
Addressing 55 victims of Naxal violence, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah said that Maoists will 

take their last breath on March 31, 2026.

Game Over For INDI Alliance Mamata Banerjee Attacks 
Congress, Says 'Party Won't Get Even 40 Seats In LS Polls'

NDTV's 'Hooter Hatao' campaign is aimed at curbing the misuse of car sirens during political rallies which are one of 
the major contributors to noise pollution.

? BJP's Arun Govil says not an outsider in 
Meerut constituency

? He is pitted against Samajwadi Party's 
Dalit candidate Sunita Verma

? Polling underway in eight parliamentary 
constituencies of Uttar Pradesh

Devendra Fadnavis, speaking at India Today's Mumbai Conclave, alleged that the previous Uddhav Thackeray government failed to cap 

ZThe flight test, carried out from a 
land-based vertical launcher, 
aimed to engage a low-flying 
high-speed aerial target. The 
missile system effectively 
tracked and engaged the target, 
demonstrating its operational 
capabilities.

Each department-related standing committees - which has representation from across party lines - acts as 'mini parliaments' and keeps a tab on the functioning of their related ministries.

Exercising its right of reply, India sharply criticised Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's address at the 
UN General Assembly, calling his comments on the Kashmir issue a "travesty."

Sources close to Shinde said that rather than giving due respect and share in power, his party, which has 61 MLAs, has been squeezed.

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said Jaishankar 
will meet the leadership of the UAE to review the close 

partnership between the two countries.
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New Delhi, 27 August 2025
In its continued zero-tolerance stance 

against corruption, the Rekha 
government in Delhi has taken another 
important step. Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta has constituted a high-level 
committee under the chairmanship of 
the Additional Chief Secretary (PWD/I 
& FC), which will review arbitration 
awards of ₹1 crore and above passed in 
the Public Works Department and the 
Irrigation & Flood Control Department 
over the last 20 years. According to the 
Chief Minister, the purpose of forming 
this committee is to gather details of the 

decisions delivered against the 
government, assess the payment 
amounts, and evaluate the losses 
incurred.Chief Minister Mrs Rekha 
Gupta informed that the Comptroller 
and Auditor General will serve as a 
member of this high-level committee, 
while the Additional Director General 
(PWD/I & FC) will act as the Member 
Secretary. She further stated that the 
internal finance support teams of the 
PWD and the Irrigation & Flood 
Control Department, namely the COA 
and DCA, along with two audit teams 
from the Directorate of Audit, will 
assist the committee.According to Mrs. 
Rekha Gupta, the committee will 
review all arbitration awards of 1 crore 
and above in both departments over the 

past 20 years. It will compile year-wise 
and award-wise data on these cases, 
including the total number of 
arbitration matters and the proportion 
decided against the government. Along 
with payment details, the committee 
will assess the financial losses incurred 

by the government in such decisions. 
Once the concerned departments 
provide the necessary data, the 
committee will commence its review. 
If required, the Directorate of Audit 
will assign additional audit teams 
based on the volume or complexity of 
cases, as recommended by the 
committee.The Chief Minister stated 
that the purpose of this review is to 
assess the extent of financial losses 
resulting from legal disputes and to 
bring transparency regarding the 

expenditure or loss of public funds over 
the last two decades. According to her, 
arbitration awards have repeatedly 
imposed economic losses on the 
government.

Continued news page 2

Agency Kerala.
The Kerala government is set to formally convey 

its objections to the University Grants 
Commission’s (UGC) draft Learning 
Outcomes-based Curriculum Framework, 
claiming that the proposed framework 
undermines scientific principles and promotes 
the agenda of the Sangh Parivar.The UGC had 
recently published the draft curriculum 
f o r  n i n e  s u b j e c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
Anthropology, Chemistry, Commerce, 
Economics, Geology, Home Science, 
Mathematics, Physical Education, and 
Political Science.

The Kerala State Higher Education 
Council (KSHEC) will review the draft 
and submit a report to the state 
government, which will form Kerala’s 
official response.According to the draft, 
students would be encouraged to analyse 
concepts such as ‘Ram Rajya’ and study 
ancient texts including the Upanishads, 
Mahabharata, and Arthashastra as 
sources for sustainable development studies.

The proposal also recommends including 
biographies of RSS ideologue VD Savarkar 
and Deendayal Upadhyaya in the BA Political 
Science elective course.

This move follows earlier objections raised by 
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan in 

January, when he criticised the UGC’s 2025 
draft regulations as a violation of states’ 
constitutional rights. Speaking to the media, 
Vijayan said the government had written to 
Union Education Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan and reached out to non-BJP Chief 
Ministers to collectively oppose the draft.

Tracing the history of education governance, 

Vijayan recalled that education was orignally 
under the State List but moved to the 
Concurrent List during the Emergency period. 
He said the draft rules reflect “political 
arrogance” by sidelining state governments 
despite them bearing about 75 per cent of 
education expenditure.

Agency New Delhi .
The elevation of Patna High Court 

Chief Justice Vipul Pancholi to 
the Supreme Court this week has 
raised eyebrows after reports 
emerged that the Collegium's 
decision was not unanimous.

Supreme Court judge Justice BV 
Nagarathna was the dissenting 
voice in a 4:1 decision in favour 
of Justice Pancholi. Justice 
Nagarathna - who will become 
India's first woman Chief Justice 
in September 2027 - reportedly 
said the appointment would run 
'counterproductive' to the 
administration of justice in the 
c o u n t r y  a n d  ' e r o d e  t h e  
credibility of the Collegium 
system'.Sources said Justice 
Nagarathna also pointed out 
there are judges who outrank 
Justice Pancholi and are more 

'deserving' of an opportunity to 
serve in the highest court in the 
country.A statement from the 
C a m p a i g n  f o r  J u d i c i a l  
Accountability and Reform, 
which works towards a 
t r a n s p a r e n t  j u d i c i a r y,  
expressed 'dismay' over 
M o n d a y ' s  s t a t e m e n t  
a n n o u n c i n g  J u s t i c e  
Pancholi's elevation. CJAR 
noted the release lacked 
details of the decision making 
process.

This, the group said, was a 
'surprising departure' from 
previous instances and a 
'mockery of earlier resolutions 
with respect to standards of 
t ransparency  in  jud ic ia l  
appointments'.The CJAR also 
pointed Monday was not the first 
time Justice Nagarathna had 

expressed reservations; she did 
so in May too, it said, noting she 
even took the unusual step of 
calling for the minutes of 

meetings related to his transfer 
from the Gujarat to the Patna 
High Court in 2023.

The CJAR statement also said 
elevating Justice Pancholi at this 
time would mean there are three 
judges from Gujarat serving at 
one time, and that this would be 

unfair to other states."It is not 
clear what swayed the Supreme 
C o u r t  C o l l e g i u m  i n  
recommending Justice Pancholi 

to the Supreme Court... since 
Justice Pancholi is not merely 
the third judge from Gujarat 
to be elevated to the Supreme 
C o u r t ,  w h i c h  i s  
disproportionate to the size of 
the Gujarat High Court, and 
leaves other High Courts 
unrepresented) but he is also 
57th in all-India seniority 
list..." "The strong dissent 

note of Justice Nagarathna has 
not been published... despite her 
expressly asking for the same to 
be published on the Supreme 
Court's website," the CJAR 
statement said, pointing out that 
former Chief Justices of India 
had made all such details public.

The Sikh Times
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New Delhi, 27 August 2025 – The sacred 
shrine of Gurudwara Shri Kartarpur 
Sahib, the birthplace of Sri Guru Nanak 
Dev Ji Maharaj, has been inundated with 
water following heavy flooding, sending 
shockwaves of grief and anxiety 
throughout the global Sikh community.

Reports of water entering the holy 
premises have left millions of Sikhs in 
India and across the world deeply 
disturbed.

 The news has triggered widespread 
anguish, with devotees expressing fear 
for the safety of the shrine that holds 
i m m e a s u r a b l e  s p i r i t u a l  
significance.Responding to the crisis, 
Sardar Gurcharan Singh Babbar, 
President of the All India Sikh 
Conference (Babbar), has issued a 
powerful appeal to Sikhs worldwide—in 
America, Canada, Britain, Australia, 
New Zealand and beyond—to stand 
united in this hour of testing. He has urged 

them to travel to Kartarpur Sahib and make 
a collective appeal to the Pakistan 

Government to immediately 
ensure the safety and 
preservation of the holy 
shrine.

T h i s  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a  
building—it is the sacred 
birthplace of Baba Nanak Ji, 
the heart of Sikh faith. It is a 
question of Sikh honour, 
Sikh identity, and the 
sanctity of Guru Ghar. The 
Sikh Qaum cannot and will 
not abandon Kartarpur 
Sahib to neglect or damage, 
declared Sardar Babbar.

While underlining that Sikhs 
residing in India are unable 
to reach Kartarpur Sahib due 
to closed travel routes, 
Babbar emphasized the 
r e spons ib i l i t y  o f  t he  
worldwide Sikh diaspora to 
take immediate action.We in 
India cannot go—but the 

global Sikh community must rise. The Sikh 
Qaum cannot remain a silent spectator 

when Guru Nanak’s pavitra sthan is in 
danger, he said.The All India Sikh 
Conference has also called upon Sikhs 

living in Pakistan to gather in large 
numbers at the shrine and ensure 
direct protection of Guru Ghar. 
Their presence, Babbar stressed, 
would act as a shield to safeguard 
the sanctity of the holy site and 
pressurize authorities for urgent 
remedial measures.

The overflowing waters at Kartarpur 
Sahib are not just a physical threat 
but a spiritual wound. For the Sikh 
community, Kartarpur is the 
eternal reminder of Guru Nanak’s 
teachings of truth, humility, and 
universal brotherhood. The 
thought of this holy site being 
endangered has shaken Sikh hearts 
across continents.The All India 
Sikh Conference (Babbar) has 
urged the Pakistan Government to 
act swiftly and decisively to 
provide robust flood protection, 
d r a i n a g e  s y s t e m s ,  a n d  
preservation measures at the 

shrine, assuring Sikhs worldwide of the 
safety of their sacred birthplace.

The Punjab 
government's 
decision to scrap 
the "non-existent" 
Department of 
Administrative 
Reforms came as 
part of a major 
administrative 
overhaul, which 
also saw the 

The Tripura chief  minister later met BJP general secretary B L Santosh

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh flew to Delhi amid speculation over a no-confidence motion. Some MLAs seek a leadership change. The state, facing ethnic violence, 
remains politically unstable ahead of the Assembly session on February 10.Flooded Kartarpur Sahib Sparks Global Sikh Anguish: 

All India Sikh Conference Babbar Issues Urgent Appeal

High-level committee constituted on 
the orders of CM Rekha Gupta

ZMP produces 5.5 crore litres of milk, 
which accounts for 9% of the country’s 
total milk output. However, less than 1% 
of milk comes from dairy cooperatives.

Also, the BJP is the only party which has delivered on its promises under Prime Minister Narendra Modi and addressed the crisis of  
credibility created in politics, the Defence Minister told Gaurav Mishra, Ankit Paliwal and Rahul Chhabra of  IANS.

Kerala to formally object UGC draft 
curriculum, flags Sangh Parivar influence

He emphasised that the mere discharge of the accused did not automatically imply malicious or improper intent behind the police action.

Dixit contended that the compensation order lacked a legal basis, as police had acted within their statutory authority while handling the case.

He urged the court to quash the NHRC recommendation, asserting that law enforcement cannot be penalised for investigative outcomes.

?Waqf  Bill tabled in 
Rajya Sabha by Kiren 
Rijiju
?Bill passed in Lok 
Sabha with 288 votes in 
favour
?Rijiju assured no 
interference by non-
Muslims in Waqf  matters

Manish Sisodia Praises Saurabh Bharadwaj's "Bravery" After 18-Hour Long Raid
New Delhi. (Agency)

 Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader Manish 
Sisodia on Wednesday hailed the 
"courage and bravery" of party leader 
Saurabh Bharadwaj for being 
"steadfast" even after "18-hour-long" 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) raids at 
his residence.In a social media post on 
X, Mr Sisodia posted a video of both 
leaders meeting each other following 
ED raids.

The video was captioned, "My brother 
Saurabh Bhardwaj, steadfast even after 
1 8  h o u r s  o f  E . D .  r a i d  a n d  
conspiracies... his courage and bravery 
are an example for us. We are one 
family, and as long as we stand 
together, no lies or conspiracies can 

bend us."The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) concluded its search at the 
residence of Delhi AAP president 
Saurabh Bhardwaj on Wednesday 
morning, a day after launching raids in 
connection with a money laundering 
probe into alleged irregularities in 
hospital construction projects in the 
national capital.

The raids began on Tuesday early 
morning at 13 locations, including Mr 
Bhardwaj's residence, across the 
Delhi-NCR region, based on a certain 
tip-off in connection with the case.The 
search operations were carried out 
under Section 17 of the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act,  2002 
(PMLA).Earlier, Delhi Leader of 

Opposition and AAP leader Atishi 
al leged that  the Enforcement 
Directorate's 20-hour search at the 
residence of Delhi AAP president 
Saurabh Bhardwaj was aimed at 
diverting attention.She added that the 
BJP is "scared" of AAP.Speaking to 
ANI, Atishi said, "ED carried out a 
search at the residence of Saurabh 

Bharadwaj for 20 hours. Why was a 
raid carried out at the residence of 
Saurabh Bharadwaj?... These raids 
were carried out just to divert 
attention...The strength of AAP is that 
it never bows down, and that's why the 
BJP is scared of AAP."AAP MLA 
Sanjeev Jha accused the agency of 
harassing Bhardwaj's family in what 
h e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " p o l i t i c a l  
revenge."Speaking to ANI, Sanjeev 
Jha said, "...It has been 17 hours and the 
ED team is carrying out the 
s e a r c h . . . W h a t  i s  t h e  E D  
investigating?... They want to scare 
us... Family of (Delhi AAP president 
Saurabh Bhardwaj) is being harassed 
only out of political revenge..."

Supreme Court Judge's 'Strong Dissent' 
Over Elevation Of Gujarat Judge

IGL should promptly start 
road repair work: 
Ravinder Indraj

The Sikh Times
Sourabh Sharma

New Delhi: 27 August 2025
Delhi Government’s Minister for Social Welfare, Ravinder Indraj 

Singh, convened a meeting with concerned departments regarding 
the ongoing gas pipeline works in Bawana and the pending road 
repair works causing inconvenience to the public. In the meeting, he 
directed officials of Indraprastha Gas Limited (IGL) to immediately 
start road repair work in all areas where pipeline laying has already 
been completed. In particular, proper filling of potholes and repair 
of roads in unauthorized colonies must be ensured. In other areas, 
road repair work should 
be completed through 
MCD.

Officials from IGL, MCD, 
I r r i g a t i o n  &  F l o o d  
Control Department, and 
DSIDC were present in 
the meeting.

The Cabinet Minister stated 
that in areas where 
pipeline work is still in 
progress ,  IGL must  
establish coordination 
with related departments 
such as MCD, Delhi Jal Board, Irrigation & Flood Control 
Department, and DSIDC to carry out the works in a synchronized 
manner, so that the public does not suffer repeatedly due to frequent 
road digging. He further emphasized that proper coordination 
among departments while undertaking projects like pipeline laying, 
drain construction, road construction, and sewer line laying will 
help resolve these issues effectively.

The Cabinet Minister issued clear instructions that in areas including 
Indraj Colony, Qutubgarh Village, Nangal Thakran, Dariyapur, 
Chandpur, Jat Khor, Bajitpur Thakran, Auchandi, Punjab Khor, 
Harewali, as well as other parts of Bawana, the ongoing pipeline 
works must be completed within a fixed timeline, and road repair 
works should be carried out simultaneously.

The Campaign for Judicial Accountability and Reform, which works towards a transparent judiciary, 
expressed 'dismay' over Monday's statement announcing Justice Pancholi's elevation

?Siddaramaiah to meet 
MLAs from six districts 
Tuesday

?Day 1 includes Mysuru, 
Tumakuru, Hassan, Kodagu, 
others

?Part of trust-building after 
AICC intervention

  Editor-Simmi Kaur Babbar, Mo.no.9654077232/9971359517     Volume-17,Issue-102  Price 3.00 Pages 12 New Delhi RNI NO. DELENG/2008/25465

Thursday 28 August 2025



2



THE SIKH TIMES3 DELHINew Delhi, Thursday, 28 August 2025

The Sikh Times
New Delhi: For Dwarka residents, road

cave-ins during the monsoon have become
all too common. With broken stretches,
sinking lanes and frequent waterlogging
witnessed every rainy season, Sunday’s col-
lapse of a road near the National Law
University was met less with shock and
more with weary disappointment.
According to the police, the cave-in was trig-
gered by heavy rainfall and subsequent
waterlogging. Traffic movement in the area
was disrupted until the authorities barricad-
ed the affected stretch and deployed techni-
cal teams to assess the damage. While
repairs were carried out by the evening, the
incident once again drew attention to the
state of Delhi’s fragile road infrastructure,
particularly in Dwarka. The problem is not
limited to the Law University stretch. Right
outside the Dwarka Sector 14 Metro station,
Gate No. 1, commuters step out not just to
find e-rickshaws and autos waiting, but also
broken and uneven roads pockmarked with
potholes. During peak hours, when hun-
dreds of passengers exit the station, navi-
gating the damaged stretch becomes a daily

hazard. “Roads have been in a bad condition
for as long as I can remember. Every day,
I’m scared that my rickshaw will tip over

because of the potholes,” said Bahadur, an

e-rickshaw driver who has been working in
the area for the past two years. Locals point
out that the same stretch has at least two

more pothole-ridden patches. Neeraj, a tea

vendor who has set up his cart nearby, said,
“Even after repairs, these roads get dam-
aged within a short while. I’ve seen several
accidents here, but no one pays attention.
The authorities fill the pit with mud and
stones. Within weeks, it’s back to the same
condition.” This is not the first time Dwarka
has witnessed such incidents. Earlier in
February, a car fell into a pit after the slab
covering a drain gave way in Dwarka Sector
12 near KM Chowk. The accident once
highlighted again how fragile the road net-
work in the sub-city has become, especially
during the monsoon season. Residents say
these back-to-back cave-ins are a glaring
reminder of poor civic planning and a lack of
accountability. They argue that temporary
patchworks only worsen the problem
instead of addressing the root causes such
as poor drainage systems, substandard con-
struction and lack of regular monitoring.
Ranjeet Jha, an e-rickshaw driver who
moved to Delhi 40 years ago and has been
driving in Dwarka for the past seven years,
accused successive governments of ignor-
ing the sub-city. “Roads have not been prop-
erly built here for years. Whether BJP or
AAP, no one has paid attention to Dwarka.

Only areas near Yashobhoomi witness
improvement because VIPs visit there. The
rest is neglected,” he said. He said the con-
dition in village pockets of Dwarka is worse.
“In Sector 19, a cow fell into an open drain.
If a large animal can fall into the drain, what
about children or elderly people? Still, noth-
ing has been done to cover the drain. The
same is true for the roads. Governments
only do politics, no one cares for residents,”
Jha said. Dwarka residents say they chose
the sub-city for its relatively open spaces,
planned layout and wide roads, but mon-
soon turns the area into a nightmare.
“Dwarka is a beautiful place to live in, but
the monsoon makes life miserable,” said
Shweta, a resident of Dwarka Sector 22.
“Sewage lines are not desilted on time, lead-
ing to severe waterlogging. A 10-minute
journey takes an hour because of traffic
jams. Add broken roads to that, and travel-
ling becomes dangerous.” She recalled a
recent incident when her car tilted danger-
ously after one of its wheels got stuck in a
pothole. “It was definitely scary because the
rickshaw next to me also got stuck the same
way. That’s how accidents happen,” she
said.

Dwarka road cave-in sparks public anger over fragile infra

Delhi University’s oldest men’s
hostel a home away from home

New Delhi: Gwyer Hall carries with it a rich history span-
ning nearly nine decades. Known as the oldest men’s hostel of
the University of Delhi, it has been home to generations of
scholars, each leaving behind a piece of their story within its
walls. The hostel traces its origin to 1937-38, when it first
opened with just 26 residents under the name Law Hall.
However, financial constraints led to its closure in 1939-40. The
dream of a dedicated hostel for students was revived after the
completion of the building in 1948, when it was renamed
Gwyer Hall in honour of Sir Maurice Linford Gwyer, the then
Vice-Chancellor of Delhi University. Sir Maurice served as the
V-C from 1938 to 1950 and was also the Chief Justice of India
between 1937 and 1943. Prof Gajender Singh, Provost of
Gwyer Hall, said: “Gwyer Hall is the oldest hostel of Delhi
University, offering a total of 158 seats for Cluster Innovation
Centre (CIC) graduates, master’s students, law students and
PhD scholars. Students from other hostels in DU can also dine
here by purchasing a coupon and enjoying meals in the hos-
tel.” The hostel accommodates 158 full-time students from the
CIC graduate programmes as well as postgraduate, law and
PhD scholars. The facilities have evolved with time, now
including a spacious dining hall with a modern kitchen, a com-
mon room, TV room, computer room, reading room, gymna-
sium and washing machines – all aimed at providing a comfort-
able living space for students. For many residents, Gwyer Hall
is more than just a hostel – it’s a second home. “I’ve been stay-
ing in Gwyer Hall for the past year. The hostel is nice and offers
all necessary facilities. The rooms are double-seated and fur-
nished, and we get three meals a day with food being of good
quality. All students have to apply every year as hostels are
allotted for only one year at a time,” said Rinkesh Chaudhary,
a PhD student of History from Bihar. The affordability of DU
hostels is another key draw for outstation students. “This year,
the admission process has been centralised. Students from the
NCR region generally do not get hostel accommodation. DU
hostels are quite affordable
and offer basic facilities at a
reasonable cost, which is a
big relief for outstation stu-
dents. These hostels ensure a
comfortable living environ-
ment without putting too
much financial burden on stu-
dents,” said Kamlesh Yadav, a
PhD student of
Environmental Science.

New Delhi: The first
uncrewed mission of the
Gaganyaan human space-
flight mission, G1, will be
launched with the half-
humanoid robot
Vyommitra in December,
said V Narayanan,
Chairman of the Indian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO), on
Thursday. Vyommitra, a
female robot, is equipped
with the capability to
monitor module parame-
ters, issue alerts, and
execute life support oper-
ations. Narayanan
informed that over 7,700
ground tests related to
the Gaganyaan mission
have been completed,
and over 2,300 more tests
are targeted before
March 2026. Motors for
crew escape systems,
which are integral for
astronaut safety, have
also been developed and
tested. An Orbital
Module Preparation facil-
ity, a Gaganyaan Control
Centre, a Gaganyaan
Control facility, an envi-

ronmental control and life
support system, a crew
training facility, second
launch pad modifications,
and a parachute-based
deceleration system have
been established.
Narayanan informed that
the upcoming missions
include an integrated air
drop test, which involves
dropping the crew cap-
sule from an altitude of
approximately 3.5 to 4 km
using a helicopter. “Trial
sorties are underway. In
the fourth quarter of this
year, the first uncrewed
mission of Gaganyaan-G1
will be launched,” the
ISRO chairman said. The
Department of Space has
constituted a high-level
review committee to
closely monitor the
progress of activities
leading to the launch of
India’s human spaceflight
program, Gaganyaan.
“Flight integration activi-

ties for various propul-
sion stages of the LVM3
launch vehicle have been
completed, and the
launch campaign has
commenced. Currently,
crew module and service
module mechanical and
electrical integration
activities are underway.
Further, integration of
the Orbital Module and
thermovac tests, dynamic
and acoustic tests, and
launch complex activities
such as propellant filling
and integrated checks are
to be completed,” ISRO
officials said. Narayanan
also informed that there
will be five launches by
ISRO this year and four
in 2026. These include
Oceansat-3A, which will
play a key role in marine

resource management,
phytoplankton biodiver-
sity, and algal bloom
detection. Navigation
satellite NVS-03 will pro-
vide indigenous region-
al space-based naviga-

tion services. A technol-
ogy demonstration com-
munication satellite,
TDS-01, is also planned
to be launched this year.
It is designed to test var-
ious technologies,

including electric
propulsion systems.
Narayanan also
informed that BlueBird
Block 2, a communica-
tion satellite of the US,
will be launched by

ISRO to launch Gaganyaan’s first uncrewed mission
G1 with robot Vyommitra in December

MCD launches ‘mosquito terminator train’
to tackle vector-borne diseases

New Delhi:  In a significant step towards combating mosquito-borne diseases, the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD), in collaboration with the Northern Railway,
on Friday launched the ‘mosquito terminator train’ from the New Delhi railway station.
The campaign aims to curb the spread of dengue, malaria and chikungunya across the
Capital. Flagging off the special train, Mayor Raja Iqbal Singh said the initiative would
help protect citizens from health hazards caused by mosquito breeding along railway
tracks. “This is not just a train, but a shield to safeguard the health of Delhiites. It will
reach areas that cannot be manually accessed,” he said. The train, equipped with a
power sprayer mounted on a truck placed on a railway wagon, will spray anti-larval
chemicals along both sides of the tracks within a 50-60m radius. Waterlogged areas
near railway lines are often breeding grounds for mosquitoes during the monsoon sea-
son. MCD Commissioner Ashwani Kumar called the initiative a major public health
effort and stressed the importance of citizen participation. “The Municipal
Corporation is carrying out cleanliness and mosquito eradication drives in a mission
mode. However, the campaign will succeed only if every household ensures there is
no stagnant water in and around their premises,” he said, adding that collective action
was crucial to check the spread of diseases. The Commissioner said the campaign
would continue till September.  He noted that the number of dengue cases reported
this year was significantly lower compared to last year.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
MAHENDRA SINGH RAWAT S/O
BAG SINGH RAWAT R/O 3/353,
Khichripur, Kalyanpuri, East Delhi,
Delhi-110091, declare that name of
mine and my wife has been wrongly
written as MAHENDER SINGH and
MADHU in my minor daughter
namely KANISHKA RAWAT aged
13 years in her school record. The
actual name of mine and my wife
are MAHENDRA SINGH RAWAT
and MADHU RAWAT Respectively
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJENDRA SINGH CHAUHAN
S/O SHIV DAYAL SINGH R/O RZ
9G PREM NAGAR GALI NO-5,
NAJAFGARH, SOUTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110043 have
changed the name of my minor son
NAVENDRA SINGH CHAUHAN
aged 14 years and he shall hereafter
be known as NAGENDRA SINGH
CHAUHAN.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohd. Naeem Ahmed S/o Abdul
Waheed R/o H.No-133, Mata Wali
Gali, Rajput Mohalla, Ghonda,
Maujpur, North East Delhi, Delhi-
110053 do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that I have embraced
Hinduism and renounced Islam with
effect from 25-08-2025. I have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Kabir.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Mohd Anas S/o Mohd Asghar R/o
H.No-1187, ST No-17, Chauhan
Banger, New Seelampur, Delhi-
110053 declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as Anas in
my N C L Certificate and OBC Caste
Certificate No-90500000127349. The
actual name of mine is Mohd Anas.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Leela Devi W/o Late Ishwar
Chandra R/o 1/4086, Ram Nagar,
Loni Road, Shahdara, Shahdara,
Delhi-110032 declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
Leela Wati in my husband's PPO
Number-DH-40177. The actual
name of mine is Leela Devi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
MOHAMMAD AKHLAQUE son of
ABDUL KHALIQ, resident of
H.NO.1570, Kucha Dakhni Rai
Pataudi House, Darya Ganj, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110002, declare that
name of mine and my minor daugh-
ter’s has been wrongly written as
MOHAMMAD AKHLAQ and
MARYAM AKHLAQ age 13 years in
her Aadhaar Card No.359395951433.
The actual name of mine and my
minor daughter’s are MOHAMMAD
AKHLAQUE and MARYAM, which
may be amended accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, SOURAV KHATRI S/o JOGINDER
KHATRI, R/o 525/29, near
Mansarovar Park Metro Station,
Village Khera, Jhilmil Po. Jhilmil  East
Delhi-110095 hereby undertake that I,
SOURAV KHATRI want to change my
name to KAMAKSHI and gender as
FEMALE. I, SOURAV KHATRI hence-
forth be known as KAMAKSHI D/o
JOGINDER KHATRI The above state-
ment made by me is True & Correct to
the best of my knowledge and belief. If
any legal issue arises in this regard at
any stage, I will be personally respon-
sible for the same and, the Department
of Publication will not be liable for any
consequences arising therefrom.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I Aysha
D/o Mohd. Usman, R/o P -12/1, Street
no. 17, Brahampuri, Delhi, North East
Delhi - 110053, Declare that the name
of my mother has been Wrongly writ-
ten as Gulistan in my 10th class
Educational Documents the actual
name of my mother is Gulista

NAME CHANGE
I Than Singh S/o Ramji Lal R/o B-
72, Chandan Vihar, Nihal Vihar,
Nilothi, West Delhi, Delhi-110041
have changed the name of my
minor son Ender Nagar aged 17
years and he shall hereafter be
known as Inder Khatik.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as NEERU alias
NEERU VERMA D/O VIJAY
VERMA W/O JITNEDER GANDHI
R/O E-85, OLD GUPTA COLONY,
KRISHNA GALI, OPP. KALYAN
VIHAR, MODEL TOWN, NORTH
DELHI-110009 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as NEERU GANDHI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as KAJAL W/O
ROBIN SANGWAN R/O H. NO-
341, 2nd FLOOR, TYPE-1,
POLICE COLONY SHALIMAR
BAGH, GAS GODOWN, SHALI-
MAR BAGH, NORTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110088 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as KM KAJAL.

NAME CHANGE
I, GULAB RATHOR Father of JC-
382422N Rank-SUB Name-
PRAKASH RATHORE Presently
residing at VILL-MEMADI, PO-
SIMROL, TEH-MHOW, DIST-
INDORE, MADHA PRADESH-
452020, have changed my name
from GULAB RATHOR to GULAB
RATHORE for all future purposes
and in my son’s service records my
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1950 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/01/1953 vide
Affidavit dated 27/08/2025 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, CHETNA Wife of JC-382422N
Rank-SUB Name-PRAKASH
RATHORE Presently residing at
VILL-MEMADI, PO-SIMROL, TEH-
MHOW, DIST-INDORE, MADHA
PRADESH-452020, have changed
my name from CHETNA to CHET-
NA RATHORE for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 27/08/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUSHILA RATHOR Mother of JC-
382422N Rank-SUB Name-
PRAKASH RATHORE Presently
residing at VILL-MEMADI, PO-SIM-
ROL, TEH-MHOW, DIST-INDORE,
MADHA PRADESH-452020, have
changed my name from SUSHILA
RATHOR to SUSHILA RATHORE
for all future purposes and in my
son’s service records my date of
birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1955 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/01/1958 vide
Affidavit dated 27/08/2025 before
Notary Public Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
VIJAY SHARMA S/o CHAMAN LAL
SHARMA R/o Flat No-44, Shama
Apartment, Plot No-32, Sector-10 dis-
trict Court Complex Dwarka, South
West Delhi, Delhi-110075, declare
that name of mine has been wrongly
written as RAN VIJAY SHARMA in
my minor son MANAN SHARMA
aged 12 years in his Birth Certificate
No- MCDOLIR-0113-005622426.
The actual name of mine is VIJAY
SHARMA which may be amended
accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
VIJAY SHARMA S/o CHAMAN LAL
SHARMA R/o Flat No-44, Shama
Apartment, Plot No-32, Sector-10 dis-
trict Court Complex Dwarka, South
West Delhi, Delhi-110075, declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as RANVIJAY SHARMA in my
minor son JAI SHARMA aged 9 years
in his Birth Certificate No-MCDOLIR-
0116-006806273. The actual name of
mine is VIJAY SHARMA which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, GULCHARAN SINGH S/O HAR-
BANS SINGH  resident of G-1409, C
R PARK, CHITTRANJAN PARK,
DELHI-110019 . have changed my
name to GULL CHARAN SINGH  for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
NARENDER KANTHWAL S/O
KASHMIR SINGH R/O E-163, CHAT-
TARPUR EXTENSION CHAT-
TARPUR SOUTH DELHI, DELHI-
110074, declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as NAREN-
DER KUMAR KANTHIWAL in my pan
card- AARPK2562J. The actual name
of mine is NARENDER KANTHWAL,
which may be amended accordingly

NAME CHANGE
I, DHEERAJ GUPTA S/o RAJENDER
PARSHAD R/o B-54, Gali No. 20, New
Gupta Colony, Dr. Muhkerjee Nagar,
Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, North West
Delhi, Delhi-110009, have changed the
name of my minor son MUDIT GUPTA
alias MRIDUL GUPTA aged 17 years
and he shall hereafter be known as
MRIDUL GUPTA. 

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as RANI W/o MANU
DEV, R/o House No. B-25, Block-B,
Harijan Basti, Kondli, Vasundhra
Enclave, East Delhi, Delhi-110096,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as RAJ RANI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as BHAGMATI W/o
SOHAN PAL R/o 19/2, M C D Flat,
Model Town III, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110009, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
BHAGWATI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as RAJ RANA alias
RAJWANTI DEVI W/o DHARA
SINGH RANA, R/o House No. 357,
Khera Kalan, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110082, have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
RAJWANTI DEVI.

NAME CHANGE
I,Rajni Goyal H/o Vinay Aggarwal R/O
H.O B-5 /364 ,b Block Yamuna Vihar
Delhi-110053 ,I have changed my
name to Rajni Aggarwal Permanently

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
AMARJIT S/o TELURAM residing at
Ward 2, Julana, Jind, Haryana -
126101 declare that the name of mine
has been wrongly written as AMAR-
JEET in my minor son namely WARIS
LATHER aged 16 years, in his 10th
Class Educational Documents. The
actual name of mine is AMARJIT
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I Mohammad Kayum S/o Mohammad
Maneef  R/O B-278, New Ashok
Nagar, Vasundhara Enclave East
Delhi 110096,  have changed my
name to MD Kayyum permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I MALIKA BEGUM W/O MOHAM-
MAD ABRAR R/O B-278, NEW
ASHOK NAGAR, VASUNDHARA
ENCLAVE, EAST DELHI 110096,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
MALKA KHATOON PERMANENTLY.NAME CHANGE

I, hitherto known as Ram Kumar S/O
DARBARI LAL, RC 112, D BLOCK,
KHORA COLONY, PRATAP VIHAR,
Khora, PO:Khora Gaon,  Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh - 201309,have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as VIRESH KUMAR.

NAME CHANGE
I, Rambabu S/O: Lalman, Kanjua, PO:
Beoli, DIST: Budaun,Uttar Pradesh -
202526, have changed the name of
my minor son namely Sumit aged 17
years and he shall hereafter be known
as SURAJPAL.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
MAHESH KUMAR S/O AMRIT
SHARMA R/o H NO-554, 4TH
FLOOR, SUNLIGHT COLONY-2,
NEAR MCD PARK, JANGPURA,
DELHI-110014, declare that name of
mine and my father has been wrongly
written as SANJAY NAGAR and
DHARAMVIR SINGH in my Aadhar
Card No. 4831 1846 4070. The actual
names of mine and my father are
MAHESH KUMAR and AMRIT
SHARMA, respectively which may be
amended accordingly. It is certified
that I have complied with other legal
requirements in the connection

NAME CHANGE
I, Amit Kumar  S/O Mukesh Kumar,
R/O Plot No-19, Third Floor, Suraj
Vihar, Kakrola, Dwarka. Kakrola,
South West Delhi, Delhi-110078,have
changed the name of my minor
daughter namely Neel Kabir aged 13
years and she shall hereafter be
known as NEIL KABIIR.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
BASIRAT ULL NISHA W/o MUSH-
TAQ AHMED, R/o House No.-A, 68/2-
345, Street No.4, Insha Allah Masjid,
Chauhan Banger, Seelampur, North
East Delhi, Delhi-110053, declare that
name of mine and my minor daughter
has been wrongly written as BASIRAT
AL NISHA & ZAINAB AHMED in his
school records. The actual name of
mine and my daughter are BASIRAT
ULL NISHA & ZAINAB, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, K R SANTHOSH KUMAR S/o
RAMACHANDRANATH DEV R/O
HOUSE NO-18, SHREE AWAS MIG-
LIG FLATS, SEC-18B, DWARKA PH-
2, DELHI-110078 declare that name of
mine is wrongly written as SANTHOSH
KUMAR in my daughter MEENAKSHI
S NAIR school record.That my correct
name is K R SANTHOSH KUMAR for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Komal alias KM.
Sanjanarani D/o Ajay Babu W/o
Naveen Gupta R/o A-1/34, Harsh dev
Park Phase-2, Budh Vihar, Nithari,
North West Delhi, Delhi-110086, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as KM. Sanjanarani.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto Known as CHANDER
NARYAN MANDAL S/o SIYA MAN-
DALR/o 71, Mukund Vihar, Mukandpur
Extn, North West Delhi, Delhi-110042,
Have Changed My Name and shall
Hereafter be Known as CHANDER
NARAYAN MANDAL.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJAI KUMAR DUBEY S/O
MATACHARAN DUBEY resident
of E-2/40 GALI NO-2 5TH PUSTA
SONIA VIHAR DELHI-110094  .
have changed my name to SANJAY
DUBEY for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SIRISTA DEVI mother of No-
10495613N Rank-HAV Name-
DAVINDER KUMAR residing at VILL-
SWAR, PO-HAJIPUR, TEHSIL-
MUKERIAN, DIST-HOSHIARPUR,
PUNJAB-144221, have changed my
name from SIRISTA DEVI to SAR-
ISHTA DEVI for all future purposes
vide affidavit dated 27/08/2025 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-10495613N Rank-HAV Name-
DAVINDER KUMAR residing at
VILL-SWAR, PO-HAJIPUR,
TEHSIL-MUKERIAN, DIST-
HOSHIARPUR, PUNJAB-144221,
have changed my minor daughter’s
name from SHAKSHI to SHAKSHI
THAKUR for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 27/08/2025 before
Notary Public Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, SARISHTA DEVI mother of No-
10495613N Rank-HAV Name-
DAVINDER KUMAR residing at VILL-
SWAR, PO-HAJIPUR, TEHSIL-
MUKERIAN, DIST-HOSHIARPUR,
PUNJAB-144221, in my son’s service
records my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/04/2006 instead of my
correct date of birth as 01/01/1954
vide affidavit dated 27/08/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for the general information that I
PRABHNOOR SINGH SAHNI S/o
INDERJEET SINGH SAHNI, R/o 126
SF, V B BLOCK, GALI NO 4, VIREN-
DER NAGAR, DELHI 110058 declare
that name of mine has been wrongly
written as PRABHNOOR SINGH
SAHNI in my  10th and 12th class
educational documents. The actual
name of mine is PRABHNOOR
SINGH SAWHNEY, which may be
amended accordingly. It is Certified
that I have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

NAME CHANGE
I, Samir Ansari s/o Mohd Yaseen R/o
D-59, J.J Colony, Bakkar Wala, Delhi-
110041, have changed my name to
Mohammed Sameer permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, Miskin Ansari  w/o Mohammed
Sameer R/o D-59, J.J Colony, Bakkar
Wala, Delhi-110041, have changed
my name to Miskeen permanently

NAME CHANGE
I GEETA W/O SATISH KUMAR R/O
799, BHAPRODA (22) JHAJJAR,
HARYANA-124501, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO GEETARATHEE PER-
MANENTLY.

NAME CHANGE
I,Neha D/O Satya Narain R/O House
No-309 gali no-24 , Onkar Nagar B, Tri
Nagar , Delhi -110035. Have changed
my name to Neha Bhardwaj For all
Future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, RANVIR SINGH Father of No-
15715360M Rank-LNK Name-KUSHAL
KUMAR Presently residing at VILL-
KURANA, PO-KHANDEHA, TEH-KHAIR,
DIST-ALIGARH, UTTAR PRADESH-
202137, have changed my name from
RANVIR SINGH to RANVEER SINGH for
all future purposes vide Affidavit dated
27/08/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
YOGESH DHAR DUBEY S/o
GANGA DHAR DUBEY R/o D-103,
K.W. Srishti Raj Nagar Extension,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-201001,
declare that name of mine and my
wife and my minor son has been
wrongly written as YOGESH DUBEY,
SHWETA and DEVANG in my minor
son DEVANG DUBEY aged 15 years
in his Birth Certificate No -
KANPU2010-010099. The actual
name of mine and my wife and my
minor son are YOGESH DHAR
DUBEY, SHWETA DUBEY and
DEVANG DUBEY which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, Shankar Singh Bisht S/O Pan
Singh Bisht, Plot No 71/72 And 76.
Pratap Enclave, Mohan Garden,
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi 110059.
Have Changed My Name Shankar
Bisht To Shankar Singh Bisht for All
Future Purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, JASPINDER KAUR BHULLAR,
wife of GURMEET SINGH, resi-
dent of Gurudwara Gobind Sadan,
Baba Virsa Singh Marg, Gadaipur,
South Delhi, Delhi – 110030, have
changed my name from JASPIN-
DER KAUR BHULLAR to JASPIN-
DER KAUR for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs.
Meena W/o Mr. Abdullah is the
owner of Freehold Residential Plot
No.14-A, Area measuring 100 Sq.
Yds. i.e. 83.69 Sq. Mtrs., Out of
Khasra No. 2143 Situated at Village
Dasna Pargana Dasna Tehsil &
Distt. Ghaziabad Uttar Pradesh-
201001. by virtue of Sale Deed
dated 10.11.2023 Vide Doc no.
12248, Vol no. 20964 Page no. 373-
408 SR- GZB-II, in the chain
Document below mentioned docu-
ment not available i.e. Surviving
Member Certificate of Late Mr. Noor
Mohammad, now our client is
declaring that that any other Person
does not have any right over the
said property, and same property
sold too be Mr. Suleman and same
has been finance by Piramal Capital
& Housing Finance Ltd. Branch:
Shahdara Delhi.  If any person(s)
have any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the` right, title or
interest in the Said Property then
contact us within 07 days from the
date of Publication of this notice and
or the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

NAME CHANGE
I, GEETA W/O SACHIN KUMAR
R/O HOUSE NUMBER F-49, GALI
NUMBER-1, GANGA VIHAR PUR,
SHAHDARA, SABHAPUR, NORTH
EAST DELHI, DELHI-110094, have
changed the name of my minor
daughter RIYA ALIAS RIYA GUPTA
aged 16 years and he shall here-
after be known as RIYA GUPTA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as VIKRAM
KUMAR  alias  VIKKRAM SHARMA
S/o PAPPU SHARMA,  R/o House
No. - 23, C/3, Upper Ground Floor,
Manav Chowk, Rohini Sector 15,
PO: Rohini Sector 15, North West
Delhi, Delhi - 110089 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as VIKKRAM SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as ZALALUDDIN
alias ZALALU  DDIN S/o MOMIN
KHAN  R/o H. No. 67, A Block, Gali
No.1, Shri Ram Colony, Khajoori,
PO: Dayalpur, Dist: North East,
Delhi - 110094, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as JALALUDDIN.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as PALLAVI KUMARI
alias  PALLAVI  D/o  PROMOD
KUMAR  R/o Flat No. 14, GH-2,
Baghban Apartment, Sector – 28,
Rohini, North West Delhi, Delhi -
110042  have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as PALLAVI.

NAME CHANGE
I, ILYAS KHAN S/O AHSAN KHAN
R/O E-12/106, Aleem Kawab
Corner, Hauz Rani, Malviya Nagar,
South Delhi, Delhi - 110017, have
changed my name from ILIYAS
KHAN to ILYAS  KHAN and my
father name from AHSAAN KHAN
to AHSAN KHAN.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
SURESH KUMAR S/o NARSINGH
PAL SINGH, R/o A-425, G.D.
Colony, Mayur Vihar Phase 3,
Dist.: East Delhi, Delhi-110096,
declare that name of mine has
been wrongly written as SURESH
KUMAR MEENA in my minor
daughter namely PRACHI MEENA
aged 15 years in her School
Records. The actual name of mine
is SURESH KUMAR, which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, TH LUWANGBA SINGHA S/O TH
BIRMOHON SINGHA PERMA-
NENT ADDRESS: HOUSE NO 291,
SINGER BOND PT V, CACHAR,
ASSAM-788126, And Residing at
RZF-769/13, GALI NO-11, RAJ
NAGAR PART-2, PALAM COLONY,
NEW DELHI, 110077, have
changed the name of my minor son
TH SURAJ SINGHA aged 08 years
and he shall hereafter be known as
AYANSH SINGHA.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
AMARJEET SINGH S/o
RAMAYAN SINGH R/o F-98,
Churiya Mohalla Tekhand Village,
Okhla Industrial Area Phase-1,
South Delhi, Delhi-110020, declare
that name of my wife has been
wrongly written as ROOPMALA in
my minor son namely VAIBHAV
aged 14 years in his School
Record. The actual name of my
wife is RUPMALA KUMARI, which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
RAJESH KUMAR GUPTA S/o
RAM DEV GUPTA R/o A-201,
Bapu Dham Sanjay Camp, T-Huts
Chandra Gupta Marg, Chanakya
Puri, PO:Chanakya Puri, Dist.:
New Delhi, Delhi-110021, declare
that name of mine has been
wrongly written as RAJESH
KUMAR in my minor son SUNIL
KUMAR aged 17 years in his
CBSE 10th class Educational
Documents. The actual name of
mine is RAJESH KUMAR GUPTA.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known Veenu Chaudhary
alias Km Benu   Chaudhary D/O Satya
narayan chaudhary W/O Ganga
Prasad R/O 2603, DLF Phase  IV.
Galleria DLF-IV, Gurgaon Haryana-
122009, Have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as VEENU
CHAUDHARY.
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WASHINGTON.. (Agency) after the director of a housing Donald Trump is trying to remove her 
 US President Donald Trump's vow to regulatory agency, who the president without a shred of credible evidence 

fire Lisa Cook, an economist who is appointed, alleged Cook committed that she has done anything wrong,” 
the first Black woman to serve on the mortgage fraud. Cook dismisses the House Minority Leader Hakeem 
Federal Reserve's board of governors, firing as legally unfounded.“President Jeffries, D-N.Y., said in a statement.
kicked off another tense debate and The National Urban League, a civil Trump purported to fire me 'for cause' 
likely legal battle over a major rights group, called Trump's move a when no cause exists under the law, and 
institution's independence.It also “witch hunt” and condemned the he has no authority to do so,” Cook said 
marks another potential high-profile president's comments about her as in a statement to The Associated Press. 
ouster of a Black leader from the ”character assassination."And the “I will not resign. I will continue to 
federal government amid Trump's Congressional Black Caucus defended carry out my duties to help the 
broader crusade against diversity and Cook as “a highly respected economist American economy as I have been 
inclusion policies.Trump’s order to who has dedicated her career to doing since 2022.”Kush Desai, a White 
fire Cook aligns with the White dismantling barriers to innovation and House spokesman, said Cook “was 
House’s effort to expand its power economic participation.”The caucus credibly accused of lying in financial 
across once ostensibly independent denounced Trump's rhetoric and effort documents from a highly sensitive 
parts of the federal government and to fire Cook as “a racist, misogynistic, pos i t ion  oversee ing f inancia l  
broader American economy and and unlawful attack on the integrity institutions" and that her removal 
society, which critics warn may do and independence of the Federal “improves the Federal Reserve Board’s 
long-term damage to trust in the data, Reserve. It is a dangerous attempt to accountability and credibility for both 
policies and processes that undergird politicize and exert control over the the markets and American people.”
American strength.The move would Backlash from Black leadersTrump's central bank — one that will only 
also remove a longtime researcher and move drew immediate backlash from continue to damage the economy, harm 
advocate for diverse and equitable Black lawmakers.“Dr. Lisa Cook is the hardwork ing  Amer icans ,  and  
policymaking from leadership.On first Black woman ever to serve on the undermine our credibility on the world 
Monday, Trump said he fired Cook Federal Reserve Board of Governors. stage.”
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Heavy rain causes flooding, landslides 
and eight deaths in Vietnam, Thailand

Trump's push to oust US Fed's Lisa Cook unites anti-
DEI effort, bid to control independent institutions

What To Know About 
Massive Dust Storms Called 
Haboobs In US Southwest

SpaceX's Starship 
megarocket launches on 

latest test flight
 SOUTH PADRE ISLAND. (Agency) 

 SpaceX's Starship megarocket roared into the skies 
Tuesday on its 10th test flight, following a string of 
explosive failures that cast doubt about its ability to 
realize Elon Musk's vision of colonizing Mars.

Standing 403 feet (123 meters) tall, the most powerful 
launch vehicle ever built lifted off from the company's 
Starbase in southern Texas at 6:30pm local time (2330 
GMT), triggering loud cheers from engineering teams, 
a webcast showed.Starship is key to Musk's ambitions 
of making humanity a multiplanetary species, while 
NASA is awaiting a modified version to act as a lander 
for its plans to return astronauts to the Moon.

A launch attempt on Sunday was scrubbed due to a fuel 
leak on the launchpad, and on Monday weather 
intervened as thick clouds forced another delay.

Much is riding on the mission, after the last three flights 
ended with the upper stage exploding: twice over the 
Caribbean and once after reaching space. In June, an 
upper stage blew up during a ground test."We've had 

so many tests and it hasn't proven itself reliable," 
Dallas Kasaboski, a space analyst for consulting firm 
Analysys Mason, told AFP. "The successes have not 
exceeded the failures."The goal is to send the upper 
stage ship -- eventually intended to carry crew and 
cargo -- halfway across the globe before splashing 
down off northwestern Australia.

Outfitted with prototype heat-shield materials, it will 
deploy dummy Starlink satellites while flying a 
trajectory meant to stress-test its rear flaps.

The booster, known as Super Heavy, splashed down 
safely in the Gulf of Mexico. While SpaceX 
previously wowed observers by catching the booster 
in the launch tower's "chopstick arms," this flight 
instead focused on collecting data on how it performed 
when an engine unexpectedly cuts out.Despite recent 
setbacks, Starship is not seen as being at a crisis point. 
SpaceX's "fail fast, learn fast" philosophy has already 
given it a commanding lead in launches with its Falcon 
rockets, while Dragon capsules ferry astronauts to the 
ISS and Starlink has become a geopolitical asset.Still, 
Starship presents new challenges. 

WORLD

Mass evacuations in eastern 
Pakistan as India releases 
water from swollen rivers

world .  (Agency)  
 The parents of a missing 7-month-old boy in Southern 

California have been charged with murder.
The Riverside County District Attorney's office 

charged Jake Haro, 32, and his wife, Rebecca Haro, 
41, in the death of their son Emmanuel, according to 
court papers filed Tuesday.They are also charged 
with filing a false police report, which is a 
misdemeanor.The boy hasn't been found, and 
authorities said they believe he is dead.

The Haros were scheduled to appear in court on 
Tuesday, but their arraignment was delayed until Sept. 
4. Each is being held on $1 million bail, online court 
records show.A message was left for Brian Cosgrove, 
who was listed as the defense attorney in the case 
records.Riverside County prosecutors said they 
would not release additional information until a press 
conference on Wednesday.Last week, the couple 
urged the public to help find their son. They were 
arrested Friday, a little more than a week after 
Rebecca Haro told authorities she was changing her 
son's diaper outside a store in the San Bernardino 
County community of Yucaipa when she was 
assaulted and left unconscious. She told deputies that 
when she awoke, her son was gone.Authorities said 
in a statement that they later confronted Rebecca 
Haro about inconsistencies in her account and that 
she refused to cooperate. The San Bernardino County 
Sheriff's Department declined to discuss what these 
inconsistencies were.Authorities searched the 
family's home in the Riverside County community of 
Cabazon. Over the weekend, they also searched for 
the boy's body near a freeway while his father, 
wearing a jail jumpsuit, was present.

 LAHORE.  (Agency) 
Pakistan has evacuated tens of thousands of people to 

safer areas after neighboring India released water 
from overflowing dams and swollen rivers into low-
lying border regions, officials said Tuesday.

The move came a day after New Delhi alerted 
Islamabad about possible cross-border flooding, 
marking the first public diplomatic contact between 
the two nuclear-armed rivals in months.

Pakistan’s National Disaster Management Authority 
said it had issued an advance alert to its Punjabi 
counterparts about a surge in the Sutlej River and the 
risk of flooding, and that evacuations from various 
districts in the eastern Punjab province were 
underway.In a statement, it said rescuers evacuated 
more than 14,000 people from Kasur, a district in 
Punjab province, while over 89,000 were moved to 
safer ground from the city of Bahawalnagar, near the 
Indian border.The NDMA said authorities have urged 
residents to stay away from rivers, streams and low-
lying areas, avoid unnecessary travel, and follow 
alerts issued through the media, mobile phones and 
the NDMA’s disaster alert app.The latest flood alert 
and evacuation drive by Pakistan comes as heavy 
monsoon rains continue to batter both South Asian 
countries.In Pakistan’s northwest, many residents 
complained this month that they had received no 
warning before flash floods struck Buner district, 
killing more than 300 people. Officials have said the 
devastation was caused by a sudden cloudburst, 
which could not have been predicted, and that many 
of the victims were living along natural water 
pathways.Nationwide, floods triggered by seasonal 
rains have killed more than 800 people in Pakistan 
since June 26.In Kashmir, which is split between the 
two sides and claimed by both in its entirety, at least 
65 have also died and hundreds have been displaced 
in the Indian-administered Jammu area.

The rain was part of  the 
aftermath of  Tropical 
Storm Kajiki, which made 
landfall Monday 
afternoon in central 
Vietnam, where 
thousands of  people 
were evacuated from 
high-risk areas.

world.(Agency) 
Massive walls of dust and debris called haboobs that roll 

through the U.S. Southwest can be awe-inspiring and 
terrifying, especially for motorists caught in their path.

Thunderstorms spawn the phenomenon and can create a 
wall of dust thousands of feet tall and several miles 
wide, reaching speeds of 60 mph (97 kpm) or more.

Thunderstors can produce strong downdrafts that hit the 
ground at 50-80 mph (80-129 kph) and then spread in 
all directions, said Sean Benedict, a meteorologist at 
the National Weather Service's Phoenix office.

The winds stir up loose dust and dirt, including from 
arid areas and farm fields, that get blown along in 
front of the approaching storm cell.If thunderstorms 
don't keep developing, the dust dissipates. But rain-
cooled air in front of a storm can keep pushing warm 
air upward, generating new storms and more 
downdrafts, Benedict said.When that happens, the 
haboob can keep growing, and some travel as far as 
100 miles, Benedict said.“It's all dependent on 
whether they're moving through an area that's prone to 
(generating) dust,” said Benedict, noting that there's a 
prominent dust corridor between Phoenix and Tucson.

Haboobs also can form in arid areas of Nevada, New 
Mexico and Texas.Scientists say localized bursts of 
rain in the U.S. Southwest during the monsoon season 
in summer have become more intense since the 1970s 
as the atmosphere heats up due to human-caused 
climate change.At the same time, it's raining less often 
as droughts last longer and some arid areas expand. 
Climate change increases the odds of both severe 
drought and heavier storms that could set the stage for 
more intense dust storms in the future.

Trump cites threat of  tariffs ‘so high’ to India, Pakistan 
to broker peace as 50% US levies take effect

provinces of Vietnam, seven people homes were affected and a few people 
died, one was missing and 34 were were injured from flash flooding and 
injured, state media reported.Nearly landslides in northern provinces.
20 centimeters (8 inches) of rain fell Thailand's Meteorological Department 
overnight in parts of northeast Vietnam warned of heavy rain in northern and 

northeastern regions Wednesday. 
Residents in foothills and low-
lying areas near waterways were 
warned about possible flash 
floods and landslides.The rain 
was part of the aftermath of 
Tropical Storm Kajiki, which 
made landfall Monday afternoon 
in central Vietnam, where 
thousands of people were 
evacuated from high-risk areas.

Kajiki earlier brought winds and 
rain to China’s southern Hainan 

COLOMBO. (Agency)  Island.and flood warnings remained for some 
 HANOI: Heavy rain caused flooding Scientists published a 2024 study riverside areas.In Thailand, one person 

and landslides on Wednesday in parts warning seas warmed by climate died and another was missing from a 
of Southeast Asia, where at least eight change will result in Southeast Asia’s landslide Wednesday in part of the 
deaths were reported in the aftermath cyclones forming closer to land, northern city of Chiang Mai.
of a tropical storm.Flooding occurred strengthening faster and lasting longer, Thailand’s Department of Disaster 
in several northern and central raising risks for cities.Prevention and Mitigation said many 

You're going to have a nuclear war. You President of the Republic of Korea on conflict after the Pahalgam terror attack  world.(Agency) 
guys are going to end up in a nuclear war. Monday (US local time).He added, "The that left 26 people dead and that he US President Donald Trump on Wednesday 
And that was very important to them. I said, war with India and Pakistan was the next intervened at a crucial time to de-escalate.once again claimed he helped avert a 
call me back tomorrow, but we're not going level that was going to be a nuclear war... "We have stopped wars between India and potential nuclear clash between India and 
to do any deals with you, or we're going to Pakistan. They were probably going Pakistan in May.Addressing a cabinet 
put tariffs on you that are so high. I don't to end up in a nuclear war. They shot meeting at the White House, Trump said he 
give a damn. Your head's going to spin. down five planes in the last attack. It had spoken with a "very terrific" Prime 
You're not going to end up in a war," he was back and forth, back and forth. I Minister Narendra Modi and warned New 
added."Within about five hours, it was called them and I said no more trade if Delhi and Islamabad that continued 
done. It was done. Now maybe it starts you do this. They are both powerful hostilities would trigger tariffs "so high" 
again, I don't know. I don't think so. But I'll nuclear nations. Who knows where and jeopardise trade deals.Trump’s latest 
stop it if it does. We can't let these things that would have ended up, and I comments come as his administration’s 
happen," Trump said.Trump also repeated stopped it..." Trump said.50% tariffs on Indian imports — an initial 
his claim that seven fighter jets or more 25% duty and an additional 25% “penalty” His remarks came a day after the White 
were shot down during the hostilities, over New Delhi’s energy ties with Russia House credited his intervention with 
saying, "I saw they were fighting, then I — take effect today. India has termed the helping secure a "ceasefire" between 
saw seven jets were shot down. I said, move as “unjustified and unreasonable”. India and Pakistan following They already shot down 7 jets - that was 
'That's not good.' That's a lot of jets. You Operation Sindoor, which targeted terror "I'm talking to a very terrific man, Modi of raging. I said, 'You want to trade? We are 
know, USD 150 million planes were shot camps in Pakistan and Pakistan-Occupied India. I said, what's going on with you and not doing any trade or anything with you if 
down. A lot of them. Seven, maybe more Jammu and Kashmir on May 7.India has Pakistan? Then I spoke to Pakistan about you keep fighting, you've got 24 hours to 
than that. They didn't even report the real consistently denied any third-party trade. I said, what's going on with you and settle it'. They said, 'Well, there's no more 
number."The US President had earlier put involvement in the de-escalation asserting India? This has been going on for a hell of a war going on.' I used that on numerous 
the number at five and said he used trade that it was Pakistan's Director General of long time, sometimes under different occasions. I used trade and whatever I had 
pressure to halt the escalation. Military Operations who reached out to his names for hundreds of years," the US to use..."Trump has referred to the India-

"I have stopped all of these wars. A big one Indian counterpart on May 10, leading to a President said during the cabinet meeting. Pakistan conflict several times before.
would have been India and Pakistan..." he ceasefire agreed upon directly between the "But I said, what's going on?... I said, no, no, I In July, he made a similar claim, saying India 
said during a bilateral meeting with the two sides.don't want to make a trade deal with you. and Pakistan were close to a nuclear 

products to force the US to the negotiating production,” an executive order from Beijing does not export magnets to the US KHARTOUM .  (Agency)  
table during a trade war.US President Trump declared in March. but noted “that’s perhaps behind us.”   OMAHA: US production of crucial 
Donald Trump said this week that China Instead, he said he could withhold airplane It was not until Beijing rolled out export components in electric vehicles,  
“intelligently went and they sort of took a parts to ground China’s American-made restrictions on several rare earths in April smartphones and fighter jets is set to 
monopoly of the world's magnets," but he Boeing jets.When asked about the leverage, expand rapidly in the coming years, as the 
expressed confidence in securing supplies Guo Jiakun, a Chinese foreign ministry Trump administration intensifies efforts to 
because the US has “much bigger and spokesman, said Tuesday that Beijing build up the critical mineral industry in the 
better cards."“We’re going to have a lot of “follows the principle of mutual respect, United States to work to break the 
magnets in a pretty short period of time. In peaceful coexistence and mutually chokehold that China has on the global 
fact, we'll have so many, we won’t know beneficial cooperation” in dealing with the supply chain.The federal government is 
what to do with them,” he said as he hosted US.“We hope the US will work with us to pumping hundreds of millions of dollars 
South Korean President Lee Jae jointly promote the steady, sound and into American companies, has made an 
Myung.Critical minerals have been tied to sustainable development of bilateral ties,” agreement with one firm to set a minimum 
national securityIndustry insiders, analysts Guo said.Critical minerals industry price for some US-produced critical 
and lawmakers have warned for years that welcomes supportThe Pentagon is mine ra l s ,  and  has  l aunched  an  
America’s dependence on China for investing $400 million in rare-earth investigation into foreign-made supplies.
critical minerals — a list of 50 minerals that producer MP Materials. It gave the US "This is the Manhattan Project moment for — leading to a temporary halt of Ford’s 
includes 17 sought-after rare-earth company a $150 million loan this month, rare earths," said Joshua Ballard, CEO of electric vehicle production — that "the 
elements — is a national vulnerability. The has promised to ensure every magnet made USA Rare Earth, which plans next year to problem that for over a decade seemed far 
hard-to-pronounce elements are needed in at its massive new plant is bought and set a start making the rare-earth magnets that away hit close to home,” said Gracelin 
smartphones, wind turbines and robots as minimum price for its neodymium and appear in many products. Baskaran, director of the Critical Minerals 
well as missiles, submarines and fighter praseodymium products for a decade.“It Security Program at the Washington-based The White House has made it a priority to 
jets.“Our national and economic security looks like we’re going to finally do Center for Strategic and International revive the domestic critical minerals 
are now acutely threatened by our reliance something to address that issue and make Studies.Trump said Monday that he could industry, which is proving urgent after 
upon hostile foreign powers’ mineral these projects a reality.charge 200% tariffs on Chinese goods if Beijing leveraged its near-monopoly on the 

Parents Of  Missing 7-Month-
Old California Boy Charged 
With Murder

'Manhattan Project moment': Trump admin invests in US 
rare earths in push to break China's grip
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118.69 lakh acres from 91 lakh acres last A crisis is simmering in Telangana, and the farmers are 
year, the picture becomes clearer. at the receiving end. Serpentine queues at the 
Additionally, paddy cultivation has grown Primary Agricultural Cooperative Society centres 
significantly, resulting in increased for hours on end, at places even from early morning, 
demand for fertil isers.  A closer have become the norm—something not witnessed in 
examination raises pertinent questions. years. The reason is an acute shortage of urea.The 
Granted, we have import constraints. What Centre has allotted 9.8 lakh metric tonnes (LMT) to 
have the Centre and states done to keep Telangana for this Kharif, but the state has received 
pace with the demand? There are 5.42 LMT so far. The situation is largely the same in 
programmes to promote natural farming other states. Reasons are many. There are global 
and fertilisers other than the widely used supply chain disruptions and lower-than-expected 
ones. However, much more needs to be imports due to factors such as China halting its 
done to raise awareness among farmers. exports. Still, India has agreements with the Saudis, 
Importantly, domestic production must be UAE, Nigeria, and other countries to import urea. It’s 
freed from the ‘inspector raj’ as industry not that we are entirely dependent on imports; we are 
bodies demand. Currently, the Centre must the world’s third-largest producer of fertilisers. 
expedite imports, ramp up domestic However, as the second-largest user in the world, the 

stock with the Centre at the beginning of this month was production, and improve distribution. Both the ruling and country is not yet self-reliant. It is clear that something has 
about half of what it was last August. opposition in the state have turned the crisis into a boxing gone wrong, and the sooner the Centre and states 

Furthermore, the increased cultivable area in Telangana is match, with the result that panic is spreading. The onus is acknowledge it, the better. Domestic production isn’t on 
taking its toll. Farmers in the State use about 170 kg per on both to see reality for what it is, rather than confusing expected lines. The Ramagundam Fertilisers and 
acre. When we consider that the sown area increased to the farmers.Chemicals Ltd went out of action for some time. The urea 

The OMG pool: 
Paddling gamers 
out of  gambling

Northeast’s battles: Land, coal & corruption

8.8 percent—the fastest in Asia. Even with moderation, upgrade as the final word would be a mistake. India’s disinvestment. Neither is guaranteed.
S&P expects annual growth to average 6.8 percent over new rating of BBB still keeps it just two notches above To sustain momentum, India must deliver on four fronts. 
the next three years. In an era when China is slowing ‘junk’ grade. The upgrade acknowledges progress, but One, India has to aim at deepening its tax reforms, 
and advanced economies are flirting with stagnation, also embeds a warning: backsliding could be punished. widening of the base. Direct tax reform—especially 
India offers a rare momentum. Three risks stand out. First, the risk of external r a t iona l i s ing  exempt ions  and  improv ing  

The Centre’s provisional fiscal deficit has narrowed to headwinds. The looming threat of 50 percent US tariffs compliance—are essential to lift revenues sustainably.
4.8 percent of GDP in 2024-25, with a target of 4.4 on selected Indian exports is not trivial. S&P calls it Second, India has to strengthen its fiscal transparency. 
percent for 2025-26. General government “manageable” because India’s economy is Consistent, transparent fiscal reporting will matter 
deficits—which measure the gap between overall consumption-driven; but trade tensions could still dent more to rating agencies than ambitious targets. Third, 
government spending and revenue—are the new upgrade is a mandate in favour 
expected to fall from 7.3 percent to 6.6 of the government’s push for 
percent by 2028-29. Debt, while high at infrastructure investments. However, 
about 81 percent of GDP, is finally on a such investments have to fructify in a 
d o w n w a r d  s l o p e .  F o r  r a t i n g  timely and cost-efficient manner. On August 14, after an 18-year gap, India’s sovereign 
agenc ies—always  wary  o f  f i sca l  States, which account for nearly 40 credit rating was upgraded for the first time by S&P 
slippage—this trajectory mattered. percent of public spending, must be Global Ratings. The long-term sovereign credit rating 

Finally, the trajectory of our inflation also encouraged to build the institutional was upgraded from BBB– to BBB, nudging the 
signalled a policy credibility, with consumer capacity to deliver projects on time and country a notch higher within the investment-grade 
price inflation falling to 1.6 percent in July within budget.Finally, it is important to bracket. The short-term ratings, and the transfer and 
2025, comfortably within the Reserve guard macrostability, including convertibility assessment were also upgraded. On 
Bank’s 2-6 percent band, after bouts of food i n f l a t i o n  c o n t r o l ,  c u r r e n c y  paper, this was a technical adjustment. In reality, it was 
and fuel shocks.The payoffs from the management, and financial stability. An a verdict on India’s resilience, reforms and readiness 
upgrade have been visible. Markets upgrade can quickly unravel if ivestors for the next stage of growth.Credit ratings are the 
celebrated, yields on 10-year government sense a populist drift in policy.Beyond world’s shorthand for risk. They shape how much a 
bonds eased, foreign inflows into Indian debt economics, the upgrade is also about country pays to borrow abroad, influence how global 
rose, and S&P promptly upgraded 10 Indian narrative. India has positioned itself as funds allocate their portfolios and signal to investors 
banks and non-banking financiers. For the world’s fastest-growing large whether a nation is on the path of stability or 
companies planning infrastructure economy, a hub for digital innovation, vulnerability. In the years since 2007, the Indian 
investments, the signal was clear: the cost of and a champion of emerging-market economy endured the global financial crisis, the ‘taper sentiment. Second, the risk of fiscal trade-offs. The capital is likely to come down. For the government, the resilience. The rating upgrade reinforces this story. But tantrum’ in 2013, two currency crises in 2013 and 2018, government’s ambitious GST 2.0 reforms aim to implications are equally significant: lower borrowing it also places the country under sharper scrutiny. Every a once-in-a-century pandemic and commodity shocks simplify taxes and spur consumption. In the long run, costs free up fiscal room for productive policy choice—from managing climate finance to triggered by war. That India’s rating has finally moved this is welcome. In the short run, it could squeeze spending.There is also a softer, but equally important, regulating tech platforms—will now be judged also up suggests that, despite all the turbulence, something revenues, making fiscal targets harder to meet. Finally, dividend: confidence. An upgrade after 18 years through the prism of international confidence.The about the fundamentals has changed for the better. one needs to consider the debt dynamics in India’s case, reassures investors that India is not just a high-growth upgrade is a milestone, but it is also a mandate. If India S&P’s assessment rests on a triad of strengths: gowth, as the tax-GDP ratio remains modest at about 11.6 story but also a credible borrower. In a global economy uses this moment to double down on fiscal reforms, fiscal prudence and stability.Between 2021-22 and percent. Without stronger revenue mobilisation, debt riddled with uncertainty, this creibility is worth more expand its revenue base, and maintain macro stability, 2023-24, India clocked an average real GDP growth of reduction will rely disproportionately on growth and than any single fiscal statistic.And yet, to treat the the next upgrade will take fewer than 18 years.

Fertiliser demand, poor supply stir farm crisis

The online money gaming industry in India is in a 
tizzy. In the week gone by, the Promotion and 
Regulation of Online Gaming Bill 2025 was 
swiftly introduced and passed in both Houses of 
parliament.It sure has been a tumultuous week for 
every gaming company that has been the talk of 
the town for the past several years. This high-
visibility industry has grown leaps and bounds. 
While the 2025 numbers are awaited, the size of 
the industry in 2024 has been estimated to be 
?31,938 crore ($3.7 billion). The number for 2029 
was estimated at ?78,500 crore ($9.1 billion). The 
industry today speaks of an ecosystem of 2 lakh 
employees, a large number of companies, deep 
investments in online tech, a thriving ecosystem of 
influencers and a robustly-active advertising plan 
that ropes in both influencers and big stars from 
the realm of cricket and cinema to rope in new 
customers.Dream11, just one of the 1900-plus 
companies around, hit it big while sponsoring the 
Indian cricket team jersey that can attract as many 
as 78 crore eyeballs—more than half the country’s 
population—at one go. Anyone who makes it to a 
cricket jersey in India is a big moneymaker brand 
with big ambitions. On the sly and superstitious 
side of the fence, any brand that has made it to the 
cricket jersey in recent times has had it hard. 
Sahara, Oppo, Byju’s and now Dream11 are all 
brands that soared high and, coincidentally, landed 
with a sudden thud. The Indian cricket jersey jinx 
is something to consider for sure.

Even as you consider the jinx, the gaming industry 
has most certainly seen it coming, but has possibly 
used every tool to postpone the inevitable for a 
while. This is an industry that grabbed the 
attention and involvement of more than 45 crore 
Indians who put their money into games that 
excited their interest and avarice.The annual loss 
of the gamer is estimated to be ?20,000-26,000 
crore. The loss of the gamer is the gain of the 
gaming company. The industry believed in 
grabbing the largest number of eyeballs of 
potential customers. Cricket in general and the 
Indian Premier League in particular were great 
devices to garner eyeballs. The industry poured 
big money into cricket sponsorship and decided to 
spend money upfront to gain customers—ending 
up with 45 crore gamers.The big losers in this ban 
on online money gaming (OMG) are the big 
companies that paid lopsided interest towards 
plucking the low-hanging fruit and did precious 
little for e-sports and casual games of skill. It was 
easier to get in those who wanted to play OMGs in 
a nation where gambling is illegal. Wagering is a 
passion for a lot of people who want to see the 
better life without putting in the hard work needed 
to get there.But let’s be fair—it’s not laziness 
alone. There is the fact that you might want to put 
in that hard work, but the opportunities to absorb it 
don’t exist at all. Wagering is both a fun thing to do 
(look at the Diwali ‘teen-patti’ parties that are just 
about beginning) and a compulsive thing to do 
(look at gaming addiction) at times.OMGs first 
drew the attention of the lowest wage-earning 
classes of society, who put in their meagre savings 
with the quest to make it rich. Your Ola cabdriver, 
your help at home, and the corner kirana-store guy 
probably wanted a piece of OMG action early and 
quick. Small winnings spurred a deeper 
involvement. In the beginning the money was 
yours. And then in came money that you made by 
selling things you did not want in the home. And 
then came the moneylender. The moneylender 
looking for opportunities got into the act. This 
informal lending sector has gotten a boost as well, 
thanks to OMG.And when the debts started rising, 
the pressure on the losing gamer started building. 
Loans were taken to settle other ones. In the case of 
as many as 32 reported loss of lives due to suicide 
related to OMG (in the last 31 months), it was end-
game. OMGs did not go after these lives. It was the 
moneylender and the risssing debt profiles that 
were building up in the most susceptible parts of 
the economic food chain.

India’s first sovereign credit rating upgrade in 
18 years is a verdict on its economic 

resilience. With this, the cost of capital for 
companies planning infrastructure 

investments should come down. But the 
upgrade also puts a sharper focus on India’s 

policy stewardship

The urea stock with the Centre at the beginning of this month was about half of what it was last August

Sovereign credit rating upgrade: A milestone and a mandate

From Dima Hasao to Jaintia Hills, who owns the region’s wealth?
A Guwahati High Court Judge's admonishment of a 

corporate lawyer about a private company being allotted 
3,000 bighas in the thickly forested and resource-rich 
Dima Hasao district has drawn wide media attention. The 
allotment was made by the local district council for the 
firm, owned by JK Lakshmi Cement of the New Delhi-
based JK Group, to operate a mine and cement plant. 
Public interest in the issue has soared, especially after 
official videos of the court proceedings surfaced on social 
media, where the lawyer appeared clueless about the 
topography of the area. Is it a joke, the judge snapped, 
asserting that public interest was paramount.

Dima Hasao and two other districts in Assam are governed 
under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, which gives 
locally elected politicians control over resources such as 
land, forests and water. The state government does not 
have much power over these subjects, which can be 
compared to the district panchayati system but is meant to 
protect tribal rights as the communities in these areas are 
poor and vulnerable.The allotment was made after the 
Dima Hasao Autonomous Council passed resolutions 
making the land transfer in October and November last 
year. Two villages were informed that the acquisition 
would be done and they would receive compensation. But 
news accounts of the process say that the council received 
the bulk of the Rs 50-crore compensation and most 
villagers were given cheques for Rs 2 lakh while the crawl into poorly ventilated mines to dig out coal. Yet The challenge of accountability is seen most vividly in a 
village heads got Rs 15 lakh. Reactions and opposition illegal mining has persisted and, in the process, report of the Comptroller and Auditor-General (CAG), 
erupted, especially after bulldozers (now a familiar sight undermined the state's economy as it is untaxed; big which was tabled in the Meghalaya Assembly in July. In a 
in Assam aimed at evicting people from forest lands) names are said to be involved, but are only whispered stinging indictment of the Jaintia Hills Autonomous 
arrived. A writ petition challenging the allotment was about and never surface in the public domain.According District Council (which has been in existence since 
filed in the high court and this is the case where the judge to the inquiry committee appointed by the high court to 1964), the report underlined that "There was a total 
made his remarks.While the Sixth Schedule empowers investigate illegal mining and transportation of coal, misappropriation of Rs 7.08 crore, comprising Rs 5.49 
tribal groups with specific powers, what needs to be more than 1,500 coal depots were to be inspected by state crore from 2001 to 2004 and an additional Rs 1.59 crore 
asked is if the council applied its mind rigorously to the officials. Only a handful have been checked and Justice misappropriated between March and May 2014. Despite 
issue before deciding.In the neighbouring state of BP Katakey is exasperated by the slow pace of the work recovering Rs 1.69 crore, significant amounts remain 
Meghalaya, coal mining is one of the most sensitive of the state government. “I find the progress in East outstanding, with Rs 5.39 crore yet to be recovered. 
political, economic and environmental issues. Jaintia Hills (district) very slow and unsatisfying, while Despite partial recovery of the embezzled funds, these 
Allegations of extensive corruption and misgovernance the quantity in other districts is very small,” he remarked. were not disclosed in the Annual Accounts for proper 
have been swirling around for decades and the monitoring of recovery of the balance amount."Meghalaya depends on Central government funds to run its 
disappearance of lakhs of tonnes of the mineral under the administrative machinery and projects and raises limited The report was for 2017-2018 and pulls no punches — but 
nose of officials earlier this year despite a court order financial resources of its own. However, some funding the question is: how does the Meghalaya Government 
provoked anger. comes from what are euphemistically called EAPs or plan to follow up on it, apart from tabling the report in the 

But when nearly 4,000 tonnes of coal vanished last month externally aided projects which are financed by such Assembly? Will it seek to fix responsibility or simply 
and the state Excise Minister claimed it could have been lending institutions as the World Bank, the Asian repeat the past refrain of better financial discipline and 
washed away by heavy rains, derision replaced anger. Development Bank and the German development improved training of staff? Granted, these amounts look 
The minister, Kyrmen Shylla, said, “Meghalaya receives organisation, GIZ. like small change, given the scale of defalcation and 
the highest rainfall. You never know... because of rain, the financial misdemeanours which are reported on a regular The extent of the coal mining — and transportation — 
coal might have swept away. Chances are very high.” But basis from the major metros and larger states.Meghalaya problem was revealed in a road accident on the busy 
then he appeared to back out, perhaps, because even he is a small state. Last year, the Niti Aayog said it was the Shillong-Guwahati highway. A large truck lost control 
realised how absurd this sounded. “I cannot blame just third poorest state in India after Bihar and Jharkhand, and overturned, blocking traffic and spilling its load. It 
the rain. It could be or it could not be. I really don't have graded on the basis of multi-dimensional poverty. We was carrying a full consignment of coal. The truck was 
any kind of details,” he said.But the issue is anything but need to remember that funds that disappear, as in the moved from the accident site but the coal lay on the 
funny. The National Green Tribunal banned coal mining JHAC, could have made a crucial difference for people highway. “It'll vanish by the morning,” said a Shillong 
in the state in 2014, following a series of mining disasters — between remaining in poverty and rising out of it.resident after hearing of the incident.
in what is known as rat-hole mines, where miners have to 
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NEWS BOX

RAJGIR release."We have a very young team, and . (Agency) "We are extremely excited to be here in India 
 The Kazakhstan men's hockey team has over the past few months our preparation for the very first time. This country is 

landed here for the Asia Cup starting August has been about giving these players known as the heartland of hockey, and for us 
29, marking its first appearance in the confidence and exposure at the 
continental showpiece since 1994. highest level.The energy and 

Led by Yerkebulan Dyussebekov, the enthusiasm in the group is 
team landed on Tuesday night, its fantastic, and we are eager to learn 
maiden appearance on Indian and grow with every match," he 
soil.Kazakhstan's 1994 Asia Cup added.
outing in Hiroshima had ended in a About the challenging pool 
fifth-place finish.The same year, they p l a c e m e n t ,  D y u s s e b e k o v  
also secured a sixth-place finish at the acknowledged that his side will 
Asian Games.Currently ranked 81st in have to fight hard.

"Being placed in a group with India, the FIH World Rankings, Kazakhstan 
Japan, and China will be a tough are in Pool A, drawn alongside hosts 
challenge, but we see this as a great Idia, Japan and China.They will open 
chance to test ourselves against their campaign against Japan on August 
some of the best teams in Asia. Our 29, followed by a clash with China on 

to play in such an atmosphere is a very aim is to fight hard, play with discipline, and August 31, before wrapping up the group 
special opportunity," Dyussebekov was make Kazakhstan proud on this big stage," stage with an encounter against India on 
quoted as saying by Hockey India in a press Dyussebekov concluded.September 1.

be able to officially announce my switch mainstay for Tamil Nadu since his debut in 
once I get the formal approval letter from 2012, playing 58 Ranji Trophy matches and 
Tripura," Shankar told Cricbuzz on amassing 3,142 runs at an average of 44.25, 
Tuesday.A Tripura Cricket Association with 11 centuries and 16 half-centuries. In 
(TCA) official confirmed later in the day List A cricket, he has 1,702 runs from 62 
that Shankar will indeed join Vihari as one outings, while his T20 career has yielded 

1,004 runs from 47 matches.The all-rounder 
enjoyed a strong red-ball campaign last 
season, scoring 476 runs in six Ranji 
matches at 52.88, including two centuries. 
He also chipped in with 188 runs in List A 
games, though his Syed Mushtaq Ali 
Trophy campaign was less fruitful with just 
83 runs in four matches.Meanwhile, 
Hanuma Vihari has already confirmed his 
move to Tripura after parting ways with 
Andhra. The 31-year-old announced on 
social media that he has signed as one of of their professionals for the 2025-26 
Tripura's three professionals and will season. Tripura will feature in the Elite New Delhi, .  (Agency)
represent them in all formats.”After division across all three domestic India all-rounder Vijay Shankar is reportedly 
thoughtful consideration, I have made the tournaments—the Ranji Trophy, Vijay set to join the Northeastern outfit for the 
decision to move to the Tripura Cricket Hazare Trophy and Syed Mushtaq Ali upcoming domestic season, having already 
Association, where I'll be representing the Trophy - with Vihari expected to lead the secured a No Objection Certificate (NOC) 
state in all three formats of the game," Vihari side.Shankar, 34, has represented India in from the Tamil Nadu Cricket Association 
wrote on X, adding that the switch offers 12 ODIs and nine T20Is, including the 2019 (TNCA)."I have obtained the NOC from 
him a platform that better aligns with his World Cup clash against Pakistan at Old TNCA but am yet to receive confirmation 
aspirations.Trafford. Domestically, he has been a from the Tripura Cricket Association. I will 

Vijay Shankar to join Hanuma Vihari at 
Tripura, set to leave Tamil Nadu

New Delhi. (Agency) 
Retired India spinner Ravichandran Ashwin 

called time on his Indian Premier League 
career on Wednesday, August 27. Ashwin 
took to his social media account to announce 
the decision. The legendary spinner played 
221 matches in the competition and picked 
up 187 wickets."Special day and hence a 
special beginning. They say every ending 
will have a new start, my time as an IPL 
cricketer comes to a close today, but my time 
as an explorer of the game around various 
leagues begins today. Would like to thank all 
the franchisees for all the wonderful 
memories and relationships over the years 
and most importantly the IPL and the BCCI 
for what they have given me until now. Look 
forward to enjoying and making the most of 
what’s ahead of me," Ashwin said in a 
statement on Wednesday.Ashwin has 
featured for five teams in the Indian Premier 

League and even captained the Punjab 
franchise during his stint there. Over the 
course of his IPL career, he has represented 
Chennai Super Kings, Rising Pune 
Supergiants, Punjab Kings, Delhi Capitals, 
and Rajasthan Royals.Ashwin retires as the 
fifth-highest wicket-taker in the history of 
the tournament, behind Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Sunil Narine and 
Piyush Chawla. He has also scored 833 runs, 
including one half-century, for Rajasthan 
Royals.

R Ashwin's IPL 2025 Season
The spinner played his final season for his 

home team, CSK. He picked up 7 wickets 
and scored 33 runs in his 9 outings in the 
tournament. Ashwin was involved in other 
controversies amidst CSK's struggles in 
2025. Last season, Ashwin was called out 
due to his YouTube channel, which had 
criticised Afghan spinner Noor Ahmad, his 
CSK teammate. One of the channel's 
analysts, Prasanna Agoram, argued that 
Noor Ahmad was not needed in the lineup.

to address her service struggles. But the 20- next round." She will next face Olympic swapped for practicality, before dispatching 
year-old looked shaky early, dropping serve silver medallist Donna Vekic in what Belgium's Greet Minnen 6-3, 6-4 in 83 
in the opening game and producing a string promises to be another stern challenge.If minutes."This is my night outfit," Osaka said 
of errors before settling into her rhythm. Gauff's passage was a grind, Osaka's was with a smile. "Hopefully I'll wear my day 

outfit next time."Beyond the glamour - She broke decisively to claim the first set 
including a quirky bag charm she and appeared in control at 4-2 in the 
introduced as "Billie Jean Bling" - the 27-second, only for Tomljanovic - best 
year-old mother produced a performance remembered for her victory over Serena 
of grit and precision. She cracked seven Williams at Flushing Meadows in 2022 - 
aces, saved all break points in the second to mount a spirited fightback. The 
set, and converted all six of her Australian saved two set points, forced a NEW YORK . (Agency)
opportunities on Minnen's serve."I could tiebreak, and levelled the contest with  Coco Gauff was pushed to the brink but 
have had a better attitude - I was aggressive baseline hitting.Gauff's survived a stern first-round test at the US 
stressed," Osaka admitted. "But I'm glad I nerves showed in the decider as she Open, edging past Australia's Ajla 
was able to win. It feels really good to double-faulted twice while serving for Tomljanovic 6-4, 6-7(2), 7-5 under the 
have had some confidence-building the match at 5-4, but the American Arthur Ashe Stadium lights on Tuesday. 
matches recently, especially on a surface regained her composure to secure Naomi Osaka, meanwhile, dazzled on and 
that I love."Minnen, ranked 106th, was victory with a backhand winner, greeted off the court as she powered through her 
undone by 30 unforced errors against by a roar from the home crowd."There opener in straight sets.Gauff, the 2023 
Osaka's baseline aggression, as the were chances for it to be a straight-sets pure theatre. The two-time US Open champion, arrived in New York with a 

Japanese continued her quest to become the win, but it was tough," Gauff admitted. "I felt champion strode into Louis Armstrong revamped team after parting ways with 
first mother since Kim Clijsters in 2011 to she was getting so many balls back. It wasn't Stadium in a crystal-encrusted red Nike mentor  Mat t  Da ly  and  en l i s t ing  
win a Grand Slam singles title.the best, but I'm happy to be through to the outfit and rose-adorned ponytail, later biomechanics specialist Gavin MacMillan 

SPORTS

when they last won the title in the Season six purse, we tried to make it happen," said balanced team. I believe because of this 
as he worked as an assistant coach under Ramesh. thinking, the team performance will be very 

A team in transition but with a lot of promiseSehrawat.Now he is with a young team and good. I expect that they will play well, and all 
has the task of replacing a legend at the the players are practicing very 
helm. Speaking to India Today during hard, and whatever coach wants 
a virtual interaction, Ramesh said that skill-wise, they are working on 
the pressure is on him when it comes to it," said Ramesh.

When it comes to strategy, Ramesh replacing Sehrawat as the fans will 
said his ideology is different from have big expectations from him.There 
Sehrawat. While the change does is a lot of pressure on me right now, 
excite the coach, he cautioned because all our Bengaluru Bulls 
everyone saying that it will take followers are very dependent on us. 
him time to implement his style They say 'Ramesh sir went to 
with the team."My strategy and two–three teams and showed good NEW YORK. (Agency)
another coach’s strategy — they performance in those teams also. The IBengaluru Bulls have hit the reset button hard 
are always different, every coach expectation everyone has right now is ahead of season 12 of the Pro Kabaddi 
has his own strategy. In the same that the same performance which I League. The biggest change came with the 
way, I have explained my kind of produced with the previous teams, the coaching staff as the legendary coach 
strategy to the players and same will be replicated here too — Randhir Singh Sehrawat was relieved off his 
prepared them. We’ll see once the t h a t ’ s  w h a t  p e o p l e  k e e p  duties at the end of the season after the Bulls During the auction, Ramesh said the focus 

season starts. Very important will be how the thinking.""Now, I have a very big ended at the bottom of the table with just 19 went on the defence and they invested on 
team’s combination fits, and how the team responsibility, becoming the coach in points after 22 games.And one of the major young, up-and-coming raiders. The coach 
performance happens — that has to be seen. Bengaluru after Season 6. Last year, our changes was seeing a new squad come in and feels that he believes the team performance 
In one or two matches at the start, no team team’s performance was very poor, and after a coach who is familiar with what the Bulls will be very good this time around due to this 
can tell anything. After six or seven matches, that, we changed the whole team and made a are all about. BC Ramesh is a serial winner as mantra."That’s why this time we built a 
only then it will be known who is playing new team, and made a different strategy. he lifted the PKL title with Puneri Paltan in strong defence and gave chances to young 
how and what," said Ramesh.Whatever chances we had, according to our Season 10. In fact, he was with the Bulls raiders in this season. We have made a totally 

US Open: Gauff survives Tomljanovic scare, 
Osaka cruises to second round

Pressure and Promise: Bengaluru Bulls coach 
BC Ramesh lays out bold PKL 12 vision

First time since 1994: Kazakhstan 
check in for hockey's Asia Cup

 New Delhi.  (Agency)
New Zealand pacer Lockie Ferguson has 

recalled one of the defining moments of the 
2019 World Cup semi-final against India-the 
sight of MS Dhoni leaving a delivery in the 
middle of a tense run chase. With the pressure 
high at Old Trafford and India chasing 240, 
Dhoni's decision to shoulder arms surprised 
even Ferguson. For the bowler, it was a small 
but crucial win, a reminder of how fine 
m a r g i n s  s h a p e d  t h a t  d r a m a t i c  
knockout.India's chase had already gone 
wrong after Trent Boult and Matt Henry 
reduced them to 5-2 and later 24-4. A fighting 
77 from Ravindra Jadeja, alongside Dhoni, 
brought some hope, but the task was still 
tough. At one stage, India needed 52 from 31 
balls when Dhoni let the delivery go, leaving 
fans-and Ferguson-stunned. Looking back, 
Ferguson admitted he never expected the 
veteran to leave the ball at such a moment.

"I can't remember what they were needing to 
chase at the time, but I knew they had to score 
a few runs. The plan was to bowl and see if MS 

would undercut it, and he left it. So I was 
surprised because naturally, when you're 
bowling, you're trying to restrict runs, then it's 
nice when a batter leaves it," Ferguson told 
CrickTracker.The contest only got tighter. 
With 31 required off 12 balls, Dhoni produced 
a trademark upper cut over deep backward 
point, sending Ferguson's delivery for six and 
shifting the pressure back onto the bowler. 
Ferguson revealed that he stuck to the same 
plan on the next ball, but this time Dhoni 
executed it perfectly again.

“I think the next over, the first ball, I tried again, 
and he just got it over the boundary for six. So 
the plan almost worked the second time as 
well. But it was nice to get him out that game 
and, of course, get across the line in the semi-
final," he added.

MS Dhoni's shocking leave 
in 2019 World Cup 

recalled by Ferguson: I 
was surprised

New Delhi. (Agency)
Former Australia captain Michael Clarke has 

revealed he has undergone surgery to remove 
skin cancer from his face, using the moment 
to urge others to stay vigilant about their 
health. The 44-year-old took to Instagram on 
Wednesday (27 August) to share a 
photograph of himself after the procedure, 
accompanied by a candid message about the 
importance of prevention and early 
detection.Skin cancer is real! Especially in 
Australia. Another one cut out of my nose 
today. A friendly reminder to get your skin 
checked. Prevention is better than cure but in 
my case, regular check-ups and early 
detection is key. So grateful that 
@drbishsoliman_ got it early," Clarke 
wrote.This is not Clarke's first battle with the 
illness. According to 7News, the former Test 
captain was first diagnosed in 2006 and has 
since had about a dozen cancers removed. 
Last year, he underwent surgery for a basal 
cell carcinoma on his chest, while in 2023 he 

had further procedures to remove cancers 
from his forehead and face.In 2023, Clarke 
also teamed up with the Australian Skin 
Cancer Foundation to raise awareness, later 
telling Sunrise that he tries to have full skin 
checks twice a year. Australia has the highest 
incidence of skin cancer globally, with 
figures showing that two in three Australians 
will be diagnosed with some form of the 
disease by the age of 70.Despite his health 
setbacks, Clarke remains a towering figure in 
Australian cricket. Between 2003 and 2015, 
he represented his country in 115 Tests, 245 
one-day internationals, and 34 T20 
internationals, scoring 8,643 Test runs and 
7,981 in ODIs. He also claimed 94 wickets 
across formats.Clarke captained Australia in 
74 Tests and 139 ODIs, leading the team to a 
5-0 Ashes whitewash in 2013-14 and to the 
World Cup title in 2015.

R Ashwin retires from 
IPL amid trade rumours, 
sets sight on overseas 

leagues

Australia great Michael 
Clarke grateful after skin 
cancer removed in fresh 

health scare

India all-rounder Vijay Shankar is 
set to turn out for Tripura in the 
upcoming domestic season after 
securing a No Objection Certificate 
(NOC) from the Tamil Nadu Cricket 
Association. The 33-year-old's 
move comes shortly after former 
India batter Hanuma Vihari also 
signed up with the North-Eastern 
side.

Bengaluru Bulls hit the reset button 
ahead of Pro Kabaddi League 
Season 12, with new coach BC 
Ramesh taking charge after Randhir 
Singh Sehrawat's exit. Ramesh 
opens up on pressure, strategy, and 
building a balanced squad.

 

 

Coco Gauff  survived a tough 
first-round match against Ajla 
Tomljanovic at the US Open. 
Naomi Osaka impressed with a 
commanding straight sets win, 
signalling strong form ahead.
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Officials have warned the new 
duties could make shipments 
to the US commercially 
unviable, triggering job losses 
and slower economic growth.

Their customers include the world’s companies no longer depend on local  KOCHI .(Agency)
From Vasco da Gama’s landing in Calicut biggest FMCG, food & beverage, farms. Instead, their tankers bring in 

in 1498 to the Dutch and the British raw mater ia ls  f rom Vietnam,  
setting up forts and factories along its Indonesia, Sri Lanka and even 
coast, Kerala’s spices once lured the Guatemala, process them in high-tech 
world. But today, the state’s spice 

factories in Kerala, and re-export them capital, Kochi, home to four of the 
to the world.“Our production is grossly world’s largest value-added spice 
insufficient for internal consumption,” extractors, is staring at an uncertain 

future as the United States slaps a admits Viju Jacob, executive chairman 
punitive 50% tariff on Indian spice of Synthite Industries, which alone 
exports beginning August 27. clocks nearly $500 million in revenues. 

The blow is significant. Synthite “We are importing pepper from nutraceutical and flavour & fragrance 
Industries, Plant Lipids, Mane Kancor Vietnam, Indonesia and Sri Lanka, brands. Together, they turn Indian 
and Akay Group – all headquartered in adding value, and then exporting it. spices into billion-dollar exports.
and around Kochi – together command Except cardamom and nutmeg, almost But there is a twist. Despite Kerala’s 
about 70% of the global market for everything else comes from outside.” historical legacy as the land of pepper, 
spice oleoresins and natural extracts. That model is now at risk.nutmeg and cardamom, these 

Your salary grew — did your SIP MIRA Money 
research head argues for Step-Up SIPs

United States on its ally to 50%. former Indian trade official.The US has years.Dawar’s clients include the major 
for now exempted some sectors such as fashion retailer Zara.Dawar, who is also The Indian government estimates the tariffs 
pharmaceuticals and electronic goods the regional chairman of the Council for will impact $48.2 billion worth of exports. 
from additional tariffs, bringing some Leather Exports — an export promotion Officials have warned the new duties 

body — said the US should understand could make shipments to the US 
that the steep tariffs will hurt its own commercially unviable, triggering job 
consumers.Groups representing losses and slower economic growth.
exporters warn that new import tariffs India–US trade relations have expanded in 
could hurt India’s small and medium recent years but remain vulnerable to 
enterprises that are heavily reliant on disputes over market access and domestic 
the American market.“It’s a tricky political pressures. India is one of the 
situation. Some product lines will fastest-growing among major global 

New Delhi .(Agency) simply become unviable overnight,” economies and it may face a slowdown as 
India is bracing for a sharp blow to its said Ajay Sahai, director general of the a result.Sectors to be impacted by US 

F e d e r a t i o n  o f  I n d i a n  E x p o r t  overseas trade as steep US tariffs take tariffsEstimates by New Delhi-based 
Organisations.effect on a range of Indian products on think tank, Global Trade Research relief for India as its exposure in these 

Wednesday — a move that threatens over Modi vows not to yield to US pressureInitiative, suggest labor-intensive sectors sectors is significant.
such as textiles, gems and jewelry, leather The tariffs come as the US administration half of India’s exports to its largest market Exporters fear losses

and highlights the fragile trade ties goods, food and automobiles will be hit continues to push for greater access to Puran Dawar, a leather footwear exporter in 
hardest.“The new tariff regime is a India’s agriculture and dairy sectors.between the two countries.US President northern India’s Agra city, says the 
strategic shock that threatens to wipe out Donald Trump had initially announced a India and the US have held five rounds of industry would take a substantial hit in the 
India’s long-established presence in the negotiations for a bilateral trade 25% tariff on Indian goods. But earlier near term unless domestic demand 
US, causing unemployment in export- agreement, but have yet to reach a deal.this month he signed an executive order strengthens and other overseas markets 
driven hubs and weakening its role in the buy more Indian goods. “This is an imposing an additional 25% tariff due to That's largely because New Delhi has 
industrial value chain,” said Ajay resisted opening these sectors to cheaper India’s purchases of Russian oil, bringing absolute shock,” said Dawar, whose 
Srivastava, the think tank's founder and a American imports.business with the US has grown in recent the combined tariffs imposed by the 

Absolute shock': As 50% US tariffs take effect, 
India braces for $48.2B export hit

Indian leather industry eyes expansion in 
Russian, African markets amid US tariffs

MUMBAI .(Agency)
The introduction of the Jan Vishwas Bill 2.0 in 

Parliament on 18 August 2025 is being hailed as 
a milestone in India’s attempt to shift towards 
trust-based governance.The bill is meant to 
foster greater trust in citizens and businesses, 
reduce the burden of criminalisation for minor 
infractions, and create an environment that 
encourages entrepreneurship and investment.

It has now been referred to a Select Committee of 
the Lok Sabha for deeper scrutiny. This bill 
promises to decriminalise 288 provisions across 
16 central laws in an effort to make India a more 
attractive manufacturing and investment 
destination.If successful, it could bolster the 
“Make in India” initiative and accelerate the 
journey towards transforming the country into a 
global manufacturing hub.The question, 
however, is not simply whether easing punitive 
provisions will improve the business 
environment, but whether the shift from 
criminal penalties to financial fines will 
strengthen efficiency or inadvertently open the 
doors to corruption and lax compliance. 
Supporters argue that the bill embodies a more 
modern and humane philosophy of regulation - 
“warn, correct and then penalize.”Instead of 
treating every minor error as a crime, the law 
seeks to assume good faith and treat mistakes as 
lapses to be corrected, reserving harsher 
consequences for repeat or wilful violations. 
This is not only a pragmatic approach to 
governance but also a reflection of a maturing 
democracy that chooses reform over fear. By 
decriminalising minor offences, courts will be 
freed to focus on serious crimes, while 
businesses will be spared the constant dread of 
criminal prosecution for technical lapses.Take, 
for instance, the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 
1940. Under the existing law, violations 
involving the manufacture or sale of Ayurvedic, 
Siddha, or Unani medicines could attract up to 
six months of imprisonment alongside fines. 
The Jan Vishwas Bill proposes to scrap the jail 
clause, replacing it with a significantly higher 
financial penalty of at least Rs 30,000.

The logic is clear: deterrence need not always 
involve jail terms; a steep monetary penalty can 
achieve compliance without clogging courts or 
intimidating small manufacturers.

Similarly, in the Central Silk Board Act, 1948, 
furnishing a false statement even if an innocent 
clerical error, was previously a criminal offence 
with up to one year of imprisonment. Under the 
new framework, the first instance would attract 
only a warning, while repeat offences would 
incur a penalty of Rs 25,000 to Rs 1 lakh, 
replacing the outdated Rs 1,000 fine. 

BUSINESS

Ease of doing business or ease 
of offending The Jan Vishwas 

Dilemma
Kolkata personal finance, one needs to does not require the investor to time the  .(Agency)

r e m e m b e r  t h a t ,  i n e r t i a  &  market. Additionally, it compounds the  Very few people are still strangers to the 
procrastination is costly,” remarks portfolio longer and better, mitigates term Systematic Investment Plans, or 
Bagdi.he then proceeds to say that inflation risk and doesn’t impact your SIPs. Almost everyone has heard about 
doing just systematic investments is lifestyle expenses drastically.The it and some have already adopted it. 
not enough — it has to rise gradually. MIRA Money expert also offers a But very few actually raise the SIP 
“If your average annual salary thumb rule — before incurring amount in step with their income. 

expenses, keep your SIPs in Inflation is constantly chipping away 
pace with your income. your buying power. To beat inflation 
Because one’s wealth journey and to create a really big amount of 
should reflect one’s evolving corpus one should think in terms of 
financial capacity.Step up SIPs. Mohit Bagdi, head of 

SIP versus Step-up SIPinvestment research and founding 
member of MIRA Money tells News9 A SIP and a Step-up SIP can 
why it is important.He begins with a create two vastly different 
scenario. You have an existing SIP but resu l t s .  Jus t  t ake  two 
many a times during the year you see c a l c u l a t o r s  f o r  a  
that there is always some surplus demonstration. The SIP 
amount in your bank account where calculator will tell you that if 

increment is 8-10%, then you should you are struggling with “where should you invest Rs 10,000 a month for 10 
Step-up your SIPs by 10%. In today’s I invest” or “is this the right time to years in mutual fund schemes and it 
digital age, you can simply automate it invest”. According to Bagdi, if you can they generate a 12% average return, the 
on investment platforms wherein a relate to this, then most often it is a case amount at the end of 10 years will 
month after your increments, platform of slower pace in SIP growth vs your become Rs 23.23 lakh. Now consider 
step-up your SIPs in existing funds,” he salary growth.Mere SIP is not enough the same person beginning the same 
advises. SIP (Rs 10,000) but raising it 10% “Several professionals I have seen, who 

Why Step-up SIP every year. He/she continues it for 10 set up a SIP early in their careers and 
Apart from aligning your savings into years with the same 12% average rarely revisit it for years, even as their 

investments, Bagdi says, one must return. Now the value generated will income rises steadily. The result? Over 
understand that stepping up SIPs help become Rs 33.74 lakh.(Disclaimer: time, their investment contribution 
in silently and effortlessly build long- This article is only meant to provide becomes disproportionately small 
term wealth. The biggest advantage: it information. compared to their earning potential. In 

Ahead of  festive season 
SBI Card and Flipkart 
launch co-branded credit 
card

 Kolkata: .(Agency)\
 Shoppers, marketers and policymakers are all eagerly 

looking forward to the impending festive and 
wedding season that is supposed to start in September 
and end in January. While marketers are looking 
forward to the surge in sales revenue which has 
eluded them in general for a few months, 
policymakers are watching how consumption drives 
GDP which they want to push up desperately and 
shoppers want to make the most of the benefits that 
festive shopping can generate.This time the salaried 
class have some extra cash in their pocket, thanks to 
the income tax relief till Rs 12 lakh salary which has 
kicked in from April. Repo Rate cut by the RBI has 
also driven personal interest rates down in all banks, 
which is supposed to boost discretionary purchase 
during the festive season. Keeping this backdrop in 
mind, SBI Cards has tied up with e-commerce giant 
Flipkart to offer a co-branded credit card to aid the 
shopping appetite of the people.The benefits and 

cashbacks
Named ‘Flipkart SBI Credit Card’, it has been designed 

with cashback benefits to for shoppers for discerning 
customers on the majority of their purchases, said SBI 
Card in a statement. The card was launched in the 
presence SBI Chairman C S Setty and MD Ashwini 
Kumar Tewari. By using this card, customers are 
entitled to 7.5% cashback on expenditure made on 
Myntra and 5% cashback on expenditure on Flipkart, 
Shopsy, and Cleartrip. All products in the Flipkart 
universe will be covered by this credit card, the 
company said.Customers can apply for this credit 
card through the Flipkart App and SBI Card SPRINT 
by v is i t ing  the  SBI  Card  websi te  SBI  
Card.com.However, it has to be kept in mind credit 
cards carry the highest rate of interest among all retail 
loan products. 

New Delhi.(Agency)
 In a relief for Indian electronics manufacturers, the 

United States has granted a temporary exemption 
from the 50% reciprocal tariffs on a range of Indian 
exports, including smartphones, switching and 
routing equipment, integrated circuits, and 
semiconductors. This exemption is linked to an 
ongoing Section 232 national security investigation 
in the US, which currently permits duty-free imports 
of these critical electronic products. However, the 
relief is temporary, and the imposition of future tariffs 
will depend on the outcome of the investigation.

The Trump administration had earlier announced 
multiple rounds of reciprocal tariffs of up to 50% on 
Indian goods, set to take effect from August 27. 
Earlier this month, President Donald Trump also 
declared an additional 25% tariff on Indian imports in 
response to India’s continued purchase of Russian 
crude oil.The exemption is expected to benefit major 
players such as Apple and Samsung, both of which 
have significantly expanded their manufacturing 
footprint in India. According to recent data, India 
became the largest supplier of smartphones  to the US 
in Q2 2025, accounting for 44% of the market share. 
India has now overtaken China as the leading 
smartphone exporter to the US. In June 2025, India’s 
electronics exports to the US surged by 23.5% to $8.3 
billion, with mobile phones—particularly 
iPhones—being the key growth driver.

Once world’s spice hub, Kerala 
braces for Trump tariff jolt

No reciprocal tariff  on Indian 
electronics exports to the US

markets. Current Chairman Asad Iraqi 
added that India’s free trade agreement 
with the UK would also be leveraged for 
new opportunities.Trade delegations 
are set to visit these regions soon, with 
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal 
expected to lead the mission to Russia. 
Buyer-seller meets are also planned in 
African countries.

C H A L L E N G E S  I N  
DIVERSIFICATION

qbal warned that entering new markets 
comes with challenges, as many are 
already saturated and competitive. 
“Besides, buyers everywhere are asking 
fo r  p r ice  concess ions ,  which  never a quick process,” he noted, adding tariff is temporary and that the 

complicates matters further,” he that the long-standing presence of Indian government will extend a support New Delhi.(Agency)
remarked.leather products in the US makes the package of 20-25%,” he added.Exporter A steep 50% tariff imposed by the US on 

P O T E N T I A L  B O O S T  F R O M  sudden tariff particularly disruptive.CLE Prerna Verma echoed these concerns, key Indian leather and footwear exports 
DOMESTIC MARKEThas resolved to send trade delegations to pointing out that product realignment has raised alarm within the domestic 

Iqbal also pointed to opportunities in the Russia and African nations to scout for would be necessary. “Styles that work in industry, with concerns that up to 90% of 
domestic market. With current per capita fresh opportunities. Jalan stressed that the U.S. or Europe may not appeal in trade could be impacted, according to R K 
footwear consumption in India at just 1.8 shifting markets is not easy, citing Russia or Japan,” she said.Jalan, National Chairman of the Council 
pairs annually, much of it low-cost variations in shoe sizes, consumer KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM CLE for Leather Exports (CLE).Speaking at a 
imports from China, plans are underway preferences and design trends.Locating MEETINGCLE meeting in Kanpur on Tuesday, Jalan 
to increase this to two pairs per person. alternative markets on short notice is At the Central Region meeting, former CLE said exporters are already under pressure 
“This increase could partially offset the tough because shoe sizes, design Chairman Javed Iqbal said the industry from global buyers demanding price cuts 
losses caused by shrinking exports,” he preferences, and consumer trends vary had reached a consensus to aggressively of 20-25%. “Tapping into new markets is 
noted.widely between regions. We hope this pursue trade in Russian and African 

New Delhi.(Agency)
Responding to the Association of Healthcare Providers 

India’s (AHPI) decision to suspend cashless 
hospitalisation services for Bajaj Allianz General 
Insurance and Care Health Insurance from 
September 1, the General Insurance Council (GIC) 
on Tuesday said that the action is arbitrary, lacks 
clarity or actionable details.The August 22 decision 
of the AHPI followed repeated complaints from its 
member hospitals that Bajaj Allianz has refused to 
revise hospital reimbursement rates in line with rising 
medical costs, and it has pressured hospitals to further 
reduce tariffs that were agreed upon years ago. In 
addition, member hospitals complained of unilateral 
deductions by the Company, delay in payments and 
unduly high time taken for issuing pre-auth and pre-
discharge approvals.Further, a similar notice has 
been served to Care Health Insurance on August 22, 
with a request for their response by 31st August 2025. 
Failing this, the AHPI’s member hospitals will be 
constrained to discontinue cashless services to Care 
Health Insurance beneficiaries as well.

The GIC said: “This sudden unilateral action on part of 
AHPI has created unnecessary confusion and 
concerns amongst citizens, impacting the trust in the 
health insurance ecosystem. Instead of enabling 
dialogue and resolution, a press statement was 
abruptly issued, prejudicing the interests of 
policyholders across the country.”

AHPI action against Bajaj 
Allianz, Care health 
Insurance arbitrary, lacks 
clarity: GIC

Trade delegations are set to 
visit Russia and Africa soon, 
with Commerce Minister 
Piyush Goyal expected to lead 
the mission in Russia. Buyer-
seller meets are also planned 
in African countries.
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