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Operation Sindoor will go down as example in humanity's fight against terrorism: President Murmu
The Sikh Times

New Delhi,Aug 14: President Droupadi Murmu on Thursday lauded as historic the Indian military response to Pakistan-sponsored terror attack in Pahalgam and said it would go down in history as an example in humanity's fight against terror-
ism. Addressing the nation on the eve of the 79th Independence Day, Murmu described the killing of innocent citizens on a holiday in Kashmir as cowardly and utterly inhuman and said India responded in a decisive manner and with steely resolve.
"Operation Sindoor showed that our armed forces are prepared to meet any eventuality when it comes to guarding the nation. With strategic clarity and technical capability, they destroyed terrorist hubs across the border. I believe Operation Sindoor
will go down in history as an example in humanity’s fight against terrorism," she said. The President also noted the national unity in the wake of the attack terming it India's biggest strength against the enemy. The world, she said, has taken note of
India’s stance, that we will not be the aggressor, but will not hesitate to retaliate in defence of our citizens. Murmu added that Operation Sindoor was also a test case of the Atmanirbhar Bharat mission in the defence sector. "The outcome has proved
that we are on the right path. Our indigenous manufacturing has achieved the critical level that makes us self-sufficient in meeting many of our security requirements. These are landmark achievements in India’s defence history since Independence,"
she said. In the backdrop of a tariff war with the US, the President spoke of the Indian economy being the fastest growing major economy. She said India is well on the way to becoming a self-reliant nation and is moving ahead with great confidence,
and with a GDP growth rate of 6.5 per cent in the last fiscal, India is the fastest growing among the major economies in the world. "Even amid stress in the global economy, demand at home is pacing ahead. Inflation has remained under control.
Exports are rising. All key indicators show the economy in the pink of health. This is as much due to carefully calibrated reforms and sagacious economic management as due to the hard work and dedication of our workers and farmers," she said,
noting how several people had been pulled out of poverty. Speaking of the need to root out corruption, the President said India is moving ahead towards that future with sustained good governance, and zero tolerance for corruption.
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New Delhi: Traumatic brain injuries (TBIs) are a significant public health challenge, partic-
ularly in emergency settings, rural areas, and underserved populations where advanced diag-
nostic tools like CT or MRI scans are inaccessible or delayed. India has now developed a hand-
held device, Cerebo, to detect TBI, and it has received approval from the Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI). Developed through a collaboration between the Indian Council of
Medical Research- Medical Device and Diagnostics Mission Secretariat, AIIMS Bhopal,
NIMHANS Bengaluru, and Bioscan Research (ICMR-MDMS), a handheld device called CERE-
BO has been developed to detect brain injuries. “We use CT scans to detect brain injuries. This
device is an easy alternative to check for bleeding in the brain. It has received approval from
DCGI,” ICMR Director General Dr Rajiv Bahl said. Globally, TBI affects 69 million people, and
more than 8 million are misdiagnosed. In its annual report, ICMR has explained the efficiency
of Cerebo over traditional methods, such as the Glasgow Coma Scale and imaging techniques,
which require specialised infrastructure, trained personnel, and are cost-intensive. The Glasgow
Coma Scale is a neurological scale used to assess a person's level of consciousness after a trau-
matic brain injury or other acute medical conditions. “To address this issue, Cerebo—a

portable, non-invasive brain injury diagnostic tool—
has been developed using advanced near-infrared
spectroscopy technology powered by machine learn-
ing. Capable of detecting intracranial bleeding and
edema within a minute, Cerebo provides color-coded,
radiation-free, and cost-effective results. Designed for
deployment in ambulances, trauma centers, rural clin-
ics, and disaster response units, it enhances early TBI
detection and patient outcomes,” ICMR said. ICMR
said that the device underwent clinical validation, reg-
ulatory approvals, and feasibility studies, paving the
way for global adoption in emergency and military
healthcare systems. Published in the health journal
Neurology India, the researchers mentioned that
while Cerebo is not intended to replace CT scans, it
may be beneficial in instances where CT scans are
unavailable to study deep tissues non-invasively and
bring hospital-grade diagnosis to the point of care.
"This is especially relevant because nearly half of
patients with a head injury who get CT scans within 2
hours after damage, especially those with cerebral
contusions, are suspected to have early progressive
bleeding," said the study aimed at assessing the
device.

India develops indigenous handheld
device to detect traumatic brain injuries

The Sikh Tmes
New Delhi: Union Environment Minister

Bhupender Yadav announced the figures
during an event to observe World Lion Day
at Barda Wildlife Sanctuary in Gujarat’s
Porbandar district, which was also attended
by Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel. Union
Minister Yadav said: “The Asiatic Lion
(Panthera leo persica) is a global symbol of
successful wildlife conservation. On this
World Lion Day, we celebrate their remark-
able recovery. From just 284 lions in 1990,
the population has now risen to 891 in 2025
— a 32 per cent increase since 2020 and over
70 per cent growth in the past decade.” “It is
heartening to note that such remarkable
growth has been made possible through col-
lective will, dedication and policies rooted in
co-existence,” he said. At the event, Yadav
announced a Rs 180 crore plan for conserva-
tion and tourism infrastructure in Barda
Wildlife Sanctuary. This includes facilities
for visitors, roads, water sources and veteri-
nary care. Barda currently has 17 lions —
six adults and 11 cubs — which moved there
naturally in 2023. The Gujarat government
has granted in-principle approval for a safari
park and zoo in Barda. A National Referral
Centre for Wildlife Healthcare is planned in
Junagadh district, with 20.24 hectares of
land already allocated. Project Lion,
launched on August 15, 2020, has a budget
of Rs 2,927.71 crore over 10 years. It covers
the Greater Gir Landscape, which spans 11
districts of Gujarat. The programme focuses

on creating satellite habitats for lions
beyond Gir, improving veterinary facilities,
and involving local communities in conser-
vation. It also includes disease surveillance,
genetic diversity initiatives and measures to
reduce human-lion conflict through aware-
ness programmes and technology-based
monitoring. World Lion Day celebrations
were held across all districts of the lion land-
scape, connected to the main event via satel-
lite. Schools took part in awareness activi-
ties. In 2024, 18.63 lakh students participat-

ed virtually. The Asiatic lion is listed as
endangered on the IUCN Red List. Its only
wild population is found in Gujarat.
Conservation efforts began in the early 20th
century after the population dropped to
fewer than 20 individuals. The Gir National
Park and surrounding sanctuaries remain
the core habitat for the species. In recent
years, lions have been recorded in coastal
areas and agricultural land, prompting
expansion of suitable habitats to reduce con-
flict.

Asiatic lion numbers in Gujarat
increase 32% in 5 yrs, touch 891

New Delhi: Traumatic
brain injuries (TBIs) are a
significant public health
challenge, particularly in
emergency settings, rural
areas, and underserved
populations where
advanced diagnostic tools
like CT or MRI scans are
inaccessible or delayed.
India has now developed a
handheld device, Cerebo,
to detect TBI, and it has
received approval from
the Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI).
Developed through a col-
laboration between the
Indian Council of Medical
Research- Medical Device
and Diagnostics Mission
Secretariat, AIIMS
Bhopal, NIMHANS
Bengaluru, and Bioscan
Research (ICMR-MDMS),
a handheld device called

CEREBO has been devel-
oped to detect brain
injuries. “We use CT scans
to detect brain injuries.
This device is an easy
alternative to check for
bleeding in the brain. It
has received approval
from DCGI,” ICMR
Director General Dr Rajiv
Bahl said. Globally, TBI
affects 69 million people,
and more than 8 million
are misdiagnosed. In its
annual report, ICMR has
explained the efficiency of
Cerebo over traditional
methods, such as the
Glasgow Coma Scale and
imaging techniques,
which require specialised
infrastructure, trained per-
sonnel, and are cost-inten-
sive. The Glasgow Coma
Scale is a neurological

scale used to assess a per-
son's level of conscious-
ness after a traumatic

brain injury or other acute
medical conditions. “To
address this issue,
Cerebo—a portable, non-
invasive brain injury diag-
nostic tool—has been
developed using advanced
near-infrared spec-
troscopy technology pow-
ered by machine learning.
Capable of detecting
intracranial bleeding and
edema within a minute,

Cerebo provides color-
coded, radiation-free, and
cost-effective results.

Designed for deployment
in ambulances, trauma
centers, rural clinics, and
disaster response units, it
enhances early TBI detec-
tion and patient out-
comes,” ICMR said. ICMR
said that the device under-
went clinical validation,
regulatory approvals, and
feasibility studies, paving

the way for global adop-
tion in emergency and mil-
itary healthcare systems.

Published in the health
journal Neurology India,
the researchers men-
tioned that while Cerebo

is not intended to replace
CT scans, it may be benefi-
cial in instances where CT
scans are unavailable to
study deep tissues non-
invasively and bring hospi-
tal-grade diagnosis to the
point of care. "This is espe-
cially relevant because
nearly half of patients with
a head injury who get CT
scans within 2 hours after
damage, especially those
with cerebral contusions,
are suspected to have
early progressive bleed-
ing," said the study aimed
at assessing the device.

India develops indigenous handheld
device to detect traumatic brain injuries

NAME CHANGE
I, No-15713384X Rank-HAV Name-
NARESH KUMAR residing at VILL-
CHOA CHAKRALA, PO-CHORU,
TEHSIL-NADAUN, DIST-HAMIRPUR,
HIMACHAL PRADESH-177044, have
changed my minor daughter’s name
from DEEP SHIKHA to DEEPSHIKHA
THAKUR for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 12/08/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
is for general information that I,
RAJESH BHARIJA S/o RAMESH
CHANDER BHARIJA R/o A-109,
Ganesh Nagar,Tilak Nagar, West
Delhi,Delhi-110018 Declare that name
of mine has been wrongly written as
RAJESH KUMAR  in my service
record. The actual name of mine is
RAJESH BHARIJA respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I Munish Bhardwaj S/o Suraj Kant
Bhardwaj R/o A-71-A, Khasra No-19/16
D-block, Near Pinnacle International
School, Shyam Vihar Phase-2,
Najafgarh, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110043 have changed the name of my
minor daughter Riddhima Bhardwaj
aged 13 years and she shall hereafter
be known as Arnika Bhardwaj.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as RUBYA BEGUM
W/O AKHTAR KHAN R/O A-563/564,
MEER VIHAR, MADAN PUR DABAS,
MADAN PUR DABAS, NORTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110081 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be known
as RABIYA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SAKSHI SAREEN
alias SHAMA SALUJA D/O ASHOK
KUMAR SALUJAW/O NITIN SAREEN
R/O 2920 Second Floor Chuna Mandi
Pahar Ganj Swami Ram Tirth Nagar
Central Delhi Delhi-110055, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as SAKSHI SAREEN.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Saiyam Bhambri
S/o Sachin Bhambri R/o  Flat No- 547,
Blue Bell Tower, Gaur Saundaryam,
Techzone -4, Greater Noida, West,
Sector -1, Greater Noida West Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh -201306
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as ABINAV BHAMBRI.

NAME CHANGE
I, Lakkavva Uppar D/o Basappa W/O
Mallappa Malyagol Present R/O H. No -
85, F/F, Ghitorni Village, New Delhi-
110030, Permanent R/O At
Ganeshwadi, Po- Duradundi , Tq-
Gokak, Dist- Belagavi Karnataka-
591310, have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as Lakkavva
Mallappa Malyagol.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Mohd. Salauddin son of
Allauddin and his wife Smt. Zeenat
both residents of 5356, Basti
Harphool Singh, Idgah, Sadar
Bazar, Delhi-110006 vide a public
notice dated 18.10.2021 published
in the news paper The Sikh Times
and also vide another public notice
dated 18.10.2021 published in the
news paper Virat Vaibhav had dis-
owned their son Mohd. Umair son of
Mohd. Salauddin and debarred him
from all their moveable and
immoveable properties due to his
disobedience and bad behaviour /
misdeeds and severed all their rela-
tions with the said son Mohd. Umair.
But now my aforesaid clients with-
draw the said disownment and
debarment public notice as against
their son Mohd. Umair and revive
their relations with their said son for
all intents and purposes as he has
turned to be faithful and obedient
towards my client and shall be enti-
tled to his share and right in the
moveable and immoveable proper-
ties owned by my clients

Sanjeev Sarkar Advocate
Chamber No.379, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054.

Mobile: 9971989384

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,

Divya D/o Anil Kumar R/o H.No-545
Chauhan Mohalla, Rangpuri
Village, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110037 declare that name of my
father has been wrongly written as
Anil in my 10th and 12th Class
Educational Documents. The actual
name of my father is Anil Kumar.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
UMESH S/O JAY PARKASH R/O E-
2/736 Gali No-11, Pusta4th, Sonia
Vihar, Karawal Nagar, Po: Karawak
Nagar, Dist: North East Delhi, Delhi-
110094 declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as
DHARAMVIR in my minor son
RISHAB aged 7 years in his Birth
Certificate No 236505. The actual
name of mine is UMESH which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
SHABANA W/O IJAZ AHMED R/O
C-49, MEER VIHAR, MADAN PUR
DABAS, PO RANI KHERA, DIST
NORTH WEST DELHI-110081
declare that name of my mother
and my husband have been wrong-
ly written as RABIYA BEGUM and
IJAZ AHMAD in my Passport No. L.
5831999. The actual name of my
mother and my husband are
RABIYA and IJAZ AHMED respec-
tively which may be amended
accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
AKBAR ALI S/O SAFI ULLAH MAN-
SOORI R/O F-1/169, BLOCK, DDA
FLAT SUNDER NAGARI NAND
NAGARI, PO NAND NAGARI, DIST
SHAHDARA, DELHI-110093
declare that name of my father and
my wife have been wrongly written
as SAFIULLA and SAFINA in my
Passport No. C7462223. The actual
name of my father and my wife are
SAFI ULLAH MANSOORI and
SAFEENA respectively which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, AMRITA W/o AMIT KUMAR R/o
H.No-  H-160, H-Block Gali No-3,
Sunder Nagri, Nand Nagri, North
Delhi-110093, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
AMRAWATI SAROJ.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MOHAMMAD
BILAL S/O ABDULLAH residing at
House no- 34 Shahzada Bagh Phase-
1, Inderlok, North West Delhi,Delhi-
110035 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as MD BILAL.

NAME CHANGE
I, YUNUS S/O MOHD JAMIL resid-
ing at B-7/53 DDA FLATS INDER
LOK DELHI - 110035  have changed
my name to MOHD YUNUS for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, MD NAEEM S/O MOHAMMAD
IBRAHIM residing at 416 SHAHZA-
DA BAGH PH-1 INDER LOK DELHI
- 110035  have changed my name
to MOHAMMAD NAEEM for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-14838060W Rank-HAV/MT
Name ANAND KUMAR SINGH resid-
ing at VILL-BARZI, PO-NAYEPUR
CHOUMUHANI, TEHSIL-PINDRA,
DIST-VARANASI, UTTAR PRADESH-
221207 have changed my minor
daughter’s name from ADITY SINGH
to ADITI SINGH for all future purposes
vide affidavit dated 14/08/2025 Before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, YAKUTA LUKMANI W/O SHABBIR
CHUDIWALA residing at H NO-199,
2ND FLOOR, BANK ENCLAVE,
LAXMI NAGAR, DELHI-110092 have
changed my name to YAKUTACHUDI-
WALA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, ULLA SETHI Father of No-
14448963N Rank-HAV Name-ROHI-
TA SETHI Presently residing at
GOUTAMI, GANJAM, ODISHA-
761054, have changed my name from
ULLA SETHI to ULA SETHI for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
14/08/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, AVTAR SINGH BHATIA/ AVTAR S/O
GURCHARN SINGH BHATIA residing
at H NO.2E/111, WARD NO-11, NH-2,
FARIDABAD, HARYANA-121001
have changed my name to AVTAR
SINGH for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I BHURA KHAN S/O  CHIMAN KHAN
R/O HOUSE NO.51 GALI NO 1 NEW
AZZI COLONY BALLABGARH
FARIDABAD HARYANA -121004
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
BHURE KHAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Smt. Saraswati W/o Late
Sh. Hari Singh resident of D-20-21,
J.J. Colony, Raghubir Nagar, Tagore
Garden, West Delhi–110027 has dis-
own her son namely Parveen @
Kulhar and daughter-in-law namely
Rekha W/o Parveen @ Kulhar from
all her properties (Movable and
Immovable) from today onwards and
severed all relations with them. They
shall have no claim or title to any of
the properties possessed by or
belonging to our client. Now My Client
above named would have no concern
with his son and daughter in law and
anybody deals with them, then it will
be his/her/their own risks and respon-
sibility. My client above named or
other family members shall not be
responsible for any act done by them. 

RAJAN MALHOTRA AND
ASSOCIATES 

(ADVOCATE AND SOLICITORS)
Chamber No. 1416, Lawyer’s
Chamber Block, Rohini Court

Complex, Delhi - 110085

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-783779K Rank-NB SUB Name-
GAWALE RAKESH HILAL residing at
VILL-AKLAD, PO-MORANE PR-NER,
TEHSIL& DIST-DHULE, MAHA-
RASHTRA-424302, have changed my
mother’s name from GAWALE MAN-
JULA to MANJULA HILAL MALI for all
future purposes vide affidavit dated
14/08/2025 before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
JC-783779K Rank-NB SUB Name-
GAWALE RAKESH HILAL residing at
VILL-AKLAD, PO-MORANE PR-NER,
TEHSIL& DIST-DHULE, MAHA-
RASHTRA-424302, have changed my
father’s name from GAWALE HILAL
BHANJI to HILAL BHANJI MALI for all
future purposes vide affidavit dated
14/08/2025 before Notary Public Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, JC-783779K Rank-NB SUB Name-

GAWALE RAKESH HILAL residing at
VILL-AKLAD, PO-MORANE PR-NER,
TEHSIL& DIST-DHULE, MAHA-
RASHTRA-424302, in my service
records my mother’s (MANJULA
HILALMALI) date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/07/1954 instead of her
correct date of birth as 01/01/1955 vide
Affidavit dated 26/06/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, JC-783779K Rank-NB SUB Name-
GAWALE RAKESH HILAL residing at
VILL-AKLAD, PO-MORANE PR-NER,
TEHSIL& DIST-DHULE, MAHA-
RASHTRA-424302, in my service
records my father’s (HILAL BHANJI
MALI) date of birth wrongly mentioned
as 01/07/1943 instead of his correct
date of birth as 01/06/1945 vide
Affidavit dated 26/06/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Smt. Bimla
Devi Sharma is the owner of
Freehold Residential Third Floor
with roof rights, admeasuring 113
sq. yds. of Property No. WZ-153A/1
(WZ-153A), built on Plot No. VS-
17/1 & AVS-21/1, out of Khasra No.
789, Situated in the area of Village
Tihar, Colony Known as Virender
Nagar, New Delhi. by virtue of Gift
Deed dated 05.08.2024 vide Doc
No. 2024/25/I/21244, in Book No. I,
Vol No. 12223, on Pages No. 153 to
176, on this dated 05.08.2024, SR-
West Janakpuri, in the chain
Document below mentioned docu-
ment not available i.e. (1) Death
Certificate & SMC of Late Sh. Sat
Narain died on 20.06.1992, (2)
Death Certificate & SMC of Late
Smt. Shanta Sharma died on
11.10.2008, (3) Death Certificate &
SMC of Late Sh. Narinder Kumar
Sharma died on 13.07.2009  now
our client is declaring that that any
other Person does not have any
right over the said property, and
same property sold too be Ashima
Arora and same has been finance
by Piramal Capital & Housing
Finance Ltd. Branch: Pitampura
Delhi. .  If any person(s) have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect
to the` right, title or interest in the
Said Property then contact us with-
in 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found by
anyone. Thereafter no claim shall
be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs.
Seema W/o Mr. Manoj Kumar is the
owner of Freehold Residential Built
up First floor & Second Floor area
measuring 50 Sq. Yds., Built on
Property Bearing No. 156-A, Out of
Khasra No. 549, Situated at Village
Sultanpur Lal Dora Abadi, Tehsil
Hauz Khas, Mehrauli, New Delhi-
110030. by virtue of Sale Deed
dated 11.07.2011 duly registered in
the office of SR V, New Delhi, as
Doc No. 10608, Book No. 01, Vol
No. 11293, Page Nos. 74-82, Dated
11.07.2011., initially Relinquishment
Deed dated 03.12.2008 title flow not
mentioned.  now our client is declar-
ing that that any other Person does
not have any right over the said
property, and Second Floor sold too
be Mr. Nagender Kumar Ojha and
same has been finance by ICICI
Home Finance Co. Ltd. Branch:
Karol Bagh, Delhi. If any person(s)
have any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the` right, title or
interest in the Said Property then
contact us within 07 days from the
date of Publication of this notice and
or the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

Dangling danger: Loose hanging
wires in Capital a big safety threat

New Delhi: Tangled clusters of loose wires hanging across market areas and congested lanes remain a common sight in the nation-
al capital, raising both safety and civic concerns among residents and shopkeepers. In East Delhi’s Laxmi Nagar, narrow lanes are criss-
crossed by what locals describe as a “nest” of cables, many of them leftover Wi-Fi connections. “These wires have been here since I
can remember. In 20 years of running my tea stall here, I’ve only seen them multiply,” said Chandan, a tea shop owner. “When a con-
nection is no longer needed, the wires are just cut, not removed.” For residents, dangling cables are a daily nuisance. “They’ve hit me
in the face a couple of times since they’re almost at my height,” said Harshita, a student living in a paying guest accommodation near-
by. While sipping tea, Sapna, another local, said: “They may not always carry electric current, but incidents of electrocution in the city
make them frightening.” While Laxmi Nagar’s wires may appear harmless, other areas face graver risks. In the packed lanes of Chawri
Bazaar, shopkeepers say they live under constant threat. “These wires have already caused fires in the past. We’ve complained, but no
one listens,” said Ramesh, a shopkeeper. The dangers are not hypothetical. Last year, a 12-year-old boy in southwest Delhi’s Sanjay
Colony died after coming into contact with loose wires on an electricity pole. In another incident last year, a 26-year-old man was elec-
trocuted in central Delhi’s Patel Nagar after touching an iron gate during heavy rain. The police said he might have slipped on the water-
logged street and grabbed the gate for support, unknowingly coming into contact with an exposed motor wire. Another case that shook
the Capital, two years back, was that of Sakshi Ahuja, who died after touching a live wire in a waterlogged area near a railway station
parking lot. Just hours earlier, a student Sohail had also lost his life to submerged live wires. Residents say these tragedies highlight
the urgent need for coordinated action between civic agencies and electricity distributors to remove abandoned cables and secure live
wires. Until then, the web of hazards above Delhi’s streets remains both a physical and psychological threat.

Yamuna water level nears
warning mark in Delhi
New Delhi: The Yamuna river in Delhi reached the

mark of 204.40 metre at 9 am at the Old Railway Bridge,
nearing the warning level of 204.50-metre, officials said
on Saturday. The situation is being monitored and all the
agencies concerned have been asked to take precaution-
ary measures to handle with flood-like situation, they
said. “The reason for the increase in level is mostly due
to the high amount of water released from the
Wazirabad and Hathnikund barrage every hour,” an offi-
cial from the central flood room said. The increase in
level is likely due to rainfall in the upper catchment
areas of Haryana and Uttarakhand, he added. The Old
Railway Bridge serves as a key observation point for
tracking the river’s flow and potential flood risks. As per
the flood control department Wazirabad is releasing
around 30,800 cusecs and Wazirabad barrage is realis-
ing around 25,000 cusecs of water every hour. 
Noida daycare horror caught on

camera, attendant hits
New Delhi: The incident occurred at a daycare facility

inside the Paras Tierea residential complex and came to
light after the child’s parents noticed unusual bite marks
on her thighs. A horrific video from a daycare in Noida
has surfaced, showing a woman worker hitting and biting
a 15-month-old toddler. A case against her was registered,
and she was arrested. According to reports, the parents
became alarmed after seeing the marks and immediately
consulted a doctor, who confirmed that they were human
bite marks. Following this, the family demanded access to
the daycare's CCTV footage from the residential society’s
authorities. The footage revealed horrifying scenes and
the attendant was seen hit-
ting the infant on the face
and deliberately dropping
her to the ground. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
VINOD KUMAR S/o BHULLAN
SINGH R/o 1/5850/2, Gali No-2
Near Tikona Park East Rohtash
Nagar Shahdara North East Delhi,
Delhi-110032, declare that name of
mine and my father have been
wrongly written as SHRI VINOD and
SHRI BHULLAN in my service
record. The actual name of mine and
my father are VINOD KUMAR and
BHULLAN SINGH respectively,
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
SUNIL KUMAR S/o RAJESH
KUMAR R/o H. No-D-49 New Light
Colony, Road No-64, Near Mother
Dairy, Tahir Pur, East Delhi, Delhi-
110095, declare that name of mine
and my father have been wrongly
written as SHRI SUNIL and SHRI
RAJESH in my service record. The
actual name of mine and my father
are SUNIL KUMAR and RAJESH
KUMAR respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
MAHENDER SINGH S/o JAGDISH
R/o E-4/218, Nand Nagri, North East
Delhi, Delhi-110093, declare that
name of mine and my father have
been wrongly written as SHRI
MAHENDER and SHRI JAGDISH in
my service record. The actual name of
mine and my father are MAHENDER
SINGH and JAGDISH respectively,
which may be amended accordingly.
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elements of Putin's visit to India later executive order last week, slapping an 
this year, people familiar with the additional 25-per cent tariff on Indian 
external affairs minister's trip to goods as a penalty for New Delhi's 
Moscow said.Deputy spokesperson of continued purchase of Russian oil.
Russia's foreign ministry Aleksey The additional duties raised the overall 
Fadeyev said in Moscow that the heads tariff on India to 50 per cent.Defending 
of the two countries' foreign offices its purchase of Russian crude oil, India 
will discuss "most important issues of has been maintaining that its energy 
the bilateral agenda".The people cited procurement is driven by natinal 
above said Mr Jaishankar will be on a interest and market dynamics.India 
two-day visit to Russia and is likely to turned to purchasing Russian oil sold 
call on Putin, besides holding wide- at a discount after western countries 
ranging talks with Foreign Minister Washington. (Agency) imposed sanctions on Moscow and 
Lavrov.The external affairs minister is shunned its supplies over its invasion External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar 
also expected to co-chair the 26th o f  U k r a i n e  i n  F e b r u a r y  will travel to Moscow next week to 
s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a - R u s s i a  2022.Consequently, from a mere 1.7 hold crucial talks with his Russian 
Intergovernmental Commission on per cent share in total oil imports in counterpart Sergey Lavrov, amid some 
Trade and Economic, Scientific- 2019-20, Russia's share increased to strain in India's ties with the US over 
Te c h n o l o g i c a l  a n d  C u l t u r a l  35.1 per cent in 2024-25, and it is now New Delhi's procurement of crude oil 
Cooperation.The Russian delegation at the biggest oil supplier to India.During from Russia.Mr Jaishankar's trip to 
the dialogue is likely to be led by First Mr Jaishankar's visit to Moscow, the Russia comes days after National 
Deputy Prime Minister Denis two sides are also likely to deliberate Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval 
Manturov.India's continued energy on the Ukraine conflict.India has been travelled to Russia and met President 
procurement from Russia is likely to consistently calling for ending the Vladimir Putin and several top-
figure in Mr Jaishankar's meetings with Russia-Ukraine conflict through ranking officials.The two sides are also 
Russian leaders in Moscow.US dialogue and diplomacy.likely to give final touches to various 
President Donald Trump issued an 

NEWS BOX

US to cooperate with Pakistan over critical minerals, 
hydrocarbons: Secretary of State Rubio

S Jaishankar To Visit Russia Next 
Week, Hold Talks With Top Leaders

Arab World Slams 
Netanyahu's 'Greater Israel' 
Remarks

Trump's friendly-to-
frustrated relationship with 
Putin takes the spotlight at 

Alaska summit
 WASHINGTON.(Agency) 

Donald Trump’s summit with Vladimir Putin in Alaska 
on Friday could be a decisive moment for both the war 
in Ukraine and the US leader’s anomalous relationship 
with his Russian counterpart.

Trump has long boasted that he’s gotten along well with 
Putin and spoken admiringly of him, even praising him 
as “pretty smart” for invading Ukraine. But in recent 
months, he’s expressed frustrations with Putin and 
threatened more sanctions on his country.

At the same time, Trump has offered conflicting 

messages about his expectations for the summit. He 
has called it “really a feel-out meeting” to gauge 
Putin’s openness to a ceasefire but also warned of 
“very severe consequences” if Putin doesn’t agree to 
end the war.For Putin, Friday’s meeting is a chance to 
repair his relationship with Trump and unlace the 
West’s isolation of his country following its invasion 
of Ukraine 3 1/2 years ago. He’s been open about his 
desire to rebuild US-Russia relations now that Trump 
is back in the White House.The White House has 
dismissed any suggestion that Trump’s agreeing to sit 
down with Putin is a win for the Russian leader. But 
critics have suggested that the meeting gives Putin an 
opportunity to get in Trump’s ear to the detriment of 
Ukraine, whose leader was excluded from the summit.

“I think this is a colossal mistake. You don’t need to 
invite Putin onto US soil to hear what we already know 
he wants," said Ian Kelly, a retired career foreign 
service officer who served as the US ambassador to 
Georgia during the Obama and first Trump 
administrations.

Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, a 
longtime Russia hawk and close ally of Trump's, 
expressed optimism for the summit.“I have every 
confidence in the world that the President is going to 
go to meet Putin from a position of strength, that he’s 
going to look out for Europe and Ukrainian needs to 
end this war honorably,” Graham wrote on social 
media.A look back at the ups and downs of Trump and 
Putin’s relationship:

WORLD

"No unilateral Ukraine 
Peace Deal In Alaska": 
Zelensky, EU Leaders To 
Trump

Karachi .   (Agency)  
Three people, including a senior citizen and an 8-year-

old girl, were killed during Independence Day 
celebrations in Pakistan's Karachi due to "reckless" 
aerial firing, while over 60 others sustained gunshot 
injuries, Geo News reported, citing a rescue official.

The incidents occurred across the city, with the young 
girl hit by a stray bullet in Azizabad and a man named 
Stephen killed in Korangi. At least 64 others suffered 
gunshot wounds in the citywide incidents, Geo News 
reported.Rescue officials said dozens were injured 
due to celebratory gunfire. Authorities condemned 
the practice as reckless and dangerous, urging 
citizens to mark Independence Day in safer ways.

Police have initiated their investigation and assured 
that strict action will be taken against those found 
involved in aerial firing.According to a report 
obtained by ARY News, at least 42 people, including 
five women, lost their lives in firing incidents across 
Karachi in January.Additionally, 233 people, 
including five women, were injured in these incidents.

Five people were killed while thwarting robbery 
attempts in the firing events, which were reported in 
different regions of the city. In other instances, 
individuals lost their lives as a result of stray gunshots 
or aerial fire. However, none of the seven people who 
died in firing incidents--including a woman--have 
been named.Police officers attributed the episodes to 
several factors, including disagreements, personal 
animosities, and resistance to robbery attempts, ARY 
News reported.Road accidents, robbery resistance, 
and aerial firing also contributed to a spike in deaths 
in Karachi earlier in January. According to the Chipa 
Foundation, 528 people, including children and the 
elderly, were injured in road accidents, and 36 people 
died as a result. In addition, robbery resistance 
incidents resulted in three fatalities and fifteen 
injuries. 

Berlin .  (Agency)  
Tump not to strike a unilateral Ukraine peace deal with 

President Vladimir Putin during their upcoming 
meeting in Alaska, CNN reported.German 
Chancellor Friedrich Merz convened a virtual 
summit with Trump, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, and several European leaders amid fears 
that Putin could seek to influence the US president 
into accepting terms favourable to Russia.

After the virtual summit, Zelensky and German 
Chancellor address reporters in Berlin, Germany, 
following their meeting with US President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday, as per CNN.

Two European diplomats familiar with the virtual 
meeting confirmed that Trump appeared to say that he 
would push for an unconditional ceasefire in his 
meeting with Putin.According to sources, Trump said 
that he believed that a ceasefire would be a show of 
goodwill from Russia, and he also noted that the 
Ukrainian territory is not for him to negotiate.

The leaders of Ukraine, France, Germany, Italy, Poland, 
Finland, NATO, and the European Union had taken 
part in the virtual meeting with Trump. It was 
followed by another larger meeting of the "Coalition 
of the Willing" that US Vice President JD Vance 
attended, according to CNN.

After the meeting, Zelensky said leaders agreed on 
"five common principles" to lay out the "format of 
negotiations" to be held in Alaska, including a focus 
on a ceasefire and "truly reliable" security guarantees.

"Everything concerning Ukraine must be discussed 
exclusively with Ukraine. We must prepare a 
trilateral format for talks. There must be a ceasefire, 
that is number one," he said.He added: "There must 
be security guarantees, truly reliable ones. And today, 
President Trump spoke of his support for this and of 
America's readiness to participate."

Russia cannot have a veto over Ukraine's European and 
NATO prospects," he said. "Peace talks must be 
combined with appropriate pressure on Russia."

Zelensky also emphasised that sanctions against Russia 
should be strengthened if no ceasefire agreement is 
reached on Friday. 

A $500 million 
payment would be the 
largest sum yet as the 
administration pushes 
for financial penalties 
in its settlements with 
elite universities.

ZS Jaishankar's trip to Russia 
comes days after National 
Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval 
travelled to Russia and met 
President Vladimir Putin and 
several top-ranking officials.

Here’s a look at what we know and 
what questions remain about how 
Trump’s actions will affect the 
city's homeless population.

 Cairo.(Agency) 
The Arab League has condemned in the strongest terms 

the statements made by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu regarding the annexation of 
parts of the territories of sovereign Arab states, in 
preparation for the establishment of what he called 
"Greater Israel."

The League considered these statements to be a 
violation of the sovereignty of Arab states and an 
attempt to undermine security and stability in the 
region.In a statement released Tuesday, the League 
said these remarks represent a serious threat to 
collective Arab national security and a flagrant 
challenge to international law and the principles of 
international legitimacy. The statements also reflect 
expansionist and aggressive intentions that cannot be 
accepted or tolerated, and they reveal an extremist 
mindset steeped in colonial delusions.

Within the same contest, Egypt has condemned the 
statements raised in some Israeli media regarding the 
so-called "Greater Israel," while affirming its 
commitment to establishing peace in the Middle 
East.n a statement issued by the Egyptian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs this evening, Egypt demanded official 
clarifications regarding these statements due to the 
indications they carry and that could trigger instability.

Trump pledged to move homeless people from Washington. 
What we know and don't know about his plans

economic cooperation, including NEW YORK . (Agency) In a post on Truth Social, Trump stated 
critical minerals and hydrocarbons, that the US and Pakistan are currently WASHINGTON: The US government 
and fostering dynamic business in the process of selecting the oil on Wednesday stated that it is "looking 
partnerships which will promote a company for the partnership."We have forward" to strengthening its 
prosperous future for Americans and just concluded a Deal with the Country cooperation with Pakistan in areas of 
Pakistanis," the statement further read. of Pakistan, whereby Pakistan and the critical minerals and hydrocarbons, 

United States will work together on with a renewed focus on economic 
developing their massive Oil cooperation in other emerging sectors.
Reserves. We are in the process of Announcing its intent in a congratulatory 
choosing the Oil Company that will message on Pakistan's Independence 
lead this Partnership. Who knows, Day, the US Secretary of State Marco 
maybe they'll be selling Oil to India Rubio, in a statement, highlighted the 
s o m e  d a y ! "  T r u m p  importance of continued collaboration 
stated.Meanwhile, the Trump between the two nations."On behalf of 
administration had also announced the United States, I extend our warm 
the lowest tariff rates for Pakistani congratulations to the people of 
goods to the US in South Asia in his Pakistan as they celebrate their 
new tariff plans announced earlier Independence Day on August 14," The message comes at a time when 

this month, with 19 percent imposed Rubio said in the statement issued by Washington is actively seeking to 
on Islamabad.US Department of State.He also further its ties with India's terror-

India, on the other hand, faced a 25 acknowledged Pakistan's engagement harbouring neighbour.Earlier in July, 
percent tariff under the new plan. with the US on key fronts, particularly US Pres iden t  Donald  Trump 
Trump later announced an additional counterterrorism and trade."The announced a trade deal with Pakistan, 
25 percent tariff on Indian goods to the United States deeply appreciates touting a joint initiative to develop oil 
US, bringing the total to 50 percent, P a k i s t a n ' s  e n g a g e m e n t  o n  reserves in the country and even 
due to India's continued oil purchases counterterrorism and trade. We look floated the idea that "some day" 
from Russia.forward to exploring new areas of Islamabad might sell oil to New Delhi.

city's homeless population:How many that are already on the books,” which, she options, she said. As of Tuesday, Leavitt 
homeless people are in Washington?It is s a i d ,  “ h a v e  b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y  said only two homeless encampments 
difficult to obtain accurate counts of ignored.”Citing a city regulation that she remained in district parks maintained by 
homeless populations.On one day at the said gives local police “the authority to take the National Park Service and would be 
end of each January, municipal agencies action when it comes to homeless removed this week.What are city officials 
across the United States perform what is doing for the homeless?
called a “point-in-time” count aimed at District officials said Tuesday they 
capturing the total number of people in were making additional shelter 
emergency shelters, transitional housing space available after Trump said 
or without any housing.The 2025 count in federal agents would remove World.(Agency) 
the district put the total at 5,138 adults and homeless peole in the city. US President Donald Trump says homeless 
children, a 9% decrease compared with the Kevin Donahue, the cty administrator, people in the nation's capital will be moved 
year before, according to Democratic said outreach workers were visiting far from the city as part of his federal 
Mayor Muriel Bowser. homeless encampments and that the takeover of policing in the District of 

Where will the city's homeless people be city has a building available that Columbia and crackdown on crime.
taken? could house as many as 200 people, With his exact plans unclear, there is concern 

It's not entirely clear. if needed.among advocates and others who say there 
Trump wrote on his social media site before Donahue made the comments during are better ways to address the issue of 

Monday’s news conference announcing a conversation with community homelessness than clearing encampments, 
encampments,” Leavitt said homeless the takeover that “The homeless have to advocates and Bowser. The conversation as the Republican administration has 
people “will be given the option to leave move out, IMMEDIATELY. We will give was broadcast on X.He said the outreach pledged to do.Washington's status as a 
their encampment, to be taken to a you places to stay, but FAR from the would continue through the week with a congressionally established federal district 
homeless shelter, to be offered addiction or Capital.” “greater level of urgency.”gives Trump the opportunity to push his 
mental health services.” Those who refuse Asked during a media briefing at the White Bowser said that when Trump sees homeless tough-on-crime agenda, though he has not 
“will be susceptible to fines or to jail time.”House on Tuesday where homeless people encampments in the city it “triggers proposed solutions to the root causes of 

In the past five months, the US Park Police would be relocated, press secretary something in him that has him believing homelessness or crime.Here’s a look at 
has removed 70 homeless encampments, Karoline Leavitt said local police and our very beautiful city is dirty, which it is what we know and what questions remain 
giving the people living in them the same federal agencies would “enforce the laws not.”about how Trump’s actions will affect the 

WASHINGTON.

familiar with the matter. of demands that campus leaders viewed as funding, while Brown University separately 
a threat to academic freedom. Details of the agreed to pay $50 million to Rhode Island The framework is still being sorted out with 
proposed framework were first reported by w o r k f o r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  significant gaps to close, but both sides 

organizations.Details have not been have agreed on the financial figure 
finalized on where Harvard’s potential and a settlement could be finalized in 
payment would go, the person said.coming weeks, according to the 

person who spoke to The Associated The Republican president has been 
Press on the condition of anonymity pushing  to  re form pres t ig ious  
to discuss internal deliberations. universities that he decries as bastions of 
Harvard declined to comment.The liberal ideology. His administration has 
agreement would end a monthslong cut funding to several Ivy League 
battle that has tested the boundaries of schools while pressing demands in line 
the government’s authority over with his political campaign.None has 
America’s universities.What began been targeted as frequently or as heavily 
as an investigation into campus as Harvard, the richest US university 
antisemitism escalated into an all-out with an endowment valued at $53 
feud as the Trump administration billion.More than a dozen Democrats in 

 (Agency)  slashed more than $2.6 billion in Congress who attended Harvard The New York Times.A $500 million 
Harvard University and the Trump research funding, ended federal contracts cautioned against a settlement on Aug. 1, payment would be the largest sum yet as the 

administration are getting close to an and attempted to block Harvard from warning the university it may warrant administration pushes for financial 
agreement that would require the Ivy hosting international students. “rigorous Congressional oversight and penalties in its settlements with elite 
League university to pay $500 million to inquiry.”Capitulating to political demands, The university responded with a pair of universities.Columbia University agreed to 
regain access to federal funding and to end they said, would set a dangerous precedent lawsuits alleging illegal retaliation by the pay the government $200 million as part of 
investigations, according to a person across all of higher education.administration after Harvard rejected a set an agreement restoring access to federal 

3 Killed, Over 60 Injured In 
Pak's Independence Day 
Celebrations: Report

Harvard and Trump administration are nearing 
settlement including a $500 million payment
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Administratively, it would save the bank a ICICI Bank has created a stir by raising its minimum 
considerable sum as every physical transaction monthly average balance (MAB) five-fold to ?50,000 
through a branch—a preferred option for many small-for urban customers and to ?25,000 for new semi-
ticket transactions—is estimated to cost ?24. On the urban ones, while for rural accounts the MAB 
other hand, each online transaction costs just ?2-3.requirement doubles to ?10,000. Defaulting account 

holders will have to pay a penalty of 6 percent of the However, for a developing nation, a bank initially 
shortfall or ?500, whichever is lower. Oddly, the nurtured with public money making itself less 
move comes at a time some public sector banks are accessible by tweaking MAB norms is unfortunate. 
becoming more accessible by removing minimum Banking, like many other public services, is also a 
balance requirements altogether. Those like SBI and social vehicle that provides access to credit and digital 
Punjab National Bank do have minimum MABs, but transactions for the teeming millions. RBI Governor 
have done away with penalties for default. Most Sanjay Malhotra has clarified the regulator cannot 
private banks required a minimum MAB of ?10,000. compel the bank to change its MAB norms. Maybe it’s 
Predictably, ICICI Bank has drawn flak for the time to review the onus of rural banking, or banking 
change. Customers have called out the move on social for the poor, on the state-run banks. Banking may take 
media as ‘elitist’ and ‘discriminatory’, pointing out a leaf from telecom, which tried to bridge the digital 
the minimum balance is higher than the average from mass banking to preferential services for a higher divide by instituting a universal service obligation to 
monthly salary in India. Others have said these are barriers income bracket. By limiting access only to bigger-ticket extend services to commercially less viable areas. 
to deliberately exclude the middle and lower classes. account holders, it should be able to provide more targeted Meanwhile, ICICI Bank could review its stance before 

services and benefit from higher average transactions. transiting to become a ‘rich-only’ bank.As a business choice, ICICI Bank seems to be moving away 

The MNC dilemma: 
eastern efficacy vs 
western efficiency

Nuclear peace hangs by a thread

probable outcomes published in June, “Restrictions on pressure Washington by cutting off essential lifelines Donald Trump’s tantrums, which began during his first Nevertheless, we recognised that problems could be 
global trade and capital flows were ramped up during for American industry. We need to focus on opening term as US president, seem to have peaked in his addressed only through negotiations and that we 
WWI, beginning an extended era of US protectionism. more markets for our exporters and seeking new second term. During his first term, Trump initiated the needed to correct some of the mistakes made during the 
New US laws sharply curtailed the immigration flow, sources of technology. The India-UK Free Trade virtual destruction of the World Trade Organization Uruguay Round through the new round of talks 
and the Fordney-McCumber Tariff Act of 1922 Agreement was a step in the right direction. We must (WTO), an organisation established to ensure initiated in 2001 at Doha. We collaborated with other 
imposed tariffs of 14 percent on all imported goods. reach an agreement soon with the EU, which, like us, orderliness in global trade and facilitate gradual countries to endeavour to get the negotiations back on 
With the onset of the Great Depression, the Smoot- has defensive interests in agriculture. The BRICS movement towards free trade taking into account the track through the July Framework Agreement of 2004. 
Hawley Tariff Act imposed effective tariffs of 20 platform should be strengthened.diverse development stages of the members. He Unfortunately, thereafter there was no progress in the 

The forthcoming visit of our Prime Minister to achieved this by blocking the appointment of appellate talks, and the Doha work programme was 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation body members, thereby preventing the powerful ultimately abandoned after many years of 
meeting in Beijing can open new avenues for dispute settlement mechanism from functioning and discussions.The failure of these negotiations 
partnership with China. We must separate enabling aggrieved members from imposing likely facilitated Trump’s unilateral actions, 
our border issues from trade. We must re-retaliatory tariffs on the aggressor.This brings me back which have thrown global trade into chaos. He 
examine the possibilities of joining other to my days as India’s ambassador to the WTO. We were imposes tariffs not only for trade reasons but also 
free trade agreements like the CPTPP under constant pressure to reduce our tariffs. We for political motives. For instance, in the case of 
(Comprehens ive  and  Progress ive  received lectures about the benefits of free trade from Brazil, he imposed tariffs because he believes the 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership), the US, the EU, and several other allies within their current Lula government and the judiciary are 
from which the US has now withdrawn, and camp and from the director general of the WTO. We persecuting the former right-wing President Jair 
the Regional Comprehensive Economic had defensive interests in agriculture— there was no Bolsonaro and his supporters. However, Brazil 
Partnership, while also looking to open way we could let our farmers down. The EU also had successfully engaged with American business 
markets in Latin America, Arab countries defensive interests, and we initially aligned with them. interests, prompting them to intercede with 
and Africa. We need to be at the forefront of The EU and the US had collaborated during the Uruguay Trump, which resulted in the effective rate being 
efforts to revive the WTO. The Centre must Round to impose an Agreement on Agriculture that reduced from 50 percent to about 30 percent.It 
take the initiative to open a new chapter in prioritised their interests while neglecting the rest. may not be long before Trump imposes tariffs on 
cooperative federalism with states to revive Agricultural exporting countries and those with a democratic nation if a party he disapproves of 
internal reforms that will enhance our defensive interests alike were dissatisfied because this comes to power or pursues a policy he disagrees 
competitiveness in the global arena.There is agreement allowed the big two to increase subsidies on with, as in the case of India’s purchasing of percent on imports, exacerbating the economic 

another lesson that India must learn. Trade diplomacy agriculture with the vast majority of other members Russian oil. In his characteristically narcissistic contraction and initiating a period of constrained 
can no longer be managed by a bureaucracy that is were left out in the cold.The US and EU attempted the manner, he seems to believe that the world is his international trade, capital flows, and immigration.” 
subject to frequent change. The US faced a similar same strategy again, reaching an understanding that empire. His whimsical approach has led to a state of According to the authors, an average tariff level of 10 
issue early in the 20th century, and it established the protected each other’s interests, sidelining all others. utter confusion in global trade for both the global percent or more will lead to uncertainties, slowdowns, 
Office of the Trade Representative to handle foreign We took the initiative, along with Brazil, to form a new exporters and the American importers, who really do and recessions. An average tariff above 14 percent will 
trade and foreign direct investment exclusively. With group comprising major developing countries like not know what price to quote in US trade. have disastrous effects on the global economy. 
foreign trade now constituting 45 percent of our GDP, China, Egypt, South Africa, Thailand and others. This Trump believes these new tariffs will benefit the US, but Additionally, the effects of tariffs on domestic inflation 
we must look to protect our interests by creating more proved to be an unyielding opposition to the big two, history does not support this view. As Michael Bordo and their impact on the dollar will be adverse for the 
specialisations in trade, expertise in trade law, and resulting in the talks breaking down at the Cancun and Mickey Levy noted in their paper, Trump’s tariffs: US.What should India do? We are the 10th largest 
development of negotiating skills.Ministerial Conference in 2003. disregarding lessons from history, scenarios and trading partner of the US, but unlike China, we cannot 

Reconsider burden of rural banking on PSUs

Multinational companies (MNCs) are interested in 
building a substantial business in a growing India. 
This was not so some decades ago, because those 
who had been present in India found it to be a 
minuscule contributor, and those who had none 
found the entry too onerous.Illustratively, in 1967, 
Hindustan Lever contributed little to the global 
profits and market capitalisation of parent 
Unilever. Nowadays, the Indian company now 
renamed Hindustan Unilever accounts for about 
25-30 percent of the group’s global profits, and 
more importantly, 40-50 percent of its global 
market capitalisation. India is a key market for 
many MNCs like PepsiCo, Coca-Cola, Castrol, 
Suzuki Motor and Nestlé.MNCs face four 
dilemmas. First, should the business be 
geography-supreme (local leadership driven) or 
product-supreme (global leaders driven)? Second, 
if the subsidiary has Indian shareholding, how 
should governance be adapted? Third, how can the 
parent develop a dependable Indian management 
cadre that delivers its strategies? Fourth, and very 
importantly, since the parent company is usually a 
listed entity with performance pressures from an 
impatient main board, how can a balance be 
achieved?During the 1970s, there was much 
debate about how international operations should 
be organised. Will an MNC succeed by rapidly 
transferring a well-established product across 
geographies (product-supreme), or is success 
achieved by an adapted product with a focus on 
local needs (geographysupreme)? Does India 
merit a structure different from other countries? 
The answers vary by domain and company.

Procter & Gamble was a late globaliser that achieved 
success by a product-supreme approach. Nestlé’s 
expatriate CEO and global organisation felt 
challenged by the Maggi noodles crisis until the 
company was headed by an Indian national. 
Unilever was an early globaliser and succeeded 
through a geography-supreme approach.When I 
joined Hindustan Lever in 1967, United Africa 
Company (UAC), running the group’s African 
market, accounted for as much as a third of 
Unilever profits. The main Unilever board had 
three UAC directors who sat separately in UAC 
House, away from the Unilever House in 
London’s Blackfriars. Over the last five decades, I 
have had deep experience with some Indian MNC 
subsidiaries—Hindustan Unilever, ICI, and 
Castrol—apart from a powerful Indian MNC, the 
Tata Group.In the late 1980s, C K Prahalad and 
Gary Hamel stormed management thinking with 
‘core competence’. They argued every 
corporation has one and should grow by exploiting 
and strengthening it. This thought developed into 
the mantra: stick to the knitting. About the same 
time, I attended a conference of Unilever leaders in 
Kingston, UK. One strand of discussion centred 
around how Unilever should be organised 
globally: product-supreme or geography-
supreme.I recall arguing that, for India, geography 
can be a core competence—management depth, 
distribution systems, low-cost manufacturing 
competence, innovation and research. Hence, the 
Indian subsidiary should remain geography-
supreme.MNCs that changed in India from their 
geography-supreme structure to a global one 
seemed to have a tepid run. ICI India, later Akzo 
Nobel India, whittled its presence from a massive 
multi-technology portfolio to just decorative 
paints, finally exiting from that too. Pharma 
companies like Pfizer and Glaxo created clones of 
an international structure in which the local board 
became decorative.I privately wondered whether 
these were being designed and operated based on a 
‘western’ model (organise for efficiency). The 
truth was that new board structures, following the 
Cadbury Committee, introduced new pulls and 
pressures.

Nagasaki remained compelling reasons to achieve a theatre weapons right up to a strategic, no-holds-barred THE 80th anniversary of the atomic bombing of the 

nuclear weapon-free world.Later, at the turn of the exchange) proliferated. These were more mind games Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki on August 6 

century, I was part of the Global Zero movement, which than reflections of reality. If nuclear deterrence, even in a and 9, 1945, respectively, was observed last week. The 

campaigned with passion and perseverance for a world binary context, proved to be so complicated, how would catastrophic human tragedy unleashed by the bombings 

free of nuclear weapons. It was led by Bruce G Blair, it work in a landscape populated by several nuclear was only outdone by the cruel irony of the folksy names 

who had been part of the US nuclear command and weapon states?Would a binary nuclear exchange, say the bombs were given by the attackers — Little Boy and 

control and well understood the fragility of nuclear between India and Pakistan, remain binary or must factor Fat Man. And the pilot of the aircraft which dropped the 

peace. Blair passed away in 2020 and the movement lost in the role of China? Would China’s entry into a nuclear bomb thought it was a proud moment of his life to pilot 

its drive and energy. I believe that without a civil society war in the sub-continent draw in Russia and the US? The this vaahan of death, which he named after his mother, 

movement on a global scale, the vision of a world free of multiplicity of nuclear actors and the impossibility of Enola Gay. Such is the banality of evil.As the years have 

nuclear weapons will remain a chimera. predicting their reactions make the danger of managing gone by, the memory of those horrors, of melting human 

relations among nuclear weapon states much more flesh and vapourised bodies, of clocks and watches There are several reasons to doubt the stability of the 

complex and unpredictable. It is only in multilateral frozen in the moment of impact and the awesome terror global nuclear regime. Theories of nuclear deterrence, 

negotiations involving all N-weapon states that one may of the mushroom cloud which has become the signature which it is claimed has kept the nuclear peace over the 

begin to address the danger of a nuclear war.A start could of apocalypse, has been dimmed by time. It should not past 80 years, have always been of questionable value 

be made by a multilateral compact among be. The danger of an apocalypse of a 

nuclear weapon states never to be the first greater scale and intensity lurks beneath 

to use nuclear weapons and ideally to a pervasive complacency. The younger 

pledge never to use or threaten to use generations have scant familiarity with 

them. Such a compact would have this tragic history, even though it is they 

inhibited Russia from brandishing the use who must work to ensure that it is never 

of a theatre nuclear weapon against repeated.
It is true that the taboo against the use of Ukraine in the ongoing war.Technology is 

nuclear weapons has prevailed since also playing a role in enhancing the threat 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. And, contrary of a nuclear war. The technology to 
to the many dire predictions made in the assemble a crude but highly destructive 
post-atomic age, the number of nuclear device is now freely available. Deterrence 
weapon states has increased from the may work against states, but becomes 
original five (US, UK, Russia, France irrelevant in dealing with non-state actors. 
and China) to only nine today (adding It is conceivable that a terrorist or a 
Israel, India, Pakistan and North jihadist group lays its hands on a useable 
Korea).It is also true that the global device and launches it against a state from 
stock of nuclear weapons, mainly in the the territory of another state without the 
arsenals of the US and Russia, has come latter’s knowledge and connivance. 
down from a maximum of 40,000 at the Would retaliation with nuclear weapons 
height of the Cold War to about 14,000 against that state be justified? It may even 
today, with the US and Russian stocks be conceivable that the device may be 
still by far the largest. This may be a launched from within the territory of a 
cause for hope, but as long as nuclear state. What would retaliation entail in this 
weapons exist, the danger of a nuclear context?

and are even more questionable today. Most doctrines of Nuclear weapons are now integrated with cyber systems holocaust will persist.What is worrying is the lack of 
nuclear deterrence evolved in an essentially binary and rely for targeting on satellite systems. There is civil society mobilisation and activism in calling for a 
equation between the East represented by the then already a nuclear-cyber-space continuum and a nuclear weapon-free world. In the 1980s, when I was 
Soviet Union and the West represented by the US, UK disruption at any point in this continuum can cause representing India at the Geneva-based Committee on 
and France. accidental use of nuclear weapons, or false alarms Disarmament, there was the most vocal Campaign for 

Concepts such as Mutually Assured Destruction (the triggering a premature retaliation. The application of Nuclear Disarmament in Europe. Even the Mahabodhi 
capacity of each side to annihilate the other in a nuclear artificial intelligence and the diminishing of human Society under its venerable head, Fujii Guru, parked 
exchange, irrespective of which side initiated the agency in decision-making will make the nuclear danger itself outside the Council chamber, chanting hymns for 
exchange) and Graduated Response (or the notion that it far greater than it already is. We are hurtling into a future peace, reminding the world, as only a Japanese activist 
would be possible to control escalation from the use of which contains the seeds of our own extinction.could, of the need to ensure that Hiroshima and 

Hiroshima & Nagasaki deserve more than pious memorials — they are a warning to be heeded

As a business choice, ICICI Bank seems to be moving away from mass banking to preferential services for a higher income bracket. By limiting 

access only to bigger-ticket account holders, it should be able to provide more targeted services and benefit from higher average transactions

We can no longer let trade diplomacy be managed by a changing bureaucracy. We must learn from earlier manoeuvres at WTO and build competencies at home

Unfurl sturdy sails to navigate trade doldrums
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Maligaon, 14th August: Northeast Frontier Railway

(NFR), under the leadership of General Manager Shri
Chetan Kumar Shrivastava, has taken a significant step
towards environmental sustainability by joining hands with
IIT Guwahati, led by Professor Vimal Katiyar, to introduce
biodegradable and compostable materials as a replacement
for conventional plastic. Developed at IIT Guwahati’s in-
house Research and Development facility, this ISO 17088
compliant bio-plastic degrades in compost within a short
time. As a pilot initiative, NFR has introduced eco-friendly
green bed-roll bags on its trains, replacing traditional plas-
tic bags used for distributing linen to passengers. The ini-
tiative will formally be rolled out on 15th August 2025, coin-
ciding with the celebration of India’s 79th Independence
Day, with around 40,000 such bags to be distributed across
25 trains originating from terminals in Assam, West Bengal,
Bihar, Tripura and Arunachal Pradesh. NFR has always
been at the forefront towards adopting green initiatives
over its transportation system. The zone has implemented
rapid railway electrification, solar energy generation, AI-
based intrusion detection systems to safeguard elephants
and others, rainwater harvesting, quick watering systems,
automatic coach washing plants, bio-toilets, mechanized

cleaning system, composting of solid waste, afforestation,
and the transformation of waste lands into green areas.

Notably, the inoculum generation
plant at Kamakhya has played a
vital role in recycling biodegrad-
able waste, which helps in repro-
cessing used bed-roll bags into
new ones, further reducing plastic
pollution. The collaboration with
IIT Guwahati, coupled with NFR’s
sustained eco-friendly measures,
marks a practical and scalable
approach towards greener railway
operations. This initiative not only
enhances passenger convenience
through durable and environmen-
tally responsible solutions but also
contributes towards reducing land-
fill waste, lowering the carbon foot-
print and conserving natural
resources. By aligning operational
efficiency with ecological responsi-
bility, NFR continues to lead by
example in building a cleaner,

greener and more sustainable future for the railway sector
and the communities it serves.

NFR Collaborates with IIT Guwahati to adopt Biodegradable
Compostable Materials replacing use of Traditional Plastic



8NATIONAL The Sikh TimesFriday 15 August 2025



9SPORTS The Sikh TimesFriday 15 August 2025

NEWS BOX

we needed through the substitutions, and in with a crisp finish. The comeback was 
the shootout we have players who take their complete deep into stoppage time when 
penalties well and a goalkeeper who helped Goncalo Ramos met Ousmane Dembele’s 
us.”ottenham, managed by Thomas Frank pinpoint cross with a diving header to make 
in his first competitive match in charge, it 2-2.The match was then decided by 

penalties, where Tottenham’s Tel 
and Van de Ven missed their 
efforts. Nuno Mendes held his 
nerve to slot home the decisive 
spot-kick for PSG, sparking 
scenes of jubilation as players New Delhi. (Agency)
poured onto the pitch.Paris Saint-Germain players celebrated 

“It’s difficult to talk about this wildly after pulling off a remarkable 
match We trained for only five-six comeback to beat Tottenham Hotspur on 
days, it’s incredible,” said PSG penalties and lift the UEFA Super Cup for 
coach Luis Enrique. “For us, it’s the first time in club history.The European 
really special to have won this champions fought back from 2-0 down with 
trophy and to be able to offer it to just five minutes remaining in regulation looked set to mark the occasion with 

them.”PSG’s victory also marks a historic time to level the match 2-2, before edging silverware after goals from Micky van de 
moment for French football, with the club the Europa League winners 4-3 in a Ven and Cristian Romero gave them a 2-0 
becoming the first from France to ever lift dramatic shootout on Wednesday.“It’s lead. Van de Ven capitalised on a rebound to 
the UEFA Super Cup. The win adds another incredible to win like this. This team once open the scoring, while Romero headed 
feather to their cap, coming just months again showed character, even if we’re not at home to double the advantage.But the game 
after their emphatic 5-0 triumph over Inter our physical best,” said PSG defender turned late on when PSG substitute Lee 
Milan in the Champions League final.Marquinhos. “We managed to get the goals Kang-in pulled one back in the 85th minute 

traded to CSK, and RR then try to trade with LSG’s responsibility. CSK generally don’t  PARIS .  (Agency)
other teams, they’re unlikely to get valuable believe in trading. They aren’t going to trade  Chennai Super Kings (CSK) spinner 
players in return. For example, if RR want a players like Ravindra Jadeja or Shivam Ravichandran Ashwin feels the trade deal 
spinner like Ravi Bishnoi and approach Dube. So, in all likelihood, Sanju coming to between CSK and Rajasthan Royals (RR) 
LSG, the problem is that if LSG acquire CSK is bleak, for the reasons I’ve explained. for Sanju Samson is not going to work. 

RR don’t have much to gain from Ahead of the next season of the Indian 
this kind of trade,” said Ashwin Premier League (IPL), several reports 
on his Youtube Channel.Samson have emerged which claim that Samson 
started his IPL career at Kolkata isn’t willing to stay in RR and wants to 
Knight Riders (KKR) in 2012 leave the franchise.CSK have expressed 
but didn’t get to play a single their interest in acquiring Samson’s 
match. He was bought by services. However, according to Ashwin 
Rajasthan Royals in the auction the trade deal might not come to fruition. 
next year and went on to make Samson was retained for Rs 18 crore 
his IPL debut. After playing for ahead of the mega auction but missed 
RR till 2015, he was bought by several games of the season due to 
Delhi Daredevils (now Delhi injury. Sharing his thoughts on the 
Capitals) for 2016 and 2017 possible trade of Samson between CSK 
seasons. However, he again and RR, Ashwin has said that the deal 

Sanju and give away Bishnoi, they also returned to Rajasthan in 2018 and even led might not happen as RR are unlikely to get 
have to manage the remaining purse them to their second final ever in 2022, but valuable players in return.Why the CSK-
required to retain Sanju — which becomes ended up on the losing side.RR trade won’t work is because if Sanju is 

Sanju Samson's trade to Chennai Super 
Kings is not going to work: R Ashwin

New Delhi. (Agency) 
Former India Test cricketer Ravichandran 

Ashwin revealed a hilarious story about 
nearly giving away Virat Kohli's number to a 
scammer at the end of the Indian Premier 
League's 2025 season. Speaking on his 
YouTube channel, Ashwin reminisced how 
someone texted him, claiming to be New 
Zealand and CSK star Devon Conway.

Ashwin revealed how he chatted with the 
number thinking it was his Chennai 
teammate and wished him well for future 
endeavours. However, when the account 
started asking Ashwin for numbers of the 
players, that is when the India star started 
feeling fishy."After the IPL got over, one guy 
messaged me, claiming to be Devon 
Conway, ‘Hi buddy, how are you?’ and I also 
responded, ‘We'll stay in touch. You're 
playing in MLC; I'll watch the games.’ He 
then asked, ‘I've lost Virat Kohli's number, 

can you share it?’ I thought, why is he asking 
for Virat's number? I thought I should ask 
him, but I didn't want Devon Conway to 
misunderstand. Then I picked Virat Kohli's 
card and gave him a different number," 
Ashwin said on his YouTube channel."Once 
I shared it, he replied, ‘I've lost a few more 
numbers.’ I asked whose numbers, and he 
responded, ‘Rohit Sharma and MS Dhoni.’ I 
got suspicious and thought somebody was 
playing a prank," Ashwin added.

Then just like a Grandmaster on the chess 
board, Ashwin pulled off an elite move. He 
counter questioned Conway and asked him 
about a bat that he had supposedly given 
Conway during the IPL season. And that is 
when the scammer fumbled.

leaving a void in creativity, leadership, and New Delhi. (Agency)
 It was a season to forget for Manchester City. Third match-winning moments. Kyle Walker’s exit 

place in the Premier League, an FA Cup final loss robs City of defensive steel and experience. 
to Crystal Palace, and a shock Champions These changes mark the end of an era and the 
League Round of 32 exit combined to create one start of something new.

STRENGTHS AND SQUAD DEPTHof Pep Guardiola’s most underwhelming 
Despite the turnover, City’s depth remains the campaigns in his managerial career.

envy of the Premier League. The defensive core For a club used to measuring success in silverware, 
of Josko Gvardiol, Ruben Dias, John Stones, the absence of trophies hit hard. The criticism 
Nathan Ake, and Manuel Akanji gives Guardiola inevitably followed — questions about 
flexibility in shape and selection. The full-back Guardiola’s longevity, whispers about whether Burnley to compete for the goalkeeper’s spot, 
department is equally versatile — Matheus the squad had reached the end of a cycle, and while AC Milan’s Tijjani Reijnders adds energy 
Nunes offers a more attacking profile on the debates over whether rivals had finally worked and drive to the midfield. Rayan Alt-Nouri, 
right, while Rico Lewis can invert into midfield out City’s blueprint. But instead of walking away, signed from Wolves, offers a dynamic attacking 
to overload central areas.In midfield, Rodri’s Guardiola made his decision clear: he would stay option at left-back. The arrival of 21-year-old 
return from a long injury layoff could be the and lead the club through what is shaping up to be Rayan Cherki from Lyon could prove the most 
single most important boost. City’s struggles a major rebuilding phase. intriguing signing — a creative, two-footed 

REBUILDING WITH BIG MOVES without their Ballon d’Or-winning holding attacker capable of playing across the frontline.
midfielder last season were telling — his City have been active in the market, intent on This influx comes alongside painful departures. 
positional discipline and distribution form the refreshing their squad with a mix of youth and Kevin De Bruyne, one of the most influential 
backbone of Guardiola’s systemproven quality. James Trafford has returned from players in the club’s history, has moved on, 

SPORTS

will continue as head coach of the Steelers of the Steelers' last campaign and was ably consecutive editions in Seasons 7 and 8.
after guiding them to their maiden PKL supported by Shivam, with 158 raid points in Weaknesses
triumph last season. Under his guidance, the 24 matches. Vishal also chipped in with 43 While the Steelers have assembled a 
Steelers earlier finished runners-up in raid points in 13 games.Captain Jaideep formidable squad on paper, the departure of 
Season 10. Dahiya and right corner Rahul Sethpal will their star all-rounder Mohammadreza 

STORIES YOU MAY LIKE Shadloui cannot be ignored. Shadloui 
A former Pro Kabaddi champion as a player proved to be the driving force behind the 

with Patna Pirates, Manpreet began his Season 11 winners with his consistent all-
coaching journey on a brilliant note after he round performances.  The Iranian 
led Gujarat Giants to back-to-back PKL powerhouse earned the well-deserved title 
finals in Seasons 5 and 6.Having retained of MVP after he concluded the season with 
their title-winning core ahead of the PKL 82 tackle points and 57 raid points across 24 
Season 12 Player Auction, the Steelers have matches.As a result, the lack of a top 
added 10 players at the auction to bolster defender in the left corner position might be 
their squad. With a total amount of INR an issue for the Steelers. Even though the 
4.983 crore, the Steelers have built a strong reigning champions have the likes of Rahul 
squad to challenge for the title. Let’s assess Ahri, Hardeep and Sahil Narwal in that 
the strengths and weaknesses of the squad position, none of them have adequate PKL once again be part of the Steelers’ defensive TAROUBA. (Agency)
before their title defence begins in Season 12. e x p e r i e n c e  t o  g u a r a n t e e  unit in PKL Season 12.Additionally, the Reigning champions Haryana Steelers will be 

success.Furthermore, the Steelers will miss Strengths Steelers have further strengthened their aiming to become just the second team to 
the services of their former right cover The Steelers’ biggest strength heading into the attack by roping in accomplished raider successfully defend their Pro Kabaddi 
Sanjay Krishan Dhull, who has joined new season is the retention of most of their Naveen Kumar for INR 1.20 crore at the League (PKL) cown in the upcoming season.
Bengaluru Bulls for the forthcoming season. championship-winning squad. In attack, the Player Auction. Having racked up 1,102 raid Since their Pro Kabaddi debut in 2017, the 
Sanjay contributed with 57 tackle points and defending champions have retained Vinay, points in 107 games, Naveen will bring a Steelers have been one of the most consistent 
was one of their key players in their defence Shivam Anil Patare and Vishal Tate, all of wealth of experience to the Steelers’ setup. teams in recent years and have reached the 
last season. Manikandan N, Zubair and whom contributed raid points at crucial The seasoned raider won the PKL title with Playoffs in four of the seven seasons that they 
Sachin are some of the options to replace junctures throughout last season. With 164 Dabang Delhi K.C. in 2022, and also bagged have competed in.Manpreet Singh, one of 
Sanjay in the right cover position.points in 24 games, Vinay was the lead raider the Most Valuable Player (MVP) award in the most successful coaches in PKL history, 

Premier League: Can Pep Guardiola's 
Manchester City reclaim the crown in 2025–26

Defending champions Haryana 
Steelers eye back-to-back PKL titles

Tottenham suffer epic collapse, lose Super 
Cup to PSG despite leading 2-0 till 85th min

PARIS. (Agency)
Sachin Tendulkar is one of the most recognised 

names in the sporting universe. A master of his 
craft, Sachin finished his career as the 
undisputed great in world cricket. But when did 
it start? When did Sachin stamp his authority as 
a batter in world cricket?It was on this day, 
August 14, in the summer of 1990, that a 17-
year-old Sachin Tendulkar etched his name in 
the cricketing folklore. The teenager walked 
onto the field at Old Trafford, Manchester, and 
scored a sublime unbeaten 119 — his first 
international century. It wasn’t just a personal 
milestone; it was the moment the cricketing 
world realised it was witnessing the rise of a 
future icon.The match, the second Test of the 
India vs England series, had entered a critical 
phase. England, powered by centuries from 
Graham Gooch and Michael Atherton, posted a 
massive 519 in their first innings. In reply, India 
was bowled out for 432, with skipper 
Mohammad Azharuddin scoring a majestic 
179. In that innings, Sachin scored 68 runs and 
formed a crucial partnership of 112 runs with 
his captain. However, England set a daunting 

target of 408 for India in the fourth innings, and 
on a deteriorating pitch, the visitors found 
themselves in deep trouble at 127 for 5.Enter 
Sachin Tendulkar.Facing a hostile English 
attack led by Angus Fraser and Devon 
Malcolm, Tendulkar displayed maturity well 
beyond his years. He combined caution with 
flair, driving on the up, defending with soft 
hands, and punishing anything loose. 
Partnering with Kapil Dev and later Manoj 
Prabhakar, he shepherded the lower order with 
incredible poise. His stroke play was elegant, 
but more importantly, his decision-making was 
ice-cold under pressure.He reached his 
hundred with a crisp drive through the covers 
— a moment that would define the beginning of 
a historic journey. His unbeaten 119 not only 
helped India draw the match but also saved 
them from what looked like certain 
defeat.More than the runs, it was the context 
and composure of the innings that stood out. In 
only his ninth Test match, against a seasoned 
English side.

OTD: Sachin Tendulkar hits 
maiden international 
hundred at age of 17

 DARWIN. (Agency)
 Former India cricket captain Kapil Dev has 

urged Delhi and NCR authorities to find 
compassionate alternatives for managing 
stray dogs, following a recent Supreme Court 
order  di rect ing their  capture  and 
confinement.The court instructed the Delhi 
government and municipal bodies to leash 
stray dogs, place them in pounds, and ensure 
they are not released back into public spaces. 
The directive has sparked debate among 
animal rights advocates, who fear it could 
lead to overcrowded shelters and inadequate 
care facilities.In a video message for animal 
welfare group Petfamilia, the 1983 World 
Cup-winning skipper made an emotional 
plea to safeguard the wellbeing of street dogs.

“I know a lot of things are being said about the 
dogs. But, as a citizen, I feel they are the most 
beautiful creatures. So I request to authorities 
to look into them and give them a better life 
and don’t throw them out,” Kapil Dev said.

Kapil Dev’s advocacy for stray dogs goes back 
several years. In 2023, he approached the 
Delhi High Court challenging provisions in 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act that 

allowed “the destruction of stray dogs in 
lethal chambers or by such other methods as 
may be prescribed.” His intervention came 
after the disturbing killing of a pregnant stray 
dog in Delhi in November 2022 — an 
incident that also prompted him to take the 
matter to the Supreme Court.For Kapil Dev, 
the matter is as much about moral 
responsibility as it is about policy. His latest 
message calls for the creation of safe shelters, 
improved veterinary support, and long-term 
care strategies that can ensure public safety 
without compromising the dignity and 
wellbeing of the animals.

With authorities now tasked with enforcing the 
court’s orders, and several protesters already 
voicing their disapproval the challenge will 
be to balance compliance with compassion.

When R Ashwin nearly got 
scammed into giving 

away Virat Kohli's phone 
number

Give stray dogs a better 
life: Kapil Dev pleads to 

authorities amidst SC row

Paris Saint-Germain staged a late 

comeback to beat Tottenham Hotspur 

in the UEFA Super Cup final. The 

dramatic penalty shootout victory 

marks a historic first Super Cup win 

for the French club.

Haryana Steelers aim to 
become the second team 
to defend Pro Kabaddi 
League title. The squad 
faces challenges with 
defensive gaps and 
Naveen Kumar's injury 
concerns.

 

 

The 2025–26 season 
marks a reset for 

Manchester City. After 
losing De Bruyne and 
Walker, Pep Guardiola 

banks on fresh 
recruits, a hopefully 
fit-again Rodri, and a 

hungry Haaland to 
mount a Premier 
League title push.
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India’s electric two-wheeler 
market presents a massive 
opportunity to cut emissions 
and deliver cleaner urban 
transport.

New Delhi.(Agency) Continuous Clearing and Settlement on considered approved and included for 
Realisation, will be rolled out in two settlement.Phase 2 will bring in a For a long time, cheque clearance in India 
phases. stricter timeline. From January 3, 2026, has been a time-consuming process, 

cheques must be confirmed within often taking up to two working days. Phase 1 will begin on October 4, 2025, 
three hours of presentation. For This delay has caused inconvenience and Phase 2 will follow on January 3, 
example, if a cheque is received for individuals and businesses who rely 2026. The move aims to improve 
between 10:00 AM and 11:00 AM, it on cheque payments.From October 4, efficiency, reduce settlement risks, and 
must be confirmed by 2:00 PM. If no 2025, that hassle will largely be enhance customer convenience.
confirmation is given within the time removed as the Reserve Bank of India In the new set-up, there will be a single 
limit, the cheque will be deemed (RBI) is set to introduce a faster presentation session from 10:00 AM to 
approved.Once the settlement is clearance system that will process 4:00 PM. Cheques deposited at bank 
complete, the clearing house will send cheques within hours.Under the new branches during this period will be 
the confirmation details to the rule, cheques will be scanned, scanned and sent to the clearing house 
presenting bank, which must release presented, and cleared continuously immediately. The drawee bank (the 
the funds to the customer immediately, during business hours, reducing the bank on which the cheque is drawn) 
but no later than one hour after clearing cycle from the current T+1 will then send a positive confirmation 
settlement.The RBI has instructed days to just a few hours. This change for honoured cheques or a negative 
banks to inform customers about the will take place under the Cheque confirmation for dishonoured ones.
new process and to ensure they are Truncation System (CTS), which until During Phase 1, drawee banks must 
ready to handle continuous cheque n o w  h a s  w o r k e d  o n  b a t c h  confirm cheques by the end of the 
clearing from the implementation processing.According to the RBI confirmation session at 7:00 PM. If 
dates.circular, the new system, called they fail to respond, the cheques will be 

Cognizant to roll out wage hikes for 80% of  
eligible employees. Details here

presents a massive opportunity to cut SuperStreet models have won multiple sustainable innovation,” said Nicolas 
emissions and deliver cleaner urban industry awards, while upcoming Sauvage, President of TDK Ventures. 
transport. While electric scooters have products — the Tesseract scooter and “Ultraviolette exemplifies this with their 
reached 18% market penetration in just Shockwave light motorcycle — have industry-leading engineering, vertical 
four years, electric motorcycles remain already secured over 70,000 paid integration, and bold vision to reimagine 
below 0.1%. Industry estimates project the future of motorcycling. We are 
the segment could grow into a market excited to support their journey toward 
worth over $50 billion within a decade. electrifying the world’s largest 
Ultraviolette’s proprietary software motorcycle markets.”Ultraviolette’s 
platform powers both its electric innovations include a patented five-level 
motorcycles and scooters, enabling the battery safety system, a proprietary 
transition for India’s 20 million-unit vehicle operating system, and a 

New Delhi.(Agency)  
two-wheeler market. The company is vertically integrated plant capable of 

 TDK Corporation has announced that its 
also the first Indian EV manufacturer to producing 100,000 units annually. Its 

corporate venture capital arm, TDK 
sell in the EU and is preparing for entry premium motorcycles deliver up to 30 

Ventures, Inc., has invested $21 million in 
into other developed markets.With a kW peak power, top speeds of 155 km/h, 

Ultraviolette, a Bangalore-based 
portfolio spanning mid-premium and real-world ranges up to 300 km. The bookings worth more than $120 million. innovator in high-performance electric 
motorcycles and scooters, Ultraviolette company’s F99 Factory Racing Platform The brand is expanding its reach from 20 motorcycles. The funding, part of 
combines aspirational design, high holds the record for the fastest Indian-Indian cities today to a target of 100 by Ultraviolette’s latest investment round, 
performance, and advanced safety made motorcycle at 258 km/h. Models are year-end, and began sales in 10 EU underscores TDK Ventures’ commitment 
features to offer compelling alternatives priced between USD $2,000 and $10,000, countries earlier this year.“TDK Ventures to advancing sustainable mobility 
to internal combustion vehicles. Its targeting a broad spectrum of consumers believes in empowering visionary worldwide.
flagship F77 MACH 2 and F77 in India and overseas.companies driving the next wave of India’s electric two-wheeler market 

TDK Ventures invests $21 million in 
Bengaluru-based Ultraviolette

Bitcoin surges past $124,000 to hit all-
time high. What's fueling the rally

New Delhi.(Agency)
IT services major Cognizant will roll out salary 

hikes for about 80% of its eligible employees 
effective November 1, 2025, the company said 
on Thursday. The move aligns with its second-
quarter guidance to award merit-based 
increases to the vast majority of staff in the 
second half of the year.The hikes will apply to 
employees up to the Senior Associate level, 
with the amount varying by country and 
individual performance. In India, consistent top 
performers will receive increases in the “high 
single digits.”“Top performers will receive the 
highest increases. Earlier this year, Cognizant 
paid most of its associates their highest bonuses 
in three years,” a company spokesperson said.

Nasdaq-listed Cognizant posted a 14% year-on-
year rise in net income to $645 million for the 
quarter ended June 30, 2025, compared with 
$566 million a year ago. Revenue for the quarter 
grew 8.1% to $5.25 billion. The company 
maintained its 2025 adjusted operating margin 
guidance at 15.5–15.7%, an expansion of 20–40 

basis points, and narrowed constant currency 
revenue growth guidance to 4–6%. Operating 
margin for the quarter stood at 15.6%.

CFO Jatin Dalal during the earnings call had said 
that the decision on salary increases had not 
been finalised earlier in the year, but the aim was 
“to cover a vast majority of our employees 
during the second half.”Voluntary attrition fell 
to 15.2% in Q2 2025, from 15.8% in Q1 and 
13.6% a year earlier. Headcount stood at 
343,800 at the end of June, up 7,500 from both 
Q1 2025 and Q2 2024. The company plans to 
hire 15,000–20,000 freshers in 2025.The 
announcement by Cognizant comes days after 
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) said it would 
raise salaries for about 80% of its workforce 
from September 1, 2025, covering junior and 
mid-level staff. Reports suggest increments of 
6–8% for offshore employees and 2–4% for 
onshore employees.

BUSINESS

Cognizant hikes salary for 80% 
of eligible staff; follows TCS 

move amid industry headwinds
increment cycle. Cognizant typically rewarding performance.
starts salary hikes from August 1 but The decision comes on the back of strong 
delayed this year’s cycle due to global financial performance in the second 
economic headwinds, including US quarter. Cognizant reported revenue of 
tariffs that impacted client budgets.In $5.25 billion, an 8.1% year-on-year 

rise, while net income jumped 
14% to  $645  mi l l ion .  
Bookings surged 18% during 
the quarter and included two 
large deals worth over $1 

New Delhi.(Agency)
billion each.The company 

IT services major Cognizant will also raised its 2025 constant-
implement salary increases for nearly currency revenue growth 
80% of its eligible employees starting forecast to 4 to 6% from its 
November 1, 2025, according to a earlier estimate of 3.5 to 6%, 
report by Moneycontrol. The move while retaining its adjusted 
follows the company’s earlier operating margin guidance at 
indication during its second-quarter 15.5 to 15.7%.Headcount 
earnings that most employees would increased by about 7,500 
receive merit-based increments in the employees during the quarter, 
latter half of the year.The hikes will India, high performers can expect taking the total to 343,800, driven 
apply to employees up to and including increases in the high single digits, largely by fresh hiring in India. 
the Senior Associate level. The exact while others will receive smaller Attrition dropped to 15.2%.
increase will depend on performance adjustments. Earlier this year, most Cognizant also announced plans to 
r a t i n g s  a n d  t h e  e m p l o y e e ’s  associates at Cognizant received their upskill employees in artificial 
location.The announcement ends highest bonuses in three years, intelligence through a new learning 
months of uncertainty around the signalling the company’s focus on facility in Chennai.

ICICI Bank cuts minimum 
balance after backlash. 
Check new rules and 
penalties

New Delhi.(Agency)  
ICICI Bank has eased its minimum balance 

requirement for new savings accounts after facing 
criticism over an earlier steep hike. The updated rules 
came into effect on August 13, and will apply only to 
accounts opened on or after August 1, 2025. 
Customers with older accounts will continue under 
the previous terms.

LOWER BALANCE LIMITS FOR DIFFERENT 
AREAS

The bank has announced a sharp cut in the monthly 
average balance (MAB) for urban and metro 
customers, bringing it down from Rs 50,000 to Rs 
15,000. For semi-urban branches, the required MAB 
is now Rs 7,500, while rural customers will need to 
maintain a minimum of Rs 2,500.

This marks a considerable relief, particularly for those 
in cities who were most affected by the earlier hike.

UNDERSTANDING THE MINIMUM ACCOUNT 
BALANCE

A minimum account balance is the smallest amount of 
money that must remain in your savings account to 
avoid a penalty.Banks set these requirements based 
on the account type and location. Falling below the set 
limit can lead to charges, which are often deducted 
automatically from the account.

WHO WILL NEED TO FOLLOW THE RULES
The revised balance requirements apply only to 

customers who opened their savings accounts after 
August 1, 2025.Those with older accounts will 
continue to follow the earlier rules, which in some 
cases mean keeping a higher amount in their 
accounts.

PENALTY FOR FALLING SHORT
If the required balance is not maintained, ICICI Bank 

will charge 6% of the shortfall amount or Rs 500, 
whichever is lower.

BENGALURU. (Agency) 
The increasing demand for power, especially 

renewable energy and the high tariffs being imposed 
by the United States have come as an opportunity for 
the Indian energy sector especially for the southern 
states, which have the highest potential, to quickly 
grab, said Pinaki Bhattacharyya, Founder, Managing 
Director and CEO, Ampin Energy Transition Private 
Limited.Speaking to the media at the sidelines of the 
day-long seminar on Renewable Energy Transition 
for Commercial and Industrial Consumers in the 
Southern Region, he said the cells, modules, solar and 
wind panels were manufactured in India, but were 
being exported to other countries, leaving the 
demands inside the country dry. Now the relations of 
India with its neighbouring countries are not good 
and the tariff revisions imposed will help improve the 
production and costing for the Indian market. This 
will only strengthen India’s energy sector in the 
coming times, he said.The Union government has set 
a net-zero target by 2070 and 500 gigawatt of 
renewable energy (RE) generation by 2030, of this 
200 giga watt is being generated and to meet the target 
at least 50 gigawatt needs to be generated year-on-
year. Karnataka has also set a target of increasing its 
RE generation from the existing 24 gigawatt to 38 
gigawatt in the next five years.

RBI's new rule: Cheques to clear 
in just hours starting this date

Rising US tariffs, demand for 
renewables a big 
opportunity for southern 
states: Ampin Energy CEO

IT giant Cognizant is set to give 

salary hikes to 80% of  eligible 

employees from November 1, with 

top performers in India receiving 

high single-digit increases.

trading at $123,600, the breakout has 
pushed BTC into price discovery, with 
liquidation clusters forming near 
$125,500. If the momentum continues, 
we could see BTC heading towards 
$140,000 in the coming weeks," Patel 
added.Simply put, the rally has been 
supported by expectations of a 
September interest rate cut from the 

New Delhi. (Agency) Federal Reserve. CME FedWatch 
Bitcoin hit a record high on Thursday, currently shows a 93.7% probability of 

surging past $124,000 for the first time a cut, while softer-than-expected US 
before easing slightly to $123,868. CPI data at 2.7% year-on-year has 
Ethereum also climbed sharply, trading boosted market optimism.
near $4,717, its highest level since However, a rise in core inflation to 3.1%, 
2021.The rally reflects a mix of strong however, could make the Fed more CPI data at 2.7% y/y boosted optimism, end of the year.”Edul Patel, Co-founder institutional demand, favourable macro cautious, adding an element of though a core inflation uptick to 3.1% and CEO of Mudrex, added further conditions, and growing expectations of uncertainty to near-term market could keep the Fed cautious,” he said. context on the broader market impact: easier US monetary policy.Himanshu movements.It is worth noting that “Bitcoin hit a fresh all-time high of “Ethereum also limbed near its 2021 Maradiya, Founder and Chairman of institutional adoption remains a key $124,400, taking the overall crypto peak, trading at $4,717. Institutional CIFDAQ, explained the drivers behind driver. Bitcoin ETFs added over $3.6 market cap to a record $4.18 trillion. inflows remain a key driver. BTC ETFs the rally.Bitcoin surged past $124,000 billion in inflows in the past month, and Multiple factors, such as strong added over $3.6 billion in the past for the first time, setting a new all-time corporate and sovereign treasuries now optimism for a September rate cut, month, while corporate and sovereign high before easing to $123,868. The hold 17% of total BTC supply. This corporate accumulation, consistent ETF treasuries now hold 3.64 million BTC, rally was fueled by strong institutional structural demand, combined with inflows, and bullish derivatives activity, or 17% of supply,” he noted.“The demand and growing expectations of a limited supply, has created a strong have contributed to the rally.""Moves markets may experience consolidation September interest rate cut, with CME foundation for further gains, even if by the Trump administration to ease between $120K and $125K, but strong FedWatch now showing a 93.7% markets consolidate between $120,000 investment in crypto assets have further structural demand and limited supply probability. Softer-than-expected US and $125,000 in the short term.improved market sentiment. Currently will support further gains through the 

MUMBAI.(Agency)
 JSW Cement made a steady debut on the stock market 

on Thursday, opening at a premium of around 4% 
over its issue price of Rs 147. On the BSE, the shares 
opened at Rs 153, up 4.1%, while on the NSE they 
began trading at Rs 153.50, a gain of 4.4%.

The listing performance was in line with market 
expectations as the grey market premium (GMP) had 
indicated a possible gain of around Rs 5 per share 
ahead of the debut. The last reported GMP stood at Rs 
4.8, suggesting an estimated listing price of Rs 151.8 
and an expected gain of 3.27%.

Allotment of shares for the JSW Cement IPO was 
finalised on Tuesday, August 12, 2025. JSW Cement 
IPO opened for subscription on August 7 and closed 
on August 11.The company’s Rs 3,600 crore IPO, 
which comprised a fresh issue of Rs 1,600 crore and 
an offer for sale worth Rs 2,000 crore, received strong 
decent interest from investors. Overall, the issue was 
subscribed 8.22 times.Interest was particularly high 

from institutional buyers, with the qualified 
institutional buyers (QIB) category subscribing 
16.71 times. Non-institutional investors (NII) 
subscribed 11.60 times, while the retail portion saw a 
subscription of 1.91 times.Gaurav Garg, Lemonn 
Markets Desk, said, “JSW Cement’s IPO is suitable 
for investors with a long-term horizon and a high-risk 
appetite. While short-term listing gains are uncertain 
due to rich valuations and near-term earnings 
pressure, the company holds long-term promise as 
India transitions toward more sustainable and 
resource-efficient infrastructure development.”

JSW Cement shares list at 
4% premium on stock 
market debut

Bitcoin hit an all-time high of 
$124,000. Here's why Bitcoin 
surged past $124K and will it 
keep climbing
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