
Addressing 55 victims of Naxal violence, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah said that Maoists will 

take their last breath on March 31, 2026.

ED attaches Rs 100 crore assets 
held by proxies in Muda case 

involving Siddaramaiah

Game Over For INDI Alliance Mamata Banerjee Attacks 
Congress, Says 'Party Won't Get Even 40 Seats In LS Polls'

"We Could Have...": Siddaramaiah's Son 
Criticises Opposition To Caste Survey

Centre Issues Date For Census, To Be Held In Two Phases

NDTV's 'Hooter Hatao' campaign is aimed at curbing the misuse of car sirens during political rallies which are one of 
the major contributors to noise pollution.

? BJP's Arun Govil says not an outsider in 
Meerut constituency

? He is pitted against Samajwadi Party's 
Dalit candidate Sunita Verma

? Polling underway in eight parliamentary 
constituencies of Uttar Pradesh

Devendra Fadnavis, speaking at India Today's Mumbai Conclave, alleged that the previous Uddhav Thackeray government failed to cap 

:RSS chief  speaks at event commemorating work of  Shankar Dinkar Kane
:Speaks on current situation in strife-torn Manipur
:Says prevailing circumstances 'difficult' and 'challenging'

ZThe flight test, carried out from a 
land-based vertical launcher, 
aimed to engage a low-flying 
high-speed aerial target. The 
missile system effectively 
tracked and engaged the target, 
demonstrating its operational 
capabilities.

Each department-related standing committees - which has representation from across party lines - acts as 'mini parliaments' and keeps a tab on the functioning of their related ministries.

Exercising its right of reply, India sharply criticised Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's address at the 
UN General Assembly, calling his comments on the Kashmir issue a "travesty."

Sources close to Shinde said that rather than giving due respect and share in power, his party, which has 61 MLAs, has been squeezed.

School Girl Drops Out After 
Father's Accident. How Yogi 

Adityanath Helped Her

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said Jaishankar 
will meet the leadership of the UAE to review the close 

partnership between the two countries.

 The Sikh Times Anagpur.  
Coordination, harmony and love are 

vanishing due to the authoritarianism and 
dictatorship of superpowers and there is 
an atmosphere of conflict across the 
world, Union minister Nitin Gadkari said 
on Sunday while citing the Russia-
Ukraine and Israel-Iran wars.

Hailing India as the land of the Buddha 
giving the message of truth, non-violence 
and peace to the world, Mr Gadkari 
emphasised the need to ascertain future 
policy after reviewing and deliberating on 
international happenings underway.

Speaking at the launch of the book 'Beyond 
Borders' here, the Union Minister of Road 
Transport and Highways said these conflicts are 

creating a situation where World 
War could break out "anytime".

The technological advancements 
pertaining to war were also 
making it tougher to protect 
humanity, he asserted. "There is 
an atmosphere of conflict going 
on across the world amid the war 
between Israel and Iran as well as 
Russia and Ukraine.  The 
situation is such that there is 
possibility of a World War taking 
place anytime in the backdrop of 
these two ongoing wars," Mr 

Gadkari said.

Mr Gadkari said warfare dimensions have 
changed due to advanced technology, with 
increasing use of missiles and drones, which 
was reducing the relevance of tanks and other 
kind of aircraft.

"Amid all this, it has become difficult to protect 
humanity. Often, missiles are fired on civilian 
settlements. This has created a serious problem 
and there is need to discuss all these issues at a 
global level," the senior BJP leader said.

"It won't be right to say so but (fact is) all this is 
slowly leading to destruction. Authoritarianism 
and dictatorship (adhikarwadi-hukumshahi) of 
the superpowers is making coordination, 
harmony and love vanish," he opined. 

  Agency Tamil Nadu.
 Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has 

written to Governor Rajendra Arlekar, 
conveying the state cabinet’s displeasure 
over the use of images “not in line with 
the Constitution” at official events.

The letter comes after a controversy over 
the display of a ‘Bharat Mata’ image with 
a saffron flag, a 
symbol associated 
w i t h  t h e  R S S ,  
d u r i n g  v a r i o u s  
programmes at Raj 
Bhavan.

At a Scouts and 
Guides event on 
June 19, General 
Education Minister 
V Sivankutty, who 
a l so  heads  t he  
department, staged a boycott over the 
image.While he participated in the formal 
award distribution, Sivankutty publicly 
walked out, objecting to the use of 
symbols he said were inappropriate for 
government functions.

Raj Bhavan strongly condemned his action, 
calling it a “gross violation of protocol” 
and a “grave insult” to the Governor’s 
office. A statement from Raj Bhavan also 
accused the minister of arriving prepared 
for a confrontation and claimed his 
remarks insulted both the Governor and 
the students present.

The Chief Minister 
d e f e n d e d  t h e  
minister’s action 
and reiterated that 
g o v e r n m e n t  
e v e n t s  m u s t  
remain neutral 
and secular. “

Some are asking 
w h a t  i s  t h e  
p r o b l e m  i n  
honouring Bharat 

Mata. What we should see is that our 
Constitution does not uphold the concept 
of Bharat Mata. The flag in Bharat Mata is 
of RSS. They can honour it, but don’t 
think everyone should follow the same,” 
Pinarayi Vijayan said.

Gorakhpur. (Agency)
A class 7 student in Uttar Pradesh's Gorakhpur, who sought 

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath's help after her parents 
were unable to pay the school fees, was enrolled again on 
Monday.  The girl, Pankhuri Tripathi, met Mr Adityanath at 
a 'Janta Darshan' (a public grievance redressal program) in 
Gorakhpur on July 1 and appealed for financial support, 
saying that her father, Rajiv Kumar Tripathi, quit his job 
after he sustained a critical leg injury in an accident.

"I want to study, but my family is unable to pay the school 
fees," she told Mr Adityanath.

The Chief Minister then 
assured the girl that 
her education would 
not be disrupted. 
"Either your fees will 
be waived, or we will 
arrange the amount," 
he promised.

Ms Tripathi, however, 
on Saturday, said the 
management at her 
school,  Saraswati  

Shishu Mandir, had refused to waive her fees and 
misbehaved with them.

"I had gone to the Chief Minister with a fee waiver request. 
He gave me a chocolate and assured me that it would be 
done. But when I went to school with my father, they 
misbehaved with us. We were told that the fee couldn't be 
waived. They said that if more parents sought a fee waiver, 
the school wouldn't be able to function. They said they have 
to pay teachers," she said.

The Sikh Times
Sourabh Sharma

A sudden surge of activity has gripped the 
Delhi Gurudwara Election Office at ITO, 
indicating that the much-anticipated Delhi 
Sikh Gurudwara Management Committee 
(DSGMC) elections may be on the horizon. 
In recent days, a growing number of Sikh 
voters and political representatives have 
been seen gathering at the election office to 
verify names on the voter list, update 
records, and monitor preparations.

Sources within the office have confirmed  that 
various Akali factions and politically backed 
Sikh groups are regularly visiting the office, 
holding discussions with election officials, 
and scrutinizing electoral rolls. The 

momentum points clearly toward the 
beginning of election groundwork, which is 
traditionally followed by months of intense 
campaigning across  Delhi ’s  Sikh 
community.

Notably, the staff at the Gurudwara Election 
Office has become increasingly vigilant and 
active, reportedly working extended hours to 
ensure the completion of the voter list. The 
Delhi Government, under whose jurisdiction 
the election office operates, is also closely 
supervising the process, signaling the 
seriousness and administrative readiness for 
the upcoming polls.

The Delhi Gurudwara Election Office, located 
at ITO, New Delhi, is the nerve center of 
electoral activities for the DSGMC—a 

statutory body responsible for managing 
Sikh Gurudwaras in Delhi under the Delhi 
Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1971. This office is 
tasked with maintaining voter rolls, 
coordinating election logistics, and ensuring 
free and fair conduct of elections for 46 
constituencies across Delhi.

Historically, the DSGMC elections have seen 
intense political rivalry, primarily between 
factions of the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD 
Badal), Shiromani Akali Dal Delhi (SAD 
Delhi), and newly emerging Sikh political 
fronts. These elections are not just about 
Gurudwara management, but are often seen 
as a reflection of the broader socio-political 
currents within the Sikh community of 
Delhi.

Bengaluru. Yathindra Siddaramaiah, the son of 
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and a 
member of the state legislative council, has 
strongly criticised the non-implementation of the 
caste census in the state, accusing dominant 
communities of stalling what he called efforts to 
empower backward classes.The Congress central 
leadership has ordered a new caste survey in 
Karnataka after the last survey conducted in 2015 
during Siddaramaiah's previous term sparked 
controversy with many sections disputing the 
findings. The data, formally submitted in April this 
year, deepened the fault lines between the key 
Vokkaliga and Veerashaiva-Lingayat communities 
and other backward class communities.

"If this caste survey had been implemented, it would 
have strengthened the backwards classes, and we 
could have given more reservations to them," 
Siddaramaiah junior said at a private event in 
Mysuru."But some castes opposed it strongly. We 

couldn't fully implement it as they claimed it's been 
10 years since the survey and raised other minor 
issues, and ensured it's not implemented. We are 
now having to do a fresh one," he added.

He also pointed out that despite being influential, 
communities like Vokkaligas and Lingayats are 
also part of the backward classes and would have 
benefitted from increased reservation had the 
report been implemented.

He also highlighted a perceived double standard in 
how demands for reservation increases are treated, 
stating that proposals for upper caste reservations 
face little opposition, whereas similar efforts for 
backwards classes are met with resistance.

His comments add to the growing discourse around 
caste-based data and reservation reform in 
Karna taka .Las t  week ,  Ch ie f  Min i s t e r  
Siddaramaiah and his deputy, DK Shivakumar, 
announced a fresh survey after instructions from 
the Congress central leadership. They said the 

decision was taken to take everyone into 
confidence and ensure a detailed enumeration that 
will cover everyone and leave no scope for doubts.

The Sikh Times
Gurcharan Singh Babbar

In recent days, a series of provocative and 
highly controversial videos featuring former 
Rajya Sabha MP Dr. Subramanian Swamy 
have surfaced across social media platforms, 
attempting to malign the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister 
Shri Amit Shah. These videos, widely 
circulated online, make sensational claims 
that border on defamation, dragging India’s 
top leadership into baseless allegations 
involving foreign policy, judiciary, and 
personal character.

While freedom of speech is an essential pillar of 
democracy, what is currently unfolding 
appears to be a deliberate, orchestrated 
campaign aimed at character assassination, 
cleverly framed under the guise of “political 
analysis.” In several clips, Dr. Swamy uses 
innuendo and insinuation to link the Prime 
Minister and the Home Minister with serious 
matters including the Justice Loya case and 

India’s diplomatic dealings with the USA and 
China—without offering any credible 
evidence.

Such statements, coming from a veteran 
political figure, have caused immense 
damage in the public domain. Social media 
algorithms have amplified these videos, 
fueling misinformation, confusion, and 
unrest, especially among the youth and the 
international diaspora who rely heavily on 
digital platforms for news consumption.

Despite these developments, no official 
response has yet come from the Government, 
and central investigative agencies have not 
summoned Dr. Swamy for questioning. This 
silence is being misused by mischief-makers 
to present the allegations as factual, 
potentially eroding public trust in democratic 
institutions and the leadership that commands 
overwhelming national and international 
respect. It must be noted that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit 
Shah have led India through some of its most 

challenging times with unmatched vision, 
courage, and nationalistic conviction. From 
abrogating Article 370 to managing national 
security, from strengthening India’s global 
standing to decisive internal policy reforms, 
their leadership has been both transformative 
and historic.

Modi, in particular, has become a symbol of 
clean governance and personal integrity. His 
mantra of “Na khaunga, na khane dunga” has 
resonated widely with the masses. Similarly, 
Amit Shah’s unflinching stand against 
terrorism, organized crime, and separatist 
elements has reinforced public confidence in 
India’s internal security.

In light of this escalating online defamation, it is 
imperative that the Government of India 
issues a clear official statement addressing 
these allegations. Moreover, relevant 
authorities should investigate the motives, 
funding, and intent behind such videos, 
particularly when they threaten national 
morale and unity.

The Punjab 
government's 
decision to scrap 
the "non-existent" 
Department of 
Administrative 
Reforms came as 
part of a major 
administrative 
overhaul, which 
also saw the 

The Tripura chief  minister later met BJP general secretary B L Santosh

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh flew to Delhi amid speculation over a no-confidence motion. Some MLAs seek a leadership change. The state, facing ethnic violence, 
remains politically unstable ahead of the Assembly session on February 10.

Smear Campaign Won’t Shake Nation 

Nitin Gadkari Flags  Threat 'World War'
Citing Israel-Iran, Russia-Ukraine

ZMP produces 5.5 crore litres of milk, 
which accounts for 9% of the country’s 
total milk output. However, less than 1% 
of milk comes from dairy cooperatives.

Also, the BJP is the only party which has delivered on its promises under Prime Minister Narendra Modi and addressed the crisis of  
credibility created in politics, the Defence Minister told Gaurav Mishra, Ankit Paliwal and Rahul Chhabra of  IANS.

Pinarayi Vijayan calls 'Bharat Mata' image 
unconstitutional, writes to Governor

He emphasised that the mere discharge of the accused did not automatically imply malicious or improper intent behind the police action.

Dixit contended that the compensation order lacked a legal basis, as police had acted within their statutory authority while handling the case.

He urged the court to quash the NHRC recommendation, asserting that law enforcement cannot be penalised for investigative outcomes.

?Waqf  Bill tabled in 
Rajya Sabha by Kiren 
Rijiju
?Bill passed in Lok 
Sabha with 288 votes in 
favour
?Rijiju assured no 
interference by non-
Muslims in Waqf  matters

The Indian opposition vehemently criticised the 
government's handling of Operation Sindoor following the 
CDS's admission of fighter jet losses due to tactical errors. 
The Congress and TMC demanded a special Parliament 
session and an independent inquiry into India's defence 
preparedness, accusing the government of misleading the 
nation by withholding information and relying on 
international media reports to reveal crucial details of the 
military operation. They highlight concerns about 
transparency and the need for taking the opposition and 

?India is a leading 
member of BRICS. 
BRICS has growing 
economic clout and is 
increasingly seen as 
a G7 rival. 
Jaishankar said 
India had 'the ability 
to work with 
different countries in 
a way without 
making any 
relationship 
exclusive'.

Did Army general admit India's defeat to Pakistan? 
Centre's one-word clarification

 The Sikh Times New Delhi. 
The Press Information Bureau (PIB) has 

dismissed as fake a claim being pushed by 
several Pakistani propaganda accounts, 
which alleged that India's Deputy Chief of 
Army Staff, Lt Gen Rahul R Singh, 

confessed to a 'defeat' at the hands of 
Pakistan's electronic warfare and Chinese 
C4 intelligence systems in the recent conflict 
between New Delhi and Islamabad.

The false claim was circulated with a 
photograph of Lt Gen Singh, alongside 
quotes attributed to him such as: "Pakistan's 
electronic warfare and C4 intelligence 
capability truly surprised us, and Chinese 

technology played a big role in defeating 
India".

Other posts labelled 'breaking' repeated 
similar lines, claiming an Indian general had 
admitted that Chinese technology was 
instrumental in Pakistan's so-called victory.

One account even declared: "Top Indian 
military general says Pakistan's 
electronic warfare and C4 intelligence 
capability truly surprised us". Many of 
these posts linked the alleged remarks 
to Operation Sindoor, amplifying the 
narrative across multiple social media 
platforms.

Countering these viral posts, PIB issued 
a fact-check clarifying that Lt Gen 
Singh never made any such statement 
and termed the quotes "completely 
baseless". The bureau stated: 

"Pakistani propaganda accounts are 
claiming that Deputy Chief of Army Staff, Lt 
Gen Rahul R Singh has said 'Pakistan's 
electronic warfare and C4 intelligence 
capability truly surprised us, and Chinese 
technology played a big role in defeating 
India'. These claims are Fake! No such 
statement has been made by the Deputy 
Chief of Army Staff".

  Agency Bihar.
har chief minister said: “It gives me 

great pleasure to announce that social 
security pension for old people, 
people with disabilities and widows 
would get Rs 1,100/month pension 
instead of Rs 400/month. This 
amount  wil l  be credi ted to  
beneficiaries’ bank accounts on the 
10th of every month…The elderly 
are an invaluable part of society, and 
it’s our government’s top priority to 
e n s u r e  t h e m  a  l i f e  o f  
dignity.”Welcoming the move, 
Janata Dal (United) national general 
secretary Manish Kumar Verma 
claimed he had asked the chief 
minister to raise the social security 
pension after getting feedback from 
the public. 

sdsadsadasdsa

78 dead in Himachal, landslide alert 
in Uttarakhand as heavy rain continues

   New Delhi. (Agency )
 Torrential rain has battered the hill states of 

Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand over the past 
two days, leading to widespread damage, 
disruption and loss of life. The India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued 
orange and yellow alerts for several districts in 
both states, warning of continued heavy rainfall 
and the risk of landslides and flash floods.

Overflowing rivers, broken roads and collapsed 
bridges have left hundreds of locals and tourists 
stranded, as the monsoon intensifies across the 
Himalayan region. Both states have activated 
emergency response teams and rescue operations 
are ongoing. Authorities have urged residents 

and visitors to stay away from landslide-prone 
zones.

In Himachal Pradesh, at least 14 cloudburst 
incidents and 3 flash floods have been reported in 
recent days. Mandi district remains the worst 
affected, where 14 people have died, 5 have been 
injured and 30 others are still missing. With these 
latest fatalities, the state’s monsoon death toll has 
risen to 78 since the start of the season.

Meanwhile, in Uttarakhand, natural disasters since 
June 1, 2025, have claimed 21 lives, left 11 
injured and 9 people (from Uttarkashi) are still 
missing. The most severely affected districts are 
Uttarkashi (8 deaths), Chamoli (4), Rudraprayag 
(3) and Dehradun (3).

?Kerala Education Minister boycotts Scouts event 
at Raj Bhavan
?Picture of Bharat Mata with RSS flag sparks 
political dispute
?Pinarayi Vijayan says Constitution doesn't 
uphold Bharat Mata concept

Z Karnataka MLA 
slams delay in Rs 25 
crore development 
works

Z Says no work orders 
issued after two 
years

Z Threatens 
resignation, backs 
BR Patil’s criticism

ZReactor exploded 
during operations, 
triggering 
massive fire

Z8 confirmed dead, 
rescue teams 
recover bodies 
from debris

ZRevanth Reddy 
orders relief and 
emergency 
medical response

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan wrote to Governor Rajendra Arlekar, objecting to 
using images like 'Bharat Mata' with an RSS flag at official events. Minister Sivankutty 

had boycotted a Raj Bhavan event over it.

(IMD) issued an orange alert for heavy to very heavy 
rainfall in parts of  Himachal Pradesh starting June 29, with 

warnings of  potential flash floods.

Nitin Gadkari emphasised the need to ascertain future policy after reviewing and deliberating on 
international happenings underway.

8 dead, 20 
injured as bus 
overturns in 
Punjab's 
Hoshiarpur

New Delhi. (Ajency)
Eight people were killed and 

nearly 20 others injured in a 
tragic bus accident near Sagra 
Adda on the Dasuya-Hajipur 
Road in Hoshiarpur district 
on Sunday.

According to initial reports, the 
bus was travelling through 
the Dasuya subdivision when 
it overturned in the middle of 
the road after the driver 
allegedly lost control. Local 
authorities and rescue teams 
rushed to the scene and began 
immediate relief operations.

Suspicious boat, 
likely from Pak, 
spotted off 
Maharashtra 
coast; state on 
alert

Mumbai. (Ajency)
Security along the coastline in 

Maharashtra's Raigad district 
was stepped up after  a  
suspicious boat was spotted 
near the Revdanda coast, police 
said on Sunday.

The boat was seen by security 
personnel around two nautical 
miles off the Korlai coast in 
Revdanda, an official was 
quoted by news agency as 
saying. It is suspected that the 
boat had Pakistani markings 
a n d  s o m e  p e o p l e  h a d  
disembarked from the vessel, 
which may have drifted to the 
coast. Following the alert, 
teams from Raigad Police, 
Bomb Detection and Disposal 
S q u a d  ( B D D S ) ,  Q u i c k  
Response Team (QRT), the 
Navy and the Coast Guard 
rushed to the spot.

A search operation began at night 
and authorities were able to 
notice a red light coming from 
the boat. A blockade was done 
in various places at night.

News box

?Torrential rains cause damage in Himachal 
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
?Himachal has reported 78 deaths since the 
start of the season
?In Uttarakhand, 21 lives were lost in rain-
related incidents

Public Stands Firm with PM Modi & HM 
Amit Shah Amid Online Attacks”

News continue page 02

Race for Power Begins: 
Hustle at Delhi Gurudwara 
Election Office as Polls Near

News continue page 02
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It is essential to distinguish between 
democratic dissent and deliberate 
defamation. The Indian people deserve 
the truth not propaganda masquerading 
as opinion. Despite these smear 
attempts, the public faith in PM Modi 

and HM Amit Shah remains unshaken. 
The people of India can differentiate 
between truth and political theatrics, 
and stand firmly with the leadership that 
has delivered results, not rhetoric.

Orange alert issued for Navsari and Valsad; 40 
people relocated to safer areas in Surat

US records 85 
unaccompanied Indian 

minors since Oct last year

Smear Campaign Won’t Shake Nation: 
Public Stands Firm with PM Modi & HM 

Amit Shah Amid Online Attacks”

91 per cent of TN cops think ‘custodial 
torture’ sometimes necessary: Report

 CHENNAI. (Agency)
 In the wake of increasing complaints 

about guest workers occupying 
reserved coaches in northbound 
express trains, the Railway Board has 
approved a new daily train service 
from Jogbani, a border town in Bihar’s 
Araria district on the India-Nepal 
b o r d e r ,  t o  
E r o d e . J o g b a n i  i s  
located approximately 
3 8 0  k m  f r o m  
Kathmandu.  Pr ime 
Minis ter  Narendra  
Modi will flag off the 
new train service soon from Bihar, 
where the assembly elections are 
scheduled to take place in October or 
November this year.

The railways decision comes following 
criticism over the reallocation of an 
Amrit Bharat rake, originally intended 
for Southern Railway, to another zone. 
That rake was initially proposed for a 
long-distance train connecting Tamil 
Nadu with West Bengal or Bihar.

Bihar BJP Lok Sabha member Pradeep 

Kumar Singh and former deputy chief 
minister and MLA Tarkishore Prasad 
shared the train’s approval on their ‘X’ 
( fo rmer ly  Twi t te r )  accounts .  
Tarkishore Prasad said Railway 
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw conveyed 
the information over a phone call.

According to sources, the new train is 
aimed at providing 
daily travel options 
for a large number 
of guest workers 
f r o m  B i h a r ,  
Jharkhand and other 
states, employed in 

textile hubs like Tiruppur and 
surrounding areas. Due to inadequate 
train facilities, these workers often 
occupy reserved coaches of express 
trains heading to northern parts of the 
country.

The train is expected to pass through 
Bihar,  UP,  Madhya Pradesh,  
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala, and 
TN.Southern Railway officials said 
they are yet to receive official 
communication regarding the train.

Ahmedabad . (Agency)
At least 40 people were 

relocated to safer areas in 
Surat district’s Bardoli 
taluka, bringing the total 
relocations in the state to 
3,703 since June 1 till 
Sunday even as heavy rain 
continues to lash Gujarat. 
The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has 
issued a forecast of very 
heavy rainfall warning for 
Navsari and Valsad, for Monday, 
putting these two districts under 
an orange alert. The state is 
expected to receive heavy 
rainfall till July 11, according to 
IMD.Dolvan in Tapi received the 
highest amount of rain at 155 mm 
(6.1 inch) and Bardoli in Surat at 
125 mm up to 6 pm on Sunday.

Surat, Tapi, Dang, Navsari , 

Bhavnagar, Amreli and Botad 
districts continued to receive 
heavy rain on Sunday.

“The entire Surat district has been 
on alert for a day. Nearly 40 
people were relocated on 
Sunday,” Surat Collector Dr 
Sourabh Pardhi told The Indian 
Express.

As per the State Emergency 
Operations Centre (SEOC), 
Vyara and Dolvan in Tapi 

recorded 141 mm and 135 mm, 
respectively while Paslana in 
Surat receded 125 mm and 
Kaprada in Valsad receded 123 
mm within the last 24 hours 
ending Sunday evening.In the 
last 24 hours till Sunday 
evening, Bhiloda in Aravalli 
received 167 mmm (6.6 inch) 
rain even as 204 talukas of 33 
districts received an average of 
26.65 mm rain.

Ahmedabad city also received 
continuous rainfall, recording an 
average of 26 mm, starting 
Sunday afternoon till late 
evening. Till July 10, the IMD 
has also issued a warning against 
l i g h t  t h u n d e r s t o r m s  
accompanied by lightning and 
surface wind 30-40 kmph and, 
with light to moderate rain across 
the state.

CHENNAI. (Agency)
 Ninety-one per cent of the police 

personnel in Tamil Nadu are likely to 
“highly or moderately” support the 
view that “custodial torture is 
sometimes necessary and acceptable 
to gain information” during 
investigation, as per the Status of 
Policing in India Report (SPIR) 
2025 compiled based on detailed 
interviews with 8,276 cops of 
different ranks from 16 states and 
Delhi.In the wake of the recent 
alleged custodial killing of B 
Ajithkumar (27) in Sivaganga 
district, the report, brought out by 
Lokniti - Centre for the Study of 
D e v e l o p i n g  S o c i e t i e s  i n  
collaboration with Common Cause 
on March 31, showed that TN police 

have higher propensity to 
resort to extra-judicial 
methods than most other 
states.

91% of cops in TN who 
“highly (56%) or moderately 
(35%)” support custodial 
torture sometimes were the 
h i g h e s t ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  
Rajasthan (90%).  The 
remaining nine per cent in 
TN expressed “low or very 
low” support.However, in 
terms of those who “highly” 
supported this view, TN ranked 
second (56%) after Gujarat (63%).

Kerala supports lawful policing
As per the report, Gujarat performed 

poorly on most parameters, while 
Kerala was at the other end of the 

spectrum, with interviewees there 
more inclined to follow legal 
procedures.

 For instance, only 11% of cops in 
Kera la  expressed  “h igh  o r  
moderate” support to torture. TN 
cops (87%) found “special squads 
that can detain people indefinitely” 

to be “very” or “somewhat” 
useful as a measure to reduce 
crime. It was one such “special 
team” that allegedly tortured 
Ajithkumar, leading to his death.

After the incident, Director 
General of Police/Head of Police 
Force Shankar Jiwal ordered for 
disbanding any such special 
teams, unless approved by the 
zonal IGs or the Commissioners 
of Police (for cities).

In TN, 45% of police felt it was 
more important to solve a case “by 
any means rather than strictly 
following legal procedures”, while 
53% felt it was always important to 
follow the legal procedures. (The 
rest two per cent did not respond to 
this question).

Rooted in tradition & collective well-being, 
Abraham’s 'Oor' promotes 'healthy ageing’

PATHANAMTHITTA.(Agency)
 In the heart of Central Travancore, where the 

challenges posed to senior citizens by the 
younger generation’s migration boom are 
becoming more evident, a middle-aged man 
has returned to his hometown and crafted a 
compassionate response to the growing 
concern of elderly care.

Junking the idea of old-age homes, Abraham P 
Kurien aka Biju, a resident of Mallappally, in 
Pathanamthitta, has created a lifeline for the 
elderly by establishing a unique support 
network based on his social entrepreneurship 
venture ‘Oor’.

“Oor is not an old-age home. It’s a temporary 
retreat that promotes healthy ageing while 
allowing seniors to stay in their own homes 
with dignity,” says Abraham. “Older people 
don’t like to leave their homes. That’s why 
we’ve built a support network around them,” he 
adds.

As a concept founded eight years ago, ‘Oor’ 
focuses on the collective well-being of the 
elderly.It functions out of a building in 
Mallappally that is truly exceptional, in that it 

was accomplished without altering the lay of 
the land. Moreover, the entire construction 
employed only reused materials.

According to Abraham, who worked for an 
NGO in Delhi for three decades, the 
construction used repurposed materials 
from 24 old buildings, including houses, 
schools, hospitals, and churches. He 
acquired and dismantled 16 of the 
structures, while sourcing materials from 
the rest.The wood for the three-storey 
building, spanning an area of 12,000 sqft, 
was sourced from several tharavadu 
(heritage mansions), some dating back 900 
years. The entire structure blends traditional 
elegance with modern functionality.

The building was designed by architect R D 
Padma Kumar, a close associate of the late 
Laurie Baker, and executed by the 
Kottayam unit of the Centre of Science and 
Technology for Rural Development (Costford). 
Notably, it also features remnants from the first 
goods shed at Kottayam railway station and 
Kottayam KSRTC’s first building. The project 
also serves as a venue for community 

gatherings, residential programmes, and 
cultural events.

Abraham and his team of 12 provide a range of 

services tailored to meet the needs of senior 
citizens. Their offerings include food delivery 
from their kitchen and an ayurveda health 
facil i ty.  I t  also provides temporary 
accommodation for elderly parents whose 
families may be away for work or other 
commitments.

Hundreds of homes within an 8km radius receive 
their service. Abraham’s team assists seniors in 
availing laboratory facilities, arranging 

medical services and even coordinating 
transportation for medical appointments. 
Oor also offers accommodation for NRIs 
and foreigners, with daily stay packages for 
t w o  p e o p l e  
r a n g i n g  f r o m  
` 2 , 7 5 0 - 3 , 7 5 0 .  
Meals can also be 
pre-ordered and 
d e l i v e r e d  t o  
homes for special 
e v e n t s  a n d  
functions.Throug
h Oor, Abraham 
has  c rea ted  a  
sustainable living 

space and a vibrant 
c o m m u n i t y  h u b  
deeply rooted in 
tradition, care, and 
c o l l e c t i v e  w e l l -
being.

ALAPPUZHA.(Agency)
 The serene backwaters of Alappuzha and 

Kuttanad, once known only to local fishermen 
and farmers, are today a global tourist 
attraction. With its coconut groves, glittering 
lakes and lagoons, and 
water logged paddy 
fields, Kuttanad has 
long been a treasure 
trove of scenic wonders. 
Its pristine charm had 
attracted filmmakers 
since the 1990s, and 
over 200 movies in 
various languages have 
e m p l o y e d  i t s  
captivating backdrops.

But, the visual charm of 
Kuttanad has not been 
limited to the silver 
screen. The rise of drone 
technology and social 
media platforms offered 
new ways to capture and 
share  the  region’s  
b r e a t h t a k i n g  
landscapes.

The entry of Charly K C, an event photographer-
turned-visual storyteller of the state’s 
backwaters, has further enhanced the scene. 

The 40-year-old Muhamma resident’s efforts 
have played a role in providing a new 
perspective to Kerala’s natural beauty. Charly’s 
journey began with a passion for photography.

“I started out capturing weddings and other 

events,” he recalls. “In 2014, I began sharing 
my work on social media. Later, I bought a 
drone camera and focused on capturing the 
natural beauty of Alappuzha, especially the 
backwaters and beaches.”

Since then, Charly has shot more than 500 
photographs, many of which have gone viral 
online. From aerial views of Pathiramanal 
Island to the quaint village roads of Kainakari 
and the mesmerising sights of ‘islands’ created 

by flooded paddy fields, his 
lens capture the poetic beauty 
of Kuttanad in stunning detail.

“Every village, every flooded 
paddy field has a story,” says 
Charly. “I try to show how 
nature and life coexist in this 
unique landscape.”

But Charly’s work isn’t just 
artistic, it’s entrepreneurial. 
“Social media platforms like 
Facebook and Instagram offer 
revenue for popular posts,” he 
says. “That has allowed me to 
invest more, expand my 
horizons, and even travel to 
other states. I’ve now started 
p o s t i n g  3 6 0 - d e g r e e  
photographs as well, and 
every image gets over 50,000 
views on average.”

Charly’s success reflects a broader trend where 
passion, technology and social media converge 
to empower individual creators and promote 
regional tourism.

The award-winning 
tableau highlighted the 
400-year-old 
traditional art form 
from Etikoppaka, 
earning widespread 
appreciation and social The ruling’s 

ambiguity has 
raised questions 
about its impact on 
local students.

The authorities informed us 
that only first-year students 
will shift temporarily to the 
Idupulapaya campus due to 
accommodation issues.

Reddy set a six-
month deadline for its 
completion, instructing the 
chief  engineer and construction 

The jeep was driven by 
Vishnu, a resident of 
Kallambalam, and a 

SCR to boost security on trains 
after attempted rape incident

According to official data, Chennai consumes around 13 lakh litres of  Aavin milk daily, with 5.5 to 6 
lakh litres distributed through milk cards, benefiting roughly 10 lakh residents.

Meri Saheli teams have been instructed to 
patrol MMTS trains and conduct thorough 

analyses of security vulnerabilities 
affecting female passengers.

Delivery partners outline 
labour rights violations in 
Hyderabad onally, delivery partners say they are 

subjected to arbitrary fines, ratings-based 
penalties, and account suspensions, often 
without transparency or recourse.The 
workers alleged that the operational 
expenses, including fuel, mobile data, and 
vehicle maintenance, are borne entirely by 
the workers, adding to their financial 
burden. The union further raised concerns 
about the classification of delivery 
personnel as “partners” rather than 
employees, effectively denying them rights 
to collective bargaining and coverage under 
labour laws.

NRI coastal police have arrested the 
25-year-old accused, identified as 
Sujit Das, for allegedly sexually 

assaulting the child.

In addition to Karimnagar, two other 
railway stations in Telangana — 

Begumpet and Warangal — will also 
be inaugurated on the same day.

Z Zooms in on 

the long-

standing debate 

over whether 

commerical 

activities 

should be 

allowed or not 

at Girinagar 

Housing Colony

Ten amendment Acts came into force on April 11 after the Supreme Court, in its April 8 verdict, granted deemed 
assent to bills delayed by Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi.

Burn victim flown in by air 
ambulance critical in 
Kerala

vided the best treatment following 
the direction of Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan and the 
subsequent intervention of 
NORKA-Roots.

Health Minister Veena George 
reviewed the progress in her 
condition and gave necessary 
direction to the hospital  
superintendent. 

A medical board will be formed to 
coordinate the treatment of Mini, 
who is currently being provided 
ventilator support. Though Mini 
was admitted to Penang General 
Hospital in Malaysia on May 7 
after she suffered burns, her 
employer did not inform her 
relatives.

As a concept 
founded 
eight years 
ago, ‘Oor’ 
focuses on 
the collective 
well-being 
of the 
elderly.

ZTelangana engineer held 

for amassing assets beyond 

known income sources
ZACB seizes villa, 19 plots, 

3 buildings and valuables 

from engineer
ZSources said engineer 

associated with 

controversial Kaleshwaram 

project

Frant News continue..

d hormonal imbalances. He noted 
that yoga sessions are being 
conducted at tourist spots across the 
district, including Berm Par, 
G a n d h i  H i l l ,  a n d  P a v i t r a  
Sangamam.

Saturday’s event at Kondapalli Fort 
was aimed at raising awareness on 
physical and mental wellness 
through yoga.

Guru Kripa’s first branch has been opened near the Royal Opera House on Charni Road.

Many states have used the strategy of appointing in-charge DGPs now as well as earlier, without following UPSC panels.

The National Medical 
Commission (NMC), and 
several representatives of 
private medical colleges 
across the country, besides 
a former chairman of the 
University Grants 
Commission (UGC).
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When The Indian Express contacted Gadchiroli collector Avishyanta Panda, he said, "After the situation came 
to light, a boat was arranged for the citizens to cross the river”

Scenic charm of Kerala's 
Kuttanad 'captures' new horizons

Ahmedabad.  (Agency) 
 The dangerous trend of illegal movement into 

the US border involving children continues. 
As many as 85 Indian minors aged between 12 
and 17 years, including from Gujarat, were 
found without accompanying adults at the 
border during the current US financial year 
(Oct 1, 2024 to Sept 30, 2025), according to 
data from the US Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP). Although this number 
shows a marked 65% drop from the 240 in the 
2024 financial year, it highlights that families 
from India, including from the state, continue 
to take risks to get into the US, often using 
children first as a "strategy" to get a foothold 
in the country.

Overall, in US FY 2025, 26,744 children from 
various countries were found unaccompanied 
at the US border against 83,020 in FY2024, a 
marked 68% decrease. The trend corresponds 
with a fall in overall illegal immigration 
numbers after the change in federal policy 
following Donald Trump's return to office.

The monthly data for FY2025 shows 
fluctuations: 24 children were found in Oct 
2024, 18 in Nov, 13 in Dec, 17 in Jan 2025, 
four in Feb, two in March, one in April, and six 
in May.

Sources in Indian central agencies and 
individuals with knowledge of human 
smuggling operations stated that these 
patterns indicate a deliberate strategy. 
"Families are sending children first to get a 
foothold in the US," said one source. "Once 
the children are taken into custody and placed 
in shelters, the parents later attempt to enter 
the US under family or humanitarian 
grounds." Another source added, "In many 
cases, adults pretend to be guardians of the 
children. This method is being used to gain 
entry while bypassing legal scrutiny."

In a case reported in May, two Gujarati children 
aged 14 and 10 died while attempting to cross 
the US border in a boat. Their parents, who 
were injured in the incident, were trying to 
enter the country along with about a dozen 
others. "They were with their parents and still 
died — imagine the situation of children who 
are entering alone," said a person connected to 
smuggling network.

Status of Policing 
in India Report 
2025 shows that 
state police have 
higher propensity 
to resort to extra-
judicial methods 
than most 
surveyed states

Dolvan in Tapi received the highest amount of rain at 155 mm (6.1 inch) and Bardoli in Surat 
at 125 mm up to 6 pm on Sunday

New Erode-Bihar express to give guest 
workers respite from overcrowded trains

In past elections, the ITO election office has 
witnessed high drama, from legal battles 
over voter eligibility to aggressive 
protests and massive rallies by competing 
groups. It is a symbolic and strategic 
battleground for Sikh leaders eyeing 
control over Delhi's religious and cultural 
institutions.

Hundreds of Sikhs are visiting the ITO 
office daily to check or update their 
entries. Many are carrying documents to 
correct names or addresses. Known faces 
from Akali politics have been spotted 
frequently, engaging with officials and 
supporters. Political banners and silent 
campaign whispers are already in the air. 
Government Monitoring: Sources suggest 
Delhi Government officials are closely 
overseeing the process to avoid past 

irregularities. Additional staff may soon 
be deployed. Professional Sikh Politicians 
Mobilizing: Our sources have confirmed 
that professional Sikh politicians and ex-
office bearers of DSGMC are holding 
internal meetings and mobilizing 
volunteers, indicating early-stage 
strategizing. As the DSGMC elections 
draw nearer, the ITO-based Delhi 
Gurudwara Election Office is once again 
at the epicenter of Sikh electoral 
mobilization. The air is thick with 
anticipation, strategic maneuvering, and 
silent campaigning. With Delhi’s Sikh 
leadership at a crossroads, and community 
expectations high, all eyes are now on how 
the Delhi Government and election 
authorities will ensure a transparent and 
democratic process.

Race for Power Begins: Hustle at Delhi 
Gurudwara Election Office as Polls Near
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The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 7th July: The Northeast

Frontier Railway (NFR) has implement-
ed a series of strategic preparedness
measures to ensure safe and uninter-
rupted train operations during the mon-
soon season. Given the region’s suscep-
tibility to heavy rainfall, landslides and
flooding, stationary watchmen have
been strategically deployed at vulnera-
ble locations to continuously monitor
track conditions and raise immediate
alerts if any danger is detected.
Washout-prone and flood-sensitive
areas have been reinforced through
embankment strengthening, improved
drainage systems and clearing of natu-
ral water flow channels. In addition,
water level measuring gauges have
been installed at critical points, particu-
larly in hill sections, to monitor rising
water levels in real time. To enable swift
response during emergencies, NFR has
stationed relief materials such as boul-
ders, sandbags and wire mesh at key
locations. ‘Emergency on Wheels’ trains
are fully equipped and kept ready with
technical staff and essential tools to
respond promptly to any situation. Rapid
Response Teams have also been consti-
tuted across all divisions to address inci-
dents such as landslides, track washouts

and waterlogging with minimal delay.
These teams are trained to restore nor-

mal operations quickly, minimizing dis-
ruption to passenger and freight servic-
es. A total of 197 wagons loaded with
boulders and quarry/dust/shingle have
been positioned in Lumding Division
alone, with 144 wagons of boulders and
53 wagons of quarry/dust/shingle at

strategic locations such as Jagiroad,
Khatkhati, Shokhuvi, Maibong, and

Badarpur. Other divisions like
Tinsukia (52 wagons), Rangiya
(36 wagons), Alipurduar (20
wagons) and Katihar (40 wag-
ons) have also been supplied as
per monsoon preparedness
scale. In addition, various capac-
ities of Winch Crabs, Jacks,
Tirfors and Tripods are avail-
able across all divisions ensur-
ing readiness for rescue or
recovery operations.
Furthermore, NFR is working
closely with the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) to receive real-time
weather alerts and forecasts.
This coordination helps railway
control rooms, which are opera-
tional 24x7, to make proactive
decisions regarding train move-
ments and field deployment.
Passengers are advised to stay
updated through official com-

munication channels and cooperate with
railway authorities. With these compre-
hensive measures in place, NFR
remains fully committed to ensuring
safety, operational efficiency and pas-
senger convenience throughout the
monsoon season.

NFR Strengthens Safety Measures
for Monsoon Operations

The Sikh Times
Lucknow: Indian Space

Research Organisation (ISRO)
Chairman and Secretary,
Department of Space,
Government of India, Dr V.
Narayanan, met Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath at latter's official
residence on Monday and and
discussed a range of strategic
issues, including the potential use
of remote sensing technologies in
Uttar Pradesh’s development.
During the interaction, the ISRO
chairman briefed the Chief
Minister on the progress and
achievements made in the field of
remote sensing. He shared that
significant advancements have
been made in areas such as
weather forecasting, forest and
green cover monitoring, ground-
water profiling, mapping, and cli-
mate change analyses.
Expressing serious concern over
the recurring loss of lives due to
lightning strikes in Uttar
Pradesh, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath proposed the develop-

ment of a dedicated satellite for
the state. He suggested that such
a satellite could be equipped to

provide timely alerts specifically
related to lightning activity. The
Chief Minister noted that, on
average, around 300 people lose
their lives each year in the state
due to lightning strikes. In this
context, cutting-edge satellite

technology could prove to be
highly effective in mitigating dis-
aster-related fatalities.

Responding to the proposal,
ISRO Chairman Dr Narayanan
assured the Chief Minister that
the matter would be taken up
with due seriousness and that
steps would be initiated to find a
viable and timely solution.

CM expresses concern over annual
fatalities due to lightning strikes in the state

The Sikh Tims
New Delhi: The Delhi

Police have  arrested five
people for allegedly cheat-
ing a man of Rs. 57 lakh in
the name of a cryptocur-
rency deal which promised
a transaction involving a
popular digital currency,
but the accused vanished
with his money without
completing the transfer,
police said on Thursday.
As per police, with the
arrest of the accused,
police successfully recov-
ered the entire Rs. 57 lakh
in cash. The arrested indi-
viduals have been identi-
fied as Praveen Kumar
(40), Nitin Sharma (33),
and Rakesh Kumar Dutta
(46), all from Punjab; Ajay

Chaudhary (32) from
Noida; and Anmol (23)
from Panipat in Haryana.
Police also seized an SUV
and two scooters used by
the gang during the com-
mission of the crime. The
case came to light when
the complainant
approached Karol Bagh
Police Station on June 30,
reporting that he had been
cheated of Rs. 57 lakh by a
group of men who had
promised to deliver him
cryptocurrency, specifical-
ly a stablecoin known as
Tether (USDT). According
to police, the victim had
met two of the accused —
Ajay and Anmol — and
was taken to a rented

office for the transaction.
Believing everything to be
genuine, the complainant
handed over ?57 lakh in
cash to them at the venue.
Once the money was hand-
ed over, another accused
named Shivam, along with
his associates, made
excuses and quietly left
the place without transfer-
ring the cryptocurrency as
promised. Soon after, the
entire group became
unreachable. Realising he
had been duped, the com-
plainant immediately
informed the police, fol-
lowing which a case was
registered under appropri-
ate sections of cheating
and criminal conspiracy. A
special investigation team
was quickly formed to
track down the accused.

“Investigators examined
multiple CCTV footage
from around the office
where the deal took place.
The movements of the sus-
pects were closely tracked,
and based on several
leads, a rented accommo-
dation in Karol Bagh was
raided,” a senior police
officer said. From this
hideout, all five accused
were apprehended.
During interrogation, they
confessed to having played
different roles in the con-
spiracy. The entire Rs. 57
lakh in cash was recovered
from their possession,

stacked and hidden inside
the premises. Police said
that the gang was operat-
ing a fake cryptocurrency
dealing network. They
lured unsuspecting victims
by promising to sell them
digital currency at dis-
counted or attractive rates.
In order to gain their tar-
get’s trust, the gang would
often meet in rented
offices, present them-

selves as professional bro-
kers, and make it look like
a legitimate business
transaction. In this case,
too, the complainant was
convinced of the authentic-
ity of the deal after meet-
ing the men in what looked
like a professional setup.
He had no idea that he was
walking into a trap.

Five arrested for cheating man
of Rs 57 lakh in Cryptocurrency scam

CEO issues show cause notice
to inactive parties

New Delhi: Delhi’s Chief Electoral Officer (CEO)
has issued show cause notice to 27 inactive political par-
ties following the Election Commission’s directions,
seeking an explanation for their continued registration.
These notices have been issued to the political parties
that have not fielded any candidates in Lok Sabha, State
Assembly or by-elections during the last six years (since
2019), according to a statement by CEO. According to
the CEO, although these parties are registered under
Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act,
1951, they have not participated in any electoral activi-
ties in recent years, suggesting that they are no longer
functioning as per the provisions of the Act. Hence,
under Article 324 of the Constitution of India and
Section 29A of the RP Act, 1951, the EC has initiated the
process to delist such parties from the list of registered
political parties. Akhil Bhartiya Samajwadi Party, Akhil
Bharatiya Aalki Apni Party, All India Jan Congress
Party, All India Women United Party, Azad Bharat
Congress, Bhartiya Rozgar Party, Bhartiya Vikas Party,
Bhartiya Janata Vikas Party, Bundelkhand
Congress,Delhi Mazdoor Kushan Party, Jan Andolan
Morcha are among the 27 political parties that have
been issued notices by the CEO’s office. The CEO has
urged all concerned parties to submit their response
within the stipulated time, clarifying why their names
should not be removed from the list. 

NAME CHANGE
I, KAMLJEET S/o RAJENDER SINGH
R/o House No-58-A, Extension-1B
Nangloi, West Delhi, Delhi-110041,
have changed the name of my minor
son YASH aged 12 years and he shall
hereafter be known as YASH DAHIYA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Pooja alias Pooja Ahirwar D/O
Kamta Prasad Ex. Wife of Late
Nand Kishor R/O House Number C-
23, C Block, Gokal Puri, Gokal Pur,
North East Delhi Delhi -110094,
declare that my husband  expired
on dated 17/02/2020 and death cer-
tificate was issued with Registration
No. MCDOLIR-3220-005054092
dated 03/03/2020 , Further I, remar-
ried with Puran Ahirwar S/O
Bhavani Deen vide marriage certifi-
cate No. RS/425/2307/91/2022
dated 10/02/2022 further I, have
Changed the name of mine and my
minor daughter namely Kinjal aged
15 years and we shall hereafter be
known as Pooja Ahirwar and Kinjal
Ahirwar, Henceforth the name of
father of my minor daughter may be
known as Puran Ahirwar for all pur-
poses in future

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Mrs.
Rachna Takkar W/o Shri Mr. Jatin
Takkar is purchasing the half-left side
portion of Second Floor without ter-
race Rights(adjoining B-126), proper-
ty bearing No.B-127, Kalkaji, New
Delhi-110019, Measuring Area 160
sq yards from Amarjit Singh Jaggi
alias Dr. A.S. Jaggi and Mrs. Manjit
Kaur Jaggi alias Dr. Manjit Kaur
Jaggi. If anyone has any objection or
claims regarding the said property,
they are requested to contact under-
signed within 7 days from the date of
publication of this Notice.

Rachna Takkar 
W/o Shri Jain Takkar

B-120, 3rd Floor, Kalka Ji 
New Delhi-110019

M: 9891569999

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, RAJ BALA wife of BIRSEN SINGH
declare as under that I disowned my
four Son`s 1st AMIT KUMAR his wife
JYOTI and 2nd Son ANIL KUMAR
his wife RITU 3rd Son NAVEEN
KUMAR his wife KIRAN 4th Son
SANDEEP KUMAR his wife MEENU
from my all movable/ immovable/
Patrick properties/assets for both
wrong behaviour.  I shall not be held
responsible for any kind of acts done
by both money or transactions and
police cases and criminal activity ille-
gal/legal and property purposes in
the future. That both debarred from
entering my premises situated at D-
67, GALI NO-2/8, D-BLOCK, EAST
GOKUL PUR, AMAR COLONY,
DELHI-110094.

NAME CHANGE
I, Tarun Yadav S/O Dharam Pal
Yadav R/O D-55, 2nd Floor,
Shubham Enclave, Paschim Vihar,
West Delhi, Delhi-110063 have
change the name of my minor
daughter Aashvi Rao aged 5 years
and she shall hereafter be known as
Aashvi Yadav.

NAME CHANGE
I, Imran Shaik alias Subh S/O Amit
Kumar R/o Kh. No-101/9/1/2, C-
Block, Kamal Vihar West Kamal
PurBurari , Delhi-110084,have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Subh. I have changed
only my name not my religion.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as Gita Mandal W/O
Anil Mandal R/O S-66/281, Pratap
Camp, Shriniwaspuri, PO Sriniwaspuri,
Dist South Delhi, Delhi-110065 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Eti Mandal.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Shamina W/o
Nasirul R/o F-2, Block-F, J J Colony,
Madipur, Delhi-110063 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be known
as Salima Khatoon.

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public hereby inform that my
client SMT. AISHA BANO R/O
HOUSE NO.J-3/100/6, SANGAM
VIHAR, NEW DELHI-110080 HAS
DISOWNED/DEBARRED HER SON
NAMELY ASIM ALI, DAUGHTER IN
LAW NAMELY SMT. YASMI AND
GRAND SON ARHAN ALI respec-
tively from her all movable and
immovable assets/properties and
severed her all relationship with them
due to their disobedience and bad
behavior. Anybody dealing with them,
will do at his/her/their own risks, costs
and responsibility. 

VIMLESH YADAV ADVOCATE
CHAMBER NO.125, PATIALA

HOUSE COURTS
NEW DELHI-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mrs. Sunita, the
owner of DDAJanta Flat No. 31, First Floor,
situated in Block-C, Pocket-I, Sector-11,
Rohini Residential Scheme, New Delhi -
110085, has purchased the aforesaid prop-
erty from Mr. Sumit Sahni through a Sale
Deed dated 21.02.2005. The said property
is being financed by RBL Bank Limited,
Branch: Pitampura, New Delhi. Please note
that the following original chain documents
have been lost: 1. Original Allotment Letter
issued by DDA in favour of Km. Reena. 2.
Original Possession Letter issued by DDAin
favour of Km. Reena. 3. Original
Conveyance Deed dated 13.11.1994, exe-
cuted by POI through DDAin favour of Km.
Reena, registered as Document No. 9558.
4. Original Registered GPA and Notarized
Agreement to Sell dated 13.11.1997, exe-
cuted by Km. Reena in favour of Mr. O.P.
Bhagwani. 5. Original Registered GPA and
Notarized Agreement to Sell dated
29.12.1997, executed by Mr. O.P.
Bhagwani in favour of Mr. Arun Kumar
Sharma (General Power of Attorney,
Document No. 60068), 6. Original GPAand
Agreement to Sell dated 07.09.1998, exe-
cuted by Mr. Arun Kumar Sharma in favour
of Mr. Surinder Kumar & Mr. Ranjit Singh, 7.
Original GPA and Agreement to Sell dated
18.04.2000, executed by Mr. Surinder
Kumar & Mr. Ranjit Singh in favour of Mr.
Arun Kumar Sharma. 8. Original Registered
GPA, Will, and Notarized Agreement to Sell
dated 24.05.2000, executed by Mr. Arun
Kumar Sharma in favour of Mr. Harbans Lal
Grover (General Power of Attorney,
Document No. 25474). 9. Original Sale
Deed dated 24.11.2003, executed by Mr.
Harbans Lal Grover in favour of Mrs. Vidya
Wanti, registered as Document No. 27794.
10. Original Sale Deed dated 15.05.2004,
executed by Mrs. Vidya Wanti in favour of
Mr. Sumit Sahni, registered with the Sub-
Registrar Office, Delhi, as Document No.
14375, Volume No. 4621, Page Nos. 122-
130, dated 15.05.2004. An online FIR (Lost
Report LR No: 2970364/2025) has been
registered on 03.07.2025 with the Crime
Branch, Delhi, regarding the loss of the
aforementioned documents. If any
person(s) objection & regarding subject
property, then kindly may submit his/her
objection within 07 days from the date of the
Notice in writing. The said objection may be
kindly sent to the undersigned by way of the
Registered Post on the address given
below and by E-mail. failing which, the claim
as per aforesaid shall be treated as null and
void in respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
PRATAP SINGH S/O GOPAL SINGH
R/O F-107. NEAR GUMBAD, VTC
KATARIYA SARAI, DISTT SOUTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110016
declare that name of my wife has
been wrongly written as LAXMI DEVI
in my minor son namely PRIYAN-
SHU RAWAT aged 17 years in his
10th class and name of mine and my
wife have been wrongly written as
PRATAP RAWAT and LAXMI
RAWAT in his 12th class educational
documents. The actual name of mine
and my wife are PRATAP SINGH
and LAXMI respectively which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mr. Nitin Salar s/o Mr. Sunil Salar
Owner of the LEASEHOLD RESI-
DENTIAL FLAT/DWELLING UNIT
BEARING NO.202, ON 3RD FLOOR
(AS PER SALES PLAN 2ND
FLOOR), HAVING SUPER AREA
MEASURING 84.48 SQ. MTRS, IN
TOWER-4 (AS PER SALES PLAN
TOWER-3A), ALONG WITH RIGHT
TO USE ONE COVERED CAR
PARKING SPACE IN PANCHSHEEL
HYNISH, BUILT ON PLOT NO.GH-
08A, SITUATED AT SECTOR-1,
GREATER NOIDA, DISTT GAUTAM
BUDH NAGAR, UP , Mr. Nitin Salar
s/o Mr. Sunil Salar have lost Original
General Power of Attorney executed
by Mrs. Sujatha Kamisetti Prasad in
favour of Mr. J.D Prasad Kamisetti as
docs no.179, page no.1-9 book no.4
dated 06.12.2017, for which complaint
lodged to the police.  That any per-
son(s)/Appropriate authority etc. if find
the misplaced Original GPA aforesaid
said person may come forward and
inform the undersigned within 15 days
from the date of Publication. 

RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
(ADVOCATE) 

Off.:  43B, Third Floor, 
Patpargang Village, Mayur Vihar

Phase-I, Delhi-1
M-NO- 7252922875

NAME CHANGE
I, RUKSANA W/O MOHD
MUJAHID residing at 32/443,
TRILOK PURI, NEAR MAYUR
VIHAR, DELHI-110091 . have
changed my name to RUKHSANA
MUJAHID for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, MUZAHID ALI S/O SARWAR
ALI residing at 32/404, TRILOK
PURI, NEAR MAYUR VIHAR,
DELHI-110091 . have changed my
name to MOHD MUJAHID for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as AFREEN D/O
TANVEER AHMED R/o House No-
3905, Jagat Cinema, Jama Masjid,
Delhi G.P.O. North Delhi, Delhi-
110006, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
AFREEN TANVEER.

NAME CHANGE
I, PUSHPA Mother of No-919155-T,
Rank-SGT, Name-NITHIN SP resid-
ing at 42 AYYAN ENCLAVE, 5th
MAIN, 6th CROSS, VALLABHANA-
GARA UTTARAHALLI, BENGALU-
RU SOUTH, PO-SUBRAMANYA-
PURA, DIST-BENGALURU, KAR-
NATAKA-560061  have changed
my name from PUSHPA to PUSH-
PAVATHI BL for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 07/07/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Abhijit s/o Raghuvir Singh R/o Pali
Kheda, PO. Krishna Nagar, Mathura,
U.P-281004, have changed my name
to Abhijeet Kumar permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, Ajay kumar s/o  Kamal singh R/o
house no -351 street no-6 Monga nagar
Karawal Nagar road Delhi-110094, have
changed my name to Ajay Chauhan

NAME CHANGE
I, Janak Radomir s/o Kaushal Kishore
Rai R/o E-212 Saraswati Kunj Plot No-
25 I P Extension Delhi-110092 have
changed my name to Janak Radomir
Rai for all Purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, SALMAN HUSAIN S/O TAHIR
HUSSAIN resident of D-19/6,
OKHLA VIHAR, JAMIA NAGAR,
DELHI-110025 have changed my
name to SALMAN HUSSAIN for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAISA BEGUM W/O TAHIR
HUSSAIN resident of D-19/6,
OKHLA VIHAR, JAMIA NAGAR,
DELHI-110025 have changed my
name to RAHEESA BEGUM for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, TAHIR HUSAIN S/O AMIR
HUSSAIN resident of D-19/6,
OKHLA VIHAR, JAMIA NAGAR,
DELHI-110025 have changed my
name to TAHIR HUSSAIN for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, GURMEET KAUR Wife of HARD-
EEP SINGH Presently residing at
WARD NO-2, 21 BD A 20 BD, 61
HEAD, BIKANER, RAJASTHAN-
334023, have changed my name from
GURMEET KAUR to GURMEET
KOUR for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 07/07/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, G KAVITA Wife of No. 15494725W
Rank-HAV Name-PRASAD GADA-
PURAM Presently residing at H. NO
16-4-11, THIRUMALA NAGAR,
GODAVARI KHANI, RAMAGUNDAM,
TELANGANA-505209, have changed
my name from G KAVITA to KAVITHA
GADAPURAM for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 07/07/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mamta Sahani w/o Harish Kumar
Gera R/o H.No.2N/19, Wrad No.11,
NH-2, NIT Faridabad-121001,
Haryana, have changed my name to
Pooja Gera permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anil Kumar s/o Vijay Kumar R/o B03,
Sanjay Colony, Okhla Phase-2, Delhi-
110020, have changed my name to
Anil Rai permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, Rizwana w/o Mohd Aarfeen R/o
H.NO.12, A/8 D, Gali No.7 A, Vijay
Mohalla, Maujpur, Delhi-110053,have
changed my name to Rizvana
Parveen permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, Chhaya w/o Sandeep Gupta R/o
28/8, West Patel Nagar, Patel Nagar,
Delhi-110008, have changed my
name to Chhaya Gupta permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, KRISHIV YASHESHKUMAR
SANIYAWALA S/O YASHESH
CHAMPAKLAL SANIYAWAL resident
of TOWER-1, FLAT NO-201, PYRA-
MID URBAN HOMES, SECTOR-
70A, BADSHAHPUR, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122101 have changed
my name to KRISHIV SANIYAWALA
for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
ABDUR RAHMAN S/O MALHU R/o
B-262 Moosa Masjid Jamia Nagar
okhla Delhi-110025 declare that
name of my father has been wrongly
written as HAJI MALLOO in my
passport No. H1561597 The actual
name of my father is MALHU for all
future purposes

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice to public in general that my
client Sh. Umesh Kumar Grover s/o
Late Amarnath Grover r/o 11/55,
Ground Floor, Back Side, Subhash
Nagar, New Delhi -110027 has sev-
ered his relations and debarred his
son Mohit Grover from all his mov-
able/immovable property because of
his bad behaviour. If anybody deals
with him will be at their own risk &
responsibility.

Jai prakash singh Advocate 
Dwarka Court Delhi -110075

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Mukesh
Singh Raghav S/o Mr. Sukhveer
Singh Raghav is the owner of
Freehold Residential Flat no. 5,
Second Floor, area measuring 85
Sq. Yds. i.e., 71.06 Sq. Meters, with
roof rights, Built on Plot No. 76,
Khasra no. 543 Min, Situated at
Floora Enclave, Indergarhi, in the
area of Village Dasna, Pargana
Dasna, Tehsil & District Ghaziabad,
U.P. by virtue of Sale Certificate
dated 27.10.2023 Vide Doc. No.
11588, Book No. 1 Vol. No. 10479,
Pages 1-16, SR-Sadar-V,
Ghaziabad. Initially, Mr. Saurabh
Shukla & Mr. Gaurav Shukla was
the purchase Residential Flat No. 5,
Second Floor, without right rights,
area measuring 85 Sq. Yds. i.e.,
71.06 Sq. Meters, vide Sale Deed
dated 16.06.2017, thereafter M/s
Indian Overseas Bank sale the Flat
no. 5, Second Floor, area measuring
85 Sq. Yds. i.e., 71.06 Sq. Meters,
with roof rights, now our client is
declaring that that any other Person
does not have any right over the
said property, and same property
sold too be Mrs. Aakriti Garg W/o Mr.
Nitin Kumar Garg and same has
been finance by IndusInd Bank Ltd.
Branch: Ghaziabad Uttar Pradesh. If
any person(s) have any objection(s)
or claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

NAME CHANGE
I, BHANWATI SAHNI wife of No-
2402049P Rank-HAV Name- SHIVAJI S
residing at VPO-PAHI, PS-
MUBARAKPUR, TEHSIL-SADAR,
DIST-AZAMGARH, UTTAR PRADESH-
276404, have change my name from
BHANWATI SAHNI to BHANMATI for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
26/05/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SHAMA PRAVEEN
W/o MOHD AHMAD, R/o H.No. G-
5/101, Gali No. 6, 5th Pusta Sonia Vihar,
Karawal Nagar, PO: Karawal Nagar, Dist.
North East Delhi, Delhi-110094, have
changed my name and shall hereafter be
known as SHAMAPARVEEN.

NAME CHANGE
I, PARVATI is legally mother of No.
2809000P Rank HAV Name NAVALE
NILESH APPAJI R/O, VILLNAVALEWA-
DI, POST- MALAWADI, TER-MAN
(MALAWADI), DIST SATARA, STATE -
MAHARASHTRA, PIN-415508, have
changed my name from PARVATI to
PARVATI APPAJI NAVALE and date of
birth from 03/09/1966 To 01/01/1968 for
all future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
01.07.2025 before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SITARAM is legally father of No.
2802326H Rank-HAV Name-DHURVE
PURUSHOTTAM SITARAM, R/o VPO-
ZATALA, POST-ZATALA, TEH-
GHATANJI DIST-YAVATMAL PIN -
445306, STATE-MAHARASHTRA, have
changed my name from SITARAM to
SITARAM SOMA DHURVE and date of
birth from 22/02/1957 to 01/01/1948 for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
04/07/2025 before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I,KUSUM is legally mother of No.
2802326H Rank-HAV Name-DHURVE
PURUSHOTTAM SITARAM, R/O VPO
ZATALA, POST-ZATALA, TEH-
GHATANIJP DIST-YAVATMAL PIN-
445306, STATE-MAHARASHTRA, have
changed my name from KUSUM to
KUSUM SITARAM DHURVE and date
of birth from 22/02/1962 to 01/01/1957 for
all future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
04/07/2025 before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as ASHISH KUMAR
alias ASHISH GARG S/o ROSHAN
LALresiding at House No. 69, Pocket B
- 5, Sector - 4, Rohini, North West Delhi,
Delhi - 110085 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
ASHISH GARG.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I, GUNJA
SINGH W/o PRAVEEN SINGH R/o 107
A, Gali-14, Onkar Nagar B, Tri Nagar,
Onkar Nagar, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110035, declare that name of mine and
my husband have been wrongly written
as GUNJAN and PARVEEN SINGH in
my minor daughter namely PRIYA
SINGH aged 14 years in her School
Records. The actual name of mine and
my husband are GUNJA SINGH and
PRAVEEN SINGH respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I SHUBHANGI is I egally span of no-
2812541F Rank, SEP, name -dole devi-
das Babasaheb,R/O Vill-morala, post -
patsara, TEH-ashti, Dist -BEED, State -
maharashtra, pin -414203, have changed
my name from, Shubhangi to Shubhangi
Devidas Dole, for all future purpose.vide
affidavit date,06-07-2025 before public
notary public notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Akshay Rai Sood R/O A-12, Shivaji
Vihar, Janta Colony, Tagore Garden,
Delhi-110027, have changed my
minor daughter's name from Parvi to
Parvi Sood permanently

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohd Imran S/o Abdul Sattar R/o H.
No. 3991, Gali  Khan Khana, Jama
Masjid, Urdu Bazar, Delhi-110006, have
changed my name to Mohammad
Imran for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, No-2402049P Rank-HAV Name-
SHIVAJI S residing at VPO-PAHI, PS-
MUBARAKPUR, TEHSIL-SADAR,
DIST-AZAMGARH, UTTAR PRADESH-
276404, have change my minor son’s
name from SHIVAM SARAN to SHIVAM
SAHANI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 26/05/2025 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAKESH KUMAR KATARIA S/O
JADISH LAL resident of H NO-37
STATE BANK NAGAR PASCHIM
VIHAR DELHI-110063 have changed
my name to RAKESH  KATARIA for all
future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
SAGARIKA PRADHAN WIFE OF
LATE SHRI BANSIDHAR JENA RES-
IDENT OF A-904, NAVNIRMAN
APARTMENT, PLOT NO. 6A, SEC-
TOR-2, SOUTH WEST DEHI-110075,
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as SAGARIKA in my
husband PPO NO-501200300037.
And name of my husband has been
wrongly written as B JENA in my
Aadhar Card-674513999450. The
actual name of mine and my husband
are SAGARIKAPRADHAN and  BAN-
SIDHAR JENA which may be amend-
ed accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I,. No. JC-678625Y Rank- NB/SUB
Name- KANHAIYA SINGH,
UNIT/POSTED 503 ASC BNC/O 56
APO, R/o VILL-OJHAWALIYA, PO-
ANDHARI, DISTT- BHOJPUR,
STATE- BIHAR, PIN-802222, have
changed my  minor daughter name
from KISU KUMARI  to KISHU
KUMARI for all future purposes. Vide
affidavit dated 07.07.2025 before
Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ROSHAN KUMAR is Son of. No. JC-
678625Y Rank- NB/SUB Name- KAN-
HAIYA SINGH, UNIT/POSTED 503
ASC BNC/O 56 APO, R/o VILL-
OJHAWALIYA, PO- ANDHARI,
DISTT- BHOJPUR, STATE- BIHAR,
PIN-802222,have changed my name
from ROSHAN KUMAR  to
ROUSHAN KUMAR for all future pur-
poses. Vide affidavit dated 07.07.2025
before Public Notary Delhi.

Health Minister Arti Singh Rao
hears public grievances, directs

swift action on complaints
Chandigarh: Haryana’s Health and Family Welfare Minister Arti Singh Rao organ-

ized a public hearing at her official residence in Chandigarh on Monday. During this,
hundreds of people from various districts of the state put forth their problems and
demands before the minister. Arti Singh Rao listened to each complainant seriously
and directed the concerned departments to take immediate action. Most of the com-
plaints in the public hearing were related to health services, absence of doctors, sup-
ply of medicines, and personal medical assistance. The minister redressed many com-
plaints on the spot and gave clear instructions to the officials that no officer or employ-
ee should be negligent in public interest works. Arti Singh Rao said listening to the
problems of the public and resolving them quickly is the priority of our government.
Under the leadership of Chief Minister Sh. Nayab Singh Saini, we are committed to
providing a transparent, responsive, and accountable administration, she said. She
also made it clear that strict action will be taken against those officers or employees
who will obstruct public welfare schemes. After the public hearing, the minister also
held a review meeting with senior officials of the Health Department and issued nec-
essary guidelines to increase the quality of health services at the grassroots level.
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because they were not authorized to Crescent. It does not specify what DEIR AL-BALAH.  (Agency) 
discuss the sensitive talks with the w o u l d  h a p p e n  t o  t h e  G a z a  New details of the Gaza ceasefire 
media.The document outlines plans for Humanitarian Foundation, the proposal emerged on Sunday as Israel 
a 60-day ceasefire during which American organization that has sent a negotiating team to Qatar ahead 
Hamas would hand over 10 living and distributed food aid since May. Israel o f  Pr ime  Min is te r  Benjamin  

wants it to replace the U.N.-Netanyahu 's White House visit for 
coordinated system.A Trump talks toward an agreement. Inside 
guaranteeAs in  previous  the territory, hospital officials said 
c e a s e f i r e  a g r e e m e n t s ,  Israeli airstrikes killed at least 38 
Palestinian prisoners held in Palestinians.
Israeli facilities would be "There are 20 hostages that are alive, 
released in exchange for the 30 dead. I am determined, we are 
hostages, but the number is not determined, to bring them all back. 
yet agreed upon.And we will also be determined to 

The proposal stops short of ensure that Gaza will no longer pose 
guaranteeing a permanent end to a threat to Israel," Netanyahu said 
the war — a condition demanded before departing, emphasizing the 
b y  H a m a s  - -  b u t  s a y s  goal of eliminating Hamas' military 
negotiations for a permanent and governing power.A person 

18 dead hostages, Israeli forces would ceasefire would take place during the familiar with the negotiations shared 
withdraw to a buffer zone along Gaza's 60 days. During that time, "President with The Associated Press a copy of 
borders with Israel and Egypt, and (Donald) Trump guarantees Israel's the latest ceasefire proposal submitted 
significant amounts of aid would be adherence" to halting military by mediators to Hamas, and its 
brought in. The document says the aid operations, the document says, adding veracity was confirmed by two other 
would be distributed by United Nations that Trump "will personally announce people familiar with the document. All 
agencies and the Palestinian Red the ceasefire agreement."three spoke on condition of anonymity 

NEWS BOX

Australian woman found guilty of 
triple murder with toxic mushrooms

New details emerge on Gaza ceasefire proposal 
as Netanyahu heads to the White House

Israel launches airstrikes targeting Yemen's Houthi 
rebels, and Houthis launch missile at Israel

South Korea's Balloon 
Crackdown Hits Anti-North 
Korea Activists

Death toll in central Texas 
flash floods rises to 82 as 
sheriff  says 10 campers 

remain missing
KERRVILLE. 

 Families sifted through waterlogged debris Sunday and 
stepped inside empty cabins at Camp Mystic, an all-
girls summer camp ripped apart by flash floods that 
washed homes off their foundations and killed at least 
82 people in central Texas.Rescuers maneuvering 
through challenging terrain, high waters and snakes 
including water moccasins continued their desperate 
search for the missing, including 10 girls and a 
counselor from the camp. For the first time since the 
storms began pounding Texas, Gov. Greg Abbott said 
there were 41 people confirmed to be unaccounted for 
across the state and more could be missing.In Kerr 
County, home to Camp Mystic and other youth camps 
in the Texas Hill Country, searchers have found the 
bodies of 68 people, including 28 children, Sheriff 
Larry Leitha said in the afternoon.He pledged to keep 
searching in that Hill Country region until “everybody 
is found" from Friday's flash floods.Four deaths also 
were reported in Travis County, three in Burnet and 1 in 
Kendall.Rescuers dealt with broken trees, overturned 

cars and muck-filled debris in the difficult task to find 
survivors. Authorities still have not said how many 
people were missing beyond the 11 children and a 
camp counselor from Camp Mystic, a Christian 
summer camp.Families were allowed to look around 
the camp Sunday morning while nearby crews 
operating heavy equipment pulled tree trunks and 
tangled branches out of the water as they searched 
along a riverbank. Thunder rumbled from a new storm.

A woman and a teenage girl, both wearing rubber waders, 
briefly went inside one of the cabins, which stood next 
to a pile of of soaked mattresses, a storage trunk and 
clothes. At one point, the pair doubled over, sobbing 
before they embraced.With each passing hour, the 
outlook of finding more survivors became even more 
bleak. Volunteers and some families of the missing 
who drove to the disaster zone searched the riverbanks 
despite being asked not to do so.Authorities faced 
growing questions about whether enough warnings 
were issued in area long vulnerable to flooding and 
whether enough preparations were made.The 
destructive, fast-moving waters rose 26 feet (8 meters) 
on the river in only 45 minutes before daybreak Friday, 
washing away homes and vehicles. 

 (Agency) 

WORLD

Ukraine says four killed, 
more than 30 wounded in 
Russian strikes

Pocheon.  (Agency) 
The equipment activist Lee Min-bok uses to send 

balloons laden with anti-Kim Jong Un leaflets across 
the border from South Korea unto the North has been 
gathering dust and cobwebs for months.

When it became clear that centre-left politician Lee Jae 
Myung was on track to win the June presidential 
election, Lee Min-bok was among several South 
Korea-based activists who stopped their missions, 
anticipating a crackdown by the new, pro-
engagement administration.Lee Jae Myung, a former 
human rights lawyer, is pushing to ease tensions with 
Pyongyang and last month said activists should be 
"severely punished" if they continue the balloon 
operations that anger North Korea.I've been doing it 
quietly and what's wrong with that? Provoking North 
Korea? No way," 67-year-old Lee Min-bok told 
Reuters as he stood next to a rusting truck equipped 
with a hydrogen tank for filling balloons.

"But realistically, look how serious it is right now. 
Police are out there and if I move, everything will be 
reported."For years, police have monitored Lee from 
the home next door - one plainclothes officer told 
Reuters they are there to protect him from potential 
North Korean threats - but instead of checking 
weather reports for ideal balloon launching 
conditions, Lee now spends his days writing online 
posts criticising the South Korean government.

The activists, many of whom are North Korean 
defectors like Lee, are used to being at the centre of 
geopolitical tensions.An attempt by a previous liberal 
president to ban the balloon launches was struck 
down as unconstitutional. And last year, North Korea 
began launching waves of its own balloons into the 
South, some carrying garbage and excrement.Lee, 
who took office on June 4, has promised to improve 
relations with the nuclear-armed North, saying 
tensions with Pyongyang have had a real negative 
economic impact. He has urged diplomacy and 
dialogue and his administration has also suspended 
anti-North Korea loudspeaker broadcasts along the 
border.North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, however, 
last year abandoned a goal of unification with the 
South and has shown little openness to 
diplomacy.After Lee ordered measures to stop leaflet 
launches, officials and police discussed plans 
including deploying police to border regions to 
preempt launches, and punishing the activists by 
using regulations such as aviation safety laws, 
according to the Unification Ministry that handles 
inter-Korea affairs.

KYIV. (Agency) 
 Russian strikes killed at least four people and wounded 

more than 30 others across Ukraine overnight, 
regional officials said on Monday.Two people died in 
the Sumy region in the east and one in the Odesa 
region in the south, Ukraine's state emergency 
services said in a post on Telegram.One man was 
killed in the southern Kherson region, according to 
the regional governor.More than 30 people have also 
been wounded, most of them in the eastern regions of 
Kharkiv and Dnipropetrovsk, officials said.

Russian drones also hit the capital Kyiv in strikes that 
damaged buildings but did not result in any fatalities, 
the city's mayor wrote on Telegram.In Russia, the 
defence ministry said that it had shot down 91 
Ukrainian drones overnight, including eight in the 
Moscow region, with the majority of the rest in 
regions bordering Ukraine.On Friday Russia carried 
out its largest drone and missile barrage on Ukraine 
since it launched its invasion in February 2022, 
sending 530 drones and around a dozen missiles on 
Kyiv in an attack that killed at least two people.

Residents reported hearing 
cracking sounds shortly before 
the apartment block crumbled 
around 10:00 am on Friday in 
Karachi's impoverished Lyari 
neighbourhood.

JAKARTA.  (Agency)  
Indonesia’s rumbling Mount Lewotobi Laki Laki 

erupted Monday, sending a column of volcanic 
materials as high as 18 kilometers (11 miles) into the 
sky and depositing ash on villages, authorities said.

This comes just weeks after it caused dozens of flight 
cancellations to and from the popular resort island of 
Bali.Mount Lewotobi Laki-Laki, a 1,584-metre-high 
twin-peaked volcano on the tourist island of Flores, 
erupted at 11:05 am local time (0305 GMT), the 
volcanology agency said in a statement.

"An eruption of Lewotobi Laki-Laki Volcano occurred... 
with the observed ash column height reaching 
approximately 18,000 m above the summit," the 
agency said.It warned of the possibility of hazardous 
lahar floods, a type of mud or debris flow of volcanic 
materials, if heavy rain occurs, particularly for 
communities near rivers.There were no immediate 
reports of damages or casualties.Geology agency 
head Muhammad Wafid said in a statement the 
activity level at the volcano was "very high, marked 
by explosive eruptions and continuous tremors".

He also urged residents to stay at least six kilometres 
(3.7 miles) away from the volcano and to wear face 
masks to protect themselves from volcanic ash.

Last month dozens of flights to and from Bali were 
cancelled after the volcano erupted. Volcanic ash 
rained down on several communities around the 
volcano and forced the evacuation of at least one 
village.Mount Lewotobi Laki-Laki erupted multiple 
times in November, killing nine people and forcing 
thousands to evacuate, as well as the cancellation of 
scores of international flights to Bali.

There were no immediate reports of cancelled flights 
after Monday's eruption.Laki-Laki, which means man 
in Indonesian, is twinned with the calmer but taller 
1,703-metre (5,587-foot) volcano named Perempuan, 
after the Indonesian word for woman.Indonesia, a 
vast archipelago nation, experiences frequent seismic 
and volcanic activity due to its position on the Pacific 
"Ring of Fire".

Pakistan building collapse site 
cleared with 27 dead

MORWELL. intimate family meal at her tree-(Agency) 
shaded country property.Her lunch An Australian woman murdered her 
guests that afternoon were Don and husband's parents and aunt by lacing 
Gail Patterson, the elderly parents of their beef Wellington lunch with toxic 
he r  l ong-es t r anged  husband  mushrooms, a jury found Monday at 
Simon.Places were also set for the climax of a trial watched around 
Simon's maternal aunt Heather the world.Keen home cook Erin 
Wilkinson and her husband Ian, a Patterson hosted an intimate meal in 
well-known pastor at the local Baptist July 2023 that started with good-
church.Husband Simon was urged to natured banter and earnest prayer -- 
come but he declined because he felt but  ended with three guests  
"uncomfortable".In the background, this decision," police said.dead.Throughout a trial lasting more 

Patterson's relationship with Simon than two months, Patterson maintained A lone friend of Patterson appeared 
was starting to turn sour.The pair, still the beef-and-pastry dish was overcome with emotion as she left the 
legally married had been fighting over accidentally poisoned with death cap courthouse through a jostling media 
S i m o n ' s  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  mushrooms, the world's most-lethal pack. "I'm saddened. But it is what it 
contributions.Patterson forked out for fungus.But a 12-person jury on is," she told reporters.The trial has 
expensive cuts of beef, which she Monday found the 50-year-old guilty drawn podcasters, film crews and true 
slathered in a duxelles of minced of triple murder.She was also found crime fans to the rural town of Morwell, 
mushrooms and wrapped in pastry to guilty of attempting to murder a fourth a sedate hamlet in the state of Victoria 
make individual parcels of beef guest who survived. better known for prize-winning 
Wellington.Guests said grace before roses.Newspapers from New York to Family members of the victims declined 
tucking in -- and prayed once more New Delhi have followed every twist to speak after the verdict, asking for 
after eating -- with Heather later of what many now simply call the privacy in a statement issued through 
gushing about the "delicious and "mushroom murders".On July 29, police."We will continue to support 
beautiful" meal.2023, Patterson set the table for an them in every way possible following 

2024, but landlords and some residents 
told AFP they had not received them.

Twenty of the victims were Hindus, 
according to Sundeep Maheshewari, an 
activist in the minority community. 
"Most of the families are very poor," he 
told AFP.

Government official Khoso said that five 
out of more than 50 more dangerous 
buildings in his district have been 
evacuated since Saturday."The operation 
has been initiated and will continue until 
all such buildings are evacuated," he 
said.Roof and building collapses are 

KARACHI.  (Agency) common across Pakistan, mainly 
 Pakistan rescuers have concluded a three because of poor safety standards and 

day-long rescue operation, recovering 27 shoddy construction materials in the 
bodies from a building that collapsed in the South Asian country of more than 240 
mega port city of Karachi, officials said on million people.But Karachi, home to 
Monday.Residents reported hearing more than 20 million, is especially plagued by gang violence and considered official in the district, Javed Nabi Khoso, 
cracking sounds shortly before the notorious for poor construction, illegal one of the most dangerous areas in Pakistan. told AFP. "The total death toll stands at 27 
apartment block crumbled around 10:00 extensions, ageing infrastructure, people."Authorities said the building had "All the bodies trapped under the debris have 
am on Friday in Karachi's impoverished overcrowding, and lax enforcement of been declared unsafe and eviction notices been recovered, so the search operation has 
Lyari neighbourhood, which was once building regulations.were sent to occupants between 2022 and been called off," the top government 

Middle East, as a possible ceasefire in the a radar system on the ship and have been Yemen, including a naval strike in June. DUBAI.  (Agency) 
Israel-Hamas war hangs in the balance and using it to track vessels in the international Both Israel and the United States have  Israel’s military launched airstrikes early 
as Iran weighs whether to restart maritime arena to facilitate further terrorist struck ports in the area in the past — Monday targeting ports and facilities held 
negotiations over its nuclear program activities,” the Israeli military said.The including an American attack that killed 74 by Yemen’s Houthi rebels, with the rebels 
following American airstrikes targeting its Bahamas-flagged Galaxy Leader was people in April — but Israel is now acting responding with missile fire targeting 
most-sensitive atomic sites during an alone in attacking the rebels as they Israel.The attacks came after an attack 
Israeli war against the Islamic Republic. continue to fire missiles at Israel.Israel's Sunday targeting a Liberian-flagged ship in 
Israel i  Prime Minister  Benjamin Defense Minister Israel Katz threatened the Red Sea that caught fire and took on 
Netanyahu also was traveling to further strikes.“What’s true for Iran is true water, later forcing its crew to abandon the 
Washington to meet with Trump.Israeli for Yemen,” Katz said in a statement. vessel.Suspicion for the attack on the 
strikes target Houthi-held ports “Anyone who raises a hand against Israel Greek-owned bulk carrier Magic Seas 

will have it cut off. The Houthis will The Israeli military said it struck Houthi-held immediately fell on the Houthis, 
continue to pay a heavy price for their ports at Hodeida, Ras Isa and Salif, as well particularly as a security firm said bomb-
actions.”The Houthis then responded as the Ras Kanatib power plant.carrying drone boats appeared to hit the 
with an apparent missile attack on Israel. ship after it was targeted by small arms and “These ports are used by the Houthi terrorist 
The Israeli military said it attempted to rocket-propelled grenades. The rebels’ regime to transfer weapons from the affiliated with an Israeli billionaire. It said 

intercept the missile, but it appeared to media reported on the attack but did not Iranian regime, which are employed to no Israelis were on board. The ship had 
make impact, though there were no claim it. It can take them hours or even days carry out terrorist operations against the been operated by a Japanese firm NYK 
immediate reports of injuries. Sirens before they acknowledge an assault.A state of Israel and its allies,” the Israeli Line.The Houthis acknowledged the 
sounded in the West Bank and along the renewed Houthi campaign against shipping military said.The Israeli military also said it strikes, but offered no damage assessment 
Dead Sea.could again draw in U.S. and Western struck the Galaxy Leader, a vehicle- from the attack. Their military spokesman, 

Ship attack forces crew to abandon vesselforces to the area, particularly after carrying vessel that the Houthis seized back Brig. Gen. Yahya Saree, claimed its air 
President Donald Trump targeted the rebels in November 2023 when they began their The attack on the Magic Seas, a bulk carrier defense forces “effectively confronted” the 
in a major airstrike campaign.The ship attacks in the Red Sea corridor over the heading north to Egypt's Suez Canal, Israelis without offering evidence.Israel 
attack comes at a sensitive moment in the Israel-Hamas war.“Houthi forces installed happened some 100 kilometers (60 miles).has repeatedly atacked Houthi areas in 

Indonesia's Mount Lewotobi 
Laki Laki volcano erupts, 
spews 18-kilometre ash 
tower
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There is an urgent need for India to train India's manufacturing sector received a blow with 
workforces and develop the skill sets needed for Taiwan-based Foxconn Technology Group asking 
high-end manufacturing. Besides, it is important hundreds of its Chinese technicians working at 
to build supply chains and encourage domestic iPhone production units in India to return home. 
component makers for manufacturing to There is no official word from Foxconn or Apple 
flourish. Though the government made some yet; but if the development is true, it could derail 
humble attempts through the Make in India India’s ambitions of emerging as a global 
initiative and Production-Linked Incentive manufacturing hub. The move comes at the crucial 
scheme, they are evidently not enough to catch juncture when Apple was planning to ramp up 
up with China.production of its flagship product here, eventually 

to manufacture all iPhones for the US market in Manufacturing is integral to growth and has the 
India by 2026. Importantly, the move casts a potential to not only create jobs, but also boost 
shadow on the China+1 strategy, under which exports beyond $1 trillion by 2030, according to 
countries like India and Vietnam are aggressively some estimates. But despite efforts such as 
going after global technology companies to shift Make in India and PLI, the manufacturing 
production lines and reduce over-reliance on China. sector’s share of the GDP has been stagnant at 

about 14-17 percent for a decade now. We need As Apple Chief Tim Cook noted earlier, more than the 
advantage, which can also be found in, say, Vietnam or coordinated efforts by both the government and cost advantage, the skill and expertise of Chinese 
Indonesia. If China clamps down on the outflow of talent, industry to raise the share closer to the government’s assembly workers is something that cannot be found 
technology and materials, India’s manufacturing growth stated target of 25 percent. That’s when India can truly elsewhere. It means, in the absence of skilled talent that is 
story will slow down. While building production lines is shift away from being an import-dependent economy to a found in abundance in the services sector, India woefully 
one aspect, the availability of talent is equally crucial. global production hub.falls short in manufacturing. So it can only offer a cost 

1965 war, 
friendships, resolve, 

and romance

Touchstones: Young Mamdani & old order

the secretary of the Himalaya Riasti Praja Mandal, killed and 40 injured. Those killed were a man Famine, or even bad food, has led to mutinies and In the second half of the 19th century and in the first 
which was spearheading the freedom struggle and named Durga, who was a resident of Dhami, and revolts. Marie Antoinette’s supposed utterance just quarter of the 20th, some sort of disturbances 
anti-feudal order in the hill states. Rup Ram, who had been shot in the legs and before the French Revolution, “Let them eat cake”, occurred in almost all the hill states. These were 

   As part of a wider nationalist strategy, on July 15, abandoned once the crowd dispersed; he is historically incorrect. There is no evidence that suppressed with troops from British India and with 
1939, with a large band of people, Sautha moved succumbed to his injuries at the hospital in Sunni she said something of the sort to the starving people the help of the Punjab Reserve Police.
towards Dhami from Shimla.In the princely state of Dhami, which bordered (in the state of Bhajji), where he had been taken.of Paris. But we still treat this as a piece of history. 

An upshot of the Dhami incident Shimla, many matters of discontent The statement, howsoever false, makes the 
was that Sautha was evicted were similar to other hill states. inescapable connection between hunger and the 
from the Imperial Hotel and all These, apart from ‘begaar’, were desire to remove what seems to be in the way of 
his belongings were thrown out. restrictions on forest rights, on civil getting food — and a fair wage.
He was sentenced to three  The Naval Mutiny of 1946, which substantially liberties and agrarian revenue 
m o n t h s  o f  r i g o r o u s  hastened the process of giving India her freedom, issues. The matter was precipitated 
imprisonment and a fine. The stemmed from racial discrimination and bad food. after a road had been built in 1938 
event came to be known as the Among other issues, the naval ratings aboard the between Shimla and Dhami; almost 
‘Dhami Firing Incident’ or HMIS Talwar, where the strike began, protested all the labour was of ‘begaaris’. 
‘Dhami Goli Kaand’ and its against the rations they were being given with the Repeated crop failures and the 
reverberations were felt not only slogan: “No Food, No Work”. Rice, supposedly, subsequent absence of food security 
in the hills, but throughout the came mixed with mud and stones. This strike soon had compelled the common farmers 
country. Some went to the extent swept across other ships and shore establishments, of Dhami to ask for a remission in 
of drawing parallels with the with approximately 20,000 men involved. revenue.

In a manner of speaking, this event and numerous Eighty-six years ago, the month of Jallianwala Bagh massacre.
For all its seriousness, and the fact others give us evidence that we fought for July would have been quite as wet as 

that  this  incident  would independence against the “bad working this one. Four days after the event, 
accelerate and enlarge the conditions” that existed under colonial rule. The Tribune, then published from 

Far away from the sea, in the hills of today’s freedom movement in the hills, Lahore, reported that on July 13, Just short of the border, the state police showed 
Himachal, the freedom movement merged almost the moment also had a touch of ironical humour. 1939, despite bad weather, around 600 persons Sautha an order that prohibited his entry. He 
imperceptibly with local issues like land revenue Among the wounded was a man named Tulsi Ram, from Dhami and other hill states had gathered for a refused to comply and was arrested. The crowd was 
and feudal cesses. One of these was the prevalence who claimed to have been shot by the Rana of meeting in Shimla. They raised these and other estimated by the Dhami Durbar to have numbered 
of ‘begaar’, which, at its simplest, was unpaid Dhami. He refused to be treated by anyone except issues. between 2,000 and 3,000. As they began to move 
labour. The prevalence of this oppressive The man who came to head the campaign to redress Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. It took considerable towards the thana, someone in the crowd began to 
institution was substantially responsible for unrest these matters was Bhag Mal Sautha. Trained as an persuasion to allow the wound to be bandaged; he shout that their leader was being taken away to jail 
in the hills. ‘Begaar’ was responsible for numerous engineer, Sautha made his living by running the was then placed in a palanquin and taken to a and that this should be prevented.
revolts about which very little is known. Imperial Hotel in Shimla’s Lower Bazaar. He was hospital in Shimla.Subsequently, a melee ensued and two persons were 

Policy thrust to grow manufacturing futile sans enhanced skills

It was the time of war, as it is today, but exactly 60 
years back. It was the 1965 India-Pakistan War. 
The common notion is that it was fought for 22 
days in September, but in actuality, the war, 
initiated by Pakistan, was fought in three parts, all 
interlinked. There was no casus belli for that war, 
as it was contrived by Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, then 
the Foreign Minister of Pakistan, and a few 
Generals of the Pakistan army, who persuaded a 
reluctant President Ayub Khan to approve their 
plans.The Pakistani plan was to commence 
operations in a less important area like Kutch, 
with a view to gauge whether India was capable 
of a fight, as the war with China in 1962 had badly 
affected the Indian Army. There was also famine 
in many parts of the country. The then Prime 
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri had taken over 
recently after the death of the colossus Pandit 
Nehru and in the eyes of the Pakistanis, his 
diminutive figure did not reflect the boldness of a 
fighting leader. How utterly wrong they were!

Depending on the outcome of the Kutch operation, 
Part II consisted of sending infiltrators inside 
J&K from several directions, as it was assessed 
that the locals will rise against India. This was to 
be carried out in August.Finally, an all-out 
offensive, code-named Operation Gibraltar, 
would be launched within J&K, to cut off 
Rajouri-Poonch. It is this part which is known as 
the 1965 War by the public.As far as the armed 
forces and the Government of India are 
concerned, all three parts constituted the 1965 
War, the diamond jubilee of which is this year.Let 
me now switch to my special friend DN. We both 
had left behind a leg each on the battlefield, 
before we met at the Command Hospital, Pune. I 
had reached there first. I belonged to the First 
Battalion of the Maratha Light Infantry, while 
DN was a company commander in the equally 
famous 3 Kumaon (Rifles). We were in Pune as 
all limb cases were sent there; the Artificial Limb 
Centre was adjoining the Command Hospital.

DN, or Dhirendra Nath Singh, was a very brave 
officer who had been awarded the coveted Vir 
Chakra for leading the assault on the important 
feature Keri in J&K, where he had lost his left leg. 
He was a Kaushik Rajput but now his battle was 
in fighting a disability, as it was for us all.

At Pune, we were confined to our beds, but soon the 
time came, as our wounds healed, that we had to 
walk with the help of crutches, but first we had to 
buy slippers. That simple errand sealed our 
friendship, as in the Bata shop, we realised that 
we needed not a pair of slippers each, but only one 
for the time being. Glances exchanged confirmed 
that our foot sizes were same and since our 
amputated legs were different, DN’s being left 
and mine being right, our need was for only one 
pair!In a soldier’s career, the watershed events 
are when one gets shot in battle, fighting for the 
country. We came to the conclusion that getting 
the disability was that event for us. DN agreed 
with me. Later developments confirmed it, but 
surprisingly not in a negative way.

Those were the days of introspection, interspersed 
with exchanging notes with our comrades, and 
surreptitiously slipping out for a couple of drinks 
at the military club. We were undoubtedly quite a 
sight, locomoting and balancing ourselves on 
light-weight elbow crutches, but we learnt to 
juggle with a drink, a cigarette, crutches and of 
course the good or undamaged leg! DN was very 
much a part of these evenings, although he 
neither smoked nor drank. These were also the 
days of a happy-go-lucky exterior, cracking jokes 
about the one-legged Taimur Lang, but with an 
interior that was all knotted up, constantly 
weighing various permutations for our future.

In my case, these were also the days of the first slow 
moves towards a blossoming love, which added 
some genuineness to the happy exterior and 
slowly diminished the personal battles being 
fought internally, mostly in our minds but also 
slipping down to the guts at times.

When one has been writing a column for as long as I have, 
there is a danger of either repeating oneself or becoming 
slowly irrelevant. Each time I sit down to write a fresh 
one, I am confronted with the question of what now? 
Fortunately, there is always something happening in our 
country or the world that throws me a lifeline. This time, 
it is the spectacular victory of young Zohran Mamdani in 
the run-up to the mayoral elections to be held later this 
year in New York that has stirred a hornet’s nest there. 
These are those moral and ethical questions relevant for 
not just the USA, but issues that all democracies will have 
to eventually confront.For one, this primary has 
introduced a radical young person into the geriatric world 
of established political parties and dynasts. Zohran has 
the infectious idealism of youth and comes with no 
baggage of an established party line. The battle between 
the Republicans and the Democrats in the US has been so 
poisoned by the recent performances of these two parties 
that they have drifted away from their middle-class voter. 
Again, the world over, there is a huge churn that has 
thrown up entrenched and right-leaning leaders, although 
many of them have been denied an outright victory. The 
two exceptions are Trump in the US and our own PM, 
who came back with impressive numbers.

However, most of Europe is now being torn between the 
Left and Right parties and are able to survive only if they 
make compromises or arrangements with their rivals. 
Naturally, all such governments find their hands tied and 
feel frustrated with how little they can do when faced 
with the Big Bully in America. Their profligate welfarism 
has drained their economies while their dithering stand 
on the war between Russia and Ukraine, to say nothing of 

they cannot survive without the brown and black hands hopes he does not turn out to be the Arvind Kejriwal of their shameful support for Israel and indifference to the 
that handle their industries, their healthcare and their America.I asked myself why I was so moved by the human condition of the Palestinians, is now beginning to 
farms. Zohran challenges all these ostrich-like attitudes. phenomenon of the rise of Zohran Mamdani, despite many invite contempt from not just many in the world but from 
He’s proudly brown, a Muslim who is unafraid to declare reservations about the reckless promises and over-their own people as well.Moreover, their unpopular 
his faith, a liberal anti-capitalist and actually dares to confidence so typical of a young radical. I think it is about governments are perpetuating these senseless wars 
promise the New York middle class a life of dignity, how our generation went through all the subsequent because their own survival is under threat if they have to 
equality and inclusion. His words have sent shivers down phases and came out more and more disillusioned and face an election. I am not even going to mention what the 
the spine of both the old Democrats and Republicans. cynical after the first few decades of Independence. “Bliss West has done to South Asia and the Middle East because 
And when they cannot match his stirring oratory, they was it then to be alive but to be young was very heaven,” as they think they can get away with sheer racist arrogance. 
have resorted to calling him names and stooping to levels Wordsworth said post the French Revolution. A few They seem trapped by their old colonial past and have 
of public rebuke and threats that would shame even our centuries later, the view he immortalised in ‘From never really accepted that the Empire they once ruled 
loonies in India.Wisely, Zohran has kept his cool. He Westminster Bridge’ that opens with “Earth has nothing over had rejected them long ago. The White Man’s 
speaks in fluent Hindustani, English and a language of more fair to show” is a vista that is poisoned by decline and Burden has acquired a radically different connotation and 
solidarity with the excluded that reaches out to his fear. The church, the family, its splendid welfare state and they cannot accept that their erstwhile colonies have 
supporters. He eats with his fingers and wears his mixed its outstanding educational institutions have all but made their own destinies since they went back many 
parental upbringing without offending either. He is vanished, leaving in their wake a society sans ethics and decades ago. Today, they appear as pitiful cartoons of 
supremely confident and handles the press like a pro and morality, broken homes, deviant youth and a frustrated their ancestors and are being outpaced by the very 
like his filmmaker mother, knows how to handle drama countryside.I sincerely hope that young Mamdani has it in countries they once lorded over.
and emotion with restraint and effect. From his father, he him to write a new script that is not just the old Anglo-Lashing out at immigrants and expelling them is a measure 
gets a deep understanding of post-colonial societies and Saxon one, but one that binds the world with threads of of how deep the fear of being swamped by those who are 
from Africa and India, a verve that is palpable. One only humanity and brotherhood.not white goes. Whether in Europe, the UK or the US, 

I hope he has it in him to bind the world with threads of humanity & brotherhood

There is an urgent need for India to train workforces and develop the skill sets needed for high-end manufacturing. Besides, it is important to build supply chains and encourage domestic component makers for manufacturing to flourish

Bad working conditions’, exploitation led to revolt

July 1939, and Dhami firing incident that shook the hills
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complete revamp of the station is required. cases, households are forced to rely on Gurgaon.(Agency)
Whenever there is a fault, it affects at least private tankers, adding to their monthly  Gurgaon: The water boosting station in 
three cycles of water supply in the area. expenses. Now, residents demand that an Sector 23A, built nearly three decades ago, 
The system is outdated and fails urgent intervention be made by the civic is struggling to keep up with the area's 

authorities to upgrade the station and growing demand, with residents 
ensure uninterrupted, high-pressure water complaining of frequent breakdowns, 
supply.Neeru Yadav, RWA president of poor maintenance, and unreliable supply.
Sector 23A (east zone), said, "The water Despite repeated assurances and multiple 
pressure is extremely low. Water does not estimates prepared for its overhaul by the 
reach even in single-storey houses. The authorities, no revamp has been 
station also has also frequent technical undertaken, residents said, adding that 
issues like motor failures and valve critical components of the facility, 
failures, due to which residents are forced including electrical panel, cables, valves, 
to manage using private water tankers."and pipeline joints, are in poor condition.

Meanwhile, Praveen Kumar, executive In addition to this, the civic body has not 
engineer of MCG, said, "There have been installed standby motors, which means 
machinery-related faults at the station, even a minor fault brings the entire system 
but we are attending to them regularly. to a halt. Every time a breakdown occurs, repeatedly. We have raised complaints but 
Additionally, we are making provision for it takes 1-2 days to fix the issue, impacting to no avail."Moreover, residents said that 
standby motors across all MCG areas. The water availability in the area, residents water supply to the area is erratic. On 
work has already started, and the standby said.Bhawani Shankar Tripathy, vice some days there is no supply and on others, 
motor will be deployed here soon."president of Sector 23A RDWA, said, "A the water pressure is too low.In many 

Cleaning lags, choked drains cause flooding 
on roads in Sector 5 after showers

Water infra crumbles, taps sputter as supply-
demand gap widens in Gurgaon Sector 23A

Industrial units with no permits operate 
in Gurgaon, flouting green norms

Gurgaon.(Agency)
 Gurgaon: After a sluggish start, the 

southwest monsoon is set to make a 
strong comeback in Haryana, bringing 
with it widespread rain, thunderstorms, 
and lightning over the next five to seven 
days. The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has forecast a 
significant shift in the monsoon trough 
beginning Friday night, which will 
position it over north-central India, 
including Haryana. This realignment is 
expected to trigger active monsoon 
conditions across the state.A cyclonic 
circulation currently persisting over 
Himachal Pradesh and Punjab is likely 
to intensify rainfall in the region. This 
system, combined with the northward-
moving monsoon trough, will bring 
sustained moisture inflow and cloud 
development over Haryana, leading to 
frequent rain spells, particularly during 
the night and early morning hours.On 
Friday, Gurgaon recorded a maximum 
temperature of 33.5 degrees Celsius, 
down by 2.4 degrees from the previous 
day. The minimum temperature held 
steady at 26.3 degrees Celsius. As 
monsoon activity picks up, the IMD has 
warned of potential localised flooding, 
waterlogging, and traffic disruptions in 
several districts.Heavy to very heavy 
r a i n f a l l ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  
thunderstorms and lightning, is likely in 
the districts of Ambala, Yamunanagar, 
Panchkula, Kurukshetra, Kaithal, and 
Karnal. Scattered heavy showers are 
expected in Mahendragarh, Rewari, 
Jhajjar, Gurgaon, Mewat, Palwal, 
Faridabad, Rohtak, Sonipat, Panipat, 
Jind, and Charkhi Dadri. Meanwhile, 
Sirsa, Fatehabad, Hisar, and Bhiwani 
are likely to experience light to 
m o d e r a t e  r a i n  w i t h  i s o l a t e d  
thunderstorm activity.Several districts 
in Haryana could receive between 50 
mm and 150 mm of rainfall in a single 
spell this week," said a senior IMD 
official. "By the end of next week, much 
of the state is expected to shift from 
below-normal rainfall to excess levels."

Residents are advised to exercise caution, 
especially during the morning commute, 
due to slippery roads and reduced 
visibility. 

News box

Security heightened as 
farmers protest land 
acquisition in Nuh

Nuh. (Agency)
 Security measures were tightened in IMT Rozka Meo area 

and a riot control drill was conducted at Nuh Police 
Lines on Sunday amid ongoing farmers' protests over 
land acquisition and compensation.Prohibitory orders 
have been clamped in anticipation of the upcoming 
Jalabhishek Yatra and to prevent any law-and-order 
disturbances.Farmers from nine villages in Rozka Meo 
area have been protesting since Feb 2024 over a long-
pending land compensationfor land acquired for 
industrial model township.Nuh SP Rajesh Kumar said 
Section 163 of BNSS (BNSS), 2023 was enforced in the 
region, prohibiting the assembly of five or more 
individuals and the carrying of deadly weapons. "This 
order will remain in force until Aug 4," the SP said.

The restrictions apply to the area acquired by Haryana 
State Industrial and Infrastructure Development 
Corporation (HSIIDC) and surrounding zones, 
including Dhir Dhaunka village and the Rozka Meo 
police station area. Carrying weapons such as firearms, 
swords, sticks, spears, axes, knives, chains and other 
potentially harmful objects is banned — except for the 
kirpan worn as a religious symbol by Sikhs.

Meanwhile, the SP said on Sunday, "The restrictions are 
aimed at preventing disruptions to govt development 
projects and deterring antisocial activities. Govt officials, 
police personnel and HSIIDC officers are exempted 
from this order."Duty magistrates have been assigned 
monitoring responsibilities while the SP warned against 
any violations or attempts to incite unrest.

In 2010, around 1,600 acres of land were acquired for the 
IMT Rozka Meo project and the govt paid them Rs 25 
lakh per acre. The govt also acquired land from the 
villages of Chandawali and Machhgar in Faridabad. 
However, the farmers from these areas filed a petition in 
court, alleging the govt was buying their land at unfairly 
low rates. They appealed to the court to direct the govt to 
increase the compensation amount. In response, the 
court ordered the govt to pay Rs 2 crore per acre to those 
farmers.When the farmers from the other nine villages 
heard about this decision, they too began staging protests, 
demanding an increase in compensation for their 
acquired land.After a long struggle, the govt agreed to 
pay them Rs 46 lakh per acre and got them to sign 
affidavits to prevent further legal action. Farmers were 
initially paid Rs 21 lakh each, with a promise of 
receiving the remaining Rs 25 lakh later. However, that 
additional compensation has still not been paid. As a 
result, the farmers of nine village have been staging an 
indefinite sit-in protest since Feb 2024.

6 applicants per seat: Surge in 
UG admissions at Gurugram 
University this year

arrived, and the work currently Gurgaon.(Agency) 
Gurgaon: Monsoon showers have begun underway appears rushed and 

lashing the city, but work on cleaning the superficial.MG Yadav, another 
drains in Sector 5 is still not complete. The resident, echoed this sentiment, 
slow progress has led to residents raising saying, "The drain cleaning work did 
concerns of waterlogging and road start, but it wasn't done properly. The 
damage. According to residents, work to silt inside the drains hasn't been 
clean a 7.5km drain network was removed. Worse, the muck that was 
previously awarded through a Rs 16 lakh taken out was left on the roadside and 
tender, but the cleaning only began in late footpaths, and has now washed back 
June and is being poorly executed. into the drains. Water has no place to 

trouble for residents. Vehicles struggle to go and ends up flooding the streets. We've Dinesh Vashisth, former RWA president of 
pass, and roads are deteriorating due to raised complaints before but there's been the sector, noted that the situation is 
stagnant water. The monsoon has already no proper response."When contacted, an especially bad near the Sector 5 police 
started, and there is no sign that the drains MCG official said, "The work started on station. "There are stormwater drains on 
will be cleaned in time. The govt is June 22. We are prioritising the cleaning both sides of the road. Only surface-level 
wasting public money and ignoring of drain openings and pits considering the cleaning was done—soil was removed 
public concerns. What's the point of ongoing rains. The agency has deployed from pipe inlets and barely a foot of silt 
development work if they aren't tractors and is dumping the collected silt. was cleared from inside, while the rest of 
completed on time or don't serve their A jetting machine will be used to clear the the drain remains clogged," he 
purpose?"Residents claim that the civic pipelines. While the timeline is Sept, we said.Vashishth added, "Rainwater now 
body failed to act before the monsoon are aiming to finish by July-end."accumulates on the roads, creating serious 

fringes of residential areas, worsening Gurgaon. (Agency)
h e a l t h  r i s k s  f o r  t h o s e  l i v i n g  Gurgaon: Scores of industrial units are 
nearby."Pollution stress in these areas is o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  c i t y  w i t h o u t  
no longer a hidden issue. It's visible in the environmental permits as authorities 
water, in the air, and in the rising health struggle to control unchecked pollution in 
risks to nearby communities," said Vivek areas already burdened by sewage 
Kamboj, an environmentalist.Despite overflows and encroachment.
multiple complaints, action by pollution The Haryana State Pollution Control Board 
control authorities has remained limited (HSPCB) said in a July 2 right to 
to show-cause notices or temporary information (RTI) reply that 281 
shutdowns. There is no database to track industrial units in Gurgaon have been 
illegal or unregistered units across the granted mandatory environmental 
district."The biggest failure is in consent to operate.Activists allege there 
enforcement. Pollution control isn't just are hundreds more industrial units that 
about paperwork, it's about actually going have been functioning without any Kankrola, there are several unauthorised dismantle electronic waste too."Many of 
into these industrial pockets and shutting approvals. These illegal factories are industrial units. These are hotspots of these industries are ghost operators that 
down operations that poison the clustered in and around Basai, Kankrola, unregulated pollution," said Delhi-based don't follow basic rules like effluent 
environment," said said Shubhansh Badshapur and Dhanwapur. They operate activist Varun Gulati.Most of these units treatment. When complaints are filed, 
Tiwari, a research associate at the Centre without basic pollution controls such as are involved in manufacturing garment they can't be traced," Gulati, who tracks 
for Science and Environment.Activists effluent treatment systems."Though the and textile, milk packaging, snacks, violations in the district, said.
demand that district authorities need to official number is 281, ground reality is rubber parts, sealants and synthetic glues. The unauthorised units often operate in 
carry out ground-level surveys.far more alarming. In areas like Basai and Some of them handle metal scrap, or zones not designated for industry or on the 

Heavy rain & thunderstorms 
likely for a week, IMD warns 

of flooding in Haryana

Wrong-side driving fuels rise in 
fatalities in Ghaziabad’s Mohan Nagar

private company and his house was 
located in Arthala. "The actual route is 
located almost 600 metres away near the 
Hindon area and it takes more than 20 
minutes and traffic mkes the route 
worse," he said.A senior police officer 
said that driving opposite to the traffic 
direction is among the key reasons for 
road accidents and fatalities. Police 
estimate that around 15% of the fatal 
crashes are because of wrong-side 
driving. "We are trying to educate people 
and students so that residents of the city 
follow the traffic rules for the safety of 
t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  o t h e r s , "  h e  
said.Meanwhile, the traffic police has 
started a campaign against wrong-side 
driving across the district. From June 16, 
a dedicated drive against wrong-way 
driving in 80 places across Ghaziabad 
was launched, and till June 30, a total of which is rampant on NH9 and nearby railway underpass because they have to Ghaziabad.(Agency)
2,578 challans were issued and more than roads in Mohan Nagar, particularly take a U-turn, which is almost 600 metres  Ghaziabad: Declared "one of the black 
35 vehicles were seized. Due to the lack during peak morning and evening away. As per traffic police data, from Jan spots" for accidents, Mohan Nagar 
of traffic police personnel, people are periods. Auto-rickshaw and two-wheeler to May, more than 1.1 lakh challans were witnessed the highest accident count last 
taking advantage of this and driving the drivers — and occasionally truck drivers issued for wrong-side driving. A total of year, resulting in casualties. The area saw 
wrong way to their destination for an — seem to take delight in the risk 402,061 challans were issued to two-53 accidents, which claimed the lives of 
easy route, to save fuel, energy and associated with "avoiding" longer routes. wheelers, 99,464 challans to four-25 people and left 28 others injured, 
money.In 2024, a 35-year-old motor wheelers and 57,166 challans to three-During the morning and evening hours, according to a traffic police survey 
mechanic died while his wife and two wheelers for various offences.motorists coming from GT Road Mohan conducted in July 2024.However, the 
children were injured after a car rammed Nagar travel towards Arthala, Anand A man, who was driving on the wrong side, numbers hardly matter to those 
into their scooter in the Indirapuram area.Industrial Area and the Vashundhara said that he worked in Sahibabad in a accustomed to wrong-side driving, 

‘Road dug up, infra deficient’: 
Condo developer faces fire in 
Gurgaon Sec 44

Gurgaon.(Agency)  
Tension prevailed in Sector 44 area as several residents of 

ROF Alante Society in Sector 108 staged a protest 
outside the builder's office — amid a police presence — 
demanding basic infrastructure and a vigilance inquiry 
into the approvals granted to the project on Saturday 
afternoon.The protesters questioned how the builder 
was granted a licence and occupancy certificate (OC) 
despite not having a proper revenue road connection to 
the site.

"The project was developed under the Haryana govt's 
affordable housing scheme but the builder has failed to 
provide the required infrastructure, including a 
permanent 24-metre access road," Shivani Thusoo, a 
resident, said.Bouncers at the builder's office allegedly 
stopped the protesters at the main gate. Soon after, 
police arrived on the spot and spoke to the residents to 
understand their concerns."The current entry road is 
often dug up or blocked by nearby villagers. We later 
found that this stretch of land was never owned by the 
builder and was only taken on rent," Shivani said. 
"Now, due to the ongoing dispute between the villagers 
and the builder, the residents are forced to suffer."

A spokespersonfor the developer said "miscreants — 
local landowners — have illegally dug up the govt 
revenue road" to block society's access, aiming to 
pressure the company with unlawful demands. 
"Staffers were even threatened with violence when they 
tried to intervene. This is causing serious 
inconvenience and poses a law-and-order issue. 
Complaints have been filed and the company is 
working with police and civic authorities to restore 
access," he said.The spokesperson clarified that 
internal infrastructure is complete and OC was issued 
accordingly. "Most residents understand the situation 
and are not involved in the protest. Legal action is 
underway against offenders," he added.

Gurgaon.(Agency)  
 Gurugram University (GU) is witnessing a surge in 

undergraduate (UG) admissions for 2024-25 session, 
with six students vying for each UG seat. That is double 
the competition compared to last year when only three 
applicants competed per seat.GU VC Sanjay Kaushik 
said the first merit list will be released on July 
8.Document verification for selected students will take 
place on July 9 and fee submission must be completed by 
July 10.According to university data, the online 
application window closed on Saturday at midnight, with 
2,996 applications received for 450 seats across 10 
undergraduate courses. Last year, the university had 
received 1,350 applications for 410 seats.

Students have shown a marked preference for professional 
and integrated programmes. The most sought-after 
courses include Bachelor of Physiotherapy (BPT): 600 
applications for 60 seats; MBA (Integrated): 365 
applications for 60 seats; LLB: 492 applications for 60 
seats; BA (Yoga): 165 applications for 30 seats; BCA 
(Computer Applications): 178 applications for 60 seats; 
MCom (Integrated): 295 applications for 60 seats; 
courses like MSc (Physics) Integrated, BSc and MA 
(Journalism & Mass Communication) have also seen 
growing interest.
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Recipe: Stuffed cobra rice roll
Rice rolls stuffed with corn flavored 
with cobra chilli in oil
Preparation time:30 minutes
Cooking time: 25 minutes
Serves:4
Ingredients: For stuffed cobra rice roll
1 tsp: Oil
1 nos. Naga Jholokia (Bhut Jholokia)
1 cup: Rice Flour
¾th cup: Corn kernels
¼th cup: Green tomatoes (finely 
chopped)
1"piece: Ginger (finely chopped)
½ tsp: Turmeric powder
½ tsp: Black pepper (crushed)
To taste: Salt
1 tsp: Lemon juice
For the chutney
½ cup: Raw papaya (julienned or 
thickly grated)
To taste: Salt ½ cup
Sugar 1 tsp
Oil ¼ tsp
Cumin seeds ¼ tsp:
Coriander seeds 2 tsp:

Restaurant Review: 

The Crown
Going up in the lift, my expectations grew by the minute, even though I knew 

what rooftop restaurants in Chennai look like.The name, The Crown, made me 
anticipate an eatery that would be regal.

Restaurant Review 

The Glass House
The Glass House is the all-day dining restaurant 

and coffee shop of Eastin Hotel Ahmedabad.

Decor

Food

The Glass House is a spacious 
restaurant on the first floor of 
Eastin Hotel, with an alfresco 
corridor around it which offers 
pleasant seating for a meal or 
snack with a view of the lawns. 
The restaurant has a glassed-in 
kitchen alongside so guests can 
watch some of the cooking live 
while they eat. They also have a 
good-sized screen for those who 
want to watch some TV while they 
dine - it can be a good venue to 
watch late night football matches 
as the coffee shop is open 24 hours.

The Glass House does not have a 
large menu but offers a good 
selection of Indian, Italian, East 
Asian and other cuisine. Start with 
the Thai corn and coriander soup 
(with or without chicken), which is 
full of herbs and spices, and 
signature starters 
like kadak 
m u r g h  
tikka 

(the classic chicken tikka but with a 
crunchy exterior) and conjee baby 
corn and vegetables. They do an 
excellent paneer malai tiranga and 
also a good gilafi subz seekh. If you 
like basa fish, try the machli kali 
mirch or the South-East Asian style 
five spice chilli fish. They also offer 
assorted starter platter.
For the main course, the rarha gosht is 
excellent with tender mutton in mince 
meat (keema). The Lahori murgh 
korma is also pretty good. Among the 
vegetarian dishes, the paneer shimla 
mirch and subz Jodhpuri are 
recommended. These go well with 
their breads like chilli milli paratha, 
til aur kalonji ki naan and masala 
missi. They have in-house specials 
from time to time, specially takes on 
Italian cuisine like the vegetable 
Siciliana which is a baked vegetarian 
dish using peppers in the sauce, and 
served with crispy garlic bread, and 
the chicken Milano which has the 

taste of fresh tomatoes, garlic 
and olives that are so 

much part of 
M i l a n e s e  

cuisine.

How to utilise 
citrus fruit peels

Citrus peels can be 
used in various 
ways at home. It 
not only saves you 
money, it  also 
brings wonderful 
results.

Use lemon peel 
to bathe. It leaves 
your body and hair 
smelling fresh and 
clean.

Add any citrus 
peel to a pitcher of 
water and put in 
the refrigerator. It gives a soothing fragrance and mild 
flavour to water.

Add a slice of citrus peel to brown sugar to prevent it from 
going hard.

Use dried citrus peel to freshen up that smelly sock or 
underwear drawer. Place the peels inside a sachet first and it 
will create a beautiful scent. Place dried citron peel into 
closets and wardrobes to ward off the moths.

You can use orange or lemon peels to make your breath 
smell great. Chew the peel and you'll find it's a good 
substitute for mints and gum.

Recipe: Creamy 

vegetable dip
No house party is complete 
without serving a round of 

crackers and dip as the guests 
settle in. Here's how you can 

dish out the tasty, creamy 
vegetable dip.

Prep time: 15 minutes

What you need:
1/4 cup fresh hung curds
1 tablespoon eggless mayoinnaise
Half a cup of finely chopped red 
bell peppers
Half a cup of finely chopped green 
bell peppers
Half a cup of grated cucumber
Half a cup of grated carrot

4 mint leaves
1 / 4  c u p  g r a t e d  
cheese
Salt as per taste

How to make it:
- Ti e  h o m e m a d e  
fresh curd in a soft, 
muslin cloth and 
squeeze all the water 
from it. -Do this 
routine twice so that 
all the water is 
drained out.
-Pour it in a bowl and 
whisk it to make a 
smooth paste. Add 
mayonnaise, grated 
cheese and mix well.
-Add the f inely 
c h o p p e d  b e l l  
peppers.
-Squeeze out all the 
water from grated 
cucumber and carrot 
before adding them 

to the mixture. Mix all the 
ingredients.
-Chop the mint leaves and add to the 
mixture.
-Add some salt and garnish with 
coriander.
-Refrigerate for an hour at least.
-Serve the dip along with cheese 
straws, crackers or even potato or 
banana chips.

my Kapurthala Punjabi Chicken 
tikka and they went 
w e l l  

tog
ether. Of course, 

you get an enhanced buttery 
taste as the chicken pieces are 
drenched in butter, so one tikka goes 
a long way.
For my main course, I opted to go 

Restaurant Review: 

The Crown

Restaurant Review: 

The Crown

with sarson da saag and makki 
ki roti. Somehow, the roti did 
not have the graininess I've 
grown to expect, but its 
smooth moist texture was 
good too. Pindi chana, 
another must have at any 
P u n j a b i  r e s t a u r a n t ,  
disappointed me as it was 
a little bland. Dessert, 
though, was a hit. I loved 
the creamy kulfi. It was 
not overly sweet and 
allowed the milky 

malai and nuts work on my taste 
buds. I left The Crown with a pleasant 
taste in my mouth.

Pluses and minuses:
Good food that could be great with a 
little more attention. Loved the live 

band and the feeling of space both indoors 
and outdoors. If you like to stay cool, I 
suggest you dine inside, and be deprived of a 

The Crown: 115, 
Sir Thyagaraya 
Road, T. Nagar, 
Chennai-600017
Meal For Two: 
2,500
Timings: 6 pm-
11pm
AC: Yes
Home Delivery: No
Ve g / N o n - Ve g :  
Both
Parking: Yes
Credit Card: Yes
Liquor: Yes

Rating:
Food: 3.50
Service: 3.50
Decor: 3.50

Recipe: Creamy 

vegetable dip

Don't miss their delicious dal maska 
malai, which is an interesting take on the 
dal makhani, which can be enjoyed with 
Indian breads like naan, paratha or roti, 
as well as with rice dishes like shahi 
barista jeera pulav.
End with their hot badami gulab jamun, 
which has a really nice soft texture. They 
often have a superb baked yogurt (the 
seasonal special is mango yogurt) and 
you could even ask for a dessert platter 
which has an Indian sweet, a western 
dessert and fresh fruit wedges.

The Glass House does fairly well in most 
of its dishes, covering Indian, Italian and 
South-East Asian cuisine. Considering 
this doubles as a coffee shop, they do not 
have many dessert options on the menu 
though the coffee is fairly good.
The Glass House: Eastin Hotel 
Ahmedabad, B-Ganesh Meridian, Opp. 
Gujarat High Court
Timing : 24 hours

Plus and minus

Meal for two : ̀  1, 200
Rating:
Food: 3.50
Service: 3.50
Decor: 3.50

Restaurant Review 

The Glass House

Decor
Black pillars support the gold and 
white dome, from the middle of 
which hangs a beautiful chandelier. 
Large draped windows surround the 
inner section of The Crown. It's wood 
and marble flooring suggest high 
maintenance. The draped windows 
did not do the view much justice. We 
opted to sit outside and it turned out 
to be a good decision. The Crown's 
majestic alfresco setup with candles 
and live music had romantic appeal. 
We actually witnessed a 
marriage proposal 
happen at a table near 
us.

Food
I was at The Crown for 
their Punjabi food, made 
using recipes by chef 
Sweety Singh. We went 
the t radi t ional  way,  
beginning our meal with 
tikkas. The Patiala shahi 
p a n e e r  t i k k a  w a s  
wonderful. All of it, veggies inc l
uded, had a smoky feeling without 
the burnt taste that could happen to 
tikkas. I had a glass of red wine with 

Coconut (grated)
For the smoothie
1 nos. Peach
4 tsp: Curd
1 tsp: Sugar
For garnish:
Melon seeds
Method:
-Heat 1 tsp oil and add Bhut Jolokia to it. 
When chilli splutters, remove from flame 
and keep aside.
-For the roll, mix rice flour with a pinch of 
salt and warm water to make a smooth 
dough. Keep aside.
-Mix corn kernels, green tomatoes, ginger, 

turmeric powder, black pepper, salt, 
lemon juice and prepared chilli oil. Mix in 
1 tsp of rice flour to help bind the mixture.
-Divide prepared dough into half. Flatten 
out one half into a rectangular shape, 
spread over with half the prepared stuffing 
and roll into a cylinder. Repeat procedure 
with remaining dough and stuffing.
-Boil water in a soup pot and add the 
cylinders. When cylinders start floating, 
remove, drain, pat dry and cut into slices.
-For the chutney, combine raw papaya 
with salt, 2 tsp water and sugar and cook 
till done. Heat oil and add in the cumin 
seeds and coriander seeds. When spices 
crackle, mix in coconut and cook till 
golden.
-For the smoothie, cut a peach into half 
and deseed carefully. Scoop out some 
flesh to form cups. Whip the scooped out 
peach with curd and sugar in a blender till 
smooth. Fill into prepared cups and 
garnish with melon seeds.
-To serve, spread chutney on a plate and 
arrange rice rolls on it. Serve alongside 
peach cups.
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India’s leadership on reform, 
climate finance, and BRICS 
expansion enhances its global 
stature, potentially attracting 
further foreign investment.

CHENNAI. (Agency) Borosil Renewables’ total exposure to its to grow significantly in the next two 
G e r m a n  u n i t  a n d  s t e p - d o w n  years.Favorable policy measures, such   Shares of Borosil Renewables Ltd., 
subsidiaries stands at approximately as import duties on Chinese solar glass jumped 4.30% to Rs 518.50 a unit on 
?340–350 crore. The company had and government support for local solar Monday (July 7) at 10.56 AM, 
been incurring a monthly cash loss of manufacturing, are expected to benefit following the announcement that its 
a round  ?9  c ro re  due  t o  t he  Borosil’s India-centric strategy.G e r m a n  s u b s i d i a r y ,  G M B  
underperforming German operations. Glasmanufaktur Brandenburg GmbH, Stock and investor outlook
With the insolvency proceedings now has filed for insolvency in a German While the market may initially react 
initiated, these monthly losses will court.The move follows months of cautiously to the news of insolvency, 
cease, which is expected to offer operational challenges. GMB had analysts view this move as a positive 
immediate financial relief to the parent cooled down its furnaces in January development in the long term. By 
company.2025 due to poor demand and cutting losses and reallocating 

deteriorating market conditions across Strategic refocus on Indian operations resources to growth-ready segments in 
the European Union. A key reason cited The company is now shifting its strategic India, Borosil Renewables is expected 
f o r  t h e  s l u m p  w a s  C h i n e s e  focus to its Indian operations, where to emerge financially stronger and 
manufacturers dumping solar panels demand for solar glass remains robust. more competitive.The company's 
and solar glass at cheaper prices, Borosil Renewables is investing deciio to exit its struggling German unit 
significantly impacting demand for heavily in its domestic manufacturing marks a strategic pivot toward India’s 
German-made products. Despite capacities, including a proposed fast-growing solar market. This 
efforts to seek assistance from ?675–700 crore expansion project in development, while operationally 
authorities, no measures were Bharuch, Gujarat. The company plans significant, may prove financially 
introduced, forcing GMB to seek legal to scale up capacity to meet the beneficial in the long run, as the 
insolvency protection. anticipated surge in domestic solar company doubles down on markets 

Impact on Borosil Renewables module production, which is projected with stronger demand.

House rent above Rs 50,000 Here's 
the TDS rule you need to know

currencies, aiming to reduce reliance on are expected to benefit from a collective development may help restore investor 
the US dollar. While the idea of a common push toward climate action and confidence, particularly in India's 
BRICS currency remains off the table, sustainable development. Member electronics and manufacturing sectors, 
discussions around payment systems nations called on developed countries to which have been affected by geopolitical 
such as BRICS Pay and national-currency finance the Global South’s climate tensions.The BRICS joint statement also 
settlement frameworks are gaining transition and expressed support for included a firm condemnation of 
momentum.A new BRICS Multilateral initiatives such as the Tropical Forests terrorism and a call for enhanced 
Guarantee (BMG) mechanism, backed by Forever Facility and the BRICS Grain intelligence-sharing. India, facing 
the New Development Bank (NDB), was Exchange.The summit also focused on persistent cross-border threats, stands to 
unveiled to help mobilise private digital regulation, including the need to benef i t  f rom s t ronger  secur i ty  
investment, particularly in infrastructure, address the unauthorized use of artificial cooperation within the bloc.
climate-related, and sustainable projects. intelligence and to strengthen data ImpactsMumbai. (Agency) 
This is expected to lower financing costs protection rights. These discussions are The new guarantee fund and the shift CHENNAI: India emerged as a key 
and stimulate capital inflows into India. particularly relevant for India’s fast- toward local-currency trade could reduce architect of the BRICS agenda—driving 
The NDB also reaffirmed its commitment growing digital and AI industries. borrowing costs and mitigate currency local-currency trade, global governance 
to strengthening its regional presence, Enhanced frameworks for e-commerce r isks  for  Indian expor ters  and reform, green investments, and digital 
with existing projects in India and plans to and data privacy are likely to support infrastructure developers. Initiatives like regulation. These developments offer 
expand its office in Gujarat. Indian continued growth in the domestic tech the grain exchange, forest protection strong tailwinds for sectors spanning 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  c l i m a t e ,  a n d  sector.India also advocated dismantling funding, and clean economy programs finance, infrastructure, technology, 
manufacturing sectors are likely export restrictions among BRICS will likely boost India’s agri-tech and agriculture, and clean energy. With India 
beneficiaries.India joined other BRICS countries to promote more seamless trade clean-tech industries. set to assume BRICS Chairmanship in 
members in renewing calls for reforming and supply chains. With AI governance and data protection 2026, its businesses are well-positioned 
global institutions such as the IMF, World This complements India’s broader push for now part of the BRICS agenda, Indian to capitalise on newfound opportunities.
Bank, and UN Security Council to d e e p e r  S o u t h – S o u t h  e c o n o m i c  tech firms gain greater clarity on Following are some of the highlights from provide greater representation for collaboration.A bilateral meeting regulatory direction, which should the Summit as far as such opportunities emerging economies. This agenda closely between Prime Minister Narendra Modi support their expansion across software, are concerned: aligns with India’s longstanding and Chinese President Xi Jinping led to AI, and e-commerce markets.Improved National Currencies diplomatic goals. agreements on de-escalation along the India–China ties may ease supply-chain 

BRICS leaders, including India, endorsed Climate and technology Line of Actual Control and the constraints and open the door to more 
increasing trade settlements in national resumption of border patrols. This India’s green energy and agri-tech sectors stable cross-border collaboration. 

BRICS Summit: Key takeaways for Indian business

Sebi to intensify watch on derivatives 
trading after Jane Street episode

New Delhi. (Agency) 
Benchmark stock market indices opened lower on 

Monday, tracking global developments as 
investor sentiment remained cautious following 
the latest announcements by US President Donald 
Trump over trade tariffs.The S&P BSE Sensex 
was down by 65.28 points to 83,367.61, while the 
NSE Nifty50 lost 16.45 points to 25,444.55 as of 
9:50 am.Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment 
Strategist, Geojit Investments Limited, said that 
concerns surrounding a US-India trade deal and 
the fallout of Sebi's report on Jane Street will be 
influencing market movements today.There are 
reports of a possible interim trade deal between 
US and India before the July 9th tariff deadline. If 
that happens, that would be a positive," he added.

Hindustan Unilever topped the gainers with a 
1.69% jump, followed by Asian Paints up 0.83%. 
NTPC rose 0.67%, Bajaj Finserv gained 0.65%, 
and Reliance climbed 0.57%.Bharat Electronics 
fell the most at 2.20%, followed by Eicher Motors 
down 1.32%. Tech Mahindra dropped 1.14%, 

Maruti Suzuki declined 0.90%, and HCL 
Technologies slipped 0.87%.Nifty Midcap100 
fell 0.26%, Nifty Smallcap dropped 0.28%, while 
India VIX surged 2.03%, showing increased 
market volatility.Only a few sectors posted gains 
at the opening. Nifty FMCG led with a 0.90% rise, 
followed by Nifty Oil & Gas up 0.23%, Nifty 
Consumer Durables gaining 0.17%, and Nifty 
PSU Bank climbing 0.05%.Most sectors opened 
in the red. Nifty Media dropped the most at 
1.23%, followed by Nifty Pharma down 0.48%, 
Nifty Metal falling 0.47%, Nifty Healthcare 
declining 0.47%, Nifty IT slipping 0.38%, Nifty 
Private Bank down 0.25%, Nifty Auto falling 
0.23%, Nifty Financial Services declining 0.11%, 
and Nifty Realty dropping 0.05%.

"The regulatory action on Jane Street and its 
implications will be closely watched by the 
market. The volume of derivative trading is likely 
to take a hit impacting stock exchanges and some 
brokerages. This has implications for their stock 
prices, too," said Vijayakumar.

BUSINESS

Sensex opens 100 points 
lower, Nifty below 

25,500; HUL up 2%
LinkedIn post.Another case, also New Delhi.(Agency)   
highlighted by the platform, If you’re paying more than Rs 50,000 a 
involved Rohan, a salaried month in rent, there’s a tax compliance 
employee who had been paying Rs rule that’s easy to miss, but costly to 
60,000 in rent since April 2022. He ignore. Under Section 194-IB of the 
failed to deduct and deposit TDS Income Tax Act, even salaried 
for two consecutive financial individuals are required to deduct tax at 
years. When he finally complied in source (TDS) before paying rent and 
April 2025, he ended up paying Rs deposit it with the government.This 
3 7 , 0 0 0  i n  l a t e  f e e s  a n d  rule is often misunderstood as 
interest—more than the TDS applicable only to businesses or those 
amount itself.TDS obligations are under tax audit. But it also covers 
often overlooked in personal individuals, including salaried tenants. 
financial planning. Yet failure to platform, one salaried individual Anyone paying rent above the Rs 

comply can lead to a late fee of Rs 200 named Abhishek paid Rs 55,000 per 50,000 threshold in a financial year 
per day under Section 234E, capped at month in rent but failed to deduct TDS. must deduct 2% TDS and file the 
the amount of TDS due. Interest As a result, he was issued a penalty of necessary forms.The deduction must 
accrues at 1% per month for failure to Rs 1,00,000 by the income tax be made once during the year—either 
deduct and 1.5% for failure to deposit, department.“Abhishek, a salaried in March or the final month of the 
under Section 201(1A). Penalties person, was asked to pay a penalty of tenancy, whichever comes earlier. The 
between Rs 10,000 and Rs 1,00,000 Rs 1,00,000 by income tax. His tenant is then required to file Form 
can be levied under Section 271H, and mistake? He paid Rs 55,000/month in 26QC and provide Form 16C to the 
prosecution is also possible under rent but didn’t deduct TDS. Even landlord.Non-compliance can trigger 
Section 276B, carrying a jail term of salaried people need to deduct TDS at serious consequences. According to 
three months to seven years.times,” TaxBuddy.com stated in a TaxBuddy.com, a tax compliance 

Lost Rs 18 lakh in 6 months: 
Financial advisor's warning 
on online betting

New Delhi. (Agency) 
 A financial advisor recently watched one of his clients 

lose Rs 18 lakh in just six months. Not to stocks, not to 
crypto, but to online betting.Abhishek Kumar, a Sebi-
registered analyst and founder of SahajMoney, shared 
the story in a LinkedIn post. “One of my clients lost 
Rs 18 lakhs in 6 months,” he wrote. “Not to stocks. 
Not to cryptos. To online betting.”The client kept the 
losses hidden from his wife until the situation had 
already spiralled. “He had taken a personal loan, and 
was borrowing from friends,” Kumar added.The rise 
of online betting apps, often disguised as harmless 
fantasy sports or casino-style games, has created a 
fast-growing but poorly understood problem in 
India's digital economy. Flashy interfaces, instant 
rewards, and near-constant notifications are all part of 
a design meant to keep users hooked. “Betting apps 
are designed like slot machines,” Kumar noted. 
“Flashy. Addictive. Instant dopamine hits. And 
they’re just one swipe away.”According to him, the 
pattern is alarmingly familiar. It begins with a small, 
harmless-sounding amount—“Just Rs 500 for fun. 
You win once. You feel lucky. You chase the high.” 
But soon, the behaviour escalates.

“These apps use casino psychology. Near wins. Fake 
bonuses. Constant notifications,” he wrote, warning 
that even young professionals with comfortable 
salaries are getting drawn in. “I’ve seen it happen to 
young IT professionals making Rs 15 lakh a 
year.”The financial consequences are often severe. 
“Loan apps, credit cards, even PF withdrawals,” 
Kumar said. “People borrow to keep playing.”

Beyond the money, the social and emotional toll is also 
significant. “It destroys families,” he wrote. “One guy 
told me he started lying to his wife, skipping EMIs, 
and hiding transactions. The stress? Unbearable.”

While some Indian states have attempted to regulate 
online betting, national legislation is still missing. 
“The Supreme Court just asked the govt if it’s time for 
a national law. I say: long overdue.”

New Delhi. (Agency)   
 The 105-page interim order in the matter of index 

manipulation of Jane Street Group, a global 
proprietary trading firm, rocked the stock market last 
week. The Securities and Exchange Board of India, 
the stock market regulator, barred a group of four 
entities from trading in Indian markets and ordered 
the impounding of their profits. Sebi has accused the 
group of manipulating the prices of securities for 
profit. Derivatives, such as futures and options, 
derive their value from underlying securities, like 
stock indices or individual shares. Traders around the 
world buy in markets where prices are low and sell 
when prices are high. They do that within the cash or 
derivative market or across markets.

The purpose of trading in derivatives is to make short-
term profits. With the help of technology, high-
frequency traders can buy in one market and sell in 
another in microseconds. Now, you can do that 
between two different counter parties. The 
accusation in the case of Jane’s Group concerns the 
use of the same entities belonging to the group, but 
registered in different geographic locations, for 
carrying out high-frequency trades. At the same time, 
shares in the cash market, such as those held by large 
banks with a high weight in the Bank Nifty, were 
bought and sold closer to the market close on multiple 
days. The allegation is that it was done to move the 
final settlement price in favour of Jane Group 
companies.While the reaction in the cash market was 
subdued, it was evident in a sharp decline in trading 
volume in the index and stock options segments on 
the National Stock Exchange last Friday. Those who 
are into day trading are likely to exercise caution. 
There are multiple opinions already on the issue. 
Some reports suggest that the Jane Group is not the 
only foreign trading firm in the Indian equity options 
market that comprises index-based options (such as 
Nifty and Bank Nifty) or stock options. There are 
other firms as well, and they may be hesitant to enter 
the Indian market. Brokers offering their opinions are 
cautious in their response to the Sebi order. Brokers 
generate a significant remuneration out of the day 
trading activity through brokerages and fees from 
you. They are unlikely to be happy about any decline 
in the trading volume in the Indian stock market.

Borosil Renewables gains 4.3% after 
German subsidiary files for insolvency

The Jane Street Saga: What it 
means to you

India is currently the world's 
largest equity derivatives 
market. According to the 
Futures Industry 
Association, it accounted for 
nearly 60% of  the 
derivatives contracts traded 
globally in April.

 New Delhi. (Agency)   

regulator is increasing its surveillance in curbs, there may still be gaps in the index. According to the regulator, the 
the derivatives space. While he did not go system that allow large players to firm bought large quantities of Bank 
into specific details, he hinted that cases influence market prices unfairly. Nifty stocks in both the cash and futures 
like the one involving Jane Street may not markets in the morning, pushing the THE JANE STREET CASE
be widespread. “There may not be many index higher artificially. At the same On Friday, Sebi barred Jane Street from 
more such cases,” he said as quoted by time, it had built significant short buying or selling securities in Indian 
Reuters. positions in index options. Later in the 

day, the firm reversed its trades in INDIA’S DERIVATIVES MARKET 
the cash market, leading to a drop in UNDER THE LENS
the index and profits from the India is currently the world’s largest 
earlier short  positions.This equity derivatives market. According to 
strategy, according to Sebi, was a the Futures Industry Association, it 
c l e a r  e x a m p l e  o f  i n d e x  accounted for nearly 60% of the 7.3 
manipulation aimed at benefiting billion equity derivatives contracts 
from planned price movements in traded globally in April. This explosive 
options trading.growth has been fuelled not only by 

BROADER INVESTIGATION institutional activity but also a sharp 
PLANNEDrise in participation from retail 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
investors.The rising interest in A person familiar with the matter told 

India (Sebi) has decided to step up its 
derivatives trading has already Reuters that Sebi plans to widen its 

monitoring of derivatives trading after its 
prompted Sebi to introduce a series of probe into Jane Street’s trading 

recent action against global trading firm markets. The action followed a detailed checks. The regulator has reduced the activity. The investigation will now look 
Jane Street, reported news agency investigation into alleged manipulation number of expiry dates available for at trades across different exchanges and 
Reuters.The move comes as part of of stock indexes. Sebi also ordered the certain contracts and increased lot sizes. possibly other indices beyond the Bank 
efforts to tighten oversight and prevent seizure of Rs 4,840 crore (approximately These measures are aimed at making Nifty.
manipulation in one of the fastest- $567 million), which it said represented derivatives trading more expensive and The regulator’s decision to expand its growing areas of India's financial illegal gains from these activities.reducing speculative activity.However, inquiry signals that Sebi is taking the markets.Speaking on Monday, Sebi In its 105-page order, Sebi accused Jane the recent incident involving Jane Street issue seriously and may not stop at Jane Chairman Tuhin Kanta Pandey said the Street of manipulating the Bank Nifty has raised concerns that even with these Street. 

New Delhi. (Agency)  
   India can more than double its maize production to 

86 million tonne by 2047 from the current 42.3 
million tonne, Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan said on Monday, calling for development 
of high-yielding seed varieties with higher starch 
content. Speaking at the 11th maize summit 
organised by industry body FICCI, Chouhan said the 
world’s fifth-largest maize producer needs to boost 
productivity without using genetically modified 
seeds. “We don’t use genetically modified seeds, but 
we can still raise the productivity levels,” Chouhan 
said.

India’s average maize productivity stands at 3.7 tonne 
per hectare, with some states like West Bengal and 
Bihar performing above the national average, but 
overall yields need to increase, he said. The Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has 
developed 265 maize varieties, including 77 hybrids 
and 35 bio-fortified varieties, but more work is 
needed, according to the minister. “There is a need to 
increase starch level in maize. We need to increase it 
to 72 per cent from the current 65-70 per cent level so 
that maize can be used in better way,” Chouhan 
said.India’s maize production has grown from 10 
million tonne in the 1900s to the current 42.3 million 
tonne. To boost production, states like Punjab and 
Haryana, which focus on paddy cultivation, should 
diversify to maize, the minister said. 

India aims to double maize 
output by 2047; West 
Bengal, Bihar ahead in 
production: Minister
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ZPat Cummins has 
backed the young 
opener Sam Konstas in 
Tests
ZKonstas scored 60 on 

debut but struggled in 
subsequent innings
ZAustralia lead West 

Indies 2-0 in ongoing 
3-match Test series

NEWS BOX

New Delhi. (Agency)
37-year-old Nico Hulkenberg secured his first 

ever podium in Formula 1 on Sunday, July 6 
at the British Grand Prix. However, this 
feel-good story ended up having a 
controversial finish after the Sauber driver 
was ignored by McLaren duo Lando Norris 
and Oscar Piastri during the celebrations.

Hulkenberg finished the race in third position, 
beating stalwarts like Lewis Hamilton and 
Max Verstappen to clinch his first ever 
podium in 239 races. Hulkenberg has been 
driving at the top level for 15 years, and 
finally managed to shrug off the unwanted 
record of the most race starts without ever 
standing on the podium.While the entire F1 
w o r l d  c e l e b r a t e d  H u l k e n b e r g ' s  
achievement, McLaren drivers decided to 
celebrate their 1-2 finish at the British Grand 
Prix with their race engineers, failing to 

acknowledge Hulkenberg, who was also on 
the podium. The duo got slammed on social 
media for their selfish behaviour, with fans 
stating that the vibe of the celebration was 
off.An ecstatic Hulkenberg, however, did 
not care as he was showered with love by the 
likes of Mercedes and Aston Martin, who 
hand-delivered special  bott les  of  
champagne to the racer.

"I don't think I can comprehend what we've 
just done," he said over the team radio after 
taking third place.Hulkenberg did it in 
fairytale fashion. He started last on the grid, 
in 19th place, with Alpine's Franco 
Colapinto lining up in the pitlane, for Swiss-
based Sauber.Thanks to clever strategy and 
pitting at absolutely the right time, 
Hulkenberg took Sauber to their first 
podium in 13 years and also became the 
team's all-time lowest-starting top-three 
finisher."It feels good. It's been a long time 
coming, hasn't it?" said Hulkenberg, rather 
stating the obvious, after tumultuous pitlane 
celebrations."I always knew we have it in 
us, I had it in me somewhere... it's pretty 
surreal, to be honest. Not sure how it all 
happened, but obviously crazy conditions, 
mixed conditions. It was a survival fight for 
a lot of the race.

New Delhi. (Agency)
After Rohit Sharma retired from Test cricket, 

Indian cricket faced the colossal task of 
selecting a new captain. Jasprit Bumrah 
opted out of the captaincy race, prompting 
India to make a bold decision by naming 
Shubman Gill as the new skipper. The move 
raised eyebrows, especially with a 
challenging tour of England on the horizon.

Test captaincy brings a unique kind of 
pressure, and poor results often invite 
intense scrutiny. Gill was under pressure to 

prove himself—particularly because his 
record in SENA countries (South Africa, 
England, New Zealand, and Australia) had 
been underwhelming.In 11 Tests, Gill 
averaged just 25.70, scoring only 514 runs 
with a lone half-century. Neither experience 
nor past performance seemed to support his 
case. But after the first two Tests, Gill has 
silenced many of his critics-at least for now. 
The tentative version of Gill appears to be 
gone, replaced by a confident and composed 
leader.

SHUBMAN GILL RISES ABOVE ODDS
India suffered a five-wicket loss in the Leeds 

Test after their bowlers—barring Jasprit 

Bumrah—failed to meet expectations. Yet, 
despite the defeat, the match offered a 
glimpse of what was to come from 
Shubman Gill. His composed 147-run 
knock stood out, signaling his readiness to 
take responsibility. He seemed to come out 
of his shell, allowing his bat to do the 
talking.The Edgbaston Test, however, truly 
showcased the bright future of Indian 
cricket under Gill's leadership. Not only did 
India break the Birmingham curse with a 
historic 336-run win, but it also brought out 
the best in Gill-both as a captain and a 
batter. Records that once seemed 
untouchable were rewritten.Gill alone 

amassed a staggering 430 runs in the match, 
dismantling the English attack with ease and 
earning widespread praise from the 
cricketing fraternity. Jonathan Trott, a 
former England cricketer, even called him a 
"carbon copy of Virat Kohli," such was his 
dominance and flair.Looking ahead, this 
match will be remembered as the moment 
Gill's captaincy truly took flight. It was 
under his leadership that India became the 
first Asian team in 63 years to win a Test in 
Birmingham. And it was Gill who inspired 
the turnaround after the heavy Headingley 
defeat.

Shubman Gill 2.0: How Edgbaston Test 
marked the rise of  a potential India great

New Delhi. (Agency) 
Indian pacer Akash Deep claimed his maiden 

five-wicket haul and first ten-wicket match 
as India thrashed England by 336 runs to 
level the series in the second Test at 
Edgbaston on Sunday.Set a daunting target 
of 608, England were bowled out for 271, 
with 28-year-old Akash taking 6 for 99 in the 
second innings to hand Shubman Gill his 
maiden win as Indian captain.If Gill, with 
his magnificent batting (269 and 161) set it 
up, Akash deserves equal credit for his lion-
hearted effort on a track which was primarily 
a bowler's graveyard.The rain delayed the 
start of the day by an hour and 40 minutes, 
reducing the day's quota of overs to 80 with 
England resuming their second innings at 72 
for three chasing a near impossible 608.

If Mohammed Siraj (7 wickets and catches) 

bowled like the leader of the attack in the 
first innings, Akash Deep built on his first 
innings gains to strike twice with new ball 
early on day five.Once not having enough 
opportunities in a non-descript town in 
Bihar, the journey hasn't been a bed of roses 
for the son of a government school teacher, 
who would survive on pocket money earned 
by playing tennis ball cricket before scouts 
in Bengal saw his potential and fast tracked 
him into the age-group system seven years 
back. He played his debut first-class game 
for Bengal during Christmas in 2019.

In less than six years, his sharp incutters from 
length that fooled Joe Root, Ben Duckett, 
Ollie Pope and Harry Brook didn't let his 
skipper miss the peerless Bumrah. Akash 
came into the tour knowing that his sister is 
suffering from cancer and he felt that 
everytime, he sprinted towards the pitch, the 
visions of his ailing sister crossed his 
mind.For England, Jamie Smith (88) fought 
a lonely battle before being dismissed by a 
slow bouncer from Akash, giving the 
medium pacer his first five-wicket haul in 
Test cricket. Fittingly, Akash got the final 
wicket of the game to complete a match haul 
of 10/187.

New Delhi. (Agency) 
 Australian captain Pat Cummins took time 

out to publicly back young opener Sam 
Konstas, reinforcing the leadership 
group's faith in the rising talent despite a 
modest start to his Test career.Sam 
Konstas made an impressive Test debut 
against India, scoring 60 off 65 balls in his 
first innings. Since then, the 19-year-old 
has struggled for consistency, with scores 
of 8, 23, 22, 3, 5, 25, and 0 in his next 
seven innings. In the ongoing three-match 
Test series in the West Indies, Konstas has 
scored just 33 runs in four innings, 
averaging 8.25.Konstas has yet to cross 
the 50-run mark in his first two Tests, even 
as Australia surged to a commanding 133-run 
victory in the second match to seal a 2-0 lead in 
the three-match series against the West Indies. 
The 20-year-old showed glimpses of promise 
during his early outings in the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy but hasn't quite lit up the 
scoreboard in this series.However, Cummins' 
post-match remarks made one thing clear: the 

dressing room is standing firmly behind the 
young batter."Look, he's been good," Cummins 
said when asked about Konstas' performances. 
"I think for anyone who's starting out their Test 
career, you are kind of picked for a reason we 
know he's good enough."

It was a clear message from the skipper - 
selection for the Baggy Green is no fluke, and 

success in international cricket 
requires patience, both from the 
p l a y e r  a n d  t h o s e  a r o u n d  
him.Cummins, who endured a 
rocky start to his own Test journey 
due to injuries, empathised with the 
mental challenges of trying to prove 
yourself at the highest level.

"For someone like a batter, it might 
be, where are your scoring areas, 
what tempo do you normally 
operate at your best - and don't get 
too caught up in every innings 
feeling like the biggest thing in the 
world," he said.

In the high-pressure environment of 
Test cricket - especially in the social media age 
- Cummins' grounded perspective serves as 
timely reassurance for Konstas and other 
newcomers still finding their feet.The 
Australian captain also reminded everyone that 
even the greats go through lean patches: "Even 
the best batters in the world don't hit their 
average three out of four times."

SPORTS

New Delhi. ((Agency)
The 2025 British Grand Prix turned out to be 

one of the most unpredictable races of the 
season, with five retirements, changing 
weather, and a flurry of safety cars. It also 
marked the first time in 11 years that Lewis 
Hamilton missed the podium at Silverstone.

Oscar Piastri, who looked like the top 
contender to win the British GP, brake-
checked himself out of the top spot after 
receiving a 10-second penalty for trying to be 
too cheeky behind the safety car. Piastri was 
penalised on lap 21 of the race for 'erratic 
braking' after he nearly caused a collision 
with Max Verstappen, who was trailing him 
behind the safety car.The brake-check 
completely ruined Verstappen's race. He was 

unable to manage his Red Bull on a simple 
turn and ended up spinning on the track after 
losing grip on his rear tyres. Verstappen 
dropped to 14th place but fought back to 
finish in 5th.The race began with stiff 
competition between Oscar Piastri and Max 
Verstappen. Piastri, who had the 
better car among the two, tried to 
overtake Verstappen in the very first 
lap but to no avail.

There was drama at the back as Liam 
Lawson collided with Esteban Ocon, 
resulting in the first DNF of the race 
and an early yellow flag.

The subsequent laps saw multiple 
safety cars, both on-ground and 
virtual, after several cars slipped off 
t h e  t r a c k  d u e  t o  t h e  w e t  
conditions.Racing resumed briefly 
between laps 4–8, when Piastri 
managed to pass Verstappen for the 
lead. A heated on-track battle also 
unfolded between Kimi Antonelli and other 
midfield runners, with Antonelli left 
unscathed for the time being.

Rain took over the scene from lap 11, which 
meant that the McLarens turned out to be the 
superior cars of the lot, gaining a massive 

time advantage over the rest of the field.
The conditions became trickier as on-and-off 

rain made it difficult for race engineers to 
decide whether to run the cars on 
intermediates or slicks.

On lap 14, Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc ran off the 

track completely and slid across the grass. He 
was able to save the car from hitting the wall, 
only because there was ample runoff area on 
the track. Another safety car during this time 
allowed Oscar Piastri to dive into the pits and 
serve his 10-second penalty.During the 

caution period, Russell called for the race to 
be red-flagged, but the FIA chose not to halt 
proceedings. The safety car ended on lap 17, 
with Piastri still in the lead.Lap 18 saw chaos 
at the restart, with Russell overtaking 
Hamilton, only to lose the spot moments 

later. Racing Bulls driver Isack 
Hadjar collided with Antonelli due 
to low visibility, forcing Hadjar to 
retire. Antonelli lost his rear diffuser 
in the collision, which eventually 
forced him to retire from the race.In 
the final stages, Russell, Hamilton, 
and Verstappen climbed back into 
the top 10. Hamilton eventually 
finished 4th, Verstappen settled for 
5th, and Russell dropped to 9th after 
a late spin.

Norris moved into the lead after 
P ias t r i  served h is  penal ty.  
Hulkenberg overtook Stroll to claim 
his first-ever podium in F1, and 

Aston Martin finally had both their drivers 
score points.The race ended with McLaren 
celebrating another strong weekend, while 
Ferrari and Mercedes struggled with tyre 
strategy, leaving at least one driver from each 
team out of the points.

Sam Konstas is good enough: Pat Cummins 
backs Australia opener to bounce back

F1: Oscar Piastri brake-checks himself 
out of victory in British Grand Prix

Selfish Norris, Piastri slammed for ignoring 
Nico Hulkenberg on British GP podium

New Delhi. (Agency) 
World No. 1 Magnus Carlsen reacted to his 

SuperUnited Rapid and Blitz win in Croatia on 
Sunday, July 6. After the final standings of the 
tournament were made official, Carlsen said 
on social media that his “B-game was enough” 
on days when othrs did not do something 
exceptional.Magnus, who lost the Rapid title 
in the competition to India's D. Gukesh, came 
back strongly in the Blitz section of the 
tournament, helping him win the combined 
title. He took a dig at his critics with a meme 
before deleting the post.“When nobody else 
has a great performance, my B-game is usually 
enough. Always striving for more though!” 
Magnus tweeted out for the second time after 
his win.Carlsen had earlier complained about 
not enjoying his chess during the Rapid round. 
Even after his win in Zagreb, Magnus sounded 
unconvinced, stating that it did not feel like he 
had won.“It doesn’t feel like I’ve won, really. It 
feels like I just came here, played alright, and 
nobody really did anything special in the end, 
and then I usually end up winning!” Magnus 
told Take Take Take app in an interview.After 
his poor outing in Rapid, the Blitz portion 
brought a complete reversal of fortunes. 

Gukesh lost five of his first six Blitz games on 
Day 1, drawing one and winning just one. His 
rhythm was off, nerves visible, and the crisp 
precision of his Rapid games was nowhere to 
be found. A final-round loss to compatriot R. 
Praggnanandhaa capped a disappointing Blitz 
performance that saw him lose six games on 
the first day alone.

In stark contrast, Carlsen unleashed what he later 
called a “decisive” run, scoring 7.5/9 on the 
opening Blitz day to erase Gukesh’s lead and 
seize control of the leaderboard.“I felt that I 
struggled most of the event. Partly because it 
was a very strong field this year. There weren’t 
a lot of weaker players at all. It wasn’t obvious 
who was going to score poorly and who was 
going to score well against the others. It felt 
like, especially in Rapid, chances were kind of 
hard to come by. I had one good day yesterday 
(the first day of the Blitz section on Saturday) .

Magnus Carlsen wins Grand 
Chess Tour Zagreb: My B-

game is enough

New Delhi.(Agency)
The International Cricket Council (ICC) on 

Monday announced the appointment of 
Sanjog Gupta as its new Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO). Gupta will officially assume 
charge on July 7, 2025, becoming the 
seventh person to hold the post.

A veteran of India's sports and media 
ecosystem, Gupta currently serves as CEO 
of Sports & Live Experiences at JioStar. 
With over two decades of experience across 
content, strategy, and operations, he has 
been widely credited with shaping the 
modern sports broadcast landscape in 
India.ICC Chairman Jay Shah welcomed 
Gupta's appointment, calling him a 
visionary leader whose expertise would 
prove vital in the organisation's next phase 
of growth."Sanjog brings extensive 
experience in sports strategy and 
commercialisation, which will be invaluable 
for the ICC," Shah said. "His deep 
understanding of global sports, media and 
entertainment, along with his passion for 
technology and the cricket fan's perspective, 

will be essential as we seek to expand 
cricket's reach-especially with Olympic 
inclusion on the horizon."

Gupta was appointed following a rigorous 
global recruitment process that attracted 
more than 2,500 applicants from 25 
countries. After multiple rounds of 
shortlisting, the ICC's Nominations 
Committee, comprising Imran Khwaja, 
Richard Thompson, Shammi Silva, and 
Devajit Saikia, unanimously recommended 
Gupta. The decision was later ratified by the 
full ICC Board.In his first remarks after 
being named CEO-designate, Gupta 
described his new role as a "privilege" and 
emphasised his commitment to taking 
cricket to new frontiers."These are exciting 
times for the sport as marquee events grow 
in stature, commercial avenues widen, and 
opportunities such as the women's game 
scale in popularity," Gupta said. "Cricket's 
inclusion in the LA28 Olympics and rapid 
technological advances present game-
changing possibilities. I look forward to 
working closely with ICC Member Boards 
to expand cricket's global footprint and 
enhance fan experience."

Akash Deep flattens 
England to break 

'Edgbaston jinx' as India 
level Test series 1-1

ICC appoints Sanjog Gupta as 
Chief Executive Officer

ZKhaleel Ahmed played for CSK 
in IPL 2025
ZHe picked 4 wickets vs England 

Lions
ZHe last played for India in 2024 

in Sri Lanka

ZShubman Gill won his maiden 
Test as captain in Birmingham
ZThe Indian captain scored 430 
runs in the 2nd Test at 
Edgbaston
ZGill is currently the top run-
scorer in the 5-match Test 
series

Messi played a cameo role in Argentina's win over Chile last week
Scaloni confident Argentina's style remains unchanged without MessiZLando Norris wins at Silverstone after 

teammate Oscar Piastri’s penalty
ZThe race had heavy rain, multiple 

crashes, and 5 DNFs
ZHulkenberg scored Sauber’s first podium 

of the season
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