
Addressing 55 victims of Naxal violence, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah said that Maoists will 

take their last breath on March 31, 2026.

ED attaches Rs 100 crore assets 
held by proxies in Muda case 

involving Siddaramaiah

Game Over For INDI Alliance Mamata Banerjee Attacks 
Congress, Says 'Party Won't Get Even 40 Seats In LS Polls'

"We Could Have...": Siddaramaiah's Son 
Criticises Opposition To Caste Survey

Centre Issues Date For Census, To Be Held In Two Phases

NDTV's 'Hooter Hatao' campaign is aimed at curbing the misuse of car sirens during political rallies which are one of 
the major contributors to noise pollution.

? BJP's Arun Govil says not an outsider in 
Meerut constituency

? He is pitted against Samajwadi Party's 
Dalit candidate Sunita Verma

? Polling underway in eight parliamentary 
constituencies of Uttar Pradesh

Devendra Fadnavis, speaking at India Today's Mumbai Conclave, alleged that the previous Uddhav Thackeray government failed to cap 

:RSS chief  speaks at event commemorating work of  Shankar Dinkar Kane
:Speaks on current situation in strife-torn Manipur
:Says prevailing circumstances 'difficult' and 'challenging'

ZThe flight test, carried out from a 
land-based vertical launcher, 
aimed to engage a low-flying 
high-speed aerial target. The 
missile system effectively 
tracked and engaged the target, 
demonstrating its operational 
capabilities.

Each department-related standing committees - which has representation from across party lines - acts as 'mini parliaments' and keeps a tab on the functioning of their related ministries.

Exercising its right of reply, India sharply criticised Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's address at the 
UN General Assembly, calling his comments on the Kashmir issue a "travesty."

Sources close to Shinde said that rather than giving due respect and share in power, his party, which has 61 MLAs, has been squeezed.

First made in India 
semiconductor chip to be 

rolled out this year: IT Minister

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said Jaishankar 
will meet the leadership of the UAE to review the close 

partnership between the two countries.

Mumbai. (Ajency)
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Eknath 

Shinde on Friday hit out at Shiv Sena 
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray, accusing 
him of betraying his ally Devendra 
Fadnavis in 2019.Replying to the 
opposition's Last Week Motion in the 
legislative council, Shinde said, without 
naming Thackeray, that Fadnavis made 
"40-50 calls" after the alliance of the 
undivided Shiv Sena and BJP retained its 
majority in the 2019 assembly elections.

But there was no response (from Thackeray) 
to the BJP leader's calls, said Shinde.

"Maharashtra has never seen a chameleon 
changing colours so fast. He went with 
those whom he once considered lowly," 
Shinde said in an apparent reference to 
Thackeray joining hands with the Congress 
after severing the alliance with the BJP.

It was because of his (Shinde's) request that 

Fadnavis had agreed to cede the post of 
Mumbai's mayor to the Shiv Sena in 2017 
after the Sena won 84 seats and the BJP 82 
in the civic polls, Shinde said.

"But he (Thackeray) betrayed Fadnavis in 
2019 (by walking out of the alliance)," 
Shinde added.Shinde also claimed that 
while he and rebel Sena MLAs supporting 
him were camping in Guwahati in 2022 
after rebelling against Thackeray, the latter 

approached him for reconciliation, and at 
the same time told the BJP leadership in 
Delhi not to support the rebel group.

Shinde said the Thackeray government had 
announced starting a music school in the 
name of Lata Mageshkar after the singing 
legend's death.But when the Mangeshkar 
family awarded the first Lata Deenanath 
Mangeshkar Award to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Thackeray got so upset 
that he decided against starting the music 
school, Shinde claimed.When he became 
chief minister in 2022, he started the music 
school, Shinde added.Notably, Shinde's 
reminder of Thackeray 'betraying' Fadnavis 
and the BJP in 2019 came a day after the 
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief met the 
Maharashtra Chief Minister.A day earlier, 
Fadnavis, in a tongue-in-cheek remark in 
the House, had asked Thackeray to come 
over to the ruling side.

Solapur.  (Agency)
 RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat on Friday said 

the empowerment of women is essential 
for the progress of any nation, and they 
should be freed from regressive customs 
and traditions.Speaking at an event 
organised by non-profit organisation 
U d y o g w a r d h i n i  a t  S o l a p u r  i n  
Maharashtra, Bhagwat said women are 
the most important part of any society.

"A man will work till his death. A woman 
will also work till the end, but beyond 
that, she inspires the generations that 
follow. It is under a woman's love and 
affection that children grow and mature," 
he said.

Empowering women is crucial for national 
development, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) chief further said.

"God has given an additional quality to 

women, enabling them to do things that 
men cannot. At the same time, God has 
given women all the qualities he has given 
to men, which is why they can do whatever 
men can do," he added.

Hence, it is foolhardy for men to claim that 
they will uplift women," Bhagwat 
remarked."There is no reason to have such 
an ego. Let women do what they want. Just 
empower them and free them from 

regressive customs and traditions. When a 
woman uplifts herself, she uplifts the 
entire society," he added.He also lauded 
the contribution of Udyogwardhini in 
empowering and strengthening women.

Hyderabad. (Agency)
Union Electronics and Information Technology Minister 

Ashwini Vaishnaw on Friday said that the country's first 
indigenous semiconductor chip would be rolled out this 
year.Speaking at the 85th foundation day celebrations of 
Keshav Memorial Educational Society in Hyderabad, he 
said India was going to become one of the most important 
semiconductor nations in the world.Today, some of the 
most complex chips are designed in cities, including 
H y d e r a b a d ,  
Bengaluru, Pune, 
Gurugram and 
Chennai, he said.

" N o w ,  w e  a r e  
s t a r t i n g  t h e  
manufacturing of 
s emiconduc to r  
chips. We have 
already approved 
six semiconductor plants. Their construction is going on. 
We will have the first Made in India chip in this year 2025," 
he said.

The Union Minister said as part of the India AI Mission, free 
datasets and others were being uploaded. "As many as one 
million people are being trained in the use of AI," he said.

Vaishnaw also said India would be among the top two 
economies in the world by 2047.Observing that the world 
was going through a big change, he said the western 
countries which were dominating the economy are now 
being replaced by the "eastern hemisphere".

Hyderabad.  (Agency)
 Bharat Rashtra Samiti (BRS) 

working president KT Rama Rao 
(KTR) on Friday launched a 
scathing attack on Chief Minister 
Revanth Reddy, accusing him of 
tapping phones of his own 
Cabinet colleagues. During an 
address in Khammam, KTR dared 
the Chief Minister to come clean 
on the allegations.

"I directly ask Revanth Reddy — if 
you are truly a man, speak the 
truth. Aren’t you tapping the 
phones of Deputy Chief 
Minister Bhatti Vikramarka, 
Revenue Minister Ponguleti 
S r in ivasa  Reddy,  and  
Irrigation Minister Uttam 
Kumar Reddy, fearing they 
might snatch your seat?" 
KTR said, amping up the 
rhetoric.

"Will you swear to your 
grandson that you are not tapping 

their phones? I challenge you to 
take a lie detector test. If you 
have the courage, prove it," KTR 
dared Reddy.

The explosive allegations come as 
the Congress faces growing 
pressure over its handling of 
high-profile cases, including the 
ongoing phone-tapping probe 
and the controversial Hyderabad 
drug syndicate links.Firing a 
r e b u t t a l ,  C o n g r e s s  M L C  
Balmoori Venkat didn’t mince any 
words. "BRS Government means 

phone tapping. Phone tapping 
means KCR and KTR. Let KTR 

undergo a lie detector test to prove 
they didn’t tap the phones of 
J u d i c i a l s ,  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  o r  
celebrities," he claimed.

Taking aim at KTR, Venkat claimed, 
"Several people caught in 

previous drug cases had close 
links with KTR. After our 

government came to power, an 
individual associated with 
tourism events — known to be 
close to KTR — was arrested at a 
rave party".

The MLC further said that 
Congress leaders had publicly 
challenged KTR to undergo a 
drug test. "We are ready to give 
our samples anywhere. But why is 
KTR silent? Why didn’t he give 
his samples?"

Meanwhi le ,  Telangana  BJP 
president Ramchander Rao 

dismissed the slugfest  
between Congress and BRS 
as mere theatrics."This is 
shadow-boxing. Both parties 
are shielding each other. The 
invest igat ion is  going 
nowhere. That’s why BJP is 
demanding a CBI probe. 
Congress is clearly trying to 
protect certain individuals," 

Rao said.

Bengaluru. Yathindra Siddaramaiah, the son of 
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and a 
member of the state legislative council, has 
strongly criticised the non-implementation of the 
caste census in the state, accusing dominant 
communities of stalling what he called efforts to 
empower backward classes.The Congress central 
leadership has ordered a new caste survey in 
Karnataka after the last survey conducted in 2015 
during Siddaramaiah's previous term sparked 
controversy with many sections disputing the 
findings. The data, formally submitted in April this 
year, deepened the fault lines between the key 
Vokkaliga and Veerashaiva-Lingayat communities 
and other backward class communities.

"If this caste survey had been implemented, it would 
have strengthened the backwards classes, and we 
could have given more reservations to them," 
Siddaramaiah junior said at a private event in 
Mysuru."But some castes opposed it strongly. We 

couldn't fully implement it as they claimed it's been 
10 years since the survey and raised other minor 
issues, and ensured it's not implemented. We are 
now having to do a fresh one," he added.

He also pointed out that despite being influential, 
communities like Vokkaligas and Lingayats are 
also part of the backward classes and would have 
benefitted from increased reservation had the 
report been implemented.

He also highlighted a perceived double standard in 
how demands for reservation increases are treated, 
stating that proposals for upper caste reservations 
face little opposition, whereas similar efforts for 
backwards classes are met with resistance.

His comments add to the growing discourse around 
caste-based data and reservation reform in 
Karna taka .Las t  week ,  Ch ie f  Min i s t e r  
Siddaramaiah and his deputy, DK Shivakumar, 
announced a fresh survey after instructions from 
the Congress central leadership. They said the 

decision was taken to take everyone into 
confidence and ensure a detailed enumeration that 
will cover everyone and leave no scope for doubts.

New Delhi. (Agency)
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

will embark on a significant 
two-nation tour to the United 
Kingdom and the Maldives 
from July 23 to 26, aimed at 
bolstering India’s diplomatic 
ties through key trade deals and 
political engagements.The first 
leg of Prime Minister Modi's 
journey will be to the United 
Kingdom on July 23-24, where 
he will sign the landmark 
I n d i a - U K  F r e e  T r a d e  
Agreement (FTA). The agreement is 
poised to impact 99 per cent of Indian 
exports to the UK by reducing tariffs, 
thereby facilitating British exports such 
as whisky and cars to India.

This development follows three years of 
rigorous negotiations aimed at enhancing 
market access and creating a more 
favourable trading environment for both 

nations.
The India-UK FTA is expected to 

significantly enlarge the bilateral trade 
basket and deepen security ties between 
the two nations. By easing trade barriers, 
both countries aim to achieve a more 
comprehensive economic partnership, 
reinforcing their strategic and economic 
collaboration.

The Prime Minister will visit the Maldives 

on July 25–26, where he will serve 
as the Chief Guest at the 60th 
National Day celebrations. This 
will be his first visit to the 
Mald ives  under  Pres iden t  
M o h a m e d  M u i z z u ’ s  
administration, and also the first 
since recent strains in bilateral 
relations, primarily due to the 
"India Out" campaign led by some 
Maldivian leaders and the current 
regime’s pro-China stance.

This visit is seen as a critical 
opportunity to address lingering 

concerns, foster mutual cooperation, and 
reaffirm India's 'Neighbourhood First' 
policy in the Indian Ocean Region. The 
focus will be on rebuilding trust and 
establishing a more robust partnership, 
crucial for regional stability and India's 
strategic interests. Prime Minister Modi's 
last bilateral visit to the Maldives was in 
June 2019.

The Punjab 
government's 
decision to scrap 
the "non-existent" 
Department of 
Administrative 
Reforms came as 
part of a major 
administrative 
overhaul, which 
also saw the 

The Tripura chief  minister later met BJP general secretary B L Santosh

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh flew to Delhi amid speculation over a no-confidence motion. Some MLAs seek a leadership change. The state, facing ethnic violence, 
remains politically unstable ahead of the Assembly session on February 10.PM to visit UK next week to sign trade 

pact, 1st trip to Maldives after standoff

50 calls from Fadnavis, no reply: Eknath 
Shinde rips into Uddhav for ditching BJP

ZMP produces 5.5 crore litres of milk, 
which accounts for 9% of the country’s 
total milk output. However, less than 1% 
of milk comes from dairy cooperatives.

Also, the BJP is the only party which has delivered on its promises under Prime Minister Narendra Modi and addressed the crisis of  
credibility created in politics, the Defence Minister told Gaurav Mishra, Ankit Paliwal and Rahul Chhabra of  IANS.

Women should be freed from 
regressive customs, says RSS chief

He emphasised that the mere discharge of the accused did not automatically imply malicious or improper intent behind the police action.

Dixit contended that the compensation order lacked a legal basis, as police had acted within their statutory authority while handling the case.

He urged the court to quash the NHRC recommendation, asserting that law enforcement cannot be penalised for investigative outcomes.

?Waqf  Bill tabled in 
Rajya Sabha by Kiren 
Rijiju
?Bill passed in Lok 
Sabha with 288 votes in 
favour
?Rijiju assured no 
interference by non-
Muslims in Waqf  matters

?India is a leading 
member of BRICS. 
BRICS has growing 
economic clout and is 
increasingly seen as 
a G7 rival. 
Jaishankar said 
India had 'the ability 
to work with 
different countries in 
a way without 
making any 
relationship 
exclusive'.

  Agency Bihar.
har chief minister said: “It gives me 

great pleasure to announce that social 
security pension for old people, 
people with disabilities and widows 
would get Rs 1,100/month pension 
instead of Rs 400/month. This 
amount  wil l  be credi ted to  
beneficiaries’ bank accounts on the 
10th of every month…The elderly 
are an invaluable part of society, and 
it’s our government’s top priority to 
e n s u r e  t h e m  a  l i f e  o f  
dignity.”Welcoming the move, 
Janata Dal (United) national general 
secretary Manish Kumar Verma 
claimed he had asked the chief 
minister to raise the social security 
pension after getting feedback from 
the public. 

sdsadsadasdsa

"When I Asked People Bluntly...": 
Shashi Tharoor On US-Pak Cooperation

New Delhi. (Ajency)
 In the wake of the United States' 

designation of The Resistance Front 
(TRF) as a Foreign Terrorist 
Organisation (FTO) and a Specially 
Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT), 
Congress leader Shashi Tharoor has 
offered insight into the behind-the-
scenes diplomatic exchanges that 
preceded the announcement.

Taking to social media platform X, Mr 
Tharoor welcomed the US move but 
said it was long overdue. The TRF, a 
proxy of the banned Pakistan-based 

Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), had claimed 
responsibility for the 22 April 2025 
terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Pahalgam that left 26 dead, marking 
the deadliest assault on Indian 
civilians since the 2008 Mumbai 
attacks.In his post, Mr Tharoor 
revealed that during his private 
meetings with US officials in 
Washington earlier this year, he 
directly questioned America's 
r e l u c t a n c e  t o  h o l d  P a k i s t a n  
accountable for harbouring terror 
groups."In my private conversations in 

Washington, when I asked people 
bluntly why the US were still allowing 
Pakistan to get away with providing a 
safe haven to terrorist organisations, I 

was pointed to Pakistan's alleged 
cooperation with the US on counter-
terror operations, notably the recent 
surrender of the individual allegedly 
responsible for the Abbey Gate 
bombing that had killed 23 US 
marines at Kabul airport," Mr 
Tharoor wrote. 

The reference is to the August 2021 
suicide bombing at Hamid Karzai 
International Airport's Abbey Gate in 

Kabul ,  dur ing  the  US t roop 
withdrawal, a strike later claimed by 
ISIS.

'Take lie detector test': KTR accuses Revanth 
Reddy of  snooping on his ministers

?Speaking at an event in 
Maharashtra's Solapur, RSS 
chief Mohan Bhagwat said 
women are the most 
important part of any 
society.

Z Karnataka MLA 
slams delay in Rs 25 
crore development 
works

Z Says no work orders 
issued after two 
years

Z Threatens 
resignation, backs 
BR Patil’s criticism

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will undertake a two-nation tour to the UK and Maldives, signing a landmark free trade 
agreement with the UK and serving as Chief Guest at the Maldives' 60th National Day celebrations.

ZReactor exploded 
during operations, 
triggering 
massive fire

Z8 confirmed dead, 
rescue teams 
recover bodies 
from debris

ZRevanth Reddy 
orders relief and 
emergency 
medical response

? Tesla inaugurated its first Experience Centre in Mumbai's Bandra Kurla Complex 
? Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis welcomed Tesla's entry into the Indian 

market
? Tesla leased a 24,500 sq ft service centre near its BKC showroom in Mumbai

(IMD) issued an orange alert for heavy to very heavy 
rainfall in parts of  Himachal Pradesh starting June 29, with 

warnings of  potential flash floods.

Om Birla meets Korean 
delegation in Delhi, reaffirms 
India's stance against terror

New Delhi. (Ajency)
 Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Friday reiterated India’s firm 

stance against terrorism during a meeting with a visiting 
delegation from South Korea, led by former Prime Minister Kim 
Boo Kyum, at Parliament House in New Delhi.Condemning the 
recent Pahalgam terrorist attack that claimed the lives of 26 
tourists, Birla said such acts demand a strong global response.He 
slammed Pakistan for failing to act against terror groups 
operating on its soil and stressed that India had exercised its 
sovereign right through Operation Sindoor- targeted precision 
military strikes aimed solely at dismantling terrorist 
infrastructure.

The Speaker further emphasised that the operation was measured, 
non-provocative, and aligned with India’s policy of zero 
tolerance towards terrorism. He expressed hope for continued 
Korean support of India’s counter-terror efforts.This came a day 
after the US designated 
Pakistan-based The 
R e s i s t a n c e  F r o n t  
(TRF), a Lashkar-e-
Tayyaba (LeT) offshoot 
which was involved in 
the April 22 attack in the 
Baisaran Valley, as a 
terrorist organisation.

Pakistan, on Friday, 
claimed that it had 
already "dismantled" 
the terrorist network associated with the LeT and said any 
attempt to connect the Pahalgam attack to the now-defunct group 
was against the reality.

Meanwhile, Birla thanked Korea for condemning the Pahalgam 
attack and for the message of condolence from the Korean 
National Assembly after the Ahmedabad plane crash. A total of 
260 people, including 241 passengers and 12 crew members, 
died when Air India flight AI 171 crashed near Ahmedabad 
airport moments after it took off on June 12.

Congratulating Korea on its recent Presidential election, Birla 
extended warm wishes to newly elected President Lee Jae-
myung. He expressed confidence in stronger bilateral ties under 
Lee’s leadership, noting the President’s prior role as Chairman of 
the Korea-India Parliamentary Friendship Group.

?Torre
ntial 
rains 
cause 
damag
e in 
Himac
hal 

Pradesh and Uttarakhand

After her 'no 
Cabinet post' 
remark while 
seeking disaster 
relief for rain-hit 
Himachal 
Pradesh, BJP MP 
Kangana Ranaut 
remained firm 
on her 

Eknath Shinde 
accused Uddhav 
Thackeray of  
betraying Devendra 
Fadnavis and the BJP 
alliance in the 2019 
assembly elections. 
The allegations 
highlight ongoing 
political tensions 
within Maharashtra's 
Shiv Sena factions.

The explosive allegations come as the Congress faces growing pressure over its handling of high-profile cases, including the ongoing phone-tapping 
probe and the controversial Hyderabad drug syndicate links.

?Ajit Doval lauds Operation 
Sindoor’s precision, 
indigenous tech
?Challenges claims of Indian 
damage, cites lack of evidence
?Slams foreign media for 
biased reporting on Operation 
Sindoor

? PM Modi to visit UK 
and Maldives from 
July 23-26

? Set to sign 
landmark India-UK 
Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA)

? First visit to 
Maldives since 
recent diplomatic 
tensions

?KTR challenges Revanth to prove innocence with a lie detector test

?Congress MLC Balmoori Venkat counters, linking KTR to drug cases

?Venkat demands KTR to undergo drug test, questions his silence
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Ludhiana .(Agency)
 The Khanna Police has arrested Ravi Rajgarh, a 

Category-A gangster and a key member of 
jailed gangster Lawrence Bishnoi’s gang, a 
senior officer confirmed on Friday.

According to sources, Rajgarh was apprehended 
on the way to his village where he was 
supposed to meet his father Jagtar Singh 
Dhillon, who is a sarpanch. A weapon has also 
been seized from his possession, they added. 
Police, however, have not 
revealed further details about 
the arrest of Rajgarh.

Rajgarh — who faces at least 12 
FIRs, including “murder” and 
“attempt to murder”, across 
different police stations — 
had al legedly supplied 
weapons for the murder of 
s inger-pol i t ic ian  Sidhu 
Moosewala and been on the 
Na t iona l  Inves t iga t ion  
Agency (NIA) radar. He also 
allegedly got involved in 
clashes inside prisons,  
including Ludhiana and 
Ropar, where he allegedly attacked jail 
officials and rival gang members.

Rajgarh had also allegedly helped several aides 
of Bishnoi, including his brother Anmol 
Bishnoi, in fleeing India by arranging fake 
passports for them. He had given Rs 25 lakh to 
Ludhiana-based transporter Baldev Chaudhary 
to send Anmol to Dubai on a fake passport; 
Chaudhary is already arrested for allegedly 

providing weapons to shooters involved in 
Moosewala’s murder, police said.

On January 27, 2023, Rajgarh was arrested by the 
state Anti-Gangster Task Force (AGTF) from 
Mohali and a China-made pistol was seized 
from his possession, Punjab Police DGP 
Gaurav Yadav had said in a statement. “The 
accused (Ravi Rajgarh), who had been in touch 
with Lawrence Bishnoi and Canada-based 
terrorist Goldy Brar for the past 13-14 years, 

carried out criminal activities at their behest. 
He has a criminal history with cases pertaining 
to murder, attempt to murder, and Arms Act 
among others… Preliminary investigations 
revealed Ravi Rajgarh was providing hideouts, 
logistic support, arms, and vehicles to 
members of the Lawrence Bishnoi gang, as 
well as facilitated their associates to procure 
passports on fake particulars to escape 
abroad.”

Drenched and defenceless Friday’s 
downpour paralyses Hyderabad

Bengal man held for 
derogatory remarks against 

Kannadigas

On radar in Sidhu Moosewala murder case, gangster Ravi 
Rajgarh, close aide of Lawrence Bishnoi, arrested

CBI court issues bailable warrants against DSP for ignoring 
summons; slams CBI Imphal chief for defying orders

CHENNAI . (Agency)
The Railway Board has given its 

approval for the construction of the 
fifth and sixth railway lines between 
Perambur and Ambattur in Chennai - 
Arakkonam stretch. The section 
currently has two fast lines and two 
slow lines, earmarked for the operation 
of express and suburban trains 
respectively. The two additional lines, 
spanning 6.4 km, are expected to ease 
congestion at Chennai Central, 
especially in the light of the upcoming 
new terminal at Perambur. The project 
has received a budget allocation of Rs 
182 crore. According to official 
sources, the proposal seeking approval 
to construct the new lines on existing 
railway land adjacent to the current 
tracks, was submitted last year. It was 
included under the umbrella works for 
the financial year 2024-25.

“A coaching terminal is being planned at 
Perambur to ease the heavy traffic at 
Chennai Central. Around 75% of the 
train operations from Chennai Central 
are expected to be shifted to the 

proposed terminal at Perambur. To 
support this, the 5th and 6th lines will 
be constructed to ensure smooth 
connectivity with the Perambur 
Coaching Terminal,” said an official 
document. Currently, the line capacity 
utilisation is at 105.2% (without 
maintenance blocks) and is projected 
to reach 114.4% by 2028-29. “No land 
acquisition is required for the project. 
With the board’s sanction now in 
place, tenders will be floated shortly,” 
the official added.

Railway estimates indicate a financial 
rate of return of 17.45% and an 
Economic Internal Rate of Return of 
34.43% for the project. Additionally, it 
is expected to handle an increased 
traffic load of 7.03 million tonnes per 
annum, according to the document.

Lines aim to decongest Central
The two additional lines, spanning 6.4 

km, are expected to ease congestion at 
Chennai Central, especially in the light 
of the upcoming new terminal at 
Perambur. The project has received a 
budget allocation of Rs 182 crore

HYDERABAD. (Agency)
 An unexpectedly heavy spell of 

rain lashed Hyderabad on Friday, 
throwing large parts of the city 
into disarray. The three-hour-long 
downpour was enough to flood 
roads, enter homes, paralyse 
traffic, and once again expose 
the city’s vulnerability to 
extreme weather.

Within 30 minutes, low-lying 
areas were inundated and 
arterial roads turned into 
streams, crippling both 
pedestrian and vehicular 
movement. In places like 
Vijayapuri Colony in the 
Mettuguda Division, Sindhi 
Colony, and near Prakash Nagar, 
water gushed into narrow lanes 
and flooded homes. Boats had to 
be deployed to rescue residents.

An activist posted on X: “We last 
saw boats being deployed in 2020 
during floods. It is shocking to see 
t h e  s t a t e  o f  c i t y  

infrastructure—boats needed 
after just three hours of rain.”

Other colonies such as VV Nagar, 
N a g o l e ,  M o o s a r a m b a g h ,  
Tolichowki, West Marredpally, 
and Uppal were also marooned. 
Overflowing nalas and water 

bodies only worsened the 
situation.In commercial hubs like 
Madhapur,  Kondapur,  and 
Gachibowli, waterlogging was 
severe. Commuters travelling 
from the Financial District to 
Begumpet were stranded as major 
roads became immobile parking 

lots. Traffic crawled along the 
Outer Ring Road, Inner Ring 
Road, and major corridors like 
Jubilee Hills checkpost, KBR 
Park stretch, Peddamma Temple 
Road, Apollo Hospital Road, and 
Ameerpet-Begumpet.
One commuter tweeted: “It took 

me nearly three hours to travel 
f r o m  J u b i l e e  H i l l s  t o  
Begumpet, a distance that 
u s u a l l y  t a k e s  3 0  
minutes.”Though Hyderabad 
Traffic police attempted to 
e a s e  c o n g e s t i o n  w i t h  
diversions and advisories, 
widespread flooding left few 
viable alternatives. App-based 

cab services like Uber and Ola 
faced disruptions, with drivers 
unable to navigate the submerged 
roads. Wait times stretched to 
over an hour, only for rides to get 
cancelled. Many were shocked by 
surge pricing, which doubled or 
tripled normal fares.

Chandigarh  . (Agency)
 Learning that the head of branch of CBI’s ACB 

(Ant i -Corrupt ion  Bureau) ,  Imphal  
(Manipur), is not permitting a DSP (Deputy 
Superintendent of Police) to appear before the 
Chandigarh court for examination in a graft 
case registered in 2017 against a Chandigarh 
Police Sub-Inspector (SI), a special CBI court 
Friday called the “approach of head of 
branch, CBI ACB Imphal, in violation of 
court’s order”, and said that it “cannot be 
appreciated”.

The special CBI judge, Alka Malik, also issued 
bailable warrants of arrest in the sum of Rs 
15,000 of CBI DSP Mohinder Ram, who did 
not appear before the court. The CBI court 
was hearing a graft case against Chandigarh 
Police S-I Mohan Singh, then posted at Sector 
31 police station, who was arrested by CBI for 
allegedly demanding a bribe of Rs 9 lakh and 
accepting Rs 2 lakh from a Manimajra 

resident, Prem Singh Bisht. 4,000-crore 
project under which it aims t

The case, which is at the stage of trial 
evidence, Friday came up for hearing 
before the CBI court of Alka Malik, 
Additional District and Sessions Judge, 
Chandigarh. During the hearing, Manjeet, 
a prosecution witness, was present for his 
cross-examination, but was not examined 
as the defence counsel of Mohan Singh 
pleaded that cross-examination of this 
witness should be conducted on the day 
when DSP Mohinder Ram, another 
prosecution witness, will be examined. 
However, DSP Ram did not appear before the 
court on Friday.

It was learnt by the court that summons sent to 
DSP Ram were received back duly served 
through email. However, an oral request on 
his behalf was received through naib court 
that “he is not being permitted by the head of 

branch, CBI ACB Imphal, to appear before 
this court”. The court said, “Such an approach 
of head of branch, CBI ACB Imphal, is in 
violation of this court’s order and thus cannot 
be appreciated. Consequently, this request is 
declined.”

The court observed that as per records, DSP 
Ram is being summoned in this “Old Action 

Plan Case” pertaining to the year 2018, for 
the purpose of his cross-examination for 
about one year by now, but he has not 
appeared.

The court noted that on November 21, 2024, 
he was served, but he had sent his request 
which was granted by this court. Since 
then despite sending several summons to 
DSP Mohinder Ram, he has not appeared 
before this court and various requests have 
been received on his behalf or on behalf of 
head of branch, CBI ACB Imphal, directly 
in this court or through head of branch, 
CBI ACB Chandigarh.

“It is thus evident that this witness is not 
appearing in glaring defiance of the orders of 
this court. Let he be now summoned through 
bailable warrants of arrest in the sum of Rs 
15,000 with one surety in the like amount for 
August 4, 2025,” ordered the court.

Around Town: From milk centre to misal to chicken 
biryani—How Dadar’s 84-year-old Adarsha keeps evolving

Mumbai . (Agency)
 In pre-Independence Bombay, a 

young Bhalchandra Panshikar (of 
t h e  f a m o u s  s w e e t  s h o p  
Panshikars) had successfully 
established a milk and mithai 
business. At his suggestion, his 
cousin Tryambak Mirwankar 
purchased a shop in Dadar and set 
up a milk centre called Adarsha in 
1941.They sourced milk from a 
gotha (cowshed) in Goregaon and 
sold it from their shop on Ranade 
Road. Given the shop’s proximity 
to Dadar rai lway stat ion,  
customers suggested that they 
serve tea—and perhaps a few 
biscuits to go with it. They 
complied. A decade later came the 
demand for a snack. Tryambak 
turned to his wife Sushila, who 
happily shared her recipe for 
kothimbir vadi. Crispy on the 
outside, soft and slightly gooey 
inside, with barely a trace of oil on 
the surface—it was an instant hit. 

The warm reception encouraged 
t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  m o r e  
Maharashtrian snacks: batata 
vada, thalipeeth, sabudana vada, 
kanda pohe, and upma followed. 

As the milk business thrived, 
sweets were added too, with mava 
barfi and peda earning a reputation 
of their own.“Back when we 
started, eating out was frowned 
upon. It wasn’t seen as a part of 
Indian culture or tradition,” said 
third-generation custodian Sanket 
Mirwankar, 39, recalling stories 
passed down from his grandfather 

and father.“By the 1950s, people 
wanted a quick bite before 
boarding the trains. So they added 
a very small dining area. The need 
was still for something that could 

be packed and taken along or 
eaten quickly before dashing 
home. The idea of sitting 
down for a meal became more 
acceptab le  a round  the  
1970s,” he said.

The 1970s and ’80s saw the 
e n t r y  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  
generation. Sanket’s father, 
Narayan Mirwankar, and 
uncle Dattatray Mirwankar 
joined the business one after 

another and expanded the menu.
“They added pav bhaji, misal, 

Punjabi dishes, and expanded the 
dining area to seat around 30 
people. The Maharashtrian thali 
came next, and suddenly, Adarsha 
was a full-fledged restaurant. By 
then, we’d stopped selling sweets, 
and milk was only used for in-

house items like tea or piyush (a 
thick, creamy drink made by 
blending shrikhand with milk and 
flavoured with cardamom),” said 
Sanket.Today, Adarsha’s misal is 
among its most sought-after 
dishes. They serve it two ways: the 
house-special sweet-and-sour 
Adarsha misal with minimal oil, 
a n d  a  
s p i c i e r  
P u n e r i  
v e r s i o n ,  
b o t h  
priced at 
R s  1 0 0 .  
S a n k e t  
r e c a l l e d  
how their 
misal was 
a favourite 
a m o n g  
Maharasht
r i a n  
t h e a t r e  
actors.

BENGALURU .(Agency)
  After 40 schools in the city received bomb 

threat emails on Friday morning, police said 
the messages were sent using an offshore 
platform called AtomicMail.io, which 
deletes all user data, including sender 
details, after just seven days. Officials told 
TNIE that they are also looking into whether 
the emails were sent directly through such 
services or if they were triggered by 
“automated bots”, some of which are 
reportedly sold freely on Telegram.

Since 2023, the services used in such threats 
have changed from Beeble to a Tor-based 
dark web mailer and now to AtomicMail, 
and they all don’t log IP addresses, keep no 
user records, and operate under jurisdictions 
that either reject legal cooperation or require 
treaties that India doesn’t have. According 
to officials, AtomicMail is part of a growing 
network of offshore platforms designed for 
“privacy-first” communication but misused 
for hoaxes, fraud, and cyber threats. This 
isn’t the first instance of Bengaluru schools 
receiving such threats. Between 2022 and 
2024, Bengaluru reported 133 such cases. In 
2023, most emails were sent through 
Beeble. Later, threat actors moved to Tor-

based dark web services and, more recently, 
to AtomicMail, which has seen a rise in 

abuse cases globally due to its short data 
retention window and lack of oversight.

The award-winning 
tableau highlighted the 
400-year-old 
traditional art form 
from Etikoppaka, 
earning widespread 
appreciation and social The ruling’s 

ambiguity has 
raised questions 
about its impact on 
local students.

The authorities informed us 
that only first-year students 
will shift temporarily to the 
Idupulapaya campus due to 
accommodation issues.

Reddy set a six-
month deadline for its 
completion, instructing the 
chief  engineer and construction 

The jeep was driven by 
Vishnu, a resident of 
Kallambalam, and a 

SCR to boost security on trains 
after attempted rape incident

According to official data, Chennai consumes around 13 lakh litres of  Aavin milk daily, with 5.5 to 6 
lakh litres distributed through milk cards, benefiting roughly 10 lakh residents.

Meri Saheli teams have been instructed to 
patrol MMTS trains and conduct thorough 

analyses of security vulnerabilities 
affecting female passengers.

Delivery partners outline 
labour rights violations in 
Hyderabad onally, delivery partners say they are 

subjected to arbitrary fines, ratings-based 
penalties, and account suspensions, often 
without transparency or recourse.The 
workers alleged that the operational 
expenses, including fuel, mobile data, and 
vehicle maintenance, are borne entirely by 
the workers, adding to their financial 
burden. The union further raised concerns 
about the classification of delivery 
personnel as “partners” rather than 
employees, effectively denying them rights 
to collective bargaining and coverage under 
labour laws.

NRI coastal police have arrested the 
25-year-old accused, identified as 
Sujit Das, for allegedly sexually 

assaulting the child.

In addition to Karimnagar, two other 
railway stations in Telangana — 

Begumpet and Warangal — will also 
be inaugurated on the same day.

Z Zooms in on 

the long-

standing debate 

over whether 

commerical 

activities 

should be 

allowed or not 

at Girinagar 

Housing Colony

Ten amendment Acts came into force on April 11 after the Supreme Court, in its April 8 verdict, granted deemed 
assent to bills delayed by Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi.

Burn victim flown in by air 
ambulance critical in 
Kerala

vided the best treatment following 
the direction of Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan and the 
subsequent intervention of 
NORKA-Roots.

Health Minister Veena George 
reviewed the progress in her 
condition and gave necessary 
direction to the hospital  
superintendent. 

A medical board will be formed to 
coordinate the treatment of Mini, 
who is currently being provided 
ventilator support. Though Mini 
was admitted to Penang General 
Hospital in Malaysia on May 7 
after she suffered burns, her 
employer did not inform her 
relatives.

Adarsha, the eatery 
in Dadar has grown 
into a bustling 
restaurant serving 
everything from tea 
and misal to dosa, 
pav bhaji, thalis, and 
its latest hit, chicken 
biryani. Its secret, 
they say, lies in 'not 
being a prisoner to 
their own style.'

ZTelangana engineer held 

for amassing assets beyond 

known income sources
ZACB seizes villa, 19 plots, 

3 buildings and valuables 

from engineer
ZSources said engineer 

associated with 

controversial Kaleshwaram 

project

Frant News continue..

d hormonal imbalances. He noted 
that yoga sessions are being 
conducted at tourist spots across the 
district, including Berm Par, 
G a n d h i  H i l l ,  a n d  P a v i t r a  
Sangamam.

Saturday’s event at Kondapalli Fort 
was aimed at raising awareness on 
physical and mental wellness 
through yoga.

Guru Kripa’s first branch has been opened near the Royal Opera House on Charni Road.

Many states have used the strategy of appointing in-charge DGPs now as well as earlier, without following UPSC panels.

The celebrations kicked off Saturday 
at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
Park in Dadar, where Minister for 
Cultural Affairs Ashish Shelar 
offered floral tributes at the statue of 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
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BENGALURU. (Agency) 
 The Bommanahalli police on Thursday arrested 

a man from West Bengal for allegedly using 
derogatory remarks against Karnataka and 
Kannadigas.

The accused, Mithun Sarkar, a massage therapist, 
is a resident of Begur Road. According to the 
police, on Thursday, one delivery executive, 
Ranjith Mathew, was on his way to deliver an 
order to Sarkar. When they were conversing on 
the call, the executive called an argument broke 
out, as Sarkar insisted that Mathew speak in 
Hindi. He allegedly said, “We Hindi-speaking 
people make up 70% of the population in 
Karnataka. You people have gone overboard. If 
we leave, Kannadigas won’t even survive,” 
said the complaint.

Based on Mathew’s complaint, a case was 
registered against Sarkar for intentional insult 
with intent to provoke the breach of peace. 
Following the incident, members of the pro-
Kannada organisation Karnataka Rakshana 
Vedike also filed a petition demanding action 
against the accused. The police said that, based 
on the information provided by the delivery 
executive, Sarkar was traced and arrested.

Railway gives nod to lay two additional lines 
between Perambur, Ambattur

Chennai schoolgirl's rape 
case: Three DSP-led 

special teams formed to 
arrest accused
CHENNAI .   (Agency) 

Three special teams, each led by a Deputy 
Superintendent of Police (DSP), have been 
formed by the Thiruvallur district police on 
Friday to arrest the man who allegedly 
abducted and raped a 10-year-old girl near 
Gummidipoondi a week ago. A senior official 
said the Thiruvallur district superintendent of 
police (SP) will supervise the investigation.

Sources said the teams have fanned out to areas 
like Gummidipoondi and Sulurpeta in 
neighbouring Andhra Pradesh, a few 
kilometres from the inter-state border, to search 
for the suspect, as the police doubt, the suspect 
may have been shuttling between the villages 
across the border.

The incident happened on July 12, when the girl 
was returning from her school. She was 
abducted by a man and allegedly raped at a 
secluded spot in a mango grove near 
Gummidipoondi. The girl later escaped from 
the spot and informed her grandmother who 
took her to the Ponneri Government Hospital, 
after which she was transferred to the 
Government RSRM hospital in Chennai.

The police have obtained CCTV footage of the 
individual and are now working on location 
tracking data to zero in on the suspect. A case 
has been registered under the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.

A Class 4 student, the victim has been living with 
her grandparents, while her parents live across 
the border in Andhra Pradesh. AIADMK 
general secretary Edappadi K Palaniswami said 
the incident is deeply shocking, heart-
wrenching, and hit out at CM MK Stalin 
questioning the state of law and order. 
Palaniswami demanded the arrest of the 
suspect and urged the government to ensure 
proper treatment for the victim.

Bomb threat emails to Bengaluru schools traced to offshore 
platform AtomicMail, cops suspect Telegram bots

AtomicMail auto-deletes sender data in 7 days; cops say bots on Telegram 
may have triggered mass threat emails to 40 schools



THE SIKH TIMES3 DELHINew Delhi, Sunday, 20 July 2025

Chandigarh: Haryana
Urban Local Bodies
Minister, Sh. Vipul Goel
said that the state has
achieved a proud mile-
stone in the field of cleanli-
ness. In the Swachh
Survekshan 2024–25,
Karnal and Sonipat have
been selected for national
honours. The award cere-
mony will take place on
July 17 at Vigyan Bhawan
in New Delhi. The
President of India, Smt.
Droupadi Murmu, and
Union Housing and Urban
Affairs Minister, Sh.
Manohar Lal will present
awards in various cate-
gories. Haryana will be
represented by Chief
Minister, Sh. Nayab Singh

Saini and  ULB Minister
Sh. Vipul Goel. Urban
Local Bodies Minister, Sh.
Vipul Goel shared this
information on Tuesday.
Sh. Goel said that Karnal
has earned a spot among
the top 15 cleanest cities
in the country, a proud
moment for the entire
state. Sonipat will be hon-
oured with the prestigious
Ministerial Award for
cleanliness. These recog-
nitions reflect Haryana
government’s consistent
commitment and innova-
tive efforts in taking for-
ward Prime Minister, Sh.
Narendra Modi’s vision of
the Swachh Bharat
Mission. Under the lead-
ership of the Chief

Minister, Sh.Nayab Singh
Saini and Urban Local
Bodies Minister, Sh.
Vipul Goel, the state has
focused on public aware-
ness, use of new technolo-
gy, and strong on-ground
execution to make the
cleanliness drive impact-
ful. In the recent state
budget for 2025–26, Goel
shared this information on
Tuesday. Sh. Goel said
that Karnal has earned a
spot among the top 15
cleanest cities in the coun-
try, a proud moment for
the entire state. Sonipat
will be honoured with the
prestigious Ministerial
Award for cleanliness.
These recognitions reflect
Haryana government’s

consistent commitment
and innovative efforts in
taking forward Prime
Minister,plans were made
to equip all municipalities
and councils with modern
machines such as vacuum
suckers, tree trimmers,
shredding machines,
sweeping vehicles, patch-
work machines, and water
sprinkling units. The prop-
er use of these tools has
played a big role in
improving the sanitation
standards in Haryana.
Over the last 10 years,
Haryana has scientifically
processed around 69 lakh
metric tonnes of waste out
of 101 lakh metric tonnes
from 75 old dumping
grounds. Through this,
109 acres of land has been
reclaimed and is now
being developed into
green zones, parks, and
community spaces. Sh.

Goel recently visited
NTPC’s Green Coal Plant
in Varanasi. Inspired by
the model, he said that the
state plans to set up simi-
lar plants in Haryana.
These facilities will help
convert daily solid waste
from cities like Faridabad
and Gurugram into
400–500 tonnes of green
coal, leading to better
waste management, envi-
ronmental protection, and
energy innovation.

A proud moment for Haryana: Karnal and Sonipat
to receive National Honours in Swachh Survekshan

The Sikh Times
Lucknow, July 19:

Under the leadership of
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, the Uttar
Pradesh government is
actively working to protect
the rights of Divyangjans
and ensure quick access to
justice. As part of this com-
mitment, mobile courts
headed by the State
Commissioner for
Divyangjans are being
organized across various
districts in the state. These
mobile courts have so far
resolved 677 complaints on
the spot, providing timely
relief to Divyangjans. The
courts have been held in
several districts including
Meerut, Sultanpur, Amethi,
Ayodhya, Barabanki,
Shravasti, Gonda, Bahraich,
and Balrampur. During
these sessions, authorities
listen to grievances directly
in the local areas and issue
immediate instructions to
concerned departments for
resolution. This initiative
has spared many

Divyangjans from the has-
sle of repeatedly visiting
government offices. The
Uttar Pradesh government

has clearly defined adminis-
trative responsibilities to
ensure quick resolution of
complaints related to
Divyangjans. Under the
Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, the State
Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilities has been
appointed, and all District
Magistrates are designated
as Additional
Commissioners, while
District Empowerment

Officers for the Disabled
serve as Assistant
Commissioners. This struc-
ture has made local moni-

toring and resolution of
complaints more effective.
So far, mobile courts have
been held in 9 districts,
where 677 complaints have
been resolved on the spot.
In the financial year 2024-

25, the State
Commissioner's office
received 503 complaints,
and in 2025-26 (so far), 91
complaints have been regis-
tered. Out of these, 58 have
been resolved and 33 are
under process. According
to data from the
Department of
Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities up to May
2025, a total of 2,699 com-
plaints were received via
the CM Helpline, online
portals, PGI portal, and CM
references, out of which
2,660 have been resolved.
Only 39 complaints remain
pending, but none of them
have crossed the deadline,
reflecting the Yogi govern-
ment’s commitment to
addressing the concerns of
Divyangjans. Whether it’s
related to pensions, certifi-
cates, or social facilities, the

government system is
actively resolving these
issues. For example, out of
212 CM reference com-
plaints, 206 have been
resolved; on the PG Portal,
394 out of 404 complaints
have been addressed; via
online platforms, 229 out of
233 complaints have been
resolved; and from the 1850
cases on the CM Helpline,
1831 have been settled.
These mobile courts not
only deliver fast justice but
also restore dignity and
rights to Divyangjans. This
initiative truly reflects the
spirit of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas’ (Together with All,
Development for All). CM
Yogi Adityanath has always
emphasized inclusive poli-
cies for Divyangjans, and
the positive impact of these
efforts is now visible on the
ground.

Yogi govt ensures quick justice to 
Divyangjans through mobile courts in UP

Phagwara: National Green
Tribunal member Justice Dr.
Afroz Ahmed today reviewed the
District Environmental Plan in
Kapurthala district and termed
the environment as a common
heritage and called for joint
ef forts for its conservation.
Today, while reviewing the
District Environmental Plan in
Phagwara with Deputy
Commissioner Amit Kumar
Panchal, Commissioners of
Municipal Corporations and
Heads of Departments, the
National Green Tribunal mem-
ber expressed satisfaction over
the use of treated sewage water
for irrigation in Kapurthala dis-
trict. Terming the conservation

of groundwater as the biggest
need of the hour, Dr. Afroz said
that it is a natural gift which is
the responsibility of all of us to
conserve. Deputy Commissioner
Amit Kumar Panchal during the
meeting called on the Municipal
Corporations of Kapurthala and
Phagwara, Municipal Council
Sultanpur Lodhi and Nagar
Panchayats of Nadala, Dhilwan,
Bholath. Information was given
about the proper disposal of
garbage at Begowal. Apart from
this, proper arrangements have
been made to resolve the
garbage problem in 81 villages of
the district. Apart from this,
water is being cleaned by con-
structing ponds under the

Thapar model. Dr. Afroz Ahmed,
while reviewing the efforts made
by the industries to stop pollu-
tion, asked the officials of the
Pollution Control Board to
ensure that pollution check
devices are installed in all the
industries. Apart from this, while
reviewing the disposal of bio-
medical waste, he said that the
segregation of bio-medical waste
in government and private hospi-
tals and its proper disposal were
also reviewed. Calling for organ-
izing seminars in villages to
make farmers aware of the prob-
lem of stubble burning in the
agricultural sector, Dr. Afroz said
that stubble should be tied in
balers and used properly. Deputy

Commissioner Panchal assured
the member of the Green
Tribunal that the efforts being
made by the district administra-
tion for environmental conserva-
tion would be further intensified.
The district administration also
honored Dr. Afroz Ahmed. On
this occasion, Commissioner of
Phagwara Municipal
Corporation Dr. Akshita Gupta,
Kapurthala Municipal
Commissioner Anupam Kaler,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Navneet Kaur
Bal, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Varinderpal
Singh Bajwa, SDMs Davy Goyal
and Alka Kalia and heads of all
departments were present.

National Green Tribunal member Justice Dr. Ahmed calls
for joint efforts for environmental conservation

Union Minister Sh Manohar Lal
congratulates Karnal city on being
selected for the President's Award

for cleanliness
Chandigarh: Union Minister for Power, Housing,

and Urban Affairs, Sh Manohar Lal, said that Karnal city
being included in the list of the cleanest cities in the
country under the Swachh Survekshan is a matter of
great pride and happiness for all of us. He congratulated
the people of Karnal on the city being selected for the
President’s Award for cleanliness and urged the public
to continue supporting efforts to maintain cleanliness in
the future as well. He congratulated the public represen-
tatives, sanitation workers, and the residents of Karnal
for this achievement, stating that it is a matter of great
pride that Karnal city has been selected for the
President’s Award for cleanliness. He added that this
recognition is the result of the dedicated efforts of the
Safai Mitras and the continued support of the citizens.
He said that under the Swachh Bharat Mission, the
Swachh Survekshan campaign has been conducted for
the past several years by a third-party agency. Based on
the data provided by this agency and the population size,
cities are divided into five categories. The first category
includes cities with a population of over 10 lakh, while
the second category includes those with a population
between 3 lakh and 10 lakh. Karnal city falls under the
second category. In reply to a question, the Union
Minister said that 100 cities across the country were
selected by the Government of India as part of a pilot
project, and Karnal was one of them. He said that signif-
icant development has taken place in Karnal under the
Smart City Project, and assured that any remaining
work will be completed soon. On this occasion, MLA
Karnal Sh Jagmohan Anand, MLA Indri Sh Ramkumar
Kashyap, MLA Nilokheri Sh Bhagwan Das Kabirpanthi,
Assandh MLA Sh Yoginder Singh Rana, Mayor
Municipal Corporation Smt Renu Bala Gupta, and other
dignitaries were present.

During the rainy season, food and
drink should be used carefully
Phagwara : By using food and drink carefully during

the rainy season, we can easily avoid many diseases, this
was expressed by Dr. Naresh Kundra, a pediatric spe-
cialist posted at Civil Hospital Phagwara. He said that in
this season, there is a fear of vomiting and diarrhea in
small children, due to which their body becomes dehy-
drated and the child can die. He said that the correct
treatment for diarrhea is ORS and zinc tablets and they
can be given to the child when necessary, which does
not cause dehydration in the child's body and maintains
strength. Therefore, in case of diarrhea, ORS solution
should be prepared and given to the child continuously
in small quantities after each diarrhea, along with zinc
tablets should also be given for 14 days. He said that
ORS should be given in homes with small children.
There should be packets which are available free of cost
from government health institutions. Regarding the
dosage of zinc, he said that a child aged 2 to 6 months
should be given half a tablet of 20 mg and a child above
six months should be given one tablet daily for 14 days.
By giving zinc tablets, the child recovers quickly and
this zinc tablet also protects the child from diseases like
diarrhea and pneumonia for three months. He said that
during the rainy season, special attention should be paid
to cleanliness, food and drink should be kept covered
and used only after boiling it well. He said that during
the rainy season, eating too ripe or too raw and unpeeled
fruits should be avoided and water should be boiled and
drunk, clean food should be eaten, hands should be
washed thoroughly after going to the toilet and before
eating.

The Works of Second Saraighat Rail-Cum-Road
Bridge across the Brahmaputra Soon to Start

The Sikh Times
Maligaon, 19th July: The Second Rail-cum-Road Bridge at Saraighat over the

Brahmaputra River has been sanctioned as part of the doubling of the
Agthori–Kamakhya railway line under Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR). This major
infrastructure project was sanctioned during the FY 2023–24 with a sanctioned esti-
mate of Rs. 1,473.77 crore, and is tar-
geted for completion by December
2029. As part of the progress,
detailed estimates have been sanc-
tioned by the Railway Board in
February 2024 and the Design
Drawing & Report has been finalized
and duly approved by competent
authority in March, 2025. The geot-
echnical investigations have been
completed for the design of the sub-
structure & superstructure and an
EPC tender has been floated for the
construction of the bridge, including approach roads, rail viaducts, earthwork and
ancillary works. The tender is expected to be finalized soon and construction works
will be started immediately after the same. The project includes construction of a
7.062 km-long stretch from Agthori to Kamakhya, featuring a 1.3 km-long steel com-
posite girder bridge over the Brahmaputra River. The upcoming bridge will be
designed with a double-line railway track on the lower deck and a three-lane roadway
with footpaths on the upper deck. The north-end approach of 2.694 km will connect to
Agthori station, while the south-end approach of 3.07 km will connect to Kamakhya
station. Once completed, the new bridge will significantly enhance line capacity in the
section, which is poised for industrial growth. Besides improving connectivity, the
project is expected to create substantial employment opportunities for both skilled and
unskilled workers in the surrounding areas.

The Sikh Times
New Delhi: In the presence of

Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
at the Uttarakhand Investment
Utsav–2025 organized in
Rudrapur on Saturday, the
Pushkar Singh Dhami govern-
ment celebrated the successful
grounding (bringing onto the
ground/implementation) of
investments worth ?1 lakh crore
that have materialized in
Uttarakhand after the Global
Investors Summit held in
December 2023. On this occasion,
the Home Minister lavishly
praised the State Government’s
efforts and assured full assistance
from the Central Government.
While addressing the
Uttarakhand Investment Utsav –
2025 at the Sports Stadium in
Rudrapur, Home Minister Amit
Shah referred to the valedictory
session of the Uttarakhand Global
Investors Summit held in
December 2023 and said that at
that time he had told Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami that the State
Government’s real achievement
would be to bring the ?3.56 lakh
crore worth of MoUs signed at
the summit down to the ground
(into implementation). He said he
is now pleased that, despite many
challenges, the Chief Minister’s
team has brought investment of
?1 lakh crore to the ground. This
has cleared the way for the cre-
ation of 81,000 new jobs. In addi-
tion, through ancillary industries,
there is hope for generating more
than 2.5 lakh (250,000) additional
new jobs. The Home Minister
said that industries are also being
set up in Uttarakhand’s secondary

and tertiary (Tier-2 and Tier-3)
cities. The State Government,
while establishing a balance
between development and the
environment, has succeeded in
drawing a new blueprint for
growth with transparency in poli-
cy, speed in implementation, and
farsightedness in vision. He said
that the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Government created three new
states—Uttarakhand, Jharkhand,
and Chhattisgarh. Today all three
are standing on their own feet.
After 2014, since the Modi
Government came to power at the
Centre, there has been a continu-
ous “double-engine” government
in Uttarakhand. He said that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has, while sketching out a
roadmap for national develop-
ment, created new records in
every field. Atal ji left the coun-
try’s economy at 11th position;
Modi ji has brought it to 4th. Now
in 2027 we are going to become
the world’s third largest economy.
Modi ji has lifted 25 crore (250
million) people above the poverty
line. The Modi Government is
providing food security to the
poor by giving 5 kg of free grain,
and also providing free treatment
up to ?5 lakh to 55 crore (550 mil-
lion) people. During this period,
for the first time piped water
reached 16 crore (160 million)
homes; toilets were provided in 12
crore households; 13 crore fami-
lies received free LPG cylinders.
In Modi Government’s tenure,
electricity reached 3 crore homes
for the first time; 4 crore people
were given permanent (pucca)
houses. The Union Home
Minister said that Modi ji has

envisioned a Developed India by
2047, but without a Developed
Uttarakhand this goal cannot be
achieved. For the country’s over-
all development, the progress of
smaller states—including the
northeastern states—is also
essential. The Government is pay-
ing special attention to this. He
said Prime Minister Modi leaves
no stone unturned in the develop-
ment of Uttarakhand. Praising the
efforts of the Pushkar Singh
Dhami Government, he said that
several initiatives—such as pro-
moting investment through
tourism, MSMEs, startup and film
policies—have created an invest-
ment-friendly environment in the
state. In the coming time,
Ayurveda, Yoga, naturopathy/
natural treatments, and organic
farming will become the founda-
tion of Uttarakhand’s develop-
ment. Congratulating the Chief
Minister for the successful
grounding of ?1 lakh crore, he
said that the remaining invest-
ment targets should be brought to
the ground tirelessly, and the
Central Government is ready to
extend full cooperation in this
work. On this occasion Chief
Minister Shri Pushkar Singh
Dhami, welcoming Union Home
& Cooperation Minister Shri Amit
Shah, said that today we are cele-
brating the successful grounding
of more than ?1 lakh crore from
the Uttarakhand Global
Investment Summit. He said
today’s celebration is not only
about financial investment, but is
a reflection of inclusive develop-
ment based on Uttarakhand’s rich
potential, entrepreneurial spirit,
and public participation— which

will take the state to new heights
of self-reliance and industrial pros-
perity. The Chief Minister said
that out of investment agreements
worth more than ?3.56 lakh crore
under the Global Investors
Summit 2023, investment propos-
als exceeding ?1 lakh crore have
been successfully brought onto
the ground. Today Uttarakhand is
touching new heights in the fields
of investment, innovation, and
industrial development. He said
that planned, systematic work is
being done across the country to
realize the Prime Minister’s
resolve of a Developed India. The
Chief Minister said the State
Government is continuously
working toward industrial devel-
opment in the state. More than 30
policies—including the Industrial
Policy, Logistics Policy, Startup
Policy, MSME Policy—have been
implemented to provide a better

environment for industries in the
state. A venture fund of ?200 crore
has been set up for startups. The
“Nivesh Mitra” (Investment
Friend) facility is being provided
to promote investment in the
state. Aroma Park in Kashipur,
Plastic Park in Sitarganj,
Electronics Manufacturing
Cluster in Kashipur, and a
Multimodal Logistics Park in
Pantnagar have been established.
The Industrial Smart City to be
set up at Khurpia (Khurpya) at a
cost of about ?1,300 crore will also
prove important for
Uttarakhand’s industrial develop-
ment. The Chief Minister said
that Uttarakhand has been placed
in the “Achievers” category in
Ease of Doing Business and in the
“Leaders” category in Startup
rankings. More than 260 business
services are being provided
online in the state.

A celebration was held in Uttarakhand for the successful
grounding of investment worth 1 lakh crore

Minister of State for Sports approves cash awards of
Rs.3.66 crore for coaches

Chandigarh, July 19 –Minister of State for Sports, Sh. Gaurav
Gautam, said that Haryana's sports policy is one of the best in the
country. As a result, athletes from the state are winning the maxi-
mum number of medals in international competitions and bringing
pride to the nation. He said that coaches play a key role in shaping
these medal-winning athletes, and the government deeply respects
and values their contributions. In this regard, the minister has
approved cash awards totaling Rs.3.66 crore for 31 coaches of medal
winning players in international competitions.The coaches will
receive their award amounts soon.  Sh. Gautam said that coaches
across the state should continue training athletes with dedication so
that they can bring more medals for the country. The state govern-
ment has recently released an amount of about Rs. 32 crore as cash
award for the players who won medals in the 4th Para Asian Games
2022, he added. He said that Olympic gold medalists from the state
receive Rs.7 crore, silver medalists receive Rs.5 crore, and bronze
medalists get Rs.3 crore. To strengthen athletes financially, the gov-
ernment also provides a 3 percent job reservation quota for
sportspersons.
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 LOS ANGELES.

what caused the explosion or what the agents are at the scene to learn more.
department members were doing at the “Please pray for the families of the 
time. Sheriff’s homicide detectives sheriff’s deputies killed,” Bondi wrote.
were on the scene.An early line of the Arson investigators from the Bureau of 
investigation was looking at a possible Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives, the Los Angeles Fire 
Department and members of the 
Los Angeles Police Department 
bomb squad were assisting at the 
training facility, Los Angeles 
Mayor Karen Bass said in a post on 
X . C a l i f o r n i a  G o v.  G a v i n  
Newsom’s office said he’s been  (Agency) 
briefed and that the Governor’s  A deadly explosion early Friday shook a 
Office of Emergency Services is in law enforcement training facility in 
contac t  wi th  the  Sher i ff ’s  Los Angeles was being investigated as 
Department and closely monitoring training accident, according to a law a possible training accident, officials 

the situation. He later posted on X that enforcement official briefed on the said.The explosion was reported 
members of the State Fire Marshal matter who was not authorized to around 7:30 a.m. at the Biscailuz 
were helping with the investigation at discuss the matter by name and spoke Training Facility, said Los Angeles 
the request of the ATF.Aerial footage to The Associated Press on condition of County  Sher i ff ’s  Depar tment  
from KABC-TV shows the explosion anonymity.Attorney General Pam spokesperson Nicole Nishida. She said 
happened in a parking lot filled with Bondi in a post on X said it "appears to three members of the department 
sheriff patrol cars and box trucks. be a horrific incident.” She said federal died.It was not immediately known 

NEWS BOX

Pakistan records annual current account surplus of USD 2.1 
bn, PM Shebaz hails it as 'sign' of development

An explosion at a Los Angeles sheriff's 
facility has left three people dead

Loss for Japan's Ishiba in upper house election could 
worsen political instability amid US tariffs, rising prices

Trump's tariff  threat pushes 
Lula's popularity and 
worsens legal troubles for 
Brazil's ex-President 
Bolsonaro

Trump threatens 10% 
tariff  on Brics, says bloc 
'will end very quickly'

WASHINGTON. (Agency) 
  US President Donald Trump on Friday repeated his 

threat to slap a 10 per cent tariff on imports from Brics 
nations and ridiculed the emerging economic bloc as 
“fading out fast.”Speaking at a White House event 
where he signed cryptocurrency legislation into law, 
Trump accused Brics — the group comprising Brazil, 
Russia, India, China, South Africa, and its newest 
members — of attempting to undermine the US 
dollar’s global dominance.

“When I heard about this group from Brics, six countries, 
basically, I hit them very, very hard,” Trump said. “And 
if they ever really form in a meaningful way, it will end 
very quickly. We can never let anyone play games with 
us.”The president did not name the countries 
individually, but doubled down on his assertion that the 
Brics agenda posed a direct challenge to the US 
economy. “Brics, they wanted to try and take over the 
dollar, the dominance of the dollar and the standard of 
the dollar,” he said.The president, who is campaigning 

to return to the White House, claimed his warning had 
already dented the group’s unity. “They didn’t want to 
be tariffed,” Trump said. “They’re virtually afraid to 
meet.”The administration has reportedly set an August 
1 deadline for the proposed tariffs to take effect, 
following an earlier July 9 cutoff for reaching new 
trade agreements. Trump said he would soon send 
letters to the countries outlining the proposed rates if no 
deal is made.“I hit them very, very hard, and it will end 
very quickly. I don’t think they’ll do it,” he added, 
suggesting the Brics coalition lacked the cohesion to 
mount a serious economic challenge.In the same 
address, Trump reiterated his opposition to a US 
central bank digital currency, stating flatly: “It won’t 
happen under my administration.”With forums such as 
the G7 and G20 groups of major economies hamstrung 
by divisions and the disruptive "America First" 
approach of the US president, the Brics group is 
presenting itself as a haven for multilateral diplomacy, 
Reuters reported.Sine issuing the threat, Trump has 
repeatedly claimed without evidence that the Brics 
leaders have rejected the claim that the group is anti-
American.

WORLD

Deadly violence in Syria 
could reshape domestic and 
regional alliances

  WASHINGTON.   (Agency) 
The leaders of Israel and Syria have agreed to a 

ceasefire days after major Israeli strikes, a US envoy 
said Friday, as he urged all sides in war-torn Syria to 
lay down arms.Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Syria's new leader Ahmed al-Sharaa 
"have agreed to a ceasefire" also backed by neighbors 
Turkey and Jordan, said Tom Barrack, the US 
ambassador to Turkey who is also point man on 

Syria."We call upon Druze, Bedouins, and Sunnis to 
put down their weapons and together with other 
minorities build a new and united Syrian identity in 
peace and prosperity with its neighbors," he wrote on 
X.Israel on Wednesday carried out major air strikes 
inside the Syrian capital Damascus including on the 
army headquarters.Israel said it was defending the 
Druze community after deadly clashes between the 
minority, which has a presence in Israel, and 
Bedouins in the southern Syrian area of Sweida.

Some diplomats and analysts see Israel as maximizing 
the damage it can to weaken its historic adversary 
Syria, after Sharaa's Islamist forces toppled longtime 
ruler Bashar al-Assad, an Iranian ally, in December.

The United States on Wednesday announced a deal in 
which Syrian government forces retreated from 
Sweida.

 BEIRUT . (Agency) 
An eruption of violence in Syria this week that 

entangled government forces, Bedouin tribes, the 
Druze religious minority and neighboring Israel 
highlighted just how combustible the country 
remains seven months after its longtime 
authoritarian leader was toppled.

The Druze and other minorities increasingly mistrust a 
central government run by a man once affiliated with 
al-Qaida, even though he has pledged to protect 
Syria’s diverse ethnic and religious groups since 
helping to oust Bashar Assad after a nearly 14-year 
civil war.This sectarian turbulence within Syria 
threatens to shake-up postwar alliances and 
exacerbate regional tensions, experts say. It could 
also potentially draw the country closer to Turkey 
and away from Israel, with whom it has been quietly 
engaging since Assad’s fall, with encouragement 
from the Trump administration.

The spark for this week’s violence
Deadly clashes broke out last Sunday in the southern 

province of Sweida between Druze militias and local 
Sunni Muslim Bedouin tribes.Government forces 
intervened, ostensibly to restore order, but ended up 
trying to wrest control of Sweida from the Druze 
factions that control it.Hundreds were killed in the 
fighting, and some government fighters allegedly 
executed Druze civilians and burned and looted their 
houses.Driven by concerns about security and 
domestic politics, Israel intervened on behalf of the 
Druze, who are seen as a loyal minority within Israel 
and often serve in its military.

Israeli warplanes bombarded the Syrian Defense 
Ministry’s headquarters in central Damascus and 
struck near the presidential palace. It was an apparent 
warning to the country's interim President Ahmad al-
Sharaa, who led Islamist rebels that overthrew Assad 
but has since preached coexistence and sought ties 
with with the West. The Israeli army also struck 
government forces in Sweida.

Attorney General Pam 
Bondi in a post on X said it 
"appears to be a horrific 
incident.” She said federal 
agents are at the scene to 
learn more.

Expulsion sparked debate on Chinese 

social media about privacy and 

nationalism

Student accused of improper interactions 

with foreign gamer, videos circulated

State media question legality of publishing 

student's name

WASHINGTON . (Agency) 
  U.S. President Donald Trump may have thought that 

pressuring Brazil with higher tariffs would help his 
ally, the country's former President Jair Bolsonaro, 
but the move apparently backfired.

Last week, Trump sent a letter to Brazilian President 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva threatening a 50% import 
tax and directly linking the decision to Bolsonaro’s 
trial, which he called a “witch hunt.”“This trial should 
end immediately!” Trump wrote Thursday evening in 
a second letter, this one addressed to Bolsonaro. He 
added that he had “strongly voiced” his disapproval 
through his tariff policy.Rather than backing down, 
Brazil’s Supreme Court escalated the case, worsening 
Bolsonaro’s legal troubles. On Friday morning, 
federal police raided Bolsonaro’s home and political 
office. The former president was ordered to wear an 
ankle monitor, banned from using social media, and 
hit with other restrictions.Meanwhile, President Lula 
— who was facing higher unpopularity, growing 
opposition in Congress and increasing risks to his 
likely reelection bid — seems to have gained 
politically from the situation.Now the 79-year-old 
leftist Lula, in office for the third non-consecutive 
term of his long political career, is seeing renewed 
acceptance, congressional support against Trump and 
pleas to run one last time to defend Brazil's 
sovereignty.

Lula has appeared more energized in public since 
Trump's announcement. At a national students 
assembly Thursday, he wore a blue cap reading 
“Sovereign Brazil Unites Us" — a contrast to 
MAGA's red cap.

Venezuela releases jailed Americans in deal that 
frees migrants deported to El Salvador by US

Measures to mitigate soaring 
prices, lagging incomes and 
burdensome social security 
payments are the top focus of  
frustrated, cash-strapped 
voters

 ISLAMABAD current account for June 2025 closes in historic mark in its history, with market .  (Agency) 
a USD 328m surplus, taking the full- value crossing Rs 16.8 trillion (close to Pakistan recorded a current account 
year surplus to over USD 2.1bn, he USD 60bn), he wrote.Prime Minister surplus of USD 2.1 billion during the 
w r o t e . S c h e h z a d  a d d e d  t h a t  Sharif expressed gratitude for the current fiscal year ending June 30, 
remittances surged by 27 per cent year- current account surplus, calling it very according to official data.Prime 
on-year to reach a historic USD 38 welcome.Foreign exchange reserves Minister Shehbaz Sharif hailed the 

have exceeded USD 19 billion due development as a sign of an improving 
to government measures, he was economy.The country faced a 
quoted as saying in a statement from perennial issue of balance of payment 
his office.and periodically rushed to the 

"The main reason for the stability in International Monetary Fund and other 
current account surplus is a financial institutions to get monetary 
significant increase in remittances support.The latest data of the State 
and exports," he added.Improving Bank of Pakistan (SBP) on Friday 
financial and economic indicators showed the current account surplus 
show that the country's economy is was recorded at USD 2.1 billion, 
on the path of stability.Sharif said compared to a deficit of USD 2.1 
the government is taking priority billion during the previous fiscal year.

b i l l i on .Ar i t i f i c a l  I n t e l i gence  steps to provide a business and It was apparently achieved following a 
usesAritifical Inteligence uses investment-friendly environment in strict policy to discourage unnecessary 

the country.He said that in the current fiscal year, imports of luxury items, which were a 
textile exports increased by 7.4 per Despite the positive development, drain on the current account.Other 
cent year-on-year to USD 17.9 billion, Pakistan still needs to do a lot, as it is in fac tors  included encouraging 
while IT (information technology) and the middle of an IMF programme of remittances by expats and promoting 
IT-enabled services exports climbed to USD 7 billion.The 39-month Extended exports of traditional and IT-related 
USD 4.6 billion, a year-on-year Fund Facility binds it to carry out items.Adviser to the Finance Minister 
increase of 44 per cent.Last, but not the several reforms, including ending Khurram Schehzad took to X to 
least, Pakistan Equities Market (KSE- subsidies and privatising several loss-announce that the surplus was the 
100) crossed 140,000 points, making a making entities.highest in 22 years. [The] country's 

CARACAS.

that he proposed months ago.“Every planes surrounded by officers in riot gear. 
wongfully detained American in Venezuela One man looked up and pointed toward the 
is now free and back in our homeland,” sky as he climbed aboard a plane, while 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio said in a another made an obscene gesture toward 
statement in which he thanked Bukele, a policeAfter arriving in Venezuela, some of 
Trump ally.Bukele said El Salvador had the migrants crossed themselves, cried and 
handed over all the Venezuelan nationals in hugged one another. They wore face masks 
its custody. Maduro described Friday as “a and street clothes.Maduro alleged that 
day of blessings and good news for some of them were subjected to various 
Venezuela." He called it “the perfect day for forms of abuse at the Salvadoran prison, 
Venezuela.”Venezuelans leave El  and one of them even lost a kidney “due to 

Venezuelans had been held in a mega-Salvador's mega-prisonCentral to the deal the beatings he received.”Interior Minister 
p r i son  known as  the  Ter ro r i sm are more than 250 Venezuelan migrants Diosdado Cabello told reporters the men 
Confinement Center, or CECOT, which freed by El Salvador, which in March would undergo medical tests and 

(Agency) was built to hold alleged gang members in agreed to a $6 million payment from the background checks before they can go 
  Venezuela on Friday released 10 jailed U.S. Bukele’s war on the country’s gangs. Trump administration to house them in its home.One of the men is reportedly Andry 

citizens and permanent residents in Human rights groups have documented notorious prison.That arrangement drew Hernández Romero, a makeup artist who 
exchange for getting home scores of hundreds of deaths as well as cases of immediate blowback when Trump invoked fled Venezuela last year and was taken into 
migrants deported by the United States to torture inside its walls.Lawyers have little an 18th century wartime law, the Alien Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
El Salvador months ago under the Trump access to those in the prison, which is Enemies Act, to quickly remove the men custody at a border crossing in San Diego 
administration's immigration crackdown, heavily guarded, and information has been that his administration had accused of before eventually being flown to El 
officials said.The complex, three-country locked tight, other than heavily produced belonging to the violent Tren de Aragua Salvador.Rep. Robert Garcia, D-Calif., 
arrangement represents a diplomatic state propaganda videos showing tattooed street gang, teeing up a legal fight that posted on social media Friday night: “We 
achievement for Venezuelan President men packed behind bars.Photos and videos reached the U.S. Supreme Court. The have been in touch with Andry Hernández 
Nicolás Maduro, helps President Donald released by El Salvador’s government on administration did not provide evidence to Romero’s legal team and they have 
Trump in his goal of bringing home Friday showed shackled Venezuelans back up those claims.Aritifical Inteligence confirmed he is out of CECOT and back in 
Americans jailed abroad and lands sitting in a fleet of buses and boarding usesAritifical Inteligence usesThe Venezuela.
Salvadoran President Nayib Bukele a swap 

TOKYO

election in October as its usual supporters Uchiyama said. “Either way, it is essential 
registered their unhappiness over past for the minority government to seek 
corruption scandals and high prices. Ishiba opposition parties’ cooperation to achieve 
is struggling to regain voter confidence. any policy.”

His minority government has since been Trump, rice and price woes
forced into making concessions to the Measures to mitigate soaring prices, lagging 
opposition to get legislation through the incomes and burdensome social security 
Diet, or parliament. That has hindered its payments are the top focus of frustrated, 
ability to quickly deliver effective cash-strapped voters.Rice prices have 
measures to curb rising prices and win doubled since last year due to supply 
wage increases. On top of shortages and shortages, overly complex distribution 

win a combined 50. Added to the 75 soaring prices for rice, a traditional staple, systems and other reasons related to Japan’s 
coalition-held seats that are not being Ishiba has been stymied by President farming, causing panic buying as Ishiba has 
contested in this election, it would be a big Donald Trump’s tariff demands. struggled to resolve the crisis.Trump has . (Agency)  retreat from the 141 seats the coalition held Frustrated voters are rapidly turning to added to that pressure, complaining about a 

 Japan’s Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba faces before the election.If the ruling coalition emerging populist parties, including one lack of progress in trade negotiations, 
an increasingly uphill battle in Sunday’s fails to secure a majority, “there will be a that is promoting anti-foreign policies and blaming a lack of sales of U.S. autos and 
upper house election, and a loss could move within the LDP to dump Ishiba,” said backpedaling on gender equality and American-grown rice to Japan despite a 
worsen political instability at a time of Yu Uchiyama, a University of Tokyo diversity. shortfall in domestic stocks of the grain. A 
daunting challenges, such as rising prices professor of political science. “It makes a 25% tariff due to take effect Aug. 1 has been Here's a look at Sunday's election:and high U.S. tariffs.A poor performance leadership very unstable.” Under any another blow for Ishiba.Ishiba has resisted Instability, win or losewould not immediately trigger a change of successor, the ruling coalition would be a any compromise before the election, but the Ishiba has set a low bar for the vote — a government but it would deepen minority in both houses, he said.If Ishiba's prospect for a breakthrough after the simple majority. Half of the 248 seats for uncertainty over his fate and Japan’s future coalition secures a majority and he stays election is just as unclear because the six-year terms in the upper house are being path.The ruling Liberal Democratic Party on, his leadership will remain weak, with minority government would have difficulty decided, and the LDP and its junior suffered a humiliating loss in a lower house little hope of improved support ratings, forming a consensus with the opposition.coalition partner Komeito would need to 

Israel, Syria leaders agree 
on ceasefire: US envoy
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s visit to China, his Aritifical Inteligence usesAritifical Inteligence uses
first since the 2020 border clashes, marks a cautious yet At the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation’s foreign 
deliberate recalibration of India-China ties. In talks with ministers’ meeting, Jaishankar extended the conversation 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, Jaishankar’s tone was to the global stage. India called out terrorism 
forward-looking and frank. Coming as the two countries unequivocally, citing the Pahalgam attack as a test for the 
mark 75 years of diplomatic relations, the visit SCO’s founding values. He also laid out a pragmatic 
underscored both the opportunities for engagement and roadmap: more trade, better transit, support for the North-
the urgency of addressing unresolved issues. South Transport Corridor involving Russia and Iran, and 

People-centric initiatives such as resumption of the Kailash adherence to territorial integrity. On Afghanistan, India 
Mansarovar Yatra and enhanced flight connectivity signal urged the SCO to step up development aid. Regional 
a thaw after five years of diplomatic frost. Beyond this, responsibility, Jaishankar stressed, must not take a 
Jaishankar emphasised the core priority for taking the ties backseat to geopolitical calculations.His message to 
to a meaningful plane: peace and stability along the Line of Beijing and the region was cooperative: trust must be reminders of regional interdependence that require 
Actual Control.  While recent steps towards rebuilt, differences managed, and competition kept from transparency and trust to thrive. That is why differences 
disengagement are encouraging, India continues to press becoming conflict. Stability and strategic maturity are need to be addressed and prevented from escalating into 
for complete de-escalation. Jaishankar also flagged trade essential for a shared future in a multipolar world. India disputes. This is not just vital for bilateral stability; it’s 
restrictions and barriers to market access as impediments and China, as two major civilisational powers and rising essential for regional peace. A predictable India-China 
to genuine economic cooperation. He called for the economies, can do far more together to contribute to that relationship will shape the broader Asian security 
resumption of hydrological data-sharing and broader future. Rebuilding trust and addressing mutual concerns architecture and aid India’s efforts to navigate an 
trans-border cooperation regarding rivers. These are with sincerity will not only benefit both nations.increasingly multipolar world with more strategic space.

Time to enable 
India's own Big 4 

consultancies

India needs friends to turn the tide

finally zeroing in on hydraulic failure. tracked by India’s Integrated Air Command and plans”. While the UK defence ministry has publicly From the moment a British F-35B made an 
Control System—despite being ‘invisible’ to radar. forecast a whole-life programme cost of £18.76 emergency landing at the Thiruvananthapuram It was eventually shifted to an isolated hangar. 
This is also because, as Navy Lookout, an billion, the NAO’s estimate is £71 billion. The International Airport more than a month ago, there Twenty-four British personnel —-14 technical 
‘independent Royal Navy news and analysis’ NAO also said only one-third of the UK F-35 fleet has been a re-evaluation of the US-made 4.5- experts from the Royal Air Force (RAF) and 10 
platform, reported, “The Aircraft Signature “was available to perform at least one of seven generation stealth fighter, and a silent but roiling ground crew—are now trying to repair the breach, 
Assessment Facility needed to verify and maintain possible required missions in 2024 against the global upset in the $60.2-billion aerospace and so to speak. Hydraulics, however, seems to be one 
the aircraft’s stealth characteristics, was originally MOD’s target”.defence industry.This aerial sector in the of the more minor issues besetting the aircraft. 
due in 2021 but will not be available until the international arms industry is estimated to hit $75.5 There are reports that, after a month of trying to ‘fix Damning as this revelation is, it is in step with 

billion by 2030—an increase by a quarter from now the fubared’ (to employ military colloquialism), America’s paranoia about the F-35. In 
caused by military aircraft escalating performance the technicians might have to dismantle it and January 2023, the Pentagon barred all Israeli 
by AI-enhanced design and the use of rare, cart it off in a giant C-17 Globemaster military pilots who had a foreign passport from flying 
exorbitantly-priced composite materials. transport plane.There are no CCTVs in the the F-35I Adir fighters. Israel has long had a 

hangar or outside. Discussions between the dual citizenship policy, and many IDF The F-35 is apparently at the very cutting-edge of 
repair facility and F-35B’s primary operating personnel have foreign passports. (A technology, although its abilities are reportedly, in 
base at RAF Marham in Norfolk, England are Shiluv/Ipanel survey in 2016 for the Channel some fundamental aspects, more manufacturer-
carried out on uneavesdroppable secure satellite 2 news channel found 17 percent of Israelis driven mystique than real. Nonetheless, it remains 
communication. There are no Indian personnel with foreign passports—and, surprisingly, 56 the most guarded piloted aerial weapon in 
anywhere in the vicinity.None of this is going percent desiring one.)Included in the US’s existence, its digitalisation and technology—all F-
well for the credibility of the F-35. There is a lot stipulation was that all F-35 ground 35 fuselages are assembled at a facility in 
in the US riding on an undisturbed view of the F- crew—avionics technicians, weapons California—shrouded in impenetrable American 
35 as invulnerable. The profits of Lockheed loaders, fuellers, maintenance personnel (in ownership rights. In more ways than one, the jet is 
Martin, whose dependability has taken a hit charge of electricals, hydraulics, engines, treated as an undeclared American national 2030s.”So badly is the UK hamstrung that, in a July 
because of long delayed contractual deliveries of airframes), emergency responders, etc—also hold treasure.And treasure means inaccessibility. This is 11report titled The UK’s F-35 capability, its 
the F-35 series—both to the US and other only an Israeli passport.The degree of paranoia is what happened with the F-35B—-the second- independent National Audit Office (NAO) headed 
militaries—and the reputation of the US mindboggling. It imagines, first, that only ‘pure’ generation of F-35s—-that plonked down on June by the Comptroller and Auditor General said the F-
administration, which has been flacking the F-35’s Israelis should be allowed to fly the F-35, even 14 at Thiruvananthapuram. Initially, the British 35 “global programme has had a series of issues 
sale since the National Export Initiative that was though some of the first pilots in the Israeli Air refused to let any Indian technician—-or security which have delayed production and hindered 
part of the Obama Doctrine, depends on the Force , which was founded in 1948, were foreign personnel—approach it on the tarmac. This logistical support while technology upgrade and 
unassailability of this fighterjet.But this might volunteers. In any case, the force today has only a distancing continued for weeks while the support costs have also increased markedly over 
already have been in question. The ‘stealth’ British tiny handful of pilots with dual citizenship—and southwest monsoon rains pelted down. The $109- recent years”. In its view, “the capability achieved 
F-35, reportedly on a routine flight outside the none among the 400 reservist pilots, 300 of who are million aircraft just stood in the open until July 6 for the estimated £11 billion spent to date is a 
Indian Air Defence Identification Zone, was fighter pilots.while the UK tried to fathom what had gone wrong, disappointing return so far compared with MoD 

Jaishankar in China: A recalibration for regional stability

The global consulting business, worth $250-300 
billion, is dominated by the Big 4 audit firms plus 
McKinsey, BCG and Bain. Let’s call them the Big 
7. While the balance sheets of these firms are 
opaque, estimates suggest that their revenue from 
consulting (excluding audit) in India alone is to the 
tune of $5-6 billion and is growing rapidly. Even 
though a lot of public attention is focused on the 
audit business, the consulting business is a factor 
of magnitude larger.Interestingly, this is an 
industry where Indians thrive worldwide, 
including in the Big 7. Yet, there are no large 
Indian consultancies that can rival the Big 7. Here, 
we explore the factors that constrain the 
emergence of large Indian consultancies to 
compete globally. Quite apart from the economic 
case, this is also a national security issue. If all 
expertise is outsourced, the dependence can be 
weaponised. In 2023, for instance, it was reported 
that a Big 7 firm leaked confidential Australian 
government information to US companies, 
leading to multiple investigations.The current 
framework in India has three constraints that 
perpetuate the dominance of the Big 7. The first set 
of challenges relate to government contracts that 
account for 40 percent of the market. We found 
that restrictive clauses prevent domestic firms 
from meeting the eligibility criteria. Excessive 
balance-sheet thresholds, for example, prevent 
domestic firms from even competing. Consider a 
January 2025 request for proposal worth ?1.3 
crore from the industries and mines department of 
a state government to hire management 
consultants. Its pre-qualification criteria required 
a consulting revenue of ?21-50 crore over the last 
three years, between 200-300 consultants on the 
payroll, plus experience of having done at least 
five government projects worth over ?5 crore 
(almost four times the project value). Such 
conditions make it very difficult for most Indian 
f i rms to qual i fy.Ari t i f ical  Intel igence 
usesAritifical Inteligence usesAnother major 
issue is that the technical track record is evaluated 
at the firm level, and not the individual level. This 
benefits the incumbent Big 7 and not the 
individuals who worked on the projects. If the 
same people move to an Indian firm or start a firm 
of their own, their past credentials are not counted 
in evaluating technical expertise in bids for 
government contracts.The government was aware 
of similar issues in the audit business. The prime 
minister exhorted Indian chartered accountants to 
build their own Big 4 firms in his July 2017 
address to the Institute of Chartered Accountants 
of India (ICAI). Then, in April 2021, the RBI 
issued a circular to diversify the auditing of 
financial institutions. This has led to significantly 
higher participation by Indian firms. However, 
similar efforts by the government to support 
domestic firms in consulting have had limited 
success. In 2017, the central government issued a 
Public Procurement (Preference to Make in India) 
Order, giving preference to local service 
providers. However, the definition of ‘local 
content’ in the order is so loose that the Big 7 
qualify simply because they hire Indian staff or 
have Indian proxy firms. 

The second structural constraint that holds back 
Indian consultancies is the lack of an enabling 
framework for multi-disciplinary partnerships 
(MDPs) that can match the full-service 
capabilities of foreign firms. The big obstacle to 
MDPs comes from professional regulatory bodies 
such as the ICAI, the Bar Council of India and the 
Institute of Actuaries, which either prohibit 
clubbing of Indian expertise or impose prohibitory 
restrictions that defeat the purpose.

The new era of warfare features drones, satellites, guided Pakistan’s post-Partition hangover and the multiple losses IS the Kashmir issue ‘resolved’? The transition from the 
missiles and what not. The ramifications will not be it has suffered in the four wars, along with its vested brink of an all-out war to this moment of peace and quiet 
limited to remote border regions but will be felt across the interests, commits it to carry on trying to acquire has been sudden. Two nuclear powers moved from 
whole nation — we must be ready for this. Kashmir.Earlier, it was through aiding and abetting bombing each other, deploying drones, fighter jets and 

terrorism, which was a methodology well learned and navies, and mobilising army formations to an abrupt The Ministr of External Affairs (MEA) put its annual report 
developed by the ISI while assisting the US in building the ceasefire and mutual claims of victory.To the on its website on July 11. The report said India would not 
Afghan Taliban. The ISI used it to try and tie up Indian uninformed, the skirmish would be bewildering, given compromise on issues relating to national security and 
resources in a shadow war, hit morale, keep the issue alive the initial scope and scale followed by the sudden would take firm and decisive steps to deal with all 
and deliver defeat through a thousand cuts.cessation — were both sides just testing new weapons attempts to undermine its security and territorial 

and casing each other out? To any old hand, it’s another integrity. However, Pakistan’s attitude has not changed So, what happens when the next Pahalgam or its equivalent 
scene from an old play with a louder chorus. Since even after the recent deterrent action. occurs? Will it be a full-scale war, as declared? Will it be a 
Independence, we have fought four wars and have had similar limited skirmish? Will we get played by The tone and tenor of its Army Chief, Field Marshal Asim 
numerous skirmishes with Pakistan. The Partition was on mischievous elements hoping to profit from conflict? It is Munir, has become more belligerent, and he repeatedly 
communal lines, and that bloody conflagration has been a given that in view of the changed policy, we will have to describes Kashmir as Pakistan’s jugular vein. He has 
the bedrock of hatred on which much of the subsequent always maintain a high level of readiness in all important been encouraged by US President Donald Trump, who 
conflicts have been based.Jammu & Kashmir is the only theatres. We will have to ensure that our Army meets the hosted him for lunch at the White House. The Pakistan 
Muslim-majority state-turned-UT in India, and Pakistan optimum requirement standards in terms of manpower, Air Force Chief was invited to the Pentagon, where he 
desires Kashmir. The fact that along with firepower, surveillance systems, technology, 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK), it is etc as we climb this ladder of escalation.
located strategically at the confluence of The Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal AP 
four nations (Afghanistan, Pakistan, China Singh, has been complaining from the day he 
and India) makes it even more desirable.The took over that he does not have even the 
Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), sanctioned strength of squadrons. He has also 
often referred to as the new Silk Road, has argued that indigenous production is 
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor as its lackadaisical, and we have to buy ‘off the 
fulcrum, connecting Xinjiang to Gwadar counter’ as time is of the essence. The Navy 
through PoK. This corridor opens Central appears to be better off, but constant upgrades 
Asian countries and onwards to Europe are necessary.
through direct land routes for Chinese trade. Even the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), Gen 
It furthermore connects China to the Middle Anil Chauhan, has stated that India cannot 
East with a much shorter sea route through win modern wars with outdated weapons. He 
Gwadar. Chinese contracts and investments has underscored the need to adopt future-
in the BRI totalled $124 billion with over ready technology, primarily through 
176 deals in the first six months of this year, indigenous development. Policies must be 
bringing the total investment in this initiative built on equipment platforms available and 
to $1.3 trillion. The highest investments those to be procured.
have been in Africa and Central Asia As India grows and tries to find its place at the 
(Financial Times, July 17).No wonder the global high table, so do the powers which feel 
Chinese have repeatedly declared their threatened by us — it is the way of things. We conferred with the top brass of the US Air Force. The 
unequivocal support to the Pakistani state. We witnessed must be very watchful on the diplomatic front. We cannot American President has also tried to hyphenate India and 
this friendship during the recent confrontation. Chinese- always act unilaterally, and we need friends and allies. Pakistan while claiming credit for the ceasefire (which 
made fighter planes, missiles, communication and During the recent conflict, we did not receive support from was purely a bilateral affair between the DGMOs of India 
surveillance satellites and security systems were our neighbours or any of the major world powers. Pakistan and Pakistan).On the economic front, the World Bank and 
reportedly used.To those sections of the media and had solid backing of China and Turkiye.We will have to the IMF, nudged by the US, have approved loans for 
intelligentsia referring to Pakistan as a bankrupt state and take a deep dive into our foreign policy and not listen to Pakistan. The Financial Action Task Force has also let 
a pushover — welcome to the real world of geopolitics. MEA’s platitudes; this requires work at the highest Pakistan off the hook by not including it on the defaulters’ 
Pakistan is like those business firms which are in Chapter political and bureaucratic levels. The matter brooks no list. In the face of these developments, Prime Minister 
11 (Bankruptcy Code) but know how to market delay, and we must decide on the interim and long-term Narendra Modi has made our stand clear. There is no 
themselves to potential suitors while juggling their measures.ambiguity about it that India’s policy stance has been 
debtors and gaming the system — they do it well. We must understand the enemy, or rather, enemies, their revised and every act of terror would be consiered an act 

The scale of armed conflict has escalated from artillery friends and their capabilities. We must accept that in this of war and will be dealt with as such.Where do we go 
duels to far more complex theatres of war. Now, there is matter, we are virtually alone at the moment, and it would from here in the light of the above discussion and the 
no longer the odd headline about an exchange of fire in be difficult to face this humongous task without friends attitude of Pakistan and its friends? Further provocation 
Poonch and Rajouri and the ebb and flow of its intensity. and adequate resources for our armed forces.is more than likely in Kashmir or elsewhere in India. 

We must ensure that our Army meets the optimum requirement standards in terms of manpower, firepower and technology.

At the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation’s foreign ministers’ meeting, Jaishankar extended the conversation to the global stage. India 

called out terrorism unequivocally, citing the Pahalgam attack as a test for the SCO’s founding values

Production delays, poor logistical support, and rising maintenance costs were already causing headaches for F-35 users when a British jet made an emergency landing in 
Thiruvananthapuram. Over a month on, the jet remains grounded, shining more light on the deeper troubles plaguing this US ‘national treasure’

F-35 woes no longer in stealth mode
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ZThe ACC meeting is 
scheduled to be held on July 
24

ZBCCI and other members 
have decided to boycott the 
meeting

ZMohsin Naqvi is adamant 
about holding the meeting in 
Dhaka

NEWS BOX

The Tigers will be looking to bounce back Zaman and Faheem Ashraf have also been 
from their 0-3 defeat to Pakistan in the recalled to the squad. Notably, Babar Azam, 
previous away T20I series.Pakistan, Mohammad Rizwan, and Shaheen Shah 

Afridi have been rested for the series.Litton 
Das (capt), Tanzid Hasan, Parvez Hossain 
Emon, Mohammad Naim, Towhid Hridoy, 
Jaker Ali, Shamim Hossain, Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz, Rishad Hossain, Mahedi Hasan, 
Nasum Ahmed, Taskin Ahmed, Mustafizur 
Rahman, Shoriful Islam, Tanzim Hasan 
Sakib, Mohammad SaifuddinPakistan

Salman Ali Agha (capt), Abrar Ahmed, 
Ahmed Daniyal, Faheem Ashraf, Fakhar 
Zaman, Hassan Nawaz, Hussain Talat, meanwhile, have made several changes to 
Khushdil Shah, Mohammad Abbas Afridi, their lineup. Pacer Ahmed Daniyal, who 
Mohammad Haris (wk), Mohammad impressed for Peshawar Zalmi in the 2025 New Delhi. (Agency)
Nawaz, Sahibzada Farhan (wk), Saim Ayub, Pakistan Super League (PSL), has earned Bangladesh and Pakistan are set to face off in 
Salman Mirza, Sufyan Moqimhis maiden T20I call-up. In four PSL a bilateral T20I series beginning Sunday, 

When to watch Bangladesh vs Pakistan T20I matches, Daniyal claimed six wickets at an July 20. All three matches will be played at 
series live in India?Matches in the series economy rate of 8.93, including a three-the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in 
between Bangladesh and Pakistan will start wicket haul. He also contributed with the MirpurBangladesh, led by Litton Das, have 
at 5:30 PM IST, 06:00 PM local time and 12 bat, scoring 24 runs at an average of 24 and a retained the same squad that secured a 2–1 
PM GMT.strike rate of 171.42.Veterans Fakhar series win over Sri Lanka earlier this month. 

teased Smriti Mandhana by dropping Palash 
Muchhal’s name into the conversation. As 
part of his signature banter, Mr. Nags asked 
if there were any “plus points” in her life — 
before cheekily twisting the phrase to 
“Palash points.Caught off guard, the 28-
year-old Mandhana laughed and responded, 
“What is Palash?” Mr. Nags didn’t miss a 
beat, quipping, “You tell me, what is Palash? 
You turn into Balash (blushing) when I 
mention Palash.”

Mandhana, a core member of RCB since the 
inaugural season of the Women’s Premier 
League (WPL), couldn’t contain her 
laughter. Turning away from the camera, she 

New Delhi. (Agency) chuckled, “Marwayega ye mereko” — 
Smriti Mandhana had a sweet response after Hindi for “He’s going to get me into 

biggest cheerleader and praising her for her rumored boyfriend, Palash Muchhal, trouble.”Mandhana is currently set to play in 
being his source of strength.wished her a happy birthday. On Friday, her second T20I against England on 

Palash wrote, “From the very start, you’ve July 19, Mandhana celebrated her 29th Saturday, July 19 at the Lord’s Cricket 
been my calm in the chaos, my biggest birthday and received heartfelt wishes from Ground. Mandhana scored 28 runs in the 
cheerleader, and the most inspiring soul I teammates and members of the cricketing first ODI at the Rose Bowl in Southampton 
know — on the field and off it, You’ve community.Currently in England for an before Lauren Bell dismissed her.
shown me what grace under pressure looks ODI series against Nat Sciver-Brunt’s side, Mandhana also became only the second Indian 
like & what quiet strength truly is. Happiest Mandhana is representing India. Amid the woman after Mithali Raj to reach the 
BirthdayMr Nags teases Smriti Mandhanacelebrations, Palash Muchhal — brother of landmark of 4500 ODI runs. She also 

Earlier this year on the RCB Insider Show, playback singer Palak Muchhal — shared a completed 1000 partnership runs in ODIs 
Danish Sait (a.k.a. Mr. Nags) playfully warm message, calling Mandhana his with the talented Pratika Rawal.

Smriti Mandhana sends hearts with adorable 
reply on Palash Muchhal's birthday wish

New Delhi. (Agency)
17-year-old Farhan Ahmed was on fire as he 

picked up a hat-trick in Nottinghamshire’s 
T20 Blast match against Lancashire on 
Friday, July 18, at Trent Bridge in 
Nottingham. He dismissed Luke Wood, 
Tom Aspinwall, and Mitchell Stanley, 
finishing with impressive figures of 4-0-25-
5.At 17 years and 147 days old, Farhan - the 
younger brother of England spinner Rehan 
Ahmed - became the second-youngest 
player to take a hat-trick in T20 
cricket.Earlier in the match, Farhan also 
claimed the wickets of Lancashire captain 
Keaton Jennings and T20 veteran Chris 
Green. Thanks to his exceptional bowling, 
Nottinghamshire bowled Lancashire out for 
126 runs in 20 overs.Nottinghamshire went 
on to win by four wickets, although Tom 
Moores earned the Player of the Match 
award for his impressive 75-run innings. 

Despite their win and Farhan’s outstanding 
performance, Nottinghamshire failed to 
qualify for the quarterfinals.In the ongoing 
T20 Blast, Farhan has taken eight wickets 
from six matches at an economy rate of 
8.09.

Farhan Ahmed rising rapidly
Last year, Farhan made headlines as 

Nottinghamshire’s youngest first-class 
cricketer at just 16 years and 189 days old. 
On his debut, he took seven wickets for 140 
runs against Surrey at Trent Bridge. He 
went on to become the youngest player in 
England’s first-class cricket history to take 
10 wickets in a match - also setting the 
record for the youngest player in County 
Championship history to achieve a 10-
wicket haul.Across 13 first-class matches 
and 21 innings so far, Farhan has taken 38 
wickets, including two four-wicket hauls, 
one five-wicket haul, and one 10-wicket 
haul.Farhan was also part of the England 
squad for the 2024 U19 World Cup, where 
he took five wickets in four games at an 
economy rate of 3.22.

member boards decided to personally requested a change in 
boycott the Asian Cricket venue, but there has been no 
Council (ACC) meeting if it is response so far," the source told 
held in Dhaka. The ACC India Today.According to ACC's 
meeting is scheduled to be constitution, any decision made 
held on July 24 in the capital at the meeting in Dhaka without 
of Bangladesh.A top source the participation of key member 
told India Today that the BCCI boards could be deemed invalid. 
has officially informed both This has raised concerns about a 
the ACC and Pakistan Cricket potential deadlock on the hosting 
Board (PCB) chairperson of the Asia Cup.Sources have 
Mohsin Naqvi that it would further suggested that Naqvi's 
not participate in the meeting insistence on keeping the 
if it was held in Dhaka. The meeting in Dhaka was being 
decision stems from the perceived as an attempt to exert 
strained political relations undue pressure on India over 
b e t w e e n  I n d i a  a n d  Asia Cup matters.With only five ACC chairperson Mohsin Naqvi is said to be 
Bangladesh.Cricket boards of Sri Lanka, days left for the scheduled meeting, no adamant about holding the meeting in New Delhi. (Agency) 
Oman, and Afghanistan have also backed official communication has been made by Dhaka.STORIES YOU MA"The BCCI has  Uncertainty over the 2025 edition of the Asia 
India, citing similar reservations about the the ACC regarding any venue change, clearly communicated its stance to both the Cup looms large after the Board of Control 
venue. Despite the mounting opposition, leaving the future of the Asia Cup uncertain.ACC and chairperson Naqvi. They have also for Cricket in India (BCCI) and several other 

SPORTS

smaller clubs like Northamptonshire, first-class counties to look to the future rather the legends of the game and coaches and they 
Leicestershire and Derbyshire are hugely than simply survive from one summer to the come back better players.The IPL is not 
reliant on the funding from the parent body -- next," said former England captain Michael going to move and it's not going to get any 
the England and Wales Cricket Board Vaughan in the report."I would like to see smaller, so the game is going to accelerate," 
(ECB).The sale of equity in the eight counties being transparent with each other he said, referring to the money pumped in by 
franchises of The Hundred is expected to the IPL teams.Stuart Cain, CEO of 
raise approximately 520 million pounds, a Warwickshire County Cricket Club, 
part of which would be shared with the believes the fresh influx of cash in 
county clubs.The ECB decided to sell English cricket will help all 18 counties 
stakes of the eight franchises ahead of The but in the long run they need to develop 
Hundred's fifth season that begins on multiple revenue streams.”In its simplest 
August 5, day after the conclusion of the form, that money will help red-ball 
Test series between India and England. cricket and T20 cricket thrive in all the 

counties, not just the eight franchises Four out of the eight teams have attracted 
where there are teams."So, if you're a investments from IPL franchise owners 
Worcestershire or Northamptonshire or connected to Mumbai Indians (49 per cent New Delhi. ((Agency)
Leicestershire where you don't have a of Oval Invincibles), Sunrisers Hyderabad  Will the investment by IPL owners in The 

Hundred team, but you have that money, you and sharing knowledge about what works for (100 per cent of Northern Supercharges), Hundred competition ease the financial 
can build better stadiums, which will attract them. Sometimes petty rivalries prevent that Delhi Capitals (49 per cent of Southern struggles of the majority of 18 county clubs 
more fans, give them a better experience. So, from happening and divisions between the Brave) and Lucknow Super Giants (70 per in England? It is a "make or break" question 
they want to come back again," Cain told Test host counties and the others develop."cent of Manchester Originals).The other four facing the struggling clubs in the county 
PTI."It allows you then to create more teams -- Welsh Fire, Birmingham Phoenix, In a separate interaction with PTI, Vaughan circuit right now.According to the recently-
money, which you can invest in the squad, London Spirit, Trent Rockets -- have drawn said the fresh investments into The Hundred released Leonard Curtis Cricket Finance 
which means that you can employ better red-huge sums from American investors.The would help England produce better Report, the gap between the top clubs and the 
ball players. If we can make it even more eight counties hosting The Hundred teams, cricketers."There is an expectation that it's smaller ones is widening with the big three -- 
attractive through the investment from The including the hosts of Test matches in the (Hundred investments) going to help County Surrey, Lancashire and Warwickshire -- 
Hundred money, then I think that the 18 summer, are sitting pretty but the majority of cricket. What it does do is help England generating 44 per cent of the total revenue of 
counties will all benefit and the game in the remaining 12 face an existential produce better players because some of our all 18 first-class counties in 2023.The 
general will benefit.”threat."The Hundred money allows the 18 players go to the IPL and mix with some of 

Asia Cup 2025 in limbo as India refuses to 
attend meet in Bangladesh: Sources

Will IPL money via The Hundred rescue 
financially struggling county cricket clubs

Bangladesh vs Pakistan T20I series Live 
Streaming: Squads and all you need to know

New Delhi. (Agency) 
Former Australia captain Greg Chappell believes 

Shubman Gill has displayed greatness with the 
bat and shown glimpses of his potential as a 
young captain, but said his real test begins now 
with India trailing 1-2 in the five-match Test 
series against England.India lost the third Test 
against England at Lord's by 22 runs to go 1-2 
down in the series.The two teams will face off 
in the fourth Test of the Anderson-Tendulkar 
Trophy at Manchester starting July 23.

"As India prepare for the final two Tests of their 
series in England, the spotlight now shines 
firmly on their 25-year-old captain Shubman 
Gill. A bright young talent, he has shown 
greatness with the bat and glimpses of 
leadership potential, but this moment will 
define his trajectory as a Test captain.

"It's not an easy environment in which to grow, 
but it's the one he's in - and the stakes couldn't 
be higher," Chappell wrotein his column in 
ESPNcricinfo.com.Chappell wants Gill to set 
the tone for the side with his actions."Gill must 

define what sort of team he wants India to be. 
The captain sets the tone - not just with words, 
but with actions, clarity of purpose, and visible 
standards."That means demanding discipline 
in the field. India cannot afford to slip back into 
being a poor fielding side. The best teams are 
superb in the field. They don't give easy runs. 
They don't drop chances," he wrote.Chappell 
wants Gill to be firm in picking the side he feels 
can win a match for him."The selectors and Gill 
must pick and stick. He must identify the core 
group of players he trusts, lay out a clear game 
plan, and communicate individual roles within 
it. Every player should know what is expected 
of them and where they fit in."Too often, in 
teams that struggle, players are left to work it 
out for themselves. That can't be left to chance 
at this level," the Australian great wrote.

Chappell said a captain should be a good 
communicator and its high time Gill should 
adopt that quality.”Great captains are great 
communicators. Gill must become one - and 
quickly. Whether it's at training, in the middle 
or in the dressing room during a break - clear, 
calm communication is essential.

Shubman Gill's real test 
starts now with India 

trailing 1-2, says Chappell

New Delhi. (Agency)

BERN: Spain ended Switzerland's dreamy 
midsummer run through its home 
Women's European Championship in a 2-0 
win in the quarterfinals on Friday despite 
missing two penalty kicksSwiss resistance 
was broken by the world champion's two 
goals in a five-minute spell midway 
through the second half.Athenea Del 
Castillo slotted in a shot from Aitana 
Bonmatí's flicked assist in the 66th, just 
four minutes after coming off the bench, 
and Clàudia Pina curled a shot from the 
edge of the penalty area in the 71st.

Spain will play France or Germany in the 
semifinals next Wednesday in Zurich. The 
winner will face defending champion 
England or Italy in the July 27 final at St. 
Jakob-Park, Basel."These players are 
making history," Spain coach Montse 
Tomé said.Her team sang on the field in 
their celebratory team photo after reaching 
the semifinals for the first time in 28 years.

Spain has a tournament-leading 16 goals yet 
could not score from the spot.Mariona 
Caldentey skewed her penalty badly wide 
in the ninth minute and Alexia Putellas' 
shot was saved by Livia Peng in the 88th.

Switzerland's spirited young team gave its 
noisy home fans hope of a stunning upset, 
even more so after Caldentey's bad miss 
was greeted by a grateful roar in the sold-
out Wankdorf Stadium.”We had some luck 
but the world champions Spain were too 
good for us today," Switzerland coach Pia 
Sundhage said.

Spain also struck the posts of Switzerland's 
goal three times including in back-to-back 
chances in a frantic scramble at a corner in 
the 60th.

England spinner's 17-year-
old brother lights up T20 

Blast with hat-trick

Euro 2025: Spain 
ruthlessly ends 

Switzerland's spirited run 
in quarterfinals

Pakistan and Bangladesh will 
lock horns in 3 T20Is

ZAhmed Daniyal earned his 
maiden T20I call-up

ZBangladesh have retained their 
squad from their series win vs 
Sri Lanka

Smriti Mandhana celebrated her 
29th birthday on Friday, and 
Palash Mucchal shared an 
adorable birthday wish for her. 
Mandhana is currently 
participating in the ODI series 
against England.

The Hundred is expected to 
raise approximately 520 million 
pounds

ZSmaller counties rely heavily on 
ECB for their funding

ZIPL owners have recently 
invested in The Hundred
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Amazon lays off  hundreds from AWS 
despite 17% revenue rise
Microsoft cuts 9,000 jobs amid rising 
AI infrastructure costs
Google offers voluntary exit 
programme, avoids forced layoffs

interest income of Rs 7,596 crore, 30, 2025. Its provision coverage ratio  New Delhi. (Agency)   
Yes Bank Q1 Results: Yes Bank on down 1.6% from Rs 7,719 crore (PCR) saw an increase to 80.2%.The 

Saturday reported a 59% year-on- lender’s net interest margin 
year jump in its standalone net (NIM) stood at 2.5%, showing a 
profit to Rs 801 crore for the first year-on-year increase, aided by a 
quarter  ended June 2025,  reduction in deposits due to PSL 
according to a regulatory filing. shortfall and a decrease in SA 
Its net interest income, which is rates, though this was somewhat 
the difference between interest countered by the impact of 
earned and interest expended, rose repricing.Yes Bank disbursed Rs 
by just 5.7% to Rs 2,371 crore 5,224.41 crore in interest during 
d u r i n g  A p r i l - J u n e  2 0 2 5 ,  the reported quarter, compared to 
benefiting from a decrease in the Rs 5,475 crore in the same period 
cost of funds.Its net profit had last year, reflecting a decrease of 
stood at Rs 502 crore in the 4.6%.recorded in the corresponding quarter 

Yes Bank’s Advances increased by 5% corresponding quarter last year.On a last year.Meanwhile, non-interest 
YoY to Rs 2.41 lakh crore, on the back quarter-on-quarter basis, Yes Bank’s income rose by 10.9% to Rs 1,739 
of a 19% jump in commercial banking profit after tax (PAT) increased over crore.Yes Bank’s asset quality 
and an 11.2% rise in the micro banking 8%, up from Rs 738 crore in the remained constant. Its gross non-
sector. Its retail advances increased by January-March 2025 quarter. performing assets (GNPA) stood at 

The private sector lender generated an only 0.3%.1.6% and net NPA at 0.3% as of June 

India in talks with US teams to conclude fifth 
round of  talks for proposed trade pact: Official

On July 14, 24K gold was priced around 
?9,988 per gram, falling to ?9,933 by July 
17, and recovering marginally to 
?9,934–9,938 by July 18. On the Multi 
Commodity Exchange (MCX), gold 
futures for August hovered around 
?97,559 per 10 grams. Globally, gold 
prices held near $3,344 per ounce but 
ended the week around 0.5% lower due to 
stronger US economic data and a firm 
dollar.Silver:

Silver outperformed other precious metals, 
New Delhi. (Agency)  continuing its sharp rally. Prices surged to 

CHENNAI: During the week of July 14 to ?114,875 per kg during the week, with 
18, the Indian rupee saw a mild gains supported by strong industrial 
depreciation while commodity markets demand and investor interest. Silver has 
remained volatile, with silver continuing been one of the best-performing assets in 

range of 85.98–86.15 throughout the $130–140 per barrel if Russian supplies its strong upward trend and crude oil 2025 so far, outpacing gold in returns.
week, with low volatility. Persistent are disrupted. India has continued to staying elevated due to global supply In conclusion, the rupee traded weak but foreign fund outflows and global dollar diversify its oil import sources to mitigate concerns.The Indian rupee weakened stable, closing near 86.14/US Dollar, strength contributed to the rupee’s price shocks. Though exact price slightly against the US dollar over the while crude oil remained elevated on subdued performance.Crude oil prices movements varied daily, overall week. It started around 85.97 on July 14 supply concerns. Gold saw mild profit-stayed firm amid geopolitical concerns. sentiment remained cautious due to and closed near 86.14 on July 18, booking even as prices remained steady, Indian Oil Minister Hardeep Singh Puri potential supply constraints.reflecting a depreciation of about 10–15 and silver rallied sharply, driven by warned that prices could spike to Gold prices softened slightly over the week. paise. The currency remained in a narrow industrial demand and bullish sentiment.

Weekly Review: Rupee slips marginally, 
commodities trade volatile

Apple Ships $5-Billion iPhones From India In Q1 
FY26, India's Smartphone Exports Hit $7 Billion

New Delhi(Agency).
 Shangri-La Asia has named Kuok Hui Kwong as 

its new CEO starting August 1, ending the 
leadership gap since December 2022 when the 
previous CEO, Lim Beng Chee, stepped down. 
Lim is still on the board as a non-executive 
director. Kuok will now handle both the chair 
and CEO roles, which the company says will 
help keep its strategy and daily operations 
aligned.

Kuok, 47, has been part of Shangri-La’s 
leadership for years, joining the board in 2016 
and becoming chair in 2017. She had already 
stepped in quietly to lead the company after her 
brother stepped down last year, having served as 
deputy chair before that. She studied East Asian 
Studies at Harvard and is the sixth of eight 
children of Robert Kuok, the founder of 
Shangri-La and Malaysia’s richest man.Outside 
of hotels, she has worked in media, including as 
CEO of the South China Morning Post for a 
short time in 2012 before Alibaba bought the 
newspaper in 2015. She also held a board 
position at the Bangkok Post. Despite her senior 
roles, Kuok avoids the media and keeps a low 
profile.Kuok has a significant financial stake in 
Shangri-La, holding over 95 million shares and 
a stake in Kerry Group, a major shareholder of 
Shangri-La. She currently earns a base salary of 
HK$576,000 (around US$73,000) per month, 
with bonuses and pension benefits.Shangri-La 
Asia runs over 100 hotels globally under brands 
like Shangri-La, Kerry Hotels, JEN, and 
Traders, with assets worth US$13.2 billion. The 
Kuok family owns stakes in 77 of these 
properties, and the group also has businesses in 
wine, golf, and real estate.

In 2024, Shangri-La Asia’s revenue rose 2 percent 
to US$2.19 billion, but its profit fell by 12 
percent to US$161.4 million. Revenue grew in 
Hong Kong and the Philippines but was weaker 
in mainland China, Singapore, and the UK. By 
the end of 2023, Shangri-La had around 25,500 
employees, a small drop from the previous year, 
but the company avoided large layoffs even 
during the pandemic.

Now, with both strategy and daily operations 
under Kuok’s control, she is expected to guide 
Shangri-La’s recovery and growth while 
maintaining the company’s long-term vision.

BUSINESS

Meet Kuok Hui Kwong: 
Malaysia’s Richest Heiress 
Takes The Helm Of $2.19 

Billion Shangri-La Asia
New Delhi(Agency). America is negotiating trade deals with the WTO (World Trade Organization) 

a number of countries.Issues related to norms to impose retaliatory duties.New Delhi: India and the US teams have 
agriculture and automobiles are learnt concluded the fifth round of talks for The country is also seeking duty 
to have figured during the fifth round of the proposed bilateral trade agreement concessions for labour-intensive 
negotiations. Matters related to ways to (BTA) in Washington on July 17, an sectors, such as textiles, gems and 
deal with non-market economies, and official said.The negotiations were jewellery, leather goods, garments, 
SCOMET (Special  Chemicals,  held for four days (July 14-17) in plastics, chemicals, shrimp, oil seeds, 
Organisms, Materials, Equipment, and Washington.“The Indian team is grapes, and bananas in the proposed 
Technologies) also came up for coming back,” the official said. trade pact.On the other hand, the US 
discussions.India has hardened its wants duty concessions on certain India’s chief negotiator and special 
position on the US demand for duty industrial goods, automobiles, secretary in the department of 
concessions on agri and dairy products. especially electric vehicles, wines, commerce Rajesh Agrawal leads the 
New Delhi has, so far, not given any petrochemical products, and agri t e a m  f o r  n e g o t i a t i o n s . T h e s e  
duty concessions to any of its trading goods, dairy items, apples, tree nuts, deliberations are important as both 
partners in a free trade agreement in the and genetically modified crops.sides are looking at finalising an 
dairy sector.  Certain farmers’ interim trade deal before August 1, The two countries are looking to 
a s s o c i a t i o n s  h a v e  u rg e d  t h e  which marks the end of the suspension conclude talks for the first tranche of 
government not to include any issues period of the Trump tariffs imposed on the proposed bilateral trade agreement 
related to agriculture in the trade pact.dozens of countries including India (26 (BTA) by fall (September-October) 

India is seeking the removal of this per cent).On April 2 this year, US this year. Before that, they are looking 
additional tariff (26 per cent). It is also President Donald Trump announced for an interim trade pact.India’s 
seeking the easing of tariffs on steel these high reciprocal tariffs. The merchandise exports to the US rose 
and aluminium (50 per cent) and the implementation of high tariff was 22.8 per cent to USD 25.51 billion in 
auto (25 per cent) sectors. Against immediately suspended for 90 days till April-June quarter this fiscal year, 
these, India has reserved its right under July 9 and later till August 1 as while imports rose 11.

Adani group exits AWL Agri 
Business; sells remaining 
10.42 pc stake for Rs 
3,732 cr

New Delhi.  (Agency) 
Adani Group on Friday exited AWL Agri Business 

(formerly known as Adani Wilmar) by selling its 
remaining 10.42 per cent stake in the company for Rs 
3,732 crore through open market transactions, 
according to the BSE data.

Adani Commodities LLP (ACL), a subsidiary of Adani 
Enterprises, offloaded a total of 13,54,82,400 equity 
shares in 11 tranches on Friday, amounting to a 10.42 
per cent stake in AWL Agri Business, as per the block 
deal data on the BSE.The transaction was valued at 
around Rs 3,732.54 crore and executed at an average 
price of Rs 275.50 apiece.Meanwhile, Dubai-based 
Shajaeatan Investment FZCO purchased a little over 
11.07 crore equity shares, or 8.52 per cent in AWL 
Agri Business for Rs 3,049.99 crore.

Quant Mutual Fund (MF), IDFC MF, Bandhan MF, 
Jupiter Fund Management, Morgan Stanley Asia 
Singapore, US-based Susquehanna International 
Group, Franklin Templeton, Vanguard, and 
Singapore-based Duro Capital were among the 
buyers of AWL Agri Business shares on the BSE.

Shares of AWL Agri Business slipped 1.31 per cent to 
close at Rs 274.60 apiece on the BSE.On Thursday, 
billionaire Gautam Adani-promoted Adani Group 
said it has sold a 20 per cent stake in AWL Agri 
Business to Wilmar International Singapore for Rs 
7,150 crore, as part of its decision to exit the FMCG 
business and focus on the infrastructure vertical.

In January, ACL had already sold a 13.51 per cent stake 
in AWL through the offer for sale route, generating Rs 
4,855 crore.AWL Agri Business sells edible oil and 
other food products under Fortune brand.

In December last year, Adani Group had announced 
divestment of its entire 44 per cent stake in AWL to 
sharpen its focus on core infrastructure businesses.

During the 2024-25 fiscal, AWL Agri Business Ltd had 
posted a net profit of Rs 1,225.81 crore on a total 
income of Rs 63,910.28 crore.

New Delhi. (Agency).
RBL Bank on Saturday reported a 46.16 per cent year-

on-year decline in its net profit to Rs 200 crore for the 
first quarter ended June 30, 2025. However, it is 
significantly higher on a quarter-on-quarter basis as 
compared with the Rs 69 crore profit recorded in Q4 
FY25.Its net profit had stood at Rs 371.5 crore in the 
corresponding period last year.RBL Bank’s total 
standalone income stood at Rs 4,510 crore in Q1 
FY26, slightly up from Rs 4,476 crore in Q4 FY25. 
Interest income remained steady at Rs 3,441 crore, 
while other income, including fees, commissions, 
forex earnings, and investment gains, rose to Rs 
1,069 crore from Rs 1,000 crore in the previous 
quarter.Its operating profit before provisions stood at 
Rs 702.9 crore, down sequentially from Rs 861 crore 
but sharply lower than the Rs 859 crore posted in Q1 
Fy25.

Yes Bank Q1 Results: Net Profit Jumps 59% 
YoY to Rs 801 Crore, NII Up 5.7%

RBL Bank Q1 Results: Net 
Profit Declines 46% YoY To 
Rs 200 Crore, Recovery On 
QoQ

New Delhi in anticipation of new iPhone launches or about 38% of the total output. From to IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, ICEA  . (Agency) 

in September.Foxconn and Tata Lead being ranked 167th among export warned that such disruptions pose a risk Apple has exported over $5 billion worth 
the Export ChargeFoxconn contributed categories in FY15, smartphones have to India’s $32 billion export-linked of iPhones from India during the 
the majority of iPhone shipments in the now emerged as India’s third-largest electronics manufacturing and the gains April–June quarter of FY26, accounting 
quarter, with Tata Electronics — which export by FY25, trailing only made under the Production Linked for nearly 70% of the country’s total 
recently took over Pegatron’s engineering goods and petroleum Incentive (PLI) scheme.The industry smartphone exports, according to 
operations — also playing a significant describes these measures as prel iminary data  reviewed by 
role. A large portion of India-made “ca re fu l ly  ca l ib ra t ed"  Moneycontrol. This is a sharp rise from 
iPhones continues to be exported to the r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  around $3 billion in the same quarter 
US market.“Mobile phones have been impacting the import of last year, underscoring India’s growing 
one of the major success stories, and capital equipment, critical r o l e  i n  g l o b a l  e l e c t r o n i c s  
cont inuous  suppor t  f rom the  minerals, and Chinese skilled manufacturing.Fuelled by Apple’s 
government is needed, especially in technical personnel — ongoing production ramp-up via 
light of the targeted Chinese resources vital for scaling up Foxconn and Tata Electronics, India’s 
restrictions around capital equipment, electronics production.“The total smartphone exports crossed $7 
rare-earth minerals, and the availability i n t e r v e n t i o n s  b y  t h e  billion in the June quarter, marking over 
o f  sk i l l ed  Chinese  t echn ica l  Government will ensure 40% growth year-on-year from 
personnel," a Moneycontrol report supply chain continuity, approximately $5 billion in Q1 
cited an industry executive as enable technology transfers, FY25.While Apple’s iPhone exports products.China’s Informal Restrictions 
saying.The executive further noted that and—most importantly—preserve remained strong, they were slightly Raise Concerns
the entire $2 billion jump in India’s Ind i a ’s  compe t i t i venes s  a s  a  lower than the January-March quarter, The Indian Cellular and Electronics 
electronics exports in Q1 came solely manufacturing hub by keeping overall when shipments touched Rs 48,000 Association (ICEA), which represents 
from smartphones. manufacturing costs low," ICEA crore ($5.58 billion). That earlier spike major players including Apple, 

Smartphones Now India’s Third-Largest Chairman Pankaj Mohindroo wrote in was partially driven by Apple building Foxconn, Tata Electronics, Google, 
ExportIn FY25, India’s smartphone the letter, which was also sent to the inventory ahead of new U.S. import Dixon, Lava, Oppo, and Xiaomi, has 
production touched $64 billion, with Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry of tariffs effective April 2. A slight dip in raised alarms over China’s informal 
exports accounting for $24.1 billion — External Affairs, and DPIIT.Q1 is typical, as global demand softens trade restrictions.In a letter dated July 1 

New Delhi . (Agency) 
 If you just sold property and want to avoid the 12.5 

percent long-term capital gains tax, Section 54EC 
bonds might look tempting. These government-
backed bonds, available from REC, NHAI, PFC, 
and IRFC, let you invest up to Rs 50 lakh within six 
months of the sale and get a full exemption on your 
LTCG tax, which could otherwise cost you over Rs 
6.5 lakh.But this strategy has trade-offs that can 
quietly erode your wealth. The investment is 

locked in for five years: you cannot sell, pledge, or 
use the bonds as collateral during this period, or 
you lose the tax benefit. The interest rate is just 
5.25 percent per year, and the interest is fully 
taxable as per your slab. For those in the highest tax 
bracket, your net return could drop to around 3.75 
percent a year—barely outpacing savings or 
inflation.Further, if your capital gain is more than 
Rs 50 lakh, only the invested amount is exempt and 
the rest is taxed. Since 2018, Section 54EC only 
applies to gains from sale of land or building held at 
least 24 months, not shares or mutual funds. 
Minimum investment is Rs 10,000 per bond, and 
there is no tax deducted at source, but you must 
declare the interest when filing returns.These 
bonds are AAA-rated and considered safe, but are 
illiquid and may not suit those seeking higher 
returns or flexibility. You could also explore other 
exemptions like Section 54 (if you reinvest in 
residential property), which might offer better 
returns or more options, depending on your 
goals.In short, while 54EC bonds can save you a 
lump sum in taxes, you might end up with far lower 
returns than if you paid the tax and reinvested 
elsewhere. 

54EC Bonds: The Hidden 
Cost of  Dodging Capital 
Gains Tax—This ‘Safe’ 
Move Could Cost You Lakhs

The fifth round of  India-US bilateral trade agreement (BTA) talks concluded in Washington, D.C., on July 17th. Both nations aim to 
finalize an interim trade deal before August 1st, avoiding the reimplementation of  Trump-era tariffs.
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ShiftingShifting

It is easy to fall in 

love with sparkling 

silverware, well-

polished and winking 

in delight at its own 

splendour. But 

maintaining the 

pristine glow is a 

herculean task, 

especially in Mumbai 

where humidity levels 

are usually high.

Best kept 

sliver 
cleaning 
secrets

Anyone who has shifted homes will be able 
to tell you it is no easy task. The entire 
business is emotionally and physically 
taxing.
From hiring the best movers to telling 
goodbyes to friends, every step should be 
closely planned. Here are five simple steps 
which will help you move to your new home 
comfortably.

The A to Z list: 
Take time and prepare a checklist. Write 
down everything which needs to be done, 
from paying your newspaper boy to the list 
of people you need to say goodbye. It is easy 
to let something important slip away while 
you are having so much in your mind. A list 
will give you the confidence that you will 
not miss out on anything.

Plan your move in advance:
 The more time you have the easier the shift 
is. A gradual change is better than a last-
minute huff-puff. It not only gives you 
enough buffer time in case everything does 
not go according to plan but also helps you 
and your family to emotionally adjust to the 
fact that you are moving to a new home.

Talk to your children:
 Dealing with kids while shifting is one 
helluva task. Most of them will find leaving 
their friends and surrounding traumatic. Sit 
with them and tell them what will change 
and what will remain the same. Ask them to 
collect phone numbers and mail ids of their 
friends so that they can stay in touch. Talk to 
them about their new school and type of 
people they will come across. Involve them 
while packing up their bags and goodies so 
that they feel responsible and not left out.

Pack with care:

 Today packing is well taken care by professional 
movers. But that does not mean you should not be 
involved. Who would like to see their favourite 
vase broken during the moving process. Make sure 
everything is properly bundled and fragile items 
are well packed before loading. Consider taking 
your favourite items along with you in the car.

Be positive: 
Yes, shifting 
r e s i d e n c e  
w i l l  s a p  
y o u r  
energy. Do 
not let the 
grief of 
l eav ing  
y o u r  
h o m e  
a n d  
anxieti
e s  

a b o u t  t h e  n e w  
s u r r o u n d i n g s  
overwhelm you. Learn to 
take one day at `a time. 
Focus on the shift and hope 
for a good home and 
happiness. The positive 
energy will help you move 
forward without trouble.

5 Must dos while 

 home

The one thing that 
makes potluck parties a 
fun event is that it 
gives everyone an 
opportunity to involve 
in hosting the party. 
However, it requires 
some planning for sure. 

We give you 6 simple tips to hosting a 
successful potluck party 
Make a guest list 
To begin with, slot a day and time as per the 
convenience of everyone. A potluck party 
should have atleast 6 to 7 people or couples 
for it to be fun and memorable. The more the 

better. 
Let each one pick a dish 
Once you figure out the guest list, you can ask 
each member what they would like to prepare 
instead of you deciding the dish for everyone. 
Every individual has a speciality 
dish that he/she can cook well. Co-
ordination is a must to ensure 
there are a perfect number of 
appetizers, main course and 
desserts. 
Do not miss out on the essentials 
If you are of the view that a 
potluck party host just needs to 
provide the venue, you are wrong. 
The basic items such as plates and utensils, 
tissue papers, water and other drinks is solely 
your responsibility. So ensure that everything is 
well stocked. 
Pay attention to the food 
Apart from the essentials, you also have to take 
care of the food and the temperature at which it is 

served. If a dish needs to be warmed in the 
oven before serving or if some dessert has to 
be refrigerated, do it. 
Opt for use-and-throw wares 
If there are too many guests coming over, 
choose dishes or plates made of thermocol, 

paper or plastic. This way 
you would not need to 
wash all the utensils once 
the party is over and in 
turn save up all your time 
and energy. Moreover, 
keep a huge bin near the 
kitchen so that the guests 
can dispose the plates in 

the bin after use. 
Appreciate and thank everyone 
After the successful potluck party, do not 
forget to thank each and every guest 
individually for attending the party and also 
for taking all the necessary effort in making it 
a memorable one.

easily available in the market. Use a soft 
chamois cloth.
Silver dips are also very effective. Use a 
weak solution of washing soda and water to 
clean heavily stained Tea or Coffeepots.
Pierced work should not be cleaned with a 
cloth as it may get stuck on the edges. Use a 
soft brush.
Silver can be washed in dishwashers, but 
avoid contact with stainless steel as a 
reaction can occur.

Experts from Episode Silver give you some 
damage control tips to maintain your 
silverware this monsoon...
Tarnish
Silver tarnishes when in contact with 
atmospheric sulphur. Therefore use your 
silver regulary as usage breaks the sulphur 
sulphide film that causes tarnish.
For food products, be sure to wipe dry after 
washing. Use of soft cloth.
For decorative products, wipe daily during 
the daily house dusting process. This 
delays tarnishing.
Cleaning Silver
Heavily tarnished pieces can be cleaned 
with :- Foam, Sprays or liquid paste silver 
polishes.
Both Indian and imported polishes are 

6 Simple tips to 
host a potluck party
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