
Addressing 55 victims of Naxal violence, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah said that Maoists will 

take their last breath on March 31, 2026.

ED attaches Rs 100 crore assets 
held by proxies in Muda case 

involving Siddaramaiah

Game Over For INDI Alliance Mamata Banerjee Attacks 
Congress, Says 'Party Won't Get Even 40 Seats In LS Polls'

"We Could Have...": Siddaramaiah's Son 
Criticises Opposition To Caste Survey

Centre Issues Date For Census, To Be Held In Two Phases

NDTV's 'Hooter Hatao' campaign is aimed at curbing the misuse of car sirens during political rallies which are one of 
the major contributors to noise pollution.

? BJP's Arun Govil says not an outsider in 
Meerut constituency

? He is pitted against Samajwadi Party's 
Dalit candidate Sunita Verma

? Polling underway in eight parliamentary 
constituencies of Uttar Pradesh

Devendra Fadnavis, speaking at India Today's Mumbai Conclave, alleged that the previous Uddhav Thackeray government failed to cap 

:RSS chief  speaks at event commemorating work of  Shankar Dinkar Kane
:Speaks on current situation in strife-torn Manipur
:Says prevailing circumstances 'difficult' and 'challenging'

ZThe flight test, carried out from a 
land-based vertical launcher, 
aimed to engage a low-flying 
high-speed aerial target. The 
missile system effectively 
tracked and engaged the target, 
demonstrating its operational 
capabilities.

Each department-related standing committees - which has representation from across party lines - acts as 'mini parliaments' and keeps a tab on the functioning of their related ministries.

Exercising its right of reply, India sharply criticised Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's address at the 
UN General Assembly, calling his comments on the Kashmir issue a "travesty."

Sources close to Shinde said that rather than giving due respect and share in power, his party, which has 61 MLAs, has been squeezed.

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said Jaishankar 
will meet the leadership of the UAE to review the close 

partnership between the two countries.

Patna. (Agency) 
Ahead of Bihar elections, Chief Minister Nitish 

Kumar on Thursday announced that eligible 
domestic consumers across the state will 
receive up to 125 units of electricity free of cost 
starting August 1, a move set to benefit around 
1.67 crore families.:Ahead of Bihar elections, 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on Thursday 
announced that eligible domestic consumers 
across the state will receive up to 125 units of 
electricity free of cost starting August 1, a move 
set to benefit around 1.67 crore families.

Mr Kumar said that the government has also 
decided to install solar power plants on the 
rooftops or in the nearby public places of 
domestic consumers in the next three years.

"We have been providing electricity to everyone 
at affordable rates from the very beginning. 
Now we have decided that from August 1, 
2025, that is, from the July bill itself, all 
domestic consumers in the state will not have to 
pay any money for electricity up to 125 units. 
This will benefit a total of 1 crore 67 lakh 
families in the state," the Bihar CM said on X.

"We have also decided that in the next three years, 
with the consent of all these domestic 
consumers, solar power plants will be installed 
on their rooftops or at nearby public places to 
provide benefits," he added. Mr Kumar further 
stated that the state government will fully cover 
the cost of installing solar power systems for 
extremely poor families, while others will 

receive suitable financial assistance under the 
Kutir Jyoti scheme.He stated that the state 

could have up to 10,000 megawatts of solar 
energy available within the next three years.

"Under the Kutir Jyoti scheme, for extremely 
poor families, the state government will bear 
the entire cost of installing solar power plants, 
and for the rest, the government will provide 
appropriate support.

 This means domestic consumers will no longer 
have to bear any cost for electricity up to 125 
units, and at the same time, it is estimated that 
within the next three years, up to 10,000 
megawatts of solar energy will be available in 
the state,' Mr Kumar's post reads. This 
announcement came as a move to woo voters 
ahead of the state assembly elections scheduled 
for later this year. 

  Agency Tamil Nadu.
 Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has 

written to Governor Rajendra Arlekar, 
conveying the state cabinet’s displeasure 
over the use of images “not in line with 
the Constitution” at official events.

The letter comes after a controversy over 
the display of a ‘Bharat Mata’ image with 
a saffron flag, a 
symbol associated 
w i t h  t h e  R S S ,  
d u r i n g  v a r i o u s  
programmes at Raj 
Bhavan.

At a Scouts and 
Guides event on 
June 19, General 
Education Minister 
V Sivankutty, who 
a l so  heads  t he  
department, staged a boycott over the 
image.While he participated in the formal 
award distribution, Sivankutty publicly 
walked out, objecting to the use of 
symbols he said were inappropriate for 
government functions.

Raj Bhavan strongly condemned his action, 
calling it a “gross violation of protocol” 
and a “grave insult” to the Governor’s 
office. A statement from Raj Bhavan also 
accused the minister of arriving prepared 
for a confrontation and claimed his 
remarks insulted both the Governor and 
the students present.

The Chief Minister 
d e f e n d e d  t h e  
minister’s action 
and reiterated that 
g o v e r n m e n t  
e v e n t s  m u s t  
remain neutral 
and secular. “

Some are asking 
w h a t  i s  t h e  
p r o b l e m  i n  
honouring Bharat 

Mata. What we should see is that our 
Constitution does not uphold the concept 
of Bharat Mata. The flag in Bharat Mata is 
of RSS. They can honour it, but don’t 
think everyone should follow the same,” 
Pinarayi Vijayan said.

The Sikh Times

New Delhi. 17 July 2025
In a decisive move to address one of Delhi’s 

most persistent traffic bottlenecks, major 
construction is underway at the intersection 
of Urban Extension Road-2 (UER-2) and the 
Delhi–Gurgaon–Jaipur Highway (Shiv 
Murti Chauraha). On Thursday, Public 
Works Department (PWD) Minister Parvesh 
Sahib Singh Verma and Environment 
Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa conducted a 
joint inspection of the site to review progress 
and identify areas needing improvement.

This critical infrastructure project aims to 
resolve long-standing congestion issues in 
West and Outer Delhi. With lakhs of vehicles 
passing through the junction daily, years of 
delays have led to significant time loss, 
excess ive  fue l  consumpt ion ,  and  
deteriorating air quality.Speaking after the 
inspection, PWD Minister Parvesh Sahib 
Singh Verma stated that “I came here to 
review the shortcomings along with all the 
consultants. We will reassess the entire plan 
and work to resolve any remaining issues. 
The people of Delhi deserve sustainable, 
long-term solutions—not temporary fixes. 
Our goal is to ensure this project brings 

genuine relief to commuters.”Strategically 
located, the junction connects Najafgarh, 
D w a r k a ,  R o h i n i ,  a n d  t h e  
Delhi–Gurgaon–Jaipur corridor. The new 
flyover and underpass are expected to 
significantly reduce traffic congestion and 
ease pressure on alternative, overcrowded 
routes.Environment Minister Manjinder 
Singh Sirsa added “Our primary objective is 
to tackle pollution, which rises sharply due 
to prolonged traffic jams. Projects like this 
are not just about improving traffic 
flow—they are crucial to enhancing Delhi’s 
air quality and overall environmental 
health”.       continue news page 2

Bengaluru. Yathindra Siddaramaiah, the son of 
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and a 
member of the state legislative council, has 
strongly criticised the non-implementation of the 
caste census in the state, accusing dominant 
communities of stalling what he called efforts to 
empower backward classes.The Congress central 
leadership has ordered a new caste survey in 
Karnataka after the last survey conducted in 2015 
during Siddaramaiah's previous term sparked 
controversy with many sections disputing the 
findings. The data, formally submitted in April this 
year, deepened the fault lines between the key 
Vokkaliga and Veerashaiva-Lingayat communities 
and other backward class communities.

"If this caste survey had been implemented, it would 
have strengthened the backwards classes, and we 
could have given more reservations to them," 
Siddaramaiah junior said at a private event in 
Mysuru."But some castes opposed it strongly. We 

couldn't fully implement it as they claimed it's been 
10 years since the survey and raised other minor 
issues, and ensured it's not implemented. We are 
now having to do a fresh one," he added.

He also pointed out that despite being influential, 
communities like Vokkaligas and Lingayats are 
also part of the backward classes and would have 
benefitted from increased reservation had the 
report been implemented.

He also highlighted a perceived double standard in 
how demands for reservation increases are treated, 
stating that proposals for upper caste reservations 
face little opposition, whereas similar efforts for 
backwards classes are met with resistance.

His comments add to the growing discourse around 
caste-based data and reservation reform in 
Karna taka .Las t  week ,  Ch ie f  Min i s t e r  
Siddaramaiah and his deputy, DK Shivakumar, 
announced a fresh survey after instructions from 
the Congress central leadership. They said the 

decision was taken to take everyone into 
confidence and ensure a detailed enumeration that 
will cover everyone and leave no scope for doubts.

 New Delhi. (Agency)
Iindian officials are hoping to secure 

a trade deal with US President 
Donald Trump at a lower tariff rate 
than he'd agreed with Indonesia as 
New Delhi races to meet an August 
1 deadline.  Trump said Tuesday 
the US will impose a tariff rate of 
19% on imports from Indonesia, 
down from a threatened 32%, and 
will be able to ship American goods 
to the country tariff-free. The US 
president later told reporters that 
the India deal would be "along that 
same line" and "we're going to have 
access into India." On Wednesday, he 
again said the US was "very close" to a 
deal with India. India is seeking more 
favourable rates than Indonesia and the 
20% tariff Trump has said he'll impose 
on Vietnam, officials in New Delhi said, 
asking not to be identified because the 
discussions are private. The US and India 
are working toward a deal that would 

reduce proposed tariffs to below 20%, 
Bloomberg News previously reported, 
with a negotiating team currently in 
Washington to advance the talks.

New Delhi is hoping for a tariff that would 
give it a competitive advantage against 
its peers in the region, officials said. 
India believes the US doesn't view it as a 
transhipment hub like Vietnam and other 

Southeast Asian nations, and 
negotiations so far suggest India's 
tariff rate would be better than 
those countries, one of the people 
said. The Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry didn't immediately 
respond to an email seeking 
further comment.

GLOBAL INSIGHT: Delhi's Trade 
Math in Talks with Trump

Soumya Kanti Ghosh, chief 
economist of State Bank of India, 
and a member of the prime 
minister's Economic Advisory 
Council, said the negotiating team 

would be hoping to bring the tariff down 
to below 10%. "And in the bargain, the 
US will expect significant concessions 
for its goods when they decide to enter 
India," he said. While India is unwilling 
to open up the agricultural and dairy 
sectors, it may give concessions in non-
agricultural sectors, he said.

India has already proposed to reduce tariffs 

on American industrial goods to zero if 
the US does the same. New Delhi has 
also offered greater market access to 
some American farm products, and has 
also raised the possibility of buying more 
Boeing Co. planes. Aside from 
Indonesia, Trump has also announced 
trade deals with the UK and Vietnam, 
and a truce with China. Trump said 
Jakarta had agreed to purchase $15 
billion in US energy and $4.5 billion 
worth of agricultural products along with 
Boeing planes.  The latest development 
shows that tariff rates are gravitating 
toward 15%-20%, a range that Trump 
himself has indicated as his preferred 
level, said Brian Tan, Barclays Plc's 
economist in Singapore. The tariff letters 
sent to trading partners so far are likely a 
negotiating tactic to bring governments 
back to the table with better offers for the 
US, he said, "allowing the Trump 
administration to secure superior 
'deals'."

The Punjab 
government's 
decision to scrap 
the "non-existent" 
Department of 
Administrative 
Reforms came as 
part of a major 
administrative 
overhaul, which 
also saw the 

The Tripura chief  minister later met BJP general secretary B L Santosh

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh flew to Delhi amid speculation over a no-confidence motion. Some MLAs seek a leadership change. The state, facing ethnic violence, 
remains politically unstable ahead of the Assembly session on February 10.In US Trade Deal Race, India Seeks Lower 

Tariff Than Indonesia: Report

Nitish Kumar's Move Out Of Arvind 
Kejriwal's Playbook Ahead Of Bihar Polls

ZMP produces 5.5 crore litres of milk, 
which accounts for 9% of the country’s 
total milk output. However, less than 1% 
of milk comes from dairy cooperatives.

Also, the BJP is the only party which has delivered on its promises under Prime Minister Narendra Modi and addressed the crisis of  
credibility created in politics, the Defence Minister told Gaurav Mishra, Ankit Paliwal and Rahul Chhabra of  IANS.

Pinarayi Vijayan calls 'Bharat Mata' image 
unconstitutional, writes to Governor

He emphasised that the mere discharge of the accused did not automatically imply malicious or improper intent behind the police action.

Dixit contended that the compensation order lacked a legal basis, as police had acted within their statutory authority while handling the case.

He urged the court to quash the NHRC recommendation, asserting that law enforcement cannot be penalised for investigative outcomes.

?Waqf  Bill tabled in 
Rajya Sabha by Kiren 
Rijiju
?Bill passed in Lok 
Sabha with 288 votes in 
favour
?Rijiju assured no 
interference by non-
Muslims in Waqf  matters

The Indian opposition vehemently criticised the 
government's handling of Operation Sindoor following the 
CDS's admission of fighter jet losses due to tactical errors. 
The Congress and TMC demanded a special Parliament 
session and an independent inquiry into India's defence 
preparedness, accusing the government of misleading the 
nation by withholding information and relying on 
international media reports to reveal crucial details of the 
military operation. They highlight concerns about 
transparency and the need for taking the opposition and 

?India is a leading 
member of BRICS. 
BRICS has growing 
economic clout and is 
increasingly seen as 
a G7 rival. 
Jaishankar said 
India had 'the ability 
to work with 
different countries in 
a way without 
making any 
relationship 
exclusive'.

Raj Thackeray's Men Do It Again. Rajasthan Man 
Assaulted Over WhatsApp Status

Mumbai. (Agency )
Raj Thackeray's men have done it again. A 

shopkeeper in Mumbai's Vikhroli was 
assaulted by workers of the Maharashtra 
Navnirman Sena (MNS) over a WhatsApp 
status deemed offensive to the Marathi-
speaking community. The video shows the 
s h o p k e e p e r  b e i n g  
forced to apologise 
publicly while being 
t h r e a t e n e d  a n d  
physically attacked. 
This marks the latest in a 
series of confrontations 
involving MNS workers 
over Marathi identity.

The assault took place in 
the Tagore Nagar area of 
Vikhroli, a bustling 
suburb in Mumbai. The 
victim, a Rajasthani 
shopkeeper, had posted a WhatsApp status 
that read: "Dekh liya Rajasthani ka power. 
Hum Marwari hamare saamne kisi ki nahi 
chalti (Witnessed the power of a Rajasthani. 
No one can stand before us Marwaris)." 

The provocative message, which boasted of 
Marwari dominance over Marathi people, 

sparked outrage among local MNS workers. 
According to eyewitnesses and the viral 
video, a group of MNS workers confronted 
the shopkeeper outside his store. The video 
shows the man being slapped and verbally 
berated. The workers demanded he 
apologise to the Marathi community for his 
remarks. In the footage, the shopkeeper is 

seen holding his ears, 
and pleading, "I will 
not repeat such a 
mistake." 

The MNS workers 
continued to threaten 
him, warning that 
any further posts 
a g a i n s t  M a r a t h i  
people, whether by 
him, his family, or his 
employees, would 
result in more severe 

consequences.The video, which the MNS 
workers themselves recorded, edited, and 
circulated, includes a Marathi song in the 
background and a caption that reads: "This is 
how people will be treated if they say or 
write or speak anything against the Marathi 
people." 

  Agency Bihar.
har chief minister said: “It gives me 

great pleasure to announce that social 
security pension for old people, 
people with disabilities and widows 
would get Rs 1,100/month pension 
instead of Rs 400/month. This 
amount  wil l  be credi ted to  
beneficiaries’ bank accounts on the 
10th of every month…The elderly 
are an invaluable part of society, and 
it’s our government’s top priority to 
e n s u r e  t h e m  a  l i f e  o f  
dignity.”Welcoming the move, 
Janata Dal (United) national general 
secretary Manish Kumar Verma 
claimed he had asked the chief 
minister to raise the social security 
pension after getting feedback from 
the public. 

sdsadsadasdsa

CM Rekha Gupta Meets Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
The Sikh Times

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi. 17 July 2025
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta met with Union 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman today in a 
courtesy meeting held at the Ministry of 
Finance. During the meeting, CM Rekha 
Gupta briefed the Union Minister about 
Delhi’s ongoing development journey, 
current progress of various schemes, and 
future requirements. She highlighted how 
effective transformations are taking place in 
the capital with the support of the Central 
Government. CM also emphasized that 
under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, the Central Government’s 
"collaborative development policy" has 
given Delhi a new direction and momentum.

The Chief Minister informed that the Union 
Finance Minister assured full and continued 
support from the Central Government 
towards the development of Delhi. “Delhi is not 
just the capital of the country, but also the 
cultural, administrative, and economic hub of 
India. Its planned development and good 
governance should serve as a model for all,” the 
CM said. She added that the Delhi Government is 
consistently working in this direction so that 
Delhi residents receive all the facilities they 

rightfully deserve as citizens of the national 
capital.The CM further revealed that the Union 
Finance Minister shared details about the Special 
Assistance to States/UTs for Capital Investment 
(SASCI) scheme. Under this scheme, the Delhi 

Government will receive ₹600 crore in special 
financial assistance by the end of this month. CM 
Gupta mentioned that a proposal for this 
allocation will soon be sent to the Ministry of 
Finance. She added that the funds will be used to 
accelerate development projects across the city, 
including traffic management, drainage, green 
energy, and waste management initiatives.

continue news page 2

Parvesh Verma and Sirsa Inspect Ongoing 
Flyover and Underpass Construction

?Kerala Education Minister boycotts Scouts event 
at Raj Bhavan
?Picture of Bharat Mata with RSS flag sparks 
political dispute
?Pinarayi Vijayan says Constitution doesn't 
uphold Bharat Mata concept

Z Karnataka MLA 
slams delay in Rs 25 
crore development 
works

Z Says no work orders 
issued after two 
years

Z Threatens 
resignation, backs 
BR Patil’s criticism

Trump said Tuesday the US will impose a tariff rate of 19% on imports from Indonesia, down from a 
threatened 32%, and will be able to ship American goods to the country tariff-free.

ZReactor exploded 
during operations, 
triggering 
massive fire

Z8 confirmed dead, 
rescue teams 
recover bodies 
from debris

ZRevanth Reddy 
orders relief and 
emergency 
medical response

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan wrote to Governor Rajendra Arlekar, objecting to 
using images like 'Bharat Mata' with an RSS flag at official events. Minister Sivankutty 

had boycotted a Raj Bhavan event over it.

(IMD) issued an orange alert for heavy to very heavy 
rainfall in parts of  Himachal Pradesh starting June 29, with 

warnings of  potential flash floods.

Bihar government has decided to install solar power plants on the rooftops or in the nearby public 
places of domestic consumers in the next 3 years.

Supreme Court 
Reverses Child 
Custody Order 
After 12-Year-Old's 
Breakdown

New Delhi. (Ajency)
Court judgments on a child's 

custody in matrimonial 
dispute cases cannot be 
"rigid" and "final", and courts 
are entitled to alter rulings in 
the best interest of the minor, 
the Supreme Court has said, 
reversing its order to hand 
over a 12-year-old boy's 
custody to his father.

The bench of Justice Vikram 
Nath and Justice Prasanna B 
Varale noted that the custody 
order had a "calamitous 
effect" on the child's health, 
and he had been suffering 
from anxiety.

According to the judgment, the 
child's parents married in 
2011, and he was born in 
2012. The couple separated a 
year later, and the infant's 
custody was handed over to 
the mother. The mother 
remarried in 2016. Her second 
husband had two children 
from his earlier marriage, and 
the new couple had a child of 
their own.

Delhi Court Convicts Man 
For Using Vulgar 
Language, Outraging 
Woman's Modesty

New Delhi. (Ajency)
In a verdict reinforcing the right 

of women to live with dignity 
and without fear, a Delhi court 
has convicted a man under 
Sections 506 (Part II) and 509 
of the Indian Penal Code for 
criminal intimidation and using 
obscene and abusive language 
intended to outrage a woman's 
modesty. The incident involved 
the accused sending a series of 
highly vulgar and threatening 
messages to the complainant. 
Some of the messages included: 
"Darwaza khol de mujhe tere 
saath s** karna hai", "R** tujhe 
m a i n  b a t a u n g a ,  b a h u t  
samajhdar apne aap ko samajhti 
hai", and "R* darwaza khol de, 
nahi to main tujhe chhodunga 
nahi".

The court observed that such 
language goes far beyond 
casual abuse and directly 
targets the woman's character 
and dignity. "The word 'R**' is 
not a simple insult; it is loaded 
with sexual connotations, 
casting aspersions on the 
woman's morality and loyalty. 
These words are capable of 
shocking the conscience of any 
reasonable person," the court 
n o t e d .  C i t i n g  m u l t i p l e  
precedents, including Rupan 
Deol Bajaj v. KPS Gill and State 
of Punjab v. Major Singh, the 
court reiterated that the 
modesty of a woman is 
intrinsically linked to her 
gender, and words or acts that 
degrade her in this regard are 
punishable under law. 

News box

The video shows the shopkeeper being forced to apologise publicly 
while being threatened and physically attacked.

?Torre
ntial 
rains 
cause 
damag
e in 
Himac
hal 

Pradesh and Uttarakhand

After her 'no Cabinet post' 
remark while seeking 
disaster relief for rain-hit 
Himachal Pradesh, BJP 
MP Kangana Ranaut 
remained firm on her 
statement, saying it was 
not controversial and a 
way of expression.
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A devotee of Bholenath 
carrying Kanwad



Chandigarh .(Agency)
 The Punjab government Wednesday 

ordered to carry out DNA test on children 
involved in begging along with the adults 
accompanying them, to ascertain if they 
are their biological parents.“If the DNA 
test confirms that the adult is not related to 
the child, then strict legal action will be 
t aken ,  inc lud ing  po ten t ia l  
imprisonment,” Cabinet Minister 
Dr Baljit Kaur said.

She said the state government is 
implementing a policy to conduct 
DNA tests on children found 
begging on the streets, particularly 
those accompanied by adults, to 
combat child trafficking and 
exploitation. This initiative is part 
of a broader effort to create a 
“beggar-free” Punjab and ensure 
the safety and security of children.

The Minister for Social Security, 
Women and Child Development said that 
the step is essential to safeguard innocent 
lives and ensure that no child is being used 
or trafficked under the guise of 
guardianship.

Earlier in the say, the state government 
directed the deputy commissioners (DCs) 
across the state to conduct DNA tests of 
children found begging in streets. The 
orders have been issued by the Directorate 
of Social Security (women and child 
welfare) under Project Jeevanjyot-2.

District level Child Welfare Committee 

under Section 27 (9) may as per need, pass 
orders for conducting DNA test to 
ascertain the parentage of children and 
their accompanying adults in suspicious 
cases to child trafficking.Approval of 
DNA testing will be given by DCs or 
ADCs. Samples will be collected by labs 
from the government hospitals of the 

district. The testing would be done by 
Forensic Science Laboratory free of cost. 
This would take around a week.

The DNA results will be documented and 
shared with the police. The confidentiality 
of the results will be maintained.Until the 
DNA results are received, the child will be 
placed in a child care institution under the 
supervision of the District Child Welfare 
Committee. Those claiming to be the 
parents or guardians will not be allowed to 
take custody of the child until their claims 
are verified.

Govt to restore ancient 
Shiva temples across state

CM Rekha Gupta Meets 
Union Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman

Parvesh Verma and 
Sirsa Inspect Ongoing 
Flyover and Underpass 
Construction

To check Trafficking, exploitation: Punjab orders DNA tests 
on child beggars, adults with them to determine parentage

Allahabad HC acquits man after 9 years in jail, 
flags misuse of POCSO Act in property grab cases

 Nagpur . (Agency)
The Nagpur police on Wednesday 

booked 14 Maharashtra Navnirman 
Sena (MNS) workers after they held a 
protest at the Union Bank of India’s 
Seminary Hills branch on Wednesday 
over the bank allegedly refusing to 
a c c e p t  a  F i r s t  
Information Report 
(FIR) copy written in 
M a r a t h i  f o r  a n  
a c c i d e n t  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  
claim.The protest  
stemmed from the 
c a s e  o f  Yo g e s h  
Bopche, who died in a road accident 
on June 8. His family approached 
Union Bank to claim a Rs 2 lakh 
accidental death compensation. 
However, the bank allegedly turned 
down the claim because the FIR 
lodged at the Beltarodi police station 
was in Marathi.

Yogesh’s brother, Lokesh, alleged that 

the bank officials insisted that the FIR 
be translated into English or Hindi, 
notarised, and submitted as an 
affidavit. This demand led to weeks of 
delays for the family, who were left 
without support after the death of their 
sole breadwinner.On Wednesday, 

M N S  w o r k e r s  
gathered outside the 
b a n k ,  s h o u t e d  
slogans, and threw 
black ink at the 
bank’s board in 
p r o t e s t .  T h e  
situation escalated 
briefly when they 

confronted the branch manager. The 
protest concluded only after the 
manager issued an apology in the 
presence of the media and the Nagpur 
police.

“When we arrived to question the 
manager, he clarified that he himself 
was a Maharashtrian and had not 
personally rejected the FIR.

Lucknow . (Agency)
 THE STATE government is 

working on a plan to restore 
Shiva temples across Uttar 
Pradesh to boost 
local tourism. 
Uttar  Pradesh 
T o u r i s m  
D e p a r t m e n t ,  
Uttar  Pradesh 
P r o j e c t s  
C o r p o r a t i o n  
limited and Uttar 
Pradesh Tourism 
D e v e l o p m e n t  
Corporation Ltd 
have collaborated 
t o  u n d e r t a k e  
restoration projects across the 
state, which includes not just the 
restoration of Shiva temples but 
the amenities and other sites 
adjoining these places as well.

Officials informed that 188 ancient 
temples were identified and 
rejuvenated in the past eight 
years and now the focus is on to 

identify and renovate Shiva 
temples across the state aiming to 
boost religious tourism.

The old temples and their premises 
that have been identified for 

infrastructure upgrades include 
Shiv Mandir in Bhatta Ki Pipri 
(Mevalikhurd),  Fatehabad 
(Agra)  and  Chak leshwar  

Mahadev and Samaur 
B a b a  t e m p l e s  i n  
Firozabad, which are 
b e i n g  r e n n o v a t e d  
through UP Projects 
Corporation Limited.

Whereas ,  UP S ta t e  
Tourism Development 
Corporation has been 
given the responsibility 
to enhance facilities at 
Bhuleshwar, Khajni 
M a h a d e v ,  a n d  
Jharkhandi Mahadev 

temples in Gorakhpur, and Tirre 
Manorama Temple in Gonda. 
The government is also working 
on the beautification of Ghanta 
Ghar in Mainpuri.

Lucknow . (Agency)
 Observing that allegations of serious 

offences such as rape or child sexual 
abuse are increasingly being levelled 
in petty disputes or to grab property, 
the Allahabad High Court recently 
acquitted a man who had been 
convicted of raping his minor 
cousin. It  also directed the 
Superintendent of Police to ensure 
that, upon his release from jail, he is 
given possession of his house, from 
which he was taken into custody in 
2 0 1 6 . T h e  c o u r t  m a d e  t h e  
observation while hearing the appeal 
of the man, in his 50s, who 
challenged the judgement of a 
session court, which sentenced him 
to 20 years of imprisonment in 2020. 
He was convicted by the trial court 
under Section 376 (rape) of the 

Indian Penal Code (IPC) and 
provisions of Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences 
(Pocso) Act.

The case against the man was 
registered on March 18, 2016, 
based on his minor cousin’s 
allegation that the previous 
night, while she had gone to use a 
washroom near her house, he 
caught her with ill intent, locked 
her in his room and raped her. She 
alleged that he threatened to kill her 
if she told anyone, and the FIR said 
that she was able to come out only 
several hours later, when the door 
was opened with the help of her 
f ami ly  member s  and  some  
neighbours.The medico-legal 
examination of the girl was 
conducted on March 20, 2016. The 

report mentioned that the date and 
time of the alleged rape were not 
known. The high court examined the 
evidence on merit and found that the 
medico-legal examination of the 
girls had not revealed any injuries to 
her.The high court, in its July 10 
order, said, “In view of the foregoing 
discussion, this court is of the 
considered opinion that the evidence 
on record does not prove that the 

appellant had raped the girl. The 
trial court has convicted the 
a p p e l l a n t  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  
appreciation of evidence on record 
and without giving due weight to 
the medico-legal examination 
report and the pathological 
examination report of the victim. 
The findings of guilt recorded by 
the trial court are unsustainable in 
the eyes of law.”

The court observed, “The courts 
cannot shut their eyes to the ground 
realities apparent from the fact that 
now a days it has become very 
common to level allegation of 
commission of serious and heinous 
offences, including offence of rape 
or sexual abuse of a child by the 
family members, in petty disputes or 
in order to grab property.”

Village under scanner for ‘illegal’ apple trees 
also a symbol of prosperity the fruit brought

Kotkhai (shimla). (Agency)
 As one departs from the Shimla-

Kotkhai road, bypassing Kotkhai 
town, to Chaithla, a narrow 16-
km-long two-way tarmac leads us 
to the serene and picturesque 
Chaithla valley, where apple and 
pear trees flourish at an elevation 
of approximately 6,900 feet — 
bringing prosperity to locals.

On the way to Chaithla, small 
hamlets of Pungrish, Koku and 
Kupad, each brimming with fruit-
laden trees and beautiful houses 
nestled in apple orchards covered 
by protective nets, mesmerise 
visitors.

Here, houses are custom-made, 
catering to the needs of the fruit 
trade, featuring a garage, a 
storeroom full of crates for 
transporting fruits and makeshift 
structures for workers and their 
families employed for the upkeep 
of orchards.Ironically, however, 
more than two dozen firearms 

were taken into possession 
from residents of this serene 
Chaithla village, home to 
around 34 households, 
under Section 164 of the 
Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha 
Sanhita (BNSS) to ensure 
peaceful execution of the 
Himachal Pradesh High 
Court’s order to clear forest 
land of encroached apple 
plantation, according to a senior 
police officer.

Section 164 of the BNSS, effective 
from July 12 to 18, prohibits the 
carrying of arms in and around 
Chaithla and requires all licensed 
weapons to be deposited at the 
Kotkhai police station.

Chaithla is one of the first villages 
where the eviction drive was 
launched to clear encroached 
forest land by locals by felling 
apple trees, following the HC 
direction.

“After the 1990s, people in 

Himachal truly began to see 
prosperity in cultivating apple 
orchards, and a handful of 
residents in Chaithla could not 
remain untouched by this wave,” 
said a member of Pandli Gram 
Panchayat, under which Chaithla 
falls. “A key contributing factor 
was the Timber Distribution (TD) 
Rights, which allowed locals 
residing in forested areas to use 
fallen trees, mainly deodar, for 
house construction and other 
purposes. Over time, people began 
exploiting these rights, clearing 
forest land adjacent to their 

holdings and planting apple 
trees. And, Chaithla made rapid 
strides forward due to its unique 
climatic conditions as it is 
located at the top of the Chaithla 
valley.”

Apple trees in Chaithla are part of 
t he  f i r s t  gene ra t ion  o f  
plantations, and are now 35 to 
40 years old, producing largely 
the Royal Delicious variety 

apples of the highest quality in 
large quantities.

“Some of the trees, now facing the 
axe, were planted on forest land 
and yield between 25 and 30 
cartons per season, each weighing 
around 20 kg. The price of a single 
carton ranges from Rs 3,200 to Rs 
4,800, especially for the Royal 
Delicious variety commonly 
grown in Chaithla,” said an 
orchard owner standing next to 
one of his ageing apple trees 
supported by wooden props 
embedded in the soil.

Chandigarh .(Agency)
 Gujarat has received 51 per cent of its average 

monsoon rainfall, according to data from the 
State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) 
Gandhinagar.

Among regions, Kutch has recorded the highest 
rainfall at 58.46 per cent, South Gujarat region 
at 55.19 per cent, Saurashtra and East Central 
region each at 49.26 per cent and North Gujarat 

has recorded the lowest at 48.01 66 per cent, all 
within a month of onset of the southwest 
monsoon in the state.At the district level, 
however, Botad has recorded the highest 
rainfall at 80.39 per cent followed by 
Bhavnagar at 75.5 per cent, both in Saurashtra 
region. Other districts with the highest rainfall 
include Sabarkantha in the north with 66.17 per 
cent, Anand in the East Central region with 

63.95 per cent, and Tapi and Surat in South 
Gujarat with 64 and 61.43 per cent, 
respectively.

So far, Gujarat has received a total 450.55 mm 
rainfall this season with 303 mm of rainfall in 
June alone and 147 mm in July.As per the SEOC 
data, the highest of over 1,000 mm rainfall was 
recorded in 18 talukas, 501-1000 mm of rainfall 
in 45 talukas while 139 talukas recorded 251-
500 mm of rainfall.

The data also shows the current water storage of 
Sardar Sarovar dam is 1,76,942 million cubic 
feet which is 52.96 per cent of the total storage 
capacity. Also, with 3,31,347 million cubic feet 
water in other 206 reservoirs in the state which 
is 59.37 per cent of the total storage capacity. 
(Explain?)

As per the state government records, out of the 
total 206 dams in the state, 40 are on high alert, 
24 on alert and another 20 dams have been 
issued warning.In Gujarat, 26 dams are 100 per 
cent full, 58 dams range between 70 and 100 per 
cent in storage capacity, 40 dams between 50 
and 70 per cent, 42 dams between 25 and 50 per 
cent, and 40 dams are below 25 per cent storage 
capacity.As per the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) the state is expected to 
receive light thunderstorms with lightning and 
surface wind 30-40 kmph accompanied with 
light to moderate rain across the state till July 
20.

The award-winning 
tableau highlighted the 
400-year-old 
traditional art form 
from Etikoppaka, 
earning widespread 
appreciation and social The ruling’s 

ambiguity has 
raised questions 
about its impact on 
local students.

The authorities informed us 
that only first-year students 
will shift temporarily to the 
Idupulapaya campus due to 
accommodation issues.

Reddy set a six-
month deadline for its 
completion, instructing the 
chief  engineer and construction 

The jeep was driven by 
Vishnu, a resident of 
Kallambalam, and a 

SCR to boost security on trains 
after attempted rape incident

According to official data, Chennai consumes around 13 lakh litres of  Aavin milk daily, with 5.5 to 6 
lakh litres distributed through milk cards, benefiting roughly 10 lakh residents.

Meri Saheli teams have been instructed to 
patrol MMTS trains and conduct thorough 

analyses of security vulnerabilities 
affecting female passengers.

Delivery partners outline 
labour rights violations in 
Hyderabad onally, delivery partners say they are 

subjected to arbitrary fines, ratings-based 
penalties, and account suspensions, often 
without transparency or recourse.The 
workers alleged that the operational 
expenses, including fuel, mobile data, and 
vehicle maintenance, are borne entirely by 
the workers, adding to their financial 
burden. The union further raised concerns 
about the classification of delivery 
personnel as “partners” rather than 
employees, effectively denying them rights 
to collective bargaining and coverage under 
labour laws.

NRI coastal police have arrested the 
25-year-old accused, identified as 
Sujit Das, for allegedly sexually 

assaulting the child.

In addition to Karimnagar, two other 
railway stations in Telangana — 

Begumpet and Warangal — will also 
be inaugurated on the same day.

Z Zooms in on 

the long-

standing debate 

over whether 

commerical 

activities 

should be 

allowed or not 

at Girinagar 

Housing Colony

Ten amendment Acts came into force on April 11 after the Supreme Court, in its April 8 verdict, granted deemed 
assent to bills delayed by Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi.

Burn victim flown in by air 
ambulance critical in 
Kerala

vided the best treatment following 
the direction of Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan and the 
subsequent intervention of 
NORKA-Roots.

Health Minister Veena George 
reviewed the progress in her 
condition and gave necessary 
direction to the hospital  
superintendent. 

A medical board will be formed to 
coordinate the treatment of Mini, 
who is currently being provided 
ventilator support. Though Mini 
was admitted to Penang General 
Hospital in Malaysia on May 7 
after she suffered burns, her 
employer did not inform her 
relatives.

Apple trees in 
Chaithla are part of  
the first generation of  
plantations, and are 
now 35 to 40 years 
old, producing largely 
the Royal Delicious 
variety apples of  the 
highest quality in 
large quantities.

ZTelangana engineer held 

for amassing assets beyond 

known income sources
ZACB seizes villa, 19 plots, 

3 buildings and valuables 

from engineer
ZSources said engineer 

associated with 

controversial Kaleshwaram 

project

Frant News continue..

d hormonal imbalances. He noted 
that yoga sessions are being 
conducted at tourist spots across the 
district, including Berm Par, 
G a n d h i  H i l l ,  a n d  P a v i t r a  
Sangamam.

Saturday’s event at Kondapalli Fort 
was aimed at raising awareness on 
physical and mental wellness 
through yoga.

Guru Kripa’s first branch has been opened near the Royal Opera House on Charni Road.

Many states have used the strategy of appointing in-charge DGPs now as well as earlier, without following UPSC panels.

The celebrations kicked off Saturday 
at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
Park in Dadar, where Minister for 
Cultural Affairs Ashish Shelar 
offered floral tributes at the statue of 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
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Chief Minister Rekha Gupta expressed 
gratitude to the Union Finance Minister for 
her positive outlook and cooperative 
approach. She stated that the people of Delhi 
are witnessing the direct benefits of the 
collaborative efforts between the Central and 
State Governments. The CM assured that the 
SASCI scheme will be implemented 
effectively and that every effort will be made 
to transform Delhi into a world-class capital 
city. 

Senior officials from both the Finance Ministry 
and the Delhi Government were present 
during the meeting.The CM also emphasized 
that this meeting was not only crucial for 
accelerating the development of Delhi but 
also a prime example of cooperative 
federalism in action.

The ministers emphasized the importance of 
timely completion, engineering precision, and 
a citizen-centric approach in executing the 
project. Regular monitoring and accountability 
at every stage will be key to ensuring its 
success.

Though the challenge of traffic congestion has 
endured for years, the current phase represents 
a focused and coordinated effort to deliver 
lasting relief—making Delhi’s roads safer, 
faster, and cleaner for all.

The Allahabad High 
Court noted that the 
trial court had 
convicted the 
appellant without 
properly reviewing 
the evidence and 
ordered his 
immediate release, 
ensuring that he 
regained possession 
of his home

Union Bank branch in Nagpur rejects Marathi 
FIR in accident claim case, MNS protests

Over 1800 bridges inspected 
in Gujarat, 133 shut down as 

precautionary measure
Gandhinagar .  (Agency) 

The Roads and Buildings (R&B) department 
officials, in a week, have inspected over 1800 
bridges in Gujarat during their spot visits and 
closed 133 of them as a precautionary 
measure, an official release said.The release 
also said that out of the 133 bridges, 20 were 
closed for all vehicles and 113 were closed 
only for heavy vehicles.

The official release quoted the information 
provided by senior minister and spokesperson 
of Gujarat government Rushikesh Patel.Patel 
was briefing the media about the weekly 
cabinet meeting of the state chaired by Chief 
Minister Bhupendra Patel. The cabinet 
meeting reviewed some important actions 
taken by the R&B department.

The release said: “Out of these 133 bridges, 20 
have been closed for all vehicles. Whereas, 
113 bridges have been closed for heavy 
vehicles while the movement for light 
vehicles’ has been kept on. Non-destructive 
tests (NDT) have been done on those 133 
bridges and the work of repair, strengthening 
or re-construction have been started on war 
footing as per requirement.”

These 133 bridges also include nine bridges on 
Narmada canal network; five of them have 
been closed for all vehicles and four for heavy 
vehicles. The five bridges closed for all 
vehicles are in Morbi and Surendranagar 
districts. 

Whereas, the four closed for heavy vehicles are 
in Ahmedabad and Patan districts.There are 
around 2110 bridges passing through the 
canal network in the state, as per an official 
release.

Gujarat records 51.09% of the 
season’s average rainfall: SEOC

Highest rainfall recorded in Kutch followed by South Gujarat

Frant continue news
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Chandauli, July 17: Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath said
Chandauli, a border and agricul-
ture-based district, is now on the
path to becoming an industrial hub.
Speaking to the media after a review
meeting on Thursday, he highlight-
ed key projects, including the oper-
ational Baba Keenaram Medical
College and the Varanasi Ring
Road, which is emerging as a
growth corridor in line with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's vision.
He added, “The Medical college
built in memory of Baba Keenaram
has been operational since last year.
Proposals from public representa-
tives for the district's growth are
being advanced quickly.”
Highlighting a long-standing
demand, the CM mentioned the
construction of an Integrated Court
Complex in the district, with an
investment of over Rs 200 crore.
This complex will house all district-
level courts under one roof, along
with chambers for lawyers and resi-
dential facilities for judicial officers.
The state government has already

approved the project. CM Yogi
acknowledged the unique chal-

lenges faced by border districts like
Chandauli and lauded the role of
public representatives and resi-
dents in driving the district's
progress. “The Purvanchal
Expressway already connects
Lucknow to Ghazipur, benefiting
many people. The government has

given in-principle approval to
extend the expressway through

Chandauli to Sonbhadra
(Shaktinagar), with surveys cur-
rently underway. Once completed,
this expressway will strengthen
Chandauli’s connectivity with
Lucknow and Delhi,” he added. The
CM further mentioned that
Chandauli will benefit from the

Ganga Expressway, which is in the
final phase of construction between

Meerut and Prayagraj. The
expressway is planned to be
extended from Prayagraj
through Mirzapur, Bhadohi,
Varanasi, Chandauli, and up
to Ghazipur. This will be a
major achievement for the
district, as Chandauli will
then be connected via two
major expressways, offering
significant benefits to the res-
idents. He also said that the
Central Government is rapid-
ly developing the Greenfield
Expressway between
Varanasi and Kolkata, pass-
ing through Chandauli. This
project will further enhance
the district’s connectivity and
growth potential in the

future. During his interaction, CM
Yogi confirmed that the installation
of a statue of Baba Kinaram at the
medical college has been approved.
Proposals for other development
projects in the district, such as an
additional bridge over the Ganga
River and the construction of an ele-

vated bridge in Deendayal
Upadhyay Nagar, have also been
sought. There is a proposal under
consideration to introduce science
courses at the government degree
college, based on requests from
public representatives. The CM
emphasized that under the guid-
ance of PM Modi and the leadership
of local representatives, Chandauli
is set to achieve new heights of
development. He mentioned that
the district is progressing rapidly in
every sector. Additionally, the Chief
Minister directed the administra-
tion to accelerate efforts to invite
investments in the Naugarh region,
which has a substantial land bank.
This initiative could attract invest-
ments worth thousands of crores
and open new job opportunities for
local youth. Many major companies
have already shown interest and
this investment is expected to
become a driving force for the dis-
trict’s growth. The government
aims to develop Chandauli not just
as an agriculture-focused district,
but also as an emerging industrial
hub.

Chandauli to be developed
as an industrial hub: CM Yogi

NFR waived-off Busy Season
Charge for August 2025 to

encourage Freight Movements
The Sikh Times

Maligaon, 17th July: The Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR) in line with Ministry of
Railways has issued two important policy revi-
sions aimed towards facilitating smoother and
more cost-effective freight movements, both of
which will benefit the customers and stakehold-
ers of railways within the zone and beyond. In a
major relief for freight customers, it has been
decided not to levy the Busy Season Charge
(BSC) @15% on goods transported in covered
wagons during August 2025. As per the existing
dynamic pricing policy, the BSC is applicable
throughout the year except for September.
However, based on a review by the Competent
Authority, this exemption has now been extend-
ed to August as well. This proactive measure is
expected to ease logistics costs and encourage
higher freight loading during the monsoon
month. All other instructions related to the levy
of BSC remain unchanged. In another develop-
ment, the Railway Board has also revised the
guidelines for free time allowed at Engine-On-
Load (EOL) terminals. A separate provision has
been made for BCNHL rakes, under which a
free time of 8 hours has been allowed for both
loading and unloading operations. For other
types of covered rakes, the existing free time of
6 hours continues. This amendment is part of
the Rates Master Circular on Demurrage and
Wharfage Waiver and will come into effect from
17th July 2025. The extended free time for
BCNHL rakes is expected to streamline termi-
nal operations and reduce incidences of demur-
rage, benefitting both customers and the
Railways. These policy measures reflect NFR’s
continued commitment towards fostering a cus-
tomer-friendly and efficient freight ecosystem.
By rationalizing charges and providing opera-
tional flexibility, the zone aims to support indus-
tries, boost freight movement and enhance
overall ease of doing business. NFR always
remain dedicated towards implementing such
initiatives and invites all stakeholders to lever-
age these benefits for improved logistics plan-
ning and cost optimization.

Prasar Bharati Signs MoU with
Handball Association of India to
Promote Handball Nationwide
New Delhi:In a landmark move to promote

handball across the country, Prasar Bharati has
signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the Handball Association of India
(HAI). The agreement is for a period of three
years, under which Prasar Bharati will produce
and broadcast all international and national
Handball events organised by HAI on DD
Sports, Waves OTT and other PB platforms.
The MoU was formally exchanged between
Shri Gaurav Dwivedi, CEO, Prasar Bharati, and
Shri Anandeshwar Pandey, Executive Director,
HAI, in the august  presence of Chairman,
Prasar Bharati Shri Navneet Kumar Sehgal and
other esteemed personalities. on the signing of
agreement Shri Navneet Kumar Sehgal,
Chairman, Prasar Bharati said, "This is just the
beginning of a new era for Handball in India. We
look forward to seeing Indian athletes excel
globally with the support of strong media and
institutional partnerships. Continuing with the
vision of honourable PM. DD Sports has consis-
tently highlighted emerging talent, grassroots
tournaments, and inclusive sports, giving
India’s young athletes the recognition, they
truly deserve.” On this occasion, Shri Gaurav
Dwivedi, CEO, Prasar Bharati, said, "This part-
nership underscores Prasar Bharati’s commit-
ment to supporting and nurturing emerging
sports in India. Through our wide network and
national reach, we aim to give Handball the plat-
form and visibility it at national and internation-
al level.." Speaking on behalf of the Handball
Association of India, Shri Anandeshwar Pandey
stated, "This MoU is a significant step toward
popularizing handball at the grassroots and
elite levels. The consistent coverage on DD
Sports will inspire youth and boost the develop-
ment of the sport across the country." Also
present at the event were Shri Tejraj Singh,
Secretary General, HAI; Shri Jasbir Singh Bisla,
Chairman, Referee Board; and Ms. Diksha
Kumari Goel, goalkeeper of the Indian
Women's Handball Team. Shri Tejraj Singh,
Secretary General, HAI said, "With the collabo-
ration of Prasar Bharati, handball will now
reach millions of viewers across the nation.
This initiative will help identify talent and
strengthen India’s position in international
handball." 

Three Government colleges in
Haryana to be named after

Martyrs and a Freedom Fighter
of the Azad Hind Fauj

Chandigarh: The Haryana
Government has decided to honour mar-
tyrs and a freedom fighter from the Azad
Hind Fauj by naming three government
colleges after them. Chief Minister, Sh.
Nayab Singh Saini has given administra-
tive approval to the naming of three col-
leges. Haryana Education Minister, Sh.
Mahipal Dhanda said that the
Government Women’s College in
Bawani Khera will be named after the
late Thakur Sh. Shambhu Singh, a free-
dom fighter from the Azad Hind Fauj
and the Chief Minister has also
approved naming the Government
College, Kharak (Bhiwani) after Martyr
Gajendra Singh. Notably, on March 7,
2018, Sh. Gajendra Singh, who served as
an Assistant Commandant in the 134
Battalion of the Border Security Force,
was martyred while valiantly fighting
Naxals near the Maspur village in the
Natala Reserved Forest area of Kanker
District, Chhattisgarh.  In recognition of
his bravery, he was awarded the
Gallantry Medal on January 26, 2021.
Additionally, the Haryana Government
has given administrative approval to
name the Government College, Sampla
(Rohtak) after Martyr Rai Singh, who
laid down his life while protecting the
nation on the India-Pakistan Line of
Control in Rajouri, Jammu, on
November 20, 2016.
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Trump with little idea of how the 
W h i t e  H o u s e  O f f i c e  o f  
Management and Budget would 
apply the cuts.The 51-48 vote came 
after 2 am on Thursday after 
Democrats sought to remove many 
of the proposed rescissions during 
12 hours of amendment votes. 
N o n e  o f  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  
amendments were adopted.

Senate Majority Leader John Thune, 
R-S.D., said Republicans were 
using the president’s rescissions 

WASHINGTON. (Agency) 
request to target wasteful spending. 

 The US Senate has passed about $9 He said it is a “small but important 
billion in federal spending cuts step for fiscal sanity that we all 
requested by President Donald could have major ramifications for the should be able to agree is long 
Trump, including deep reductions to t a rge t ed  spend ing ,  f r om the  oerdue.”But Senate Appropriations 
public broadcasting and foreign aid, Corporation for Public Broadcasting to Committee Chairwoman Susan 
moving forward on one of the US food aid programs abroad.It also Collins, R-Maine, said the bill “has a 
president's top priorities despite could complicate efforts to pass big problem — nobody really knows 
concerns from several Republican additional spending bills this year, as what program reductions are in 
senators.The legislation, which now Democrats and even some Republicans it.”Collins and Sen. Lisa Murkowski, 
moves to the House, would have a tiny have argued they are ceding R-Alaska, joined Democrats in voting 
impact on the nation's rising debt but congressional spending powers to against the legislation. Kentucky Sen. 

NEWS BOX

Justice Department fires Maurene Comey, prosecutor on 
Epstein case and daughter of ex-FBI director

US Senate passes $9B in spending cuts to public 
broadcasting, foreign aid requested by Trump

4 killed, many injured in clashes between 
Bangladeshi forces and ex-PM Hasina's supporters

Trial opens against Meta 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg and 
other leaders over Facebook 
privacy violations

Explained: Why is 
Israel bombing Syria

WORLD. (Agency) 
 Conflict in Syria has escalated with Israel launching 

bombing raids against its northern neighbour. It 
follows months of fluctuating tensions in southern 
Syria between the Druze minority and forces aligned 
with the new government in Damascus.

Clashes erupted in the last few days, prompting Israeli 
airstrikes in defence of the Druze by targeting 
government bases, tanks, and heavy weaponry.

Israel Minister Amichai Chikli has called the Syrian 
president Ahmed al-Sharaa "a terrorist, a barbaric 
murderer who should be eliminated without delay." 
Despite the incendiary language, a ceasefire has been 
reached, halting the fighting – for now.

Syrian forces have begun withdrawing heavy military 
equipment from the region, while Druze fighters have 
agreed to suspend armed resistance, allowing 
government troops to regain control of the main Druze 
city of Suwayda.

What do the Druze want?
The Druze are a small religious minority estimated at 

over one million people, primarily concentrated in the 
mountainous regions of Lebanon, Syria, Israel, and 
Jordan.In Syria, their population is estimated at around 
700,000 (of around 23 million total Syrian population), 
with the majority residing in the southern As-Suwayda 
Governorate – or province – which serves as their 
traditional stronghold.Since the 2011 uprising against 
the Assad regime, the Druze have maintained a degree 
of autonomy, successfully defending their territory 
from various threats, including ISIS and other jihadist 
groups.Following Assad’s fall late last year, the Druze 
— along with other minority groups such as the Kurds 
in the east and Alawites in the west — have called for 
the country to be federalized. They advocate for a 
decentralised model that would grant greater 
autonomy to regional communities.However, the 
transitional government in Damascus is pushing for a 
centralised state and seeking to reassert full control 
over the entire Syrian territory. This fundamental 
disagreement has led to periodic clashes between 
Druze forces and government-aligned troops.Despite 
the temporary ceasefire, tensions remain high. Given 
the core political dispute remains unresolved, many 
expect renewed conflict to erupt in the near future.

Why is Israel involved?
The ousting of the Assad regime created a strategic 

opening for Israel to expand its influence in southern 
Syria. Israel’s involvement is driven by two primary 
concerns:

1. 'Securing' its northern border
Israel views the power vacuum in Syria’s south as a 

potential threat, particularly the risk of anti-Israeli 
militias establishing a foothold near its northern border. 
During the recent clashes, the Israeli military declared: 
"The Israeli Defence Forces will not allow a military 
threat to exist in southern Syria and will act against it.”

WORLD

50 dead and injured in 
shopping mall fire in Iraqi 
city of  Kut

SANAA.  (Agency) 
 Yemen's Houthi rebels claimed a missile launched at 

Israel's main civilian airport, after the Israeli military 
said it intercepted a missile fired from the Arabian 
Peninsula country.The Iran-backed rebels targeted 
Ben Gurion International Airport near Tel Aviv with a 
"Zulfiqar ballistic missile" and drone, military 
spokesman Yehya Saree said late Wednesday.In the 
video statement, he also announced drone attacks on 
military targets and the southern Israeli port of 
Eilat.The Houthis have launched repeated missile 
and drone attacks against Israel since the Gaza war 
began in October 2023, sparked by Hamas's attack on 
Israel, claiming solidarity with Palestinians.

In response, Israel has carried out several air strikes on 
Yemen, including on the port city of Hodeida earlier 
this month.The Israeli military had said that 
"following the sirens that sounded a short while ago 
in several areas in Israel, one missile that was 
launched from Yemen was intercepted."

Early on Wednesday, pro-government forces in Yemen 
said they seized "750 tonnes of weapons" en route 
from Iran to the Houthis.US Central Command hailed 
the operation, calling it "the largest seizure of Iranian 
advanced conventional weapons in their history."

Tarek Saleh, who heads the Yemeni National 
Resistance Forces, said in a post on X that the seizure 
included "naval and air missile systems, an air 
defence system, modern radars, drones, monitoring 
devices, anti-tank missiles, B-10 artillery, tracking 
lenses, sniper rifles, ammunition, and military 
equipment.

BAGHDAD . (Agency) 
 Around 50 people were killed and injured in a fire that 

swept through a shopping mall in the eastern Iraqi 
city of Kut, state media said Thursday.

"The number of victims has reached about 50 people, 
martyrs and injured, in the tragic fire at a major 
shopping centre," Wasit province governor 
Mohammed al-Miyahi told the official INA news 
agency.The blaze at the Hyper Mall broke out late 
Wednesday, but the cause has yet to be identified, 
said Miyahi.Ambulances were still transporting 
casualties as late as 4:00 am, filling beds of a hospital 
in Kut, about 160 kilometres (100 miles) southeast of 
Baghdad.An AFP correspondent said the mall had 
opened just five days ago. Initial reports suggested 
the fire started on the first floor.

The correspondent reported seeing charred bodies in 
hospital.Miyahi declared three days of mourning in 
the province and said local authorities would file a 
lawsuit against the building and mall owner.

Democrats argued that the 
Trump administration's 
animus toward foreign aid 
programs would hurt 
America's standing in the 
world and create a vacuum 
for China to fill.

With its rivalry with India and its 
desire to simultaneously work 
with Pakistan on numerous 
issues, China increasingly sees 
itself as a stakeholder in the 
Indus Waters Treaty, too.

WILMINGTON, Del . (Agency) 
An $8 billion class action investors’ lawsuit against 

Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg and company leaders — 
current and former — began Wednesday, with claims 
stemming from the 2018 privacy scandal involving 
the Cambridge Analytica political consulting firm.

Investors allege in their lawsuit that Meta did not fully 
disclose the risks that Facebook users’ personal 
information would be misused by Cambridge 
Analytica, a firm that supported Donald Trump’s 
successful Republican presidential campaign in 2016. 
Shareholders say Facebook officials repeatedly and 
continually violated a 2012 consent order with the 
Federal Trade Commission under which Facebook 
agreed to stop collecting and sharing personal data on 
platform users and friends without their consent.

Facebook later sold user data to commercial partners in 
direct violation of the consent order and removed 
disclosures from privacy settings that were required 
under consent order, the lawsuit alleges.

The fallout led to Facebook agreeing to pay a $5.1 
billion penalty to settle FTC charges. The social 
media giant also faced significant fines in Europe and 
reached a $725 million privacy settlement with users. 
Now shareholders want Zuckerberg and others to 
reimburse Meta for the FTC fine and other legal costs, 
which the plaintiffs estimate total more than $8 billion.

The first trial witness, privacy expert Neil Richards, 
testified Monday morning for the shareholders.

“Facebook’s privacy disclosures were misleading,” 
said Richards, a professor at Washington University 
Law School.In later testimony, Jeffrey Zients, who 
served on Facebook’s board from 2018 to 2020, 
testified that consumer privacy and user data were 
priori t ies for both management and the 
board.Nonetheless, he supported settling with the 
FTC as it investigated potential violations of the 2012 
consent order, so the company could move forward.

“It was difficult because this was a lot of money, but I 
think it was better than the alternative,” Zients said.

Asked if the board considered making its founder a 
party to the settlement, he said Zuckerberg was 
“essential” to running the company.And, Zients, who 
served in both the Obama and Biden administrations, 
said, “there was no indication that he had done 
anything wrong.”The case is expected to run through 
late next week and include testimony from both 
Zuckerberg and former Chief Operating Officer 
Sheryl Sandberg.

China’s insertion into India-Pakistan waters 
dispute adds a further ripple in South Asia

Pro-Hasina activists with 
sticks attacked police and set 
vehicles on fire as a 20-car 
student convoy arrived to 
mark the 2024 uprising led by 
the newly formed National 
Citizen Party.

 Washington.  (Agency) alarm over a disregard for civil service rare defeat by prosecutors.
protections designed to prevent  The Justice Department has fired But she was successful in numerous 
terminations for political reasons. The Maurene Comey, the daughter of other prosecutions, most notably the 
Justice Department has also fired a former FBI director James Comey and conviction of Ghislaine Maxwell on 
number of prosecutors who worked on a federal prosecutor in Manhattan who sex trafficking charges for helping 
cases that have provoked President worked on the cases against Sean financier Epstein sexually abuse 
Donald Trump’s ire, including some “Diddy” Combs and Jeffrey Epstein, underage girls. In that case, she 
who handled U.S. Capitol riot cases three people familiar with the matter delivered a rebuttal argument during 
and lawyers and support staff who told The Associated Press on closings, as she did in the Combs 
worked on special counsel Jack Wednesday.There was no specific case.Her firing comes as Attorney 
Smith’s prosecutions of Trump.reason given for her firing, according General Pam Bondi faces intense 

to one of the people. They spoke to the Maurene Comey was long seen as a criticism from some members of 
AP on the condition of anonymity to potential target given her father’s Trump’s base for the Justice 
discuss personnel matters.Maurene fraught relationship over the last Department’s decision not to release 
Comey was a veteran lawyer in the decade with the Republican president. a n y  m o r e  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  
Southern District of New York, long The Justice Department recently government’s possession from 
considered the most elite of the Justice appeared to acknowledge the existence Epstein’s sex trafficking investigation. 
Department’s prosecution offices. Her of an investigation into James Comey, Some right-wing internet personalities, 
cases included the sex trafficking though the basis for that inquiry is like Laura Loomer, who have been 
prosecution of Epstein, who killed unclear.Most recently, she was the lead critical of Bondi’s handling of the 
himself behind bars in 2019 as he was prosecutor among six female Epstein files had been calling for 
awaiting trial, and the recent case prosecutors in the sex trafficking and Maurene Comey’s firing.
against Combs, which ended earlier racketeering case against Combs. The James Comey was the FBI director when 
this month with a mixed verdict. failure to convict the hip-hop mogul of Trump took office in 2017, having 

the main charges, while gaining a She didn’t immediately respond to been appointed by then-President 
conviction on prostitution-related m e s s a g e s  s e e k i n g  c o m m e n t  Barack Obama and serving before that 
charges that will likely result in a Wednesday.It’s the latest move by the as a senior Justice Department official 
prison sentence of just a few years, was Justice Department to fire lawyers in President George W. Bush’s 
viewed by some fellow lawyers as a without explanation, which has raised administration. 

resource. But experts have noted the treaty supplementary award in favor of Pakistan, apparent move to counter India’s 
has long held the potential for conflict. arguing that India’s holding of the treaty in suspension of the treaty, China and 

abeyance did not affect its jurisdiction over Pakistan have ramped up construction of a Drafters failed to factor in the effects of 
the case. Moreover, the treaty does not major dam project that would provide climate change, and the Himalayan 
allow for either party to unilaterally water supply and electricity to parts of glaciers that feed the rivers are now melting 
suspend the treaty, the ruling suggested. Pakistan.So, why is China getting involved? at record rates, ultimately putting at risk the 

In part, it reflects the strong long-term sustainability of water 
relationship between Pakistan and supply.
C h i n a ,  d e v e l o p e d  o v e r  s i x  Meanwhile, the ongoing conflict over 
decades.But as an expert in hydro Kashmir, where much of the basin is 
pol i t ics ,  I  bel ieve Bei j ing’s  situated, puts cooperation at risk.
involvement raises concerns: China is With treaty on ice, China steps in
not a neutral observer in the dispute. That latest provocation threatening the 
Rather, Beijing has long harbored a treaty was a terrorist attack in the World.(Agency) 
desire to increase its influence in the Indian union territory of Jammu and  With the future of a crucial water-sharing region and to counter an India long Kashmir on April 22, 2025. In treaty between India and Pakistan up in the seen as a rival.Given the at-times response to that attack, which India air, one outside party is looking on with fraught relationship between China blamed on Pakistan and precipitated a keen interest: China.For 65 years, the Indus and India – the two countries went to four-day confrontation, New Delhi Waters Treaty has seen the two South Asian war in 1962 and continue to engage in temporarily suspended the treaty. Amid the wrangling over the treaty’s future, rivals share access and use of the Indus sporadic border skirmishes – there are Pakistan has turned to China for diplomatic But even before that attack, India and Basin, a vast area covered by the Indus concerns in New Delhi that Beijing may and strategic support. Such support was Pakistan had been locked in negotiation River and its tributaries that also stretches respond by disrupting the flow of rivers in evident during the conflict that took place over the future of the treaty – the status of into Afghanistan and China.For much of its territory that feed into India.following April’s terrorist attack, during which has been in the hands of that history, there has been widespread 

In short, any intervention by Beijing over the which Pakistan employed Chinese-made international arbitrators since 2016.praise for the agreement as a successful 
Indus Waters Treaty risks stirring up fighter jets and other military equipment In the latest development, on June 27, 2025, demonstration of cooperation between 
regional tensions.against its neighbor.Meanwhile, in an the Permanent Court of Arbitration issued a adversarial states over a key shared 

DHAKA

toward southwestern Gopalganj district, injuries.“We urge the world to take note of 
Hasina’s ancestral home, and her Awami this blatant use of security apparatus,” one 
League party’s stronghold.Authorities Awami statement said, adding that it had 
later imposed an overnight curfew in the used mob violence against “dissenters.”
district.Since Hasina's ouster 11 months Student leader Nahid Islam gave the 
ago, Bangladesh has been marked by authorities a 24-hour ultimatum to arrest 
chaos and unchecked mob violence. those responsible for the Gopalganj 
Wednesday's attack underscores the deep violence and floated the prospect of 
divisions in the country as its interim another march in the neighboring district of 
government keeps failing to bring the Faridpur on Thursday.The right wing 
deteriorating security situation under Jamaat-e-Islami party condemned the 

hospital, told reporters that the bodies of at control.TV footage showed pro-Hasina attacks on the student-led party and 
least three people had been brought in. The activists armed with sticks attacking police announced a nationwide protest in all 
country's leading English-language Daily and setting vehicles on fire as a convoy of districts and main cities for Thursday.A 
Star reported that four people died.The about 20 vehicles carrying the leaders of nation in turmoilCritics of the interim 
interim government said Wednesday the . (Agency)  the students' National Citizen Party arrived government  warn of  a  widening 
attackers on the students would not go  Bangladeshi security forces on Wednesday as part of commemorations of the polarization that has reduced hopes for 
“unpunished" and in a statement issued on clashed with supporters of ousted Prime uprising.Party leaders took shelter in the national reconciliation even as Yunus' 
behalf of interim leader Muhammad Minister Sheikh Hasina, leaving at least office of the local police chief. Footage administration pledges to bring order in the 
Yunus, described the violence in Gopalganj four people dead and scores injured, a showed top leaders were being escorted by post-Hasina era. They say if the situation 
as “utterly indefensible."Hasina's Awami hospital official and local media said.The soldiers to an armored vehicle for safety. does not improve, a peaceful transition to 
League party, which authorities banned in violence erupted in the morning and spread They later left for a neighboring district democracy would be jeopardized.Nobel 
May, issued several statements on X as a new political party formed by students with security escorts.Aritifical Inteligence Peace Prize laureate Yunus took over the 
condemning the violence and blaming the who led the uprising against Hasina in usesAritifical Inteligence usesJibitesh country three days after Hasina was toppled 
interim government for the deaths and August last year announced a march Biswas, a senior official of a state-run and fled to India, pledging to restore order.

Yemen's Houthi rebels claim 
missile attack on Israel's 
Ben Gurion airport
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inflation—which excludes more volatile elements like It is indeed good news for consumers that retail inflation 
food and fuel—edged up to 4.4 percent in June, the substantially eased in June. The inflation rate based on 
highest since September 2023.The trends have been the Consumer Price Index fell to 2.10 percent—the 
nudging the central bank to throttle back its anti-lowest since January 2019 and a significant drop from 
inflationary measures, including reducing the key repo the 5.08 percent registered in June 2024. It also 
or short-term lending rate by one percentage point to marked the eight consecutive month the retail rate has 
5.5 percent over the last 6 months. It has made moderated at pre-pandemic levels and stayed near the 
borrowing easier, increased money supply and cranked bottom of the RBI’s tolerance band of 2-6 percent for 
up some sectors of the economy. The June data may the fifth month on the trot. The wholesale inflation, 
induce a further cutback in interest rates in August. too, fell to a 20-month low of -0.13 percent and retail 
However, not all parts of the picture look rosy. The food prices contracted by 1.06 percent in June. This is 
lower readings come on relatively high bases notched significant because the lower down the economic 
up a year ago. Secondly, the street prices of many items pyramid one goes, the larger the share of food items in 
vary geographically and are higher than what these all-household budgets. In other words, higher food prices 
India figures reflect. What is important is that a better affect the poor disproportionately more.

Aritifical Inteligence usesAritifical Inteligence uses handling of essential supplies and management of food 
stocks have contributed to stemming runaway vegetables and pulses over the last few years had been The fall in the CPI’s food basket was mainly driven by a 

inflation. Given affordable food supply is essential, the pushing up food inflation to punishing levels. Economists year-on-year drop of 19 percent in vegetable prices, 11.8 
government needs to keep a keen eye on this area in the say their easing reflects a good monsoon, expanded kharif percent fall in pulses and 3 percent easing of the costs of 
months ahead and intervene as necessary.sowing and improved water supply. However, core meat and spices. The consistently high prices of 

Why the brand 
in the mirror 

must trust one

Give languages room to coexist, flourish

relatively cordial. The inclusion of Brazil and any unilateral redirection of trajectory. There have positioned to contribute to their development and Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent five-nation 
South Africa expanded the group into BRICS, been repeated attempts to include Pakistan in the digitisation trajectories. Its strengths in fintech, diplomatic tour spanning Brazil, Ghana, Namibia, 
bound by a shared vision for a new multipolar grouping, raising legitimate concerns given India’s space and satellite technologies, digital public Trinidad and Tobago, and Argentina was a 
world.Over the past two decades, the BRICS security imperatives. Defence Minister Rajnath infrastructure, and green energy are invaluable demonstration of India’s strategic vision for the 
economies have surged. In purchasing power parity Singh had declined to sign the joint communiqué at assets for driving innovation-led partnerships.Global South. Centred around the BRICS summit 

The BRICS Cross-Border Payments Initiative, along terms, the bloc’s collective economy now stands at the recent SCO defence ministers’ meeting in in Brazil, these visits reinforced India’s position as 
with a growing preference for domestic currency $60 trillion, surpassing the G7’s $45 trillion, driven Qingdao, citing its failure to acknowledge the a pivotal voice among emerging economies in a 
trade, is advantageous for India. While cautious largely by the dynamism of Asian and other Global rapidly-evolving multipolar world. It showcased 
about endorsing a common BRICS currency due South countries. However, BRICS is not without India’s intent to shape global governance by 
to practical concerns, India sees clear strategic contradictions. Border tensions in 2013, 2017 and empowering the Global South, deepening regional 
benefits in enhancing local currency transactions, 2020 have significantly altered India-China cooperation and counterbalancing the hegemonic 
particularly as the bloc moves towards including relations. While the bloc continues to espouse influences in multilateral platforms.
more oil producing countries.India’s efforts to amplify the voice of the Global unity, there are heavy undercurrents of mistrust and 

The Brazil summit marked several diplomatic South have gained momentum in recent years, apprehension. India’s actions reflect an acute 
victories for India. BRICS’ unequivocal culminating in the inclusion of the African Union awareness of these realities.During the Prime 
condemnation of the Pahalgam terror attack into the G20 during India’s presidency in 2023. Minister’s five-nation tour, External Affairs 
reaffirmed its alignment with India’s stance. The This precedent is now mirrored in BRICS, which is Minister S Jaishankar participated in the Quad 
Rio joint declaration explicitly backed the undergoing significant expansion. With India’s foreign ministers’ meeting in the US, highlighting a 
aspirations of both India and Brazil to secure proactive involvement, countries such as Egypt, strategic balancing act. It underscored a 
permanent membership of the UN Security Ethiopia, Iran and the UAE have joined the bloc, commitment to a truly multipolar world, where 
Council. Furthermore, BRICS’ support for India’s now termed BRICS+. Several more nations from India engages within South-South cooperation Pahalgam terror attack though it had references to 

ambition to host COP33 in 2028 emphasised trust West Asia, Africa and Latin America have frameworks like BRICS and the Shanghai incidents in Balochistan, and its omission of India’s 
in India’s capacity to have a leading role in global expressed interest, viewing BRICS as a credible Cooperation Organisation, while also working concerns related to terrorism. This episode serves 
climate action.In an increasingly polarised global platform to champion their interests. with like-minded global partners to promote as a reminder that India must remain alert to ensure 
landscape, where nations are often pressured to India’s current standing can be better appreciated by security, economic collaborations, stable supply multilateral forums do not evolve into platforms 
align with one Great Power or another, India offers revisiting the origins of BRICS in the early 2000s chains, and freedom of navigation in critical that undermine its core strategic and security 
a compelling alternative worldview. Rejecting the and the foundational RIC or Russia-India-China regions.India’s influence within BRICS is interests.Despite these challenges, the potential for 
binary choices reminiscent of the Cold War, India framework. At that time, the global order was instrumental in ensuring the coalition remains economic cooperation within BRICS remains 
advances a vision grounded in its civilisational markedly different. Russia was a member of the aligned with its broader interests. With China’s enormous. With all member nations and the wider 
ethos of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’, that the world G8, China was seamlessly integrating into West- strong clout in the grouping, it is imperative for Global South undergoing rapid digital and 
is one family. led institutions, and India-China relations were India to maintain a proactive presence to prevent technological transformation, India is uniquely 

Food logistics key to keeping retail inflation in check

We live in the midst of a brand clutter. Look around. 
Nothing is unbranded anymore. Literally 
everything you and I use are branded items. Some 
more aggressively than others. Nevertheless, 
nothing remains pristine without the sacred or not-
so-sacred touch—depending on what you 
believe—of branding.There are daily-use 
products and, equally, service brands that many of 
us recognise by the labels they sport. Every 
category has a hierarchy of brands that spans the 
category of the popular, the premium and the 
luxury. Every breath you take and every step you 
take are dictated by a brand in some way or 
another. This newspaper in your hand is a brand, 
just as the toothpaste you used to brush your teeth 
with this morning is one. The book you will read 
later is a brand—as are all the people you meet 
today.That brings us to the human brand—the 
persona brand each one of us is. If you have a name 
all your own, you are a brand. So am I. And there 
begins the journey of the human brand: a name 
given to distinguish one from the other. You and I 
are, therefore, brands in our own right, each with a 
distinct identity. When your parents gave you your 
name, the journey of your brand label began. We 
are wedded to our names till death. And, 
interestingly, beyond.Human brands are really 
valuable offerings in the great marketplace of 
brands. While every one of our cricketers is wildly 
aware of the potential of their personal brand, 
many of us are blissfully unaware of the trueblue 
potential of our own. I have been working in the 
realm of personal branding for the last two 
decades. These brands are really as personal as the 
person is, and therefore to each their own.

Some prefer to focus on their personal brands and 
others just let it be. While some cultivate their 
brand image with care, others let it happen on its 
own. And then there are others who want to 
cultivate a brand persona which is not theirs at all. 
What, then, is right and what is wrong?

Aritifical Inteligence usesAritifical Inteligence uses
Brands are built mostly with method and a bit of 

madness. The ones built in this manner are 
carefully cultivated. To an extent, personal brands 
built this way are insecure offerings. They ape 
practices and processes from the realm of 
inanimate product and service brands and tend to 
set for themselves goals that are not true to them. 
They are not real in many ways. They are forced 
articulations of what they believe is good to be. It 
is not really what they are. And there lies the 
problem. Many a persona brand from the realm of 
politics are socialists by day and socialites by 
night.Over the last two decades, of the 79 
prominent politicians from across the spectrum in 
India, Sri Lanka, Singapore and Thailand I have 
worked with, only 14 have asked me to showcase 
them to be who they really are; 65 other souls 
prefer to be seen as better versions of who they 
really are. Some, of course, want vastly improved 
imageries, at times even diametrically opposed to 
their real selves. I have refused many. My ethos in 
personal branding is a simple one. If you are a 
wolf, look like a wolf. Don’t attempt a ‘wolf in 
sheep’s clothing’ image. It rarely works. Even if it 
works, it does only for a while.I do believe 
personal branding has three distinct avatars: the 
good, the bad and the ugly. The good is when you 
are using the tools of personal branding to promote 
your persona with a set of objectives to help people 
better their lives in some way. The good politician 
is that kind of an entity. To folks of this kind, the 
direction in personal branding is clear: you be you. 
Whatever you are, portray that with vigour. Don’t 
add one iota of garam masala to your image. Not 
even a tadka or garnish. That makes you a truthful 
persona who will be looked up to.

LANGUAGE binds us, divides us and often defines us. 
Recently, a junior colleague from a Hindi-speaking state 
sighed at the latest language controversy, calling it a fresh 
irritant, I reminded him sharply of Rahat Indori’s line, 
“Humarey moonh mein, tumhari zubaan thodi hai” (It’s 
not in my mouth that your language dwells). I argued that 
the notion of a single national language belonged to an 
outdated era — 1920s to 1940s. Today, insisting on 
linguistic uniformity feels as obsolete as driving an 
Ambassador in the age of Tesla.Historically, languages 
have profoundly shaped nations. Kemal Pasha 
modernised Turkish, solidifying Turkey’s identity as 
distinct from its Ottoman past. Israel brought back 
Hebrew, once confined to religious rituals, into daily life, 
creating a sense of cultural pride and unity. Yet, these 
successes weren’t universal. In Pakistan, when 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah sought to impose Urdu as the sole 
national language in 1948, students at Dacca University 
fiercely opposed it. 

Their demand for equal respect for Bengali ignited the 
linguistic nationalism that eventually birthed 
Bangladesh. This vividly illustrates that linguistic 
imposition rarely achieves unity but instead fuels 
resistance.India, rich in linguistic diversity, faced even 
greater complexities at Independence. The framers of our 
Constitution selected Hindi, crafted in Devanagari script Hindi risks alienation, not cohesion. The notion of diversity. Social harmony depends on respecting this 
by British scholars at Fort William in Calcutta, hoping it linguistic dominance is fundamentally flawed — it diversity, not suppressing it.Educational systems should 
would unify the nation. But resistance erupted soon breeds division, resentment and social fracture. also reflect an inclusive approach. Linguistic education 
thereafter. The strongest protests erupted in Tamil Nadu should aim not merely at proficiency in a single national Today’s digital age, dominated by English, further 
in the 1960s, and resistance echoed across several states, language but at nurturing multilingual skills, promoting transforms language dynamics. English has become a 
not just in the South.Punjab rejected Hindi, asserting its linguistic respect and appreciating diverse cultural global linguistic bridge, essential for international 
right to use Punjabi in the Gurmukhi script. After an heritages. Schools must emphasise linguistic equality commerce, science, technology and diplomacy. Regional 
intense agitation, Punjab achieved its separate linguistic rather than superiority. It would foster greater national languages, in contrast, have become islands of localised 
identity in 1966. Similarly, in eastern India, Oriya integration, cultural appreciation and mutual respect expression. In this new landscape, demanding Hindi 
speakers resisted the dominance of Bengali, securing among citizens.Furthermore, languages are repositories of exclusivity is impractical and irrelevant. Language 
Odisha’s cultural autonomy. Assam’s linguistic anxieties history and culture. They carry unique stories, traditions flexibility, multilingual capabilities and openness are 
triggered riots against perceived Bengali encroachment, and perspectives. Suppressing a language or elevating one now prerequisites for global success and even domestic 
leaving scars still visible in the stereotyping of every at the expense of others risks erasing these rich cultural harmony.For instance, a Hindi-speaking businessman 
Bengali-speaking Muslim as Bangladeshi. narratives. The push for linguistic homogeneity ignores who masters Chinese or Russian has enormous global 

These disputes underline a critical truth: language is deeply the deeply emotional and personal attachment advantages. Can he realistically insist that everyone 
tied to identity, dignity and pride. The Supreme Court communities have to their mother tongues. It disregards within India, whether in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, West 
recently affirmed, “Language is culture. Language is the the truth that language is more than just communication — Bengal or Punjab, must respond solely in Hindi? Such an 
yardstick to measure the civilisational march of a it is heritage, emotion and identity.insistence would not only harm business interests but also 
community and its people… its earliest and primary create unnecessary friction. Effective communication The solution lies not in forcing a uniform language but in 
purpose will always remain communication.” Language thrives on mutual understanding, respect, and linguistic fostering an environment where languages can coexist and 
should serve as a bridge, not a barrier. Yet, it often adaptability, not on forced uniformity. flourish together. The challenge is to encourage linguistic 
becomes a tool manipulated by political interests seeking harmony without dominance, promoting multilingualism Moreover, the Supreme Court’s judgment in April 
dominance.Despite historical lessons, periodically, the as an asset, not a problem.As I firmly told my colleague, emphasised mult i l ingual  coexistence:  “Our 
official impulse to enforce Hindi resurfaces, especially in no one has the right to dictate another person’s language or misconceptions, perhaps even our prejudices against a 
moments of heightened nationalism. Politicians force their understanding. Your language does not reside language, have to be courageously and truthfully tested 
sometimes view language as an easy shortcut to national in my mouth. The freedom to choose one’s language is against reality, which is the great diversity of our nation: 
unity, overlooking the complex realities of India’s fundamental, reflecting individual and community Our strength can never be our weakness,” wrote Justice 
multilingual society. But India’s unity thrives precisely dignity. Respecting linguistic autonomy fosters social Sudhanshu Dhulia in Varshatai vs Maharashtra. Indeed, 
because of its linguistic diversity, not despite it. Imposing cohesion, mutual respect and true national unity.India’s strength lies in its diversity, including linguistic 

Imposing Hindi risks alienation, not cohesion. The notion of linguistic dominance is fundamentally flawed — it breeds division, resentment and social fracture.

The consistently high prices of vegetables and pulses over the last few years had been pushing up food inflation to punishing levels. 

Economists say their easing reflects a good monsoon, expanded kharif sowing and improved water supply

The PM’s recent five-nation tour was part of  India’s efforts to deepen engagement with the Global South. Through its 
upcoming presidency of  BRICS, India hopes to shape a global order where emerging economies have a greater voice

BRICS to buttress Global South
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The government is set to 

restore Section 80M in the 

new Income Tax Bill, easing 

dividend tax burdens for 

companies. The bill is likely 

to pass in the Monsoon 

Session.

time.The survey received over commerce and quick commerce apps. 
64,000 responses from consumers in Out of 16,519 responses, only 11% 
314 districts across India. The said their negative reviews were 

"published as is."The breakdown 
shows:35% said reviews were 
"not published sometimes"24% 
said reviews were "not published 
at all"30% did not give a clear 
answer

This means nearly 6 in 10 
consumers who tried to post 
negative reviews found they were 
blocked or removed.

Consumers Still Rely on Reviews 
Despite ProblemsDespite these 

 New Delhi. (Agency)   issues, consumers continue to use 
A survey has found that most e- ratings and reviews when 

findings raise serious questions about commerce platforms in India are not shopping online. The survey found 
transparency in India's growing e-publishing negative reviews from that 41% of shoppers always check 
commerce sector, where online customers.The survey by LocalCircles ratings and reviews before buying, 
reviews play a crucial role in purchase shows that 59% of consumers who while 35% sometimes check them. 
d e c i s i o n s . T h e  s u r v e y  a s k e d  posted low ratings or negative reviews Another  24% check  rev iews  
consumers about their experience in the past 12 months say their reviews specifically for expensive or non-
when posting negative reviews on e-were not published some or most of the branded products.

Is Thane outshining Mumbai real 
estate with cheaper housing

the old tax law, which allowed Indian for the return of Section 80M, arguing that residency status for Indians working 
firms to deduct from their taxable income its absence would increase tax burdens abroad. The phrase “for the purpose of 
any dividends received from other and discourage efficient corporate employment” has been retained to 
domestic companies. Its removal in the structuring.The committee's report, remove any ambiguity in interpreting 
new draft bill had raised red flags residency rules.The panel also 
across corporate India, especially proposed restoring provisions 
for companies operating within that allow the tax department to 
multi-tier structures, where the issue a nil withholding tax 
same dividend income risked c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  s p e c i f i c  
being taxed multiple times.The payments—another rollback of 
proposal is among over 285 a clause originally removed in 
tweaks  sugges t ed  by  the  the draft bill.

It may be noted that the panel parliamentary select committee, 
chose not  to  a l ter  core  headed by MP Baijayant Panda, 
provisions of Section 247(1), which unanimously adopted its 

New Delhi. (Agency)  which deals with searches and report on Wednesday.With the 
A key parliamentary panel has proposed seizures, although this section government greenlighting the 

reinstating a crucial deduction under the witnessed the most debate bulk of the recommendations, the 
Income Tax Bill 2025, a move that could during the committee’s 36 reformed tax legislation, meant to 

which will be presented in the Lok Sabha bring major relief to Indian companies by sittings. Stakeholders who appeared overhaul the six-decade-old Income Tax 
on the first day of the session, reflects avoiding double taxation on inter- before the panel also raised concerns over Act, is expected to be passed swiftly in the 
several such industry concerns.Another corporate dividends, The Economic the faceless assessment mechanism and upcoming  monsoon  sess ion  o f  
important recommendation involved Ti m e s  r e p o r t e d . T h e  p a n e l  h a s  called for simplification of TDS rates and Parliament.
reinstating language that clarifies recommended reviving Section 80M of Industry stakeholders had strongly lobbied processes.

Parliament panel proposes revival of  key 
tax relief  for companies: Report

TCS benching policy sparks fear among 
employees after first cycle: Report

New Delhi(Agency).
If you are planning to take a personal loan this year, 

it is good to know how much different banks are 
charging in 2025. Personal loans are a quick way 
to get money when you need it most, whether it’s 
for medical needs, a wedding, a holiday, or even 
to pay off other debts. Unlike a home or car loan, 
you do not need to keep anything as security.

WHAT ARE THE LATEST RATES?
Many banks in India have updated their personal 

loan interest rates for 2025. Most banks are 
offering rates starting from about 9.50% per year 
and going up to 10.50% for some customers, 
depending on their credit score and repayment 
ability.For example, as of July 13, Bank of 
Maharashtra is offering one of the lowest rates at 
9.50% per annum with a processing fee of up to 
1%. State Bank of India’s personal loan rate 
ranges between 10.30% and 15.30% per annum 
with a processing fee of up to 1.5%.Private banks 
like ICICI Bank are charging rates between 

10.85% and 16.65% per annum with a processing 
fee that can go up to 2%.

EXTRA CHARGES YOU SHOULD KNOW 
ABOUT

Apart from the interest, you also need to pay a 
processing fee when you take a personal loan. 
This can be anywhere between 2% to 3.5% of the 
loan amount, depending on the bank.You will also 
have to pay GST on this fee. Some banks, like 
Indian Overseas Bank, charge as low as 0.5% as 
processing charges, while others, like IndusInd 
Bank, may charge up to 3.5% or more.

BENEFITS AND RISKS OF PERSONAL LOANS
A personal loan can really help during emergencies 

because you get quick approval, and you don’t 
have to mortgage your gold or property.

It also comes with fixed EMIs and tenure, so you 
know exactly how much to repay every month. 
However, because there is no security kept with 
the bank, the interest rates are higher compared to 
secured loans.If you fail to pay your EMIs on 
time, it can spoil your credit score and make it 
difficult for you to get loans in the future.

Personal loan rates 2025: 
How much are SBI, ICICI and 

others charging

Larger homes like 3BHKs and 4BHKs explains that Thane homes are at least New Delhi(Agency).
together make up only around 13% of 78% cheaper than similar ones in Thane is no longer just a quiet neighbour 
the new supply.The most popular price Mumbai’s suburbs.For example, a of Mumbai, it has become one of the 
bracket for these homes is between Rs 2BHK with an average carpet area of busiest real estate pockets in the 

650 sq. ft. costs about Rs 1.25 crore in Mumbai  Metropoli tan Region 
Thane, while the same unit can cost (MMR). In just three years, home 
over Rs 2 crore in Mumbai’s central prices here have shot up by 46%, 
suburbs and nearly Rs 2.4 crore in the showing how popular this city has 
western parts of the city, not including become among homebuyers looking 
GST, registration and other extra for better value.According to a new 
charges.report by ANAROCK titled, ‘Thane: 

VERTICAL GROWTH THE NEW The Rising Star of MMR Real Estate’, 
NORMALDue to shrinking land in the average price of a home in Thane 
Thane, builders are now going was around Rs 13,550 per square foot 
vertical. The city now has 89 in the second quarter of 2022. By the 
residential towers that are more than end of June 2025, this has jumped to 

40 floors tall.80 lakh and Rs 1.6 crore, which is still about Rs 19,800 per square foot.
seen as reasonable when compared to This shows how developers are trying to WHY SMALLER HOMES ARE IN 
Mumbai’s central or western suburbs. make the best use of limited land by DEMAND

building upwards. Around 47% of this “Affordability is the main draw for Most new homes coming up in Thane are 
new supply comes from Grade A people choosing Thane,” says Aayush either 1BHK or 2BHK units. About 
developers, giving buyers more trusted Puri, Head- ANAROCK Channel 45% of new supply from 2020 to 2025 
choices.Partners (ACP) and ANACITY. He was 2BHKs, while 42% was 1BHKs. 

Sensex opens flat, Nifty 
above 25,200; SBI shares 
up 1%

New Delhi.  (Agency) 
Benchmark stock market indices opened flat on 

Thursday, as the market remained in the consolidation 
phase due to a lack of fresh triggers. Metal and 
pharma stocks gained in early trade.

The S&P BSE Sensex was down 41.02 points to 
82,593.46, while the NSE Nifty50 lost 13.30 points to 
25,198.75 as of 9:30 am.Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief 
Investment Strategist, Geojit Investments Limited, 
said that there are no triggers for the market to break 
out of the consolidation range in which it has been 
stuck for two months now.'Even an India-US interim 
trade deal has been discounted by the market, leaving 
no scope for a sharp rally decisively breaking the 
range. One positive and surprise factor that can 
trigger a rally is a tariff rate much below 20%, say 
15%, which the market has not discounted. So, watch 
out for developments on the trade and tariff front," he 
added.Among the top gainers in early trade, Sun 
Pharma led with a strong rise of 0.88%, followed by 
Tata Motors which gained 0.43%. Kotak Mahindra 
Bank climbed 0.42%, while NTPC advanced 0.36% 
and Bharat Electronics Limited rose 0.31%.

Tech Mahindra faced the biggest decline, dropping 
0.87%. Eternal Health fell 0.71%, while ICICI Bank 
went down 0.68%. State Bank of India lost 0.34% and 
Asian Paints declined 0.22%.The Nifty Midcap100 
fell 0.07% while Nifty Smallcap100 gained 0.14%, 
and India VIX rose 0.26%.Among the sectoral 
indices, several showed positive momentum with 
Nifty Pharma leading at 0.52%, followed by Nifty 
Realty at 0.37%, Nifty Healthcare at 0.37%, Nifty 
Metal at 0.26%, Nifty Consumer Durables at 0.20%, 
and Nifty FMCG at 0.12%.Nifty PSU Bank faced the 
biggest decline at 0.65%, followed by Nifty IT which 
dropped 0.27%. Nifty Financial Services fell 0.24%, 
Nifty Private Bank declined 0.15%, Nifty Media went 
down 0.13%, Nifty Oil & Gas lost 0.03%, and Nifty 
Auto slipped 0.02%.

New Delhi(Agency).
 CHENNAI: Just a month after Google announced a 

free one-year subscription to its premium AI toolset, 
Gemini 2.5 Pro, for college students in India, US-
based AI-powered search platform Perplexity has 
now rolled out a similar offer. Customers of India’s 
second-largest mobile operator, Bharti Airtel, can 
now access a free one-year subscription to Perplexity 
Pro.Valued at approximately ?17,000 annually, the 
Perplexity Pro subscription is now available at no 
cost to Airtel users across mobile, broadband, and 
DTH services.According to Airtel, the offer is 
accessible to its entire subscriber base of around 360 
million users. While the official announcement 
highlights postpaid and broadband users, many 
prepaid customers have also reported successfully 
activating the offer via the Airtel Thanks app. To 
claim the subscription, users must log in to the app, 
navigate to the "Rewards & OTTs" or "Credits" 
section, and tap on the Perplexity Pro banner.

Perplexity Pro includes access to AI models like GPT-
4.1, Claude, and Grok 4, along with features such as 
file uploads, AI-powered image generation, 
reasoning-based search, dashboards, document 
parsing, and limited API access. The service is 
available across Android, iOS, Windows, Mac, and 
web browsers.This partnership positions Airtel as a 
frontrunner in integrating AI into telecom and digital 
services, offering powerful tools to students, 
professionals, and everyday users seeking smarter, 
faster ways to search, analyze, and create content 
using AI.In June, Google had offered a similar benefit 
to Indian college students—free access to Gemini 2.5 
Pro, Deep Research, AI video generator Veo 3, and 
enhanced limits on NotebookLM—as part of its push 
to expand AI adoption in education.

Are e-commerce firms hiding your 
rating New survey reveals the truth

Perplexity teams up with 
Airtel to access India, a 
month after Google’s free 
Gemini push

The policy, introduced on June 12, 

limits the time employees can 

remain without project work to 

just 35 days. After this, they face 

the risk of  losing out on 

promotions or even losing their 

jobs.

clients during interviews or being asked a new project in time.“These are not non- Krithivasan did not answer questions about 
to work in cities far from their home performing employees, but skilled whether TCS has stopped salaries for 
locations.One post said, “This is the first professionals who find themselves employees on the bench for long 
s t e p  t o w a r d s  e m p l o y m e n t  temporarily without allocation Instead of periods.According to a report by The 
rationalisation based on utilisation. support, they are met with suspicion, Economic Times (ET), the company is 
Brace for layoffs.” coercion, and threats,” said NITES facing pressure from rising employee 

president Harpreet Singh Saluja.On the costs and slower business growth. TCS Another user, who recently joined the 
other hand, some voices on Reddit recently reported its third quarter in a row company, wrote, as quoted by The 
support the move, claiming that some of decline. At the same time, artificial Economic Times, “I was trained in Java, 
staff have misused the bench system. intelligence (AI) is automating many but within a month of being on the 
“This may help TCS trim some seriously routine IT tasks, making it harder to place bench, I was being forced into a support 
underperforming resources, those stuck entry-level engineers.IT companies are project that doesn’t use Java or Python.”
on TCS like a leech,” one user posted.In likely to get stricter with bench policies There is no official number on how many 
response to the growing concerns, TCS because of soft business conditions and a employees might be affected. However, New Delhi. (Agency)    
CEO and MD K Krithivasan told The shift toward high-demand skills,” said industry experts say that about 15–18% of Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) has 
Times of India that the policy simply Pareekh Jain, founder and CEO of IT workers in top Indian IT firms are usually completed the first round of its new bench 
makes an old practice more structured. consulting firm EIIRTrend. He added that on the bench. With a workforce of around policy, and many employees are now 
“It’s always been expected that associates employee costs are affecting company 6.13 lakh employees, the impact at TCS feeling anxious about their future at the 
take responsibility for their careers,” he profits, so tighter rules may follow across could be wide-reaching.An employee company.The policy, introduced on June 
said. “While HR supports project the industry.Other experts agree. Nitin rights group, the Nascent Information 12, limits the time employees can remain 
placement, we also expect associates to Bhatt, who leads the technology sector at Technology Employees Senate (NITES), without project work to just 35 days. After 
proactively seek new assignments after EY India, said that tech companies are has raised the issue with the government. this, they face the risk of losing out on 
completing existing ones.”He added that now asking employees to upgrade their In a letter to Labour Minister Mansukh promotions or even losing their jobs.
TCS invests in training its employees and skills to match changing client needs. “By Mandaviya, NITES called the policy 

Several workers have taken to social media wants to see them deployed after that. revisiting bench policies, companies are “inhumane” and “exploitative.” The 
platforms like Reddit to share their “Projects are driven by client needs, not pushing workers to reskill in areas like AI, group accused TCS of threatening 
worries. Some say they are being pushed personal choice. If skill gaps exist, we try cybersecurity, and digital engineering,” employees with job loss and denying 
into projects that do not match their skills. to close them before deployment.” he said.them experience letters if they fail to find 
Others complain about being rejected by 

New Delhi. . (Agency)  
 New Delhi: Salaried employees may no longer need to 

wait for retirement or job loss to access their 
Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) savings. The 
Centre is considering a proposal by the Employees’ 
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) to ease 
withdrawal norms. If approved, subscribers could be 
allowed to withdraw their entire EPF corpus or a 
portion of it once every 10 years, reported 

Moneycontrol. Currently, EPF members can 
withdraw the full amount only after retirement, 
usually at the age of 58 or if they remain unemployed 
for over two months. Partial withdrawals are 
allowed but only for specific purposes like buying a 
house, medical emergencies, education, or 
marriage.Starting this month, EPF members can 
withdraw up to 90 per cent of their savings to buy 
land or build a house. Earlier, this benefit was 
available only to those who had contributed to their 
EPF for at least five continuous years. Now, the 
eligibility period has been reduced to just three 
years, making it easier for more people to use their 
savings for housing.What’s New in EPF Rules.

Major Relief  For Salaried 
Employees: EPF Withdrawal 
May Be Allowed Every 10 
Years, Reports

Most new homes coming up in Thane are either 1BHK or 2BHK units. About 45% of  new supply from 2020 to 2025 was 2BHKs, while 

42% was 1BHKs. Larger homes like 3BHKs and 4BHKs together make up only around 13% of  the new supply.

59% consumers say negative 
reviews often not published on 
e-commerce sites

41% shoppers always check 
reviews before buying online

80% want mandatory rules for 
review transparency, not 
voluntary



The Sikh Tims
C h a n d i g a r h : T h e

Haryana Health
Department is accelerating
efforts to improve health-
care infrastructure, work-
force, and services across
the state. The department
has hired 720 new doctors
and is actively working to fill
remaining vacancies in hos-
pitals. This was stated by
Health and Family Welfare
Minister Arti Singh Rao dur-
ing a press conference held
in Panchkula today. She said
785 medical facilities across
the state—including
Primary Health Centres

(PHCs), Community Health
Centres (CHCs), Sub-
Health Centres, and Civil
Hospitals—are slated for
upgradation. Of these,
administrative approval has
already been received for
534 facilities, with the rest
under process. Regular
coordination meetings with
the Public Works
Department (PWD) are
being held to expedite con-
struction and renovation
work. The minister high-
lighted the state's extensive

efforts to increase First
Referral Units (FRUs),
which offer specialized
maternal and newborn care.
In 2014, Haryana had 41
FRUs, which have now
increased to 87. Additional
FRUs with specialist servic-
es are in the pipeline. She

also spoke about the Ujjwal
Drishti Haryana Abhiyan, a
first-of-its-kind statewide
campaign launched this
month to provide free spec-
tacles to school children and
vision correction for citizens
above 45 years of age. Over
1.4 lakh spectacles have
already been distributed
simultaneously across 22

district hospitals, 50 sub-divi-
sional hospitals, and 122
community health centres.
Eye examinations of nearly
21 lakh students in 14,267
government schools are
underway, and approximate-
ly 40,000 students identified
with visual impairments will
receive free eyeglasses. 
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NAME CHANGE
I, Sumit Yadav S/O Chander Sen
Yadav R/O H.No. 421 ,Khati Wali
Gali Kapashera , Kapashera,
South West Delhi, Delhi -110037,
have changed the name of my
minor daughter namely
NihiraYadav aged 02 years and
she shall hereafter be known as
Ritvi Yadav

NAME CHANGE
I, Rajesh Kumar S/O Rajendra
Kumar R/O D-54, first floor, Gokul
Puri , Near Samudai Bhawan
Gokal Pur , PO: Gokal Puri , Dist:
North East Delhi , Delhi -110094,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Swami
Rajeshanand  Yogeshwar Giri

NAME CHANGE
I, Pooja Rani D/O Rishi Pal Singh
R/O S-616, Ist floor , School Block
, Shakarpur, Dist: East Delhi, Delhi
-110092, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
Sadhvi Purnima Yogeshwar Giri

NAME CHANGE
I, Bhushan Kumar alias Bhushan
Mehta S/O Ved Vias  R/O House
No -240, Second floor, Khasra No-
117/1, Village Naharpur , Rohini
Sector -7,PO: Rohini Sector -
7,Dist: North West Delhi, Delhi -
110085, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
Bhushan Kumar

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
Mohd Ghazi Ansari S/O Ishrat Ali
R/O 7054-7055,Gali Masjid Wali ,
Beri Wala Bagh, Near Azad Market,
Delhi G. P. O. North Delhi, Delhi -
110006, declare that name of my
father has been wrongly written as
Ishrat Ali Ansari in my 10th class
educational documents. The actual
name of my father is Ishrat Ali

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
POOJA ORAON W/O SANJOY
ORAON R/O HOUSE NO-184,
MASJID MOTH, VTC ANDREWS-
GANJ, PO ANDREWSGANJ,
DISTT. SOUTH DELHI, DELHI-
110049 declare that name of mine
and my minor daughter and my
husband have been wrongly writ-
ten as POOJA ORAV, NANDINI
ORAV and SANJAY ORAV in my
minor daughter namely NANDINI
ORAON aged 16 years in her 10th
class educational documents. The
actual name of mine, my minor
daughter and my husband are
POOJA ORAON, NANDINI
ORAON and SANJOY ORAON
respectively which may be amend-
ed accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
Manoj Kumar S/o Balwant Raj, R/o
House no. B-50, Second floor,
Right Side, Green Fields Colony ,
NHPC Colony, Faridabad, PO
NHPC Colony, Faridabad Haryana-
121010 declare that the name of
mine and my Wife has been wrong-
ly written as Manoj Kumar Gulati
and Bindika Sharma in my minor
Daughter namely Prasiddhi Gulati,
aged 15 years in her School
Record. The actual name of mine
and my wife is Manoj Kumar and
Bindika Sharma Gulati, which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHD AABID S/O MOHD
ISRAIL R/O RZ 3014, 34, TUGH-
LAKABAD EXTENSION, KALKAJI,
SOUTH DELHI, DELHI, 110019
have change the name of my minor
daughter ROOKSAR aged 12
years and she shall hereafter be
known as SHALINI. I have changed
only her name not her religion.

NAME CHANGE
I ARUN KUMAR SHARMA S/O
SURESH KUMAR SHARMA R/O H.
NO- 156, KHICHRI PUR VILLAGE,
MAYUR VIHAR PATPARGANJ,
EAST DELHI, DELHI-110091, have
changed the name of minor daugh-
ter AASHI SHARMA aged 17 years
and she shall hereafter be known as
ANJALI SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
I, Rubeena W/o Sahil R/o House No-
444, Gali No-6, Mangla Puri Phase-
1, Dabri, Palam Village, Delhi-
110045, declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as Rubina
in my minor daughter Joya, aged 11
years in her School Record. The
actual name of mine is Rubeena,
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as RANJANA alias
RAJINA TETE D/o RATIA TETE W/o
JOSEF R/o 59, D-Block, Jai Vihar,
Najafgarh, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110043, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
RAJINA TETE.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Mumtaj Ali S/o
MD Arif R/o 219/7, Chouhan
Banger Delhi-110053 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Mohd. Mumtaz.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Parmod Gupta
S/o Mahesh Chand Gupta R/o
House No-10 Block-K, Rama
Vihar, Mohammad Pur Majri, North
West Delhi, Delhi-110081 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Parmod Kumar.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Mona Jatav D/o
Puran Chand R/o Khasra No-1145,
1146, Rajokari, South West Delhi,
Delhi-110038 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Mona Singh.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Pradeep S/o
Puran Chand R/o 91/57, Jatav Basti,
Chilla Village, Mayur Vihar Ph-1,
East Delhi, Delhi-110091 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as Pradeep Singh.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Shivdhar
Prasad S/o Sonu Ram R/o A-395,
Kaushal Puri, Azadpur, North West
Delhi, Delhi-110033 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Ramesh.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as KAMALJEET
W/O HARPAL SINGH R/O 7/10 Tc
New Moti Nagar Po Ramesh
Nagar H.O Dist West Delhi Delhi-
110015 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
KAMALJEET KAUR.

NAME CHANGE
I, SONU SINGH S/O BECHAN
SINGH R/O 421 Panna Wali Gali
Shahdara North East Delhi Delhi-
110032 have changed the name of
my minor daughter namely KIRTIKA
SINGH aged 10 years and she shall
hereafter be known as KIRTI SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Harsh Kumar
Singh Bhadoria S/O Nand Kumar
Singh Bhadoria R/O F-188, Hari
Nagar, Extn Part-2, Jaitpur, Badarpur,
South Delhi-110044 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Harsh Singh Bhadoria.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Guddu Yadav S/o Late Sh. Ram
Kuber Yadav, R/o S-134/192, Mehar
Chand Market, Harijan Camp, Lodhi
Road, Central Delhi, Delhi 110003,
as That my correct name is Guddu
Yadav but at the time of got the
admission in Sarvodaya Vidyalaya,
Jor Bagh School, record of my son's
name wrongly entered Prince and my
name was wrongly entered Ram
Nayan, that all my documents like
Aadhar Card, Pan Card etc. my
name mentioned as a Guddu Yadav
and my son all documents like
Aadhar Card etc. my son's name
mention as a Prince Yadav but
school record of my son his surname
is not added i.e. Yadav but my son
current name is Prince Yadav.

NAME CHANGE
I, MANTHAN S/o SANDEEP KUMAR
R/O H.NO-64, BLOCK-20, DDA
FLATS, DAKSHINPURI EXTEN-
SION, PUSHPA BHAWAN, SOUTH
DELHI, DELHI-110062 have changed
my name from MANTHAN to MAN-
THAN KUMAR for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANSH S/O SANDEEP KUMAR R/O
H.NO-64, BLOCK-20, DDA FLATS,
DAKSHINPURI EXTENSION,
PUSHPA BHAWAN, SOUTH DELHI,
DELHI-110062  have changed my
name from ANSH to ANSH KUMAR
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, EKTA W/O SANDEEP KUMAR
R/O H.NO-64, BLOCK-20, DDA
FLATS, DAKSHINPURI EXTEN-
SION, PUSHPA BHAWAN, SOUTH
DELHI, DELHI-110062 have
changed my name from EKTA to
EKTAKUMAR for all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is Publicly informed that | Kavita W/o
Mr. Chander Bhan R/o. H. No. 287,
Sector-38, Islam-pur Sub-Tehsil
Badshahpur District Gugugram,
Haryana owner of Property area
measuring 50 Sq. Yds., having its cov-
ered area measuring 100 Sq. Ft.,
Situated in the Abadi of Lal Dora, in
the area of Village - Islampur Sub-
Tehsil Badshahpur District Gugugram,
Haryana (hereinafter called the said
property), vide Sale Deed dated
20.06.2019, duly regd. As doc no.
Document No. 3385 in Book No. 1,
Volume No. 33/666, on Pages
162.25/94 to 96, on dated 20.06.2019,
SR-Badshahpur. That Original sale
Deed dated 15.09.2008, Doc. No.
14616 and Original Sale Deed dated
09.11.2009, Doc. No. 14274 in respect
of above said property have been
lost/mis-placed & not traceable. And I
intend to mortgage above said proper-
ty with AU Small Finance Bank. And I
will be responsible for any discrepan-
cies, if any. I we would like to
announce to general public that any
person who is having any right, title or
interest against above prop-erty/share
or documents may to confirm/contact
to below person.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notice is hereby given that my
client Mrs. Hemlata W/o Mr. Brajesh
Kumar, D/o Tursi, R/o 30/37, Vishwas
Nagar, Shahdara, North-Delhi, Delhi
110032, also at 134/6, 2nd floor, Lodhi
Mohalla, Farsh Bazaar, Sahadra,
Delhi – 110032, is owner of
Residential First Floor, without roof
rights, built on Property No. 3/147,
area measuring 75 Square Yards i.e.
62.7075 Square Meters, arising from
Khasra No. 642, Situated in the area
of Village Chandrawali alias
Shahdara, in the abadi of Gali Ganga
Ram Chhota Bazar, Illaqa Shahdara,
Delhi-110032, vide Sale Deed Dated
11.04.2023, Doc No. 3494, Book No.
1, registered with SRO IV-B, Vivek
Vihar, Delhi . That the prior chain
Original Relinquishment Deed Dated
24.03.2023, Doc No. 2850, Book No.
1, Volume No. 3664, Page No. 129 to
133, registered with SRO-IV-B, Vivek
Vihar, Delhi. A Lost Report has been
lodged online on 30.06.2025, vide LR
No. 2962959/2025, at P. S. Crime
Branch Delhi. My client is absolute
owner of the said property which is
free from encumbrance. The said
property neither falls under acquisition
nor falls under any litigation in any
court of law. On date, being the
absolute owner of the said property,
my client Mrs. Hemlata, going to take
loan/facilities against the said property
which is going to be financed by
Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd., branch
Nithari, Sector-31, Noida, Uttar
Pradesh. If any person(s) found the
same or has/have any objection
regarding the above said property,
then kindly may submit his/her objec-
tion within 7 days from the date of the
Notice in writing to undersigned or the
said Bank/FI. The said objection may
be kindly sent to the
undersigned/bank by way of the
Registered Post on the address given
below and by E-mail. Failing which,
the claim as per aforesaid shall be
treated as null and void in respect of
the subject property.

[RUPESH KUMAR ROUSHAN]  
Advocate

D-803, Nandgram, 
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh 201003

roushan.rupesh@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I, Vivek
Mishra S/o Sumindra Mishra R/o E-9,
Gali No-2, Jaitpur Extension Part 1,
Jait Pur, Jaitpur, South Delhi, Delhi-
110044 declare that name of mine and
my father has been wrongly written as
Wakeel Kumar Mishra and Simindra
Mishra in my Driving Licence No-DL-
0320120326030. The actual name of
mine and my father are Vivek Mishra
and Sumindra Mishra.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Abhimanyu Upadhyay S/o  Ravi Kant
Upadhyay R/o 2253/E New Ranjeet
Nagar, West Patel Nagar Patel Nagar
S.O, Central Delhi, Delhi-110008
declare that name of mine and my
father has been wrongly written as
Abhimanyu and Ravikant in my 10th
and 12th Class Educational
Documents. The actual name of mine
and my father are Abhimanyu
Upadhyay and Ravi Kant Upadhyay.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Kamlesh Shah S/o Yogender Shah
R/o K-316, Plot No-1220, Near Surya
Hotel, Ritahla, Rohini Sector-7,
Narela, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110085 declare that name of my minor
son has been wrongly written as Bittoo
in my minor son namely Bittoo Shah
aged 13 years in his School Records.
The actual name of my minor son is
Bittoo Shah.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I Deva
Pandey S/O Dikar Dev R/O House
No-53 Gali No-19B, Block Kaushik
Enclave, Burari, PO Burari, Dist North
Delhi, Delhi-110084 declare that name
of my father has been wrongly written
as Deepak Pandey in my Pan Card
No. FQLPP6496R. The actual name
of my father is Dikar Dev which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Rakesh Kumar S/O Balbir Singh R/O
16/299-H, Hardhyan Singh Road,
Bapa Nagar, Karol Bagh, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110005 declare that name
of my minor son has been wrongly
written as Vaibhav in my minor son
namely Vaibhav Kumar aged 13 years
in his SC Caste Certificate No.
90510000376990. The actual name of
my minor son is Vaibhav Kumar which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mr. Pawan Kumar   Owner of the
Residential  Duplex House no HD-026,
Block- HD, Sec 135, ,  Noida, Gautam
Budh Nagar, U.P. , Mr. Pawan Kumar
have lost Original HPTA executed by
NOIDA in favour of Mr. Ashok Kumar
duly regd. vide doc no 9450, vol o 3722
, page no 125-186 dated 19.10.2011,
for which complaint lodged to the
police.  That any person(s)/Appropriate
authority etc. if find the misplaced
Original HPTA aforesaid said person
may come forward and inform the
undersigned within 15 days from the
date of Publication. 

RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
(ADVOCATE) 

Off.:  43B, Third Floor, 
Patpargang Village, Mayur Vihar

Phase-I, Delhi-1
M-NO- 7252922875

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mr. Subhash Chandra and Mrs. Usha
Rani  Owner of the LEASEHOLD RES-
IDENTIAL APARTMENT NO.1804,
ON 18TH FLOOR, HAVING SUPER
AREAMEASURING 85 SQ. MTRS, IN
TOWER NO. B5, IN PANCHSHEEL
GREENS-II, SITUATED AT PLOT
NO.GH-01A, SECTOR-16, GREATER
NOIDA (WEST), UP , Mr. Subhash
Chandra and Mrs. Usha Rani have lost
Original Allotment Letter dated
16.11.2013 issued by M/s Panchsheel
Buildtech Pvt Ltd in favour of Mr.
Subhash Chandra and Mrs. Usha
Rani, for which complaint lodged to the
police.  That any person(s)/Appropriate
authority etc. if find the misplaced
Original Allotment letter   aforesaid said
person may come forward and inform
the undersigned within 15 days from
the date of Publication. 

RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
(ADVOCATE) 

Off.:  43B, Third Floor, 
Patpargang Village, Mayur Vihar

Phase-I, Delhi-1
M-NO- 7252922875

NAME CHANGE
I, SHAREEF  Father of NO-2809091K,
Rank- SEP, Name- SHIBUJAN  S
residing at VILL-KOZHIPALAM, PO-
NANDHATTY, TEHSIL-GUDALUR,
DIST-NLIGRIS, TAMIL NADU-643212,
have changed my name from SHA-
REEF  to SHEREEF  for all future pur-
poses, in my son’s service record my
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
30/03/1964 instead of my correct date of
birth as 30/07/1967 Vide Affidavit dated
17/07/2025 before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ARIFA mother of NO-2809091K,
Rank- SEP, Name- SHIBUJAN  S
residing at VILL-KOZHIPLAM, PO-
NANDHATTI, TEHSIL-GUDALUR,
DIST-NLIGRIS, TAMIL NADU-
643212, have changed my name from
ARIFA to ARIFA S  for all future pur-
poses, in my son’s service record my
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
24/04/1965 instead of my correct date
of birth as 20/05/1968 Vide Affidavit
dated 17/07/2025 before Notary
Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Asma Ansari W/o Mohd Fahim
H.No.S-73,A, Street No.23, Near
Abdulla Masjid, Brahampuri, New
Seelampur, Delhi-110053 have
changed my name to Asma.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Fahim S/o Mohd Ayyub
Khan R/o1983, Gali Haji Ismail
Mohalla Qabrastan Turkman, Delhi-
110006 have changed my name to
Mohd Fahim Khan. 

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
Avinash Chauhan S/O G.S.Chauhan
R/O House NO-E-96, Aali Vihar, Sarita
Vihar, South Delhi-110076, declare
that name of my wife has been wrong-
ly written as PINKI CHAUHAN in my
Passport No. N 4550404. The actual
name of my wife is GEETA DEVI
respectively, which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as VAIJAYANTI DEVI
alias JAGWANTI W/o KRISHAN
KUMAR R/o SRD-45, Ramlila Park
Peera Garhi, Sunder Vihar S.O, West
Delhi, Delhi - 110087, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as JAGWANTI

NAME CHANGE
I, Naveen Bhasin S/O Suraj Prakash
Bhasin R/O A1/67, 4th floor Sushant
lok-2, Behind orchid the international
school Sector-55, Gurgaon
Haryana-122011 Have changed my
name to Naveen Kumar Bhasin for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anender Kumar S/O Shishu Pal
Singh R/O House no-254 A, Gali-11,
Ashok Vihar Phase-3Gurgaon
Haryana-122001 Have changed my
name to Anendra Kumar Chauhan for
all future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General
public on behalf of our client i.e. DCB
Bank Ltd. that Mrs. Neelam Yadav is
claiming to be the owner of DDA SFS
Flat bearing No. 192 on Third Floor,
area measuring 78 sq. mtrs., in
Pocket-10, Sector-11, Rohini, Delhi-
110085; by virtue of Gift Deed dated
07.08.2024, Doc. No 2024/13/1/8981,
executed by Mrs. Neetu Yadav. The
above Owner has lost some original
documents relating to said property i.e.
Original Allotment Letter, Possession
Letter, Conveyance Deed (Doc. No.
3929) dated 21.02.2006 issued/exe-
cuted by DDA in favour of Mrs.
Jaiwanti Parimu and Original Sale
Deed 28.02.2006 (doc. no.4130) exe-
cuted by Mrs. Jaiwanti Parimu in
favour of Ms. Manish. All persons are
hereby informed that above owner
wants to mortgage the said property
and intends to obtain a loan from our
client (DCB Bank Ltd.) against the said
property, if anybody has any objec-
tion/s upon the ownership of above
owners over the said property, its mort-
gage/litigation, and any other objec-
tions, kindly inform the undersigned in
writing on the below mentioned
address within 07 days of the present.

For Kumar & Associates 
Advocates & Consultants) 

200, Second Floors, Shivaji Marg, 
Moti Nagar, New Delhi-15

legal@knalegal.com 
011-41112527-28

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
DHIRENDER KUMAR S/O KAMLA
PRASAD R/O C-64, NEW SEEMA-
PURI, PO JHILMIL, DIST EAST
DELHI, DELHI-110095 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as DHARMENDRA in my minor
son's namely UMANG aged 13 years
in his school record. The actual name
of mine is DHIRENDER KUMAR
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Ranjeet S/O Nand Kishor R/O E-750,
Mangol Puri, New Delhi-110083 do
hereby declares that my minor son
Yash aged 12 years was adopted by
Rajesh S/O Ram Chander residing at
E-649, Mangol Puri New Delhi-110083
vide sub Registrar Deed No. 1288 in
book No.3Vol No 862 on page 182 to
1856 on this Dated 17-4-2023.I Rajesh
S/O Ram Chander residing at E-649,
Mangol Puri New Delhi-110083 hereby
solemnly affirm and declare that I have
adopted Yash as stated above with
effect from 17-4-2023.It is certified that
I have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Rajesh Kumar S/o Narayan Mandal
R/o H.No-C-1/817, Street No-12, 3rd
Pusta, Sonia Vihar, Saba Pur Delhi,
North East Delhi, Delhi-110094
declare that name of my wife has been
wrongly written as Pinki Devi inI my
minor son Prince Kumar aged 16
years in his 10th Class Educational
Documents. The actual name of my
wife is Rinki Devi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MUSKAN GANDDHI Wife of No.
2507415M Rank-HAV Name-
GAGANDEEP SINGH Presently
residing at VPO-BAJAKHANA, TEH-
JAITU, DIST-FARIDKOT, PUNJAB-
151205, have changed my name
from MUSKAN GANDDHI and
MUSKAN GANDHI for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 17/07/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I , Sanjay  Chaurasia S/O Kripa
Shankar R/O T-29 N-1, JANTAPARK,
BALJEET NAGAR, Patel Nagar S.O.
Central Delhi,Delhi-110008,have
changed the name of my minor son
namely Srinav Chaurasia aged 15
years and he shall hereafter be
known as PAWAN CHAURASIA.

NAME CHANGE
I, HIMANSHU TRIPATHI S/O AMAR
NATH TRIPATHI R/O HOUSE NO. A-
210/242, GALI NO. 9, GAMRI
EXTENSION, GARHI MENDU, BHA-
JAN PURA, NORTH EAST DELHI,
DELHI 110053, I have changed my
name from HIMANSHU TO HIMAN-
SHU TRIPATHI for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Harsh Pawar S/O Amar Pawar R/O
House No -57,old jnu Campus, Ber
Sarai , Hauz khas, Hauz khas, South
Delhi, Delhi -110016, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Harsh Amar PPawar

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you that Mr. Vishnu Dutt
Pandey and Mr. Shivdatt Pandey intend to
purchase the Second Floor (without roof
rights) built on property bearing No. D-81,
measuring 64.65 sq. meters, out of Khasra
No. 31/8, situated in the area of Village
Pansali, Abadi known as Block-D, Deep
Vihar, Delhi - 110042, from the current
owner, Mr. Ramdhari Malik. The initial
owner of the property was Mr. Jai
Bhagwan, who unfortunately passed away
on 17.02.2021, leaving behind the follow-
ing legal heirs: Mr. Rajesh Kumar (Son)
Mrs. Santar Devi (Wife), Mrs. Sarita
(Daughter), Mrs. Sunita Devi (Daughter),
Subsequently, Mrs. Sarita, Mrs. Sunita
Devi, and Mrs. Santar Devi relinquished
their respective shares in favour of Mr.
Rajesh Kumar through a notarized
Relinquishment Deed dated 10.12.2024.
Thereafter, Mr. Rajesh Kumar became the
sole owner of the property through a
Conveyance Deed (PM-Uday Cell) dated
20.02.2025 executed by the POI through
DDA. He then sold the entire property to
Mr. Ramdhari Malik via Sale Deed dated
21.03.2025. As a result, the current
absolute owner of the said property is Mr.
Ramdhari Malik, as per Sale Deed dated
21.03.2025. Please note that the property
is currently being under mortgage with GIC
Housing Finance Ltd., Branch: UGF-10 A-
E, Kanchanjunga Building, Barakhamba
Road, New Delhi.If any person(s) objection
& regarding subject property, then kindly
may submit his/her objection within 07
days from the date of the Notice in writing.
The said objection may be kindly sent to
the undersigned by way of the Registered
Post on the address given below and by E-
mail. failing which, the claim as per afore-
said shall be treated as null and void in
respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.

NAME CHANGE
I,SABI REHMAN  S/O SAID UR
REHMAN  resident of 8181 GALI
CHIMNI MILL BARA HINDU RAO
DELHI-110006 have changed my
name to SABI REHMAN permanently.

NAME CHANGE
I, Rajiv Kumar Gupta S/o Ram Avtar
Gupta R/o F-30A, Gali No.9, Subhash
Chowk, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi 110092
have changed my name to Rajiv
Gupta for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHD SHAHBAZ S/O SARFARAZ
AHMAD Residing at H No C-14/55,
GALI NO-7, RISI KARDAM MARG
CHAUHAN BANGAR, SEELAMPUR,
North East Delhi - 110053 have
changed the name of my minor son
name from MOHAMMAD ARHAM to
MOHD ARHAM for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD SHAHBAZ S/O SAR-
FARAZ AHMAD Residing at H No C-
14/55, GALI NO-7, RISI KARDAM
MARG CHAUHAN BANGAR, SEE-
LAMPUR, North East Delhi - 110053
have changed my name to MOHD
SHAHBAZ for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, NO-2611475N Rank-HAV Name-
BASAVARAJ HUNAGUNDI S/o
HANAMAPPA R/o VILL/POST NEE-
LAGUND, TEH: BADAMI, DISTT:
BAGALKOT, KARNATAKA-587201
have changed my minor daughter’s
name from REKHA to REKHA HUNA-
GUNDI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 17/07/2025 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANJALY SIJO wife of  NO-
2617509M Rank-HAV Name- SIJO
PT R/O PRAVUMALAYIL HOUSE,
PO-VANIAMPARA, VILL-PANANCH-
ERY, DIST/ TEHSIL-THRISSUR,
KERALA-680652  have changed my
name from ANJALY SIJO to ANJALY
M R for all future purposes vide
Affidavit Dated 17/07/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, VS SOUNDARYA daughter of  NO-
2605678F, RANK- HAV, NAME- G
VENKATESAN  R/o No-4/168, VILL-
PERIYA MOTTUR, PO-KANAKAMUT-
LU, TEHSIL & DIST- KRISHNAGIRI,
TAMIL NADU- 635002 have changed
my name from VS  SOUNDARYA to
SOUNDARYAV  S  for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit Dated 17/07/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Anuj
Rai & Mrs. Khushboo Kumari pur-
chasing Freehold Residential Plot,
area measuring 75 Sq. Yds. out of
Khasra no. 217/4, Situated in the
area of Village Sihani, Paragna Loni
Tehsil and District Ghaziabad U.P.
from Mrs. Kranti, Mr. Vinay Kumar,
Mr. Naveen Verma, Ashish Verma
and Mr. Krishna Verma., initially (1)
Mr. Girish Chandra Verma S/o Mr.
Bal Mukund Verma (2) Mr. Rajendra
Verma were the owner by virtue of
Sale Deed dated 10.02.1988 duly
registered in SR. Ghaziabad, as
doc no.2382, vol no.4156, book
no.1, page no.249-251, dated
10.02.1988.., thereafter Mr. Girish
Chand Verma died  and her legal
heirs execute sale deed in favour of
Mr. Anuj Rai & Mrs. Khushboo
Kumari our client is declaring that
any other Person does not have
any right over the said property,
which is to be financed by SMFG
India Home Finance Company
Limited Branch: Moti Nagar New
Delhi. If any person(s) have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect
to the` right, title or interest in the
Said Property then contact us with-
in 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found by
anyone. Thereafter no claim shall
be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs. Sarita
purchasing Freehold Residential
Plot area measuring 50 Sq. Yds. i.e.
41.805 Sq. Mtrs., Out of Khasra No.
279Mi., Situated at Sain Vihar, in
the area of Village- Dhundahera,
Pargana Loni, Tehsil & District-
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh.   from
Mr. Shyam Dev Sharma, Mr. Ram
Dev Sharma, Mr. Ghurelal Sharma,
Mr. Anup Sharma., initially Mrs.
Munni Sharma W/o Mr. Gherulal
owner by virtue of Sale Deed dated
17.10.2014 Vide Doc. No. 8381,
Vol. No. 12434, Book No. 1, Pages
No. 259-282, SR- I, Ghaziabad.,
thereafter Mrs. Munni Sharma W/o
Mr. Gherulal Died on 22.05.2019,
and same property sold to be Mrs.
Sarita our client is declaring that any
other Person does not have any
right over the said property, which is
to be financed by Piramal Capital &
Housing Finance Ltd. Branch:
Kalkaji, New Delhi.  If any person(s)
have any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the` right, title or
interest in the Said Property then
contact us within 07 days from the
date of Publication of this notice and
or the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs. Prem
Devi W/o Mr. Puran Mal is the
owner of Freehold Residential
Entire Built-up Upper Ground Floor,
without roof/terrace rights, Part of
Property Bearing No. 2536, land
area measuring 52 Sq. Yards, Built-
on Portion of Plot No. 137, out of
Khasra No. 228, Khewat No. 1,
Situated in the area of Village
Chowkri Mubarakbad, Delhi State,
Delhi, Now Colony Known as Onkar
Nagar, Jain Sthanak Road, Tri
Nagar, Delhi- 110035. by virtue of
Sale Deed dated 22.08.2017 as
Doc No. 10237, Book No. 01, Vol
No. 7060, Page Nos. 141-148, on
this dated 22.08.2017, in SR-VI A,
Delhi., in the chain document below
mentioned documents not available
i.e. SMC of S. Balvinder Singh,
Probate Order of Regd. Will dated
01.08.2006, Doc. No. 4031 & Regd.
Will dated 01.08.2006 & Partition
deed between executed by S.
Charan Singh, Mr. Swaran Singh
Ss/o S. Surjan Singh now our client
is declaring that that any other
Person does not have any right over
the said property, and same
Property sold too be Mr. Rajan
Singh S/o Mr. Mahender Singh and
same has been finance by ICICI
Home Finance Co. Ltd. Branch:
Pitampura, Delhi. If any person(s)
have any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the` right, title or
interest in the Said Property then
contact us within 07 days from the
date of Publication of this notice and
or the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Ashok
Kumar Srivastava is the owner of
Freehold Residential Built-up Third
Floor Back Side Left Side without
roof rights area measuring 50 sq.
yds. Built on Plot Bearing No. RZ-
5/113-B, out of Khasra No. 457, sit-
uated at Tughlakabad Extn., New
Delhi-110019. by virtue of Sale
Deed (Self) dated 25.06.2025 Vide
Doc no. 2025/10/I/4430, Vol no.
18948 Page no. 41-62 SR-V Delhi.,
now our client is declaring that that
any other Person does not have
any right over the said property, and
same property sold too be Mrs.
Zarina Khatoon and same has been
finance by Piramal Capital &
Housing Finance Ltd. Branch:
Kalkaji, Delhi. If any person(s) have
any objection(s) or claim(s) with
respect to the` right, title or interest
in the Said Property then contact us
within 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found by
anyone. Thereafter no claim shall
be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

TH

INFORMATION REGARDING 34  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

OF PAGARIA ENERGY LIMITED

NOTICE is hereby given that the Thirty-Fourth Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the members of M/s 
Pagaria Energy Limited (Formerly Women Networks Limited) will be held on Friday, August 08, 2025 
at 01:00 P.M (IST) through Video Conferencing / Other Audio Visual Means (VC/OAVM), to transact 
the business as set out in the Notice to the AGM in compliance with all the applicable provisions of the 
Companies Act, 2013 and the Rules made thereunder and the Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI) (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, read with all 
applicable circulars on the matter issued by Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) and SEBI to transact 
the business that will be set forth in the Notice of the Meeting. The registered office of the Company 
shall be deemed to be the venue of the  AGM. 
The Notice of the AGM and Annual Report of the Company for the Financial Year 2024-25, will be 
sent only by electronic mode to those Members whose email addresses are registered with the 
Company/ Depositories/ Depository Participant in accordance with MCA Circulars and SEBI 
Circulars. Members may note that the Notice of the AGM and Annual Report will also be available 
on the Company's website at www.pagariaenergy.com and also available on the website of the 
BSE www.bseindia.com where the shares of the Company are listed. Members can attend the 
AGM through VC / OAVM facility or view the live webcast at www.evotingindia.com.
Members can attend and participate in the AGM through VC/OAVM only. The instructions for 
attending the meeting through VC/OAVM are provided in the Notice of the AGM. Members 
attending the AGM through VC/OAVM shall be counted for the purpose of reckoning the quorum 
under Section 103 of the Companies Act.
Therefore, we request the members of Pagaria Energy Limited (“the Company”) , who have not 
yet registered their email addresses, bank account details, to register the same in respect of the 
shares held in electronic form with the depository through their Depository Participant(s) and in 
respect of the shares held in physical form, by writing to the Company's Registrar and Transfer 
Agent (RTA), M/s. MUFG Intime India Pvt. Ltd, Noble Heights, 1st floor, Plot No NH-2, C-1 Block, 
LSC,Near Savitri Market, Janakpuri, New Delhi – 110058.
The Company has enabled the process for the limited purpose of receiving the Company's Annual 
Report and notice of AGM (including remote e-voting instructions) electronically and the member 
may temporarily update their email address on or before 18.07.2025by contacting the RTA at 
delhi@mufgintime.co.in. No action is required from the shareholder whose email address and 
mobile number are already correctly updated.
Members will have an opportunity to cast their vote(s) remotely on the business as set forth in the 
Notice of the AGM through remote e-voting. The detailed procedure of remote e-Voting for 
members holding shares in dematerialised mode, physical mode and members who have not 
registered their email addresses is provided in the Notice of the AGM. The remote e-Voting period 
commences on Tuesday, 05August 2025 (9.00 am IST) and ends on Thursday, 07 August 2025 
(5.00 pm IST). 
During this period, members holding shares either in physical or dematerialized form, as on cut-of 
date, i.e. as on Friday, 01 August 2025 may cast their votes electronically. The e-Voting module will 
be disabled by CDSL for voting thereafter. Amember will not be allowed to vote again on any 
resolution on which vote has already been cast.
NOTICE IS FURTHER, given that the Register of Members and Share Transfer books will remain 
closed from August 02, 2025 to August 08, 2025 (both days inclusive) for the said AGM of the 
company.

PAGARIA ENERGY LIMITED

Regd. Office: 9/18, Bazar Gali, Vishwas Nagar, 
Shahdara, Delhi – 110032, Website: www.pagariaenergy.com

E-mail: info@pagariaenergy.com, CIN: L67120DL1991PLC043677

FOR Pagaria Energy Limited
Rekha Jain

Company secretary
Membership No: ACS- 20442

Date:
15.07.2025

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMED AKRAM S/O MOHD
FAZIL residing at KHASRANO 38/2/2,
GALI NO 4 NEAR RENU HEALTH
CARE SANGAM VIHAR DELHI
110084  have changed my name to
MOHD AKRAM for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, YASMIN BEE W/O MOHD YASIN
residing at A-12/93 DDA FLATS
INDER LOK DELHI - 110035  have
changed my name to YASMEEN BI for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Shailendra Kumar Pandey S/o Shiv
Murti Pandey R/o Flat No 1308 Tower
J Amrapali Silicon City, Sector 76
Noida, Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh 201301 Have Changed My
Name to Shailendra Pandey for All
Future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I KANHAIYA PRASAD S/O RAJ
NARAYAN SAH R/O 15 GALI NO 01
GUPTA ENCLAVE VIKAS NAGAR
UTTAM NAGAR DELHI 110059
HAVE CHANGED NAME TO KAN-
HAIYA PRASAD GUPTA

Health projects worth 2,256 crore to be
inaugurated across Haryana by next month

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I SHIV
SHANKAR S/O YAMUNA PRASAD
R/O KH. NO-32, GALI NO-8, BLOCK-
C, JANTA VIHAR, MUKUND PUR,
PO: SAMAI PUR, DISTRICT NORTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110042,
declare that name of father and moth-
er has been wrongly written as JAM-
NAPRASAD and DHARMSHEELA in
my all educational documents. The
actual name of my father and mother
are YAMUNAPRASAD and DHARAM
SHEELA respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as KM MEERA D/o
GAJENDRA LAL, and W/o SAURAV
CHANDRA, R/o Flat No. 403, Block-I,
VVIP Addresses, Raj Nagar
Extension, PO: Raj Nagar Extension,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-201017,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as MEERA
CHANDRA, for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
PUTUL KUMARI W/o MANOJ
KUMAR THAKUR R/o H-105, Gali No.
15, Sangam Vihar, Pushpa Bhawan,
PO: Pushpa Bhawan, Dist. South Delhi,
Delhi-110062, declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
KHUSHBOO DEVI in my minor daugh-
ter namely MAHI KUMARI aged 15
years in her School Records. The actu-
al name of mine is PUTUL KUMARI,
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, AZAD KUMAR S/o BHANU
PRASAD RAI, Residing at House No.
48 A-2 Block, Gali No. 5, Opposite
Sant Hospital, West Sant Nagar,
Burari, North Delhi, Delhi - 110084
have changed the name of my minor
Daughter ATARAJI aged 15 Years and
She shall hereafter be known as
SHRUTI RAJ.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I ATAR
SINGH S/O RAJU LAL R/O Flat No.-
141, Ground Floor, Shree Keshav
Kunj, Apartment, Sector-17, Pocket-D,
Dwarka, New Delhi-110078 declare
that name of my minor son has been
wrongly written as RITESH SEHRA in
my minor son namely RITESH
SEHARA aged 13 years in his school
record. The actual name of my minor
son is RITESH SEHARA which may
be amended accordingly.
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crevices of lush green trees you can catch a 
glimpse of the Mandore temple that is 
believed to be named after Ravana's wife, 
Mandodari. On one hand, while a woman is 
a symbol of divinity, she is also subjected to 
atrocities like sati and dowry deaths; a 
conundrum unresolved.
Osian Village and the Great Indian Desert
If Jaisalmer prides in its Golden Fort (fondly 
known as 'Sonar Kella' after Satyajit Ray's 
film by the same name), Jodhpur too flaunts 
the 'Khajuraho of Rajasthan', i.e. Osian 
Village. It is one of the ancient villages and 
pilgrimage centres of the Oswal Jain 
community that is home to ruins of 
Brahmanical and Jain temples dating back to 
the 8th Century. Almost a two-hour drive 
from the main city, Osian is an oasis in The 
Thar Desert. Once in our lifetime, some of us 
wish to see snow, some want to feel the sea 
from up-close and others long to be on the 
mountains. But when you find yourself 
standing in the middle of a desert, 
surrounded with nothing but golden-yellow 
sand dunes, the openness engulfs you. 
Footprints on the desert that begin to form a 
trail but suddenly dissolve after a distance 
seem like a reminder of how fragile 
permanence can be. Tents and resort camps 
situated on the picturesque Osian sand dunes 
can make for a peaceful stay for tourists 
hoping to escape their busy lives.
Bishnoi Villages The Chipko Movement can 
be traced back to the origin of the Bishnois (a 
community of nature and wildlife lovers) 
that revolted against the Maharaja's decision 
to fell trees in order to build the Mehrangarh 
Fort. Since the feudal power dismissed the 
protests by the bishnois who hugged the 
trees as an act of resistance, many of them 
were hacked with the trees. Since then, there 
is a day that commemorates the sacrifice of 
the bishnois in Khejerli Village. A glimpse 
into the cultural life of the bishnois in 
Khejerli Village, (south-east of Jodhpur is 
considered a place of pilgrimage) can 
definitely be a value addition to your trip. 
Village tours and safaris are conducted in 
Khejerli and Guda Bishnoi Villages; they are 
home to chinkaras and blackbucks that roam 
the countryside throughout the day but 
return to their native village as the sun sets.
Polo tournaments, cultural fests and fairs 
and Desert Kite festivals are other activities 
that happen throughout the year witnessing a 
huge turnout from near and afar.

A royal retreat

Jodhpur 
Travel

Jodhpur 
A royal retreat

sparkling in embedded mirror work and bold 
colours almost blinding you at first sight. A 
walk through the Lakhara Bazaar reminds 
you of Delhi's Chandni Chowk where 
everybody is scuttling around but with a 
sense of purpose. With bandhej designs, tie-
dye prints, ethnic footwear and all things 
jodhpuri, you are bound to go neck-deep in 
shopping. Amid all the chatter of the 
localites, bickering of buyers and sellers, 
frying of 'mirchi' vadas and mawa kachoris 
(chilli-infused snacks) Jodhpur brightens up 
in the evenings. Biting into one of the spicy 
vadas, our host shared a trivia, "Rajiv 
Gandhi loved the mirchi vadas here and 
would never leave the city after every visit 
without his share of the popular snack".
Trivia: Most clothing items on sale are second-
hand; yes, it is believed that these articles 
where once worn by the queens and now re-
designed and modified to allure shoppers. 
Slip into that Rajasthani attire and feel like a 
real queen if you will
Jodhpur: A royal retreatCredit: Reuters
Mandore Garden is more than flower-beds
Gardens are supposed to make you feel 
happy but I entered into the gates of the 
Mandore Garden with a heavy heart. It was 
once a prominent entry point to the 
Mehrangarh Fort but today stands like an 
ordinary gateway. Its walls embossed in 
palm prints continue to speak of the cruel 
ritual of sati (burning of wives in the funeral 
pyre of their dead husbands) rampant during 
the time. Once inside, 
b e t w e e n  t h e  

Things to do in Shillong—the abode of clouds
The city of Shillong is often considered 
to be a place where nature is in its primal 
beauty; where clouds and the sun express 
their own camaraderie through a vivid 
interlay of sunshine and shadow; where 
the colonial remnants meet the upsurge 
of modern day influence and where 
music runs through the veins of everyone 
you come across. So naturally, there is a 

lot to see in Shillong, which is, by the way, 
true to the core; but to tag the city as merely 
a 'places to visit paradise' would be sheer 
injustice to the lesser known opportunities 
for action and adventure. Things to do in 
Shillong can be turned into a full-fledged 
vacation idea rather than just a part of the 
itinerary.
Embark on a musical journey in the city 

often referred to as India's Rock Capital and 
a watchful stroll along the narrow alleys is a 
good start to have. Extend your sojourn and 
see names like Lou Majaw, Afflatus and 
Soulmate in their own territory. For the ones 
who like things ready-on-a-platter, we 
suggest you visit Shillong during any music 
concert. Once your thirst for melody is 
quenched, time for some water rappelling at 
the Elephant Falls; golfer or non golfer, 
Shillong Golf Course is one place you would 

not want to miss out on; take a leisurely 
stroll along the Wards Lake and indulge 
in water activities like boating, skiing 
and rowing at the Umiam Lake.

Located in the midst of the colonial 
era Shillong, Wards Lake is a popular 
hangout place for the tourists and 
locals alike. Unlike the Umiam Lake, 
this one is more planned and all the 
facilities have been provided keeping 

in mind requirements of the leisure 
traveller. The entire area is adorned 
with flower beds, beautiful trees, 

lovely high lands and a bridge. Seekers 
of tranquility will have their share of 
personal space amid a growing city; 

nature lovers can admire the man-made 
corner for the greens and photography 
enthusiasts will not mind spending some 

Take a stroll around Wards Lake

time in Wards Lake. Extend your walk towards 
the northeast direction of the lake and after 
about 15 minutes you will arrive at the Shillong 
Golf Course which with all its greenery and 
pine trees!

Located about 15 kms north of Shillong, this 
lake is basically a water reservoir that was 
formed due to the damming of the Umiam river. 
Historically this lake holds a special place in 
North East India, courtesy the fact that the dam 
that gave birth to Umiam Lake is the first Hydel 
power project in the region. A massive water 
body, the total catchment area of the lake and 
dam is spread over 220 square kms. This 
beautiful lake is a paradise for the nature lovers 
and ones who crave for a hide out from the daily 
hustle of city life. The water of Umiam Lake is 
very clean and hence offers a never-to-be 
missed opportunity of boating and other water 
activities. Hire a boat and sail into its crystal 
clear water to enjoy the surrounding beauty of 
the entire landscape. The water sports complex 
at Umiam Lake offers adventure sports options 
like water skiing, sailing and rowing to the 
visitors.

Courtesy its past as the British capital of the 
then undivided Assam, Shillong has the 
imprints of the days bygone; Shillong Golf 
Course is one of them. But it will be sheer 

Boating at Umiam Lake

Golfing in Shillong Golf Course

injustice to the magnanimous entity if we box 
it up only as a colonial remnant and a place for 
the professional players to test their skills. 
The 18-hole course is a green paradise with 
grass spread across like carpet with trees 
standing like watchful protectors. The lush 
green hills that form the backdrop of beautiful 
pine and rhododendron trees add to the 
splendor of the landscape. Be a part of the golf 
tournaments that are held on this venue to be 
one with the surroundings and its legacy.

Elephant Falls is the combination of three 
small torrents that form a strong stream that 
adorns the fern-covered rocks. The place got 
its name in the colonial era when the 
Englishmen spotted a giant rock resembling 
an elephant near the fall. The rock got 
destroyed during an earth quake and the 
Englishmen left the country but the name 
stayed. Due to its origin in three streams, the 
water force of Elephant Falls is one to reckon 
with which offers ample opportunities for 
adventure sports like waterfall rappelling. For 
starters, you can try rappelling from the 
height of 40 ft and don't worry; you will be 
well harnessed under expert surveillance. 
Climb down from your starting point and feel 
the immense water pressure on you while you 
struggle to find your footing in the slippery 
rocks.

Waterfall rappelling at Elephant Falls

Soak in the regalia of the fairytale-like 
princely state of Jodhpur in Rajasthan's 
second largest city.
As little kids, we would pester our 
grandparents to tell and retell the stories 
of  beautiful  queens,  handsome 
maharajas, fierce battles and bejewelled 
royal palaces. I managed to behold and 
soak in the regalia of one such fairytale-
like princely state on my recent trip to 
Rajasthan's second largest city and home 
to the Maharajas since 1459, Jodhpur.

Colourful cityscape
The silky sand dunes of the Thar Desert 
dotted with camels basking in the sun, 
towering forts and palaces glistening in 
red sandstone and the narrow lanes 
leading to shops that open into an alluring 
world of handicrafts are some of the 
welcoming sights here. We were 
fortunate to have a host-cum-tour guide 
to walk us into different eras every time 
we stepped inside historical monuments, 
temples and gardens. Madan Lal Jangid, 
a 69-year-old French professor, 
entrepreneur, researcher and an avid 
traveller could not be dismissed as one of 
those guides who takes tourism to be a 
revenue-making business. "I cannot 
wrap up the history of a place in 45 
minutes, make money and let you go 
feeling satisfied. I remember when a 
diplomat from Canada had been here, we 
spent at least 4-5 hours in Mehrangarh 
Fort discussing the many stories behind 
every pillar and rock. That is how you 
connect; summarising a history in stock-
and trade terms is a fruitless exercise," 
asserts he. Our car moved through the 
nooks and crannies of the city in a way 
that the seat's window became a frame to 
the colourful images outside running past 
one after the other. From veiled women 
keeping up with their husbands' pace, the 
paan wala sprinkling water on the 
cascading betel leaves, little boys 
encircling foreign tourists to that old 
woman under the shade of the Clock 
Tower with a heap of coloured shoelaces 
awaiting buyers; the transition seemed 
like we turn pages in a photo album.

The Royal quarters of Mehrangarh Fort
The mighty walls of the Mehrangarh Fort 
have many secrets buried inside. 
Maintained by the present generation of 
Marwar Kings, Maharaja Gaj Singh II, 
the expansive courtyards, exquisite 
palatial spaces like the Moti Mahal (Pearl 
Palace), Phool Mahal (Flower Palace), 
Sheesha Mahal (Mirror Palace), and 
hidden balconies for women to listen to 
court proceedings, chambers and 
galleries enrich the fort's heritage. Our 
host informs us that this is the only fort 
where you will find the provision of an 
elevator allowing people to not worry 
about any physical barriers during their 
tour. There is yet another purpose of the 
elevator; it leads you to the Mehran 
Terrace, a roof-top restaurant where 
people take delight in indulging in the 
traditional Rajasthani thali. And what 
better way to admire the beauty of a 
world-class historical monument than 
sitting on the terrace beneath the 
twinkling stars and dim-lit candles on the 
dining table?
On reaching the top floor, the view of the 
entire cityscape is breathtaking. All the 
gates of the fort are visible and the 
panoramic view seems sketched on a 
blue canvas. Blue, because the cluster of 
buildings are bathed in that colour and 
there is a reason too. The colour was 
earlier identified with a certain 
privileged section of society, a marker of 
a higher caste but slowly as civilization 

grew, such social indicators ceased to have any 
significance. Subsequently, blue emerged as 
the universal colour of all communities 
irrespective of distinctions. Jodhpur is not only 
known as the 'sun' city, it is also referred to as 
the 'blue' city, like Jaipur is the Pink City.
Note: The rooftop restaurant opens during the 
evenings after the fort closes. Tourists who do 
not intend to move around the fort and would 
rather revel in the maharaja-style dining on the 
terrace can do so. The Chokhelao garden (200-

year-old and recently refurbished) is often 
mistaken to be the Mehran Terrace but both are 
different, though within the premises of the 
fort area. The Chokhelao Garden leads to the 
Mehran Terrace

Jaswant Thada
Located half way up the road that climbs 
onwards to the Mehrangarh fort is Jaswant 
Thada. Immaculate in white marble, this 
mausoleum was built in the year 1899 in the 
memory of Maharaja Jaswant Singh II. A tomb 
with an array of domes is the crematorium for 
Jodhpur rulers. As the sun rays kiss the milky 
surface of the monument, the memorial comes 
alive in a glaze and its intricate carved jalis 
(screens) emit a glow.
The grandeur of Umaid Bhavan
This palace was born out of a 
crisis. When consecutive 
seasons went without rain, 
a famine-like situation 
arose that threatened 
the economic lives of 
people. Maharaja 
U m a i d  S i n g h  
d e c i d e d  t o  
construct a palace 
that would not only 
relieve employment 
worr ies  but  a lso  
remain a monument of 
symbolic value for 
years. A visionary and 
b e n e v o l e n t  k i n g  
s u c c e e d e d  i n  h i s  
famine-relief policy that 
provided employment to 
thousands for a period of 

almost two decades from 1929-44. 
Anecdotes are many when it comes to 
discussing the Umaid Bhavan (initially 
called Chittar Palace for it stood on the 
Chittar Hills). The Art Deco furniture and 
impeccable interiors were originally 
crafted by Maples of London but 
unfortunately all furnishings could not 
reach the Palace. In the wake of World War 
II, the furniture-laden ship succumbed to a 
tragedy and was sunk by the Germans en 
route to India. Nothing could deter the 
Maharaja's plans and in came a Polish artist 
and refugee from war-torn Europe, 
Stephen Norblin, who mended what was 
wrecked. Familiar with the work of Art 
Deco connoisseurs, Norblin did not fail the 
King. As you look through the paintings 
(essentially inspired by the episodes of 
Ramayana), gaze at the artefacts ranging 
from antique clocks (some in the shape of 
railway locomotives and others in 
windmills) to ornate ceilings; you would 
be quick to notice a harmonious "blend of 
occidental symmetry and oriental texture," 
in the words of our host.
Umaid Bhavan has been divided into three 
sections- one portion is dedicated to the 
museum and exhibition area, the other is 
converted into a hotel and the third 
segment is owned by the current family of 
the royals headed by Maharaja Gaj Singh 
II.

Clock Tower and marketplace
Rajasthan is a land that celebrates colour 
and what better way to explore it than 
doing the rounds of the market area on the 
Nayi Sadak with the huge Clock Tower in 
the backdrop. Once you take a left from the 
Nayi Sadak, you reach the inviting world 
o f  l a c  b a n g l e s  
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