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Mamata opposing Op Sindoor
to appease minorities : Amit Shah

The Sikh Times
Simmi Kaur Babbar

Kolkata, June 01: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Sunday launched a
blistering attack on West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee, accusing her
of "stooping low" by opposing Operation
Sindoor and the Wakf Amendment Bill to
appease the Muslim vote bank, and alleged
that the Murshidabad riots were "state-
sponsored". Addressing party leaders and
workers in Kolkata, Shah gave a clarion
call to uproot the TMC government from
power in the 2026 assembly elections. "The
tenure of Mamata Banerjee as the CM will
end in 2026. The BJP will uproot this TMC
government in the next elections. To
appease the Muslim vote bank, Mamata
didi opposed Operation Sindoor. By doing
so, she is insulting the mothers and sisters
of this country. You have not only opposed
the military operation, but you have also
played with the lives of crores of mothers and sis-
ters," Shah claimed. The home minister said he has
come to Bengal to "appeal to the women of the state
and explain the value of sindoor (vermilion) to those

who are against Operation Sindoor". Shah claimed
the mothers and sisters of Bengal would teach
Banerjee and her party a lesson in 2026 for opposing

the military strike, launched in retaliation to the
Pahalgam terror attack in April that left several
tourists, including some from Bengal, dead. Banerjee
had recently accused the Centre of politicising
Operation Sindoor for electoral gains. Responding to

the allegation, Shah said, "During previous regimes
in which Mamata didi was also a minister, no steps
were taken to deal firmly with terror attacks. But our

PM Narendra Modi took firm measures
against terror attacks. But Mamata didi
has a problem with it." For the sake of
her vote bank, Mamata didi has
"crossed all limits of stooping low", he
alleged. "Pakistan-backed terrorists
killed our innocent citizens in front of
their families after asking them about
their religion. Operation Sindoor was
carried out to punish these terrorists.
The headquarters of the terrorists were
destroyed by entering Pakistan.
However, Mamata didi was pained over
the death of these terrorists. She
opposed Operation Sindoor by issuing a
cheap political statement," he claimed.
Shah asserted that the Centre had
launched a "deep strike 100 km into
Pakistan, targeting terrorist headquar-

ters. "Numerous terrorists were killed, but this
seems to trouble Mamata ji. By doing so, you are not
only opposed to the mission but also disregard the
sentiments and emotions of the women of our coun-
try," he alleged.

Simhastha Kumbh Mela to begin in Nashik-Trimbakeshwar on Oct 31 next year
The Sikh Times

Naresh Malhotra
Mumbai, Jun 01: The Nashik-

Trimbakeshwar Simhastha Kumbh Mela
will begin on October 31, 2026, with the tra-
ditional hoisting of flags at the two promi-
nent pilgrimage towns, while the first
'Amrut Snan' or ritual dip in the Godavari
river will take place on August 2, 2027. The
much-awaited dates were announced at a
meeting of sadhus and mahants in Nashik
chaired by Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, who said the world would be
awestruck by the scale of arrangements to
be made for the magnificent congregation.
Know the latest trending news with HT.
Read detailed articles here The Simhastha
Kumbh Mela will begin on October 31, 2026,
with 'Dhwajarohan' at Trimbakeshwar and
Ramkund in Nashik. On July 29, 2027,
'Nagar Pradakshina' will be held at Nashik,
while the first 'Amrut Snan' will be held on
August 2, 2027. The second Amrut Snan will be
held on August 31, 2027, and the third and last
one will be held in Nashik on September 11,
2027 and on September 12, 2027, at

Trimbakeshwar. The flag will be taken down on
July 24, 2028, which will mark the conclusion of
the Simhastha Kumbh Mela, which is held once
in 12 years. The previous Simhastha Kumbha

Mela was held at Nashik and Trimbakeshwar in
the year 2015-16. The Kumbh Festival is tradi-
tionally held at Nashik-Trimbakeshwar, Prayag
, Haridwar, and Ujjain. Ardh Kumbh is held at
Prayag and Haridwar after every six years. The

Nashik–Trimbakeshwar Kumbh is unique as
Vaishnav Akhadas and Shaiva Akhadas bath
separately here. Fadnavis said the meeting was
attended by seers of all 13 main "akhadas" and

representatives of the Purohit
Sangh. He said those who
attended the meeting were
provided details of the works
being carried out by the state
government for organising the
mega event, among the largest
in the world. "Tenders of
works costing ?4000 crore
have been issued. Tenders for
another set of works entailing
expenditure of ?2000 crore will
also be issued soon. Work on
the sewage treatment plant ,
cleaning of Godavari river and
land acquisition for
'Sadhugram' are in progress
as well," Fadnavis told

reporters. On crowd control and management
to ensure there is no stampede-like situation,
the CM said 'Amrut Snan' dates have been
announced and since the event will run for a
long time, devotees need not rush just on partic-

ular days and must space out their visits. "The
government is making every effort to make
Simhastha Kumbh Mela a memorable and very
well-planned affair," Fadnavis asserted. He also
accepted a suggestion during the meeting from
Mahant Rajendradas Maharaj that 'shahi snan'
should be called 'Amrut Snan' the way it was
done in the recently concluded Kumbh Mela at
Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh. "Maharashtra
Government will make every possible effort to
ensure that the upcoming Kumbh Mela is held
in a safe, pure, and sacred atmosphere,"
Fadnavis said, adding that all necessary facili-
ties will be made available for the devotees. He
said since Kumbh Mela symbolises the ancient
Indian culture, it draws attention from across
the world. "With everyone's cooperation, a
magnificent and memorable event will be
organised that will leave the world in awe,"
Fadnavis added. The processions and spiritual
direction of Kumbh are led by akharas , sadhus,
and mahants, while the state government's role
is to serve and provide the best possible ameni-
ties. The chief minister assured excellent facili-
ties by the government and accommodating the
feedback of sadhus and mahants for better plan-
ning. "Unlike 2015, when there was little prepa-

ration time, this time, with ample lead time, the
government is aiming for thorough prepara-
tion," he said. Noting that preserving the sanc-
tity and continuous flow of the Godavari River
is the primary objective of the Kumbh,
Fadnavis said projects to manage sewage and
wastewater are underway to ensure that only
clean water enters the river. "Efforts are being
made to maintain water purity by preventing
pollution and planning for uninterrupted river
flow, ensuring clean water during and after the
Kumbh Mela," Fadnavis said. He said neces-
sary facilities would be provided to the
Akharas. A road network is being developed
across the city for the Kumbh. Crowd manage-
ment plans at places like Kushavarta in
Trimbakeshwar are also being worked out.
"Quality infrastructure will be set up in both
Nashik and Trimbakeshwar, with no shortage
of funds," the Chief Minister's Office stated in a
release. He emphasised the importance of
ensuring the safety of devotees by prioritising
security measures during planning.
Highlighting heritage development, the Chief
Minister announced a development plan of
?681 crores for Choundi, the birthplace of
Ahilyadevi Holkar.

"Operation Blue Star: A Historical Wound Still
Bleeding – Why Was the Military Option Chosen?"

The Sikh Times
Gurcharan Singh Babbar

New Delhi, June 1: In the first week of
June 1984, the Indian nation witnessed a
deeply tragic and controversial event that
altered the course of its secular and dem-
ocratic ethos — the launch of Operation
Blue Star by the Indian Army at the holi-
est shrine of the Sikh community, Sri
Harmandir Sahib (Golden Temple),
Amritsar. The decision to send the Indian
armed forces into a sacred place of wor-
ship, resulting in hundreds of deaths and
the near-destruction of the revered Akaal
Takht Sahib, continues to evoke deep
anguish, resentment, and unanswered
questions among the Sikh community —
not only in India but around the world.
The central question remains: Why did
the then Prime Minister Smt. Indira
Gandhi choose a full-scale military opera-
tion instead of peaceful alternatives?
Critics, human rights activists, and histo-
rians have long argued that many other

democratic, non-violent, and lawful

options were available to handle the com-

plex situation in Punjab. If the govern-
ment’s sole objective was to arrest a
few individuals inside the complex,
that could have been achieved
through:

Intelligence-led operations
Negotiations with community

leaders
Imposing curfews and commu-

nication cutoffs
Infiltration strategies without

public religious confrontation
The use of tanks, artillery, and

full military might inside a sacred
religious place — and that too, dur-
ing a major religious period — was
not just seen as excessive, but
deeply offensive to the religious sen-
timents of Sikhs across the world.
Many believe that the military action
was not merely a security operation
but a calculated political move by
Smt. Indira Gandhi to present her-
self as a strong leader before the

1984 general elections. Contd...page-3

‘Did you make Op Sindoor deal out of fear of loosing trade’: Pawan Khera
The Sikh Times

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Jun 01: Congress leader

Pawan Khera on Saturday sought clarifica-
tion from Prime Minister Narendra Modi
over US President Donald Trump's recent
statement, in which he claimed that trade
diplomacy helped de-escalate tensions
between India and Pakistan after the April
22 Pahalgam terror attack. Speaking to in
Delhi, Khera said, “Prime Minister Modi
is going around the country, doing a fancy
dress competition. He hasn't brought up
Donald Trump even once.” He insisted
that only the Prime Minister could pro-
vide clarity on the matter, saying, "Now,
only our Prime Minister can respond for
Donald Trump, you and I certainly can-
not. What is this pressure to respond,
what is this fear about?" He added, “We
are repeatedly asking: Did you make a
deal over Sindoor (Operation Sindoor) out
of fear of losing trade? That has been our
question from day one.” His remarks

come amid the political row following
Trump's claim about influencing the ces-
sation of hostilities between India and
Pakistan. US President Donald Trump on
Friday (local time) had once again
claimed credit for brokering a ces-
sation of hostilities between India
and Pakistan, asserting that his
administration's trade negotiations
potentially averted a nuclear war
between the two nations. During an
interaction with reporters, Trump
expressed pride in achieving peace
through trade rather than military
conflict, reigniting debates over the
US role in the recent India-Pakistan
ceasefire following the escalation of
tension after the Pahalgam Terror
Attack and India's subsequent reply
through Operation Sindoor. "I think the
deal I'm most proud of is the fact that
we're dealing with India, we're dealing
with Pakistan, and we were able to stop
potentially a nuclear war through trade as
opposed to bullets. You know, normally

they do it through bullets. We do it
through trade. So I'm very proud of that.
Nobody talks about it. But we had a very
nasty potential war going on between

Pakistan and India. And now, if you look,
they're doing fine," the US President said.
The cessation of hostilities between the
two nations came on May 10 after India's
'Operation Sindoor', launched in retalia-
tion for the April 22 Pahalgam terror
attack that killed 26 tourists, including a

Nepali national. The operation targeted
nine terror camps in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK), lead-
ing to intense clashes, including

Pakistan's attempted drone attacks
on Indian cities along the
International Border and Line of
Control (LoC) and shelling along the
LoC. Before India could officially
announce any understanding of ces-
sation of hostilities with Pakistan, US
President Donald Trump announced
the "full and immediate ceasefire",
claiming that the US played a key
role as mediator. However, India
refuted the claims made by the US
President, reiterating its policy that
India and Pakistan bilaterally

address any matter related to the Union
territory of Jammu and Kashmir. The
MEA further stated that the "issue of
trade" did not come up between Indian
and US leaders since the commencement
of 'Operation Sindoor' and the cessation of
hostilities.

Armed forces united
by uniform not divided
by religion: Delhi HC

The Sikh Times
Sourabh Sharma

New Delhi, Jun 01: The Delhi High Court has upheld
the termination of services of a Christian army officer over
his consistent refusal to fully participate in the weekly reg-
imental religious parades and said the armed forces were
united by their uniform rather than being divided by their
religion. A bench of Justices Navin Chawla and Shalinder
Kaur rejected the petition by the Indian Army Lieutenant,
who served as a 'Troop Leader' of a squadron, against the
termination order passed on March 3, 2021, that dis-
missed him from the Indian Army without pension and
gratuity. Know the latest trending news.The court opined

that the petitioner kept his religion above the lawful com-
mand from his superior, and disobedience was an offence
under the Army Act. "In the present case, the question is
not of religious freedom at all; it is a question of following
a lawful command of a superior. It is not disputed by the
petitioner that his superiors have been calling upon him to
attend the religious parades by even entering the sanctum
sanctorum and perform the rituals if this would help in
boosting the morale of the troops. In the present case, the
petitioner has kept his religion above a lawful command
from his superior. This clearly is an act of indiscipline,"
said the bench. "Our Armed Forces comprise personnel
of all religions, castes, creeds, regions, and faiths, whose
sole motto is to safeguard the country from external
aggressions, and, therefore, they are united by their uni-
form rather than divided by their religion, caste, or
region," it stated. The petitioner submitted that his regi-
ment maintained only a temple and a gurudwara for its
religious needs and parades, and being of monotheistic
Christian faith, he sought exemption from entering the
innermost part of the temple while accompanying his
troops for the weekly religious parades and other events.
The authorities defended the termination, saying efforts
were made through other Christian officers in the army,
and he was also taken to the pastor of a local church, who
told the petitioner that entering the 'sarv dharm sthal' as
part of his duties would not impinge on his Christian faith.
However, he remained undeterred.

Air Marshal Khanna assumes
charge as AOC-in-C of

Southern Air Command
New Delhi, Jun 01: Air Marshal Manish

Khanna, an accomplished officer with over
4,000 hours of flying experience on various
fighter and trainer aircraft, on Sunday
assumed the charge of the Southern Air
Command. He was commissioned in the
fighter stream of the Indian Air Force on
December 6, 1986, the government said in a
statement. "Air Marshal Manish Khanna Ati
Vishisht Seva Medal , Vayu Sena Medal ,
assumed command of the Southern Air
Command as Air Officer Commanding-in-
Chief on June 1, 2025 at
Thiruvananthapuram," it said. The air officer
is a category 'A' Qualified Flying Instructor
and an alumnus of the National Defence
Academy, Defence Services Staff College,
College of Air Warfare and National Defence
College. "The air officer has over 4,000 hours
of flying experience on various fighter and
trainer aircraft," it said. Apart from his rich
operational experience in air defence, ground
attack, strategic reconnaissance and electron-
ic warfare, the air marshal has wide ranging
experience in the training domain, including
an international assignment as the Chief
Flying Instructor with the Botswana Defence
Forces, it added.

The Sikh Times
Sanjay Kumar

New Delhi, Jun 01: AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi on Saturday
launched a scathing attack on

Pakistan over its dubious record on
fostering terrorism, saying
Islamabad's tactics to shelter terror-
ists fuel instability in South Asia.
Addressing the Indian community in
Algeria as part of an all-party parlia-
mentary delegation, Owaisi also
gave an example of Islamabad's com-
plicity in terrorism, saying that a ter-
rorist had become a father while offi-
cially being incarcerated in Pakistan.
“There was this one terrorist called
Zakiur Rehman Lakhvi – no country

in the world would allow a terrorist
who’s facing a terror charge (come
out of jail). But he became a father to
a son while sitting in prison.
However, the trial progressed imme-

diately when Pakistan was put
on the Grey List (of FATF),”
Owaisi said, highlighting how
international pressure had
briefly forced Pakistan to act.
Asaduddin Owaisi expressed
hope that if Pakistan is placed
back on the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) Grey List –
a global watchdog that moni-
tors countries for terror financ-
ing – terror incidents in India
would decline. Owaisi warned

that the issue was no longer just a
regional concern, saying, “It’s not
only a question of South Asia. We are
the 4th largest economy. What will
happen? Do you want all this car-
nage to spread to different parts of
South Asia,” he asked. “It is in the
interest of world peace to control
Pakistan, which is the main sponsor
of terrorism. It has to be brought
back in the FATF Grey List,” Owaisi
added.

‘Terrorist Lakhvi became father while
being in jail’: Asaduddin Owaisi
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"Operation Blue Star: A Historical
Wound Still Bleeding – Why Was the

Military Option Chosen?"
Contd...Front page

By portraying an internal enemy and executing a show
of strength, her government may have sought political
mileage — but it came at a devastating cost. The destruc-
tion of Shri Akaal Takht Sahib, the temporal throne of
Sikhism, was not just physical damage. It was a psycholog-
ical and spiritual assault on the very identity and dignity of
the Sikh community. Even after four decades, the Sikh
community has not fully recovered from the trauma of
Operation Blue Star. The events of June 1984 created a
deep divide between the Indian state and its own citizens.
The alienation, pain, and mistrust continue to simmer
silently. This alienation led to the tragic chain of events
later that year — including the assassination of Smt. Indira
Gandhi and the horrific anti-Sikh riots of November 1984.
It is now time for the Government of India to take a posi-
tive, bold, and reconciliatory step. The nation deserves to
know: 

What were the real motives behind Operation Blue
Star?

Why were peaceful options not chosen?
Who was responsible for the decision?
How can justice and healing be restored?

A transparent and official statement from the
Government of India, explaining the necessity and ration-
ale behind the military action, can begin a long-overdue
healing process. It is essential to restore the trust of the
Sikh community in democratic institutions and reaffirm
that every citizen, every faith, and every culture matters
equally in our republic.

Operation Blue Star was more than a military opera-
tion — it was a moral failure of the Indian state. The dam-
age to the soul of the nation is still evident. A nation that
wishes to move forward must first come to terms with its
past. A public acknowledgment and sincere effort toward
truth and reconciliation will not weaken India — it will
strengthen its democracy and prove that India belongs to
all Indians equally.
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did the bridge collapse? There are MOSCOW. At least seven people were 
children there!" a woman can be killed and dozens injured after a bridge 
heard shouting in the video.collapsed onto a railway in a Russian 

Illegal interferenceregion bordering Ukraine late 
Saturday, officials said, in an incident Photos published online by Russian 
the railway operator blamed on authorities showed a collapsed 
" i l legal  in terference".A t ra in  section of the bridge and damaged 
travelling from the Russian border vehicles, as rescue workers were 
town of Klimovo to the capital deployed overnight.The disaster 
Moscow was derailed in the incident, area is around 100 kilometres (62 Railways, a state-owned subsidiary, 
authorities said, without giving m i l e s )  f r o m  t h e  U k r a i n i a n  said a passenger train derailed 
details.Videos posted on social media border.Russia's emergency ministry "between Klimov and Moscow due to 
showed rescuers working at the site of said a team was on site, while Russian the collapse of a road bridge span, as a 
a large mound of rubble covering what Railways said it had dispatched repair result of illegal interference in the 
appeared to be a train belonging to trains to the scene.An AFP reporter in operation of transport".The incident 
national operator Russian Railways, central Moscow saw ambulances happened at 10:44 pm (1944 GMT) 
while another showed people shouting parked at Kievsky railway station between the Pilshino and Vygonichi 
in distress."There are seven dead as a awaiting the arrival of injured stations in the Bryansk region, the 
result of the collapse of a bridge onto passengers.Prosecutors said they had national railway operator said on 
railway tracks," Alexander Bogomaz, opened an investigation.Authorities Telegram.The incident did not affect 
the Bryansk region's governor, wrote did not explain how the incident other train traffic, the firm added.In 
on Telegram.At least 66 others were happened and what the railway one video posted on social media, 
injured, including three children, he o p e r a t o r  m e a n t  b y  " i l l e g a l  someone can be heard screaming as 
said, giving a revised toll.Moscow interference".eyewitnesses rush to find help."How 

NEWS BOX

From 'oppa' to comrade: North Korea's 
phones auto-correct to fit party line

At least seven dead after Russian 
bridge collapses onto railway

Iran one step from using enriched 
uranium for nukes: UN watchdog report

I am not taking drugs!' Elon 
Musk denies damning report

China says US 'should not 
play with fire' on Taiwan, 
slams Hegseth's remarks

BEIJING. China on Sunday warned the United States it 
"should not play with fire" over Taiwan and said it had 
lodged "representations" with Washington over 
comments made by Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth at a 
summit in Singapore.The US secretary of defence used 
his speech at an annual security forum on Saturday to 
warn that China was "credibly preparing" to use 
military force to upend the balance of power in Asia. He 
added that the Chinese military was building the 
capabilities to invade Taiwan and "rehearsing for the 
real deal."In a statement released just after midnight, 
China's foreign ministry said it had "lodged solemn 
representations with the US side" over Hegseth's 
comments, adding that it "strongly deplores" his 
remarks."The US should not try to use the Taiwan issue 
as a bargaining chip to contain China and should not 
play with fire," it said.Beijing, which did not send its 
defence minister Dong Jun to the Singapore summit, 

called the "Taiwan issue" China's "internal affair" and 
said foreign countries had no right to interfere.

China considers the self-ruled democratic island as its 
territory and has not ruled out using force to take 
control of it.Hegseth also accused Beijing of "illegally 
seizing and militarising lands" in the disputed South 
China Sea.

Beijing claims almost the entire waterway, despite an 
international ruling that its assertion has no merit.

The foreign ministry on Sunday claimed there had "never 
been any issue" with navigation in the waterway.

China "is committed to safeguarding its territorial 
sovereignty and maritime rights and interests in 
accordance with the law", a ministry spokesperson said.

Beijing also accused the United States of turning the 
Indo-Pacific region into a "powder keg" by deploying 
weapons in the South China Sea.

Hit the jackpot, lost the girl: 
Canada man sues ex over 
missing $3.6 million

WASHINGTON. Elon Musk on Saturday denied a 
report that he used ketamine and other drugs 
extensively last year on the 2024 campaign trail.

The New York Times reported Friday that the 
billionaire adviser to President Donald Trump used 
so much ketamine, a powerful anesthetic, that he 
developed bladder problems.The newspaper said the 
world's richest person also took ecstasy and 
mushrooms and traveled with a pill box last year, 
adding that it was not known whether Musk also took 
drugs while heading the so-called Department of 
Government Efficiency (DOGE) after Trump took 

power in January.In a post Saturday on X, Musk said: 
"To be clear, I am NOT taking drugs! The New York 
Times was lying their ass off."He added: "I tried 
'prescription' ketamine a few years ago and said so on 
X, so this not even news. It helps for getting out of 
dark mental holes, but haven't taken it since 
then."Musk first dodged a question about his drug 
use at a bizarre farewell appearance Friday with 
Trump in the Oval Office in which the Tesla and 
SpaceX boss sported a noticeable black eye as he 
formally ended his role as Trump's main cost-cutter 
at DOGE, which fired tens of thousands of civil 
servants.News of the injury drew substantial 
attention as it came right after the Times report on his 
alleged drug use. The daily recalled erratic behavior 
such as Musk giving an enthusiastic Nazi-style salute 
in January of this year at a rally celebrating Trump's 
inauguration.Musk said he got the injury while 
horsing around with his young son, named X, when 
he told the child to hit him in the face."And he did. 
Turns out even a five-year-old punching you in the 
face actually is.

world. A man in Canada has filed a lawsuit claiming 
his longtime girlfriend disappeared with his lottery 
winnings after he asked her to collect the prize on his 
behalf, as reported by the New York Post.

Lawrence Campbell alleged he bought the winning 
ticket, worth $3.6 million, but was unable to claim 
the prize himself because he had lost his wallet and 
identification. He said he trusted his girlfriend, 
Krystal McKay, to collect the money, as they were in 
a “loyal, committed and promising romantic 
partnership,” his lawyer told CTV News.The couple 
had been dating for a year and a half and were living 
together at the time, according to Campbell.However, 
things took a dramatic turn less than two weeks after 
McKay received the check. Campbell claimed she 
suddenly vanished and failed to return to the hotel 
room they had been sharing.

“He set out to visit a few of her known spots where she 
would party and, sure enough, after some 
investigation, he found her in bed, with another guy,” 
Campbell told CTV News.“She ghosted him, 
refused to take his calls or answer his messages, she 
blocked him on her social media accounts, and even 
took out a protection order,” he added.

Around 250 million honeybees escaped 
after a truck carrying hives overturned 
near Lynden, Washington. Local 
beekeepers rushed to rescue and restore 
the displaced hives.

7 dead, 30 injured as bridge 
collapse derails train in 
Russia near Ukraine border
world. At least seven people were killed and 30 others 

sustained injuries after a passenger train derailed late 
Saturday in Russia’s western Bryansk region 
following a bridge collapse, Reuters reported, citing 
Regional Governor Alexander Bogomaz. The train 
was travelling from Moscow to Klimov when it came 
off the tracks in the Vygonichskyi district.

Authorities said the collapse was caused by “illegal 
interference in transport operations,” but did not 
provide further details.The regional governor, 
Alexander Bogomaz, confirmed the incident on 
Telegram, saying emergency services were on the 
scene. The derailment occurred near a federal 
highway, and multiple rescue units have been 
deployed, according to Russia’s emergency 
ministry.Russian state news agencies RIA and TASS 
reported that the train’s driver was among the dead. 
Independent Telegram channels Baza and SHOT, 
which often cite sources in law enforcement, claimed 
the bridge may have been deliberately blown up, 
though these reports have not been independently 
verified. There has been no immediate comment from 
Ukrainian authorities.Photos shared by government 
agencies from the scene showed passenger train cars 
torn apart and scattered among chunks of concrete 
from the collapsed bridge. Additional videos 
circulating on social media appeared to have been 
recorded from inside vehicles that narrowly missed 
crossing the bridge moments before it gave way.Since 
the start of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
over three years ago, its border regions including 
Bryansk, have seen repeated drone strikes, sabotage 
attempts, and cross-border shelling.US President 
Donald Trump has urged both Moscow and Kyiv to 
cooperate in reaching a peace agreement to end the 
conflict, as Russia has suggested holding a second 
round of in-person talks with Ukrainian officials in 
Istanbul next week.

 Buzz on Washington streets as 250 
million bees escape after truck crashes

State’, a term North Korean authorities considered a serious criminal offence. world. Everything South Korean is 
use to describe the South, claiming it is For ordinary citizens, access to the banned in Kim Jong Un’s North Korea, 
under US control.The phone takes global internet is virtually nonexistent.a country that enforces strict 
screenshots every five minutes and According to a recent report that censorship across all forms of media to 
stores them in a specific folder that is included testimonies from 649 North shield its citizens from the realities of 
inaccessible to users. Only authorities Korean defectors, the regime under the outside world. A mobile phone 
have access to this folder, allowing Kim Jong Un has intensified its smuggled out of the country has now 
them to monitor user activity in crackdown on “Western influence” revealed fresh insights into how one of 

and the flow of outside information. the world’s most extreme censorship 
Officials are said to routinely regimes operates.The surveillance and 
inspect mobile phones for contact censorship methods range from 
names, language, and slang that autocorrection of certain South 
suggest exposure to South Korean Korean words to routine data sharing 
culture.with authorities, all while denying 

Kim has also banned K-pop and K-users access to the internet, according 
dramas, South Korean music and to a BBC report.For instance, the word 
television dramas that have gained 'Oppa', which is widely used in South 
global popularity, as part of efforts Korean popular culture to refer to 
to curb foreign cultural influence.A boyfriends (though it literally means 
human rights report by South older brother), is automatically 
Korea’s Unification Ministry corrected to ‘Comrade’ on North 
earlier revealed that North Korean Korean smartphones.Additionally, a 
authorities publicly executed a 22-warning displayed just below the detail.From radios to smartphones, 

year-old man for listening to and keyboard further instructs users that communication devices in North 
sharing K-pop music and films, “this word can only be used to refer to Korea are pre-configured to receive 
underscoring Pyongyang’s brutal siblings”.Similarly, if someone tries to only state propaganda and are sealed to 
crackdown on foreign cultural type ‘South Korea,’ the phone prevent tampering. Altering these 
influence.automatically changes it to ‘Puppet devices to access external content is 

deputies dove into in their squad cars at 
times to avoid being stung.Honeybees are 
crucial to the food supply, pollinating over 
100 crops including nuts, vegetables, 
berries, citrus and melons. Bees and other 
pollinators have been declining for years, 
and experts blame insecticides, parasites, 
disease, climate change and lack of a 
diverse food supply.

In 2018, the UN General Assembly Washington. There was a buzz in the air 
sponsored the first “World Bee Day” on Friday in northwestern Washington state as 
May 20 to bring attention to the bees’ about 250 million honeybees escaped a 
plight.Beekeepers often transport millions commercial truck that overturned.
of bees from one location to another The truck hauling an estimated 70,000 
because leaving them in one location for pounds (31,751 kilograms) of honeybee 
too long can deplete resources for other hives rolled over around 4 a.m. close to the 
pollinators, The Seattle Times reported.Canadian border near Lynden, the 

Alan Woods, president of the Washington employees and several bee experts The goal is to save as many of the bees as Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office said in 
State Beekeepers Association, told the responded to the scene. The box hives later possible.“Thank you to the wonderful social media posts.It appears the driver did 
newspaper the state should have a came off the truck, and local beekeepers community of beekeepers: over two dozen not navigate a tight turn well enough, 
standardised “emergency bee response” for swarmed to help recover, restore and reset showed up to help ensure the rescue of causing the trailer to roll into a ditch, 
bee vehicle crashes. In 2015, 14 million the hives, according to the sheriff's office. millions of pollinating honey bees would c o u n t y  e m e rg e n c y  m a n a g e m e n t  
bees escaped a truck north of Seattle on be as successful as possible,” the sheriff's The plan is to allow the bees to return to their spokesperson Amy Cloud said in an email. 
Interstate 5 and started stinging people, the office post said.The public was advised to hives and find their queen bee in the next The driver was uninjured, Cloud 
newspaper reported at the time.avoid the area on Friday, and sheriff's day or two, according to the sheriff's office. said.Deputies, county public works 

world.  agency’s previous quarterly report in updated information.”“The Islamic Iran has significantly expanded its 
Repub l i c  o f  I r an  exp re s se s  i t s  February. The AP notes that “60 per cent stockpile of uranium enriched close to 
disappointment about the report, which enriched material is a short, technical step weapons-grade levels, according to a 
was prepared by imposing pressure on the away from weapons-grade levels of 90 per confidential report by the United Nations’ 
agency for political purposes, and cent.”nuclear watchdog, the International 
expresses its obvious objection about its WHAT'S INSIDE THE REPORTAtomic Energy Agency (IAEA), seen by 
content,” the statement said. It also The report emphasised that Iran is now “the the Associated Press. The IAEA also urged 
reiterated that Supreme Leader Ayatollah only non-nuclear-weapon state to produce Tehran to urgently alter its course and 
Ali Khamenei has issued a religious decree such material,” which the agency described cooperate with the agency’s long-running 
prohibiting nuclear weapons.as a matter of “serious concern.” The IAEA investigation into its nuclear activities.The 

Iran further criticized the IAEA for failing to also pointed out that “approximately 42 IAEA report, released Saturday, arrives at a 
acknowledge the impact of the US's kilograms of 60 per cent enriched uranium diplomatically delicate moment. US that its nuclear program is purely peaceful, unilateral withdrawal from the 2015 is theoretically enough to produce one President Donald Trump is reportedly IAEA Director General Rafael Mariano nuclear deal in 2018, a decision made by atomic bomb, if enriched further to 90 per seeking a deal with Tehran to rein in its Grossi has warned that the stockpile is the Trump administration, which Tehran Citing the IAEA from a confidential report, nuclear program, but several rounds of sufficient to produce “several” nuclear sees as the root cause of the current nuclear the BBC reported that Iran saw an alarming negotiations between the two sides have so bombs if Iran chooses to proceed.Tehran impasse.The IAEA has also raised 50 per cent increase in uranium enriched to 

f a r  f a i l e d  t o  y i e l d  a  pushed back forcefully against the report. questions about past undeclared activities 60 per cent purity in the last three 
breakthrough.According to news agency In a joint statement, Iran’s Foreign at three sites believed to be part of a months.The watchdog further estimated 
AP, the Vienna-based IAEA reported that Ministry and the Atomic Energy structured nuclear weapons program Iran that Iran’s total stockpile of enriched 

Organization of Iran rejected the findings, as of May 17, Iran had amassed 408.6 allegedly ran until the early 2000s. The uranium, including lower enrichment 
accusing the agency of relying on agency said these sites may have involved kilograms (900.8 pounds) of uranium levels, had reached 9,247.6 kilograms 
“unreliable and differing information t h e  u s e  o f  u n d e c l a r e d  n u c l e a r  enriched up to 60 per cent. This marks an (20,387.4 pounds), reflecting an increase 
sources” and said the report was “biased, material.Meanwhile, diplomatic efforts increase of 133.8 kilograms (294.9 of 953.2 kilograms (2,101.4 pounds) since 
unprofessional and lacking crucial, continue. pounds) — nearly per cent, since the February.While Iran continues to assert 
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EDITORIAL 6

due to rising agricultural wages, is expected to retain the India’s GDP growth is blowing hot and cold. If the January-
momentum, thanks to the above-normal monsoon March quarter saw an impressive 7.4 percent growth, 
predicted. While private investments rose in Q4, beating consensus estimates, the figure for the full 2024-
government expenditure fell with a giant thud. Worse, 25 fiscal year printed at 6.5 percent—the lowest in four 
it’s expected to grow at a slower rate this fiscal, which years. Even though the economic momentum seems to 
means we need more private investments now.have picked up in Q4, the projections for the current 

fiscal are set at 6.2-6.5 percent, implying that instead of a Investment demand will likely remain sluggish due to the 
recovery, growth may slow down sharply. The heightened global uncertainty. But a rising domestic 
provisional estimates released Friday also show that the demand could, in part, enthuse companies to expand 
Indian economy’s size stood at $3.9 trillion in 2024-25, production. Note that Friday’s data includes provisional 
as against $3.6 trillion in 2023-24. So it needs a run-rate estimates and the final numbers will undergo revisions, 
of at least 6-7 percent to emerge as the world’s fourth hopefully upwards. While 2025-26 began on a sour note 
largest economy, overtaking Japan at $4.19 trillion, owing to global trade headwinds, the outlook for 
anytime soon. Besides a higher headline rate, we also domestic growth seems relatively resilient. As 

last year. But analysts suspect that rural consumption was urgently need a broad-based growth, not the current mix Nageswaran noted, at a time when several countries are 
the main engine, while urban spending sputtered. Chief of sub-sectoral surges.While manufacturing and facing stagflation risks, India is witnessing a benign 
Economic Adviser V Anantha Nageswaran noted that the construction—two key employment generators—picked growth-inflation environment. That should spur 
transmission of interest rate cuts and personal income tax up pace in Q4, they ended the full year on a disappointing consumption and investments, paving the way for a 
benefits will likely boost urban consumption this fiscal. note. Private consumption, a key demand driver, stood at steady growth of 7 percent. At least, that’s the hope at this 
Helpfully, rural consumption, which saw an improvement its highest in at least two decades, outpacing GDP growth point.

Borne identity: 
Looming AI threat

Newton’s Third Law in Punjab

poisoning. This is a two-front war for India involving away, manipulating its door locks, dashboard and networks and power grid, thereby creating a potential NOW that Operation Sindoor has been paused, there 
Pakistan and China but unfolding in ways that Indian brakes.Cyberattacks are also increasingly targeting e- vulnerability.In April 2022, US cybersecurity firm will be debates on the lessons learned from the short 
planners did not visualise.Is such a war realistic or in vehicle charging stations, and there is credible Recorded Future revealed that Chinese state-yet sharp encounter and how a future conflict 
the realm of science fiction? To answer that, we must concern that these stations could be used as a vector to sponsored hackers had targeted India’s power grids in involving the two neighbours could play out. In this 
examine two critical questions: Do such Ladakh. In October 2020, malware deployed by context, I came across a paper by Pavithran Rajan 
technologies already exist, and can they be Chinese group RedEcho caused a power outage in titled ‘Visualising the AI Battlefield — A Realist 
weaponised at the scale envisioned in the Mumbai, which halted trains, shut down stock Perspective’. Rajan is a former intelligence officer of 
scenario?Looking first at the current state of markets and hit hospitals for 10 to 12 hours.So, can the Indian Army who writes and lectures extensively 
technology. Can smartphones be made to explode? these technologies be weaponised at scale to unleash on information warfare and technology.
There are known examples of malware, such as mass destruction and disruption? Orchestrating a Rajan outlines a futuristic scenario in which the 
BadPower, that work by tricking the adapter into multi-pronged cyberassault synchronised with a Pakistan Army responds to an Indian airstrike on 
sending more electricity to the phone than it can conventional military offensive would demand an terrorist camps with a ground offensive towards 
handle, which, over time, will melt the internal extraordinary level of operational sophistication. It Amritsar. The physical assault is accompanied by a 
components and start a fire. implies that well before the conflict turned kinetic, coordinated cyberattack that targets India’s digital 

the adversary would have infiltrated supply chains, Modern lithium-ion batteries of phones have built-in infrastructure. With full backing from China, the 
weaponised key systems, mapped targets and protection circuits that monitor temperature, operation leverages pre-planted vulnerabilities in 
deployed AI to minimise the need for human control.voltage and current. If dangerous conditions are Chinese-manufactured devices across India.

detected, these circuits disconnect the battery to This degree of sophistication is far beyond the reach of Thousands of smartphones explode in the hands of 
spread malware to hundreds of cars.prevent catastrophic failure. However, the equipment civilians and military personnel. Electric vehicles, private hacking groups but well within the grasp of 

Drones with facial recognition software are already a manufacturer can modify the battery management state actors like China, whose cyber capabilities are remotely controlled through previously installed 
reality. In 2023, the US Department of Defense system to deactivate some of its safety features if backdoors ,  c rash  in to  mi l i t a ry  ta rge ts .  both advanced and expansive. It is not a question of if 
awarded a contract to develop drones that use pressured by the country of its origin.Accompanying the Pakistani soldiers are swarms of such planning is underway but how far along it 
machine learning and facial recognition to identify E-vehicles are essentially “computers on wheels” and drones with facial recognition software to hunt down already is.In February 2024, then FBI Director 
human targets for special operations forces. China is vulnerable to hacking. Of late, cybersecurity high-value individuals.Simultaneously, India’s Christopher Wray confirmed that China has 
the leader in facial recognition technology and a researchers have repeatedly demonstrated their Information and Communication Technology “offensive weapons within our critical infrastructure dominant force in drone technology. There is no ability to remotely compromise e-cars, including backbone, seeded with Chinese hardware and poised to attack whenever Beijing decides the time is doubt that the two technologies have been combined critical functions like steering and braking, through software, begins to destabilise. Backdoors embedded right.” Then, US federal agencies warned that for military purposes.Experts have long warned that software vulnerabilities.in routers, switches and servers allow Chinese cyber Chinese hackers have, at times, “secretly” hidden in when a foreign adversary’s equipment is embedded warriors to selectively shut down communication A famous example is the 2015 Jeep Cherokee hack, US infrastructure for up to five years, ready to within national infrastructure, it may carry hidden networks, power stations, water treatment plants and where researchers Charlie Miller and Chris Valasek conduct a disruptive or destructive cyberattack. It “kill switches” capable of disabling critical systems. transportation systems.Not all Chinese devices in remotely disabled the Jeep’s transmission and brakes would be naïve to assume that India’s critical Like other countries, India has heavily relied on cost-India are weaponised; only 5 per cent are carefully while a Wired reporter was driving on the highway. In 

infrastructure is not already the target of silent effective Chinese-made routers, switches and selected to maximise the impact, with some Western another case, a Tencent Keen Security Lab team took 
infiltration and strategic compromise.industrial control systems to build its cellular devices also becoming victims of supply chain remote control of a Tesla Model S from 12 miles 

Growth-inflation mix should spur spending, private investments

Dario Amodei, CEO of Anthropic, the company that 
runs the Claude artificial intelligence model, has 
stepped out of line from his peers and confirmed a 
crisis hiding in plain sight. While the industry and 
governments minimise the threat of AI, claiming 
that it will only take over menial, clerical, 
repetitive functions, Amodei recently said that it is 
very likely to wipe out white-collar jobs and 
deepen unemployment, especially among young 
people.For example, AIs seem to be better 
persuaders than people. In September 2024, 
chatbots were reported to be good at debunking 
fake news and persuading conspiracy theorists to 
see sense. It was an important finding, since urban 
legends are used to amp up divisive politics. In 
April, researchers at the University of Zurich 
covertly addressed the popular subreddit, 
r/changemyview, via AI chatbots to see how 
efficiently large language models can persuade 
people. The forum performs an important function 
in highly polarised times, reminding people that it 
is normal to have multiple viewpoints. 
Concealment made the experiment controversial, 
but its draft report found that AIs are three to six 
times more persuasive than humans.

In May, researchers at Lausanne pitted 900 people 
against human and AI debaters to discuss points 
like the utility of school uniforms and the value of 
AI. They found that when AIs know something 
about their opponents, they are formidable 
persuaders. Now that clever people know this, AIs 
could be deployed in prestige roles as lobbyists, 
political campaign managers and marketers of all 
things from missiles to toothpaste. Dare we say, 
religion, too?This is not how it was supposed to 
play out. From the Industrial Revolution until the 
late 20th century, from the age of steam to that of 
silicon, machines have been presented as labour-
saving devices whose most valuable product is 
leisure. But since mechanisation was a purely 
Western project, European ideas like utility 
applied. In the narrative about the golden age of 
machines, even the time freed up by reducing 
drudgery was supposed to have utility?it would 
give everyone the opportunity to create art and 
culture. Unemployment and underemployment 
would be wellsprings of creativity.But if work 
remains a marker of identity?consider how 
profession is embedded in South Asian caste 
names, and in English surnames like Carpenter 
and Carter?leisure spells erasure, not creation. 
Ironically, chronic unemployment is a feature of 
booming economies like India and China.

Urban families were typically bankrolled by a sole 
breadwinner. In the 1980s, yuppie aspiration 
created families called DINKs (double income no 
kids) and DINKYs (Y for ‘yet’). Now, double 
income with kids is becoming the urban norm. 
Seen through the lens of women’s participation in 
the workforce, it is a positive development. But it 
also points to the soaring cost of living?while one 
income could finance a family earlier, it now takes 
two. And someone who does not work has no 
identity.This erasure will be deepened if AI culls 
jobs on a scale not seen for decades?and across the 
rank and file this time. AI was supposed to take 
over basic and repetitive tasks, leaving workers 
free to supervise machines or turn to higher things. 
Exactly the opposite is happening. AIs can write 
words and code, create images from words, 
analyse gigantic datasets and work in 
mathematics, science and music. Because they 
learn by mimicry, they can even write poetry and 
literary fiction in the manner of acclaimed 
writers.But for want of manual dexterity, AIs are 
no good for everyday work. They can make fast 
food because it’s standardised, but they can’t make 
a home-cooked meal. Disappointingly, while the 
household robot has been a stock character in 
science fiction, intelligent machines can’t perform 
any household function reliably, except for 
keeping floors somewhat clean.Jobs deemed to be 
low-quality may prove to be durable while a lot of 
white-collar roles go to machines. Even industries 
like the press, which depend heavily on human 
instincts and originality, are being affected. The 
buzz is about ‘liquid content’?text, graphics and 
other components formatted to be widely shared, 
which can be decanted into various formats and 
channels.

ground. life Amarinder Singh, who left the Congress to teach it TWENTY days before the Ludhiana West Assembly 
a lesson and joined the BJP, is far removed from the constituency goes to the polls on June 19, the Punjab Perhaps, none of this is new. Modi-Shah have had the 
heat and dust of politics and is planning a summer of BJP is asking two questions. The first is, Ludhiana BJP and the country in their grip since the party came to 
travel. Vijay Rupani, the man from Gujarat who is in West where? And the second, Ludhiana West who? power in 2014 — dividing the Opposition, influencing 
charge of Punjab, hides when he rolls his eyes in both society and media, invoking the gods and The crisis in the party in the state is totally at odds with a 
boredom, but everyone can see.Ludhiana West is a conflating it with nationalism, although, as we know, juggernaut that has been caterwauling across the 
predominantly Hindu constituency, as much as 85 per one of the most endearing things about Hindu gods is country over the last several months and mopping up 
cent, perfect territory for the BJP to showcase its that they have feet of clay. All the party presidents, both all the governments it sets its eyes on. Haryana. 
determination to do much better than the only two past and present, know that.Maharashtra. Delhi. Even in Manipur, the BJP folks are 
MLAs it has today. In the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, the claiming the support of a majority of the MLAs (44) in Current incumbent JP Nadda, the mild-mannered 
BJP didn't do too badly, winning 18 per cent of the vote. an attempt at upsetting the local applecart. gentleman from Himachal Pradesh, must be 
The PM, who spent a large time in Punjab during the wondering till when and how long his extended The BJP blitzkrieg didn't need Operation Sindoor to 
Emergency, is said to have a fond corner for Punjab. presidency is going to last.underline the 24x7 presence of the world’s largest 
But a certain je ne sais quoi is clearly missing.political party — with a 90-crore membership, the BJP The RSS is said to be fully on board the Modi train, its 

Local Ludhiana boy Bikram Singh Sidhu is said to be a claims to be even larger than the Communist Party of message of Hindutva being seeded across the length 
likely candidate from Ludhiana West China.Certainly, Operation Sindoor 
— he had contested the election the has magnified PM Narendra Modi’s 
last time too — except, the local importance not just in the party, but 
'sanghathan' or RSS man, Manthri also across the country and in the 
Sreenivasulu, doesn’t approve. international arena. He took the 
Sreenivasulu, instead, likes Jeevan decision, first, to target terror 
Gupta, another local who pays full infrastructure inside Pakistan.Then, 
obeisance to the ‘sanghathan’, but as a when the Pakistanis struck back by 
wag offered, “won't get even 10 raining drones and missiles on 
votes.”Sreenivasulu, meanwhile, is Indian military infrastructure from 
most unpopular in the Punjab BJP. A Baramulla to Bhuj, it was the PM 
god-fearing, Telugu-speaking gent, who decided to escalate the air war 
he earnestly clocks the miles, going by bombing Pakistan's 11 bases and 
from ‘pind’ to ‘pind’, village to runways.
village, but to little avail. It’s not The BrahMos missile certainly did its 
really his fault. The Punjabi is job well, but the credit for the 
mystified by him, and he is mystified decision to play eyeball-to-eyeball 
by the Punjabi. Newton’s Third Law with Rawalpindi until Rawalpindi 
prevails here; every action has an blinked, must certainly be given to 
equal and opposite reaction.Modi.Close by his side, the powerful 

F o r  s u r e ,  f r o m  K a s h m i r  t o  Home Minister and Modi’s closest 
Kanyakumari, via Punjab and Andhra confidante,  Amit  Shah,  has 
Pradesh, India is one, but the BJP demonstrated how there’s no 

and breadth of the country; what more could it want in must know that some local flavour is always welcome sunlight between the PM and he. It’s as if they 
its centenary year.So, back to the first question. Why in the Maggi.Back, then, to the original question. Why complete each other’s sentences. Between them, 
does no one in the BJP, not even Modi-Shah, care about is the BJP not interested in fighting Ludhiana West? there's full control over the party and the country.The 
a bypoll in a corner of Punjab, in Ludhiana West, Perhaps, Punjab with only 13 Lok Sabha seats doesn’t thing about Amit Shah, as has been made clear again 
considering Punjab is a sensitive, border state; has just matter that much; and without the Akali Dal, it’s and again, is that he doesn't leave anything to chance. It 
been through a near-conflict with Pakistan, even if it difficult for the BJP to enter the state’s Sikh-dominated is said he fights every election, from panchayat to Lok 
was mostly an air war; and none other than the PM villages.Sabha, as if he’s astride the Mahabharata chessboard, 
came to Adampur within a day of the end of the conflict Perhaps, none of the above is true and the real reason is thinking through every move three moves 
because the S-400 had warded off Pakistan’s Hatf that Punjabis, so used to resisting the idea of the Delhi before.Within days of the end of the India-Pakistan 
missiles?Consider the total disinterest. The BJP state Durbar for centuries, find it easy to escape the charms conflict, as the PM travelled across the country talking 
president, Sunil Jakhar, resigned several months ago of the saffron party. So, why doesn't the BJP want to to people about the conflict just ended, Shah was back 
and there is no move to replace him. The larger-than- change that state of being?in the Jammu region to assess the damage on the 

THE GREAT GAME: Why does no one in the BJP, not even Modi-Shah, care about a bypoll in a corner of  Punjab?

At a time when several countries are facing stagflation risks, India is witnessing a benign growth-inflation environment. That should spur 

consumption and investments, paving the way for a steady growth of 7 percent

Editorial

Cyberattacks are increasingly targeting e-vehicle charging stations, and there is credible 
concern that these stations could be used as a vector to spread malware to hundreds of cars.

Evolutionary or revolutionary — Visualising the digital battlefield
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BUSINESS 10

Economists increasingly fear 
that growth may plateau 
around 6–6.5%, and that the 
ingredients for a return to 
7%-plus growth are missing

more than the higher, as the Rs 2000 is has witnessed an unparalleled rise in 
almost completely out of circulation, digital transactions, marking a 
except for possibly 0.02, which is still significant milestone in its journey 
lying outside. Others have given it to towards becoming a cashless society. 
the banks.""We need to have more At the forefront of India's digital 
digital awareness built so that people payment revolution is UPI with a 

record hit of 16.73 billion 
transactions in December 2024.

In addition to this, Immediate 
Payment Service (IMPS) and 
FASTag have emerged as pivotal 
p layers ,  making  f inancia l  
t r a n s a c t i o n s  f a s t e r,  m o r e  
accessible, and secure. As of 
recent data from the National 
Payments Corporation of India 
(NPCI), UPI has set a new record 
by processing over 16.73 billion New Delhi. Union Finance Minister 
transactions, with a staggering Nirmala Sitharaman said on 
transaction value of Rs 23.25 lakh Saturday that the priority of the 
crore. This is a notable jump from government is to "make sure" that 
Rs 21.55 lakh crore in November.currency in circulation will be in 

In 2024, UPI processed around 172 " lower denominat ions"  and 
billion transactions, marking a 46 per see a benefit in doing digital transfers," spreading more awareness for "doing 
cent increase from 117.64 billion in the Union Finance Minister said at the digital transfers."Answering a question 
2023. This rise underscores a broader 'National Commemorative Seminar on on the future of Rs 500 currency, 
cultural shift toward financial 60 Years of Pt Deendayal Upadhyaya Sitharaman said, "We are making every 
inclusivity, with UPI being a central Integral Humanism Lectures' in the effort to make sure that currency will be 
pillar.national capital.In recent years, India in the lower denominations, used much 

GIFT Nifty Clocks All-Time High Monthly 
Turnover Of  $102.35 Billion In May

New Delhi.  

push to boost exports and investment remains subdued,” 
ramp up inf ras t ruc ture  he notes.
spending,  which  l i f ted  Gross fixed capital formation 
economic growth. But all of (GFCF), a key indicator of 
that is now built into the base. capital expenditure, slowed to 
Government capex as a share 7.1% in FY25 from 8.8% the 
of GDP is plateauing, and previous year. The Q4 capex 
there is no strong structural 

push — which saw GFCF rise 
push to drive consumption 

9.4% — helped salvage the either, especially in the 
full-year figure somewhat.absence of visible income 

According to Kumar, while growth,” she says.India grew 
agriculture is doing relatively at 8.7% in FY22, 7.2% in 
well, its overall contribution to India’s economy posted an FY23, and 9.2% in FY24. But 

unexpected 7.4% GDP growth in the GDP is small and unlikely to growth projections are turning growth in Q4 was just 6%, down from 
fourth quarter of FY25, pushing the full- move the needle much. For India to cautious. The IMF projects GDP growth 8 .1% in  Q3  and  6 .2% in  Q4  
year growth to 6.5%. While that’s a consistently grow above 7%, both the at 6.2% for FY26 and 6.3% for FY27. FY24.According to the CEA, private 
respectable number, it is the slowest pace Even the government’s Chief Economic services and industrial sectors need to consumption accounted for 61.4% of 
in the last four years. More importantly, Advisor (CEA), V. Anantha Nageswaran, accelerate.Currently, services contribute GDP at current prices in FY25 — the 
estimates for the next couple of years while optimistic, puts FY26 growth in the highest since FY2004. This suggests that 45% to gross value added (GVA), 
remain muted, ranging between 6.3% and 6.3–6.8% range.The FY25 number was despite its recent slowdown, private industrial sectors (manufacturing, 
6.5%. So, is India’s economic engine propped up by a surge in government consumption remains the primary engine mining, utilities) account for 27%, and 
losing steam, or is 6.5% growth the new capital spending in the fourth quarter. of growth in the absence of robust private agriculture contributes about 18%.normal?Economists increasingly fear Yet, structural weaknesses remain. investment. With global uncertainty, intensifying trade that growth may plateau around 6–6.5%, Private sector investment continues to Arun Kumar, former professor of tensions, and the looming threat of and that the ingredients for a return to lag, and although consumption growth economics at JNU, points to weak generative AI disrupting jobs, sustaining 7%-plus growth are missing. Namrata rebounded to 7.2% in real terms (up from demand over the past three years, which 7% growth looks increasingly difficult. Mittal, conomist at SBI Mutual Fund, 5.8% in FY24), it still lacks underlying 

has kept formal sector capacity Yet, as Kumar says, “Predicting anything says the momentum for higher growth is strength. In fact, private consumption 
utilization at around 75%. “Private in this environment is risky and difficult.”lacking. “Post-Covid, there was a real 

Is 6.5% GDP growth new normal for India

Singapore leads as India's largest FDI 
source for seventh straight year

Kolkata. The Post Office Monthly Income Scheme 
(POMIS) is popularly referred to as POMIS or 
simply MIS. It is a government-backed deposit 
scheme that provides interest payments every 
month. Thus it is a fixed-income instrument that 
enjoys sovereign guarantee and thereby ensures 
the highest safety of capital. One can open a 
POMIS account either individually or jointly.

Many of those who are averse to taking risks and 
dislike the complicated world of equity and 
equity-linked investments put their money into 
POMIS. It is mostly popular with the elderly and 
the retirees, who don’t have a regular income from 
some kind of work. Why is the instrument so 
popular even in this age of superlative returns 
from the equities and mutual funds? Let’s have a 
look.What is the MIS interest rate in post office?

The interest rate payable by MIS stands at 7.4% 
currently. The interest is payable on completion of 
a month from the date of opening and is payable 
till maturity. However, if the interest is not 
collected by the account holder every month, it 
will not earn any interest in the subsequent 
months. The interest can be taken out through auto 
credit into savings account at same post office, or 
ECS.Minimum and maximum deposit in POMIS

One has to deposit a minimum amount of Rs 1,000. 
Further amounts have to be in multiples of Rs 
1,000. One can deposit a maximum amount of Rs 
9 lakh in a single account and 15 lakh in joint 
account. If an account is opened by a guardian on 
behalf of a minor, its limit will be treated 
separately.

Is POMIS tax free?
The interest under POMIS is taxable in the hand of 

depositor at his/her slab rate. The POMIS account 
can be closed after expiry of 5 years from the date 
of opening. One has to submit an application along 
with the passbook. In the event of the account 
holder dying before the maturity of the account, it 
may be closed and entire amount will be handed 
over to the nominee/legal heirs. Interest will be 
paid till the month preceding the death.

What is Rs 9 lakh MIS in post office?
By using a Post Office MIS calculator, once can 

easily estimate their monthly interest from the 
scheme. This calculator is available online for free 
and prominent agencies offer this calculator. Such 
a calculator will show that if one invests Rs 9 lakh 
in POMIS, the interest payable monthly will be Rs 
5,550. Similarly, a monthly interest of Rs 9,250 
will be paid to the joint holders of an account 
where Rs 15 lakh is invested.

New Delhi.  The combined market valuation of four of 
the top-10 most valued firms jumped ?1,01,369.5 
crore last week, with Life Insurance Corporation of 
India (LIC) emerging as the biggest gainer, in an 
otherwise sluggish trend in equities.Last week, the 
BSE benchmark declined 270.07 points or 0.33 per 
cent.While HDFC Bank, Bharti Airtel, State Bank of 
India and LIC were the gainers in terms of addition to 
their market valuation, Reliance Industries Ltd, Tata 
Consultancy Services (TCS), ICICI Bank, Infosys, 
Bajaj Finance and Hindustan Unilever Ltd faced a 
combined erosion of ?34,852.35 crore on the other 
hand.The market valuation of LIC surged ?59,233.61 
crore to ?6,03,120.16 crore, the most among the top-
10 firms.The market capitalisation (mcap) of Bharti 
Airtel jumped ?14,084.2 crore to ?10,58,766.92 crore 
and that of HDFC Bank climbed Rs 8,462.15 crore to 
Rs 14,89,185.62 crore.However, the mcap of TCS 
tumbled ?17,909.53 crore to ?12,53,486.42 
crore.The valuation of Reliance Industries tanked 
?7,645.85 crore to ?19,22,693.71 crore.The mcap of 
Bajaj Finance dropped by ?4,061.05 crore to 
?5,70,146.49 crore and that of ICICI Bank declined 
by ?2,605.81 crore to ?10,31,262.20 crore.The 
valuation of Hindustan Unilever Ltd diminished by 
?1,973.66 crore to ?5,52,001.22 crore and that of 
Infosys dived ?656.45 crore to Rs 6,49,220.46 crore.

Reliance Industries remained the most valued firm 
followed by HDFC Bank, TCS, Bharti Airtel, ICICI 
Bank, State Bank of India, Infosys, LIC, Bajaj 
Finance and Hindustan Unilever Ltd.

4 top valued firms see ?1 trn 
jump in market valuation, 
LIC biggest winner

Post Office MIS: The 
account that is 

trusted by millions; 
know why

June 5, 2017, and recognised by New Delhi.GIFT Nifty has recorded the 
International Financial Services highest-ever monthly turnover of 
Centre Authority (IFSCA).NSE $102.35 billion (Rs 8,75, 098 crore) 
International Exchange holds a with 2.10 million contracts during 
dominant market share of over 99 May, it was announced on Sunday. 
per cent, highlighting extensive GIFT Nifty, which stands as a new 
leadership in GIFT IFSC.It offers a benchmark to the growth story of 
diversified portfolio of products Indian equity market, recorded a new 
including Indian Single Stock milestone and has added yet another 
Derivatives, Index Derivatives, feather in its cap in terms of achieving 
Currency Derivatives, Depository all-time high monthly turnover. Stock Exchange of India (NSE) said in 

Rece ip ts  and  Global  Stocks .  This feat surpasses its previous record of a statement.Trading turnover on NSE 
Meanwhile, NSE has reached a $100.93 billion set in April this year. IX has been growing exponentially 
significant milestone, becoming the “This milestone reflects the growing since commencement of a full-scale 
largest unlisted company in India with global interest and trust in the GIFT operation of GIFT Nifty on July 3, 
over 100,000 shareholders, according Nifty as a benchmark for the India’s 2023. Since the first day of full-scale 
to latest industry data. growth story. We are glad to witness operations, GIFT Nifty has witnessed a 

For the financial year ending March 31 the success of GIFT Nifty and express total cumulative volume of over 43.28 
(FY25), the NSE reported a 17 per cent our sincere gratitude to all the million contracts with total cumulative 
year-on-year (YoY) increase in participants for their overwhelming turnover of US $1.93 trillion till May 
consolidated total income, reaching Rs support and making GIFT Nifty a 2025.NSE IX is an International multi 
19,177 crore.successful contract,” the National assets exchange set up at GIFT City on 

EPFO 3.0 To Launch With UPI 
& ATM Withdrawals From 
THIS Date– All You Need To 
Know
New Delhi. The Employees’ Provident Fund 

Organisation (EPFO) is likely to roll out EPFO 3.0 in 
June 2025, as per a DD News report. One of the key 
highlights of this upgrade is the expected introduction 
of UPI and ATM-based withdrawals which could 
make managing and accessing PF accounts faster and 
more convenient than ever before.

What is EPFO 3.0?
EPFO 3.0 is a new digital platform designed to make 

services faster and easier for EPF account holders. It 
is backed by upgraded IT systems and will allow users 
to do important tasks like withdrawing funds or 
updating account details more smoothly. This 
initiative is part of the Labour Ministry’s broader 
effort to simplify and digitise financial services for 
both salaried employees and those in the informal 
sector.Using UPI and ATMs to Access Your EPF: 
What to ExpectWhile the full details are yet to be 
revealed, EPFO 3.0 is expected to connect PF 
accounts with UPI and ATM networks. This could 
soon allow subscribers to withdraw their eligible EPF 
funds directly through UPI apps or bank ATMs, using 
secure methods like a PIN or Aadhaar verification. 
Withdrawal limits and safety rules will likely be in 
place to protect your funds.When Will EPFO 3.0 
Launch and What to Expect Next?

According to a DD News report, EPFO 3.0 is expected 
to roll out in June 2025, although the exact launch 
date hasn't been officially confirmed yet. The launch 
may begin with pilot testing in select regions before 
expanding across the country. Once fully 
implemented, the upgrade could benefit over 6 crore 
EPF account holders across India.//

EPFO Pension Access from Any Bank Branch
Starting January 1, 2025, pensioners under the 

Employees' Pension Scheme (EPS) 1995 will be able 
to receive their pension from any bank branch across 
India. This means retirees won’t be tied to a specific 
branch and can access their pension from any bank 
location, making the process more flexible and 
convenient.

New Delhi. Foreign investors continue to exhibit 
confidence in the country’s equity market, injecting 
Rs 19,860 crore in May driven by favourable global 
economic indicators and strong domestic 
fundamentals. This positive momentum follows a net 
investment of Rs 4,223 crore in April, data with the 
depositories showed. Prior to this, foreign portfolio 
investors (FPIs) had pulled out Rs 3,973 crore in 
March, Rs 34,574 crore in February, and a substantial 
Rs 78,027 crore in January.

Going forward, FPIs are likely to continue their 
investment in India. However, at higher levels they 
might sell since valuations are getting stretched, VK 
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit 
Investments, said. According to the data with the 
depositories, FPIs made a net investment of Rs 
19,860 crore in equities in May. The latest flow has 
helped narrow the outflow to Rs 92,491 crore in 2025 
so far.India’s equity markets witnessed a sharp 
resurgence in FPI activity in April. The sustained 
buying spree that began in mid-April continued in 
May too, reflecting renewed investor confidence. 
Himanshu Srivastava, Associate director – Manager 
Research, Morningstar Investment, said that several 
factors influenced FPI flows in May. Globally, easing 
US inflation and expectations of interest rate cut by 
the Federal Reserve made emerging markets like 
India more attractive. Domestically, India’s strong 
GDP growth, robust corporate earnings, and policy 
reforms enhanced investor confidence.

“Global macros like declining dollar, slowing US and 
Chinese economies and domestic macros like high 
GDP growth and declining inflation and interest rates 
are the factors driving FII inflows into India,” 
Vijayakumar said. In terms of sectors, FPIs have been 
buyers in autos, components, telecom and financials 
in the first half of May. Apart from equities, FPIs 
invested Rs 19,615 crore in debt general limit and Rs 
1,899 crore in debt voluntary retention during the 
period under review.

Govt Prioritising Lower Denomination Notes 
And Digital Transactions: Sitharaman

Market in May: FPIs infuse 
Rs 19,860 cr on strong 
domestic fundamentals, 
global indicators

In recent years, India has 
witnessed an 
unparalleled rise in 
digital transactions, 
marking a significant 
milestone in its journey 
towards becoming a 
cashless society. 

New Delhi.  UK (USD 795 million), Germany significant and active Singapore continued to be 
India's largest source of foreign direct (USD 469 million), and Cayman investor in India, the 
investment (FDI) for the last seven years, Islands (USD 371 million). landscape is gradually 
as the country received the highest evolving.According to experts, Singapore's 
inflows of about $15 billion in 2024- position as a global financial hub, "Singapore's rising FDI into 
25.The overseas inflow grew 13 per cent combined with strong bilateral ties India is anchored in its role 
to $50 billion in the last fiscal.The total and its role as a gateway for global as a global financial hub, 
FDI, which includes equity inflows, private equity and venture capital, home to a large number of 
reinvested earnings and other capital, makes it a natural conduit for international private equity 
grew by 14 per cent to $81.04 billion 

investments into India.Rumki and venture capital funds," 
during the last financial year. It is the 

Majumdar, Economist, Deloitte Pandey said.These investors 
highest in the last three years.FDI from 

India, said despite turmoil in the see India as a high-growth Singapore in 2024-25 increased to $14.94 
capital markets and uncertainties destination, particularly in billion from $11.77 billion in 2023-24, 
around trade, India has managed to sectors  l ike f inancial  according to the latest government 
attract huge investments, which s e r v i c e s ,  b a n k i n g ,  data.ALSO READ: FDI hits $81 billion in 
are stable and long-term. insurance, business process 2024-25, highest in three years: DPIIT 

outsourcing, logistics,  FDI equity inflows again; Karnataka bags "Given that Asia is the second largest SecretarySingapore accounted for around 
computer software and hardware, trading, second spotLokesh Shah, Partner, region to receive foreign capital inflows, a 19 per cent of total inflows in 
telecommunications and pharmaceuticals IndusLaw, said the India-Singapore tax large part of the funds come from 202425.Since 2018-19, Singapore has 
and use Singapore as a key base to treaty was one of the major drivers of been the largest source of such Singapore. There are quite a few reasons 
manage and deploy capital across Asia, he FD."Singapore's continued dominance in for that. One, being a low-tax jurisdiction investments in India. In 2017-18, India 
added.Foreign investments are crucial for India FDI now relies more on genuine attracted the maximum FDI from and with a robust legal framework, 

Mauritius.In the last fiscal, the country India to overhaul its infrastructure like business and regulatory advantages, Singapore is considered the strategic 
received USD 8.34 billion in foreign ports, airports and highways to push Singapore's sophisticated financial financial gateway to Asia," she 
inflows from Mauritius. growth.market, its status as a regional hub, and said.Double Tax Avoidance Agreement 

During 2024-25, Mauritius was followed political and economic stability," Shah between the two nations helps all FDI also helps improve the country's 
by the US (USD 5.45 billion), the said.Singapore-based organisations to invest balance of payments situation and 
Netherlands (USD 4.62 billion), the UAE in India and reduce the total tax burden on strengthen the rupee's value against other Rudra Kumar Pandey, Partner, Shardul 
(USD 3.12 billion), Japan (USD 2.47 income earned from India, Majumdar global currencies, especially the US Amarchand Mangaldas & Co, said that 
billion), Cyprus (USD 1.2 billion), the added.ALSO READ: Maharashtra tops dollar.while Singapore will continue to be a 
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New Delhi. was stepping into a paradox. A club rich in On a historic night in Munich, 
Paris Saint-Germain finally laid their ghosts ambition, but poor in cohesion. A dressing 
to rest. A ruthless 5-0 dismantling of Inter room lined with stars, but haunted by 
Milan in the Champions League final on collapses. The “Remontada” in 2017? That 

was his work—from the other side.June 1 crowned PSG champions of 
Europe—a moment decades in the making. He came with a Champions League title 
It was a victory that also sealed a sensational under his belt, earned in 2015 with a 

Barcelona side that, yes, had its own quadruple, but more than the silverware, it 
galcticos—but also played with terrifying marked the rebirth of a club that had long 
chemistry. Then came his time with Spain. chased glory the wrong way.Paris had 

always dreamed in gold. But for years, their Though he left before their eventual Euro 
execution than a contest. It was the reflection in Europe’s most coveted trophy 2024 triumph, it was his tactical 
culmination of a season where football was nothing more than a glittering illusion. groundwork, player integration, and 
finally caught up with fantasy. And at the unwavering belief in youth that lit the fuse. Superstars came and left, millions were 
centre of it all stood Luis Enrique—a man The man builds blueprints that last—even spent, and every spring brought more 
who had once guided Barcelona to when he’s no longer around to follow questions than answers. Until one man 
continental greatness, but this time did it them.So when he arrived in Paris and said, walked in—not to bask in the spotlight, but 
with a team that had no Messi, no Neymar, “Our game does not consist in letting to dismantle it.On June 1 in Munich, Paris 
no Mbapp. Just an idea.The Architect arrives Mbappe do what he wants,” it wasn’t just a Saint-Germain didn’t just win the 

When Luis Enrique took charge of PSG in July quote. It was a warning shot. The celebrity Champions League. They tore through Inter 
2023, he wasn’t stepping into a project. He era was over.Milan 5-0 in a final that felt more like an 

deserves this. Not just for the goals that 
he’s scored but also for the pressing we 
saw. We’ve seen such a season from him 
and he was exceptional,” Enrique said 
after his side’s Champions League 
win.Despite not netting the ball in the 
summit clash, Dembele assisted in his 
side’s two goals. Ahead of the final, he was 
also asked about his Ballon d’Or 
aspirations as the France international 
admitted that the coveted award was 
indeed in the back of his mind but he was 
more focused on winning the title for his 
team.“When you are a PSG player, the 
important thing is to take home the trophy 
for the team. Obviously this [the Ballon 
d’Or] is maybe in the back of my mind, but 

New Delhi. Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) 
it’s not what I’m thinking about most,” manager Luice Enrique has backed 
Embelle had said on the eve of the final.Ousmane Dembele to win the prestigious 

Meanwhile, a brace from Desire Doue, Ballon d’Or for playing a key role in their 
along with goals from Achraf Hakimi, his sensational performance, Luice Enrique Champions League 2025 triumph. PSG won 

Khvicha Kvaratskhelia and substitute Senny tipped Dembele to win Ballon d’Or, their maiden Champions League title as 
Mayulu set up Inter Milan’s annihilation at mentioning his exceptional defence in the they beat Inter Milan 5-0 in the final played 
the hands of PSG in the Champions League final.“Everyone’s talking about the Ballon at the Allianz Arena in Munich, Germany on 
final. Courtesy of their collective effort, d’Or, I would give it to Ousmane Dembele. Saturday, May 31.
PSG became the first French club to Just because of, if we think about how he Ousmane Dembele played a pivotal role in his 
complete a historic continental treble by defended today. He showed just what he was team’s dream campaign as the 28-year-old 
winning Champions League, LaLiga and made of. He was a leader, he was humble, he scored 25 goals this season and was the 
Copa del Rey.defended. Without a shadow of a doubt, he club’s most formidable attacker. Following 

Dembele deserves to win Ballon d'Or: PSG 
boss Luis Enrique after Champions League win

New Delhi. India’s N Sriram Balaji couldn’t go 
beyond the second round of the men’s 
doubles in the French Open 2025. On 
Saturday, May 31, Balaji and Mexico’s 
Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela lost in straight 
sets to the fourth-seeded Italian pair of 
Simone Bolelli and Andrea Vavassori.It took 
Bolelli and Vavaswsori an hour and 24 
minutes to win the match 6-3, 6-4 on Court 7. 
The Italian duo converted two of the nine 
break-point chances they got. Balaji and 
Reyes-Varela didn’t get a single opportunity 
to break, showing how dominating their 
opponents were.18 unforced errors didn’t 
help Balaji and his partner. Bolelli and 
Vavaswsori also dominated the Indo-
Mexican pair with 18 winners in the match. 
In the third round, Bolelli and Vavassori will 
be up against the Australian pair of Matthew 
Ebden and John Peers.

Rohan Bopanna, Yuki Bhambri cruise along
Among other Indians, Rohan Bopanna and 

Yuki Bhambri will be in action in their 
respective third-round matches. Bopanna 
and Adam Pavlasek from Czechia will face 
the United Kingdom’s Henry Patten and 
Finland’s Harri Heliovaara.Bopanna and 
Pavlasek will go into the third round on the 
back of a 6-7 (2-7), 7-6 (7-5), 6-2 win over 
France’s Fabien Reboul and Sadio Doumbia 
in two hours and 10 minutes.Bhambri and 
America’s Robert Galloway, on the other 
hand, defeated seventh seeds Nikola Mektic 
and Michael Venus 6-7 (4), 7-6 (7), 6-3 in 
two hours and 32 minutes.They will next 
lock hornswith America’s Christian Harrison 
and Evan King. Harrison and King had a 
dominating second round where they got the 
better of Manuel Guinard and Romain 
Arneodo, winning the match 6-4, 6-0.

showing Afridi being accorded a warm "At the time of our event, the diplomatic 
welcome during the event went viral on tensions had already eased. Due to the 
social media. The former Pakistan captain unavailability of an alternative venue on 
maintained a strong anti-India stance during short notice, we proceeded with the 
the recent military and diplomatic tensions programme as scheduled at PAD 
between the two countries and even mocked Dubai," they said.Amid the growing 
India post the Pahalgham terror attack. outrage, CUBAA office-bearers took to 

Instagram and tendered an apology, In the video, the crowd is seen cheering Afridi 
saying it was not intentional.Without and chanting his nickname “boom boom”. 
naming Afridi, they said they had The warm hospitality being extended to KOCHI. Faced with widespread outrage over 
booked Pakistan Association Dubai Afridi didn’t go down well with a large it “warmly welcoming” controversial ex-
(PAD) as a venue of the second season of section of social media users who then Pakistani cricketer Shahid Afridi in a recent 
an inter-collegiate dance competition stormed the accounts of CUBAA office-event in Dubai, a Kerala expatriate group, 
much before the tension between India bearers and attacked them for “shamelessly” which claims to be an alumni association of 
and Pakistan, and that the same venue hosting the cricketer who had used every Cochin University of Science and 
was used for the first season of the event opportunity to demean India.Technology (Cusat), has tendered an apology 
last year due to its affordability.Afridi, they said they had booked Pakistan When a social media user described the act as while clarifying that the gesture was 

Association Dubai (PAD) as a venue of the Cusat disowns association"shameful", another netizen said "they are “unintentional”.The Cochin University 
second season of an inter-collegiate dance fetting someone who has been trash-talking CUSAT on Saturday distanced itself from the Btech Alumni Association (CUBAA UAE) 
competition much before the tension our country."As the incident triggered a alumni event held last week, stating it had no conducted the alumni event at Pakistan 
between India and Pakistan.widespread row, the CUBAA office-bearers, connection with CUBAA UAE. “The Association Dubai (PAD) on May 25. 

The same venue was used for the first season of on Friday came out with an Instagram post university wants to state that it has no Former Pakistan cricketers Shahid Afridi and 
the event last year also due to its expressing apology over the incident and affiliation, association or link with CUBAA Umar Gul attended the programme.
affordability, the statement said.said it was not intentional.Without naming UAE,” it said in a statement.A big controversy erupted after a video 

NEW DELHI.  

off-stump, he's just thinking, well, you 
know, they may have had a word with him. 
They said, look, if you don't score well in the 
first couple of Test matches, don't expect to 
play all the five. So, he's probably thinking, 
well, I'll just call it a day and give the 
youngsters a go,” Panesar told Hindustan 
Times.Furthermore, Panesar said that India 
have a great chance to win if their middle 
order, particularly Karun Nair and Shubman 
Gill, perform well.

“It would depend on how Karun Nair 
performs, he scored a double-hundred 
against the England Lions. He and Shubman 
Gill, that middle-order, how they bat. I think 
the batters who've played county cricket, if 
they are able to then transform that same Former England spinner 
form at the international level, then I think Monty Panesar feels star India batter Virat 
India have got a chance to win,” he added.Kohli bailed out of the upcoming England 

The upcoming series will also be the first tour. India are set to take on England in a 
five-match Test series beginning from June assignment of Shubman Gill as the captain 
20, which will also mark the start of World of the Indian Test team, who has been 
Test Championship Cycle 2025-27.Ahead handed over the responsibility following 

batting stalwart to play in England. calling time on his Test career.“I think he of the all-important tour, Kohli announced Rohit Sharma’s retirement. The 25-year-old 
The former off-spinner claimed that the was definitely going to play. I think England his retirement from Test cricket, leaving has a herculean task at hand to inspire the 

former India captain may have been given were expecting, everyone was expecting everyone surprised. Recently, Monty 
team full of young stars to help India win a 

Panesar shared his thoughts on Kohli’s an ultimatum by the team management and him to play. I'm surprised he's kind of like series in England for the first time since 
retirement, saying that he expected the hence he decided to bail out of the tour by bailed out. But maybe the fact that outside 2007.

Kerala alumni association apologises for hosting 
Afridi in Dubai following social media backlash

Virat Kohli bailed out of  the challenging 
England tour, claims former spinner

No Mbappe, No Problem: How Luis Enrique's 
PSG conquered Europe without superstars

New Delhi. Simone Inzaghi gracefully 
accepted defeat after Inter Milan slumped to 
an embarrassing defeat to Paris Saint 
Germain in the final of the Champions 
League. On Saturday, May 31, Inzaghi’s men 
lost 0-5 to Luis Enrique’s PSG at Allianz 
Arena.Inzaghi said he barely recognised his 
side as PSG raced to their maiden Champions 
League title, recording their biggest win by 
margin in the history of the competition. 
Inzaghi didn’t hesitate in saying that PSG 
were the deserving winners."I think PSG 
deserved to win," Inzaghi told the reporters in 
a brief press conference.For Inzaghi, it was a 
chance to make amends after his team 
suffered a narrow 0-1 defeat at the hands of 
Manchester City in the Champions League 
2023 final in Istanbul. However, PSG didn’t 
give many chances to get a foothold back into 
the match.

"There is great disappointment and bitterness 
because the boys have had a great run this 
season, and it's hard to end with no titles. As a 
coach, I'm still proud. We're not satisfied with 
tonight's game. We approached it badly... We 

didn't play the final in the best way, but I 
thanked the boys,” Inzaghi said.

‘We fully deserved the defeat’
Inter Milan faltered under pressure as Dsir Dou 

and PSG’s midfield dominated the contest. 
From the outset, Inter seemed content to let 
PSG control possession. However, as the 
match progressed, the French side’s midfield 
asserted itself more aggressively. Inter made 
an early effort to play out from the back and 
briefly gained some rhythm, but PSG’s 
relentless pressing quickly laid bare their 
defensive frailties."We were more tired than 
PSG, who clinched the French title several 
weeks ago while we were fighting for the 
Serie A until the final weekend. We didn't 
play well technically, they got there first... 
We knew they were stronger than us, we 
knew we had to be better, but we fully 
deserved the defeat," Inzaghi added.

PSG deserved to win: Simone 
Inzaghi gracefully accepts loss 

in Champions League final

NEW DELHI.  Mumbai Indians (MI) head 
coach Mahela Jayawardene was full of praise 
for left-arm seamer Ashwani Kumar, 
following his marvellous show in the 
ongoing season of the Indian Premier League 
2025 (IPL 2025). Kumar has scalped nine 
wickets from six innings so far at an average 
of 19.66. He registered figures of 1/28 in 3.3 
overs in the Eliminator fixture against 
Gujarat Titans (GT) and dismissed Shahrukh 
Khan.

Kumar made his debut in the ongoing season 
against Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) and 
picked up 4/24 in three overs, winning the 
Player of the Match award. Amid Ashwani’s 
rapid rise, Mahela Jaywardene extolled the 
23-year-old seamer, mentioning his ability to 
rise to every challenge.

“Ashwani is a great talent. This season, he's 
handled every challenge we've thrown at him 
really well. He hasn’t played much state 
cricket, but the skill was obvious when we 
first saw him. We’ve given him simple plans 
to avoid confusion, and he’s had strong 
support from players like Boom (Bumrah), 
Deepak, and Hardik. Execution under 

pressure is what matters, and he's done that,” 
Jayawardene said in the post-match press 
conference.Furthermore, Jayawardene said 
that it’s just the beginning and there’s a lot 
more to come from Ashwani.

“Even in the GT game when he came on as a 
concussion sub, and in the KKR game, he 
bowled brilliantly. We use him tactically 
based on opposition, and he continues to 
learn. This is just the beginning — there’s 
much more to come from Ashwini, and we’re 
committed to grooming him the right way,” 
he added.Ashwani also scalped 2/28 in 
Match 56 against Gujarat Titans (GT), albeit 
in a losing cause. Meanwhile, Mumbai 
Indians beat GT by 20 runs in the Eliminator 
fixture. After opting to bat first, MI posted a 
massive score of 228/5 in their allotted 20 
overs as Rohit Sharma played a magnificent 
innings of 81 (50).

In reply, GT were restricted to 208/6 in their 20 
overs and got knocked out of the tournament. 
They will next take on Punjab Kings (PBKS) 
in Qualifier 2 on Sunday, June 1.

French Open: India's N 
Sriram Balaji crashes out 
in doubles second round

Rinku Singh to get 
engaged with 

Samajwadi Party MP 
Priya Saroj on June 8

ZIn the video, it can be seen that the 

crowd cheering Afridi and chanting 

his nickname "boom boom" when he 

addressed the gathering.

ZStar India batter Virat Kohli 
bailed out of  the challenging 
England tour, feels former 
England spinner Monty 
Panesar. Kohli announced his 
retirement from Tests ahead of  
the all-important series set to 
begin from June 20.

ZParis Saint-Germain (PSG) 
manager Luice Enrique has tipped 
Ousmane Dembele to win the 
coveted Ballon d'Or for playing a 
key role in their Champions League 
2025 triumph. PSG beat Inter Milan 
5-0 to claim their maiden 
Champions League title.
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