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India's water used to go outside; will
now be utilised for country: PM Modi

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, May 06: Waters from India's

rivers will now be used for the country's
interests, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said on Tuesday evening, speaking on
the government's intention to curb the
flow of water to Pakistan amid escalating
tensions between New Delhi and
Islamabad. “India's water earlier used to
go outside; it will now be used for India's
interests and will be utilised for the coun-
tr y,” PM Modi said without naming
Pakistan in the course of his address at a
conclave organised by ABP network.
“Bharat ka paani, Bharat ke haq mein
bahe ga (India’s water will now flow for
India),” he said. PM Modi’s statement
comes against the backdrop of the gov-
ernment taking steps to cut off water flow
to Pakistan from the Baglihar dam on the
Chenab river and preparations to taper
down runoffs from the Kishanganga project on
the Jhelum.  India has paused the six-decade-old
Indus Waters Treaty with Pakistan, already
strained by long-running disputes, after terror-
ists killed dozens of tourists in Kashmir’s

Pahalgam on April 22. Ever since, government
officials have said earlier, the government had
been exploring ways to use the river waters for

the benefit of Indians. The Indus treaty, mediat-
ed by the World Bank allocates water from six
rivers — the Indus, Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas,
and Sutlej — between India and Pakistan. The
prime minister also said that the government in
the last 10 years has taken several tough deci-

sions that were in the national interest but were
not implemented by previous governments due
to a lack of political will. “To take big decisions,

to achieve our goals, it is important that we
put the countr y's interests at the
top...Unfor tunately, for decades, the
thought process was otherwise, and the
country suffered a lot. There was a time
when, before taking any big decision,
before taking any big step, it used to be
said what will the world think. For various
reasons, such as votebank politics, et
cetera, big reforms and big decisions were
put on hold. No country can progress this
way,” he said. The prime minister said a
country moves forward when decisions
are only based on one parameter - the
nation first. “In the last one decade, India
has followed this policy of nation first and
today we are seeing the results. In the last
10-11 years, the government has taken big

decisions one after the other that had been put
on hold,” he said. Asserting that “democracy can
deliver”, he reiterated in the last one decade, 25
crore people have been pulled out of poverty
and the whole world got the message that
democracy can deliver.

IAF's high-intensity border drill, including 
Rafales and Sukhois

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, May 06: The Indian Air Force

(IAF) will launch a high-intensity aerial
exercise over the desert sector and adjoin-
ing areas along the Western border starting
Wednesday, ANI reported, citing IAF offi-
cials. It will be a two-day mega military exer-
cise. The timing of the aerial drill coincides
with the nationwide civil defence mock exer-
cises to be carried out on May 7. As per IAF
officials, the exercise will feature the full
spectrum of India’s airpower, with frontline
fighter jets including Rafales, Mirage 2000s,
and Sukhoi-30 MKIs along the International
Border in Rajasthan. For this purpose, the
government has issued a Notice to Airmen
(NOTAM) for a large-scale air exercise
along the southern section of the Indo-
Pakistan border. According to defence
sources, the operation aims to assess the
IAF’s combat preparedness, response time, and
coordination under simulated hostile conditions
and will involve both day and night flying opera-
tions. Meanwhile, villagers living along the India-

Pakistan border in Rajasthan's Barmer district
voiced their unwavering support for the Indian

armed forces and are ready to help the Indian
Army in every possible way in case of war. The
Union Home Ministry on Monday asked several
states to conduct mock drills on May 7 to
enhance civil defence effectiveness. The meas-

ures to be undertaken include the operationali-
sation of Air Raid Warning Sirens and the train-

ing of civilians, students, and others on
Civil Defence aspects to protect them-
selves in the event of a hostile attack. The
security exercises come at a time when
the country is on heightened alert follow-
ing the April 22 terror attack in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Pahalgam, which killed 26
civilians and deepened tensions with
Pakistan. Following the Pahalgam attack,
India has taken strong countermeasures
against Pakistan for its support of cross-
border terrorism. India decided to hold
the Indus Waters Treaty of 1960 in
abeyance until Pakistan credibly and
irrevocably abjures its support for cross-
border terrorism and closes the integrat-
ed Attari Check Post. India also imposed
an immediate ban on the direct or indirect

import and transit of all goods originating in or
exported from Pakistan, regardless of their
import status, effectively halting bilateral trade
flows, according to a notification by the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry.

Kharge's big claim on Pahalgam attack
Navdeep Singh Sahni

Ranchi, May 06: Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge on Tuesday
claimed Prime Minister Narendra
Modi cancelled his Jammu and
Kashmir trip last month because he
received an intelligence report three
days before the Pahalgam terror
attack. Addressing a rally in
Jharkhand, Kharge further said the
BJP-led Central government had
admitted that the attack was the
result of an intelligence failure.
Twenty-six people, mostly tourists,
died when terrorists opened fire at a
meadow near Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam on April 22. India has
announced several punitive meas-
ures against Pakistan, including sus-
pending the Indus Waters Treaty,
which governed the flow of the Indus
River and its tributaries. "There is an intel-
ligence failure; the government has
accepted it, and they will resolve it. If they
knew this, why didn't they do anything? I
got information that three days before the
attack, an intelligence report was sent to

PM Modi, and therefore, he cancelled his
programme to visit Kashmir. I also read
this in a newspaper," he was quoted as say-

ing by the news agency ANI. He reiterat-
ed that the Congress stands with the gov-
ernment for any action against Pakistan.
"Congress stands with the government
for any action against Pakistan after the
Pahalgam attack. The country is
supreme," he said. He asked the Centre
why it didn't deploy more security in

Pahalgam if it had the intelligence report,
reported PTI. Also read: Mock drills: Full
list of districts where exercise will be con-

ducted "Shouldn't the Centre be
accountable for loss of lives in the
Pahalgam attack when it accepted
intelligence failure," he asked. HT
reported on May 4 that the intelli-
gence bureau (IB) and other
agencies alerted local security
officers in Jammu and Kashmir
about the possibility of an attack
targeting tourists, but around the
time of the Prime Minister’s
scheduled visit to the union terri-
tory (UT) on April 19, and in
Srinagar. But PM Modi’s visit was
cancelled on account of bad
weather, and when the terrorists
struck, it was in Pahalgam, 90 km

away from Srinagar, and on April 22. Amid
India's crippling diplomatic and economic
measures against Pakistan, Islamabad has
claimed that New Delhi's military strike is
imminent. On Sunday, Rajnath Singh said
that as the defence minister, it is his duty
to give a befitting reply to those who dared
to attack India.

Supreme Court makes judges’ assets public: What CJI Sanjiv Khanna and others own?
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, May 06: The Supreme
Court has made public the asset declara-
tions of its judges by uploading them to its
official website, following a full-court reso-
lution passed on April 1, 2025, to enhance
transparency in the judiciary. The process
of appointments to the high courts and
the Supreme Court has also been made
public by the apex court through its offi-
cial website. Here are details of senior-
most judges who have made their declara-
tions public: CJI Sanjiv Khanna: Chief
Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna has publicly
disclosed his assets and liabilities on the
Supreme Court’s official website, reaf-
firming the judiciary’s commitment to
transparency. Among his immovable prop-
erty holdings is a three-bedroom DDA flat
in South Delhi, which he jointly acquired
with his brother and later converted to
freehold in 2000. In 2013, his brother
relinquished his half-share for considera-
tion. Justice Khanna also owns a four-bed-

room apartment with two parking spaces
in the Commonwealth Games Village,
Delhi, measuring 2,446 square feet of
super area. This property was purchased
in 2019 using the proceeds from the
sale of a house he had inherited
from his late father in 2004.
Additionally, he holds a 56 per cent
share in a four-bedroom apartment
located in Sispal Vihar, Sector 49,
Gurugram, with a super area of
2,016 square feet. The remaining 44
per cent share is owned by his
daughter. Justice Khanna also has a
share in the Dev Raj Khanna Hindu
Undivided Family (HUF), which
partly owns a house and an undivid-
ed share in land situated in
Dalhousie, Himachal Pradesh. This ances-
tral property was originally acquired and
constructed by his grandfather well
before Partition, and is referred to as
HUF property in his father's will. As of
March 31, 2025, Chief Justice Khanna’s
financial investments include approxi-

mately ?55.75 lakh in fixed deposits and
bank accounts. He holds a Public
Provident Fund (PPF) account, opened in
1989, with a balance of around ?1.06 crore,

and a General Provident Fund (GPF) val-
ued at approximately ?1.77 crore. He also
maintains a Life Insurance Corporation
(LIC) money-back policy with an annual
premium of ?29,625, and shares worth
roughly ?14,000. Justice Khanna has been
an income tax assessee since the financial

year 1978–79. His spouse’s financial
details reflect fixed deposits and bank
accounts amounting to ?23.87 lakh, along
with a PPF account holding approximate-

ly ?64.51 lakh. This disclosure is in
line with the Supreme Court’s reso-
lution requiring judges to declare
their assets upon assuming office
and report any significant acquisi-
tions thereafter — a move aimed at
strengthening transparency and fos-
tering public trust in the judiciary.
Justice BR Gavai: Justice Bhushan
Ramakrishna Gavai has disclosed
his immovable property holdings,
which include a residential house in
Amravati, Maharashtra, inherited
from his late father, as well as self-

acquired residential apartments in
Bandra, Mumbai, and Defence Colony,
New Delhi. Additionally, Justice Gavai
owns agricultural land in Amravati and
Kedapur, Katol, Nagpur, Maharashtra,
with further agricultural land in Amravati
inherited from his father. 

CM Nayab Singh Saini reviews
progress of Namo Bharat corridors

Sourabh Sharma
Chandigarh, May 6: Haryana Chief Minister Sh.

Nayab Singh Saini reviewed the progress of eight
Namo Bharat corridor projects in the NCR region
under which three corridors are currently under
implementation in Phase-I. These include Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut (82 km), Delhi-Gurugram-SNB
(105 km) and Delhi-Panipat-Karnal (136 km) routes.
Haryana Environment and Forest Minister Rao Narbir
Singh also attended the meeting. During the meeting,
the Chief Minister emphasized the transformative
potential of the Namo Bharat corridors (RRTS) in eas-
ing traffic congestion, boosting regional connectivity,
and enhancing economic development across urban

and semi-urban areas of Haryana. He instructed offi-
cials to expedite approvals for the Delhi-SNB and
Delhi-Karnal projects to ensure their timely comple-
tion.During the meeting, a detailed presentation was
made by MD, National Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC), Sh. Shalabh Goel on Detailed
Project Reports highlighting the various features of
the two Namo Bharat corridors. The meeting was
informed that the Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS cor-
ridor has achieved significant milestones, with suc-
cessful operations on 55 km section and highly positive
public response. The Chief Minister suggested that
the design of the Namo Bharat corridors should be
future-ready and efficient integration with Metro sys-
tems should be ensured for enhancing the utility of the
system. The Chief Minister reviewed the alignment,
stations and land requirements related to the Delhi-
Gurugram-SNB and Delhi-Panipat-Karnal corridors.
He instructed departments to provide necessary sup-
port to NCRTC to ensure early start of projects. The
Chief Minister also reviewed the alignment of the pro-
posed Gurugram-Faridabad-Noida Namo Bharat corri-
dor and directed officials to provide necessary
approval and support to NCRTC for preparation of the
Detailed Project Report. 

War no solution to any problem
Jammu, May 06: Jammu and Kashmir min-

ister Javed Rana on Tuesday said war was not
a solution to any problem, even as the Union
Territory had been dealing with a proxy war
sponsored by Pakistan for more than three
decades. The senior National Conference
leader, who represents the Mendhar con-
stituency, located along the border, was talk-
ing to reporters at Government Medical
College, Rajouri. He had come to the hospital
to enquire about the condition of 10 people
who suffered serious injuries in an accident
that killed four persons, including a soldier, in
the Mankote area of Mendhar in Poonch dis-
trict early on Tuesday. Officials said 44 others
were injured when the passenger bus skidded
off the road and plunged into a deep gorge.
Responding to a question on the nationwide
civil defence mock drills scheduled for
Wednesday, Rana said there was no doubt the
people in Jammu and Kashmir were going
through a proxy war while also pointing to fre-
quent ceasefire violations by Pakistan. "The
drills are taking place to prepare ourselves and
that is a good thing. Our world-renowned
army is very powerful and fully capable to deal
with any situation," he said. However, he said
the entire country was very concerned about
the situation in the aftermath of the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack in which, 26 people,
mostly tourists, were killed.

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, May 06: Vinay Narwal

was among 26 people who was killed
in the dastardly attack by terrorists on
tourists in Pahalgam in Jammu and

Kashmir on April 22. Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha and
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on
Tuesday met with the family of Navy
officer Lt. Vinay Narwal, who was
killed in the recent terror attack in
Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir.
Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Saini's
wife, Suman Saini had on Sunday paid
respects to the late Navy officer at a
'Shraddhanjali Sabha' organised by
his family members at their residence
in Karnal. Addressing reporters after

the ceremony, she said, "Today is a
deeply sorrowful day. The family lost
their beloved son, and I pray to God to
give them strength. The terror attack
of April 22 is beyond condemnation.

The entire nation mourns this
loss." Earlier, Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
announced a compensation of
?50 lakh and a government job
to the family member of Vinay
Narwal. Narwal, a native of
Karnal, Haryana, was given an
emotional farewell by family
members last month. His
father, Rajesh Narwa, and
maternal uncle performed the
last rites in the presence of hun-

dreds. Narwal's father expressed faith
in the government and said that the
Union government would do justice,
adding that the loss was "unbearable
and irreplaceable.  Vinay Narwal had
recently tied the knot, with his wed-
ding reception held just days earlier
on April 16. Lt Narwal, who was post-
ed in Kochi, had travelled to Jammu
and Kashmir on leave and was in
Pahalgam with his wife when terror-
ists opened fire.

Rahul Gandhi meets family of
Navy officer killed in Pahalgam attack

Nasir Uddin
Kolkata, May 06: West Bengal Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday
provided the widow of slain Indian Army

Havildar Jhantu Ali Sheikh with the job of
a police home guard and assured his fam-
ily of all help in future. Banerjee said that
the state government has taken the
responsibility of educating Sheikh's chil-
dren. Sheikh died in a gun battle between
security forces and terrorists during a
search operation in Jammu & Kashmir's

Udhampur area last month. "Jhantu Ali
Sheikh of Tehatta in Krishnanagar has
given his life for the nation. We are proud
of him, we salute him. Today, his wife

Shahnaz Sheikh is getting a job as a
home guard in Krishnanagar Police
District. We have taken the responsibil-
ity for the education of the children,"
Banerjee said. The state government
has also given the family ?10 lakh, she
said. The Bengal CM said she would
always be there as a member of their
family. Former Haryana chief minister
Bansi Lal’s younger brother Hari
Singh,80, passed away due to cardiac
arrest at his native village Golagarh, in
Bhiwani on Sunday. Singh remained
away from politics. Bansi Lal’s grand-

son Anirudh Choudhry attended the last
rites. Village sarpanch Sandeep Kumar
said that Hari Singh was unwell from the
last few days and he suffered a cardiac
arrest on Sunday. “He was an honest per-
son and will be remembered for his dedi-
cation,” he said. “ When Bansi Lal was
chief minister, Hari Singh criticised his
many policies.

CM Mamata Banerjee gives job to martyr’s
widow, assures full support to family
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arrested. He was on Monday sent to six-Gurgaon. Amid high drama that involved a 
day ED custody by a Gurgaon court.chase across the lobby of Shangri-La 

hotel in central Delhi on Sunday night, The case relates to alleged irregularities by 
former Congress MLA Dharam Singh the Mahira Group, a real estate company 
Chhokar was arrested by Enforcement owned by Chhokar and his sons. ED is 
Directorate, which is investigating him investigating alleged money laundering 
for money laundering.Sources said the by Chhokar through shell companies and 
agency received an input around 8.30pm fake construction bills. The group 
that Chhokar (61) – who has been allegedly collected Rs 363 crore from 
declared a proclaimed offender and faces around 1,500 homebuyers under an 

could get to the car at the portico. seven non-bailable warrants issued by a affordable housing scheme, promising 
Agrawal, according to the sources, Gurgaon court – was at Grappa, Shangri- delivery by 2021-22 but never fulfilling it. 
chased Chhokar down. In the melee that La's bar on the ground floor.Navaneet Mahira has five affordable housing 
followed, the former MLA allegedly tried Agrawal, joint director of ED's Gurgaon projects in sectors 63A, 68, 95, 103 and 
to assault ED officers and hotel staff in his zone, reached the hotel within 30 minutes 104 in Gurgaon but none is complete yet.
bid to escape.Agrawal, however, and located Chhokar at the bar. Soon after, Chhokar's son Sikander was arrested earlier 
managed to pin him down. Eventually, the investigating officer of the case also by ED in the same case. The agency also 
the ED team managed to restrain him and reached the hotel and informed Chhokar seized properties, vehicles, cash, and 
put him in the car. But with Chhokar not about the warrants against him.The jewellery worth crores in July 2023. 
cooperating and making attempts to sources said Chhokar, aided by his Chhokar, who served two terms as MLA 
escape from the car, a local constable had bodyguards, tried to get away when he from Samalkha—first on an HJC ticket in 
to be called to assist in the arrest, the realised he could be taken into custody. 2009 and then as a Congress legislator in 
sources said. Chhokar was taken to the They tried to force their way to the exit, 2019 — contested again in the 2024 
ED office for questioning and later which is down the lobby so that they election but lost.

Teacher shortage to remote location: 48 govt schools in 
Gurgaon & 1.3k in Haryana see shortfall in admissions

Former Congress MLA facing 7 NBWs spotted at Delhi 
luxury hotel, arrested by ED after high drama

Sewer damage causes cave-in on Sohna 
Road, traffic diverted in Gurgaon

Gurgaon.A vigilance investigation 
examining six development projects 
carried out in 2022-23 has revealed that 
12 MCG engineers at various positions 
approved full payments totalling Rs 5 
crore despite incomplete work.

Vigilance officials recently submitted the 
findings to MCG commissioner Ashok 
Kumar Garg seeking action. The 
projects under scrutiny were executed 
in Mohammadpur Jharsa.The first two 
irregularities involved a cremation 
ground construction worth Rs 41.6 lakh, 
which remained incomplete despite 
full payment. Subsequently, a tender 
worth Rs 24.6 lakh was issued to finish 
the remaining work, yet the project 
stayed unfinished while contractors 
received complete payments.

The investigators also found that Rs 1.8 
crore was released to contractor 
Mohammadpur Jharsa to construct a 
road, but the project remains 
unfinished. In another case, Rs 7 lakh 
was awarded for a road widening 
project in which paver blocks had to be 
laid.However, the probe revealed, the 
work wasn't executed properly, and the 
tiles began to dislodge.

The investigation has also uncovered 
flaws in a road project in the same 
village, where cracks started appearing 
within three months of construction. A 
tender worth Rs 22.9 lakh was issued 
for the project. The sixth infringement 
pertained to construction of a ready-
mix concrete (RMC) road and drain 
enhancement initiative, stretching 
from the govt school to Dhanuka 
Company in Mohammadpur Jharsa. 
The work delivered was substandard, 
with the project carrying an estimated 
value of Rs 2 crore."A preliminary 
inquiry found 12 MCG engineers guilty 
of making payments for unfinished or 
s u b s t a n d a r d  w o r k .  We  h a v e  
recommended disciplinary action 
a g a i n s t  t h e m .  H o w e v e r,  t h e  
commissioner will take a call on 
whether the officers should be 
chargesheeted under rule 7 (major 
penalty) of the Haryana Civil Services 
(punishment and appeal) rules, 2016, or 
rule 8 (minor penalty)," said a senior 
MCG official.

News box

Gurgaon.  Enforcement Directorate (ED) has 
provisionally attached immovable assets worth Rs 2,348 
crore in connection with a real estate case under the 
provisions of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA), 2002. The assets — attached over a period of 
time since Feb 2024 — have been identified as "direct 
proceeds of crime".The case involves WTC Faridabad 
Infrastructure Pvt Ltd and other entities of the WTC 
group, led by Ashish Bhalla. Bhalla had been arrested on 
March 6 to prevent "obstruction of justice and tampering 
with evidence". According to ED, Bhalla and his group 
companies collected more than Rs 2,700 crore from over 
12,000 investors.ED said investors were "lured" with 
promises of assured returns on plots and commercial 
spaces under the WTC brand. However, a large chunk of 
the money was siphoned off and diverted for other 
purposes, including overseas transfers to entities based in 
Singapore. ED launched its probe based on over 30 FIRs 
registered by the Faridabad police, Delhi Economic 
Offences Wing and other law enforcement agencies.

2013-batch IAS officer 
Pradeep Dahiya is new MCG 
chief
Gurgaon. Haryana govt on Monday appointed Pradeep 

Dahiya the new MCG commissioner, while relieving 
Ashok Kumar Garg of his duties.Dhirendra Khadgata 
has been appointed the MCF commissioner. A total of six 
IAS officers were transferred in the late night reshuffle 
order.Dahiya, a 2013-batch IAS officer, previously 
served as Jhajjar deputy commissioner and worked as 
additional deputy commissioner of the city, CEO of the 
district rural development agency and secretary of the 
regional transport authority in 2018. Haryana govt has 
also elevated the post of the MCG commissioner to 
senior scale of IAS under Rule-12 (1) of IAS (Pay) Rules, 
2016.Garg's transfer came at a time when the MCG was 
under severe criticism for various civic problems faced 
by the city. On Friday, industries and commerce minister 
Rao Narbir Singh conducted inspections of flood-prone 
areas, following severe waterlogging incidents, and 
directed MCG and GMDA officials to designate specific 
officers for each location to facilitate prompt govt action 
when required.The corporation drew criticism for 
appointing Tilak Raj Malhotra, the city mayor's spouse, 
adviser to mayor Raj Rani Malhotra. Subsequently, Garg 
revoked these appointment orders.

Gurgaon. Govt schools across the city are often catering to hundreds of students. at last year, our enrollment growth was 
grappling with alarmingly low enrollment District president of Rajkiya Prathmik 10.8% — the highest in all of Haryana. 
numbers for the 2025–26 academic Shikshak Sangh Haryana Ashok Prajapati Compared to that, we have around 2,300 
session. Forty-eight schools in the city and said, "These teachers are also tasked with fewer students enrolled as of April this 
over 1,300 across Haryana have reported non-teaching duties such as admissions, year. However, we expect enrollment 
admissions well below expectations. The mid-day meals, daily online work and numbers to rise significantly by 
govt school in Rajupur (Gopalpur) has administrative work, leaving little time for July."Seasonal migrationIn industrial and 
seen fewer than 25 students enrolled for classroom instruction."A number of govt agricultural zones like Pukharpur and 
over a decade due to its isolated location schools are located in remote or sparsely Gopalpur, seasonal migration also affects 
and limited population.Despite a state- populated areas, such as small settlements enrollment. Families working in 
wide campaign launched to tackle the known as Dhani. warehouses or on farms often return to 
issue, challenges such as teacher their villages during peak farming periods, With some villages having only 30 to 50 
shortages, seasonal migration and the withdrawing their children from school. homes, the number of school-going 
remote locations of many schools Though many students return post-children is inherently low. In such areas, 
continue to obstruct progress.A recent harvest, these interruptions disrupt better-off families often send their 
survey conducted by the education learning and skew enrollment data.State children to private institutions, leaving 
department paints a bleak picture. Several Council of Educational Research and govt schools underutilized.An official 
schools reported only one or two new Training has rolled out the ‘Aao School from Gurgaon education department told 
admissions since April, raising concerns Chalein 3.0 '  campaign, running TOI, "Children usually don't take 
about their long-term viability. One of the throughout May, in association with the admission immediately after exams. They 
major contributors to the crisis is a lack of education department. It aims to increase tend to visit their villages and return 
teaching staff. Many govt schools are enrollment by at least 10% in the worst-gradually. As a result, the actual student 
operating with just two or three teachers, affected schools.strength increases only by July. If we look 

section of the road with barriers to Gurgaon. A portion of Sohna Road near 
prevent accidents.Thirty years ago, when Shishpal Vihar Society caved in on 
the sewer line was installed, brick walls Monday. The collapse, following damage 
were used in manholes instead of in an underground sewer pipeline and its 
cemented walls and the brick wall in this manhole structure wall, created a circular 
manhole is now damaged. A plan has pit about 40 square feet in area and 12 feet 
been prepared to repair it using the CIPP deep.The cave-in, which appeared to be 
method.Last year, this sewer line sank caused by soil erosion around the 
twice in front of Raheja Mall on damaged sewer infrastructure, caused 
Gurgaon-Sohna Expressway. The line is traffic disruption and safety concerns for 
a b o u t  1 8  f e e t  d e e p  a t  t h i s  commuters. The section of the road was 
location.Investigations revealed that the barricaded, closing one lane of the 
old sewer line is deteriorating at several affected road segment to prevent any 
points. It was decided to repair the line accidents.The main sewer line of GMDA 
using the CIPP method, which involves runs along the Gurgaon-Sohna road.

The sewer line was installed 30 years ago by applying a chemical layer about two 
Haryana Urban Development Authority inches thick inside the sewer line, 
(now HSVP). While the sewer line will be extending its lifespan by approximately five days of starting the work, the line to the treatment plant in Baharampur 
repaired using the CIPP (Cured-in-Place 50 years.GMDA issued a tender in March manhole and the damaged section of the village.Two days ago, the manhole wall 
Pipe) method within eight months, a under the CIPP method and two road will be repaired," the GMDA official was damaged, leading to soil erosion 
GMDA official said "starting Tuesday, companies applied. The tender, worth said.This sewer line, with a capacity of beneath the road and causing the road 
the repair work on the manhole will about Rs 20 crore, will be presented for about 1800mm, carries sewage from near Shishpal Vihar to collapse. Traffic 
commence".The water in this sewer line approval at a high-level procurement sectors 47 to 51. The sewage travels police arrived at the scene upon receiving 
will be diverted to another line, allowing committee meeting chaired by chief approximately five kilometres along this the information and closed the damaged 
the repair work to start."Within four to minister Nayab Singh Saini.

Man (72) out on morning walk 
run over by car in Gurgaon, 
driver yet to be traced

Payments done, work 
incomplete: 12 MCG 

engineers under scanner

Gurgaon. A 72-year-old man was killed after being hit 
by a car while he was on his morning walk in Sector 
23, Palam Vihar, on Saturday. The driver of the vehicle 
fled the scene after the collision, leaving the man 
critically injured.Vinod Kumar Bali was a 
businessman who used to run a transport business. 
According to police and family members, Bali left his 
home around 10am for his walk. When he didn't return 
home after an hour, his son, Rajat Bali, went to look 
for him."The police called me and said a speeding 
Hyundai i10 had hit my father, and the driver had fled. 
When I reached the hospital the police took him to, I 
was told he had been brought in dead," said Rajat.

Rajat's father-in-law, Ramesh Bhatia, received an 
anonymous call around 11am, informing him about 
the accident. Initially dismissing it as a prank, Bhatia 
hung up."We thought it was a fake call. It was only 
when the police contacted us that we realised it was 
true," he said.According to family members, Bali 
regularly went for morning walks and usually returned 
home within an hour. "He was fit and very disciplined 
about his daily routine," said Bhatia.

Police have registered a case under sections 106 
(causing death by negligence) and 281 (rash driving) 
of BNS. Officials said efforts are underway to trace the 
vehicle and the driver using CCTV footage from the 
area."We are scanning CCTV cameras from nearby 
lanes and intersections to identify the suspect 
vehicle," said a police officer.

Lift-less in Ghaziabad: For 3 days, 3,000 
families live the perfect highrise horror

operational in some towers. But only checked in at a hotel instead.Vaishali Ghaziabad. Highrise living is both 
temporarily. A relative of Piyush Tripathi Rawat (46) had to similarly trudge down convenient and aspirational, and away 
— who lives in a 19th-floor apartment — from her 11th-floor apartment to walk from the noise and dust of the street, can 
took one functional lift downstairs in the her Beagle and fetch groceries. An also bring a sense of escape. But anyone 
morning. She could not miss her elderly resident whose wife had a bad who has lived in a tower has also likely 
chemotherapy date. When she returned, migraine needed to take the stairs to get confronted, and shaken off, a scary 
she had to wait at Tripathi's friend's upper her a pill.thought — what if I'm living on the 20th 
ground floor apartment in another tower floor and the lift stops working?Since last "There are 3,000 flats in the society. Every 
the whole day. Her five-year-old Friday's downpour, 3,000 families at a second flat has a problem, and not 
daughter, who had gone to school when condominium in Siddharth Vihar have everyone is able to walk down 28 floors. 
the lift was functional, climbed 19 floors been living through this. As a surge of Garbage is not getting picked up. The week, but what if the baby came early? 
on her return. "The child had to walk all water and sewage flooded the basement, basement still has a lot of water. There are Biswas, meanwhile, rescheduled the 
the way up. That was painful for all of us," lifts at all 24 towers of Prateek Grand City about 50 cars stuck in the basement. blood tests Priyanka was to take and 
Tripathi told TOI late on Monday — which has around 28 floors in each Bottled water was provided by the builder hopes the lifts will work by then.
evening, when one lift had started tower — stopped working. Till Sunday only after the intervention of additional "No lift was working in our tower till 
working again.It's been promised that night, most of the lifts didn't work and DM Gambhir Singh. But carrying those Sunday night and the water situation was 
things will improve Tuesday onwards. ones  tha t  d id  on ly  func t ioned  heavy bottles up without a lift was another very bad. But the lifts kept shutting down 
But back pains from climbing stairs, intermittently, leaving residents with no problem," Tripathi said.N K Negi, because there's water still in the 
missed medical appointments, forced option but to take the stairs.These were another resident, told TOI, "The situation basement," he said. "We were very scared 
absence from office and schools, and the young and the fit, at least relatively so. here on Monday was better than Friday over the weekend. We thought of 
above everything else, the scarring 72 Imagine the plight of others — the elderly, but it will take several days for normalcy alternative options in case of an 
hours, made this the perfect highrise ill and pregnant — with medicines to buy, to return. Garbage has not been collected emergency, and I called my friends and 
tragedy, residents told TOI."There are doctors to consult, and tests to undergo. from houses and there is water scarcity, neighbours, who offered to help in case 
about eight towers where lifts are still not And that of children with schools to go to. which is precipitating a health hazard my wife needed to be hospitalised," said 
working. Wherever one lift has been Across towers and floors, from residents because of sanitation problems. There is a Biswas.Sumita Dey, who lives on the 
made operational, even those are who had never imagined this could foul smell coming from the basement, 23rd floor, returned from Indore on 
developing snags and shutting down," happen, came accounts of what many which has massive silt deposits."Friday, before the basements flooded. But 
said Tripathi, who lives in C 16.Joy called an unending nightmare of being The Ghaziabad administration has since the house had no provisions, she 
Biswas (36) and his wife Priyanka (33), stranded in their flats, marooned in deployed an ambulance near the society had to order online and then walk all the 
who live on the 19th floor in P9, spent a modern towers that promised, like all for medical emergencies. At the time of way down and up with the groceries. 
nervous weekend holed up in their flat. others, to be the epitome of the good life. writing this report, the basement was still Since then, the 51-year-old has been 

Monday morning brought a hint of a Priyanka is in the ninth month of her being drained. Chlorination was to having acute back spasms. Dey's relatives 
breather with some more lifts becoming pregnancy. The delivery is scheduled this follow.who were to visit her over the weekend 

ED attaches assets worth Rs 
2,348cr in PMLA case

Ghaziabad. The district consumer disputes redressal 
commission (DCDRC) fined a Mumbai-based beauty 
and healthcare firm Rs 5,000 for denying services to a 
customer. It also asked the firm to return the entire 
amount taken from the customer, along with 6% interest, 
within 45 days.The commission, comprising chair 
Praveen Kumar Jain and member Shailja Sachan, was 
hearing a petition by Ghaziabad resident Birendra Kumar 
Singh, who sought action against Richfeel Health and 
Beauty Private Limited, Mumbai, and its franchisee, 
Blue Tera Spa, Ghaziabad, represented by Vishal Tyagi 
and Ankita Rastogi, for denying him treatment for which 
he had made an advance payment of Rs 21,475 in July 
2020. He had filed a complaint on Jan 17, 2024.

The commission passed an ex-parte order dated May 2, 
2025, in the absence of a response from the respondent. It 
observed that since the payment was received by the 
Mumbai-based firm, against which it issued a receipt, the 
onus of providing service rested on them. Accordingly, 
the franchisee, Blue Tera Spa, had no role to play. tnn

Ghaziabad: The district consumer disputes redressal 
commission (DCDRC) fined a Mumbai-based beauty 
and healthcare firm Rs 5,000 for denying services to a 
customer. It also asked the firm to return the entire 
amount taken from the customer, along with 6% interest, 
within 45 days.The commission, comprising chair 
Praveen Kumar Jain and member Shailja Sachan, was 
hearing a petition by Ghaziabad resident Birendra Kumar 
Singh, who sought action against Richfeel Health and 
Beauty Private Limited, Mumbai, and its franchisee, 
Blue Tera Spa, Ghaziabad, represented by Vishal Tyagi 
and Ankita Rastogi, for denying him treatment for which 
he had made an advance payment of Rs 21,475 in July 
2020. He had filed a complaint on Jan 17, 2024.

Consumer forum fines 
Mumbai firm Rs 5,000 for 
denying service

New Delhi, Wednesday, 7 May 2025

NOIDA. Kashmiri stu-
dents in NCR are worried
about the economic fallout
of the Pahalgam terror
attack and the exodus of
tourists from the Valley,
which could have a long-
term effect on their fami-
lies' livelihoods back home
and consequently, their
studies.Stability in the
Kashmir valley over the
past few years has been
bringing in waves of
tourists, helping drive up
incomes of locals and
boosting the economy,
which is largely around the
travel industry. Mehreen, a
fourth year BTech student
at Sharda University in
Noida, said on Thursday
that 90% of her family's
income depends on
tourism in Kashmir. "In the
past two days, almost 70%
of car bookings were can-
celled. My father and
brother-in-law have been
running a transportation
business in Kashmir for
the past 15 years. No mat-
ter how adverse the situa-
tion was earlier, be it the
2019 Pulwama attack or
the 2016 unrest, the situa-

tion has not been this criti-
cal that tourists have can-
celled trips," Mehreen
said.The 22-year-old said
her family could fund her
studies in NCR because of
stable income from the
business over the past few
years."My brother is in
school, and he also aspires
to pursue higher education
outside Kashmir. My sis-
ter's wedding was fixed
and was to happen in a few
months. With such finan-
cial loss, it will be difficult
for my family to sustain all
these expenses," she
said.Shoqeen, a second-
year BTech student at the
university, said his family,
too, is reeling from the loss
of customers. "We have a
hotel in Pahalgam, and in
one day, all 120 rooms got
vacant. Some even can-

celled bookings. The situa-
tion is adverse. Kashmir
has always been known for
its generosity and hospital-
ity to tourists. Such inci-
dents will hamper our
livelihoods. Moreover, we
condemn such acts," the
second-year student said. A
picturesque meadow sur-
rounded by snow-capped
Himalayas and pine trees
in Pahalgam was the site of
Tuesday's gruesome
attack by gunmen who
opened fire on visitors,
most of them tourists,
killing at least 26.The ter-
ror attack, carried out at
the start of the annual
tourist season, emptied out
hotels as visitors rushed to
leave the Valley.Shoqeen
said companies providing
transport services and

hotels have announced
free pick-up and drops
apart from concessions to
bring back tourists. Others
said they were afraid of any
backlash and were not
moving out of the college
campus freely."There have
been several instances in
Chandigarh and
Uttarakhand and other
states, where Kashmiri
Muslim students were
asked to leave campus or
they were cornered. The

situation is scary. We have
not gone out of the campus
for the past 2 days," a 21-
year-old student said.

Kashmiri students in NCR fear economic
collapse after Pahalgam terror attack

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public
that Smt. Manju is the owner of Land
area measuring 15 Marla 04 Sarsai
out of Khewat/Khata No. 253/261,
Khasra No. 290 (0-18) Situated at
Waka Nurgad Tehsil- Pataudi Distt-
Gurugram Haryana through Transfer
Deed in Blood relation Dated
03.02.2021 as doc. No. 1390 execut-
ed by Sh. Kushal Pal in favour of Smt.
Manju in respect od said property. 
The above-said owner has mis-
placed the Original Transfer Deed in
Blood relation dated 04.06.2020 as
Doc No. 138 executed by Sh.
Dharam Chand in favour of Sh.
Kushal Pal in respect the Land area
measuring 03 Marla 8 Sarsai Out of
Khewat/Khata No. 224/1, 233/1,
Khasra No. 290 (0-18) Out of 18
Marla. Application No.-
132270812101398, registered at P.S.
Pataudi, Gurgaon, Delhi on
15.12.2021. Anyone who finds the
above-mentioned documents, Kindly
handover the same to the Manager
of Tata Capital Ltd., F12 1st Floor|
Dasmesh Niwas| Preet Vihar Vikas
Marg| New Delhi| 110092.
Smt. Manju is in the process of mort-
gaging the said property with Tata
Capital Ltd. Any objections or con-
cerns regarding this transaction
should be raised within a period of 07
days from the date of this public
notice. Any objections submitted after
the completion of this 07-day period
will not be considered binding with
respect to the said property or the
interests of our client.
If anyone wishes to raise an objec-
tion, please do so within the stipulat-
ed 07-days period by contacting 

Law Veritas: North (Advocates &
Legal Consultants) at Office No.

11, 1st Floor, Building No. A-44/A,
Sector-16, Noida, 

Uttar Pradesh-201301; 
Landline(s): +910120-3101683, 

E-mail: accounts@lvnorth.in

(BEDAKHAL)
That I, KAUSAR W/O RAISUDDIN
declare as under that I disowned my
Son MOHD JAVED from my all mov-
a b l e / i m m o v a b l e / P a t r i c k
properties/assets for his wrong behav-
ior.  I shall not be held responsible for
any kind of acts done by him in money
or transactions and police case and
criminal activity  illegal/legal and prop-
erty purposes in the future. That he
debarred from entering my premises
situated at 1240 RAKAB GANJ GANJ
MIR KHAN DELHI-110006

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I  Nikhil
Giri S/O Akshay Lal,R/O WZ-120 ?.
NARAINA VILLAGE, PO:, DIST:South
West Delhi, Delhi-110028,declare that
name of my father and my mother has
been wrongly written as Akshay and
Sangeetadevi in my 10thclasseduca-
tionaldocument.The actual name of my
father and my mother are  AKSHAY
LAL AND SANGEETA.which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Mahesh Kumar Gola S/o Ashok Kumar
Gola R/o House Number 4213, Gali
Shahtara Gali Faizul Husain, Ajmeri
Gate, PO: Delhi G.P.O., DIST: North
Delhi, Delhi-110006 declare that name
of my minor son has been wrongly writ-
ten as Darsh Kumar Gola in my minor
son Darsh Kumar aged 13 years in his
School Records. The actual name of
my minor son is Darsh Kumar.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Vandana Verma, daughter of Late
Satyapal Babbar and wife of Late
Manish, resident of 12/1878, Gali
Ahiran, Malka Ganj, Delhi – 110007,
hereby declare that: My mother was
known during her lifetime by the names
Late Santosh Kumari and Santosh
Babbar, and she has since passed
away. Similarly, my father was known
during his lifetime by the names Late
Satyapal Babbar, Satpal Babbar, and
Satyapal, and he has also passed
away. All the above-mentioned names
refer to the same individuals—my late
mother and late father.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, hitherto known as Nirmal W/o Lalit
Jain R/o H.No.390, Street No.7, Durga
Puri Extension, VTC Shahdara, PO
Mandoli Saboli District North East
Delhi, Delhi-110093 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
Nirmala Jain.It is certified that I have
complied with other legal requirements
in this connection

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I Pinki
D/O: Deepak Kumar, R/O A-1/24
Sharma colony ,budh vihar, phase-2,
Sultanpuri C Block, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110086,declare that name of my
mother has been wrongly written as
Vimla Devi in my 10th class education-
al document .The actual name of my
mother is Gudia. which may be amend-
ed accordingly .

PUBLIC NOTICE
I hitherto known as Shatrupa Soni alias
Shatrupa Udayraj Soni D/O Udayraj
Bhishendas Soni R/O Permanent
Address-Shri Prayagdham, Uruli
Kanchan, PO: Urulikanchan, DIST:
Pune, Maharashtra - 412202, Present
address-Hno -241,Pocket -2,Sector-23
Rohini Delhi110085,have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
SHATRUPA UDAYRAJ SONI.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all public that my clients
Ram Naresh and his wife Smt. Rekha
Both R/o H.No.497, Jalam Mohalla,
Tuglakabad Village, Jaitpur, New Delhi-
110044 have severed all relations with
their son namely Aakash (aged About
22 Years) from all their immovable and
movable properties due to his disobedi-
ence and bad behaviour. My client and
his family members (i.e. Garuav-
Brother, Julie-Sister in law and other
family members) shall not be responsi-
ble for his any acts and deeds in any
manner whatsoever.

Gaurav Sharma Advocate

NAME CHANGE
I, PRIYANKA RAWAT W/O RAJNISH
SINGH residing at H NO-370, G F
ASHOKA ENCLAVE, SECTOR-35,
PART-3, FARIDABAD, HARYANA-
121003. have change my name to
PRIYANKA for all future purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, NILAM DEVI Wife of JC-472569L
Rank-SUB Name-BHANU PRATAP
SINGH residing at VPO-KALU-
ATILPUR, TEHSIL-ALIGANJ, DIST-
ETAH, UTTAR PRADESH-207250,
have changed my name from NILAM
DEVI to NEELAM DEVI for all future
purposes and in my husband’s service
record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 07/07/1981 instead of my
correct date of birth as 06/01/1982 vide
Affidavit dated 06/05/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Sonu Singh S/o
Goverdhan Singh R/o S-114/68,
Bhanwar Singh camp, Vasant Vihar,
South West Delhi, Delhi-110057 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Yash Raj Singh.

NAME CHANGE
I Afsar Ali S/o Nisar Ahmed R/o A 92
93, S. P. Mukharjee Market, Faiz
Road, Karol Bagh S.O, Central Delhi,
Delhi-110005 have changed the name
of my minor daughter Ashna aged 14
years and she shall hereafter be
known as Ashna Ali.

NAME CHANGE
I SHEERIN holder of Indian Passport
No B6235684 issued at ABU DHABI
issue on date of 10/05/2024, perma-
nent resident of V P O MOMINPURA
SUNEL, JHALAWAR PIN: 326513,
RAJASTHAN, INDIA and presently
residing at VILLANO 119A, ZONE-18,
MBZ CITYABU DHABI UAE, do here-
by change my name from SHEERIN to
SHEERIN SHABBIR KOTAWALAwith
immediate effect.

NAME CHANGE
I, Kaushal Arora S/O Ashok Arora R/O
A-7/208-209, Sector-17 Rohini, Rohini
Sector-15,Delhi-110089, have
changed the name of my Minor Son
Paavan Arora alias Sohaan Arora
aged 15 Years and he shall hereafter
be known as Paavan Arora.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
CHARANJEET SINGH LAMBA S/O
JAGDISH SINGH LAMBA R/O B-11,
TARA APARTMENT ALAKNANDA,
SOUTH DELHI, DELHI-110019,
declare that name of mine and my
father has been wrongly written as
CHARAN JEET LAMBA and J S
LAMBA in my Voter Card No-
DL/02/007/150125, and as CHA-
RANJEET SINGH and J S LAMBA in
my Ration Card NO- 250436. The
actual name of mine and my father
are CHARANJEET SINGH LAMBA
and JAGDISH SINGH LAMBA
respectively which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
SAMPITA PAL D/O GADADHAR PAL
R/O HOUSE NO-4598-B, STREET
NO-3, AJIT NAGAR, GANDHI
NAGAR, EAST DELHI, DELHI-
110031, declare that name of my
mother and father has been wrongly
written as BEAUTY and GADADHAR
in my 10th class educational docu-
ments. The actual name of my moth-
er and father are BEAUTY PAL and
GADADHAR PAL respectively which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Phool Kumari
alias Phool Kunwar D/o Laxman
Dass W/o Radhey Lal Chauhan R/o
House No-403, Gali Mata Wali, Near
Azad Market, Teliwara, Delhi G.P.O.,
PO:Delhi G.P.O., DIST North Delhi,
Delhi-110006 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Phool Kunwar.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Vishal S/o
Krishan Lal R/o D-184, Rishi Nagar
Rani Bagh, Shakur Basti, North West
Delhi, Delhi-110034 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Vishal Rajput.

NAME CHANGE
I, KEHENA MONDAL Mother of No.
17040014F Rank-CFN Name-TARIF
AHAMED MONDAL residing at VILL-
JANAKI NAGAR, POST-PLASSEY
SUGARMILL, TESHIL-KRISHNA-
GAR, WEST BENGAL-741157, have
changed my name from KEHENA
MONDALto REHENAMONDALfor all
future purposes and in my son’s serv-
ice record my date of birth wrongly
mentioned as 01/04/1974 instead of
my correct date of birth as 02/05/1974
vide Affidavit dated 06/05/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SIDDARTH GOUR S/o SURESH
CHANDRA SHARMA, R/o 630,
UPPER GROUND FLOOR, STREET
NO-7, GURU RAM DAS NAGAR,
NEAR BY SHIV DAIRY, LAXMI
NAGAR, DELHI-110092, have
changed the name of my minor son
TARUSH GOUR aged 14 years and
he shall hereafter be known as
TAARUSH GAUR.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
ASHUTOSH SHARMA S/O
AMBIKESH KUMAR R/O B-4/3064,
Vasant  Kunj, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110070 declare that name of my father
has been wrongly written as
AMBIKESH SHARMA in my 10th and
12th class educational documents, Pan
Card No. CLZPS7726M, Passport No.
Y4367607 and as AMBIKESH
KUMAR SHARMA in my birth certifi-
cate No. 3820. The actual name of my
father is AMBIKESH KUMAR which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as VIJAY SINGH S/O
MAHENDRA SINGH R/O H.NO-C-
2/221, STREET NO-3, 2nd PUSTA,
SONIA VIHAR, SABA PUR DELHI,
NORTH EAST DELHI-110094 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as CHANDRAPAL SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ashima Verma W/o Smarth Kakkar
R/o 1003 10th Floor, Tower-C6 Cleo
County, Sector-121 Noida, Gautam
Buddh Nagar Uttar Pradesh 201301
have changed my name to Ashima
Mehta for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, MANPREET SINGH DHANJAL S/O
AVNINDER SINGH DHANJAL R/O
184,3RD FLOOR,BLOCK AG,SHALI-
MAR BAGH NEW DELHI-110088,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
MANPREET SINGH FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-472569L Rank-SUB Name-
BHANU PRATAP SINGH residing at
VPO-KALUATILPUR, TEHSIL-ALI-
GANJ, DIST-ETAH, UTTAR
PRADESH-207250, have changed my
minor daughter’s name from KUMARI
NAINSI to NAINSI for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 06/05/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANITA DEVI W/O RAMESHWAR
RAO R/O H.NO-16/1, HARI NAGAR,
GURUGRAM, HARYANA-122001,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
ANITAFOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Mr. Rajesh Kumar
Sonkar &  Mrs. Rozy Sonkar are pur-
chasing the Third Floor, with Roof
Terrace Rights build on property No.
A-99 & A-100, (Part of MCD No. 762),
Situated at Sukhdev Nagar. Kotla
Mubarakpur, New Delhi from Mr. Noel
McPereira, Mr. Alan H. Pereira & Mr.
Dennis P. Pereira who are owner of
the property vide Relinquishment
Deed dated 06.02.2017 registered as
Doc No. 618. That Mr. Rajesh Kumar
Sonkar &  Mrs. Rozy Sonkar are tak-
ing the financial assistance from
Piramal Capital & Housing Finance
Limited  If any person(s) /Institution
has/have any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the right, title or inter-
est in the said property may please
contact us within 07 days from the
date of this notice on the address
mentioned herein below, failing which
my client(s) shall not be held respon-
sible in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan 
A-38 Kailash Colony, 

New Delhi-110048, 
Ph. No: 011-49774545

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-332266Y Rank-SUBEDAR
MAJOR Name-RAKESH KUMAR
SHARMA R/o VILL-GANGAURA, PO-
FATEHABAD, TEHSIL-FATEHABAD,
DIST-AGRA, UTTAR PRADESH-
283111, have changed my mother’s
name from OIMWATTI DEVI to
OMVATI for all future purposes and in
my service records my mother’s date of
birth wrongly mentioned as 01/01/1949
instead of her correct date of birth as
01/01/1952 vide Affidavit dated
06/05/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SADHANA SHARMA spouse of
No.GO-005031K Rank-AEE (E&M) ,
Name- JAI NARAYAN KAUSHIK
UNIT- HQ DGBR SEEMA SADAK
BHAWAN, RING ROAD DELHI
CANTT, NEW DELHI-110010, R/o 57,
SECTOR-3, RADHA CITY, GOVERD-
HAN ROAD SADOLA, SATOHA
ASGARPUR, MATHURA, UTTAR
PRADESH-281004 have changed my
name from SADHANA SHARMA to
SADHANA KAUSHIK for all future pur-
poses. Vide affidavit dated 06.05.2025
before Sub Divisional Magistrate Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHAHLA W/O TANZEEL AHMED
residing at A-9/71-C DDA FLAT
INDER LOK DELHI 110035 have
changed my name to SHAHLA
ANSARI for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, M ASAD ANSARI S/O ATAUR
REHMAN residing at  313/103-C
AND 313/103-D FIRST FLOOR
PLOT NO-17 GALI NO-17 TULSI
NAGAR INDER LOK DELHI 110035
have changed my name to MOHD
ASAD ANSARI for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, TANZEEL AHMAD S/OJAMEEL
AHMED  residing at A-9/71-C DDA
FLAT INDER LOK DELHI 110035
have changed my name to TANZEEL
AHMED for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
PARUL D/o NAND RAM, R/o T 12B,
Railway Colony, Sarai Rohilla, Karol
Bagh, Central Delhi, Delhi – 110005
declare that name of my father has
been wrongly written as PRAKASH
CHAND in my 10th and 12th Class
Educational Documents . The actual
name of my Father is NAND RAM,
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, SURAJ S/o RADHEY SHYAM resid-
ing at Khasra No. 273 / 228/ 173 ,
Ground Floor, Gali No. -5, Village
Wazirabad Extn., Delhi, Jagatpur, ilaqa,
North Delhi, Delhi -110084 have
changed the name of my minor Son
MOKASH BHOAT aged 11years and
he shall hereafter be known as
MOKSH BHOAT.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I hitherto known as Daksh Saini S/O
Late Shri Surinder Saini, R/O WP-36 C,
Near MP Mall, VTC: Pitampura,PO:
Saraswati Vihar, Sub District: Saraswati
Vihar, District: North West Delhi, State:
Delhi- 110034,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
Devanshu Saini



WORLD 4

incident, the Hamas-run interior looting gangs have terrorised locals Cairo.At least six Palestinians were 
ministry said a police officer was killed and are aiding the Israeli government executed by Hamas in Gaza, and 13 
and others were wounded when an in "starving" them. "Those gangs, others were shot in the legs for 
Israeli drone fired a missile at a police some of them armed, have terrorised allegedly looting food stores and 
unit chasing criminals in Gaza City. people, not only stealing food, but community kitchens, the Palestinian 

stopping some people on the roads and group said in a statement, as "We will strike with an iron fist all these 
taking away their money and phones," desperation grows in the enclave under renegades, and we will take the 

Ahmed, a resident of Gaza City, a complete Israeli blockade that has 
told Reuters."They aid the now entered its third month."A 
occupation in starving us; they warning has been issued - those who 
m u s t  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  a s  ignore it bear full responsibility," 
collaborators," he added.SAFA Hamas said in the statement.Over the 
news agency, close to Hamas, said last week, there have been reports of 
the interior ministry has formed a armed gangs looting some of the 
new 5,000-member force tasked remaining food supplies in Gaza City, 
with confronting looters and challenging Hamas' control of the 
armed gangs. However, local territory. The Palestinian group has 
police forces have been hampered accused some of these "criminal 

necessary measures to deter them, no 
by attacks from Israeli drones against gangs" of working in collaboration 

matter the cost, and we will not allow 
any  a rmed Pa les t in ians  they  with Israel.

them to continue terrorizing citizens, 
identify.Hamas deployed thousands of  "A warning has been issued - those who 

threatening their lives, and stealing 
police and security forces across Gaza ignore it bear full responsibility," 

their property," the ministry said in a 
after a ceasefire took effect in January, Hamas said in the statement.Ismail Al-

statement on Saturday, referring to the 
but its armed presence shrank sharply Thawabta, director of Gaza's Hamas-

alleged looters.Israel has, meanwhile, 
since Israel resumed large-scale run government media office, said 

not commented on the allegation.
attacks in March.some of the looters acted under a clan 

Hamas Imposes Curfew In Gazaumbrella and others acted as organised Humanitarian Crisis In Gaza
According to a Reuters report, Hamas' groups, some of which he said received United Nations officials have warned of 

armed wing has started imposing direct support from Israel.He said a the increasingly dire humanitarian 
curfews starting at 9 pm (local time) to number of "revolutionary execution situation facing Gaza, which has been 
restrict the movement of civilians and rulings" had been carried out against devastated by the Israeli campaign 
to chase criminals.ome of the Gazans "several top criminals" proven to have launched following the Hamas-led 
supported Hamas' actions, saying the been involved in looting.In one attack on Israel on October 7, 2023.

NEWS BOX

Crocodile attacks zoo visitor who entered 
enclosure for selfie in the Philippines

Why Hamas Is Executing Palestinians 
Amid Food Crisis Under Israeli Blockade

Dear Harvard...': Linda McMahon bars 
university research grants in scathing letter

US Offers $1,000 And Pay 
For Travel To Migrants Who 
Self-Deport

Debt-ridden Pak tests 
missile, ignoring Moody's 
warning: Can its economy 

withstand
world. On April 22, 26 tourists were killed in one of the 

worst attacks on civilians in India in nearly 20 years. 
India blamed Pakistan for the violence, but Pakistan 
denied involvement. However, Islamabad claimed it 
had intelligence suggesting that India was planning a 
military strike.In response to the growing tensions, 
Pakistan launched a surface-to-surface missile named 
"Fatah" with a range of 120 kilometres. On Saturday, 
Pakistan tested Abdali missile, which has a longer range 
of 450 kilometres. The Pakistani army said the missile 
test was successful.Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
praised the launch and said, "This successful test makes 
it clear that Pakistan's defence is in strong 
hands."Diplomatic relations between the nuclear-
armed neighbours are at a boil following an attack 
targeting Hindu tourists in Kashmir, killing 26 on April 
22.

MOODY WARNS OF ECONOMIC SETBACK

The military level strain is increasing between the two 
neighbouring countries. Concerns regarding Pakistan's 
economy are also on the rise. The international credit 
rating agency Moody cautioned that ongoing conflict 
would damage the country's economic recovery.

Pakistan only recently began to stabilise its economy after 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) provided it with 
a $7 billion loan package last year.

In its report, Moody’s said, "Sustained escalation in 
tensions with India would likely weigh on Pakistan’s 
growth and hamper the government’s ongoing fiscal 
consolidation, setting back Pakistan’s progress in 
achieving macroeconomic stability."The agency 
further stated that if the standoff persists, it would harm 
Pakistan's access to foreign funds and strain its foreign 
currency reserves. This would potentially make it more 
difficult for Pakistan to meet its international debt 
obligations.Meanwhile, India’s economy is expected to 
remain unaffected since it has limited financial ties with 
Pakistan. However, Moody’s added that a rise in 
defence expenditure could slow down India's efforts to 
manage its own budget.Iran’s foreign minister, who 
offered to help both countries ease tensions, arrived in 
Pakistan for meetings with top leaders. He is expected 
to visit India later this week.India has accused its 
neighbour of supporting Islamist separatists battling 
security forces in its part of the region.

Defiant Harvard slams 
'illegal overreach' as Trump 
freezes research grants

Washington.The Trump administration said Monday it 
will pay for the travel and give $1,000 to 
undocumented migrants who "self-deport" back to 
their home country."If you are here illegally, self-
deportation is the best, safest and most cost-effective 
way to leave the United States to avoid arrest," 
Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem said.The 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) "is now 
offering illegal aliens financial travel assistance and a 
stipend to return to their home country through the 
CBP Home App," Noem said in a statement.

DHS said the stipend of $1,000 will be paid after a 
person's return to their home country has been 
confirmed through the app.

"Self-deportation is a dignified way to leave the US and 
will allow illegal aliens to avoid being encountered by 

US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)," 
the department said in the statement.

DHS said that even with the payment of travel 
assistance and the stipend "it is projected that the use 
of CBP Home will decrease the costs of a deportation 
by around 70 percent."t said that the average cost 
currently to arrest, detain, and remove an 
undocumented migrant is $17,121.

DHS said an undocumented migrant from Honduras 
had already taken advantage of the program to return 
home.US President Donald Trump pledged during his 
White House campaign to deport millions of 
undocumented migrants.

world.  As the Donald Trump administration froze 
billions of dollars in future federal grants to Harvard 
University, the Ivy League institution hunkered 
down, saying it would continue to oppose "illegal 
government overreach" aimed at stifling research.In 
a sharp clap back at Trump's latest action, Harvard 
blasted the administration for withholding funding 
for "life-saving research and innovation", adding 
that stopping federal grants would impose 
"unprecedented and improper control".Harvard, the 
wealthiest university in the US, said it would have 
"chilling implications" for higher education.Today's 
letter makes new threats to illegally withhold 
funding for lifesaving research and innovation in 
retaliation against Harvard for filing its lawsuit on 
April 21," the university said.e of the top-ranked 
universities in the world, filed a lawsuit after the 
Trump administration froze more than $2.2 billion in 
grants.The latest development intensifies the clash 
between Trump and Harvard over academic freedom, 
and combating campus antisemitism.

"Harvard will continue to comply with the law, 
promote and encourage respect for viewpoint 
diversity, and combat antisemitism in our 
community," it said."Harvard will also continue to 
defend against illegal government overreach aimed 
at stifling research and innovation that make 
Americans safer and more secure," the statement 
further said.On Monday, a letter sent to Harvard 
president Alan Garber by the Education Secretary 
accused the university of consistent "violations of its 
legal duties" and stated that it would no longer be 
eligible for future research grants.

ZThe Trump administration barred 
Harvard from new federal research 
grants. In a scathing letter, Education 
Secretary Linda McMahon cited 
"disastrous mismanagement" and 
accused the university of  betraying 
academic ideals and legal obligations.

Dubai.Dubai-based Indian businessman Balvinder 
Singh Sahni will be jailed and deported from the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) for financial crimes, 
including money laundering. Also known as Abu 
Sabah, the billionaire received a five-year prison 
sentence and a Dh500,000 (Rs 1,14,89,750) fine. A 
Dubai court also ordered the confiscation of Dh150 
million (Rs 3,446 million) from the businessman 
before he is deported from the country. A well-known 
name in Dubai's elite circles, Sahni has been 
convicted of laundering Dh150 million through a 
network of shell companies and forged invoices, 
according to a report by Gulf News. The businessman 
was convicted along with 33 others, including his son, 
reported Khaleej Times.

Who Is Balvinder Singh Sahni The 53-year-old 
businessman is the founder and chairman of the Raj 
Sahni Group (RSG) property development firm, 
which operates in the UAE, the US, India, and other 
countries. Per media reports, his company's Dubai 
property portfolio includes the Qasr Sabah's 
residential buildings in Dubai Sports City, a 24-storey 
Burj Sabah apartment complex in Jumeirah Village 
Circle, commercial property in Bay Square, Business 
Bay and a five-star hotel called Sabah Dubai, among 
others. A well-connected name in Dubai's elite circle. 
Sahni is known to be a luxury car collector and often 
posts his expensive vehicles on social media. He 
made headlines in 2016 after he purchased car number 
plate D5 for Dh33 million (about $9 million at the 
time) for one of his Rolls-Royce cars.

Filipino 'Asian Francis' emerges as top contender for next Pope

world. dragging him into shallow water. strike the animal, forcing it to release A 29-year-old male was severely 
injured after being attacked by a Screams can be heard as the crocodile the victim.As reported by People, 
crocodile at a zoo in the Philippines. emergency responders arrived 
The attack happened on April 28 at the quickly following the rescue. The man 
Kabug Island Mangrove and was bitten deeply by the arm and leg 
Wetlands Park in Zamboanga Sibugay and was rushed to Dr. George T. Hofer 
province when the man entered the Memorial Hospital, where he received 
reptile's enclosure to take pictures, more than 50 stitches, according to 
allegedly believing that the animal reports. He is said to be mentally 
was a prop.According to police, the c h a l l e n g e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
visitor climbed over a chain-link reports.Public Asked to Avoid Animal 
fence carrying his phone and walked 

Enclosures
toward the crocodile, unaware of 

“This kind of behavior is extremely 
danger. "He thought the crocodile was 

started performing a "death roll", a dangerous,” Sgt. Sajolga told local merely a plastic replica," said Police 
deadly spinning action employed by media. “He risked not only his own life Staff Sergeant Joel Sajolga. Moments 
crocodiles to tear apart prey.Despite but potentially others as well. He’s later, the crocodile attacked and bit his 
the chaos, the man remained conscious very fortunate to be alive.”Police arm.
and sat in the water until help arrived. confirmed an investigation is Video of the attack taken by bystanders 
The zookeeper, who had earlier underway. Zoo officials are also showed the female crocodile, named 
warned him not to enter the enclosure, reassessing safety protocols to prevent Lalay, grabbing the man's arm and 
rushed in and used a concrete object to similar incidents.

him for decades. "He's really like Pope been removed from Manila for meddling in Vatican City Filipino Cardinal Luis Antonio DOCTRINAL BACKGROUND
Tagle, who speaks Italian, English, and Francis in terms of his love for the poor, his national politics.Tagle is sometimes called the "Asian 

The Philippine Catholic bishops' conference Spanish as well as his native Tagalog, now approachability and so on."Tagle, the Francis" because of his infectious smile, 
denied those accusations forcefully. Bishop has five years of experience with the former archbishop of Manila, would be the easy laugh, and spontaneity with 
Pablo Virgilio David of Kalookan, a Vatican's arcane bureaucracy, although first pope from what is now considered words.Like the late Argentine pope, he 
conference official made a cardinal in 2024, some cardinals may think even that is not Asia, although in the early Church some hails from a country far from the Catholic 

enough to run the global Church.One popes hailed from what is now called the Church's traditional power base of Europe 
possible weakness in Tagle's candidacy is Middle East, technically part of Asia.Tagle, and came to Rome with an outsider's 
that he was involved in a management who looks younger than his 67 years and view.Some who have put Tagle on 
scandal three years ago.In 2022, Francis likes to be called by his diminutive unofficial short lists for the next pope say 
removed him from a second job as titular nickname "Chito", has headed the Vatican's he would be a shoo-in to succeed Francis if 
head of a Vatican-based confederation of Dicastery for Evangelization, effectively cardinal electors who enter the secret 
162 Catholic relief, development and social the Church's missionary arm, for the past conclave on Wednesday are looking for as 
services organisations working in more five years. That position gave him close a similarity as possible in order to 
than 200 countries.Francis fired the entire enormous influence over national churches assertively continue Francis' progressive 
leadership of the group, called Caritas in developing countries.As archbishop of streak.If Tagle were elected, it would also 

called Duterte's claim "unbelievably Internationalis, following allegations of Manila, and before as bishop of the likely signal to the world's 1.4 billion 
ludicrous".Many cardinals already know bullying by top management.Tagle's role, Philippine city of Imus, Tagle gained Catholics that the cardinals want to go 
Tagle personally, and many may see an akin to a chancellor of the organisation, was pastoral experience in running dioceses in forward with Francis' vision of generally 
attraction in having a pope from Asia, mostly symbolic and ceremonial. He was Asia's largest Catholic country. By opening up the Church to the modern world 
viewed by Church leaders as an important not directly involved in day-to-day running bringing him to the Vatican in 2020, Francis by not choosing a man who might roll back 
region of growth for the faith. Young and was generally admired by staffers.gave him one more notch in experiences some of the late pope's reforms.It would 
people feel comfortable with him.When seen as helpful to papal candidates.Tagle's also mean his fellow cardinals had Unlike Francis, Tagle enjoys a global 
Tagle hosted Francis for a visit to the move to Rome brought criticism from then-shrugged off question marks over his reputation as a theologian, which could 
Philippines in 2014, the visit drew the Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, who management abilities."He would represent help him gain votes from moderate 
largest crowds in the history of papal travel, oversaw a bloody "war on drugs" that killed a continuity of what Pope Francis has been cardinals concerned by some of Francis' off 
including a Mass that attracted up to 7 thousands of Filipinos during his 2016-doing," said Rev. Emmanuel Alfonso, a the cuff utterances, which led to what some 
million people.2022 administration.Duterte said Tagle had former student of Tagle's who has known called confusion about Church teachings.

world.  

"disastrous mismanagement" and stated embarrassment to our Nation. Much of she added.The move by the administration 
the institution had abandoned core Harvard's hateful discrimination was seems to mark a change in its tack in 
academic values.This move comes as revealed, last year, by the great work of regulating elite institutions. Previous 
Harva rd  cha l l enges  the  f ede ra l  attempts at recalling research grants 
government in court over the suspension of had been met with legal challenges, 
billions in funding, after refusing to including Harvard, which relied on 
comply with demands McMahon called both the First Amendment and the 
essential for accountability."Harvard Administrative Procedure Act in filing 
University has made a mockery of this its lawsuit. Now, by aiming at 
country's higher education system. It has upcoming grants, the administration 
invited foreign students, who engage in m i g h t  b e  t r y i n g  a  d i f f e r e n t  
violent behaviour and slur contempt for the strategy—one that could prove harder 
United States of America, to its campus. In to challenge in court.In her three-page The Trump administration on 
every way, Harvard has failed to abide by letter, McMahon wrote, "At its best, a Monday barred Harvard University from 
its legal obligations, its ethical and university should fulfill the highest receiving any new federal research grants. 
fiduciary duties, its transparency ideals of our nation, and enlighten the Education Secretary Linda McMahon 
responsibilities, and any semblance of thousands of hopeful students who walk Congresswoman Elise Stefanik, and her conveyed in a sharply worded letter to the 
academic rigour. It had scrapped through its magnificent gates, but Harvard Committee. As if it were trying to president of Harvard, Alan M. Garber. This 
standardised testing requirements and a has betrayed its ideal."embarrass itself even further. Harvard hired is the Trump administration’s most pointed 
normalised grading system," she wrote.She failed Mayors Bell De Blasio and Lori H A R V A R D  R E S P O N D S :  action against one of the nation’s most 
alleged Harvard of embroiling in Lightfoot, perhaps the worst mayors ever to UNPRECEDENTED AND IMPROPER prestigious academic institutions."This 
humiliating plagiarism scandals. "Harvard preside over major cities in our country's CONTROLletter is to inform you that Harvard should 
has even been embroiled in humiliating history, to supposedly teach "leadership" at Harvard was quick to respond. In a statement no longer seek grants from the federal 
plagiarism scandals, exposed clearly and their School of Public Health. This is like released Monday night, the university government, since none will be provided," 
plainly in the media, with respect to your hiring the captain of the Titanic te teach accused the Trump administration of McMahon wrote to Harvard President Alan 
then University President, who was an navigation to future captains of the sea," doubling down on political interference.M. Garber. She accused the university of 
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Regulation) Bill is a step forward. THE tragic deaths of three young students — two 
Mandatory counselling and aptitude tests NEET aspirants in Kota, Rajasthan, and a forensic 
before enrolment may help,  but science student of a private university in Mohali, 
enforcement is the key. The 2018 Punjab — within days of each other lay bare a 
guidelines that aimed to provide systemic failure that India continues to ignore at its 
psychological support and regulate private own peril. That one of the students died just before 
institutes seem to have been ignored into the NEET-UG exam underscores how relentless 
irrelevance. Without strict oversight, the academic pressure, mental health neglect and 
new law too risks becoming symbolic.unrealistic expectations have created a lethal mix 

for many. Kota, the coaching hub, has seen 14 Parents must also introspect. Forcing 
student suicides this year alone. Despite repeated children into ill-suited streams or tying 
warnings, the structural stressors — high-stakes self-worth to marks and rankings breeds 
exams, toxic competition, unregulated coaching despair. The country must stop treating its 
practices and the burden of ‘guaranteed success’ — students as rank-seekers and start 
remain unaddressed.Recently, the Central recognising them as individuals with substantiating their claims. These promises, coupled 
Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) issued notices unique strengths and limits. The government must with immense pressure, are often a trap for vulnerable 
to several coaching institutes for misleading cultivate an ecosystem that generates enough jobs for students and anxious parents. The country’s toppers’ 
advertisements and unfair trade practices. Many ads the youth with varied streams of interest. No exam is culture needs a hard reset. The Rajasthan government’s 
promised top ranks and assured selections without worth a life.proposal for the Coaching Institutes (Control and 

How Nehru 
viewed role of 

governors

NCERT and the politics of language in English textbooks

right place. To that end, patience and level-headed Keeping our economy secure could, therefore, be a statesmanship in keeping the conflict confined to a Nearly two weeks after the horrific, targeted killing of 
planning and not knee-jerk reactions are the key. term of reference for our planners. specified geographical area. In fact, the need to defenceless tourists at Pahalgam, the dust has not 
Non-physical actions, on the other hand, could be Cooperation between all organs of the government is remain within our means and in control of the yet settled to enable us to view the situation with 
sustained over a long period and would generally be essential to achieve optimum results. Fortunately, situation at all times brought about the concept of clarity. The seething anger within our hearts is not 
multi-pronged.There is a need to apply sufficient given the state of high morale not only within all 'limited war'.In an adverse situation such as the one abating. Though the single common emotion is 
force to ensure success, yet there is the principle of ranks of the armed forces but also among all our we have experienced recently, it is common to hear revenge, its suggested method, modalities and 
economy of effort to be kept in mind. To achieve the citizens, necessary cooperation would be readily of 'intelligence failure'. By holding someone or manifestation vary. Public fora are full of views, 
two seemingly contradictory requirements, forthcoming.This is not the first time we are facing some agency accountable and placing the blame at opinions, recommendations, critiques, et al, 

post-trauma complex challenges for decision- its door, there is almost a sense of having nabbed the depending upon the sources of their origin. But in 
making at various levels and it most certainly guilty. Before we indulge in any hasty blame game, the discussions, everyone seems to agree that the 
would not be the last. In 1971, we faced not only we must remember two things. First, many such situation is more complex than what was 
an unbearable burden on our economy but also a attacks are nipped in the bud by the security forces perceived at first.When faced with complex 
grave national security concern arising from the (SF) when 'actionable intelligence' is given to them problems, it is a good idea to revisit the first 
influx of millions of refugees from the erstwhile by the intelligence apparatus. It is generally all in a principles and lessons of history. While principles 
east Pakistan. Acting on multiple fronts, like day's work for the SF and rarely, if ever, publicised. bring to fore axioms, history can be a good 
international diplomacy, political consensus and Next, the SF work round the clock, ready and reminder of events and lessons that ought to have 
decisive military actions, we achieved a historic hoping for action against terrorists. The terrorists, been learnt from them.
military victory over Pakistan. It was no hasty on the other hand, can select a time and place to Some of our fellow citizens see war clouds 
decision. The offensive was launched after strike — so they have to be lucky just once.gathering, but the more informed minds look at 
waiting for many months of biding our time to The jury is still out on the whys and wherefores of the many other options short of, or more effective 
select the right time and method and after full Pahalgam attack. We are also not certain what the than, war. It is often said that if one wants peace, 
preparation.We learn from our mistakes, too. Pakistan army's aim was in selecting an easy target one must prepare for war. It would do no harm, 
Who can forget the episode when lapses in in a cowardly, senseless attack. It could be to divert therefore, to see how some of the time-tested and 

concentrating the force at the point of decision is security, lack of coordination between departments the attention of the Pakistan population from its proven principles of war could help us to see 
essential. That calls for mobility of assets and and some questionable decision-making resulted in recent failures in Balochistan and Khyber through the haze.
flexibility of plans. This is possible in both physical the hijack of an Indian Airlines flight to Kandahar Pakhtunkhwa. Or, to hinder India's economic To begin with, we must define what our aim is — do 
and non-physical offensive actions. The suspension and the release of jailed terrorists? We are now far progress, or to provoke us and lure us to walk into a we want to deal a decisive, final blow to terrorism 
of the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) and the ban on better prepared against such threats.Then, there trap — a massive ambush waiting to be sprung.that comes from Pakistan or do we want to do the 
mail and trade are two recent cases that exemplify have been the attacks on pilgrims of Amarnath Till the truth is revealed, as it was in the case of the same to Pakistan? This is vital as the measures to be 
the latter.Sustainability of an offensive depends on Yatra, on Raghunath Temple, Akshardham and the intrusions in Kargil in 1999, we need to keep our taken for both would be quite different.Offensive 
several factors; principle among them is robust Army camp at Kalu Chak and Pulwama. We have powder dry for action, keep a cool head, continue to action could be physical or non-physical. Physical 
economy. Our economy is on an upward curve; learnt and improved from each of them.During the apply economic squeeze and continue our 'war by offensive must achieve surprise and it should be 
nothing we undertake should hurt that progress. Kargil war, our leadership showed considerable other means', as Clausewitz would say!ensured that it is applied at the right time and at the 

Death before exam

GOVERNORS continue to trigger controversies 
over their apparent attempts to disturb the federal 
balance of power. The latest example is a detailed 
report sent by West Bengal Governor CV Ananda 
Bose to the Ministry of Home Affairs regarding the 
law and order situation in Murshidabad, which 
witnessed violence recently after the enactment of 
the Waqf (Amendment) Act. Bose toured the state 
before submitting the report, in which he stated 
that the “twin spectres of radicalisation and 
militancy” posed a serious challenge to the state.

A flashback is instructive: In 1952, then Governor 
Sri Prakasa swore in a 152-member Congress 
government led by C Rajagopalachari in the 375-
member Madras Legislative Assembly, ignoring 
United Democratic Front leader T Prakasam’s 
claim of support of 166 legislators. Gian Singh 
Rarewala’s coalition government in PEPSU 
(Patiala and East Punjab States Union) was 
dismissed in 1953 by invoking Article 356 
(pertaining to President’s rule) of the Constitution. 
In 1959, the Union Government dismissed the 
EMS Namboodiripad government in Kerala on the 
pretext of deteriorating public order.

Following the fourth General Election in 1967, the 
Governor’s office was misused to dismiss 
coalition governments in seven states. Then Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi had no qualms about 
removing a non-Congress government. Later, the 
brazenness of Governors Thakur Ram Lal 
(Andhra Pradesh, 1983-84) and Romesh Bhandari 
(Uttar Pradesh, 1996-98) led to their removal. The 
unabashed misuse of Article 356 prompted the 
Supreme Court to deliver a landmark judgment in 
the SR Bommai case (1994). In a recent significant 
judgment on withholding of Bills by the Tamil 
Nadu Governor, the apex court redefined 
gubernatorial powers.Since 2014, when Narendra 
Modi took charge as Prime Minister, several 
governors have tried to exceed their Raj Bhavan 
brief. As the Governor of West Bengal, Jagdeep 
Dhankhar (now Vice-President) — and now his 
successor Ananda Bose — made it a routine to tour 
the state without taking the state government into 
confidence. They have used their visits to 
comment against the government while 
addressing the media.Did the makers of the 
Constitution envision the Governor’s role outside 
the Raj Bhavan, on the streets? If yes, how was 
his/her role defined vis-à-vis the elected state 
government?India’s first Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru reflected on this question in his 
for tn ight ly  le t te rs  to  provinc ia l / s ta te  
premiers/chief ministers. He used to write long 
letters to provincial/state governments, dealing 
with a wide range of issues, including those being 
discussed in the Constituent Assembly, the policy 
measures being carried out by the Union 
Government regarding agriculture, food, refugee 
resettlement, foreign policy and industrial 
production, the way the UN Security Council dealt 
with the Kashmir issue in a partisan manner, and so 
on.Obviously, the Governor’s office did not 
escape his attention. First and foremost, he looked 
at governors as non-partisan constitutional 
functionaries. He did not endorse politicking by 
them, particularly parallel politics in states, as 
political activities of governors that could make 
the Raj Bhavan a centre of partisanship would 
destroy the constitutionally designed power 
balance, equilibrium and ecosystem of 
governance.After attending a Conference of 
Governors, he wrote on May 14, 1949: “As was 
natural, the question of the relationship between 
the governors and ministers was considered. There 
was no question, of course, of the governors 
interfering with the work of the ministry. He had to 
function as a constitutional Governor. At the same 
time, it was pointed out that it would be 
undesirable and wasteful of talent if we did not 
utilise the governors’ experience.”He stressed that 
the premiers/chief ministers must keep the 
Governor of their state informed. Governors 
should also keep themselves informed.

'Poorvi' — a Hindi word — for an English textbook particular religion, as it is the lingua franca of the gods THE NCERT has ignited controversy by replacing the titles 
represents symbolic overreach and a subtle assertion of only.Beneath this debate lies an uglier truth: the renaming of English textbooks like 'Honeysuckle' with Hindi titles 
Hindi supremacy, even in a subject taught in a global of textbooks exemplifies a larger homogenising project, such as 'Poorvi’, 'Mridang' and 'Santoor' for Classes VI, 
language. For students in regions where Hindi is neither threatening India's pluralistic fabric. While 'Ek Bharat, VII and VIII. Government officials defend these names, 
spoken nor understood, these titles create an alienating Shreshtha Bharat' sounds noble, it often manifests as a claiming they transcend language and draw from India's 
psychological barrier to learning. Practical concerns also push for uniformity, privileging Hindi and northern artistic traditions. 'Poorvi' (meaning eastern), they note, is 
emerge: how will a child in rural Tamil Nadu pronounce culture. Naming an English textbook 'Poorvi' is not simply a Hindi word but a raga in Hindustani classical 
'Poorvi' or understand its meaning without Hindi particularly ironic — a western language cloaked in a music, symbolising the harmony of an eastern dawn.

Defenders of the NCERT's move invoke the Shakespearean familiarity? The Roman script doesn't resolve this Hindi title, forcing an awkward marriage that reeks of 
adage, "What's in a name?" It suggests that these titular disconnect;  i t  merely highlights i t ,  r isking cultural imperialism, shifting from colonial legacies to 
changes are inconsequential. This argument, however, mispronunciation and confusion. Rather than fostering national majoritarianism. The near-total absence of non-
contains a glaring logical fallacy. If, indeed, there is unity, this approach deepens regional divides by Hindu characters — Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Jains, 
"nothing in a name", why insist on replacing perfectly Parsis, Buddhists — and the erasure of their cultures, 
functional English titles with Hindi ones? The values, festivals and craftsmanship in the textbook 
selective application of this principle betrays its further underscores this steadily narrowing cultural 
disingenuousness. Would the same defender embrace imagination.Using English to "instill" Indian ethos and 
naming Sanskrit textbooks 'Twinkle' or Hindi values is not merely inconsistent but also casts 
textbooks 'Harmony'? The ensuing discomfort and aspersions on Hindi, Sanskrit and other Indian 
resistance would reveal the fallacy of their position. languages' ability to do the same effectively. In the 
Names carry significant cultural weight and symbolic neoliberal context, English language teaching (ELT) is 
meaning — a fact the NCERT recognises when expected to enhance international communication with 
imposing Hindi nomenclature but conveniently financial motivations. Viewing ELT solely in economic 
overlooks when justifying it. The content of these terms perpetuates the "indoctrination" explicit in 
textbooks has been revised to feature more Indian Macaulay's infamous minutes. The NEP had an 
contexts. Moving away from western-centric opportunity to alter this discourse, but it, instead, 
materials —think 'Rain, Rain, Go Away' as a nursery replaced colonial indoctrination with Indian 
rhyme far removed from India's monsoonal realities majoritarian indoctrination.The tokenism in the 
— the books now incorporate multiple genres textbooks' content deepens concerns. A southern 
intended to reflect students' lived experiences within folktale here, a reference to western kite-flying there 
the Indian social, cultural and geographical and an eastern nod in the title 'Poorvi' feel like hollow 
landscapes.The textbooks ostensibly aim to develop gestures while the northern culture claims dominance. portraying Hindi as the default lens through which India's 
core language competencies through intelligently This selective representation fails to address the systemic diversity must be viewed.
designed activities. Units are structured with sections like marginalisation of non-Hindi languages and cultures. In The NEP-2020, as manifested in the NCFSE-2023 and 
'Let us listen', 'Let us speak', 'Let us read', 'Let us write' India, language is more than a medium — it's a vessel of these controversial textbooks, has reached its 
and 'Let us learn' while supposedly weaving in elements identity, history and pride. By symbolically prioritising "crescendo". These materials purportedly aim to "instill" 
of cultural heritage alongside values of ecological Hindi, the government sends a message that other pride for the Indian ethos and values in students. This 
sensitivity, disability awareness, gender equality and languages are lesser, fuelling resentment among 'pride' must be 'ingrained' in the students even while 
digital skills.The primary goal of textbooks is to develop linguistic minorities.The NEP failed to recognise how teaching a non-Indian language. Yet, this approach 
core language competencies while integrating critical pedagogy in ELT could have helped learners overlooks that language and its teaching are key conduits 
vocabulary and grammar within meaningful contexts perceive social inequalities, injustice and imbalances. for transmitting culture across generations.
relevant to Indian students. By merging Indian ethos with Instead of using indigenised language teaching for Sapir-Whorf hypothesised that the structure of language 
a global language, the NCERT envisions a system aligned emancipation, it capitulated to a nationalist agenda that determines one's perception and categorisation of 
with the 'Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat' theme. undermines India's true linguistic and cultural diversity, experience. The Indian student does not grasp the 

replacing colonial indoctrination with Indian This rosy picture quickly deteriorates under scrutiny, 'structure' of the English language before schooling 
majoritarian indoctrination. These nationalist ideals ring particularly from non-Hindi-speaking states, where the begins because English is largely the second language for 
hollow, particularly when the National Flag in this renaming is perceived as a sinister move to impose Hindi her, and none of the Indian languages have a structure 
textbook, despite the government's flag frenzy, is and undermine linguistic diversity. Kerala's Education similar to that of English. It is through language that we 
displayed with its colours upside down, a fitting metaphor Minister V Sivankutt has labelled it a "violation of socialise, we create or conflict with authority, we argue, 
for the fundamental inversion of the ideals being touted common logic", arguing that English textbooks deserve imagine, fantasise and dream. The English language and 
(see ‘Poorvi’, Class 7, page 200). The result is not English titles, not Hindi ones transliterated into Roman its teaching cannot be 'separated' from the English 
educational liberation but merely a change in the source script.In the broader context of states' resistance to the culture, just as Hindi cannot be separated from the culture 
of ideological imposition.NEP 2020, these criticisms are not unfounded. Using of 'Hindi patti' or Sanskrit cannot be disassociated with a 

Measures taken by India, like halting water flow, blocking YouTube channels of famous Pakistani artistes and cricket stars, aim at crippling Pakistan

Toppers’ culture needs a hard reset

Editorial

To begin with, we must define what our aim is — do we want to deal a decisive, final blow to terrorism that comes from Pakistan or do we want to do the same to Pakistan?

For now, continue with war by other means

New Delhi, Wednesday, 7 May 2025 THE SIKH TIMES
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NEW DELHI. tailwinds have the potential to on the daily chart. A decisive move Benchmark stock 
facilitate high GDP growth and above 24,500 could pave the way for market indices fell after opening flat 
improving corporate earnings in an up move towards 24,700 and on Tuesday as pharmaceutical stocks 
FY26, and the market is likely to 24,800. On the downside, support is tumbled.The BSE Sensex was down 
discount this by moving to new seen at 24,200 and 24,000, where 28.27 points to trade at 80,768.57 
highs," Vijayakumar added. traders may find buying opportunities around 9:24 am, while the NSE 

on dips, said Mandar Bhojane, Nifty50 was down 10.85 points to 
Equity Research Analyst at 24,450.30.Broader market indices 
Choice Broking.also slipped into negative territory, 

with early trade marked by a slight On the institutional front, FIIs 
uptick in volatility. continued their buying streak on 

May 5 with net equity purchases Among the Nifty50 pack, M&M, Hero 
of 497 crore, while DIIs remained MotoCorp, Bharti Airtel, ONGC, and 
strong buyers, investing 2,788 Bajaj Auto emerged as the top gainers, 
crore. This sustained inflow from while Cipla, Jio Financial Services, Dr 
both domestic and foreign Reddy's, Titan, and Eternal led the 
investors reflects underlying losses.“Sustained FII buying for the 
market confidence, despite global 13th day in a row, supported by weak However, he pointed out that the 

uncertainties.“Given the mixed cues dollar, has imparted resilience and "uncertainty regarding the India-
and key resistance levels ahead, support to the market despite the Pakistan tensions will keep the market 
traders are advised to adopt a ‘wait and India-Pak tensions,” said Dr. VK range bound" in the near-term. "Large 
watch’ approach, especially in high-Vijayakumar, Chief Investment cap IT has bottomed out. Large cap 
leverage positions. Booking partial Strategist at Geojit Financial Services. private sector banking stocks will 
profits on rallies and maintaining tight “This resilience is further reinforced by remain resilient despite the recent run 
stop-losses is recommended. If Nifty tailwinds in the form of soft crude, up,” he added.From a technical 
sustains above 24,500, fresh long declining inflation and the RBI’s perspective, the Nifty 50 continues to 
positions can be added gradually,” cheap money policy of rate cuts and trade in a narrow consolidation range, 
Bhojane said.abundant liquidity injection. These forming a neutral candlestick pattern 

Athe
r Energy geak debut. Hold or sell
ives up listing gains, slides 4% after 

w

New Delhi. winning bidder if the resolution plan Bank (Rs 2,600 crore & Rs The Supreme Court order 
gets rejected later, a public sector 1 ,060 crore) ;  Indian rejecting JSW Steel’s Rs 19,800 crore 
banker told TNIE. Another banker Overseas Bank (Rs 1,000 resolution plan and liquidating Bhushan 
said that banks will also have to set crore & Rs 420 crore); Power & Steel Ltd (BPSL) has put at risk 
aside more funds if the liquidation Jammu & Kashmir Bank around Rs 34,000 crore of banks exposure 
value is lower than the now failed (Rs 400 crore & Rs 170 to the latter.The banks will hae to pay back 
IBC resolution value. During the crore), and IDBI Bank with the entire Rs 19,350 crore they had 
insolvency process, valuers had Rs 600 crore  and Rs 230 received from the JSW group, and will 
arrived at a liquidation value of Rs crore in payback.In a have to fully provide for that in the June 
9,700 crore.None of the nearly a surprise order that has quarter. BPSL had owed Rs 48,523 crore 
dozen lenders, who are mostly serious ramifications for to the lenders, most public sector banks 
public sector banks, have officially the insolvency resolution led by the State Bank. The court order also 
commented on the development process and questions the puts a big question mark on the fate of the 
except saying they are studying the collective commercial Rs 10,800 crore JSW had borrowed to 
detailed order.The bankers with wisdom of lenders, a fund the acquisition along with a Rs 4,000 
exposure to the crippled company Supreme Court bench of crore term loan that JPSL had raised to run 
are mostly state-run lenders with justices Bela Trivedi and the company after the ownership changed lenders, Axis Bank and Karur Vysya Bank 
State Bank of India having had an Satish Chandra Sharma had last Friday set hands.The development comes as banks are the only private sector lenders with 
exposure of Rs 9,800 crore and had aside the IBC resolution of Bhushan are already facing squeezed margins —as exposures of Rs 900 crore and recovery of 
received Rs 3,930 crore in likely payback Power & Steel and also ordered its lending rates are falling and will likely fall Rs 350 crore and Rs 400 crore and Rs 140 
from JSW Steel under the resolution plan, liquidation saying JSW Steel, the lenders, more in the coming months but deposit crore.The other major lenders include 
followed by Punjab National Bank with the resolution professional  Mahender prices remain highly elevated and will Canara Bank (Rs 3,700 crore & Rs 1,490 
Rs 6,100 crore of exposure and a likely Kumar Khandelwal as well the NCLT and remain so for some more quarters.Under crore), Union Bank of India (Rs 3,200 
recovery of Rs 2,440 croe, according to NCLAT did not follow the IBC provisions the IBC scheme, lenders are legally bound crore & Rs 1,280 crore); Bank of Baroda 
analysis by brokerages.Among leading and thus the entire deal was illegal.to return the money received from the (Rs 2,600 crore & Rs 1,050 crore); Indian 

Bhushan Power order puts Rs 
34,000 cr bank fund at risk

Wall Street slips, snapping 9-day 
rally as oil prices hit 4-year low

Mumbai. UPI QR codes have recorded the fastest 
growth in digital payments infrastructure in the 
financial year 2024-25, with a 91.5 per cent jump 
over the previous financial year to 657.9 million, 
according to the latest RBI data. 

The surge in UPI QR codes was accompanied by a 
slowdown in the growth rate of credit card 
transactions to 7.94 per cent year-on-year, while 
debit card additions registered a mere 2.7 per cent 
growth to 991 million.The growth in the number 
of UPI QR codes has been accelerating with the 
increasing deployment by platforms like Google 
Pay, Paytm, and PhonePe. The number of banks 
going live on UPI continues to increase, and the 
total touched 668 in April, which is expected to 
increase the value of such transactions, according 
to bank officials.March saw a record Rs 24.77 
lakh crore in UPI transactions, marking a 25 per 

cent increase in value and a 36 per cent increase 
in volume compared to the previous year. UPI has 
become the dominant method for digital 
transactions in India. Nearly four out of five 
digital payments in the country were conducted 
on the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) in the 
financial year 2024 (FY24), according to the 
Reserve Bank of India’s annual report.

UPI's share, compared to the cumulative volume of 
digital payments in the country, has grown 
steadily from 73.4 per cent in FY23 to 79.7 per 
cent in FY24. In FY20, UPI’s share as compared 
to the volume of total digital payments in India 
was pegged at 36.8 per cent.

The RBI is actively promoting digital payments 
through various initiatives, including the "Har 
Payment Digital" campaign, which aims to make 
every person in India aware of digital payments. 
RBI also allows flexibility in revising transaction 
limits for UPI in-person merchant payments, 
allowing NPCI to adjust limits based on user 
needs, with safeguards in place which has made 
the mode of payment more convenient.

NEW DELHI. Global oil prices tumbled sharply on 
Monday after OPEC+ announced increased 
production for June. The alliance of oil-producing 
countries, led by Saudi Arabia, agreed to raise output 
by an additional 411,000 barrels per day (bpd) in 
June, following a similar increase in May.As a result, 
Brent crude dropped as much as 4.6% to near $58 per 
barrel, while West Texas Intermediate (WTI) hovered 
around $56 in early trading. Brent is now approaching 

the four-year low it previously touched in April 2025. 
The aggressive ramp-up in production comes amid 
growing concerns that US President Donald Trump’s 
tariffs could trigger a global recession, potentially 
weakening oil demand just as supply expands. 
Consequently, April recorded oil’s largest monthly 
loss since 2021.The continued slide in oil prices spells 
potential economic relief for India, which relies 
heavily on imported crude. A lower oil import bill 
could ease inflationary pressures and help buffer the 
economy against external shocks. India’s average 
crude basket price stood at $67.73 per barrel in April 
but fell to $61.89 on May 1, reflecting the global 
downtrend.“While there are concerns about the first, 
second, and third round effects of US tariffs, 
especially on external demand and capital 
formation—one important factor is the ongoing, 
albeit unstated, pursuit of lower oil prices, possibly 
as low as $50 per barrel,” said

Global oil prices fall to 
multi-year lows; brent nears 
$58 amid global trade war

UPI QR Codes Record 91.5 Per 
Cent Surge To 657.9 Million, 

Credit Card Growth Slows
New Delhi.  capital-intensive, with most players, burn phase, with potential for sharp Electric two-wheeler maker 

Ather Energy ended nearly 4% lower including market leaders, still swings in both business performance 
struggling to turn profitable. We and stock price.Founded in 2013, on its market debut Tuesday, giving up 
recommend a ‘HOLD’ only for risk- Ather designs its scooters in-house early gains despite a modest listing 

and operates over 2,600 premium. The stock opened at Rs 328 
charging stations across 300 on the NSE, up 2.2% over its issue 
cities. Its product line price of Rs 321, but slipped over 4% to 
includes the Ather 450 and an intraday low of Rs 308.95 amid 
the new family-focused weak market sentiment.
Ather Rizta.The company The Rs 2,981-crore IPO was subscribed 
plans to use IPO proceeds to 1.43 times and had seen subdued 
fund a new factory in demand across categories. Analysts 
Maharashtra, repay debt, and attributed the weak performance to 
invest in R&D. For FY24, aggressive pricing and sector 
Ather posted a net loss of Rs headwinds.
1,059 crore on Rs 1,754 crore 

“As expected, we see a flat listing, which 
revenue, with EBITDA taking investors comfortable with was justified given the aggressive 

margins at -36%.While Ather enjoys short- to medium-term volatility. v a l u a t i o n — e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  
strong brand equity and long-term Conservative investors should wait for benchmarked against peer OLA 
growth potential, analysts caution that the stock to settle at more reasonable Electric,” said Prashanth Tapse, Senior 
continued cash burn, pricing pressure, valuations," he added.VP (Research), Mehta Equities Ltd.
and market competition could keep the Tapse added that the EV 2W space “The electric two-wheeler segment stock volatile in the near term.remains in a high-growth but high-remains highly competitive and 

Evera Cabs to acquire 500 
BluSmart Electric Cabs
New Delhi.  Electric taxi service provider Evera Cabs 

(Prakriti Mobility) has initiated the repossession of 
500 electric cabs earlier operated by troubled 
BluSmart. Evera said that 220 vehicles have been 
acquired and the remaining 280 are set to be 
reclaimed in the coming days.The company added 
that it is looking to enhance its position as a leading 
electric cab service provider, with a strong focus on 
airport mobility. Evera has plans to acquire 1,000 
BluSmart cars.

"What we're executing is not just a scale-up, it is a 
realignment of the electric mobility narrative in 
India. As key players recalibrate, Evera is stepping 
forward with clear intent, absorbing proven EV 
assets and trusted drivers to ensure uninterrupted 
service across key routes," Evera Co-Founder and 
CEO Nimish Trivedi said.

Evera said its repossession of BluSmart's cabs through 
its lenders is part of a multi-stage strategic plan to 
reinforce its footprint in NCR's high-demand airport 
cab sector. In the next phase, Evera has plans to 
double down on its airport network expansion, 
extending services across all terminals of Delhi's 
airport. Last month electric cab-hailing platform 
BluSmart suspended operations across Delhi-NCR, 
Bengaluru, and Mumbai after capital market 
regulator Sebi banned Gensol Engineering and 
promoters - Anmol Singh Jaggi and Puneet Singh 
Jaggi, who are also co-founders of BluSmart - from 
the securities markets in a fund diversion and 
governance lapses case.

New Delhi. The government has informed the 
country's apex court that the moment a financial 
stake is introduced—even in games requiring 
skill—the activity becomes a form of betting and 
gambling. This submission was made as a crucial 
hearing on the applicability of GST to online 
gaming, fantasy sports, and casinos began on 
Monday in the Supreme Court. The government 
contended that such activities fall squarely within 
the purview of taxable actionable claims under the 
Central Goods and Services Tax (CGST) Act, 2017.

A bench comprising Justices J.B. Pardiwala and R. 
Mahadevan is examining whether the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) is lawfully applicable to online 
games, fantasy sports platforms, and casinos, 
particularly when they involve monetary stakes.

The GST department’s argument is based on the 
premise that once money is staked, the 
game—regardless of whether it involves skill or 
chance—enters the domain of gambling, a position 
previously upheld by Supreme Court judgments. 
Citing state laws, the revenue department has argued 
that state gambling statutes exempt games of skill 
from criminal prosecution only when played 
without stakes. “When stakes are involved, such 
games may be considered gambling,” it stated in 
court.The revenue department has further submitted 
that the 101st Constitutional Amendment 
transferred taxing powers for betting and gambling 
to the Centre under Article 246A. It, therefore, 
argues that regulatory powers of the states cannot be 
construed as taxation powers.The government has 
also stated that the 2023 amendment was merely 
clarificatory in nature, asserting that the power to tax 
actionable claims existed even before the 
amendment.Abhishek A. Rastogi, founder of 
Rastogi Chambers and counsel for one of the 
petitioners before the Supreme Court, said: “If 
games of skill are treated as gambling solely because 
of monetary stakes, we risk blurring crucial legal 
boundaries. The decision will not just impact 
revenue collection, but the future of lawful, skill-
based digital enterprises across India.”The 
government contends that a 28% GST should apply 
to the total contest entry amount, effectively taxing 
the entire prize pool. However, gaming companies 
argue that GST should only be levied on their 
platform fees or commission, as many of these 
games involve skill rather than chance.

Game of  skills involving 
money is gambling: Govt to 
SC

Wall Street's nine-day winning 
streak ended Monday as oil prices 
fell to a four-year low following an 
OPEC+ output boost. Tech stocks 
and Buffett's exit also weighed on 
markets.

Sensex down over 80 points, Nifty 
above 24,400; pharma stocks tumble

NEW DELHI. 

shock of tariffs and the growing trade Hoffmann-Burchardi, chief investment Pak national trying to enter India through 
war. President Donald Trump has officer of global equities at UBS Global Punjab border arrested

The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell imposed import taxes on a wide range of Wealth Management.
That uncertainty will overshadow the 98.60 points, or 0.2%, to 41,218.83. The 

Federal Reserve’s meeting this week.Nasdaq composite fell 133.49 points, or 
The Fed is expected to hold its benchmark 0.7%, to 17,844.24.Technology 

interest rate steady on Wednesday. It cut companies and other big stocks were 
the rate three times in 2024 before among the heaviest weights on the 
taking a more cautious stance. The market. Apple slumped 3.1%, while 
central bank was concerned that Amazon fell 1.9% and Tesla slipped 
inflation, while easing, was still 2.4%.Berkshire Hathaway fell 5.1%. 
stubbornly hovering just above its target Legendary investor Warren Buffett Stocks closed lower on 

Wall Street Monday, breaking a nine-day rate of 2%. Concerns about inflation announced over the weekend that he 
winning streak, as oil prices hit a four- reigniting have only grown amid the would step down as CEO by the end of 
year low after the OPEC+ group global trade war sparked by Trump’s imports, prompting retaliation from the year after six decades at the helm. 
announced plans to increase output.The tariff policy.global trading partners. Many of the Buffett will still be chairman of the board 
losses came amid a relatively calm day of more severe tariffs that were supposed to of directors.The OPEC+ group of eight The economy has shown some signs that it 
mostly mixed trading. They follow 

go into effect in April were delayed by oil producing nations announced over the is feeling the impact from tariffs and the several weeks of gains that helped the 
three months, with the notable exception weekend that it will raise its output by uncertainty over Trump's policy. The market wipe away its losses since the 
of tariffs against China.The delays have 411,000 barrels per day as of June 1. U.S. economy shrank 0.3% in the first ongoing trade war began.The S&P 500 

quarter, marking the first drop in three US crude oil prices fell 2% to $57.13 per provided some relief to Wall Street, fell 36.29 points, or 0.6%, to 5,650.38. 
years.The economy is still showing signs barrel. Many producers can no longer though uncertainty about the impact from The decline broke the benchmark index's 
of resilience, however. Consumers have turn a profit once oil falls below $60. longest winning streak since 2004. current and future tariffs continues to 

STORIES YOU MAY LIKE grown more cautious, but still continue to Prices are down sharply for the year over hang over markets and the economy.
spend. Economic activity in the services “Uncertainty remains elevated and worries about an economic slowdown. Terrorists killed her husband, toxic trolls 
sector continued expanding in April, economic data will likely weaken in the The energy sector led the losses within attempt character assassination
according to a survey from the Institute coming months, meaning further bouts of the S&P 500. Exxon Mobil shed Third Indian student arrested in US in 2 
for Supply Management.volatility are likely," said Ulrike 2.8%.Markets have been absorbing the weeks for trying to dupe elderly person
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Shane Watson revealed that 
the ultimate challenge for the 
GT batters will be to put 
Jasprit Bumrah off  his mark 
during their match at the 
Wankhede stadium on May 6. 
Bumrah has been in top form 
with the ball after his return 
from injury.

NEWS BOX

New Delhi. building consistency ahead of the next West Indies have named a strong 
World Cup, which will be hosted jointly by 15-member squad for their upcoming six-
S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  Z i m b a b w e ,  a n d  match ODI tour of Europe, with seasoned 
Namibia."These matches form a critical wicketkeeper-batter Shai Hope continuing 
component towards the 2027 World Cup and as captain. The Caribbean side will take on 
there are signs of the team building Ireland and England in three ODIs each later 
consistency following the series sweep 

this month, with the series forming a crucial 
against Bangladesh and the win over 

step in their preparations for the ICC Men's England late last year," Sammy said.
Cricket World Cup 2027. "We expect the conditions to be challenging 

The squad includes a solid core of experienced but we are creating a culture and mindset 
batters in Brandon King, Evin Lewis, and which emphasize playing the brand of 
Keacy Carty, while 19-year-old Jewel cricket that is taking us closer to some of our 
Andrew-a standout performer at the 2024 overall objectives."In addition to the squad 
ICC U-19 Men's Cricket World Cup-has 3-0 series sweep over Bangladesh late last announcement, Cricket West Indies 
earned a call-up. However, Shimron year, followed by an impressive home series confirmed changes in the coaching setup. 
Hetmyer misses out as he remains engaged win against England. Head coach Daren Former fast bowler and 2012 T20 World 
in the IPL with Rajasthan Royals.The squad Sammy is optimistic about maintaining Cup winner Ravi Rampaul replaces James 
largely resembles the group that registered a momentum as the team works toward Franklin as bowling coach. 

experiencing a new challenge, taking myself 
out of my comfort zone and pushing myself 
b o t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a n d  
personally."However, the announcement 
has sparked mixed reactions among the 
Anfield faithful. While many have 
expressed gratitude and well-wishes, a 
section of the fan base responded with anger. 
In a video shared by betting platform 
Midnite on social media platform X, one 
supporter was seen burning an Alexander-
Arnold jersey in protest. The number 66 
shirt, emblazoned with the defender’s name, 
was engulfed in flames, reflecting the 
emotional weight of the news.Liverpool 
responded with an official statement, 
acknowledging his contribution and wishing 
him the best: "Alexander-Arnold will depart Liverpool Liverpool fans expressed anger 
with our gratitude and appreciation for his after right-back Trent Alexander-Arnold 
contribution during a sustained period of officially announced his decision to leave 
success," the club said in a statement.including two Premier League titles and a the club at the end of the 2024–25 season. 

Champions League crown, cited the desire The England international, who joined the The news comes with Liverpool still having 
for a new challenge and personal growth as Reds at the age of six, revealed his departure three matches left in their campaign, and 
his reasons for leaving."This club has been via a heartfelt message on social media, Alexander-Arnold hopes his decision won’t 
my whole life – my whole world - for 20 calling it the "hardest decision" of his overshadow the team's achievements. "I just 
years," Alexander-Arnold said in his life.The 26-year-old England defender has hope the noise doesn’t take away from what 
statement. "From the Academy right through opted not to renew his contract and is we’ve achieved this season," he said.
until now, the support and love I have felt expected to join Spanish giants Real Madrid As he prepares to don the white of Real 
from everyone inside and outside of the club on a free transfer, with reports suggesting a Madrid, Alexander-Arnold leaves behind a 
will stay with me forever. I will forever be in six-year deal is already in place. Alexander- legacy at Anfield that few can match—both 
debt to you all."But, I have never known Arnold, who has made 352 appearances and as a generational talent and a local lad who 
anything else and this decision is about won eight major trophies with Liverpool, lived the Liverpool dream.

Liverpool fans burn Alexander-Arnold's jersey 
after defender announces departure

New Delhi. Mumbai Indians (MI) will aim to 
continue their winning juggernaut as they 
take on Gujarat Titans (GT) in Match 56 of 
the Indian Premier League 2025 (IPL 2025) 
on Tuesday, May 6 at Wankhede Stadium, 
Mumbai. The Hardik Pandya-led side is 
coming into the fixture on the back of a 
dominant 100-run victory over the Rajasthan 
Royals (RR).MI have made a remarkable 
turnaround after winning just one out of their 
first five fixtures and are on a six-match 
winning streak. The five-time champions 
have only achieved the feat twice in their 
golden history and are once again looking 
like the team to beat in the ongoing season 
after having got most of their things 
together.The top order is finally firing for MI 

with Rohit Sharma and Ryan Rickelton 
getting the team off to fiery starts while the 
bowling attack led by the formidable new-
ball pair of Jasprit Bumrah and Trent Boult. 
Hence, MI have found their groove and are 
going to be hard to stop going ahead in the 
season.On the other hand, Gujarat are 
coming into the fixture after beating 
Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) by 38 runs. The 
Shubman Gill-led side has been at the top of 
their game as they currently sit on the fourth 
spot on the points table with seven victories 
from ten matches.

Gujarat’s top order, consisting of Shubman 
Gill, Sai Sudhsarsan and Jos Buttler, has 
been firing all cylinders and has proved to be 
a major headache for the opposition. Apart 
from that, the bowling attack led by Prasidh 
Krishna and Mohammed Siraj has been the 
reason behind the downfalls of several 
batting lineups. R Sai Kishore has also done a 
fabulous job of stemming the run flow in the 
middle overs.Hence, the upcoming fixture is 
expected to be a mouth-watering clash with 
both teams at the top of their game. The 
winner of the match will climb to the top of 
the points table, and both teams will look to 
bring their A game to the fore to further 
strengthen their playoffs chances.

the first few games for Mumbai this season, Titans batters, they're gonna have their work making ability and wait for a loose delivery. 
made a slow start to life in IPL 2025 but has cut out because as a starting point, been able However, with Bumrah, the former Aussie 
found his groove in the past few games. The to handle Jasprit Bumrah, find a way to be all-rounder feels that not a loose balls will be 
India pacer has been more aggressive in his available for the GT batters."But the 
approach this season and has 11 wickets one thing that you kow with Shubman 
from 7 matches. Gill and also with Sai Sudharsan is they 

GT batters, especially the top three of just trust their batting, but they trust 
Shubman Gill, Sai Sudharsan and Jos their shot-making ability where they 
Buttler, have been the main reason behind know that there's gonna be a loose ball 
their side's success in IPL 2025 and will available to them in some way, shape, or 
have the task of going up against Bumrah. form. But when you're up against 
Speaking to Star Sports, Watson said that Bumrah, very rarely does he actually 
GT's first major challenge will be to score bowl a loose ball, so that's where the 
runs off Bumrah as it will be tough to put challenge is going to be for those two 
off the star pacer."It's tough facing Jasprit guys in particular. How we're going to 
Bumrah in any format anywhere. He's just find a way to be able to put Jasprit 
that good. And the thing about Jasprit Bumrah off knowing that I have to stand able to score some runs off him, try to put him 
Bumrah, even if he has a bad day, he might still and react, I'm not really going to get too off. How you put him off, I've got no idea, to New Delhi. Shane Watson feels that putting not get a wicket, and he goes for around 7 many loose balls coming my way, so that's be honest," said Watson.Jasprit Bumrah off his mark will be the runs an over. That's his really bad day."It is going to be the ultimate battle it is for any 'Bumrah won't give too many loose balls'ultimate challenge for the GT batters during just mind-blowing how incredibly good batter, but especially those world-class Watson feels that the likes of Gill and their clash against MI. Bumrah, who missed Jasper Bumrah is. So, look, the Gujarat batters of GT," he added.Sudharsan will trust their batting and shot-

New Delhi.  

c o n s i s t e n t  e n o u g h  w i t h  o u r
performances. We've spoken about not 
being able to put together a complete 
game, and today was shaping up to be 
one. It's frustrating we couldn't finish it, 
but that's the nature of cricket."With the 
abandonment, SRH remained on just 
seven points from eleven matches, 
effectively ending their playoff hopes. 
In contrast, Delhi Capitals moved to 13 
points and stayed in the race for a top-
four finish.It has been a season to forget 
for SRH, who were expected to be 
strong contenders following their 
explosive batting displays in 2024. But 
this year, the team struggled to replicate 
that form, suffering from frequent 
batting collapses and inconsistent 
execution with both bat and ball.Vettori 
acknowledged that the team must learn 
from the experience. "We've got to 

Sunrisers Hyderabad head coach accept where we are. We've had 
Daniel Vettori lamented his team's lack of 

moments where we've shown our 
consistency, which he believes was the key 

potential, but we haven't backed it up factor behind their disappointing campaign 
game after game," he said.in IPL 2025. After finishing as runners-up 

With three matches still to play, SRH will last season, SRH failed to replicate their 
now look to salvage pride and test their strong bowling performance restricted DC to innings meant the match could not resume, form and cohesion, ultimately crashing out 

133/7. Led by Pat Cummins, the Sunrisers' and both teams were forced to share a point.of playoff contention on Monday following a bench strength. The focus will likely shift to 
pace attack dismantled the Delhi top order rain-abandoned match against Delhi preparing for next season, with an eye on "Obviously, it's disappointing," Vettori said at 
and looked poised to chase down the target. Capitals.SRH had a must-win game on their building a more balanced and dependable the post-match press conference. "We came 
However, relentless rain after the first hands and appeared to be in control after a squad.in with high hopes, but we haven't been 

Put Jasprit Bumrah off his mark: Shane 
Watson's ultimate challenge for GT 

IPL 2025: Coach Vettori blames lack of 
consistency for SRH's early elimination

Shai Hope to lead West Indies squad for ODI 
series against Ireland and England

New Delhi. Star India batter Virat Kohli’s 
school teacher, Vibha Sachdev, has revealed 
that he had aspirations to be India’s next 
Sachin Tendulkar since his childhood. Virat 
Kohli is today touted as the best batter across 
formats and the true successor to Tendulkar. 
The 36-year-old is currently in the middle of 
another prolific IPL season, being the 
highest run scorer of the tournament so far 
with 505 runs from 11 matches.Recently, 
Kohli’s school teacher opened up about his 
early days and revealed that he loved 
participating in all school activities. She also 
stated that Kohli had made up his mind to be 
India’s next Sachin Tendulkar right from a 
young age as people took notice of his sheer 
grit and confidence.“His eyes were very 
expressive. Virat was an active participant in 
all the school activities, he was an 
enthusiastic and eager participant of all the 
interhouse activities. ‘Ma’am, I will be the 
next Sachin Tendulkar of Indian Team‘ was 
the oft repeated 
quote, yes at that 
time sometimes it 
made us smile at 
the sheer grit and 
confidence of the 
wide eyed boy,” 
Vibha Sachdev 
t o l d  
Cricadium.Further
m o r e ,  V i b h a  
S a c h d e v  a l s o  
revealed that Kohli 
worked really hard to excel in both sports 
and academics. However, his studies took a 
backseat while he had to practice.

“Virat always scored well in his exams. He 
was an above-average performer, and the 
only time he would lose a few marks was 
when his practices took his time away. ‘I 
prepared for my exam late after I came back 
from my practices', Was something that we 
used to hear very frequently from him. He 
worked very hard to excel in both sports and 
academics, and the teachers at Vishal Bharti 
Public School, Paschim Vihar fully 
understood his struggle and cooperated with 
him by giving him added guidance,” he 
added.Meanwhile, Kohli is playing for 
Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) in the 
ongoing IPL, and the Rajat Patidar-led side 
is having a golden run, being at the top of the 
points table so far. RCB are comfortably 
sitting at the top with eight wins from 11 
matches, having 16 points to their name. 
They will be eager to continue their winning 
run against Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) on 
Friday, May 9 in Lucknow.

Virat Kohli always said I will 
be next Sachin Tendulkar, 

reveals school teacher

New Delhi.  Shubman Gill has been one of 
those cricketers who have thrived under the 
burden of responsibility that comes with 
leading a side," Gujarat Titans' Director of 
Cricket, Vikram Solanki, said. In his second 
year as captain of the 2022 champions, Gill 
has appeared comfortable in IPL 2025, both 
with the bat and in his tactical decisions on the 
field.The Gujarat Titans currently occupy 
fourth spot with 14 points from just 10 games 
and are well-placed to reach the playoffs for 
the first time since 2023. Gill appeared 
somewhat flustered during his maiden stint as 
captain of the Titans, but with a more well-
rounded attack this season, the young star has 
looked at ease, navigating the pressures of a 
high-profile tournament such as the IPL."As 
far as leadership is concerned, he has really 
grown into the role of captaincy," Solanki said 
while addressing a press conference on the 
eve of their IPL 2025 match against the 
Mumbai Indians in Mumbai."When you have 
somebody as gifted, as talented, as 
exceptional as Shubman is as a batsman, 
sometimes you might have concerns about 
whether the weight of leadership would bear 
heavily. I don't think that's been the case. You 
sometimes see that people thrive in such 
responsibility roles, and Shubman has 

certainly been that," he added.
Gill, who clinched the Orange Cap in 2023 with 

890 runs, managed just 426 runs in 12 
matches last season. However, in IPL 2025, 
Gill has already amassed 465 runs in 10 
matches at a strike rate of 162 - his best in the 
IPL so far.

WHAT MAKES GILL-SAI JODI A HIT
Gill and Sai Sudharsan have forged a 

sensational opening combination, setting the 
stage alight at the top of the order. The pair has 
added 628 runs - the most for any partnership 
this season, a remarkable 173 runs more than 
their nearest rivals, Virat Kohli and Devdutt 
Padikkal.When asked about the secret behind 
Gill and Sudharsan's success at the top, 
Solanki said: "You can only credit them and 
their success, credit their partnership, to their 
hard work."There is the nuance that they are 
similar in terms of how they approach the 
game. They are fairly traditional in how they 
set themselves up. At their core, they have a 
solid technique and an understanding and 
appreciation for facing the new ball, where 
there can be some movement.

MI vs GT, IPL 2025 Preview: 
Predicted XI, team news and 

Mumbai pitch conditions

Shubman Gill not affected by 
weight of captaincy: Gujarat 

Titans director Solanki

ZSunrisers Hyderabad were 
eliminated from the play-offs 
race

ZDaniel Vettori blamed lack of  
consistency from his side in 
IPL 2025

ZSRH will now look to salvage 
pride and test their bench 
strength

ZHarry Kane finally breaks his 
title drought as Bayern Munich 
secure the Bundesliga 
championship. Freiburg's draw 
with Leverkusen ensured 
Bayern's triumph, highlighting 
the competitive nature of  the 
league.
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