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CMs from NDA-ruled states pass
resolution hailing Operation Sindoor

The Sikh Times
Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, May 25: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday praised the
success of Operation Sindoor, pointing
out that it was a reaffirmation of the
achievements the country has made in
the defence sector. While addressing
chief ministers and deputy chief minis-
ters of Bharatiya Janata Party-led
National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
ruled states, he said the Union govern-
ment’s decision to carry out caste enu-
meration is a step towards bringing the
marginalised and those on the margins of
development into the mainstream said
people aware of the details. A resolution
hailing the valour of the armed forces
during Operation Sindoor, India’s mili-
tary strike against terror camps in
Pakistan; and government’s iteration of a
new national narrative that the country
will respond to any terrorist attack decisively was
passed at the meeting. A second resolution lauding
the caste census that was announced by the Union
government earlier this month was also passed.

Haryana chief minister Nayab Saini proposed a res-
olution on caste enumeration. BJP president JP
Nadda said the ruling NDA does not believe in

caste politics, but caste enumeration will help those
left behind in different fields to develop. According
to people aware of the details, Rajasthan CM
Bhajan Lal Sharma moved the resolution, congrat-
ulating the unprecedented success of Operation

Sindoor. Maharashtra deputy CM and Shiv Sena
leader Eknath Shinde seconded the resolution that
hailed the armed forces and the “decisive, coura-

geous, and nation-first leadership of
Narendra Modi”. The document com-
mended the “exemplary bravery,
strategic military precision, and unwa-
vering dedication to the nation demon-
strated by the defense forces during
Operation Sindoor and the strong and
unequivocal message delivered to
cross-border terrorists.” The NDA gov-
ernment’s commitment to India’s sov-
ereignty and national security, historic
reforms under PM Modi for defense
forces — including One Rank One
Pension, indigenisation, infrastructure
development along the borders, and
modernisation also found mention in
the resolution. “There was endorse-
ment of a new national narrative- India
will respond to any terrorist attack

decisively — and strictly on India’s terms,” said a
person aware of the details. Seconding the resolu-
tion Shinde said, “Operation Sindoor is not just a
military operation; it is a symbol of India’s national
resolve.

PM Modi has shown visionary leadership by taking historic
decision of nationwide caste census: Nayab Singh Saini

The Sikh Times
Sourabh Sharma

Chandigarh, May 25 - Haryana Chief
Minister Sh. Nayab Singh Saini said
Prime Minister Sh. Narendra Modi has
shown visionary leadership by taking
the historic decision of conducting a
nationwide caste census. This deci-
sion is an unprecedented step
towards social justice which will pave
the way to provide rights and oppor-
tunities to the most deprived and neg-
lected sections of society. The Chief
Minister said this in the meeting of
Chief Ministers and Deputy Chief
Ministers of the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) chaired by Prime
Minister Sh. Narendra Modi in New
Delhi today. In this meeting, a resolu-
tion was passed praising the valour of
the armed forces in Operation
Sindoor and the courageous leader-
ship of the Prime Minister. Along
with Prime Minister Sh. Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister Sh. Amit Shah,

Defence Minister Sh. Rajnath Singh and
BJP National President Sh. Jagat Prakash
Nadda also attended this one-day confer-
ence. The Chief Minister said the mantra
of the government ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas and Sabka Vishwas’ has been vivid-

ly manifested in this decision. The caste
census will help in understanding the

socio-economic condition of the deprived
communities, which will lead to targeted
policies for their education, employment
and overall progress. This effort reflects
the unwavering commitment to bring the
light of development to every corner of

society. He said the caste cen-
sus will accurately assess the
real condition of various com-
munities, making the schemes
more effective. This is part of
the vision of the government,
which focuses on providing
equal opportunity and respect
to every Indian. This step of
the government will raise the
standard of living of the most
vulnerable sections of society,
which is another example of
people-centric governance.
The Chief Minister said the
Prime Minister showed his
generosity and foresight by
accepting this long-standing

demand. This move proves that the gov-
ernment respects the views of all and is

capable of taking big decisions in national
interest and this leadership will bring
more glory to India on the global plat-
form. Sh. Nayab Singh Saini said the
Congress only did politics on the issue of
caste census for a long time. By repeated-
ly postponing the issue and using it as a
political weapon, the party not only
stopped the progress towards social jus-
tice but also promoted division in society
on caste basis. He said this hindered the
deprived communities from getting their
fair share and benefits of government
schemes. He said the government has
repeatedly proved its sensitivity towards
the poor and deprived with revolutionary
schemes like Ujjwala Yojana, Ayushman
Bharat, PM Awas Yojana and Jan Dhan
Yojana. Now, the decision of caste census
will further strengthen these efforts, so
that every section can take advantage of
the welfare governance of the govern-
ment. The Chief Minister said this deci-
sion of the government for the underpriv-
ileged will be written in golden letters in
the history of India. 

Pakistan on notice, any future misadventure 
will lead to its destruction: J&K L-G

The Sikh Times
Navdeep Singh Sahni

Jammu, May 25: Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on
Sunday said Pakistan has been put
on notice and if it resorts to any mis-
adventure in future, the Indian
armed forces will make sure to
destroy the “terrorist state”.
Assuring people that there will be no
discrimination between terrorists
and their supporters, Sinha said
“their actions will be met with similar
punishments”. Addressing the All J-
K Jat Sabha here, the lieutenant gov-
ernor (L-G) highlighted the valour of
the armed forces and reaffirmed the
government's resolve to completely
rid Jammu and Kashmir of terrorism.
“Pakistan is on notice. If it resorts to
any misadventure in future, our armed
forces will make sure to destroy this terror-
ist state. I assure the people that there will
be no discrimination between armed ter-
rorists and their supporters and sympathis-

ers. Their actions will be met with similar
punishments,” Sinha said. He also appealed
to the Jat community and all sections of
society to strengthen their resolve and

unite in the fight against the divisive forces
threatening peace and social fabric in the
country. “In these challenging times, your
responsibility to uphold national unity is
more crucial than ever,” Sinha said. Stating
that the Jat community has a rich legacy of

valour, courage and sacrifice, the L-G said,
“A significant population of the Jat commu-
nity resides near our borders, making
them the country's first line of defence. I

am proud that your devotion to the
motherland has deepened the spirit
of nationalism in the society.” Sinha
also paid homage to the victims of
the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack
and those killed in Pakistani
shelling between May 7 and 10,
after India launched Operation
Sindoor to hit terror camps across
the border. “The Government of
India is committed to proper reha-
bilitation of the affected families,”
he said. “We must celebrate our
diversity and foster unity to defeat
the adversary's nefarious designs.
Our brave armed forces scripted a

new saga of valour with Operation Sindoor.
“It is now our sacred task to transform the
vision of a united and Viksit Bharat into
reality and pay a fitting tribute to our brave-
hearts who cherished the dream of a pow-
erful nation,” Sinha said. 

Special session of Parliament will send message of unity in
India's fight against Pak-sponsored terrorism: Pilot

The Sikh Times
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, May 25: Congress leader
Sachin Pilot on Sunday said the opposition
has been demanding that the government
convene a special session of Parliament
and added this would send a message of
unity to entire world in India's fight
against Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.
The support that the government has got
from the country and the opposition on
what should be the response post the
Pahalgam terror attack is unprecedented
and unconditional, Pilot said. The
Congress leader said that a unified voice
would be raised against Pakistan-spon-
sored terrorism if a special session of
Parliament is convened which will send a
message of India's unity against terrorism
to the world. "We had demanded a special
session of Parliament so that one voice
goes out in entire world that entire India is
united for country's sovereignty and

integrity... and in this fight to weed out
Pakistan-sponsored terror," he told a
news conference here along with Rohtak
MP Deepender Singh Hooda and
other Congress leaders from
Haryana. Pilot said the multi-party
delegation, currently visiting differ-
ent nations as part of the Centre's
global diplomatic outreach to draw
attention to India's fight against
cross-border terrorism, especially
in the wake of the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack, would have
got even more weight to keep their
views had the Parliament session
been convened before they were
sent. Pilot, a former deputy chief
minister of Rajasthan, was address-
ing the media here on the sidelines of 'Jai
Hind Sabha', which the Congress is
organizing across India to salute the
supreme valour and success of the armed
forces. These meetings will see the
involvement of army veterans, party lead-

ers and the general public, Congress gen-
eral secretary in-charge organisation K C
Venugopal had recently said in a post on

X. Referring to the Operation Sindoor,
Pilot said the Congress extended full sup-
port to the government after the
Pahalgam terror attack in which 26 people
were killed to give a befitting response to
the perpetrators of the cowardly incident.

"While we are all proud of our armed
forces, it saddens me when some senior
BJP leaders in responsible positions like

Madhya Pradesh Minister Vijay
Shah and Rajya Sabha MP from
Haryana Ram Chander Jangra are
using indecent language with regard
to our brave army officers and peo-
ple killed in Pahalgam attack and
their families," he added. Pilot asked
whether the BJP will take any action
against such leaders and remove
them from their posts. Jangra on
Saturday stoked a row by saying that
the tourists who came under terror-
ist attack in Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam should have put up a fight
and the women, who lost their hus-

bands, should have acted like 'veerangna'
(warrior women). He claimed that the
number of casualties would have been low
had the tourists undergone Agniveer
training and the ladies "lacked" the spirit
of warrior women. 

Pakistan will pay increasingly
higher price for backing 
terror: Shashi Tharoor

The Sikh Times
Naresh Malhotra

New Delhi: May 25: New Delhi: India has demon-
strated that Pakistan will have to pay an increasingly
higher price for backing terror attacks against the
country because Islamabad has failed to display any
seriousness about tackling terrorism, Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor, the leader of an all-party delegation
visiting the US, said on Sunday. Tharoor also highlight-
ed India’s attempts in the past to work with Pakistan to
tackle terrorism, such as in the aftermath of the 2008
Mumbai terror attacks and the 2016 Pathankot attack.
Pakistan is a “revisionist power” that is willing to use

terror to gain control of Indian territory and the
Pahalgam attack of April 22 was aimed at undermining
normalisation in Jammu and Kashmir and provoking a
backlash in the rest of India since the terrorists target-
ed only Hindus, Tharoor said during an interaction
with think tanks and the media at the Indian consulate
in New York. The delegation led by Tharoor is one of
seven teams of parliamentarians, political leaders and
former diplomats that the Indian government has sent
to different parts of the world to inform key partners of
New Delhi’s new approach to combating cross-border
terrorism and to explain the rationale behind
Opeartion Sindoor, launched on May 7 to target terror-
ist infrastructure in Pakistan. “No one sitting in
Pakistan is going to be allowed to believe that they can
just walk across the border and kill our citizens with
impunity. There will be a price to pay and that price has
been going up systematically,” Tharoor said. He noted
that India responded to the Uri attack of 2016 with sur-
gical strikes across the Line of Control (LoC) and the
Pulwama suicide bombing of 2019 with an air strike on
a terrorist camp across the international border. “Now,
we have not just crossed the LoC, we have also crossed
the international border. We have hit Pakistan in their
heartland and we’ve done so only to send a message
about terror. We remain absolutely clear that we are
not interested in warfare with Pakistan,” he said.

By-polls to 2 Guj seats on
Jun 19 as AAP, Cong seek to

challenge BJP dominance
New Delhi, May 25: By-elections to Gujarat’s

Visavadar and Kadi assembly seats will be held on
June 19 and the results will be announced four days
later, the Election Commission of India (ECI) said on
Sunday, setting the stage for a three-way contest
between the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and
Opposition Congress and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP). A
gazette notification for the by-elections will be issued
on Monday. The scrutiny of nominations will take
place on June 3. The candidates can withdraw their
names until June 5. AAP lawmaker Bhupendra
Bhayani’s resignation and defection to the BJP neces-
sitated the by-poll to the Visavadar seat in the
Junagadh district. The defection reduced AAP’s
strength in the assembly to four, making Visavadar
critical to the party’s foothold in the region. The
Mehsana district’s Kadi (Scheduled Caste) seat fell
vacant following lawmaker Karshanbhai Solanki’s
death in February. The AAP has named former state
chief Gopal Italia as its candidate from Visavadar, bank-
ing on his advocacy for farmers and anti-corruption
activism to regain the seat it won in the 2022 assembly
polls. The BJP has historically dominated Visavadar,
particularly during former chief minister Keshubhai
Patel’s tenure. It is yet to field a candidate. The BJP is
expected to capitalise on Bhayani’s defection to wrest
the seat. 

Sleeping police sub-inspector
dies as ACP office roof collapses

Ghaziabad, May 25: In a shocking incident,
a police sub-inspector died on Saturday after the
roof of the ACP office in Ghaziabad's Ankur
Vihar collapsed following heavy rain in Delhi
and its surrounding areas. The deceased was
identified as sub-inspector Virendra Mishra. He
was a reader of ACP Ankur Vihar and had slept
in the office on Saturday night. Ajay Kumar
Singh, the ACP of Ankur Vihar, said the police
came to know about the incident in the morn-
ing. "During heavy rainfall and gusty winds, the
roof of the office collapsed, and the debris fell on
the SI who was sleeping on a bed. We came to
know early morning about the roof collapse, but
the SI had passed away by then," he told HT.
The police have sent the body for a post-mortem
and have ordered a probe. Delhi and the nation-
al capital region cities were on Saturday night
battered by rain and thunderstorms, which dis-
rupted flight operations, uprooted trees and
electricity poles, and triggered waterlogging in
several areas. The sudden change in weather
led to a sharp drop in mercury, with the city
recording a minimum temperature of 19.8
degrees Celsius, 6.9 degrees below the normal.
The India Meteorological Department said the
city's primary weather station at Safdarjung
recorded winds gusting up to 82 kmph and 81.2
mm of rain in six hours -- between 11.30 pm and
5.30 am. 

The Sikh Times
Sanjay Kumar

Patna, May 25: Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) leader Tejashwi Yadav on
Sunday reacted to the expulsion of

his elder brother, Tej Pratap Yadav,
from the party for ‘irresponsible
behaviour’ and said the party “can-
not tolerate such things”. Tej Pratap
Yadav was expelled from the party
for six years by RJD chief Lalu
Prasad Yadav for his “irresponsible
behaviour”. The RJD supremo also
snapped all family ties with his elder
son. The expulsion comes a day
after Tej Pratap Yadav shared a pho-
tograph with a woman on social
media, referring to her as his ‘part-

ner’ of nearly 12 years. The post was
soon deleted and Tej Pratap Yadav
claimed that his Facebook account
was hacked and that his photos
were edited wrongfully. “We cannot

tolerate such things, we are
working and are dedicated to
the people of Bihar. If it's
about my big brother, political
life and personal life are differ-
ent. He has the right to make
his personal decisions. He is
an adult and free to make deci-
sions,” Tejashwi Yadav told
reporters on the expulsion of
his elder brother from the
party. "Our party's chief has
made it clear, and ever since

he has said so, it is his feelings. We
didn't question such things... What
he is doing in his personal life,
nobody asks before doing anything.
I have come to know about it via the
media only," he added. Lalu Yadav
wrote on microblogging platform X
that the “activities, public conduct
and irresponsible behaviour of the
eldest son are not in accordance
with our family values ??and tradi-
tions.” "Ignoring moral values ??in

‘Can’t tolerate': What Tejashwi Yadav said
on brother Tej Pratap’s expulsion from RJD
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Gurgaon. Seven persons, including three company as usual. But this time, people behind the complaints.The regional 
children, gasped for breath in Basai and started vomiting severely and feeling officer of the state pollution board, 
had to be rushed to hospital after a dizzy," said Mahesh, a resident. He Akanksha Tanwar, said a previous 
mysterious odour — possibly caused by a emphasised the ongoing threat posed by complaint about the same factory had 
gas leak — from a nearby auto parts factories operating in residential areas, yielded no evidence of chemical or gas 
factory turned their evening into a where toxic gases and chemicals are leakage during investigation.SDM 
nightmare of nausea and fear. routinely used and produced. Paramjit appointed an investigator, duty 

magistrate naib tehsildar Ashish Kumar, The incident, which occurred late on Friday The incident prompted swift action from 
who found that the auto parts company evening, sent shockwaves through the authorities, with a senior civil hospital 
primarily manufactures bolts, and no gas area when residents began experiencing doctor alerting police about the 
was detected during a site inspection.He severe symptoms, such as eye irritation, possibility of more patients requiring 
said authorities would continue to vomiting, and acute stomach pain. The treatment.
investigate the mysterious circumstances victims — Sarita, Geeta, Khushi, Annu, However, residents questioned the response 
that led to the mass illness, with focus on Pooja, and children Srishti, Drishti, and from officials. Sanjeev Bansal, president 
gathering detailed information about Devansh — were taken to the Sector-10 of the Sai Industries Association, 
industrial operations in the area. "The Civil Hospital as their conditions suggested an alternative narrative, 
incident has raised serious questions deteriorated.The alleged gas leak pointing to a long-standing dispute 
about industrial safety standards and the triggered immediate protests from local between the complainant and the factory 
coexistence of factories and residential residents, who kept the factory gates owner."An impartial investigation should 
areas in Gurgaon's rapidly expanding locked until cops intervened."Around be conducted in this matter," he insisted, 
urban landscape," he added.8pm, chemicals were being used in the hinting at possible ulterior motives 

Heatwave to stay for three days, says 
met dept, humidity to make it worse

7 in hospital after ‘mystery odour’ from Basai factory

How Haryana plans to cut groundwater deficit by 50%

Gurgaon: Tasked by Supreme Court to 
define what constitutes Aravalis, 
Haryana govt is close to finalising its 
criteria and one of the proposals under 
discussion as a central component of 
this is to have a relative height 
benchmark of 100 metres from the 
surrounding geographical base, 
according to sources involved in the 
process.The exercise, whose purpose 
is to give Aravalis a uniform definition 
across the four states that the ancient 
ranges run across, began last year. On 
May 9, 2024, Supreme directed the 
Union environment ministry (MoEF) 
and the govts of Delhi, Rajasthan, 
Haryana and Gujarat to come up with a 
uniform definition during proceedings 
in an illegal mining case.The court 
ordered this when amicus curiae K 
Parmeshwar, in response to SC's 
instructions to the states to not renew 
leases or issue new ones for stone or 
sand quarrying in the hills without its 
permission, said the issue was 
complicated due to lack of consensus 
over what constituted Aravalis.

Recently, chief secretary Anurag Rastgi 
convened a high-level meeting with 
officials from various departments, 
including forests, to finalise the state's 
approach to Aravali identification. 
According to sources present at the 
meeting, the state could submit its 
guidelines as early as this month. The 
sources said discussions, though in the 
closing stages, are ongoing and a 
decision on the finl criteria is yet to be 
taken.States will submit their final 
criteria to a technical sub-committee 
formed by MoEF that is chaired by the 
director-general of Forest Survey of 
I n d i a  ( F S I )  a n d  i n c l u d e s  
representatives of Geological Survey 
of India (GSI) and Survey of India 
(SoI).According to the minutes of a 
meeting held on Apr 28 this year by 
state officials, Haryana agreed to 
follow "the definition and area of 
Aravalli hills and ranges by taking the 
benchmark fixed by FSI for Rajasthan".

FSI recommended a comprehensive 
methodology based on multiple 
parameters — terrain slope (greater 
than 3 degrees).

News box

Cyclist dies in hit & run near 
Panchgaon Chowk
Gurgaon.A 30-year-old cyclist was killed after being hit 

by a rashly driven truck near Panchgaon Chowk on 
Thursday evening.The victim, Kanhia Kumar, hailed 
from Uttar Pradesh and was living in rented 
accommodation in Panchgaon with his friend Dilip 
Kumar, who is also the complainant in the case. Both 
worked at a private company in the vicinity.

According to the FIR, the incident took place around 8:30 
pm on Thursday when the two were returning home from 
work on separate bicycles. As they neared Panchgaon 
Chowk, a speeding canter bearing registration number 
DD01 S 9251 allegedly hit Kanhia head-on."Kanhia was 
flung onto the road and sustained multiple injuries, 
including a severe head injury," Dilip told the police. 
"We rushed him to a private hospital in Manesar in an 
ambulance, but due to the critical nature of his condition, 
he was referred to the civil hospital in Sector 44. 
Unfortunately, he succumbed to his injuries during 
treatment."Based on Dilip's complaint, police have 
registered a case under Sections 106 (causing death by 
negligence) and 281 (rash driving or riding on a public 
way) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) against the 
unknown driver.

temperatures are likely to rise 2-4 degrees persist in Mahendergarh, Rewari, Jhajjar, Gurgaon. Even as southern India welcomes 
in the coming days, with warm night Mewat, Palwal, Faridabad, Rohtak, early monsoon showers, north India 
conditions likely to prevail in southern Sonipat, and Panipat.According to the continues to reel under intense heat. On 
and southeastern districts, including IMD, an upper air cyclonic circulation Saturday, Gurgaon and several other 
Gurgaon. However, thunderstorms and over south Haryana and central Pakistan districts in Haryana witnessed sweltering 

is influencing current weather patterns. conditions, with rising temperatures and 
Isolated places in Chandigarh, oppressive humidity adding to residents' 
Panchkula, Ambala, Yamunanagar, discomfort.The city recorded a sharp 
Kurukshetra, Kaithal, Karnal, and Jind spike in minimum temperature — from 
may see light rain and gusty winds of 40-26.6°C on Friday to 29.1°C — making 
50 kmph.The IMD has cautioned that the night unusually warm.Despite 
prolonged exposure to high daytime and forecast thunderstorm activity, the day 
elevated nighttime temperatures may remained clear and sunny, further 
pose health risks, particularly for exacerbating the discomfort, particularly 
children, the elderly, and those with during peak afternoon hours. The 
existing health conditions. Relief may maximum temperature rose marginally 
arrive around May 28, when thundery to 36.8°C from 36°C the previous 
activity is expected to return.For Sunday, day.With no immediate relief in sight, the lightning are likely to be experienced in 

the city is likely to see minimum and IMD has issued a yellow alert for northern parts of Haryana, which will 
maximum temperatures around 27°C and heatwave conditions and warm nights in spread after May 28," an IMD official 
41°C, respectively. Residents have been parts of Haryana, including Gurgaon, over said.Heatwave conditions are likely to 
advised to stay hydrated and avoid the next three days. Temperatures are affect districts such as Sirsa, Fatehabad, 
exposure to direct sunlight during peak expected to rise by 2 to 4 degrees Celsius Hisar, Jind, Bhiwani, and Charkhi Dadri. 
hours.during the next  48 hours ."Day Meanwhile, warm night conditions may 

Gurgaon. Haryana govt on Tuesday example, we have told them to carry out Integrated Water Resources Action Plan groundwater than it replenishes.Haryana 
announced its latest Integrated Water rooftop rainwater harvesting and ensure (IWRAP) for 2025–2027 is a bold is water stressed as over 1,900 villages are 
Resources Action Plan, under which it zero liquid discharge. Industries have initiative, but experts have identified classified as severely groundwater-
aims to save around 6 billion litres of been directed to use only treated water. several key challenges that could hinder stressed, with water tables deeper than 30 
water, just over half of the state's Our teams have been carrying out several its successful implementation, for meters. Another 1,093 villages are 
projected deficit of 12 billion litres by surveys and have issued closure notices to instance Haryana currently lacks a robust, moderately stressed (depth between 
2027.The plan sets targets for 16 govt more than 80 borewells recently in real-time water monitoring infrastructure. 20–30 meters). Excessive groundwater 
departments, which will be responsible Gurgaon and Faridabad that were found Implementing and maintaining such extraction, especially for agriculture, has 
for saving water over two fiscal years – to be operating without permission. We systems across the state is resource- led to aquifer depletion . Water-intensive 
2025-26 and 2026-2027.Each department are also fitting the tubewells with intensive.Excessive and often illegal crops like paddy are widely grown, 
has been given a target of the amount of telemeters so that we know the extraction of groundwater, especially especially in areas with poor groundwater 
water it needs to save. Of this, over 90% consumption of groundwater," she told through unregulated borewells, continues recharge. Inefficient irrigation practices 
of the target is to be reached by the TOI."The plan mandates 42 interventions to be a major issue. Enforcement of further worsen the situation.
agriculture and irrigation department, that  are  focused on improving regulations remains weak in many Urban settlements are the main guzzlers.
officials told TOI. Key interventions will groundwater recharge, farming practices, areas."Enforcement is difficult due to Gurgaon's water demand for domestic uses, 
include rainwater harvesting, reuse of water harvesting, and wastewater widespread non-compliance, lack of local at 369.7 million cubic metres (MCM) in 
treated water by industries and management. oversight, and political or social 2022-2024, is the highest among all 22 
crackdown on borewells illegally r e s i s t a n c e .  E n s u r i n g  s e a m l e s s  The initiative will also help build the districts of the state. This is more than 
extracting groundwater.Keshni Anand coordination between 16 departments and capacity of local communities to manage double the demand of Faridabad, which 
Arora, chairperson of Haryana Water accountability, and timely reporting water more efficiently. To track the ranks second at 150 MCM, according to 
Resources Authority (HWRA), said the across departments is complex and prone progress of these activities and determine Haryana Water Resources Authority 
plan was the govt's "most comprehensive to bureaucratic delays," said Pradeep their impact, monitoring protocols based (HWRA). At the other end of this 
approach to water management", but he Rawat, water policy expert.Haryana must on aquifers, borewells and rivers could be spectrum are districts such as Charkhi 
acknowledged tha t  "s igni f icant  conserve water. used to compare the outcomes with the Dadri, where most settlements are 
challenges remain".HWRA carried out current situation," said Dr Manish Kumar, According to the Central Groundwater predominantly rural. The district's water 
the study and mapped interventions as research scientist leading the adaptation Authority, 60% of the state's area was in need for domestic use is 21.4 MCM, just 
well. To overcome the challenges, "We & risk analysis group at Center for Study the ‘red' category for excess groundwater about 5% of Gurgaon's demand.Water 
have been taking several steps for of Science, Technology and Policy exploitation. Data collected every year demand for industrial use is equally 
Gurgaon and Panipat like districts. For (CSTEP).The Haryana government's also shows that the state extracts more skewed.

As state finalises its 
terms, will Aravalis be 

defined by height

Waived fines, illegal extensions: MCG road 
contracts under scanner 2 yrs on

waiving the penalty amount on Gurgaon. A Haryana govt audit has 
unjustified grounds," the report stated.revealed how Municipal Corporation of 

Gurgaon (MCG) bent rules and extended According to the report, further 
unwarranted benefits to a Bhiwani-based violations included the absence of a 
construction firm, compromising public mandatory on-site laboratory for 
infrastructure worth Rs 9.4 crore in quality testing.
Sushant Lok-2 and 3.The audit, The audit, examining works from 2023-
conducted by the state's principal 24, was conducted between Jan 30 and 
accountant general, raised questions on Feb 4 this year.Rajesh Kumar, a 
the decision-making process of MCG's supervisor from the firm, defended the 
engineering department and its handling delays, citing late payments from 
of public funds. The investigation MCG. "How can we work when our 
uncovered multiple violations — payments are not released on time," he 
unjustified project extensions, waived sought to know.The firm's owner, 
penalties worth Rs 94 lakh, irregular Sanjay Kumar, however, accepted 
payments of Rs 2.1 crore, and granting extensions was not illegal on its deadlines. In Sushant Lok-3, a Rs 58.5- having received full payments from 
procurement of materials from own, the audit report, accessed by TOI, lakh penalty imposed in Nov 2023 and the corporation and claimed to have 
unauthorised sources. revealed that the former chief engineer recovered in July 2024 was later completed both projects by Jan this year. 

overstepped his authority by taking the cancelled by the former chief engineer, In June 2023, M/s Chirag Construction Residents, however, painted a different 
decisions himself — a power reserved accepting the contractor's claims of Company secured two contracts to build picture. The RWA of Sushant Lok-2 and 
for the commissioner. Adding to these financial constraints and personal issues. roads — a Rs 5.9-crore project in 3 had in April this year filed a complaint 
irregularities, the contractor flouted Similarly, for Sushant Lok-2, the Sushant Lok-3 and a Rs 3.5-crore project on the CM's Window, alleging poor 
tender specifications by procuring contractor's claims about insufficient in Sushant Lok-2, both with six-month construction quality."A laboratory 
bitumen from private companies instead time were entertained, despite the audit completion timelines. The contractor's analysis we got done on our own 
of govt refineries. noting that the evaluation of timeframe repeated requests for extensions, citing revealed that 9 out of 10 specimens failed 

should have been done before monsoon and GRAP restrictions, were Despite these violations, MCG proceeded quality standards," said Pawan Yadav, 
participating in the tender process. The granted till Dec 2024, despite failing to with a payment of Rs 2.1 crore to the the RWA president, who called for an 
audit also found that a Rs 35.4 lakh meet earlier deadlines. For instance, the firm in Oct 2024 for the construction of investigation and action against both the 
penalty levied in Nov 2023 for delayed Sushant Lok-3 project was allowed three the road in Sushant Lok-2. The audit contractor and MCG officials for 
execution in Sushant Lok-2 wasn't extensions from its actual deadline of termed this payment "irregular" and the "wasteful expenditure of public 
deducted from the first running bill of Rs Dec 2023 — the first one till April 30, extensions "unjustified". funds".Asked about the allegations, 
2.1 crore paid to the contractor. "The 2024, the second till Nov 14 that year and MCG commissioner Pradeep Dahiya The report also criticised the handling of 
audit observed that the corporation their till Dec. The other project also said, "I'll look into the matter and take penalties that were levied on the 
extended undue favour to the agency by secured similar extensions.While suitable action as per the law."company for failing to meet the 

Fluent in photosynthesis, 
stumped by ‘prakash 
sanshleshan’: In Noida, Hindi 
to English to Hindi puzzles 
students

Five land in police net after 
three encounters in Noida, 
Ghaziabad
Noida. Five criminals were arrested following three 

separate gunfights in the city and Ghaziabad. The 
accused were involved in theft, snatching, etc.

In the first case, during a routine patrol near Dadri, police 
signalled three men on a motorcycle to stop, but they 
attempted to flee and opened fire at the officials.

Sudhir Kumar, additional deputy commissioner of police, 
Greater Noida, said that in retaliatory fire, Karan (21) 
from Bisrakh was injured, while his associates, Harsh 
(21) from Dadri and Piyush Bansal (19) from Jarcha, 
were arrested in a subsequent combing operation.

Police recovered a pistol, live cartridges, two illegal 
knives, a stolen mobile phone, and an unregistered 
Splendor motorcycle from the accused. The injured 
accused was sent to the hospital and police are probing 
their possible criminal history.In the second incident, 
police arrested a man following an encounter on 
Saturday, during routine checks on the road near DAV. 
Police spotted two men on a motorcycle approaching 
from Wazirabad Road. When signaled to stop, they 
attempted to flee but lost control of the bike. They then 
opened fire at the officials, prompting them to return fire, 
which left one suspect injured.Atul Kumar Singh, 
assistant commissioner of police, Shalimar Garden, said 
the accused, Talib alias Tikki (25) was found in 
possession of an illegal pistol, ammunition, a stolen gold 
chain, and a motorcycle. His accomplice, Monu, 
managed to escape. During interrogation, Talib 
confessed to stealing the gold chain in Shalimar Garden 
earlier this month and revealed he was attempting to sell 
it. Police records show five existing criminal cases 
against Talib across NCR.Also on Saturday, police 
arrested an accused in a separate encounter during 
routine checks near DPS cut, Ghaziabad. Police spotted 
two men on a motorcycle who attempted to flee upon 
seeing them.Poonam Mishra, assistant commissioner of 
police, Nandgram, Sihani Gate, said while attempting to 
flee, they ran into another checkpoint at the MRF Nagar 
Nigam intersection, where their bike slipped and they 
opened fire at the officials. In a retaliatory firing, Rizwan 
(34) from Bulandshahr was injured. He was found 
carrying an illegal pistol, ammunition, a stolen 
motorcycle, a mobile.

Noida. Reshma, a Class IV student at a govt school in 
Ghaziabad, has a thorough understanding of 
‘photosynthesis' but she was stumped by a question on 
‘prakash sanshleshan' during her EVS exam last year. It 
was only when her teacher explained that the term means 
photosynthesis did Reshma stop panicking and get back 
to answering the question.In 2018, around 94 govt 
primary schools in Ghaziabad and Noida switched to 
English-medium instruction to boost enrolment. But the 
transition hasn't been smooth. It isn't uncommon for 
Hindi question papers to be given to these schools, 
where students like Reshma blank out on unfamiliar 
terms.Teachers told TOI that the staff has had to translate 
or rewrite questions on the classroom board to explain 
the terminologies. They then leave it to students to 
answer questions in Hindi or English – either of the 
languages that the kid is comfortable using."In subjects 
like maths, science and EVS, precise terminology is 
critical. The terms in English and Hindi are entirely 
different. Every year, we receive English-medium 
textbooks, but during exams, some subjects are 
presented with Hindi-language papers. How will 
students understand? Teachers often have to translate or 
rewrite the questions. Sometimes, we even create entire 
question papers in English. This process is confusing 
and time-consuming for everyone," said a teacher at 
Govt Composite School-Raipur in Noida.This 
mismatch, officials say, is because of changes in 
policy.Two years after 15,000 schools across UP shifted 
to English-medium instruction, the central govt unveiled 
the National Education Policy (NEP), which places 
greater emphasis on the use of "mother tongue in 
education", a teacher said.Ravindra Singh, principal of 
Babbal Garhi Primary School in Ghaziabad, said that 
after the 2018 switch, teachers were hired specifically on 
their English language skills.The first year, 2018-19, 
saw the introduction of especially curated English-
language textbooks across all subjects. Initially, both 
students and staff were enthusiastic, and enrolment 
numbers increased significantly. But after the pandemic, 
availability of English study materials became 
inconsistent. Then, with implementation of NEP, 
teaching again shifted predominantly to Hindi," Singh 
said.

New Delhi, Monday, 26 May 2025

Sourabh Sharma
Maligaon, May 25:

The Railway Protection
Force (RPF) of Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR)
has continued its vigilant
and coordinated action
against the infiltration of
illegal foreign nationals
through the railway net-
work. In alignment with
its commitment towards
national security and pub-
lic safety, RPF/NFR has
successfully apprehended
multiple Bangladeshi
nationals and their Indian
accomplices during the
month of April & May
2025. These actions are
part of an intensified
efforts to prevent the mis-
use of railway routes by
illegal migrants and human traffickers.
Between 1st May & 16th May 2025,
RPF/NFR apprehended a total of 6
Bangladeshi nationals along with 6 Indian

agents in separate operations. The most
significant action occurred on 16th May,

when RPF/Agartala, alongwith
SIB/Badarpur and BSF/AHTU, appre-
hended 2 Bangladeshi nationals (1 male
and 1 female) along with 4 Indian agents

at Agartala railway station. Additionally,
on various dates, arrests were made at
Radhikapur and Agartala railway stations,
where 4 Bangladeshi nationals and 2
Indian handlers were taken into custody.
All apprehended persons were handed
over to respective GRP outpost for legal
action under relevant Railway Act provi-
sions.  During the month of April 2025,
RPF/NFR apprehended 32 illegal
Bangladeshi migrants along with 01
Indian agent in separate operations con-
ducted at Agartala, Bhanga,
Dharmanagar and Karimganj railway sta-
tions. All individuals were handed over to
the respective GRP outpost for further
legal action.  The RPF of NFR remains
committed to safeguarding railway prem-
ises from being used as transit points for
illegal activities. The force is working in
close coordination with state police and
central agencies like the BSF to prevent
cross-border infiltration and trafficking
through the railway network. Such opera-
tions will continue to be intensified in vul-
nerable regions to maintain national secu-
rity and passenger safety.

RPF of NFR Continues Strict Vigil towards Illegal
Cross-Border Infiltration Apprehended 06

Bangladeshi Migrants & Indian Agents







EDITORIAL 6

sentiment. This comes at a time when India’s fourth The RBI sounded the bugle on rising core inflation just 
quarter growth in 2024-25 seems to have slowed and when headline inflation was showing signs of a 
is expected to print at about 6.5 percent as against a durable decline. In April, the consumer price index fell 
robust 8.4 percent in Q4, 2023-24. However, the RBI to a 69-month low of 3.16 percent. Given it’s the sixth 
maintained that the Indian economy will stay resilient consecutive monthly decline, the central bank seemed 
despite external headwinds. Citing high-frequency just one step away from declaring victory over 
indicators, it reasoned that both industrial and services inflation. But instead, it cautioned in its latest monthly 
sectors maintained steady momentum through April. bulletin about rising core inflation, thanks to highly 
Wholesale vehicle sales, an indicator of demand, elevated gold prices. As it is, core inflation rose to a 
declined by 13.3 percent due to a high base effect.18-month high of 4.21 percent in April; if the price 

spike continues, it will spark fears about a return of the While the domestic indicators offer some room for 
inflationary beast. And as the RBI noted, globally, the recovery, much depends on how the talks on trade and 
progress on the last mile of disinflation seems to have terror will progress in the coming weeks. As for the 
stalled. That said, headline inflation is the anchor for trade deal with the US, preliminary discussions be the first time in at least three years that annual 
the central bank’s monetary policy committee and a suggest the likelihood of a favourable agreement. It’s inflation will comply with the RBI’s 4 percent target.
lower print allows enough headroom to proceed with the terror tension at the border that needs a close Meanwhile, the central bank also warned that global 
rate cuts. Analysts expect back-to-back rate cuts in watch. The government must resolve it at the earliest, growth remains fragile and continues to face 
June and August, besides lowering the inflation as such uncertainty is detrimental to the country’s significant challenges including trade tensions, 
outlook to 4 percent for 2025-26. If it happens, it will growth prospects.increased policy uncertainty, and subdued consumer 

A question of grace, 
timing in the run-up to 

global outreach

Deity system masks caste, feudal system in Himachal

posthumous achievement of at least wresting the THE recent occasion of Buddha Purnima — the holiest day 
complete control of the temple from Hindu in the Buddhist calendar, celebrating the birth, 
Brahmins.While the issue of the management of the awakening and display of passing away of the Buddha — 
temple remains unsettled, India needs to think of what it was marked formally in New Delhi by the Government 
is projecting on the global stage as regards Buddhism and of India in numerous ways. Ministerial visits to the 
soft power in this unfortunate and violent latest incident, Buddha Relics at the National Museum took place on the 
no doubt viewed countless times across the globe. Given day itself, followed a few days later by an event at the 
the complete lack of contestation of the Mahabodhi imposing Dr Ambedkar International Centre, with broad 
Temple being the most sacred site for Buddhists of any ministerial presence as well as a wide swathe of 
persuasion and denomination across the world, of the diplomatic representation from numerous Buddhist 
past, present and future, it behoves this government to countries.The event included a viewing of a movie made 
assert the sanctity of the one area where India truly and by the International Buddhist Confederation on the 
already is the 'Vishwa Guru', over prioritising internal Buddha Relics sent by India to travel across four cities of 
discord and communal disharmony.This is also an Vietnam, with up to 18 lakh Vietnamese having made the 
opportunity foerent religions — whilst honouring and effort to pay their respects in person, despite a last-city 
respecting the site's chief historical righteous custodians stop yet remaining. The footage showed visibly moved 
as belonging to one faith. Of the countless examples, let Vietnamese paying homage to this temporary, yet 
me cite the Golden Temple, Amritsar — of the Sikh extremely holy site, for, in the Buddha's own words, out 
community, and managed by the Shiromani Gurdwara of compassion, after his passing, anyone viewing the 

million people self-identifying as Buddhists, such a the Buddha's own awakening, and it is the site where all Parbhandhak CommBuddha's Relics should consider it akin to being in his 
strategy has more advantages than can be mentioned the Buddhas to come are prophesised to awaken. That actual living presence.The recent successful efforts by 
here.An obvious one is the economic and political power this is the site associated with the awakening of the ittee, but also a place where the Government of India to stall the private auction by 
of Buddhist pilgrims, who — given the Buddha's entire historical Buddha Shakyamuni is contested by no group, over 60 per cent of the daily pilgrims are non-Sikhs. It's Sotheby's, at the very last minute, of the Piprahwa relics 
life being inexorably intertwined with various sites in of no religion. What then justifies — on the domestic, but also where khatri Punjabis and Tibetan Buddhists go in of the Buddha (excavated in 1898 at Piprahwa Stupa in 
India, many lying unexcavated to date — must visit the equally and more importantly international stage — such faith, because they see their own version of divinity in Uttar Pradesh, India) was laudatory. To prevent the 
land at least once in their lifetimes. Wealthy Buddhist- an act of grave sacrilege, reportedly attended by the Guru Nanak (or Lama Nanak, as the latter call him).In auction, the Indian government argued that their sacred 
majority countries, too, have undertaken aesthetic and Bihar Governor and with the Bihar Police on duty to conclusion, at this truly unstable moment in global heritage and religious value to the over 500 million 
efficient work to build and maintain various holy sites contain communal clashes, wherein Buddhist monastics politics and a new multipolar order, when alliances and Buddhists across the world put them beyond the reach of 
associated with the Buddha's life. For example, the even faced violence?In recent months, large-scale loyalties change day by day if not hour by hour, India can simple commodification and sale, and to think otherwise 
minimalist, elegant Rajagriha, Nalanda, associated with demonstrations and fasts by Indian Buddhists (both do with every tool in its foreign policy kit. Buddhism is a — even if their discoverer William Claxton Peppe was 
the Buddha's teaching of The Second Wheel of Dharma Himalayan and Navayana), fast spreading to the global key soft power lever, as recognised by PM Modi himself, permitted at the time to retain a fraction of the find — was 
on the sacred doctrine of emptiness and the recitation of community, have been held. affording immediate and long-term stable power to India beyond the pale of the widespread ongoing 
The Heart Sutra to innumerable beings is of immense They have been demanding the repeal of the Mahabodhi on its vulnerable Himalayan borders and with its decolonisation project.All of the above are very much in 
merit.It, therefore, came as a shock recently to view the Temple Management Act of 1949 and its stipulated immediate neighbours in Asia and beyond. The line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's far-reaching 
footage circulating widely in social media of Hindu administration of the precincts by a mix of Buddhists and government should, therefore, act decisively to put out vision of Buddhism as a soft power tool, on display and 
rituals being forcibly performed on Buddha Purnima in non-Buddhists. This is the latest chapter in a decades- the unnecessary communal fires that disrupt this image indeed foregrounded at the G-20 Summit in 2023 hosted 
the innermost sanctum sanctorum of the world's long demand, originating with Sinhalese reformist monk on the international stage, such as this most unfortunate by India and visibly so in many national and international 
Buddhist community — ie, the innermost precinct of the Anagarika Dharmapala's historical quest in this display at the Mahabodhi Temple, Bihar, for it is an own forums and events. Given that India's most real and 
Mahabodhi Temple in Bodh Gaya, Bihar. It is the site of direction, which took the form of legal action and the soft power goal that India can ill afford.serious adversary today, China, has approximately 200 

r India to display another of its 
unique qualities — the harmonious worship of one 
religious site by people of diff

Indicators suggest room for rate cut despite RBI caution

A certain lack of grace has characterised the run-up 
to the multi-party parliamentary delegations that 
have fanned out across several corners of the 
globe, in an attempt to explain why India carried 
out punitive strikes across Pakistan in response to 
the massacre at Pahalgam.Shashi Tharoor, Manish 
Tewari, Salman Khurshid and Amar Singh broke 
from their own party, the Congress, to respond to 
PM Modi’s call to join these delegations — their 
names were not on the Congress list sent to the 
government. The grand old party had to eat crow. It 
should have known better.To think that Rahul 
Gandhi’s Congress is the same Congress that 
Indira Gandhi once ruled over. She and her closest 
aides embarked upon a diplomatic campaign 
across several months in 1971, on the eve of the 
war with Pakistan, to showcase the gathering crisis 
over East Pakistan-Bangladesh to the world.

Fast-forward to 1994, when PV Narasimha Rao was 
PM and India was being hauled over the coals at 
the Human Rights Council in Geneva over 
Kashmir — so Rao called Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
and asked him if he would lead a multi-party 
delegation representing India.That moment in 
India’s parliamentary history will go down as the 
stuff of political legend — Salman Khurshid, in 
1994 a junior external affairs minister, never fails 
to tell anyone who will listen about how easy it was 
to work with Vajpayee.We didn’t have to persuade 
each other. We didn’t have to argue. We were 
instinctively on one page and he (Vajpayee) was so 
wonderful…He had that velvet touch that you 
need if you are a persuasive leader,” Khurshid told 
The Print website, when Vajpayee passed away in 
2018.Now many would not accuse Modi of 
“having a velvet touch.” Certainly, the PM has a 
far blunter way of communicating his 
message.Perhaps Modi could have picked up the 
phone and called Congress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge and said to him, “Bhai, I’m thinking India 
should tell the world in one voice about what is 
happening inside Pakistan; how this neighbour to 
our west is flirting with both fanaticism and 
terrorism; throw in a few nuclear weapons and 
look what you get, a dangerous cocktail that makes 
Kim Jong Un look like he’s off to a kitty party.”

Unfortunately, such a call, demonstrating the ability 
to dissolve both ego and political differences in the 
national interest, is simply not in the realm of 
possibility these days. A lack of grace defines the 
political arena. It’s clear that neither side respects 
the other.Modi believes Rahul is an entitled dynast 
with little ground-connect, who refuses to learn 
and even worse, cannot be punished by his own 
party although he loses election after election; 
Rahul believes Modi is the destroyer-in-chief of 
institutions.Both have left little opportunity to 
insult each other in the public space. And when 
they aren’t sparring, their closest aides bring up the 
rear. The taunts, the jibes, the obvious contempt in 
which the two top leaders of the country hold each 
other — it’s not a pleasant sight to behold.

It’s no one’s case that politics is a picnic and turning 
the other cheek should be its leitmotif. But both 
Indira Gandhi and PVNR understood that foreign 
policy is an overarching rainbow which is able to 
absorb the varying shades of greyness in our lives. 
Even if the Congress perceived PM Modi’s direct 
invites to its key MPs as political point-scoring, it 
could have swallowed its spit and told the PM that 
the Congress would be part of an Indian — not 
BJP’s — outreach to the world.Thing about Rahul 
is that he picks up some very interesting causes, for 
example the caste census, in order to drive the 
point home. The PM was forced to take this 
demand on board, realising the nature of politics in 
the Hindi heartland — elections are due in Bihar 
later this year. Rahul should get full credit for not 
letting go and forcing Modi to acknowledge the 
need for such an exercise.

Incidents of the past few years highlight a shift in the 
social and cultural milieu of Himachal Pradesh. A state 
that once evolved through the determination of its 
political leadership and the momentum of progressive 
social and cultural movements is witnessing a 
resurgence of decadent feudal values. Alongside, a rise 
in right-wing revivalism is reshaping the state's socio-
political landscape. Evaluating this trend in the current 
context, particularly in light of the missed 
opportunities for a cultural and intellectual 
renaissance, is essential.The incident from Roopi 
village in the tribal district of Kinnaur exemplifies 
caste ostracisation. Two young Dalit men employed in 
a local hydropower project were influenced by union 
activities promoting liberty, equality and freedom. 
When they applied for leave — sacrificing a month's 
salary — it wasn't for leisure, but to fulfil a centuries-
old caste duty: to carry village drums (nagaras) on their 
backs as part of a religious procession involving the 
local deity.In Himachal, such rituals are common. Yet, 
the role assigned to Dalits is degrading. During the rest 
stops, Dalits are not allowed proper shelter and often 
made to sleep in fields or cowsheds. The two workers 
proposed a fairer system: either the drum-carrying 
duty be shared by all castes or they be compensated in 
the form of daily wages.The response was severe. They 
were ostracised by the entire village, and even their 
families refused to support them. Returning home 
became impossible. A complaint filed at the police 
station brought no relief. Eventually, they approached 
the Himachal Pradesh High Court, which ordered the 
state to protect their rights, which too was not celebration.These festivals continue to glorify feudal redistribution and the Nau Taur scheme, which opened 
implemented. It was only after the two publicly structures. The Mandi Shivratri festival is associated up new land for cultivation, and also through the Land 
apologised for their "mistake" that they were allowed with its former ruling family and Kullu Dasehra cannot Reform and Tenancy Act of 1972. They could have led 
to reintegrate into the community.Beneath the veneer begin without the symbolic presence of the Kullu king. to a broader cultural shift toward equality, but no such 
of HP's high human development indicators lies a Other deities in Kotkhai, Kumarsain and Bushahr are parallel cultural movement took root. Since the 1990s, 
disturbing reality: caste discrimination continues, embodiments of former feudal lords, whose worship not only have caste and feudal values seen a revival, 
often masked by the deity system. Despite being maintains social hierarchies. even the earlier economic gains for marginalised 
second to Punjab in terms of Dalit population ratio and The deity system reinforces a social order governed by communities have started to erode. Despite the 
to Kerala in human development indicators, HP has ‘Devniti’ — a local form of governance influenced by Panchayati Raj system, where 50 per cent governance 
failed to undergo a true social renaissance. The state traditional caste hierarchies. The power structure roles are reserved for women and many positions held 
emerged from two mergers — first after Independence typically involves three castes: the gur (oracle), kaisth by Dalits, the democratisation of cultural institutions 
with around 30 princely states and then in 1971, with (clerk), and bhandari (storekeeper). These roles remains elusive.Democratising social values demands 
the inclusion of Kangra and Una. continue to perpetuate customs of caste-based cultural transformation. Festivals must be reimagined 

The deity system is most widespread in the older regions exclusion and divine authority. to include all sections as equal participants. Take a cue 
of Shimla, Kullu, Mandi and Solan. While grand from Kerala, where Dalit priests now serve in temples. To establish responsible governance under the princely 
festivals like Shivratri in Mandi, Dasehra in Kullu and The reassertion of caste and feudal values reflects the rulers and to end feudal oppression, Dr YS Parmar led 
other local events symbolise cultural participation, fragility of social reforms when they are not the Prajamandal movement. But the trouble with 
their structure remains undemocratic. In many cases, accompanied by cultural awakening. HP must return to Himachal's search for renaissance is like trying to 
Dalits are still relegated to roles that mirror feudal the ideals advocated by Dr Parmar — a land of equal collect water without a container. It did implement land 
servitude, albeit wrapped in the spectacle of cultural dignity for all its people.reforms. Dalits received land through surplus 

While grand festivals like Shivratri in Mandi, Dasehra in Kullu and other local events symbolise cultural participation, their structure remains undemocratic.

Our society, which allows the turpitude to divide communities by turning its face from it, needs to look at it in the eye and stare it down with a steely resolve

Editorial

Buddhists have been demanding the repeal of the Mahabodhi Temple Management Act, 1949 and its stipulated administration of the precincts by a mix of Buddhists and non-Buddhists

Mahabodhi Temple sacrilege has hit India’s soft power
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Compared to the previous 
quarter, the profit soared by 
an even higher 255 per cent 
from Rs 65.61 crore in 
December 2024 (Q3), 
according to its stock 
exchange filing. 

account everyday.However, Kolkata. SIP, or Systematic Investment 
the cost averaging is dependent Plan, has turned into a favourite mode 
on the number of price points of investment for the investing masses 
one touches, and from that of India. Who doesn’t like the concept 
angle, this should be the best of relatively smaller but regular 
mode of SIP. In the case of daily investment amounts generating a 
SIPs, investments are made significant corpus over a period of 
e v e r y  d a y  a n d  t h e  several years — returns which can 
compounding effect may be beat inflation by a considerable 
magnified over time. This marg in .  But  any  sys temat ic  
should also lead to higher investment calls for investment after 
returns — the more frequent regular predetermined intervals. But 

rooted in the consciousness of an the returns from investment, the moot point is, what should be 
investor that one can easily ask, what t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  p o w e r  o f  periodicity of investments — monthly, 
will daily SIP achieve? The point to compounding.The same argument weekly, or daily?Purely from the 
emphasise here is that monthly SIPs are should imply that daily SIPs can tackle convenience of investment point of 
widely followed since these are aligned volatility more efficiently. Monthly view, the monthly SIP has almost 
with our income, which is once a month investments score on three counts — assumed a default mode. Whenever 
for most persons. On the other hand, convenience, discipline and ease of SIPs are discussed, an investment 
daily SIPs are certainly smaller in tracking. Since salary earners are paid adviser assumes that an investor will go 
amount but can be quite an irritation once a month, investments once a for a monthly investment.
since it needs the investor to preserve a month can be easily aligned to the cash Why daily SIP at all?
certain amount of money in the bank flow.The concept of monthly SIP is so deep-

India Overtakes Japan To Become 4th Largest 
Economy At USD 4 Trillion: NITI Aayog CEO

green on Friday.Earlier this week, NTPC 
Green Energy, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of the state-run power giant 
NTPC, announced that its consolidated 
net profit nearly tripled in Q4 FY25, 
rising by 188 per cent to Rs 233.21 crore 
compared to Rs 80.95 crore in the same 
quarter last fiscal (Q4 FY24).

Compared to the previous quarter, the 
profit soared by an even higher 255 per 
cent from Rs 65.61 crore in December 
2024 (Q3), according to its stock 
exchange filing. The company’s 
consolidated revenue from operations 
also showed strong growth. It increased 
by 22.4 per cent year-on-year (YoY) 
from Rs 508.14 crore in the March 2024 New Delhi. Power major NTPC Ltd on 
quarter to Rs 622.27 crore in the quarter Saturday reported a 22.6 per cent 
under review (Q4 FY25).sequential surge in consolidated net 

NTPC Green Energy is a company focused profit at Rs 5,778 crore in Q4 FY25.  company also informed that the Board state-run power major reported a 4 per 
on renewable energy projects, pursuing The revenue stood at Rs 43,903.7 crore, has approved a final dividend of Rs 3.35 cent rise in its consolidated net profit at 
g r o w t h  t h r o u g h  b o t h  o r g a n i c  up 6 per cent from Rs 41,368 crore in the per share for its investors. This is in Rs 5,778 crore for the March quarter, 
development and acquisitions. As of third quarter (Q3).NTPC, which operates addition to the two interim dividends of compared to Rs 5,556.4 crore in the same 
March 2025, the government held an under the Ministry of Power, is India’s Rs 2.5 per share each paid in November period last year. The shares of the 
89.01 per cent stake in the firm.largest power generation company. The and February.On year-on-year basis, the company ended nearly a per cent in the 

NTPC’s Q4 Net Profit Surges 22.6% 
Sequentially To Rs 5,778 Crore

Stock Market Forecast: What could drive 
Sensex, Nifty this week Experts’ views

Kolkata.Indians buy gold throughout the year. be it 
social occasions or religious ceremonies, a touch 
of gold always adds that extra zing in most 
households. However, whenever one buys gold, 
the nagging apprehension is whether the gold one 
is buying is pure, or at least, as pure as claimed. 
There are a few ways in which a lay person can 
check the quality of gold one is about to 
buy.Unfortunately, there is no dearth of 
unscrupulous goldsmiths or gold retailers who 
are always seeking opportunities to pass off 
inferior quality gold as higher quality. To ensure 
that such evil designs are defeated, it is essential 
to know how one can be sure about the purity of 
the metal one is buying with his/her hard-earned 
money.

Proper BIS hallmark
In order to introduce some discipline into the 

unregulated sector of gold, the Centre had 
introduced BIS hallmarking scheme for gold 
jewelry in 2000. Hallmarking for gold jewelry 
was made mandatory from June 23, 2021 in 256 
districts and then from April 4, 2022 an additional 
32 were added. The third phase began from 
September 8, 2023. The BIS (Bureau of Indian 
Standards) hallmark is a reliable certification for 
gold that tells the buyer that the metal conforms to 
the purity standard being claimed. The hallmark 
states details like purity in karats and the 
identification of the jeweler.

The HUID number
Significantly, every item of hallmarked gold 

jewelry bears a HUID number which is unique. 
HUID stands for Hallmark Unique Identification 
(HUID) number. This number is supposed to 
signal authenticity and anyone can get this 
number verified at the BIS Care App. It will 
highlight the purity, registration, and hallmarking 
center details of the piece of jewellery purchased. 
The BIS Care App can be downloaded from the 
app store of any smartphone. The buyer can enter 
the HUID in this app and verify the quality of the 
gold he/she is about to buy. It will also reveal the 
details about the jeweler and hallmarking center.

Magnet test
Gold retailer say that one can also try out a magnet 

test — touching a piece of gold jewellery with a 
magnet. Genuine gold will not attract a magnet. 
Another point is that the customer should always 
ask for a bill from the seller. It should mention the 
weight, karat of the gold and hallmark 
certification of the jewellery. 

New Delhi. Tata Motors, the leader in the domestic 
electric passenger vehicle segment, is seeking to 
regain its market share of 50 per cent in the mid-to-
long term through expansion and renewal of its 
product portfolio, according to a top company 
official.

With the domestic electric passenger vehicle market 
fragmenting into four distinct segments on the 
basis of price points, the company will be entering 
the above Rs 20 lakh category with its upcoming 
Harrier.ev and Sierra.ev, Tata Motors Passenger 
Vehicle and Tata Passenger Electric Mobility 
Managing Director Shailesh Chandra told PTI here 
in an interview.The company is working to make 
the total cost of ownership (TCO) of its EVs in the 
fleet segment comparable to that of CNG vehicles 
to regain volumes, he added.We have the aspiration 
of sustaining our market share beyond 50 per cent 
in the mid to long term...We would aspire to be at a 
50 per cent market share by having a very wide 
product portfolio and products which are aligned to 
the expectation of the customers," Chandra said, 
adding that by mid-term, he meant 18-24 months 
and beyond.He was responding to a query on how 
Tata Motors is looking to maintain its leadership 
position in the electric PV segment in the wake of 
intensifying competition.Acknowledging that in 
the short term, the company will face challenges, 
he said the decline in the company's market was 
"pretty much on the cards" as many players have 
come with multiple products with around 20 
models in the market, including luxury cars. 

The passenger EV market is now segmented into four 
parts -- Rs 8-12 lakh; Rs 12 to 20 lakh; above Rs 20 
lakh and the fleet segment, he noted.Chandra said 
the company's market share is about 40-41 per cent 
at present, down from about 55 per cent last fiscal, 
mainly on account of a drop in fleet sales and 
intense competition in the Rs 12 to 20 lakh 
segment.

Tata Motors seeks to regain 
50% market share in 
electric PV segment

How to ensure purity of gold 
when buying Never forget to 

check these
nominal GDP for fiscal year 2026 is This reinforces India’s emerging New Delhi. NITI Aayog Chief 
projected to reach around USD dominance in the global economic Executive Officer (CEO) B.V.R. 
4,187.017 billion, slightly ahead of landscape, especially as global Subrahmanyam stated that India has 
Japan’s estimated GDP of USD growth is projected to remain subdued overtaken Japan to become the 
4,186.431 billion. Until 2024, India at 2.8 percent in 2025 and 3.0 percent world’s fourth-largest economy, 

in 2026.Subrahmanyam citing data from the International 
emphasized that India is at a Monetary Fund (IMF). Speaking at a 
turning point and in a take-press conference during the 10th NITI 
off stage where it has the Aayog Governing Council Meeting 
potential to grow rapidly. on 'Viksit Rajya for Viksit Bharat 

He also shared insights into the 2047', he announced that India’s 
discussions held during the economy has reached the USD 4 
Governing Council Meeting, trillion mark. 
where the Centre and States “We are the fourth-largest economy as I 
discussed strategies across speak. This is IMF data, not mine. 
key  sec tors  inc luding  India today is larger than Japan. Only 
manufacturing, services, the United States, China, and 

rural and non-farm areas, urban was ranked as the world’s fifth-largest Germany are ahead of us. If we 
development, the informal sector, the economy. The IMF projects that India continue with the current plans and 
green economy, and the circular will remain the fastest-growing major strategies, we are likely to become the 
economy. “We had sub-themes economy over the next two years, with third-largest economy in another 2 to 
around all these areas, which formed GDP growth expected at 6.2 percent 3 years,” he said.According to the 
the broad agenda of the meeting,” he in 2025 and 6.3 percent in 2026, IMF’s April edition of the World 
added.  outpacing global and regional peers. Economic Outlook report, India’s 

ONGC makes promising oil, 
gas discoveries in Mumbai 
offshore basin
New Delhi. State-owned Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation (ONGC) has made promising offshore 
oil and gas discoveries in the Mumbai Offshore 
basin that could help augment production in the near 
future.The discoveries have been made in blocks 
awarded under the Open Acreage Licensing Policy 
(OALP) regime, the state-owned firm said in its 
fourth-quarter earnings statement.

The discoveries, which have been named Suryamani 
and Vajramani, were made in OALP-VI block MB-
OSHP-2020/2 and OALP-III block MB-OSHP- 
2018/1, both in the offshore Mumbai basin.

Exploratory well MBS202HAA-1 on Block MB-
OSHP-2020/2 flowed 2,235 barrels per day of oil 
and 45,181 million cubic metres a day of gas during 
testing done in the January-March quarter.This is 
the first discovery in Basal Clastics in OALP Block 
MB-OSHP-2020/2. The success in well 
MBS202HAA-1 was notified as New Prospect 
Discovery and rechristened as 'Suryamani'," ONGC 
said.Subsequently, during the current quarter, a 
second zone was tested on the same well, which 
flowed 413 barrels per day of oil and 15,132 cubic 
metres a day of gas.

"This hydrocarbon success in Mukta Formation was 
encountered for the first time in OALP Block MB-
OSHP-2020/2 and was notified as New Pool 
Discovery of Suryamani prospect."

 Exploratory well MBS181HNA-1 in OALP-III 
Block MB-OSHP-2018/1 Mumbai flowed 2,122 
barrels of oil per day and 83,120 cubic metres of gas 
a day during testing."This discovery is an 
independent fault bounded nosal feature and lies in 
the western part of the block MB-OSHP-2018/1. 
The success in well MBS181HNA-1 was notified as 
New Prospect Discovery named as 'Vajramani'," 
ONGC said.Mumbai offshore is home to India's 
biggest oil and gas fields. Mumbai High, located 
160 km off the west coast of India in the Arabian 
Sea, is the nation's largest and most prolific offshore 
oil and gas field.The field produces about 1,34,000 
barrels per day (bpd), accounting for 35 per cent of 
India's domestic oil production. The field also 
produces around 10 million standard cubic metres 
per day (mmscmd) of gas, representing about 18 per 
cent of the country's gas output.

New Delhi. Private sector Karur Vysya Bank expects 
its credit growth to be more than 2 per cent over the 
industry's overall growth during the current financial 
year, a top official said.The Tamil Nadu-based bank 
has lined up plans to open 28 new branches before the 
first half of the current financial year, particularly in 
Southern and Western parts of the country, the Bank's 
Managing Director and CEO, Ramesh Babu, said.

The financial landscape is witnessing a dramatic 
transformation globally as well as in India, driven by 
technological innovations, changing consumer 
preferences and the emergence of alternative 
business models, he said.The Reserve Bank of India 
is expected to adopt a more accommodative 
monetary policy stance. This could involve further 
rate cuts to stimulate domestic demand and support 
economic growth. The sudden escalation at the 
border has also added more uncertainties for the 
coming year," Babu told analysts recently, during the 
Q4 FY2025 Earnings Conference Call.

"Considering the above, the outlook for the Financial 
Year 2025-26 remains cautiously optimistic; we need 
to navigate margin pressures too and monitor asset 
quality closely. We expect our credit growth to be 
more than 2 per cent over the industry growth," he 
said.

Daily SIP in mutual funds: Know the pros 
and cons; what can it tackle better

Karur Vysya Bank expects 
2% more credit growth than 
industry in Fy26

Stocks markets concluded the 
last week on a subdued note, 
as investors grappled with 
global uncertainties.

data for April, scheduled for May 28, key data releases this week, including transfer of Rs 2.7 lakh crore to the 
along with the Q1 GDP growth figures, quarterly GDP figures for both India and government and its implications for fiscal 
will offer insights into the economic the US,” Siddhartha Khemka, Head – policy, Mishra said.“Given the continued 
recovery trajectory.Updates on the Research, Wealth Management, Motilal uncertainty surrounding the US 
progress f monsoon will also be economy, foreign investment 
closely monitored, he said.On the flows, and trade negotiations, 
global front, developments in the US Indian markets may see a phase 
bond market, the release of FOMC of consolidation in the near 
(Federal Open Market Committee) term,” Gaurav Garg, Analyst, 

New Delhi. Movement in the equity market minutes, and progress in the India-US L e m o n n  M a r k e t s  D e s k ,  
this week will be guided by a host of trade negotiations will continue to said.The market has been 
macroeconomic data announcements, influence market sentiment, Mishra volatile throughout the last week 
global trends and trading activity of said.Moreover, the scheduled monthly amid concerns over US fiscal 
foreign investors, analysts said. Stocks expiry of May derivatives contracts health due to rising debt, an 
markets concluded the last week on a and the final leg of the Q4 earnings expert said.Vinod Nair, Head of 
subdued note, as investors grappled with season with results from key Research, Geojit Investments 
global uncertainties.“The market’s companies like Bajaj Auto, Aurobindo Limi ted ,  sa id ,  “ Inves tor  
muted performance was driven by a Pharma and IRCTC will remain in attention is further revolving 
combination of global and domestic focus,” Mishra added.Last week, the around US-India trade talks and strong Oswal Financial Services Ltd, said.The 
factors. On the global front, rising US BSE benchmark dropped 609.51 points domestic macroeconomic indicators. Reserve Bank on Friday announced a 
bond yields and concerns over the United or 0.74 per cent and the NSE Nifty However, recent FII outflows, driven by record Rs 2.69 lakh crore dividend to the 
States’ mounting debt burden triggered declined 166.65 points or 0.66 per rising US bond yields amid concerns over government for FY25, 27.4 per cent 
foreign portfolio outflows, putting cent.“Looking ahead, markets are mounting US debt, may weigh on the higher than 2023-24, helping the 
pressure on emerging markets, including expected to remain f i rm,  with market sentiment.” Optimism around a exchequer to tide over challenges posed 
India,” Ajit Mishra, SVP, Research, participation likely from the broader potentially record-high dividend from by US tariffs and increased spending on 
Religare Broking Ltd, said. market segments as macro and earnings the RBI is boosting hopes for fiscal defence due to the conflict with Pakistan.

In the week ahead, the release of India’s tailwinds continue to provide support. consolidation, reflected in falling Indian In the week ahead, market participants will 
industrial and manufacturing production Investors will also be closely watching bond yields, Nair added.first react to the RBI’s record dividend 
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No.1 Sabalenka has won two Australian 
Opens and a US Open title, but is yet to win 
the French Open. The Belarusian will look 
for a dominating start in her opening match 
against World No.78 Kamilla Rakhimova at 
Philippe-Chatrier.Qinwen Zheng will also 
be in action on Centre Court when she faces 
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova of Russia in the 
opening match. Jasmine Paolini, who 
finished as the runner-up last season and 
recently won the Italian Open title, will face 
Yuan Yue of China in the opening 
round.Diana Shnaider, who recently rose to 
a career-highest ranking of No.9 following 
her impressive showing in Rome, will lock 
horns with Anastasiia Sobolieva at Court 
Simonne-Mathieu.The likes of Lorenzo 
Musetti, Ben Shelton, Tommy Paul and 
Elina Svitolina will also play their opening some of the top seeds who will be in action New Delhi. Aryna Sabalenka, Qinwen Zheng, 
round matches on Sunday.on Day 1 of the French Open 2025.World Jasmine Paolini and Lorenzo Musetti are 

NEW DELHI. 

After that, he simply faded from the make or break for the batter. It was the first 
spotlight. In the years that followed, the real chance that cricket had gifted him in 
Indian Test team scaled new heights, years.
beating Australia twice in Australia and The renaissance with Vidarbha
a p p e a r i n g  i n  t w o  Wo r l d  Te s t  Karun Nair was stupendous for Vidarbha in 

the Ranji Trophy. Courtesy: PTI
Karun seized the opportunity with 

Vidarbha and quickly became their 
mainstay with the bat. He scored 690 
runs in 10 games — a clear sign that 
the fire still burned bright. Everyone 
began to take notice again.

But there was still the lingering question 
— was this a one-off, or could he 
sustain this form?Karun followed it up 
with an even better campaign, scoring 

This was a tweet from Karun 863 runs in nine matches at an average 
Nair on December 10, 2022 — a plea from a of 54. That included four hundreds and Championship finals.Karun, meanwhile, 
player slowly slipping away from the two fifties. One of those centuries came in managed a few solid knocks in the Ranji 
cricketing world’s memory. This was a man the final, against none other than Kerala, Trophy but struggled with consistency. He 
who once etched his name into Indian helping Vidarbha lift the title.And if you remained on the fringes of selection, and 
cricket history by becoming only the second thought his resurgence was limited to red-then came that heartfelt tweet — one that 
Indian, after the great Virender Sehwag, to ball cricket, think again. In the Vijay Hazare melted the hearts of fans across the country. score a triple century in Test cricket — a Trophy, Karun smashed 779 runs in eight He also made a bold decision to leave the staggering 303* against England in 2016. innings, including five centuries. This made Karnataka team. A potential move to Kerala, 

Contrary to popular belief, Karun wasn't him a dark horse for the Champions Trophy the state of his parents, didn’t materialise. 
dropped immediately after that triple squad — a call-up he narrowly missed. But Instead, he joined Vidarbha — a team with a 
hundred. His last Test appearance came in the selectors were watching.proud Ranji Trophy history.This was truly 
Dharamshala against Australia in 2017. 

Cricket, thank you for giving 
Karun Nair a second chance

New Delhi  Josh Hazlewood has rejoined the 
Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) for the 
remainder of the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) 2025 season. Earlier in the month, 
there had been uncertainty surrounding the 
Australian pacer's return after the 
tournament was temporarily suspended due 
to air raids between India and Pakistan.

Hazlewood has linked up with the RCB squad 
ahead of their final league-stage match 
against the Rishabh Pant-led Lucknow Super 
Giants (LSG) on Tuesday, May 27, at the 
Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
Ekana Cricket Stadium in Lucknow.

Also Read: IPL playoffs race: MI handed 
golden chance to finish top 2 as RCB, PBKS 
lose easy gamesThe 34-year-old fast bowler 
returns to IPL action after recovering from a 
shoulder injury. According to reports from 
ESPNcricinfo, Hazlewood underwent 
rehabilitation in Brisbane during the mid-
season break and has now regained full 
fitness. His comeback is expected to bolster 
RCB’s bowling lineup.“Good to be back! 
Hope to get the ball rolling again and start 
practice tomorrow,” Hazlewood said in a 
video on RCB’s official social media 

accounts.Hazlewood has arguably been the 
standout bowler for RCB as he is their 
leading wicket-taker of the competition. In 
10 games, the speedster has taken 18 wickets 
at an economy rate of 8.44 with a four-wicket 
haul to his name.Hazlewood had missed 
RCB’s previous match against the Chennai 
Super Kings (CSK) on May 3 at the MA 
Chidambaram Stadium due to the same 
shoulder injury. During the break, he 
travelled to Brisbane for a closely monitored 
recovery process, as confirmed by RCB’s 
Director of Cricket, Mo Bobat.

After serving his duties for RCB, Hazlewood is 
set to join the Australian team for the World 
Test Championship (WTC) final against 
South Africa, which is set to get underway on 
June 11 at the iconic Lord’s Cricket Ground.

As far as RCB are concerned, they will be 
looking to bounce back from their 42-run 
defeat to the Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH). 

New Delhi.  

captivate attention.When he arrived in Dhoni has rarely overstayed his 
Chennai for the pre-season camp in February welcome. Yet, it now seems his 
wearing a customised T-shirt emblazoned presence in the playing XI might be 
with 'One Last Time' in Morse Code, many hindering the Super Kings. On 
believed IPL 2025 would indeed be his final numerous occasions this season,' 
season.However, with things going awry for Dhoni has struggled to produce the 
both the Super Kings and their Thala, it typical late-game bursts that once 
remains uncertain whether Sunday's game in defined him.
Ahmedabad will be Dhoni's swansong.' Still, the CSK camp firmly believes 
Incidentally, it is also the venue where CSK Dhoni will know best when to call time 

Chennai Super Kings are clinched their fifth IPL title two years ago - a on his IPL career. It would be a miracle 
anchored firmly at the bottom of the table, match many felt should have been Dhoni's if he returns for IPL 2026 and delivers 
certain to finish last for the first time in their farewell to the IPL.Ever since CSK were better performances, especially with 

months before making any calls about his Indian Premier League history. They have knocked out of the playoff race this season, the bat.As CSK prepare to close their 
IPL future.Dhoni's brand value remains the question has relentlessly followed Dhoni been at their poorest throughout the season. forgettable season against Gujarat Titans in 
untarnished. However, his on-field ability is and those representing the Super Kings at Yet, the buzz surrounding CSK's matches Ahmedabad on Sunday, one thing seems 
clearly declining. With the bat, Dhoni has remains undiminished, with packed stands press conferences.Dhoni himself has almost certain: we may well be witnessing 
been more of a burden this year - scoring 196 addressed it on a couple of occasions. When across India, all thanks to MS Dhoni. the last of 'Captain' Dhoni.Emotions aside, 
runs in 13 matches at a strike rate of 135, a asked by Danny Morrison at the toss, Dhoni the contest at the Narendra Modi Stadium Yes, Dhoni is no longer the man who used to 
significant drop from his staggering strike tactfully dodged the question. On another holds significant importance for Gujarat effortlessly deposit sixes into the stands. He 
rate of 220 in 2024. Despite undergoing occasion, he was more candid, stating he was Titans, who desperately need a strong may not even be the same captain with the 
surgery, his troublesome knee has been a in no rush to decide and would wait to see comeback after a heavy defeat to Lucknow 'Midas touch'. Yet, Dhoni, through his sheer 
persistent concern throughout the season.how his body held up over the next ten Super Giants in their previous match.presence, continues to draw crowds and 

New Delhi.   

definitely race to the top two in 2025. Kings story. Out of those, three were used consistently 
Mishra, still sceptical, warned Shashank that throughout the tournament: Marcus Stoinis, FRESH START AT THE AUCTION

if Punjab didn’t even qualify for the playoffs, Marco Jansen, and Azmatullah Omarzai, the Since the introduction of the Impact Player 
he’d clip the interview and troll him.Just highest among all the teams in IPL 2025.rule in the IPL, the focus has shifted towards 
over two months and ten days later, here we According to James Hopes, the logic was 
are—with Punjab Kings sitting top of the simple: all-rounders gave the team a 
table after 13 matches, poised to finish in the second chance if things went pear-shaped 
top two for the f irst  t ime since early in a game.“What we’ve done is, by 
2014.Perennial underachievers, the Punjab having all-rounders, we’re always able to 
Kings last qualified for the IPL playoffs in strengthen what we do second—and still 
2014. Under George Bailey’s leadership, have something up our sleeve if the first 
they were an exciting outfit, with the likes of hour goes wrong. That’s all we’re trying to 
Virender Sehwag and Glenn Maxwell do. Whatever we do second—bat or 
lighting up the scoring charts. But after bowl—we want a stronger hand,” Hopes 
losing the 2014 final to KKR, Punjab slipped told India Today.He elaborated on how this 
into a prolonged slump—cycling through a p p r o a c h  a d d e d  d e p t h  a n d  
coaches and captains with alarming flexibility:“With the all-rounders, we can 
frequency.By the end of 2024, Punjab had pick all our bowling and still bat till No. 8. deploying specialists—pure batters or 
become synonymous with instability and a Azmatullah comes in at 8, Marco’s already bowlers—over traditional all-rounders. The 
lack of faith in their homegrown talent. in the top eight. Then it’s Arshdeep and rule diminished the value of multi-

But something changed. Chahal. So if we’re six down early, we bring dimensional players (except the elite few), as 16 March 2025. Nearly a month in another all-rounder who can bat us out of India Today spoke to two of Punjab Kings' specialists could now be subbed in and out of 
before the start of the Indian Premier League trouble. If our top six or seven deliver, we coaches to understand what sparked this the XI.Punjab Kings had the biggest budget 
2025, Shashank Singh said on a podcast that just bring in the spinner—Brar—and get 6–8 transformation. Brad Haddin (assistant in the mega auction of 2024. With Rs 112 
Punjab Kings would finish in the top two of overs from two of our top 8. That’s great.”coach) and James Hopes (bowling coach) crore at their disposal, it was important for 
the points table this season. Shubhankar shed light on the processes set in motion them to build a squad that would be free of While the all-rounders gave Punjab flexibility, 
Mishra, the seasoned journalist hosting the even before the auction—processes that the past baggage, a squad that could start they weren’t the only reason behind the 
show, let out an audible laugh—unable to gave this team an identity and helped them fresh. In a period where the role of all- team’s new identity. The core of Priyansh 
believe what Shashank had just predicted. defy expectations to reach the playoffs. They rounders is diminishing due to the Impact Arya, Prabhsimran Singh, Shreyas Iyer, 

Undeterred, Shashank doubled down. Punjab, also revealed how the onboarding of Shreyas Player rule, Punjab Kings went against the Shashank Singh, and Arshdeep Singh has 
he insisted, had built a fresh squad under the Iyer and Ricky Ponting completely changed grain and flooded their squad with all- been instrumental in getting them to 17 
tutelage of Ricky Ponting and would the culture of the franchise.This is the Punjab rounders—nine, to be exact. points from 13 games. 

GT vs CSK preview: Gujarat's top-two push 
meets MS Dhoni's possible IPL swansong

Shreyas Iyer's heart, Ricky Ponting's vision: 
How Punjab Kings cracked the code in IPL 2025

French Open 2025, Day 1 Order of  Play: 
Sabalenka, Paolini set for curtain raiser

NEW DELHI.  Bollywood actor and Punjab 
Kings (PBKS) owner Preity Zinta questioned 
the umpiring standards in the Indian Premier 
League 2025 (IPL 2025) after her team got 
robbed of a certain six during Match 66 of the 
tournament against Delhi Capitals (DC). 
During the 15th over in the first innings, 
bowled by Mohit Sharma, Shashank Singh 
hit the last ball of the over towards long on.

Karun Nair, who was stationed at long on 
boundary, tried to flick the ball back inside 
the boundary as it was travelling for a certain 
six. However, during his brilliant attempt, the 
DC fielder felt that his leg may have touched 
the rope while he held the ball in his hands 
and hence even signaled six.To clear the 
doubt, the decision was referred to the third 
umpire Chris Gaffaney, who found no 
conclusive evidence to signal a six, which 
meant just a single run was awarded to 
Punjab. After the game, Preity Zinta took to 
her X account to express her disappointment 
at the decision, saying that with the amount 
of technology available at the third umpire’s 

disposal, such mistakes are unacceptable.“In 
a such a high profile tournament with so 
much technology at the Third Umpire’s 
disposal such mistakes are unacceptable & 
simply shouldn’t happen. I spoke To Karun 
after the game & he confirmed it was 
DEFINITELY a 6 ! I rest my case ! 
#PBKSvsDC #IPL2025,” wrote Zinta on her 
X account.Despite not getting the decision in 
their favour, PBKS posted a strong total on 
the board as they scored 206/8 in their 
allotted 20 overs. However, it didn’t prove to 
be enough for DC, who chased down the 
target in 19.3 overs courtesy of a maiden half 
century from 21-year-old Sameer Rizvi.

As a result, Punjab missed the golden 
opportunity to climb to the top of the points 
table as they’re currently placed second with 
17 points from 13 matches. They will now be 
desperate to win their last game against 
Mumbai Indians (MI).

Preity Zinta questions 
umpiring standards in 

IPL after PBKS get 
robbed of  a six vs DC

New Delhi.    Karun Nair said he will stick to 
the same things that have worked for him in 
the past few years after making his much-
awaited return to the Indian team for the 
England tour. Karun, who played his last Test 
in 2017, was part of the squad announced on 
Saturday, May 24, for the five-match series 
against England starting on June 20.This 
ended a 3,000-day wait for the 33-year-old, 
who was happy and proud to be returning to 
the Indian team. Speaking after DC's win 
over PBKS, Karun said that he found out 
about his selection like everyone else, was 
waiting for the call, and got a lot of messages 
from his loved ones.Grateful to get back, 
happy and proud and fortunate. I found out, 
like all of you found out. I was eagerly 
awaiting the call, and got a lot of messages 
from close ones," said Karun.

Karun said that he will be looking to keep going 
about with the same process upon his return 
to the Indian team."Yes, of course! I have 
been batting well in the past 12-16 months. It 
is about keeping the same process. It is about 
going out there and doing the same things that 
have worked for me. It is about not changing 

my game," said Karun.
'Truly deserved the win against PBKS'
Karun played a vital knock of 44 in DC's win 

over PBKS and said that Delhi deserved the 
win on the night. The DC batter admitted that 
the team hadn't been playing well in the past 
few games but they brought it to the field on 
Saturday."Amazing. We truly deserve this 
one. Yes, we haven't played great cricket in 
the past few games. But tonight we brought it 
to the field. We showed that we are having a 
good time. It was only a bad few games," said 
Karun.Speaking about his batting, Karun 
said the confidence was high for him coming 
into the tournament and felt he was playing 
too many shots in the previous games. He 
said the DC coaches told him to take his time 
in the middle and then go for the big shots.

"Of course! I have been hitting the ball really 
well. I came into the tournament with a lot of 
runs. Confidence was always high.

IPL 2025: Josh 
Hazlewood returns to 
India in big boost for 
RCB before playoffs

Karun Nair not looking to 
change his game after much-

awaited India return

IPL 2025, GT vs CSK preview: Gujarat 

Titans aim to secure a top-two finish 

against a struggling Chennai Super Kings. 

MS Dhoni is set to lead CSK for one last 

time-but will it really be his final IPL game

Punjab Kings were once a team 
lost in chaos and doubt. This 
season, they've found their 
groove. With a fresh strategy, 
strong leadership from Shreyas 
Iyer and Ricky Ponting, and a 
squad built on trust and flexibility, 
PBKS have transformed from 
perennial underachievers into 
genuine contenders in IPL 2025.  

Karun Nair has finally got his 
second chance in cricket and 
this time; the game deserves 
all the praise for the 
renaissance of  the 33-year-old. 
Karun is all set for a return in 
the England tour.
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