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Don't worry, everything will be normal: Rahul 
The Sikh Times

Simmi Kaur Babbar
Poonch (J-K), May 24: Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi Saturday reached out to school
students here who lost two of their mates
-- 12-year-old twins Zain Ali and Urwa
Fatima -- to Pakistani shelling, consoling
as well as encouraging them to "study
hard, play hard and make lots of friends".
"Don't worry, everything will come back
to normal," he said while interacting with
the friends of the two deceased children.
During an hour-long whirlwind tour of
Poonch town bruised by heavy shelling
from across the LoC during the India-
Pakistan military standoff earlier this
month, the leader of the opposition in the
Lok Sabha interacted with the students of
the convent school which lost Ali and
Fatima. Though the school escaped the
shelling between May 7 and 10 that left
28 dead and over 70 others injured, its
two students died in Poonch town on May
7. They were among the 13 civilians who died in
Poonch district the worst-hit by the shelling.
"You've seen a bit of danger, you've seen a bit of a
frightening situation. But don't worry, everything
will come back to normal. And your way of
responding to this problem should be that you

study really hard, you play really hard and you
make a lot of friends in school. Okay? Will you do
that? Good," Gandhi told the students of Christ
School. His presence at the school brightened up

the students who were seen clapping and waving at
the former Congress president who shook hands
with them. "Big hug to all of you. Love you and
thank you," he said before leaving. He visited the
families of those who lost their lives in the shelling
and inspected damage to the houses and religious

places, including a Gurdwara. Accompanied by
party leaders, including AICC General Secretary in
charge of the party's Jammu and Kashmir affairs
Syed Naseer Hussain, AICC general secretary G A

Mir, J-K Congress chief Tariq Hameed
Karra and former ministers Vikar
Rasool Wani and Lal Singh, Gandhi
paid obeisance at Singh Sabha
Gurdwara. When Gandhi was leaving
the Singh Sabha Gurdwara, a man in
the crowd expressed his faith in the
Congress leader to raise their voice at
the national level. "Prime Minister
Narendra Modi did not even mention
Poonch (during his address to the
nation in the aftermath of Operation
Sindoor but we have faith that you will
raise our issue," he said after Gandhi
halted in his steps to hear the man
dodging the security apparatus to
come closer. During an interaction
with a young girl whose house was
badly damaged, she told Gandhi that
they were five sisters and their father

died 16 years ago. Recounting the horrifying expe-
rience, the girl said they were on the ground floor
when the shell hit the house and they had a mirac-
ulous escape. Some residents sought Gandhi's
intervention in enhancing the compensation for
their damaged houses. 

Will not be silenced by terrorism: Tharoor
The Sikh Times

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, May 24: Congress MP Shashi

Tharoor, who is leading a multi-party delega-
tion to five countries, has asserted the mis-
sion would be to give the world the message
that "we will not be silenced by terrorism"
and that "we don't want the world to look
away either". Tharoor made the remarks
late last night just before his delegation left
for a visit to Guyana, Panama, Colombia,
Brazil and the United States. In a video mes-
sage posted on X, Tharoor said, "I'm head-
ing off to five countries leading an all-party
delegation to Guyana, Panama, Colombia,
Brazil and the United States, and the reason
we are going is to speak for the nation, to
speak about this horrendous crisis we were
subjected to in which our country was
attacked by terrorists in the cruellest possi-
ble way." The Thiruvananthapuram MP said the
delegation is a mission of peace and hope, and will
one day remind the world that India stands for all
the values "we need to preserve in the world
today". "We need to speak up with clarity and con-

viction for our country, for our response and to
give the world the message that we will not be
silenced by terrorism and we don't want the world
to look away either," the MP from

Thiruvananthapuram said. "We don't want indif-
ference to triumph over the truth. It's a mission of
peace. It's a mission of hope. And it's a mission
that will one day remind the world that India
stands for all the values we need to preserve in the
world today of peace, of democracy, of freedom,

and not of hatred, killing and of terror. Jai Hind,"
he said in his video message. Tharoor also posted
pictures of the delegation members at the airport
before boarding the flight. The delegation led by

Tharoor comprises Shambhavi (LJP-RV),
Sarfaraz Ahmed (JMM), G M Harish
Balayogi (TDP), Shashank Mani Tripathi
(BJP), Bhubaneshwar Kalita (BJP), Milind
Deora (Shiv Sena), Tejasvi Surya (BJP) and
former diplomat Taranjit Sandhu. It will trav-
el to Guyana, Panama, Colombia, Brazil and
the US. India's multi-party delegations to dif-
ferent countries will emphasise Pakistan's
links to terrorism, including the 9/11 attack
in the US, and assert that the recent conflict
was triggered by the Pahalgam terror strike
and not Operation Sindoor as alleged by
Islamabad. After the briefing by Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri to four of the seven
parliamentary delegations here on Friday,

delegates said they will work to bust the Pakistani
narrative of projecting India as the aggressor by
underscoring the links of Pahalgam terrorists to
the country. Three delegations were briefed by
Misri on Tuesday and are already on tours of their
destinations. 

If Centre, states work together like Team
India, no goal is impossible: PM Modi

The Sikh Times
Navdeep Singh Sahni

New Delhi, May 24: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday said if the
Union government and states work
together like Team India, no
goal is impossible. Modi is
chairing the 10th Governing
Council meeting of Niti
Aayog. There is a need to
increase the speed of develop-
ment, he said. "We have to
increase the speed of develop-
ment. If the Centre and all the
States come together and
work together like Team
India, no goal is impossible,"
Niti Aayog in a post on X quot-
ed the Prime Minister as say-
ing. The theme of the
Governing Council meeting is
'Viksit Rajya for Viksit Bharat@2047'.
"Viksit Bharat is the goal of every
Indian. When every state is Viksit, then
Bharat will be Viksit. This is the aspira-

tion of its 140 crore citizens," Modi said.
The council, the apex body of Niti
Aayog, includes all state chief ministers,
lieutenant governors of Union
Territories, and several Union minis-
ters. Prime Minister Modi is the chair-

man of Niti Aayog. "We should have the
aim of making each state viksit, each
city viksit, each Nagar Palika viksit and
each village viksit. If we work on these
lines, we will not have to wait till 2047 to

become Viksit Bharat," Modi said. The
prime minister also suggested that
states should develop at least one
tourist destination per state at par with
global standards and by providing all
facilities and infrastructure. "One State:

One Global Destination. It would
also lead to the development of the
neighbouring cities as tourist
places," he said. Noting that India is
getting rapidly urbanised, Modi
said, "We should work towards
future-ready cities". Growth, inno-
vation and sustainability should be
the engine for the development of
India's cities, he added. Modi also
emphasised the need to work
towards the inclusion of women in
the workforce. "We must make laws
and policies so that they can be
respectfully integrated into the

workforce," he said. It is the first major
meeting of the prime minister with chief
ministers of all states and lieutenant
governors of Union Territories after
Operation Sindoor.

CM Saini participated in the 10th Governing Council meeting of NITI Aayog
The Sikh Times

Sourabh Sharma
Chandigarh, May 24: The 10th meet-

ing of the Governing Council of NITI
Aayog was held in New Delhi on Saturday
under the chairmanship of Prime Minister
Sh Narendra Modi. The meeting was
attended by Chief Ministers from various
states, including Haryana Chief Minister
Sh Nayab Singh Saini. During the meet-
ing, the Prime Minister emphasized the
need to accelerate the pace of develop-
ment. He said that if the Centre and all
states work together as Team India, no
goal is beyond reach. A developed India is
the aspiration of every citizen. When
every state progresses, the nation pro-
gresses. This is the collective dream of
140 crore Indians. In the meeting, Chief
Minister Sh Nayab Singh Saini presented
Haryana's Vision Document-2047, high-
lighting the state’s active contribution in
achieving the national goal of ‘Developed
India @2047’. The document outlines

Haryana’s target of becoming a one tril-
lion-dollar economy by 2047 and aims to
create 50 lakh new jobs. The Chief
Minister said that the Prime Minister’s
vision, policies, and decisions have
consistently served the national
interest. The vision of a developed
India encompasses self-reliance,
prosperity, empowerment, capabili-
ty, inclusiveness, and technological
advancement. It is our shared
responsibility to realize this vision.
To ensure Haryana's active contri-
bution to the national vision, the
Haryana Government has devel-
oped the State Vision Document-
2047 in alignment with the Nation’s
Vision Document. He said that the
State Vision Document sets a target of
transforming Haryana into a one trillion-
dollar economy by the year 2047. He fur-
ther urged that, once finalized, the
Haryana Vision-2047 be integrated into
the national-level Developed India
Dashboard. Sh Nayab Singh Saini said

that special emphasis has been placed on
six key areas to contribute towards build-
ing a developed India. These priorities
have also been incorporated into the state

budget for the current financial year. To
prepare Haryana for the future, a new
entity called the Department of Future
has been established. This department
will explore development opportunities
through cutting-edge technologies such
as Artificial Intelligence, Quantum

Computing, and Robotics. Acting as a
nodal agency, the Department of Future
will spearhead long-term strategic initia-
tives, technological foresight, and inte-

grated policy-making to realize a tril-
lion-dollar economy and promote
inclusive development, aligned with
Haryana’s Vision 2047. The Chief
Minister said that Haryana is estab-
lishing the Haryana AI Mission to
advance Artificial Intelligence initia-
tives. Recently, the state signed an
agreement with the World Bank to
support this effort. The Haryana
Venture Capital Fund is actively
working to promote startups by pro-
viding internships, mentorship, and
affordable infrastructure for the

youth. In addition, the state government
has encouraged private investors to create
a Fund of Funds worth Rs 2,000 crore,
aimed at positioning Haryana as a major
hub for innovation and entrepreneurship
through strategic investments in startups.
The Chief Minister highlighted that tech-

Himachal CM Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu Seeks Higher Allocation Of

Funds For Central Schemes
The Sikh Times

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
Shimla: Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on Saturday emphasised upon
special needs of the hill states and said they should be
considered for higher allocation of funds by relaxing eli-
gibility criteria in central schemes.   Speaking at the 10th
governing council meeting of Niti Aayog here, chaired by
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the Chief Minister
demanded the release of funds due to the state, which
have been pending for a long time. “If the long pending
dues are released by the Centre well in time, Himachal
Pradesh will itself become self-reliant,” he said. The Chief

Minister elaborated on the state government's vision to
bring the state to the most favourite tourist destination on
the tourism map of the country. “The government envi-
sions a compact package for tourism promotion which
includes and will integrate religious tourism, eco tourism,
water tourism, nature tourism, health tourism, etc, which
can attract all kinds of tourists from the country as well as
from abroad. We are also expanding the Kangra airport to
facilitate the landing of the larger planes, which will add
to the economy of the region as footfall of tourists will
increase manifold,” he said. He pleaded about state's
rights in hydropower projects and raised the issue of free
royalty and handing over the projects under public sector
undertakings (PSUs) and central public sector undertak-
ings (CPSUs), which had completed 40 years. The Chief
Minister raised the matter of royalty aligned with the
state government’s energy policy. He outlined the policy,
which mandates a 12 per cent royalty for the first 12
years, 18 per cent for the subsequent 18 years and 30 per
cent for the next 10 years in the power projects. He said
private companies already comply with this policy and
emphasised that central PSUs should also follow it. The
Chief Minister also informed that Himachal Pradesh is
the “lungs of northern India” and has contributed a lot to
preserving the green cover, and added that the state
should get a Green Bonus for protecting the environ-
ment. 

Mobile deposit counters to
set up at polling stations: EC

New Delhi, May 24: In a major relief for vot-
ers, the Election Commission (EC) on Friday
said it would set up mobile phone deposit coun-
ters at polling stations. Several voters who go
to cast their votes take their phones inside
polling booths by concealing the device in their
clothes due to the absence of a facility to
deposit it. In another move, seeking to ratio-
nalise poll day management, the EC decided to
allow parties and candidates to set up booths to
distribute unofficial voter identification slips at
100 metres from the polling station entrance.
Till now, the limit was 200 metres from the
“polling location”. These two key reforms will
first be implemented in Bihar, where assembly
polls will be held later this year. “Recognising
the increasing coverage and usage of mobile
phones in both urban and rural areas and the
challenges faced not only by the voters at large
but also by senior citizens, women and PwD
electors in managing mobile phones on the poll
day, the Commission has decided to allow a
mobile deposit facility just outside the polling
stations”, the EC said in a statement. Only
mobile phones shall be allowed within 100
metres of the polling station and that too in
switched-off mode. Very simple pigeonhole
boxes or jute bags shall be provided near the
entrance door of the polling station. 

The Sikh Times
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New Delhi, May 24: Pakistan’s
Operation Bunyan al-Marsoos retalia-
tion to Indian Operation Sindoor on

May 10 lasted just eight hours with
Islamabad desperately calling the US
to intervene on its behalf for a cease-
fire, after four major air strikes by IAF
pulverized the air-bases, air assets
and air defenses of the enemy on the
intervening night of May 10, accord-
ing to people familiar with the matter.
IAF fighters launched precision mis-
siles that struck Pakistan four times
on May 10, with Rafale-launched
SCALP missiles and SU-30 MKI-
launched Brahmos missiles taking

out the northern air command-con-
trol network at Nur Khan airbase in
Chaklala in the first strike itself, the
people added. The last strike was car-
ried out at Jacobabad and Bholari air

bases but by that time Pakistan
had folded and was seeking US
intervention for cease fire. The
so-called Bunyan al-Marsoos
operation that Pakistan
launched at 1.00 am on May 10
with the promise of destroying
Indian air bases in the next 48
hours as per communication
intercepts, lasted only till 930
am as India went in hard
against Pakistan using an
assortment of air to surface

missiles, the people said. India’s S-
400 air defence system in Adampur
went into action no less than 11 times
during Operation Sindoor and
destroyed a Pakistani SAAB-2000 air-
borne early warning system as far as
315 kilometres away deep in
Pakistan. Indian Air Force also has
proof of its missiles having downed
one C-130 J medium lift aircraft, a JF-
17 and two F-16 fighters on ground
and in the air, they added.

Four air-launched missile strikes by IAF on
May 10 and Pakistan was on the mat

The Sikh Times
Nasiruddin

Dhaka, May 24: Muhammad Yunus
will remain as the head of Bangladesh’s

interim government, an adviser in his cabi-
net said on Saturday amid speculation that
the Nobel laureate has been considering
resignation. "He (Yunus) didn't say he will
leave. He said that while we face many
obstacles in carrying out the work and
responsibilities assigned to us, we are over-
coming them,” Planning Adviser

Wahiduddin Mahmud told reporters after
an unscheduled meeting of the advisory
council, according to news agency AFP.
The planning adviser also added that none

of the advisers in the interim govern-
ment were going anywhere, as the
responsibility entrusted to them is sig-
nificant and they cannot abandon their
duty, according to AFP. The surprise
meeting of the advisory council was
held hours before Yunus is scheduled
to meet leaders of top political parties
in Bangladesh and days after Yunus
reportedly threatened to quit. His press
secretary, Shafiqul Alam, told AFP ear-
lier today that Yunus would meet lead-
ers of the powerful Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) and Jamaat-e-
Islami. No agenda for the talks has

been released. Yunus, who assumed office
following a mass uprising in Bangladesh
last year, has reportedly threatened to
resign if political parties fail to support
him. Bangladesh's political crisis escalated
this week, with rival parties protesting on
the streets of the capital Dhaka, with a
string of competing demands.

Muhammad Yunus to continue
as Bangladesh’s interim govt chief
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village. At first glance, these Gurgaon. At several points along 
appeared to be shut down, but rows the Badshapur stormwater 
of denims were hung out to dry in an channel are industrial units that 
open area on the rear side of the plot, routinely release untreated 
which was barricaded only by iron wastewater into the drain, which 
grilles.Despite being in plain sight, eventually flows into Yamuna 
spotting these units wasn't easy. A river, dumping in it a cocktail of 
narrow, unpaved path is the only toxic pollutants.Wastewater laced 
link to the main road in the with chemicals was seen being 
village.Residents said waste discharged into the 29km 
dumping was not a one-off Badshapur channel in Sector 34 of 
exercise."We have seen at least 20 the city, and Kankrola village of 
tankers openly dumping untreated Manesar on Friday.In Sector 34, a 
sewage and waste illegally into the stream of wastewater was flowing 
drain at the same area. It's a steadily from industrial outlets untreated effluents. Along the channel, 

common practice at night and early directly into the stormwater channel. The vegetation was sparse and withered – a 
mornings, when they think no one is stream was murky and emitted a pungent possible effect of prolonged exposure to 
watching," said Rakesh Yadav, who lives odour. Foam and oily residues floated on effluents.Some 10km away, TOI spotted 
in Khandsa village in Sector 34.its surface, indicating the presence of illegal dyeing units operating in Kankrola 

2018 visa rejection got Nuh quack in 
touch with Pakistan official: Probe

What adds to Yamuna pollution? Toxic 
waste dumped by city’s industrial units

Towering nightmare: NCR Residents marooned 
as lifts of  highrise out of  order for 6 days

Gurgaon. Developers must now publish 
notices in newspapers soon after 
applying for Rera registration of their 
housing projects, according to a new 
directive from the real estate regulator. 
The mandatory public disclosure, 
announced by Rera (Gurgaon) 
chairman Arun Kumar, marks a crucial 
step in preventing pre-launch sales — 
often conducted without formal 
approva l s  — and  p ro tec t ing  
homebuyers' interests.

The public notice requirement ensures 
transparency by officially announcing 
that a promoter has applied for, but not 
yet received, Rera registration."Now, 
it will be difficult for a promoter to 
mislead an investor into booking a unit 
during the pre-launch stage. Buyers 
can now track a project's registration 
status in real time," said Kumar, adding 
that the public notice will not only 
validate assertions made by promoters 
but put Rera's accountability in the 
spotlight also.Gurgaon — a hyper-
active real estate market — has long 
struggled with pre-launch sales, 
wherein developers, sometimes in 
collusion with real estate agents, begin 
marketing and even selling units 
without Rera's clearance. Such 
practices violate the Rera Act, 2016, 
and lead to numerous buyer grievances, 
including hidden encumbrances like 
high-tension lines, roads running 
through plots and inadequate 
infrastructure.

"The notice will indirectly regulate pre-
registration advertisements and 
promotional activities. It will also 
inform buyers that the project is not yet 
registered with Rera, encouraging 
them to verify all claims and approach 
the regulator for authentic details, 
i n c l u d i n g  d e f i c i e n c y  i n  
infrastructure," Kumar said.In the past, 
several premium projects in the city 
were sold out entirely before receiving 
Rera registration, leaving buyers with 
little legal recourse in case of delays or 
irregularities. The move aims at 
empowering homebuyers with timely 
information before taking investment 
decision.

News box

Cut down collection points, 
push for zero waste vision, 
ULB chief  tells MCG
Gurgaon. ULB director Pankaj on Friday instructed MCG 

officials to expedite legacy waste processing and 
increase its capacity. He also directed them to reduce the 
number of secondary waste collection points in the city 
to move towards "zero dumping ground".The sanitation 
system of the city, in terms of the areas, should be fully 
recorded on a digital map to ensure that new officials are 
well-informed, the minister told MCG officials.Officials 
informed the director, who visited Bandhwari on Friday 
afternoon, that two agencies were currently engaged in 
the legacy waste processing at the Bandhwari landfill 
site.Earlier in the day, the director held a meeting with 
the MCG officials and told them municipal work should 
be both technical and manual, adding, all officials should 
oversee cleanliness during their visits.He said, "Roads, 
drainage, sewerage networks and water bodies should be 
mapped. The number of secondary garbage collection 
points should be reduced to move towards zero dumping 
grounds."Pankaj suggested mapping water bodies, 
roads,drainage and sewerage networks, besides the areas 
assigned to the sanitary inspectors and officials, to 
monitor the city's sanitation effectively.The director 
inspected the material recovery facility at Nathupur 
village and the micro STP in Sector 43, where he 
gathered information from officials about the operation 
and technical aspects of these facilities.

He visited the command and control centre at GMDA 
office in Sector 44 to observe the smart technologies in 
use. During the meeting, MCG commissioner Pradeep 
Dahiya mentioned that the process for a new tender for 
door-to-door garbage collection is underway.

26-year-old steals laptops, phones from 
parked cars, arrested in Ghaziabad

Gurgaon. It was a 2018 visa application to and an associate identified as Zafar, were not enter the base because of security 
visit relatives at Purana Kahna locality in also named in the FIR filed by Nuh police. there, but managed to send photos from 
Lahore that allegedly got Nuh resident Tarif's visa application was rejected at outside," the source added.TOI had 
Mohammad Tarif in touch with Pakistan the time because of incomplete reported earlier this week that Tarif had 
High Commission officials, who roped documentation, after which another Nuh attempted to remove specific chat 
him in to spy for Islamabad, police resident – Umar Behra – got him in touch records from his mobile phone before his 
investigation has found. Tarif, a quack with Balooch.Balooch allegedly asked arrest.Police found that Tarif handed 
from Tauru Sadar area of Nuh district, Tarif to arrange for two SIM cards, which over his passport to a friend in Gorakhpur. 
was arrested on May 19 for allegedly he brought from Jaipur. The source said Nuh cops have reached out to their 
carrying out espionage activities. Tarif purchased several Vodafone SIMs counterparts in UP to recover it. The 

TOI had earlier reported that Tarif is and handed them over to the high quack was the second Nuh resident to be 
suspected to have provided photos and commission official. In return, Balooch arrested on charges of espionage since 
videos of the Indian Air Force base in allegedly helped Tarif get a visa to visit India launched Operation Sindoor in the 
Sirsa, which Pakistan attempted to strike his relatives for 15 days in Lahore in aftermath of the April 22 terror attack in 
with a missile during the military 2020. That was his first trip to the country. Kashmir's Pahalgam."We are checking if 
confrontation earlier this month Tarif made two more visits, in 2021 and Arman (26), arrested from Rajaka in Nuh, 
following India's Operation Sindoor 2023.y 2023, Tarif was allegedly in touch and Tarif had any common links," a 
strikes on terrorist bases inside Pakistan with Zafar, whose role is unclear. "Tarif senior police officer said on Friday. Tarif 
and PoK.Police sources said on Friday also provided SIM cards to Zafar, who was charged under BNS Section 152 
that Tarif had made several calls to further tasked him to gather sensitive (endangering sovereignty, unity, and 
numbers starting with the international information about IAF in return for lakhs integrity of the country) besides sections 
code +92, assigned to Pakistan. of rupees," a source said.Investigators 3 (spying), 4 (communicating with 

found that Tarif had tried to enter the foreign agents) and 5 (disclosing secret "Most of his calls were to an official of the 
Sirsa air base before tensions between official information) of the Official Pakistan embassy in Delhi, Aasif 
India and Pakistan escalated. "He could Secrets Act.Balooch," a police source said. Balooch, 

and at least one resident who is He said this was waiting to NOIDA. Forty families are living a 
pregnant. Residents told TOI the happen as the developer had nightmare in a 22-storey tower at La 
lifts have been out of service since not  addressed repeated Residentia with both its lifts out of order, 
May 17. The purported reason is complaints about lift snags leaving them with two choices - stay 
faulty cables that need replacing. a n d  v o l t a g e  indoors and put everything else on hold or 

f l u c t u a t i o n s . A d i t y a  make the arduous trek up and down the La Residentia does not have an AOA 
Srivastava, who lives in an stairs daily.This is the second time this and is managed by the developer. It 
apartment on the 15th floor, is month that this nasty shock of highrise has 3,256 flats across 39 towers. 
appearing for his fourth living has stared at NCR residents. In the Possession for around 1,800 flats 
semester BCom exams at first week of May, flooding of the has been given since 2017 across 
Delhi University, also shifted basement at Prateek Grand City in towers 1 to 29. The other towers are 
to a relative's flat in Sector 75. Ghaziabad had crippled elevators across under construction.La Residentia's 
Aditya (21) has a slipped disk all its 24 towers, each 28 floors high, maintenance team claimed the lifts 
and is not allowed to climb forcing over 12,000 residents, children, aren't completely dysfunctional and 
more than three floors at a elderly, and the pregnant among them, to work intermittently. Residents, 
t i m e . R a v i  R a j  S i n g h ,  negotiate endless flights of stairs. however, countered this, saying the deliveries have stopped, leaving families 

maintenance manager of the society, told lifts have been inactive and prone to snags Tower 29 of La Residentia in Greater Noida marooned in their flats and cutting them 
TOI on Friday the lifts had a "technical even when functional. One of the reasons West is a standalone building, so unlike in off from access to essentials like 
problem" with the cable. He said new for the problems, they alleged, is that the condominiums where two or more towers medicines and groceries.Amitabh Jha, 52, 
cables were procured and, because of the lifts are underloaded with a supply of are connected by pathways precisely in a 9th floor resident with a respiratory 
storm, had reached the society only on 350V when they need 400V.Sumil Jalota, anticipation of such emergencies, ailment, had to move to his sister's 
Thursday evening. "The new cables are a resident, said because of the defunct residents can't switch to lifts in another apartment in Sector 71 to attend court. "I 
being installed and both lifts are expected lifts, children have been forced to miss tower.Among the families who live here was compelled to do it because neither lift 
to be operational from tonight."school, domestic helps aren't coming and are elderly people, working professionals is working," said Jha, who is an advocate. 

No pre-launch sales: Rera 
makes public notice 
mandatory before 

registration in Gurgaon

Underpass on Dwarka e-way shut for repairs for week
carried out urgently and in line with Sector 102–102A underpass already 
Indian Road Congress and MoRTH underwent repairs using grouting last 
guidelines, with strict adherence to month by the expressway's maintenance 
curing protocols and on-site safety," the agency. NHAI subsequently brought in 
team said.While other grouting options CBRI for a detailed structural review, 
— such as cementitious, chemical and which led to the current round of repairs.
microfine — were considered,  Built at a cost of Rs 24 crore, the 585-
polyurethane was preferred due to the metre-long, four-lane structure lies 
nature of the leakage. The procedure beneath the Dwarka Expressway and 
involves drilling near the affected joints, was designed to ease congestion and 
cleaning the area, injecting grout and improve connectivity across the rapidly 
following strict curing standards. growing residential sectors. 

water seepage caused by damage to Gurgaon: The underpass on Dwarka 
movement joints, though no structural Expressway near Sector 102 will remain 
distress was reported, an NHAI official closed during the next week as National 
said on Friday. The official said, "It is Highways Authority of India (NHAI) 
completely safe."According to a site undertakes urgent repairs based on 
assessment conducted earlier this month recommendations from Central Building 
by the team of CBRI officials, along with Research Inst i tu te  (CBRI) .One 
NHAI and L&T officials, water ingress carriageway of the underpass — from 
is occurring through the movement Sector 9 towards Sector 102 — was shut 
joints due to possible membrane damage for commuters on Thursday evening and 
and a high-water table in the area.The will remain closed till May 25. The 
team said the issue is limited to leakage opposite carriageway — from Sector 
and does not  compromise the 102 towards Sector 9 — will then be 
underpass's structural safety."But closed from May 25 to May 29. The 
because of the high water table in the phased closure is intended to minimise 
area, CBRI suggested targeted repair disruption to traffic.The underpass was 
measures to arrest the seepage. opened to traffic in June last year. 
Polyurethane grouting, which is quick-Residents have been complaining about 
setting and reacts with water, has been leakage issues within less than a year of 
recommended as the most effective its opening, demanding a permanent fix.
solution. The repair work is being The closure aims to resolve prevailing 

Ghaziabad and NCR areas to steal Ghaziabad. A 26-year-old man was 
laptops and mobile phones. Then sell arrested from the Kaushambi area for 
the stolen goods at low prices to a allegedly stealing laptops and other 
person named Praveen, who owns a valuables after breaking the glass of 
computer shop in Noida," the ACP four-wheelers in public areas across 
said.NCR.Police said the accused, Riaz, 

On the evening of May 20, 2025, the who came to NCR from Badaun, and 
two accused broke the lock of a car his associate Shoaib of Gazipur, 
parked on the roadside in front of would roam the streets in auto 
Yashoda Hospital and took a laptop rickshaws in search of parked vehicles 
from a bag on the back seat. On May near eateries or markets to steal 
23, while they were heading towards valuables. Shoaib is still absconding.
Dabur crossing to sell the stolen ACP Indirapuram Abhishek Srivastava 
laptop, they saw police checking. said Riaz resides in Delhi with his 
Fearing arrest, both accused turned accomplice, Shoaib Khan. "Together, 
the auto around and tried to flee but Riaz and Shoaib used to break the 
cops caught Riaz, the ACP said.windows and locks of parked cars in 

Maximum temp rises 2°C in 
Gurgaon, but high winds, 
thunderstorms likely

2 dead, 2 injured as soil 
mound caves in at Faridabad 
railway station site

Gurgaon. Two women labourers lost their lives while two 
were injured at Old Faridabad Railway Station after a 
part of the soil collapsed during basement excavation 
work at the site. The mishap took place when the 
excavation work was underway for construction of a new 
building at the station. A large pit was being dug to lay the 
foundation for supporting columns, and soil was being 
removed using an earthmover.According to 
eyewitnesses, some workers took a break from the 
scorching heat and sat near the excavation site to rest, and 
three women labourers and one male labourer were 
sitting near the pit when a sudden landslide of loose soil 
buried them alive.Other workers who were at the site 
immediately rushed to their rescue, clearing the debris 
using the earthmover. However, when the workers were 
rushed to BK Hospital, two of them died during 
treatment.The deceased were identified as Navita of 
Bihar and Namita from West Bengal.Rajpal, the in-
charge of the GRP police station at Old Railway Station, 
confirmed that all workers were engaged in construction 
work. Preliminary investigations found that none of the 
labourers had access to safety equipment. He further 
stated that the incident occurred due to serious violations 
of safety norms. "A First Information Report (FIR) will 
soon be registered, and strict action will be taken."

Gurgaon. The city witnessed a slight rise in mercury on 
Friday, with the minimum temperature soaring to 26.6 
degrees Celsius, 1.7°C higher than the previous day. The 
maximum temperature also rose to 36°C, 2.5°C higher 
than the day before.IMD issued a yellow alert across 
Haryana, cautioning residents about gusty winds, 
thunderstorms and lightning till May 29.Authorities 
advised residents to stay hydrated, avoid outdoor 
activities during peak afternoon hours, and remain alert 
to sudden weather changes.

Meanwhile, Delhi is likely to get very light to light rain 
accompanied by thunderstorms, lightning and dust-
raising winds on Saturday. A yellow alert (to be aware) 
has been issued.The Commission for Air Quality 
Management on Friday revoked measures under Graded 
Response Action Plan (GRAP) Stage I, enforced in 
Delhi-NCR on Wednesday.The city did not see any 
rainfall from 8.30am to 5.30pm on Friday. The day 
temperature rose to 37.1 degrees Celsius, three degrees 
below normal, but higher than 34.7 a day earlier. The 
night temperature also saw a rise. The minimum 
temperature rose from 20.8 degrees Celsius on Thursday 
to 26.4 on Friday. The IMD has predicted gusty winds of 
40-50 kmph, which may at times rise to 60 kmph during 
the thunderstorms with dust-raising winds on Friday 
night and Saturday. There is a possibility of thundery 
development on Sunday and Monday."The city is likely 
to receive rain along with thunderstorms on Saturday. 
However, heatwave conditions are unlikely in Delhi 
over the next few days," a Met official said.Rain on 
Wednesday and strong winds for the past two days aided 
in the dispersion of pollutants, so Delhi's air quality 
stayed in the moderate category. Revoking GRAP Stage 
I on Friday with immediate effect, CAQM said, 
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EDITORIAL 6

menstruating Dalit schoolgirl was forced to write Unlike in the rest of the country, casteism is usually a 
her annual examination outside the classroom. private affair in Kerala. One rarely gets to 
Around the same time, three Dalit men died at a experience it in public spheres, thanks to the social 
Tiruppur dyeing factory after inhaling toxic gas revolutions the state has gone through. So when it 
while cleaning a sewage tank, an act proscribed recently raised its ugly head again, there was a 
by several laws and regulations. These recent furore across Kerala. It reminded us that the scourge 
cases in the two states stand out in their treatment still exists in deep layers among all the communities 
of the marginalised. That such gross human in the state.The Thiruvananthapuram police had, on 
rights violations are still happening in apparently April 23, registered a case for the “theft” of 18 
progressive states like Kerala and Tamil Nadu is a grams of gold from a house where a Dalit woman 
bigger shame. Swift action by the authorities in worked as household help. She was summoned to 
the Thiruvananthapuram and Pollachi cases is the police station the same evening. There, she 
welcome. But action against casteism does not claimed, she was not given food or water through 
stop there. Caste works in conscious and the night and was not even allowed to sleep. When the sub-inspector for lapses in taking the woman into 

subconscious ways—and we can address it only when she asked for drinking water, she reported she was told custody without a preliminary probe. Two days later, 
we acknowledge it. Our society, which allows the to get it from the toilet. The next day, she was released an assistant sub-inspector was also suspended.
turpitude to divide communities by turning its face after the complainant informed police that the “stolen In neighbouring Tamil Nadu, the bastion of Dravidian 
from it, needs to look at it in the eye and stare it down gold” had been found misplaced at home. The story politics, the principal of a school and two other 
with a steely resolve.shocked Kerala’s psyche. The government suspended employees in Pollachi were booked this week after a 

BrahMos: The bolt 
from the blue

Operation Sindoor: Breaking Gordian knot of terror & talks

engineering education.  What we need is mainstream Self-driving cars, drones that deliver vaccines to remote 
exposure—early, accessible, and hands-on.Does this all villages, financial systems that adapt real-time. These 
really matter for India? The answer, unequivocally, is are no longer in the realm of science fiction; they’re fast 
yes. We do not want to produce coders anymore. We becoming a part of the global artificial intelligence 
must shape the architects of the next digital age. And landscape. Yet, many in India, including our educators, 
agentic AI is not some distant frontier—it’s already are unfamiliar with ‘agentic AI’—the specific kind of AI 
impacting defence, climate modelling, healthcare, and that underpins these technologies.So, what is agentic AI? 
global supply chains. The country that trains its talent to Think of it as a level up from traditional AI. These 
lead in this space won’t just earn patents and profits; it intelligent systems respond to data and can make 
will mould global norms, influence technological independent decisions, learn from their environment, 
standards, and perhaps even set the ethical tone for and interact with other intelligent agents. They don’t just 
autonomous systems worldwide.process—they adapt, plan, negotiate and sometimes 

even disagree. In essence, they behave a bit like us. For Indian higher education institutes, the message is clear. 
Teaching our students to master basic AI isn’t enough. If The current AI curriculums in many of our institutions are 
our higher education institutions are serious about rich in machine learning, computer vision and natural 
preparing students for the age of intelligent machines, language processing. Impressive, yes. However, there’s 
they must go far beyond teaching the mechanics of a noticeable gap in preparing students to design systems 
algorithms or neural networks. We must enable students that can reason, collaborate, and operate autonomously 
to think critically about how autonomous systems learn, in unpredictable settings. This isn’t about just adding 
adapt, and interact, often in unpredictable environments.another topic to the AI syllabus. It’s about recognising a applications like autonomous fleets, robot-assisted embrace—experiential learning. Startups, for instance, 

disruptive transition in how machines think and manufacturing and intelligent supply chains. are perfect playgrounds for aspiring AI professionals. The curriculum must integrate this technical know-how 
act—and ensuring India’s future engineers are ready for They offer the chaos and creativity that agentic AI with a clear grasp of social impact and ethical design. And let’s not forget ethics. Tough questions stare at us as 
it.Agentic AI is more than a collection of algorithms. It demands. Unlike large corporations, startups pivot This approach requires an interdisciplinary outlook. machines begin to make decisions independently. How 
draws from diverse disciplines—cognitive science, quickly, take risks, and break things. That’s precisely the Designing an AI model is one thing; anticipating how it do we ensure fairness? What does transparency mean 
decision theory, robotics and ethics, to name a few. It’s environment where tomorrow’s AI innovators learn to behaves when faced with conflicting values in the real when machines independently change their strategies 
about creating intelligent entities that can make real-time thrive.Yet, the foundation still lies in education. And world is quite another. What should an AI system do mid-task? These are not casual asides. They’re central to 
decisions based on context, memory, internal goals and here’s where Indian universities have a real opportunity. when choosing between efficiency and fairness? Who is designing AI that earns human trust.That said, change is 
social cues. That is a complex task. And it requires a They must introduce courses that explore the inner accountable when algorithms go wrong? Questions like in the air. Some IITs are developing real-world 
rethink of how we teach AI.So far, most university workings of cognitive architectures—the models that these are the edge cases of tomorrow’s challenges, and applications where students build autonomous systems 
courses focus on AI that works with static data allow agents to reason and make decisions like humans. our students must be ready to address them.to solve sustainability and urban infrastructure 
sets—systems that are told what to do. What’s missing challenges. Indian industry players are moving beyond The curriculum must include lab experiments that let It’s a rare confluence of need, talent, and timing—Indian 
are courses on agents that figure things out for AI-powered dashboards to agentic platforms that students build agents that learn by doing, not by being educational institutes must act—to become a launchpad 
themselves. Our universities must train the students to reimagine how enterprises run. Startups, too, are rising to told. Educators must bring interdisciplinary perspectives for creative disruption in intelligent autonomy. That 
master the principles behind multiple agents the occasion, building niche solutions that draw heavily from psychology, neuroscience, and ethics to explore the journey can begin right now in Indian classrooms, so 
interacting—whether cooperating or competing—in on agentic AI models.This surge of activity outside the full implications of intelligent behaviour. Right now, long as we prioritise relevance over being tied to legacy 
shared environments. This is the backbone of classroom offers something our universities need to such course offerings are missing from our university systems.

To address casteism, society needs to acknowledge it first

AIR power pioneers asserted during the Great War 
years that aerial power is inherently offensive and 
should be independent; control of air is essential 
for victory; bombers would always penetrate 
defences and the enemy's will could be broken 
through strategic bombing. Recently, the Indian 
Air Force, with the combination of air-launched 
BrahMos and Su-30 MKI, reaffirmed that these 
tenets still hold true, forcing Pakistan to request a 
ceasefire.In 1983, the Government of India 
formed the Integrated Guided Missile 
Development Programme. Initially, it was 
focussed on ballistic missiles. But the devastating 
effect of US ship- and air-launched Tomahawk 
cruise missiles on Iraqi air defence systems during 
the 1991 Gulf war inspired India. In 1998, Dr APJ 
Abdul Kalam signed a pact with his Russian 
counterpart, establishing the BrahMos Aerospace 
joint venture. In 2001, the first test launch of 
BrahMos was conducted.BrahMos is a two-stage 
cruise missile with a solid-propellant booster in 
the first stage that accelerates the missile to 
supersonic speeds. Once separated, a liquid-
fuelled ramjet engine takes over, propelling it to a 
cruising speed of Mach 3. It operates at altitudes of 
15 km to 10 m and has a range of 300-800 km. It 
carries a 200-300 kg conventional warhead and 
operates on the fire-and-forget principle. After 
firing, it autonomously navigates to its target, 
using inertial navigation, satellite guidance and 
terrain contour-matching, achieving accuracy of 
less than one metre.The air-to-surface version was 
launched in 2017 and inducted into 222 Squadron, 
Tigersharks, in 2020. Its speed, accuracy and 
kinetic impact makes BrahMos one of the 
deadliest conventional cruise missiles. A direct hit 
from BrahMos can destroy reinforced bunkers, 
warships or command centres through its 
momentum. Its kinetic energy is 32 times of the 
US Tomahawk missile.

As ground-based air defence systems have become 
more accurate and lethal, the operational freedom 
once enjoyed by aerial platforms has diminished. 
The Ukraine-Russia war is a live example. After 
suffering heavy losses in the early stages, both 
sides avoided overflying contested areas and 
relied on long-range standoff weapons.A similar 
approach was observed in the recent India-
Pakistan conflict, when neither Indian nor 
Pakistani aircraft crossed the border. Pakistan 
relied on Turkish-made drones. Most of them were 
intercepted. Pakistan also used the 'Fateh' ballistic 
missile. Ballistic missiles have large-radar cross-
section and follow a predictable, high-altitude 
parabolic trajectory. It makes them vulnerable to 
interception. Sure enough, India intercepted all 
missiles. In contrast, India launched BrahMos 
missiles from Su-30 MKIs to destroy targets with 
pinpoint accuracy. Though detailed results remain 
classified, the operational impact was undeniable. 
These missiles ensured minimal risk to pilots 
while achieving precision strike objectives. Due to 
its low-altitude, supersonic cruise profile, 
BrahMos is virtually impossible to intercept with 
existing air defence systems.Indian scientists are 
already developing a future, more lethal version, 
BrahMos-NG (Next Generation). This will be 
smaller and lighter, enabling integration with 
platforms such as Tejas, Mirage and Rafale. 
Importantly, there will be no compromise on 
speed, range, lethality or stealth. Equipped with 
Active Electronically Scanned Array radar, it will 
offer enhanced precision. Simultaneously, a 
hypersonic version, known as BrahMos-II, 
inspired by the Russian Zircon missile, is being 
developed. It will be powered by scramjet to have 
a speed of more than 8 Mach and range of over 
1,500 km. It will be impossible to intercept. This 
missile could be a true game-changer.

Foreign Minister S Jaishankar's clanger last week that "at 
the start of the operation we messaged Pakistan, we 
were hitting only terrorist targets and not Pakistan's 
military so it could stay out" (though it chose not to) 
has proved disingenuous. Why was it said 20 days after 
Operation Sindoor? Earlier, at Uri and Balakot, 
"exclusion of Pakistan military" was qualified after the 
operations. So was it this time. But Pakistan's response 
was inevitable. The MEA has clarified it was said 
during phase 1 at the end of the operation when the 
DGMOs spoke.Nearly three weeks on, smoke over 
Bahawalpur and Muridke has not settled down. The 
fog of war has not lifted. Truth remains the first 
casualty. The ceasefire has no expiry date. Two 
terrorist incidents have taken place in Shopian and Tral 
and six local terrorists killed. Pahalgam culprits have 
not been caught. A new Multi-Agency Centre has come 
up; akin to shutting the stable door after the horse has 
bolted. For the sixth time, Donald Trump has said he 
"'managed to arrange ceasefire and avoid a bad nuclear 
war." In all previous India-Pakistan conflicts, US crisis 
management has been a notable feature.

During Kargil and Balakot, diplomacy was riding on the 
back of the military. In Op Sindoor, Indian diplomacy 
could not keep pace with the velocity of the brilliantly 
executed operations that had only one questionable 
supporter, Israel. No neighbouring country has backed 
India's kinetic response, though all have condemned 
the Pahalgam attack without naming Pakistan. China 
and Turkiye have come out in support of Pakistan. 
Despite India's veiled denial of US intercession, 

response." Pakistan's inevitable one-notch-up The internationalisation of Kashmir and re-hyphenation diplomatic teams are being sent abroad for fire-
response therefore had escalation built in. Rawalpindi with Pakistan have already happened. On bilateralism, fighting. Pakistan is following suit. In the month of 
had to escalate to de-escalate and get off ramp. Islamabad's National Security Committee stated on July, Pakistan will hold the UNSC presidency, during 
Superior technology and skill in delivery enabled India April 25 in response to Delhi's slew of non-kinetic which Kashmir is likely to come up.
to maintain domination over escalation control.This measures that "Pakistan shall exercise the right to hold Both India and Pakistan have celebrated victory. The 
has restored deterrence and expanded space for all bilateral agreements with India including but not balance of advantage in the aerial exchange is 
conventional operations by raising Pakistan's nuclear limited to Simla Agreement in abeyance till India unarguably with India. Pakistan will live to fight 
threshold. During the conflict, there was no nuclear desists from its manifest behaviour of fomenting another day as cross-border terrorism will not cease 
signalling, except US detection of dynamic targeting terrorism inside Pakistan, non-adherence to soon. While India may not have a national security 
that set off the nuclear alarm. The sale-worthiness of international law and UN resolutions on Kashmir." The policy, it has coined a complex counter-terrorism 
made-in-India and tested against Pakistan weaponry US may say it has "influence", not "control" over doctrine, declaring a terrorist attack an act of war and 
has enhanced even as the Chinese watched with a hawk Pakistan, it exercises both.The Composite Dialogue removing the light between proxies and sponsors. 
eye.Despite the stunning rise of technology, the man begun in 2004 has remained on-off since 2008. The Delhi has dispensed with Pakistan’s deniability and 
behind the machine is supreme. The foot soldier will contours of the post-Pahalgam dialogue will be known dossiers exchange.Not only is Op Sindoor the shortest 
dominate in conquest and defence of territory (PoK after the cessation of firing stabilises into ceasefire. stand-off, non-contact skirmish, but also the briefest 
and LAC). Op Sindoor was a war of attrition and India should drop the charade: response was against nuclear crisis. For the first time, the IAF has taken the 
achieving psychological ascendency. The relevance of terrorist infrastructure not the military, proportionate, honours by proving to be the sword arm. It has 
the Army will remain due to India's unsettled borders, responsible and non-escalatory. Ironically, Op Sindoor established air power is minimally escalatory. The 
internal instabilities and defending sovereignty and was required to break the Gordian knot terror and talks termination of the operation was qualified with "any 
territorial integrity. won't go together.Pakistan misadventure would attract a corresponding 

After the CBSE and other board exams results, the 'toppers' are in the news once again. but we fail to notice the agony of  the 'losers'.

Our society, which allows the turpitude to divide communities by turning its face from it, needs to look at it in the eye and stare it down with a steely resolve

Editorial

Within the world of  artificial intelligence, agentic AI is fast emerging as a critical frontier. The basic AI education our institutes are imparting is no longer 
enough. We need courses that explore the inner workings of  cognitive architectures—models that allow AI agents to reason and decide

The AI class we are bunking
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Ashok Hinduja not only said 
that he had full confidence in 
the board to deal with the 
situation and emerge stronger 
but also mentioned that he is 
ready to chip in with additional 
equity if  the situation 
warranted it.

to general customers from May 16, Kolkata. Did you know that SBI (State 
2025 is 6.55% and 7.05% for senior Bank of India) boasts of more than 50 
citizens. SBI trimmed the rates from crore customers — a number which is 
6.75% and 7.25% for general bigger than the combined total 
customers and senior citizens population of the US and Russia. And a 
respectively. The rate cut came significant number of them put their 
following the RBI slashing Repo Rate money in FD (fixed deposits). 
in February and April by 25 basis Therefore, you can easily understand 
points in each instance.how significant the interest rate on 

Interest rate on HDFC Bank FD, ICICI fixed deposit SBI pays is to a very large in February and April and experts state 
Bank FDNow turn to HDFC Bank, the number of people. Not only SBI. The that the rate cut will continue in the 
biggest private sector bank in the interest rates big banks such as HDFC current financial year. The retail 
country. HDFC Bank is offering 6.65% Bank and ICICI Bank pay to its inflation rate is below the RBI’s target 
interest on FD of three-year tenure to customers is of immense significance of 4% and if it remains in that zone, RBI 
the general customers and 7.15% to to crores of people. The reason — a will keep slashing rates in order to 
senior citizen customers. ICICI Bank, number of people, especially those who infuse growth in the economy for 
the second biggest private sector bank are retirees and young people who are raising consumption and employment 
in the country, is offering an interest averse to taking risks — depend om the generation.Interest rate on SBI FD
rate which is higher than both SBI and interest income from FDs both to run As RBI slashes key interest rates, all 
HDFC Bank on the three-year fixed their families and for appreciation of banks, including SBI, will cut deposit 
deposit. It is paying 6.75% to general capital.However, interest rates in India rates as well. So it is crucial that 
customers and 7.25% to senior citizens have started firmly on the downward customers grab interest rates before 
for all FDs involving less than Rs 3 march. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) they are further reduced. The interest 
crore.has already slashed the Repo rate twice rates that State Bank of India is offering 

Trump targets Samsung after tax threat to 
Apple for India shift: Wouldn't be fair

disc repanc ies ,  and  expressed  and attendant areas of concern… This new dawn with a sanitised slate to regain 
confidence that the situation would would lead to higher standards of the position the Bank enjoyed for many 
“lead to  higher  s tandards  of  transparency and governance, leading to decades,” Hinduja said in a statement.
transparency and governance, leading rebuilding trust in the Bank. The What RBI had said

to rebuilding trust in the bank”. After the development, Reserve Bank of 
The discrepancy reported by IndusInd India (RBI) stepped in to assuage 

Bank shocked the Indian banking nervous customers and said that 
sector, where IndusInd Bank is an IndusInd Bank remained ‘well-
emerging force in the private sector capitalised’. Its financial position was 
banking theatre and triggered concerns also ‘satisfactory.’ “The Reserve Bank 
over corporate governance and would like to state that the bank is well-
financial stability. On March 10, the capitalised and the financial position of 
bank management reported a financial the bank remains satisfactory,” the 
misstatement centering derivative banking  regula tor  wrote  in  a  
transactions. According to reports, the statement.“The stance of the Regulator 
impact was quantified at Rs 1,577 in addressing the issues in a very orderly 

coord ina ted  e ffo r t s  o f  cur ren t  crore, or 2.35% of the bank’s net worth. manner with suitable guidance, as 
management under the guidance and Investors reacted with alacrity and the Kolkata. Ashok P Hinduja, chairman, demonstrated by them in past for the 
monitoring of the Board and other next day the stock dived 27% and the IndusInd International Holdings has banking sector, is commendable. Though 
stakeholders have ensured that the bank’s scrip was put in the Futures & Options expressed his unwavering support to the Capital Adequacy of the Bank is quite 
business remains healthy, with robust ban list.Confidence in the boardIndusInd Bank against the backdrop of healthy, for business growth, should any 
capital adequacy. The continued recent accounting discrepancy with an “I express my continued, unequivocal trust further equity be required, IIHL, as the 
confidence of the customers in the Bank estimated impact of Rs 1,577 crore on the in the Chairman & Board of Directors of promoter of IBL, remains committed to 
shows their trust in the institution, which bank. In a statement Hinduja has also the Bank for their appropriate, swift supporting the Bank, as it has done over 
has always been upheld. This shall be a mentioned “swift actions to address the actions in order to address discrepancies the past 30 years,” Hinduja added.

IndusInd Bank: Ashok Hinduja expresses 
unwavering support including equity infusion

RBI Announces Record Rs 2.69 Lakh 
Crore Dividend Bonanza For Modi Govt

CHENNAI. Gold Prices in India, as of the 
weekend, have seen a notable increase. On 
Saturday (May 24) gold recorded an average 
price of ?9,769 per gram (24 Karat- 999 purity), 
and ?8,956 per gram (22 Karat -91.6% purity).

These rates reflect a steady rise in gold prices over 
the past few weeks, influenced by various global 
and domestic factors.

Global Market Influences
Internationally, gold prices have been 

experiencing upward momentum. Analysts 
predict that gold could reach up to $4,000 per 
ounce within the next year, driven by global 
economic uncertainties and inflation concerns .

In India, this global trend is mirrored, with prices 
steadily climbing. For instance, on May 8, 2025, 
24 Karat gold was priced at ?9,960 per gram, 

indicating a consistent upward trajectory .
Cultural Significance and Demand
Gold holds immense cultural and economic 

significance in India. It is considered a symbol 
of prosperity and security, especially during 
weddings, festivals, and other significant life 
events. This cultural affinity drives consistent 
demand, particularly during peak seasons like 
Akshaya Tritiya and wedding months.

However, the recent price hikes have led to 
cautious buying behavior among consumers. 
While gold remains a preferred investment 
avenue, the increased costs are prompting 
buyers to reconsider their purchases .

Market Trends and Predictions
Despite the recent price increases, some experts 

anticipate a potential correction. Gold prices 
have fallen approximately 7% from their peak in 
April 2025, and there's speculation that they 
might drop to ?88,000 per 10 grams . Investors 
are advised to monitor market trends closely and 
consider diversifying their portfolios to mitigate 
risks.

New Delhi. The Global Trade Research Initiative said 
on Saturday that even if the US imposesd a 25% 
tariff on iPhones manufactured in India, production 
costs would still be significantly lower than making 
the devices in the United States.The GTRIs' 
comments came in the wake of US President Donald 
Trump’s recent statement threatening to impose a 
25% tariff on iPhones if Apple chose to produce 
them in India.Despite this threat, the GTRI report 
demonstrated that Indian manufacturing remained a 
financially viable option for Apple, ANI reported.

Why are iPhones so expensive?
Breaking down the value chain of a $1,000 iPhone, the 

report highlighted the global nature of its 
production, involving parts and expertise from more 
than a dozen countries. Apple itself claims the 
largest portion of the value, around $450 per device, 
through its brand, software, and design.US 
component manufacturers, including Qualcomm 
and Broadcom, contribute approximately $80, while 
Taiwan adds $150 through chip manufacturing. 
South Korea supplies around $90 via OLED screens 
and memory chips, and Japan provides $85, mainly 
through camera components. Germany, Vietnam, 
and Malaysia contribute a further $45 through 
smaller parts.The report said that even though India 
is a major assembly hub, it receives just about $30 
per device, amounting less than 3% of the retail 
price.

Why Apple may choose to 
stay for 'Make in India' 
iPhones even after Trump's 
25% tariff  slap

Gold prices in India see a 
notable increase: review

New Delhi  It seems Apple is not alone US at plants in India. The US 
President's tariff bogey hits the in facing US President Donald 
plans of Apple to diversify its Trump's tariff threat. The eccentric 
p r o d u c t i o n  US President has also targeted 
capabil i t ies .According to Apple's rival Samsung and warned 
analysts, around 90% of Apple's that the South Korean company 
smartphones are assembled in 

would also face a 25% import tax if 
China. However, amid the US's 

its phones were not manufactured in 
trade war with China, Cook said 

America.Speaking to reporters in the in an earnings call earlier this 
White House, Trump said the tariff month that the majority of 
wou ld  app ly  to  any  phone  the United States of America to be iPhones sold in the US for the 
manufacturer selling devices in the June quarter would "have India as manufactured and built in the United 
US."It would be more. It would also be their country of origin", according to States, not India, or anyplace else. If 

CNN.Samsung and anybody that makes that that is not the case, a tariff of at least 
However, Samsung doesn't rely on product. Otherwise, it wouldn't be 25% must be paid by Apple to the US," 

China for smartphone manufacturing fair...when they build their plant here, Trump said in a post on Truth Social.
and a majority of its operations take there is no tariff," Trump said.The Trump's post saw Apple's shares falling 
place in India, South Korea, Vietnam, remarks came as he stepped up the 2.6%, wiping out approximately USD 
and Brazil.pressure on Apple to build its iPhones 70 bi l l ion.Last  week,  Trump 

The South Korean tech giant closed its in the country."I have long ago expressed his displeasure with Apple 
last phone manufacturing factory in over the company's move to informed Apple CEO Tim Cook that I 
China in 2019.manufacture iPhones to be sold in the expect the iPhones that will be sold in 

Wipro CEO Pallia took home 
Rs 53.4 crore in FY25; 
Executive Chairman Rishad 
Premji's pay doubled
BENGALURU. Wipro CEO and MD Srinivas Pallia, 

who assumed the role in April last year, took home 
about Rs 53.4 crore ($6.27 million) in FY25, 
according to the IT services firm's latest 20-F filing 
with the US Securities and Exchange Commission.

Interestingly, Wipro Executive Chairman Rishad 
Premji's remuneration more than doubled from Rs 
6.4 crore in FY24 to about Rs 13.7 crore ($1.6 
million) in FY25, due to the increase in the 
company's net profit.In FY24, Rishad Premji did not 
take any variable pay. He was entitled to a 
commission at the rate of 0.35% on incremental 
consolidated net profits of the company over the 
previous fiscal year. "However, in light of the fact 
that the incremental consolidated net profits for 
fiscal year 2024 was negative, the company 
determined that no commission was payable for 
fiscal year 2024 to Premji," the company had said in 
its FY24 annual report.In FY24, Wipro's former 
CEO Thierry Delaporte took home about Rs 166 
crore, which made him the highest-paid CEO of the 
Indian IT sector.There were no stock options granted 
to Rishad Premji in fiscal year 2025.

The filings also mentioned that as of March 31, 2023, 
2024 and 2025, the company and its subsidiaries had 
more than 250,000, 232,000 and 230,000 employees, 
respectively. As of March 31, 2023, 2024 and 2025, 
more than 49,000, 41,000 and 38,000, respectively, 
of these employees were located outside India. "We 
have increasingly focused on hiring local resources 
in the countries where we operate. Highly trained and 
motivated people are critical to the success of our 
business. To achieve this, we focus on attracting and 
retaining the best people possible," the company 
said.In July 2024, the company adopted a new 
scheme for the grant of employee stock options, 
performance stock units and/or restricted stock units 
to the eligible employees of the company and Wipro 
Limited group companies.The company also said in 
its filings that the cost of revenues decreased by 
2.17%, primarily due to a one-time employee 
restructuring cost of Rs 383.8 crore in fiscal year 
2024.Its total employee compensation costs 
decreased due to lower average headcount in fiscal 
year 2025 as compared to fiscal year 2024 and was 
partially offset by the impact of salary increases and 
promotions.

Mumbai. The rupee snapped its three-day losing 
streak and settled for the day higher by 50 paise at 
85.45 against the US dollar on Friday, on a sharp fall 
in the dollar index and surge in domestic equities, 
amid rise in risk appetite for riskier assets. Forex 
traders said, the rupee which had lost 53 paise in the 
last three trading sessions, settled with significant 
gains on Friday largely supported by the weakness of 
the American currency in the overseas 
market.However, a slight recovery in crude oil prics 
and foreign fund outflows capped the appreciation 
bias in the local unit to some extent. At the interbank 
foreign exchange market, the rupee witnessed heavy 
volatility. It opened at 85.95 then touched an intra-
day high of 85.11 and a low of 86.10 against the US 
dollar.The domestic unit settled for the day at 85.45, 
higher by 50 paise over its previous close. On 
Thursday, the rupee depreciated 36 paise to close at 
85.95 against the US dollar.“We expect the rupee to 
trade with a positive bias on underlying weakness in 
the US dollar index and improved global risk 
sentiments. However, selling pressure from foreign 
investors may cap sharp upside movement,” said 
Anuj Choudhary – Research Analyst at Mirae Asset 
Sharekhan.Choudhary further noted that traders may 
take cues from existing home sales data from the US. 
“USD-INR spot price is expected to trade in a range 
of 85 to 85.70,” he said. Meanwhile, the dollar index, 
which gauges the greenback’s strength against a 
basket of six currencies, was trading lower by 0.60 
per cent at 99.36, on rise in risk appetite in global 
markets and strength in riskier currencies. Easing of 
US treasury yields also pressurised the greenback.

Interest in 3-year FD: Know what 
SBI, HDFC Bank etc are paying

Rupee vs Dollar: INR ends 3-
day losing streak, gains 50 
paise to end at 85.45/USD

The RBI has also increased its 
contingency risk buffer (CRB) 
to 7.5 per cent from 6.5 per 
cent earlier at the meeting of  
its Central Board held on 
Friday. 

significant in light of the central bank’s 
measures to lower rupee volatility by 
strong dollar purchases earlier in fiscal 
2025 and difference in the current versus 
historical exchange rate. Added to this are 
the interest income on government 
securities and earnings from funds 
extended to banks in the midst of 
previous tight liquidity.Earnings on forex 
transactions were substantial with gross 
dollar sales tracking at $371.6 billion in 
fiscal 2025 till February compared to 
$153 billion in fiscal 2024, according to 

New Delhi. The Reserve Bank of India IDFC First bank's Chief Economist 
(RBI) on Friday approved its highest- Gaura Sengupta.The higher dividend 
ever dividend of a staggering Rs 2.69 creates fiscal space of 0.1 per cent to 0.2 
lakh crore to the PM Narendra Modi-led per cent of GDP, estimates Sengupta. 

(CRB) to 7.5 per cent from 6.5 per cent In September 2024, foreign exchange Central government for the financial year With support from the higher-than-
earlier at the meeting of its Central Board reserves peaked to $704 billion and the 2024-25. The dividend payout is a robust budgeted RBI surplus and savings on a 
held on Friday. The CRB helps cover RBI is estimated to have sold over $125 27.4 per cent increase over the few expenditure heads, the Central 
potential hits like bad loans, falling asset billion since then, according to estimates corresponding figure of Rs 2.1 lakh crore government is in a fairly strong position 
v a l u e s ,  o r  s u d d e n  e c o n o m i c  by Nomura and DBS Bank. The previous for the previous year.The record dividend to counter the growth slowdown risks and 
shocks.Economists had expected the record dividend transferred to the will help to keep the fiscal deficit in check any potential emergency spending 
RBI’s dividend to the government to government stands at Rs 2.1 lakh crore while enabling the Finance Ministry to requirements.Apart from helping to 
surpass a record Rs 2.5 lakh this year as during 2024-25. This was a record jump continue with its expenditure on big- lower the fiscal deficit, the RBI dividend 
the central bank earnings, through the from the Rs 87,416 crore transferred to ticket infrastructure projects to spur will be a significant infusion to core 
sale of dollars to prop up the rupee as it the government in 2023-24 for the profit growth and social welfare schemes to liquidity in the banking system during the 
sharply depreciated during 2024-25, are made in 2022-23.Among the RBI’s uplift the poor in 2025-26.The RBI has current financial year. 
reported to have shot up. earnings, forex transactions are the most also increased its contingency risk buffer 
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Considering this is the start of a new WTC making his case for KL Rahul — expected to NEW DELHI. As India prepares to name a 
cycle, I would go with a young, talented open the innings with Yashasvi Jaiswal in the new Test captain while unveiling the squad 
leader—Shubman Gill. Although he’s yet to upcoming series, having formed a solid for the crucial five-match series in England, 
fully establish himself at the Test level, I’d partnership on the Australia tour.“I would go former wicketkeeper-batter Saba Karim has 
like to see the selectors make a bold move,” with KL Rahul — he’s an experienced thrown his support behind Shubman Gill. In 
said Karim on Follow The Blues - Selectors campaigner. I don’t want to put too much contrast, ex-chief selector Kiran More 

pressure on Shubman Gill. He hasn’t believes KL Rahul is the better option to lead 
done enough in Test cricket yet. He the side.Following Rohit Sharma’s 
hasn’t played much domestic cricket retirement from Test cricket earlier this 
either, so there’s a lot of learning still to month, Gill has emerged as one of the 
do in the longer format,” said More.leading contenders for the role. Rahul, who 

has captained India in three Tests previously, “Let him grow — maybe he can be vice-
is also firmly in the conversation, especially captain for a year or two. For now, KL 
given his consistent presence in the red-ball Rahul is the right choice. He has the 
setup. exper ience ,  t emperament ,  and  

communication skills needed to lead,” Go Beyond The Boundary with our YouTube 
he added.channel. SUBSCRIBE NOW!

India’s high-stakes Test series against Other names doing the rounds include pace 
England, part of the 2025–27 ICC World spearhead Jasprit Bumrah — who has led 
Test Championship cycle, will run from India in three Tests — and wicketkeeper- Meet episode on JioHotstar.We've seen his 

June 20 to August 4. The matches are batter Rishabh Pant. However, Bumrah may leadership skills in the shorter format with 
scheduled to be played at Headingley, not be available for all five Tests in England, GT, and he seems to be in a very happy space 
Edgbaston, Lord’s, Old Trafford, and The while Pant, despite his impressive record when leading. That should bode well for 
Oval. India will be aiming to win a Test overseas, could be a strong candidate for the India,” added Karim, who has previously 
series in England for the first time since vice-captaincy instead.“You have Shubman served as a national selector.More, however, 
2007.Gill, KL Rahul, and Rishabh Pant. stressed the importance of experience, 

win for the Neapolitan side, also ensuring safe with a second goal. The Scottish player 
that they held off Champions League ended the campaign with 12 goals and six 
finalists Inter Milan, who did win their assists, and the clinical effort also earned 
final game but fell short with a point in the him the Serie A Player of the Season 

award.He was part of a lucrative £25.7 
million deal that saw his exit from Man 
United in August 2024, but in no time, he 
became a fan favourite in Naples. His 
exceptional performances and work 
ethic have led him to be compared with 
club legends, and fans affectionately call 
him “McFratm” and “McMaradona.” 
The 28-year-old has thrived under the 
mentorship of manager Antonio Conte, 
who has advanced his midfield role.

It is said that Conte even made adjustments 
in his own tactical arrangements to 
accommodate McTominay’s strengths, title race.McTominay remained in the New Delhi. SSC Napoli secured their fourth 

as he shifted from a traditional three-center-limelight during the entire game as he broke Serie A title with an emphatic 2-0 victory 
back formation to four. This update allowed the deadlock with a spectacular scissor-kick over Cagliari Calcio at the Diego Armando 
McTominay to play on the left side of goal only three minutes before half-time, Maradona Stadium in Naples on Friday. 
midfield as he often joined the attack and handing a lead to Napoli. Only six minutes Club midfielder Scott McTominay and 
sometimes even positioned himself higher into the second half, his former Manchester Romelu Lukaku rose to the occasion, 
than Lukaku.United team-mate Lukaku made the game scoring a goal each, which sealed the home 

Napoli clinch fourth Serie A title as 
Scott McTominay becomes club legend

NEW DELHI. Mohammed Shami's fitness 
status is a topic of discussion ahead of India's 
Test team selection. The veteran fast bowler 
has had an ordinary IPL season and is still 
feeling his way back after a long injury 
layoff. Excerpts from an interview...

Go Beyond The Boundary with our YouTube 
channel. SUBSCRIBE NOW!

Are you physically fit to take on the workload 
of playing a five-Test series in England?

I'm trying my best, doing hard work, 
performing strength exercises, attending 
practice sessions regularly, delivering 
maximum numbers of balls in the nets and 
managing my workload as much as possible. 

Red ball ke liye workload badhana padega 
(for red-ball cricket, the workload needs to 
be increased). The series is right after the 
IPL. There's also an India ‘A' series. So, it is 
hectic for everybody.

With Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli having 
retired, do you feel India will miss out on 
crucial experience on the England tour?

Aaj kal ke cricket mey senior aur junior ka 
kahan fark hai (the distinction between 
youngsters and senior players doesn't really 
exist in today's cricket)! All are mature 
enough for international cricket these days 
due to the huge exposure in the IPL. The 
important thing to see is how the team is 
formed and what combinations are made. So 
in that sense, mera aur Bumrah ka rahna 
zaroori hai (it's important for me and Bumrah 
to be present on the England tour). Leading 
the bowling unit is important.Are you 
satisfied with your performance in the IPL so 
far?No, I am not satisfied. I couldn't deliver 
what I wanted to. I didn't meet expectations. 
But still, I feel I can give my best in any 
format, any time if given the opportunity.

high-risk.Speaking on Follow The Blues – scored 1,893 runs with five hundreds, the 
Selectors Meet on JioHotstar, Karim said he Punjab batter has shown promise but not 
sees leadership potential in the 25-year-old, yet dominance. That, Karim suggested, is 
who has already begun to shoulder what makes a potential captaincy offer to 
responsibilities in white-ball formats. Gill Gill a “bold move” by the selectors.
currently serves as vice-captain in ODIs and The Ajit Agarkar-led selection committee 
T20Is and led India during the T20 series in will meet at the BCCI headquarters on 
Zimbabwe in 2024. He also highlighted that Saturday to finalise the Test squad for the 
despite his limited captaincy credentials in England tour, which kicks off at 
Tests, his temperament and exposure at the Headingley. Apart from Gill, other names 

New Delhi  As India braces for a new era in international level make him a strong reportedly in the mix for the leadership 
Test cricket, former cricketer and ex-selector contender.“You have Shubman Gill, KL role include wicketkeeper-batter Rishabh 
Saba Karim has thrown his support behind Rahul, and Rishabh Pant. Considering this is Pant and pace spearhead Jasprit 
Shubman Gill as the ideal candidate to take the start of a new WTC cycle, I would go Bumrah.Gill’s captaincy stint in the IPL 
over the captaincy reins. With Rohit Sharma with a young, talented leader—Shubman with Gujarat Titans has given Indian 
retiring from the longest format earlier this Gill. Although he’s yet to fully establish cricket a glimpse of his leadership style. 
month, the BCCI is set to name a new Test himself at the Test level, I’d like to see the But whether that experience translates 
skipper ahead of the crucial five-match series selectors make a bold move. We've seen his into a role as India’s Test captain remains 
in England, beginning June 20. And while leadership skills in the shorter format with to be seen. One thing is clear: the decision 
the decision is expected to shape India’s red- GT, and he seems to be in a very happy space will mark a significant shift, not just in 
ball identity for the new World Test when leading. That should bode well for personnel, but in approach — and Karim 
Championship cycle, Karim believes opting India," he said.However, the former believes Gill might just be ready to still in the process of cementing his place in 
for Gill could be both forward-thinking and wicketkeeper also acknowledged that Gill is embrace that challenge.the Test side. Having played 32 matches and 

New Delhi. 

Kohli’s role. Shubman has the technique 
and temperament to control the pace of the 
game and should be earmarked as the next 
great in red-ball cricket.

Wicketkeeper
Rishabh Pant
The X-factor of the team—Rishabh Pant 

should be the first-choice keeper in the Test 
format. He is already out of the ODI and 
T20I squads and had a disappointing season 
in the Indian Premier League.

It would benefit him if the Indian 
management shows some trust during the 
England tour. Dhruv Jurel can be named as 
Pant’s backup.

Spinnerrestore belief—and who better to lead the several rising stars in their A team.On that 
The toss-up will be between Ravindra Jadeja charge than Gautam Gambhir, a man who note, here's how India's 16-member squad 

and Washington Sundar. Gambhir has shown has always worn his heart on his could look for the England Test tour:
a preference for Sundar during his brief stint sleeve.However, Gambhir will be under Batters
with the Indian team, but it will likely be pressure due to the recent results and he Yashasvi Jaiswal, KL Rahul, Sai Sudharsan, 
Jadeja who gets the nod.Kuldeep Yadav is would like to carefully handpick the men he Shubman GillYashasvi Jaiswal and KL With the retirement of Rohit 
likely to miss out on the England Tests.wants to surround himself with, in what Rahul should be given the opener’s slot, Sharma and Virat Kohli, two key spots have 

Fast Bowlersmight turn out to be a tough away tour considering the partnership they forged in opened up in the playing XI, sending Indian 
Nitish Kumar Reddy, Jasprit Bumrah, against the Bazballing England.This Indian Australia in 2024–25. Rahul’s experience of into an immediate transitionary phase. The 

Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh Krishna, Akash team will truly be a Gautam Gambhir side, as opening in English conditions could prove availability of two spots in the playing XI in 
Deephe is expected to have significant input on invaluable on this tour.Shubman Gill turn, has opened up places in the extended 

squad selection following the retirements of This is the pace attack India will rely on to win transitioned to No. 3 once India moved on squad as well. The Indian Test team is at a 
the two senior players. New faces are the Test series. The last time India toured from Cheteshwar Pujara in the red-ball critical juncture, having lost back-to-back 
expected to be included in the Test squad, England, in 2021, Virat Kohli’s team rattled format. It might be time for him to move series against New Zealand and Australia. 
especially since India have already named the English side.down one more spot and take over Virat They need a strong showing in England to 

Shubman Gill as Test captain will be a bold 
move: Saba Karim backs young batter

How India's NextGen Test squad will 
look like: The England tour probables

KL Rahul, not Shubman Gill, is the right 
choice for Team India captaincy'

New Delhi. The transition period in the Indian 
Test team began two years ago. Senior pros 
who once formed the backbone of the batting 
line-up were gradually eased out, and India 
began experimenting with rookies in the 
bowling unit.Yet few would have predicted 
that on Saturday, 24 May - just weeks before 
the much-anticipated England tour - the 
senior selection committee would be sitting 
down to choose not only a new captain, but 
also a replacement for the iconic No. 4 spot, 
long held by one of the game's greats. Winter 
is finally here.India are heading into the next 
cycle of the World Test Championship 
without Virat Kohli, R. Ashwin and Rohit 
Sharma. Ashwin retired midway through the 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy last year, and in 
May, Kohli and Rohit both called time on 
their Test careers - within a span of just five 
days.India's Test Squad Announcement For 
England Live UpdatesIt was widely expected 
that Kohli would tour England and guide a 
relatively inexperienced side, especially 
after Rohit's exit. But the former captain 
surprised many by announcing his retirement 

from his  favouri te  format.  While 
acknowledging it was a difficult decision, 
Kohli called it a timely one.India have now 
been fast-tracked into a transition phase as 
significant as the one between 2011 and 
2013, when the team moved past icons like 
Sachin Tendulkar and Rahul Dravid.All eyes 
are now on head coach Gautam Gambhir and 
selection committee chief Ajit Agarkar, as 
they meet at the BCCI headquarters on 
Saturday to pick the squad for the five-Test 
series in England.While several key 
questions await answers, the biggest of them 
all is: 'Who will be India's next Test 
captain?'In an ideal world, the answer to this 
question is straightforward: Jasprit Bumrah. 
Arguably the world's best pacer, Bumrah had 
expressed his desire to lead India in whites, 
and once he got the opportunity, he proved 
his worth. 

India's next Test captain: 
Is Shubman Gill ready 

for the big job

New Delhi.   Sunrisers Hyderabad assistant 
coach Simon Helmot was full of praise for 
Ishan Kishan, following his match-winning 
innings against Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
(RCB) in Match 65 of the Indian Premier 
League 2025 (IPL 2025). Kishan played a 
magnificent innings of 94 off 48 balls with 
the help of seven fours and five sixes as he 
guided SRH to a massive score of 231/6 in 
their allotted 20 overs.It was the first 50-plus 
score for Kishan after 12 innings as he had 
earlier begun the season with a breathtaking 
century against the Rajasthan Royals (RR) in 
the opening game of his team. Following his 
marvellous innings, Simon Helmot was in 
awe of Kishan as he praised him for pacing 
his innings well.

“Ishan Kishan played a very mature innings — 
he certainly held the innings together for us. 
Our batters assessed the wicket well, and we 
felt it was a good surface to bat on, so a big 
total was going to be necessary. We 
maintained an aggressive approach, but it 
was also important to have a set batter at the 
end to capitalize on the final overs. As a 
batting unit, I think we stayed on course. 
Ishan, once again, played an excellent 
innings, and we had some solid contributions 
throughout the lineup,” said Helmot in the 
post-match press conference.Kishan walked 

in to bat after a fiery start from Abhishek 
Sharma and Travis Head, who together added 
54 runs for the first wicket in 24 balls. The 
wicketkeeper batter held one end and was 
successful in forming crucial partnerships 
with Heinrich Klaasen and Aniket Verma.

India's Test Squad Announcement For England 
Live Updates

He brought up his half-century off 28 balls and 
later accelerated in the end to take SRH’s 
score past 230. Meanwhile, the victory vs 
RCB was fifth for SRH in the ongoing 
season. They’re ranked eighth on the points 
table with five wins from 13 matches, having 
11 points to their name. The Pat Cummins-led 
side will be eager to finish the tournament on 
a high note as they take on Kolkata Knight 
Riders (KKR) on May 25.

I'm trying my best and 
managing my workload 

as much as possible: 
Mohammed Shami

SRH Assistant coach delighted 
with Ishan Kishan's 'mature' 

innings vs RCB

Former India cricketer Saba Karim backed 

Shubman Gill to become India's next Test 

captain, calling it a bold but progressive 

step as the BCCI prepares for a new 

leadership era ahead of the England tour.

India are set to announce their 
squad for the 5-match Test tour of  
England on Saturday, May 23. Head 
coach Gautam Gambhir and 
national selector Ajit Agarkar will 
hold a press conference in 
Mumbai, which will give fans 
clarity on who are set to be 
earmarked for the future of  Indian 
Test cricket.

Scott McTominay helped Napoli 
lift the Serie A title on Friday, 
cementing his place as a legend 
of  the club notably after his 
move from Manchester United. 
He was adjudged league's Most 
Valuable Player (MVP) for 2024-
25.
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