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Centre's Operation Sindoor global outreach another
bid to ‘divert attention’: Jairam Ramesh

The Sikh Times
Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, May 21: Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Wednesday called the sending of
multi-party delegations to international capitals,
to brief the global community about Operation
Sindoor, a diversionary tactic and a public rela-
tions exercise by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The Congress leader asked why the Centre is not
convening a special session of the Parliament to
discuss the Pahalgam terrorist attack. Know the
latest trending news with HT. Read detailed arti-
cles here "I feel this is another attempt to divert
attention. This is a public relations exercise. We
are raising real issues about terrorism and terror-
ist attacks, China, Pakistan...Why are you not call-
ing a special session of Parliament?" Ramesh told
ANI. "Since April 22, Congress and other opposi-
tion parties have been demanding an all-party
meeting. Two meetings were held, but the PM
was not present. Later, LoP Rahul Gandhi ji and
Kharge ji wrote to the PM to call a special session
of Parliament to discuss political issues arising out of
this (Pahalgam attack)," he added. He said that the
issues of Pakistan's continuous support of terrorists
targeting India and that country's strategic partner-

ship with China should be discussed in the House.
"We have also not discussed the China issue. In the
middle of this, to divert attention, they (Central govt)
announced a caste census. As we continued our

demand for an all-party meeting and special session
of Parliament, they (Central govt) announced the con-
stitution of delegations comprising MPs from various
political parties," he said. The first three multi-party
delegations to international capitals to brief the glob-

al community about Operation Sindoor will start their
journey on Wednesday and Thursday, the Ministry of
External Affairs said on Tuesday. Meanwhile, JD(U)
MP Sanjay Kumar Jha, who is leading one of the

seven delegations, on Wednesday said
the delegation's job is to reveal the true
face of Pakistan to the entire world on
how it is promoting state-sponsored ter-
rorism. "Look, one of the biggest issues
is that the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is sending seven delegations in the
world. Right now we are going and our
delegation is going to Japan, South
Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia and
Singapore. The biggest issue is that this
terrorism, which is Pakistan's state poli-
cy. It is the job of the entire delegation to
reveal the face of Pakistan to the entire
world. The whole state of Pakistan spon-
sors terrorism, and the terrorism thrives
completely with the support of the
state," Jha told ANI. In the context of

Operation Sindoor and India's continued fight
against cross-border terrorism, seven All-Party
Delegations are set to visit key partner countries,
including members of the UN Security Council later
this month.

Two of seven all-party delegations depart for Southeast Asia, Africa
The Sikh Times

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, May 21: Two of the seven

multi-party delegations, which will inform
interlocutors around the world about India’s
approach to combating Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism and explain the rationale behind
Operation Sindoor, departed for Southeast
Asia and Africa on Wednesday. The seven del-
egations will fan out to different regions of the
world over the next few days and interact with
ministers, political leaders, lawmakers, think
tanks and the media to raise the heat on
Pakistan for its support for cross-border ter-
rorism directed against India. They will also
underline the need to hold Pakistan and its
military establishment accountable for sup-
porting terror groups. The first delegation led
by Janata Dal (United) MP Sanjay Kumar Jha
left on Wednesday morning for a five-nation
visit. The team includes Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) MPs Aparajita Sarangi, Brij Lal,
Hemang Joshi and Pradhan Baruah,
Trinamool Congress MP Abhishek Banerjee,
Communist Party of India (Marxist) MP John

Brittas, Congress leader and former foreign
minister Salman Khurshid, and former ambas-
sador Mohan Kumar. “Zero tolerance against

terrorism!” external affairs ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said in a social
media post about the departure of the first del-
egation as “part of India’s diplomatic outreach
on #OperationSindoor”. He added, “The dele-

gation will be visiting Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Republic of Korea, Japan & Singapore to
affirm India’s resolve on combating terrorism

in all its forms.” The second delegation led by
Shiv Sena MP Shrikant Shinde left later in the
day and will travel to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Liberia, Congo and Sierra
Leone. This group includes BJP MPs Bansuri

Swaraj, Atul Garg and Manan Kumar Mishra,
Indian Union Muslim League MP
Mohammed Basheer, Biju Janata Dal MP
Sasmit Patra, BJP leader SS Ahluwalia and for-
mer ambassador Sujan Chinoy. Members of
both these delegations were briefed ahead of
their departure on Tuesday by foreign secre-
tary Vikram Misri, who highlighted India’s
“new normal” in tackling cross-border terror-
ism as exemplified by the military strikes
under Operation Sindoor on terrorist infra-
structure in territories controlled by Pakistan,
people familiar with the matter said. Misri also
told members of the delegations that India will
no longer allow terrorists to carry out their
activities under the cover of Pakistan’s
“nuclear blackmail” and that the Pakistani mil-
itary establishment will have to pay a price for
attacks through its terrorist proxies, the peo-
ple added, on condition of anonymity. The del-
egations were also asked to raise the world
community’s lacklustre record in holding the
Pakistani military and intelligence community
to account despite considerable evidence pro-
vided by India that linked it to past terror
strikes such as the 2008 Mumbai attacks and

the 2019 Pulwama suicide bombing, the peo-
ple said. The delegations were also briefed on
India’s decision to keep the Indus Waters
Treaty in abeyance till Pakistan “credibly and
irrevocably” abjures its support for cross-bor-
der terror. External affairs minister S
Jaishankar, currently on a three-nation visit to
Europe, dialled his Bahraini counterpart
Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani to discuss
India’s campaign against terrorism ahead of
the arrival of another all-party delegations in
the West Asian country. “Discussed the chal-
lenge posed by terrorism and the need to
combat it resolutely,” Jaishankar said in a
social media post. An all-party delegation led
by BJP MP Baijayant Panda is set to travel to
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Algeria
from May 24. The issue of countering terror-
ism was also raised by India at a virtual meet-
ing of the council of ministers of the Indian
Ocean Rim Association (IORA) on
Wednesday. P Kumaran, secretary (east) in
the external affairs ministry, who led the
Indian delegation at the meet hosted by Sri
Lanka, said that terrorism “must be unequivo-
cally condemned” by all states. 

PM Modi to inaugurate 103 redeveloped
Amrit Stations in 18 states today

The Sikh Times
Navdeep Singh Sahni

New Delhi, May 21: Prime minister
Narendra Modi will inaugurate 103
redeveloped Amrit Stations on
todayday in 86 districts across 18
states developed at a cost of over
?1,100 crore. Modi took to X and
said, “Today, 22nd May is a land-
mark day for India’s railway infra-
structure. The Amrit Stations will
boost comfort, connectivity and
celebrate our glorious culture!” He
is set to visit Bikaner to inaugurate
the redeveloped Deshnoke station
under the Amrit Bharat Station
scheme and flag-off Bikaner-
Mumbai express train. He will lay
the foundation stone, inaugurate
and dedicate to the nation multiple
development projects worth over ?26,000
crore and also address a public function
in Palana. “Over 1,300 stations are being
redeveloped with modern facilities,
designed to reflect regional architecture

and enhance passenger amenities under
the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme,” a
statement from the government said.
The redeveloped Amrit stations across

India integrate modern infrastructure
with cultural heritage, passenger-centric
amenities including those for Divyangjan
and sustainable practices to enhance the
travel experience. “Indian Railway is
marching towards 100% electrification of

its network, making railway operations
more efficient and environment friendly.
In line with this, Prime Minister will lay
the foundation stone of Churu-Sadulpur

rail line (58 km) and dedicate to
the Nation Suratgarh-Phalodi
(336 km); Phulera-Degana (109
km); Udaipur-Himmatnagar (210
km); Phalodi-Jaisalmer (157 km)
and Samdari-Barmer (129 km)
rail line electrification,” the state-
ment said. Modi will also lay the
foundation stone for construction
of three vehicle underpasses,
widening and strengthening of
National highways. He will also
dedicate seven roadways projects
in Rajasthan. The roadways proj-
ects, worth over ?4,850 crore, will
facilitate smoother movement of

goods and people. The highways extend
up to the Indo-Pak border, enhancing
accessibility for security forces and
strengthening India’s defence infrastruc-
ture. 

Modi will also lay the foundation

CM inaugurated the Jail Training Academy in Karnal
The Sikh Times
Sanjay Arora

Chandigarh, May 21: Haryana Chief
Minister Sh Nayab Singh Saini today
announced a major recruitment drive in
the Prison Department, declaring that
around 1,300 posts of jail warders will be
filled shortly to further strengthen the
state's judicial and correctional system.
Also, medical and paramedical vacancies in
the Prison Department, as well as essential
staff positions for the newly built Jail
Training Academy in Karnal, will also be
filled soon. The Chief Minister made these
announcements after inaugurating the Jail
Training Academy in Karnal, which aims
to provide comprehensive training to
prison personnel with a focus on reform,
rehabilitation, and modernization. The
academy, spread over 6.5 acres and con-
structed at a cost of Rs 3.29 crore, incorpo-
rates energy-efficient and temperature-
optimized techniques. He also announced
that new jails will be constructed in

Panchkula, Dadri, and Fatehabad, with an
investment of approximately Rs 300 crore.
Furthermore, a Gaushala will also be start-
ed in the premises of the District Jail,
Karnal. Addressing the gathering, the
Chief Minister said that the new jail
training academy marks the beginning
of a transformative approach in the cor-
rectional system. “This is not just the
inauguration of a building, it is a change
of perspective, the beginning of a new
vision. Our prisons must become cen-
ters of change, revival, and reconstruc-
tion, not just punishment,” he said. He
said that the newly built academy will
offer induction training for new recruits
and refresher courses for existing staff,
ensuring that prisons department offi-
cers and officials are trained in modern
technologies, human rights, and psycho-
logical aspects of inmate reform. With
changing times, it is essential to equip our
jail employees with not just the tools of dis-
cipline, but also the spirit of empathy, jus-
tice, and social rehabilitation, he added.

The Chief Minister said that India is under-
going a profound transformation under the
visionary leadership of Prime Minister Sh
Narendra Modi. He said that the nation is

moving steadily towards becoming a devel-
oped and technologically empowered
India. A recent example of this was wit-
nessed during Operation Sindoor, where
the world recognized India’s technical
expertise, operational efficiency, and
strategic skill. He said that technology is

playing a pivotal role in enhancing trans-
parency and accountability in governance
and public administration. In line with the
goals of Digital India, Haryana is also mov-

ing towards establishing Smart Jails,
where modern tools and systems will
improve prison management. As India
progresses into Amritkaal, he expressed
confidence that this academy will
emerge as a pillar of reform and innova-
tion in the justice and correctional sys-
tem. Earlier, the Chief Minister also visit-
ed an exhibition displaying various prod-
ucts created by jail inmates. Speaking on
the occasion, Cooperation and Jail
Minister Dr. Arvind Sharma praised the
progressive initiatives being undertaken
by the Prison Department under the

leadership of Chief Minister Sh Nayab
Singh Saini. He said that Haryana’s jails
are being modernized and equipped with
the latest technology to improve overall
management and ensure better rehabilita-
tion outcomes. Highlighting the evolving
role of prisons, 

Keep vigil on border, ensure
terrorists can’t sneak in

The Sikh Times
Nasir Uddin

Kolkata, May 21: West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee directed officials from the north
Bengal districts on Wednesday to maintain close vigil on
the state’s border areas and ensure that infiltrators and
terrorists do not get an opportunity to sneak in. “I have
information that some people entered through the
Assam border and other places and collected Pan card
numbers and details of other identity documents from
local people. Keep a close watch on the border,”
Banerjee told officials from Malda, Cooch Behar,
Alipurduar, Darjeeling, Kalimpong, East Dinajpur, West
Dinajpur and Jalpaiguri at an administrative meeting in
Siliguri town. “Share personal information only with

people authorised to collect it. Be careful about fake
videos circulated to create communal trouble,” she said.
“Do you pay surprise visits to the Hili border (with
Bangladesh)? No terrorist should enter and take shel-
ter. Increase police patrolling. That instils confidence in
local citizens,” Banerjee told officials from South
Dinajpur where Hili is located. Banerjee, who is also in
charge of the home department, pulled up the intelli-
gence branch (IB) of the state police. “IB has to be more
active and effective. Be proactive and not inactive. There
should not be any communal tension anywhere,” said
Banerjee who alleged in April that miscreants “from
across the border” carried out the communal riot in
Murshidabad district’s Jangipur sub-division when local
Muslims were protesting against the newly enforced
Waqf (Amendment) Act. A Hindu man and his son were
hacked to death by the rioters while a Muslim man died
in police firing between April 8 and 12. “How could the
riot take place?” Banerjee asked the officials on
Wednesday. The chief minister did not name
Bangladesh even once, but her warning came days after
security along the border was tightened by the Army
and central agencies in view of Operation Sindoor. An
integrated field exercise, codenamed Teesta Prahar, was
held days ago by the Army in Bengal and Assam, which,
too, shares border with Bangladesh. 

MPs team sent to some
countries with no stakes
in India-Pakistan issue
Mumbai, May 21: Shiv Sena (UBT) leader

Sanjay Raut on Wednesday claimed that the
Centre sent multi-party delegations of MPs to
visit several countries that have nothing to do
with the Indo-Pak issue following ‘Operation
Sindoor’. He said the government is instead
interested in “showmanship rather than sub-
stance”. Speaking to a regional news channel,
Raut asked, “What is the need to send delega-
tions to countries that have nothing to do with
the India and Pakistan issue? The selection of
nations like Liberia, Congo, and Sierra Leone
raises serious questions.” He was referring to
a delegation led by Kalyan MP Shrikant
Shinde of Shiv Sena, headed by Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, that
left for the UAE earlier in the day and is also
expected to visit a few African nations. “The
way these delegations are being dispatched is
not right. Countries with no geopolitical rele-
vance to the India-Pakistan conflict are being
chosen, which shows the government is more
interested in showmanship rather than sub-
stance,” Raut said. The Rajya Sabha MP
emphasised that the Modi government was
using foreign trips as a means to create glob-
al optics rather than serious diplomatic
engagement after ‘Operation Sindoor’.

The Sikh Times
Sanjay Kumar

Lucknow, May 21: Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) chief Mayawati
has raised serious concerns over

the sharp decline in student enrol-
ment in Government schools in
Uttar Pradesh and criticised the
state government’s ongoing crack-
down on private madrasas. She
termed the developments as a blow
to the goal of accessible education
for the underprivileged and called
for an immediate shift in policy. In a
post on social media platform X,
Mayawati pointed out that enrol-
ment in primary and upper primary
Government schools in UP dropped

from 1.74 crore in 2023–24 to 1.52
crore in 2024–25 — a decline of
approximately 22 lakh students.
“Such a poor condition of the gov-
ernment school system is serious

and worrisome. The
Government must pay proper
attention to the importance
and need of education,” she
said. Mayawati also criticised
the government’s stance on
private madrasas, which often
provide low-cost education in
underserved areas. “Instead
of supporting the private
madrasa system, which is part
of an affordable and accessi-
ble education model, the

Government is shutting them down
by declaring them illegal. This is an
unfair and unnecessary step that
will only weaken the foundation of
basic education,” she stated, urging
the Government to reconsider its
attitude toward madrasas. She
added that while the condition of
government schools is alarming
across several states, the situation in
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar is particu-
larly dire. 

Decline in Government school
enrolment worrying: Mayawati











EDITORIAL 6

judge-bench ruled that the government had Environment clearances are guardrails that ensure 
committed “serious lapses” in allowing large-developmental projects do not injure ecosystems, 
scale mining to be “carried on without forest and wildlife and natural resources and harm people’s 
environmental clearances”. Such “violations of health. One of the defining elements of the 
laws and policy need to be prevented,” it Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Rules of 
underlined. Three years later, in Alembic 2006, these screenings were meant to enable 
Pharmaceuticals vs Rohit Prajapati, the Court policymakers to strike the right balance between the 
held that post-facto clearances go against the imperatives of development and sustainability. The 
“fundamental principles of environmental precautionary principle behind this provision has, 
jurisprudence”, and that they were an “anathema however, been substantially undermined in the past 
to the EIA notification”. Then, in January last eight years. In 2017, the Ministry of Environment, 
year, the SC stayed the 2021 OM. However, as an Forest and Climate Change issued a notification that “identify” and “handle” violation cases. Now, the 

analysis by this newspaper in February revealed, the allowed developers to obtain an environmental Supreme Court has called out the government for 
regulatory laxity precipitated by the 2017 notification clearance after beginning work on a project. The “going out of its way… to protect those who harm the 
allowed more than 50 defaulting projects to go notification provided a one-time window to defaulters environment”. On May 16, a two-judge-bench struck 
unpunished — coal, iron and bauxite mines, steel and to comply with due procedure. However, in the down the 2017 notification and the 2021 OM.
iron factories, cement plants and limestone quarries process, it inaugurated a regime of post-facto The verdict is not the first time that the SC has 
were approved without proper scrutiny of their clearances, which was consolidated in 2021 when the admonished the Centre for diluting the EIA. In 
impacts on people’s health and ecology.Centre issued an Office Memorandum (OM) to Common Cause vs Union of India (2017), a two-

India strikes, Trump blinks: 
Tale of two powers Indian Navy stood tall in Operation Sindoor

US, China and Russia.Islamabad and Ankara have THE four-day intense standoff between India and Pakistan 
long leveraged their geographical positioning in during Operation Sindoor was marked by violations and 
South Asia and West Asia to become indispensable aerial assaults along the International Border, redefining 
assets in varying engagements of these superpower red lines and pushing the two countries to the brink of 
rivals.war. Amid the fog of mounting tensions, an unexpected 

actor emerged to strengthen the Pakistani hand — Pakistan became a key player for the US in 2001 with its 
Turkiye. Pakistan and Turkiye have long had close operations in Afghanistan. Since then, the US has 
relations, with Ankara regularly supporting Islamabad provided Pakistan with military equipment, including 
on Kashmir. But this time, the proximity was far more tanks, surveillance radars, fighter jets, missiles and 
specific, and, more importantly, hostile to India. drones. When the US halted defence sales to Pakistan, 

China emerged to fill the vacuum. As Islamabad's all-With drone warfare becoming a defining feature of the 
weather ally, Beijing has expanded Pakistan's arsenal conflict, Ankara's fingerprint on Islamabad's Operation 
with a steady supply of weapons, many of which were Bunyan Ul Marsoos became harder to ignore. Indian 
used in the recent standoff against India.military briefings confirmed that Pakistan had launched 

nearly 400-500 drones into the Indian airspace. As many Turkiye, a NATO member, is a major American partner 
as 350 of them were reportedly of Turkish origins. They in the region, housing strategic American military 
reportedly include Bayraktar TB2, a medium-altitude bases and receiving key military equipment, 
long-endurance tactical UAV, Byker YIHA III kamikaze including fighter jets, tanks, ships and other 
drones, and Asisguard Songar-armed drones. hardware. At the same time, Turkiye has managed to 

diversify its military partnerships by getting its hands What makes the Turkish role more concerning is the 
on the Russian S-400, a sophisticated surface-to-air inclusion of the Songar-armed drones in Pakistan's aerial 
missile system. Finally, Turkiye is also a member of toolkit. Unlike the Bayraktar TB2 or YIHA kamikaze 
the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative and a part of the drones, which were recorded in Pakistan's arsenal in 
"Silk Road Economic Belt" route that travels through 2022 and 2023, respectively, there is no public record of 
Central Asia, Iran and Europe.the Songar being transferred to Pakistan. Songar is 

Turkiye's first indigenously made armed drone system Due to these parallel engagements, many argue that the Turkiye has dismissed it as a routine refuelling stop and involvement. The report, quoting unidentified sources, 
and it has been with the country's military since 2020. US-Turkiye partnership had hit an all-time low, but with categorically denied the use of the plane for sending suggests that two Turkish military operators, who helped 
Media reports of 2022 suggest the drones were sold to Donald Trump back at the White House, this partnership arms, the timing and parallel Turkish support for Pakistan coordinate drone attacks on India after May 7, 
three unnamed countries in the Asia-Pacific and Africa has received a new impetus.Despite Turkiye's overt role Pakistan through this conflict have raised significant were reportedly killed during Operation Sindoor.
regions.However, publicly available data about in the Indo-Pak standoff, Washington has reaffirmed its doubts. This was followed by the visit of a high-level While neither Turkiye nor Pakistan have confirmed this, 
Pakistan's UAV inventory does not specifically mention defence ties with Ankara by announcing a $350-million delegation led by Turkish intelligence chief to the the embedding of Turkish military advisers in a combat 
the Songar, suggesting that this sale was likely fast- missile sale just days after the ceasefire between India Pakistan air force headquarters on April 30. Finally, the operation reveals an alarming edge of their military 
tracked in the brief window between the April 22 and Pakistan. This should definitely be a cause of TCG BUYUKADA, a Turkish naval warship, arrived at partnership and compels New Delhi to review Ankara's 
Pahalgam attacks and the May 7 Operation Sindoor concern for New Delhi, especially in light of the growing the Karachi port on May 5 and remained docked till May role in the recent standoff and recalibrate its approach.
launch.During this period, several interactions between mil i tary cooperat ion between Turkiye and 7.These developments suggest that the Turkish support Turkiye's ability to bolster Pakistan's military posture 
Turkiye and Pakistan were recorded. Pakistan Prime Pakistan.Operation Sindoor has not only bared the depth went beyond the symbolic messaging of solidarity from without direct accountability reflects a broader 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif was in Turkiye on the day of the of the Turkiye-Pakistan military partnership but also the leadership and was a deliberate effort to bolster involvement in their global engagements. Both countries 
terrorist attack in Pahalgam. On April 27, as tensions shown that global powers, even while backing India Pakistan's military capability and deterrence against have managed to straddle competing power blocs for 
began escalating along the Indo-Pak border, a Turkish C- diplomatically, may turn a blind eye to this partnership to India.However, a report by India Today published after their own interests. Nowhere is this more visible than in 
130 Hercules jet reportedly landed in Karachi. While suit their own strategic calculi.the ceasefire has added a concerning layer to the Turkish the two countries’simultaneous engagements with the 

A win for the environment

TWO developments in the last 10 days — first, the 
swift punishment to Pakistan in Operation Sindoor 
and India's diplomatic measures earlier; second, 
the recall of high tariffs by the US on China — will 
affect global realignments.India met the strategic 
objectives of the operation, which included the 
destruction of Pakistan's terrorist infrastructure; 
setting up a new deterrence against terror attacks; 
inflicting considerable damage to Pakistan's key 
airbases and establishing military superiority and 
ability to strike wherever it wanted.

Without crossing the LoC or the International 
Border, India launched missiles and drones on 
May 7 at Pakistan's nine terror bases, some deep 
inside the country, in a calibrated, measured and 
responsible manner, hitting its targets with few 
civilian casualties.Pakistan's Air Defence (AD) 
system failed to intercept the missiles. More than 
100 terrorists, including some top leaders of the 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammed and Hizbul 
Mujahideen such as Abu Jundal, Hafiz 
Muhammed Jameel, Khalid and Mohammed 
Hassan Khan, were killed in the strikes. Their 
close links with the Pakistan army were visible as 
senior army officials attended their funeral.

When Pakistan tried to launch missile and drone 
attacks against Indian airbases on the night of May 
7-8, the multi-layered Indian AD system 
comprising the indigenous Akashteer, Akash 
missiles, air defence guns, Russian S-400 and 
Israeli Barak 8 easily neutralised Pakistan's 
Chinese, Turkish and indigenous missiles and 
drones.As a result, the Indian airfields, logistic 
installations and military infrastructure remain 
largely unaffected by the enemy's retaliation.

The ISRO's 10 satellites working round the clock 
played a stellar role in informing the Indian armed 
forces about the enemy's positions, military 
infrastructure and bombing attempts.

India's Brahmos missiles were able to bomb the 
Sargodha airport near Rawalpindi by confusing its 
radars with pilotless aircraft. It sent shockwaves in 
the neighbouring Kirana hills that house Pakistan's 
nukes and the Pakistan army headquarters in 
Rawalpindi.The Indian satellites could see the 
blind spots in the Chinese and American AD 
systems, including radars, and Indian missiles 
struck those positions with pinpoint accuracy. That 
is when Pakistan got alarmed and contacted its 
American friends and the Chinese 'iron brother'.

The Brahmos caused massive damage to a number 
of other Pakistani airbases, too, including those at 
Chaklala, Bholari and Jacobabad (near another 
nuke site in Chagai Hills), destroying a Pakistani 
AWACS parked at Bholari. Indian military 
officials have shown satellite images of these 
damages in public briefings.Pakistan, China and 
American lobbies have made considerable efforts 
to portray the success of the Pakistani bombing 
efforts by alleging that Pakistan had hit five Indian 
fighter aircraft, including three Rafales, one 
Mirage and one Sukhoi, in its initial raids, but they 
have not been able to present any corroborating 
evidence.India dominated the air space and 
maritime theatre, with aircraft carrier Vikrant and 
other accompanying ships positioned at a 
comfortable distance from the Karachi port.

After the ceasefire, PM Narendra Modi told Pakistan 
that Operation Sindoor had only been paused. Any 
further terror attack by Pakistan would be 
considered an act of war by India and India would 
retaliate at a time and place of its choosing. He 
added that India would not accept Pakistan's 
nuclear blackmail and the Indus Waters Treaty 
would remain in abeyance till Pakistan ceased 
cross-border terrorism against India.India can 
draw multiple lessons from this operation. First, 
that future wars will be more technology driven 
and India must stay ahead of its adversaries in the 
adoption of new technologies, training and 
networking of different platforms. Second, 
Pakistan's nukes are no barrier to a conventional 
war. Three, India must send more satellites for full 
scanning of the military infrastructure of its 
adversaries and establish a robust GPS.China 
plans to send 300 satellites by 2030 in low orbits 
for high-resolution images. India must become 
more atmanirbhar in every field by pursuing 
research, innovation and new technologies.

mostly through Karachi and Port Qasim. Disruption of conflict has lingered in the Pakistani psyche, and PN OPERATION Sindoor has served as a compelling 
shipping traffic to and from these ports, even units did not venture forth during Operation Sindoor.demonstration of India’s growing military capabilities 
temporarily, can cause a significant impact on in several key areas. The technical means to acquire Today, a major advantage accrues to the IN from its 
Pakistan’s economy, industry and military operations, intelligence of targets deep inside the opponent’s comprehensive capability for “maritime domain 
apart from affecting public wellbeing and morale.territory; to strike them with long-range missiles with awareness”. This is a dynamic framework that receives 

pinpoint accuracy — all the while maintaining a multi- As far as naval strength goes, the IN is a diverse and inputs from satellites, aircraft, UAVs, ships and coastal 
layered, impervious air defence of its own assets. This substantial force organised into two fleets, each radars to compile a real-time operational picture of all 
capacity for waging “non-contact warfare”, using fielding an aircraft carrier and a cohort of missile- activities at sea in the region. The availability of 
guided weapons and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) armed destroyers and frigates as well as fleet support “situational awareness” on a 24x7 basis in all three 
without ground troops or air forces crossing borders, vessels. India’s submarine force of nuclear and diesel- dimensions enables the IN to keep track of the 
marks a paradigm shift in warfare.In this context, powered submarines is strategically deployed on both adversary’s moves and respond with alacrity to any 
maritime power has, historically, specialised in seaboards. The Pakistan Navy (PN) is relatively suspicious activity. The PN lacks a similar facility.
employing strategies that aim to achieve political smaller and lacks many of these key assets. “Naval compellence” has, historically, been a useful 
objectives through their presence and “non-contact” While the IN aspires to play the role of a blue-water navy, instrument of state policy to influence the behaviour of 
force projection rather than by engaging in direct with power-projection capabilities across the Indian others and force an adversary to do something he does 
combat. Decades ago, Admiral Sergey not want to do, or to stop him from doing 
Gorshkov (Commander-in-Chief, Soviet something that he intends to do. This is 
Navy, 1956-85) had described the perennial achieved by the deployment of coercive 
utility of naval power: “Demonstrative sea-based forces, which may or may not 
actions by the fleet, in many cases, have involve actual violence.During media 
made it possible to achieve political ends briefings by the three armed forces, the 
without resorting to armed action, merely Director General of Naval Operations 
by application of pressure and threat of announced that within hours of the 
military operations.” Pahalgam terror attack, the IN had 

The Indian Navy’s (IN) 2015 maritime deployed a powerful task force
strategy offers, in detail, various options for composed of destroyers, frigates and 
potential force projection. These include submarines, led by the aircraft carrier, 
maritime strikes with carrier-borne aircraft INS Vikrant, in the Arabian Sea, south of 
or long-range weapons like the ship- Karachi. Posing a serious challenge in 
launched BrahMos, or the ship/submarine- numbers and capability to the Pakistani 
launched Klub land-attack missiles. In fleet, this force established a de facto 
order to apply “strategic leverage, blockade, confining PN units to their 
including economic and psychological harbours. Units of the task force are 

Ocean and beyond, the PN’s focus is primarily on p r e s s u r e ” ,  t h e  s t r a t e g y  a l s o  e n v i s a g e s  understood to have conducted live missile firing drills 
coastal defence and maintaining credible maritime disruption/denial of the adversary’s use of the sea for to revalidate crew readiness and ensure operational 
deterrence against India through a strategy of “sea military purposes and maritime trade.The IN, while preparedness of units.
denial”. Although the past few decades have seen both drawing up its contingency plans for Operation From its location in international waters, where it could 
navies growing in size and capabilities, the IN has Sindoor in coordination with sister services, would have remained poised for prolonged periods, the IN 
managed to retain its significant edge.In the 1971 war, have taken note of Pakistan’s maritime vulnerabilities carrier group acted as a force for “compellence”. 
India’s maritime power had played a key role in the stemming from its geography, relatively limited naval Through rapid deployment and strategic positioning of 
outcome of the operations in both theatres of war. In the capabilities and economic dependence on key coastal overwhelming maritime power, India confined 
west, it had undertaken two attacks with ship-launched infrastructure.Pakistan’s 1,000-km-long coastline, Pakistan’s navy to harbour, disrupted its maritime 
surface-to-surface missiles, inflicting attrition on the stretching mostly across the troubled province of operations and reinforced its dominance in the Arabian 
PN and heavy damage to the Karachi port, bringing its Balochistan, hosts just a handful of ports. Of these, Sea.The IN task force had ample firepower to target 
operations to a halt. In the eastern theatre, the IN’s only Karachi, Port Qasim and Gwadar handle ships, harbours and shore facilities with missiles 
carrier-borne aircraft had ranged far and wide over merchant ship traffic, while Ormara is a naval base and having a range up to 300-450 km at sea. But the Navy, 
East Pakistan and inflicted heavy damage on ports, the rest are fishing harbours. Pakistan’s economy, true to its sobriquet of the “Silent Service”, has not said 
shipping and riverine traffic. The trauma of this already strained, relies heavily on maritime trade, so.

The Indian maritime services deployed a powerful task force within hours of the Pahalgam terror attack

SC verdict overruling post-facto environmental clearances underlines that sustainable development is not a zero-sum game

Editorial

Op Sindoor has shown that global powers, even while backing India diplomatically, may turn a blind eye to the Pak-Turkiye partnership

Why the world ignored role of Turkiye in Indo-Pak conflict
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