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PM Narendra Modi conferred Sri Lanka’s
highest civilian honour ‘Mitra Vibhushana’

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Apr 05: Sri Lanka on Saturday con-

ferred its highest civilian honour, the Mithra
Vibhushana, on Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
who said the award reflects the historic ties and
deep friendship between the two countries. The
honour was introduced in 2008 and has been
bestowed on former Maldivian president
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom and late Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat in the past. The award was pre-
sented to Modi by President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake during a ceremony at the presidential
secretariat in Colombo. “It is an honour for me to
be awarded the Sri Lanka Mithra Vibhushana by
President Dissanayake,” Modi said, adding that
this was also an honour for 1.4 billion Indians. The
recipient is awarded a citation and a silver medal to
be worn around the neck, studded and adorned
with nine types of Sri Lankan gems and the sym-
bols of a lotus, globe, sun, moon and sheaves of
rice. The Dharma Chakra on the medal reflects the
shared Buddhist heritage that has shaped the cul-
tural traditions of both nations. The Pun Kalasa or
ceremonial pot adorned with sheaves of rice sym-
bolises prosperity and renewal. Modi has received
state honours from more than 15 countries, includ-

ing Saudi Arabia’s Order of King Abdul Aziz, the

Order of the State of Palestine, the United Arab
Emirates’ Order of Zayed, the Order of Fiji, and
Egypt’s Order of the Nile. Last month, Mauritius

conferred its highest civilian honour, the Grand

Commander of the Order of the Star and Key of the
Indian Ocean, on Modi when he visited the country
to participate in national day celebrations.

Allahabad High Court Bar Association on
Justice Varma's private oath ceremony

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, Apr 05: The Allahabad High

Court Bar Association (AHCBA) wrote a letter
to the Chief Justice of the high court,
expressing their disapproval towards the
allegedly “clandestine” oath-taking cere-
mony of Justice Yashwant Varma on
Saturday, reported news agency ANI.
Justice Yashwant Varma's repatriation to
Allahabad from the Delhi high court had
invited scrutiny from the AHCBA previ-
ously as well, with the bar association
protesting the Supreme Court
Collegium's decision to transfer the
judge. Live the Thrill of IPL 2025! ?? Get
Ball-by-Ball Updates, Scores & Breaking
News. ?? Stay Updated Now! The Chief
Justice of India had ordered an in-house
inquiry concerning Justice Yashwant
Varma, after a fire at his residence in
Delhi led to the discovery of piles of
unaccounted cash last month. Justice
Varma has taken his oath as an Allahabad high
court judge in his chambers privately, rather
than the usual public event, which involves var-

ious dignitaries and colleagues. In their letter,
the AHCBA wrote, “This is to bring to your
kind notice that the entire Bar Association is at

pains to learn about the clandestine manner in
which Justice Yashwant Verma has been
administered the oath of his office at
Allahabad.” They added, “The High Court Bar

Association passed a resolution saying therein
that this oath is against the Constitution of
India and, therefore, the members of the

Association do not want to be associated
with an unconstitutional oath.” The
lawyers argued that an oath-taking cere-
mony was an important event in the judi-
cial system and is traditionally conducted
in an open court.  Thus, without the pres-
ence of lawyers, and the majority of the
judges of the Allahabad high court, they
argued that the oath-taking ceremony was
legally and traditionally “fallacious/unac-
ceptable.” "We are given to understand
that the system is taking every step in a
fair and transparent manner, but why this
oath is not notified to the Bar is a question
which again eroded the trust of people in
the judicial system. We unequivocally con-
demn the manner in which Justice
Yashwant Verma was administered oath
behind our backs," the bar association

said. The AHCBA's president Anil Tiwari, in
March, had referred to Justice Yashwant
Varma's transfer as “the blackest day in the
Indian judicial system.” 

Delhi government inks pact with Centre to
implement Ayushman Bharat scheme

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Apr 05: The Bharatiya

Janata Party-led Delhi government
signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
the Centre on Saturday to
implement the Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY)
in the city. The move, which
was promised in the BJP
manifesto ahead of the Delhi
assembly election, was taken
to expand people's access to
healthcare in the national
capital.With this, Delhi has
become the 35th
state/Union Territory to
implement the health insur-
ance scheme. West Bengal is
now the only state which has
not implemented the scheme. The
MoU was signed between the Delhi
government and the National Health
Authority in the presence of Union

health minister JP Nadda, and Delhi
chief minister Rekha Gupta, among
others. The National Health Authority
is the apex body responsible for the

implementation of the Ayushman
Bharat health insurance scheme. The
BJP, which came to power in Delhi in
February after a gap of more than 26

years, approved the implementation
of the scheme at its first cabinet meet-
ing, right after chief minister Rekha
Gupta and six of her ministers took

the oath of office on
February 20. The
Ayushman Bharat
scheme provides free and
cashless treatment for
1,961 medical procedures
across 27 specialities, cov-
ering the costs of medi-
cines, diagnostic services,
hospitalisation, ICU care,
surgeries and more.
Under it, eligible families
in Delhi will receive an
annual health coverage of
up to ?10 lakh – ?5 lakh
from the Centre and ?5
lakh as a top-up from the

Delhi government. Following the
signing of the MoU, a special cam-
paign will be launched to enrol the
beneficiaries under the scheme.

UK PM Keir Starmer in talks with world leaders as stocks fall after Trump’s tariffs
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

Washington, Apr 05: The UK’s FTSE
100 suffered its worst day since the start of
the pandemic as Keir Starmer agreed that
“like-minded countries must maintain
strong relationships” in the wake of Donald
Trump’s tariffs. Trading across the world
has been hammered in the aftermath of the
US president unveiling his full range of
import taxes on countries around the world.
The Prime Minister spoke to the leaders of
Australia and Italy on Friday – the first in a
series of calls expected with world leaders
over the weekend – as nations reel from the
economic hit. London’s top stock market
index shed 419.75 points, or 4.95%, to close
at 8,054.98 on Friday, the biggest single-day
decline since March 2020 when the index
lost more than 600 points in one day. From
Saturday, UK goods imported into the US
will be subject to a 10% import tax, and the
car industry has already been hit with a 25%
levy which came into effect in the early
hours of Thursday morning. Downing

Street has said that Sir Keir, Anthony
Albanese and Giorgia Meloni “all agreed
that an all-out trade war would be extremely
damaging”. Issuing a readout of the sepa-
rate discussions on Friday, a Downing
Street spokesperson said the PM “has
been clear the UK’s response will be
guided by the national interest” and
officials will “calmly continue with our
preparatory work, rather than rush to
retaliate”. “He discussed this
approach with both leaders, acknowl-
edging that while the global econom-
ic landscape has shifted this week, it
has been clear for a long time that
like-minded countries must maintain
strong relationships and dialogue to
ensure our mutual security and main-
tain economic stability,” the spokesperson
added. “They all agreed that an all-out trade
war would be extremely damaging and is in
nobody’s interests, while agreeing to keep
in close contact in the coming days.” It is
expected that Sir Keir will take further calls
with counterparts over the weekend. All but

one stock on the FTSE 100 fell on Friday,
with Rolls-Royce, banks and miners among
those to suffer the sharpest losses. Mr
Trump claimed on Thursday that Sir Keir

was “very happy” with Britain’s treatment
over tariffs, telling reporters on board Air
Force One that the pair “have a very good
dialogue”. Number 10 contradicted the
characterisation, and said the UK is “disap-
pointed” by the President’s decision. Asked
on Friday whether Mr Trump’s characteri-

sation was accurate, a Downing Street
spokesman said: “We’re disappointed by the
tariffs that have been brought in. “Clearly,
there will be an economic impact from the

decisions the US has taken, both here
and globally, but both the Prime
Minister and the Business Secretary
have been very clear over the last 24
hours that we will continue to act in
the best interests of the UK, and
we’re prepared  evening. “China’s
retaliation to Trump’s latest round of
tariffs means that both sides are not
backing down. “It caps off a horrible
week for financial markets and
dragged share prices even lower,” AJ
Bell investment analyst Dan
Coatsworth said. “The escalation in

tariffs is bad for US companies who buy
goods from China, and vice versa, because
their costs will go up. “It’s also bad for the
world in general as we now have a repeat of
the heightened geopolitical tensions
between the US and China which dominat-
ed Trump’s first term in office.

Stock market slide: Akhilesh Yadav
says common people losing money

ST Correspondent
Lucknow, Apr. 05: Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh

Yadav on Saturday said it is very important to pay
attention to the slump of India's markets as common
people are losing their money and this could cause the
economy to sink. In a post on X in Hindi, the former
Uttar Pradesh chief minister held the central govern-
ment responsible for this "double vicious circle" of the
economy. Indian markets plunged on Friday after US
President Donald Trump announced sweeping recip-
rocal tariffs, including 27 per cent on India, to reduce
the trade deficit and boost domestic manufacturing. "It
is very important to pay attention to the loss of millions
of crores in the country's stock market because the

savings and capital of the common people, who have
some extra money to invest and with which they buy
goods or services and vehicles and land, is being lost.
"These are the things that keep the wheel of buying
and selling moving in the market and also the econo-
my. If the money of the common people is lost in the
stock market, then both the market and the economy
sink," Yadav said in his post. Investors' wealth dropped
by Rs 10 lakh crore on Friday as the BSE Sensex
slumped over 900 points to crash below the 76,000
level due to an across-the-board sell-off, tracking weak
global markets amid growing global trade war fears.
The 30-share BSE Sensex tumbled 930.67 points or
1.22 per cent to settle at 75,364.69. Tracking the weak
trend in equities, the market capitalisation of BSE-list-
ed firms eroded by Rs 9,98,379.46 crore to Rs
4,03,34,886.46 crore (USD 4.73 trillion). Today, when
the youth are investing their savings in the stock mar-
ket, they are also becoming victims of this uncertainty
of the market. This is a very dangerous situation for
the future of the country's capital market, the SP chief
said. "When the youth will suffer losses, they will also
shy away from shares and other investments, which
will not be a positive signal for the future of the stock
market," he said. On the other hand, Yadav said, there
are people who neither have money nor jobs since
demonetisation and "recession". 

Rahul Gandhi claims Waqf Bill attacks
Muslims, sets precedent for other

communities
New Delhi, Apr 05: Leader of opposition in the Lok

Sabha Rahul Gandhi on Saturday alleged that the
Waqf Bill, now passed by Parliament, “attacks
Muslims” and "sets a precedent to target other com-
munities in future". In a post on microblogging site X,
Gandhi shared an article which claimed that the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) has now shifted
focus to Catholic Church land after the passage of

Waqf Bill. "I had said
that the Waqf Bill
attacks Muslims now
but sets a precedent to
target other communi-
ties in the future. It did-
n't take long for the RSS
to turn its attention to
Christians," the
Congress leader wrote,

referring to the article. "The Constitution is the only
shield that protects our people from such attacks --
and it is our collective duty to defend it," Gandhi
wrote. On the day Lok Sabha passed the bill, Gandhi
had said,"This attack on the Constitution by the RSS,
BJP and their allies is aimed at Muslims today but sets
a precedent to target other communities in the
future." Congress leader KC Venugopal too shared
another article pointing to Catholic Church surpass-
ing Waqf Board in landholdings and said.

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, Apr. 05: Aam Aadmi Party

MLA Amanatullah Khan has moved the
Supreme Court, challenging the constitu-
tional validity of the Waqf (Amendment) Bill,

2025. In his plea, Khan sought that the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill be declared as "unconsti-
tutional and being violative of Articles 14, 15,
21, 25, 26, 29, 30 and 300-A of the
Constitution" and sought direction for strik-
ing it down. "The Bill violates fundamental
rights enshrined under Articles 14, 15, 21,
25, 26, 29, 30, and 300-A of the Constitution.
It curtails the religious and cultural autono-
my of Muslims, enables arbitrary executive
interference, and undermines minority

rights to manage their religious and charita-
ble institutions," Khan's plea said. On Friday,
Congress MP Mohammad Jawed and
AIMIM president Asaduddin Owaisi moved
the apex court, challenging the validity of

the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025,
saying it violated the constitutional
provisions. Jawed's plea alleged the
Bill imposed "arbitrary restrictions"
on Waqf properties and their man-
agement, undermining the religious
autonomy of the Muslim communi-
ty. The petition, filed through advo-
cate Anas Tanwir, said the proposed
law discriminated against the
Muslim community by "imposing
restrictions that are not present in
the governance of other religious
endowments". The Bill was passed
in the Rajya Sabha with 128 mem-

bers voting in favour and 95 opposing it. It
was passed in the Lok Sabha early April 3
with 288 members supporting it and 232
against it. Jawed, a Lok Sabha MP from
Kishanganj in Bihar, was a member of the
Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) on the
Bill and has alleged in his plea that the Bill
"introduces restrictions on the creation of
Waqfs based on the duration of one's reli-
gious practice". 

AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan
moves SC against Waqf Bill

New Delhi, Apr 05: Sandeep Dikshit
said that if the government is doing some-
thing with the intention of "division and
hatred", then the opposition will stage
protests. After Congress MP Mohammad

Jawed and AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi
moved to the Supreme Court challenging
the Waqf (Amendment) Bill 2025,
Congress leader Sandeep Dikshit said that
if the government is doing something with
the intention of "division and hatred", then
the opposition will stage protests. "We are
the opposition. If we ever see that the gov-
ernment is not doing justice and doing

something with the intention of division
and hatred, then we will stage protests. If a
law has been made, then we have only one
way: going to the Supreme Court. And we
have done that..." Dikshit told ANI. Earlier,

Congress MP Syed Naseer Hussain
criticised the Waqf (Amendment) Bill,
2025, passed by Parliament, calling it a
"targeted" legislation. Terming the bill
as "unconstitutional" and "unfair,"
Hussain said that despite knowing its
issues, the government was "adamant"
about passing it. "We believe that it is a
constitutional problem and that this bill
is unconstitutional and unfair. It is tar-
geted legislation. The debate in both
houses was very good. We disagreed
with the government. Despite knowing

that there would be many issues with the
bill in the coming days, the government
was adamant about passing it... The opposi-
tion fought unitedly," he said. On Friday,
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) Member of Parliament
Asaduddin Owaisi approached the
Supreme Court challenging the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill 2025.

‘Opposition to protest if Waqf Bill promotes
division’: Cong's Sandeep Dikshit
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Gurgaon. The Supreme Court on Friday actions such as demolitions."There are Officials planned to embark on an 
stayed a demolition drive in DLF phases 1 two conflicting orders from different enforcement drive from Friday itself, 
to 5 by the town and country planning division benches of the Punjab and warning of demolition, cancellation of 
department, halting a team that had H a r y a n a  h i g h  c o u r t  r e g a r d i n g  occupation certificates, and disconnection 
arrived at the site to bring down illegal constructions in DLF phases. So, it is of water, sewer, and electricity services for 
constructions and residential properties legally questionable how action could be residents who did not comply with the 
turned into commercial complexes like taken based on only one of the orders. The notices.The RWA then moved the SC, 
gyms and guesthouses.The division bench Supreme Court has rightly asked all claiming that the HC had issued 
of justices JK Maheshwari and Aravind parties to maintain status quo and issued contradictory orders. In 2012, the 
Kumar ordered a status quo, slamming the notices seeking responses from all petitioner said, a HC bench had clarified 
brakes on all current and planned stakeholders. that the country planning department had 
enforcement measures until the next no jurisdiction in matters related to DLF The next hearing is scheduled after four 
hearing, slated four weeks from now.The areas. But this year, the HC asked the same weeks," Saxena said on Friday.On Feb 13, 
SC was hearing a petition by DLF Qutub department to initiate action.In keeping the HC asked authorities to pursue action 
Enclave RWA, challenging the country with the plan to proceed with demolitions, against unauthorised constructions, 
planning department's authority to act on district town planner Amit Madholia alterations and commercialisation in 
these properties. Lawyers Indira Jaising arrived in DLF-3 with four enforcement residential zones of DLF areas. The court 
and Anuj Saxena — who represented the squads, 200 police personnel, and four also sought an action-taken report by April 
RWA — argued that the five DLF phases duty magistrates on Friday morning. By 19.Subsequently, the department issued 
had been under the jurisdiction of noon, however, the SC had issued its over 4,500 show-cause notices and 
Municipal Corporation of Gurgaon interim directive, asking all parties to restoration orders to more than 2,200 
(MCG) since 2008, which meant that only maintain status quo and suspending any houseowners in the five DLF phases. 
the civic body had the power to initiate further action.

2 slabs fall from 23rd floor of highrise, 
miss woman by a whisker in Gurgaon

SC halts demolition of  illegal construction in DLF 
phases in Gurgaon, town planner & cops return

plethora of issues plaguing the jail — Jail and often reports of the use of mobile undertrials, 532 male convicts and 17 Gurgaon. No woman doctor, insufficient 
were revealed during an inspection by phones inside the jail are reported," Goyal female convicts.Additionally, four medical staff, severe lack of facilities and 
NHRC's special monitor Balkrishna said. children were residing in the jail premises gangsters using mobile phones — 
Goyal.Goyal said that inspections of with their mothers. In comparison, on Dec Bhondsi Jail is reeling under several Goyal expressed concern over the 
Bhondsi Jail and an old age home were 31, 2023, the jail held 2,910 inmates, problems.While the jail lacks adequate 
conducted on Tuesday, uncovering exceeding its capacity by 498. The healthcare services for its inmates, there is 
several deficiencies that need to be population included 2,066 male only one medical officer appointed for the 
rectified promptly. "The inspection undertrials, 85 female undertrials, 739 health services of over 2,800 prisoners, 
report will be submitted to the male convicts and 20 female convicts. even though there are three sanctioned 
chairman of NHRC and subsequently Additionally, five children were positions for medical officers. The lack of 
sent to the chief secretary of Haryana residing with their mothers.Goyal also primary medical check-up facilities is 
to address the issues," he said, adding, visited an old age home in Mandawar, causing difficulties for the inmates.

Sick prisoners are sent to Civil Hospital in no human rights violations will be Sohna, which was found to be 
Sector 10 for routine tests, whereas such tolerated. operating illegally without permission 

Goyal told TOI that although the wages facilities should be available within the from the social welfare department 
for working inmates are transferred to jail as per regulations.There is no woman and the social welfare officer was 
their accounts on time, "they lack doctor for female inmates, raising unaware of its existence.The lack of 
information on how to use the money concerns about how sick women can trained staff at the old age home was inadequate healthcare services for 
and thus are unable to utilise it." discuss their health issues with a doctor. causing difficulties for the elderly. During inmates and instructed civil surgeon Dr 
"Additionally, there are no jammers to The use of mobile phones by gangsters the inspection, it was also revealed that Alka Singh to enhance these services. As 
prevent inmates from using phones. The has also not stopped, a National Human employees of the DLSA and the Child of Dec 31, 2024, the jail housed 2,898 
jail has 2G jammers, while 5G networks Rights Commission (NHRC) official said Welfare Committee had not received their inmates against a sanctioned capacity of 
are operational on mobile phones, after inspection of the jail that has been salaries for eight months, prompting 2,412, resulting in an overpopulation of 
allowing inmates to potentially use them. included in Haryana's list of high-security instructions for the ADC to ensure 486.This inmate population comprised 
Several gangsters are lodged in Bhondsi prisons.These shortcomings — among a payment.2,269 male undertrials, 80 female 

For 2,800 prisoners, Bhondsi jail has 1 doctor, NHRC finds; 
Sactioned posts of medical officers 3, gaps in security facilities too

Gurgaon: Every winter, the air quality in 
Delhi-NCR plummets to dangerous 
levels. The wait to identify the primary 
contributors to the city's air pollution 
levels will be over next month. A source 
appropriation study focusing on 
identifying local polluters, which 
started on Feb 1 last year, is now 
complete.

The final report will be submitted to 
Haryana State Pollution Control Board 
(HSPCB) in May. "The study — 
conducted by Automotive Research 
Association of India — is finalised and 
we will get a final report by next 
month," HSPCB regional officer 
Nirmal Kashyap said.The source 
appropriation study's findings will be 
crucial in assisting authorities to 
implement effective measures to 
combat air pollution, as the lack of 
uniformity in efforts to improve air 
quality has been a major challenge.

An HSPCB official said, "The study will 
help us understand which industries to 
close down, when and for how long. 
After data collection, validation and 
interpretation, researchers will create a 
detailed roadmap for air quality 
improvement using all possible 
measures." The official, however, 
declined to comment on why the study 
was initiated only last year instead of 
earlier.Every winter, the region is 
enveloped by a blanket of toxic haze 
due to a combination of cold weather 
and local emissions like garbage 
burning. Additionally, farm fires, 
commonly seen in north India's 
agricultural belt to clear tracts of land 
for another round of sowing after the 
paddy harvest, contribute significantly 
to the pollution during this period.

"Now that the data collection is complete, 
we will carry out validation and 
interpretation of the assimilated 
information. A detailed road map will 
be drawn considering all possible 
measures for air quality improvement," 
Kashyap said.HSPCB officials say 
these measures will be classified into 
short and long term, with due priority to 
low-cost measures that give maximum 
benefits. Two similar studies were 
already conducted in Delhi, by IIT 
Kanpur in 2010 and National 
Environmental Engineering Research 
Institute (NEERI) in 2019. 

News box

ACB probe unveils major flaws 
in key Ardee City road 
construction
Gurgaon. A technical squad of the anti-corruption bureau 

(ACB) discovered the cement road connecting Ardee 
City's gate number 2 to Artemis Hospital was not at par 
with the prescribed standards, with some major faults.

The thickness of the road failed to meet standards, and the 
surface was damaged with numerous potholes, a bureau 
team found in the April 1 inspection following a 
complaint about the use of poor construction material.

Preliminary findings indicated the contractor failed to 
adhere to standard road construction guidelines, 
holding MCG officials and contractors accountable for 
the substandard construction work. MCG constructed 
the road during the lockdown in 2020 when Ardee City 
was not under its jurisdiction back then.

An ACB official said the bureau will take necessary action 
to tackle the matter."We will also get the road quality 
checked. If the ACB team has taken samples for the 
assessment, we can take action based on the results; 
otherwise, we will also get it checked. Moreover, 
punitive action will be taken against those responsible," 
said MCG chief engineer Vijay Dhaka."The road, 
constructed in 2020, was initially built nine inches 
above other roads in Ardee. After we raised concerns, it 
was reconstructed to prevent flooding issues. Despite 
construction and reconstruction within six to seven 
months, the road was dilapidated in less than a year. 
Currently, vehicular movement on this stretch proves 
challenging," said Ardee City resident Chaitali 
Mandhotra.Ardee City residents said they repeatedly 
requested municipal officials to inspect the quality of 
Ardee City roads for several months and raised the issue 
through TOI on March 16. At a Samadhan camp, they 
requested an inspection of roads after Ardee RWA sent 
road samples to a private lab, which found all the 
samples to be failing.There have been previous 
instances where samples of roads constructed by MCG 
failed to comply with quality benchmarks. Sector 10 A 
internal roads failed and were found to be substandard 
in 2024. Samples of roads constructed in Sarai Alawardi 
and Nathupur failed quality tests in April 2022 and 2021, 
respectively.

Noida woman kills kids, dies 
by suicide after quarrel with 
husband over breakfast

interests of every complex resident."Apra threatening incident has happened. It's Gurgaon. A woman had a narrow escape 
Agarwal, the resident, recounted the horrifying to think what might happen when two concrete slabs fell from the 23rd 
terrifying moment. "I had just finished next," she said.In 2022, five floors of the floor of tower 5 in ATS Kocoon in Sector 
watering the plants and turned around to Paradiso project collapsed which is 109 on Thursday evening. The woman 

situated 100 meters away in the same was gardening at her ground-floor lawn.
sector, which led to the death of two Two slabs, weighing 45kg and 35kg each, 
r e s iden t s  and  a  subsequen t  lodged six to nine inches into the ground. 
demolition order for structurally The falling of the slab highlights serious 
unsafe towers.structural safety concerns in the highrise 

The ATS project is now under renewed complex. Meanwhile, the residents of 
scrutiny. The incident has raised fears ATS Kocoon have demanded a safety 
among the residents. many of whom audit. A formal complaint has been sent to 
are now demanding an immediate the district administration and the 
structural safety audit of the towers department of town and country planning 
and strict accountability from both (DTCP).ATS group spokesperson said, 
builders and DTCP."DTCP is issuing "The alleged incident has been brought to step inside when there was a deafening 

occupation certificates without due our notice. Without prejudice to anyone, crash behind me. If I had been there even a 
diligence. This allows builders to offload at the outset, it appears that a plaster second longer, I wouldn't be alive today," 
substandard and incomplete projects on moulding has fallen into the private lawn she said. The slabs landed exactly where 
unsuspecting homebuyers, with no set of a resident in the complex. It is certainly she had been standing moments 
time lines for completion of projects," not a concrete block, as alleged in your earlier.Residents of the society say this is 
said a representative of the Apartment queries. We have initiated an investigation not an isolated incident. Apra recalled a 
Owners Association (AOA), which has into the alleged incident and the reasons similar scare when a slab from the 9th 
sent a formal complaint to the district thereof. The company will take every floor had fallen into the front lawn earlier. 
administration and DTCP.necessary measure to safeguard the "This is the second time such a life-

Child mortality rate improves, 
but UP 2nd highest in India: 
Study

Year-long study done, report 
to reveal local polluters & 

impacts in Gurgaon

Noida. A 35-year-old woman and her two minor 
children, aged 6 and 5, were found dead on the roof of 
their house in Bisrakh on Thursday morning. Police 
suspect the woman died by suicide by hanging herself 
with a scarf after killing her children following a 
quarrel with her husband.Police were alerted on the 
emergency helpline, Dial 112, by neighbours after 
they spotted the bodies around 10.45 am. The woman, 
Aarti, and her children were taken to a nearby hospital 
by her family members but were declared brought 
dead."Initial investigation shows Aarti and her 
husband, Rajkumar, were 
having domestic trouble and 
would fight frequently. The 
couple, married around 12 
years  ago ,  have  three  
children. On Thursday, Aarti 
took the two younger children 
to the roof and hung them with 
a scarf before dying by 
suicide herself. The couple's 
eldest daughter was also in the 
house, on one of the lower 
floors, during the incident," 
DCP (Central Noida) Shakti 
Mohan Avasthy said.

A senior officer told TOI that minutes before the 
incident, Rajkumar had fought with Aarti for not 
cooking breakfast on time. Earlier that morning, 
Rajkumar had also scolded the children. When Aarti 
objected, it led to an argument between the two. Cops 
have sent the bodies for autopsy. Police said they have 
not received any complaints so far from the woman's 
family.

A third of Gurgaon’s Aravali land under threat: Notification barring non-
forest activities in Manesar, Farrukhnagar expired a decade ago

said, "The Haryana govt has already Gurgaon. Aravalis in 86 villages of 
implemented several initiatives to Manesar and Farrukhnagar tehsils, which 
promote tree conservation, including constitute over one-third of Gurgaon's 
the Pran Vayu Devta Scheme, which total area, are currently vulnerable to tree-
provides an annual pension to tree felling and destruction.This vulnerability 
owners for trees older than 75 years stems from the expiration of a notification 
and the Van Mitra Scheme, which that barred non-forest activities in this 
offers incentives for planting and region a decade ago, Haryana forest 
mainta in ing t rees ."Gurgaon,  department told a bench of National 
according to the Forest Survey of Green Tribunal (NGT) at a hearing while 
India report 2022, lost 2.5 sq km of submitting a report to the green tribunal 
forest cover between Oct 2019 and on Thursday.
Feb 2020. The city's overall tree and The forest department said it has taken 
forest cover is 12.9% of its significant steps to protect these areas. It 
geographical area, according to has sent a proposal to the state govt to 
findings of Haryana's first tree include Manesar and Farrukhnagar 
census in 2023. At 6.7%, the state's tehsils under the tree felling regulations. 
forest and tree cover is the lowest in According to the forest department, the 
India.proposal was sent to Haryana govt in Feb 

Unlike Delhi, Haryana does not have a this year. The state govt has been urged to 
Vaishali Rana contends numerous trees been taking several steps to ensure the Tree Act of its own. The Delhi set up a panel, the NGT was informed.
were cut down in the city (Gurgaon) protection of trees. This move aims to Preservation of Trees Act, 1994, bars the City-based activist Vaishali Rana said on 
without authorisation and for these reinstate protections and curb the rampant felling of trees. It also mandates that Friday, "The forest department's initiative 
"egregious violations", the divisional tree-felling activities that threaten the every person must deposit Rs 34,500 with to include the Manesar and Farrukhnagar 
forest officer imposed paltry fines of Rs ecological balance of the region. To the forest department and plant 10 areas under tree regulation and their 
500. ensure comprehensive tree conservation saplings for cutting one tree after proposal to establish a committee for 

policies across Haryana, the department Rana's plea also questioned the process of permission is granted. Such a law to creating a policy on tree felling regulation 
also proposed to the govt in Feb the granting permission for felling trees, protect trees has been spoken about but in non-forest areas is a positive step. It is 
formation of a committee.A forest official terming it arbitrary. She argued that while hasn't been enacted. The state has, crucial for the govt to act swiftly to ensure 
said, "This committee will be tasked with the tehsils of Gurgaon, Sohna and Pataudi however, started giving heritage tags to the protection of trees in these non-forest 
formulating a policy for tree felling are covered under the Punjab Land protect old trees. So far, 3,876 trees across regions."These proposals aim to address 
regulation in non-forest areas throughout Preservation Act (PLPA), 1900, Manesar t h e  s t a t e  h a v e  g o t  h e r i t a g e  several key concerns raised by the 
the state. The proposed policy aims to and Farrukhnagar tehsils, though in the status.Haryana's forest policy, which was applicants in the ongoing case of Vaishali 
address the gaps in current regulations same district, are not covered by the law, framed in 2006, set a goal of achieving Rana & Ors. vs. Union of India & Others 
and provide a framework for the exposing those areas to incidents of tree- 20% forest and tree cover in the state in a (O.A. No. 680/2024), currently under 
protection and conservation of trees."felling.The forest department on phased manner in 2020, but it has failed to review by National Green Tribunal 

Thursday informed NGT that the govt has The forest department, in its reply to NGT, achieve it so far.(NGT) principal bench. The plea filed by 

Noida. UP ranked among the states with the highest child 
mortality rates in the country despite an year-on-year 
improvement, annual health report for 2024-25 released 
by Union ministry of health and family welfare has 
revealed. Forty-three out of 1,000 children born in UP 
die before their fifth birthday, the report said, adding the 
current infant mortality rate (IMR) stood at 38 per 1,000 
live births, while the neonatal mortality rate (NMR) was 
28.The state stands after Madhya Pradesh, where infant 
mortality rate is 43 out of 1,000 live births and NMR is 
31. This is much higher than the country's average IMR 
of 28 and MNR of 20.Doctors attributed a significant 
share of infant deaths to infections during childbirth or 
septicaemia caused by poor hygiene, especially due to a 
lack of institutional deliveries.The report also flagged 
that UP was among the few low-performing state (LPS) 
when it came to institutional childbirth. "Home births 
are still prevalent in UP, especially in rural areas. This is 
mostly due to the unavailability of institutional 
facilities," a senior doctor at Child PGI, Noida, said.

A Unicef India report, published in 2020, suggests that 
nearly 46% of all maternal deaths and 40% of neonatal 
deaths happen during labour or in the first 24 hours after 
birth."Pre-maturity (35%), neonatal infections (33%), 
birth asphyxia (20%) and congenital malformations 
(9%) are among the major causes of newborn deaths," 
the report stated.The annual report, however, states UP 
and Karnataka saw the highest drop in under-five 
mortality rate, each by five points from 2019 when it 
was recorded at 48 out of 1,000 live births. In 
comparison, India's average decline was three points 
from 35 per 1,000 live births in 2019 to 32 per 1,000 live 
births in 2020.However, UP continues to remain 
"behind the all-India average of these indicators", states 
a CAG report, released in Dec 2024.

New Delhi, Sunday, 6 April 2025
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world.  r e t r ibu t ion  f rom the  U .S .  Multiple Ukrainians legally in 
government, said she "couldn't t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  u n d e r  a  
brea the  normal ly  and was  humanitarian program received an 
uncontrollably crying" upon email this week telling them their 
receiving the email.The woman status had been revoked and they had 
said she had renewed her  seven days to leave the country or the 
immigration status last August and "federal government will find you."A 
had been told that it was valid for Department of Homeland Security 
another two years, and she racked (DHS) spokesperson said on Friday 
her brain trying to figure out what the email had been sent in error and 
she had done wrong to be booted that the Ukrainian parole program 
from the U.S. She could think of no immediately, you will be subject to created after the 2022 Russian 

reason, saying, "I don't have as much as potential law enforcement actions that invasion of that country had not been 
a parking ticket, don't post on social will result in your removal from the terminated. It was not clear how many 
media."Angela Boelens, president of United States," the Thursday email Ukrainians received the email.Reuters 
IA NICE, a non-profit in Iowa that has read. "Again, DHS is terminating your reported last month that the Trump 
sponsored dozens of Ukrainians, said parole. Do not attempt to remain in the administration was planning to revoke 
she knows of at least two women who United States."The DHS sent a follow-temporary legal status for some 
received the letter, one of whom is up note on Friday, informing them that 240,000 Ukrainians who fled the 
pregnant."It's a very scary email. All of the order was in error and that "the conflict with Russia. Such a move 
my families are in complete panic," terms of your parole as originally would be a reversal of the welcome 
Boelens said. "I'd been telling people issued remain unchanged at this time."Ukrainians received under President 
they would have time after a revocation Joe Biden's administration."If you do One Ukrainian parolee, who asked that 
notice. But this letter is very different."not  depart  the United States  her name not be used for fear of 

NEWS BOX

Taiwan's top security official visits US as 
China ends military drills: Report

US mistakenly orders Ukrainians 
to leave in email blunder

Supreme Court backs Trump move to cut 
$600 million in teacher training funds

Magnitude 6.9 earthquake 
strikes Papua New Guinea, 
tsunami warning cancelled

Trump shares video 
claiming he's crashing 

stock market on purpose
world. The stock market took a hard hit this week after

US President Donald Trump imposed sweeping new
tariffs—and now a viral video he posted makes it seem
like it's all according to plan to crash the market
deliberately.On Friday, Donald Trump posted a video
on his social media site, Truth Social. The video,
initially posted by user @AmericaPapaBear on X
(formerly known as Twitter), makes the bold assertion
that Trump is "purposely CRASHING the market."

The video, which is partly generated using artificial
intelligence (AI), was initially shared on TikTok on
March 15 — before Trump declared new tariffs this
week.However, the video went viral after the US stock
market plunged. The Dow Jones dropped over 2,000
points, and the S&P 500 decreased by 5.7% on Friday.

Even though he shared the video, Trump did not clarify
why he shared it or if he believes in its statements. The
video claims that Trump is deliberately creating a stock
market decline to benefit the overall economy in the
long term.In the video, a narrator claims, "Trump is
crashing the stock market by 20 percent this month, but

he’s doing it on purpose." He goes on to suggest that this
is all part of a bigger plan. "Here’s the secret game he’s
playing, and it could make you rich."

As per the video, Trump is attempting to pressure money
into US treasury bonds. This will complicate matters
for the Federal Reserve (US central bank), asking it to
decrease interest rates in May. Low interest rates would
allow the government to roll over its record debt at a
cheap interest rate. The video states this also lowers the
mortgage rates and weakens the dollar, which can aid
common people in America. "Now it’s a wild chess
move, but it’s working," the narrator claims.

The video even praises Trump’s tariff strategy, calling it
"a genius play." It explains, “It actually forces
companies to build here to dodge them. It also forces
farmers to sell more of their products here in the US to
bring grocery prices way down. We’ve already seen this
with eggs."The narrator then makes a bold statement,
"Now, remember, 94 percent of all stocks are owned
only by 8 percent of Americans. 

Indian stabbed to death in 
Canada's Ottawa, suspect 
taken into custody: Embassy

Washington, United States.US President Donald 
Trump on Friday posted a video purportedly showing 
dozens of Huthi fighters being killed in an American 
s t r ike  on  Yemen,  add ing  the  comment  
"oops."Resembling images shot from military drones 
or other loitering aircraft, the black-and-white 
footage Trump posted to his Truth Social network 
shows several dozen human figures from an almost 
vertical angle."These Houthis gathered for 
instructions on an attack," Trump wrote in an 
accompanying text, using an alternate spelling for the 
Yemeni rebel group.American forces have carried out 
major raids on Yemen in recent weeks in response to 
the group's attacks on Red Sea shipping.Gathered in a 
loose oval along a road, the people in the video are 
superimposed with a gun camera-style crosshair.

A few seconds in, a bright flash appears in the middle of 
the scene, followed by billowing smoke.The footage 
cuts to a wider shot showing a column of smoke over 
the apparent impact site and several vehicles parked 
further up the road.The camera then cuts closer again 
to show a broad crater at the point of impact. No 
bodies are readily identifiable.

world.  An Indian national was killed in a stabbing 
incident in Rockland, a town near Ottawa, Canada. 
Local police have taken a suspect into custody, 
though further details about the circumstances of the 
attack remain unknown.The Indian embassy in 
Canada confirmed the incident on X and said it was 
in touch with the victim's family. "We are deeply 
saddened by the tragic death of an Indian national in 
Rockland near Ottawa, due to stabbing. Police has 
stated a suspect has been taken into custody. We are 
in close contact through a local community 
association to provide all possible assistance to the 
bereaved kin," the post read.According to a report by 
CBC News, one person was found dead in Clarence-
Rockland and another was arrested. Authorities have 
not disclosed the cause of death or whether any 
charges have been filed.The Ontario Provincial 
Police has advised residents of Rockland to expect a 
heightened police presence in the area, according to a 
report by CBC News.

world.  A woman disrupted Microsoft's 50th 
anniversary celebration on Friday in protest of the 
company's connection to the Israeli military. It 
occurred during a keynote presentation by Microsoft 
AI CEO Mustafa Suleyman, who was speaking about 
the future of the company's AI assistant, Copilot.

The event featured key figures, including Microsoft co-
founder Bill Gates and former CEO Steve Ballmer.

As Suleyman spoke, the woman stood up and shouted, 
"Mustafa, shame on you. You claim that you care 
about using AI for good but Microsoft sells AI 
weapons to the Israeli military.""Fifty-thousand 
people have died ... all of Microsoft has blood on its 
hands. How do you all celebrate when Microsoft is 
killing children? Shame on you all," she 
added.Suleyman responded calmly, saying, "Thank 
you for your protest, I hear you."

However, the protester continued, accusing him and 
Microsoft of having "blood on their hands."

AI in military operations
The protest comes as there has been increasing scrutiny 

of how tech firms, including Microsoft and OpenAI, 
sell AI tools to the military. An earlier report by The 
Associated Press this year claimed that the AI models 
produced by the companies were being used by the 
Israeli military to select bombing targets.The report 
further cited a disastrous incident in 2023 when an 
Israeli airstrike accidentally destroyed a car in 
Lebanon, killing three young girls and their 
grandmother.Earlier in February, five workers were 
banned from an in-house meeting with CEO Satya 
Nadella when they protested over the company's 
contracts with the military. Meanwhile, Friday's 
demonstration was more high-profile because it 
occurred during a livestreamed celebration.

"Oops": Trump Shares Video 
Showing Deadly Strike On 
Houthis In Yemen

'Shame on you': Anti-Israeli 
protester interrupts 
Microsoft's 50th anniversary 
over AI use in war

world.  WELLINGTON: A tsunami warning was 
cancelled for Papua New Guinea after a strong 
magnitude 6.9 earthquake, according to the US 
Geological Survey.

The quake was shallow, striking the Pacific island 
nation at a depth of 10 kilometers (6 miles) on 
Saturday morning local time. It was centered 
offshore, 194 km (120 miles) east of the town of 
Kimbe, on the island of New Britain.

The Pacific Tsunami Warning Center later called off an 
alert issued immediately after the jolt that warned of 
waves of 1 to 3 meters along some parts of the Papua 
New Guinea coastline. A caution about smaller 
waves of 0.3 m issued for nearby Solomon Islands 
was also called off.There were no immediate reports 
of damage. Just over 500,000 people live on the 
island of New Britain.Australia's Bureau of 
Meteorology said there was no tsunami threat to the 
country, which is Papua New Guinea's closest 
neighbour. No warning was isued for New Zealand.

Papua New Guinea sits on the Pacific “Ring of Fire,” 
the arc of seismic faults around the Pacific Ocean 
where much of the world’s earthquake and volcanic 
activity occurs.

From IRS to EPA: Full breakdown of 
historic US government layoffs

Taiwan's top security official, 
Joseph Wu, arrived in the US for 
talks with the Trump 
administration, days after 
China's war games near Taiwan. 
The "special channel" meeting 
marks Trump's first since 
returning to office, amid rising 
regional tensions.

concluded two-day war games around also been critical of Taiwan for taking 
Taiwan in which it held long-range, U.S. semiconductor business, saying 
live-fire drills in the East China Sea, he wants the industry to re-base to the 
marking an escalation of exercises United States. Taiwan's top security 
around the island.Taiwan has o ff ic ia l  has  sa id  the  Trump 
denounced China for holding the drills. administration's support for Taiwan 
The United States, Taiwan's most remains "very strong."China has 
important international supporter and stepped up rhetoric against Taiwan 

President Lai Ching-te, calling him a 
"parasite" on Tuesday in the wake of 
U.S. Defence Secretary Pete 
Hegseth's Asia visit, during which he 
repeatedly criticised Beijing.The 
White House and the Taipei 
E c o n o m i c  a n d  C u l t u r a l  
Representative Office in the United 
States did not immediately respond to 
requests for comment.China views 
democratically governed Taiwan as UPDATED. The head of Taiwan's 
its own territory and has repeatedly National Security Council arrived in 
denounced Lai as a "separatist". Lai, the United States for talks with main arms supplier despite the lack of 

who won election last year, rejects P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d  T r u m p ' s  fo rma l  d ip loma t i c  r e l a t i ons ,  
Beijing's sovereignty claims and says administration, a source familiar with condemned the latest exercises earlier 
only Taiwan's people can decide their the matter said on Friday, days after this week.Taiwan is only one area of 
future.Taiwan has lived under the China concluded war games around tension between the United States and 
threat of Chinese invasion since 1949 Taiwan.Joseph Wu was leading a China whose ties have been tested by 
when the defeated Republic of China delegation for a meeting known as the multiple issues such as human rights, 
government fled to the island after "special channel," the Financial Times the origins of COVID-19 and trade 
losing a civil war with Mao Zedong's reported earlier. It marked Trump's tariffs, including measures put in place 
communists, though the two sides first use of the channel since returning by Trump this week.Trump's tariffs 
have not exchanged fire in anger for to the White House on January this week also upset Taiwan, which 
decades.20.Earlier this week, China's military called them unreasonable.Trump has 

evening, according to people familiar UPDATED President Donald Trump and The latest job cuts, and about 10,000
with the matter. The organization, an billionaire Elon Musk are undertaking a recent voluntary departures, wil
independent, nonprofit organization sweeping campaign to cut the size of the 2.3 reduce the number of full-time
funded by Congress, employs about million-strong civilian US government employees at the department to
300 people at its Washington workforce. Nearly 200,000 employees 62,000 from 82,000, the departmen
headquarters.have been fired or earmarked for said.

termination or have accepted buyouts. The mass firing came less than two VOICE OF AMERICA
weeks after DOGE staffers gained The layoffs have primarily been aimed at More than 1,300 Voice of America
access to USIP's headquarters in probationary workers, many in jobs for less employees were placed on leave on
Washington with the help of police than a year with fewer job protections than March 15, Michael Abramowitz, the
officers, prompting the institute to longer-tenured staffers.A judge ruled in U.S. government-funded outlet'
accuse Musk's team of occupying its March that the terminations of some 25,000 director, said in a post on LinkedIn.
building by force.INSTITUTE OF probationary employees were likely illegal, The cuts were part of a gutting of the
M U S E U M  A N D  L I B R A R Y  forcing federal agencies to begin staff and IMLS leadership" and told to turn outlet's parent agency, the U.S
SERVICESreinstating themMeanwhile, a new wave of in all their government equipment. Agency for Global Media, which

cuts targeting career government workers All employees of the Institute of Museum and terminated its grants to Radio FreeDEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
has begun and is intensifying after Trump Library Services, a federal agency with Europe/Radio Liberty and Radio Free AsiaHUMAN SERVICES
ordered federal agencies to submit plans for about 75 workers which provides funding VETERANS AFFAIRSThe US Department of Health and Human 
large-scale layoffs by March 13. for America's libraries and museums, were Services will cut about 10,000 full-time The Department of Veterans Affairs i

placed on administrative leave on Monday, Here are details of some of the layoffs at jobs and close half of its regional offices, it planning to cut more than 80,000 worker
according to a union statement.federal departments and agencies gleaned said on March 27, a major overhaul of the from the agency, according to an interna

by Reuters reporters. The American Federation of Government department under Secretary Robert F. memo seen by Reuters.The VA's chief o
Employees Local 3403 said in a statement UNITED STATES INSTITUTE OF PEACE Kennedy Jr. Employees of various staff, Christopher Syrek, sent the memo to
that all employees were put on leave Employees at the United States Institute of departmental agencies began receiving senior agency officials, telling them the
following "a brief meeting between DOGE Peace received termination letters Friday their termination notices on April 1. goal was to return the agency to 2019

in lower courts challenging his flurry of two programs at issue — the Teacher conservative majority wrote that the states WASHINGTON. The Supreme Court on 
executive orders. That includes about two Quality Partnership and Supporting can keep the programs running with their Friday granted the Trump administration’s 
dozen over federal funding cuts, some Effective Educator Development — own money for now. By contrast, the plea to cut hundreds of millions of dollars 
totalling billions of dollars.The teaching provide more than $600 million in grants majority said in an unsigned opinion, the in teacher-training money as part of its anti-
training case deals with cuts to more than federal government probably wouldn’t DEI efforts, while a lawsuit continues.
100 programs. They had been temporarily be able to recover the cash if it The justices split 5-4, with Chief Justice John 
blocked by a federal judge in Boston, who ultimately wins the lawsuit.Justice Roberts joining the three liberal justices in 
found that they were already affecting Elena Kagan wrote in dissent that there dissent.The emergency appeal is among 
training programs aimed at addressing a was no reason for the court's emergency several the high court is considering in 
nationwide teacher shortage.U.S. District intervention.Nowhere in its papers does which the Justice Department argues that 
Judge Myong Joun issued a temporary the Government defend the legality of lower-court judges have improperly 
restraining order sought by eight canceling the education grants at issue obstructed President Donald Trump’s 
Democratic-led states that argued the cuts here,” Kagan wrote.In a separate agenda.Friday’s order was the first time, in 
were likely driven by efforts from Trump’s opinion, Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson three attempts, that the nation’s highest 
administration to eliminate diversity, wrote, “It is beyond puzzling that a court gave the administration what it 
equity and inclusion programs.The federal majority of Justices conceive of the wanted on an emergency basis.
appeals court in Boston turned away an government ’s  app l ica t ion  as  anfor teacher preparation programs, often in The Supreme Court previously sided against 
appeal from the administration to allow emergency.”Roberts joined neither dissent, subject areas such as math, science and the administration in another lawsuit over 
them to resume.The Republican president noting only that he would have denied the special education, the states have argued. nearly $2 billion in foreign aid cuts in 
has also signed an executive order calling appeal.The administration halted the They said data has shown the programs had another divided 5-4 ruling, with Justice 
for the dismantling of the Education programs without notice in February. Joun, led to increased teacher retention rates and Amy Coney Barrett in the majority in both 
Department, and his administration has an appointee of Democratic President Joe ensured that educators remain in the cases.It remains to be seen whether 
already started overhauling much of its Biden, found that the cancellations profession beyond five years.Despite Friday's decision marks a narrow win or a 
work, including cutting dozens of contracts probably violated a federal law that Joun's finding that the programs were broader shift in Trump's favor.The Trump 
it dismissed as “woke” and wasteful.The requires a clear explanation.already being affected, the high court's administration is facing some 150 lawsuits 
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Trump's tariffs spark trade 
war fears with China
S&P Global and Goldman 
Sachs increase US recession 
probabilities
Brokerages slash US stock 
targets due to tariff  
impacts

MADURAI. With Kerala headed communist-led government laid the make more investment."He alleged the 
towards assembly polls next year, the foundation stone for a modern Kerala state has been a "victim of hostile 
CPI(M)-led LDF has pitched the in 1957, when they introduced land policies of the central government led 
concept of 'Nava Kerala', and the state reforms, educational reforms and that by the BJP"."Kerala's devolution 
government is "adventurously was the basis on which the Kerala between the 10th and 15th finance 
experimenting" with alternatives for model of development was created. commissions came down by half. The 
investment amid "constraints imposed revenue deficit gap and GST "Kerala social development and human 
by the BJP-led Union government," compensation have been stopped," he development indicators are widely 
Kerala Minister MB Rajesh told PTI. alleged."It became extremely difficult acclaimed. But by the early 1990s, we 

for us to pursue any alternative policy In an interview with PTI, Rajesh, r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h i s  m o d e l  o f  
other than neo-liberal policy. But we Minister for Local Self Government of development has its own limitations 
were not ready to succumb to this Kerala, said the devolution of Finance and we have to rejuvenate this model," 
pressure. So we are adventurously Commission to the state has reduced, Rajesh said."We decided that now we 
experimenting with an alternative and borrowing has also been limited. need to focus more on economic 
within these constraints imposed by development with social justice and Amid criticism from within the party 
the BJP-led government,"  he inclusion. So we need to invest heavily folds over recent decisions of the state 
said.Listing the work done by the state, on infrastructure and on social sectors to allow private universities and 
he said they have invested in and welfare schemes," he said.Rajesh inviting private investments for 
highways, water metro, digital science said to sustain the social development restructuring public sector units 
park, digital university, schools, and human development indicators, (PSUs), Rajesh denied that the Left 
hospitals, and within the constraints, they felt a need to invest more on social party was deviating from its policies, 
the state has not diluted its s e c t o r s  a n d  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  and said they have first focused on 
commitment to social sectors and schemes."But at the same time, we strengthening government universities 
welfare schemes.have to generate sufficient resources to and PSUs.Rajesh said the first 

SBI Report Urges India To Expand PLI Scheme 
As Trump Announces Reciprocal Tariffs

retaliated on Friday with its own levies probability indicator suggests equities are rallied in November after Trump won a 
on US goods, adding to worries about an already pricing in (about) 40% chance of a second term in the White House on 
escalating trade war and wreaking recession by the end of the year," HSBC expectations of business-friendly 
havoc on global financial markets.JP analysts added.Other research firms policies.Following Trump's tariffs 
Morgan said it now sees a 60% chance including Barclays, BofA Global announcement in January, it has been a 
of the global economy entering Research, Deutsche Bank, RBC Capital forgettable three months for Wall Street's 
recession by year end, up from 40% main indexes, with the benchmark S&P 
previously."Disruptive US policies 500 down over 8% so far this 
have been recognised as the biggest year.Brokerages including Barclays, 
risk to the global outlook all year," the Goldman, RBC and Capital Economics 
brokerage said in a note on Thursday, slashed their year-end targets on US 
adding that the country's trade policy stocks, with UBS downgrading its 
has turned less business friendly than recommendation to "neutral" from 
anticipated."The effect ... is likely to be "attractive".Capital Economics cut its 
magnified through (tariff) retaliation, a index target for the S&P 500 to 5,500, 
slide in US business sentiment and the lowest among major brokerages, 
supply-chain disruptions."S&P Global closely followed by RBC's 5,550.
also raised its "subjective" probability RATE-CUT HOPES
of a US recession to between 30% and While tariffs could stifle economic 
35%, from 25% in March.Last week, growth, some analysts expect this could Markets and UBS Global Wealth before the April 2 tariff announcement, give more room for the US Federal Management also warned the US Goldman Sachs also raised the New Delhi. JP Morgan ratcheted up its odds Reserve to cut interest rates further in economy faces a higher risk of slipping probability of a US recession to 35% from for a US and global recession to 60%, as order to boost economic activity.JP into a recession this year if Trump's new 20%, noting economic fundamentals brokerages scrambled to revise their Morgan said it expects the tariff shock to levies remain in place.Barclays and UBS were not as strong as in the previous forecast models with tariff distress be "modestly dampened" by the prospect warned the US economy could enter into years.HSBC said on Thursday that the threatening to sap business confidence of further rate cuts.Goldman estimates contraction territory, while other analysts recession narrative will gain traction, but and slow down global growth.The Trump 

three interest rate cuts by the end of the forecast economic growth broadly added some of this is already "priced administration imposed tariffs on dozens 
year.between 0.1% and 1%.US equity markets in"."Our equity market implied recession of countries earlier this week. China 

JP Morgan warns of 60% chance of 
global recession after Trump's tariffs

Wall Street shatters as Trump tariffs trigger
worst day in US markets since 2020

New Delhi: The new financial year (FY26) has 
commenced on a subdued note, largely driven by 
the imposition of higher-than-anticipated tariffs by 
the US, market experts said on Saturday, adding 
that any constructive developments arising from 
the ongoing India–US bilateral trade negotiations 
could serve as a supportive catalyst for the market. 
Sectors like IT and metals have underperformed 
relative to the broader market, reflecting growing 
concerns over the outlook for the US economy and 
potential retaliatory trade actions by other 
countries.According to Vinod Nair, Head of 
Research, Geojit Investments Limited, investors 
are  expected  to  c lose ly  moni tor  any 
countermeasures implemented by global trade 
partners, which could further exacerbate 
geopolitical and economic uncertainty. This 
cautious sentiment is reflected in the sustained 
rally in gold and bond prices, underscoring a 
p r o n o u n c e d  s h i f t  t o w a r d  s a f e - h a v e n  
assets.Meanwhile, benchmark indices extended 
their losing streak to a second session on Friday, 
falling over a per cent each, as a risk-off sentiment 
took over global markets amid fears of a trade war 
on the back of US President Donald Trump's 
reciprocal tariffs, according to a Bajaj Broking 
Research note.Nifty was down 345.65 points or 
1.49 per cent at 22,904.45. Investors fear that 
aggressive trade policies by US would lead to 
retaliatory measures from other countries, 
escalating into a full-scale trade war. Such an 
outcome could disrupt global supply chains and 
slow economic growth.The broader markets 
witnessed sharp decline, with the Nifty Midcap 
100 and Nifty Small cap 100 declining by 2.91 per 
cent and 3.56 per cent, respectively. All the sectoral 
indices traded with sharp cuts, with the IT, Auto, 
Pharma, PSU Bank, Realty, Oil and Gas and metals 
gauges losing 6 per cent to 3 per cent.Index is 
currently placed around the key support area of 
22,700-22,800, holding above the same will be 
crucial for pullback to materialise towards last 
week high 23,565 in coming week."Failure to hold 
above the support area of 22,700 can lead to 
extended decline towards 22,300 levels. Along 
with the development on US tariff policies, market 
participant will also keep a close eye on the RBI 
monetary policy outcome and resumption of Q4 
FY25 earnings season in the coming week,” said 
Bajaj Broking Research. Investor attention is also 
firmly fixed on the upcoming MPC meeting, with 
the benchmark interest rate decision expected next 
week.A favourable outcome could benefit rate-
sensitive sectors. In addition, key macroeconomic 
indicators — namely India’s inflation figures and 
US jobless claims — will be closely watched, as 
they are likely to offer critical insights into the 
underlying economic conditions in both regions, 
said experts.

Income Tax Return 2025: 
What’s New In ITR-2 Filing 
Process Find Out Here

India-US Trade Negotiations 
Key To Boost Stock Market 

Sentiment: Experts
textiles, engineering goods, and gems in exports to the U.S. With tariffs on 
and jewellery. The report suggests Chinese goods increasing, India can 
widening the coverage of the scheme capture a larger market share in sectors 
to include more products and such as textiles, apparel, and footwear. 
extending its duration by three more Additionally, India has manufacturing 
years. This would help boost strength in iron and steel products, 
investments in domestic industries and which can also benefit from these trade 
m a k e  I n d i a n  p r o d u c t s  m o r e  changes.However, the report also 
competitive in the global market.It pointed out that the U.S. has imposed a 
stated, “The Indian government should 26 percent tariff on Indian goods, 

compared to India’s 15 percent tariff 
on American products. This 
imbalance, it says, should be 
addressed through ongoing trade 

New Delhi: According to a report by negotiations between the two 
the State Bank of India (SBI), India countries.India is reportedly willing 
should strengthen its Production- to significantly reduce tariffs on 
Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes in over USD 23 billion worth of 
light of growing global trade American goods sold in India as part 
competitiveness—especially after of the India-U.S. trade deal, which 
U.S. President Donald Trump could help in resolving the 
announced reciprocal tariffs on issue.The report also mentioned that 
several countries, including India. expand existing Production-Linked the reciprocal tariffs being imposed by 
The report stated that India has a strong Incentive (PLI) schemes in these the U.S. on countries like China, 
opportunity to benefit from the global sectors to cover a wider range of Vietnam, Bangladesh, and Indonesia 
shift in trade, particularly with the U.S. products and extend their duration by could give Indian exporters an edge. 
imposing higher tariffs on Chinese three years, thereby bolstering India may benefit from the expected 
goods.It recommended that the Indian domestic industries' investment and shift in global supply chains, opening 
government expand the current PLI global competitiveness.”One of the up new opportunities for export 
schemes across key sectors like key areas where India stands to gain is growth.

India's IT Services 
Companies To Report 
Subdued Growth During 
4QFY25: Report
New Delhi. India's information technology sector is 

expected to report subdued growth for the fourth 
quarter of FY25 (January-March period), according 
to a report by Systematix Institutional Research. The 
report attributed this slowdown to seasonal 
weakness and reduced discretionary spending on 
digital transformation projects by global clients.

It said, "We expect IT services companies within our 
coverage to report subdued growth during 4QFY25 
on seasonal weakness and lower discretionary digital 
transformation spends." It also mentioned that Indian 
IT companies, which earn a major share of their 
revenues from the US market, continue to face a 
challenging business environment as the US deals 
with macroeconomic uncertainties.Just as the sector 
was hoping for a recovery in discretionary tech 
spending, the report stated that the situation has 
become more complex due to fresh tariff 
announcements by the Trump-led administration, 
recessionary concerns, and a cut in IT budgets by 
Elon Musk-led DOGE.These developments are 
causing delays in large-scale tech transformation 
projects. Instead, clients are now focusing on cost-
saving measures, including vendor consolidation 
and budget reallocation, which is affecting new 
project flows and revenue visibility for IT firms.

The report expects large-cap Indian IT companies to 
post a quarter-on-quarter revenue decline of 0 to 2 
per cent in dollar terms. Among the major players, 
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) is likely to see 
revenue pressure due to a ramp-down in its deal with 
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd (BSNL).

Infosys and HCL Technologies may experience a dip in 
revenues due to seasonal factors, while Wipro, Tech 
Mahindra, and Sonata Software are expected to 
report weaker results due to company-specific 
challenges. Despite the pressure on revenue, EBIT 
(earnings before interest and tax) margins are 
expected to remain largely stable across companies.

However, margins for Infosys and HCL Technologies 
could be slightly affected due to seasonality and 
wage increases. Overall, the outlook for the IT sector 
remains cautious, as companies brace for a quarter 
marked by soft demand, client budget tightening, and 
global economic uncertainties.

New Delhi. The new financial year has started and so 
has the tax filing season. Taxpayers can now file 
their Income Tax Return (ITR) for the Assessment 
Year 2025-26 (Financial Year 2024-25). Just like 
every year, the ITR filing process is available in 
both online and offline modes, making it 
convenient for everyone to get started.The Income 
Tax Department has introduced a new Excel-based 
utility for ITR-2 which was launched on March 25, 
2025. This form is meant for individuals and Hindu 
Undivided Families (HUFs) who don’t have 
income from business or profession. A key update is 
the addition of the option to file a revised return 
under Section 139 (8A).

So, if you spot an error or need to update any details in 
your return, you can now do it without hassle. This 
new feature is especially helpful for salaried 
individuals, pensioners, and other non-business 
taxpayers.

Who Should File ITR-2?
ITR-2 is for individuals whose annual income 

exceeds Rs 50 lakh or those who earn from sources 
like rent, capital gains, or other income. You’ll also 
need to file ITR-2 if you're a director in a company 
or hold shares in an unlisted company. Plus, if you 
own any foreign assets, this is the form you need to 
use.Choosing the right ITR form depends on where 
your income comes from. If your total annual 
income is below Rs 50 lakh and you earn only from 
salary, pension, interest, dividends, or rent from just 
one property, then you should file ITR-1. So, 
whether you earn from salary, rent, capital gains, or 
other sources, picking the right ITR form is key to  
hassle-free filing and staying compliant with tax 
rules.

NEW DELHI. The reserves rose $6.56 billion to 
$665.4 billion as of March 28, the Reserve Bank said 
on Friday. This marks the highest level in nearly five 
months.

During the reporting weekend, the rupee appreciated 
by 0.6% against the dollar, supported by the renewed 
foreign investment in the Indian equities. This means 
the central bank did not sell much dollars to defend 
the currency. March also saw the rupee making its 
best monthly gain in nearly seven months, since 
November 2018, gaining close to 2.3%. However, 
the currency closed the last fiscal with a loss of 
2.46%.The foreign exchange reserves continue to 
gain, adding $6.596 billion to a five-month high of 
$665.4 billion in the week to March 28, according to 
the latest data from the central bank. In the previous 
three weeks, the RBI cumulatively added $20.1 
billion.  According to the government, this can cover 
11 months of imports and makes the country’s 
reserves the fourth largest in the world after China, 
which has over $3.3 trillion in its reserves, followed 
by Japan with $1.23 trillion, and the tiny Switzerland 
at the third place with $927 billion, which is 1.5 times 
of our forex reserve.

The rupee opened strong at 84.95 on Friday as the 
dollar index fell massively after the bloodbath on the 
Wall Street following the tariff war unleashed on 
Thursday. The rupee edged up in volatile trades, 
holding near three month high against the dollar and 
closed at 85.22, up 33 paise from the previous close. 
The dollar index currently quotes at 101.76, nearly at 
five month low.The RBI said the reserves by $6.6 
billion in the latest reporting week, following a 
cumulative increase of $20.1 billion over the 
previous three weeks. Movements in foreign 
currency assets within the reserves are influenced by 
the central bank’s market interventions and 
fluctuations in the value of foreign assets.

Forex kitty continues to gain 
for 4th week, RBI adds $6.6 
bn

S&P 500 drops 6%, worst since Covid-
19 crisis
China retaliated with matching tariffs, 
fuelling global market fears
Trump sticks to his tariff  strategy, 
keeping markets uncertain

Kerala 'adventurously experimenting' with alternatives for 
investment amid constraints: Minister MB Rajesh

India is reportedly willing to 
significantly reduce tariffs on 
over USD 23 billion worth of  
American goods sold in India 
as part of  the India-U.S. trade 
deal, which could help in 
resolving the issue.

NEW DELHI.  

16 record closing high of 20,173.89. ACROSS THE BOARD imports from China with its own 34% 
tariff on imports of all US products The Dow Jones Industrial Average Stocks for all but 12 of the 500 companies 
beginning April 10. The United States and declined 2,231.07 points to 38,314.86, that make up the S&P 500 index fell on 
China are the world’s two largest marking a correction from its December Friday. The price of crude oil tumbled to 
economies.US-listed shares of Chinese 4 record closing high of 45,014.04. its lowest level since 2021. Other basic 
companies dived, with JD.com and Meanwhile, the S&P 500 slid 322.44 building blocks for economic growth, 

Alibaba and Baidu all down more points to 5,074.08, its lowest close in 
than 7.7%. Companies with exposure 11 months, according to Reuters.
to China also fell across the board, GLOBAL MARKETS SLIDE AMID 
with mega-caps such as Apple TRADE WAR FEARS
dropping 7.3%.Global stock markets also continued Wall Street faced its 

TRUMP REMAINS DEFIANTtheir downward spiral, driven by sharpest downturn since the height of the 
Trump seemed unfazed. From Mar-a-growing investor fears that Trump’s Covid-19 crisis on Friday. The S&P 500 

Lago, his private club in Florida, reciprocal tariff strategy could fuel plunged 6% after China retaliated against 
Trump headed to his golf course a inflation and potentially tip the global President Donald Trump’s tariff hike, 
few miles away after writing on economy into a recession. The stoking fears of a trade war spiralling into 
social media that “THIS IS A GREAT uncertainty has amplified concerns a global recession. It was the S&P 500's 
TIME TO GET RICH.”a c r o s s  f i n a n c i a l  m a r k e t s  worst week since March 2020, when the 

w o r l d w i d e . H o w e v e r,  t h e  U S  However, Trump gave mixed signals pandemic severely impacted the 
government urged investors to stick on Friday. Trump said Vietnam 

economy. The Dow Jones dropped 2,231 
behind Trump’s policies. “To anyone “wants to cut their tariffs down to such as copper, also saw prices slide on points (5.5%), while the Nasdaq tumbled 
on Wall Street this morning, I would say ZERO if they are able to make an worries the trade war will weaken the 5.8%, falling over 20% from its 
trust in President Trump,” press secretary agreement with the US.” Trump also global economy.December high.On Friday, US stock Karoline Leavitt said in an interview on criticised China’s retaliation, saying on 

C H I N A  H I T S  B A C K  W I T H  exchanges saw a record-breaking 26.79 CNN. “This is a president who is doubling his Truth Social platform that “CHINA 
MATCHING TARIFFSbillion shares traded, surpassing the down on his proven economic formula P L AY E D  I T  W R O N G,  T H E Y  

China’s response to US tariffs caused an previous high of 24.48 billion on January from his first term this is indeed a national PANICKED - THE ONE THING THEY 
immediate acceleration of losses in 27, 2021. The Nasdaq dropped 962.82 emergency, and it’s about time we have a CANNOT AFFORD TO DO!”
markets worldwide. The Commerce points to 15,587.79, confirming the tech- president who actually does something Trump has said Americans may feel “some 
Ministry in Beijing said it would respond heavy index was in a bear market after about it.” pain” because of tariffs, but he has also 
to the 34% tariffs imposed by the US on falling more than 20% from its December NO WINNERS AS STOCK PLUNGE said the long-term goals.
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