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Congress slams govt over household
indebtedness, it failed to acknowledge 'crisis'

Sanjay Kumar

New Delhi, Feb.27: Flagging the
issue of household indebtedness, the
Congress on Thursday said the root
cause of such a '"deep-seated"

malaise was the stagnation in real
wages and claimed the government
had failed to acknowledge the "cri-
sis'". Congress general secretary in-
charge communications Jairam
Ramesh cited the recently-released
Indus Valley Annual Report 2025, an
examination of India's economic
landscape and start-up ecosystem by
VC firm Blume Ventures, to attack
the government. The report offers a
granular look into the Indian econo-
my, he said and asserted that its

debt

TMC's Abhishek Banerjee
reacts to reports on °‘rift'

with Mamata Banerjee

Kolkata, Feb 27: Abhishek Banerjee of
the Trinamool Congress on Tuesday reject-
ed reports that he has differences with
party supremo and West Bengal chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee. The TMC general
secretary reaffirmed his loyalty to her. "I
am a loyal soldier of the TMC, and my
leader is Mamata Banerjee," Abhishek
Banerjee said at a party conference in
Kolkata. Dismissing speculation that he
might cross over to the Bharatiya Janata
Party, Abhishek Banerjee said, "Those who
are saying that I am joining the BJP are
spreading canards." "I know those people
who are spreading such fake news. They
have vested interests ahead of the next
he said. The
Diamond Harbour MP also asserted that he
would "continue to expose traitors within the
party, just as he did during the last assembly
elections". “Till the time all of you are with
us, we will continue to demolish BJP's
Those who spoke ill about the
party have been identified. I was the one to
identify people like Mukul Roy and Suvendu
Adhikari who went against the party,” the

year’s assembly polls,"

'chakravyuh'...

Mamata Banerjee's nephew said.

Highway to connect Arunachal border districts:

Tejinder Kaur Babbar

ITANAGAR, Feb 27: The Union govern-
ment has approved the construction of the
Arunachal Frontier Highway, a massive
infrastructure project aimed at enhancing
connectivity in border areas, Union Minister
Kiren Rijiju announced on Wednesday.
Speaking at the first-ever Joint Mega
Nyokum Yullo Celebration in Boasimla,
Kamle district, Rijiju said the highway,
which will pass through 12 districts along
the India-China border, is a dream come
true and set to be a game changer for the
northeastern state.With an estimated cost
of 242,000 crore, this is the highest-ever allo-
cation for a single infrastructure project by
the Centre, Rijiju added. The highway,
according to Border Roads Organisation, is
around 1637-km-long and in some places, it
will run as close as 20km to the Line of
Actual Control. Its development is in line
with the Narendra Modi government’s
emphasis on developing border villages,
building infrastructure in the North-East,

Article 370 abrogation proved to be good for

JK's

Naresh Malhotra

Mumbai, Feb.27: The Centre's decision to

revoke Article 370 of the Constitution proved to
be "good" as it strengthened development and
"ended" terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir,
Union Minister Ramdas Athawale said on
Thursday. There was a time when tourists were
afraid of visiting Jammu and Kashmir but that
has changed after the revocation of Article 370,
the minister of state for social justice and
empowerment said at a press conference here.
On August 5, 2019, the Centre abrogated
Article 370, which accorded a special status to
the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir. The
government also divided Jammu and Kashmir
into two union territories — Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh. "The (PM) Narendra
Modi-led government has taken a lot of impor-
tant decisions and the abrogation of Article 370
was a very big step which strengthened devel-

opment in J&K, ended terrorism and generated
employment opportunities besides establishing

peace and paving the way for unfurling the

colour," Athawale said. Earlier, people were afraid
of visiting J&K but the situation changed after
Article 370 was revoked and more than 2.5 million

most worrying implications were for
India's household finances. Ramesh
said India's recovery from COVID-19
was based on consumption growth
that was driven by loans. Consumer

cial companies - they comprise 82
per cent of the new personal loans
originated in 2024," he said citing the
report. Credit growth has now creat-
ed a household indebtedness crisis
instead of continuing to fuel con-
sumption, Ramesh said. Household

of nearly 43 per cent, he claimed. "As
a flipside to the household indebted-
ness,
especially financially\

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Feb. 27: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday likened the massive Maha
Kumbh congregation to the newly awakened !"
consciousness of a nation breathing freely
after breaking the shackles of a slavery mind-
set. "The Maha Kumbh has concluded. The
'mahayagna' of unity has concluded," he
wrote in a blog, a day after the mega religious
exercise concluded, and said the country has
to now march ahead with a similar sense of
self-confidence and unity to fulfil the goal of
‘Viksit Bharat'. Modi said more devotees
than were ever imagined took the holy dip in
Sangam, asserting that India is now forging
ahead with new energy and that this points to
a change of era which will write a new future
for India. The prime minister offered apology
to "Mother Ganga, Mother Yamuna, Mother
Saraswati" as well as people, who he said are
a form of God to him, for any shortcoming in
the services rendered. He noted that making such a
massive arrangement was not easy. At least 30 devo-
tees had died during a stampede at the Maha
Kumbh, which drew devotees in huge numbers from
across the country. The Uttar Pradesh government

loans in the post-Covid years
were about 18 per cent of the
Private Final Consumption
Expenditure, he said. In this
time, personal loans replaced
industry loans as the biggest
segment of non-food borrow-
ing, Ramesh said. "This was a
reflection of the slowing pri-
vate investment levels. Much
of this indebtedness was due to
the rise in small ticket personal
loans from non-banking finan-

o

to GDP has hit an all-time high

households are saving less -

Navdeep Singh Sahni

New Delhi, Feb.27: Leader of
Opposition (LoP) Atishi on Thursday
said AAP MLAs were being stopped
from entering the Delhi Assembly
premises after being suspended for
three days from the proceedings in
the House. Atishi said the BJP was
"crossing all limits of dictatorship"
after coming to power. Soon after the
House proceedings began on
Tuesday, Atishi and other AAP
MILAs protested against the alleged
removal of B R Ambedkar's portrait
from the CM's office. Speaker
Vijender Gupta suspended the 21
AAP legislators for disrupting Lt
Governor V K Saxena's inaugural
address to the newly constituted
House. In a post on X, Atishi said,
"AAP MLAs were suspended from the
House for three days for raising slogans of
'JTai Bhim'. And today, they are not even
being allowed to enter the Vidhan Sabha
premises. This has never happened in the

history of the Delhi Legislative
Assembly." On Tuesday, 21 out of 22 AAP
MLASs, including Atishi, were suspended

from the House. The suspension of AAP
MILAs came on a day when the Delhi gov-
ernment tabled a Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report on the liquor policy,
further intensifying the political face-off
between AAP and the BJP. Okhla MLA

resources in a balanced and sustainable
manner. Meanwhile, Rijiju lauded Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar’s presence at

and strengthening infrastructure in border
areas so as to facilitate rapid movement of
troops. Rijiju said that while major express-
ways such as the Mumbai-Pune
Expressway, Jaipur-Delhi corri-
dor, and Kolkata-Chennai high-
way were built at a fraction of this
cost, the Arunachal Frontier
Highway will require unprece-
dented investment due to its
strategic importance and chal- |
lenging terrain. The highway will
traverse key districts, including |
East Kameng, Bichom, Kra|
Daadi, Upper Subansiri, Shi-
Yomi, Anjaw, and Changlang, pro-

A
e

V1d1ng crucial road connectivity to
remote areas, Rijiju added, and said there
were more projects in the pipeline for the
state. The union minister further urged peo-
ple to support the government’s initiatives,
emphasizing Arunachal’s vast hydropower
potential. He stated that the Centre, in col-
laboration with NHPC, is committed to
developing the state’s hydropower

By

the event, calhng it a historic moment.
“Boasimla is a small place, located beside
the national highway... It will go down in
history that the Vice President of India,
Jagdeep Dhankhar, has visited Boasimla
today,” he said. Rijiju described the Vice
President’s visit as a matter of pride for the
people of Arunachal Pradesh, adding, “We

has said that over 65 crore people visited the sacred
site in Prayagraj since the Maha Kumbh began on
January 13. In his blog, Modi praised Chief Minister

s
Yogi Adityanath, saying as an MP from Uttar
Pradesh he can proudly say that the government,
administration and people collectively under
Adityanath's leadership made this "Maha Kumbh of
unity" successful. Everyone, be it sanitation staff,
police personnel, boatmen, drivers and cooks, made

Atishi claims AAP MILAs barred
from entering Delhi Assembly

Amanatullah Khan was the only AAP leg-
islator spared from the suspension, as he
was not present in the House during the
protest. The motion for suspen-
sion was moved by minister
Parvesh Verma. As soon as the
LG began his address, the AAP
legislators started raising slogans
against the alleged removal of
portraits of Ambedkar and
Bhagat Singh from the Chief
Minister's  office.  Speaker
Vijender Gupta issued orders to
marshall out all 21 MLAs from the
House due to the disruption.
| Following their suspension, AAP
'MLAs staged a demonstration

within the assembly complex,

holding up portraits of Ambedkar.
% Atishi lashed out at the BJP,
accusing it of trying to erase Ambedkar's
legacy. "The BJP has shown its true
colours by removing Babasaheb
Ambedkar's portrait. Does it believe
Prime Minister Narendra Modi can
replace Babasaheb?" she said.

jiju

can proudly say that the Vice President has
joined us in celebrating Nyokum Yullo.”
Vice President Dhankhar in his speech also
expressed confidence that Rijiju’s vision of a
frontier highway in Arunachal Pradesh
would soon be realized. “Rijiju’s frontier
highway dream will soon come true as
money has already been allocated,” he said.
Nyokum Yullo is a major festival of the
Nyishi tribe in Arunachal Pradesh, symbol-
ising prosperity and community harmony.
104 firearms voluntarily
surrendered in 6 districts
New Delhi, Feb 27: Altogether 104
firearms and ammunition were voluntarily
surrendered by the public in six districts
in strife-torn Manipur, police said on
Thursday. These weapons were surren-
dered in Kangpokpi, Imphal East,
Bishnupur, Thoubal, Imphal West and
Kakching districts on Wednesday, a day
before the seven-day period given by the
authorities for giving up firearms ends, a
senior officer said.

Maha Kumbh was like a nation breathing
with a new consciousness: PM Modi

it a success by working relentlessly with a sense of
devotion and service, he said, praising residents of
Prayagraj as well. He asserted that what has never
happened in the past few decades happened
this time. "It has laid the foundation for many

& coming centuries," he added. Modi said the
" holding of Maha Kumbh has become a study
& & subject for management professionals, and

planning and policy experts, as there is no
other example of such a gigantic event in the
world. “When the consciousness of a nation
awakens, when it breaks all the shackles of
hundreds of years of slavery to breathe with a
new consciousness, then such a sight presents
itself that we witnessed in the Maha Kumbh of
unity in Prayagraj after January 13,” he said.
Modi said the tradition of Maha Kumbh has
been reinvigorating India's national conscious-
ness for thousands of years, suggesting new
ways to the country and society. “This time the
Maha Kumbh of this kind came after 144 years
and has given the message of a new chapter in India's
development journey. The message is of Viksit
Bharat',” he said. People from every region, includ-
ing abroad, caste and ideology were one in the Maha
Kumbh, he said, calling upon people to come togeth-
er in a similar way for building a ‘Viksit Bharat'.

Lunch, helping hand,
welfare measures: UP Yogi'

ST Correspondent

Lucknow, Feb 27: Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi
Adityanath on Thursday took part in a cleanliness cam-
paign in Prayagraj to mark the conclusion of Maha
Kumbh. He also felicitated sanitation and health work-
ers announced enhanced welfare measures. The chief
minister said, “In order to convert this truly grand and
divine Kumbh into a global event as per the wishes of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, I heartily congratulate
and welcome all the sanitation workers, health workers,
transport department staff, as well as those associated
with this entire campaign for maintaining security and
the continuous flow of water”. Yogi Adityanath offered
prayers to the Ganga River in Prayagraj to mark the

completion of Maha Kumbh, in which more than 66
crore devotees across 45 days. He also distributed cer-
tificates to sanitation and health workers to acknowl-
edge their work during the festival. Announcing
enhanced welfare measures, Adityanath said, “Our gov-
ernment has decided to provide ?10,000 bonus to the
sanitation and health workers at the Maha Kumbh in
Prayagraj. We are going to ensure that from April, a
minimum wage of 716,000 will be provided to the sani-
tation workers. Temporary health workers will be given
direct bank transfers and all of them will be linked to
the Ayushman Bharat Yojana for health coverage,
ensuring better welfare and support.” The chief minis-
ter and cabinet ministers also had lunch with those san-
itation workers who worked in Prayagraj during the 45-
day mega event. Adityanath targeted the opposition
while addressing the controversy over the stampede in
which at least 30 devotees died. “The opposition used
videos of Kathmandu to spread misinformation on
Maha Kumbh stampede,” he was quoted by PTI as say-
ing. The BJP leader also extended gratitude to the
administration stating, “Prayagraj Mela Authority,
administrative officers, and police officers have proved
that if there is even a little political will and the right
support, any result can be achieved, and the result has
come in front of us today in this form.”

'Nirbhaya case led to changes,

development: Athawale

tourists visited the union territory last year, he said.

ment for the region. It was a very good decision to

revoke Article 370. Now the people want us to give
the status of a state to J&K. When (Home Minister)
Amit Shah announced the removal of Article 370,
he also announced that J&K's statehood would be
restored at an appropriate time. Jammu and
Kashmir will get the status of a state soon and all of
people's problems will be resolved," he added. The

tri-

minister lauded the highest voter turnout in

"The increase in tourism means more develop- Jammu and Kashmir in the assembly elections

held last year. ""Though the alliance of the National
Conference and the Congress came to power,
it hardly matters to us as we are with the peo-
ple and want the region's development," he
said. Asked about the rape of a 26-year-old
woman in a bus at the busy Swargate depot
in Pune, Athawale said such incidents are
condemnable and heart-wrenching. "We
demand that the culprits behind such inci-

+ dents be hanged," he said. Maharashtra

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has
already directed police to speed up the inves-
tigation and bring the culprit to book, he
said. "Society needs to come forward to
counter such incidents which are increasing.
The people behind such incidents should be
boycotted as we are seeing atrocities being
committed on even three to four-year-old
children. It is the responsibility of parents and
families to ensure that their children get a good
education," he said. On the opposition to the
"imposition" of Hindi in Tamil Nadu, Athawale
said the introduction of Hindi in the southern
state should not be opposed as it will harm the
country's unity and integrity.

but': Former CJI Chandrachud

New Delhi, Feb 27: As the investiga-
tion over the alleged rape of a woman

inside a bus at Swargate depot of

Maharashtra's Pune, calls for strictest pun-
ishment for the absconding accused are

growmg, Wlth former Chief Justice of Indla
DY Chandrachud also raising a similar
demand. Amid mounting pressure from
the opposition, which has likened the inci-
dent with the 2012 Delhi Nirbhaya gang
rape, a frantic effort to crack the case is
underway. Police have formed multiple
teams to nab the history-sheeter accused,
Dattatray Ramdas Gade (37), who has

been on the run since the incident which
took place on a Maharashtra State Road
Transport Corporation (MSRTC) bus
early Tuesday morning. Pune rape case
updates A reward of ?1 lakh will be given
to the person providing information
about his whereabouts, news agency
PTI quoted Pune police commissioner
Amitesh Kumar. Former CJI DY
Chandrachud on Thursday said a lot of
changes were made in the laws follow-
ing the 'Nirbhaya' incident, however, we
can not prevent such incident by only
having laws. Chandrachud said there is
a great responsibility on the society and
apart from this the implementation of
laws should be there. "Laws made for
women should be implemented proper-
ly. Women should feel safe wherever they
go. Itis important that in such cases, there
should be proper investigation, strong
action, quick trial and punishment. The
legal system and the police have a big
responsibility," DY Chandrachud said.
Swargate in Pune city is one of the largest
bus depots of the Maharashtra State Road
Transport Corporation (MSRTC).
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Kidney patients suffer as SCB's

transplantation unit is in limbo

BHUBANESWAR. Once a pioneer in renal
transplantation, SCB medical college and
hospital (MCH) in Curtack is now grappling
with a severe crisis, thanks to the apathetic
attitude of the Odisha government towards
the premier healtheare institution.

SCB MCH was one of the few state-run
hospitals to start renal transplantation in the
country way back in 2012, A decade later,
the transplantation unit is in limbo due (o
prolonged vacancies in the department of
nephrology, which is crucial for both pre
and post-operative care of kidney patients.

While the hospital had recorded 194 renal
transplantations till 2022, only 14 were
conducted in 2023 and nine in 2024, The
hospital that was conducting at least two
transplants a month until a few vears back,
has managed to perform only one transplant
in last three months.

According to hospital records, of the nine
transplants performed in 2024, three
patients succumbed in the ICU asell and
two are now undergoing dialysis. The
hospital was also under scanner for poor
transplantation in 2023 as the team had to
remove a cadaver kidney transplanted in a
patient after the “diseased” organ stopped
functioning and led to further
complications,

The fall in transplant numbers is attributed to
severe stafl shortage, with key posts
including that of a professor and one
assistant professor, lving vacant for a long
time. “If the shortage of doctors delayed
evaluation of patients, post surgery care is
EVEN WOTSE,

Traffic plan ot Tidel Park
Junction delayed due to
congestion from CMRL work

CHENNAL Even as two “LU"-shaped flyovers
at Indira Nagar and Thiruvanmiyur on Rajiv
Gandhi Salai have been thrown open for
vehicular movement, state highways and
traffic police have postponed the plan to
convert the Tidel Park Junction into a bi-
directional signal.

This decision is primarily due to the narrowing
of Rajiv Gandhi Salai from a four-lane road
(including service lane) to a double lane (six
metres ) because of CMREL construction work
in Thiruvanmiyur-Indira Nagar section. As a
result, vehicles coming from Thuraipakkam
and Thiruvanmivur {on the “L"-shaped
flyover) converge at the narrow section in
Thiruvanmiyur-Indira Nagar section, leading
to a huge vehicular congestion.

“Al present, motorists from Thuraipakkam and
SRP Tools are permitted to tumn right to
access Thiruvanmiyvur, ECR. and Adyar,”
said officials from Traflic Police and Tamil
Nadu Road Development Company
(TNRDC).

The proposal to change the Tidel Park Junction
signal from four-way to bi-directional
configuration was part of the “Development
of Comprehensive Integrated Traffic
Infrastructure at Tidel Park Junction™ scheme
initiated in 2019 to ease congestion on OMR
and its connecting roads. The proposal
includes construction of two “U"-shaped
flyovers, foot over bridge at Tidel Park and
widening of carriageway in Rajiv Gandhi
Salaiatacostof Rs 108,13 crore.

According to the proposed plans, vehicles
travelling from Thuraipakkam/SRP Tools
should take a detour of an additional 1 km and
use the Myover at Indira Nagar to make a U-
turn. From there, motorists will find Indira
Magar 2nd Avenue Road on their left,
providing access to Adyar/R.A. Puram.
Those heading towards ECR
{ Thiruvanmiyur/Kottivakkam) can continue
driving and take a left tum. However, this
plan could not be implemented due to severe
congestion caused by the narrow road.

Monitor e-filing of cases;
upgrade to CCTNS 2.0 in three
months: Madras HC

MADURAIL Observing that the e-filing
system in the police department and criminal
courts are not functioning optimally and that
both parties are playing the blame game,
leading to a huge pendency of charge sheets
before courts, the Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court recently directed all
principal distriet judges to constitute taluk-
level and district level-committees to ensure
proper functioning of the e-filing system.

The court further ordered the state police to
complete the implementation of the Crime
and Criminal Tracking Network and
Systems (CCTNS) 2.0 within three months.

Justice K Murali Shankar gave the directions
while disposing of a petition filed by one S
Janardhanan, seeking to quash an FIR
against him by the Dindigul police in a
cheating case in March 2024. Though the
police claimed that they already filed the
final report in his case through e-filing, the
petitioner was informed by the lower court
staff that they did not receive any final
report. Moting that such occurrences have
become common and there is widespread
delay in taking final reporis on file by the
subordinate courts, the judge suggested the
implementation of the Inter-Operable
Criminal Justice System (ICIS) platform,
introduced by the e-committee of the
Supreme Court, in TN, However, it was
informed that the ICJS system, which
interconnects the CCTNS (Police), CIS (e-
courts), e-prison (jail), e-forensic (Forensic
Department) and e-prosccution
{Prosecution), could not be implemented in
the state as the current CCTNS platform used
by TN police is not compatible.

KOCHI. The sorry sight of plastic waste
littering the beaches in the district could
become a thing of the past after March 31.
As part of turning Fort Kochi, Munambam,
Cherai and Kuzhuppilly beaches into green
destinations following a state government
directive, the District Tourism Promotion
Council (DTPC) will be implementing
various initiatives.

“The Suchitwa Mission carried out a gap
assessment study and has submitted a report
to the DTPC, in which various issues were
pointed out,” DTPC secretary Lijo Joseph
told . The main gap pointed out was a lack of
adequate number of waste bins in and
around the beaches, he said.

“Not that there are no waste bins at all.

However, they are scattered and few. It has _

also been decided to set up boards that
direct tourists to the location of the waste
bins. Another initiative is to educate the
vendors and the shopkeepers near the
beaches on the need to avoid single-use

Tourism dept plans vari

STATE

Future is clean! DTPC to turn Ernakulam
district’s four beaches into green destinations

at Fort Kachi

plastics,” Lijo sand.

The plan is to phase out plastic water bottles
from these beaches. When asked about the
timely collection and disposal of plastic waste
from the waste bins, the official said, “We have
a team in place at all the destinations that see to

from the bins.

There are 22 people at Fort Kochi and a team of
around four to five at other beaches. We have
arrived at a plan, discussed at a meeting with

Munambam, Cherai and

timely collection and disposal of the waste

THE SIKH TIMES

thuppilly beaches

the district collector recently, on
how to go about the collection and
disposal.”

In the long run, the department aims
to turn these destinations into
plastic-free zones. “We are thinking
of setting up water kiosks at beaches
so tourists can refill the water
bottles they bring with them or even
the pet bottles they buy. Refilling
pet bottles will dissuade them from
throwing them once the bottle runs
out of water,” the DTPC secretary
said.

Another idea, which is yet to be
finalised, is to introduce steel water
bottles at a nominal fee, he pointed
out. “The aim is to make the beaches
plastic-free. As for toilet facilities,
DTPC will be holding talks with the
Kochi corporation to get the toilets
at the parks under the civie bodies
apened for tourists” use.

= Also, under the green practices, steps

will be taken to develop a digital

platform or a mohile app that will help tourists

get all details on destinations, including
tacilities available. The aim is to make the
destinations flyer-free,” Lijo said.

Orissa HC directs
government to amend
VRS rules to prevent

‘exit without restraint’
CUTTACK. The Orissa High Court

has directed the state government
to amend within three months the
provisions on voluntary
retirement in the Odisha Civil
Services (Pension) Rules, 1992,
while endorsing rejection of
application of Dr Snigdha Prava
Mishra, a professor in Physiology,
for voluntary retirement from

service (VRS).

While dismissing Dr Mishra's

petition recently, Justice SK
Panigrahi noted that across states
like Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, governments have
codified the power to reject
voluntary retirement when the
withdrawal of service threatens
the well-being of the public.

“¥et in Odisha, the OCS (Pension)

Rules, 1992 remain silent where
they ought to speak. They lack the
safeguard that other states have
rightly recognised, that a
profession whose absence
imperils life itself cannot be
surrendered at will, The law, in its

present form, leaves an opening, a
path unguarded, through which a
public servant, however essential
his role, may exit without
restraint,” Justice Panigrahi
observed.

Land in Bhubaneswar sought for state’s first
visually impaired students’ university

Sources said the
decision on
setting up the
university for
visually impaired
students was
taken by the
department in
August last year

and it had sent the

proposal to Chief
Minister Mohan

Charan Majhi for

BHUBANESWAR. The department of
Social Security and Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities on Tuesday asked
Khurda collector Chanchal Rana to allocate
a 40 acre land in Bhubaneswar for
establishment of the Santa Kabi Bhima
Bhoi State University for Visually
Impaired.

It would be the first university for the
visually-challenged in the state and a one-
of-its-kind in the country. Director of the
department Niyati Patinaik said the single
patch of land will be used for construction
of the university building and other related
infrastructure. The university will have
residential facilities for the students and an
advanced digital lab on the campus.

|

———

approval.

Sources said the decision on setting up the university
for visually impaired students was taken by the

Vigilance registers case into alleged
backdoor recruitment at coop bank

In its preliminary investigation, VACB uncovered malpractices in preparing the question paper.

KOCHLI. The Vigilance and Anii-
Corruption Bureau (VACB) has
launched an investigation into
alleged exam manipulation and
backdoor recruitment at
Marampally Service Cooperative
Bank, in Ernakulam district.

VACB central range, Emakulam
registered a case against
Fathima T K, secretary of the
bank, Geetha C, of Aluva,
who was tasked with
preparing the question papers
for the recruitment exam, and
Saneesh, of Parakkadavu,
who assisted Geetha.

According to VACB officers, a
written examination was
conducted for the posis of three
peons, one salesman and a night
watchman at the bank in
February 2024, Around 350
persons took the exam.
“Following the examination, six
candidates, who officials claimed
had scored the highest marks,
were recruited to the permanent
posts. However, other people
who attended the examination
alleged severe malpractices in
setting the question papers and in

the evaluation process. They
approached the Kerala High
Court seeking a probe. A petition
was filed with VACB to

investigate the appointments,” an
officer said.

In its preliminary investigation,
VACB uncovered malpracticesin

preparing the question paper.
“The accused were found to have

improperly evaluated the answer

booklets, awarding marks even
for unattempted questions to
ensure that designated candidates
achieved the highest scores. We
registered a case and conduct a
detailed probe into the incident,”
an officer said.

VACB collected statements from
those who appeared for the
examination. *“We are examining

whether the manipulation was
carried out for pecuniary

advantage or on the directions of’

the bank’s board members. As
part of the preliminary probe, we
questioned people who sat for the
exams and suspects in the case.”
an officer said. Raizal, whose
wife, Sumahiya, appeared for
the examination, said that
soon  after the recruitment
notification was issued in

December 2023, they

approached the court

regarding possible backdoor

appoiniments. “We issued

names of certain candidates

who were likely to be
appointed.

As this was before the examination
was conducted, VACB filed a
report in court to the effect. But,
after the results were published,
the same candidates were found
to have secured the top ranks and
been selected for the jobs. So we
approached the court again. The
bank authorities had already
decided on the persons to be
appointed. The examination was
amere formality,” he alleged.

department in August last vear and it had sent the
proposal to Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi

-

—

either UG,
SESS10M,

Lack of clarity ov

for approval. It had then held
discussions with officials of
University of Tsukuba's School for
the visually impaired in Japan in this
connection.

According to official reports, there are
more than 30 lakh visually impaired
people in the country of which over
5.21 lakh are from Odisha. Around
two lakh youth in the state are
visually impaired. There is, however,
no data on the number of visually
impaired students pursuing higher
education in government-run
colleges and universities,

Close to 2,000 students with
disabilities had taken admission to
PG or BEd in the 2024-25 academic

er converted land

mutation leaves applicants worried

It is allered that revenue official

s refuse to complete the mutation

process unless the word ‘conver

ted’ is inserted in all places in the

deed where the phras

e ‘dry land” is written.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. The
revenue department’s lack of clarity

has lelt in pain thousands of

applicants who have been waiting
for months to complete the mutation
process of the converted land they
had bought. The issue is related to
the land once converted from wet-
paddy land to dry land. When a
landowner converis land thus, the
basic tax register records it as
converted land, The problem arises
when someone buys that
particular land. 1t is alleged
that revenue officials refuse to
complete the mutation
process unless the word
‘converted’ is inserted in all |
places in the deed where the
phrase *dry land’ is written.

With the revenue department
having made all services
digital, only one option is
available for the applicant
while applying for mutation
online — whether the land is
wet ordry,

When a person wants to change the
pattern of their land, they should
submit an application to the revenue
divisional officer (RDO) for land
pattern conversion in each district, It
15 then handed over to the village
offices concerned. The village
officer would then inspect the land

and submit a report along with the
sketch of the land to the RDO. The
DO would take a final decision on
the basis of this report.

To prevent land conversion, the Lef
government had  introduced the
Kerala Conservation of Paddy-Land
and Wetland Act, 2008, However, 1o
help the homeless poor, the
government has allowed conversion
ofland up to five cents in urban areas
and up to 10 cenis in panchayats. To

simplify the mutation process of
such land, the state government has
asked local bodies not to insist on
documents about the conversion of
land up to the permissible extent,
According to applicants, however,
the revenue department officials are
insisting on correcting the deed to
include the phrase ‘converted dry
land",

‘Swift squad’ helps rescue kidnapped baby in two hours

DySP Rojesh, who led the operation, explains that the motive behind the abduction stemmed from a financial dispute.

KOCHI. A migrant woman from Bihar,

visibly distressed, rushed into the Aluva
East police station about 8pm on February
15. Instead of approaching the help desk,
she went straight into the cabin of Station
House Officer M M Manjudas.

Struggling to introduce herself, she managed

to convey that her one-month-old baby had
been abducted by two fellow migrant
workers while she was preparing to return
to her hometown. She had little
information about the kidnappers beyond a
few identification marks. They had
demanded Rs 70,000 over a phone call for
the child’s release.

MNoting the urgency, the officers on duty, led

by Manjudas, sprang into action. “We
bypassed the usual formalities,” says an

officer. After reassuring the woman, the
officers showed her the images from the
crime gallery at the police station.
Meanwhile, the police cyber cell started
tracking the phone number used for the
ransom demand.

The woman recognised one of the suspects

Rinki, 20, a transgender person from
Assam residing in a rented house in Aluva.
Manjudas alerted Aluva DySP T R Rajesh

and Ernakulam district police chief

Vaibhav Saxena about initiating a rescue
operation.

Acting on the gathered details, a police squad

reached Rinki's residence. It was vacant.
Suspecting that Rinki and her accomplice,
Rashidul Hagq, 29, from Nagaon, Assam,
had already fled with the infant, the district
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police chief ordered an extensive search
operation, involving the review of multiple
CCTV footages and checks at railway
stations, bus stands, airports, and road
borders.




New Delhi, Friday, 28 February 2025

Noida. Crores of people went to
Mahakumbh, crores more missed out or
stayed away. Many felt the yearning, but
the prospect of crowded journeys and a
packed Sangam was too daunting. But
what if Sangam came to them?At several
housing societies in NCR, it did in a
symbolic way, showing how faith bridges
gaps that reality can't.By Wednesday,
when Mahakumbh ended with the final
‘Shahi Snan' at the Sangam, many who
could not make it were thankful for the
‘holy dips' they could take in swimming
pools of their housing societies. These
were no regular dives. The ‘dubkis' were
organised after a symbolic purification
and consecration of the pools by
sprinkling Sangam water, which was
brought back in jars and cans by those who
did make itto Prayagraj.And thus were the
pools transformed, bringing Kumbh to
societies and solace to many who could
not make the journey."At this age, what
more could I ask for than to take this dip
justbelow our flats?" said JC Sharma (79),
a resident of Mahagun Moderne in Noida
who has been to five Kumbhs but could
not make a sixth.The ‘holy dip' was
organised at the society on Feb 2 and 3,

Artificial wetlands fuel 10%
growth in Haryana’s water
bodies, 3k ha added in 6 years

Gurgaon. The total wetland area in
Haryana grew from 33,649ha in 2017-
18 to 36,984.5ha in 2023-24, marking
an increase of 3,335.5ha, or 10%. This
growth is largely due to the creation
and expansion of human-made
wetlands, such as artificial ponds,
tanks and waterlogged areas, as per a
report titled "Indian Wetlands: High
Resolution Remote Sensing
Assessment and Analysis" by the
Space Applications Centre.While this
increase is a positive development for
the overall wetland area, it highlights
the ongoing challenge of preserving
natural wetlands, which continue to
face threats from urbanisation and
agricultural expansion.The state has a
substantial number of man-made
wetlands, totalling 25,606, with an area
of 23,527.1ha. These wetlands make
up 63.61% of the total wetland area,
reflecting the state's efforts in creating

DELHI/NGR

How kumbh came to NCR with ‘pool dubki’

[y

said AOA member YP Gupta. He said
more than 500 residents participated in it.
One of them was Rahul Goel, a chartered
accountant who could not go to Prayagraj
because he did not get leave. "So when the
holy dip was organised in our society's
swimming pool, we participated. My
children were also there. Since the pool
was not functional because of winter, we
filled it and then poured in 10 litres of
Triveni Sangam water," he explained.

A similar dip was organised last Monday at

Shipra Suncity in Ghaziabad, complete
with rituals. Pooja Kapoor (49) said
Sangam water was brought by fellow
society residents who had been to the
Kumbh.

"It turned out to be such a wonderful
experience," said Pooja, who has a
physical disability due to which she
thought she would never have been able to
take a Kumbh dip and was full of gratitude
for those who made it possible.Sanjay
Kumar, the councillor for Ward 100

(Shipra Suncity) told TOI the "holy water
was specially arranged for approximately
50 handicapped residents of Shipra
Suncity as well as senior citizens, and for
children who couldn't travel to Prayagraj
due to their ongoing exams"."By Tuesday
afternoon, 622 residents participated in
the holy dip. More than 2,000 residents
travelled to Prayagraj in three buses
arranged by us. We had 415 litres of
Triveni Sangam water that they brought
back with them," he said.

At Sector 122 in Noida, a group of 11 senior

citizens from an RWA arranged for
Sangam water to be brought to a pond that
was dug for Chhath Puja. The dip was
organised from Feb 12 to 14 after a tanker
brought 1,000 litres of water from
Sangam. "We were discussing how many
of us are unable to travel to Prayagraj
when this idea came to us. It was not just
senior citizens, but for everyone who
could not go because of work or other
reasons," said Umesh Sharma (80), who
heads the RWA.Dips were also organised
in societies such as ATS Pristine in Sector
150, Cherry County in Greater Noida and
several others across Noida and
Ghaziabad.

After court hearing, estranged husband
hits woman with car in Gurgaon

Gurgaon. A 35-year-old man was arrested

on Wednesday for allegedly trying to kill
his wife by running her over with a car
after she refused to withdraw a
maintenance case she had filed against
him in court. The woman (33) is admitted
to a hospital with bruises and internal
injuries. Her condition is stable, police
said.The couple, residents of
Mohammedpur Jharsa in the city, got
married in 2012 and have two children,
aged 9 and 11.Cops said the woman, a
homemaker, approached a local court in
2023 and accused her husband of
harassing her and sought maintenance
under the Domestic Violence Act.On Feb
20, there was a hearing in a city court,
where the husband allegedly warned the
woman to withdraw the case."While the
woman was returning home, the accused
followed her and hit her with his car. She

escaped with injuries and lodged a
complaint with police on Feb 24,"
inspector Geeta of Sector 37 police station
said.According to the woman's complaint,
her husband used to beat her up and refuse
to give her money for her personal
needs."He used to threaten to kick me out
of the house. In this regard, I filed a
domestic violence complaint against him
and his family members in court, seeking
maintenance," she said. Her in-laws live in
the same house.On the day of the hearing,
the woman said she was leaving the court
when her husband threatened to kill her if
she didn't withdraw the case."My friend
was at the court, and she offered to drop
me near my house. She dropped me at
Narsinghpur on the Delhi-Jaipur highway
and started walking home. My husband
came in a white Verna car and hit me from
the back. I fell on the road and sustained

injuries. He reversed the car to run over me
again, but I managed to get up and hide
behind other parked vehicles nearby," the
complaint read.The woman raised an
alarm after which the husband fled the
spot. She was admitted to Sector 10 Civil
Hospital and is getting treated there.Cops
said they registered an FIR naming her
husband and his parents under sections
109 (1)(attempted murder), 3(5) (common
intention), and 356(3) (criminal
intimidation) of BNS."The complainant
did not suffer any fractures. She is out of
danger," the inspector said.The husband
was arrested from his house on
Wednesday."During interrogation, he
confessed to trying to kill his wife for
refusing to withdraw a maintenance case
filed against him. He was sent to Bhondsi
jail and is in judicial remand," Gurgaon
police spokesperson Sandeep said.

Party reb

el obstructing poll campaign,

says BJP candidate in Gurgaon

Gurgaon.A Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) candi-
date from MCG's ward no.
15 has alleged she is being
stopped from campaigning
in certain parts by an inde-
pendent candidate. "I am
not able to reach out to my
supporters and voters,"
Bharti Harsana has alleged.
Bharti filed a police com-
plaint and alerted the lead-
ership — in a BJP-ruled
state — about the situation,
wherein the candidate who
was denied a ticket by the
party is "obstructing” the
campaign of the official can-
didate. Besides Bharti,
there are two other candi-
dates from ward no. 15 —
Neha Yadav from Congress
and independent candidate
Pravin Lata. Lata, the outgo-
ing councillor, was denied a
ticket by BJPBharti alleged
Lata is using "her influence
to manipulate the cam-
paign" to deny her entry
into a few societies. Bharti
claimed she was unable to
meet her supporters and
residents in South City 2, as
they were being denied
entry into the area, a move
that disrupted her efforts to

NAME CHANGE
I, NAVEEN KUMAR GARG S/O RAM
NIWAS GARG R/O B-125 A VISH-
WAS PARK, UTTAM NAGAR, DELHI
110059, | have changed my name
from NAVEEN KUMAR TO NAVEEN
KUMAR GARG for all future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that |
MOHD NIZAMUDDIN S/O MOHD
SALEEM R/O 525/5, CHHOTA
BAZAR, SHAHDARA, NORTH EAST
DELHI, DELHI-110032 declare that
name of mine and my minor daughter
have been wrongly written as NIZA-
MUDDIN and ROZI in my minor|
daughter namely ROSY SHEIKH
aged 12 year in her school record. The
actual name of mine and my minor
daughter are MOHD NIZAMUDDIN
and ROSY SHEI respectively which
may be amende accordingly.

NAME CHANGE

I, MULA SIVA REDDY Father of JC-
441244W Rank- SUB Name-M
SREENIVASA REDDY Presently resid-
ing at H No. 3-173/9, NEAR R&B
GUEST HOUSE, BETAMCHERLA
(POST), DHONE (TEHSIL), NANDYAL
(DISTRICT), ANDHRA PRADESH-
518599, have changed my name from
MULA SIVA REDDY to MULA
SIVAREDDY for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 27/02/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, M SAROJAMMA Mother of JC-
441244W Rank- SUB Name-M
SREENIVASA REDDY Presently resid-
ing at H No. 3-173/9, NEAR R&B
GUEST HOUSE, BETAMCHERLA
(POST), DHONE (TEHSIL), NANDYAL
(DISTRICT), ANDHRA PRADESH-
518599, have changed my name from M
SAROJAMMA to MULA SAROJAMMA
for all future purposes vide Affidavit dated

27/02/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

directly engage with the
electorate "during this criti-
cal phase of the cam-
paign."Lata and her hus-
band Rakesh Yadav are
close associates of Haryana
minister Rao Narbir Singh.
Yadav was seeking a ticket
for himself from ward no.
14 and for his wife, Pravin
Lata, from ward no. 15. The
couple were denied tickets
despite having the minis-
ter's blessings. During the
assembly election, the cou-
ple worked extensively for
Narbir and had organised a
big rally in South City 2.
From this rally, Narbir had

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that |,
RAVENDRA KUMAR S/o NARESH
KUMAR R/o Plot No. 22 F/F, New
Plot No. 68, Kh. No. 10/1, Roop
Vihar, Mubarak Pur Dabas, North
West Delhi, Delhi-110081, declare
that name of mine and my father
have been wrongly written as
RAVINDER and LOTAN SINGH in
my Aadhaar Card No. 3365 9243
3596 and my PAN Card No.
CKVPR3317J, and name of my
father has been wrongly written as
LOTAN SINGH in my Driving
Licence No. UP81 20120007929.
The actual name of mine and my
father are RAVENDRA KUMAR and
NARESH KUMAR respectively.

threatened to switch over to
Congress if denied a ticket.
Atter this rally, Union minis-
ter Amit Shah intervened to
ensure a ticket for Narbir
from the Badshahpur
assembly constituency.BJP
district president Kamal
Yadav said in many wards,
rebel candidates are con-
testing as independents
against the official candi-
dates and  spreading
rumours that they are from

NAME CHANGE

|, BEENA DEVI is legally wedded
spouse of No. JC-725876W Rank-
SUB/RT  Name-AJAY  SALIL
POKHRIYAL R/o VILL-KAPHOLA
NAUGOUN, PO-PATISAIN, TEH-
SATPULI, DIST-PAURI GARHWAL
(UTTARAKHAND)-246167 have
changed my name from BEENA
DEVI to BEENA POKHRIYAL for all
future purposes.

the party and are contest-
ing on the direction of the
party. "There is only one
party candidate in each
ward who is contesting on
the lotus symbol. We are
helping all our candidates
in the campaign and provid-
ing all necessary help,"
Yadav said RWA president
of South City 2 Neeraj
Yadav said.

NAME CHANGE

Itis for general information that |, MOHD
JASIM S/o MOHD ISRAFIL Residing at
C-5/256, Bhalswa Dairy, Resettiement
Colony Near Mother Dairy, Badli, Samai
Pur, North West Delhi, Delhi - 110042
declare that the name of my Father has
been wrongly written as MOHD.
ISHRAFIL in my 10th, 12th and
Graduation Educational Documents.
The actual name of my Fatheris MOHD
ISRAFIL which mvay be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that |
BHAVYA SINGH D/o DHARMENDRA
KUMAR R/o MOH. MAHADEYV,
DHANAURA, AMROHA, DIST AMRO-
HA, UTTAR PRADESH-244231
declare that the name of my Father has
been wrongly written as RAJKUMAR in
my 10th and 12th Educational
Documents. The actual name of my
Father is DHARMENDRA KUMAR
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as SHREEYA alias
SANIA  BHATTACHARJEE Dl/o
SAJAL BHATTACHARJEE perma-
nent R/o 337 FL-701, Motilal Gupta
Road, Purba Barisha, South 24
Parganas, West Bengal-700008,
and currently residing at RZ-62B/1,
Vashisht Park, Street No.12, Pankha
Road, New Delhi, West Delhi, Delhi-
110046, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
SANIA BHATTACHARJEE, for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Army No. 14630703K Rank-NB
SUB(MACP), Name-ASHOK KUMAR
Presently residing at VILL-LAKHAPUR,
PO-ABHINAYPUR, DIST-ETAWAH,
UTTAR PRADESH-206253, have
changed my son’s name from ROHIT
KUMAR to ROHIT for all future purpos-
es and in my service record my son's
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
16/08/2001 instead of his correct date of|
birth as 16/08/2003 vide Affidavit dated

27/02/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that I, VIJAY
KUMAR ROY S/o BIKAS CHANDER
ROY Residing at H-286, H 1- Block,
Near Kusal Cinema, Jahangir Puri,
North West Delhi, Delhi - 110033 declare
that the name of my Father has been
wrongly written as BIKASH CHANDRA
ROY in my 10th and 12th Class
Educational Documents and as
VIKASH CHANDRA ROY in my
Graduation Certificate. The actual name
of my Father is BIKAS CHANDER ROY
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAMPAL SINGH Father of JC-
442612M Rank- SUB/CLK (SD) Name-
PANKAJ Presently residing at VPO-
LUMB, TEH-BARAUT, DIST-BAGH-
PAT, UTTAR PRADESH-250617, have
changed my name from RAMPAL
SINGH to RAMPAL for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 27/02/2025

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as
CHANDRAKUNWAR W/o BABU
LAL, R/o C - 114, J J Colony, Block
- C, Bawana, North West Delhi,
Delhi - 110039 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as MANKAUR.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAM NIWAS GARG S/O NORIYA
MAL R/O B-125 A UTTAM NAGAR,
VISHWAS PARK, D.K MOHAN GAR-
DEN, DELHI 110059, | have changed
my name from RAMINIWAS TO RAM
NIWAS GARG for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE

Itis for general information that I, ANAS
S/o MOHD SHAHZAD, R/o C-271 F/F,
Old Seemapuri, Jhilmil, PO: JHILMIL,
DIST: East Delhi, Delhi - 110095,
declare that name of my Father has
been wrongly written as SHAHZAD in
my 10th class Educational Documents.
The actual name of my Fatheris MOHD
SHAHZAD which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as PARMOD
MAHENDRU alias PARMOD KUMAR
son of GORI SHANKAR residing at
FLAT NO-B-4/1A, ASHOK VIHAR
PHASE-2, DELHI-110052 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as PARMOD MAHENDRU.

NAME CHANGE
| hitherto known as ANIL KUMAR alias
KARAM SHIL SHARMA S/o DHARAM
DUTT residing at 321, Kot Mohalla, Near|
Mata Temple, Sonipat, Haryana - 131001
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as ANIL KUMAR.

NAME CHANGE

|, KHUSHBOO Pandey Wife Of Mohit
Pathak R/O E-274B upper front side
Ground Floor Mahavir Enclave Part -3
Gali No -73 New Delhi 110059 Declare
that i have changed my name From
KHUSHABU PANDEY to KHUSHBOO
PANDEY for all in further purpose.

before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
| MOHAMMAD SADRA ALAM S/O
ABDUL SAMAD RO E-40/4 GALINO-10
BRHAMPURI GARHI MENDU NORTH
EAST DELHI 110053 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO MOHD SADREALAM

NAME CHANGE

I, hitherto known as AKSHAY Alias
AKSHAY RANA Mother of SHARDA
DEVI R/O PLOT NO-G-862, FLAT NO-
201, RAMPHAL CHOWK ROAD,
NEAR SBI BANK, DWARKA SECTOR-
7, DWARKA, SOUTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110075 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
AKSHAY RANA.

NAME CHANGE
I, KAMALA SINGH Mother of JC-
767995N Rank- SUB Name-ANAND
PRAKASH SINGH Presently residing at
VILL-KORIHARA, PO-SEMARPAHA,
TEH-LALGANJ, DIST-RAE BARELI,
UTTAR PRADESH-229206, have
changed my name from KAMALA
SINGH to KAMLA SINGH for all future
purposes vide Affidavit dated 27/02/2025
before Executive Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

|, hitherto known as ASHOK KUMAR
ALIAS ASHOK KUMAR DHIMAN
EMPLOYED AS OFFICE SUPERIN-
TENDENT OF WESTERN STORE
DIVISON (GREF), PATHANKOT, PUN-
JAB RO PART-1, HN-52A, L-EXT,
RAM PARK, UTTAM NAGAR, DK.
MOHAN GARDEN S.O., WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110059 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as ASHOK
KUMAR DHIMAN.

NAME CHANGE

It is for general information that I, Sumit
Bindroo S/O Madan Lal Bindroo R/O
FLAT D-78 Manglam Regency, SEC-
21D, Faridabad, Haryana 121001,
declare that my name has been wrong-
ly written as Sumit Kumar Bindroo in
mine and my wife's passport. The actu-
al name of mine is Sumit Bindroo. which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
| hitherto known as JAMUNIYA W/o
JAG NAYAK residing at B-217 T-Huts,
Cluster G P Block, Pitam Pura,
Shalimar Bagh, North West Delhi, Delhi
- 110088 have changed my name and

NAME CHANGE
| hitherto known as Diksha alias
Draksha D/O Nempal Singh W/O
Ganga Prasad, R/O 54, 00, Isampur
Danda, PO: Isampur Danda, DIST:
Sambhal, Uttar Pradesh - 202522, have
changed my name and shall hereafter

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
KHAGESH KUMAR BATRA M/O
RENU BALA, RIO WZ-D-16A, HAUZ
KHAS, SOUTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110045 declare that name of my mother
has been wrongly written as RENU
BATRAIin my birth certificate-MCDOLIR-
0122-1306145854. The actual name of|
my mother is RENU BALA, which may

PUBLIC NOTICE

Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Shivam
Arora is the owner of Freehold
Residential House No. S-171-A,
area measuring 41.80 Sq. Mtrs.,,
Built on Plot No. 32, out of Khasra
No. 7, situated at Unauthorized
Colony Pandav Nagar, S-Block, in
the area of Village Samaspur Jagir,
llaga Shahdara, Delhi-110092. By
virtue of Conveyance Deed Dated
30.01.2025 executed by DDA (PM-
Uday Cell) in favour of Mr. Shivam
Arora as Doc. No. 2025/5/1/891, in
Book No. 1, Vol. No. 4065, on
Pages 91-100, on  Dated
30.01.2025, SR- East Preet Vihar.,
now our client is declaring that any
other Person does not have any
right over the said property, and
same property sold too be Mr.
Santosh Kumar Yadav which is
going to be financed by Ujjivan
Small Finance Bank Ltd. Branch:
Raj Nagar, Ghaziabad U.P. If any
person(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the" right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 14 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained
[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA]
Advocate
F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432

NAME CHANGE

I, AMARDEEP S/O PUTTULAL R/O
PLOTNO-54, THIRD FLOOR F
BLOCK MAHAVIR ENCLAVE PART 3
DELHI-110059 declare that my father's
name in my 10th certificate is men-
tioned as "PUTTU LAL GAUTAM" but
my father's name in my all documents is
mentioned as "PUTTULAL".

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
RAJBIR SINGH DAHIYA son of AMIR
SINGH DAHIYA residing at D-2,
CHARCH ROAD, GREEN AVENUE
SPRING VALLEY, VASANT KUNJ,
NEW DELHI-110070, declare that
name of mine and my father has been
wrongly written as RAJBIR SINGH and
AMIR SINGH in my AADHAR CARD
NO - 7882 5611 5779, The actual name
of mine and my father are RAJBIR
SINGH and AMIR SINGH DAHIYA,

which may be amended accordingly

shall hereafter be known as RENU. be known as DRAKSHA. be amended accordingly.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Mrs. Sunita Susheel Kaul Owner of the NOTICE

Residential Flat/Dwelling Unit no. 102,
Block- -4, on 2nd floor, Phase-lV, ,
Kendriya Vihar -Il, Sector-82, Noida, GB.
Nagar, U.P, Mrs. Sunita Susheel Kaul
have lost Original Allotment Letter Cum
Call Cup dated 16.11.2001 By Central
Govemment Employees Welfare Housing
Organization (i.e CGEWHO) In favour of|
Mrs.  Sunita  Susheel  Kaul.and
Handing/taking over Possession dated
17/06/2005 By Central Government
Employees Welfare Housing Organization
(i.e CGEWHO) In favour of Mrs. Sunita
Susheel Kaul. And Possession Letter|
dated 17/06/2005 By Central Government
Employees Welfare Housing Organization
(i.e CGEWHO) In favour of Mrs. Sunita
Susheel Kaul, for which complaint lodged
to the  police. That any
person(s)/Appropriate authority etc. if find
the misplaced Allotment and possession
letter aforesaid said person may come for-
ward and inform the undersigned within 15
days from the date of Publication.
RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
(ADVOCATE)
Off.: 43B, Third Floor, Patpargang
Village, Mayur Vihar Phase-I, Delhi-1

M-NO- 7252922875

General Public is hereby informed that Sh. Chiman Lal and Sh. Sundeep Dutt
Sharma GPA Holder of Built up Third floor, with roof terrace rights, property
bearing no. 14 & 16, area measuring 72 sq. yds. Out of Khasra no. 22/11,
Situated in the area of Village Razapur Khurd, the colony known as commer-
cial Enclave, Mohan Garden, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059 Initially, Sh. S.
R. Yadav was the owner in respect of said property Later, Notarized GPA &
ATS & Will dated 22/12/2011 executed by Sh. S. R. Yadav in favour of Sh.
Raj Kumar in respect of said property Later, Notarized GPA & ATS & Wiill
dated 20/03/2012 executed by Sh. Raj Kumar in favour of Sh. Manohar
Shankar Jha in respect of said property. Later, Notarized GPA & ATS & Wiill
dated 26/03/2012 executed by Sh. Manohar Shankar Jha in favour of Sh.
Ajay Jain in respect of said property Later, Notarized GPA & ATS dated
24/07/2013 executed by Sh. Ajay Jain in favour of Smt. Ruchika Kumari in
respect of said property Finally, Notarized GPA & ATS & Will dated
28/08/2024 executed by Smt. Ruchika Kumari in favour of (1) Sh. Chiman
Lal, (2) Sh. Sundeep Dutt Sharma in respect of said property in respect of|
said property to intending purchaser who shall further mortgage said proper-
ty for his bonafide requirements with Centrum Housing Finance Limited
Whosoever is having any objection to the said mortgage or anyone has claim
or right or interest in the property shall contact the undersigned with the
objection within 07 days failing which it shall be presumed that there stands
no objections.
NEW DELHI
DATE: 27/2/2025

PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE
Enrl. No. D/721/02
Office: L-27,GF, Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notice is hereby given that my clients
Mr. Manish Chauhan and Mr. Nikhil
Chauhan both Ss/o Mr. Subhash
Chauhan, R/o Chauhan Colony, Chauhan
Chaupal, Barola, Sector-49, Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh
201301, are owner of Residential Freehold
Plot area measuring 165 Square Yards, out
of Khasra No. 1073-Mi, situated in the
Village Barola, Pargana and Tehsil Dadri,
District Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh, vide Khatauni/Jamabandi/Fard
Fasli Year 1429-1434. My clients are
absolute owner of the said property which
is free from encumbrance. The said proper-
ty neither falls under acquisition nor falls
under any litigation in any court of law. On
date, being the absolute owner of the said
property, my clients Mr. Manish Chauhan
and Mr. Nikhil Chauhan, going to sell the
said property to Mr. Praveen Kumar and
Mr. Naveen Kumar both Ss/o Mr. Roshan
Lal. The same is going to be financed by
Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd., branch
Nithari, Sector-31, Noida, Uttar Pradesh.

If any person(s) has/have any objection
regarding the above said property, then
kindly may submit his/her objection within 7
days from the date of the Notice in writing to
undersigned or the said Bank/FI. The said
objection may be kindly sent to the under-
signed/bank by way of the Registered Post
on the address given below and by E-mail.
Failing which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in respect
of the subject property.
[RUPESH KUMAR ROUSHAN]
Advocate
D-803, Nandgram,

Mob.: 9968006418

Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh 201003
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Two arrested for fake bill
trading, tax credit fraud in
Gurgaon

Gurgaon. The anti-evasion wing of CGST arrested two
persons on Wednesday in connection with a fraudulent
claim of input tax credit (ITC). The companies were
engaged in paper trading to cheat the department by
claiming fraudulent ITC."The two accused created and
operated a chain of firms registered with different
proprietors and directors. These firms issued goods-less
invoices of taxable value Rs 20.3 crore involving ITC of
Rs 7.1 crore," said a CGST official. A tax credit fraud of
Rs 66.6 crore, exposed on Feb 20, led the CGST
commissionerate of Gurgaon to the accused. The
accused, in their statement, admitted their role and were
arrested under section 69(1) of the CGST Act, 2017.
They were sent to judicial custody for 14 days."These
accused are also involved in circular trading and
fraudulent claims of refund in some other firms. Further
investigation is ongoing," said the official.On Feb 20,
tax sleuths uncovered a massive GST scam operating
from an inconspicuous 10x10sqft shop in the narrow
lanes of Khandsa village merely 12km from the city
centre. The operation generated fake invoices worth Rs
97 crore for tobacco products and soft drinks and
fraudulently claimed input tax credits of Rs 66.6
crore.Cigarettes, which attract a staggering 108% tax,
including central GST and cess, and soft drinks with
their 40% tax burden, were the primary focus of this
fraudulent operation.

Suicide pact or murder
Families file counter
complaints after hotel deaths

Gurgaon. In the suspected case of a suicide pact,
police have received counter complaints — one each
by the families of the two youngsters whose bodies
were found with bullet wounds in a hotel room on
Monday.Nikhil (23), an ITI diploma holder from
Pataudi, and Komal (20), an undergraduate student
from Kherki Daula, had checked into room 303 at
Haveli Hotel along NH-8 in Manesar on Monday
morning.By night, Komal's family had reached the
hotel while searching for her and called in cops to
open the room's door. Police broke open the door and
found the bodies, lying side by side and covered with
a blanket up to their chest.According to initial
investigation, police had said it appeared that the
youngsters were in a relationship and made a suicide
pact after Komal's marriage was fixed with another
man by her family. Komal's cousin Sunil on Tuesday
night filed a complaint, alleging that Nikhil killed her.
By Wednesday, Nikhil's brother Chanchal filed a
counter complaint and accused Komal's family of
killing both the youngsters."My brother Nikhil left
home on Feb 24 morning to work at a private
company in Manesar. As he did not return home till
late, we thought he stayed back at the company for a
night shift. Around 4am on Feb 25, we were informed
by police that he and a woman, Komal, were found
shot dead in a Manesar hotel," Chanchal said.

He said in his complaint to police, "After visiting the
hotel, we think that my brother and Komal were shot
by her family members. Please verify CCTV footage
from the hotel and initiate appropriate legal action
against the accused."So far, there are no indications
of murder in the probe.Police said Komal's post-
mortem examination was carried out on Wednesday,
and no injuries other than the bullet wound were
found.Nikhil's autopsy will be conducted on
Thursday."The bullet hit Komal's chest on the left and
was lodged on the right side. It was retrieved. There
were no other injuries on her body. Viscera sample
was preserved for toxicology analysis," a forensic
medicine expert told TOL.

Small team of senior
engineers in MCG: Staff
crunch adds to civic woes

Gurgaon. Thirty-six wards with 68 villages
spanning across 311.6sgkm area. A 4,569km
network of roads, 3,738km of water pipelines
and 3,540km of sewer lines; and an added 1,276
parks — management of all this infrastructure
under MCQG is supervised by a small team of
senior engineers.At present, there are six
executive engineers out of the ten posts in MCG.

Under them are seven assistant engineers, less than
half of the sanctioned strength of 16 for the
corporation. MCG also has two positions for
superintendent engineers, but both seats are
lying vacant. With civic polls approaching March
2, the city's residents are hopeful that the newly
elected councillors will address necessary
reforms, particularly the need to appoint more
senior engineers, fill existing vacancies and hire
others, to manage Gurgaon's daily upkeep.

MCG's chief engineer Manoj Yadav, who heads
the department, acknowledged that there were
few senior officials to oversee the city's eight
divisions."One of the executive engineers (XeN)
is currently overseeing four divisions. Ideally,
one XeN should oversee one division. The
extensive area under a single XeN makes it
challenging to conduct site visits for ongoing
development work across multiple locations.
Achieving timely and quality outcomes would
be possible if we receive personnel according to
the approved staff strength," Yadav said on
Wednesday.He added that the corporation had
forwarded the request to the state govt to fill the
existing vacancies in Sept 2024, after which one
of the positions was filled."The state govt has
assured us that additional personnel will be
deployed once municipal elections conclude," he
said.The state govt appoints senior officials,
including the chief engineer, of civic bodies. The
senior-most posts are chosen from Haryana
Public Service Commission (HPSC) officers,
and junior engineers are selected from the
Haryana Staff Selection Commission (HSSC).




New Delhi, Friday, 28 February 2025

NEWS BOX

Supreme Court, for now,
blocks order for Trump
administration to release
billions in US foreign aid

WASHINGTON. The Supreme Court on Wednesday
temporarily blocked a judge's order giving the
Trump administration a midnight deadline to release
billions of dollars in U.S.foreign aid.

Chief Justice John Roberts said the order issued by
U.S.District Judge Amir H.Ali will remain on hold
until the high court has a chance to weigh in more
fully.Ali had ordered the federal government to
comply with his decision temporarily blocking a
freeze on foreign aid, ruling in a lawsuit filed by
nonprofit groups and businesses.

An appellate panel refused the administration's request
to intervene.The federal government froze foreign
assistance after an executive order from President
Donald Trump targeting what he called wasteful
programs that do not correspond to his foreign policy
goals.

Diesel's zombie apocalypse
theme stuns Milan Fashion
Week with graffiti & milky
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Trump administration says it's cutting 90
per cent of USAID foreign aid contracts

President Donald Trump and ally Elon
Musk have hit foreign aid harder and
faster than almost any other target in
their push to cut the size of the federal

government.

WASHINGTON: The Trump
administration said Wednesday it is
eliminating more than 90% of the U.S.
Agency for International Development’s
foreign aid contracts and $60 billion in
overall U.S. assistance around the world,
putting numbers on its plans to eliminate
the majority of U.S. development and
humanitarian help abroad.The cuts
detailed by the administration would leave
few surviving USAID projects for
advocates to try to save in what are ongoing
court battles with the administration.The
Trump administration outlined its plans in
both an internal memo obtained by The
Associated Press and filings in one of those
federal lawsuits Wednesday. The Supreme

Court intervened in that case late
Wednesday and temporarily blocked a
court order requiring the administration to
release billions of dollars in foreign aid by
midnight.Wednesday's disclosures also
give an idea of the scale of the
administration's retreat from U.S. aid and
development assistance overseas, and
from decades of U.S. policy that foreign
aid helps U.S. interests by stabilizing other

continue, and cut off all foreign assistance
funds almost overnight.The funding freeze
has stopped thousands of U.S.-funded
programs abroad, and the administration
and Musk's Department of Government
Efficiency teams have pulled the majority
of USAID staff off the job through forced
leave and firings.In the federal court filings
Wednesday, nonprofits owed money on
contracts with USAID describe both

countries and economies and building
alliances.The memo said officials were
“clearing significant waste stemming from

decades of institutional drift.”

changes are planned in how USAID and
the State Department deliver foreign
assistance, it said.President Donald Trump
and ally Elon Musk have hit foreign aid
harder and faster than almost any other
target in their push to cut the size of the
federal government. Both men say USAID
projects advance a liberal agenda and are a
waste of money.Trump on January 20
ordered what he said would be a 90-day
program-by-program review of which
foreign assistance programs deserved to

Trump political appointees and members
of Musk's teams terminating USAID's
contracts around the world at breakneck
speed, without time for any meaningful
review, they say."'There are MANY more
terminations coming, so please gear up!" a
USAID official wrote staff Monday, in an
email quoted by lawyers for the nonprofits
in the filigs.The nonprofits, among
thousands of contractors, owed billions of
dollars in payment since the freeze began,
called the en masse contract terminations a
maneuver to get around complying with
the order to lift the funding freeze
temporarily. So did a Democratic
lawmaker."The administration is brazenly

More

attempting to blow through Congress and
the courts by announcing the completion of
their sham 'review' of foreign aid and the
immediate termination of thousands of aid
programs all over the world," said
Connecticut Sen. Chris Murphy, a member
of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee.The State Department said
Secretary of State Marco Rubio had
reviewed the terminations.In all, the
Trump administration said it will eliminate
5,800 of 6,200 multiyear USAID contract
awards, for a cut of $54 billion. Another
4,100 of 9,100 State Department grants
were being eliminated, for a cut of $4.4
billion.The State Department memo,
which was first reported by the Washington
Free Beacon, described the administration
as spurred by a federal court order that gave
officials until the end of the day
Wednesday to lift the Trump
administration’s monthlong block on
foreign aid funding.“In response, State and
USAID moved rapidly,” targeting USAID
and State Department foreign aid programs
in vast numbers for contract terminations.

Clip of Gaza as seaside

eyes What's next for Trump's agenda after House GOP

MILAN. The zombie apocalypse is now, according to
Italian denim brand Diesel, which sent models onto a
heavily graffiti-ed runway with unsettling milky
gazes and spray-painted smiles.

Revealing silhouettes set the tone for the Fall-Winter
2025-26 co-ed collection premiered on Wednesday on
the second day of Milan Fashion Week. Mini skirts
were little more than peplums, requiring leggings or
matching panties. Men wore cheekily low-rise
jeans.Diesel has become a must-see of fashion week,
in part due to its textile innovations. A silicone
fisherman-pattern V-neck featured realistic chest hair
detailing. Denim was treated to a reflective sheen,
while jersey seemed to dissolve.Designer Glenn
Martens is soon taking his innovative spirit to the
Parisian fashion house Maison Margiela, which
shares an Italian owner. He takes over from John
Galliano. No creative changes have been announced
at Diesel.

Burning Man's iconic 747 art
plane finds new home in Las
Vegas

UPDATED. A hulking section of a decommissioned
jumbo jet that was transformed into a party venue at
the 2017 Burning Man Festival is getting a new life
off the Las Vegas Strip.The cockpit and section of the
fuselage of the Boeing 747 were towed Wednesday
from a spot at the Las Vegas Motor Speedway on the
northern part of the city to a nearby entertainment
districtknown as AREA15. The district bills itselfas a
site for immersive art installations, including Meow
Wolf.Organizers say the jet, which was gutted after its
Burning Man days in the Black Rock Desert of
northwestern Nevada, will be transformed into an
event and nightlife venue at AREA15.We just really
want to celebrate the arts community and find
immersive and experiential ways (to enjoy art),” said
Pearl Verzosa, the district’s marketing director. “We
are open for everybody. We want families, friends,
partners just to have a really good time here. And I
think that the airplane will be one of those really
special places.”

Mysterious 'crying disease’ kills
over 50 in Congo: What we know
so far

world.Unidentified illnesses have killed more than 50
people in north-western Congo's Equateur province
over the past five weeks, with nearly half of the
victims dying within hours of falling ill. Notably,
'crying' is also one of the symptoms reported by
patients.

Health officials report 419 cases and 53 deaths since

approves tax break

WASHINGTON. Now that House
Republicans have passed an ambitious
budget blueprint for US President
Donald Trump's agenda, it's time for
the hard work of turning ideas for $4.5
trillion in tax cuts and $2 trillion of
slashed spending into a bill that
lawmakers warn could bring intense
changes to Americans back home.

Republicans are insisting the costs of the
tax breaks be partly paid for by the
steep reductions in federal government
spending as a way to ensure the nation's
$36 trillion debt load doesn't balloon to
dangerous levels.But deciding what to
cut—health care, food stamps, green
energy, government regulations or
student aid—is a politically agonizing
choice.And it's not just the House that
has to agree.GOP senators have their
own plans. Their priority is to make the
tax cuts permanent, rather than have
them expire in a decade, as the House
proposed. GOP senators see that as
non-negotiable, but it would skyrocket
the costs. Eventually, the House and
Senate must vote on a final package.

"We have a lot of hard work ahead of us,"
House Speaker Mike Johnson said after
the late Tuesday vote.

s and slashed spending in US budget

others say those projections are

optimistic.Democrats put up stiff

opposition against the House GOP

plan—one lawmaker dashed from

California after a week's stay in the

hospital and another returned to

Washington for the vote with her

¥ newborn son.Democrats will spend

| W' the weeks ahead warning Americans

| WA what's at stake."Republicans and

's the start of a weeks-long—if not Trump promised to lower costs on day
months—slog that is expected to

one, and instead their priorities have
consume Congress as Republicans try

been focused on ripping health care
to deliver on Trump's agenda and their away from kids, moms and others who
own campaign promises. Trump met

need it most," said Brittany Pettersen,
Wednesday with Johnson and Senate SDe;r(rjlo'&ilcr?(()i llrtll%n}éerti;(wegfe-gllicsl S%r)lr’
Majority Leader John Thune at the pijjignaires like Elon Musk while
White House, after Republicans also increasing our national deficit by
%wt with hTrfe:aSIflryt focoStt .Be%;e;lnt. trillions of dollars," she said. "How can
rumps chiet o stafl Susie WIES — a,vone show their face in their district
huddled privately with GOP senatorsat er voting yes for this?"Trump
the Capitol.Republicans say if they fail during a freewheeling Cabinet meetiné
to act, the lower tax rates first approved Wednesday at the White House
in 2017 will expire, which would G4 " \ill not touch the nation's
amount to a massive tax hike for many : fet t
Americans.They believe keeping the P reé¢mter satety ne
1. 10i¢y bell ping programs—Medicare, Medicaid and
tax cuts in place will partly pay for ;
themselves, unleashing economic

Social Security—but seek ways to root
growth and fresh revenues, though out what Republicans call waste, fraud

and abuse.

Electrocuted, Whipped, Tortured: The
Reality Of Southeast Asia Scam Centres

Nairobi, Kenya.Starved, beaten and

electrocuted, Ahmed remains
traumatised months after being
trafficked to Southeast Asia, one of an
untold number of Africans forced to
work in scam centres far from
home.The complexes have flourished
across the region, often staffed by "I
foreigners who are made to swindle
people in what analysts say is a multi-
billion-dollar industry. Among them are
Ethiopians, like 25-year-old Ahmed,
who sign up for the promise of well-
paid jobs.Instead, they run "love
scams" -- often referred to as "pig
butchering" -- inside infamous prison- p
like compounds that have mushroomed
across Laos, Cambodia and Myanmar.

The scammers operate fake profiles of

wealthy Western women to lure men,
and sometimes women, into investing
in crypto-currencies -- before

Imprisoned, abusedAhmed said he was

thousands" were "forcibly engaged by
organised criminal gangs into online
criminality" across Southeast
Asia.Ahmed -- whose name AFP has
changed to protect his identity --
endured months of captivity last year
and returned home in December.

contemplated suicide," he said.

he said, half-starved, he was presented
with a choice: work for free for 18
months, pay the ransom, or have sex on
camera.He chose to work for free, but
conditions were significantly worse
than in Laos."There were people in the
compound who lost limbs because of
torture," Ahmed said."The
administrators of the place used to cut
approached by an old friend offering  fingers of 'misbehaving or mediocre'
him a job abroad that paid up to $500a  staff," headded.

month.It was a fortune in Ethiopia "I feel lucky... Even though I'm still
where the median monthly wage suffering the effects of electrocution,
hovers around $24, according to the = my limbshaven'tbeen amputated.”
International Labour Organization. Africa targetedAhmed said there were
is family raised $1,600 to send him to  roughly 3,000 people working in the
Laos, buthe soonrealised his friendhad ~ Myanmar centre, including Ethiopians,
betrayed him when he was sucked into ~ Kenyans and Ugandans.Africans are
the scam world. He managed to talk his ~ increasingly a target for scam centres,
way out of a compound in Laos, only to ~ which require people who are
be abducted by armed men and takento ~ proficient in English, desperate for
another in Myanmar, where his captors ~ work and digitally literate, said Jason

resort posted on
Trump's social media

WASHINGTON. US President Donald Trump's official

social media accounts posted an apparently Al-
generated video depicting war-ravaged Gaza rebuilt
into a seaside resort, replete with a towering golden
statue of himself.The video, which racked up more
than 15 million views on Instagram and was shared
thousands of times on Trump's Truth Social network
by Wednesday morning, prompted some commenters
to question whether the president's accounts had been
hacked.The 33-second clip remained on Trump's
accounts without denial or retraction hours after the
initial posting on Tuesday night.

The video "Gaza 2025 What's Next?" opens with people

on a rubble-strewn street emerging from a tunnel onto
a beach with palm trees and yachts. Trump has floated
the idea of a US takeover of Gaza under which its
Palestinian population would be relocated - a proposal
met with global condemnation.He later appeared to
soften his plan, saying he was only recommending the
idea, and conceding that the leaders of Jordan and
Egypt - the proposed destinations for relocated Gazans
- had rejected any effort to move Palestinians against

their will.In the social media clip, the soundtrack
includes lyrics such as "Donald's coming to set you
free, bringing the light for all to see", and "Feast and
dance, the deal is done, Trump Gaza number one".

Seemingly Al-generated renditions of Trump and Israeli

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu sip cocktails in
swimsuits by a pool, while other shots show what
appears to be Elon Musk dancing under a shower of
cash on the beach.Social media users reacted with both
support and criticism, but many questioned whether
Trump himselfhad posted the montage.

AFP did not find any evidence the video had been shared

online before it was posted to Trump's Truth Social and
Instagram accounts.One scene closely resembles an
Al-generated image of Trump and Netanyahu drinking
cocktails that began circulating in early
February.Another scene shows belly dancers
shimmying on the beach, sporting thick, long beards
more typically worn by Islamists.

vanishing with their savings.Hundreds More than 15 months of war, triggered by Hamas's

the outbreaks began on January 21 in two remote demanded $5,000 for his release. Tower, Myanmar country director for

villages separated by over 120 miles.

Authorities are still investigating the cause of the
diseases and whether the cases in the two
villages—Boloko and Bomate—are linked. It is still
unclear how the diseases are spreading, including
whether human transmission is involved.

Outbreak details

The first outbreak was recorded in Boloko, where
three children died within 48 hours after eating a bat.
In Bomate, more than 400 people have fallen ill, with
malaria identified in some patients.

However, no connection has been established between
the outbreaks in the two villages, according to the
World Health Organization (WHO).

Dr Serge Ngalebato, medical director of Bikoro
Hospital and a member of the government response
team, noted differences between the two outbreaks.
“The first one with a lot of deaths is an unusual
situation that we continue to investigate. In the
second episode, we see many cases of malaria,” he
said.

Symptoms and investigation

Congo’s ministry of Health reported that about 80% of
patients exhibit symptoms such as fever, chills, body
aches, and diarrhoea.Patients experienced
symptoms including neck and joint pain, sweating,
and shortness of breath. Those under 59 years old
reported intense thirst, while children exhibited
persistent crying.Initially, concerns were raised
about the possibility of a hemorrhagic fever like
Ebola, due to the rapid progression from sickness to
death. However, Ebola and similar diseases like
Marburg have been ruled out after testing more than
a dozen samples.The WHO is now investigating
other potential causes, including malaria, viral
hemorrhagic fever, food or water poisoning, typhoid
fever, and meningitis.

have been released from complexes in
Myanmar in recent weeks, according to
local sources.But the United Nations
said in 2023 that "hundreds of

"When I told them I'm poor and don't
have money they laughed and then gave
me electronic shocks that left me
unconscious," he said.On the 11th day,

the United States Institute of Peace who
is based in the Thai capital Bangkok.

There is also little intervention from their
governments.

October 7, 2023 attack on Israel, have left much of the
Gaza Strip in ruins and most of its population displaced
from their homes.In Gaza, people who watched the
video were in disbelief.

Hamas hands over four dead hostages to Red
Cross, as Palestinians leave Israeli prison

«(rowds of cheering families,
friends and supporters
gathered in the West Bank
town of Beitunia, jostling for
a glimpse of the bus as it
arrived.

KHAN YOUNIS. Hamas handed over four
dead hostages to the Red Cross early

process had begun.At around the same
time, a Red Cross convoy carrying several
dozen released Palestinian prisoners left
Israel's Ofer prison. Crowds of cheering
families, friends and supporters gathered
in the West Bank town of Beitunia, jostling
fora glimpse of the bus as it arrived.

Well-wishers greeted the released prisoners,

hugging them and snapping photos. One
released man made a victory sign as he was
carried on the shoulders of supporters, with
the crowd chanted "God is Great."

Hundreds of other prisoners were to be sent

to Gaza, many of them detained after the
Oct. 7,2023, attacks and never charged.

Thursday in exchange for Israel's release of Israel had delayed the release of over 600

hundreds of Palestinian prisoners, days
before the first phase of the ceasefire in the
Gaza Strip was to end.An Israeli security
official confirmed that Hamas handed the
hostages' bodies to the Red Cross. Israel
said the caskets were delivered with the
help of Egyptian mediators through an

Palestinian prisoners since Saturday to
protest what it called the cruel treatment of
hostages during their handover by Hamas.
The militant group has called the delay a
"serious violation" of the ceasefire and said
talks on a second phase aren't possible until
the Palestinians are freed.

Israeli crossing and an identification Earlier Wednesday, Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu's office said the latest
release of hostages' bodies would be carried
out without ceremony, as opposed to past
Hamas releases with stage-managed events

in front of crowds. Israel, along with the
Red Cross and U.N. officials, have called
the ceremonies humiliating for the
hostages.Among those scheduled to leave
Israel early Thursday were hundreds of
detainees arrested from Gaza, held on
suspicion of militancy after Hamas' Oct. 7,
2023, attack, without charge for months.

They include 445 men, 21 teenagers and

one woman who were all arrested after the

Hamas attack, according to lists shared by

Palestinian officials that did not specify
their ages.Only around 50 Palestinians
were released into the occupied West
Bank and east Jerusalem in this round.
Dozens sentenced to life over deadly
attacks against Israelis will be exiled out
of the Palestinian territories, taken to
Egypt at least temporarily until other
countries accept them.

The handover would complete both sides'
obligations under the ceasefire's first
phase, during which Hamas returned 33
hostages, including eight bodies, in
exchange for nearly 2,000 Palestinian

prisoners.

The family of a hostage in Gaza said it was

notified he is dead and his body was among
those to be returned to Israel. The family
did not say who informed them.
Notifications typically come from Israel's
military.
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Nigerian drug supplier
arrested in Mumbai in
Chennai cocaine peddling
case

- -r-""_'ﬂ

CHENNAL The Greater Chennai Police on
Tuesday arrested a Nigerian man from
Mumbai, who was identified as a drug
supplier, as part of its ongoing
investigation into a cocaine peddling gang.

The anti narcotics intelligence unit (ANILU)
arrested Eko Nathaniel Chibuzor from
Mumbai and seized 5g of cocaine from
him. He was brought to Chennai on a
transit remand and sent to a prison here.
Two others, ¥V Purushottaman (32) of

Urapakkam and A Ramkumar Raju (37) of

Greams road were also arrested in the case
registered on January 25,

ANIU and the Choolaimedu police, which
were involved in the operation, had then
arrested 14 people and seized around 60g
of cocaine, 1.15 kg of ganja and their
mobile phones. Some of them included
people who worked in a private restobar
and supplied to customers.

Based on interrogation of the accused, other
members of the network were tracked
which led to the arrest of Mayur Purot, S
Waran Grake Kani (28) of Chengalpaitu
and § Surendran (33) of Thiruvanmivur
four days ago. Information given by them
led to the latest arrests, police said.

GHMC Annapurna canteens

cry for repairs

HYDERABAD. Most of the Annapurna
centres, which serve affordable and
hygienic food at Rs 5 to thousands of poor
and needy people have become unfit,
rusted, and are on the verge of collapse.
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Activists, residents criticise BBMP Chief
Commissioner for inaction on illegal construction

Residents have alleged that the BBMP Chief Commissioner Tushar Girinath
delayed hearings of an illegally constructed building for 106 days.

BENGALURLU. Civic activists and residents
have criticised Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) Chief
Commissioner Tushar Girinath for his
alleged inaction against developers
constructing illegal buildings across
Bengaluru. They accuse him of allowing
violators to complete their projects
unchecked, despite clear violations of
building norms.

One such case has surfaced in Seegehalli,
where a building owned by Jayaram Naidu
was allegedly constructed without any
sancioned plan or approvals. Activists
claim that instead of taking action, BBMP
authorities gave Naidu ample time to finish
the illegal construction. This is not Naidu's
first instance of flouting regulations,
According to residents, he has previously
built two other unauthorised structures that
have received notices from BBMP,

Residents of S5 Layout in Seegehalli of
Basavanapura Ward in KR Puram, allege that
the Chief Commissioner delayed hearings for
106 days, postponing them at least four times,
which ultimately enabled Naidu to complete

1ssued

¥

the construction of his illegal building on Sai

Mandir Road.
“Wiolators are required to maintain the status

quo and halt construction once a notice is
. However, in the Mahadevapura
BBMP zone, developers seem to operale
without any fear of the Commissioner or his
orders,
activist,
Mahadevapura zone. “The top official does
not seem to be taking any action against
negligent officials,” he added.

" said Sandeep Anirudhan, a ecivic
who is also a resident of

Residents highlight the case of Appeal
Number 285/2024, involving the
controversial Seegehalli building, where
BBMP repeatedly postponed hearing-
from November 30, 2024 to December 7,
then from December 21 to February |,
and again from February 15 to March 15.

A senior official from BBMP's legal
department noted that, previously,
citizens had to represent BBMP in court
on such matters. Howewver, following a

Commissioner is now responsible for
hearing cases and passing final orders.
“One of the main reasons illegal
buildings are not razed is the lack of
cooperation and support from ward
engineers. [f the Chief Commissioner
suspends five to six ward engineers across
different zones, we might finally see some
change,” the official stated. BBMP has also
issued notices to Naidu's other projects in the
same locality- Building No 17 and 18, which
reportedly has 46 flats, including a
penthouse, across six floors, allegedly
violating multiple building bylaws,

Water tanker demand in Hyderabad rises 60 per cent as summer begins early

HYDERABAD. With temperatures soaring
earlier than expected this year (February,
2025), the demand for water tankers in
Hyderabad has already increased by 60%
compared to February 2024, As
groundwater is depleting, officials
anticipate a further surge in demand during g
the peak summer season from March to §
May.

From February | to 24, over 1.44 lakh water |
tankers were booked through Metro |
Customer Care (MCC), HMWSSB mobile &
app, IVRS (customer care} and other
platforms, compared to 87,700 during the §

authorities assure
shortage in Hyderabad as major reservoirs -
Osmansagar, Himayatsagar, Manjira, Singur,

that there 15 no water

Magar, Fateh Nagar, Erragadda (Division-6),
Moosapet, Bhagyanagar, Kukatpally,
Hasmathpet (Division-9), Madhapur,
Kondapur, Gachibowli, Ayyappa Society
iDivision-15), Hydernagar, Budwel,
Attapur (Division-16), Mivapur,
Chandanagar (Division-1T7), and
Manikonda., Kismathpur, Jalpally
iDivision-18) — are being closely
monitored.

L To prevent any disruptions in supply,

-

HMWSSB has ramped up its tanker
services by deploying additional staff at
filling stations, ensuring uninterrupted

High Court directive, the Chief

No sanction in law to
withhold entire pension:
Karnataka High Court

BENGALURU. Ruling that
imposing a penalty of
withholding 100 per cent pension
and gratuity on a permanent basis,
based on the advice of the
disciplinary authority, has no
sanction in law, the Kamataka
High Court directed the central
government's Ministry of
Finance to pay the entire pension
that was withheld and full gratuity
1o a sepluagenarian.

Justice M Nagaprasanna passed the
order while allowing the petition
filed by Hanumanth N Karkun
(73) from Dharwad, a cancer
patient, against the arbitrary
action of the finance ministry. The
petitioner was working as
superintendent in the officer of
the Commissioner of Central
Excise, Customs and Service Tax,
in Hubballi. He was caught with a
certain amount of money which
he found on his table in 2011, and
faced criminal charges. Later, the
case was translerred to CBI which
filed a chargesheet in 2013, while
the petitioner had retired on
January 31,2012,

The inquiry officer exonerated him,
but based on the advice of the
Union Public Service
Commission, the impugned order
of withholding pension and
gratuity was passed on February
6, 2023, Against this, Karkun
filed an appeal before the
Appellate Authority. Meanwhile,
he was acquitted of offences
charged by the CBL He moved the
high court, owing to his
advancing age and the fact that he
had been acquitted in the criminal
case. Karkun’s counsel contended
that the penalty is impermissible
under Central Civil Services
(Pension) Rules, 1972, or even
under Central Civil Services
(Conduct) Rules, 1964, and the
petitioner has no money for his
cancer treatment.

Counsel for the ministry submitted
that the appeal filed by the
petitioner 15 pending and he
should awail the outcome of the

&
same period last year. The highest number G
oftanker bookings comes from arcas under

HMWSSB divisions like Manikonda,
Durgam Cheruvu, Kukatpally, 5 R Nagar,
Nizampet, Hafeezpet, Saheb Nagar and
others. According to official sources, the
Water Board supplies around 545 million
gallons of water (MGD) per day with
additional water sourced from groundwater
reserves. Water consumption usually rises by
about 15% during summer. However,

KSRTC staff dig up dumpyard,
revive forgotten pond at
Vizhinjam depot

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. A heap of waste lay near
the Vizhinjam KSRTC depot. And the stench was
unbearable, It was a place no one paid much artention to,
except to park three buses on its hardened surface, Little
did the KSRTC emplovees know that a pond buried for
over 35 years under the waste would be a solution to their
long-standing water shortage, “It was just a dumping
ground for vears, Old employees told us there was once a
pond here, a place where people used to bathe and where  yroqnesday mornine. Tamil Nadu
fish thrived. Honestly, we didn’t believe it at first,” said Pollution Ct 1B g{i (TNPCB ’
Satheesh Kumar V O, inspector at the depot. r':_"t_l!";}“. inro q D‘;r II c:

For over three decades, the pond had been buried beneath ~ ©'''¢13S Inspected the plant an =
layers of mud, waste and discarded scraps. Meanwhile, the ~ confirmed that only steam had
de]]pﬂ had been ba"li“g a severe water crisis. [}rinkiﬂg leaked from the economiser unit,
water was delivered twice a week, barely enough to Employees at Ashok Leyland’s
quench thirst, let alone clean the fleet of buses or maintain - adjacent foundry division noticed
toilets. Attempts to dig a borewell were futile. Sitvatedon  mist-like formations from CIL’s
a coastal belt and with the Vizhinjam port project nearby,  facility around 9 am, causing eye
wppeoathce, reTacats wore ed, but every rovkosoomed  ®10, throat irritation, some
blocked until an offhand comment from a senior employee employees told . However, no one
gave hope. reqL.nred hospitalisation or

“They mentioned the pond like it was some myth. Bur  medical treatment.
desperation makes you try everything,” said K Shibu, ~Twasworking at the plant when we
Transport Democratic Federation (TDF) represeniative.  suddenly experienced eyve gomms
With approval from KSRTC and an initial fund of Rs  irritation, a foul smell, and mild Egl™
?_F;,ﬂﬂﬂl, cz_t:avalinn t_negan. An excavator rumbled onto the breathing difficulty. Someone }
site, clawing at the dirt. Soon, they realised that the heap of pressed the emergency button, and
waste was just the tip of the iceberg, “We thought we'd . management 1wiﬁ|y movedus
clear it in a week, But one load after another, the muck just i P -A'h E Tl d
wouldn’tend,” said Shajikumar V' 5, vehicle supervisor, e l“""j‘i . d - ‘r':l e T“ _

By the time they reached halfway, the funds had dried up. me T R LE'
Work halted. The half-excavated pit stood still and so did resumed within 30 minutes,
their hopes, briefly. The corporation would sanction the ~ €mployees ﬂdfj"?d-
fund if water is seen and a report of completion given. A TNPCE official stated that at 8.45 am, a

steam leak was detected in the first
economiser of sulphuric acid plant 2 at

pumping operations, reducing
turnaround time and increasing the
number of tanker trips as needed. There are
more than 966 registered tankers under
HMWSSB, with the majonty having a 5,000
litres capacity followed by 10,000 litres and
above. The beoard has more tankers at its
disposal this yvear compared to last summer,
ensuring that most requests are fulfilled
within the Service Level Agreement (SLA)
timeframe,

More than 50% of the centres, built with tin
sheds over a decade ago, have corroded and
become unfit, requiring immediate repairs
or replacement.

GHMC officials told that out of GHMC-run
150 Annapuma centres, eight have been
removed due o road widening, and another
nine have been relocated due to low
turnout. Around 60-65 centres are said to be
in good condition, while nearly 65-70
canteens have become rusted and corroded.

The Annapurna Meals Scheme is
implemented in about 150 centres, with one
centre in each GHMC division, providing
around 30,000 meals per day at a cost ol Rs
27.63 per meal, On an average, 250 meals
per centre are served daily to needy people,
with an annual GHMC budget of Rs 25
crore.

Officials told TNIE that many Annapurna
canteens have rusted and decayed,
requiring revival, while those severely
damaged will be replaced with new
structures, To improve their functioning,
GHMC commissioner K Ilambarithi has
constituted a committee to inspect the
condition and facilities at the existing
canteens, GHMC chief engineer Bhaskar
Reddy has been appointed as the head of the
committee, with additional commissioners
Pankaja (Health) and Venugopal Reddy
(Advertisement) as members, As per the
commissioner's instructions, the
committee visited the Annapurna cenire al
Mint Compound, Lakdikapul, recently.

Telangana police uncover child
trafficking racket, arrest couples
buying infants illegally

HYDERABAD. A joint investigation by the
police and Child Welfare Committee
members into a child trafficking case has
revealed that childless couples were
purchasing infants outright, though they
were aware that what they were doing was
illegal. The Special Operations Team (SOT)
of Malkajgiri, in collaboration with
Chaitanyapuri police and Child Welfare
Committee members, on Tuesda
uncovered a child trafficking case in which
prospective parents sought to purchase the
infants. The police had arrested the suspects
invalved in the transportation of the infants
illegally from Gujarat to Hyderabad, as well
as the couples who tried to purchase
children.

The investigation revealed thal some of the
accused obtained infants from private
individuals rather than through authorised
government channels for supplying them to
childless couples.

A similar case had been reported in May 2024
at the Medipally police station, where
individuals approached the CWC for
adoption but turned to illegal means due to
delays in the official process. “However, in
the case busted on Tuesday by the
Chaitanyapuri police, the adopting parents
were fully aware that they were taking the
babies illegally,” the official disclosed.

Police arrested two couples and one individual
for purchasing infants illegally at rates of Rs.
1.5 lakh for a baby girl and Rs 2.5 lakh fora
baby boy. The nvestigation identified
Vandana as the key suspect, Sheis alleged to
have sent infants gnm CGujarat to Hyderabad
along with Sunitha Suman and Savitri Devi.
The babies were then handed over to Kola
Krishnaveni, Deepthi, and Sampath Kumar
by intermediaries including Sharada,
Umarani, Jayasree, Sravan, and Soni
Keerthi.

decision of the Appellate
Authority. Rejecting it, the high
court said the petitioner is now 73
years old. He has not seen his
terminal benefits, despite his
retirement 13 years ago, and was
left bleeding by the impugned
penalty, which is worse than
dismissal. There is no question of
sending the petitioner back to the
doors of the Appellate Authority,
the court said.

Krishna and Godavari — have adequate water
storage. Further, the Water Board has taken
necessary  steps to ensure  uminterrupted
supply of water,

For this summer, HMWSSE will continue to
provide 345 MGD upto ORR. However,
certain  areas experiencing  significant
groundwater depletion — Asifnagar, Shaikpet
( Division-3), Banjara Hills, Jubilee Hills, SR

Gas leak sparks scare at city plant; TNPCB says
it’s only steam, emission within limits

Residents near the facility were unaware of the leak until informed by foundry unit employees.

o
CHENNAL Afteracloud of gas emerged
from Coromandel International
Limited’s {(CIL) plant at Ennore on

CIL. The economiser removes excess
heat from sulphur dioxide, produced
during the sulphur melting process, by
passing water through a coil. The cooled

coll. As a precaution, the boiler feed
water system connected to the
economiser was isolated, and CIL will
rectify the puncture, the official said.
While the leaked steam may
contain 502 residuals,
emission levels remained
within permissible limils, the
official added, noting that the
mist seen was steam.
Residents near the facility were
unaware of the leak until
informed by foundry unit
employees. Meanwhile, CIL
released a statement refuting
rumours of an ammonia leak
and urging the public not to
panic. In December 2023,
around 68 tonnes of ammonia
had leaked in 15 minutes from
the offshore pipeline of CIL's
il Ennore fertiliser plant.
Ll “we clarify that the rumours of
- an ammonia leak are untrue.
The plant does not currently
operate ammonia facilities, so such a
leak is impossible,” CIL said, adding
that it follows strict safety protocols and
regulatory guidelines.

sulphur dioxide is then converted into
sulphur trioxide with a catalyst. The
leak is suspected to have been caused by
a puncture in the economiser’s steam

Meither of that happened. That's when over 30 depot
employees decided to pool in money from their pockets.
Another Rs 80,000 was collected and the job was done.

White-topping work hits businesses on Bengaluru's Commercial Street

Traders along the stretch, which also connects Commercial Street and other busy roads, say the dust and rising
temperature have further deterred customers from visiting the area.

X
Y

BENGALURU, Main Guard Cross
Road, a crucial link between Bowring
Hospital Road and Infantry Road in
Shivajinagar, has become a major
headache for traders and motorists
due to the slow progress of white-
topping work by the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike’s
(BBEMP's). The public has
complained that work is dragging on
at snail’s pace, inconveniencing
them.

Traders along the stretch, which also
connects Commercial Street and
other busy roads, say the dust and
rising temperature have further

getting stuck in traffic, and many
decide at the last minute to shop
elsewhere instead of coming to
Commercial Street,” said Rohatgi.

To ensure regular customers and staff
are not inconvenienced, a popular
jewellery store on the siretch has
made alternative arrangements.

“For the benelit of customers,
aliernative route maps have been
shared via WhatsApp. We pick up
customers and bring them to the shop
and offer refreshments. This is done
to ensure they are not
inconvenienced,” said a staffer at the
Jewellery store,

deterred customers from visiting the
area. “Parking is not allowed due to
the ongoing white topping work, and
increased tralTic congestion is making
matters worse. Vehicles that were
supposed to be diverted to Cubbon
Road are also entering Main Guard
Cross Road to reach Wheeler Road,
Banaswadi and other arcas. This has
led to a dip in customer footfall,” said
ashopkeeper at Safina Plaza.

Echoing this, Mayank Rohatgi from
Commercial Street Association stated
that there is a 20 per cent dip in
business, compared to the normal
season. “Customers are worried about
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.Europe unsure if US
is still an ally

SINCE the end of World War I, America’s grand
strategy was Lo ensure that no hostile power arose
on either flank of Eurasia. To this end, the US
initiated the Marshall Plan and helped rebuild
ruined Europe. This, in turn, became an imporiant
factor in raising US prosperity in the 1950s and
1960s. It also shaped the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) alliance and provided men
and material to ensure the security of Europe,

[n the east, the US went further in the pursuit of its
goal. It fought a war in Korea that cost it over
35,000 lives and another in Vietnam, where it lost
over 38,000 soldiers. The US occupied Japan till
1952 and completely remade its society and
government in its own image, and it still retains
substantial forces in the country at over a dozen
bases.American President Donald Trump secems to
be wanting to turn this policy inside out. He seems
toowant to make deals with the Eurasian powers the
LS targeted — Russia and China — and write off
America’s erstwhile friends. His pursuit of
territorial expansion with regard to Canada,
Panama and Denmark looks like a “sphere of
influence™ policy where the US will be the
dominant Western Hemisphere power, while
Eurasia will be left to the tender mercies of
Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping.His new posture is
manifesting itself in his approach to the war in
Ukraine, where he has adopted what can, at best,
be termed as a “Russia-leaning neutrality™, This is
apparent in the stark difference visible in a US
draft resolution circulated at the United Nations to
mark the third anniversary of the Russian invasion,
The draft has mourned the loss of life in the
“Russia-Ukraine conflict™ and sought “a swift end
to the conflict, including by addressing its root
causes”, while calling for a lasting peace between
Ukraing and Russia, This is a rival resolution to the
one that Ukraine and Europe have backed, which
speaks of Russian aggression and the
implementation of past resolutions demanding
that the Russians end the war and withdraw from
Lkraine's internationally recognised territory,

Trump has adopted a hard approach towards Kyiv.
Aler freezing out Volodymyr Zelenskyy from the
first US talks with Russia, Tramp falsely accused
Ukraing of starting the war that has ravaged that
nation and killed thousands of people. When
Zelenskyy criticised him for living in a
“disinformation bubble”, Trump lashed out,
calling the Ukrainian President a “dictator”, He
attacked Ukraine for tricking the US into spending
$350 billion “to fight a war that couldn’t be won™.
And he has demanded a deal through which the LS
would control half the mineral rights of Ukraine to
repay the money that Washington has spent in
supporting Kyiv. According to US News & World
Report, the US has actually spent around $100
billion, while the Europeans have put in nearly
5400 billion till now. The Trump plan is based on
delivering a systemic shock to Europe and Ukraine
to destabilise, if not destroy, the older system
where the US was a firm NATO ally and a key
backer of Ukraine in its war with Russia. The
second objective has been to freeze out Europe and
embrace Russia as a partner in making peace in
Ukraine, even while blaming it for causing the
war. Earlier this month, Trump called Putin and
talked to him about ending the war without
consulting either Ukraine or its European allies.

As for China, things seem to be moving towards a
major trade deal which would take up from where
the Phase [ trade deal between the US and China in i
the last year of his previous administration left off.
His advisers such as Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent have been pushing a new deal, while his
new alter ego, Elon Musk, has extensive business
interests in China, Just how deep the shift against
Europe is was manifested by the speech of US
Vice-President JD Vance at the Munich Security
Conference last week, He said free speech and
democracy were under attack in Europe, but not
from Russia or China, but mainstream political
parties that were attacking European right-wing
parties like the Allernative for Germany (AD). It
is no coincidence that the Far Right in Europe is
soft towards Putin.

[SN'T it absurd that we can't think of anything bevond a
set of technical solutions — say, the installation of
'suicide proofing' fans in hostel rooms, or nets in
baleonies and lobbies — to the recurring problem of
suicides or the abrupt end of the life-journey of
broken/shattered’ disillusioned young students in Kota,
which is a site of the demonic coaching industry?

Well, in recent times, the business of the Kota coaching
industry has somewhat declined because of the ‘bad’
name it got as newspapers began to report regularly
about the pathetic mental health of young aspirants, In
fact, the number of students in Kota is falling and, as a
report reveals, the annual revenue of this business
enterprise has been reduced to Rs 3,500 crore from

Es 7,000 erore. However, nothing seems to have changed
as far as the agony of young minds is concerned. In this
year only, seven students have ended their lives by
suicide and sought to convey the message that they
could not bear the pressure and fulfil the parental
aspirations for 'zood' careers/Tucrative salary packages,

[t is sad that we are not vet ready to think of a meaningful
solution to this sort of suicide bevond the parameters of
the typical "law and order’ discourse or even a set of
routing ‘counselling sessions’.In fact, it is high time
some of us began to raise certain critical issues we
seldom talk about. In this context, as a teacher and
concerned citizen, let me make four observations. First,
what has severcly damaged the intellectual! psychic
growth of our children is the faulty pattern of education
that has attached almost one-sided importance 1o one's
performance in standardised tests, like the JEE, NEET
and CUET. It has systematically devalued what really
matters for the intellectual, aesthetic and moral
development of the child.

And, [ have no hesitation in saying that these standardised
tests destroy the joy of learning and kill the ecstasy of a

Urtarakhand, a state revered for its natural beauty
and ecological significance, faces a stark paradox.
While citizens rally to protect Himalayan cedar
irees and discuss solutions for environmental
degradation, a recent Comptroller and Auditor
General {CAG) report exposes rampant misuse of
funds meant for forest conservation. Money

Compensatory Aftorestation Fund Management
and Planning Authority (CAMPA) has instead
been squandered on iPhones, laptops and office
renovations, The report reveals that Rs 14 crore
meant for reforestation was diverted to non-
essential expenditures, even as afforestation
projects lagged. The CAMPA mandates that funds
be used within a set timeframe, yet in 37 cases,
compensatory afforestation ook over eight vears.
1t is not surprising that under these circumstances,
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How a legal loophole shields marital rape in India

Marriage has evolved from a coniractual bond to a partnership of equals, built on mutual respect and consent. Yet, the marital rape exception contradicts this shift, perpetuating abuse and denying women legal recourse.

The Chhattisgarh High Court acquitied a man convicted

under Sections 304 {culpable homicide), 375 (rape) and
377 (unnatural sexual olfence) of the [PC of the death of
his wife. The court ruled that non-consensual sex and
unnatural acts within marriage do not constitute offences
due to the marital rape exception under Section 375, The
court extended this exception to Section 377, relying on
the SC's decriminalisation of homosexuality,

While the judgment is legally sound, it is disheartening that

a woman lost her life after enduring extremely gruesome
violations — details of which cannot be reproduced. This
resulted in the loss of her honour, dignity and self-esteem,
an outcome that sends chills down the spine, leaving a
sense that something deeply wrong remains unaddressed.

Marriage has evolved from a contractual bond to a

partnership of equals, built on mutual respect and
consent, Yet, the marital rape exception contradicts this
shift, perpetuating abuse and denying women legal
recourse. By presuming perpetual consent, the law
disregards modern understandings of dignity, autonomy
and human rights. Legalising non-consensual sex within
marriage undermines individual freedom and the
principle that a wife's bodily autonomy 1s as vital as that
of a husband.Globally, about one in three women have
experienced sexual intimate partner violence or non-
partner sexual violence in their lifetime (WHO, 2021). A
study has found that sexual violence from intimate
partners in women aged 15-49 ranged 6-59 per cent
across 10 countries (WHO, 2005).

The National Family Health Surveys (NFHS) and MNational

Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) are primary sources of
national-level data on violence against women in India.
However, the data includes only reported cases and
marital rape is not legally recognised, leading to less than
1 per cent ol such cases ge'mg reported. Resolving marital
rape in India is complex due to cultural norms
surrounding marriage and sexuality. Unlike western
societies that emphasise individual autonomy, the Indian
society tends to be more conservative, with limited open
discussion on sexual matters. Women face societal
pressure to conform to traditional roles and any deviation
is often seen as a threat to the institution of marriage. The
concept of consent within marriage is complicated by
cultural and moral implications, where, in more
conservative areas, men may feel a strong expectation to
fulfill their sexual needs within marriage as sex outside of
it is either unavailable or morally rejected. This can blur
the line between entitlement and mutual
consent.According to a study by Deosthali et al, which
analyses data, a 2010 survey found that one in five men
reported forcing their wives into sex. In rural Karnataka,
36 per cent women agreed that hushands might force sex
even if their wives refused. A Chennai study found 31 per
cent women reported sexual violence by husbands while
a survey in UP found 32 per cent husbands admitted to
forcing sex.

The NFHS (2019-2020} shows that 29 per cent married

women have experienced physical or sexual violence
from their husbands. Studies also highlight high rates of
sexual violence during pregnancy, with 40 per cent

ntended for afforestation under the

was a dismal 33 per cent, far below the 60-65 per cent

B
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women reporting violence during pregnancy,
experiencing sexual violence. These figures likely under-
report the prevalence of marital rape due to stigma.

arital rape leads to severe ﬁhysica]. sexual,
reproductive and l[::syr:lmlogical health issues for women,
Research shows that abusive hushands are more likely to
engage in extramarital sex, have sexually transmitted
infections and expose their spouses to increased health
risks, Sexual violence is linked to stillbirths, pelvic
inflammatory diseases, limited access to prenatal care
and even suicide attempts by women. These findings raise
serious questions about the cost women have to pay to
"save" the institution of marriage, often cited as a reason
to exempt marital rape.Sweden criminalised marital rape
in 1965, leading to a rise in reported cases and public
awareness,

A 2013 study by the Swedish National Council for Crime

Prevention showed that this legal change, coupled with
public education on consent, helped women identify non-
consensual sex as rape. It also empowered women to seek
help from authorities and support organisations,
redefining marriage as a partnership based on eguality
and mutual respect, which fostered broader social
changes. The criminalisation of marital rape has brought
about significant shifts in societal attitudes and increased
reporting. In the UK (1991), it empowered women to
recognise marital rape as an abuse of power, leading to
higher reporting rates (Kelly & Gavey, 2001). In the US
(1993), legal reforms raised awareness, reduced
tolerance and underscored a woman's right to refuse sex
in marriage (Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 2005). In
Australia (1981), it resulted in higher reporting and

Laptops over trees

Uttarakhand govt squanders forest funds

: standard set by the Forest Research Institute.
the survival rate of planted trees between 2017-2022 Thjs financial mismanagement is even more alarming,

given Uttarakhand's mounting ecological crises. The

Deadly cost of hyper-competitive education

What has severely damaged the intellectual growth of our kids is the one-sided importance to one’s performance in tests like the JEE, NEET and CUET.

creatively nuanced critical pedagogy.

Instead of arousing the learner's curiosity or activating
his'her ability to think, interpret, contemplate and go
deeper into the exciting domain of sciences and
humanities, these problematic MCQ-centric  tests
transform him/her into a 'war strategist', continually
mastering the 'technique’ of identifving the 'one and only

one correct answer' — instantly and
mechanically.
Second, in addition to the obsession with

standardised tests, we are witnessing another
disturbing phenomenon the growth of
‘dummy schools'. As these schools have a setting
with coaching centres, young students need not
attend regular classes and take part in the
dynamics of school culture. Instead, they do what
coaching centres dictate — say, the act of
mastering the 'success manuals' or all sorts of
strategies for cracking such tests as the JEE and
NEET.Be it physics or mathematics, biology or
chemistry, everything is reduced to an MCQ)
question. No wonder, the formative years of
these youngsters are spent in an environment that
promotes endless drilling, mental fatigue and
hyper-competitiveness and the chronic fear of
failure.It destroys the joy of learning, or the art
exploring the domains of science, culture and
aesthetics holistically, creatively and mindfully.
No wonder, they miss what a comprehensive school
culture provides — say, a life-long relationship with

good teachers, a spirit of fellow feeling and the joy of

music, theatre, sports and other ‘non-utilitarian’ creative
pursuits.

Third, it is equally important on the part of the parenis to
accept a set of fundamental facts about their children's
unique aptitudes, inclinations, capabilities and mental

orientations. For instance, there is no harm if vour child
is not particularly inclined to science and mathematics.
Likewise, it is possible for a child to have deep interests
in the so-called "soft’ domains — say, music, literature,
aestheties, theatre or social work.

And, it is not a mistake on the part of your child il she/he
needs some breathing space for exploring and

understanding what she/he really wishes to do in life.

However, as the anxiety-ridden middle class parents abhor
any 'risk’, they want their kids to follow what is seen as
the standardised path towards a'secure’ career.

So, these youngsters, irrespective of their inclinations and
capabilities, are compelled to nurture the same ambition
that is seen as 'acceptable” the desire to become a
software engineer or a doctor, Quite often, it becomes
exceedingly difficult for them to bear the resultant

prosecution, with a shift in societal views from seeing
forced sex as a private matter to acknowledging it as a
violation of ‘Fcrsuna] rights {Australian Institute of
Criminology, 2008},

Though initially met with opposition, these legal changes

gradually fostered greater recognition of women's rights
and helped instill more progressive values in society.

The Justice Verma Committee (2013}, the 2014 Special

Rapporteur on Violence Against Women, and the Pam
Rajput Committee (2015) recommended criminalising
marital rape, saying that marriage does not imply
consent. While international law recognises marital rape,
36 countries, including India, do not. Its criminalisation
would ensure proper law enforcement response, survivor
support and alignment with global human rights norms.,

Recognising and criminalising marital rape in India faces

challenges like cultural resistance, potential misuse,
madequate support systems, judicial burden and marital
tensions. While legal recognition is wvital, a holistic
approach is equally cruecial — encompassing
comprehensive sex  education, stronger marriage
counselling, legal literacy, vichm support, gender
sensitisation, open discussions on consent, community
interventions  and reinforced  legal protections. A
multifaceted strategy combining education, legal reform
and societal support 1s essential tor lasting change.

Even the Mahabharata, despite its narratives of wronged

women, upholds an undeniable truth in the Anushasana
Parva ( The Book of Precepts): "The righteousness of men
depends upon women." A society that denies women
dignity and autonomy imperils its own moral foundation.

state is already struggling with a drying Ganga,
landslides and deforestation-driven disasters.
Reports highlight unchecked hill cutting,
unstable slopes and pollution concerns. Yet,
those in power continue to divert funds away
from genuine conservation efforts. Beyond the
torest department, the Workers Welfare Board
spent Rs 607 crore without proper approvals
and 52 projects bypassed mandatory
environmental clearances. Such govemnance
failures demand accountability. Forest Minister
Subodh Uniyal has ordered a probe, but unless
it leads to strict action, public trust will further
erode.

When citizens are fighting to save trees and
restore degraded landscapes, the government’s
financial recklessness is nothing short of
betrayal. Uttarakhand must act decisively —

before its rivers dry up, its forests vanish and its green
cover becomes just another forgotien policy promise.

psychic pressure and fulfil the unnatural parental
ambitions. Mo wonder, it 15 now common to find a
suicide note like this: "I am the worst daughter. Sorry
mummy, papa. Yahi lasts option hai."

And finally, let us accept that the routinised acts like
pariksha pe charcha or a set of counselling sessions fail
1o address the real issueThe [act is that these youngsters
are suffering because we live in an over-
populated society of perpetual
scarcity.Moreover, because ofthe
neoliberal/market-driven docirine of
hyper-competitiveness and the
resultant logic of the "survival of the
fittest', the commodification of almost
every aspect of life seems to have
become normal. As education s
increasingly commodified and
marketed, it loses its libertarian
potential. Nobody joins the coaching
industry to think critically or activate
the faculties that make us truly humane,
compassionate and sensitive,

Likewise, these days, the worth of being
educated is measured primarily in terms
of "placement and salary package.” And
this reckless pressure to emerge as a
saleable commaodity or a "resource” that
the market needs to use tends to enipple
one from deep inside. Alienation or chronic nervousness
15 the price of ‘success’. Indeed, as the latest National
Crime Records Bureau data suggests, with 13,044
student suicides in a year, an "epidemic is sweeping
India."

When will we wake up, initiate a movement for structural
and cultural transformation and give a life-affirming
vision of education and vocation to our children?
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There are an array of
things to choose from
when it comes to
picking the right hobby
idea for your child.

Choosing a hobby idea when your little one is
ready for summer holidays is not rocket
science. Just you need to take care of the
following things:

Know his or her interest: It is very important.
Not knowing what interests the most to your
child may backfire if you get him or her into a
wrong hobby class. So, seek their opinion first
and ask them which class they want to go for.

Don'tpress for one:

If your child wants to enjoy some fun
moments at home and is comfortable this
way, let it be. It does

<

Does youf little one
suffer from diaper rash?

The main cause for that annoying rash on
the bum and thighs of your baby are
nappies or wet diapers that cause great
discomfort.

Although the main cause for diaper rash is
excessive wetness, other causes include
tight diapers, humid climate, and not
washing cloth nappies properly, which

rash in the first place.

- Petroleum jelly goes a long way in curing

diaperrash effectively.

- Avoid using perfumed soaps or

detergents to wash nappies — it might be

the cause for the rash.

- Use a mild soap and lukewarm water

instead of wipes to clean your baby.

- Always let the

diaper area dry

completely before

making your baby
3 wear another nappy.

=t - Add a little

oatmeal to warm

water when you're

giving your baby a

bath.

- Avoid using

diapers that have
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leaves residues of detergent in the nappy.

- Change your baby's nappy as often as
you can so as to keep their bottoms clean
and dry.

- Letting your baby stay without a diaper
for a few minutes helps the rash heal
faster.

- Applying aloe vera gel on the rash keeps
the skin free of moisture.

- When you keep dirty nappies for a wash,
add half a cup of vinegar to the water and
rinse the diapers without using any
detergents, which might be causing the

plastic edges.

- Dry your babies bottom gently with a soft
towel or cotton — don't scrub it.

- As much as you can, try and avoid using
talcum powder on your baby , it can get
into the little one's lungs.

RELATIONSHIPS

Hobby

ideas for your
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Being a parent is difficult and so is coming
off as a proud child. It's only human to give
vent to your rage by using harsh words.
However, when the recipient of your outrage
is your own child, it might have uncertain
and unmanageable repercussions.
We list 9 insensitive things that you should
avoid saying to your child.
1. I was much more responsible when I was
your age
Comparing your child and giving him an
example of what all you were capable of
when you were a kid is the first big mistake
parents make. Their irritation stems from
'expectations’ - expectations of bringing up
the 'perfect' kid. Try and recall your
shortcomings as a child and what all troubles
you bothered your parents with. You are the
elder one in the relationship hence you ought
to know more. A statement such as this will
break your child's confidence.
2.You always end up taking wrong decisions
Don't penalise your kid for being immature.
Everyone is allowed to make mistakes and it
is in fact a  part of the learning
process. He might
have taken up
. a field of
. study that
Adoesn't
interest
you or
perhaps
working
with a
company
that you're
not very
proud of,
but that
doesn't
mean
y o u
accuse
him of
the
decis
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mean that since everybody is doing a hobby
class, should your child too does it.

Make your home a hobby
destination:

Home is where most of the fun is. So during
the vacation, turn your home into a camping
zone at night by installing a tent and hosting a
camping party in the garden. You can invite
your child's friends and let them have a blast in
the party.

Popular hobby ideas:

Painting, drawing, cooking, baking, musical
interments like guitar are some of the popular
ideas one can pursue. Also in vogue are

calligraphy and the art of gift
wrapping. Creative writing is
also one of the sought

after hobby ideas.
Not only these
hobbies let your
child pick up
extra skills,
- but also will
let them
look at
things

with a

different
perspect
ive.

9 things never to say to

Your child

ions. Your job as a parent is to guide him, not
force him to obey your opinions.

3. Why can't you be more like your
brother/sister?

This is once again an unreasonable
comparison and a common one at that.
Avoid seeding in animosity between your
children by comparing their abilities. Doing
so may create a fissure between the siblings.
You don't want your kid to harbour negative
feelings for you, hence avoid assessing your
kids.

4.Leave me alone!

Adults have huge responsibilities to take
care of, responsibilities that children are
innocently oblivious of.
And there are times when
we want to be left alone
too. Kids are incapable of
understanding the
gravity of such
situations. An impatient
outburst of 'Leave me
alone!' can make your
child feel neglected,
unwanted and depressed
at the same time. Show
some patience and avoid |
saying something bad to |
him.

5. You should be
ashamed of yourself

This statement is outright
harsh and saying such an
awful thing to any child is
simply 'bad'. Yes, there are
mischievous kids who go
about pestering people with a
devil-may-care attitude but
that does not mean you
reprimand him like this. There
are better and milder ways to
make the child understand the
difference between good and bad.

6. You're just like your father/mother

Not all married couples are happy living
together and the bitterness in their
relationship often translates into exchange
of unkind words against each other. Some
relationships end in separation too. Either
ways, kids are a witness to this mutual
hostility and criticism. So when you shower

your partner's animosity on your kid, that's when
he begins to lose respect.

7. You always find ways to hurt me

There are times when children hurt their parents'
sentiments by going against their wishes. Most
times it is unintentional but there are kids who do
so on purpose. However, saying something like
the above statement would make your child feel
guilty about his/her decision. He might comply
with your demands to make you happy but you'd
be taking away his right to happiness in the long
run. Let your children take their own decisions
and let them live a guilt-free life.

8. It's better to be childless than have a kid like
you

The above statement is
mostly an extreme
emotional outburst but
can have grave
consequences on the
kid. Unquestionably,
it is the most hurtful
thing you can ever say
to your child. No
matter what the crisis
is, saying something like this could make you
regret for life.

9. Getrid of the bad company of your friends

We (read adults) don't think before making
friends. Neither do children. The only difference
is that we know how to stay away from bad
company and children don't. Their friends mean
the world to them and therefore you cannot just
order them to getanew set of 'good' friends.
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Danish Siddiqui Journalism Award
announced. Entries open now

Honouring fearless
journalism, the Danish

Danish Siddigui,

Siddiqui Foundation
invites entries for its
inaugural award.

Broadcast media.

Prize-winning photojournalist,

a two-time Pulitzer &=
was B

renowned for his fearless story telling &

and eloquent imagery.

Danish was tragically killed while

reporting in Kandahar, Afghanistan,
on July 16, 2021, yet his legacy

endures, inspiring journalists to pursue
impactful journalism with courage and

conviction.

Recoqnising truth,
courage, and integrity in

the media.
e

New Delhi. The Danish Siddiqui
Foundation has unveiled the first ever
Danish Siddiqui Journalism Award to
reward journalists demonstrating bravery,
integrity, empathy, and truthfulness in
their reporting. This award aims o
appreciate significant achievement in
Print, Photojournalism, Digital, and

31,2024,

Army cracks down on ex-
soldiers tarnishing its image
on social media

New Delhi. The Army has initiated strict action against
former soldiers who are allegedly spreading
misinformation and damaging the army’s reputation
on social media. According to sources, Army
headquarters has instructed all commands to
actively monitor social media platforms and file
FIRs against any ex-serviceman found engaging in
such activities.

FIR REGISTERED IN JAIPUR, MORE UNDER
RADAR

In a recent development, an FIR has been registered in
Jaipur against a former soldier accused of repeatedly
making allegations against the army and iis
functioning through a YouTube channel.

Sources suggest that several other ex-servicemen
across different cities are also under the army’s radar
for similar activities. Some of these individuals
reportedly include those who were dismissed from
service due to indiscipline.

ARMY'S STRATEGY, IDENTIFYING AND
PROSECUTING OFFENDERS

To counter this issue, the Army headquarters has
ordered all its commands to continuously monitor
social media, track individuals involved in
spreading false narratives, and take legal action
against them.

Commands have been directed to gather detailed
information on such ex-servicemen, establish their
identities, and file FIRs under relevant sections.
Army Headquarters will actively follow up on these
cases to ensure strict action is taken,

As AAP firefights BJP in Delhi,
where is Arvind Kejriwal?

Since the AAP's debacle in the Delhi Assembly polls,
party chief Arvind Kejriwal has been conspicuous by
his absence and has not been seen at any public events.,
Kejriwal, who was defeated by the BJP's Parvesh
WVerma in New Delhi, was last seen publicly on
February 23 at the AAP legislative party meeting
where Atishi was announced as the leader of the
opposition.

Kejriwal's sudden disappearance has generated
curiosity about his next move, with speculation
gaining ground that he might enter the Rajya Sabha
from Punjab. The buzz started after the AAP
announced that its Rajyva Sabha MP Sanjeev Arora
would contest the Ludhiana West bypoll. The
Congress and the BJP were quick to point out that the
move was to pave the way for Kejriwal's Rajya Sabha
seat. The AAP immediately denied the speculation
with a one-line statement. The party also scotched
rumours about him becoming the Punjab Chief
Minister,

Interestingly, Kejriwal has remained silent even afier
the suspension of 21 AAP MLAs from the Assembly
amid an uproar over the tabling of the CAG report on
Delhi's controversial liquor policy.

WHERE 1S ARVIND KEJRIWAL?

Top sources said Kejriwal was preparing for the
upcoming Assembly elections where the party has
strong roots, particularly Punjab, which is the only
state under the AAP. The idea of contesting polls in
other states with INDIA bloc partners is now in cold
storage as the AAP is not eveing entering the fray in
Bihar. Elections are due in Bihar in November.

For now, the focus of Kejriwal is to win the Ludhiana
West bypoll and subsequently prepare for the 2027
Punjab Assembly election. Sources said Kejriwal's
daily routine involves regular meetings with party
leaders with key roles in Punjab. The AAP chiefis also
taking feedback from ground-level workers in the
state. A number of meetings were held recently at
Kejriwal's residence with Punjab leaders and the in-
charge of the state. Taking a cue from the Delhi
debacle, where AAP lost power to the BIP after a
decade, the party's core focus 1s now on organisational
strength and governance model. Former Delhi deputy
chief minister and senior leader Manish Sisodia has
been frequently wvisiting schools m Punjab, The
Punjab government has decided to expedite the
reform of government schools and the entire
education sector on the basis of AAP's "Delhi model”.

The entries are judged on a relevance and
impact matrix while observing ethical
standards with particular attention to new
and unheard stories,

A distinguished panel of senior journalists
will assess the nominations:

AWARD CATEGORIES AND o
ELIGIBILITY

The award is available to all Indian
nationals,
correspondents working in India.
Submissions must be based on work done
between January 1,

including foreign

2024 and December

Rajdeep Sardesai:
journalist and news anchor.
Vaishna Roy: Senior journalist,

Kishalay Bhattacharjee:
School
Communication,

Gabrielle Fonseca: South Asia editor at
Reuters Pictures.

Speaking about the award, Rajdeep Sardesai
said, “1 am honored to be a part of a jury to
decide on the awards that are being

A wveteran Indian

Dean, Jindal
of Journalism and

instituted in the name of Danish
Siddiqui, a photojournalist, who, in
the truest sense of words,

represented the best wvalues of

journalism. Danish with his ground
reporting, with his photography,
stood for courage, he stood for
truth, he stood for empathy. | would
encourage all journalists out there
to apply for the award and celebrate
Danish’s legacy by doing the kind
of meaningful, impactful work that
we would like to honor and
recognise.”

SUBMISSION DEADLINE AND
CEREMONY DETAILS

MNominations will be accepted until March
31,2025, The awards ceremony 15 planned
for May 4, 2025 in New Delhi. As Akhtar
Siddiqui, a member of the foundation
board, put it, the purpose of the award is to
honour journalists who report as per the
ethos of Danish description of journalism,
which is “a reflection of the consciousness
of society.”

Bajrang Dal's 'love jihad' tableau on
Maha Shivratri sparks row in Bihar

New Delhi. A tableau themed around
"Love Jihad" in a Maha Shivratri
procession organised by Bajrang Dal in
Bihar's Munger has triggered a major
political row. The grand procession,
which featured owver 50 tableaux,
toured the city before concluding at the
Mankeshwar Nath Mahadev Temple.

One of the tableaux depicted alleged
atrocities commitied by Muslims
against Hindu girls and included a
refrigerator with dolls representing
chopped-up women, visually
suggesting a girl's body cut into pieces.

The tableau also featured newspaper
cuttings of crimes against Hindu
women, adding to the controversy.
Slogans reading, "If you abandon your
religion, you will be tomn apart," were
also displayed. The tableau drew sharp
criticism from opposition parties, with

RID leader Mrityunjay Tiwari

Dal-BJP tableau? he asked,

accusing the ruling JD(LU) of failing to  Defending the procession, LIP{R) leader

maintain communal harmony.
"An attempt is being made to spoil the

atmosphere...
hatched to incite riots...
‘love jihad' theme shown on Shivratri?
Mitish Kumar says there will be no
Hindu-Muslim conflict in Bihar, but
will the JD(U) oppose this Bajrang

A conspiracy 1s being
Why was a

Dhirendra Munna pointed out that
multiple tableaux were part of the event
and argued that singling out one was
unfair. "There were many tableaux,
but questioning just one is not right...
Law and order in Bihar is good,"” he
said. Hindustani Awam Morcha
leader Shyam Sunder Sharan also
defended the stale government's
stance, emphasising that the
authorities were keeping a close
watch on the situation.
"The law in Bihar is vigilant... The
government is keeping an eye on
everything... We will not let Bihar's
harmony be disturbed... Everyone has
the right to express their feelings, but
the government is alert to ensure that
harmony is not disrupted,” he said

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar on Kumbh water row:
Ganga doesn't allow bacterial growth

New Delhi. Spiritual leader 511 Sni Ravi

Shankar sad it was the devotion of

people that drove crores to the Maha
Kumbh, which culminated on
Wednesday, asserting that it
showcased the rich diversity
and the spiritual wealth of
India. In an exclusive
interview with India Today's
Rajdeep Sardesai, Ravi
Shankar also weighed in on
the controversy over high
faccal coliform detected in
the water at Prayagraj,
saying scientists have found
that Ganga is one of the
waorld's most robust bodies of
water,

"l see only three things that are the
driving force for crores of devotees -

faith, faith, faith. It is the devotion of

people that is driving them. The
festival is deeply ingrained in the
psyche of India," Ravi Shankar, who is
the founder of the Art of Living
Foundation, said.

The Maha Kumbh, billed as the world's
largest religious gathering that takes
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place after 12 years, concluded on
Wednesday, with over 67 crore
devotees taking the holy dip since
January 13.

v
.

The spiritual leader, who has lakhs of
followers across the world, said taking
a holy dip was a way to "uplift one's
spirit to higher consciousness”.

"A dip can bring you back 1o vour trug
nature. Taking a holy dip is a way to
uplift one's spirit to higher
consciousness, forgiving the past and
forgetting the past and coming to the
present,” he said.

Weighing in on the controversy over a

report by the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) that found alarming
levels of 'faecal coliform' bacteria in
the Ganga, Ravi Shankar said
the river was known for its
"self-purification abilities".
"Scientists have come up with
experiments on Ganga water,
saying how it is the most
robust water which purifies
itself and does not allow
bacteria to grow in it. There
could be issues, but the quality
of the water, as per scientists,
is something very amazing
and authenticates what our
belief has been for
millenniums," he said. The spiritual
leader said previously people and
political leaders would come to the
Kumbh and take dips "undercover”.
"They would feel so ashamed. We were
not honouring our roots. Now that is
gone. We are proudly proclaiming who
we are. We are honest to ourselves, that
dishonesty, that deceit, hypocrisy is
gone,"” he said.
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Out on bail, Pune rape
accused used mask to
hide identity, manhunt to
arrest him

A history-sheeter out on bail
since 2019 allegedly raped a 26-
year-old woman inside a
stationary state transport bus
at the busy Swargate bus

station in Pune.

New Delhi. Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar on Wednesday said the Pune rape
case accused deserves nothing but the death
penalty. He said he has directed the Pune police
commissioner to investigate the alleged rape of a
woman inside a stationary state transport bus at
the Swargate depot and swifily arrest the
accused,

The accused, who is on the run, used a mask to hide
his identity after the crime. The Pune Crime
Branch has deployed 13 teams along with a dog
squad to amest the accused. Additionally, a
bounty of Rs 1 lakh has been announced by the
police for anyone providing information about
the accused.

A 26-year-old woman was allegedly raped inside a
stationary state transport bus at the Swargate
depot in Pune on Tuesday morning. The accused,
identified as 36-vear-old Dattatrava Ramdas
Crade, was out on bail for a previous criminal
case. Gade is a history-sheeter with several
criminal cases registered against him at Shirur,
Shikrapur, and Swargate police stations. The
accused is currently on the run.

Ajit Pawar instructed the Pune Police
Commissioner 1o investigate the incident
thoroughly and arrest the accused at the earliest,

“The incident of rape at the Swargate bus station is
extremely unfortunate, painful, infuriating, and
shameful to all in civilised society. The crime
committed by the accused is unforgivable, and
there can be no other punishment for him than
death. 1 have directed the Pune police
commissioner to personally look into this matter
and arrest the accused immediately,” Pawar said.

Pawar said that the Maharashtra Chief Minister
has also taken note of the incident and given
necessary instructions to the police,

"Instructions have been given to the Minister of
Women and Child Development and the
Chairperson of the State Women's Commission
to provide justice, psychological support, and all
possible assistance to the vielim," he added.

PUNERAPE CASE

The incident happened when the woman was
waiting for a bus for Phaltan in adjoining Satara
district at one of the platforms at around 5.45 am.

According to the woman, as she was waiting for
the bus, a man approached and engaged her in
conversation, calling her “didi® (sister). and said
the bus for Satara had arrived at another
platform.

He took her to an empty "Shiv Shahi' AC bus
parked elsewhere on the sprawling station
premises. As the lights inside the bus were not
on, she hesitated to get in at first, but the man
convinced her that it was the right vehicle. He
then followed her inside and raped her before
fleeing, the woman told police.

Police are examining CCTV footage of the
Swargate bus station and nearby areas, and
seeking technical assistance for clues and to
track down the accused.

Maharashtra woman battles for life in US
after road accident, famlly seeks visa

New Delhi. A woman from

As a result of the

accident on
February 14,
Neelam Shinde
suffered serious
injuries to her
head, hands,
legs and chest.
She also had to

undergo
immediate

surgery and is

currently in
critical condition.

Maharashtra’s Satara district
is currently battling for her
life in a hospital in the US
after she suffered critical
injuries in a road accident.
Meelam Shinde's family is
seeking the Centre's help 1o
get a visa immediately so that
they can visit her. According
to information, the accident
took place on February 14
and a person has been
arrested in connection.
Shinde's family was informed
two days later by her
roommate.

Shinde suffered serious injuries

to her head, hands, legs and
chest. She also had to undergo
immediate surgery due to the
head injury.

In the wake of her condition,

the hospital sent an e-mail to the family,
asking them to come to the US as soon as

possible.

A few days ago, Shinde's mother also died.
As the family is facing trouble with acquiring an

immediate visa to the US, it has sought the vy,
Central government's help with efforts also to
provide all kinds of required medical
assistance.
Speaking to the media, Neelam Shinde's uncle

said the family went to the
passport office to gel an
immediate visa and also
approached Union Minister
Murlidhar Mohol, former MP
Shriniwas Patil, and former MLA
Balasaheb Patil (both from
Satara).

"But they (family) were left in
disappointment. There has been
no help from the government till
date,” he added.

Meanwhile, NCP (SP) leader
Supriva Sule sought External
Affairs Minister § Jaishankar to
help the Shinde family get a US
Visa,

Tagging Jaishankar and the
External Affairs Ministry in a
tweet on Wednesday, Sule said,
"Student Neelam Shinde has met
with an accident in the USA and is
hospitalised in a local hospital.”

father, Tanaji Shinde, from Satara,

Maharashtra, India, urgently needs to visit his

daughter due to a medical emergency. Tanaj

Shinde has applied for an urgent visa to the

USA and requires assistance,” she added.
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Being a teenager
can not only turn
out to he stressful

OArant

Dealing with a teen

While you've lived through your kid's 'terrible
twos' that involved him'her crying for hours in
the might, dealing with a teenager can lead to
anxious times for many parents. This is the
time when your child goes through hormonal
changes, leading to physical as well as
behavioural changes. This is also a time when
peers take over a more important role in your
child's life leaving you feeling neglected, Says
child psychologist Niru Chheda, "Teenage is a
very sensitive period and parenting a teenager
is very difficult, especially in today's times
where the kids are exposed to the world
through technology.” Here's your guide to

menstruation once she gets her first period.
This would only make her press the panic
button. Instead, start carlier. Answer the early
guestions that your kid has about his‘her body,
the difference between boys and girls or where
do babies come from. This will also stop your
kid from surfing the internet trving to find
answers,

Listen to your kid

According to Dr Pavan Sonar, the most
common mistake parents make is that they
often judge their kids, They expect their child
to act like an adult at this age and ridicule
him‘her for the smallest mistake, Dr Sonar
says, "Parents should listen to what their kid
has to say."

Don't pressurise

"Parents set standards for their child by talking
about the things they used to do when they
were of their kid's age. This is hikely to
additional pressure on yvour child, Instead, itis
important that you understand today's
generation and set realistic expectations,"” says

There's no point telling your daughter about

dealing with your kid's teen years. Chheda
Startearly Empathise

for your kid, but
even for you.

If yvou are unable to understand your kid's
situation as a parent, put yourself in his'her
shoes, Understand that your teen is going
through emotional stress and accept the fact
that what may not be a big deal to you could
be an issue yvour child.

Communicate
A free, two-way communication between
parents and kid is most important. Engage in
activities that involve bonding with vour
child, be it going for movies or dinners
together, Working parents, especially, find it
difficult to spend sufficient time with theirkid
and this may lead to lack of communication.
“A friendly environment will encourage vour
kid to share hisher worries with
you, A parent's job is o
show the right path in those
siluations, in non-
authoritarian way,” says
Dr Sonar.

Respect privacy
While it is important to
monitor what your child
15 upto, it 15 equally
essential to know when
to back off and respect
' his‘her privacy. Giving
- your kid his‘her space
will ensure that he/she
turns into an
independent adult.

Be a friend
more than a
parent

AL this age, your kad 15 looking
more for a friend in you rather than a strict
parent. "Often, parents have tears in their eyes
when they come o me secking help because
their child is not talking to them, You need to
be patient. Take mnterest in your Kid's friends
and if you are objecting to any particular
behaviour of your kid, give a reason.” says
Chheda.

Dos and don'ts when dealing
with ateen

Dos

-Listen to your kid

-Encourage sharing

-Share your experiences o guide them

-Keep anon threatening atmosphere at home
-Take interest in his‘her friends

-Bond with your child by doing things he/she
likes

-Be patient

-Seta good example

Don'ts

-Preach your kid

-Snap at them

-Ridicule or judge them
-Beaneglecting parent

-Hate them for their mistakes

Indian society may not be even close to losing faith
in the institution of marriage or the overhyped
yvearning for sons, but some women are daring fo
break tradition. An increasing number of women is
opting for in vitro fertilization (IVF) and daring to
tread the brave new path to being single mothers.
And contrary to its image, society scems to be rather
open Lo the concept,

Documentary filmmaker Anindita Sarbadhicari,
who mothered a son through IVF a year ago, feels
society has come a long way vis-a-vis acceptance
for all things radical. "We always fear society's
reaction. But when my son Aarush came into my
life, the reception amazed me, We were showered
with love. All the people 1 know — even
middle-class Bengali women,
traditionally considered
troublemakers — were protective
of my son. I didn't face a

single negative /’

experience all through my pregnancy and the past
year since his birth. I've also had school principals
calling me up, asking me not to worry about his
admission."” As for her decision to become a single
mother, Anindita said, "We live only once and |
wanted to make the most of my life, [ wantedto bea
mother, but there was no man in my life. I knew I
could meet someone and get married at 50, But
motherhood would be out of question by then. So1
decided to juggle the chronology a bit and be a
maother first, The best apart was that the country's
law allowed me to do so."
Revealing that her four-five-
year stay in Europe had
brought her in contact witha
lot of single mothers,
sowing the seed of an idea
\ to become one herself
. Anindita said her attempts
A to coneeive started when

she was 35, but it took her two-and-a-half years to
get there, "1 was scared of anonymous donors. My
only priority was high 1), as that's the only thing in
aman that attracts me,"” she added.

Afeer Anindita’s story was highlighted by the
media, her doctor Biju Singh started receiving cases
every month. This growingdemand for IVF was
corroborated by gynaecologist Dr Gautam
Khastgir. "People from all strata of society are
coming in for IVF, especially after knowing that itis
an casy procedure, Society, too, has accepted it
whole-heartedly. T get approximately two patients
every month,” he said. Dr Khastgir said most of his
patients were women who hadn't found the right
man yet or wanted a child after divoree or lesbian
couples desiring babics,

Government employee Kalidasi Halder, 55, who
had a daughter through IVF last December, said, "1
am unmarried, but wanted to become a mother,
Though T dilly-dallied for two-three vears fearing
societal reactions, after giving birth, 1 realized that
there were two types of people — those who looked
away, and those who welcomed us with open arms.
My colleagues not only took me to the hospital, but
also pot me discharged and looked after us. Yes,
support was less, but it wasn't non-existent.”

"I think it's very important for girls to be
financially independent to take such a step,”
Kalidasi added. City schools, too, are equally open
to accepting children of single mothers. Ranu
Biswas, headmistress of the primary section of
Bharativa Vidya Bhavan, said, "We still haven't
received any application for admission of a child of
asingle mother.

But if I do, such children would be treated on a par
with other students.”Sunita Sen, principal of The
BSS School, added, "We welcome children of
single parents. A child is a child, whether he has one
parent or both. Our only concern is quality
parenthood — whether the mother can give the
child proper attention.”
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Sensex, Nifty open higher as
banking and financial stocks
gain in early trade

New Delhi. Benchmark stock market indices
opened higher on Thursday, driven by gains in
heavyweight banking and financial sector stocks in
early trade.

The S&P BSE Sensex gained 115.61 points to
74,717.73, while the NSE NiftyS0 added37.30
points to 22,584.85 as of 9:20 AM.Dr. V K
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit
Financial Services said that since a broad rally in
the market will need indications of recovery in
growth and earnings, investors can focus on micros
rather than macros in the near-term."Plenty of
stock-specific action ahead, despite headwinds
from FII selling and Trump tariffs news. Sharp
correction in the broader market has made the
valuations in certain segments attractive. Defence
stocks, which had run up too much too fast, have
corrected sharply making

In FY25, so far, FlIs have sold stocks in the cash
market for Rs 3,87,976 crores. Interestingly, the
DIIs have more than compensated for this selling
through buying for Rs 5,55,519 crores. Despite
this, the market has been trending down. It is
possible that the activity of HNIs, UHNIs and
family offices which are not reflected in the DII
data are also impacting the market. This smart
investor category might have been on the sell side
since they move with the fundamentals, and,
fundamentals have been deteriorating with the
cyclical slowdown in GDP growth and corporate
earnings.

Spicelet turns net worth
positive first time in a
decade; reports Q3 PAT at Rs
26 crore

NEW DELHI. Low-cost carrier Spicelet reported a
net loss of Rs 441.7 crore for the July-September
quarter but bounced back to profit in the October-
December (Q3FY25) quarter. The airline posted a
net profit of Rs 26 crore in Q3FY25 on revenue of
Rs 1,651 Crore. Ajay Singh, Chairman and
Managing Director of SpiceJet said that for the first
time in a decade, the company has turned net worth
positive — an important milestone that underscores
the success of our turnaround strategy.

“The past is behind us, and we are now firmly focused
on building a stronger, more resilient future for
Spicelet,” added Singh.

The airline’s successful Rs 3,000 Crore Qualified
Institutional Placement (QIP), which saw
participation from leading global investors has
significantly strengthened its financial position,
said SpiceJet. This has enabled the resolution of
major legacy liabilities, fleet expansion, and
accelerated operational growth.Singh added that
they have significantly strengthened our balance
sheet, resolved key disputes, and are continuously
expanding our fleet. He informed that SpiceJet is in
discussions with OEMs for advanced deliveries of
aircraft and is actively exploring both organic and
inorganic growth opportunities.Debojo Maharshi,
Chief Business Officer, Spicelet, said, that strong
demand and effective network optimization are
expected to drive a double-digit growth in RASKs
during the fourth quarter of FY25 compared to the
previous year. “This anticipated increase will not
only enhance our revenue streams but also
significantly improve our cash flows, contributing
to the overall financial health of the company and
enabling us to invest in key initiatives,” added
Mabharishi.

Paytm partners with Al
startup Perplexity to offer
in-app search for users

New Delhi. Fintech major Paytm said on Thursday it
will partner with Perplexity to integrate the artificial
intelligence (AI) startup’s search features with its
application.

Paytm said the integration will allow its customers
users to ask questions, explore topics in Indian
languages and make financial decisions. The Noida-
based company described the collaboration as a
“major step” in integrating Al and mobile payments.
The chatbot will be available as a button on the Paytm
app. The launch of the collaborative consumer-facing
feature comes more than a year after Paytm said it
used Al automation internally, leading to a 10-15 per
cent reduction in employee costs.Paytm founder

”g_’m

pay =

Payrm ‘

Vijay Shekhar Sharma said the shift from search to
Al-driven actionable insights needs local data
training and the industry is moving towards that. He
was speaking on X Spaces alongside Perplexity’s co-
founder Aravind Srinivas.

“This collaboration is a step towards a future where Al
enhances everyday interactions and digital
experiences for all,” Srinivas said. Perplexity gives
answers to users’ questions from real-time sources.

“Al is transforming the way people access information
and make decisions. With Perplexity, we are bringing
the power of Al to millions of Indian consumers,
making knowledge and financial services more
seamless and accessible,” Sharma said. “...the need
for instant and reliable information to support
informed decision-making is increasing—whether in
managing finances, exploring market trends, or
making daily choices,” said Paytm.

New Delhi. The government is planning

A senior government official quoted in

Attimes, the employee does not provide

joining a new organisation. Hence,
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Stock market today: Top 3 stocks that
could deliver good return in near term

I
Since peaking at an all-time
high in September last year,
Dalal Street has seen nearly a
12% correction, leading
investors to search for stocks
that could offer gains despite
market uncertainty.

e ——

New Delhi. Stock markets are set to resume
trading on Thursday after a holiday break
on February 26 for Maha Shivratri. The
market has been volatile, with the Nifty
and Sensex struggling to hold gains as
investors remain cautious.Since peaking
at an all-time high in September last year,
Dalal Street has seen nearly a 12%
correction, leading investors to search for
stocks that could offer short-term gains
despite market uncertainty.Analysts

believe certain stocks, particularly in the
non-banking financial company (NBFC)
segment, could deliver positive returns
in the near term.Aditya Gaggar, Director
of Progressive Shares, said that the
Nifty50 ended slightly lower at
22,548 in the previous session,
with the overall trend remaining
bearish. The key support and =
resistance levels for the index
stand at 22,400 and 22,720,
respectively. BankNifty is also
moving within a defined range of
48,450-48,840.

Gaggar pointed out that FMCG
stocks are approaching a crucial
support zone, which could provide

Research & Advisory at Master Capital
Services, said the stock has broken out of
a downward-sloping consolidation
pattern, signalling renewed bullish
momentum.He explained that the stock is

strength in the uptrend. Additionally, the

Moving Average Convergence

Divergence (MACD) has given a bullish

crossover, further confirming the upward

movement.Upadhyay said that
Cholamandalam Finance
Holdings has the potential to reach
Rs 1,698 and then Rs 1,720 in the
near term, while Rs 1,476 remains
a key support level. He
recommended buying at the
current levels, with dips providing
opportunities for additional
accumulation.

Ajit Mishra — SVP, Research,
Religare Broking Ltd said that
markets will take cues from global
trends in early trade, followed by a

a buying opportunity if the support
holds. However, the IT and Metal
sectors are expected to remain
under selling pressure.

"On the stock front, certain NBFC

P

shift in focus to the monthly expiry
of February’s derivatives
A contracts."We maintain our 'sell
on rise' stance on the benchmark

stocks, particularly Bajaj Finance, Bajaj
Finserv, and Cholamandalam Holdings,
are showing strong technical strength and
could see further upside in the near term,"
he added.Vishnu Kant Upadhyay, AVP —

trading above both the 21-day and 200-
day exponential moving averages (EMA),
which reinforces a positive trend. The
Relative Strength Index (RSI) at 58.61 is
moving higher, indicating increasing

while advising a balanced approach in
stock positions. Meanwhile, investors can
start accumulating quality stocks,
available at attractive valuations." said
Mishra.

5 PSU banks may see government
stake sale of up to 20%: Report

to sell up to 20% of its stake in five
public sector banks (PSBs) over the
next four years, according to a report
by Business Standard.The stake sale

in public banks is aimed at meeting

the Securities and Exchange Board of

India’s (Sebi) minimum public

shareholding norms, which require

listed companies to have at least 25%

of'their shares held by the public.

the report said that the government is
working on a plan in consultation
with the Department of Investment
and Public Asset Management
(DIPAM), the Department of Financial
Services (DFS), and state-run
banks.“This will be done to comply
with the Securities and Exchange
Board of India’s (Sebi’s) minimum

Every time you join a new
company, give your employer
the existing UAN so they don't
create another. If they've
already made a new one, you
need to merge it with your old

Business Standard.The
where the government is looking to
reduce its shareholding are Bank of

one.

New Delhi. If you’ve switched jobs a

few times, chances are you’ve ended
up with more than one Universal
Account Number (UAN) from the
Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO). That’s a mess
you need to fix, or you might lose
track of your money. Hence, it is
advisable to keep consolidate all your
previous UANSs and consolidate with
the latest one to avoid
confusion. WHY MULTIPLE UANs?

his UAN or EPF account at the time of

the new employers register a fresh one
because either you didn’t give them

public-shareholding norms. While
market conditions will be considered,
the government plans to use both the
offer for sale (OFS) and qualified

institutional placement (QIP) routes,"
said a senior govt official as quoted by

five banks

your old UAN or your last
employer didn’t update your
exit date properly in the EPFO
system. If this info isn’t in the
system on time, the EPFO might
just generate a brand-new UAN
for you.FIX UP THE MESS:
MEGE YOUR UANs

You can merge all your EPF accounts
under one UAN. Every time you joina
new company, give them your
existing UAN so they don’t create
another. If they’ve already made a
new one, you need to merge it with
your old one.

HOW TO CONSOLIDATE
MULTIPLE UANsLog on to the
member sewa portal. Select ‘One
Member -
(Transfer Request)’ under the ‘Online
Services’ tab. Here, your personal

One EPF Account

Maharashtra, Indian Overseas Bank,
UCO Bank, Central Bank of India, and
Punjab and Sind Bank. In each of these
banks, the government’s stake will be
brought down to below 75% in a
phased manner.On February 25, it
was also reported that DIPAM had
invited bids from merchant bankers
to assist with the stake sale in public
sector banks and other listed public
financial institutions.The Request
for Proposal (RFP) issued by
DIPAM states that the selected
merchant bankers will be
empanelled for three years, with the
option of extending their term for an
additional year.These bankers will
provide guidance on the timing and
structure of the government’s equity
dilution in these banks and financial
institutions.

Do you have multiple UANs Here's how to merge them

details and current EPF account will
be shown.Now, for PF transfer, the
employee must get the old account
either attested by the previous
employer or the new employer.
However, opting for the current
employer fastens the processing.
Submit the old UAN or PF account
number and click 'Get
Details.Verify the information,
generate an OTP and submit.
After the request is submitted, the
current employer will be required
to approve the request.
Thereafter, the EPFO will
process and merge the previous
accounts with the current
one.Now, keep checking the
portal to track the merger status.
Important: Your old EPF accounts must
be KYC compliant for this to work. If
you have multiple old accounts, you
have to merge them one by one.
ALTERNATIVE WAY
You can also email
uanepf@epfindia.gov.in with both
your old and new UANs. EPFO will
verify, deactivate the extra UANs, and
keep just one active. After that, you’ll
need to claim the money from the
deactivated UAN and transfer it to the
active one.

Best place to invest: Why
is World Bank bullish on
India despite Fll sell-off

New Delhi. Dalal Street has been jittery and has
seen a nearly 12% correction since it peaked at an
all-time high in September last year.The major
reason has been the FIIs selling stocks, leading to
dampening market investment, but the World
Bank thinks the move might not be the right one.

The World Bank has said that India remains the best
place to invest, even as foreign institutional
mvestors (FIIs) continue to pull money out of the
stock market.World Bank Country Director
Auguste Tano Kouame, while speaking at the
Advantage Assam 2.0 Business Summit,
dismissed concerns over the recent market
downturn and reaffirmed confidence in India’s
growth."We are not worried about India's growth
at the moment. We are very bullish about India
and will remain bullish," Kouame said. He urged
investors to focus on the bigger picture, adding
that India is "the shining light in the world" and a
prime destination for investment.The statement
comes at a time when the Indian stock market has
been under pressure due to heavy selling by FIIs.
Since October 2024, FIIs have withdrawn nearly
Rs 2 lakh crore from the Indian stock market,
leading to a decline of over 10% in the Sensex.

Midcap and smallcap stocks have been hit even
harder, with the BSE Midcap index falling 19%
and the BSE Smallcap index dropping 21%
during the same period.The trend has continued
into 2025, with FIIs offloading almost Rs 1 lakh
crore worth of shares in just 33 trading sessions
until February 14.India is not alone in witnessing
these outflows, as several other emerging
markets, including Brazil, Indonesia, Malaysia,
the Philippines, South Korea, Taiwan, and
Vietnam, have also faced similar trends. The only
exception has been Thailand, which has attracted
$17 million in FII inflows.Experts believe that the
FII sell-off is largely driven by rising bond yields
in the US. Higher yields have made American
assets more attractive, prompting global investors
to shift money away from emerging markets like
India. Vipul Bhowar, Senior Director of Listed
Investments at Waterfield Advisors, explained
that FIIs are choosing the stability of US equities
over Indian stocks.Another factor impacting
investor sentiment is the slowdown in corporate
sales growth. In the December 2024 quarter, the
combined gross sales of Nifty50 companies grew
by 6.6% year-on-year, down from 9.2% in the
same quarter the previous year. This slowdown
has made investors more cautious about Indian
stocks.Despite these challenges, India’s broader
economic fundamentals remain strong.However,
analysts warn that external risks could continue to
affect market sentiment. Shrikant Chouhan, Head
of Equity Research at Kotak Securities, pointed
out that concerns such as US tariffs on Indian
exports, domestic economic uncertainty, and
weak corporate earnings in the third quarter of
FY25 have contributed to market volatility.

Mahindra SA inks MoU to explore auto
production feasibility in South Africa

The study will allow
Mahindra South Africa
and IDC to make an
informed assessment
hefore any future
decisions are taken

New Delhi. Mahindra South Africa, the
local subsidiary of the Indian automative

giant, has signed a Memorandum of

Understanding with the Industrial
Development Corporation (IDC) to

undertake an in-depth feasibility study on
the potential establishment of a

Completely Knocked Down (CKD)
vehicle assembly facility in the country.
Mahindra South Africa is also in the process
of increasing its productive capacity at its
assembly facility operation by AIH
Logistics in KwaZulu-Natal province as
it enters a third decade in the country,
which it often refers to as "Mahindra's

Mabhindra has become the fastest-

second home."

Reaching the milestone of our 25,000th
locally assembled Pik Up is (a) testament
to Mahindra's growing footprint and
long-term commitment to South Africa,"
said Rajesh Gupta, CEO of
Mahindra South
Africa.Mahindra & Mahindra
Ltd"As we continue to
strengthen our operations, this
MoU allows us to explore the
feasibility of expanding our
local assembly capabilities.
This study will provide
valuable insights into the
potential for deeper integration
into South Africa's automotive
landscape while supporting the
country's industrial growth
objectives, Gupta added.

growing brand in the country in
recent years with sales of its
vehicles tailor-made for the local market,
especially its pickup, which beat more
established Japanese and European
brands.The MoU marks a significant step
in evaluating the potential for expanded
local manufacturing, with a detailed study

set to examine key factors such as South
Africa's automotive industry incentives,
export market potential, workforce
development, and supply chain
infrastructure. Additionally, the study will

assess logistics and supply chain
feasibility, including potential locations,
to determine how Mabhindra can further
integrate into the country's industrial
landscape, including New Energy
Vehicles (NEV).The partners emphasised

that though the MoU signals Mahindra's

intent to explore local manufacturing

opportunities, it is purely an evaluation at

this stage, and no commitment has been

made toward establishing a CKD facility
yet.

The study will allow Mahindra
South Africa and IDC to make
an informed assessment before
any future decisions are
taken.Acting Divisional
Executive for Industry
Planning and Project
Development at the IDC Rian
Coetzee said Mahindra's
commitment to the feasibility
study aligns with the objectives
of the South African
Automotive Master Plan
(SAAM) 2035, which aims to
strengthen the competitiveness
of the country as an automotive
assembly location.Depending

on the outcome of the feasibility study,

there is great potential for the company to
increase its production output in South

Africa a factor that has the potential to

create employment opportunities, said

Coetzee.
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PAK vs BAN: Bangladesh,

Pakistan look to salvage pride
as rain threat looms large

Pakistan and Bangladesh have nothing to lose
when they face off in the penultimate Group
A match on Thursday, 27th February, in the
Champions Trophy 2025 at the Rawalpindi
Cricket Stadium. Both teams have already
been eliminated from the competition but
will aim to avoid finishing at the bottom of
the points table.However, there is a
significant chance that rain could spoil the
game. With an 88 per cent likelihood of rain
throughout the match and clouds hovering
over the venue, there’s a real possibility that
the encounter could be interrupted. Earlier,
the match between Australia and South
Africa was abandoned without a ball being
bowled, and the upcoming clash may end up
being a damp squib.As the host nation,
Pakistan has not had the best tournament.
Despite having quality players, they failed to
make it to the semi-finals. In their opening
game, Pakistan suffered a 60-run defeat at
the hands of New Zealand, followed by a six-
wicket hammering by India at the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium.

Mohammad Rizwan began his tenure as

Pakistan’s captain with three consecutive
series wins against Zimbabwe, Australia,
and South Africa. However, the absence of
key opening batsmen Saim Ayub and Fakhar
Zaman significantly impacted their
performance. Additionally, their decision to
include just one specialist spinner, Abrar
Ahmed, backfired.Also Read: Even MS
Dhoni couldn't have done anything with
Rizwan's team: Ex-Pakistan captain

The pace trio of Shaheen Shah Afridi, Naseem
Shah, and Haris Rauf also leaked runs at an
alarming rate. Babar Azam showed some
promise against India, with five boundaries
in his 23-run knock, but was unable to return
to his best. The only thing Pakistan can now
hope for is to finish with a win in front of
their home crowd.

Can Bangladesh finish on a high?

Before the Champions Trophy began, Najmul
Hossain Shanto stated that Bangladesh
would enter the tournament with the aim of
winning it. Unfortunately, the Tigers failed
to live up to expectations, exiting the
competition after back-to-back losses to
India and New Zealand. It is clear that
Shanto’s side have not lived up to the
promise they showed in pre-tournament
statements.

No emotional statements: Jos
Buttler on cartamcy future
after England's exit

New Delhi. Jos Buttler opened up on his
future as England captain after the Three
Lions failed to qualify for the semi-finals of
the Champions Trophy 2025. On
Wednesday, February 28, England lost to
Afghanistan by eight runs at the Gaddafi
Stadium in Lahore. After losing to Australia
by five wickets, Buttler’s men faltered
against the Afghans and failed to go through
to the next round.Back in 2023, Buttler
couldn’t take his team through to the World
Cup semis after which England failed to
defend their T20 World Cup title under his
leadership. Before the Champions Trophy,
England lost 0-3 to India in the bilateral
series and failed to take any momentum into
the multi-nation event.

Champions Trophy: Full Coverage | Points
Table

Buttler didn’t give an ‘emotional statements’
on his captaincy, but said that England
should ‘consider all possibilities’. With
Buttler as ODI captain, England have won 18

out of 44 matches and lost 25 while one
match didn’t produce a result. |[AFG vs ENG:
Highlights|“I don't want to say any
emotional statements right now. But I think
for myself and the other guys at the top, we
should consider all possibilities,” Butter was
quoted as saying in the post-match
presentation ceremony.

Buttler praises Joe RootAfter being asked to
chase down a stiff target of 326, England
were bowled out for 317 in 49.5 overs. Joe
Root scored 120 off 111 balls with 11 fours
and a six to keep England in the hunt, but his
efforts went in vain. Buttler lauded Root for
the way he handled pressure."He played an
unbelievable innings tonight. The way to
handle pressure in a run-chase. He needed
one of the other top six batters to stay in with
him and take the game deeper,” Buttler
added.England’s last and final Group B
game is against Temba Bavuma’s South
Africa on Saturday, March 1 at the National
Stadium in Karachi.
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New Delhi.

Dope suspended wrestlers at lIS
camp, Dangal raise eyebrows

The camp was organised in
Vijayanagar, Karnataka close on
the heels of an Mol signed
between the United World
Wrestling and Inspire Institute of
Sport during the 2024 Paris

Olympics

CHENNAL An international camp held for
women wrestlers at the Inspire Institute of
Sport (IIS) last month and Haryana Dangal
organised by the charitable trust on February
19 and 20 have come under the scanner due
to participation of athletes serving
provisional suspensions for dope violations.

The camp was organised at the IIS,
Vijayanagar, Karnataka close on the heels of
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
signed between the United World Wrestling
(UWW) and IIS during the 2024 Paris
Olympics last year. "This strategic
partnership is designed to foster
collaboration and enhance the development
of wrestling in India by establishing a

framework for mutually beneficial
programs, projects, and activities," said an
UWW statement soon after the signing of the
MoU.Incidentally, an exposure trip to Italy
was also planned for a few men and women
wrestlers by the IIS after the completion of

the camp. One of the selected wrestlers for &=

the trip too was provisionally suspended by
the World Anti Doping Agency (for
SARMS) after prohibited substances were
found in his sample taken during an
international tournament in July 2023.

The trip, however, is unlikely to go ahead with
chances of selection trials for the Asian
Championships next month. Besides, the

Italy Federation has enquired its Indian |

counterpart (Wrestling Federation of India)
about the trip and the latter has clarified that
itis not part of the plan and the list contains a
provisionally suspended wrestler."I cannot
comment on the issue," was the response
from an IIS official when queried about the
participation of a provisionally suspended
wrestler in the camp. He, however, said the
tour may not go ahead due to the proposed
selection trials.Meanwhile, Siyanand, head
of IIS, Hisar, who was also the tournament
director at the Haryana Dangal, accepted the
woman wrestler had participated in the
camp. "She has been provisionally

suspended, that's why she was allowed in the
camp. Again that's what my opinion is as
only higher officials at the IIS can talk about
this elaborately," Siyanand told this
daily.Speaking on suspended wrestlers

competing in the Dangal including the
above-mentioned woman wrestler, he said,
"The said woman wrestler was disqualified
ahead of her bouts. We spoke to the National
Anti Doping Agency and once we got
confirmation from it then we didn't allow her
to participate."Interestingly, quite a few
suspended wrestlers competed at the
tournament with a few of them winning a
bout or two. "We prevented a few from
competing but as we didn't have any
comprehensive list of suspended wrestlers,
there is a possibility that a few might have

Atghanistan replicate Delhi heroics to
show World Cup win was no fluke

Champions Trophy 2025: Afghanistan are

one win away from securing their

maiden semi-final berth in the history of

the tournament. On Wednesday,
Hashmatullah Shahidi's men beat
England by eight runs and knocked the
Three Lions out of the competition.

Never count out Afghanistan.
NEVER! The team may have suffered a
107-run defeat against South Africa and
seemed in trouble, but Hashmatullah
Shahidi’s men scripted a remarkable
comeback to knock England out of the
Champions Trophy. In their maiden
appearance in the mega event, Afghanistan
now stands a realistic chance of qualifying
for the semi-finals.In the 2023 ODI World
Cup on Indian soil, Afghanistan looked
down and out after defeats to Bangladesh
and India in their first two games. However,
under Hashmatullah's leadership, they rose

from the ashes to defeat England by 69 runs
at the Arun Jaitley Stadium in New Delhi.
In Lahore, they fought even harder to come
outon top.Afghanistanisn't a team that gets
bogged down under pressure. They
demonstrated this in the ODI World Cup,
the T20 World Cup last year, and now the
Champions Trophy. Their win over

England in Delhi was no fluke. It was their
first-ever World Cup victory against a full-
member nation, and now, their first win in
Champions Trophy history.Ibrahim Steps
Up Under Pressure

Rahmanullah Gurbaz is the more popular

Afghan batter due to his hard-hitting

prowess, especially in T20 leagues around
the world. But his opening partner, Ibrahim
Zadran, is not far behind. At just 23, Ibrahim
has already etched his name in Afghan
cricket history not once, not twice, but three
times. |AFG vs ENG: Highlights|

In the ODI World Cup, Ibrahim became the

fastest Afghan batter to reach 1,000 runs in
the 50-over format. He also became the
first Afghan batter to score a century in
an ODI World Cup. Later, Ibrahim also
broke Ben Duckett’s record for the
highest ODI score in Champions
Trophy history. This is the same
Ibrahim who was on crutches after
ankle surgery in September. The same
Ibrahim who made his ODI comeback
in the Champions Trophy after 11
months. The winning catch to dismiss
Adil Rashid only added to what was a
memorable day for the Khost-born
Ibrahim.“Tt means a lot to me. As much
as you work hard, I had trust in myself and
wanted to keep batting. That 177 is a special
moment for me. We played here last time in
the Asia Cup, so I had an idea. I wanted to
take my time and play proper cricketing
shots, and it worked for me. I’'m happy,”
Ibrahim said after the match.

WPL 2025: All-round Nat Sciver-Brunt fires as
Mumbai Indians hammer UP Warriorz

New Delhi Nat Sciver-Brunt put in a strong

performance as Mumbai Indians (MI) beat
the UP Warriorz by eight wickets at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru
to go to the top of the points table in the
WPL 2025. On Wednesday, February
26, Sciver Brunt won the Player of the
Match award after scoring a match-
winning half-century and taking a
three-wicket haul.After being asked to
bat first, the Warriorz got themselves
to 142 for the loss of nine wickets.
Sciver-Brunt gave MI the crucial | g
breakthrough after dismissing Kiran |
Navgire. But Grace Harris, who was
promoted to open the batting, and
Vrinda Dinesh’s 79-run stand injected
momentum into the innings for the
Warriorz.

WPL 2025 Full CoverageHarris scored 45

runs off 26 balls before holing out to

Shabnim Ismail off Amelia Kerr. Sanskriti
Gupta dismissed Vrinda, who gave Harris
support with a steady 33-run knock. But

after Harris got out, the Warriorz lost
momentum and could only manage 61 runs
off their last 10.4 overs.Sciver-Brunt was
the pick of the bowlers for MI with figures
of 4-0-18-3. Ismail took two wickets while

Gupta and Kerr accounted for a scalp
apiece. From once having a chance of
posting a score in the range of 180 and 200,
the Warriorz would be disappointed
with their second half.
Sciver-Brunt rocks UP Warriorz
MI lost the early wicket of Yastika
Bhatia as Deepti Sharma gave the
Warriroz a good start with the early
wicket. But Sciver-Brunt and West
Indies captain Hayley Matthews made
sure to put MI in a position of
command. The duo built a partnership
of 133 runs to take the sting out of the
Warriorz batting.Matthews scored 59
runs off 50 balls with seven fours and
two sixes. By the time Sophie Ecclestone
dismissed her, MI were on the cusp of
victory. Sciver-Brunt, on the other hand,
batted until the very end as Mumbai romped
home with three overs to spare.

gone to participate," added the tournament
director.The competition was held at the
Haryana Agriculture University, Giri
Centre, Shahid Madan Lal Dhingra
Multipurpose Hall in Hisar. Each participant
was charged Rs 1000 as entry fee for the
tournament, which was held in four weight
categories in each style (men's freestyle and
Greco-Roman and women's wrestling).
Interestingly, a couple of coaches from the
Sports Authority of India (SAI) also assisted
the tournament director for the competition.
The winners (gold, silver and bronze
medallists) were also given cash prizes apart
from the medals.

A WFT source said the Italy federation mailed
it seeking information on the proposed tour.
"The WFI was not kept in the loop before
organising the camp and holding the
tournament. The federation told its Italian
counterpart the same and also informed it
about the presence of a suspended wrestler
in the list. As far as the tournament is
concerned, the guidelines clearly say the
competition will be held according to the
WFI and UWW Rules and Regulations but
the same were not followed. How wrestlers
serving suspension or provisional
suspension can be allowed to compete," said
the source.

Shoaib Akhtar recalls
inspiring message fo
Afghan player, celebrates
England's exit

New Delhi. Pakistan cricket legend Shoaib

Akhtar was thrilled after Afghanistan's
thrilling win over England in the Champions
Trophy on February 26. The former pacer
took to social media to congratulate the
Afghan team and revealed a special
conversation he had with all-rounder
Gulbadin Naib before the match. Akhtar
shared how he had encouraged Naib to do
whatever it takes to secure victories against
England and Australia, a message that seemed
to have inspired Afghanistan’s fighting spirit.

Afghanistan’s historic 8-run victory over the

defending champions knocked England out of
the semi-final race in a high-intensity clash
that went down to the wire. Shoaib Akhtar,
through a special video message on his social
media account, praised Afghanistan’s
resilience and lauded their achievement in
securing their first-ever Champions Trophy
win. | AFG Vs ENG:
Highlights|“Congratulations Afghanistan,
very happy for you! I remember telling
Gulbadin ‘please defeat England’. He said

that ‘don’t worry brother, we will not spare
them.” 1 told him you shouldn’t spare
Australia either. I was in Dubai when I told
Gulbadin that you should win at any cost,"
Akhtar said."You have made Afghanistan
very proud today. Now you have the maturity
and you know how to play cricket. You have
slayed a big team. Enjoy this day, but do not
forget that you are going to play beyond the
semi-final,” he said.After winning the toss,
Afghanistan chose to bat first and posted a
competitive 325/7 in 50 overs, thanks to a
record-breaking knock from opener Ibrahim
Zadran, who smashed 177 off 146 balls. His
century played a crucial role in setting up a
strong total for the Afghan side.In response,
England fought hard but ultimately fell short,
getting bowled out for 317 in 49.5 overs.
Azmatullah Omarzai starred with the ball,
delivering a match-winning performance
with figures of 5/58, ensuring Afghanistan
crossed the finish line.With England
eliminated, the semi-final race in Group A is
now between Australia, South Africa, and
Afghanistan.

How cricket greats reacted to Afghanistan’s
win vs England, ft Sachin Tendulkar

w|brahim Zadran’s 177 powered

Afghanistan to a strong total

«Azmatullah Omarzai’s five-wicket

haul sealed Afghanistan’s historic
victory

wCricket greats, including Tendulkar,

hailed Afghanistan’s England
triumph

New Delhi. Afghanistan’s thrilling win over

England in their Champions Trophy Group B
clash on February 26 left the cricketing world
in awe. The Hashmatullah Shahidi-led side
stunned the defending champions, keeping

their semi-final hopes alive while
officially eliminating England from the
tournament. The match saw edge-of-the-
seat action, prompting many cricketing
greats, including Indian legend Sachin
Tendulkar, to heap praise on
Afghanistan’s spirited
performance.Opting to bat first,
Afghanistan put up an imposing total of
325/7 in their 50 overs, thanks to a
phenomenal knock from opener Ibrahim
Zadran. The 22-year-old smashed 177 off
146 balls, anchoring Afghanistan’s
innings with a masterclass in batting. His
innings, laced with exquisite stroke play,
ensured Afghanistan set a stiff target for
England.England, in response, put up a fight
but ultimately fell short. Despite Ben
Duckett’s brilliant 100, they were bowled out
for 317 in 49.5 overs. Azmatullah Omarzai
was the hero with the ball, claiming a match-

winning five-wicket haul (5/58) and sealing
Afghanistan’s first-ever Champions Trophy
win. |[AFG vs ENG: Highlights|

Afghanistan’s performance earned widespread

appreciation from cricketing legends. Sachin
Tendulkar took to social media to praise the
team’s resilience, while former Indian pacers
Munaf Patel and Irfan Pathan also

congratulated the side.Pakistan legend
Shoaib Akhtar went a step further,
backing Afghanistan to push beyond the
semi-final stage. Even former England
skipper Michael Vaughan praised
Afghanistan's performance, hailing it
deserving of the win over an England
which was just not up to the mark.Even
former India cricketer and former
Afghanistan mentor Ajay Jadeja took to
his social media to congratulate
Afghanistan on the win.With England
now out of the tournament, Australia,
South Africa, and Afghanistan remain in
contention for the two semi-final spots from
Group A. Currently sitting third with one win
from two games and a net run rate of 0.160,
Afghanistan must beat Australia in their final
group match to qualify. Meanwhile, a victory
for Australia will see them and South Africa
progress to the semi-finals.
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Alia Bhatt REACTS To Post

Defending Ranbir Kapoor Against
'Womanizer' Tag: 'Jealous People

Call Him Red Flag’

lia Bhatt and Ranbir Kapoor are among the
most talked about couples in Bollywood.
Although fans love to waich their chemistry
on-screen and in real life, a certain section of
people often subject Ranbir to tags like
‘misogynist’ and claim he is ‘not supportive

Reactiun Aﬂer Her Miss wu.rld Win enough’due to misundersiandings. Alia Bhait ofien

Mother Opens Up About Bareilly's Bitter

indirectly defends her husband on social media and

her recent Instagram activity has caught everyone's

v . - 5y a E
: attention again.Alia Bhatt recently reacted to a post
=3 - defending Ranbir Kapoor. The post mentioned,
; Prl"_fﬂﬂkﬂ [hﬂ!]'rﬂ rE[EI'Iﬂ"_f I'E“.lrﬂﬂd fo “Funny how jealous people always call him red
{ : : flag, womanizer, mumma's boy etc. but Ranbir
I“d"] to ﬂﬁ'E“d hEI’ hrﬂthﬂ'r S|ddhﬂ”h Kapoor literally included his wife and daughter’s
! i initials in his hrand’s name. 11 this is red Mag then |
[huprﬂ 5 WEddlng fo NEEIﬂm Upudh?u?u guess it's better than every so called green flag on
the internet." Alia Bhatt ‘liked” this post on

, on February 8. p

Instagram. Check it out here:

This is not the first time that Alia has seemingly
defended Ranbir online. A few months ago, a video
surfaced online showing clips where Ranbir
Kapoor scemingly ignored Alia Bhatt at Ra
Kapoor's 100th birth anniversary celebration. The
actress ‘liked’ the video titled, *The Ranbir Kapoor
they don’t post about’. The video was a
compilation of clips from Raj Kapoor™s 100th birth
anniversary. In the video, Ranbir could be seen
taking care of Alia and his older family members,

Previously, Riddhima Kapoor Sahni opened up about
the continuous trolling and judgment her family
faces, specifically targeting her brother Ranbir
Kapoor and sister-in-law Alia Bhatt. Speaking to
Zoom, Riddhima said that Alia and Ranbir are
happy together and do not care for what people say
about them. *They adore each other. They've

i iy L : created the most beautiful ever child, Raha. She is
winning the Miss India title in the same vear. The s e it oo
actress was just 18 years old when she became the fifth S0 S0 drl.jm'dhh.. They are amazing parents. So, I

Miss World from India. At a time when the whole world don’t think they really care about what people say.
was praising Privanka Chopra, she received an unpleasant she said.

reaction from her hometown Bareilly. Privanka’s mother . -
Madhu Chopra has opened up on being upset about not H ImESh REShammlya
receiving enough support from Bareilly. In a recent h
interview with Lehren TV, Madhu recalled retuming to R t T J h

Bareilly after Privanka’s Miss World win, only to receive eac S 0 an Vi

a bitter welcome. Madhu revealed, “Jo Bareilly mein

\ humara reception hua that was not kind at all. The state Kapoor DOI“g Blcep
| machinery said ye naari shoshan hain, hum log isko nahi ; .
accepl karenge. Unka funda hai ki jis seher se aayi hain Curls To Tand oorl N |ghts
usi seher pe uska welcome hoga (The state apparatus
declared that this was female exploitation and that it
‘ would not be tolerated. The winner of Miss World had 1o

P riyanka Chopra was crowned Miss World In 2000 after

& return to her hometown for a ceremonial celebration).”
Madhu Chopra further revealed that even alter permission
from the chief minister, the state machinery gave
excuses for not welcoming her. “Toh ye tha ki Bareilly
jana hain aur Bareilly ne Chief Minister ke office se
manaya tha... Toh we can’t have her here law and order
ka issue, kuch kuch toh bola tha, We were very upset.” She
cdded.
aclhu Chopra claims that the Bareilly authorities forbade
fiyanka’s homecoming celebrations from being extravagant.
ther, a modest gathering was planned in the army zone, where
tfather was stationed at the time. However, she received a Vi i i the Tosidlinre S g T
elt reaction from the entertainment industry in Mumbai. NS RSty It NCRCINER ENET. SNjc 19

imesh Reshammiva's Badass Ravi Kumar

immakers and producers saw her potential and gave her a chance release _'lf“fl"“ this month, _'“"-“5“.'!-" for 1ts
dollywood. songs. One of its tracks, Tandoon Days, 15 also
fika Chopra recently returned to India to attend her brother earning love from fans, reminding them of his
fdharth Chopra’s wedding to Neelam Upadhyaya in Mumbai on previous track, Tandoori Nights, from the 2008

g ﬂr}f;.’“r_.‘l'.'.ln1h1::x-‘t)rklt’mnt._i"ri}'tlilk{d{'lﬁnpéai;gea?ggupjt:?r:_isi movie Karzzzz. The party anthem was viral
Riajamouli’s next, alongside Mahes abu. e officia e R "
_lemcerm:ﬂl is nnticiputil to be released shortly. However, she among fans and even celebrities ll]_"'“ Janhvi
wrapped up shooting for her upcoming action-thriller The Bluff. Kapoor also loved the song. Now, Himesh has
She will also feature with John Cena and Idris Elba in the American talked about Janhvi’s comment about him and
action-comedy Heads of State. the song, promising to release more such
tracks.For vour reference, Janhvi Kapoor, during
an old episode of Koffee with Karan, admitied to
stalking Himesh Reshammiva's Instagram reel
wherein he is seen doing bicep curls while lip-

syneing Tandoor Nights, Laughing, she said,
“It"s the best thing in the world. I loveit.”

In an interaction with Pinkvilla, Himesh
Reshammiva was asked to react to Janhwi

Kapoor’s statement. Responding, he exclaimed,

. Shares 1st Post After Dismissing Rs60 Crore oo iminics Nt

pata nahi kya kya aayega (Now Tandoori Days,

s - ) ’ Tandoori Nights, now Tandoori Afterncons,
mony vialms: 1 reel drong, reariess don’tknow whatelse wil come).

Shedding light on the audience’s love for the song,

; ENE E

hanashree Verma took to her Instagram handle  The member clarified that Dhanashree Verma never Himesh stated, “Lekin Tandoori ko jitna aap

on ‘l..'.-q.\_a.‘]ucm.lay. evening to share her first ]3:1:.;1 asked for any ulnr.lun}r'.imr_n [.. hahal.“We are deeply logon ne pyaar kiya hai mujhe lagta hai ki

ever since her family dismissed Rs 60 crore  outraged by the baseless claims being circulated about . o a2 : s o T

; ; g ; ! e 2 tandoor food aapko bahut pasand hai (But as

alimony claims. Dhanashree shared a series of  the alimony figure. Let me be absolutely clear—no e v have lased Tandobis T ssl s

pictures of herself and sought blessings from  such amount has ever been asked, demanded, or even e A e s e

Lord Shiva on the occasion of Maha  offered. There is no truth to these rumours whatsoever. youlike 1“”*}””“ food very much).”

Shivratri. “With Lord Shiva's blessings, I'm It is deeply irresponsible to publish such unverified Continuing further, Himesh Reshammiya also
Unstoppable... I feel strong and fearless Shoot  information, dragging not just the parties but also their talked about his latest track Tandoori Days and
diaries for you The love families into  unnecessary noted that there is something about the specific
and respect at work is speculation. Reckless word adding that it was very lucky for him. After
unreal. Har har mahadev reporting like this only a successful streak of songs, Bollywood singer

Dhanashree wrote,
Check it out here:
This comes days after

causes harm, and we urge
the media to exercise
restraint and fact-check

and composer Himesh Reshammiva ventured
nto acting. He made his debut in the 2007 hit

several reports claimed before spreading Aap Kaa Surroor. A_L['lcr T 5}[. b.T"'“k' he
that the choreographer misinformation and also be recently returned to Ib'i—’.- screens with his la>test
was seeking Rs 60 respectful towards release, Badass Ravi Kumar. Directed by Keith
crore in alimony from . everyone's privacy,” the Gomes, the film is a spin-off to the 2014 drama
the cricketer ' statement read.Dhanashree film The Xpose. Produced by Himesh
Yuzvendra Chahal and Yuzvendra, who tied the Reshammiva Melodies, it shows him reprising

amid their divorce. However, Dhanashree’s  knot in 2020, are heading for a divorce. Recently, the
amily rece qecte » claims former lawwer also shared that their divorce ; - .
IF";IHI':} T;'"'}:"':h “lj-"“hl'”;'h mt. ;;‘;j”’j’:{ TH“ an" ilings are cormently uiEee SIIEE S Himesh, the film also features celebs such as
‘riday, a member o e Ve amily cdimngs Way. e T - wra Wit -
issued a statement and called alimony reports ~ comments to make on the proceedings, the matter is {r;‘_’!:smd*’; "]'_IKm] ';;”]_h“_“' \?1“1]]"3‘ LU'":']:_' 5’"&”'_’}'
“hascless”. The family member expressed  currently sub judice. The media should fact-check Mishra, Johnny Lever, Mohan Joshi, Raza
disappointment with the viral claims and urged  before reporting, as a lot of misleading information is Murad and others.
everyone not to spread “baseless” information,  being circulated.” the lawyer said.

his role of Ravi Kumar from the film. Apart from



