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Rahul Gandhi accuses railways of ‘negligence’
in New Delhi station stampede

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Feb 16: Congress MP Rahul Gandhi

expressed grief over the stampede at New
Delhi Railway Station that killed 18 people,
calling it "extremely saddening and dis-
tressing." Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on Sunday expressed
grief over the stampede at New Delhi
Railway Station, calling it "extremely sad
and distressing." In his X post, he wrote,
"The news of several people dying and
many getting injured due to the stampede
at New Delhi Railway Station is extremely
sad and distressing. I express my deepest
condolences to the bereaved families and
hope for the speedy recovery of the injured.
This incident once again highlights the fail-
ure of the Railways and the insensitivity of
the government. Considering the large
number of devotees going to Prayagraj, bet-
ter arrangements should have been made
at the station. The government and administration
should ensure that no one has to lose their life due
to mismanagement and negligence." The stampede
at New Delhi Railway Station on Saturday resulted
in deaths of 18 people. The incident happened

around 10 pm when thousands of devotees were
heading to Prayagraj for the Maha Kumbh 2025
festival, causing severe overcrowding at the sta-

tion. Indian Railways Northern CPRO told ANI that
a tragic incident unfolded at New Delhi Railway
Station when a passenger lost balance and slipped
on the stairs leading to platforms 14 and 15, result-
ing in several others getting injured, The deceased
were identified as Aaha Devi, 79, Pinky Devi, 41,

Sheela Devi, 50, Vyom, 25, Poonam Devi, 40, Lalita
Devi, 35, Suruchi, 11, Krishna Devi, 40, Vijay Sah,
15, Neeraj, 12, Shanti Devi, 40, Pooja Kumar, 8,

Sangeeta Malik, Poonam both aged 34,
Mamta Jha, 40, Riya Singh, 7, Baby Kumari,
24, and Manoj, 47. NDRF Commandant
Daulat Ram Chaudhary confirmed that the
situation was now under control. "...The situ-
ation is under control now. The injured have
been evacuated... We received information
about a stampede at platform no. 14 at the sta-
tion... We are carrying out the rescue opera-
tions..." According to Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP) Railway, KPS Malhotra, the
incident occurred when a large number of
passengers gathered on platform no. 14,
where the Prayagraj Express was stationed.
Additionally, delays in the departures of the
Swatantrata Senani Express and
Bhubaneswar Rajdhani led to further conges-
tion at platforms 12, 13, and 14. Meanwhile,

the Railway Board, on Sunday, informed that a two-
member high-level committee had been formed to
investigate the matter and determine the cause of
the stampede at New Delhi railway station on
Saturday. The situation is under control, and the
passengers have been sent by special train.

Travel advisory against Assam major hurdle in
attracting foreign investment: CM Himanta Sarma

Naresh Malhotra
Assam, Feb 16: Assam Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma said that travel advisory
against the northeastern region by several
countries is a major challenge in attracting
investments, even as the state gears up for
a mega business summit here later this
month. Assam chief minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma addresses a press conference
regarding 'Advantage Assam 2.0 -
Investment and Infrastructure Summit
2025', at Dispur in Guwahati on Saturday.
Sarma said he has requested the countries
to view Assam ‘in isolation’ and not club all
the North Eastern states together, with
talks underway with Japan and Australia to
persuade them to withdraw the adverse
advisory. Addressing a press conference in
the run-up to ‘Advantage Assam 2.0
Investment and Infrastructure Summit',
Sarma said, “Most embassies have marked
Assam in ‘grey' and have a statutory warning
for its citizens against visiting Assam, as the
state is clubbed together as ‘North East'.
Removing these advisories is the topmost pri-
ority for us.” He said countries like Japan and
Australia are being persuaded to change this

advisory, with a team from the Asian country
already here to look into the matter while an
Australian delegation is scheduled to reach
shortly. There is no adverse situation in Assam,

and all stakeholders, including government,
media and public, have to be together to drive
home this point, he asserted. “As chief minis-
ter of Assam, I cannot influence other states.
What I am doing is asking them (foreign
nations), to view Assam in isolation,” he added.
“To attract foreign investment, the travel advi-
sory has to be withdrawn. And at the same

time, we also have to show them our strengths,
like skilling options for our human resources,
peace and stability – politically, economically
and in law and order,” he said. Non-availability

of vast tracts of land needed for setting up
big industries is also a problem for the
state, which the government is working
on to address, the CM added. “The state
Cabinet will approve many SEZs tomor-
row, and we hope that we can navigate
through this problem of acquiring land
together,” he said. “In spite of these limita-
tions, we are in the process of ensuring
foreign investment this time. And if we
can address these issues, more invest-
ment will come,” he maintained. The two-
day business summit will be inaugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
February 25 in presence of over 10 top
industry leaders including Gautam Adani,

Mukesh Ambani and N Chandrasekaran,
among others. Japan, Australia, Bhutan,
Singapore, Thailand and Malaysia have con-
firmed participation as ‘partner countries'.
Philippines, Finland, Iceland, Austria and the
Republic of Korea have confirmed presence in
the summit, while confirmation from 14 other
countries is awaited.

AAP accuses Centre of covering up
New Delhi station stampede

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Feb 16: The Aam Aadmi

Party on Sunday accused the Centre
of trying to cover up the stampede
incident at the New Delhi railway sta-
tion, which claimed 18 lives and ren-
dered several injured. At a press con-
ference, AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Singh said that some people are
claiming that the number of dead was
more than what has been announced
officially. “They are trying to deny
that such an incident happened. How
long will the government's tendency
of dilly-dallying and insensitivity con-
tinue?” Singh said, according to PTI.
“When will the government and the
Railway minister's responsibility be
fixed?" What Priyanka Gandhi said
after Congress draws blank in Delhi
elections Lalit Modi confirms breakup
with Sushmita Sen, shares video with
new partner Further, citing witnesses,
the Rajya Sabha MP alleged that an
announcement of platform change for

trains was the reason behind the stam-
pede. "It is being said that an announce-
ment was made about a train's platform

change from 12 to 14. That was also the
cause of the stampede. Was railways not
aware that such an announcement may
cause a stampede?" Singh asked. He also
extended his party's condolences to the
families of the deceased and demanded
adequate compensation for the affected

persons and the railways minister's
responsibility in the incident. The New
Delhi railway station turned into a scene

of panic and chaos when a stam-
pede left 18 people dead and sev-
eral others injured. The incident
took place aronud 10pm, when
thousands of passengers, many
of them Maha Kumbh pilgrims,
crowded the station. According
to eyewitnesses, a mix-up in
train announcements set off a
chain reaction of confusion and
panic. According to the police,
the passengers got confused
between 'Prayagraj Express and
Prayagraj Special'. Delhi Police
sources told PTI that the
announcement of the 'Prayagraj

Special' arriving at Platform 16 led to
confusion among the waiting passengers
because the Prayagraj Express was
already at Platform 14. Additionally, four
trains were heading to Prayagraj, out of
which three were delayed, causing unex-
pected overcrowding. 

FM calls for a new model for bilateral investment treaties
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Feb 16: Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said on Saturday that
the country needs a new model for bilater-
al investment treaties (BITs), saying the
2016 template is “inadequate” for meeting
countries’ requirements and that invest-
ment treaties should be kept separate
from future free trade agreements. Union
finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman
observed that even developed economies
are moving away from “old-fashioned”
BITs that prioritised investor protection
but “inadvertently” led to situations where
sovereign space was “completely left open
and loose,” failing to adequately protect
national interests. Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the first postgraduate certificate
course on international commercial and
investment treaty arbitration, Sitharaman
emphasised that including BITs within
free trade agreements (FTAs) often
reduces them to “a negotiating card,” com-
promising their fundamental purpose.

“Issues related to BIT are so unique to the
sovereign that we think BIT should be
negotiated as a standalone negotiation
rather than make it as a part of an FTA
agreement,” said the finance minis-
ter, who mentioned an overhaul was
in the works while presenting the
Union Budget on February 1. The
announcement comes at a crucial
time as India negotiates FTAs with
major economies, including the
United Kingdom and European
Union, which favour comprehensive
agreements encompassing both
trade and investment deals simulta-
neously. Sitharaman observed that
even developed economies are mov-
ing away from “old-fashioned” BITs
that prioritised investor protection but
“inadvertently” led to situations where sov-
ereign space was “completely left open
and loose,” failing to adequately protect
national interests. Drawing from the expe-
riences of emerging economies and the
Global South, including India, the minister

noted these nations have “borne the
brunt” of such treaties as they encroached
upon their policy space. She indicated the
forthcoming model BIT would “restore

what is the right of the Parliament” and
sovereign authority, particularly regarding
taxation matters. The minister referenced
her recent budget statement, confirming
India’s signing of BITs with two countries
in 2024. “As proposed in the Interim
Budget... the current model BIT will be

revamped and made more investor-friend-
ly,” she said in her Budget speech on
February 1, adding that the new frame-
work would help reduce arbitration costs.

Citing United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
data, Sitharaman revealed that of
1,368 registered investment treaty
cases, approximately 70% are pur-
sued against developing nations
under old-generation treaties. She
highlighted concerns about wealthy
commercial interests purchasing
arbitration cases and pursuing
lengthy legal battles across jurisdic-
tions, putting sovereign states at a
disadvantage. “The average amount
sought by investors in Investor-State

Dispute Settlement (ISDS) cases is $1.1
billion, which remains a considerable bur-
den for the Global South,” Sitharaman
said. She noted that corporations have
employed ISDS mechanisms to challenge
government policies, environmental regu-
lations and public interest laws.

Congress demands railway minister’s
resignation over New Delhi stampede

ST Correspondent
New Delhi, Feb 16: Congress leader Supriya

Shrinate alleged it was the administration’s failure that
led to the stampede at the New Delhi railway station
The Congress on Sunday accused the government of
gross negligence following the stampede at New Delhi
Railway Station on Saturday, which claimed 18 lives,
and demanded the resignation or removal of Union
railway minister Ashwini Vaishnaw. “The railway min-
ister must resign with immediate effect, or he must be
removed,” said Congress leader Supriya Shrinate dur-
ing a press conference in Delhi. “With a lot of faith and
belief, people came to the Maha Kumbh, but it was the
administration’s failure that led to this tragedy,” she

said. “Among the deceased were children aged seven,
eight, twelve and fifteen. What was their fault?... Who
is responsible for the massacre of these devotees?” she
asked. She said that the authorities knew the expected
crowd size but failed to make adequate arrangements.
“The railways knew this many people could be expect-
ed. 1,500 general tickets were sold every hour at New
Delhi station yesterday. What were the arrangements
to manage the crowd? How many police personnel
were there? How many RPF personnel were there?”
she said. “Were they announcing to control the crowd,
or is what people are saying true—that the platform
was changed at the last minute, leading to panic?” she
said. “This was your preparation? Whoever is going to
the Mahakumbh is going with faith and because of the
invitation from the government, but they should pre-
pare accordingly—there is no preparation for safety,
traffic, or police administration,” she added. She fur-
ther alleged that the government was trying to sup-
press reports of the tragedy. “Despite so much happen-
ing, instead of taking responsibility and saying we
were wrong, the public is blamed,” she said. “There
are two Indias under this government—one where
VVIPs receive special treatment at the Mahakumbh
and another where common people are left to be
crushed... What happened on the 29th of January and
yesterday makes it look like the common man’s life has
no value,” she added.

Police remove illegal
checkposts put up on 

national highway in Manipur
New Delhi, Feb 16: Security forces on

Saturday dismantled checkposts illegally
mounted by local residents on the highway
connecting Imphal and Churachandpur dis-
tricts of Manipur Security forces on Saturday
dismantled checkposts illegally mounted by
local residents on the highway connecting
Imphal and Churachandpur districts of
Manipur, two days after President’s Rule was
imposed in the ethnic strife-torn northeastern
state, police said. The illegal checkposts at
Churachandpur district was set up by village
volunteers of Kuki-Zo community on National
Highway 2 in May 2023, when violence first
struck the state, to prevent entry of Meiteis
from Imphal and Bishnupur valley districts.
Since then, ethnic violence in the state has
killed at least 250 people. This is the first time
in the last 21 months that forces have managed
to dismantle the checkposts to take control of
the area to ensure free movement of vehicles.
In a statement issued on Saturday, the Manipur
police said forces have taken over the area as
the security situation has improved, and will
now ensure free movement of civilian vehicles.
“On February 15, joint security forces disman-
tled volunteer check posts at Kaprang and S
Kwatlian at Churachandpur on NH-2. 

Sanjay Kumar
Patna, Feb 16: RJD chief Lalu Prasad

lashed out at the BJP-led central govern-
ment over the New Delhi railway station
incident, demanding the railway minis-

ter’s resignation. Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) chief Lalu Prasad Yadav on
Sunday stirred controversy by calling
the Maha Kumbh “meaningless” while
blaming the Railways for the stampede
in New Delhi that left 18 dead. He also
lashed out at the BJP-led central govern-
ment over the New Delhi railway station
incident, demanding the railway minis-
ter’s resignation. “The stampede episode
is very disturbing. It has exposed the
inadequate arrangements made by the
central government. The railway minis-
ter must resign after this incident… it’s a

complete failure of the Railways,” said
the former Union minister At least 18
people were killed and over a dozen
injured in the stampede that erupted late
Saturday night at the crowded New

Delhi railway station. Authorities
were yet to confirm the exact
number of casualties and injured
from Bihar. When asked about
the large crowds heading to
Prayagraj for the mega religious
gathering, Prasad said, “The
Kumbh has no meaning… It is
just meaningless.” Reacting to
Prasad's remarks, Bihar BJP
spokesperson Manoj Sharma said
they exposed the RJD’s mindset

towards the Hindu religion. “He is mak-
ing such comments due to his politics of
appeasement. The RJD leaders have
always insulted the religious sentiments
of Hindus. The latest statement of Lalu
Prasad calling the Maha Kumbh mean-
ingless exposes the party’s mindset
towards the Hindu religion,” said
Sharma A wrong platform change
announcement may have triggered the
stampede, according to sources quoted
by , a claim also made by some eyewit-
nesses. 

Lalu Prasad sparks row, blames
Railways for New Delhi stampede

Lucknow, Feb 15: According to the UP
government, as of today, nearly 50.11
crore people have taken holy dips in the
Triveni Sangam at Prayagraj. Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav urged the

Uttar Pradesh government to extend the
Maha Kumbh period so that elderly devo-
tees could take a holy dip at Triveni
Sangam. While alleging that the Yogi
Adityanath government “under-reported”
the turnout at the Maha Kumbh, Yadav
said at a press conference,"By now, 600
million people (60 crores) must have
taken a bath, but the government is not

disclosing the actual number. They are
deliberately underreporting figures so
that, in the future, if someone studies the
administrative or management aspects,
their failures and mismanagement will be

exposed." "There are many elderly
people--those above sixty-five or sev-
enty years--who have not been able to
take a bath. They wished to partici-
pate in religious programs, but due to
various reasons, they couldn't. At one
time, the Kumbh used to last seventy-
five days. During Emperor
Harshavardhana's time, it was even
longer, attracting people from all reli-
gions and distant places. So, we
demand the government extend it,"
ANI quoted the former UP chief min-

ister as saying. Highlighting logistical
challenges, he pointed to traffic conges-
tion and the risk of stampedes as key rea-
sons for elderly devotees missing the
event. He also slammed the government
for failing to use drone technology effec-
tively. "The government had earlier stated
that drones should be used, and even con-
ducted programs on it.

Akhilesh Yadav demands extension of
Maha Kumbh: ‘There are elderly people’
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Noida. Transport commissioner BN Singh said the transport department was now represents a significant portion of the 
said UP govt was considering several encouraging other universities to adopt state's road safety challenges, considering 
measures to bring down fatal accidents in similar regulations."Public mindset needs that the city alone has 10 lakh of the state's 
the city and state by almost 50%, such as to change. Many people follow traffic total vehicle population of 4.8 crore. Apart 
limiting the working hours of drivers to rules only when they spot cameras. This from asking people to maintain road 
prevent exhaustion and introducing casual approach to safety often leads to discipline, the transport department is 
breathalyser tests in toll plazas. fatal accidents," Singh said.The transport implementing comprehensive measures 

commissioner particularly criticised the to address various aspects of road safety.Speaking at a public gathering at Indira 
common practice of motorcyclists Gandhi Kala Kendra in Sector 6, Singh These include regulating the working hours 
wearing helmets while leaving their called for public cooperation to reduce of drivers in association with cab 
p i l l i o n - r i d i n g  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  traffic fatalities. He also outlined several aggregators to prevent fatigue-related 
unprotected. Many petrol pump workers measures that the state govt has initiated accidents and initiating breathalyser tests 
have also said that two-wheeler riders f o l l o w i n g  c h i e f  m i n i s t e r  Yo g i  at toll plazas to combat drunk driving on 
often fight with them after being denied Adityanath's road safety meeting on Jan 1. expressways.The govt also wants smart 
fuel for not wearing the safety gear, cards to replace paper-based vehicle Among them, the govt has launched a ‘no 
forcing cops to intervene.Singh also urged registration certificates and to make the helmet, no fuel' campaign, making the 
people to promote road safety measures Vahan portal accessible in Hindi as well.safety gear mandatory for both riders and 
by engaging on social media. Reports pillion passengers. The safety campaign The department is also planning to 
suggest a concerning trend in road has gained momentum in educational recognise drivers who have not been 
accidents across UP.Through 2024, Noida institutions as well. Gorakhpur University, involved in any accident in the last decade. 
alone reported 1,165 accidents, resulting for instance, has prohibited helmetless So far, 10 U roadways drivers have been 
in 462 deaths and 966 injuries. This riders from entering the campus. Officials given letters of appreciation.

Four set up fake coaching centre & run 
away with admission fee, held

UP plans fixed work hrs for drivers, breath test at tolls

Ghaziabad. Opinion is divided on whether variety. There was, however, no local residents, was overturned when the things at cheap rates easily, so we need 
they are more of a boon or bane. They are overlooking the glaring anomaly of these Chief Secretary visited Ghaziabad earlier such markets in the locality. But they 
among top causes of traffic jams in friendly flea markets – they simply took this month and informed the media that should not be roads. This creates heavy 
Ghaziabad. But regulars also deem them over roads, blatantly violating traffic and the authority to relocate markets rests traffic jams. Recently, I needed to visit a 
an indispensable element of their week. civic rules.And in a city that has already with the town planner, not the police force. doctor whose chamber is just a kilometre 
Yes, they squat right in the middle of the seen much of its roadside fall to from my place, but because of the jam, it Chief secretary Manoj Kumar Singh said 
road but also bring almost to the doorstep encroachers, and therefore struggles with took me almost an hour to get there," he police do not have the authority to remove 
nearly everything that a householder traffic management, weekly markets said.Alok Kumar, founder of AOA markets and it's the civic body's job to do 
needs. Needles and pajama strings to made driving even tougher.Lately, the federation, said the weekly markets also so. After that, some of the weekly markets 
fresh saag and fruits, you name it and they utility vs disruption talk around weekly leave behind tonnes of garbage. "This that were removed from areas like 
have it.For decades, weekly markets – markets gained steam after the police, garbage is not immediately cleared and Vaishali, Vijay Nagar and Indirapuram 
which are revolving flea markets that recognising that the practice of occupying the area becomes a den for stray animals. have begun to return.Suniti Chaudhary, 
have fixed days at fixed places in fixed roads cannot be allowed to go on in a city It's a major hazard for residents, not to who lives in Vasundhara, wonders why a 
localities and are known by the day of the with growing population pressure, mention the foul smell emanating from police move that made perfect civic sense 
week they appear on, Sombazar on undertook a survey and began relocating the rotten waste," he said. "Weekly was stopped. "There is a serious traffic 
Monday, Mangal Bazar on Tuesday and the markets to places away from roads. markets need to be organised. Police problem every Wednesday because of the 
so on – have been regular features across should stand by their decision. Most The survey, ordered by the police market in Sector 7 that captures more than 
Ghaziabad. The practice began in the old residents are happy with the markets commissioner, found there are 49 weekly half the space of the road to put up stalls 
city but extended to newer townships. being taken out of the roads," he said.markets that set up shop – 30 of these in and benches. People come to buy things, 

Their provenance was in road corners, a few the main city area and 19 in the newer so there is very little space left for traffic," Mala Tiwari, a resident of Indirapuram, 
carts that would visit once a week. But the trans-Hindon towns that are closer to said Suniti.Deepak Kumar, a resident of agreed. "Walls adjacent to the weekly 
c o n v e n i e n c e  t h e y  o f f e r e d  Delhi. Subsequently, police relocated 19 Amrapali Village, concedes they create markets have turned red from spit. Sewer 
institutionalised them as weekly markets weekly markets.Police's decision to traffic problems but says the convenience lids are broken and the smell from drains 
that wove themselves into the fabric of relocate weekly markets from roadsides they bring to people cannot be overlooked. is unbearable. So the authorities need to 
urban life in the city, growing in size and to an adjacent open ground, benefiting "Residents get vegetables and other take action for sure," she said.

Staying or going Stop-start bid to take 
Ghaziabad’s many weekly markets off  roads

Noida. Despite having six sewage 
treatment plants producing 260 
million litres of treated water daily, 
Noida utilises only 68 MLD of it, 
barely 26%, while releasing the 
remaining 192 MLD (74%) back in 
drains that empty into the Yamuna and 
Hindon rivers.The National Green 
Tribunal has now asked Noida 
Authority to achieve 100% utilisation 
of treated water, following its suo motu 
action on a news report (published on 
June 11 last year) highlighting this 
wastage. The order, issued on Feb 6, 
was recently uploaded on the NGT 
website.

A bench of NGT chairperson Prakash 
Shrivastava, judicial member Justice 
Arun Kumar Tyagi, and expert 
member Afroz Ahmad, who were 
hearing the matter, was informed that 
Noida was discharging STP-treated 
water into drains instead of using it for 
irrigation and other non-drinking 
pu rposes .The  Au thor i ty  a l so  
submitted that it was working to 
expand its infrastructure to increase 
the use of treated water. It said a supply 
pipeline is being laid to connect the 
STP in Sector 123 with sectors 74-79, 
112, 113, 115, 116, 117, and 118. This 
network is expected to boost treated 
water utilisation by an additional 18-
20 MLD.The tribunal emphasised the 
importance of utilising treated sewage 
water for non-potable purposes, as it 
can help conserve natural water 
resources."Noida is directed to ensure 
100% utilisation of STP-treated water. 
We direct the respondent to submit a 
comprehensive plan along with a 
timeline for achieving full utilisation," 
the tribunal stated. The next hearing is 
scheduled for May 15.STP is designed 
to treat and process wastewater from 
h o u s e h o l d s ,  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d  
commercial areas before it is released 
back into the environment or reused. 
The main purpose of an STP is to 
remove contaminants, making the 
water safe for discharge or non-
drinking purposes like irrigation, 
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  
cooling.The Noida Authority claimed 
that it has already instructed the water 
and horticulture departments to use 
treated wastewater for the purpose of 
irrigating parks, green belts along 
roads and other green zones in the city.

Temperature in Gurgaon to rise 
4°C, but rain will bring it down

News box

Man held for Link Road 
robbery, aide on the run

Gurgaon. A high-level delegation from Sri Lanka, 
comprising 18 members from their ministry of 
education and Unicef officials, conducted a visit to 
three govt schools in the city to study NIPUN Bharat 
mission's implementation.

The city, which achieved the top position in Nipun 
Haryana rankings with 91% in 2023, hopes to retain 
the leading position this year as well and the 
delegation aims is to adopt strategies learnt from here 
in Sri Lankan schools.The team, headed by deputy 
director-general of Sri Lanka National Institute of 
Education, undertook a three-day study of the 
execution of the primary education initiative, which 
stresses on foundational literacy and numeracy skills 
in primary school students.The delegates observed 
Classes 1 to 3 in GPS Arjun Nagar, GGMSPS 
Sukhrali and GMSPS, Sector 43. They also visited 
the schools' libraries and laboratories under the 
Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Mission, 
which operates as part of Nipun Haryana Mission.

They interacted with students and asked them 
questions about their school and learning processes 
and learnt about the educational methodology from 
the teaching staff.District nodal officer of NIPUN 
Bharat mission, Manoj Kumar Lakra, said that 
following the team's visit to the city, the delegation 
would proceed to inspect schools in Panchkula.

The teams also held discussions with educators and 
students on NIPUN Bharat curriculum which is 
issued by Haryana education department and covers 
Hindi, Maths and English language textbooks, 
teacher guides and workbooks.Officials of the 
education department told the delegates about 
NIPUN Haryana Mentor App, which facilitates 
mentoring and monitoring activities. They also 
showcased the setup box called S Box, developed by 
Sampark Foundation, through a smart board 
demonstration. The box has chapters of English, 
Hindi and Maths, stories, poems, worksheets and 
even quizzes for the students."We have plans to 
explore Sri Lanka's education framework through an 
exchange initiative. 

Fire breaks out in plastic 
factory, rages for five hours

Saturdays and Sundays for the courses. Noida. Four persons, including a couple, 
But a week after students were enrolled, were arrested for setting up a coaching 
classes did not start. When parents centre offering several skill and 
questioned, the accused told them classes personality development courses, like 
would be held online within seven days. Vedic maths and robotics, for children and 
However, when after seven days, the vanishing within a week after collecting 
online classes did not start, some parents nearly Rs 30 lakh in admission fees.

Cops recovered 146 approval letters and approached them again. This time, the 
payment receipts from the office of accused claimed the coaching centre 
‘Rising India IQ Academy Pvt Ltd' after would shift to a new premise, but parents 
several parents submitted complaints. demanded a refund. This is when the 

accused ran away with the admission fee," DCP (Central Noida) Shakti Mohan 
said the DCP.Cops said Neeraj completed Avasthy said the academy offered three- units after an FIR was filed at Bisrakh 
BPharma from Jaipur in 2015, worked in a t i e r  courses—si lver,  go ld ,  and  police station under BNS sections 318(4) 
BPO, and established RI Kids Brain platinum—in Vedic maths, Abacus, AI, (cheating) and 316(2) (breach of trust) on 
Developer Pvt Ltd in Delhi's Jagatpuri photogenic memory and robotics for the complaint of some parents," the 
some years ago.children up to 15 years."We arrested officer said.During questioning, the 

Neeraj Kumar, his wife Shweta and two "When Covid hit, the institute was shut, suspects said they took Rs 25,000 for the 
others, Kanchan and Mohammad Aarif on following which he worked in a tour and silver course plan, Rs 35,000 for gold, and 
Friday when the four went to their Greater travel company. When some money was Rs 50,000 to 60,000 for platinum."They 
Noida office to collect some documents. collected, Neeraj started the Rising India convinced parents by showing interviews 
Our team had set up electronic IQ Academy in Noida with Shweta as a conducted to hire teachers who they 
surveillance and deployed some local counsellor," an investigating officer said.claimed would offer three-hour classes on 

Ghaziabad. A 30-year-old man was arrested for breaking 
into a house and stealing Rs 7 lakh cash and jewellery 
worth about Rs 70 lakh earlier this week.

The police have seized some cash and jewellery from the 
accused. Another accomplice, the suspect's brother, 
remains at large.Rafiq, a resident of Usmanpur in Delhi, 
was arrested in a joint operation by officials of the 
SWAT team, surveillance team of trans-Hindon, and 
Link Road Police."On Feb 12, Tarun Maheshwari, a 
resident of Suryanagar Colony, Link Road, registered a 
complaint alleging his house was broken into while the 
family was asleep. They were robbed of Rs 7 lakh, gold 
and silver jewellery worth Rs 60-70 lakh, and two 
mobile phones," said Nimish Patil, DCP, trans-Hindon.

A case was registered under sections 303 (theft) and 
331(4) (punishment for house-trespass or house-
breaking) of BNS and teams were formed to investigate. 
Rafiq was arrested from Rampuri Railway in Link Road, 
with the help of manual input and CCTV footage. 
Charges under BNS Section 317(2) (stolen property) 
were added to the FIR.Rafiq revealed that he made his 
brother Jameel consume drugs and break into houses to 
steal cash and valuables, to buy drugs. They conducted 
recces of houses, and then broke into them. To avoid 
arrest, they sold the stolen goods to random people at 
cheap prices.

Sri Lanka team visits schools 
in Gurgaon, to take back 
lessons

Noida uses only 26% 
treated water, empties 

rest into rivers

Noida. A massive fire broke out at Sati Poly Plast, a 
factory manufacturing plastic wrappers, in Phase 2 
industrial area around 3 am on Saturday. Smoke 
engulfed premises as flames spread rapidly, prompting a 
large-scale firefighting operation involving 15 fire 
tenders. The blaze was brought under control after five 
hours, with no casualties reported.

CFO Pradeep Kumar Choubey said the fire department 
initially dispatched five fire engines, but as the situation 
escalated, more units were called in. "The factory was 
filled with smoke. Despite our response, the fire 
intensified, requiring additional resources. It took about 
five hours to control the flames," he said. tnn

Factory workers and locals attempted to douse the fire 
before authorities arrived, but their efforts were in vain. 
Two fire engines from Ghaziabad were also deployed. 
Officials said the fire originated outside the facility, but 
the exact cause is under investigation.Since the fire 
station was nearby, responders reached the site quickly 
despite a delay in receiving the alert. The fire 
department also evacuated nearby factories, preventing 
further damage.While the company has suffered losses, 
adjacent industrial units remained unaffected. A probe 
has been launched to determine the cause of the fire.

Ghaziabad: 50 markets, hundreds 
of vendors, all controlled by 3 

undertook to organise the weekly began his vegetable vending business at 
markets ,  they found that  the weekly markets in 2002 and is now 
contractors also act as moneylenders, assisted by his 20-year-old son."We sell 
giving initial capital to those who want fresh items at cheap rates, which people 
to set up stalls at the markets at 10% like. That's why they come to us. We give 
interest, said the source.A vegetable a fixed amount to the contractor daily, as 
vendor at the Shani Chowk weekly he arranges all facilities like electricity, 
market, Sushil Kumar, said he comes benches and space for all vendors," Singh 
from Delhi to sell his produce. He said said.
he spends three days of the week There are three contractors who dominate 
selling at weekly markets in Ghaziabad the weekly market scene – Liaqat Ali in 
and one day in Noida. the trans-Hindon area and Vijay Gautam 

A vegetable seller at Patel Nagar's and Ramesh Pal in the main city area. 
weekly market, Santosh Singh, Liaqat, according to police sources, 
commutes daily between Ghaziabad controls 14 of the 19 trans-Hindon 
and Bulandshahr, where he lives. He markets.Gurgaon, and Bulandshahr, among other Ghaziabad. There's fine organisation 

places. It's often the same set of vendors at behind the informal weekly markets, 
different markets under the same private street business ventures that began 
contractor. Each weekly market sees 150-with a handful of pushcarts in the early 
200 vendors set up stalls.Low investment 90s but platforms now for thousands of 
and high profits make them lucrative. sundry vendors who earn their livelihoods 
Vegetable vendors are among the most from it.None of the nearly 50 weekly 
successful, earning double their markets that revolve around the city's 
investment on a good day.A standard streets is authorised by the corporation. 
practice is buying stocks of Rs 10,000 Neither do they pay any taxes. They are 
from the mandi. On good days, this nets an organised by a few individuals with local 
income of Rs 20,000 by the time the influence and political clout, the latter 
market wraps up. Contractors earn from helping them run the business smoothly 
commission. Sources said their revenue is without the rule book being thrown at 
more than Rs 1 lakh from each weekly them. Market vendors refer to them as 
market."The contractor charges Rs 250 to ‘contractors'.Each weekly market has 
Rs 1,000 for a wooden cart from every vendors who come to sell vegetables, 
vendor. The electricity charge is Rs 50-fruits, clothes, spices, jewellery and 
200, varying according to the area," said a sundry items not just from within the city 
police source. During the survey police but also Meerut, Delhi, Faridabad, 

Gurgaon: The city may experience higher daytime temperatures with maximum 
temperatures rising by 3-4 degrees Celsius across southern Haryana over the next 
four days, due to the absence of strong north-westerly winds.

Residents, however, may expect some relief as isolated light rainfall is expected in 
parts of the state on Wednesday and Thursday due to a western disturbance that is 
likely to impact the western Himalayan region from Feb 17.

On Saturday, the minimum temperature recorded a three-degree dip to 10.2 degrees 
Celsius, near normal for this time of year—down from 13 degrees Celsius a day 
earlier. The maximum temperature rose to 25.8 degrees Celsius from Friday's 24.6 
degrees Celsius, a notch above the seasonal normal.On Sunday, the maximum and 
minimum temperatures are expected to hover around 12 and 26 degrees Celsius, 
respectively. Weather is likely to be dry and clear.

New Delhi, Monday, 17 February 2025









HOME & GARDEN 7New Delhi, Monday, 17 February 2025 THE SIKH TIMES





HOME & GARDEN 9

Get your creative best for your 

Child’s room

From splashing 

colours to going 

natural -- you can 

use your 

creativity to make 

your child's room 

a true fairyland. 

Induce creativity:
Your bundle of joy needs to be gently nudged into a 
world of imagination and wonder. Grab his or her 
interest in all things creative and stimulating by 
infusing an element of magic, fantasy and popular 
kids' literature into their rooms. Think of bedsheets 
and pillows with cartoon characters, wall motifs 

that make them want to read fairytales and wall 
decals with famous animated movie figures. 

Splash colours:
Most parents understand that a child's room 
must exude bright happiness in terms of the 
colour scheme. Yet many desist from 
undertaking the project of altering the way the 
room looks. This is because the traditional 
belief is that to spruce up the room, one has to 
invest in recolouring the walls. However, this 
isn't true. In fact, most contemporary designers 
believe that it's better to have the walls painted 
in a sober shade and splash vibrancy in other 
ways through upholstery, accessories, 
exuberant rugs, beanbags and lots of visually 
pleasing books. 

Go natural:
Children love the outdoors and nature, and if 
you don't want them to end up as couch 
potatoes once they grow up a little, it will be 

When it comes to locating 

plots, buildings, orienting 

homes, placing decor and 

even planning gardens the 

first thing which would come 

to our mind is unhindered 

flow of  energy and a feel 

good factor. 

This is quite possible when we plan our home 
keeping in mind some important tenets of 
Feng Shui in terms of decor, alignment and 
design.
The adaptation could extend beyond the 
framework of building design as it can be used 
to enhance the interiors, furnishing , decor and 
other aspects of the deisgn elements in a 
space.
A simple approach to Feng Shui would be in 
terms of providing the right plot levels, set 
backs, proper layout and allocation of rooms. 
How do we go about this? The basic 
understanding to allocate rooms in the right 

sectors is a step after getting to know the 
interpretation of the magnetic fields and 
compass directions. Presuming that one has got 
to know the axis of the plot and located the 
cardinal magnetic directions, it becomes a lot 
easier to design a home as per Feng Shui tenets.

Some of the very 
generic rules in 
Feng Shui home 
design are:-
Main door: The main 
door should be the 
largest door in the 
home and the door 
should not open into 
a  k i t chen  a rea .  
M o r e o v e r  t h e  
position of the main 
door is critical and 
w o u l d  v a r y  
depending upon the 
direction and axis of 
the plot, however 
doors right on the 
cardinal directions 
are considered bad 

positioning.

Kitchen: What we eat, where we eat and how 
we eat are all part of the science of health and 
vitality; hence kitchen location is vital to the 
overall harmony of the home. Kitchen as many 
elements which operate in tandem or could be 
conflicting like water, fire (stove /electricity), 
metal (utensils) etc. In addition locating the 
stove and sink is of great importance so having 
the water body away from the fire is quite 
important.

Master bedroom: This is one of the most 
important rooms in a home. It is said that deep 

Way
Feng Shui 

Create a container

in your home
Garden 
A container 

garden is a 

great way 

to utilise 

the space in 

your house 

and also add 

greenery. 

This is how 

you can do 

it...

Map the area where 
you want to make the 
garden

Go for bright blooms

Since this type of a garden can make 
your home look cluttered, always select 
one specific area in your house where 
you would like to have it. This can be a 
space, either in your living area, your 
balcony or a place in your dining room.
Go for plants that can sustain for a long 
duration
Mostly built indoors, choose plants that 
can survive with minimum or no 
sunlight for days at end. However, you 
must remember to water them from 
time to time, so that they remain fresh.

Instead of going in only for green 
plants, you can also opt for flowers in 
bright colours — marigolds, lilies, etc 

are good options. They not only add to 
the beauty of the room, but also lend a 
calming effect. Make sure you choose 
flowering plants that are not seasonal.

Build the garden in such a way that it 
does not overpower your room. Since 
you also have to maintain uniformity, 
having about three to four planters 
placed side by side will make the 
garden look complete. This will also 
lend a neat look to your room and the 
plants will have enough breathing 
space.

To give the garden a more authentic 
look, you can have the planters placed 
on fake grass. If you are planning to do 

t h i s  i n  y o u r  
bedroom, make 
sure that you 
choose an area 
(possibly near 
the windows, so 
that your plants 
c a n  g e t  
sunlight). You 
can alternatively 
also use pebbles 
f o r  n o n -
flowering plants 
that need less 
water to keep 
them clean.

Do not opt for too 
many planters

Place them on faux 
grass

best to encourage this feeling of oneness with 
all things natural. Boost their love for the 
wild by cleverly infusing quirky elements 
into their abode. Wallpapers that represent 
forests or mountains and ceilings with stars 
that shine in the dark usually work well. 
Wooden furniture and flooring best 
complement such a theme. 

Create space:
 When designing an interior scheme for your 
baby's room, it's essential to keep in mind 
that he or she needs a lot of space. If you have 
one room for two children, a bunk bed is a 
great idea. Not only do children find it cool 
and fun, it also makes way for an activity 
area. Just spread a funky carpet, scatter a few 
toys here and there and the perfect playroom 
is ready. Your little princess can also lay her 
Barbie set here and delve into her beautiful 
world of fantasy.

sleep is when we reunite with the source, hence 
if we sleep deeply we awaken refreshed ready 
for the new day. Quality of sleep is far more 
important than the length of time. Certain 
locations are more conducive to peaceful sleep 
than others. Using wooden bed/cot is preferred 
as wood is benign and warm as against metal 
beds, which are cold and oppressive, and metal 
is said to be associated with the planet Saturn.
Living room: This room is the sanctuary for 
relaxation. Feng Shui treatises says that the 
centre portion or the 'tai chi' of the house is not 
conducive for major activities as it receives 
least amount of cosmic energy, hence it is 
beneficial if a major portion of the living room 
occupies the central zone of the building. 
Remember to orient your sofas and heavy 
furniture's such that they occupy the south and 
west sectors of the room and avoid furniture or 
blockages at the northeast sector of the room 
which is the knowledge sector.
Toilets: In the earlier days the toilets were 
away from the main house and later they were 
made 'en-suite' or attached. Toilets should not 
be too close to kitchen as the food energy and 
toilet energies are incompatible.
Feng Shui reminds us of the basic relationship 
between earth, man and cosmos. By adapting 
these principles our lives, we can create a 
healthy environment with harmonious living 
and working environment.

Designing homes the
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BUSINESS 10

Equity benchmark indices Sensex 
and Nifty extended their 
downward trend to the eighth day 
in a row on Friday. In the past 
eight trading days, the BSE 
benchmark has tumbled 2,644.6 
pointsart of  its efforts to expand 
presence in the southern Indian 
spice market

NEW DELHI. circumstances as well, she said.“Issues BIT as some nations wouldn’t even The Bilateral Investment 
related to the BIT are so unique to the want to give more than six months. Treaty (BIT) should be handled 
sovereign that we think BIT should be “That is an issue on which BIT becomes separately and negotiated standalone 
negotiated standalone rather than make contentious where they wouldn’t even from the Free Trade Agreements 
it as a part of FTA agreement. We think want us to give more than six months, (FTAs) by specialists with expertise in 
that BIT and its ramifications are so sometimes one year, if they are kind, for elements of policymaking such as 
important for the sovereignty of the local remedies. Within one year, for an taxation, Union Finance Minister 
country, it is important for us to have a Indian investor, or for an Indian Nirmala Sitharaman said on Saturday. 
standalone BIT, with specialists who claimant, to seek the court here within Sitharaman also underlined that before 
deal with taxation laws and elements of India and then say I have exhausted all taking up international arbitration, 
policies which are inherent to policy the available legal options, and I have to enough time should be given to the 
making to be handled separately with now go for an international arbitration, contesting parties to go through the 
due expertise,” the Minister said while is next to impossible. And even this available local remedies because that is 
speaking at the inauguration of the PG becomes an arguing, contesting, and important for the host country.Moving 
Certificate Course on International negotiating point when you are sitting forward, the framework of investment 
Commercial & Investment Treaty at the BIT table,” she said.She further treaties should capture national 
Arbitration in Delhi.Commenting on said that nations are becoming weary of interests in relation to regulatory 
the time period for local remedies, international arbitrations and are powers, strengthened guidance for 
Sitharaman said that it becomes a moving away from the established arbitrators in resolving disputes, 
contentious issue while negotiating the models of arbitration. keeping in mind nations’ interests and 

What led to stampede at New Delhi 
Railway Station which killed 18

NEW DELHI.  

crore. The valuation of TCS tumbled Rs 
34,950.72 crore to Rs 14,22,903.37 
crore.HDFC Bank's mcap eroded by Rs 
28,382.23 crore to Rs 12,96,708.35 
crore and that of ITC plunged Rs 
25,429.75 crore to Rs 5,13,699.85 
crore.The mcap of Infosys dropped Rs 
19,287.32 crore to Rs 7,70,786.76 crore 
and that of State Bank of India declined 
Rs 13,431.55 crore to Rs 6,44,357.57 
crore.The market  valuation of 
Hindustan Unilever diminished by Rs 
10,714.14 crore to Rs 5,44,647 crore 
and that of Bajaj Finance dipped Rs 
4,230.4 crore to Rs 5,20,082.42 
crore.However, the mcap of Bharti 
Airtel jumped Rs 22,426.2 crore to Rs The combined market 
9,78,631.54 crore and that of ICICI valuation of eight of the 10 most valued 

row on Friday. In the past eight trading Hindustan Unilever, Bajaj Finance and Bank climbed Rs 1,182.57 crore to Rs domestic firms eroded by Rs 2 trillion 
days, the BSE benchmark has tumbled ITC faced a combined erosion of Rs 8,88,815.13 crore.In the top-10 chart, last week, with Reliance Industries 
2,644.6 points or 3.36 per cent, and the 2,03,952.65 crore in their valuation, Reliance Industries retained the title of taking the biggest hit in line with a 
Nifty slumped 810 points or 3.41 per Bharti Airtel and ICICI Bank emerged the most valued firm followed by TCS, bearish trend in the broader stock 
cent.While Reliance Indstries, Tata as the gainers.The market capitalisation HDFC Bank, Bharti Airtel, ICICI Bank, market.Equity benchmark indices 
Consultancy Services (TCS), HDFC (mcap) of Reliance Industries tanked Rs Infosys, State Bank of India, Hindustan Sensex and Nifty extended their 
Bank, Infosys, State Bank of India, 67,526.54 crore to Rs 16,46,822.12 Unilever, Bajaj Finance and ITC.downward trend to the eighth day in a 

Mcap of 8 of top-10 valued firms tumbles 
Rs 2 trn; Reliance biggest laggard

New India Cooperative Bank's Ex-GM arrested 
for 'misappropriation' of  Rs 122 crore

will assist the administrator in carrying lakh, is insured by the Deposit Insurance MUMBAI. The Economic Offences Wing The embezzled funds include Rs 112 crore, 
out his duties.The RBI’s intervention and Credit Guarantee Corporation (EOW) of the Mumbai Police arrested which was kept in the safe at the 
followed concerns about poor governance (DICGC). As much as 90% of the bank’s Hitesh Praveenchand Mehta, a former Prabhadevi branch, and Rs 10 crore from 
practices observed at the bank. As of depositors are eligible for this guarantee, General Manager and Head of Accounts at the Goregaon branch.In his complaint, 
March 2024, New India Cooperative as their deposits are under Rs 5 lakh.New the now-defunct New India Cooperative Ghosh alleged that Mehta withdrew Rs 

India Cooperative Bank operates 30 Bank, late on Saturday evening.Mehta has 122 crore from the treasury of the Dadar 
branches, with a deposit base of Rs 2,436 been accused of embezzling a staggering and Goregaon branches. Mehta was 
crore from around 1,30,000 customers as Rs 122 crore from the bank’s treasury responsible for overseeing these branches 
of March 2024. The bank reported losses between 2020 and 2025, spanning across during his tenure. The fraud allegedly 
of Rs 22.78 crore in 2023-24 and Rs two key branches. Mehta will be occurred between 2020 and 2025, as 
30.74 crore in 2022-23.This marks the presented before a court on Sunday for Mehta was expected to retire in 
first major action against a cooperative judicial custody.The arrest came after an 2026.Mehta is being represented by 
bank in Maharashtra since the collapse FIR was filed by the Dadar Police earlier lawyer Chandrakant Ambani, who claims 
of the Punjab and Maharashtra Co-that day. The case was later transferred to that his client is being framed.On Friday, 
operative (PMC) Bank in September the EOW, which raided Mehta’s residence the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) sacked 
2019 due to large-scale fraudulent and seized certain documents.Mehta was the board of the cooperative bank and 
loans.Following that scam, the RBI taken into custody after being summoned placed it under an administrator for the 
instructed an NBFC run by the Centrum to record his statement before the EOW at next year.The RBI also banned the bank Bank had approximately 1,30,000 

Group to take over PMC, which was later the Crawford Market office in south from lending and collecting deposits depositors with an outstanding balance of 
renamed Unity Small Finance Bank.At Mumbai, in connection with the case while allowing depositors to withdraw Rs 2,436 crore.This was an increase from 
the time of its collapse, PMC had over Rs against him and others. money for the next six months, effective Rs 2,406 crore the previous year, despite 
11,600 crore in liabilities after it was Thursday.As part of the action, the RBI Based on a complaint filed by the bank’s the bank reporting losses for the past two 
found that the bank had engaged in appointed Shreekant, a former Chief now-sacked CEO, Devarshi Ghosh, a case fiscal years. In FY24, its losses rose to Rs 
fraudulent lending practices. Around 70% General Manager at the State Bank of was registered at the Dadar Police 33 crore, compared to Rs 22.8 crore in the 
of PMC’s Rs 8,380 crore loan book was India, as the administrator to manage the Station.The case was subsequently previous year. The bank’s advances 
tied up with one real estate firm, HDIL, bank's affairs.A two-member advisory transferred to the EOW for further decreased to Rs 1,175 crore from Rs 1,330 
which also went bankrupt.Despite the six-committee, consisting of Ravindra Sapra investigation. The EOW has discovered crore during this period.Despite the six-
month withdrawal ban, the RBI assured (a former general manager at SBI) and that the misappropriation of funds began month withdrawal ban, the RBI assured 
depositors that their money.chartered accountant Abhijeet Deshmukh, soon after the onset of the pandemic. depositors that their money, up to Rs 5 

 New Delhi Stock markets are expected to be 
driven by global trends and FPI trading activity 
this week after the conclusion of the earnings 
season, analysts said.Unabated foreign fund 
outflows, lower-than-expected quarterly 
earnings and global trade war fears hit market 
sentiments last week, where the benchmark 
indices Sensex and Nifty extended their 
downward trend to the eighth day in a row on 
Friday."With the conclusion of the Q3 earnings 
season, now focus will be on global 
developments amid a turbulent market 
environment on account of Donald Trump's 
trade policies," Siddhartha Khemka, Head - 
Research, Wealth Management, Motilal Oswal 
Financial Services Ltd, said.

 Moreover, the rupee-dollar trend and movement 
of Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, will 
also be tracked by investors."With the earnings 
season behind us, market focus will shift to 
trends in FII (Foreign Institutional Investors) 

flows and currency movements for further cues. 
Additionally, speculation regarding US tariffs 
and their impact on global trade will remain a 
key factor to watch," Ajit Mishra SVP, 
Research, Religare Broking Ltd, said.The US 
FOMC (Federal Open Market Committee) 
meeting minutes will also be in focus this week.

Osho Krishan, Senior Analyst - Technical & 
Derivatives, Angel One Ltd, said, "In the 
absence of key domestic triggers, global 
developments are more likely to provide 
impetus in setting up our market tone."

 In the last eight trading days, the BSE benchmark 
tanked 2,644.6 points or 3.36 per cent, and the 
NSE Nifty slumped 810 points or 3.41 per cent.

"Several factors cntributed to the market 
downturn, with sentiment being particularly 
rattled by US President Donald Trump's 
announcement of reciprocal tariffs on US 
trading partners. Additionally, weak Q3 
corporate earnings and sustained FII outflows 
further weighed on investor confidence," 
Puneet Singhania, Director at Master Trust 
Group, said.

What will drive Stock 
Markets this week? Experts’ 
comments

Trends, FIIs trading 
activity to drive mkt 

trends this week: Analysts
nor was there any change in railways due to which the station got  New Delhi At least 18 people were 
platform... The incident is being o v e r c r o w d e d  a n d  b e c a m e  killed over a dozen injured in a 
investigated, so let the committee uncontrollable. There was a stampede stampede that broke out late Saturday 
submit their report and findings," he at platform 14 and near escalator near night at the New Delhi Railway 
added. platform 16," the DCP said.Station. While the Railways has 

constituted a high-level committee to  What did eyewitnesses say?
probe the incident, initial reports and  A porter (coolie) at the New Delhi 
eyewitness accounts revealed what Railway Station, who has worked 
led to the stampede. According to there since 1981, said he had never 
Himanshu Shekhar Upadhyay, chief seen a crowd this big before. 
public relations officer of Northern "Prayagraj Special was supposed to 
Railway, the incident happened on leave from platform number 12, but 
platform 14 and 15. A crowd of it was shifted to platform number 
passengers was waiting there to 16. When the crowd waiting at 
board trains for Maha Kumbh Mela platform 12 and the crowd waiting 
in Prayagraj. "When this tragic outside tried to reach platform 16, 
incident took place yesterday, people started colliding and fell on  Sudden surge in sale of tickets
Magadh Express going towards Patna the escalator and stairs. Several  In an official statement, Deputy 
was standing on platform number 14 coolies gathered there to stop the Commissioner of Police (DCP) 
of New Delhi Railway Station, and crowd," news agency ANI quoted him Railway KPS Malhotra said platform 
Uttar Sampark Kranti going towards as saying. "We took at least 15 bodies number 14 was already very crowded 
Jammu was standing on platform and loaded them in an ambulance. when the Prayagraj Express train was 
number 15. During this, a passenger There were only shoes and clothes on waiting there for its departure.
coming towards platforms 14-15 the platform. When the crowd waiting  The officer said Swatantra Senani slipped and fell on the stairs, and at platform 12 and the crowd from Express and Bhubaneshwar Rajdhani many passengers standing behind outside tried to reach platform 16, Express were delayed and the him were hit, and this tragic incident people started colliding and fell on the passengers of these trains were also took place," Upadhyay said.   "This is escalator and stairs. We called police, present on platform numbers 12, 13 being investigated by a high-level fire tenders, and 3-4 ambulances and 14. "As per CMI, every hour committee. No train was cancelled, reached there, and .1,500 general tickets were sold by 

US plane carrying second 
batch of  116 illegal 
immigrants lands in 
Amritsar
NEW DELHI.  A US plane carrying 116 illegal 

Indian immigrants landed at the Amritsar 
International Airport late Saturday night, official 
sources said.A C-17 aircraft landed at the airport 
around 11.35 pm as against the expected time of 10 
pm, sources said. This is the second batch of such 
Indians to be deported by the Donald Trump 
administration as part of its crackdown on illegal 
immigrants.

It was not immediately clear whether the deportees 
were in shackles, like the previous batch was.

The deportees will be allowed to head to their homes 
after completion of formalities including 
immigration, verification, and background checks.

 Many from the first batch of illegal immigrants 
landed here on February 5, most of them, from 
Punjab, said they wanted to migrate to the US for a 
better life for their families, but were duped by 
their agents. Their dreams were shattered when 
they were caught on the US border and sent back in 
shackles.Earlier, there were reports that the plane 
would carry 119 immigrants, but as per an updated 
list of passengers, the number of deportees in the 
second batch was 116, sources said.

Of the fresh batch of deportees, 65 are from Punjab, 
33 from Haryana, eight from Gujarat, two each 
from Uttar Pradesh, Goa, Maharashtra and 
Rajasthan, and one each from Himachal Pradesh 
and Jammu and Kashmir. Most of them are aged 18 
to 30, as per the sources.The families of some of the 
deportees reached the airport to receive them.A 
third plane carrying 157 deportees is expected to 
land on February 16, sources said.

On February 5, a US military aircraft carrying 104 
illegal Indian immigrants landed at the Amritsar 
airport. Of them, 33 each were from Haryana and 
Gujarat, and 30 were from Punjab.

The family members of the second batch of illegal 
Indian immigrants deported seemed in a state of 
shock, with many of them saying that they raised 
money by pledging farm land and cattle to send 
them abroad for a bright future.

NEW DELHI. Modi government has given priority 
to industry and trade as it realises business plays a 
key role in achieving the goal of India becoming a 
developed nation by 2047, said labour and 
employment minister Mansukh Mandaviya. The 
taxes they pay are used for funding welfare 
policies that benefit everyone, especially the poor, 
he said.Speaking at the ET Now Global Business 
Summit, Mandaviya said that since 2014 India has 
seen ambitious aims being set and a roadmap 
being devised to achieve that. "If you have a train 
to catch, you must reach the station in time and be 
on the platform in front of your coach to board it. If 
you are not there, the train will arrive on its 
scheduled time and leave without you. That is the 
memory I have of 1985 when I was in school and 
the then PM Rajiv Gandhi spoke an India of the 
21st century. But there was no road map and we 
missed that bus then. Preparation is key. PM Modi 
ensured that and now we are on right track to 
achieving our goals," Mandaviya, who is also 
minister for sports and youth affairs said.

"Modi has given a chance to the youth - which is all 
they needed - with his visionary programmes 
including 'Make in India, Startup India' and focus 
of self reliance. A decade ago, India had four 
unicorns, now there are 118," he said.

New Delhi.Stock markets are expected to be driven by 
global trends and FPI trading activity this week after 
the conclusion of the earnings season, analysts said.

Unabated foreign fund outflows, lower-than-expected 
quarterly earnings and global trade war fears hit 
market sentiments last week, where the benchmark 
indices Sensex and Nifty extended their downward 
trend to the eighth day in a row on Friday. “With the 
conclusion of the Q3 earnings season, now focus will 
be on global developments amid a turbulent market 
environment on account of Donald Trump’s trade 
policies,” Siddhartha Khemka, Head – Research, 
Wealth Management, Motilal Oswal Financial 
Services Ltd, said.Analyzing FPI/FII Flows and 
Currency Movements trend and movement of Brent 
crude, the global oil benchmark, will also be tracked 
by investors.“With the earnings season behind us, 
market focus will shift to trends in FII (Foreign 
Institutional Investors) flows and currency 
movements for further cues. Additionally, 
speculation regarding US tariffs and their impact on 
global trade will remain a key factor to watch,” Ajit 
Mishra – SVP, Research, Religare Broking Ltd, said.

The US FOMC (Federal Open Market Committee) 
meeting minutes will also be in focus this week.Osho 
Krishan, Senior Analyst – Technical & Derivatives, 
Angel One Ltd, said, “In the absence of key domestic 
triggers, global developments are more likely to 
provide impetus in setting up our market tone.” In the 
last eight trading days, the BSE benchmark tanked 
2,644.6 points or 3.36 per cent, and the NSE Nifty 
slumped 810 points or 3.41 per cent.“Several factors 
contributed to the market downturn, with sentiment 
being particularly rattled by US President Donald 
Trump’s announcement of reciprocal tariffs on US 
trading partners. Additionally, weak Q3 corporate 
earnings and sustained FII outflows further weighed 
on investor confidence,” Puneet Singhania, Director 
at Master Trust Group, said.

Biz key to becoming 
developed, have given it 
priority: Mandaviya

BITs should be negotiated separately from FTAs, keep 
nations’ interests in mind: FM Sitharaman
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