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Lalu Prasad sparks row, blames
Railways for New Delhi stampede

Sanjay Kumar
Patna, Feb 16: RJD chief Lalu Prasad
lashed out at the BJPled central govern-
ment over the New Delhi railway station
incident, demanding the railway minis-

complete failure of the Railways,” said
the former Union minister At least 18
people were Kkilled and over a dozen
injured in the stampede that erupted late
Saturday night at the crowded New
Delhi railway station. Authorities
«were yet to confirm the exact

from Bihar. When asked about
the large crowds heading to
A Prayagraj for the mega religious

" lgathering, Prasad said, “The
#/Kumbh has no meaning... It is
just meaningless.” Reacting to
Ui\ Prasad's remarks, Bihar BJP
spokesperson Manoj Sharma said
they exposed the RJD’s mindset
towards the Hindu religion. “He is mak-
ing such comments due to his politics of
appeasement. The RJD leaders have
always insulted the religious sentiments
of Hindus. The latest statement of Lalu
Prasad calling the Maha Kumbh mean-
ingless exposes the party’s mindset
towards the Hindu religion,” said
Sharma A wrong platform change
announcement may have triggered the
stampede, according to sources quoted
by , a claim also made by some eyewit-
nesses.

tel’ S resignation. Rashtriya J anata Dal
(RJID) chief Lalu Prasad Yadav on
Sunday stirred controversy by calling
the Maha Kumbh “meaningless” while
blaming the Railways for the stampede
in New Delhi that left 18 dead. He also
lashed out at the BJPled central govern-
ment over the New Delhi railway station
incident, demanding the railway minis-
ter’s resignation. “The stampede episode
is very disturbing. It has exposed the
inadequate arrangements made by the
central government. The railway minis-
ter must resign after this incident... it's a

Police remove illegal
checkposts put up on

national highway in Manipur
New Delhi, Feb 16: Security forces on
Saturday dismantled checkposts illegally
mounted by local residents on the highway

AAP accuses Centre of covering up
New Delhi station stampede

Navdeep Singh Sahni

Rahul Gandhi accuses railways of ‘negligence’
in New Delhi station stampede

Sheela Devi, 50, Vyom, 25, Poonam Devi, 40, Lalita
Devi, 35, Suruchi, 11, Krishna Devi, 40, Vijay Sah,
15, Neeraj, 12, Shanti Devi, 40, Pooja Kumar, 8,
Sangeeta Malik, Poonam both aged 34,
Mamta Jha, 40, Riya Singh, 7, Baby Kumari,
24, and Manoj, 47. NDRF Commandant
Daulat Ram Chaudhary confirmed that the
situation was now under control. "...The situ-
ation is under control now. The injured have
been evacuated... We received information
about a stampede at platform no. 14 at the sta-
tion... We are carrying out the rescue opera-
tions..." According to Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP) Railway, KPS Malhotra, the
incident occurred when a large number of
passengers gathered on platform no. 14,
where the Prayagraj Express was stationed.
Additionally, delays in the departures of the
Swatantrata Senani Express and
Bhubaneswar Rajdhani led to further conges-
tion at platforms 12, 13, and 14. Meanwhile,
the Railway Board, on Sunday, informed that a two-
member high-level committee had been formed to
investigate the matter and determine the cause of
the stampede at New Delhi railway station on
Saturday. The situation is under control, and the
passengers have been sent by special train.

Congress demands railway minister’s
resignation over New Delhi stampede
ST Correspondent

around 10 pm when thousands of devotees were
heading to Prayagraj for the Maha Kumbh 2025
festival, causing severe overcrowding at the sta-

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Feb 16: Congress MP Rahul Gandhi
expressed grief over the stampede at New
Delhi Railway Station that killed 18 people, =
calling it "extremely saddening and dis-
tressing." Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on Sunday expressed
grief over the stampede at New Delhi
Railway Station, calling it "extremely sad
and distressing." In his X post, he wrote,
"The news of several people dying and
many getting injured due to the stampede
at New Delhi Railway Station is extremely
sad and distressing. I express my deepest
condolences to the bereaved families and
hope for the speedy recovery of the injured.
This incident once again highlights the fail-
ure of the Railways and the insensitivity of
the government. Considering the large
number of devotees going to Prayagraj, bet-
ter arrangements should have been made
at the station. The government and administration
should ensure that no one has to lose their life due
to mismanagement and negligence." The stampede
at New Delhi Railway Station on Saturday resulted
in deaths of 18 people. The incident happened

tion. Indian Railways Northern CPRO told ANI that
a tragic incident unfolded at New Delhi Railway
Station when a passenger lost balance and slipped
on the stairs leading to platforms 14 and 15, result-
ing in several others getting injured, The deceased
were identified as Aaha Devi, 79, Pinky Devi, 41,

New Delhi, Feb 16: Congress leader Supriya

. e
persons and the railways minister's Shrinate alleged it was the administration’s failure that

trains was the reason behind the stam-

connecting Imphal and Churachandpur dis-
tricts of Manipur Security forces on Saturday
dismantled checkposts illegally mounted by
local residents on the highway connecting
Imphal and Churachandpur districts of
Manipur, two days after President’s Rule was
imposed in the ethnic strife-torn northeastern
state, police said. The illegal checkposts at
Churachandpur district was set up by village
volunteers of Kuki-Zo community on National
Highway 2 in May 2023, when violence first
struck the state, to prevent entry of Meiteis
from Imphal and Bishnupur valley districts.
Since then, ethnic violence in the state has
killed at least 250 people. This is the first time
in the last 21 months that forces have managed
to dismantle the checkposts to take control of
the area to ensure free movement of vehicles.
In a statement issued on Saturday, the Manipur
police said forces have taken over the area as
the security situation has improved, and will
now ensure free movement of civilian vehicles.
“On February 15, joint security forces disman-
tled volunteer check posts at Kaprang and S
Kwatlian at Churachandpur on NH-2.

FM calls for a new model for hilateral investment treaties

New Delhi, Feb 16: The Aam Aadmi
Party on Sunday accused the Centre
of trying to cover up the stampede
incident at the New Delhi railway sta-
tion, which claimed 18 lives and ren- ‘34| !
dered several injured. At a press con-
ference, AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Singh said that some people are
claiming that the number of dead was
more than what has been announced
officially. “They are trying to deny
that such an incident happened. How
long will the government's tendency
of dilly-dallying and insensitivity con-
tinue?” Singh said, according to PTI.
“When will the government and the
Railway minister's responsibility be .
fixed?" What Priyanka Gandhi said
after Congress draws blank in Delhi
elections Lalit Modi confirms breakup
with Sushmita Sen, shares video with
new partner Further, citing witnesses,
the Rajya Sabha MP alleged that an
announcement of platform change for

responsibility in the incident. The New
Delhi railway station turned into a scene
of panic and chaos when a stam-
pede left 18 people dead and sev-
eral others injured. The incident
took place aronud 10pm, when
thousands of passengers, many
of them Maha Kumbh pilgrims,
crowded the station. According
to eyewitnesses, a mix-up in
1 train” announcements set off a

chain reaction of confusion and
W15 panic. According to the police,
the passengers got confused
between 'Prayagraj Express and
Prayagraj Special'. Delhi Police
sources told PTI that the
announcement of the 'Prayagraj
Special' arriving at Platform 16 led to
confusion among the waiting passengers
because the Prayagraj Express was
already at Platform 14. Additionally, four
trains were heading to Prayagraj, out of
which three were delayed, causing unex-
pected overcrowding.

pede. "It is being said that an announce-
ment was made about a train's platform

A

led to the stampede at the New Delhi railway station
The Congress on Sunday accused the government of
gross negligence following the stampede at New Delhi
Railway Station on Saturday, which claimed 18 lives,
and demanded the resignation or removal of Union
railway minister Ashwini Vaishnaw. “The railway min-
ister must resign with immediate effect, or he must be
removed,” said Congress leader Supriya Shrinate dur-
ing a press conference in Delhi. “With a lot of faith and
belief, people came to the Maha Kumbh, but it was the
administration’s failure that led to this tragedy,” she

change from 12 to 14. That was also the
cause of the stampede. Was railways not
aware that such an announcement may
cause a stampede?" Singh asked. He also
extended his party's condolences to the
families of the deceased and demanded
adequate compensation for the affected

said. “Among the deceased were chlldren aged seven,
eight, twelve and fifteen. What was their fault?... Who
is responsible for the massacre of these devotees?” she

Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Feb 16: Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said on Saturday that
the country needs a new model for bilater-
al investment treaties (BITSs), saying the
2016 template is “inadequate” for meeting
countries’ requirements and that invest-
ment treaties should be kept separate
from future free trade agreements. Union
finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman
observed that even developed economies
are moving away from “old-fashioned”
BITs that prioritised investor protection
but “inadvertently” led to situations where
sovereign space was “completely left open
and loose,” failing to adequately protect
national interests. Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the first postgraduate certificate
course on international commercial and
investment treaty arbitration, Sitharaman
emphasised that including BITs within
free trade agreements (FTAs) often
reduces them to “a negotiating card,” com-
promising their fundamental purpose.

“Issues related to BIT are so unique to the
sovereign that we think BIT should be
negotiated as a standalone negotiation
rather than make it as a part of an FTA
agreement,” said the finance minis-
ter, who mentioned an overhaul was
in the works while presenting the
Union Budget on February 1. The
announcement comes at a crucial
time as India negotiates FTAs with
major economies, including the
United Kingdom and European
Union, which favour comprehensive
agreements encompassing both
trade and investment deals simulta-
neously. Sitharaman observed that
even developed economies are mov-
ing away from “old-fashioned” BITs
that prioritised investor protection but
“inadvertently” led to situations where sov-
ereign space was “completely left open
and loose,” failing to adequately protect
national interests. Drawing from the expe-
riences of emerging economies and the
Global South, including India, the minister

noted these nations have “borne the
brunt” of such treaties as they encroached
upon their policy space. She indicated the
forthcoming model BIT would “restore

what is the right of the Parliament” and
sovereign authority, particularly regarding
taxation matters. The minister referenced
her recent budget statement, confirming
India’s signing of BITs with two countries
in 2024. “As proposed in the Interim
Budget... the current model BIT will be

Travel advisory against Assam major hurdle

attracting foreign investment: CM Himanta Sarma

Naresh Malhotra

Assam, Feb 16: Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said that travel advisory

against the northeastern region by several
countries is a major challenge in attracting
investments, even as the state gears up for
a mega business summit here later this
month. Assam chief minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma addresses a press conference
regarding 'Advantage Assam 2.0 -
Investment and Infrastructure Summit
2025', at Dispur in Guwahati on Saturday.
Sarma said he has requested the countries
to view Assam ‘in isolation’ and not club all
the North Eastern states together, with
talks underway with Japan and Australia to
persuade them to withdraw the adverse
advisory. Addressing a press conference in
the run-up to ‘Advantage Assam 2.0
Investment and Infrastructure Summit',
Sarma said,

“Most embassies have marked
Assam in ‘grey' and have a statutory warning
for its citizens against visiting Assam, as the
state is clubbed together as ‘North East'
Removing these advisories is the topmost pri-
ority for us.” He said countries like Japan and
Australia are being persuaded to change this

advisory, with a team from the Asian country
already here to look into the matter while an
Australian delegation is scheduled to reach
shortly. There is no adverse situation in Assam,

S
v

revamped and made more investor-friend-
ly,” she said in her Budget speech on
February 1, adding that the new frame-
work would help reduce arbitration costs.
C1t1ng United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
data, Sitharaman revealed that of
1,368 registered investment treaty
cases, approximately 70% are pur-
sued against developing nations
under old-generation treaties. She
highlighted concerns about wealthy
commercial interests purchasing
arbitration cases and pursuing
lengthy legal battles across jurisdic-
tions, putting sovereign states at a
disadvantage. “The average amount
: sought by investors in Investor-State
Dispute Settlement (ISDS) cases is $1.1
billion, which remains a considerable bur-
den for the Global South,” Sitharaman
said. She noted that corporations have
employed ISDS mechanisms to challenge
government policies, environmental regu-
lations and public interest laws.

in

asked. She said that the authorities knew the expected
crowd size but failed to make adequate arrangements.
“The railways knew this many people could be expect-
ed. 1,500 general tickets were sold every hour at New
Delhi station yesterday. What were the arrangements
to manage the crowd? How many police personnel
were there? How many RPF personnel were there?”
she said. “Were they announcing to control the crowd,
or is what people are saying true—that the platform
was changed at the last minute, leading to panic?” she
said. “This was your preparation? Whoever is going to
the Mahakumbh is going with faith and because of the
invitation from the government, but they should pre-
pare accordingly—there is no preparation for safety,
traffic, or police administration,” she added. She fur-
ther alleged that the government was trying to sup-
press reports of the tragedy. “Despite so much happen-
ing, instead of taking responsibility and saying we
were wrong, the public is blamed,” she said. “There
are two Indias under this government—one where
VVIPs receive special treatment at the Mahakumbh
and another where common people are left to be
crushed... What happened on the 29th of January and
yesterday makes it look like the common man’s life has
no value,” she added.

Akhilesh Yadav demands extension of

Maha Kumbh: ‘There are elderly people’

and all stakeholders including government,
media and public, have to be together to drive
home this point, he asserted. “As chief minis-
ter of Assam, I cannot influence other states.
What I am doing is asking them (foreign
nations), to view Assam in isolation,” he added.
“To attract foreign investment, the travel advi-
sory has to be withdrawn. And at the same
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time, we also have to show them our strengths,
like skilling options for our human resources,
peace and stability — politically, economically
and in law and order,” he said. Non-availability
of vast tracts of land needed for setting up
big industries is also a problem for the
state, which the government is working
on to address, the CM added. “The state
Cabinet will approve many SEZs tomor-
row, and we hope that we can navigate
through this problem of acquiring land
together,” he said. “In spite of these limita-
tions, we are in the process of ensuring
foreign investment this time. And if we
can address these issues, more invest-
ment will come,” he maintained. The two-
day business summit will be inaugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
February 25 in presence of over 10 top
industry leaders including Gautam Adani,
Mukesh Ambani and N Chandrasekaran,
among others. Japan, Australia, Bhutan,
Singapore, Thailand and Malaysia have con-
firmed participation as ‘partner countries'.
Philippines, Finland, Iceland, Austria and the
Republic of Korea have confirmed presence in
the summit, while confirmation from 14 other
countries is awaited.

o

Lucknow, Feb 15: According to the UP
government, as of today, nearly 50.11
crore people have taken holy dips in the
Triveni Sangam at Prayagraj. Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav urged the

-l A
Uttar Pradesh government to extend the
Maha Kumbh period so that elderly devo-
tees could take a holy dip at Triveni
Sangam. While alleging that the Yogi
Adityanath government “under-reported”
the turnout at the Maha Kumbh, Yadav
said at a press conference,"By now, 600
million people (60 crores) must have
taken a bath, but the government is not

disclosing the actual number. They are
deliberately underreporting figures so
that, in the future, if someone studies the
administrative or management aspects,
their failures and mismanagement will be
exposed." "There are many elderly
people-those above sixty-five or sev-
enty years-who have not been able to
take a bath. They wished to partici-
pate in religious programs, but due to
various reasons, they couldn't. At one
time, the Kumbh used to last seventy-
five days. During  Emperor
Harshavardhana's time, it was even
longer, attracting people from all reli-
gions and distant places. So, we
demand the government extend it,"
|ANI quoted the former UP chief min-
ister as saying. Highlighting logistical
challenges, he pointed to traffic conges-
tion and the risk of stampedes as key rea-
sons for elderly devotees missing the
event. He also slammed the government
for failing to use drone technology effec-
tively. "The government had earlier stated
that drones should be used, and even con-
ducted programs on it.
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Producer Listin Stephen initiates
talks to solve difference of
opinion in KFPA

KOCHLI. Producer Listin Stephen has taken a
conciliatory approach to resolve the
ongoing issues in the Malayalam film
industry. Speaking to the media on
Saturday, Listin, who is also the treasurer of
the Kerala Film Producers Association
{KFPA), announced that he will take steps
to address the concerns.

The recent controversy sparked a war of
words between  producers and  artists,
Acknowledging the tension, Listin
admitted that social media posts and
remarks between producers were
unnecessary. He said he has initiated
discussions with Antony Perumbavoor and
Suresh Kumar, the vice-president of KFPA,
to find a solution. Listin said that the issues
should have been discussed between the
two producers. “Both of them are
association members. The Facebook post
and personal remarks were unnecessary.
They are our members and will stand for the
decisions of the association. [ have initiated
a discussion with both Antony
Perumbavoor and Suresh Kumar,” he said.

“There was a discussion in the association
about the rising production cost,
remuneration of the actors and technicians,
and low demand for our films on OTT
platforms. Antony Perumbavoor was noi
aware of the discussion as he didn’t attend
the meeting,” he said, adding that the
association will go ahead with the indefinite
strike from June if the discussions with the
government fail to bring a solution for the
financial crisis the film industry is facing.

According to him, other issues that were
discussed in the meeting of representatives
of film bodies held last week were
minimum theatre guarantee,
actor/technician remuneration, and double
taxation.

Tirupati techie’s endeavour for
sustainable growth, social change

TIRUPATI.  Shivaji Paleti has carved a
unigue path by seamlessly  integrating
technology, social service and
environmental activism for sustainability
and social change. A software engineer,
entreprencur  and  environmentalist,  his
journey began as an NSS volunteer and
student leader at Sri Venkateswara
University (2005-08) in Tirupati. Over the
years, he participated in the LEAD INDIA-

STATE
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Tension after burial of intercaste

TIRUPATTUR. Vanivambadi DSP A
Vijaykumar on Saturday arrested
Ciovindapuram panchayat president K Palani
under the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act for
refusing to bury B0-year-old Kanakammal in
her native Kanavaipudur village, as her
grandson, B Sasikumar, who belongs 1o a
dominant caste had married a Dalit woman.
Following the arrest, villagers (predominantly
belonging to the same dominant caste)
gheraoed the DSP office, demanding Palani’s
release. The village “heads”, backed by the
villagers, had also demanded that they would
only permit the burial if the couple wouldn’t
attend the funeral and Sasikumar and his mother
give up their property rights.

Sasikumar’s wife P Sandhya said that afier
Kanakammal's death on February 5, the family
had informed the village “heads™ as per the
customary practice. “Immediately, they said
there was no place for her in the village. Aller
several negotiations, they said both my hushand
and 1 had 1o leave during the funeral
ceremony. We agreed to it. Then, they said my
mother-in-law Amudha would not be allowed to
perform the last rites and watch it from a
distance. We agreed to that as well.” They
further demanded that Amudha donate her
properties to the village and that Sasikumar give
up his property rights to his sisters and cut ties
with his family and village,

Sandhya added that villagers did not allow the
icebox (to store the body) to be brought inside
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the village. They allegedly threatened Amudha
that she too would not be given a place for burial
when she died. The family was then foreed to
travel 10 kilometres to Minnur village, where
Kanakammal's elder daughter resided, 1o bury
her there. “This is the village in which she grew
up and was married 1o as well. It was sad 1o see
that there was no place given for her,” Sandhya
said.In April 2024, Sasikumar and Sandhya got
married in a private ceremony as Sasikumar’s
family had not agreed to their marriage.
Following their wedding, Sandhya told TNIE
thai the village heads, including president
Palani, and *seniors™ like Babu, Udayakumar,
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Balu, and Velu, ostracised Sasikumar from the
village,

“When we came to collect certificates needed to
register our marriage, my husband was
physically assaulted, and 1 was derogated with
casteist remarks.” Her husband was assaulted a
second time when he attended a village festival,
she alleged.

On February 7, Sandhya filed a complaint against

all five village heads with Vamiyambadi taluk
police. DSP Vijaykumar confirmed to TNIE
that all five individuals named in the complaint
had discriminated against the family due to
Sandhya’s caste.

Discriminatory wall will block access to our
only pathway, say SC residents of Thindiyur

MADURAL Around 20 Scheduled Caste
families residing in Ward 1 of Thindiyur village
objected to the construction of a
*discriminatory” wall by a caste Hindu on
encroached land near their houses, as it would
affect access to the pathway. While they also
staged a protest, the police denied their claims
that the wall is discriminatory or is being bualt
on encroached land. A Ramam{mﬁhy (39), a
SC resident from the locality said, two sides of’
the houses are surrounded by a steam of the
Thathankulam kanmai, and to reach the road on
the third side, they must cross the house of a
caste Hindu. While the fourth side was the only
access point, a caste Hindu attempted to build a
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with the families residing on the third side.” he

about twenty years ago and were issued
patias by the government in 2023-24. On the
second side, the water level goes up and
breaches into the homes during rains. “We
have been able 1o manage as the fourth side
allows the water to escape,” he said.

U Vijay (28), a resident of Thindiyur flagged
how the government issued land for people
without providing a proper pathway. A top
police official said the land was noi
encroached upon, but the caste Hindu
attempted to build the wall on his unused
land, used as a pathway by members of the
SC community. As the people staged a

protest, revenue officials will again measure the

‘If Hinduism is
Talibanised,
world would be
destroyed’: Sri M

Kerala. You are not a conventional
spiritual leader. You are married,
have conducted padayatra from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir, and
have been a mediator when
political killings happened. What
makes you different from other
spiritual leaders?

What you said is one of the factors
that makes me distinct (smiles).
But there's a slight correction to
saying that I'm not seen as a
conventional spiritual person, |
have a parampara. My guru was
from Nath Sampradaya
(Gorakhnath). In Nath
Sampradaya, there are married
and unmarried persons. My guru
asked me to lead a normal life.

Who is Sri M in reality? A
spiritual leader, mystic or a
social activist?

If you ask that in depth, there is no
Sri M, there is only the soul. My
birth name was Mumtaz Ali
Khan. The first letter starts with
M. When I was given deeksha in
MNath Sampradaya, a Nath name
was needed. So 1 was called
Madhukar Nath. He {(guru) used
to call me Madhu, That also starts
with M. But what makes me
happy is that the M in Sri M
means manushyan or manay
(human being). I am a human
being and I am free of all other
definitions. Sri was prefixed by
someone, Even if you call me M,
I'm happy. If I'm addressed as Mr
M, I'll be the boss of James Bond
(laughs out).

In your autobiography, it is said
that vou undertook a journey at
the age of 19. Why did you have
to travel to the Himalayas to
seek your spiritual purpose?

At the age of nine, my guru placed
his hands over my head. It was
after that episode that spirituality
manifested in me and changed
my life. Till the age of 19, | was in
Thiruvananthapuram and met a
lot of spiritual leaders. But 1 did
not think of accepting any of
them as my guru. So, afier
hearing about gurus and yogis in
the Himalayas, | was attracted to
go there. | left without informing

2020 ipiliativc sad the Im!ilu Against wall, Ramamoorthy said, adding that it was  added. land in front of their houses, and an alternate  anyone. 1 had to face a lot of
Corruption movement along with Dr APJ being built on encroached land. M Muthuselvam (43), another SC resident of  path will be provided on the third side. headded.  difficulties. Finally, 1 found
Abdul Kalam and Anna “If the wall is constructed, it would block access  Thathankulam, said a total 40 families, District Collector M S Sangeetha was not  Babaji at Vyasa guha. 1 was with

Hazare. Academically, Shivaji holds an for the families as they already have a dispute  including caste Hindus, settled in the locality  available for comments. him for three and a halfyears.

MCA [rom India, an MS in Computers and
Information Security Systems [rom the
USA, and is currently pursuing a PhD in IT
and Blockchain Technology. He is also the
founder of Germinate Technologies Inc., a
startup focused on sustainable, tech-driven
solutions.

A dedicated environmentalist, Shivaji has
lead afforestation projects, planting over
20,000 trees. His initiative,
Conneci2Farmers, promoies chemical-free
farming and sustainability campaigns,
including plastic-free Tirupati and plastic-
free planet.

His contributions include “Neeru-Chettu,” a
rainwater harvesting project inspired by
Isha Foundation's Green Hands initiative,
“Water conservation is essential.
Sustainable solutions like rainwater
harvesting can saleguard our future,” he
says. His environmental efforts extend to
seed-Ganesha awareness, organic markets,
seed ball workshops, and plastic cleanup
drives. As the Environmeni Club
chairperson of Rotary Club Tirupati and
Connect2Farmers, he continues to advocate
for ecological preservation.

From cultural cradle to global
innovation hub: How Hyderabad is
leading India’s GCC revolution

Hyderabad. once known as a cradle of culture
and history, is now rapidly transforming into
a dynamic nerve centre for Global
Capability Centers (GCCs). With over 355
GCCs emploving more than 3 lakh
professionals, the city accounts for nearly
15% of India’s 2,000+ GCC ecosystem,

Ower the past year, marquee names like Eli
Lilly, Marriott International and Evemorth
have either established or announced new
GCCs, a sign of Hyderabad's rising
prominence as a global innovation and
technology hub,

GCCs, offshore units set up by MNCs to
handle functions ranging from IT and R&D
to finance and customer operations, are no
longer mere support arms. They have
evolved into strategic innovation hubs,
driven by Hyderabad's talent pool,
technological advancements, and
collaborative ecosystems. GCCs are India-
based extensions of global firms, handling
technology, business operations and other
back-office functions exclusively for their
parent company. Unlike BPOs and call
centres, which are typically third-party
vendors serving multiple clients, GCCs are
owned and operated by the parent company
and dedicated o its needs. The GCC boom
has spawned a thriving support ecosystem
led by three key players: consulting firms,
outsourcing partners and new-age enablers
offering end-to-end solutions. Vikram
Ahuja, co-founder of ANSE, explains,
“Successful GOCs thrive,

Sub-registrar offices to get
new queue system in Andhra

GUNTUR. The State government has decided to
implement a Dynamic Queue Management System in all
sub-registrar offices across the State. The initiative aims
to reduce congestion, improve efficiency, and provide a
seamless experience for citizens availing registration
services. Orders for its implementation have already been
issued, and the system is expected to be operational from
the first week of April. The primary objective of this
system is to address the issue of overcrowding in
registration offices, which often witness heavy footfall,
especially on auspicious days when a large number of
people visit for property and marriage registrations. With
the new system in place, citizens will have the flexibility
to book their appointment slots in advance, allowing
them to plan their visits efficiently and avoid long waiting

times at registration offices.

The new system will function through an online data entry
and appointment booking mechanism. Citizens can
complete data entry and document preparation through
the Registration and Stamps Department’s web portal or

mobile application.

Slot booking to be free, Rs 100 to be charged for

cancellation

Afiter submitting details, an application 1D is generated,
which serves as a reference for paying duties online and
booking a slot at the registration office. They can select
the required service, such as document or marriage
registration, and receive a unique digital token with a QR
code for verification. Each token will be linked to a
unmigue QR code, which will be assigned to the respective
sub-registrar office, ensuring a structured and transparent
process, This system will not only reduce manual

Karnataka. Two high-octane events held
earlier this week ended on an optimistic
note. The Global Investors Meet -Invest
Karnataka 2025 attracted Rs 10.27 lakh
crore in investment commitments,
while the 15TH edition of India’s
premier airshow, Aero India 2025,
showeased a big leap ahead for the
domestic defence manufacturing sector.
However, the real action begins now, as
accomplishing the task set out requires
much time, effort and focus.

The biggest takeaway from the Global
Investors” Meet is that 75% of the
investment commitments are for outside
Bengaluru. That is a big gain for the
state and a relief to the state capital,
which can no longer cope with
burgeoning growth.Chock-a-block
roads, which caused traffic congestion
for several hours on high-density airport
corridors during the air show, yet again
proved the limitations of the city’s
infrastructure and the administrators.
Given the profile of the two big events
that had attendees from around the
world, traffic should have been
managed more aptly to give an even
better impression of Bengaluru and
India. A lack of coordination between
the military and civil authorities was
evident.

workload, but also enhance accountability and minimise Notwithstanding its infrastructure

delays in service delivery.

limitations, Bengaluru and Karnataka

continue to be among the top investment
destinations. The investors’ meet again
proved it The real challenge is nol
attracting investments to Bengaluru —
which has already attained a global
status and a critical mass to continue on
its growth trajectory — but o spread it

to lesser developed regions of the state
to ensure equitable growth and

development in Karnataka.

North Karnataka — especially Kalyan
Karnataka — needs a bigger push. 1t is
encouraging to know that 45% of the
invesiments commitied during the
investors” meet are for MNorth Karnataka.
Although a district-wise break-up
would throw more light, the
government s focus on taking industries
beyond Bengaluru is a welcome move.

Karnataka eyes big gains as investors’
meet, airshow boosts growth

Minister for Indusiries and Infrastructure
MB Patil is confident of converting
commiiments into investments and is
realistic that the process will ke its
own time. Those associated with
previous editions of investors” meels
and the process ol [ollowing up with
investors are cautiously optimistic
about the outcome.The Memorandums
of Understanding (MoUs) merely
reflect the intent of the firms to invest in
the state and that the government will
provide facilities and concessions as per
its policies.

THE SIKH TIMES

Edited, Printed, Published
Owned by Simmi Babbar
M- 31, D Mulcherjes Mg
Irexlhi=1 10005
Printecd at Qaumi Patrika Printing
Press, Acd4/ 8144, Tronlca Cloy
(Loni), Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh)

Corprorate CTee:

5, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg,
Press Area, I'TO. New Delhi
Editor-in-Chief
Gurcharan Singh Babbar

Mol SESANTTRRE, 9971559517
Wehsite 1 www. thesilkhiimes,in
Email : sikhtimesindiaf@omail.com

HMI No. DNELENG/Z008,/25

Legal Advisors:

Advocate Mohdd. Sajid
Advocate Dr. A PSingh
Advocate Manish Sharma
Advocate Pooja Bhaskar Sharma

Kasturi Nagar residents take charge of reviving (hunnusundru Lake

BENGALURU. Residents of Kasturi
MNagar in CV Raman Nagar have taken the
initiative to save 6.19 acre of the
Banaswadi-Channasandra (B
Channasandra) Lake in CV Raman Nagar
assembly constituency in Bengaluru East
Taluk. Aflter repeated appeals 1o the
authorities fell on deaf ears, the residents,
with support from an NGO, initiated
fencing the lake's buffer zone.

According to residents, the lake originally
spanned 19.17 acre as per the forest
department records. However, due to
rampant encroachment, its size has
drastically reduced, with parts of the lake
being used to dump debris, plastic waste,
and even burn garbage.

The Bangalore Development Authority
(BDA) began developing the Kasturi
Nagar Layoul in 1989, forming it on
about 6.35 acres of the lake area. Earlier,
4 acres had a;ready been taken over by the

Railway Department.”Construction
debris and plastic waste were regularly
dumped in the lake, and there were even
incidents of bodies being dumped in the
past,” said Abhijith M5, a member of the
Kasturi Nagar Lake Rescue Team. “The
Kastuni Nagar Wellare Association and
Lake Rescue Team approached BEMP
and BDA for help, but the agencies did
not respond.

Eventually, it was discovered that the lake’s
Record of Rights, Tenancy, and Crops
(RTC) was under the Forest Department.
Deputy Conservator Of Forest (Lirhan)
Ravindra issued an NOC for
rejuvenation. With the help of an NGO,
we cleared silt, constructed inlet and
outlet channels, and installed a 1,000
foot-long running fence,” he
explained. He also mentioned that the
residents raised around Rs 6.5 lakh
through community contribution to

protect the lake.

Murugan Munirathnam, vice president of
Kasturi Nagar Welfare Association, said
that despite efforts, BEMP and BDA kept
passing the responsibility. “In 2019, BDA
wanted to hand over the lake to BBMP, °
but the Palike refused due to clear
documentation. Once it was confirmed & 4
that the lake belongs to the Forest 3
Department, we escalated the matter to
Forest Minister Eshwar Khandre, who
promised to visit the area soon,” said
Munirathnam.He added that, with
support from the NGO “Hands-On® and
CSR funding, nearly Rs 40 lakh has been
spent so faron the lake’s restoration. DCF
Ravindra said the department issued an
NOC  after residents expressed their
willingness to protect the water body.
“The residents are now set Lo plant 6,000
saplings and create a Miyawaki forest
around the lake,” he added.
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Ghaziabad. Opinion is divided on whether
they are more of a boon or bane. They are
among top causes of traffic jams in
Ghaziabad. But regulars also deem them
an indispensable element of their week.
Yes, they squat right in the middle of the
road but also bring almost to the doorstep
nearly everything that a householder
needs. Needles and pajama strings to
fresh saag and fruits, you name it and they
have it.For decades, weekly markets —
which are revolving flea markets that
have fixed days at fixed places in fixed
localities and are known by the day of the
week they appear on, Sombazar on
Monday, Mangal Bazar on Tuesday and
so on — have been regular features across
Ghaziabad. The practice began in the old
city but extended to newer townships.

Their provenance was in road corners, a few
carts that would visit once a week. But the
convenience they offered
institutionalised them as weekly markets
that wove themselves into the fabric of
urban life in the city, growing in size and

Noida uses only 26%
treated water, empties
rest into rivers

Noida. Despite having six sewage
treatment plants producing 260
million litres of treated water daily,
Noida utilises only 68 MLD of it,
barely 26%, while releasing the
remaining 192 MLD (74%) back in
drains that empty into the Yamuna and
Hindon rivers.The National Green
Tribunal has now asked Noida
Authority to achieve 100% utilisation
of'treated water, following its suo motu
action on a news report (published on
June 11 last year) highlighting this
wastage. The order, issued on Feb 6,
was recently uploaded on the NGT
website.

A bench of NGT chairperson Prakash
Shrivastava, judicial member Justice
Arun Kumar Tyagi, and expert
member Afroz Ahmad, who were
hearing the matter, was informed that
Noida was discharging STP-treated
water into drains instead of using it for
irrigation and other non-drinking
purposes.The Authority also
submitted that it was working to
expand its infrastructure to increase
the use of treated water. It said a supply
pipeline is being laid to connect the
STP in Sector 123 with sectors 74-79,
112, 113, 115, 116, 117, and 118. This
network is expected to boost treated
water utilisation by an additional 18-
20 MLD.The tribunal emphasised the
importance of utilising treated sewage
water for non-potable purposes, as it
can help conserve natural water
resources."Noida is directed to ensure
100% utilisation of STP-treated water.
We direct the respondent to submit a
comprehensive plan along with a
timeline for achieving full utilisation,"
the tribunal stated. The next hearing is
scheduled for May 15.STP is designed
to treat and process wastewater from
households, industries and
commercial areas before it is released
back into the environment or reused.
The main purpose of an STP is to
remove contaminants, making the
water safe for discharge or non-
drinking purposes like irrigation,
construction, and industrial
cooling. The Noida Authority claimed
that it has already instructed the water
and horticulture departments to use
treated wastewater for the purpose of
irrigating parks, green belts along
roads and other green zones in the city.

variety. There was, however, no
overlooking the glaring anomaly of these
friendly flea markets — they simply took
over roads, blatantly violating traftic and
civic rules.And in a city that has already
seen much of its roadside fall to
encroachers, and therefore struggles with
traffic management, weekly markets
made driving even tougher.Lately, the
utility vs disruption talk around weekly
markets gained steam after the police,
recognising that the practice of occupying
roads cannot be allowed to go on in a city
with growing population pressure,
undertook a survey and began relocating
the markets to places away from roads.
The survey, ordered by the police
commissioner, found there are 49 weekly
markets that set up shop — 30 of these in
the main city area and 19 in the newer
trans-Hindon towns that are closer to
Delhi. Subsequently, police relocated 19
weekly markets.Police's decision to
relocate weekly markets from roadsides
to an adjacent open ground, benefiting

DELHI/NGR

Staying or going Stop-start bid to take
Ghaziabad’s many weekly markets off roads

local residents, was overturned when the
Chief Secretary visited Ghaziabad earlier
this month and informed the media that
the authority to relocate markets rests
with the town planner, not the police force.
Chief secretary Manoj Kumar Singh said
police do not have the authority to remove
markets and it's the civic body's job to do
so. After that, some of the weekly markets
that were removed from areas like
Vaishali, Vijay Nagar and Indirapuram
have begun to return.Suniti Chaudhary,
who lives in Vasundhara, wonders why a
police move that made perfect civic sense
was stopped. "There is a serious traffic
problem every Wednesday because of the
market in Sector 7 that captures more than
half the space of the road to put up stalls
and benches. People come to buy things,
so there is very little space left for traffic,"
said Suniti.Deepak Kumar, a resident of
Amrapali Village, concedes they create
traffic problems but says the convenience
they bring to people cannot be overlooked.
"Residents get vegetables and other

things at cheap rates easily, so we need
such markets in the locality. But they
should not be roads. This creates heavy
traffic jams. Recently, I needed to visit a
doctor whose chamber is just a kilometre
from my place, but because of the jam, it
took me almost an hour to get there," he
said.Alok Kumar, founder of AOA
federation, said the weekly markets also
leave behind tonnes of garbage. "This
garbage is not immediately cleared and
the area becomes a den for stray animals.
It's a major hazard for residents, not to
mention the foul smell emanating from
the rotten waste," he said. "Weekly
markets need to be organised. Police
should stand by their decision. Most
residents are happy with the markets
being taken out of the roads," he said.

Mala Tiwari, a resident of Indirapuram,
agreed. "Walls adjacent to the weekly
markets have turned red from spit. Sewer
lids are broken and the smell from drains
is unbearable. So the authorities need to
take action for sure," she said.

Four set up fake coaching centre & run
away with admission fee, held

Noida. Four persons, including a couple,

were arrested for setting up a coaching
centre offering several skill and
personality development courses, like
Vedic maths and robotics, for children and
vanishing within a week after collecting
nearly Rs 30 lakh in admission fees.

Cops recovered 146 approval letters and

payment receipts from the office of
‘Rising India 1Q Academy Pvt Ltd' after
several parents submitted complaints.

DCP (Central Noida) Shakti Mohan

Avasthy said the academy offered three-
tier courses—silver, gold, and
platinum—in Vedic maths, Abacus, Al,
photogenic memory and robotics for
children up to 15 years."We arrested
Neeraj Kumar, his wife Shweta and two
others, Kanchan and Mohammad Aarif on
Friday when the four went to their Greater
Noida office to collect some documents.
Our team had set up electronic
surveillance and deployed some local

units after an FIR was filed at Bisrakh
police station under BNS sections 318(4)
(cheating) and 316(2) (breach of trust) on
the complaint of some parents," the
officer said.During questioning, the
suspects said they took Rs 25,000 for the
silver course plan, Rs 35,000 for gold, and
Rs 50,000 to 60,000 for platinum."They
convinced parents by showing interviews
conducted to hire teachers who they
claimed would offer three-hour classes on

Saturdays and Sundays for the courses.
But a week after students were enrolled,
classes did not start. When parents
questioned, the accused told them classes
would be held online within seven days.
However, when after seven days, the
online classes did not start, some parents
approached them again. This time, the
accused claimed the coaching centre
would shift to a new premise, but parents
demanded a refund. This is when the
accused ran away with the admission fee,"
said the DCP.Cops said Neeraj completed
BPharma from Jaipurin 2015, worked ina
BPO, and established RI Kids Brain
Developer Pvt Ltd in Delhi's Jagatpuri
some years ago.

"When Covid hit, the institute was shut,
following which he worked in a tour and
travel company. When some money was
collected, Neeraj started the Rising India
IQ Academy in Noida with Shweta as a
counsellor," an investigating officer said.

UP plans fixed work hrs for drivers, breath test at tolls

Noida. Transport commissioner BN Singh

said UP govt was considering several
measures to bring down fatal accidents in
the city and state by almost 50%, such as
limiting the working hours of drivers to
prevent exhaustion and introducing
breathalyser tests in toll plazas.

Speaking at a public gathering at Indira

Gandhi Kala Kendra in Sector 6, Singh
called for public cooperation to reduce
traffic fatalities. He also outlined several
measures that the state govt has initiated
following chief minister Yogi
Adityanath's road safety meetingon Jan 1.

Among them, the govt has launched a ‘no

helmet, no fuel' campaign, making the
safety gear mandatory for both riders and
pillion passengers. The safety campaign
has gained momentum in educational
institutions as well. Gorakhpur University,
for instance, has prohibited helmetless
riders from entering the campus. Officials

said the transport department was now
encouraging other universities to adopt
similar regulations."Public mindset needs
to change. Many people follow traffic
rules only when they spot cameras. This
casual approach to safety often leads to
fatal accidents," Singh said.The transport
commissioner particularly criticised the
common practice of motorcyclists
wearing helmets while leaving their
pillion-riding family members
unprotected. Many petrol pump workers
have also said that two-wheeler riders
often fight with them after being denied
fuel for not wearing the safety gear,
forcing cops to intervene.Singh also urged
people to promote road safety measures
by engaging on social media. Reports
suggest a concerning trend in road
accidents across UP.Through 2024, Noida
alone reported 1,165 accidents, resulting
in 462 deaths and 966 injuries. This

represents a significant portion of the
state's road safety challenges, considering
that the city alone has 10 lakh of the state's
total vehicle population of 4.8 crore. Apart
from asking people to maintain road
discipline, the transport department is
implementing comprehensive measures
to address various aspects of road safety.

These include regulating the working hours
of drivers in association with cab
aggregators to prevent fatigue-related
accidents and initiating breathalyser tests
at toll plazas to combat drunk driving on
expressways.The govt also wants smart
cards to replace paper-based vehicle
registration certificates and to make the
Vahan portal accessible in Hindi as well.

The department is also planning to
recognise drivers who have not been
involved in any accident in the last decade.
So far, 10 U roadways drivers have been
given letters of appreciation.

Ghaziabad: 50 markets, hundreds
of vendors, all controlled by 3

Ghaziabad. There's fine organisation
behind the informal weekly markets,
private street business ventures that began
with a handful of pushcarts in the early
90s but platforms now for thousands of
sundry vendors who earn their livelihoods
from it.None of the nearly 50 weekly
markets that revolve around the city's
streets is authorised by the corporation.
Neither do they pay any taxes. They are
organised by a few individuals with local
influence and political clout, the latter
helping them run the business smoothly
without the rule book being thrown at
them. Market vendors refer to them as
‘contractors'.Each weekly market has
vendors who come to sell vegetables,
fruits, clothes, spices, jewellery and
sundry items not just from within the city
but also Meerut, Delhi, Faridabad,

Gurgaon, and Bulandshahr, among other
places. It's often the same set of vendors at
different markets under the same
contractor. Each weekly market sees 150-
200 vendors set up stalls.Low investment
and high profits make them lucrative.
Vegetable vendors are among the most
successful, earning double their
investment on a good day.A standard
practice is buying stocks of Rs 10,000
from the mandi. On good days, this nets an
income of Rs 20,000 by the time the
market wraps up. Contractors earn from
commission. Sources said their revenue is
more than Rs 1 lakh from each weekly
market."The contractor charges Rs 250 to
Rs 1,000 for a wooden cart from every
vendor. The electricity charge is Rs 50-
200, varying according to the area," said a
police source. During the survey police

undertook to organise the weekly
markets, they found that the
contractors also act as moneylenders,
giving initial capital to those who want
to set up stalls at the markets at 10%
interest, said the source.A vegetable
vendor at the Shani Chowk weekly
market, Sushil Kumar, said he comes
from Delhi to sell his produce. He said
he spends three days of the week
selling at weekly markets in Ghaziabad
and one day in Noida.

A vegetable seller at Patel Nagar's
weekly market, Santosh Singh,
commutes daily between Ghaziabad
and Bulandshahr, where he lives. He

began his vegetable vending business at
weekly markets in 2002 and is now
assisted by his 20-year-old son."We sell
fresh items at cheap rates, which people
like. That's why they come to us. We give
a fixed amount to the contractor daily, as
he arranges all facilities like electricity,
benches and space for all vendors," Singh
said.

There are three contractors who dominate

the weekly market scene — Liagat Ali in
the trans-Hindon area and Vijay Gautam
and Ramesh Pal in the main city area.
Liaqat, according to police sources,
controls 14 of the 19 trans-Hindon
markets.

Temperature in Gurgaon to rise
4°C, but rain will bring it down

Gurgaon: The city may experience higher daytime temperatures with maximum
temperatures rising by 3-4 degrees Celsius across southern Haryana over the next
four days, due to the absence of strong north-westerly winds.

Residents, however, may expect some relief as isolated light rainfall is expected in
parts of the state on Wednesday and Thursday due to a western disturbance that is
likely to impact the western Himalayan region from Feb 17.

On Saturday, the minimum temperature recorded a three-degree dip to 10.2 degrees
Celsius, near normal for this time of year—down from 13 degrees Celsius a day
earlier. The maximum temperature rose to 25.8 degrees Celsius from Friday's 24.6
degrees Celsius, a notch above the seasonal normal.On Sunday, the maximum and
minimum temperatures are expected to hover around 12 and 26 degrees Celsius,
respectively. Weather is likely to be dry and clear.
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C
Man held for Link Road
robbery, aide on the run

Ghaziabad. A 30-year-old man was arrested for breaking
into a house and stealing Rs 7 lakh cash and jewellery
worth about Rs 70 lakh earlier this week.

The police have seized some cash and jewellery from the
accused. Another accomplice, the suspect's brother,
remains at large.Rafiq, a resident of Usmanpur in Delhi,
was arrested in a joint operation by officials of the
SWAT team, surveillance team of trans-Hindon, and
Link Road Police."On Feb 12, Tarun Maheshwari, a
resident of Suryanagar Colony, Link Road, registered a
complaint alleging his house was broken into while the
family was asleep. They were robbed of Rs 7 lakh, gold
and silver jewellery worth Rs 60-70 lakh, and two
mobile phones," said Nimish Patil, DCP, trans-Hindon.

A case was registered under sections 303 (theft) and
331(4) (punishment for house-trespass or house-
breaking) of BNS and teams were formed to investigate.
Rafiq was arrested from Rampuri Railway in Link Road,
with the help of manual input and CCTV footage.
Charges under BNS Section 317(2) (stolen property)
were added to the FIR.Rafiq revealed that he made his
brother Jameel consume drugs and break into houses to
steal cash and valuables, to buy drugs. They conducted
recces of houses, and then broke into them. To avoid
arrest, they sold the stolen goods to random people at
cheap prices.

Fire breaks out in plastic
factory, rages for five hours

Noida. A massive fire broke out at Sati Poly Plast, a
factory manufacturing plastic wrappers, in Phase 2
industrial area around 3 am on Saturday. Smoke
engulfed premises as flames spread rapidly, prompting a
large-scale firefighting operation involving 15 fire
tenders. The blaze was brought under control after five
hours, with no casualties reported.

CFO Pradeep Kumar Choubey said the fire department
initially dispatched five fire engines, but as the situation
escalated, more units were called in. "The factory was
filled with smoke. Despite our response, the fire
intensified, requiring additional resources. It took about
five hours to control the flames," he said. thn

Factory workers and locals attempted to douse the fire
before authorities arrived, but their efforts were in vain.
Two fire engines from Ghaziabad were also deployed.
Officials said the fire originated outside the facility, but
the exact cause is under investigation.Since the fire
station was nearby, responders reached the site quickly
despite a delay in receiving the alert. The fire
department also evacuated nearby factories, preventing
further damage. While the company has suffered losses,
adjacent industrial units remained unaffected. A probe
has been launched to determine the cause of the fire.

Sri Lanka team visits schools
in Gurgaon, to take back
lessons

Gurgaon. A high-level delegation from Sri Lanka,
comprising 18 members from their ministry of
education and Unicef officials, conducted a visit to
three govt schools in the city to study NIPUN Bharat
mission's implementation.

The city, which achieved the top position in Nipun
Haryana rankings with 91% in 2023, hopes to retain
the leading position this year as well and the
delegation aims is to adopt strategies learnt from here
in Sri Lankan schools.The team, headed by deputy
director-general of Sri Lanka National Institute of
Education, undertook a three-day study of the
execution of the primary education initiative, which
stresses on foundational literacy and numeracy skills
in primary school students.The delegates observed
Classes 1 to 3 in GPS Arjun Nagar, GGMSPS
Sukhrali and GMSPS, Sector 43. They also visited
the schools' libraries and laboratories under the
Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Mission,
which operates as part of Nipun Haryana Mission.

They interacted with students and asked them
questions about their school and learning processes
and learnt about the educational methodology from
the teaching staff.District nodal officer of NIPUN
Bharat mission, Manoj Kumar Lakra, said that
following the team's visit to the city, the delegation
would proceed to inspect schools in Panchkula.

The teams also held discussions with educators and
students on NIPUN Bharat curriculum which is
issued by Haryana education department and covers
Hindi, Maths and English language textbooks,
teacher guides and workbooks.Officials of the
education department told the delegates about
NIPUN Haryana Mentor App, which facilitates
mentoring and monitoring activities. They also
showcased the setup box called S Box, developed by
Sampark Foundation, through a smart board
demonstration. The box has chapters of English,
Hindi and Maths, stories, poems, worksheets and
even quizzes for the students."We have plans to
explore Sri Lanka's education framework through an
exchange initiative.
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'We Are Preparing For Whai
Comes Next, In Every
Sense': Israeli PM
Netanyahu
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world, In a statement, Prime Minister Benjamin
MNetanyahu welcomed the three former hostages
"with a big embrace”. The PM assured that Israel has
been preparing for their return and "along with their
families, will assist in their rehabilitation after a long
and excruciating period of captivity".

Noting that "this week, again, Hamas attempted to
violate the agreement and create a false crisis under
false claims", Benjamin Netanyahu emphasized that
the release of the hostages was made possible due to
the concentration of IDF forces inside the Strip and
around 1t, and President Trump's clear and
unequivocal statement which both forced Hamas to
back down.lsrael, said the PM is working in full
coordination with the United States in order 1o free
all of its hostages - living and deceased - as soon as
possible. He also warned that Israel is "preparing
with full mtensity for what comes next, in every
sense”.,

Meghan Markle, Prince
Harry's Charity Donated
Over $600,000 To
Democratic-Linked Causes

WORLD. British royal couple Meghan Markle and
Prince Harry, who are currently living in the United
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States, have donated hundreds of thousands of

dollars from their Archewell Foundation to
Democratic Party-linked causes, according to a
report, raising speculation over their involvement in
US politics. The Duke and Duchess of Sussex were
found to have spent big bucks on high-level
Democrat-aligned sources, the New York Post
reporied ciling public records, including hiring a
‘disinformation expert” who worked al a company
involved in every high-profile US election since the
1990s.Markle and Harry's California-based
Archewell Foundation started in 2020, donated
£146,000 in 2023 to Jiore Craig, an independent
media strategist who has been called the Democrats’
“go-10" for “countering disinformation™,

Furthermore, the group also donated $235,000 to the
Marey Lab School in Brooklyn, where Craig joined
the board in 2024 and an additional $120,000 was
further donated to Craig in 2022, as per public
records.

“It"s Actually Outrageous’

Craig, 33, previously worked at Washington DC
research firm Greenberg, CQuinlan and Rosner.
Considered an expert on elections, Craig worked her
way up to being Senior Director of Digital Strategy
by 2016 and then became Vice President of the
company between 2018 and 2021.The firm's website
boasts of helping Bill Clinton become President in
1992 and then “helped our clients campaign, win,
govern and win again”. The company also helped
counter narratives about Joe Biden's advanced age
and negative remarks about his family. Moreover,
Archewell also donated $90,000 1o Markup News
Inc., a New York-based non-profit also funded by
Craigslist founder Craig Newmark and controversial
hillionaire and Democratic mega-donor George
Soros” Open Society Foundations.

US Military Aircraft Carrying
Second Batch Of Indian
Immigrants Lands In
Amritsar

world. A United States military aircraft with a second
batch of 119 illegal Indian immigrants landed in
Amritsar, Punjab on Saturday. This is the second such
aircrafl to arrive at Amritsar airport in the span of 10
days as part of the deportation of illegal immigrants
by the Donald Trump regime.

The first batch was deported on February 5 when 104
Indians were deported and sent back to Amritsar in a
US military plane. Another plane with 1537 deportees
is set to land in India on Sunday.The C-17 military
aircraft with deporiees landed at the Amritsar
International Airport at 11:40 pm on Saturday.

Among the deportees, 67 were from Punjab, 33 from
Haryana, eight from Gujarat, three from Uttar
Pradesh, two each from Goa, Maharashtra and
Rajasthan, and one each from Himachal Pradesh and
Jammu & Kashmir.The aircraft landed a day after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi met United States
President Donald Trump and both the leaders
promised to address this issue.PM Modi had also
underlined the need to end the ecosystem which has
exploited Indian citizens and “fooled (them) with big
dreams” to travel to the US illegally.

Punjab CM Mann Slams Centre Over Deportation

In the wake of the return of deporiees to Amrilsar,
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann criticised the
ceniral government and said that this is an effort 1o
“defame Punjab and Punjabis" by turning the city into
“a deportation centre”,“This is a deliberate attempt to
send out the message that only Punjabis travel
illegally,” said Mann and added that the Central
government should “divert the aircraft to Delhi or
Ahmedabad. The Punjab government will bring back
Punjabis with honour, But we maintain that illegal
immigration is not just Punjab’s problem, but a
national one."

WASHINGTON.

WORLD
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US treasury watchdog audits Elon Musk-
led DOGE's access to key payment system

The Treasury
Department’s Office of Inspector General
on Friday said it was launching an audit of
the security controls for the federal
government’s payment system, as
Democratic lawmakers raised red flags
about the access provided to Trump aide
Elon Musk's Department of Government
Efficiency team. The audit will also review
the past two years ol the system’s
transactions as it relates to Musk's assertion
of “alleged fraudulent paymenis,”
according to a letter from Loren J Sciurba,
Treasury’s deputy inspector general, that
was obtamed by The Associated Press. The
audit marks part of the broader effort led by
Democratic lawmakers and federal
employee unions to provide transparency
and accountability about DOGE's activities
under President Donald Trump’s
Republican administration. The Musk team
has pushed for access to the government’s
computer systems and sought to remove
tens of thousands of federal workers.

“We expect to begin our feldwork

immediately,” Seiurba wrote. “Given the
breadth of this effort, the audit will likely
not be completed until August; however,
we recognize the danger that improper
access or inadequate controls can pose to
the integrity ol sensitive paymenlt systems.
As such, if critical issues come to light
before that time, we will issue interim
updates and reports."Treasury’s inspector
general began the audit before Democratic
lawmakers asked for it. A J Aliemus, acting
counsel to the inspector general, said “our
work is independently initiated” and
standards dictate that the audit “must be
non-partisan and objective. These
standards remain unchanged.”

Tech billionaire Musk, who continues to

control Tesla, X and SpaceX among other
companies, claims to be finding waste,
fraud and abuse while providing savings to
taxpayers.

Many ol his claims are so far unsubstantiated.

But there is a risk that his ieam’s aggressive
efforts could lead to the failure of
government computer systems and enable

Musk and his pariners to profit off private

information the

government.

maintained by

The audit would overlap with increased

pressure that the Trump administration 1s
placing on inspectors general, presidential
appointees who are supposed to serve as an
independent check against
mismanagement and abuse of government
POWEL

In January, the administration fired several

independent inspectors general at
government agencies, a move that some
members of Congress said violated federal

Democratic  Sens.

oversight laws. The firings prompted a
lawsuit filed on Wednesday in federal court
in Washington that seeks to return the
inspectors general to their jobs.

Elizabeth Warren of
Massachusetts and Ron Wyden of Oregon
led the push in the Senaie for the inspector
general office’s inquiry at the Treasury,On
Wednesday, Warren, Wyden and Sen. Jack
Reed, D-Rhode Island, sent a letter to
Treasury Secretary Scotl Bessenl notling
the inconsistencies in the accounts
provided by his department about DOGE.

“Your lack of candor about these events is

deeply troubling given the threats to the
economy and the public from DOGE's
meddling, and you need to provide a elear,
complete, and public accounting of who
accessed the systems, what they were
doing, and why they were doing it,” the
Democratic lawmakers wrote in their letter.

Democrats on the House Committee on

Oversight and Government Reform also
called on inspectors general to investigate
DOGE and welcomed the Treasury audit.

US cuts 21 million grant for voter turnout

WORLD.,
cancelled

The United States has

millions of dollars in

funding for several countries, |-

including India and Bangladesh as |
the new administration led by
President Donald Trump makes
budget cut. Elon Musk's Department
of Government Efficiency (DOGE)
on Sunday announced that the US
has decided to slash a 521 million
program designed to increase voler
turnout in India and a $29 million
initiative aimed at strengthening
Bangladesh's political landscape.
The decision, part of broader cuts 1o
international aid, will impact key
initiatives aimed at improving
electoral processes and political
stability in both countries. The cuts
reflect a reassessment of US foreign
aid priorities and a broader push to
curtail spending on international
development projects.Elon Musk has

-

time and again asserted that "America

would go bankrupt" without budget
cuts and the initiative seems to be in
line with the budget overhaul that the
administration has been planning.

FUNDING FOR INDIA,
BANGLADESH CANCELLED

The £21 million earmarked for India was
specifically targeted to boost voter
participation in the country s elections.

in India, 29 mlylllon for Bangladesh

”

However, this funding will no longer
be available, as announced by DOGE
on social media platform X.Notably,
the announcement comes just days
after Donald Trump met Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the two
leaders made significant
announcements to strength US-India
ties. However, this did not find a
mention in the joint siatements or the
press conference,
In Bangladesh, the 529 million program
was designed to foster political
stability and enhance democratic
governance. The country has been
grappling with a political erisis with
Army ousting Sheikh Hasina-led
government amid violent protests.
Even though Hasina fled to India and
an interim government led by
Mohammad Yunus is now ruling the
country, political stability has not been
achieved vel.

Lelenskyy Calls For Creation Of European
Army At Munich Security Conference

world. Ukrainian President Violodymyr
Zelenskyy has called for the creation of
a European Army in response to
Russia's military build-up, Politico
reported.In his speech at the Munich
Security Conference (MSC),
Zelenskyy also raised suspicion of
a possibility that the US might say
"no" to Europe on issucs that
might pose a threat to it."]l really
believe that the time has come for
Europe to create its own armed
forces, " the Ukrainian President &
said. He added, "Let's be honest,
now we can't rule out that America
might say 'no’ to Europe on issues
that might threaten it.”

According to a Politico report,
Zelenskyy stressed that Europe needed
to unite and have a single foreign and
defence policy that would show the US
that the bloc is serious about its own
security.He said., "Europe has
everything it takes. It just needs to
come together and start acting so that
no one can say 'no’ o it, boss it around,
ortreat it like a pushover.”

He said that despite facing battlefield
losses, Russian President Vladimir

talks in Saudi, Zelenskyy

Munich/Washington. US and Russian

Putin is adding 150,000 soldiers to his
armed forees, which is said to be larger
than the majority of European armies,
and is opening army recruitment
offices every week.Zelenskyy said,

£

"Onl prices are still high enough for
him to ignore the world." Ukrainian
President said his intelligence services
"have clear intel that this summer
Russia plans to send troops to Belarus
under the pretext of training
exercises,” adding that might be the
beginning of operations against
neighbouring European nations.
NATO's military committee chair,
Admiral Giuseppe Cavo Dragone, said

finally bring peace and end this

/

the alliance was unable to confirm

Zelenskyy's warning about Belarus.

He said, "I believe that Western

intelligence agencies are perfectly

active in this, so | would expect
confirmations.”

In his speech, Zelenskyy called
Russian President Vladimir
Putin a "pathological liar" and
added that he cannot offer real
security guarantees. He said that
Ukraine would "never accept
deals made behind our backs
without our involvement.”

He said, "Putin cannot offer real
securily guarantees. Not just
because he is a pathological liar
but because Russia, in its current

state, needs war to hold power

together. And the world must be

protected from that," according to a

Politico report.Zelenskyy insisted

Ukraine has a future in the North

Atlantic Treaty Alliance (NATO). His

remarks came despite statements from

US President Donald Trump and US

Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth that

NATO membership for Ukraine is off

the table in any final peace deal.

Legislative immunity under
scrutiny in Arizona after
speeding ticket dispute

PHOENIX. When a police officer cited Arizona state
Sen. Mark Finchem for speeding, he had little to worry
about. That's because the Arizona Constitution shields
lawmakers from civil processes and arrests for
anything but treason, felonies, or breaches of peace
during legislative sessions and the 15 days prior
Legislative immunity exisis in mosi siates, allowing
lawmakers to avoid lawsuits and minor infractions,
including  traffic tickets.Legal experls say this
privilege, rooted in the English Bill of Rights, was
originally intended to prevent monarchs from
mntimidating legislators. Over the years, it has been
inveked in various scenarios—some more
controversial than others.

In 2019, a West Virginia politician cited immunity after a
violent ouwtburst. In 2022, a Wisconsin lawmaker
attempted to avoid a subpoena regarding a
conversation with former President Donald Trump
about overturning the 2020 election. Last year,
legislative immunity shielded Kansas lawmakers who
falsely accused a man on social media of being
involved in the Kansas City Chiefs’ Super Bowl
victory shooting. However, not all Arizona legislators
support the immunity perk. Republican Rep. Quang
Nguyen has introduced a resolution to eliminate it for
traffic violations. If passed, the measure will appear on
the 2026 ballot for voters.

“The people we serve are expected to follow traflic laws,
and legislators should be no different,” Nguyen said,
“If a lawmaker is caught speeding or running a red
light, they should face the same consequences as
everyone else."Nguyen represents a district two hours
north of Phoenix, which includes Prescott—the same
district where Finchem was cited. The senator was
pulled over for driving 48 mph (77 kph) in a 30 mph
(48 kph) zone.Two days later, Finchem wrote to
Prescoit’s police chiel, requesting the citation be
“voided and stricken from the record.” The ticket was
dismissed on Feb. 4, without prejudice—meaning it
could still be refiled. Finchem declined to comment
through a spokesperson.

egislative immunity generally falls into two categories:
protection for speech and debate, and protection from
arrest related to legislative service, according to the
nonpartisan National Conference of State
Legislatures. Across  the LS., 43 states provide
immunity for legislative speech and debate, while 45
states offer protection from arrest. However, specific
provisions vary. For example, New Mexico limits
immunity to travel to and from the Legislature,
whergas Arizona has no such restriction,

Members of Congress also have legislative immunity,
though courts have interpreted it narrowly. Former
LS. Sen. Bob Menendez attempted to use it in his
bribery case last year but was ultimately sentenced to
11 years in prison.More recently, LS. Rep. Nancy
Mace of South Carolina cited the “speech and debate™
clause to shield hersell” from potential civil lawsuits
afier accusing her ex-fiancé of assault and other crimes
on the House floor. Arizona’s history with legislative
immunity isn't new. In 2012, state Sen. Scott

—

Bundgaard invoked it afier a violent domestic dispute
ona Phoenix freeway.

US, Russian officials to hold Ukraine war
'not invited’

army grapples with manpower

officials will meet in Saudi Arabia in the
coming days to start talks aimed at ending
Moscow's nearly three-year war in
Ukraine, a US lawmaker and a source
familiar with the planning said on
Saturday.Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, who met with US Vice
President JD Vanee in Germany on Friday,
said Ukraine was not invited to the talks in
Saudi Arabia and Kyiv would not engage
with Russia before consulting with
strategic partners.

LS Secretary of State Marco Rubio, national

security adviser Mike Waltz and White
House Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff
will travel to Saudi Arabia, US
Representative Michael MceCaul told
Reuters. It was not immediately clear who
they would meet from Russia.

On the sidelines of the Munich Security

Conference, McCaul said the aim of the
talks was to arrange a meeting between US
President Donald Trump, Russian
President Vladimir Putin and Zelenskiy "o

conflict."

A source with knowledge of the plans
confirmed the planned talks in
Saudi Arabia between US and
Russian officials. The US Siate
Department did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment. Trump, who took office
on January 20, has repeatedly
vowed to swillly end the Ukraine
war, He made separate phone calls
to Putin and Zelenskyy on
Wednesday, leaving Washington's
European allies alarmed that they
will be cut out of any peace process.

Those fears were largely confirmed on
Saturday when Trump's Ukraine envoy
said Europe won't have a seat at the table,
alter Washington sent a guestionnaire 1o
European capiials 1o ask what they could
contribute o security guarantees for Kyiv.

MINERALS DEAL

Earlier on Saturday Rubio spoke with his
Russian counterpart, Sergei Lavrov. They

agreed on regular contacts to prepare for a
meeting between Putin and Trump,
Russia's Foreign Ministry said Zelenskyy
said on Friday he would visit the United
Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Turkey,
but did not say when. However, the
Ukrainian leader said he had no plans to
meet with US or Russian officials during
those visits.Moscow controls a fifth of
Ukraine and has been slowly advancing in
the east for months, while Kyiv's smaller

shortages and tries to hold a chunk
of territory in western Russia.

Russia has demanded Kyiv cede
territory and become permanently
neutral under any peace deal.
Ukraine demands Russia
withdraw from captured land and
wants NATO membership or
equivalent securily guaraniees 1o
prevent attack by Moscow.

The United States and Europe have
given Ukraine tens of billions of
dollars in military aid since the war
started. Trump has said he backs

Ukraine but is seeking security for US

funding for Kyiv.

\

The US and Ukraine are currently negotiating

a deal that could open up Ukraine's vast
natural wealth to US investment, Three
sources said the US proposed taking
ownership of 30% of Ukraine's critical
minerals. Zelenskiy said on Saturday that
the draft deal did not contain the security
provisions Kyiv needed.
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Opposition slams TN government for
murder of two youths in Mayiladuthurai

CHENNAIMAYILADUTHURAIL Leaders the government 1o provide °50 lakh as
from wvarious opposition parties, including compensation to each of the vietims' families.
ATADME, PME, BJP, and also DMK ally CPM BIP state president K Annamalai alleged that the
strongly condemned the brutal murder of two state was heading towards a situation worse
voungsters allegedly by a gang of bootleggers than DMK’s “dark rule” from 2006 o 2011.
in Mayiladuthurai. Alleging government TMC(M) president GK Vasan, AMME general
inaction, they urged the state to take strict secretary TTV Dhinakaran, and other leaders
measures against the culprits, PMK and CPFM also strongly condemned the murders and

called for immediate action. Meanwhile, CPM
Alleqinq fhcﬂ' Chief urged the state government to fake action
i . against the accused and the local police station.
Minister MK Stalin was The party further wrged the government to
d 1
. ide Rs 25 lakh as compensaiion to the
focussing more on heriis
promoting himself, he
urged the CM to instead

bereaved families.
MP, Ranjith raise concern over attacks on
focus on public service
and ensuring safety.

Bengaluru court hands
over to TN govt jewellery,
others seized from

Jayalalithaa in DA case

BENGALURU. A small gold
replica of former Tamil Nadu
chief minister J Jayalalithaa along
with a gold pen, gold sword and
gold watches were among the 27
kg of valuable items that were
handed over to the Tamil Nadu
government on Saturday, after the
completion of documentation and
valuation. The items were seized
in connection with the
Disproportionate  Assets (DA)
case registered against
Jayalalithaa,On Friday morning,
the valuation and documentation
process began in the presence of
City Civil and Sessions Court
Judge H A Mohan, who handles
cases related to the CBIland ED; J
Anne Mary Swarna, joint
secretary, home prohibition and
excise department, Government
of Tamil Nadu, a superintendent
of police and other officials.

The valuation was completed on
Saturday afternoon, after which
1,606 items, including gold

Andhra: SIT raises doubts
on AR’s production
tuputiiy_

Edappadi K Palaniswami, in a post on X
expressed shock about the order and said they
were killed for preventing the sale of illicit
liquor. Criticising the narrative of police, he
Is the police writing the verdict before

asked, *

TIRUPATL. The Supreme Court-appointed
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)-led
Joint Special Investigation Team (SIT)
continued its probe into the Laddu
adulteration case for the second day.
focusing on quality control measures in
private dairies, particularly in the
production of ghee.Investigators
questioned accused Rajashekara, owner of
AR Dairy in Dindigul, Tamil Nadu,
regarding the quality assurance processes
followed before sending ghee in tankers to
the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams
(TTD). The inquiry aimed to determine
what quality control procedures were in
place, how ghee quality was assessed, and
whether the dairy adhered to standard
operating procedures (SOPs) and food
safety parameters.Officials questioned why
AR Dairy failed to maintain the required
guality in four tankers of ghee rejected by
TTD in June 2024, The SIT sought

Dalits

Chennai : Villupuram MP D Ravikumar and
director Pa Ranjith have expressed deep
concern over rising caste-based attacks in Tamil
MNadu. Referring to a recent incident where a
Dalit youth was assaulted by a three-member
caste Hindu gang for riding a motorcycle,
Ravikumar condemned the increasing violence
against Dalits. In a post on X, the VCK leader
stated, “Itis distressing that Tamil Nadu, which
competes with Maharashtra for the top spot in ; ’
ECD"E:ITIiE growth and Kerala for the m[;: s?nlin jewellery, diamonds, emeralds,

literacy, is competing with Uttar Pradesh for the :;E:Lensdang?“;;r a:lli;!:S ‘;f?f!lg::'ll l'iﬁ
top spot in caste-based atrocities. handed over to representatives of

the Tamil Nadu government.

Around 2.30 pm, under heavy
police securily, six lrunks
containing the wvaluables were
transported to Tamil Madu in a

the investigation,”

Alleging that Chief Minister MK Stalin was
focussing more on promoting himself, he urged
the CM to instead focus on public service and
ensuring safety. PMK founder Dr 8 Ramadoss
criticised the police for allegedly trying to cover
up the issue. He demanded action on local
police authorities for their negligence and urged

have demanded adegquate compensation for the
bereaved families.They criticised the
explanation given by police that the murder was
due to previous enmity and termed it as an
attempt to cover it up as it was indeed due to
illicit sale of liguor. ATADME general secretary

KSRTC set to roll out inter—

clarification on whether the dairy followed
any formal food safety standards and, if so,
why those were not upheld in this instance.
On the second day of the investigation, the
SIT examined the four accused,
Rajashekara (A2), Pomli Jain {A3), Apurva
Chavada (A4), and Vipil Jain (A3), in the

state AC sleeper buses

“The AC sleeper buses will be introduced on high-demand routes like Thalassery-

private logistics wvehicle. Two
Tamil Nadu police vans and two
cars escorted the vehicle. A total of
25 police personnel from Tamil
MNadu were assigned to escort the
valuables, while Kamnataka police
provided security until the convoy

Bengaluru and Thiruvananthapuram-Bengaluru.

presence of a technical expert from the
Food Corporation of India (FCI).

crossed the Karnataka-Tamail
Madu border.

KOCHI. To enhance the availability of what fuelled the plan. o :
Police nab acid attack accused affordable and comfortable ravel options to ‘Budget allocation for new buses a relief to A‘é‘l’:ﬁ'ﬂﬁ }rﬂ Prs':;‘"'"a :‘:ﬁ”‘f}“:; |?2
long-distance commulers in the state, the KSRTC Prosiciine Kirkn S ol sl s

within 24 hours in Andhra

KSRTC is all set to introduce air-conditioned

NELLORE. Annamayya district police on
Saturday arrested Sankarapu Ganesh (22)
within 24 hours, who was involved in an
acid attack on a young woman in
Gurramkonda.District - Superintendent  of
Police (SP) V Vidyasagar Naidu said the
attack occurred on February 14 at 6,00 am in
Pyarampalle village, where the accused
forcibly entered the home of Dasari
Gowthamai (22), threw acid on her face and
into her mouth, and inflicted knife injuries
on her throat, head and hands.Ganesh had
reportedly been harassing Gowthami for
some time, bul she had rejected his
advances. Upon learning of her engagement
to her relative Srikanth from Pileru, he
became enraged and planned the attack.
Before fleeing the scene, he told her, “1f you
can’t be mine, you can’t be someone else’s
either.” Her parents rushed her to
Madanapalle hospital in a 108 ambulance,
where she is undergoing treatment.Upon
receiving the report, four special teams led
by three Cirele Inspectors were deployed o
track down the accused. The police, acting
swiftly, arrested Ganesh near Angallu on the
same day. They also seized critical evidence,
including his mobile phone, blood-stained
clothes, and the acid purchase bill. 5P
Vidyasagar assured that a comprehensive
investigation, including forensic and digital
analysis, is underway to ensure sirict legal
consequences for the accused.

Heart of India beats at
Swadeshi Mela

KARIMNAGAR. Step back in time and
experience the charm of a traditional Indian
village at the Swadeshi Mela. Till February
16, Ambedkar Stadium in Karimnagar is a
bustling marketplace, showcasing the besi
local crafts, traditions and produce. With
over 200 stalls, sand art displays and even a
replica of the Vemulawada temple, the mela
offers a unique glimpse into the heart of
India.

According to locals, a diverse array of
products, including cosmelics, essential
oils, live plants, organic vegetable seeds and
Ayurvedic medicines in herbal and
powdered forms, are drawing significant
attention. The entire setup has transformed
Ambedkar Stadium into a charming rural
landscape, complete with artistically crafted
sand art, lifelike portraits and thematic huts.
The inclusion of caitle installations adds to
the authentic village-like ambience,
transporting visitors 10 a bygone era of

simplicity and self-sufficiency.

Organised by Swadeshi Jagarana Manch, the
mela is a grand celebration of self-reliance,
showcasing products that are proudly made
in India. With several other states actively
participating, the mela also serves as a
platform to promoie indigenous goods and
crafts. The organisers have ensured that
only non-harmful, locally produced goods
are sold. Vishwa Ayurveda Parishad
member Dr K Amamath emphasised the
benefits of turmeric varieties sourced from
different states, highlighting their high
curcumin content and antiseptic properties.

Beyond the vibrant marketplace, the mela is
enriched with workshops, job fairs and
motivational sessions on women's
empowerment, conducted by esteemed
personalities. A striking replica ol the
Vemulawada temple stands as a centrepiece,
celebrating India’s spiritual and
architectural heritage. Adding to the
ingenuity, Akshita Bashaboni and Andasi
Navya, students from Kasiurba Gandhi
Balika Vidyalaya (KGBV), have crafted
and displayed exquisite woollen caps,

PUDUCHERRY. The Puducherry

sleeper buses on  high-demand inter-state ., /7

routes, currenily dominated by private
players.“The AC sleeper buses will be
introduced on  high-demand  routes like
and s
The same
will provide much relief to commuters who are
forced to pay an exorbitant amount 1o privaie

Thalassery-Bengaluru
Thiruvananthapuram-Bengaluru,

“The budget allocation to buy new buses is a

big reliel to KSRTC. We're replacing the
old buses, both in the higher class and
ordinary categories. We'll focus on Super

operators enjoying monopoly, We've already
invited tenders for the sleeper buses and the

services will be kicked off as and when we starn

receiving them,” Transport Minister K
Ganesh  Kumar
already foated tenders for the

manufacture, supply,

told .The corporation has
“design,
testing and
commissioning” of bus chassis and bus body for

34 AC sleeper buses. A main condition is that the
B 3.5 metre-long, diesel-propelled buses should
be suitable “for a minimum daily operation of 16
1o 20 hours under all loads, different terrains and
operating conditions.”The budget allocation of
Rs 107 crore exclusively for buying new buses is

Fish kill, foul air; People want waste

plant at Chlkkanagamangala to be closed

BENGALURLU, Thousands of residents from Electronic City staged a protest
demanding the immediate closure of the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Falike {BEMP) Municipal Solid Waste Processing Plant at
Chikkanagamangala. The protest comes in response 1o alarming findings
from inspection reports by Joint Committees formed under National Green
Tribunal (NGT) orders in 2019 and 2022. These reporis exposed severe
operational lapses at the plant, along with a strong, foul odour spreading up

toad km radius,

Pranay Dubey, president of Electronics City Rising, a resident welfare

association, stated
that leachate from
the plant has been
contaminating
nearby water
bodies, leading 1o
environmental
hazard. “Due to
leachate entering the
water and air
pollution, we have
witnessed mass fish
kills in
Chikkanagamangal
a Lake. “Despite the
NGT's penalties and
High Court
directives to contain
leachate leakage,
odour, and

pollution, the issue remains unsolved,” said Dubey.

Rajesh Reddy, former member of Town Municipal Corporation of Konappana

Agrahara said, “The cattle must have consumed water from a pond that 1s
contaminated due to the leachate seepage. The air is polluted, groundwater
15 contaminated, and lakes and ponds are toxic, There's also a severe
mosquite menace-- all because of BBMP's failure to manage this waste

processing plant,”he added.Following the protest,

Fonal Joint

Commissioner Madhu visited the site and assured residents that she would

escalate the matter to the Chief Commissioner and other authorities withina

week.

KOCHI.

The court’s approval will

Fast buses as they bring in more revenue.
There are also plans to make all superfast
buses air-conditioned without increasing
the fare. The same is expected to boost
ridership in a major way,”

the minister

said. The KSRTC will also deploy AC semi-

sleeper buses to provide connectivity to the

airporis. The same will be initially operated
from the Kochi airport before expanding to
other airports. The highlight of the services
will be that the buses won't have scheduled
departure timings and will leave only afier
the flights arrive.

decision on the next steps whether
to auction the items or deposit
them with the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) rests with the Tamil
Madu government. Apart from
these valuables, a luxury bus was
also seized during the
proceedings, and the court has
directed that it be auctioned.

Additionally, properties registered

under six different companies,
covering an extent of 1,526 acres
across the districts of Chennai,
Thanjavur, Chengalpatiu,
Kanchipuram, Tiruvallur and
Thoothukudi have been
confiscated. These properties will
cither be auctioned or converted
into government land, he said.

(BI tightens noose around Walayar sisters’

parents, seeks to reopen three cases
Two of the accused in the three cases — Pradeep Kumar, a close associate of the parents, and Madhu M

alias Kutty Madhu, a cousin of the victims — died by suicide during trial m various courts.

Tightening the noose
around the parents of the Walayar
sisters, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has moved
the special court in Ernakulam
seeking permission to reopen
three cases and further investigate
their role in abetting the
minors’ sexual abuse and
alleged suicide — less than
two months apart — in
2017,

make them an accused in
three additional cases. The
central investigating agency
recently filed six
chargesheets implicating the |
mother and her husband —

the stepfather of the elder child —
as additional accused in each
case.Two of the accused in the
three cases — Pradeep Kumar, a
close associate of the parents, and
Madhu M alias Kutty Madhu, a
cousin of the victims — died by
suicide during trial in wvarious
courts. In its plea, the CBI said
that reopening the cases is
essential to file three
supplementary chargesheets

It asserted that the two played an
active role in abetting and
facilitating the crime, as well as
engaging in wilful negligence as
parents — offences punishable
under relevant sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), the

Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act and
the Juvenile Justice Act.

The petition, accessed by | said the
role of the parents came to light
during further investigation.

The CBI stated that Pradeep Kumar

named in two of the cases
which the agency has sought to
reopen — commilted  suicide
while appeals were pending
before the Kerala High Court. On

the order of the trial court
acquitting all the accused. In the
same order, charges against
Pradeep Kumar were abated as he
was no more. “During further
investigation, it has been revealed
that the parents had abetted the
principal offences
committed by Pradeep
Kumar,” the agency said.
Pradeep Kumar was
accused of the rape and
death of the two girls,
while Madhu, who died
by suicide on October 25,
2023, was named in the
first case, involving the
rape of the elder girl, who
was 12 years old.In its
chargesheet in a related case, the
CBI said that many witnesses had
revealed that the parents used to
drink with first-accused Shibu and
other accused in their one-room
shed during evenings and
holidays. The presence of Shibu
within the house raises doubts
about his intention, the agency
said.To prove the abetment
charge, it produced video
clippings retrieved from the

against the parents.

January 6, 2021, the HC set aside

maobile phone of the mother.

Teacher arrested under Pocso in Puducherry, victim’s kin allege cops biased

police booked a private school
teacher under Section 6 of the
Pocso Act, 2012 on Friday night,
for aggravated penetrative sexual
assault of a six-year-old girl
studying in Class 1 at the school.
The accused, A Manikandan (23},
was arrested and is set to be
remanded by Saturday evening,
sources said.Meanwhile,
allegations are rife that the police
are biased and forcibly remove
protestors due to the school
correspondent’s political
connections.On Friday, the girl’s relatives
and villagers had gathered at the school
premises, assaulted the accused when police
attempted to arrest him. They had demanded
strict action against the teacher, the school
correspondent, and the headmaster. They

also sought action against the police
personnel who forcibly removed them from
the school premises and called for the
school’s immediate closure.

After assurances from collector, the protest

was withdrawn after seven hours.
Puducherry Union Students Federation

founder 5 Saminathan alleged that the
survivor’s parents feared biased
police action due to the school
correspondent’s political
connections.”Parents of the girl worry
that police action is one-sided as the
correspondent is from a national party.
Protestors alleged that other female
students in the school may have also
been affected. The education
department and child helpline must
conduct a proper inguiry. We demand
that those supporting the accused be
booked under the Pocso Act,”
Saminathan said in a statement.

Fishers boyeott work in protest
Fishermen from eighteen hamlets in

Puducherry boycotted fishing on Saturday,
demanding strict action against the accused
and the school. A meeting was held in
Nallavadu wvillage with fishermen

associations, village panchayat
representatives, along with revenue and
police officials.In the meeting, resolutions
were passed demanding action againsi the
teacher, the school correspondent, and the
headmaster under the Pocso Act. The
protestors also sought action against police
personnel who attacked villagers, a judicial
inquiry into the case, and Rs | crore
compensation for the girl’s family. The
resolutions were conveyed to the officials
present.Likewise, Makkal Urimai
Kootamaipu secretary G Sugumaran
criticised the education department’s
inaction in similar cases.”Education
department officials failed to act in similar
incidents at government and private schools
in Puducherry. They hide such incidents,
allowing offenders to escape. Officials do
nol monitor private schools properly, which
leads to students being.afTected.
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Steel industry braces
to meet fallout of
Trump’s tariff war

US President Donald Trump has imposed a massive
25 per cent import taridT on steel and aluminium
that will hit India hard. It is the eighth country
among the leading exporiers of these commodities
to the US, having sent out $4 billion in 2023. Now,
India will have to immediately undertake trade
diversification and identify new export strategies,

As a result of this pressure on export earnings, the
rupee which has already been grappling with the
uncertainties will be under greater pressure. Over
the last few years, the rupee has already been
depreciating and global investors have been
pulling out of emerging economies, including
India. In response, the central bank has been
putting more dollars in the market to counter the
pressure.Fortunately, the RBI has been able to
manage because of the high level of the country’s
reserves which still remain above 3600 billion. But
for how long can this go on?

The Indian steel industry, in particular, is likely to
face the consequences foremost as it is a large
player and relies on key domestic raw materials
like coal and iron. This comes at the head of what
has been taking place over the last 12 months when
domestic prices have dampened as a result of
aggressive imports into India. India started out on
the journey on modern industrialisation with the
steel industry which was conceived by Jamshedji
Tata who set up a steel plant.

Where do we go from here? In the short run,
countries across the world will have to wait and
watch till President Trump sees reason, Tariff is a
weapon which cuts both ways. Higher imports will
be a boon for the domestic industry as it will be
able to charge higher prices because of costly
imports. But the US consumers will end up paying
more, raising price levels across the board. Over
time, the global competitiveness of US firms will
be affected as it will get to live in a market of
costlier prices. Eventually, US voters have to
decide if Trump will be gooThe Indian authorities
have only a couple of options to play around with.
Foremost, it will have to engage with the US
authorities so as 1o try and sofien the impact of
tariffs, pointing outl that India is now a key
strategic partner and deserves a special treatment.
In particular, India will have to argue that it needs
to get stronger in order to tackle the challenge
posed by China which will get into its own act in
order to fight the turmoil that Trump has plunged
this world into.As the new RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra has made clear, India is not immune to
the global storms brewing on the horizon.
Geopolitical tensions, emerging new trade
protection, erratic commodity prices and
unpredictable financial markets are seriously
affecting the overall economic outlook. The global
scenario could negate the good work sought to be
done on the domestic front. India is not insulated
from rising global risks which could disrupt
financial stability. So, a big job is yet to be done.
The Indian economy must brace for shocks that are
sure to lie ahead.

Fortunately, this has come at a time when the
authorities were already set on a forward looking
path, The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) created
wide attention by cutting the repo rate, the rate at
which it lends to banks, by 25 basis points (that is a
quarter of a percentage) to 6.5 per cent. As the
central bank has changed the key rate for the first
time in five years, economists and analysts are
seeking to figure out what this can lead o.d for
them or not. This rate cut will make money cheaper
by lowering interest rates across the board and
give a fillip to the economy. But even as the
economy grows faster, there is also a chance that
with more money around, the inflation rate will
also go up. In fact, the economic growth rate has
been lately going down, hence the desire toup it a
little. The economy is currently expected to grow
at about just a little over 6 per cent after having
reached 8 per cent a couple of years ago, making
India the fastest growing large economy in the
world.

There are two key takeaways from the Delhi Assembly
poll outeome. The first is that Narendra Modi strides the
political arena like a colossus in India, that is Bharat. His
brand of politics and his hold on voters remains
unchallenged. The second is that Rahul Gandhi is no
match for Modi. He should stop aspiring for the
leadership of the TNDIA bloc. Had the Congress
supported the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in Delhi, the BIP
might have finished second best and not the undisputed
leader ofall it surveys.

The Congress should democratise its leadership. It should
not rely solely on the Nehru-Gandhi family. There are
many in the country who adore the family, but Modi has
reduced that base substantially through consistent, well-
directed verbal assaults. Rahul is a good, likeable human
being but not a good political animal. He spouts the
wrong language too often, thus playing into the hands of
the BJP's well-oiled propaganda machine. Rahul chose
core concerns of the electorate in the run-up to the
elections, but his rhetoric is nowhere as robust and hard-
hitting as Modi’s. It makes a very tepid impression on
the listeners. T do not blame him for his lack of
cloquence. It is a God-given gift. Modi has it; Rahul,
unfortunately does not.Residents of Delhi will benefit
initially from the double-engine government that will
replace AAP. The party with a difference had made the
AAP government irrelevant, It had appointed a Li-
Giovernor whose primary mandate was to scuttle the
plans Arvind Kejriwal and his companions had made for
the people of Delhi. The L-G suceeeded in his mission of
painting Kejriwal in a negative light.

The BIP has devised a strategy to install double-engine
governments in every state of the Union. To consolidate
its Hindutva ideology, it requires a centralised form of
government, with the Centre calling the shots in the
states as well. If it does not win elections in any state, it

EDITORIAL
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Why Indonesia is holding up Brahmos deal

The will to acquire the Brahmos is there, but a way has not been found to overcome the bureancratic hurdles.

The President of Indonesia, Probowo Subianto, seems

quick to strike but afraid to wound. This repudiates his
derring-do image as the special forces commando who
rose to be a General and married former President
Suharto's daughter. But prevarication has trumped
patience in clinching the long-awaited deal on the Indo-
Russian Brahmos missile.In the 55-para joint statement
after his state visit to India as the Chief Guest of the T6th
Republic Day, the word Brahmos was conspicuously
missing. Also, during the briefing by MEA officials,
questions by journalists on Brahmos were sidestepped.

But PM Narendra Modi introduced the CEO of Brahmos,

Jaiteerth Joshi, to Subianto and a presentation on the
5450-million Brahmos system was also made. Neither
the Sabang port project in Indonesia nor the Aceh-
Andamans connect has crystallised. Come to think of it,
despite all the pomp and panoply accompanying the visit,
there was no spectacular agreement, either economic or
strategic.In contrast, afier becoming President last year,
Subianto's first visit was to China, where deals worth
§10.6 billion were realised even as Jakarta maintains an
ambiguous policy towards it. The Indonesian archipelago
occupies strategic  geography in the Indo-Pacific,
especially the South China Sea stretching east to west
5,150 km with 1,780 islands. It enjoys commanding
heights along with littoral states Malaysia and Singapore
in conducting the collective Malacea Strait patrol — a
passage critical for China. And, in case it is blocked,
Jakarta enjoys exclusive rights to alternative routes along
the Sunda and Lombok Straits.

Although it has expressed neutrality in outh China Sea

disputes and made no claims there, China has clashed
with it over the Natuna Islands in its EEZ (exclusive
economic zone), which overlaps the Chinese nine-dash
line.In 2020, it was Defence Mimster Subianto who
prevented Chinese incursions in the Natuna island. So,
the MolJ on joint development in disputed waters of the
South China Sea around Natuna was both surprising and
risky, though later, Jakarta clarified that the Moll did not
amount to recognition of the Chinese maritime
claims. This is where the famed Brahmos missile comes
in. In 2023, the Philippines was the first and, so far, the
only country to buy Brahmos. It is deployed in Luzon,
facing the Filipino Sea, to deter Chinese vessels from
entering it.The US Typhon missile system has terrified
the Chinese Coast Guard and fishing vessels though the
Chinese Coast Guard ships have seriously jittered the
movement of Philippines naval and fishing vessels from
resupplying its disputed Scarborough shoal in its EEZ,
which China claims falls within its nine-dash line. Last
month, Manila said it would dismantle the US Typhon
missile system if China stopped its bullying tactics in its
waters,

Before Subianto's arrival in India, huge excitement

PUNJAB and Haryana are facing an escalating
groundwater
contamination, reckless extraction and poor
water management pushing the region
towards disaster. The situation demands
urgent intervention before irreversible
damage threatens public health, agriculture
and the environment. The latest Central
Ground Water
alarming levels of uranium, nitrates, arsenic
and fluoride in groundwater in both states. In
Punjab, uranium contamination has spread
to 20 districts, while 16 in Haryana exceed
safe limits. The excessive use of phosphate
fertilisers, along with aggressive
groundwater extraction, has worsened the
crisis. Prolonged exposure to uranium-laced
water can cause kidney toxicity and urinary
tract cancers, yel the response remains
sluggish.

crisis, with toxic

Board report exposes

prevailed over the Brahmos deal. Reuters had reported
that Jakarta had decided to sign the Brahmos deal. Jakarta
said it was thinking ‘positively’, while most Indian
newspapers reported categorically that Brahmos was a
done deal. The Indian optimism was not misplaced. In
December 2024, the Nawvy Chief, Admiral Dinesh
Tripathi, had visited Indonesia and Brahmos was widely
discussed. In January, the Indonesian Navy Chief, Adm
Muhammad Ali, was in Delhi and Brahmos topped the
agenda of defence issues. He toured various Brahmos
production facilities, raising expectations.

Subianto is known to be a hands-on foreign and security

policy President. He believes military strength is integral
to national security and economic prosperity. In 2021, as
Defence Minister, he had obtained $10.6 billion for
defence, with focus on navy modernisation. He secured
another $46.6 billion for modemisation in the 2024-29
period, when the defence budget rose from 0.7 to 1.5 per
cent of the GDP.So, Jakarta, which runs a trade surplus
with India is not short on funds and Delhi is ready to
provide a letter of credit (LOC) for itJakarta has no
enemies, internl or external, though, at one time,
Australia used to fear it. In the 1965 war, Indonesia
supported Pakistan and was its staunch partner in the
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation {OIC) on Kashmir.
In 1987, when India was spending nearly 3.5 per cent
GDP on defence and was considering reviving a World
War Il airbase in the Andamans near Indira Point, which
is just 90 nautical miles from Indonesia, it protested

Toxic waters

Punjab, Haryana in the throes of groundwater crisis

Kejriwal, Rahul should look within

AAP-weary residents of Delhi have plumped for a double-engine government

first attempts to buy over the required
number of Opposition legislators — if the
difference in numbers permits. It did this
twice in Goa and once, in a big way, in
Karnataka.If engineering defections is not

doable, it installs Governors or Lt-
Governors like it did in Delhi and
Puducherry to make the poll winners

redundant. That experiment is going on in
Tamil Nadu. So is the attempt to dislodge
Mamata Banerjee in West Bengal. The task
is proving very difficult in these two states,
even as govemnance is being consigned to
the boondocks, Consequently, the public is
suffering.

The people of Delhi must have digested this
reality. They realised that if there was a
double-engine government, their lives
would be better. Besides, Kejriwal, who
was elected on the anti-corruption plank,
had turned owvertly rapacious. They
realised this when they were told that he
had fitted jacuzzi in his bath, a clear
departure from the spartan life people
thought he led.It is not only residents of Delhi who were
disappointed with Kejriwal. His mentor, Anna Hazare,
who led the movement against corruption that grabbed
headlines at home and abroad in 2011, expressed
happiness at the fall of a “traitor” to the cause. Hazare
had expected Kejriwal to become an activist like him to
keep the movement against corruption alive. But the
latter had other ideas. He imagined himself as a future
Prime Minister. He might have got there had he not been
in such a hurry, But, like many of his ilk, he tripped, or
rather, was felled by a more astute politician’s skills.

MNothing can be predicted with certainty in the realm of

-

politics. Kejriwal may bounce back sometime. At this
moment, he is licking his wounds. He would be well
advised to reflect on his fate and the factors that
militated against him. His runaway ambition for one,
when patience and humility were needed.

There is one charge against him that I have not found
credible. It is alleged that he has acquired wealth in the
notorions excise policy scam. | have no doubt that the
‘scam’ did happen, but my gut feeling is that AAP
required money to operate. All political parties do_ [f the
BIP pretends that it does not, very few are going to
accepl its word. Even in the tiny state of Goa, the home

strongly.But, it is bonhomie now. So, what is holding
back Subianto from acquiring the Brahmos? The will is
there, but a way has not been found to overcome the
bureaucratic hurdles. The fear of annoying China and the
reluctance to become a countervailing foree (to China) in
Asean is evident, Although China has laid claim in the
Natuna Sea, Indonesia does not want to antagomise
Beijing as it receives plentiful economic assistance and
waits patiently for the Chinese code of conduct in the
South China Sea. Like India, it is non-aligned (its
constitution  bars military alliance) and covets its
strategic autonomy. A second problem is the equipment
acquisition process which is more complicated than
India's Defence Procurement Procedure 2020. The
bureaucracy is the bane. Circumventing it is not easy, not
even for Subianto. Third is the question of agents, who are
a normal in Indonesia but banned in India following
defence scandals two decades ago.Fourth, Jakarta is
unfamiliar with the use of the LOC and is loath to provide
sovereign guarantees. It prefers commercial loans, like
the ones Chinese provideLastly, it fears atiracting
CAATSA (the Countering America's Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act) ever more, now that Trump is
back. Sources in the Indian Embassy in Jakarta say
hesitation in decision-making has not diminished.But
Admiral Tripathi seems convinced that sooner than later,
the Brahmos deal will be done. For the present, an
Indonesian naval officer will be posted at the Maritime
Information Fusion Centre in Gurugram.

Punjab’s worsening water crisis is
exacerbated by its unsustainable
agricultural practices. A 2019 study warned
that groundwater at 100 m would be
exhausted within a decade. Five years later,
farmers are still forced to rely on borewells
due to the government's failure to promote
crop diversification. Paddy farming, which
guzzles thousands of litres per kilogram,
continues to drain reserves, pushing the
state toward desertification. Adding to the
crisis is Punjab’s mismanagement of
wastewater. Instead of investing in sewage
treatment plants, authorities have resorted
to deepening village ponds to contain
sewage overflow. This reckless practice
contaminates sub-soil water, posing a
severe health hazard. The Punjab and
Haryana High Court has rightfully
questioned the legality and .

of my ancestors, where
corruption was never a factor, that
evil has now gone through the
roof! BIP leader Manohar
Parrikar had kept corruption in
check when he was the CM,
There is no control now, probably
because secretive funding
through electoral bonds has been
disallowed by the Supreme
Court.

The Kejriwal government started
its innings on a positive note, It
began with paying attention to the
top priorities of any government

education and health. Neither
the Congress governments at the
Central and state levels nor non-
Congress dispensations in some
states, like the Left in Bengal and
Kerala, had thought of doing that.

Manish Sisodia, then Deputy Chief
Mimister, aided ably by Atishi, a
Rhodes scholar, revolutionised

the working of public schools. AAP also brought
medical help to every locality by opening local clinics
and manning them. The less affluent were hugely
benefitted.If the BJP wants to prove that it is a party of
patriots, it should not dump the system introduced by
AAP in the health and education sectors. Even if it is an
initiative of an Opposition party, it is a pro-people
initiative and needs to be institutionalised. China has
stolen a march on us because it made universal
education its first priority. The productivity of its
waorkforce improved by leaps and bounds because every
man and woman was literate. We have a lot to catch up.
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Don't ket your Kids personal space be an
:|I‘|crlla'-|:|_glil. Hoerghs 'ﬁm‘hﬂ!:ﬂ Slaed:
Recently, Ballywaod's favourite promoter of
nepotism pot his babies home 10 0 swanky
and pristne-white nursery designed by
friend Gauri Khan. A child's nursery is nod
Justany other room; they are well thought out
spaces for the child w call hisher own from
the day he'she's bom.

While Karan Johar's nursery is right out of a
catalomue, you don't have 1o break the hank
1 et your ¢hild's room seady, All youneed is
awell thought our concept,

Justcribbing

The ¢nb = the centre pevind of & NUTSETY,
Interior designer Namruta Joshi says, "Be
sure bo el Lhe r:|_:|:|l one, Dlan'i B for ‘|:T,il'||_'_".'
but functional - read, a good quality crib with

Makin

proper safety guidelines.” Most cribs converd
to tosikdlier beds, that's why pick a picee that
will last. Invest in plenty of crib sheets, and a
crib skint for exira dramsa. Think 100 per ceni
codlom, I|3,||-crr.'|]|-;,:r1.:|:|:||-;,: = il k-g:n.'p 1t E.,:lu.h:l
neutral,

F(ETIIEIIHEI}LF

Babes comie wath ‘t'“‘.l" n.‘h:lpu:'n:. Taw put a
pasitive spin 1o the poop dama, opt for a
|,"I|.:|1|._r_i|||_: fable, It ¥l dont have |._'|1n|,.||,_=_|1
space, Sandeep Kumar, founder of a
Bengaluru-based interior eCommerce
venbure advises on changing pads that can be
attachod to the top ofany dresser,

Store more

Bahics mean more stuff. Up your storage
game, Creale your own slorage soluwions
with clever hacks. Inferior designer Ayushi

.:. i il &

good all vear through.

Create your own

ock garden
at home

Little eomes chose to being as peacelul as a rock garden. It exades
serenity and is a visual landscape, oo, Ir's also Aot tough to make
vaurownone al home. Here are Gips on how i di so:

1} Chaase the ares: The foundation matters oo choase a A, Iﬂl;'.'l'lll."
on your patio or terrace for the rock garden space, Yoo will also need
it to have depth (around one foat ).

2y Arranging rocks, plants: The next step is to arrange the layvout of
the garden. Yon will need to get rocks in different sizes and shades,
Large slabs of rock make for a staircase and Mat, coloured stones can
b used for the walkway. Place the flowers and plants around this,

1y Water effect: You can also ereate an artificially Mowing fountain or
water path through the garden.

4) Furniture: Use cane furniture around your rech garden. It beoks

HOME & GARDEN

Kanodia advizes on wall shelves and the use
of hing and baskets to separate supphics. Use
open bins for blankets, while shorter bins can
be micked away under the crib. Kumar acdvises
o washihle wall colours. "Llse ensy clean
wall decals to givie kids room 1o doodle and
make the walls their own,™ he says

Mursery noles

- Don'l make it o sunny. Babies need their
slecpand light curtains can work against them
setting their circadian rhythmes,

- Baby-proof the room. Cover electrical
owtlets, mek away cords, anchor furninare and
SCCLRE FUES.

- Don't use harsh lighting. Install dimmer
lighes,

= Doa't use rugs that can’t be washed casily
FFlowsr nlgﬂ.m:l!hu hly_gqxl carmiers ol mites
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Gel money savvy
with these simple Lips

\

|

.‘].1

L]
1

Arg youone of those who cannol manage vour money? Be well informed and plan better
fior the futore 1f youw want toenjoy all that money you make. Here ane some saimple tips -

I, Geather knowledge: Start early an life to know what you can do wath your money
Gather enough knowledge and read as much as you can before investing

2. Look ouf for best imvestimenits: Unice Wil know whizre pll yoRLCEn inviest 1n, st .,Imn|_1
it in o methodhical manmer, [ mod Invest i one particular schermse but Ery b divicle T
spvings min making imvestments at virious pleces

3, Plan yvour life: Sel up vour prorbics and goals m life, If vou want 1o save for vour

retired life try 1o limil your expenses and curb all those indulgences,
L L] .

Use old bottles to add
greenery to your home

a vertical design, where yvou cut the bottle in
hial f and turm them upside down 5o that the
weater fram the open neck of the botle drips
onto amother bobile, 1% nilty and assthene,
[TRTRM
Ciod 2 wall that's blank? This time, instead
of hanging the wsual phole fnumes on i, opt
for some horizontal
| preepery via a plant
bottle wall. Choose the
herbs like thyme,
rosemary and cilantro
fow this. To start, cut ol
the mid-section of the
botle and place the sodl
amnil F|'I:|||'I msnle, You can
alseo have a wertical
desapn, where wvou cut
the bottle in halt and tum
them upside down so
that the water from the
open neck of the bodtle
drips onio anpther botile,
It's nifty and acsthetic,
o Y

! T O O T

Cied @ wall that's blunk? Ths time, instesd
of hanging the uswal photo frames on it, opt
for some honzontal greenery via a plant
bodile wall. Cheose the herbs like thyme,
rosermary and cilantro for this. To start, cut
ot the mid-seciion of the bottle and place
thie soil and plant inside. You can also lave
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Major 'Make in India’ boost:
Su-30 brake parachute
production goes local

NEW DELHLIn a major boost to India’s defence
self-reliance, the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) transferred
the technology of the Su-300 Brake Parachute
system 1o the Ordnance Equipment Factory (OEF)
in Uttar Pradesh's Hazratpur. The formal handover
took place at Aero India 2025 in Bengaluru, where
Junior defence minister Sanjay Seth oversaw the
transfer ol the technology to OEF.

MOVING AWAY FROM FOREIGN
DEPENDENCE

The brake parachute, a critical salety component that
helps the Su-30 fighter aircraft decelerate during
landing, was previously imported from Russia, the
original manufacturer of the Su-30 aircraft,

Until now, India had relied on Russian suppliers for
these parachutes, making the aircraft’s
sustainment dependent on external sources. This
technology transfer marks a major step toward
self-reliance, reducing dependence on foreign
manufacturers.

ADVANCING INDIGENOUS
CAPABILITIES

OEF Hazratpur, a key player in technical textile-
based defence solutions, has been at the forefront
of developing and manufacturing aerial delivery
systems and brake parachutes for the Indian Air

NATIONAL
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Legs chained, hands cuffed: Indian
deportee on 2nd US flight recounts ordeal

similar complaints, triggering a massive
uproar.Daljit Singh, a native of Kurala
Kalan village in Punjab's Hoshiarpur
district, was among the 116
illegal Indian immigrants on
board the C-17 US military
aircraft that landed in Amritsar
at around 11.35 pm on
Saturday following a 90-
minute delay. The second batch
of deportees comprised 63
people from Punjab, 33 from
Haryana; eight from Gujarat;
two each from Uttar Pradesh,
Goa, Maharashtra and
Rajasthan; and one each from
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu
and Kashmur,

According to sources, a majority of them are
aged 18 to 30, news agency PTI

"donkey" route -- an illegal and dangerous  Upon their arrival, the deportees had to
journey taken by migranis (o enter
America.Meanwhile, his wife claimed

~-The US military C-17
aircraft, that landed in
Amritsar late Saturday
night, carried the second
batch of illegal Indian
immigrants as part of
President Donald Trump's
massive crackdown
against undocumented

aliens in America.
R

New Delhi. An Indian deportee who was on
board the second US military aircrafi

immediately proceed for immigration and
background checks, following which they
were allowed to proceed to their
homes in the early hours of
Sunday.The Punjab and Haryana
governments made special travel
arrangements for the deportees
hailing from the two
states.Meanwhile, a third plane
carrying 157 deportees is
expected to land in Amritsar on
Sunday. However, there was no
immediate information on the
arrival time.The first US flight
carrying |04 deportees, including
I 3 children, landed in Amritsaron
February 5, marking the first time that
Indian illegal immigrants were sent back
as part of President Donald Trump's

DEFENCE

that a travel agency deceived her husband,
and instead of a light to the US that he had
promised, Singh was taken via the donkey

carrying illegal immigranis, claimed that
"our legs were chained and hands cufTed"
throughout the journey, just over a week

reported Speaking to reporters in
Hoshiarpur, Singh also said that he had
been taken to the US via the treacherous

route.She further alleged that a man from
their village had introduced Singh to the
travel agent.

massive crackdown against
undocumented aliens that he launched on
his first day in office on January 20.

afier the first baich of deporiees also made

JDU leader accuses RJD MLA of
assault, claims 'forced to drink
urine’

i

New Delhi. A complaint has been filed against a RID
MLA in Bihar’s Pumea district in connection with a
kidnapping and assault incident.The case involves
JDUs Baisi block vice president, Mohd Rehan Fazal,
who has accused the RID MLA Rukanuddin of
abducting and assaulting him over a land dispute
involving a Dalit woman.

The JDU leader alleged that he was taken to the MLA's
residence, where he was brutally beaten with
motorcycle rods and sticks, When he asked for water, he
was allegedly forced to drink urine.

Speaking to India Today TV s sister site, Aaj Tak, Pumea
Superintendent of Police (SP) indicated that an arrest
warrant may be issued against the RID MLA over the
issue. The JDU leader sustained severe injuries and is
currently undergoing treatment at Government Medical
College and Hospital. A complaint has been filed
against the ML A at Baisi police station.

Meanwhile, MLA Rukanuddin has dismissed the
allegations, calling them politically motivated and
baseless. He claimed that his side has also filed a
complaint at the police station. Purnia SP confirmed that
the investigation has found evidence supporting the
allegations of abduction and assault. He said that a
warrant will be issued against the MLA after due legal
procedures.

7 Suspected Kuki National
Army, 4 Meitei Militants
Arrested In Manipur: Police

New Delhi. Eleven militants have been arrested in
Manipur in the last two days, including seven suspected
militanis of the Kuki National Army (KNA), the police
said on Sunday. The KNA is a signatory to the
controversial suspension of operations (So0)
agreement. The suspected KNA militants were arrested
from Old Khaukual area in Churachandpur on Friday,
the police said.In another operation on Saturday at
Huikap village in Imphal East district, four members of
the Meitei militant group Kangleipak Communist Party
(People's War Group), or KCP(PWG), including two
women were arrested, the police said. They were found
carrying two AK assault rifles, pistols, ammunition,
incriminating documents and booklets, the police said.

Following the imposition of President's Rule with the
house in suspended animation (assembly not
dissolved), the security forces have been carrying out
operations across the state to dismantle bunkers and
disarm people from both sides who call themselves
village volunteers.

The Kuki tribes are calling for the amrest of Arambai
Tengeol chiel Korounganba Khuman, alleging he heads
aradical Meitei outfit. The Meiteis have pointed back at
hundreds of Kuki vouths carrying assault rifles under
numerous banners of ‘volunteers', who the Meileis say
are infested with highly trained Kuki militants.

What is ¢lear, however, is civilians from both sides cannot
carry weapons like assault rifles under the name of
volunteering, police sources said, adding the President's
Rule will ensure all are disarmed.The frequency of
arrests - at least those announced by the police on X
(formerly Twitter) - has increased in recent weeks.

The Kuki tribes and the Meiteis have been fighting since
May 2023 over a range of issues such as land rights and
political representation.Some 24 Kuki-Zo militant
groups come under two umbrella organisations for the
purpose of negotiations - the Kuki National
Organisation (KNO) led by the KNA, and the United
People’s Front (UPF) led by the Zomi Revolutionary
Army. The KNOand the UPF representing all the others
have signed the 500 agreement with the Centre and the
Manipur government. Under this agreement, the
militants are to stay at designated camps and their
weapons keplin locked.

CBI searches in Delhi, Haryana in cyber

investigation into a case of cyber crime,

crypto fraud using computer resources
and crypto devices, officials added.

the Central Bureau of Investigation They were also found cheating people in

(CBI) on Friday carried out
searches at 11 locations in
Delhi and Harvana and
recovered a huge stash of
cash and gold, officials
said. Dunng the searches, the
CBI recovered Rs 1.08 crore
in cash, USD 1,000 and 252
grams of gold. Nine locations
in Delhi and two in
Haryvana's Hisar were
searched by the CBI on
Friday. This operation was a
follow-up action the
suspects, who in conspiracy
among themselves and
others, were engaged in illegal
activities by impersonating
government officials and committing

crime case; cash and jewellery recovered

NEW DELHI. In an ongoing

This money was then routed through
multiple crypte wallets and converted
into cash.The CBI has already filed
chargesheet in the case
against three accused under
Sections 120B read with
420 and 384 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), along
with Section 66D of the IT

India and abroad by offering fake
technical support consultations and : : m _
dishonestly inducing them to transfer Further investigation into the matter is

money in the form of eryptocurrency.

Act, 2000.During the
searches, the CB1 unearthed
significant incriminating
digital evidence and seized
six laptops, eight mobile
phones, and one iPad. The
investigation also revealed
the use of computer
programs for making VolP-
based calls and accessing
the darknet.

underway.

Coast Guard Ship Shoor in Abu Dhabi to
boost India-UAE maritime partnership

The shi

is on a goodwill visit to Abu Dhabi from Februa

15

to 21, reinforcing the deep-

rooted maritime partnership between India and the UAE,

New Delhi. Indian Coast Guard Ship
(ICGS) Shoor, an offshore patrol
vessel, made a port call at Abu Dhabi in
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on
Saturday, an official statement said.

The ship is on a goodwill visit to Abu
Dhabi from February 15 to 21,
reinforcing the deep-rooted maritime
partnership between India and the
UAE., it added.This visit underscores
the strategic importance of the Gulf
region for India’s maritime interests
and aligns with India’s SAGAR
(Security and Growth for All in the
Region) policy, which prioritises
maritime security, regional stability,
and economic prosperity. This visit
strengthens the India-UAE bilateral
ties by enhancing operational

SAR), Mantime Pollution Response
(MPR), and Maritime Law
Enforcement (MLE). These
interactions bolster regional maritime
cooperation, improve interoperability,
and enhance collective readiness to
address emerging security challenges,

the government asserted.

coordination and information sharing A key highlight of the visit is ICGS

between the two agencies.

During its stay, [CGS Shoor will engage
in professional interactions with the
UAE National Coast Guard (UAE
NC(), focusing on critical areas such
as Maritime Scarch and Rescue (M-

Shoor's participation in International
Defence Exhibition (IDEX-2025) and
MWaval Defence Exhibition &
Conference (NAVDEX-2025), the
premier international defense
exhibition at Port Zayed, Abu Dhabi.

IDEX / NAVDEX provides a platform
for India to showcase its maritime
capabilities, cutting-edge defense
technologies, and commitment 1o
fostering global partnerships for
maritime security.

India’s presence at the evet reinforces its

role as a responsible maritime
power dedicated to safeguarding the
stability in the region. Additionally,
15 National Cadet Corps (NCC)
cadets onhoard, as part of the Puneet
Sagar Abhivan, a flagship initiative
aimed at raising awareness about
marine pollution and advocating for
cleaner oceans, will be undertaking
outreach activities highlighting
India’s commitment to
environmental sustainability and
strengthening  people-to-people  ties
between India and the UAE Following
its visit to Abu Dhabi, ICGS Shoor will
visit Muscat in Oman, on February 25,
further reinforcing India’s maritime
partnerships in the Gulf region, the
defence ministry said.

Force (IAF).With this latest achievement, the
factory strengthens its role as a strategic defence
manufacturing hub.

BOOSTING '"MAKE IN INDIA' IN DEFENCE

The technology transfer aligns with India’s “Make in
India" and “Atmanirbhar Bharat” mitiatives,
ensuring that critical defence sysiems are
manufactured domestically.

The move will not only enhance operational
efficiency for the IAF but also create opportunities
for domestic industries and skilled workforce
development. Speaking at the event, general
manager of OEF Hazratpur, Amit Singh,
emphasised the flactory’s commitment Lo
strengthening India’s armed forces through
indigenous manufacturing.

Army seeks to enhance border
monitoring with 1,000
surveillance helicopters

New Delhi.The Indian Army has requested
information from potential vendors for the
procurement of 1,000 surveillance helicopiers
and 50 heavy crawler rock dnlls to ensure
vigilance with modernisation and self-reliance on
military technology. The request for information
(RFI) document was uploaded to the Indian
Army’s official website. This move by the Army
highlights its focus on strengthening its
operational readiness, particularly in high-
altitude areas such as Ladakh, Siachen, and
Arunachal Pradesh. The surveillance copters,
capable of operating at 5,500 meters above sea
level, will be equipped with day and night
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cameras to provide real-time intelligence. Their
deployment is expected to enhance border
monitoring, reduce reliance on traditional foot
patrols in hostile terrain, and enable faster
responses to security threats.

Given the ongoing tensions along the LAC (Line of
Actual Control) with China, this move suggesis a
strategic effort to strengthen India’s
reconnaissance and surveillance capabilities in
remote border areas.Currently, the Indian Army
relies on various surveillance systems, including
Israeli Heron UAVs, searcher drones, Indian-
developed SWITCH drones, and long-range
surveillance cameras. The army has been
focusing on enhancing endurance at critical
operational altitudes with tough weather
conditions. The new surveillance copters aim to
address these challenges by providing an
indigenous, high-altitude reconnaissance
solution tailored to India’s specific needs.

Railway staff clear haunting remains after
night of chaos, loss at New Delhi Station

Shoes, torn bags, scattered clothes, and abandoned food lay across platforms 14 and 15 --
serving as grim reminder of the chaos that unfolded just hours earlier.

NEW DELHI. Hours after a stampede at
the New Delhi Railway Station claimed at
least 18 lives, railway staff worked
through the might to clear the homific
remains of the tragic incident.Shoes, torm
bags, scattered clothes, and abandoned
food lay across platforms 14 and 15 --
serving as grim reminder of the chaos that
unfolded just hours earlier,

By Sunday moming, workers were scen
sweeping away the debris, collecting
personal belongings, to restore normaley
at the busy station, but the tragedy lefi
scars that could not be so casily erased.

A railway staffer, who spent hours clearing
the wreckage, described the scene as "one
of the worst" he ever witnessed."There
were belongings everywhere' -- slippers
without their pairs, half-eaten food, and
even a child's school bag. People had no
time to pick up their things: they just ran

for their lives," he said. The eerie sight of

personal items scattered across the

platforms was a painful reminder of
the lives lost and the ones
disrupted. The stampede occurred
around 9:55 pm on Saturday night
when thousands of passengers, mostly
Maha Kumbh pilgrims, crowded the
station to board trains to Prayagraj.
The Prayagraj Express was stationed at
platform 14, while the Swatantrata
Senani Express and Bhubaneswar
Rajdhani Express were delayed,
causing an overwhelming surge of
people on platforms 12, 13}, and
14.The situation worsecned when a
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underfoot.

were collected in piles, while officials
searched for any remaining personal
belongings. At the Lok Nayak Jai
Prakash (LNIP) Hospital, grieving
families gathered to identify their loved
ones.

A father, scarching desperately for his
missing son, broke down upon seeing a
familiar blue backpack among the
items recovered from the station."He
was just 12, He was supposed to board
the train with me," he schbed. The
government has announced Rs 10 lakh
compensation for the families of the

last-minute platform change was
announced.Confused and panicked, the
passengers rushed towards platform 16,
where an escalator became a choking
point.

Security personnel tried to intervene, but
the crowd was too large to control Some
passengers attempted to climb railings o
escape, while others were crushed

Eighteen people -- 714 women and five
children, including two under 10 -- lost
their lives in the stampede, while more
than a dozen others suffered injuries. As
dawn broke, railway staff began the grim
task of cleaning up.Videos shared by
news agency PTI showed workers
sweeping debris off the platform roof and
clearing the tracks.Bags and clothing

deceased Expressing his condolences on
X, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said,
"Distressed by the stampede at New Delhi
Railway Station. My thoughts are with all
those who have lost their loved ones. 1
pray that the injured have a speedy
recovery."Railway authorities have
admuitted that overcrowding was a major
factor for the disaster.
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From splashing
colours to going
natural -- you can
use your
creativity to make
your child's room
a true fairyland.

New Delhi, Monday, 17 February 2025

HOME & GARDEN

Child’s room

Induce creativity:
Your bundle of joy needs to be gently nudged into a
world of imagination and wonder. Grab his or her
interest in all things creative and stimulating by
infusing an element of magic, fantasy and popular
kids' literature into their rooms. Think of bedsheets
and pillows with cartoon characters, wall motifs

best to encourage this feeling of oneness with
all things natural. Boost their love for the
wild by cleverly infusing quirky elements
into their abode. Wallpapers that represent
forests or mountains and ceilings with stars
that shine in the dark usually work well.
Wooden furniture and flooring best
complement such a theme.

Create space:

When designing an interior scheme for your
baby's room, it's essential to keep in mind
that he or she needs a lot of space. If you have
one room for two children, a bunk bed is a
great idea. Not only do children find it cool
and fun, it also makes way for an activity
area. Just spread a funky carpet, scatter a few
toys here and there and the perfect playroom
is ready. Your little princess can also lay her
Barbie set here and delve into her beautiful
world of fantasy.

that make them want to read fairytales and wall
decals with famous animated movie figures.

Splash colours:
Most parents understand that a child's room
must exude bright happiness in terms of the
colour scheme. Yet many desist from
undertaking the project of altering the way the
room looks. This is because the traditional
belief is that to spruce up the room, one has to
invest in recolouring the walls. However, this
isn't true. In fact, most contemporary designers
believe that it's better to have the walls painted
in a sober shade and splash vibrancy in other
ways through upholstery, accessories,
exuberant rugs, beanbags and lots of visually
pleasing books.
Go natural:
Children love the outdoors and nature, and if

you don't want them to end up as couch
potatoes once they grow up a little, it will be

Create a container

Garden

A container
garden is a

When it comes to locating

plots, buildings, orienting

homes, placing decor and
even planning gardens the
first thing which would come
to our mind is unhindered

flow of enerqy and a feel
good factor.

Desiqgnin

homes the

Feng

sectors is a step after getting to know the
interpretation of the magnetic fields and
compass directions. Presuming that one has got
to know the axis of the plot and located the
cardinal magnetic directions, it becomes a lot
easier to design a home as per Feng Shui tenets.

This is quite possible when we plan our home
keeping in mind some important tenets of
Feng Shui in terms of decor, alignment and
design.

The adaptation could extend beyond the
framework of building design as it can be used
to enhance the interiors, furnishing , decor and
other aspects of the deisgn elements in a
space.

A simple approach to Feng Shui would be in
terms of providing the right plot levels, set
backs, proper layout and allocation of rooms.
How do we go about this? The basic
understanding to allocate rooms in the right

Some of the very
generic rules in
Feng Shui home
design are:-

Main door: The main
door should be the
largest door in the
home and the door
should not open into
a kitchen area.
Moreover the
position of the main
door is critical and
would vary
depending upon the
direction and axis of
the plot, however
doors right on the
cardinal directions
are considered bad
positioning.

Kitchen: What we eat, where we eat and how
we eat are all part of the science of health and
vitality; hence kitchen location is vital to the
overall harmony of the home. Kitchen as many
elements which operate in tandem or could be
conflicting like water, fire (stove /electricity),
metal (utensils) etc. In addition locating the
stove and sink is of great importance so having
the water body away from the fire is quite
important.

Master bedroomr: This is one of the most
important rooms in a home. It 1s said that deep

Shui
Way

sleep is when we reunite with the source, hence
if we sleep deeply we awaken refreshed ready
for the new day. Quality of sleep is far more
important than the length of time. Certain
locations are more conducive to peaceful sleep
than others. Using wooden bed/cot is preferred
as wood is benign and warm as against metal
beds, which are cold and oppressive, and metal
is said to be associated with the planet Saturn.
Living room: This room is the sanctuary for
relaxation. Feng Shui treatises says that the
centre portion or the 'tai chi' of the house is not
conducive for major activities as it receives
least amount of cosmic energy, hence it is
beneficial if a major portion of the living room
occupies the central zone of the building.
Remember to orient your sofas and heavy
furniture's such that they occupy the south and
west sectors of the room and avoid furniture or
blockages at the northeast sector of the room
which is the knowledge sector.

Toilets: In the carlier days the toilets were
away from the main house and later they were
made 'en-suite' or attached. Toilets should not
be too close to kitchen as the food energy and
toilet energies are incompatible.

Feng Shui reminds us of the basic relationship
between earth, nran and cosmros. By adapting
these principles our lives, we can create a
healthy environment with harmonious living
and working environment.

great way
to utilise
the space in
your house
and also add
greenery.
This is how
you can do

Map the area where
you want to make the
garden

Since this type of a garden can make
your home look cluttered, always select
one specific area in your house where
you would like to have it. This can be a
space, either in your living area, your
balcony or a place in your dining room.
Go for plants that can sustain for a long
duration

Mostly built indoors, choose plants that
can survive with minimum or no
sunlight for days at end. However, you
must remember to water them from
time to time, so that they remain fresh.

Go for bright blooms

Instead of going in only for green
plants, you can also opt for flowers in
bright colours — marigolds, lilies, etc
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are good options. They not only add to
the beauty of the room, but also lend a
calming effect. Make sure you choose
flowering plants that are not seasonal.

Do not opt for too

many planters

Build the garden in such a way that it
does not overpower your room. Since
you also have to maintain uniformity,
having about three to four planters
placed side by side will make the
garden look complete. This will also
lend a neat look to your room and the
plants will have enough breathing
space.

Place them on faux
grass

To give the garden a more authentic
look, you can have the planters placed
on fake grass. If you are planning to do
this in your
bedroom, make
sure that you
choose an area
(possibly near
the windows, so
that your plants
can get
sunlight). You
can alternatively
also use pebbles
for non -
i flowering plants
! that need less
water to keep
them clean.
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US plane carrying second
batch of 116 illegal
immigrants lands in
Amritsar

NEW DELHI. A US plane carrying 116 illegal
Indian immigrants landed at the Amritsar
International Airport late Saturday night, official
sources said.A C-17 aircraft landed at the airport
around 11.35 pm as against the expected time of 10
pm, sources said. This is the second batch of such
Indians to be deported by the Donald Trump
administration as part of its crackdown on illegal
immigrants.

It was not immediately clear whether the deportees
were in shackles, like the previous batch was.

The deportees will be allowed to head to their homes
after completion of formalities including
immigration, verification, and background checks.

Many from the first batch of illegal immigrants
landed here on February 5, most of them, from
Punjab, said they wanted to migrate to the US for a
better life for their families, but were duped by
their agents. Their dreams were shattered when
they were caught on the US border and sent back in
shackles.Earlier, there were reports that the plane
would carry 119 immigrants, but as per an updated
list of passengers, the number of deportees in the
second batch was 116, sources said.

Of the fresh batch of deportees, 65 are from Punjab,
33 from Haryana, eight from Gujarat, two each
from Uttar Pradesh, Goa, Maharashtra and
Rajasthan, and one each from Himachal Pradesh
and Jammu and Kashmir. Most of them are aged 18
to 30, as per the sources.The families of some of the
deportees reached the airport to receive them.A
third plane carrying 157 deportees is expected to
land on February 16, sources said.

On February 5, a US military aircraft carrying 104
illegal Indian immigrants landed at the Amritsar
airport. Of them, 33 each were from Haryana and
Gujarat, and 30 were from Punjab.

The family members of the second batch of illegal
Indian immigrants deported seemed in a state of
shock, with many of them saying that they raised
money by pledging farm land and cattle to send
them abroad for a bright future.

Biz key to becoming
developed, have given it
priority: Mandaviya

NEW DELHI. Modi government has given priority
to industry and trade as it realises business plays a
key role in achieving the goal of India becoming a
developed nation by 2047, said labour and
employment minister Mansukh Mandaviya. The
taxes they pay are used for funding welfare
policies that benefit everyone, especially the poor,
he said.Speaking at the ET Now Global Business
Summit, Mandaviya said that since 2014 India has
seen ambitious aims being set and a roadmap
being devised to achieve that. "If you have a train
to catch, you must reach the station in time and be
on the platform in front of your coach to board it. If
you are not there, the train will arrive on its
scheduled time and leave without you. That is the
memory | have of 1985 when I was in school and
the then PM Rajiv Gandhi spoke an India of the
21st century. But there was no road map and we
missed that bus then. Preparation is key. PM Modi
ensured that and now we are on right track to
achieving our goals," Mandaviya, who is also
minister for sports and youth affairs said.

"Modi has given a chance to the youth - which is all
they needed - with his visionary programmes
including 'Make in India, Startup India' and focus
of self reliance. A decade ago, India had four
unicorns, now there are 118," he said.

What will drive Stock
Markets this week? Experts’
comments

New Delhi.Stock markets are expected to be driven by
global trends and FPI trading activity this week after
the conclusion of the earnings season, analysts said.

Unabated foreign fund outflows, lower-than-expected
quarterly earnings and global trade war fears hit
market sentiments last week, where the benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty extended their downward
trend to the eighth day in a row on Friday. “With the
conclusion of the Q3 earnings season, now focus will
be on global developments amid a turbulent market
environment on account of Donald Trump’s trade
policies,” Siddhartha Khemka, Head — Research,
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Mcap of 8 of top-10 valued firms tumbles
Rs 2 trn; Reliance biggest laggard

Equity benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty extended their
downward trend to the eighth day
in a row on Friday. In the past
eight trading days, the BSE
benchmark has tumbled 2,644.6
pointsart of its efforts to expand
presence in the southern Indian

spice market
e

The combined market
valuation of eight of the 10 most valued
domestic firms eroded by Rs 2 trillion
last week, with Reliance Industries
taking the biggest hit in line with a
bearish trend in the broader stock
market.Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty extended their
downward trend to the eighth day in a

row on Friday. In the past eight trading
days, the BSE benchmark has tumbled
2,644.6 points or 3.36 per cent, and the
Nifty slumped 810 points or 3.41 per
cent.While Reliance Indstries, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS), HDFC
Bank, Infosys, State Bank of India,

Hindustan Unilever, Bajaj Finance and
ITC faced a combined erosion of Rs
2,03,952.65 crore in their valuation,
Bharti Airtel and ICICI Bank emerged
as the gainers.The market capitalisation
(mcap) of Reliance Industries tanked Rs
67,526.54 crore to Rs 16,46,822.12

crore. The valuation of TCS tumbled Rs
34,950.72 crore to Rs 14,22,903.37
crore. HDFC Bank's mcap eroded by Rs
28,382.23 crore to Rs 12,96,708.35
crore and that of ITC plunged Rs
25,429.75 crore to Rs 5,13,699.85
crore.The mcap of Infosys dropped Rs
19,287.32 crore to Rs 7,70,786.76 crore
and that of State Bank of India declined
Rs 13,431.55 crore to Rs 6,44,357.57
crore.The market valuation of
Hindustan Unilever diminished by Rs
10,714.14 crore to Rs 5,44,647 crore
and that of Bajaj Finance dipped Rs
4,230.4 crore to Rs 5,20,082.42
crore.However, the mcap of Bharti
Airtel jumped Rs 22,426.2 crore to Rs
9,78,631.54 crore and that of ICICI
Bank climbed Rs 1,182.57 crore to Rs
8,88,815.13 crore.In the top-10 chart,
Reliance Industries retained the title of
the most valued firm followed by TCS,
HDFC Bank, Bharti Airtel, ICICI Bank,
Infosys, State Bank of India, Hindustan
Unilever, Bajaj Finance and ITC.

What led to stampede at New Delhi
Railway Station which killed 18

New Delhi At least 18 people were
killed over a dozen injured in a
stampede that broke out late Saturday
night at the New Delhi Railway
Station. While the Railways has
constituted a high-level committee to
probe the incident, initial reports and

nor was there any change in
platform... The incident is being
investigated, so let the committee
submit their report and findings," he
added.

eyewitness accounts revealed what b __ s

led to the stampede. According to
Himanshu Shekhar Upadhyay, chief
public relations officer of Northern M
Railway, the incident happened on
platform 14 and 15. A crowd of
passengers was waiting there to
board trains for Maha Kumbh Mela
in Prayagraj. "When this tragic
incident took place yesterday, g
Magadh Express going towards Patna
was standing on platform number 14
of New Delhi Railway Station, and
Uttar Sampark Kranti going towards
Jammu was standing on platform
number 15. During this, a passenger
coming towards platforms 14-15
slipped and fell on the stairs, and
many passengers standing behind
him were hit, and this tragic incident
took place," Upadhyay said. "Thisis
being investigated by a high-level
committee. No train was cancelled,

udden surge in sale of tickets

In an official statement, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP)
Railway KPS Malhotra said platform
number 14 was already very crowded
when the Prayagraj Express train was
waiting there for its departure.

The officer said Swatantra Senani

Express and Bhubaneshwar Rajdhani
Express were delayed and the
passengers of these trains were also
present on platform numbers 12, 13
and 14. "As per CMI, every hour
1,500 general tickets were sold by

railways due to which the station got
overcrowded and became
uncontrollable. There was a stampede
at platform 14 and near escalator near
platform 16," the DCP said.

What did eyewitnesses say?

A porter (coolie) at the New Delhi
Railway Station, who has worked
there since 1981, said he had never
seen a crowd this big before.
"Prayagraj Special was supposed to
leave from platform number 12, but
it was shifted to platform number
16. When the crowd waiting at
platform 12 and the crowd waiting
outside tried to reach platform 16,
people started colliding and fell on

the escalator and stairs. Several
coolies gathered there to stop the
crowd," news agency ANI quoted him
as saying. "We took at least 15 bodies
and loaded them in an ambulance.
There were only shoes and clothes on
the platform. When the crowd waiting
at platform 12 and the crowd from
outside tried to reach platform 16,
people started colliding and fell on the
escalator and stairs. We called police,
fire tenders, and 3-4 ambulances
reached there, and .

BITs should be negotiated separately from FTAs, keep

nations’ interests in mind: FM Sitharaman

NEW DELHI. The Bilateral Investment

Treaty (BIT) should be handled
separately and negotiated standalone
from the Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs) by specialists with expertise in
elements of policymaking such as
taxation, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said on Saturday.
Sitharaman also underlined that before
taking up international arbitration,
enough time should be given to the
contesting parties to go through the
available local remedies because that is
important for the host country.Moving
forward, the framework of investment
treaties should capture national
interests in relation to regulatory
powers, strengthened guidance for
arbitrators in resolving disputes,
keeping in mind nations’ interests and

circumstances as well, she said.“Issues
related to the BIT are so unique to the
sovereign that we think BIT should be
negotiated standalone rather than make
it as a part of FTA agreement. We think
that BIT and its ramifications are so
important for the sovereignty of the
country, it is important for us to have a
standalone BIT, with specialists who
deal with taxation laws and elements of
policies which are inherent to policy
making to be handled separately with
due expertise,” the Minister said while
speaking at the inauguration of the PG
Certificate Course on International
Commercial & Investment Treaty
Arbitration in Delhi.Commenting on
the time period for local remedies,
Sitharaman said that it becomes a
contentious issue while negotiating the

BIT as some nations wouldn’t even
want to give more than six months.
“Thatis an issue on which BIT becomes
contentious where they wouldn’t even
want us to give more than six months,
sometimes one year, if they are kind, for
local remedies. Within one year, for an
Indian investor, or for an Indian
claimant, to seek the court here within
India and then say I have exhausted all
the available legal options, and [ have to
now go for an international arbitration,
is next to impossible. And even this
becomes an arguing, contesting, and
negotiating point when you are sitting
at the BIT table,” she said.She further
said that nations are becoming weary of
international arbitrations and are
moving away from the established
models of arbitration.

Trends, Flls trading
activity to drive mkt
trends this week: Analysts

New Delhi Stock markets are expected to be
driven by global trends and FPI trading activity
this week after the conclusion of the earnings
season, analysts said.Unabated foreign fund
outflows, lower-than-expected quarterly
earnings and global trade war fears hit market
sentiments last week, where the benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty extended their
downward trend to the eighth day in a row on
Friday."With the conclusion of the Q3 earnings
season, now focus will be on global
developments amid a turbulent market
environment on account of Donald Trump's
trade policies," Siddhartha Khemka, Head -
Research, Wealth Management, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd, said.

Moreover, the rupee-dollar trend and movement
of Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, will
also be tracked by investors."With the earnings
season behind us, market focus will shift to
trends in FII (Foreign Institutional Investors)

flows and currency movements for further cues.
Additionally, speculation regarding US tariffs
and their impact on global trade will remain a
key factor to watch," Ajit Mishra SVP,
Research, Religare Broking Ltd, said.The US
FOMC (Federal Open Market Committee)
meeting minutes will also be in focus this week.

Osho Krishan, Senior Analyst - Technical &
Derivatives, Angel One Ltd, said, "In the
absence of key domestic triggers, global
developments are more likely to provide
impetus in setting up our market tone."

In the last eight trading days, the BSE benchmark
tanked 2,644.6 points or 3.36 per cent, and the
NSE Nifty slumped 810 points or 3.41 per cent.

"Several factors cntributed to the market
downturn, with sentiment being particularly
rattled by US President Donald Trump's
announcement of reciprocal tariffs on US
trading partners. Additionally, weak Q3
corporate earnings and sustained FII outflows
further weighed on investor confidence,"
Puneet Singhania, Director at Master Trust
Group, said.

New India Cooperative Bank's Ex-GM arrested
for 'misappropriation’ of Rs 122 crore

The embezzled funds include Rs 112 crore,

will assist the administrator in carrying

lakh, is insured by the Deposit Insurance

Wealth Management, Motilal Oswal Financial = MUMBAL The Economic Offences Wing

out his duties.The RBI’s intervention

Services Ltd, said.Analyzing FPI/FII Flows and
Currency Movements trend and movement of Brent
crude, the global oil benchmark, will also be tracked
by investors.“With the earnings season behind us,
market focus will shift to trends in FII (Foreign
Institutional Investors) flows and currency
movements for further cues. Additionally,
speculation regarding US tariffs and their impact on
global trade will remain a key factor to watch,” Ajit
Mishra—SVP, Research, Religare Broking Ltd, said.

The US FOMC (Federal Open Market Committee)
meeting minutes will also be in focus this week.Osho
Krishan, Senior Analyst — Technical & Derivatives,
Angel One Ltd, said, “In the absence of key domestic
triggers, global developments are more likely to
provide impetus in setting up our market tone.” In the
last eight trading days, the BSE benchmark tanked
2,644.6 points or 3.36 per cent, and the NSE Nifty
slumped 810 points or 3.41 per cent.“Several factors
contributed to the market downturn, with sentiment
being particularly rattled by US President Donald
Trump’s announcement of reciprocal tariffs on US
trading partners. Additionally, weak Q3 corporate
earnings and sustained FII outflows further weighed
on investor confidence,” Puneet Singhania, Director
at Master Trust Group, said.

(EOW) of the Mumbai Police arrested
Hitesh Praveenchand Mehta, a former
General Manager and Head of Accounts at
the now-defunct New India Cooperative
Bank, late on Saturday evening.Mehta has
been accused of embezzling a staggering
Rs 122 crore from the bank’s treasury
between 2020 and 2025, spanning across
two key branches. Mehta will be
presented before a court on Sunday for
judicial custody.The arrest came after an
FIR was filed by the Dadar Police earlier
that day. The case was later transferred to
the EOW, which raided Mehta’s residence
and seized certain documents.Mehta was
taken into custody after being summoned
to record his statement before the EOW at
the Crawford Market office in south
Mumbai, in connection with the case
against him and others.

Based on a complaint filed by the bank’s

now-sacked CEQ, Devarshi Ghosh, a case
was registered at the Dadar Police
Station.The case was subsequently
transferred to the EOW for further
investigation. The EOW has discovered
that the misappropriation of funds began
soon after the onset of the pandemic.

which was kept in the safe at the
Prabhadevi branch, and Rs 10 crore from
the Goregaon branch.In his complaint,
Ghosh alleged that Mehta withdrew Rs
122 crore from the treasury of the Dadar
and Goregaon branches. Mehta was
responsible for overseeing these branches
during his tenure. The fraud allegedly
occurred between 2020 and 2025, as
Mehta was expected to retire in
2026.Mehta is being represented by
lawyer Chandrakant Ambani, who claims
that his client is being framed.On Friday,
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) sacked
the board of the cooperative bank and
placed it under an administrator for the
next year.The RBI also banned the bank
from lending and collecting deposits
while allowing depositors to withdraw
money for the next six months, effective
Thursday.As part of the action, the RBI
appointed Shreekant, a former Chief
General Manager at the State Bank of
India, as the administrator to manage the
bank's affairs.A two-member advisory
committee, consisting of Ravindra Sapra
(a former general manager at SBI) and
chartered accountant Abhijeet Deshmukh,

followed concerns about poor governance
practices observed at the bank. As of
March 2024, New India Cooperative

2

Bank had approximately 1,30,000
depositors with an outstanding balance of
Rs 2,436 crore.This was an increase from
Rs 2,406 crore the previous year, despite
the bank reporting losses for the past two
fiscal years. In FY24, its losses rose to Rs
33 crore, compared to Rs 22.8 crore in the
previous year. The bank’s advances
decreased to Rs 1,175 crore from Rs 1,330
crore during this period.Despite the six-
month withdrawal ban, the RBI assured
depositors that their money, up to Rs 5

and Credit Guarantee Corporation
(DICGC). As much as 90% of the bank’s
depositors are eligible for this guarantee,
as their deposits are under Rs 5 lakh.New
India Cooperative Bank operates 30
branches, with a deposit base of Rs 2,436
crore from around 1,30,000 customers as
of March 2024. The bank reported losses
of Rs 22.78 crore in 2023-24 and Rs
30.74 crore in 2022-23.This marks the
first major action against a cooperative
bank in Maharashtra since the collapse
of the Punjab and Maharashtra Co-
operative (PMC) Bank in September
2019 due to large-scale fraudulent
loans.Following that scam, the RBI
instructed an NBFC run by the Centrum
Group to take over PMC, which was later
renamed Unity Small Finance Bank.At
the time of its collapse, PMC had over Rs
11,600 crore in liabilities after it was
found that the bank had engaged in
fraudulent lending practices. Around 70%
of PMC’s Rs 8,380 crore loan book was
tied up with one real estate firm, HDIL,
which also went bankrupt.Despite the six-
month withdrawal ban, the RBI assured
depositors that their money.



New Delhi, Monday, 17 February 2025

SPORTS

THE SIKH TIMES (11)

NEWS BOX

WPL 2025: Niki
Prasad is here to stay
after fairytale debut

for Delhi Capitals

New Delhi. Delhi Capitals took a bold call in
their very first match of WPL 20235 against
the mighty Mumbai Indians, led by
Harmanpreet Kaur. The call to include Sarah
Bryce wasn’t surprising given the Scottish
wicketkeeper's past records, but the decision
to include a young Niki Prasad was a gamble
given that she hadn't played a lot in top level
cricket. But Niki didn’t let her team down. In
fact, she punched above her weight to show
why DC was right in picking her up in the
auction and showing faith in her 1o be a part
of the playing X1. With 34 runs needed off
five overs and the required rate threatening
to go out of reach, it needed Niki to pull off
something spectacular. The pressure was
right on her.

The call to include her over Nandini Kashyap,
who has had a scintillating run in domestic
cricket, could well have backfired. But Niki
stood tall for DC, showing lar more maturity
than expected from a teenager, The ever-so-
crucial 35-run knock off 33 balls fetched her
the Player of the Match award as she walked
to the presentation ceremony with her head
held high.

Niki Prasad is up and running

Batting at 16 off 20 with the required rate
climbing, she didn’t panic. Instead, she kept
milking the runs while Bryce took the attack
to Saika Ishaque o give DC some breather.
With 10 runs needed off the last over, the
match could have gone either way. With Niki
not having a specialist batter to guide her at
the other end, she would have felt the heat,
but she held her nerves to help DC beat the
2023 champions by two wickets at the
Kotambi Stadium in Vadodara.

Back in December 2024, Niki Prasad was just
another name in the Indian cricket fraternity.
Afier leading India U19 to victory in the
World Cup, Niki became someday and
received a hero’s welcome on her return to
India. She was also greeted with hugs when
she joined the DC camp, draped in the Indian
tri-colour and beaming with pride. After her
heroics against ML, she’s definitely become
more than somebody. Niki has shown that
she’s not here to make up the numbers;
rather, she's here to take the next big step in
her career. With DC chasing 165, the
dangerous Shafali Verma raced off to 43 off
18, giving her team the much-needed
platform.

But from being at 60/0 in 5.5 overs, the
Capitals lost four wickets in no time, finding
themselves in trouble at 76/4 in the ninth
over. From there on, Niki joined hands with
Alice Capsey and the rest of her partners to
make sure that the Capitals had the last
laugh,

Champions Trophy 2025:
Bumrah-less India aiming to
end 12-year ODI title drought

New Delhi.After hammering the old kings of
white-ball cricket (England) in their home,
[ndia will have their task cut out as they
begin their campaign in the 1CC Champions
Trophy 2025 against Bangladesh on
February 20. The Rohit Sharma-led side will
enter another ICC event as favourites, as
they aim to end their 12-year drought for an
ODI title. The Indian team has been on a
roller-coaster ride since October 2023 as
they had arguably their best ODI World Cup
which culminated in a heart-wrenching
defeat in the final. The Men in Blue also
finally ended | | -year drought of an ICC title
by winning the T20 World Cup 2024 but lost
their first ODI series against Sri Lanka since
1997 just over a month later. Things further
went downhill for the Rohit Sharma-led side
as New Zealand inflicted on them, their first-
ever -3 whitewash in a Test senes on home
soil. The Asian Giants also failed to
complete a hat-irick of Test series wins,
down under losing 1-3 against Australia and
failed to qualify for the final of the World
Test Championship {WTC) for the first time.

Just when Indian cricket looked in tatters,
Rohit Sharma and his men have made a big
statement just ahead of the Champions
Trophy by whitewashing England. India's
thumping win 15 a big warning to their
opponents that 'they can count them out at
their own peril' as the Men in Blue seem
determined to hunt for an ODI crown. A lot
has changed in the Indian cricket setup since
the last ICC event, as Gautam Gambhir was
handed over the responsibility to be the head
coach of the side after Rahul Dravid's
contract came to an end.

Known for his never-say-die attitude and
unflinching fighting spirit, Gambhir's
tenure as head coach has been far from what
was expected of him when he took over the
reins. With his decisions being widely
questioned after India’s recent Test debacle,
the Champions Trophy also presents an
opportunity for Gambhir to prove a point
that he's indeed the right man to coach the
[ndian team.

India’s squad for 1CC Champions Trophy
2025

Rohit Sharma (Captain), Shubman Gill (Vice-
captain), Virat Kohli, Shreyas Iyer, KL
Rahul (WK). Rishabh Pant (WK). Hardik
Pandva, Axar Patel, Washington Sundar,
Kuldeep Yadav, Harshit Rana, Mohd.
Shami, Arshdeep Singh, Ravindra Jadeja,
Varun Chakaravarthy.

Why Champions Trophy 2025 could
be the end of England's Bazball

«England have been living with the
Bozball mantra for a few years
now, but the results have stopped
to come for the side in white-ball
cricket. Will a lack of consistency,
poor form and results lead to end
of the approach after the

Chompions Trophy?

New Delhi.When Bazball came into Test
cricket, it was like a breath of fresh air.
Mo one realised the impact it would have
on the game and how England would
turn out under Brendon MeCullum as the
Test team coach. There were some
thrilling performances as England
decided that they only want to win Tests
and not go for draws. They were ready to
die by the sword, if necessary, but
decided to stick to their manira.This
prompted the England and Wales Cricket
Board to hand McCullum the keys to the

white-ball teams as well. England's
teams in the shortest formats of the game
were in a tough situation as they had a
disastrous ODI World Cup. The team
finished 7th and sneaked in to seal
Champions Trophy
qualification. The T20 World
Cup 2024 was a bit better, but it
wasn't enough in the end as
England failed to defend
another World title,

This meant Matthew Mott was let
go, and the reins were handed to
MecCullum. But the start to his
tenure has been disastrous. A 1-
4 loss in T20Is and a 0-3
whitewash to India sees the
2019 ODI World Cup
champions head into the
Champions Trophy in the worst form
possible.

This has prompted pundits to lash out at
the players, with some calling out their
spirit to play for the national side.
Slowly, but surely, the questions are
raised about England's aggressive
approach. Steve Harmison, while talking

to talkSPORT, suggested that the team
isn't batting smartly and the Bazball
approach may not be working out in
Tests and ODIs after repeated
failures.*The Brendon McCullum

mantra is all about being positive and
aggressive, but at some point, the plavers
need to realise that Brendon MeCullum
isn’t batting for them,” Harmison said on
talkSPORT.

“We keep making the same mistakes,”
Harmison added. "This isn't about
personnel; it’s about decision-making,
You're not playing against tinpot

First Viswanathan Anand, now Botez sisters
take D Gukesh 'hostage’ in funny post

New Delhi. Popular Canadian chess players
and online streaming duo, Alexandra and
Andrea Botez, once again caught the
attention of fans with their signature
humour, The sisters shared a
picture with Indian world
champion D Gukesh on their
social media handle, jokingly
suggesting that his expression
resembled that of someone taken |
"hostage™ by them. The
lighthearted post quickly became
a talking point among chess
enthusiasts, who joined in on the
fun with witty commenis.The
meeting between the Botez sisters
and Gukesh took place in
Hamburg, Germany, where the
yvoung Indian Grandmaster was
competing in the Freestyle Chess
Grand Slam. Their playful caption was
reminiscent of a previous post featuring
another Indian chess legend, Viswanathan
Anand, in a similarly staged "hostage”
situation. That earlier post had gone viral,

Omar Marmoush's hat-trick doesn't surprise
Manchester City hoss Pep Guardiola

New Delhi. Manchester City boss Pep
Guardiola said he wasn't surprised by Omar
Marmoush's hat-trick  against Newcastle
United in the Premier League on
Saturday, February 15 and believed it
was only a matter of time before the
Egyptian forward hit the ground
running for his new team. Marmoush
made the big-money move from
Eintracht Frank furt during the January
transfer window.

After a subtle start to his City career, the
Egyptian forward burst into life during
the game against Newcastle as he
scored a l4-minute hat-trick in the
first half to help City win the match 4-
0. Speaking to the reporters after the
game, as quoted by Reuters, Guardiola said
he had the confidence that Marmoush would
show his talent on the field. The City boss
also said he hopes Marmoush will handle the
compliments coming his way after the
performance on Saturday.

"We knew it," said Guardiola."So in Germany,
in Frankfurt, he makes a good number.

making this latest picture with Gukesh an
instant hit amongst fans.

idols, has frequently been seen with the five-
time world champion, making the
comparison between the two posts even
more amusing. The post was flooded with
reactions, with some fans jokingly asking if

Gukesh needed to be "rescued" from the
Botez sisters.

Gukesh, who considers Anand one of his A Tough Run for Gukesh

While the post brought some
lighthearted fun, Gukesh’s
recent performances on the
chessboard have been
challenging. The Indian
Grandmaster finished eighth in
the Freestyle Chess Grand
Slam, failing to secure a single
win. His tournament campaign
ended with a loss to Iranian-
French Grandmaster Alireza
Firouzja in the seventh-place
playoff.Prior to the event in
Hamburg, Gukesh also faced a
setback at the Tata Steel Masters
in the Metherlands, where he
was defeated by fellow Indian

Grandmaster B Praggnanandhaa. Despite

the recent struggles, Gukesh remains one of

the brightest young talents in chess, and fans
are eager 1o see him bounce back in future
competitions.

bowlers now. These are some of the best
in the world, and you can’t just run down
the pitch and hope for the best."

“We're not batting smart enough," he

continued. "Some of these dismissals
today were just reckless. You've got
to earn the right to play
expansively."So what's the issue
with Bazball at the moment and why
could the whole thing collapse in
Pakistan?
Poor form of senior stars
/ Jos Buttler and Joe Root are 2 of the
stars in this England squad. Both are
game changers on their day and now
have a senior role to play in this side.
However, the form of both men is a
major concern heading into the
Champions Trophy.Since the ODI
World Cup, Buttler has played 6 matches
and has scored 153 runs, while Root's
comeback to the format in India saw him
et just 112 runs. This is not what
England would want heading into a
major ICC event as the seniors are
expected to be the ones to lead the
Bazball approach from the front foot.

Harmanpreet Singh not 'too

disappointed’ with Spain loss,

eyes finishing improvement

New Delhi.India captain Harmanpreet Singh is

looking 1o remain positive despite their loss Lo
Spain in the FIH Pro League on Saturday,
February 15. India lost to Spain 1-3 in the
match at the Kalinga Hockey Stadium in
Bhubaneswar, Qdisha on Saturday, despite
taking the lead in the 25th minute through
Sukhjeet Singh.

However, Spain responded with goals from

Borja Lacalle, Ignacio Cobos, and Bruno
Avilato seal the win in the end. Speaking afier
the match to PTI, Harmanpreet said that his
side started the match well and kept good
pressure on their opponenis. The Indian
captain said that they would try to convert
their chances in the upcoming matches.

"We started pretty well, we kept good pressure

and got many opporiunities as well, but |
won't be too disappointed as it was our first
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match after a long time, We will try to convenrt
our chances in the upeoming games,” said
Harmanpreet.

'"Meed to work more on finishing®

If one thing India needs to work on, it is their

Against Orient (City's 2-1 FA Cup win last  adapts quickly,” said Guardiola. finishing. During the match, India had only 5

Saturday), had three clear chances, could not  "When (the team doesn't) play good, you need

score. S50 we knew sooner or later, the

dynamic in the group was good, and the
performance was good, he could show what
he is.""Hopefully he can handle the
compliments."When asked how Marmoush
was able to score a hat-trick, Guardiola said

time. It's a guy who likes 1o attack space to
help 1o create. But when we play in the
way we played today, everyone is
better.”

Guardiola on Haaland injury

There was a slight concern for the City
fans when Erling Haaland went down
holding his knee late in the game.
However, Guardiola brushed  aside
fears of a long-term issue saying thal
Haaland got up and was smiling. The
City boss said he hasn't had a word with
his striker or the doctors yet and is
hoping for some good news."When he
was down everyone was scared, but he

got up and he walked smiling like always,"”

Cuardiola said. "I didn't speak with him. |

didn’t speak with the doctors. But if the

doctors didn't come with bad news,

hopefully he'll be fine.”

that when the team plays well, everyone is  City will now get ready for the second leg of

able to get into form."Listen, it's simple, the
answer. When you play good, everyone

their UEFA Champions League Round of 16
playofftie against Real Madrid,

circle penetrations and earned 5 penalty
corners. However, they were unable to
convert any of their chances, while Spain
were able to score from 2 out of their 8 PCs,
Harmanpreet stressed afler the match that
finishing is something that needs to be
improved in the coming games."We need to
work more on our finishing part," said
Harmanpreet. This was the Indian team's first
inlernational outing since their Tesi series
against Germany at home in October 2024,
After the 2 matches against the World
Champions, the Indian players were part of
the Hockey India League 2024-25 season.

Harmanpreet said that the game against Spain

was a good leaming experience for his side
and they will take positives from the loss into
the next pame.

"This is a good learning experience, and we'll

take the positives from this game," said
Harmanpreet.India will be hoping for a quick
turnaround as they will be playing Spain once
again on Sunday, February 16,

India eye historic Champions Trophy record
with wins over Pakistan, Bangladesh

MNew DelhiIndia are on the brink of a historic

milestone as they head into the highly
anticipated Champions Trophy under the
leadership of Rohit Sharma. Just two
victories away from extending their existing
record, India have the opportunity to further
establish themselves as the most successful

team in the tournament’s history in lerms of

wins.The Men in Blue will kick off their
campaign against Bangladesh on February
20 at the Dubai International Stadium,
followed by a high-stakes clash against co-
hosts and arch-rivals Pakistan on February 22
at the same venue. With 18 wins already
under their belt, securing two more would
take India to an unprecedented 20 victories in
Champions Trophy history—an achievement
unmatched by any other team.

India Lead the All-Time Champions Trophy

Wins Chart

India, a two-time winner of the prestigious

tournament, currently lead the list of teams
with the most wins. Tralling them are
England and Sri Lanka, each with 14
wins—though Sri Lanka, with 27
matches played, have a lower
success rate. Both teams are far
behind India’s dominant record. The
West Indies, another former
Champions Trophy winner, hold
fourth place with 13 victories but
have not qualified for this edition of
the tournament.Meanwhile,
Australia, the reigning ODI World
Cup champions, surprisingly stand
only fifth with 12 wins to their
name. Pakistan, despite co-hosting
the competition, sit in eighth place
with just || wins in 23 matches.

India’s red-hot form ahead of
Champions Trophy

India enter the tournament with renewed

confidence after whitewashing England in
the recently concluded ODI series. Just when

critics doubted the team’s ODI credentials,
Rohit Sharma and his squad made a
resounding  statement, reaffirming  their

strength ahead of the Champions Trophy.

Their emphatic performances serve as a
warning te competitors that
dismissing them would be a mistake,
as they remain determined to reclaim
an ODI crown that has eluded them
for 12 years.

Bumrah’s absence a major concern
for India

However, India will have to navigate
the tournament without their pace
spearhead, Jasprit Bumrah, who has
been ruled out due 1o a lower back
injury. Bumrah's recent heroics,
particularly his instrumental role in
India's T20 World Cup triumph,
carned him the Player of the
Tournament award. His absence will
be a significant challenge, but India

remain resolute in their quest for Champions

Trophy glory.
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Suresh 4

Slays In White Gown In Dreamy 7
Chﬁs?““}fddiﬂg With Antony Thattil &, *

-

Lowe is i the air and Beenby Suresh is basking in all is glory? The
potress had teed the knot with businessman Aniomy Thattil inoa
liry Eilll.!{-|'|rl'-“.lﬂl'l'l.l.L'|:||.|Ill$ im December 12, Todoy, the netress took
e her official Instagram aceount 1o share some unacen piciunes from
ber Christian wedding, and the imtemnet can’t get enough of her
breathtaking bridal look Dressed in a pristise whine goan, Keerthy
looked every bit the glowing bride. With sofi curls framing her face
and a dehicate vell, she was a trise viswon of gmce amd I.'h.'.l.lll].'.
Arntony. on the other hand,. looked dapper as ever in his classie
wedding sut, We are olso swoonimg over the dreamy decor,

Keerthy Susesh ted the knot with her long-time boviriend Antomy
Thattil in two dreamy wedding ceremonies on December 12,
2024, They first exchanged vows as per Tamil Brahmin tmdinens
and then sealed thieir union with a Christian wedding. Sinee then,
the actress has been shanng glimpses from her fun-filled wedding

b s,

Anteny Thattil, a Dubai-hased businessman, hails from Kochi
and 15 known for owning & cham af luxury resoris m his
hometown, He also has business venturnes in Cheanai, Keernly
Surehs hometown, with 4|4,:.1||p|.: nl'.,'uni]'l-:uli.,'-. r.,'gi shered there
Unlike his actress-wife, Antony prefers 1o stay away from the
limelight and maimtains a low-key presence, rarely making public
appearances with Keeriby.

Keerhy Suresh and Antony Thattil®s love story goes way back—15
wenrs, bo b exnct! The couple first met as teenagers and have been
regether ever ginee, Their romance reportedly began around 2008000, when ]
Keerthy was still in school and Anfony was absat 1o start his und:rgruduah:ﬂ"x
sbuclees, |}¢'\1_|'I'I|ll,! thizer ||1||.# n,:l:ll:l-.ln-.lilp, thie dusr has k.,:rll llning.'\. [riy uh:.'lu'.'ml:lin‘ the

beautiful couple a lifctime of happiness and bove!

Bhari 5ingh has come out 1 support of Samay
£ Raina amid the controversy surmmounding
Ranveer Allahbadin’s comment on Isdin’s

Gt Latent. Reeently, Bhami was
-:.11:|.|,'|p4.:|1 h-;n.' the p.ipumui i Sumbae

when she shared ber views on the
ongoing rew ond stated that Samay 15
a good guy who is loved by many.
Inkere -:I:ini_.';ly. Bharis nlso .1.ﬁ1-..=.1.n:}d
on Samay®s kit show previomsly

with her hushand. Haarsh

Limbachivas “Woh show hi

aksa hai, but zarcon nahi ki aap

shvw mem jaake wali bolo jo
show ki regquirerment hai. Aapii
marzi—bolo ya na bolo
Samay thodi kehta hai, ©Arew,
mialh kholo, bale!® Samay
bohot accha ladke hai our
talented bhi hal. (fem=2X ko
pasand hai woh, Khsd jaoge ioh
uske fan b jeoge. Iina accha hai,”
Bhami said, a3 quobed by Indian Express.
Agar uski language jo use karta has woh
punsnri] reali hevis toh millions hai aor husm
i ho, o Somay Boima Ingote ho swr
dekhie hain® the comedian added.
] _I'url.i Singh is not the first celebrity who
tBas come oul in suppon of Samay
Runa. Freviously, Poonam Fandey
also asked evervone o Forgive
Bonveer Allshbodia, "Been n:.mlinl;
& 0 mueh abowul
(2 BeerBicepstuy. Bas Karo yaar,

r
_".f

Singh

Backs Samay Raina After Ranveer Allahbadia's
Controversial Comment: "Woh Show Hi Aisa Hai'

Cialn ho Ciaye Usse, . Bacche K Jaon Logpe™ Maal
kardo vaar,” she wrote on ber X handle. Before this,
Rakhi Sawant also took to her socml medin handle
and shared that even though Ranveer was wiong, o
shmibd T :li.lrgi\-..'n ‘Fnrll_i'u.'-,: e WHAT s :r!».il'rn.
happen, sometimes fongive him.

1 Enovw b ded wrong, but forgive him,” she wrote. For
the unversed, Sansay Raina and Banveer Allahbadia
have boen fming immienise hacklnsh over ihe latter’s
recenl commmenis on India®s Got Lavent. Allakbadia,

alse known as BeerBiceps. during a recent episode
af the show, allegedly asked a contestant an
iapproprioie question imvolving bady pans and
proposed an indecent ncl inexchange for Bs 2 cromne
The outrage peaked when he posed a controversial
gueshion: “Would vou watch your panenis have sex
every day for the rest of vour life or jein once b stop
it fowever! The comment left many shacked and
disappointed. In noe time, the vidiee wom viral on
siacial media with many, i|1-,'l||-:|.i|'.y_ Ih.lli‘li-\','iJll'ﬁ and
film personalities, condemning Allahbadia’s
commient
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" Raha Arrives With Dadi Neetu Kapoor
- For Randhir Kapoor’s Birthday, Aadar
Jain’s Wife-To-Be Alekha Advani Joins

Bhal
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Randbnr Kapoor 15 ccbebrating has 7Eth irthday

today, and carlice, his daughter Kareens Kapoor
Khon was seen armiving for the celebration. Apart
froom Bebo, her besties Malmka Arorm angd Amnla
Arora also joined the celebrations, and were clicked
by the poparazzi. While Alia Bhatt and Ranbir
kapoor havent armved so far, the s ﬁ]hltllcll Lhee
couple’s daughicr Raha Kapoor arnving for the
bash with her "dadi” Meetu Kapoor. Videos shared
h'rr the paparazz show Mectu H.:r\-nnr stepping out
af the car, while Raha Kapoors is seen inihe arms of
her nanmy. The little one looks too adorable in a
beaunful white frock, with her hair tied back m a
half ponytail. She donned tny white sneakers, and
was soen looking curiously ai ihe paparazzi.
Meanwhile, Nectu kapoor followed behind, ond
looked stunming i a while tee layered with a beige

blazer and d-:ni;:j-.'am. Check oud the video be low!

Also spotted amving at the bash was Aador Jaim's

wilie-lo=be Abekhan Adhvans, She wore a white
colllared sleeveless wog with ripped denim jeans, and
wos seen carrying a few gifis. Malaika donned a
black blacer with Techsaa pmk pants, while kansma
donmed a whiteoversized shin with baggy denims.

Earlier today, Kareena Kapeor Khan was also clicked

by the papamzzl. While she h.'lpq':-ll:.' p-mi-l:-d for the
E.I.H.'l'llll'hl shie warmod the |'l'||l.l[|:l|_.',_|'.||'||h'|h pial 10 elick
her children Taimur or Jeh's photos. She said,
“Mera photos leke aap log please chale jaso.
Bachehon ka bola tha_ . You can take my pictisies
and beave please. 1 had told you shout ihe kids'
photos... )" The papamzz agreed, and smd that
they will mod click the kids® photos. Post that,
Kareena smiled amd posed for photos. Before
leaving, the actress once agnin remanded the
photog raphers abouwt protecting ber kids® privacy,

||.1||ir||_: from the illustnious H.H.J"".H.II" f.JII'l'r|'_'.', Ranchir

Kapoor is the son of legendary actor-filmmaker Raj
kapoar, gramdson of the plongenmg Prthvirg
Kapoor and the elder beother of the late Rishi
Kapoar,

To Darling Princess’

Samisha, A Birthday Love

Shilpa Shety and Raj Kondra welcomed their

daughter Samisha m February 2020, The doling
parenis often share glimpses of their little one on
social media amnd are frequently spotsed with her in the
city. Recently, they celchrated Samisha’s hinhday, To
mark the occasion, Shalpa posted a ouchmg video
compilation, capturing precious moments of Samisha
fromm her toddler years 10 now,

The video caplurnes a '|||.'.'|r|'|.l..|.r|||:|||.|;_ brmrsation Iroan &

toddidler Samisha running imto her mother™s arms o
her now-grown-up seli, cherishing momenis with her
family, In the caption, Shilpa expressed her love,
writing, “My darling pringess Sapushe. You bring us
somiwch jov! Thank you for choosing me—I| feel so
blessed 10 be your mommy in this lifetime. Happy
hirthelay amcd a kigh fve o the coolest, smartes),
kindest, and funniest S-vear-obd | know! Stay happy,
e ssed. and healthy always. Love you, my jaan!™

Shilpa shetty shares a '\-In.ln|t band with ber dauglvier,

Samisha, Somme time back, the nefress |'H'n|:|.'|.| -l

il

heartwanmimg video of them practising yogn logether.
Theclip begins with Shilpa balancing on one leg with
fiodded |:|r||i\. safcling her linke one through the asana
Samisha ¢ I'Fm tlessly follows her mother's
instroc tions, eaming 2 big round of applause. The duo
ihem moves of o perfonming Suryo Namaskar,

Un BMational Danghter's Day, Shilpa Shetty shared a

hear e (TS T for her n;lm,ult'lﬂur, Samishn. The
aciress posied a tosching video ol Samisha sketching.,
where the lile one Jﬁuuubh' wrote, “1 love you,
Som,” In the chip, Shilpa play fully asks, “Who 15 the
best girl™™ o which Samisha confidently gestures o
herselll Alongside the video, Shilpa penmed o sweel
caption, “Happy Daughiens Day, my baby, moy darling
Samucha, thank you Tor chopsimg me.” Shilpa and her
hushand, Raj Kundr. also share o son, Yiaan, who
wias borm im 200 2.

|I'-.a Shetly was lnst sgen m Radul Shelly™s action
thriller semes Indian Poliwe Force, where she
porirayed the role of Tara Shetiy alongside Sidharh
Malhotra and Vivek Obenod. Up mext, she 15 sel o
appear in the Kannada film KLY - The Devil, staming
Dhnava Sarja and Sanjay Dutl



