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Shiv Sena (UBT)'s rare praise for
Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis

Sanjay Kumar
Mumbai, Jan 03: The Shiv Sena (UBT)
said CM visited Gadchiroli, the farthest dis-
trict of the state in Vidarbha on New Year's
Eve and “started a chapter of develop-

ment". Uddhav ackeray—led Shiv Sena

(UBT) in a rare instance praised
Maharashtra chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Friday for his efforts to turn
Naxal-hit Gadchiroli district into a steel city.
Maharashtra chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis met Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray during the Winter ses-
sion of the State Assembly, at Vidhan
Bhavan in Nagpur on December 17.
According to a PTI report, the party
referred to Fadnavis as ‘Deva Bhau’, adding

Shocking Predictions! For more details &

that the CM visited Gadchiroli, the farthest
district of the state in Vidarbha on New
Year's Eve and “started a chapter of devel-
opment". 2025 Unveiled: Baba Vanga's

latest news, read on There
Mabharashtra chief minister Devendra
" Fadnavis was present during the sur-
render, expressed confidence that
Naxalism would soon be eradicated
=—from the state. “This area of

" Gadchiroli, where we are standing,
. did not even have a road, and the
. Maoists had complete dominance
here. Today, ending that dominance,
‘we have built two big posts and con-
structed a road and bridge connect-
I ing directly to Chhattisgarh,” the CM
~ said. Fadnavis unveiled the 32-km-
long Gatta-Gardewada-Wangeturi road and
bus services of the Maharashtra State Road
Transport Corporation (MSRTC) on the
Wangeturi-Gardewada-Gatta-Aheri route in
the district. In its editorial, the Shiv Sena
(UBT) said it appeared that Fadnavis would
do something new in the district and bring
a positive change in the lives of tribals
there. It further said to fulfil the assurance
of beginning a new chapter of development
in the district, Fadnavis has to translate the
roadmap into reality.

ST Correspondent

PM Modi inaugurates several
development projects in Delhi

New Delhi, 3: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on

Chhota Rajan's henchman

arrested by Mumbai Police

Mumbai, Jan 03: The henchman of infa-
mous gangster Chhota Rajan, wanted for
murder, kidnapping, and illegal possession of

Arvind Kejriwal hits back
at PM Modi's ‘aapda’ remark

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Jan 03: The former Delhi chief

minister said that for 39 minutes in his 43-
minute speech, the PM "abused Delhi peo-
ple and govt elected by them with massive
mandate". A little after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's ‘aapda’ (crisis) jibe at the
AAP-led Delhi government, party chief
Arvind Kejriwal responded to his remarks,
saying that the Bharatiya Janata Party is an
"enemy of poor". The former Delhi chief
minister said that for 39 minutes in his 43-
minute speech, the PM "abused Delhi peo-
ple and govt elected by them with massive
mandate". 2025 Unveiled: Baba Vanga's
Shocking Predictions! For more details &
latest news, read on here Kejriwal said that
the Aam Aadmi Party did several things in
the last 10 years, whereas the BJP-led cen-
tral government "did not do anything that
PM Modi could mention in his speech".
The prime minister, in his speech at Ashok
Vihar's Ramlila Ground on Friday, had taken a
jibe at AAP and said the national capital has
been surrounded by a "disaster" in the last 10
years. Taking a veiled jibe at Kejriwal, the PM

pointed at how he built more than 4 crore
houses for the poor and never built one for

himself. "Mai bhi koi sheeshmahal bana sakta

tha (I could also have built a palace for
myself)," he said. Meanwhile, the AAP chief
hit back at the prime minister's speech and
described the saffron party has the "enemy of
poor", saying that they "rendered over 2 lakh
people homeless by demolishing slums in

Delhi". Referring to PM Modi's remark on an
'aapda' (disaster) being there in Delhi,
Kejriwal said, "BJP is faced with 'aapda' as it
has no CM face, narrative, issue for
Delhi polls". The prime minister and
former chief minister's war of words
comes ahead of the elections for the
70-member state assembly. Further,
Kejriwal reacted to the PM's
"sheeshmahal" jibe at him and said he
does not engage himself in personal
attacks. Earlier in the day, while speak-
ing at an event in Ashok Vihar, the
prime minister said that this AAP,
'aapda', has come upon Delhi. "Hence,
the people of Delhi has waged a war
against 'aapda'. Voters of Delhi have
made up their minds to free Delhi
from this 'aapda'." He said that the
AAP administration first indulges in
corruption and then glorifies it. “First
the theft and then the arrogance...this AAP
has come to Delhi," the PM added. Appealing
to the voters in the capital, PM Modi had said
that this ‘aapda’ (referring to AAP) has to be
removed and a BJP government has to be
brought in.

BPSC exam row: MP Pappu Yadav's
supporters stage rail blockade in Patna

Friday inaugurated several development projects, includ-
ing 1,675 flats for residents of JJ clusters and the World
Trade Centre, in Delhi. Modi handed over the keys to eli-
gible beneficiaries of EWS flats at Swabhiman Apartments
in the Ashok Vihar area. For every Rs 25 lakh spent on con-
struction of a flat by the central government, the eligible
beneficiaries pay less than seven per cent of the total
amount, comprising Rs 1.42 lakh as a nominal contribution
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and Rs 30 000 for ﬁve years of maintenance. The develop
ment push from the BJP-led central government comes
ahead of assembly polls in Delhi, expected in February.
Modi also inaugurated two urban redevelopment projects -
- the World Trade Centre at Nauroji Nagar and the General
Pool Residential Accommodation (GPRA) Type-II quarters
at Sarojini Nagar. The government said the World Trade
Centre transformed the area by replacing more than 600
dilapidated quarters with state-ofthe-art commercial tow-
ers, offering around 34 lakh square feet of premium com-
mercial space with advanced amenities.

Allahabad HC stays arrest of SP MP
Barq in Sambhal mosque violence case

Lucknow, Jan 03: The Allahabad High Court on
Friday stayed the arrest of Samajwadi Party MP Ziaur
Rahman Barq in connection with violence in Uttar
Pradesh's Sambhal district during a survey of a Mughal-
era mosque. However, the court refused to quash the
FIR against him. The arrest of Samajwadi Party MP
Ziaur Rahman Barq in relation to unrest in Uttar
Pradesh's Sambhal district during an inspection of a
mosque from the Mughal era was delayed by the
Allahabad High Court on Friday(PTI/representative)
The arrest of Samajwadi Party MP Ziaur Rahman Barq
in relation to unrest in Uttar Pradesh's Sambhal district
during an inspection of a mosque from the Mughal era
was delayed by the Allahabad High Court on In the FIR
lodged at the Sambhal police station, Barq has been
named for alleged provocation for violence during the
court-ordered survey of the Shahi Jama Masjid mosque
that left four people dead.

weapons, has been arrested by the Mumbai
Police, officials said. The Mumbai Police
have detained the goon of notorious criminal
Chhota Rajan [in pic], who was sought for
murder, abduction, and unlawful gun posses-
sion. The accused had been on the run for
the last 32 years. According to the police, the
arrested accused who has been absconding
for decades has been identified as Raju
Vikanya alias Vilas Balram Pawar. Pawar was
arrested after Mumbai Police received infor-
mation about his whereabouts. The police
said that he was spotted in the Chembur area
of Mumbai on Thursday. As soon as the
police received the information, they went to
Chembur and arrested him. Many cases of
murder, ransom kidnapping, and illegal pos-
session of weapons are registered against the
accused in different police stations in
Mumbai. He was to be presented in a ses-
sions court in the metropolitan. In 2023, a
special Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
court acquitted Rajan of orchestrating the
high-profile murder of renowned Mumbai
trade union leader Dr Datta Samant, who was

Navdeep Singh Sahni

Patna, Jan. 3: Supporters of 1ndepend
ent MP Rajesh Ranjan alias .
Pappu Yadav on Friday held a
rail blockade at a station here [
to press their demand for can-
cellation of the recent Bihar
PSC exam, police said. They
gathered at the Sachiwalay
Halt Railway Station and squat-
ted on the tracks for a brief
period, which caused a delay in
the movement of trains, an offi-
cial said. "Protesters stopped
the Buxar-Fatuha passenger
train at Sachivalaya Halt
Station around 9 am on Friday.
The train was stopped for 20
minutes and after that, it left
the station,” FEast Central
Railway chief public relation officer
Sarswati Chandra told. Jan Suraaj founder
Prashant Kishor has been on fast unto
death since Thursday to press the
demand for the cancellation of the 70th

Modi govt should be asked hard questions
on Christian minorities: Derek O'Brien

Naresh Malhotra

Kolkata, Jan. 3: TMC leader Derek
O'Brien on Friday said the Narendra Modi

government must be asked "hard ques-
tions" about the Christian community,
including why the FCRA had been
"weaponised" and the people of Manipur
"ignored". He also sought to corner the
church on the issue, days after Prime
Minister Modi attended a Christmas cele-
bration hosted by the Catholic Bishops'
Conference of India (CBCI) in Delhi. In a
blogpost on Friday, O'Brien said voices
were coming up from the Christian com-
munity that should be raised to the Union
government. "These are the hard ques-
tions that must be asked of the prime min-
ister of India, Narendra Modi. Many
Christmases have gone by, now answers
have to be demanded," said the Trinamool

Congress' (TMC) leader in the Rajya Sabha.
"Why did you attempt to turn Christmas Day
into 'Good Governance Day'? Why are you
Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA) to specifically target

weaponising the

shot dead in 1997.

Combined Competitive Examination
(CCE) conducted by the Bihar Public
Servrce Commission

December 13. Kishor's protest site was
barely a couple of kilometres from
Gardani Bagh where civil service aspi-
rants have been holding a round-the-clock
sit-in for nearly two weeks. The adminis-
tration said the fast unto death at Gandhi

(BPSC) on

Maidan is "illegal as it is not the designat-
ed site for holding protests", an official
said. The district police on Thursday reg-
istered an FIR against Kishor and
| others for the demonstration at
the restricted site. "My primary
demand, of course, is the cancel-
lation of the exam held on
December 13 and conducting a
fresh test. I have also heard of
allegations that posts to be filled
by the exam were virtually put on
sale. Such corrupt officials must
be identified and brought to jus-
tice," Kishor said on Thursday,
who was accompanied by many
supporters. The CPI(ML)
Liberation also announced that
its students' wing AISA, along
X with like-minded orgamsatlons
Would stage a demonstration in front of
the CM's residence during the day "to
compel Nitish Kumar to break his
silence" on the issue. Notably, more than
five lakh candidates had appeared for the
December 13 exam.

Right to property a constitutional right: Supreme Court

Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Jan. 3: The Supreme Court
has said that the right to property is a con-
stitutional right and an individual cannot
be deprived of his property without him
being paid adequate compensation in
accordance with the law. A bench of jus-
tices B R Gavai and K V Viswanathan
said the right to property ceased to be a
fundamental right due to the
Constitution (Forty-Fourth
Amendment) Act, 1978, however, it con-

tinues to be a human right in a welfare -

state and a constitutional right under
Article 300-A of the Constitution.
Article 300-A of the Constitution pro-
vides that no person shall be deprived
of his property, save by authority of law.
The apex court delivered its verdict on

FY. .
Thursday on an appeal challenging a

November 2022 judgement of the
Karnataka High Court in a matter pertain-
ing to land acquisition for the Bengaluru-
Mysuru Infrastructure Corridor Project

(BMICP). "As discussed hereinabove,
though the right to property is no more a
fundamental right, in view of the provi-
sions of Article 300-A of the Constitution
of India, it is a constitutional right," the
bench said. "A person cannot be deprived

of his property Wlthout him bemg paid
adequate compensation in accordance
with law for the same," it said in its verdict
on the compensation related to the infra-
structure corridor project. The bench

noted that in January 2003, a preliminary
notification was issued by the Karnataka
Industrial Areas Development Board
(KIADB) for acquiring lands for the proj-
ect and in November 2005, the possession
of land of the appellants was taken over.
The top court said the land own-
ers, who were appellants before
it, were required to knock at the
doors of the courts on a number
of occasions during the last 22
years and they have been
deprived of their property with-
~out any compensation for the
same. It noted there was no delay
which could be attributed to the
“4 appellants in not getting compen-
@ sation, but it was on account of
% the "lethargic attitude" of the offi-
= cers of the State/KIADB that the
appellants were deprived of compensa-
tion. The bench said that only after
notices were issued in contempt proceed-
ings, the compensation was determined
by the Special Land Acquisition Officer

(SLAO) on April 22, 2019, taking guideline
values prevailing in 2011 for determining
the market value of the acquired land. It
said if the compensation to be awarded at
the market value as of 2003 was permit-
ted, it would amount to permitting a trav-
esty of justice and making the constitu-
tional provisions under Article 300-A a
mockery. It was a fit case for the apex
court to exercise its powers under Article
142 of the Constitution and direct the
shifting of the date for determination of
the market value of the land of the appel-
lants. "We, therefore, in exercise of power
of this court under Article 142 of the
Constitution of India, find it appropriate in
the interest of justice that the SLAO be
directed to determine the compensation
to be awarded to the appellants herein on
the basis of the market value prevailing as
on April 22, 2019," the bench said. The top
court directed that the SLAO shall pass a
fresh award taking the market value pre-
vailing as on April 22, 2019 within two
months after hearing the parties.

All India Kisan Congress to hold

rally from January 18

Lucknow, Jan. 3: Congress' farmer

ship of state unit chief Ajay Rai to discuss

institutions run by the Christian community?"
O'Brien asked. "Why have you totally ignored
the people of Manipur? Why are you encour-
aging and passing anti-conversion laws that

)
7 -
violate fundamental rights under Article(s) 14,
15 and 25 of the Constitution? Arunachal
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Odisha, Uttarakhand, Rajasthan'.
O'Brien also asked why the government was

public life,

complicit," O'Brien said.

pushing the Waqf bill and "playing minority
versus minority", especially in Kerala. "Why
don't you ever say a word condemning hate
speeches and crude communal slurs?" he fur-
 ther questioned. The TMC leader alleged that
attacks on institutions run by minorities were
on the rise and asked why incidents of vio-
lence against Christians were increasing.
"Why did India's National Human Rights
Commission lose its United Nations accredita-
tion twice since 2014? Do you remember
Father Stan Swamy? Sipper? Straw? Death?"
he added. Swamy, an 84-year-old tribal rights
activist and Jesuit priest, died in custody in
July 2021 from cardiac arrest after contracting
COVID-19. He was arrested in October 2020
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) and spent eight months in a Mumbai
prison. He was denied bail on medical
grounds several times. "In my two decades in
including three terms
Parliament, I have written columns on a range
of subjects but never one on the church in
India. This is a first. It needed to be written.
More silence on the subject would make me

Evam Nyay Yatra'

in

wing, the All India Kisan Congress, has
decided to launch 'Kisan-Mazdoor Samman
in Uttar Pradesh
Congress' farmer wing, the All Indla Kisan

Congress, has decided to launch 'Kisan-
Mazdoor Samman Evam Nyay Yatra' in
Uttar Pradesh starting January 18, the
party announced on Friday. A statement
issued by the Uttar Pradesh Congress
Committee (UPCC) headquarters noted
that a meeting was held under the leader-

preparations for the upcoming yatra. 2025
Unveiled: Baba Vanga's Shocking
Predictions! For more details & latest news,
read on here Addressing the meeting, Ajay

Rai accused the central and Uttar
_A,Pradesh governments of "sup-
.= Zlmpressing farmers, labourers,

’ workers, women farmers, and
artisans at double the pace."
1 'During the farmers’ movement,
' wnthe central government prom-
ised to provide a legal guarantee
for MSP (Minimum Support
Price) for all farmers. Today, the
government remains silent on
this issue," Rai said. Speaking at
the meeting, Akhilesh Shukla,
~ National Vice President of the All
‘India Kisan Congress, said, "The
yatra will commence on January 18, 2025,
from the Loni border in Ghaziabad.
Following a scheduled timeline, the yatra
will be conducted in each district under the
leadership of designated coordinators and
with guidance from national and state lead-
ership."
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STATE

NEWS BOX LPG tanker detaches on Avinashi

road flyover; schools within 500-

metre radius closed

COIMBATORE. An LPG-filled
tanker detached from a truck on the
old flyover on Avinashi Road in the
early hours of Friday. The incident
occurred when the truck negotiated
a turn at the roundabout atop the
flyover, leading t a gas leak from
the tanker.As liquefied petroleum
gas began to leak from the tanker,
police sealed off the entire flyover,
while the fire and rescue personnel
worked to pour water on the tanker
to prevent further hazards,

The Coimbatore District Collector,
Kranthi Kumar Pati, declared a
holiday for schools within a 500-
metre radius of the site as a

Peeping Tom at CMR college in Hyderabad?
Cops send 11 phones fo‘r qnulysis

=3

NSS trains guns on Pinarayi over
remark on shirtless temple entry

KOTTAYAM. Evoking memories of the
revolt that he had spearheaded against the
Pinarayi Vijayan government over the
Sabarimala women entry issue in 2018,
NSS general secretary G Sukumaran Nair
on Thursday unleashed a scathing attack on
the chief minister on another contentious
topic — men entering temples with shirts
oIt (removing shirt while entering
temple) is a practice followed by people for
ages, and it cannot be altered by a
government or a particular community,”
Mair said, referring to Pinarayi's remark
supporting Sivagiri Mutt head Swami
Satchidananda’s call to change the custom.,

“The CM should not have endorsed
{Satchidananda’s) suggestion,” he said
while addressing the inaugural session of
the Mannam jayvanthi celebrations at the
NSS headquarters in Perunna.“There are
reporis that somebody said the practice (of
removing the shirt) is to ascertain whether
the person entering the temple is a Brahmin.
Why are these interpretations limited to
Hindus and their customs alone? Such
obsolete practices, particularly pertaining
to costumes, exist in other religions, too.
Does the Sivagiri Mutt or the chief minister
have the guts to question such practices in
other religions?” he wondered. The NSS is
against changing age-old rituals and
customs, he said “Several temples are
managed by various subdivisions in the
Hindu community, and each temple follows
its own customs and practices. While some
temples permit darshan wearing shirts,
others do nol. In Sabarimala, there are no
such restrictions. Hindus have the freedom
to enter the premises without disrupting the
customs and rituals of the respective
temples.

Maternal deaths: Ashoka
demands Rao’s resignation,
judicial probe

case, we will take criminal action
against them as well.”Addressing
rumours circulating on social media
platforms about 150 to 300 obscene
videos on the phones of suspects, the
ACP clarified that no such content
was on their devices. A student from
the college stated that they became
aware of the incident on December
31, *We complained to the warden,
but she dismissed our concerns as
baseless.” the student
said.Commenting on the absence of
obscene videos on the suspects’
phones, another student remarked,
“There wasn't even a single
application on their phones. They had
deleted all their data. 1f they didn’t do
anything wrong, why did they delete
everything? District secretary of the National
Students” Union of India (NSUI), Ravi Teja,
said he had spoken to the students. “The
students told me that catering staff targeted four
or five bathrooms on the ground floor and
recorded videos using their phones. When the
students approached the warden, she responded
negligently and even made inappropriate
remarks,” he said.On Wednesday, several
parents arrived at the college to express their
anger over the incident. One parent, who said
he had paid Rs 1.3 lakh in fees, criticised the
management not only for the lack of safety but
also for poor food quality. “When I told my
daughter [ would speak to the management, she
warned me that they might retaliate.

HYDERABAD. Cyberabad police on
Thursday said that 11 phones of five
persons who are suspected to
have secretly recorded videos of girl
students using the bathrooms in the
hostels of CMR Engineering
College, Medchal — have been sent
for forensic analysis after no
objectionable clips were found on
the devices.The cops, acting on
allegations by the students, carried
out a preliminary probe to verify if
any such video were on the devices.
Medchal ACB B Srinivas Reddy told
TNIE: “Although no obscene videos
were found, we wanted to make sure
that the suspects did not delete
them.”On Wednesday and Thursday,
the students staged a protest against the college
management and hostel warden Preethi. They
accused the mess staft of secretly recording
their videos and peeping into bathrooms. After
questioning the five suspects and examining
their phones on Wednesday night, police
released them. However, their fingerprints
were collected for verification.Earlier, based on
a complaint, police registered a case under
Sections 77 (watching or capturing images of a
woman engaged in oa private act) and 125
(endangering personal safety or life) of the
Bharativa Nyava Sanhita.A student said the
management has provided accommodation to
the mess staff at the back of the hostel, giving
them opportunities to access the girls’
bathrooms after their work.

Contractor Sachin Panchal’s family speaks out on delay in investigation

KALABURAGL/BIDAR. The family of '

precautionary measure.According

Srinivas Reddy said after being alerted, Medchal
Inspector A Satvanarayana and other cops went
to the college where students told them that
they had complained about the issue to the
warden, but their concerns were dismissed. The
police called a fingerprint team to collect
samples from the location where suspicious
activity was reported. Two sets of fingerprints
were found and are being analysed, it is
learnt."During our wvisit, we observed
negligence on the part of the management,

They had not installed grills on the bathroom
ventilators, which contributed to the entire
problem. When we questioned the prineipal,
they claimed that the issue had never been
brought to the management’s attention.” the
ACP said, adding, “If we find evidence of
negligence by the principal or warden in this

to sources, the tanker, en route
from Kochi in Kerala to Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Limited's
(BPCL) LPG bottling plant in
Ganapathy, detached from the
truck's trailer around 3 a.m. due to
damage to the turn plate pin.

The tanker fell onto the flyover,
causing gas leakage from its rear
end. The truck driver immediately
alerted the fire and rescue services,
who arrived promptly. Police
sealed off the flyover and adjacent
underpasses, setting up barricades
to divert traffic.Fire and rescue
personnel sprayed water on the
tanker to mitigate any potential
hazards while BPCL officials and
technical experts worked to
contain the leakage. A crane was
deployed to lift the damaged
tanker, with plans to transfer the
LPG to other vehicles.Coimbatore
City Police Commissioner A.
Saravana Sundar inspected the site
and coordinated with BPCL
officials. “The tanker was carrying
1% tonnes of LPG, and the leakage
has been temporarily sealed. A
team from the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) is
expecied to arrive shortly 1o
relocate the tanker to a safe
location,” he said.

Justice League: Telungunu HC dismisses
Spectrum Power s appeal in msurunce dispute

Telengana. The Telangana High Court
on Thursday rejected an a|‘.n|'h:a| filed by
Spectrum Power Generation Limited
(SPGL) secking compensation from
insurers for interruption of business in
a 2002 incident involving the Steam
Turbine Generator (STG) at the
company’s thermal power plant.In
October 2021, the trial court partially
ruled in favour of Spectrum Power,
awarding Rs 17.79 crore along with
interest and costs,

However, the trial court rejected the
company’s claim for business
interruption losses, stating that adequate
evidence had not been provided.
Aggrieved by the ruling, the company
moved the high court arguing that the
trial court had misinterpreted the
insurance policy, particularly

death note is of my younger brother and have
filed a complaint,” Surekha said. This is the first
time that a family member of the deceased has
come out seeking an impartial inquiry into the
death, suspecting that the family may not get
justice. Vishwakarma Federation state unit
president Vijavkumar Pattar, who accompanied
Surekha, said the government should hold an
impartial probe.

He said the government should find out who is
Raju Kapnoor, why the deceased mentioned his
name and the names of Kapnoor's followers in
the death note and why they were demanding
money from from Panchal.Meanwhile,
contractors  association state unit president
Jagannath Shegji said the deceased was not a
member of the association.

Speaking to , Shegji said the family members of
Panchal should show documents to prove his
membership as well as alleged harassment by
Raju Kapnoor or anybody, an the association
will fight for him.

contractor Sachin Panchal, who died by suicide
in Bidar on December 26 alleging harassment
and demands of bribe by former Kalaburagi
corporator  Raju Kapnoor, has expressed
apprehension that any delay in the probe would
lead to the destruction of evidence.Panchal’s
sister Surekha said even after eight days of the
BENGALURU. Leader of Opposition in incident, no action has been taken against
the Legislative Assembly R Ashoka on anyone,She said let the inquiry be conducted by
Thursday demanded that Dinesh Gundu the CBI or CID or any independent
Rao resign as health minister and a judicial organisations, but justice should be served.
probe be ordered into the increasing “Whoever is the guilty, they should be
number of maternal deaths in the state. punished. T am frustrated at the delay in the
“Congress leaders speak about women’s investigation and have decided to write to the
empowerment and their government gives prime minister as well as the Union home
Rs 2,000 to them under the Gruha Lakshmi minister in this regard,” she said at a press
guarantee scheme. They should guarantee conference in Bidar on Thursday.
the survival of pregnant women first,” he Surekha said no one should play politics over the
told reporters here.As many as 736 suicide of her brother, and demanded action
maternal deaths have been reported in the against all those whose names were mentioned
state. The state government should be held in her brother's death note. She also wanted the

responsible for these deaths, he said.
Ashoka took strong excepiion to senior ‘Is per telﬂ' bus fure hike in
Karnataka from Januvary 5

Congress ministers not visiting hospitals

where maternal deaths were  reported.

Instead of wvisiting the hospitals and
ensuring proper supply of medicines, they | ppnG AL URU. From January 5, fares of state-owned
prebusgataiing eallies, e aliogen, KSRTC, BMTC, NERTC and NWRTC buses will be
During the winter session, Gundu Rao said increased by 15%. The state cabinet on Thursday approved
all measures h"m_ _h‘:‘:“ taken 1o prevent a proposal to revise fares of ordinary and air-conditioned
maternal deaths, Though the government buses run by the four RTCs.Law and Parliamentary Affairs
stated that an audit of maternal deaths will Minister HK Patil told reporters that the cabinet has given
be conducted, it is yet to bring out a report, administrative approval for revision of bus fares, Patil said
Ashoka said. the RTCs spent Rs 13.21 crore a day on fuel, Ten vears ago,
He alleged that the government did not give diesel price was Rs 60.98 per litre and the RTCs spent Rs
convineing replies to Opposition parties’ 9.16 crore a day on it. The expenditure on employees,
which was Rs 12,85 crore, has increased to Rs 18,36 crore,
The financial burden on the RTCs has increased and hence,
fares have been revised. The proposal was for a fare hike by

queries on the reasons for maternal deaths

government lo take action against police of
Gandhi police station in Bidar and Dhannur
police station in Bhalki for neglecting her
brother’s complaints.*My family is in grief, but
government is not taking any action. [ suspect
that common people would not get justice in
this system. Police officers have checked the
death note written by my brother. They are
instead investigating whether he is a contractor
or not. [ am sure that the handwriting in the

constructions in the FTL and buffer
zone of the Rammamma Kunta in
Medak district,

During the hearing, the Special
Government Pleader assured the court
of rapid progress in issuing final
notifications for the remaining lakes.
The SGP informed that an updated
status report would be filed before the
next hearing. The court took note of
these submissions and stressed the
importance of expediting the process

to protect the integrity of water bodies,

The bench, underscoring the

significance of safeguarding lakes and

their buffer zones, listed the next hearing

on February 4, 2025

Justice K Lakshman of the Telangana

High Court on Thursday directed

various authorities to file their counters

during the winter session. “Intravenous
(IV) fluids and other medicines are
supplied by the state povernment and the
Centre has no role in it. The state
government should have tested the fluids
and medicines as no such deaths have been
reported in other states,

Police bust fake cement godown,
two held in Bhubaneshwar

judgment. The bench ruled that the trial
court had thoroughly considered all
relevant evidence and correctly
interpreted the policy terms. Finding no
merit in Spectrum Power’s appeal, the
court reaffirmed the trial court’s
decision to award Rs 17.79 crore while
dismissing the claim for business
interruption losses.

/j concerning the business interruption  The Telangana High Court was on (o an appeal filed by 12 farmers and
BHUBANESWAR, Police on Thursday / claim. It sought directions to the Thursday informed that preliminary agricultural labourers secking
busted a fake cement manufacturing insurers, including United India  notifications on the demarcation of Full  anticipatory bail in the Lagcherla attack

13 to 15%. “We decided to hike it by 15%. Fares in buses
run by RTCs in Kamataka are lesser than those in
Maharashira, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh,” he said.He,
however, said that the state government will not stop its
ambitious Shakti free ride guarantee for women, With the
fare revision, the RTCs are expected to generate an
additional revenue of Rs 74,85 crore a month.*We have
earmarked Rs 50135 crore for Shakti scheme in our budget,
and Rs 417 crore is released to the four RTCs every month.
This has not affected the state’s finances, Kamataka is one
ofthe best states in managing finances,” he said.

Resentment among Wayanad landslides victims over ‘madequate allocation of land

KALPETTA. The victims of the Wayanad i g I ciatie it
'HE SIKH TIMES

landslides have expressed their resentment

over "i11£ld5.ﬂl]ﬂh. allocation of land for - . .
Edited, Printed, Published

building houses™ in the proposed tow Iﬂh‘:p Owned by Simmi Babbar
project in Kalpetta. Estimated to cost Rs 750 N - 31, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar
crore, the state government has started the [relhi-1 10006
process to set up townships on 58.5 hectares Printexd at Qaumi Patrika Printing
and 48.96 hectares of the Nedumbala Estate Fress, A-4/A-144, '["ﬂ""it;ﬂ City
in Meppadi panchayat and Elstone Estate in (Loni), Ghaziabad (Lttar Pradesh)
Kalpetia municipality, respectively.

As per the government decision, houses will

Tank Levels and buffer zones have been
issued for 2,793 out of 3,342 lakes under
HMDA limits while an additional 57
final notifications, in addition to the 708
mentioned during an earlier hearing,
have been issued. A bench of Chief
Justice Alok Aradhe and Justice J
Sreenivas Rao was hearing a suo moiu
writ petition alleging inaction by the
authorities in curbing illegal

Insurance, Oriental Insurance and ICICI
Lombard, 1o compensate it for the
interruption of business. The insurers
defended the trial court’s ruling,
maintaining that Spectrum Power had
failed to substantiate its claim for
business interruption losses.

Hearing the appeal, a bench of Chief
Justice Alok Aradhe and Justice .
Sreenivas Rao upheld the trial court’s

case. The judge issued notices to the
stale government, représented by the
Public Prosecutor and the Bomraspei
SHO to file their counters by January 9,
2025, the next date of hearing. The
petitioners, including Devidas Pawar
Mayak, are accused in FIR No. 153 of
2024, dated November 11, 2024, for
their alleged involvement in a violeni
incident during a public hearing.

godown at Tankapani Road and seized
around 140 bags of hardened UltraTech
cement, empty packets of different brands,
two cargo vehicles and other materials,

Two persons have been arrested in the
connection. Acting on a tip-off, Badagada
police conducted a raid at the godown named
Stutee Enterprises owned by one
Durgacharan Sasmal, Sasmal along with his
associate Sanjay Routray was allegedly
involved in making and selling the fake
cement in the market.During the raid,

Sasmal and three labourers were present in
the godown. Cement bags bearing UltraTech

Kalpetta and Nedumbala,” said
Shajimon, a Chooralmala native who is
now residing in Ambalavayal panchayai
and the convenor of the Mundakkai-
Chooralmala Action Committee.  The
committee leaders demanded that the
construction of the township project in
Kalpetta should be started as soon as
possible by increasing the area of housing
plots to 10 cents.Meanwhile, the action
committee office-bearers on Thursday

Corporate OTRoe:
5, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg,
Press Area, ['TO, New Dielhi
Editor-in-Chief

Super and Dalmia DSP brand were stored
there.Sasmal failed to produce any
document to support his business, He
reporiedly revealed that he was procuring

the damaged and hardened cement of

UltraTech and Dalmia brands from different
shops and godowns since over a year. After
crushing the hardened cement, he packed it
in bags of different brands and sold
them.Investigation revealed Sasmal sent the
recycled cement to Routray's shop in Pahal.

be constructed on five-cent plots in Elstone
estate and 10 cents in Nedumbala. However,
the action committee of the disaster victims
said they cannot accept the decision to allot
Just five cents of land to build a house.

“The people in the disaster-affected areas of
Mundakkai and Chooralmala have been
living in vast lands with farming. The land
allotment for houses should be increased to
10 cents like in Nedumbala, However, we
are fine with the selection of spots - in

met Revenue Minister K Rajan. who
inspected the estates, and expressed their
displeasure over allotment of only 5 cents of
land in Elstone estate for building houses.

Demanding that the area of house plots be

increased to 10 cents, they said: “The
hospital or school proposed in the township
project was not needed. Instead, that land
should be given for building houses.” The
minister replied that their demands would be
considered.“The land survey in Elstone

estate and Nedumbala estate will be

completed within 15 days and 20 days,
respectively,” Rajan said. Detailing the plans
for the township project, the minister said
KIIFCON and Uralungal Labour
Cooperative Society have been instructed 1o
start the land preparation processes once the
survey process is completed.
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Blinkit launches 10-minute
ambulance service in
Gurgaon

MUMBAI. Blinkit has rolled out a 10-minute
ambulance service in select areas of Gurgaon, starting
Thursday.The service is currently in the testing phase
and has been launched with five ambulances. “Profit is
not a goal here. We will operate this service at an
affordable cost for customers and invest in really
solving this critical problem for the long-term,”
founder and CEO Albinder Dhindsa said.The
company plans to scale up the service and expand it to
all major cities in the next two years. It is not yet
understood if Blinkit will tie up with hospitals to
provide the service or how the model will work.

Pipeline burst floods road,
but taps run dry in houses

Gurgaon. Residents across several parts of the city
faced water shortages on Thursday following a major
burst in a 1,400mm diameter pipeline along the
Southern Peripheral Road (SPR). The Ileak,
discovered near Vatika Chowk on Wednesday evening,
prompted GMDA to partially shut down the supply
from the Sector 51 boosting station to carry out repair
work.

"We have partially shut down the supply from the
boosting station in Sector 51 to address the issue. Our
team is on the ground, ascertaining the extent of the
damage. We hope to complete the repairs by late
Thursday evening or Friday morning, after which
normal supply will resume," said a senior GMDA
official. The disruption impacted water supply in
Sectors 48, 49, 50, and 57 through 74. While limited
supply from stored water was provided in the morning,
the reservoir has since run dry, leaving residents
scrambling for alternatives.Vijay Shiv Nath, secretary
of the Malibu RWA Federation, expressed concern
over the recurring water issues. "Since morning, many
residents have reached out to us about empty water
tanks. Our township is spread across 204 acres and is
home to 10,000 residents, yet the storage reservoir,
built in 1995, is inadequate for such emergencies. We
approached MCG last year for constructing an
additional reservoir, but no progress has been made on
the ground," he said.Echoing similar sentiments,
Shalini Mehra, a resident of Sector 50, said, "Water is
essential, and these disruptions cause chaos in daily
life. Authorities must ensure better storage facilities
and quicker resolutions." Last year in April, a leakage
was detected on the 800-diameter pipeline near
Kanhai chowk, which took GMDA more than six
hours to fix the fault.

3 police stations in Noida get
150 tag

Noida. Three police stations in Noida—Expressway,
Badalpur, and Knowledge Park—received ISO
9001:2015 certification on Thursday after their
infrastructure, quality management, and office
procedures were found to meet international standards
for public and police services.Prashant Kumar, the
director general of Uttar Pradesh police, praised the
achievement in a video message, saying it enhances the
state's reputation and could serve as an inspiration for
other jurisdictions.Police commissioner Laxmi Singh
said the certified stations underwent a special campaign
to standardise their operations, focusing on improving
public services, ensuring prompt grievance redressal,
and strengthening administrative management. "We
prepared standard operating procedures for branches
like CCTNS, IGRS, the women's help desk, and the
cyber desk to ensure efficiency," she said.Singh added
that efforts were made to align protocols with
international standards, particularly to deliver justice
quickly and effectively, especially for women and the
general public. The measures included the
establishment of a special cell at the commissionerate
office to oversee grievance redressal under IGRS. After
auditing by Royal Impact Certification Ltd, the stations
were certified.

Gautam Buddh Nagar became the first police
commissionerate to be awarded ISO certification in
Aug 2024, when Royal Impact Certification audited
and certified the police commissioner's office in Sector
108 and Surajpur.

Restos to resorts, now a
highway pit stop to tackle

)1

Mothers of paralympic winners get g

Gurgaon. The Haryana govt on Thursday
honoured the mothers of athletes from
state who won medals in the 2024 Paris
Paralympic. India won 29 medals at the
games, out of which eight were won by
athletes from Haryana.The winners'
mothers received ‘Veer Mata Jijabai'
award, a state-level honour, in a ceremony
organised by sports organisation Kreeda
Bharati, in Gurgaon.Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini, who gave out the
award, said that the state was celebrating
the role of mothers in sports in the city of
guru Dronacharya."This ceremony is an
opportunity to express gratitude not only
to our athletes but also to their mothers,"
the CM said, adding that honouring such
mothers was a societal responsibility and
would help inspire the new generation. He
highlighted the historical contributions of
mothers, noting that Mata Jijabai, after
whom the ceremony was named, prepared
her son Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj to be
a true warrior and leader. Her vision and
efforts gave the country a great warrior in
Shivaji Maharaj, who laid the foundation
of Swaraj at that time."An athlete's first
coach is their mother, and there is no
coach greater than a mother. What a
mother can teach, no one else in the world
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can," said CM Saini.The CM also lauded
the Haryana unit of Kreeda Bharati for
this initiative and announced Rs 21 lakh
for the organisation.

Previously, in the Tokyo Olympics 2020, 30
athletes from the state participated, with
India winning 7 medals, out of which 4
were won by athletes from Haryana.
During Birmingham Commonwealth
Games, 2022, 43 athletes from Haryana

Good

Governance

participated, winning 20 medals.

CM Saini, highlighting that Haryana had
become a source of national pride in the
field of sports, said that the central govt
had recently selected several athletes from
the state for Major Dhyan Chand Award
and Arjuna Award, including Manu

Bhaker and Sweety Boora.

Haryana has a sports policy for athletes,
service rules to ensure employment for

IFFCO Chk service road crumbles,
agencies spar over repairs

Gurgaon. A road run-
ning along the IFFCO
Chowk flyover has turned
into an accident-prone
area after the stretch was
dug up to repair a water
pipeline and is now riddled
with craters a few metres
long. While there have
been multiple incidents of
vehicles getting stuck in
waterlogged craters on
this road, officials of
GMDA and NHAI both
say the responsibility to
repair this stretch lies with
the other. The damage to
this road was initially
caused by a leak in the
water  pipeline.  Last
month, GMDA officials
fixed the leak, but said
road maintenance is the

NAME CHANGE
I, USHA is legally spouse of No.
2808909F Rank- SEP Name- GADHE
BALASAHEB JAYWANTA, R/O VILL
BHOYARE PATHAR, POST BHO-
YARE PATHAR, TEH- AHMEDNA-
GAR, DIST- AHMEDNAGAR, STATE
MAHARASHTRA, PIN-414005,have
changed my name from USHA to
USHA BALASAHEB GADHE for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit dated
01.01.2025 Public Notary Delhi.

job of National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI).
"If the road is broken due
to a faulty pipeline, repair-
ing it also falls under
GMDA's purview. The
damage happened
because of their pipeline.
We have been asking
GMDA to repair it, but
they are reluctant," an
NHAI official said on
Sunday. Rebutting this
stand, a senior GMDA offi-

cial said the water pipeline
was not installed at a suffi-
cient depth when the fly-
over was being construct-
ed by NHAI "We repaired
the pipeline, but it is
NHAI's responsibility to
carry out road repairs.
Since the pipeline was not
buried deep enough, it
remains vulnerable to

NAME CHANGE

I, No. 2809675P Rank-L/NK Name-
MAN BAHADUR BK, S/O YAM
BAHADUR BKR/o VILL-WARD NOS
AMBEDKAR NAGAR, POST-NAU-
TANWA BAZAR, TEH-NAUTANWA,
DIST-MAHARAJGANJ, PIN-273164
have changed my minor son name
from MISSION BK MAN BAHADUR
BK to MISSION BK for all future pur-
poses. Vide affidavit dated 01.01.2025
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
ARCHANA is legally spouse of No.
2808053F Rank-HAV Name- INJAL
PRAVIN BABURAO, R/O AT MAHA-
GAON, POST-MAHAGAON, TEH-
GADHINGLAJ, DIST - KOLHAPUR,
STATE - MAHARASHTRA, PIN-
416503, have changed my name
from ARCHANA TO ARCHANA
PRAVIN INJAL for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 01.01.2025
before Public Notary Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Rubina Mir w/o Mohammad Shakeel
Ahmed House No. 2847 Bulbuli Khana
Bazar Sita Ram , Delhi 110006 have
changed my name from Robeena Mir
to Rubina Mir for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE

I, Phool Singh Rajpoot S/o Shri
Chand Rjpoot R/o Tower Colony,
Garhi Harsaru (46), Gurgaon,
Haryana-122505, Have Changed
My Name To Phool Singh For All
Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
| SAT PAL S/O RAM KISHAN R/O
PLOT NO 25-B GROUND FLOOR
KH N.25/16 AND 2 VIKAS NAGAR
WEST DELHI-110059 have changed
my name to SATPAL DHILLON

NAME CHANGE

|, Shankarrao father of no. 4580892H
Rank Hav. Name Jadhav Ganpat
Shankarrao residing at vill Bamni post
mukramabad Tehsil Mukhed, Dist-
Nanded, (Maharashtra) Pin 431719
have Changed My name From
SHANKARRAO to SHANKAR RAMA
JADHAV For all future purposes vide
AFFIDAVIT dated 21.12.2024 before
Notary public. Delhi

illegal eateries

Ghaziabad. The Ghaziabad Development Authority
(GDA) has proposed a highway facility corridor along
major speedways passing through the city to address the
growing concern of unauthorised commercial

NAME CHANGE
1, MOHD MAQSOOD ALAM son of MD
KHURSHID residing at H NO-1/10073F,
STREET NO-3, WEST GORAKH
PARK, SHAHDRA, DELHI-110032
have changed my name to MD MAK-
SUD AALAM for all future purpose.

establishments along them.

The initiative aims at transforming agricultural land along
these major thoroughfares into regulated commercial
zones.According to a senior GDA official, Ghaziabad's
network of national and state highways and
expressways is currently surrounded by agricultural
land where only farming-related activities are permitted.
However, the construction of illegal commercial
establishments like motels, dhabas, and hotels has
become a persistent challenge for the authorities.

The proposed highway corridor, officials said, will
involve changing the land use from agricultural to
commercial in specific areas along these major routes.
This transformation will not only generate revenue for
the development authority but also help regulate
construction activities more effectively.To implement
this cange, GDA has initiated a survey of potential land
parcels and plans to modify its master plan for 2031.
Officials said the new land use would permit various
commercial activities, such as resorts, hotels, motels,
guest houses, and parking facilities. Additionally,
cottage industries would be allowed in rural areas,
which would benefit not just the agricultural community
but also create revenue opportunities for the govt. The
existing illegal commercial establishments will have the
opportunity to regularise their status by submitting
plans to the GDA and get them approved against a
compounding charge.The initiative will impact areas
along major routes like Delhi Meerut Expressway, NH9,
and Eastern Peripheral Expressway."This
comprehensive approach aims at balancing
development needs and creating new economic
opportunities for the region.

NAME CHANGE

I, MEHZABI PARVEEN wife of MD
MAKSUD AALAM residing at H NO-
1/10073F, STREET NO-3, WEST
GORAKH  PARK, SHAHDRA,
DELHI-110032 have changed my
name to MAHJABEN PRAWEEN for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, SULA DEVI M/o No-4577589W
L/HAV SATYENDRA PRASAD R/o
Vill-Ratanpura, = Po-Kumbhichaur,
Teh-Kotdwara, Dist-Pauri Garhwal,
Uttarakhand-246149, declare that |
have change my name from SULLA
DEVI to SULA DEVI and also
changed my date of birth from 06-10-
1956 to 01-01-1955 for all future pur-
poses vide Public Notary Delhi affi-

NAME CHANGE
1, Kevin Pautangsang  S/o
Nengchinthang R/o Flat No-226,
Block-A, Kendriya Vihar, Sector-56,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122011 Have
Changed My Name To  Kevin
Pautangsang Khuptong S/o Khuptong
Nenchinthang For All Future Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ranjit Singh Bakshi S/o Kamaljit
Singh Rlo WZ-44, Street No-6,
Krishna Park, Tilak Nagar, West
Delhi, Delhi-110018 Have Changed
My Name To Ranjit Singh For All
Future Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Shri Chand Rjpoot S/o Bihari
Singh R/o Bahtoo Kalan, Alwar,
Rajasthan-321605, Have Changed
My Name To Shri Chand For All

Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Sukhbir Singh S/o Lakhjeet
Singh R/o 49, Near Shiv Mandir,
Kulana (248), Kahri, Jhajjar,
Haryana-124108 Have Changed
My Name To Sukhbir Singh
Chauhan For All Future Purpose.

davit dt 21-12-2024.

NAME CHANGE

I, No 4580892h Hav Jadhav Ganpat
Shankarrao, presently residing at Vill. -
Bamni, PO-Mukramabad, Tehsil-
Mukhed, Dist-Nanded, (Maharashtra)-
431719 have changed my name minor
son name from Vinay Jadhav to Vinay
Ganpat Jadhav vide affidavit dated
21.12.2024, before Notary Public, Delhi

NAME CHANGE

I, Vandana legally spouse of No
4580892H Hav Jadhav Ganpat
Shankarrao, presently residing at Vill. -
Bamni, PO-Mukramabad, Tehsil-
Mukhed, Dist-Nanded, (Maharashtra)-
431719 have changed my name from
Vandana to Vandana Ganpat Jadhav
vide affidavit dated 21.12.2024, before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, MOHANI SUNAR am wife of No-
15175940N Rank-HAV Name-
BIJOY SUNAR R/o KAHILI PARA
ROAD, JATIA, SHAHID PATH,
NEAR RASHMI BHAWAN, WARD
NO-24/19, H NO-5, DISTT-KAM-
RUP, TEHSIL-BELTOLA, ASSAM-
781019 have changed my name
from MOHANI SUNAR to MOHINI
SUNAR as per Aadhar Card and
School Mark sheet vide Affidavit
dated 03/01/2025 The name
MOHINI SUNAR should be written
and known in future.

NAME CHANGE

1, JC-736531P Rank-NB SUB Name-
ISSAC KC Presently residing at KAN-
NANTHARA HOUSE, VILL-PAIP-
PAD, PO-THRICKODITHANAM,
THESIL-CHANGANACHERRY,
DISTT-KOTTAYAM, KERALA-
686105 have changed my mother’s
name from MARIYAMMA CHACKO
to MARIAMMA CHACKO for all future
purposes and in my service records
my mother’s date of birth wrongly
mentioned as 04/05/1962 instead of|
her correct date of birth as 01/01/1962
vide Affidavit dated 10/12/2024 before
Executive Magistrate, Delhi Cantt.

NAME CHANGE
| Aaniya Tarachandani W/o Gurjeet
Singh R/o NI - 902, Royal Nest App.
Techzone 4, Greater Noida Goutam
Buddha Nagar Uttarpradesh - 201306
have changed my name Khushbu j
Nibhani for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

I, JC-705954F Rank-SUB Name-
SUNIL KUMAR Presently residing at
VILL-GOMLA, PO-BHOJAWAS, TEH-
KANINA, DIST-MAHENDRAGARH,
HARYANA-123034 have changed my
mother’s name from KAMALA DEVI to
KAMLA DEVI for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 03/01/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Lost & found

| K.Pankaj Karnatak (Aadhar Card
No 6686 5578 8922) S/o
V.D.Karnatak aged about 53 years,
residing at H/NO-356 PCKET D-9,
SECTOR -3, ROHINI, NEW
DELHI-110085, do hereby inform
to the General Public that | have
lost the original land document per-
taining to my/our property regis-
tered in document No's GPA No
506/2004 Book No 4 Dated
15.12.2004, GPA No 432/2004
Book No 4 Dated 30.12.2004, GPA
No 462/2004 Book No 4 Dated
7.12.2004, GPA No 539/2004 Book
No 4 Dated 28.12.2004 and
Original Sale Deed No 1528/2005
Book No 1 Dated 30.3.2005 regis-
tered at Sattur Sub Registrar
Office, Virudhunagar Distict,
Tamilnadu. If anyone finds the said
document, please contact me over|
phone no 9958168128 or at the fol-
lowing residential address H/NO-
356 POCKET D-9, SECTOR-3,
ROHINI, NEW DELHI-110085.

NAME CHANGE
|, Rajeshhvari ben spouse of No
4580790M,Rank-HAV, solanki suresh
kumar parvat sinh resident of 3-120
juna shedha,Amodara,Arvalli, gujarat -
383330 have changed my name from
Rajeshhvari  ben to  Solanki
Rajeshhvariben Suresh Kumar vide
affidavit no.IN-DL12777893519679X
dated 03.01.2025, Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

|, TEJ BANO Mother of No. 2708808Y
Rank-NK Name-ALI MOHAMMAD
KHAN Presently residing at VILL-
PHOGARI, TEH-DIDWANA, DIST-
NAGAUR,  RAJASTHAN-341303
have changed my name from TEJ
BANO to TAJ BANO for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 03/01/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-331944F, Rank-SUB MAJ / JE
(CIVIL) Name-AMIT KUMAR R/o H.
No-143, VILL-KHAJURI, PO-
IQBALPUR, DIST-HARIDWAR,
UTTARAKHAND-247668 have
changed my mother’'s name from
RAJESHWARI DEVI to RAJESHVARI
for all future purposes and in my serv-
ice records my mother’s date of birth
wrongly mentioned as 02/07/1954
instead of her correct date of birth as
01/01/1948 vide Affidavit dated
03/01/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE

I, RESHMA GHATANI wife of No-
152092271 Rank-HAV Name-SAMIR
PARIYAR Presently residing at VPO-
PANIGHATTA BAZAR, TEH-SILIG-
URI, DIST-DARJEELING, WEST
BENGAL-734423 have changed my
name from RESHMA GHATANI to
RESHMA GHATANI PARIYAR as per
Aadhar Card and PAN Card vide
Affidavit dated 03/01/2025. The name
RESHMA GHATANI PARIYAR should
be written and known in future.

recurring damage. This is
the second time that we
repaired it because of
oversight during the con-
struction of the flyover by
NHAI's contractor," the
official said. In Jan this
year

medals

ovt awards

exceptional athletes and provision for

direct recruitment for athletes from class-

1 to class-2 positions.To further

encourage athletes, 298 of them who

gave outstanding performances were
being presented with honorariums, the

CM said, adding that that scholarships

were being provided to students who won

in state,
international sports competitions.

Since 2014, more than 29,000 students
have been awarded scholarships,
amounting to over Rs 53 crore. The govt
has opened sports nurseries to nurture
athletes from a young age. Currently,
there are 1,489 sports nurseries in the
state, training 37,225 athletes. These
nurseries provide monthly incentives to
athletes aged from 8 to 14 and 15 to
19.During the event, industry and
commerce minister Rao Narbir Singh
said although Haryana's population was
only two percent of the country's total,
medal-winning athletes made it number
one in sports.

Sports minister Gaurav Gautam, also
present at the event, said that over the past

national, and

decade, Rs 592 crore were spent on

athletes and the govt was committed to the
welfare of athletes and their families.

NAME CHANGE

I, SUMIT KUMAR RATHEE S/O BALJIT
SINGH RATHEE Permanent Residence
at H. NO-47A, 40 FEET ROAD, JAIN
NAGAR, KARALA, NORTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110081, and Presently
Residing at FLAT NO-469, ROSE
WOOD APPARTMENT, POCKET-A,
DWARKA, SECTOR-13, NEW DELHI-
110078 have changed the name of my
minor daughter YASHMITA aged 16
years and she shall hereafter be known
as YASHMITA RATHEE.

NAME CHANGE
. GHANSHYAM  S/O SANT LAL
residing at H NO 2120 SECTOR 12,
SONIPAT, HARYANA 131001 have
changed my name to GHANSHYAM
DASS ARORA permanently

NAME CHANGE

1, hitherto known as SURESH SONAR
Alias SURESH BISHOWKARMA S/O
HUM SUNAR R/O HOUSE NO-172,
GOVERNMENT SCHOOL WALI
GALI, OLD DELHI GURGAON ROAD,
SECTOR-21, INDUSTRIAL COM-
PLEX DUNDAHERA, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122016 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
SURESH BISHOWKARMA.

NAME CHANGE
I,LANJALI KUMARI JALAN D/O
BASANT KUMAR JALAN R/O 29-
B SRINAGAR COLONY SINDHORA
KALAN, ASHOK VIHAR, NORTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110052have
changed my name to ANJALI JALAN
for all future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
| hitherto known as JASWINDER
SINGH GANDHOK alias
JASWINDER SINGH S/o SURJEET
SINGH GANDHOK, R/o 429/5, First
Floor (Left side), Govind Puri, Kalkaji,
New Delhi-110019, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as JASWINDER SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
1, PAL Father of No. 15202290X, Rank-
HAV(SHGD), Name- VIRENDRA
KUMAR residing at VILLAGE-
NARAYANPUR, POST-PANCHDE-
VRA, NAIBASTI, HARDOI, UTTAR
PRADESH-241123 have changed my
name from PAL to SHRIPAL for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
03/01/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
IVASANT KUMAR JALAN S/O
NAND KISHORE JALAN R/O 29-B
SRINAGAR COLONY SINDHORA
KALAN, ASHOK VIHAR, NORTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110052have
changed my name to BASANT
KUMAR JALAN for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE

|, SHYAM BATI Mother of No.
15202290X, Rank- HAV(SHGD),
Name- VIRENDRA KUMAR residing
at VILLAGE-NARAYANPUR, POST-
PANCHDEVRA, NAIBASTI, HARDOI,
UTTAR PRADESH-241123 have
changed my name from SHYAM BATI
to SHYAMVATI for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 03/01/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, DOLLY GOYAL wife of AKASH
GOYAL residing at SCF-99, RAJGURU
MARKET, HISAR, HARYANA-125001
have changed my name to DOLLY for

'. %At/}iigshakti

effect from 4" April, 2025.

Nangloi, Delhi.

New Delhi-110015.

all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
1, Chandrakalan Mother of No .4580892H
Rank. Hav Jadhav Ganpat Shankarrao,
presently residing at Vill. -Bamni, PO-
Mukramabad, Tehsil-Mukhed, Dist-
Nanded, (Maharashtra)431719 have
changed my name of from
Chandrakalan to  Chandarkalabai
Shankar Jadhav & vide affidavited dated

21.12.2024, before Notary Public, Delhi.

SMFG India Home Finance Co. Ltd.
(Formerly Fuilerton india Home Finance Co. Ltd.)
Regd. Office: Commerzone IT Park, Tower-B, 1st Floor, No. 111, Mount Poonamallee Road,
Porur, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India, 600116. Toll-free No. : 1800 102 1003
Corporate Office: 503-504, Level 5, Inspire BKC, Main Road G Block, BKC,
Bandra East, Mumbai - 400051 | CIN: U65922TN2010PLC076972
™ grihashakti@grihashakti.com @ www.grihashakti.com

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR CLOSURE OF BRANCH

This is to inform that we are ceasing operations of the following branch for operational requirements with

Name of the Branch : Nangloi | Postal Address : 1st Floor, Plot No.26, Rattan Park, Near Govt School,

We have made alternate arrangement for the customers and others connected to this branch to be
served by the under mentioned branch from 4" April, 2025.

Name of the Branch : Subhash Nagar (Moti Nagar) | Postal Address : SMFG India Home Finance
Company Limited, Plot No.-35, 2nd Floor, DLF Industrial Area-Kirti Nagar, Nazafgarh Road, Moti Nagar,

For SMFG India Home Finance Co. Ltd. (Formerly Fullerton india Home Finance Co. Ltd.)

Authorized Signatory

No. 2023/RS(E)/TM/3

INDIAN RAILWAYS

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR)
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (RAIL MANTRALAYA)
(RAILWAY BOARD)

New Delhi, Dated: 02.01.2025

CORRIGENDUM No. 2

postwarranty AMC.

EAxE

[EAAEE 40/2025

Sub : E-open Global Tender No: 2023-TM-3 closing on 10.01.2025 for Design,
Manufacture, Supply, Testing & Commissioning of 138 nos. of 'Dynamic Track
Stabilizer (DTS)' along with Training of Indian Railway personnel and 3 years

1. The due date of closing of the subject tender has been changed from 10.01.2025
(Friday) to 18.02.2025 (Tuesday).
2.Allother terms and conditions of the tender shall remain the same.

DIRECTOR, RAILWAY STORES (F)
(RAILWAY BOARD)

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
NORTHERN RAILWAY

1* Corrigendum to the tender notice No.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Anil
Kumar Gupta is the owner of
Freehold Residential House No.
Nagar Palika No. 267, area measur-
ing 164.06 Sq. Yds., Ward No. 14,
Situated at Mohalla Subhash Mandi
Murad Nagar, Pargana Jalalabad,
Tehsil Modi Nagar & Distt.
Ghaziabad, U.P. By Virtue of Gift
Deed dated 29.08.2023 As Doc No.
13849, Vol No. 14730 Book No. 01
on Pages 261-278 in SR- Modi
Nagar. in the chain documents
below mentioned documents not
available i.e. (1) Death Certificate
of Mr. Makkhan Lal, (2) Death
Certificate of Mrs. Fulwati Devi, (3)
SMC in the name of all legal heirs of
Mr. Makkhan Lal, (4) Probate Order|
of Regd. Will dated 26.05.2022 now
our client is declaring that that any
other Person does not have any
right over the said property, and
same has been finance by DMI,
Housing Finance Pvt. Ltd. Branch:
Rajender Nagar Uttar Pradesh.  If]
any person(s) have any objection(s)
or claim(s) with respect to the" right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained
[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA]
Advocate
F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432

490-ACS-C-KUMBHAWAS-TKJ Dated 20.12.2024

Name of work: - "Civil works, permanent way works including Earthwork in filling in
embankments and in cutting, supplying and spreading including compaction of
blanketing materials. supplying & putting of stone ballast, Extension of LHS, provision
of retaining walls etc, service buildings, provision high level platforms, provision of
drainage system, laying & linking of railway track/turn outs and all other permanent
way installations etc. all types of dismantling of existing buildings and existing P-Way
infrastructures and all other allied works etc. in C/W "Kumbhawas Yard Work in c/with
connectivity of DFC with Northern Railway" in the jurisdiction of Dy Chief Engineer/

PUBLIC NOTICE

Smt. Gurbir Sawhney Owner of the
Residential Dwelling Unit bearing no.
1311, on Ground floor, AWHO, Arun
vihar Sec 37 , Noida, , District
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P., Smt.
Gurbir Sawhney have lost Original
allotment letter and possession letter
of said property, for which complaint
lodged to the police. Therefore by
way of this public notice it is hereby
informed to the general public at
large that it any person/financial insti-
tution / government authority etc.
having any claim, charge , interest or
lien whatsoever with respect to the
said property on the basis of lost of
allotment letter and possession letter
, may notify to undersigned with doc-
umentary proof within 15 days from
the dated of this publication of notice,
failing which any such claim etc. shall
be deemed to be null and void ,
whereas title shall be deemed to be
clear , and Marketable without any
defect or encumbrance and free to
create equitable mortgagee.
RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
(ADVOCATE)
M-NO- 7252922875

Const./Tilak Bridge on Delhi-Rewari Section of Delhi Division."
The tender for the above subjected work which was scheduled to be opened on
15.01.2025 is being cancelled due to administrative reasons.

1* corrigendum Tender Notice No. 490-ACS-C-KUMBHAWAS-TKJ Dated 20.12.2024

SERVING GUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 34125

NEW DELHI
DATE: 3/1/2025

NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that Sh. Vimlesh Yadav who is the owner
of Residential Unit No. 3 on Upper Ground Floor, (Back LHS Portion),
Without Terrace Rights, Having Area Measuring 50 Sq. Yrds. i.e. 450 Sq.
Fts., in Built-Up Property Bearing No. 187, Total Land Area 200 Sq. Yrds. in
Part of Khasra No. 556, Situated at Greenview Apartment, Within the
Extended Lal Dora of Village Sultan Pur, Tehsil Mehrauli, New Delhi. Vide
Sale Deed executed by Mrs. Nilam w/o Mr. Pashupati Kumar Sah in favour
of Mrs. Vimlesh Yadav w/o Mr. Yashveer Singh Yadav in respect of the said
property, Regd. Vide Doc. No. 4755, Book No. 1, Vol. No. 2916 on pages 84
to 97, Regd. on 09.07.2019 at SRO - VA, Hauz Khas. That original (1) Sale
Deed executed by M/s Yash Construction through its Partners Mr. Yogesh
Gupta s/o Late Mr. Om Prakash and Mr. Sudhir Khattar s/o Mr. Sunder Lal
Khattar in favour of Mr. Mihir Kumar Das s/o Mr. N. C. Das in respect of the
said property, Regd. Vide Doc. No. 826, Book No. 1, Vol. No. 6950 on pages
42 to 49, Regd. on 23.01.2007 at SROV, New Delhi., and (2) Regd. Sale
Deed executed by Mr. Mihir Kumar Das s/o Mr. N. C. Das in favour of
Mrs.Nilam w/o Mr. Pashupati Kumar Sah in respect of the said property,
Regd. Vide Doc. No. 6469, Book No. 1, Vol. No. 1609 on pages 149 to 157,
Regd. on 30.11.2016 at SRO - VA, Hauz Khas. were lost on 01/01/2019 duly
reported to police as per police complaint dated 02/01/2025 in the police sta-
tion Crime Branch, Delhi bearing LR No: 2457363/2025. If anyone found the
same may return to undersigned and if the same is misused shall be at
his/her own risk. That my client intends to sell the said property to intending
purchaser who shall mortgage the said immovable property for her bonafide
requirements to Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd. Whosoever is having any
objection to the said mortgage or anyone has claim or right or interest in the
property shall contact the undersigned with the objection within 07 days fail-
ing which it shall be presumed that there stands no objections.

PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE

Office: L-27,GF, Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48

Enrl. No. D/721/02

Mob.: 9968006418

PUBLIC NOTICE

Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs. Sita
Sharma, Mrs. Neelima Sharma,
Mrs. Usha Arora, Ms. Reena alias
Reena Arora, Mrs. Priyanka Gaur,
Mrs. Divya Singh, Mr. OM Prakash
alias Om Prakash Gupta, Mrs.
Neema Adhikari are the owner of|
Freehold Residential One Flat at
Second Floor Right Side, upto ceil-
ing level only, Entire Third Floor,
with roof/terrace rights, area meas-
uring 100 Sq. Yds. i.e. 83.61 Sq.
Mtrs., One Flat at Second Floor|
Right Side, area measuring 100 sq.
yds., Built-Up on Portion of One Flat
on First Floor Left Side without roof
rights area measuring 100 sq. yds.,
One Flat on Upper Ground Floor|
without roof rights, area measuring
100 sq. yds., built on Property
Bearing No. F-11/750, area meas-
uring 100 Sq. Yds., arising out of
Khasra No. 305/212, situated in the
Village Shakarpur Khas, in the area
of Krishna Mandir Marg, Ganesh
Nagar-Il, Shakarpur lllaga
Shahdara, Delhi 110092. Initially
now our client is declaring that in
sale deed dated 03.11.2011 Mr.
Keshav Hasija S/o Mr. B.L. Hasija
executed deed in Favour of Mrs.
Veena Singh for Third Floor portion
rights hand side, whereas it was
incorrectly mentioned in this deed
since he has already sold out RHS
portion in the year 2008 and that
should be LHS portion therefore
any other Person does not have
any right over the said property, and
same property is be sold to Mr.
Pradeep Kumar Gupta which is
going to be financed by ICICI Home
Finance Co. Ltd. Branch: Gurgaon
Sector-29 Haryana. If any person(s)
have any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the' right, title or
interest in the Said Property then
contact us within 07 days from the
date of Publication of this notice and
or the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained
[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA]
Advocate
F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432




New Delhi, Saturday, 4 January 2025
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concerns Rise As Covid-Lie | Jeff Bezos' $500 million yacht faces surprise customs
raid while fiancée Lauren Sanchez sunbathes

HMPV Virus Spreads Across
Asia

World. As respiratory illnesses alarmingly increase in
China, there are complaints of congested hospitals
and overburdened healthcare systems. Health experts
are especially worried about the spread of the human
metapneumovirus (HMPV), a respiratory virus in
other parts of the region afflicting a number of Asian
countries.According to China's health authorities, the
virus is spreading across the northern regions of the
country. The Chinese Center for Disease Control and
Prevention has confirmed that northern China is the
worst affected. HMPYV, which can infect people of all
ages, is most common in children, raising further
public health concerns.Although social media reports
describe a critical situation, neither Chinese officials
nor the World Health Organization (WHO) has
declared a state of emergency at this stage.

No Vaccine Yet for Virus Discovered 20 Years Ago

The outbreak has heightened awareness about the need
for preventive measures, especially since no vaccine
exists for HMPV despite the virus being known for
nearly two decades.

Health experts are urging vigilance and adherence to
public health guidelines to limit the virus's spread.
The common people have been advised by the
authorities to wash their hands and wear masks and
other precautions.Authorities in all of Asia are
keeping a close watch on the flu outbreak and the
respiratory virus spread in China. Regions
surrounding China are implementing strict
monitoring measures. Hong Kong, for example, has
reported very few cases.Meanwhile, Japan's health
authorities are actively working to address the issue.
Following a significant influenza outbreak, Japan
reported thousands of cases nationwide, as reported
by local media on Saturday. According to Japan
Broadcasting Corporation, 94,259 flu patients were
reported in one week leading up to December 15th
across 5,000 hospitals and clinics throughout the
country. The total number of cases in Japan for the
current season has now reached 718,000.

Tahlequah, The Grieving
Orca, Loses Another Calf,
Carries Dead Body Around

World. In atragedy of Shakespearean proportions, an
orca who made headlines in 2018 after it carried her
dead calf for more than two weeks, has once again
lost her baby, according to a report in The Guardian.
The mother whale, known as J35 aka Tahlequah, was
seen with the new calf on December 20 but on
Wednesday (Jan 1), it could be photographed,
carrying the baby whale's carcass on her head."We
were able to confirm J35 had lost the calf and she was
pushing it around on her head," said Brad Hanson, a
research scientist with the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.The scientists were
initially hopeful that the calf, known as J61 would
survive, despite the health complications but the
situation turned pear-shaped quickly. As per the
researchers, whenever the calf appears to be sinking,
Tahlequah does a "high arch dive to go down" and
recovers the dead body. However, scientists are
unsure whether or not she's pushing it at that point or
grabbing it.

Notably, Tahlequah's first calf was born 14 years ago
and is still alive while her third was born in 2020 and
is also healthy. The two calves to die were both
female."The death of any calf in the [endangered
southern resident population] is a tremendous loss,
but the death of J61 is particularly devastating, not
just because she was a female, who could have one
day potentially led her own matriline but also given
the history of her mother J35 who has now lost two
out of four documented calves - both of which were
female," Washington state-based Center for Whale
Research.Also Read | Killer Whales Are Hunting
Whale Sharks And Scientists Have The Evidence
NowJ35 first shot to prominence in 2018 when she
pushed the body of her calf around the Salish Sea for
17 days. Experts suggest that carrying the dead calves
is most likely an expression of grief from the mother
killer whale. Since orcas have the same
neurotransmitters and hormones as humans, it is
highly plausible that their feelings highly resemble
that of us with grieving and mourning a central part of

With 2,42,334 newborn
habies in 2024, South Korea
records rise in birthrate
after nine years

SEOUL. The number of newborns in South Korea
increased last year for the first time in nine years,
according to government data released on Friday. This
marks a significant shift for a country facing one of the
world's lowest fertility rates, Yonhap News Agency
reported.Resident registration data from the ministry
of the interior revealed that 2,42,334 babies were born
in 2024, representing a 3.1 per cent rise compared to
the previous year. This is the first annual increase
following eight consecutive years of decline.

Meanwhile, the total number of registered population
stood at 51,217,221 last year, shrinking for five years
straight since 2020, Yonhap reported.Earlier on
December 24, South Korea officially entered the
category of a "super-aged" society, with individuals
aged 65 and older making up one-fifth of its
population, as per government data.South Korea's
ministry of interior and safety reported that 10.24
million people in the country are now aged 65 or
above, representing 20 per cent of South Korea's total
population of 51 million, CNN reported.The data also
revealed that women in this age group comprise
around 22 per cent of the female population, while
men aged 65 and older account for nearly 18 per cent
ofthe male population.

World. Jeff Bezos' luxurious $500 million
yacht, Koru, became the center of
unexpected drama when customs officers
conducted a surprise inspection near St.
Barts on New Year's Eve. While the
Amazon founder was notably absent, his
fiancée, Lauren Sanchez, turned heads as
she relaxed on deck, seemingly unfazed by
the intrusion.Photos captured by Page Six
showed Sanchez, clad in a chic Versace
bikini and wide-brimmed hat, smiling for
the cameras as uniformed customs officers
scoured the vessel. The inspection lasted
approximately three hours, with officers
methodically combing through the yacht
under the guidance of a stewardess.

Calm amid the storm

Sources confirmed the search was a routine
procedure, though it briefly disrupted the
yacht's otherwise opulent ambiance.
Séanchez, however, kept her cool, mingling
with friends, including her ex-boyfriend,
former NFL star Tony Gonzalez. Gonzalez,
who shares a 23-year-old son with Sanchez,

even took a dip in the ocean as officers
worked.hough the inspection created a
momentary buzz, the mood aboard
remained lighthearted. A stewardess was
spotted briefing Sanchez on the situation,
but the relaxed atmosphere suggested there
was little cause for concern.

—BarkJack (@BarkJack )

million New Year’s Eve wedding.
However, Bezos promptly debunked the
speculation, calling it “completely false” in
aposton X, formerly Twitter.

“This whole thing is completely false — none
of this is happening,” Bezos wrote. “The
old adage ‘don’t believe everything you
read’is even more true today than ever. Lies
can get ALL the way around the world
before the truth can get its pants on.”

Celebrity spotting in Aspen

Despite Bezos' denial, the Aspen festivities
were anything but low-key. Ivanka Trump
and Jared Kushner were spotted hand-in-
hand leaving Matsuhisa, a renowned sushi
hotspot tied to the wedding rumors.
Meanwhile, Yellowstone star Kevin
Costner mingled with guests, fresh off
sharing drinks with Jennifer Lopez at a

Awinter wonderland to high seas glamour

The yacht inspection followed a whirlwind
holiday season for Bezos and Sanchez. The
couple had recently been in Aspen,
Colorado, where their extravagant
celebrations sparked rumors of a $600

local bar. Whether on snowy slopes or sun-
soaked decks, Bezos and Sanchez have
managed to keep the spotlight firmly on
them, proving that life as a billionaire
couple is never dull—even when customs
come knocking.

Israel Confirms September Raid On
Syrian 'Underground Missile Factory'

Jerusalem. Israel's military revealed that
around 100 of its troops conducted a
raid in Syria in September last
year to dismantle an underground
missile factory allegedly funded
by Iran.

In a rare admission of its activities
in Syria, the military confirmed in
a statement that the September 8
operation targeted and "destroyed
an underground compound for
manufacturing precision
missiles" in the Masyaf area, near
Syria's Mediterranean coast,
Xinhua news agency reported.
The Israeli military claimed that
the facility housed "advanced
assembly lines designed to
manufacture precision-guided missiles
and long-range rockets." These
weapons, it said, would have

significantly bolstered supplies to
Hezbollah and other Iranian-backed

groups in the region. The operation
involved a coordinated assault by
helicopters, drones for intelligence
support, fighter jets, and naval vessels.
Israeli forces destroyed the facility,
seizing equipment, weapons, and

intelligence documents. These

materials were brought back to Israel
for further analysis. No Israeli
troops were injured in the raid.

The Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, a Britain-based war
monitor, reported in September
that the raid resulted in 27
fatalities. Since the onset of
Syria's civil war in 2011, Israel has
carried out numerous strikes in the
country, claiming to target
Iranian-linked sites and weapon
shipments to Hezbollah.

In December, Israeli troops entered
a United Nations-monitored

buffer zone in the Golan Heights and
seized Syrian territory in the area. The
move drew widespread international
condemnation. Israel described the
incursion as temporary and defensive.

10 Years After Attack, Charlie Hebdo
Is Uncowed And Still Provoking

Paris.French satirical newspaper Charlie
Hebdo is set to publish a special God-
mocking edition next week to mark 10
years since an attack on its offices by
jihadist gunmen that left eight staff
members dead.The anniversary of
the shocking attack on freedom of |
expression is being used by the
atheist publication to send a
message of defiance to the
extremists who burst into its offices
on January 7, 2015, then fled
shouting they had "killed Charlie
Hebdo"."They didn't kill Charlie
Hebdo," editor-in-chief Gerard
Biard told AFP in a recent interview,
adding that "we want it to last for a
thousand years". The attack by two
Paris-born brothers was revenge for
Charlie Hebdo's decision to
repeatedly publish caricatures
lampooning the Prophet Mohammed,
Islam's most revered figure.The
massacre of some of France's most
famous cartoonists signalled the start of
a gruesome series of Al-Qaeda and
Islamic State plots that claimed
hundreds of lives in France and western
Europe over the following years.Next
week's edition is set to feature the
results of a typically provocative
competition launched in November to

draw the "funniest and meanest"

depictions of God. It will be revealed on
Sunday evening.

It is intended for "everyone who is fed up
with living in a society directed by God

and religion. Everyone who is fed up
with the so-called good and evil.
Everyone who is fed up with religious
leaders dictating our lives".President
Emmanuel Macron and Paris Mayor
Anne Hidalgo will attend
commemoration events on Tuesday at
the location of the attack, as well as that
of a separate but linked assault on a
Jewish supermarket.Solidarity

The Charlie Hebdo killings profoundly
shocked France. The attack fuelled an
outpouring of sympathy expressed in a

wave of "Je Suis Charlie" ("I Am

Charlie") solidarity with its lost

contributors including famed

cartoonists Cabu, Charb, Honore,

Tignous and Wolinski.

But it also led to questioning and
insome cases a furious backlash
against Charlie's deliberately
offensive, often crude strain of
humour, part of a long-standing
French tradition of caricaturing.
Since its founding in 1970, it
has regularly tested the
boundaries of French hate-
speech laws, which offer
protection to minorities but
allow for blasphemy and the
mockery of religion.

ree-speech defenders in France
see the ability to criticise and

ridicule religion as a fundamental right
acquired through centuries of struggle
to escape the influence of the Catholic
Church.Critics say the weekly
sometimes crosses the line into
Islamophobia, pointing to some of the
Prophet Mohammed -caricatures
published in the past that appeared to
associate Islam with terrorism.The idea
is not to publish anything, it's to publish
everything that makes people doubt,
brings them to reflect, to ask questions.

New Orleans Attacker

Shamsud Din Jabbar Had

Remote IED Detonator In
His Truck: Biden

New Orleans Terror Attack. US President Joe Biden

revealed on Thursday that the New Orleans attacker
had a remote detonator in his vehicle. The detonator
was used to trigger Improvised Explosive Devices
(IEDs) placed in ice coolers in the French Quarter
before the attacker drove into a crowd on Bourbon
Street. The FBI has recovered the two IEDs, which
were hidden in the coolers, according to CNN.
"They've established that the attacker is the same
person who planted the explosives in those ice coolers
in two nearby locations in the French Quarter just a few
hours before he rammed into the crowd with his
vehicle. They assessed he had a remote detonator in his
vehicle to set off those two ice chests," Biden said.
Biden told reporters in the White House's East Room
that he plans to visit New Orleans. He also confirmed
that 15 people, including the attacker, died in the attack
on New Year's night. New Orleans Attacker’s ISIS

i

Connection The FBI has confirmed that the attacker
was an ISIS supporter. An ISIS flag was found in his
vehicle, and the suspect admitted his allegiance in
videos posted online.

President Joe Biden vowed to act against ISIS and

similar groups. "We are going to relentlessly pursue
ISIS and other terrorist organisations where they are,
and they will find no safe harbour here," he said.

On the potential link between the New Orleans attack

and the Las Vegas Cybertruck explosion, Biden said
investigations are ongoing but no evidence of a
connection has been found so far.

In Las Vegas, a Tesla Cybertruck exploded outside the

Trump International Hotel, killing one person and
injuring seven. Both vehicles in the incidents were
rented through the car rental platform 'Turo,'
prompting authorities to investigate possible links,
CNN reported.

Ahead Of Trump's Inauguration,

Washington. Three weeks ahead of Trump's

“I’ve always liked the visas, | have always

engineers and other tech workers. I

Debate On H1B Visas Intensifies

inauguration here on January 20, the debate
on foreign guest workers visas for highly
skilled professionals, the H-1B, has
intensified which has literally created
divisions in both the Democratic and the
Republican parties. Indians are the main
beneficiaries of the H-1B visas, which
bring in the best of the talent and brains
from across the world. Highly skilled
professionals from India walk away with
the overwhelming number of H-1B visas —
which is Congressional mandated 65,0000
every year and another 20,000 for those
who received higher education from the
US. President-elect Donald Trump, who
will be sworn in as the 47th President of the
United States on January 20 in front of the
US Capitol, has come out in support of the
H-1B, so has two of his close confidants,
Tesla owner Elon Musk and entrepreneur
Vivek Ramaswamy, both of whom have
been tasked to head the newly created
Department of Government Efficiency.

been in favour of the visas. That’s why we
have them,” Trump told the New York
Post over the weekend. I've always felt we
have to have the most competent people in
our country. We need competent people,
we need smart people coming into our
country, we need a lot of people coming
in. We're going to have jobs like we've
never had before," Trump told reporters at
a New Year’s Eve party hosted by him at
Mar-a-Lago. Both Musk and
Ramaswamy have argued that H-1B visas
are essential to attract the best of the talent,
as the US falls short in many of the
specialised fields. They have been joined
by Indian American Democratic
lawmakers including Ro Khanna, Raja
Krishnamoorthi and Shri Thanedar who
have come out in support of H-1B visas,
after a sudden backlash against it as soon as
Trump appointed Sriram Krishnan as his
Senior Policy Advisor for Artificial
Intelligence. Such a backlash initially

came from the supporters of Trump who
argued that this is eating away at the jobs of
Americans. Both Musk and Ramaswamy
immediately weighed in and supported the
H-1B visas. On Thursday, influential
Democratic Senator Bernie Sanders
asserted that the two close confidants of
Trump are wrong. “Elon Musk and a
number of other billionaire tech company
owners have argued that this federal
programme is vital to our economy because
of the scarcity of highly skilled American

disagree. "The main function of the H-
1B visa programme and other guest
worker initiatives is not to hire ‘the
best and the brightest’, but rather to
replace good-paying American jobs
with low-wage indentured servants
from abroad. The cheaper the labour
they hire, the more money the
billionaires make,” Sanders said on
Thursday. His own party colleague
Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi
disagreed on Monday. “The number one
competitive advantage America has is our
workforce. The H-1B programme attracts
the best and brightest talent from around
the world and strengthens that advantage as
we also invest in American workers,” he
told CNN as he supported Musk and
Ramaswamy in the debate. “The reason I’'m
in America along with so many critical
people who built SpaceX, Tesla, and
hundreds of other companies that made
America strong is because of H1B.
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: lllegal biomedical waste dumping: Is
Kerala aiding violator, asks NGT

CHENNAL The southern bench of the National
Cireen Tribunal (NGT) on Thursday questioned
the Keral a government as to whether it is
colluding with the alleged violator in the illegal
dumping of biomedical waste in Tamil Nadu
and directed the secretary of Kerala's
environment depariment to submit a detailed
report on the issue. The tribunal also directed
Tamil MNadu to enhance monitoring along the
border by setting up a dedicated task force to
track wvehicular movement.Criticising the
Kerala authorities for their failure to take
decisive action, the tribunal flagged inaction
and lack of accountability in addressing this
serious environmental and public health issue.

The bench, comprising Justice Pushpa
Sathyanarayana and expert member Satyagopal
Korlapati, expressed displeasure with the report
submitted by Kerala, which did not specify the
quantity of waste removed from the border
villages in Tamil MNadu’s Tirunelveli district.
The tribunal found Kerala's response
inadequate and vague Kerala State Pollution
Control Board (KSPCB} informed the tribunal
that it had issued a show-cause notice on
December 19, 2024, o the Regional Cancer
Centre, Credence Multispecialty Family
Hospital, and Leela Kovalam resort. However,
apart from Credence, none of the entities
responded, and the KSPCB failed to take any
further action.The counsel of Credence
Hospital, in its defence, stated that it had

Motorists shun CMCH paid
parking facility, say charges are
exorbitant

COIMBATORE. The paid parking facility
which was opened by the Coimbatore City
Municipal Corporation (CCMC) on Sunday
in front of the Coimbatore Medical College
Hospital (CMCH) on the Valankulam lake
bund has found very few users. Siaff
handling the facility said less than 20
motorists used it in the last three days.

Motorists said the charges are high and
vehicles continue to be on the road from
Lanka Corner up to Classic Tower junction.
Also, they slammed the CCMC, CMCH and
police saying the parking facility is seen as
means o generate income rather than
serving people. Speaking to on Thursday,
M Karthikeyan from Sulur, who had
brought his mother for a check-up after her
knee replacement surgery, said, “The
government-run hospital has barred entry of
private wvehicles, citing concerns like
vehicle theft and space constraints. This
forces visitors to park on the road. Soon
after, the police began penalising roadside
parking. When the situation escalated, the
corporation opened paid parking and started
enforcing its use."He added that many low-
income families, including him, rely on
bikes to bring sick family members for
treatment. *One department is closing its
parking while two others are forcing us to
pay for parking,” he said.V Ravikumaran, a
college student who has been staying in
CMCH to take care of his brother, said if he
uses the parking, it will cost around Rs 120
per day. It is not acceptable to force people
to pay for parking while treatment is free.
Mo other government hospitals are lacking
in parking.

PFA decries drive
to relocate dogs
in Bhubaneshwar

BHUBANESWAR. The ongoing
drive to capture and relocate street
dogs in the state capital for Pravasi
Bharativa Divas (PBD) is a
violation of Supreme Court
guidelines and will result in more
dog bite cases, alleged People for
Animals (PFA) on Thursday. The
state chapter of the animal welfare
organisation has sought immediate
intervention of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi and the
Housing and Urban Development
department to hali the drive.

PFA Odisha secretary Jiban Ballav
Das alleged that ahead of the PBD
conclave, the BMC has launched a
mass relocation of community dogs
in which the canines are being lifted
from one location and dropped in
another place.

“Dogs are territorial animals. Shifting
them from their own places causes
territorial fights and makes them
more aggressive, This results in
attacks on humans and a rise in dog
hite cases,” Das said. The relocation
also contravenes the animal
protection laws and verdict of the
Supreme Court and violates BNS
325 and section 11 of Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act, he
said.“While the number of dog bite
cases in the city had increased io
around 120 a month at a point of
time, this exercise may aggravate
the situation further,” Das said.

The PFA Odisha members demanded
the dogs lified for sterilisation
under animal birth control drive
must be released at the same place.
Besides, they also demanded that
more dogs should be sterilised and
appropriate care should be given to
them at such facilities.Mayor
Sulochana Das, however, refuted
the allegations and said neither they
are carrying oul any drive 1o
relocate street dogs ahead of PBD
convention, nor there is any such
direction from the government.

The lifting of dogs from streets to the
canine shelters at present is because
of the grievances we are receiving
from different areas. In a recent
case, a canine was lifled from V55
Magar area of ward no 11, where
people alleged that the dog had
attacked at least 10 persons,.

handed over its biomedical waste to IMAGE,
the only agency authorised to handle such waste
in Kerala. The hospital argued that it could not
be held liable for any illegal dumping. The
tribunal expressed surprise and concern that
IMAGE, despite being an alleged violator, had
participated in a high-level meeting chaired by
the Kerala Chief Secretary on December
19.The bench questioned whether the state
government was colluding with IMAGE and
criticised the authorities for not issuing a show-
cause notice 1o IMAGE despite its alleged
involvement in the violations. It suggested that
Kerala consider entering into agreements with
authorised waste managemenl agencies in

Capital ready to host 63rd Kerala State School Arts Festival

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. The capital is all
set to transform into a vibrant hub of arts,
culture, and youthful energy as the 63rd Kerala
State School Arts Festival unfolds this
Saturday.Celebrated as one of Asia’s largest
cultural extravaganzas for students, the
festivities will commence at % am at the Central
Stadium, with the director of public education
hoisting the flag. The official inauguration, led
by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, will take
place at the Central Stadium {MT-Nila) venue at
10 am. Students from Wayanad's Vellarmala
School will perform at the inaugural ceremony.

The Sanskrit Festival will take place at the
Government Model HSS and LPS, Thycaud,
while the Arabic Festival will be held at Sishu
Kshema Hall and Government Model HSS,
Thycaud. The events will include seminars,
exhibitions, and cultural programmes.

General Education Minister ¥V Sivankutty will
preside over the event. Ministers, including G R
Anil, K Rajan, A K Sascendran and others, will

Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, rather than relying
solely on a single agency, to ensure better
accountability. The bench said issuing show-
cause notices alone was insufficient and that
authorities must ensure the matter is resolved
comprehensively. It observed that the timeline
for revoking the consent to operate had expired,
allowing violators to continue their activities
without any hindrance. The tribunal suggested
that authorities could have temporarily halted
operations of entities such as holiday resorts
involved in the wviolations uniil a proper
investigation was completed. The tribunal
noted that the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) was earlier directed 1o drafi.

with comprehensive information about the
facilities like accommodation, registration
centres, dining, venue locations, contact
numbers of nodal officers, and more. It also
offers access to the festival brochure and
official notices.Minister 'V Sivankutty
launched the system by handing it over to
organising committee chairman and Minister
G R Anil.Competitions will be held across 25
venues, all named after major rivers in the
state, with the Central Stadium serving as the
main hub. The events will be telecast live on
the KITE Victers channel, while real-time
updates and results will be displayed digitally
near the venues, ‘Utsavam’, the KITE mobile
app on Play Store, will provide live updates. The
Golden Cup procession that kicked off in
Kasaragod will reach Thirovananthapuram on
Friday.Sivankutty will formally receive the
pold cup, weighing 117.5 sovereigns, at PMG
Junction at 5 pm. The procession will then
proceed to the Central Stadium.

Soon, Karnataka government to
issue smart cards for Shakti

scheme
BENGALURL. To streamline the Shakti
scheme, the state government will issue
smart cards to beneficiaries soon, As of now,
as the scheme is applicable only for
residents of Kamataka, women need to
produce identity cards with their local
addresses and after verification, conductors
issue zero tickets. The smart cards with
photo will be issued after the beneficiaries
submit their local domicile proof.One of the
major complaints by conductors was that
they had to verify ID proofs of every women
passenger before issuing zero tickets under
the Shakti scheme, which is time
consuming. Also, there are incidents of
clashes between women passengers and
conductors over ID cards and there are
instances where women, who are not
residents of Karataka, are also irying to
avail the free scheme, said sources from the
bus corporation.In peak hours, as
conductors have to issue tickets to all
passengers before the bus enters the next
stage (after which the tariffs change), they
have to halt the vehicle for a few minutes
and then proceed resulting in delays, As the
verification of the local domicile will be

participate as chief guests. The inauguration

will feature a cultural performance
choreographed to the festival's theme song,
with contributions from students of
Kalakshetra and public schools.Students from
Vellarmala GHSS, Wavanad, will present a
group dance., Following the inaugural
ceremony, the first competition - Mohiniyattam
for high school girls - will begin at Central
Stadium, the primary venue.A QR code system
has been introduced to provide participants

o s o O udaaiCall for starting Kochi Metro services early
following rise in commuter patronage

BARIPADA. Taunting elephants proved costly for a

group of villagers in Mayurbhanj after an irritated tusker

trampled a man and injured two others in Badasahi area
on Thursday afternoon, triggering panic as well as ” - . :
ten.qinn.The}Enciderul nccuna%:lgwheﬁ 1113113 locals teased a KOCHI. With Kochi Metro turmng out
herd of elephants despite repeated warnings from the to be a popular transportation mgde,
Forest department to stay away. The tragedy unfolded demands have ansen from  various

am), Tatanagar Express (18190; 7.15
am), and Dhanbad Express (13352 7.25
am) depart from the Ernakulam

Tripunithura Rajanagari Union of
Residents Associations.When
contacted, Kochi Metro sources said,

done before issuing the cards, this will make
conductors’ work easier and also give a clear
picture on the total beneficiaries, the sources
said.Since June 11, 2023, when the Shakti
scheme was launched, till December last
year, a whopping 3536 crore women have
travelled under the scheme. The zero-ticket
value of passengers stood at Rs 8,598 crore.
Speaking to , Transport Minister Ramalinga
Reddy said, “The Shakti scheme has
received overwhelming response  from
women. With this scheme, not only women
ridership, but the overall ridership in all four
bus corporations-- the Karnataka State Road
Transport Corporation {KSRTC), Kalyana
Karnataka Road Transport Corporation
(KKRTC), Morth West Kamataka.

Builders in Telangana struggle as
property market signals slowdown

KARIMNAGAR. Newly constructed
apartments and independent houses in areas
like Alkapuri, Satavahana University, Bank
Colony, and Theegalaguttapally in the
erstwhile Karimnagar district remain
unoceupied due to alack of buyers. Builders
are finding it difficult to repay bank loans
amid the slowdown in the real estate market.

The slowdown has been posing serious
challenges for realtors and builders.
Customers are increasingly reluctant 1o
invest in properties, including land and
buildings. Land prices have remained
stagnant, showing no increase and decrease
in rates, with no substantial transactions.

R Sampath, a local realtor, said, “Since
August, there have been no major
transactions or land sales. The number of
sale deed registrations has dropped to 10-15
per day, compared to 70-90 during the
market’s peak at the Karimnagar sub-
registrar office.”"Document writers are also
struggling with reduced work. Speaking 1o
TNIE, G Kumar, a document writer, noted:
“l have been mostly idle over the past
month, preparing only one or two
documents a day."However some builders
are thriving despite the slowdown. Krishna
Chaitanya, a licensed builder, stated, “All
flats in a recently constructed apartment
near Reddy Function Hall.

around 2.30 pm when a group of villagers approached
the herd and began pelting stones at the elephants.
Angered by the provocation, a tusker charged at the
crowd, and caught Dillip Singh and two others who
failed 1o escape in time. According to forest officials, the
herd of 43 elephants including calves and females had
entered the Badashai section under Baripada forest
range early Thursday after spending four days in Udala
range. To ensure public safety, the Forest department had
issued warnings through loudspeaker announcemenits,
urging residents to avoid the area.Despite these efforts,
hundreds of villagers gathered to witness the elephants
and began harassing the animals. Forest personnel on-
site repeatedly appealed to the crowd to maintain a safe
distance, but their warnings were ignored. A tusker
charged at the crowd after being hit by stones, leading to
this unfortunate incident.The deceased, 35-year-old
Dillip Singh of Dhanpota village was trampled to death
on the spot. The injured, also residents of Dhanpota,
were rushed to Pandit Raghunath Murmu Medical
College and Hospital in Baripada as their condition
deteriorated. The  herd, reportedly migrating  from
Jharkhand, has been creating havoc in Baripada,
Rasgovindpur, Suliapada, Udala and Betnoti ranges for
maonths, crossing state borders from Jharkhand to West
Bengal and into Odisha, Divisional forest officer.A Uma
Mahesh directed forest rangers to provide compensation
to Dillip’s family. Police registered a case of unnatural
death and seized the body for postmortem. Following the
incident, fear has gripped residents of Dhanpota and
nearby villages as the elephant herd continues.

quarters to start the services early, which
would facilitate a lot of rail commuters
heading 1o Ernakulam Junction railway
station early in the morning.Currently,
metro services start at 6 am on
weekdays, while the first trains from
Aluva and Tripunithura stations (both
directions) on Sundays depart only at
T:30am.™

We request the metro authorities to start

the services al 4.45 am so that long-
distance commuters could caich the
early morning trains to both directions
{Thiruvananthapuram and Thrissur)
from Ernakulam South station
(Ernakulam Junction railway
station). They could easily operate one
or two services before 6 am, when the
regular services now start. The
frequency of services doesn’t matter
here,” said Paul K J Manvettom,
president, All Kerala Railway
Passengers Association.

A number of trains, including Intercity

Express (16341; 515 am), Kannur
Express (16305; 6 am), Ernakulam-
Kottayam-Kollam Memu (6 am),
Guruvayur Fast Passenger (56370; 6.10

Junction railway station, he said.”A lot
of regular commuters are currently
affected by the lack of public transport
facilities early in the morning. Earlier,
private buses used to operate early
moming trips from Tripunithura region
and all.Now after the coming up of
Kochi Metro, they have stopped the
trips, but the metro services will start al
& am only. A lot of commuters travel in
the Intercity Express at 5.20 am. Hence,
running one or two trips would turn out
to be heneficial for a number of
passengers,” said V C Jayendran,
secretary of Tripunithura Rajanagari
Union of Residents Associations.
However, Paul Manvettom pointed out
that there is no need for services at the
usual frequency of & minutes 30 second
and that one or two trips would suffice.
after the coming up of Kochi Metro, they
have stopped the trips, but the metro
services will stari at 6 am only. A lot of
commuters travel in the Intercity
Express at 5.20 am. Hence, running one
or two trips would twrn out 1o be
beneficial for a number of passengers,”
said VO Javendran, secretary of

the KMREL had earlier conducted a study
on the commuter patronage for the early
morning trips and the oulcome wasn’t
much encouraging.

However, Paul Manvettom pointed out
that there is no need for services al the
usual frequency of & minutes 30 second
and that one or two trips would
suffice. Meanwhile, All Kerala Railway
Passengers Association has submitted a
memorandum 1o the Railways 1o
coordinate with the KMRL and
construct foot overbridges (FoBs) at
three metro stations — Tripunithura,
Ernakulam South and Ernakulam
North.“Now that the metro is operating
from near Tripunithura railway station,
we have also demanded stops for more
trains there. This would facilitate
commuters in reaching the destinations
in the city quickly. Many of the trains
now halt in between Tripunithura and
Ernakulam South/Morth stations, due 1o
traffic congestion. Also we request the
metro authorities w0 provide a 30%
discount in ticket rates instead of the
current 20% to woo more passenger
patronage,” Manvettom said.

Mocha Muse: Soft warm brown shade on the demure side

KOCHI. As we step into 2025, the canvas of Before Pantone announced the colour, the

or wide-legged trousers, complemented by

our wardrobes remains open, ready o be
filled with new inspirations, And one colour
promises to define the year ahead,
Pantone’s Colour of the Year — mocha
mousse.A sofi, warm brown, the shade is
more on the demure side. “With its
sophisticaied, earthy elegance, mocha
mousse can stand alone or serve as a
versatile foundation, enhancing a wide
range of paleties and applications — from
minimalist to richly detailed designs,” says
US based Pantone, Colour Institute.

Mocha mousse is a progression of last vear's
colour of the vear, peach fuzz, which
reflected the need for comfort and cosiness.
According to Leatrice Eiseman, executive
director of Pantone Colour Institute, the
shade “expresses a level of thoughtful
indulgence. Sophisticated and lush, yet at
the same time, an unpretentious classic.™

fashion world was abuzz with predictions
about which way its colour wheel would
turn. Many experts anticipated shades of
blue, green, and even black o make the
final cut —though black had never been
selected by Pantone before.Others leaned
toward earthy lones, particularly shades of
brown, as the growing appreciation for
nature and the resurgence of the *70s style
hinted at a shift toward grounded
aesthetics.Pantone’s choice comes at a time
of significant political twrmoil, and as the
institute’s vice president Laurie Pressman
explains, the selection of colours is driven
by “what's taking place in the world,
expressed through the silent language of
colour. Mocha mousse is a colour that
highlights the need for harmony."However,
the announcement sparked mixed reactions
— some embraced it, while others

dismissed the brown as too ordinary.
However, fashion stylist Zoya Joy argues
that brown ofien gets overlooked as a

luxurious colour."Brown is seen as
common, never quite associated with
luxury, Yet, this shade radiates class and
sophistication, offering timeless elegance.”
The shade is minimal and rich, she says. For
those who prefer understated styles, experts
suggest pairing a simple mocha midi dress

a crisp white shirt or a cosy and chunky
cream sweater. To up the lux game, Zoyva
suggests pairing a white Victorian top with
fit and flare dress, gold jewellery, stiletios,
and a bag. And for that extra brown ocomph,
a brown jumper paired with faux leather
trousers, a trench coal, accessorised with
gold jewellery and boots."Brown is not
tricky to style. Whether casual, formal or
as a party wear, it works effortlessly. A sea
blue top and a brown plaid skirt, with a
saddle bag and boots will create a stylish,
eye-caiching look. For evening wear, a
strappy dress in mocha mousse, accented
with metallic accessories and a clutch, s
sure to turn heads,” says Zova.Prescila
Joseph Chungath, designer and founder of
Ektha, believes Mocha Mousse is a
flattering shade that complements all skin
tones.
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MSP & policy
alternatives for a
fragile sector

THREE farm laws enacted by Parliament for
improvement in the agricultural marketing system
led to the eruption of farmers’ protests in August
2020. After prolonged agitation, the government
repealed these laws in November 2021, but the
farmers have once again resumed the protest,
alleging that the government has failed to fulfil
their demands, including that of a guaranteed
minimum support price (MSP) for all crops.

Declining agricultural incomes, rising production
costs and shrinking employment opportunities
have exacerbated the Indian agricultural crisis. It
is impacting small and marginal farmers and
agricultural labourers disproportionately. For
millions of farmers, MSP is a beacon of hope,
promising a reasonable return on their toil.

The high-level committee constituted by the
Supreme Court of India, while sounding an alarm
over the country’s agricultural crisis, has echoed
the sentiments of the protesting farmers in
recommending a loan waiver for farmers and the
legal recognition of MSP to protect their income.

Historically, the MSP was introduced in 1965-66 to
achieve increased foodgrain production by
encouraging the adoption of high-yielding
varieties of wheat and rice. It is an administered
price of agricultural produce fixed by the Union
Government for its purchase from farmers for the
public distribution system (PDS) and to ensure
that they get a reasonable margin on the cost of
production. It also protects the farmers against a
distress sale due to a drop in output prices during
gluts.However, more than 60 per cent of India’s
population relies primarily on agriculture for its
livelihood despite the sector contributing less than
20 per cent to the nation’s economic output.
Unfortunately, the underlying core issues of the
agricultural crisis have been pushed under the
carpet due to the farmers’ protests for a legally
binding MSP.A legally binding MSP is necessary
to make farming a more stable and successful
business as no one will be able to purchase farm
produce below this price, and doing so would be
punishable by law.

The Standing Committee of Parliament on
Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Food
Processing has also recently recommended the
implementation of legally binding MSP for (a)
safeguarding farmers’ livelihoods, promoting
rural economic growth, and enhancing national
food security; (b) stimulating economic activity in
these areas and benefiting local businesses and
economies; and (c) providing an assured income to
farmers to encourage them to invest in agricultural
practices, potentially increasing farm productivity
and sustainability. However, the MSP is only a part
of the problem and farmers will still be struggling
for optimum income due to small-sized and highly
fragmented landholdings, increasing production
costs, lack of demand-driven production and
depleting natural resources, namely soil health and

water, including groundwater. A

EDITORIAL

THE SIKH TIMES (6

Close ranks to fortify the republic

The collective will of people is needed to safeguard India’s interests

WITH the onset of the year in which the Indian

republic will celebrate 75 years of its establishment,
the fervent hope of the majority of its citizens is for
social peace and harmony. This can only be achieved
if there is a realisation that the path to right the
‘wrongs of history’ lies through cementing a
common nationhood that is respectful of the
traditions and faiths of all Indians. That acceptance
and respect are also the premise and promise of the
republic’s foundational principle, so eloquently
expressed in the Constitution.A deviation from this
basic constitutional proposition will
damage India’s capability to
successfully navigate the enormous
strategic challenges that are growing
because of the technological changes
underway in a turbulent global
environment. The regional situation,
too, presents difficulties that can be
ignored only at the peril of hurting
national interests. And, for India, the
key country connecting its regional
and global challenges is |
China.China’s threat goes far beyond
the border issue. A process of
‘normalising’ the relationship, which
was acutely impaired by China’s
actions in eastern Ladakh in the
summer of 2020, may now have
begun. The Ministry of External
Affairs’ readout of the Narendra
Modi-Xi Jinping meeting on the sidelines of the
BRICS summit in October last year noted, “The two
leaders affirmed that stable, predictable and
amicable bilateral relations between India and
China, as two neighbours and the two largest nations
on earth, will have a positive impact on regional and
global peace and prosperity. It will also contribute to
amultipolar Asia and a multipolar world”. However,
whatever China may agree to during formal summit-
level meetings, it is working for, at least, a bipolar
world order and is assiduously seeking a unipolar
Asia in which its power and influence prevail. And,
the backbone of both these quests lie not only in its
economic success and growing military power but
also its undoubted and deep advances in the areas of
science and high technology.

In 2018, Tim Cook, CEO of Apple, had said, “The

popular conception is that companies come to China
because of low labour costs. I’m not sure what part

country aspiring to become ‘Viksit’

Despite its appeal to the farmers, the guaranteed
MSP may incentivise them to produce more
without paying attention to the market demand and
may increase the expenditure of the government
and divert funds away from other crucial
investments. The purchase of the surplus produce
beyond the need for buffer stocks will lead to its
offloading to the general public at a discount or
losses during storage, causing a financial loss.

Further, the MSP also got tied up in the web of vote-
bank politics to garner public support during the
recent elections in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh. These states fixed prices higher
than the MSP fixed by the Union Government.
Accordingly, apart from a guaranteed MSP, a
comprehensive policy to address these concurrent
concerns is required to put the agricultural sector
back on the high growth path.A new policy
alternative may be to provide a region-specific

(developed) by 2047 has a job to do right now
— protect its children from traffickers and
middlemen. Otherwise, these kids — the
nation’s future would be left
psychologically scarred for life. A horrifying
case has been reported from Punjab’s
Kapurthala district. Eleven children, now
rescued by the police, were made to work on a
potato farm as enslaved labourers. Two agents
who allegedly trafficked the children from
Bihar are also accused of sexually abusing one
ofthem and pushing her into prostitution.

The incident has come to light days after a
businessman running a packaging company in
Mabharashtra’s Thane district was booked for
allegedly making children work as labourers.

Unfortunately, kids remain vulnerable to exploitation
even though there are myriad laws aimed at ensuring

rather than a pan-India universal MSP.

deterrence.

The Child and Adolescent Labour

of China they go to, but the truth is that China
stopped being the low-labour-cost country years
ago. And that is not the reason to come to China from
a supply point of view. The reason is because of the
skill, and the quantity of skill in one location and the
type of skill...” He went on to say that the products
that were Apple’s requirement needed advanced
tooling capable of working with state-of-the-art
material. He added, “That tooling skill is very deep
here. In the US, you could have a meeting of tooling
engineers and I’m not sure we could fill the room. In

China, you could fill multiple football fields...”
That was over six years ago. China’s drive to develop
human capital in the areas of frontier manufacturing
continues relentlessly. It is, however, not satisfied
with becoming the factory of the world. It is now
seeking to reach US and Western European levels in
design and innovation in large frontier technology
sectors, including artificial intelligence (AI).Till
recently, it was commonly and correctly believed
that in A, the US excelled in ‘technical innovation’
while Chinese companies were competent at
‘application innovation’. There was generally a gap
of one or two years before the application occurred.
However, the Chinese are now realising that there is
a fundamental difference between ‘technical
innovation’ and thereafter applying it. Hence,
Chinese companies like DeepSeek have come up;
they are going rapidly ahead in ‘technical
innovation’. They do not wish to be followers

Children in peril

Kapurthala trafficking case a wake-up call

(Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986, prohibits the
employment of children below 14 years in any
occupation; those in the age group of 14 to 18 years

O Navigating Bangladesh’s internal strife & external pressures

anymore. This will pose a challenge to US
supremacy in Al, which is destined to change the
world. The US will pose impediments in China’s
path, but will it succeed? It is difficult to predict how
deep and extensive will be the transformation of
individual lives and international power equations,
but it is certain that this will happen, and that too
early.Where does India stand in all this and other
frontier and emerging areas of science and
technology (S&T)? The truth is that while India’s
economic growth has led it to become the fifth
largest global economy, there is a wide
and perhaps growing gap in S&T not only
with the West but also with China.

Jawaharlal Nehru was acutely aware that

European domination of the world,

beginning with the 18th and 19th

centuries that led to all the horrors of
colonialism in Asia, Africa and South

America, had occurred because of its

Industrial Revolution. Hence, his

determination that India should catch up

in S&T, both in terms of human capital
and industrialisation. In this context, it is
good to become aware of the advances

Indians had made in S&T in ancient times

and convey that to the world, but is that

really the path to becoming a strong and

powerful country — a genuine pole in a

multipolar world?The answer is obvious.

All the digging out of glories from our
ancient past, which was ravaged by invaders, will
not help us meet the challenges of today. They may
satisfy emotional urges of certain sections of the
people, and their long-standing feelings of hurt and
anguish may be addressed too, but they will not
address the strategic threat that the country faces
from China. In the current year and beyond, China’s
involvement in India’s immediate neighbourhood
will only increase. Its intrusion in India’s western
neighbourhood, substantial for decades, will
continue. The situation in Bangladesh is ripe for its
pernicious intervention and it will increase its
presence in the Indian Ocean Region.

In such circumstances, it is the collective will of
cohesive people — shedding prejudices, not
dwelling on the past but taking India forward to
become a leader in S&T innovation and applications
and strong in defence — that is needed to safeguard

India’s interests.

cannot be forced to work in hazardous
occupations where their health and safety are
at risk. The Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act and the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences Act have
strict provisions as well, but enforcement
leaves a lot to be desired.Timely response to
complaints about child labour holds the key to
curbing this scourge. Synergy between Central
and state governments — and among the states
too — is another prerequisite. In many cases,
it’s poverty that drives parents to take
desperate measures. They force their kids into
labour to support the family; this not only
disrupts the children’s studies but also exposes
them to the big, bad world. Targeted welfare
schemes must go hand in hand with efforts to
strengthen the justice delivery system. Let no one’s
childhood be ruined, for that would be a great loss to the

entire nation.

While India should not get involved in the internal affairs of Bangladesh, it should continue to provide Hasina asylum.

DESPITE facing a strange and virtual US-China
alliance during its birth in 1971, Bangladesh has had
a record of rapid economic growth in recent years.
Also, notwithstanding the uncertainties and frequent
natural disasters since its independence in 1971, it
has witnessed a robust economic growth and poverty
reduction. One of the world’s poorest nations at
birth, it reached the lower-middle income status in
2015.

In the meantime, its former PM Sheikh Hasina has
recently sought refuge in India after being threatened
with arrest by the local “authorities”, headed by an
interim administration led by a US-educated
agriculturist and Nobel Prize recipient, Muhammad
Yunus. Yunus and the Bangladesh Grameen Bank
were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006, for
their work to “create economic and social
development from below.” Established in 1983, the
bank’s objective has been to grant poor people small
loans on easy terms, also known as ‘micro-credit’.

Sheikh Hasina, now living in exile in India, has seen
her father Sheikh Mujibur Rahman killed in a bloody
military coup in 1975. He had led his people to
freedom and democratic rule in 1971. Both the US
and China appear to have had a distrust and dislike
for Sheikh Mujib and his daughter.

Hasina, who was naturally friendly to India, had faced
the none-too-friendly feelings displayed by the then
blossoming anti-Sovietalliance of the US and China.
She was succeeded by regimes not exactly friendly
to India. Things, however, changed with time. If
Sheikh Mujib faced US and Chinese hostility in the
1970s, his daughter and successor appears to be
facing a similar situation today. Today, the US and
China are not exactly the best of friends, as they were

inthe early 1970s.

Despite facing a US-China opposition,
Hasina has had a track record of
commitment to her country’s strategic
autonomy, economic growth and
secularism. She has also not forgotten
India’s role in the liberation of her
country from Pakistani military
excesses.Bangladesh is now facing a
situation where the US-backed Yunus has
become a key player in the country’s
leadership. It is no secret that Yunus has
strong pro-American leanings, which
have helped in him being appointed head
of the Bangladesh government
recently.Interestingly, Hasina’s ouster
evidently has the backing not only the
Biden administration but also its rival
China. What is also interesting is that
both China and the US appear to share
identical views on the appointment of
Yunus as her successor. It needs to be
borne in mind that Yunus has high political
ambitions.There is no doubt that a concerted effort
has been made, including by the US and China, to
discredit Hasina. This effort ignores the economic
progress that Bangladesh achieved in the years when
Hasina headed the government. Moreover, it is for
the people of Bangladesh, and not foreign powers, to
both determine its leadership or undermine an
elected government.

Bangladesh is the largest development partner of India
today. New Delhi has provided it three lines of credit,
amounting to $8 billion, for the modernisation and
development of such sectors as shipping, ports, roads

and railways.China and Pakistan are, by all accounts,
determined to curb and limit India’s influence across
the Indian Ocean, through which oil supplies flow
from the Strait of Hormuz to the Strait of Malacca
and beyond.As the Trump administration assumes
charge, India must hold a comprehensive dialogue
with the US and other like-minded countries across
the Indo-Pacific region. This is needed to ensure the
security of its sea lines of communication. India is,
meanwhile, developing its maritime capabilities in
weapons systems, ranging from aircraft carriers and
warships to missile power. This enables it to
cooperate with the US, Japan and other like-minded

countries, as also, most importantly,
countries in the Persian Gulf.

Insecurity and instability across this
region can have serious implications
for global energy supplies. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s interest in
this region is evident from his recent
visit to Kuwait.

Looking back, it was the budding
Nixon-Mao-General Yahya Khan
alliance of the US, Pakistan and China
in 1971 that led to a virtual genocide in
Bangladesh and the flow of an
estimated 10 million refugees from
the then East Pakistan into India. It
was Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who led
the freedom struggle of Bangladesh.
One also recalls that the then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi had no interest

. in keeping the Indian forces deployed

indefinitely in Bangladesh. She was,
however, shocked at the brutal
assassination of Sheikh Mujib.

Things have moved on significantly since then, but
India would need to obtain US support to contain a
possible Chinese thrust into Bangladesh. China has
recently strengthened access to the Bay of Bengal at
the Kyaukphyu deep sea port in Myanmar.While
India should not get involved in the internal affairs of
Bangladesh, it should continue to provide Hasina
asylum. It should work with the US and others to see
that Bangladesh strengthens its democratic
institutions and holds free and fair elections in which
Hasina and her party men are also free to participate.
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Love plants, but not
sure if you can
maintain them with
ease? Ashok kumar
mundetiya tells you
how to add an extra
edge to your balcony
garden and interiors
this season...

The glory of gardening: hands in the dirt,
head in the sun, heart with nature. To
nurture a garden is to feed not just on the
body, but the soul

With space being a rarity these days, it is
difficult to dream of a garden space —
more so, if you are staying in a small
apartment. But fear not! For terrace
garden — big or small — is a wonderful
way to add colour to your otherwise dull
life. You can just sit there, listen to music,
read books or simply pull up a couch to lie
down and soak in the natural beauty. Low
space in mefros and big cities has also
compelled plant lovers to grow vegetables
on their balconies. It is not only a great
stress-buster, but the benefits of
consuming home-grown vegetables also
compensate for the time spent on pruning
it. But wait... Before you start painting
your house green, a few things should be
taken into account, because no matter how
much you care, vour plants aren't going to
thrive if vou are ignorant of their specific
needs. CT provides the basic guidelines to
beginners...

Know your plants

Before adding a plant to vour potted
collection, it is advisable to ask an expert
at a nursery about the conditions the plant
needs. "It's usually much easier to grow
planis that do well in vyour region,
temperature and soil. For instance, don't
iry to grow a flower like a rose — which
requires six hours in the sun — on a porch
that gets sunlight only for an hour in the
morning. While it's important to maintain
a steady temperature for indoor plants, a
terrace garden needs adequate sunlight.
Again, if you notice your plant becoming
thin and reaching out toward the light, it
needs to be closer to sunshine,” informs
AB Karmakar, executive/ administrator
tor The Globe Nursery on Lindsay Street,

Maintenance of indoor
plants

- Most indoor plants do best in partial
shade, which works out well since indoor
arcas don't usually get direct sunlight.
Keep this in mind before you decide to put
a potted plant in a place where it will get
hours of direct sunlight; you may end up
exposing

it fortoo long.

- One must select the right size of the pots.
For indoor plants, go for pots either 4
inches or 6 inches in size. Allow enough
space for the roots to grow, Make sure the
pots are light and strong, so as to hold the
plant for a long time.

- Place plastic saucers under the pots to
avoid soil and water spillage.

- Ficus Elastica, Areca Palm, a variety of
philodendron or dracaena are best suited
for indoors. These plants can do without
sunlight for 7-10 days with minimum

requirement of water.

Water the plants carefully

"Water the plants as and when required.
Many first-time gardeners or potted plant
owners water plants more than necessary,
believing that the more water the plant
gets, the better they grow. While it holds
true for certain plants, it can kill others,”
suggests Dr SL Rahman, consultant at
Agri-Horticultural Society of India.
Kitchen garden in pots

- If you thought a kitchen garden only
works in bigger houses, you are highly
mistaken. Get creative. Don't throw away
buckets, containers etc. Use them along
with hanging baskets for smaller plants.
You can even grow vegetables in the little
balcony of vour apartment.

- Do not use soil from the garden. It can
be filled with weed seeds, insects, and
fungal diseases. It is better and easier to
buy readyrrmde poiting soil (a mixture
comprising clay, bone dust,
vermicompost, neem cake and mustard
cake) from the local nursery. Youcan also
go for coco peat, which are made from
coconut husks and is a medium for
growing plants.

- Get various seedlings from the nursery.
Remove the plants from its nursery
container. Never pull a plant out by its
stemn, If it is stuck, tap the sides of the pot
to loosen it. Gently tease the ends of the
roots free before planting it in the bigger
pot.

- For the proper growth of vegetables in
your balcony, the pot size should be
between 8-10 inches.

- Make one or more drain holes in the pot.
Place small chips right over them so that
they don't clog and excess water can pass
through.

- Do not pile soil on top of the plant: make
sure the stem is completely above the
surface. Leave about an inch between the
soil surface and the rim of the pot.

- All vegetable plants need constant
moisture, Some plants need water on a
daily basis.

Veggies for beginners

Coriander: How many times did vou get
sad looking at half-dried coriander leaves
(dhania) in the market? Coriander is
something that is used in everyday
cuisine to spice it up. And that makes ita
must-grow for every kitchen garden. The
seed is technically a fruit containing two
seeds in it. When split, it increases the
germination rate since it scarifies the
seed. Take a tray with potting mix filled
up to half inch from the top. Then make
rows by drawing a line with your index
finger or a stick. Simply sow the split
coriander seeds in each row. Once done,
water them and wait! It starts
germinating between 5-7 days.

Potatoes: Plant potatoes during late
February and March. When the green
shoots begin to appear above the soil,
cover them with more compost. You only
need remember to water them. After 1010
20weeks, dig around in the soil to collect
your home-grown potatoes!

Peas: It's a trouble-free crop that enjoys
cooler weather. Sow them in the pois
between March and June. Erect some
sticks or posts for support. You'll be
amazed at how good fresh peas taste and
the more that you pick them, the more
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Paint your house

Green this

Winter

they produce!

Tomato: With a little water and a lot of sun,
tomato plants are quick to grow. Roots of a
tomato plant grow deeper into the soil. So,
choose a bush variety like "‘Cherry Cascade’
that can be planted in hanging baskets and
window boxes. Just cut a tomato into four
picces and bury it about 1/2 an inch into the
soil. Wait for 3-4 weeks for the seeds to start
sprouting.

Cucumber: These grow best when the soil
is warm. Cucumber plants tend to spraw] all
over. Provide your plants with ample space
to siretch their roots. Again, since these are
climbers, you must get a proper support. Go
for smaller varieties if there's less space.
Green chilli: These are good companion
plants for tomatoes and coriander. Just take
two or three dried red chillies. Slit them
open and sprinkle the seeds in a pot filled
with soil and a little manure, available in the
nurseries. Ensure the seeds don't go too
deep. Cover it with little soil and water it. It
takes about a week or so for the seeds to
sprout. If the pot is not large enough, you
can replant the sprouts into a bigger pot. You
may need to tie up the chili plant to a pole to

let it grow and avoid bending.

Winter blossom

- According to Nirupom Sen, secretary-cum-

CEO, Agri-Horticultural Society of India, if

you have a garden without flowers, you have
got to do something about it. So, before
deciding where to plant your flowers, you
should know when the best time to grow
flowers is. "During winter, the best flowers to
grow in Indian climate are Petunia,
Cockscomb, Antirrhinum, Cineraria, Zinnia,
Calendula, Chrysanthermum, Marigold and
Drahlia,” he says.

- Flower plants need up to 5 inches deep soil.
So take an earthen pot of 6-8 inches in height,
Dig a hole in the potted soil. Bury the seed
about 2 inches deep. Flowers do not need to
be smothered with the soil. Do not bury them
too deep. After 6 weeks, you will see the seeds
sprout into saplings.

- The after-care is very essential. Sprinkle
water as and when required.

Terracetalk

- As the main element of a terrace garden
comprises watering of plants and keeping the

1t —
N —

soil wet, it is important that the best quality
water-proofing material is selected.

- One has to bear in mind that the area selected to
build a terrace garden should have a slight slope,
s0 that it can drain water easily and has the
capacity to bear the load.

- It 1s always advisable to pick plants which
don't grow big insize.

- You can install a separate tank to store water or
have a mechanical watering arrangement. But
maost often, people love to water their garden
themselves and see the plants grow.

Preparing the potting mixture & sowing seeds
'"These days, one can easily get exotic and
hybrid seeds of capsicum, chilly, cabbage,
broceoli, coriander, tomatoes, brinjal, basil and
parsley. The potting mixture should have 20%
of leaf mould, 40% sand and 40% soil. You can
add mustard cake and cow dung cake as
fertilizers. After the seeds are sown, one should
cover the soil with a layer of fine sand. Sand
makes the soil porous and helps the roots grow.
Keeping insects away

"Use neem-based organic pesticides. Or you can
take 100 gram of chillies, 4-5 cloves of garlic
and a few bulbs of turmeric, paste it and mix it in
1 litre of water. Pour the liquid in a container and
simmer it till it is reduced to half. Refrigerate it
and use it

whenever necessary, All vou need to do 1s take
out about 20 ml or the concentrated paste, mix it
in a litre of water and sprinkle it on the plants,
However, if insects or diseases do strike your
plants, go for the safest botanical or microbial
pesticides’

- For the proper growth of vegetables/ flowers,
the pot size should be between 3-10 inches.
Make one or more drain holes in the pot

- Place small chips right over them so that they
don't clog and excess water can pass through

- Do not pile soil on top of the plant

- Get various seedlings from the nursery

- Carefully remove the plants from its nursery
container, Make sure the stem is completely
above the surface

- Leave about an inch between the soil surface
and the rim of'the pot
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Wife not wearing 'purdah’ is not cruelty,

can't be ground for divorce:

New Delhi. The Allahabad High Court has |9

~The Allahabad
High Court
ruled that a
woman's choice

stated that a woman’s choice to forgo
wearing a 'purdah’ (veil) does not
constitute cruelty towards her husband
and, therefore, cannot be used as a basis
for seeking divorce. A division bench
comprising Justice Saumitra Dayal
Singh and Justice Donadi Ramesh made
this observation while hearing an appeal
filed by a man whose divorce petition

High Court

has deserted the appellant for very long.
In any case, the respondent (wife) is
found to have deserted the appellant and
to have sustained that desertion fora long
period, which has now exceeds 23 years.

*"That wilful act of the respondent and her

refusal (even now) to cohabit with the
appellant to revive her matrimonial

relationship appears to be an act of 4 e

desertion commitied of degree as may
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Right To Property A
Constitutional Right,
Says Supreme Court

New Delhi. The Supreme Court has said that the

right to property is a constitutional right and an
mdividual cannot be deprived of his property
without him being paid adequate compensation in
accordance with the law. A bench of justices B R
Gavai and K V Viswanathan said the right 10
property ceased to be a fundamental right due to
the Constitution (Forty-Fourth Amendment) Act,
1978, however, it continues to be a human right in
a welfare state and a constitutional right under
Article 300-A of the Constitution.

J00-A of the Constitution provides that no
person shall be deprived of his property, save by

fo not wear a
‘purdah’ (veil)

they lived together H|'b['lTi1L1iLd||}- they have not

had been dismissed by a lower court. The
court granted the divoree, citing desertion, as
the husband and wile had been living apart for

itself lead to dissolution of her marriage.
Here, we note, the respondent has not only
refused cohabitation with the appellant, but

authority of law. The top court delivered its verdict
on Thursday on an appeal challenging a
MNovember 2022 judgement of the Karnataka High

cohabited for more than 23 years, and their

son is now an adult,

over 23 years. ; : ; i B : 3 - Court in a matter pertaining to land acquisition for
daes not The husband had cited two reasons for secking N |1 T 1 TT. W (ol {11 YL TN VY LAV VT R LT LT . U2 [ the Bengaluru-Mysuru Infrastructure Corridor
— divorce; mental cruelty, claiming that his wife Project (BMICP)."As discussed hereinabove,

(] - " wmgm - -
was independent, frequently went out on her »~Husband's divorce p|Eﬂ lnlilﬂ”‘f dismissed bY lower

own, and did not observe the practice of
"'purdah’; and desertion. The couple married on
February 26, 1990, and their 'gauna'
ceremony occurred on December 4, 1992,
Gauna is a Hindu wedding ceremony in
northern India when the bride goes to her
husband’s house aflter marriage. They
welcomed a son on December 2, 1995, While

though the right to property is no more a
fundamental right, in view of the provisions of
Article 300-A of the Constitution of India, it is a
constitutional right,” the bench said.

"A person cannot be deprived of his property
without him being paid adequate compensation in
accordance with law for the same.” it said in its
verdict on the compensation related to the
infrastructure corridor project.The bench noted
that in January 2003, a preliminary notification
was issued by the Kamataka Indusirial Areas
Development Board (KIADB) for acquiring lands
for the project and in November 20035, the
possession of land of the appellants was taken
DVET.

The top court said the land owners, who were
appellants before it, were required to knock at the
doors of the courts on a number of occasions
during the last 22 years and they have been
deprived of their property without any
compensation for the same.lt noted there was no
delay which could be attributed to the appellants in
not getting compensation, but it was on account of
the "lethargic attitude" of the officers of the
State/KIADB that the appellants were deprived of
compensation. The bench said that only after
notices were issued in contempl proceedings, the
compensation was determined by the Special
Land Acquisition Officer (SLAO) on April 22,
2019, taking guideline values prevailing in 2011
for determining the market value of the acquired
land.

It said if the compensation to be awarded atl the
market value as of 2003 was permitied, it would
amount to permiiting a travesty of justice and
making the constitutional provisions under Article
300-A a mockery.It was a fit case for the apex
court to exercise its powers under Article 142 of
the Constitution and direct the shifting of the date
for determination of the market value of the land
of the appellants.

Notice In 2002

1.25 lakh each on Jasbir Singh and

amount fo
cruelty and
cannot justify
divorce.

court.
»Couple married in 1990, separated for over 23 years.

The court allowed the man's appeal, saying,
"The appellant may claim mental cruelty
committed by the respondent to the extent she

Delhi bakery owner svicide case: Family,
in-laws likely to be questioned
o

In a bid to verify the statements recorded by Khurana on his mobile phone before hanging himself,
New Delhi. The Delhi Police f FE L SR |
- gy 7

she has also never made any effort to seek
restitution of her conjugal rights," the court
added.

Enforcement Directorate
Conducts Searches At 5 Locations
Linked To DMK MP Kathir Anand

New Delhi. The Enforcement Directorate (ED) conducted
raids on Friday at five locations linked to DMK leader
and Member of Parliament Kathir Anand.Kathir Anand
15 the son of § Duraimurugan, a senior DMK leader and
the second-in-command in the Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin cabinet, represents the Vellore Lok
Sabha constituency. The ED had carried out searches at
the premises of DMK leader and Tamil Nadu Forest
Minister K Ponmudy and his son Gautham Sigamaniina
money laundering case in July 2023, These actions
against its party's leaders have prompted the DMK to
blame political vendetta.In 2019, then-President Ram
Nath Kovind had acted on a recommendation from the
Elecuion Commission of India to rescind the Lok Sabha
election in Vellore due to the seizure of Rs 11 crore
unaccounted cash from Kathir Anand and locations
linked to him. Two days before the April 18, 2019
election, the polls in Vellore were cancelled.

Areelection was held in August 2019, where Kathir Anand
won on a DMEK ticket by a narrow margin of 8,141 votes,
He defeated ATADMEK's AC Shanmugham. He again
defeated the latter, who had by then joined the BIP, in the
2024 Lok Sabha election. He secured a comfortable
victory with a margin of 2,135,702 votes.

Over 200 Flights Delayed,
Train Ops Hit In Delhi As Dense

and food joint called Woodbox
Cafe, which shut down a while
back.Khurana's sister claimed
that Manika, her parents and
her sister forced her brother to
take his own life by saying, "you
can't do anvthing, die by
suicide if you dare,' reported
news agency ANI "Manika
threatened to throw our parents
out of the house." she further
told ANI.

Meanwhile, Khurana's mother
also claimed that her son
silently suffered at the hands of
Manika and didn't inform them

the fear that they will be
upset. Khurana's distraught mother said
that she thought that the divorce would
bring some peace to her son's life.
However, that was not to be, following
regular spats over the business,
Khurana's mother furtheralleged.

the police will be sending a team to his house and will also be questioning his friends
are likely to take the family

members and the in-laws of
Puneet Khurana, a Delhi-
based cafe owner who died
by suicide allegedly over
an ongoing dispute with
wife, in for questioning,
news agency PTI
reported.In a bid to verify
the statements recorded by
Khurana in a 54-minute
video on his mobile phone
before hanging himself, the
Delhi Police will be
sending a team to
Khurana's home and will also be
questioning his friends, according to
PTLKhurana hanged himself at his
home in Delhi's Model Town on
Tuesday. His family has alleged that
Khurana's wife, Manika Pahwa, and
his in-laws were mentally harassing

Dera Chief Gurmeet Ram Ralum G_els Top Court

S N NEW DELHI. The Supreme Court today

him.
Khurana's family further claimed thathis ~ in

wife had kept on pressurising him to
give away a share of his bakery
business, prompting him to take the
extreme step.Khurana's family said
that he was "upset with his wife", who
co-owned the For God's Cake bakery

Fog Reduces Visibility To Zero

New Delhi. Dense fog enveloped various parts of North
India, bringing visibility and temperatures down and
impacting train and flight operations. At Delhi's India
Gandhi  International  Aarport, 202 flights were
delayed as visibility came down to zero.

As per the past 24 hours data of the IMD, Delhi
witnessed a maximum temperature of 16 degrees
Celsius, a departure of three degrees below normal
and and minimum of 7.6 degrees Celsius. Delhi is
expected to witness fog till January 8, with light rain
likely on January 6. The temperature in Delhi as of
Friday morning was 9.6 degrees Celsius, making it the
fifth cold day in a row tor the National Capital,

At 8 am, the Palam airport in Delhi reporied a 0 m
visibility, while the Safdarjung Airport in New Delhi
reported a 30-metre visibility. Both the airports are not
used for commercial flight operations. As per the
CPCB, the Air Quality Index is at 309 at the Lodhi
Road station, categonsed as "Very Poor',

Flights of many airlines, including Spicelet, Indigo and
Air India, were affected even as the Delhi airport
reported an average delay of six minutes for armival
flights and 47 minutes for departure flights, as per
FlightRadar24. While Spicelet said all flights coming
in and going to Amritsar and Guwahati are affected
due to bad weather, IndiGo issued a travel advisory
with special focus on the Delhi, Amritsar, Lucknow,
Bengaluruand Guwahati routes.,

Adirlines urged travellers to check flight schedules while
planning their journey, while also wamming that flights
might be cancelled 1f the visibility remains poor.

Trains departing from and arriving in Delhi are also
running late, while some route are being operated with
changed timings.

At least 24 trains departing from Delhi were delayed due
to weather-related conditions. Among the affected
trains, the Avodhya Express was delayed by four
hours, the Gorakhdham Express was running more
than two hours late, and the Bihar Kranti Express and
the Shram Shakti Express were delaved by over three
hours.

Dense fog is expected to remain over Delhi, Lucknow,
Bengaluru, Amritsar and Guwahati on Friday, The
India Meteorological Department's (IMD) Nowcast
warning for dense to very dense fog has been issued
for Delhi, Rajasthan’s Kota, Bundi, Sikar, Jhunjhunu,
Churu, Sri Ganganagar and Tonk, Punjab's Amritsar,
Gurdaspur, Tarn Taran and Kapurthala, and Harvana's
Kurukshetra, Amabal, Panchkula and Yamunanagar.
Meanwhile, light rain and snow is expected in parts of
Himachal Pradesh and Ladakh A "cold day" is when
the minimum temperature is under 10 degrees Celsius
and the highest or lowest temperature is at least 4.5
degrees lower than what is considered normal for a
specific period.

-The notice
comes after the
CBI moved a
plea challenging
the Punjab and
Haryana High
Court's decision
to acquit Ram
Rahim and his
co-accused in

the case.
E

issued a notice to Dera Sacha Sauda chief

Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh along with ©

four others, in connection with the 2002
murder case of Ranjit Singh, a former
Dera manager. The notice comes after the
CBI moved a plea challenging the Punjab
and Haryana High Court's decision to

acquit Ram Rahim and his co-accused in £

the case. A bench comprising Chief Justice
of India Sanjeev Khanna and Justice
Sanjay Kumar noted that the case is
already being heard by a bench led by
Justice Bela M Trivedi and the matter will
now be listed before her bench for further
proceedings.

On July 10, 2002, Ranjit Singh was shot

dead in the Khanpur Colony of Haryana's
Kurukshetra. Mr Singh's murder was
linked to his suspected role in the
circulation of an anonymous letter
exposing allegations of sexual
exploitation of women by Gurmeet Ram

Rahim at the Dera's headquarters in Sirsa.
The letter, which described how women R
followers were being abused, had caused
public outcry.

In 2021, a special CBI court in Panchkula
convicted Gurmeet Ram Rahim and four
others - Avtar Singh, Krishan Lal, Jashir
Singh, and Sabdil Singh - for their roles in
the murder. The court awarded life
imprisonment to all five and 1mposed
substantial fines: Rs 31 lakh on Ram
Rahim, Rs 1.50 lakh on Sabdil Singh, Rs

Krishan Lal, and Rs 75,000 on Avtar
Singh.

 The CBI court's order concluded that Ram

Rahim orchestrated the murder because he
suspected Mr Singh's involvement in
circulating the letter that exposed
allegations of rape and exploitation.In
May 2024, the Punjab and Haryana High
Court overturned the CBI court's
conviction and acquitted all five accused
in the Ranjit Singh murder case.

am Rahim had appealed his conviction in
all the cases against him, including the
rape cases and the murder of journalist
Ram Chander Chhatarpati.

Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh's conviction in

2017 for the rape of two women followers
led to violence and unrest across Haryana,
Punjab, and parts of Delhi. The violence
resulted in the deaths of 30 people and
injuries to over 250. The Army had to be
called in to restore order.

Delhi BJP Chief Will Not Contest

New Delhi. Delhi BIP chief Virendra
Sachdeva will not be contesting in the
upcoming Assembly elections, sources
told . This comes amid talks that he
might be contesting in the polls. The BJP

15 yet to release their first hist of

candidates for the elections, while the
incumbent Aam Aadmi Party has
released their full list. The elections in
the National Capital are scheduled for
February.

The Aam Aadmi Party has been in power
since 20013, securing a thumping
majority twice in the Assembly
elections. But, in the Lok Sabha
elections, AAP has failed to win a single
seat since 2014 and BIP won all
seven. The upcoming elections are being
viewed as a fiercely contested battle
between BJP and AAP, which is
witnessing an aggressive poster war,
with BIP alleging that AAP is resorting
to voter fraud in & bid to retain power and
the latter countering with a video poster

of Mr Kejriwal labelled
"GOAT" (Greatest of All
Time).

On January 1, the Delhi BIP
chief wrote a letter to Mr
Kejnwal, asking him to give up
his "bad habits of lying and
cheating."”

"All of us, since our childhood,
take a resolution on New Year's
Day to give up bad habits and
do something good and new,
Today, on the first day of New
Year 2023, all the people of
Delhi hope that you will bring about
meaningful change in vourself by giving
up your bad habits of lying and
cheating,"” Mr Sachdeva, the Delhi BIP
chief, wrote in his letter.He asked the
former Chief Minister to apologise to the
people of Delhi for promoting liquor.
The exchange of letiers came after Mr

Kejriwal wrote a letter to RSS chief

Mohan Bhagwat, raising questions

of the BIP,

related to the actions
including whether the RSS thinks that

the ruling party is "weakening
democracy."In the heated campaign,
AAP alleged that the BIP is getting
voters' names struck off the list in a
desperate attempt to win the election, the
BJP has accused them of getting fake
voters' names added to the list to bolster
its support. Mr Kejriwal said the BJP had
officially sought the removal of names

In Assembly Elections: Sources

of over 11,000 votes in Shahdara
Assembly segment. "We won the
Assembly seat last time by a
margin of 5,000 votes. If these
11,000 names were struck off,
there would be no chance for a
win this time. But they were
caught red-handed and those
names were not deleted. We are
thankful to the Chief Election
Officer for stopping this.”

State BIP chief Virendra Sachdeva,
on the other hand, said the
number of voters in Delhi saw a

huge jump between the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls and the Assembly clection next
year, The same, he said, was observed
after the 2019 general election. "Who
got these new voters? There are no
answers. They are trying to play the
same game this time. BIP 15 saying those
who don't live in Delhi anymore, those
who have died, why should their names
be on the list?"
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Do you know that if your home is
cluttered, disorganised and poorly
designed it doesn't nourish your
energy? A survey by London-based
Ministry of Calm — that designs
spaces to enhance wellbeing —
found that a whopping 99 per cent of
the respondents believe that
changing yvour space can affect how
you feel. Healing places of stillness
and calm in vour home are uplifting.
Here are some ideas on how you can
dothat...

Try minimalism: Don't accumulate
things - de-clutter. Japanese author
Marie Kondo says that anything that
doesn't make you happy or isn't
necessary should be touched, thanked
and sent on its way.

Keep vour home clean Keisuke
Matsumoto writes in his book A Buddhist
Monk's Guide to a Clean House and
Mind: "We remove dust to sweep away
our worldly cares. We live simply and
take time to contemplate the self,
mindfully living each moment." Keeping

Easy decorating ideas to instantly

Update your home

If you are planning to refurbish your
home, there is nothing better than
including small changes which will make
your pad look different and interesting.
From a colourtul wallpaper in your living
space to a clever lighting fixture — these
are instant ways to brighten up vour dull
oo,

Add a splash of colour to yvour living
room

Whether it is by way of having some
colourful throws into the room or adding
some vibrant cushions — you can easily

your home clean brings Zen
peacefulness,

Use natural light: For a relaxing
space, replace harsh fluorescent
lights with natural light or use
candles. Place different sources of
light which will allow you to control
the intensity. Avoid projecting a
direct light from the ceiling,

Calming colours: Energy healer
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A calmer home

Seema Midha says, "The
colours you use will calm
you as a person. Use green
plants to take away
negative energy.”

Simplify the bedroom:
Don't pile on fancy things,
as they bring a negative chi.
Feng shui expert S5BS
Surendran savs, "Keep
harsh lights and all
technology out of the
bedroom. Add a soft white
rug and swing where you
can lounge."

Use minimum decorations:
Simplicity should be a ground rule if
you want to bring in calmness to your
home. Avoid collections of paintings
or photos and keep only those that are
dear to you.

Go green: Greenery soothes your
nerves. Caring for plants is a big
stressbuster

Keep it soft: Keeping soft rugs and
throw pillows around brings sofiness
inyour home

brighten a corner of your living space.
Choose wooden furniture for your room
to make it look vintage. Instead of the
usual curtains, opt for floral ones for an
interesting look.

Wibrant lantern to spruce up your kitchen
For those who are thinking of ways to
make their kitchen look bright, there is
nothing better than adding a vibrant
lantern. This festive season, vou can
choose from a variety of lanterns which
are available in colourful shades — pink,
blue, purple, orange, yellow, red and
even turgquiose to add a statement to your

kitchen.
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Tips to keep

Woollen

N

as never as ever!

Avoid washing machines to clean your sweaters and
avoid hanging your sweaters for drying, says an
expert.

Bhavya Chawla, chief stylist, Voonik, an online
stylist-handpicked apparel store, has suggested some
tips to keep woollens as new as ever!

Use the right brush

Avoid washing machines to clean vour sweaters as
they may lose their sheen. Instead, use an electrostatic
garment brush after every wear as woollens tend to
accumulate a lot of dust and are vulnerable to moths.
Airing them and spot-cleaning is another effective
way to keep them new.

Gently clean tough stains

If you accidentally stain your sweater or scarf, take it
to the dry cleaner. In case the stain is not that tough and
you feel you can manage to clean it at home, use a high
quality detergent meant for woolens. Mix it in
lukewarm water and soak your woollens in the
mixture. Gently wash the piece of clothing with your
hands. But remember to do this only for items that
don't come with a "Dry clean only" tag!

Avoid hanging

Woollens should never be hung up on a clothes line
like other articles as this causes the fabric to stretch
and it may lose its shape eventually. Lay the sweater or
cardigan on a flat surface and allow it to dry at room
temperature. Steer clear of sunlight and intense heat as
these can sap all colour and life from your precious
woolens.

As they are really prone to stretching out of shape, you
must also avoid hanging woollens on hangers in the
closets. Instead, fold them neatly and place them.

Don'tiron whendry

Woollens shouldn't be ironed when they are
completely dry as this won't ease out the deep creases.
They can also scorch easily under direct dry heat.
Instead, use a steam press. If that's not an option, weta
plain white cotton cloth very slightly and use this as a
buffer between the iron and the woolen. It's also
advisable to keep the sweater turned inside out when
not in use.

Prevent moth attacks and
germs

Wool is very vulnerable to moth attacks and germ

Winter is here and
your woollens are
your best
companions
during this
season. It require
extra care as the
fibres are more
delicate and are
prone to being
damaged very

easily.

build-ups. That 15 why it's imperative to never
stack even remotely damp woollen clothes in
your wardrobe as you will end up creating a
breeding ground for germs. Remember to stash
some moth balls in the section of your cupboard
where you are placing your woollens.

re you ready for an 'interiors
renaissance’ from India? How about

A some khadi curtains and swadeshi bed

covers for the lounge? Afier celebrating the success

Choose sunshine yellow for your
bedroom

Many a times when you are planning a
colour option for your bedroom, you end
up picking hues like pink, blue or beige.
But, adding a colour like yellow can
instantly make a drab room come alive,
You can either have a side table in that
colour or maybe wall hangings or lights to
make vour room look inviting.

You can also go in for various shades of

yellow in case you feel one shade may

look boring.

of Make in India’ in fashion and food, the world is
now falling for khadi for their homes. In fact, khadi
rugs have become a hot favourite in Europe, and
khadi throws keep you ultra warm in winter.

Wooing the world

Designer Peter D'Ascoli, who works with khadi for
interiors, says, "Khadi is becoming a new hot
favourite in the world of interior design for its
weave, simple elegance and undersiated look."
From its humble beginnings, it has now reached
Hollywood. Actor Goldie Hawn loves her khadi
cushions, director Mira Nair swears by khadi rugs
and Deepa Mehta shops for khadi napkins.

Khadi drapes for home

Clothing designer Christina Kim's khadi home
textiles have been bought by the likes of
Michelle Obama and Jennifer Aniston,

Earthy appeal

Being an eco-friendly fabric, khadi in your home
adds a sense of warmth and well-being. Take
your pick from khadi gamehha and mats to khadi
pillows and bags. Design director Mann Singh
showeased khadi sofas at Milan design fair to a
greal response. Says Singh, "We didn't showcase
exotic materials. We visited our neighbouring
villages, met some weavers and asked them
about a fabric which has an Indian touch. And
what did they come up with? Khadi!”

As the world moves towards ethical shopping,
khadi is turning out to be the most sustainable yet
fashionahble buy.
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IT companies may report
surge in Q3 revenue growth

BENGALURLU. Though there will be seasonal
furloughs, IT services firms are likely to perform
better and will report improvement in  growth
momentum in the third quarter of this financial year.

Starting next week, IT firms will announce their
December quarter results. The country’s largest [T
services firm Tata Consultancy Services will report
its (3 results on January 9 and the board will consider
and approve the third interim dividend for FY235, The
record date for dividend will be on January 17.

Emkay Global Financial Services in its research report
said recovery in BFSI will aid growth, while
weakness in manufacturing, mainly auto, is likely to
weigh on growth. “BFSI 15 showing signs of healthy
recovery, but uncertainties remain on pace of
recovery in other verticals. Seasonal furloughs and
lower working days should keep revenue growth
muted on a Qo) basis,” it said. HCLTech might lead
organic revenue growth in tier-1 companies. It says
the IT firm will raise its guidance to 4.5-5.5% (from
3.5-3%), factoring in CTG (Communications
Technology Group) acquisition, In May, it acquired
the CTG, abusiness division of HPE for $225 million,
In 2, Infosys revised its FY25 revenue guidance
from 3-4% to 3.75-4.5% on the back of performance
in Q2 and ramp up of mega deals pipeline. Emkay
said i 3, deal wins might remain similar to Q2.
However, absence of mega deals and weak
discretionary spending should continue to weigh on
deal intake in 3.

Brokerage firm Motilal Oswal Financial Services
expects tier-2 firms to continue to outpace tier-1 firms
in growth during third quarter. While the initial phase
of recovery in |HFY25 was sluggish, it sees clear
signs of an acceleration. “Recovery appears to be
expanding beyond US BFSI, which continues to
strengthen, into additional industry verticals like Hi-
Tech, which 1s recovering ahead of schedule. The
most important catalyst for the sector would come
after 3QFY 25, when client budgets for CY 25 would
be finalised and the magnitude of change in client
behavior would become clearer,” it said,

US no longer among India’s
top crude oil suppliers;

Russia leads with 31%
share

NEW DELHLThe United States no longer remains
one of the top five crude o1l suppliers to India as
African nation Angola nudged ahead of the US in
December. Russia continues to be the top suppliers
of oil to India even though India’s dependence on
Russian il has fallen.According to energy cargo
tracking firm Vortexa, Russian crude made up 31%
of India’s imports, the lowest share of the year,
while the US accounted for just 1%. This marks the
second consecutive month of declining Russian
mmports, driven by reduced discounts. Meanwhile,
the US dropped out of India’s top five crude
suppliers, with Angola moving into the fifth
position. Mot long ago (in August 2024), US
accounted for 8% of India’s crude o1l imports,

“In December 2024, the top five supplies included
Russia, Irag, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, and Angola, with Angola overtaking the
United States as the fifth largest crude supplier.
Indian refiners turned towards African and Middle
Eastern producers for crude as Russian crude
exports fell. India’s crude imports grew 2% vear
over year, summing to 4.57mbd in 2024, said
Kavier Tang, Market analyst at Vortexa, However,
India’s overall crude imports in December increased
by 4% to 4.46 million barrel per day.

Meanwhile, comedian Kunal Kamra asked Blinkit
CEQ to reveal wages of delivery partners. He asked
Dhindsa on X, “Can you also enlighten us with data
on the average wages you paid your delivery
partners in 2024,

Over 100 flights delayed
due to fog in Delhi, visibility
zero in many parts

NEW DELHI. More than 100 flights were delayed at
the Delhi airport on Friday moming as visibility
dropped to zero in some areas due to dense fog. A
thick blanket of fog engulfed the national capital in
the morming, with the weather department predicting
cloudy skies for much of the day. Delhi's minimum
temperature was recorded at 7 degrees Celsius, the

weather office said. An official said over 100 flights
have been delayed at the Delhi airport due to bad
weather conditions but there are no diversions so far.
"While landing and takeoffs continue at Delhi
Airport, flights that are not CAT 111 compliant may
get affected. Passengers are requested to contact the
airline concerned for updated flight information. Any
inconvenience caused is deeply regretted,” Delhd
International Airport Ltd (DIAL) said in a post on X
at 6,35 am, The India Meteorological Department
{IMD) said the IGI Airport experienced very dense
fog with visibility recorded at 0 metres. It said all
runways are operating under CAT-111, which allows
aircraft to operate in low visibility conditions. The
IGI airport handles around 1,300 flight movements
daily. At 8 am, Palam weather station reported very
dense fog with 0 metres visibility and calm winds
over the past two hours, while the city's primary
weather station, Safdaung, reported visibility of 50
metres with calm winds, according to a weather
department official. The weather office has predicted
very dense fog for Friday, with the maximum
temperature expected to settle around 17 degrees
Celsius. Delhi's air quality was in the "very poor”
category, with an AQI reading of 351 at 9 am. The
humidity was recorded at 100 per cent at 8.30 am.
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Markets up nearly 2 per cent,
investors richer by Rs 6L crore

NEW DELHI. Domestic equity markets

surged on Thursday, the second trading
session of 2025, driven by optimism
over improved third-quarter earnings.
Robust performance by auto companies
in December further bolstered buying
sentiment, fueling the rally Benchmark
indices, BSE Sensex and NSENiftv50,
gained about 2% with the former
breaching the 50,000 mark in intraday
deals. At close, the Sensex was up
1.436.30 points or 1.83% at 79,943.71,
and the Nifty surged 445,75 points or
|.B8% to close at 24,188.65.The shamp
rally added more than Rs 6 lakh crore o
investors® kitty as the market
capitalization of all BSE listed
companies grew from Rs 44594 lakh
crore on Wednesday to Rs 452 lakh crore
on Thursday. Foreign institutional
investors (FIls) also joined the part as
they were net buyers (purchased shares
worth Rs 1,507 crore) on
Thursday NEW DELHI: Domestic
equity markets surged on Thursday, the

second trading session of 2025,
driven by optimism over
improved third-quarter eamings.
Robust performance by auto
companies in December further
bolstered buying sentiment,
fueling the rally.Benchmark
indices, BSE Sensex and
MNSEMifiy50, gained about 2%
with the former breaching the
£0,000 mark in intraday deals. At
close, the Sensex was up 1,436.30
points or 1.83% at 79.943.71, and
the Mifty surged 445.75 points or
1.88% tocloseat 24, 1 BR.65,

The sharp rally added more than Rs

6 lakh crore to investors” kitty as

the market capitalization of all BSE
listed companies grew from Rs 445.94
lakh crore on Wednesday to Bs 452 lakh
crore on Thursday. Foreign institutional
investors (FIls) also joined the part as
they were net buyers (purchased shares
worth Rs 1,507 crore) on
Thursday Banking and IT stocks

performed well, as the economy
bottomed in Q2" In Nifty50 pack. the

biggest gainers were Baja) twins, Eicher

Motor, Maruti Suzuki and Shriram
Finance. In the broader market, BSE
Midcap and Smallcap indices added 1%
cach.Shares ol Baja) Finance and Bajaj
Finserv soared up to 8.3% on Thursday,
sefting a positive tone for the financial

sector. The optimism came
after foreign brokerage Citi
reaffirmed its ‘BUY " rating on
Bajaj Finance with an
ambitious price target of Rs
8,150, an upside of more than
| 7% from its closing price on
Wednesday.
Santosh Meena,
research at Swastika
Investmart said that the
market had been extremely
oversold for several days,
with Flls holding heavy short
positions in index futures.
“From a technical
perspective, Mifty had been
struggling 1o sustain above its 200-
DMA. However, today it not only
crossed the 200-DMA effortlessly but
also managed 1o surpass the 50-DMA
and 20-DMA levels. This momentum is
likely to continue, with the next target
being the 100-DMA, around the 24,600
level,” added Meena.

head of

Union Budget 2025 To Be Presented By Nirmala Sitharaman
On February 1 Check Timings And Other Details

The convention of

presenting the Union

Budget on February 1 was

started by then Finance

Minister Arun Joitley in

2017.

New Delhi. Union Finance Minister 8
Mirmala Sitharaman is expected to
present the Union Budget 2025 on
February 1, considering the usual
convention of Budget presentation on
the first day of February for the last
several years. Although the official
confirmation on the Budget
presentation date has not come, it is
most likely that the government will
maintain the convention of presenting
it on February 1.The convention of

presenting the Union Budget on
February 1 was started by then Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley in 2017, Prime
Minister Marendra Modi's government,
led by FM Jaitley decided to ditch the

old tradition of presenting the budget
on the last working day of February.
The government alse merged the
tradition of presenting a separate
Railway Budget, which had been a
thing fora good 92 vears.

As per the usual timing of tabling the

Budget, FM Sitharaman is expected to

stick to 11 am as the time of presenting
her speech.In the old days, the budget
used to be revealed at 5 pim on the last
working day of February. However,
during the Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led
NDA government era, then
Finance Minister Yashwant
Sinha in 1999 presented the
Union Budget at 11 am instead.
And ever since, the Budget
tabling timings have remained as
11 am.Union Budget 2025:
Stock exchanges to remain open
on February |Despite it being a
Saturday, the Indian stock
exchanges will be open for trade
on Budget Day 2025, NSE and
BSE shared in two different
notifications. Markets will remain
open for equity from 9 am to 3:30 pm
and for commaodities it's 5 pm.inance
Minister Mirmala Sitharaman has so far
held a series of mectings with various
stakeholders, including MSMEs,
farmers' associations, and economists,

Biwi Bhaag Jayegi': Gautam Adani's Apparent Fun Jibe

New Delhi. In a humorous yet thought-

proveking way, Indian billionaire and
business magnate Gautam Adani has
contributed his voice to the ongoing
conversation about work-life balance,
By stressing the value of individual
satisfaction over social expectations,
the chawrman of the Adani Group
discussed the uniqueness of balance.
He said it is up to the individual to
determine whether they are content

At Narayana Murthy's 70-Hour Work

with spending quality time with their
family. And if someone was spending
eight hours at work, "toh biwi bhaag
jaegt," he joked. His remarks coincide
with the heated debates triggered by the
advocacy for a 70-hour workweek by
Marayana Murthy, co-founder of
[nfosys.Gautam Adani discussed his
thoughts on  successfully managing
one's personal and professional lives in
a video shared by news agency LTANS

Week Advice

on December 26. Speaking candidly
the businessman said, "If vou enjoy
what you do, then vou have a work-
life balance. Your work-life balance
should not be imposed on me, and
my work-life balance shouldn't be
imposed on you." Adani emphasized
that people should choose what
makes them happy, highlighting the
significance of personal choice.
"“You should decide if vou are happy
with spending, say, four hours with
your family. And il someone’s
spending eight hours, toh biwi bhaag
jaegi (the wife will run away)," he
joked.Adani believes that shared
satisfaction is the real meaning of
work-life balance. "If it brings you
happiness and the other person is
also happy. then that’s the true
definition o work-life balance," he
added.

Adani's comments come amid a debate
triggered by MNarayana Murthy's
advocacy for a 70-hour workweek for
the younger generation. Adani's
approach promotes personal balance
over societal norms, emphasizing the
significance of individuality in
achieving work-life harmony.

Indian Housing Sector To
Contribute 13% To National
GDP By 2025: Report

New Delhi, The housing sector in the country is
expected to contribute 13 per cent to the national
GDP by 2025, reflecting its resilience and
potential, according to a report on Friday.

Projected to grow mito a $ 1-trillion market by 2030,
the sector is evolving in response to demographic
shifts, policy reforms, and global trends,
according to the report by JLL, a leading global
commercial real estate and investment
management company.Tier 2 and 3 cities are
emerging as pivotal growth hubs, with smaller
urban centres like Jaipur, Indore and Kochi
driving more than 40 per cent of new housing
developments by 2025.The urban
homeownership rate is set to increase to 72 per
cent by 2025, up from 63 per cent in 2020,
supported by affordable financing options and a
younger demographic entering the housing
market. Millennials and Gen Z buyers are
expected to comprise 60 per cent of new
homebuyers by 2030, the report mentioned.

Sustainability, once considered a luxury, is now a

necessity in the howsing market. Green-certified
buildings are expected to account for 30 per cent
of new residential projects by 20235, doubling
from 15 percent in 2020,

The number of residential units sold during 2024,
translating to approximately 85 per cent of the
total units sold during entire 2023,

2024 saw aremarkable 17 per cent increase in sales
compared to the same in 2023, This upward
trajectory in demand paved the way for sustained
growth in the country’s residential asset class,
said the reportixed-use developments are
becoming increasingly  popular, reflecting a
global trend towardscreating  live-work-play
environments,“These  developments combine
residential, commercial, and recreational spaces
within a single project, offering residents the
convenience of having everything they need
within walking distance,” the report mentioned,

The demand for smart homes and tech-integrated
living spaces is also skyrocketing, itadded.

Asian Paints stock down 33% in 3
months; is the worst over Tech view here

Asian Paints stock has been
testing its 20-day daily moving
average after o gap of three
months. Chart shows near
hurdle for the stock placed ot
Rs 2,397 abhove which a
pullback rally seems likely.

NEW DELHI. The Asian Painls stock

plunged 33.5 per cent from its peak of Rs
3,395 in September to a low of Rs 2,257
last month. In the process, the stock broke
below its super trend line on the monthly
scale for the lirst ime in more than six
vears, On the daily and the weekly scale
the stock has been consistently trading
below the key moving averages for the
last three months, However, on Friday, for
the first time in little over three months,
Asian Paints stock has managed to trade
above its 20-day DMA (Daily Moving
Average). The 20-DMA stands at Rs

E x

super trend line on the daily scale. The
stock will need to clear both, the 20-day
DA and the super trend line resistance,
for hopes of a pull-back rally in the near-
ferm.

As such, the stock can attempt a bounce to
Rs 2,570 levels; above which a rally
towards Rs 2,655 seems likely. Interim
resistance for the stock can be expected at
Rs 2,440, The broader trend shows that
Asian Paints stock seems to be seeking
support around s T00-MMA {Monthly
Moving Average). The 100-MMA stands
at Rs 2,148, and the stock till date has
never broken below the same. As such,
technically this level becomes crucial for
the stock. For now, the 20-DMA at Rs
2,343 holds the key, as this also coincides
with the lower-end of the Bollinger Bands
on the monthly scale. Sustaimed trade

2,343, while the stock thus far in the day
has hit a high of Rs 2,349, and gained
nearly 4 per cent from its recent low, Does
this signal that the worst is over for Asian
Paints stock? Or is further pain likely?
Here's what the technical charts suggest,

Asian Paints

Current Price: Rs 2,345

Upside Potential: 13.2%

Downside Risk: 8,49%

Support; Rs2,255; Rs 2,148

Resistance: Rs 2,930; 2,440

Even as Asian Paints is seen attempting to
conguer its 20-day DMA (the short-term
moving average), the stock faces
overhead resistance around Rs 2,397 - the

below the same awgurs well for the bears
and vice versa. Interim supporl for the
stock can be expected around the recent
lows of Rs 2,255 levels. CLICK HERE
FOR THE CHART
In case, the 100-MMA 15 vielated it shall
bring the 200-MMA into focus, which
stands at a distance afarat Rs 1,285,
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Honour equally belongs
to team: Salima Tete

CHENNAL For her contribution to Indian
hockey, women's team captain Salima Tete
was named amongst the Arjuna Awardees in
the National Sports Awards 2024 list
announced on Thursday.

The 23-year-old took over captaincy from
Savita Punia last year and was instrumental
in India defending their Asian Champions
Trophy title in Rajgir, Bihatlways a team
plaver, Tete dedicated the award to her team.
“I believe this 1s my team’s award. [t has my
name on it but, truly this honour equally
belongs to my team. You cannot simply do
all things by voursell in the team game so 1
would like to thank my team first. [ know this
award will work as a motivation for
everyone,” she told TNIE.One of the players
from the famous Simdega hockey nursery,
Tete made her debut for the national side in
2017 and has 122 caps so far. She was part of
the side that came close o winning the
country’s first-ever women's hockey medal
when Rani Rampal led the side to fourth-
place finish in Tokyo. Known for her speed
and precision, Tete was given the
responsibility of leading the side ahead of the
ACT last year With the Women's Hockey
India League approaching soon, Tete was at
practice with her Soorma Hockey Club
teammates when her former captain and
Arjun Awardee herself, Rani Rampal, told
her the happy news. “Twas at the practice and
it was Rani di who told me that [ had received
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the award. I could not believe it at first and
couldn’t put my emotions into words,

All of my teammates were hugging me and
congratulating me so it felt really good to
celebrate it with them. The first thought that
came 1o my mind was that [ should call my
family and let them know, but they knew
before [ could tell them.”

“I would like to thank my coahes including
national coach Harinder Singh, teammates,
and familv. 1 wouldn't have achieved this
without their support,” Tete added.

Award motivates athletes: Swimmer Sajan

Double Olympian Swimmer Sajan Prakash
was also named in the list for the Arjuna
Award."This national Award will help me in
my endeavour to do well in the future, |
applied but was not sure whether [ would be
gerting it

Bumrah captains
in Sydney, India
opts to bat first

SYDNEY. While it seemed clear that Rohit
Sharma will not play, there was a sense of
anticipation to see who would walk out of the
Indian dressing room donning the India
blazer in front of a sell out crowd at the
Sydney Cricket Ground on Friday. At about
9.58 AM, whatever doubts were there were
castled. Jasprit Bumrah walked out of the
pavilion with the team sheet in hand joining
Australia captain Pat Cummins and Ravi
Shastri in the middle. Two minutes later, he
won the toss and opted to bat first. Shubman
Gill had come in for Rohit Sharma while
Prasidh Krishna replaced injured Akash
Deep.

“Our captain has opted out of this game, it
shows his leadership and that there is no
selfishness in the team. Two changes, Rohit
misses and Akash Deep is out due to injury,
replaced by Prasidh (Krishna),” said Bumrah

when asked about Sharma,

The Indian captain had been in poor form
averaging 6.2 with the bat while losing two
of the three Tests he captained since arriving
in Australia. With tensions mounting within

the team especially captain and head
coach Gautam Gambhir — speculations and
murmurs started doing rounds after the loss
in Melbourne. Instead of putting them to rest,
Ciambhir added fuel to fire when he did not
confirm Sharma’s spot in the playing XI.
Later, it was confirmed that Sharma will not
be taking part in the must-win contest.As
things stand, India trail [-2 and need to win
the fifth and final Test to retain the Border-
Ciavaskar Trophy and have a chance at
qualifying for the World Test Championship
final.
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SCG pitch has excessive grass, but no former
Indian player is complaining: Gavaskar

Ground, adding that former
Indian players have refrained
from criticising the challenging
surfaces in Australia,

New Delhi. Former India captain Sunil
Ciavaskar referred to the unusually grassy
pitch at the Sydney Cricket Ground while
adding how former Indian players have
refrained from criticising the challenging
surface despite its apparent difficulty, The
SCG wicker proved treacherous for the
visiting Indian team, which strugeled o
adapt to the green surface. India were
precariously placed at 134 for seven in the
final session of Day 1, with their batting
lineup once again failing to deliver.Openers
KL Rahul and Yashasvi Jaiswal fell cheaply,
with Shubman Gill, replacing the rested
skipper Rohit Sharma, and Virat Kohli also
dismissed before making substantial
contributions, Amidst the collapse, Rishabh
Pant stood tll, absorbing the brunt of
Australia’s relentless bowhng attack.Pant
endured a series of painful blows, including

hits on the biceps, helmet, and abdomen,
necessitating frequent visits from the team

aggressive intent, even as he focused on
survival,

physio. Despite his discomfort, Pant Pant's valiant knock, however, ended on 40 off

showcased his characteristic grit and flair. A
straight six ofT debutant Beau Webster and a
cheeky cutoff Nathan Lyon highlighted his

98 deliveries when Scott Boland's well-
directed short-pitched delivery induced a
mistimed shot. Pat Commins completed the

Sam Konstas built for Athis stage: Watson
praises Australia opener's showmanship

New Delhi. Sam Konstas' explosive batting

debut in Melbouwmne didn't surprise his
mentor, Shane Watson: however, the 19-
year-old's showmanship during the Boxing
Day Test did catch the former Australian all-
rounder oftf guard. Konstas stunned Jasprit
Bumrah-led Indian bowlers with his
breathtaking strokeplay, showcasing ramps,
reverse scoops, pulls, and powerful drives
through the covers. The wvoung teenage
opener even took the attack to Bumrah,
arguably the best bowler of his
generation, Sam Konstas' explosive batting
debut in Melbourne didn't surprise his
mentor, Shane Watson; however, the 19-
vear-old's showmanship during the Boxing
Day Test did catch the former Australian all-
rounder oftf guard. Konstas stunned Jasprit
Bumrah-led Indian bowlers with his
breathtaking strokeplay, showcasing ramps,
reverse scoops, pulls, and powerful drives
through the covers. The wvoung tecnage
opener even took the attack to Bumrah,
arguably the best bowler of his
generation, Reflecting on his  experience
mentoring Konstas, Watson added: “My

experience working with Sam has shown me
a very quict, reserved personality — a deep
thinker and certainly not an extrovert, But
what we saw in the Test match is that he’s a
showman, rising to the occasion without

being overawed."know from my own debut
experience that you put a lot of pressure on
yourself because it's your dream to represent
your country and wear the bagey green. But
for Sam, iU's almost superhuman how he
seemed unaffected by that pressure,

“¥You could see it wasn't an act — that’s just

who he 1s. And honestly, | hadn't seen that
side of him before, It just shows he's built for
the big stage, where most playvers take time

to adjust. Sam thrives on it"However,
Konstas faced the harsh realities of Test
cricket in the second innings, with Bumrah
dismissing him for just 8 runs with a superb
inswinger. Watson remains confident in
Konstas’ abilities, highlighting his technical
soundness and adaptability as key 1o
succeeding in red-ball ericket."Now, it's
going to be a different challenge for him,
He's shown what his plan B is, and we
alveady saw in that second innings that lield
positions were adjusted accordingly. This
will be a good test of his evolution — how he
can continue to take the game on against the
world’s best bowlers. But he’s certainly got
all the gears and the skills to make those
adjustments guickly."He's technically very
correct and waits Tor loose balls. But he's
also got the ability to hit the ball down the
ground, OF course, when the field is set with
a fine third man and a fine leg, the ramp shot
might be off the table. Then again, [ didn’t
think he'd play the ramp shot in the first
couple of overs, and he did! Sam will trust
his instincts, and that's something truly
special that sets him apart.”

Mohun Bagan start year with win over Hyderabad F(

CHENNAI. Mohun Bagan Super Giant

started the New Year with a 3-0 victory over
Hyderabad FC at the Vivekananda Yuba
Bharati Krirangan in Kolkata in the Indian
Super League (ISL) 2024-25 season.

Jose Molina’s men were on the offensive, and

went ahead courtesy of an own goal from
Stefan Sapic followed by a superb goal from
Tom Aldred in the first half., Early in the
second half, Jason Cummings scored the
third as they secured their 10th win of this
season of the competition.

The hosts were rewarded in the ninth minute

when they grabbed the lead courtesy of an
own goal conceded by Stefan Sapic. Their
efforts bore fruit in the 41st minute when
Aldred doubled the lead with a diving
header following Liston’s pinpoint delivery
inside the box, The move was initiated by
Sahal’s comer, marking MBSG's 15th set-
piece goal.,

The hosts continued their dominance into the

second hall with Cummings getting into the
scoresheet in the 31st minute, Commings
brought down a long pass from the right

PR

flank and released Maclaren in space. The
Australian served it back on a plate to
Cummings, who beat Arshdeep in goal with
a first-time finish.

catch at short cover, ending a hard-fought
48-run partnership between Pant and
Ravindra Jadeja, which had consumed
151 deliveries.

Boland compounded India’s woes by
dismissing debutant Nitish Kumar Reddy
for a golden duck the very nextball.

Gavaskar, never one to mince words, was
taken aback by the pitch's grass cover.
Speaking on Star Sports, he noted, "l
haven't seen so much grass on a Sydney
pitch in the past. Probably, the grass cover
15 om the higher side compared to other
pitches in the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
2024-25, The batting is tough, and the
visiting batters are not able to connect the
bat with the ball."The SCG wicket drew
comparisons o some of the toughest
pitches seen in recent cricket. Gavaskar
praised Rishabh Pant for his bravery and
adaptability, noting the stark difference
between the challenges posed by this
wicket and those from the previous Test.

"Rishabh Pant is putting his body on the

line for India, and that's exactly what vou
need to do on a pitch like this, where tough
questions will be asked. It's easy tw
underestimate how challenging it is. Look at
the previous Test—this one is nastier,”
Gavaskar added,

Edged and gone, again:

Virat Kohli booed at SCG,

dismissed for 17

Svdney. Senior India batter Virat Kohli once

again edged the ball to the slips in the Border-
Ciavaskar Trophy. This was the 6th time out of
7 innings that Kohli got out edging the ball
outside off stump.Senior India batter Virat
Kohli once again edged the ball to the slips in
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy, This was the
ath time out of 7 innings that Kohli got out
edging the ball outside off stump. This was the
6th time that Kohli got out by edging the ball
outside off stump. The Indian No.d has been

challenged in the comidor of uncertainty
throughout the series, and has managed to
edge the ball every time despite looking
set,Kohli's exploits in series as follows: 5,
100*, 7,11,3, 36, 5and now 17.

The only time Kohli did not edge the ball to the

slips was when he remained unbeaten in the
second innmings of the opening innings at
Perthan other note, Viral Kohli's love-hate
relationship with Australia continued after the
batter was booed by the SCG crowd on
Friday, January 3. Kohli got jeered by the
crowd while entering the arena.

The batter has been targetted by the crowd ever

since bumping into Sam Konstas in the first
innings of the Melbourne Test match. Kohli
had rammed into the voung Australia batter at
the MCG when the voungster took on Jasprit
Bumrah in the Boxing Day Test match. At the
time of writing, India were 100/4 with
Ravindra Jadeja and Rishabh Pant rebuilding
for India. The team had lost Yashasvi Jaiswal,
KL Rahul, Shubman Gill and Virat Kohli so
far.

All-round Bumrah sparks India's hopes
after batters fail in grassy Sydney

wIND vs AUS, SCG Test: Jasprit Bumrah

t [ndia in the hunt once agai ite
a team facing a torrid time for the larger
part of Day 1 at the SCG Test on Friday.
Despite restmg Rohit Sharma, India
batters were a no-show once again in
the ongoing series and were bowled out
for just 185 runs on a spicy Sydney
pitch.

MNew Dedhi  Jasprit Bumrah's India were left in

a heap of trouble on Day 1 of the New Year's
Test match in Sydney. After opting to bat first
on a spicy Sydney Cricket Ground deck,
India were bowled out for just 185 runs. Big
names - Yirat Kohli, Shubman Gill, KL
Rahul failed to put up resistance as Australia
pacers rolled over the visitors by making use
of the full Tmm of grass left on the pitch. The
green tinged wicket mixed with overcast
conditions made it perfect conditions for the

The Indian team returned to bowl only 3

team, taking the upper hand in the
final Test match of the series.Some
semblance of balance was brought
back into the encounter very late in
the day when stand-in captain Jasprit
Bumrah not only added a crucial 37
runs with Prasidh Krishna and
Mohammed Siraj, but alse fired up
Iincia with a terrific 2-over-spell in the
final minutes on Friday.

overs late in the day, and perhaps gave
an idea of how this Test match is going
to pan out. Jasprit Bumrah bowled
India's two of three overs and made
Usman Khawaja skip and hop
throughout his short spell. Bumrah,
managed to hand India the
breakthrough of Usman Khawaja in the last
ball of Day 1 - something that the team
desperately needed for a mental boost after a
tough day.Some semblance of balance was
brought back into the encounter very late in
the day when stand-in captain Jasprit
Bumrah not only added a crucial 37 runs
with Prasidh Krishna and Mohammed Siraj,
but also fired up India with a tervific 2-over-
spell in the final minutes on Friday.

Australian quartet to dominate the India The Indian team returned to bowl only 3 overs

late in the day, and perhaps gzave an idea of
how this Test match s going to pan out,
Jasprit Bumrah bowled India's two of three
overs and made Usman Khawaja skip and
hop throughout his short spell. Bumrah,
managed to hand India the breakthrough of
Usman Khawaja in the last ball of Day 1 -
something that the team desperately needed
for a mental boost after a tough day. That
however, does not take away the fact that the
visitors reeled under pressure for the better
part of the day in Sydney.

IND vs AUS, 5th Test: Day |
Highlights
IND ws AUS, SCG Test Day 1
As It Happened
India were put on the backfoot
at the toss itself after Jasprit
Bumrah opted to bow] first on
a greenish wicket at the SCG
under overcast conditions.
While India cannot be berated
for opting to bat at the SCG, a
track that s expected to break
as the game goes on, but [ndia
could have taken the call
based on more visual
evidence than historical data,
India chose to once again play 2
spinners on the track, that had
Tmm of grass left on it. The result, as it
turned out, was a hormible one for India - as
they were bowled out for just 1 85 runs.India
batters, already low on confidence, found it
difficult to bat on in the seaming conditions
and lost two wickets in the first 10 overs of
the game (7.4 overs). Pegged back, India
dropped anchor with Virat Kohli and
Shubman Gill to bring up a steady
partnership that lasted till the final over of
the morning session.
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C 7 ~ Arjun Kapoor, Rakul Preet Singh And

. Bhumi Pednekar Starrer Mere Husband

“s l s Ki Bivi To Release On THIS Date

K L4

Smiles Bright As She Jets Off From
Jamnagar With Vedang Raina

hushi Kapoor and Vedang Raina’s rumoured relationship is nothing unknown to their
fans. They are often spotted hitting parties together and going on vacations with their
2lose ones. Recently, they celebrated their New Year's Eve ai Jamnagar, and weré
papped at the airport while jetting off from there. In a video shared by a paparazzo on ; _
Instagram, Khushi Kapoor and Vedang Raina were spotted entering the Jamnagar airport. The - . ™1 . - work on films like Pati Patni Aur Woh, Happy Bhag
rumoured couple were also joined by Sky Force actor Veer Pahariva.In the clip, Janhvi St o AR i - =k Jayegi, and Khel Khel Mein, the film promises to
. : ke . k1 .4 £ Ao deliver a fresh and entertaining story.

rjun Kapoor, Rakul Preet Singh, and Bhumi
A Pednekar will soon be seen in a romantic

comedy film titled Mere Husband Ki Biwi.
The makers have released a quirky motion poster
and also announced the release date. The film is all
sel 1o hit the theatre on February 21, 2025, Fans
have also reacted to it.Taking to their Instagram
handles, Pooja Entertainment shared the motion
poster and caption reads, “Yahaan pyaar ki
geometry thodi twisted hai—kyunki ve love
triangle nahi, pura cirecle hail!
#MereHusbandKiBiwi In Cinemas 21st February,
2025." Directed by Mudassar Aziz, known for his

K.i]wlur s sister was seen smiling brightly uﬁ]lc posing Itu:rlthc *.-Ijutn:_rhugs. hmnonr_ed u’uts_id:e o~ e One of the fans wrote, “Can’t waitittutit”, Another
the airport. Her Jovful m.n:md reflected the fun and festivities of their gala New Year's Eve | &8 wrote, “It would be Damnn beautiful Chemistry
cclcbntlmn in Jamnagar in the presence of her ]:.]\-'Qd ones. Khushi even took a moment to between Arjun Kapoor and rAkul preet.” Mere
pose after being approached by some of her fans for a selfie. Husband Ki Biwi is produced by Vashu Bhagnani,
For the day, Khushi wore a black-hued tank top teamed with an olive green sweater and Jackky Bhagnani, and Deepshikha Deshmukh,
loose-fitted denim pants. She also opted for a middle-parted open hairdo, subtle makeup, a On the work front, Arjun Kapoor was last seen in
pair of white sneakers, minimal accessories Singham Aga_in. Singhum_ Again .-i]umf_n:ﬁ_wd a
and a pink handbag to amp up her uber-cool parallel narrative to that of the m;-rt_]'_mlug‘lfml epic
ook On the e hand,Vedang spored e T e e
s | ' . . 3 | I Lt o b
hlack I-shirt pmn__wj w:[hamat?mngleather K- alciere weithi- i feany el Swelndes: Tige
Jacket and denim pants. Veer looked Shroff, Akshay Kumar and Ranveer Singh. Rohit
handsome in an all-black ] Shetty’s recent release is the third in the Singham
ensemble Khushi Kapoor, being an avid

film franchise and the fifth instalment in his Cop
social media user, gave lovely glimpses j'

‘Il‘

Universe afler Singham, Singham Again, Simmba

of her New Year’s Eve celebrations at and So""r}'ﬂ".ﬂ"'ﬁl"i' _ _

Jamnagar. In a sweet Instagram post, Rakul Preet Singh will be next seen in De De Pyaar

Boney Kapoor was seen De 2. Unlike the first part, which was helmed by

uﬂ'-:ulitdlnuh:lv wrapping Akiv Ali, the sequel will be helmed by Anshul
; » Sharma, known for the film Saare Jahaan Se

his hands around Mehnga Bhumi will be making her web series

her as they debut with Daldal in which she will be seen playing
posed for the a cop. Filming of the series is already completed. It
lens. In the will be released on Prime Video next vear, Apart

from this, she also has another web show titled The
Royals opposite [shaan Khatter. The show also
features celebs like Nora Fatehi, Chunky Panday,
Sakshi Tanwar, Dino Morea and Milind Soman.

Divyenndu Sharma’s Beard
Game Is Strong As He Steps
Out In Style In Black

!

background, we got
a sneak peek into the starry
lights-filled decoration, which looked
simply stunning. She captioned the
photos as “Happy 2025."

Before that, Khushi Kapoor
maximised the festive spirit
with her rumoured
boyfriend Vedang Raina
in cute, cosy pictures for
Christmas. In the
photos, the actress wore
a green sweater teamed with a short mini skirt and a red purse. In
one of the frames, she was seen posing for a mirror selfie with the
Jigra actor, who looked handsome in a reindeer-printed blue
sweater, Khushi's Christmas special carousel also featured their
close friend, Orry. Sharing it, she wrote, “A cute ugly Christmas
sweater party.”

On the work front, Khushi Kapoor will be next seen in the
upcoming romantic comedy Loveyapa alongside Aamir
Khan's son, Junaid Khan, Directed by Advait Singh Chandan,
the film will hit the theatres on February 7.

&

ivyenndu Sharma is known for his portrayal

of Munna Tripathi aka Munna Bhaiva in the

popular series Mirzapur. Backed by Farhan
Akhtar, the show was a big hit and gained him
widespread recognition, On Wednesday night, the
actor grabbed the audience’s attention with his
dashing look as he was spotted leaving a
restaurant.

Several pictures and videos of the actor surfaced on
social media.In one such video, the Madgaon
Express actor is seen striking a pose at the
restaurant entrance. As the clip moves forward, the
actor is also seen interacting and clicking pictures
with the paps stationed outside.

Divyenndu looked handsome as he opted for an all-
black formal look. He wore a shirt and teamed with
matching panis. He was seen with a heavy beard
look Fans were quick to share their reactions on
social media. An Instagram user wrote, “Hottie,"
Another one wrote, “Hero h hero apna munna
bhaiya." One of them commented, “Stunning
look."

Meanwhile, on the work front, the actor first gained
recognition with his performance in the comedy
film Pyaar Ka Punchnama which was released in
2011. The film also starred Kartik Aaryan,
Nushrrait Bharuecha and Ishita Sharma in leads.

Post that he went on to feature in big-budgeted films
like Toilet: Ek Prem Katha, Batti Gul Meter
Chaalu and others. His career shot to fame afier he
appeared in Farhan Akhtar’s web series Mirzapur.
He was part of the show’s season 1, which was
released in 2018 and season 2, which premiered in
2020,

Afier the grand success of Mirzapur, the makers
recently announced a {ilm based on the web series.
Notably, the original cast including Pankaj
Tripathi, Ali Fazal, Abhishek Banerjee and
Divyenndu will be seen reuniting for the project.
Created by Puneet Krishna and directed by
Gurmmeet Singh, the Mirzapur film is scheduled

Goes Out On Lunch In Mumbai,
Looks Glam In A Floral Dress

played supporting reles. Kanguva is produced by
KE Gnanavelraja and Vamsi Pramod under the
banners Studio Green and UV Creations,

Up next, Disha Patani will next be seen in Welcome
To The Jungle. Helmed by Ahmed Khan, the
upcoming film revolves around two police
othicers

day afler welcoming the New Year with a
bash, Disha Patani stepped out for lunch in
Mumbai. In a clip posted by a celebrity
“photographer on Instagram, the actress was seen
entering the Mizu restaurant in Pali. Disha, a true-
¢ [ashion icon, slipped into a floral mini-dress
the day out. Her OOTD featured flowy sleeves
d a ruflled hem. Minimal jewellery and open
air sealed her avatar, She teamed up her pretty
putfit with a furry pink sling bag.The clip
showed Disha Patani getting out of her car and
greeting the paparazzi. She smiled at the

Jay Bakshi and Sandhya who have

estaurant. Fans reacted to the video by dropping
red hearis and fire emojis. A few also called her
“beautiful.”

Mouni Roy and her husband Suraj Nambiar,
Mouni suffered a mini accident as she was
exiting the venue. The actress tripped on the
~ stairs and fell while on her way out, Disha was
seen helping Mouni by holding her hand. Suraj
also rushed to his wite’s aid. Take a look at the
video here:

Workwise, Disha Patani was last seen in Kanguva.

Directed by Siva, the film is led by Suriya. The

been assigned the task of tracking down a

P

action drama also starred Bobby Deol as the
antagonist, The film was released in Telugu,
Kannada, Malayalam, Hindi, and English on
November 14, 2024, Jagapathn Babu, Prakash Raj,
Yogi Babu, KS Ravikumar, Harish Uthaman,

= Kovai Sarala, Vasundhara Kashyap and Anandraj

notorious criminal, Raj Solanki. Things take a turn
for the worse after Jay learns that his partner
Sandhya is related to the criminal Besides Disha
Patani, Welcome To The Jungle features a cast
ensemble of Akshay Kumar, Sanjay Dutt, Suniel
Shetty, Jacqueline Fermandez and Rajpal Yadav
among others.

forrelease in 2026,

He was lasi seen in the film Agni which premiered on
the OTT giant Prime Video. Helmed by Rahul
Dholakia, known for Raeces, and produced by
Farhan Akhtar, the film also featured Pratik
Gandhi and Siyami Kherin the lead roles.



