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Govt's third term witnessing work at thrice the
speed of previous dispensations: Prez Murmu

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Jan. 31: The government's third

term is seeing work being done at thrice the
speed of previous administrations with a
determination to end "policy paralysis",
President Droupadi Murmu said on Friday,
citing decisions on issues such as Waqf
boards and One Nation, One Election.
Addressing a joint session of Parliament,
signalling the start of the Budget session,
Murmu said the government has placed
special focus on the education of the youth
and is creating new employment opportuni-
ties for them. Before starting her address,
Murmu paid homage to former prime minis-
ter Manmohan Singh who passed away
recently. She also paid tributes to those who
died in a stampede at the Maha Kumbh.
"The third term of the government is wit-
nessing work at thrice the speed of previous
administrations. The government has taken
big decisions on issues such as Waqf boards and
One Nation, One Election," she said. The President
noted that the government has worked with deter-
mination to end "policy paralysis". "My government
has not only recognised the contribution of the mid-

dle class but also appreciated it at every opportuni-
ty. The government is also working to give appropri-
ate rates for farm produce and increase the income

of farmers. "Many employment opportunities are
being created as various steps are being taken for
economic empowerment of the cooperative sector,"
she said. Murmu said the government has decided
to expand the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana to pro-
vide new houses to 3 crore additional families.

"Under the Ayushman Bharat scheme, the govern-
ment decided to provide health insurance to 6 crore
citizens aged 70 years and above. The government

has placed special focus on the education of
the youth and creating new employment
opportunities for them," she said. The
President asserted that the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir has changed after the
abrogation of Article 370. "My government
has made efforts to end the feeling of alien-
ation in the people of the northeast," she said.
Murmu also underlined that digital fraud,
cyber crime and deepfake pose a challenge to
social, economic and national security.
"India's metro network has now crossed the
1,000-km milestone. The U-WIN portal has
been launched to keep track of the vaccina-
tion schedule for pregnant women and chil-
dren," she said. Ahead of her address,
Murmu was welcomed in the Parliament
premises by Vice President Jagdeep

Dhankhar, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla and an official carrying
the 'Sengol', adopted as a cultural symbol by the
government. The President arrived in a six-horse
driven ceremonial buggy and was escorted by the
horse-mounted Presidential bodyguard.

Kharge comes to Sonia Gandhi's defence
over her ‘poor thing’ remark on President

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, Jan 31: Kharge said it was the

BJP that insulted the President by not invit-
ing her to the inauguration of the new
Parliament building or the Ayodhya Ram
Temple As the row over Sonia Gandhi's
'poor thing' remark about President
Droupadi Murmu intensified, Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge came to her
defence and accused the BJP and media of
twisting her statements. Reiterating that
Congress has always respected the dignity
of the office of the President, Kharge said
that the BJP leaders and a section of the
media are twisting the phrase used by
Sonia Gandhi to hide the bad state of the
economy. Kharge counter-attacked the
Modi government and said it was the BJP
that insulted the President by not inviting
her to the inauguration of the new
Parliament building or the Ayodhya Ram
Temple. "Her Excellency the President was
insulted by the Modi government on the very
day when he was not invited to the inauguration
ceremony of the new Parliament," Kharge said

in a post in Hindi on X. "The Indian National
Congress and our leaders can never insult Her
Excellency the President or any citizen. This is

not our culture. The BJP had deliberately kept
our current President and previous President
away from both the Temple of Democracy and
the Ram Temple," he added. Kharge's remarks
came after the BJP launched an all-out attack on

the Congress over its former president Sonia
Gandhi's remarks on Murmu's address to a joint
sitting of Parliament, saying they were "deeply

disrespectful" and underscored the opposi-
tion's "continued disregard" for the dignity
of the highest constitutional office. In the
video, Gandhi remarked that President
Murmu appeared "very tired" by the end of
her speech and called her a "poor thing."
"The poor lady, the President, was getting
very tired by the end... she could hardly
speak, poor thing," Sonia Gandhi was heard
saying in a video doing the rounds on social
media. BJP President JP Nadda con-
demned the comment, calling it "deeply dis-
respectful" and accusing the opposition of
undermining the dignity of the office.
"Former Congress president Sonia
Gandhi's use of the phrase 'poor thing' to
refer to the President is deeply disrespect-
ful and underscores the opposition's contin-

ued disregard for the dignity of the highest con-
stitutional office," Nadda said. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also slammed Congress veteran
Sonia Gandhi saying the "royal family" insulted
"a tribal daughter".

Rahul Gandhi questions Nirmala
Sitharaman's budget-making process

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Jan 31: Congress MP

Rahul Gandhi on Friday launched a
sharp attack on Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman over the prepa-
ration of the Union Budget, ques-
tioning the alleged lack of represen-
tation for the marginalised commu-
nities in the decision-making
process. Speaking at a rally in Delhi
ahead of the assembly polls, Gandhi
highlighted the absence of Dalits,
tribals, backward classes, and
minorities in the budget-making
process. Washington Aviation
Disaster: 18 Dead After Jet-Chopper
Crash Over Potomac River!
"Tomorrow you will see that the
finance minister will go with a brief-
case. A photo will come. You will not
see a single Dalit, a tribal, a backward
class person or a minority in the photo. 90
officers will prepare the budget tomorrow.
Out of 90, 3 officers are from OBC. Your
population is 50 per cent and tomorrow if

100 rupees are distributed in the budget,
then your officers will decide only 5
rupees," ANI quoted Gandhi as saying.

Gandhi's criticism comes a day ahead of
the 2025 Union Budget, which will be pre-
sented by Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on February 1.
Gandhi then turned his focus to AAP
national convener Arvind Kejriwal and

accused him too of not including people
from minority communities in his team.
"There are 9 people in Kejriwal's team.

There is no Dalit, Adivasi, back-
ward class or minority in this lead-
ership team. This is also a party of
2-3 per cent," said Gandhi. The
Congress leader also lashed out
at Kejriwal for failing to clean
Yamuna after 10 years. "Kejriwal
had said 5 years ago that he
would drink Yamuna water, and
take a dip in Yamuna. He is roam-
ing around with a water bottle and
saying that the Haryana govern-
ment or someone else has made it
dirty. Kejriwal, the responsibility
is yours. Our fight is based on ide-
ology, our fight is not opportunis-
tic," he added. Gandhi also criti-

cised the AAP government for destroying
the infrastructure built by the Congress
during former CM Sheila Dixit's tenure.
"Arvind Kejriwal came in a WagonR and
went straight to the parking lot of Sheesh
Mahal. 

No attempt from abroad to stoke trouble before Parliament session: PM Modi
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Jan. 31: It is perhaps the
first time since 2014 that no attempt has
been made from abroad to "stoke a fire" in
India before the start of a Parliament ses-
sion, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
on Friday. Ahead of Parliament's Budget
session, Modi also took a swipe at opposi-
tion parties, saying that there were people
abroad ready to do mischief before every
session since 2014 and there was also no
dearth of those here who would fuel such
attempts. "Shayad 2014 se lekar ab tak, ye
pehla Parliament ka satr hai, ki jiske ek-do
din pehle koi videshi chingari nahi pakdi
hai, videsh mein se aag lagane ki koshish
nahi hui hai (Perhaps since 2014, this is
the first session of Parliament in which a
day or two before the session, there has
been no foreign attempt to stoke a fire
from abroad)," Modi told reporters before
the start of the session. "This is the first
session I am seeing in the last 10 years in
which there has been no attempt to stoke

a fire from any foreign corner," the prime
minister said. With his government
tabling its first full-fledged budget on
Saturday in its third term, Modi said he
prayed that Goddess Lakshmi, who is
associated with wealth, will bless the
poor and middle class. He expressed
confidence that this Budget session will
infuse new confidence and energy in
attaining the goal of 'Viksit Bharat' by
2047. He said his government has been
working in mission mode in its third
term for an all-round development and
asserted that innovation, inclusion and
investment have shaped its economic
agenda. Modi said many historic bills
will be taken up during the session and
will become laws after comprehensive
debate to strengthen the country.
"Particularly, important decisions will be
taken during the session to empower
women to ensure they get equal rights and
any sectarian or faith-based discrimination
is removed," he said. Modi also expressed
confidence that every MP, especially the

young ones, will contribute to the agenda
of 'Viksit Bharat' during the session.
Stressing on the mantra of 'Reform,
Perform and Transform', Modi said fast-

paced development has to be achieved and
the maximum emphasis is on reform. He
said the state and Central governments
have to perform together and one can see
transformation through public participa-
tion. "Ours is a young country... The youth
of 20-25 years of age today, when they will

be 45-50 years-old, they will be the biggest
beneficiaries of a developed India. At that
stage of their age, they will be sitting in
that place in the policy making system...

They will proudly move forward with
a developed India," Modi said.
Hence, this effort to fulfill the resolve
of a developed India, this immense
hard work, is going to be a great gift
for our teenagers, our young genera-
tion, he said. "Those who had joined
the freedom struggle in 1930, 1942...
The entire youth generation of the
country was engrossed in the free-
dom struggle, and the fruits of that
were reaped by the generation that
came after 25 years," Modi said.
Similarly, these 25 years would be

marked by the intention of people to
achieve a prosperous and developed India
through their resolve and reach the pinna-
cle through their achievements, he said.
Therefore, in this budget session, all MPs
will contribute to strengthen the resolve of
a developed India, Modi said.

IT panel to recommend umbrella body
for TV, print and online media

ST Correspondent
New Delhi, Jan 31: The Parliamentary panel on

communications and information technology will rec-
ommend that the Union government form an umbrella
media regulatory body, Media Council of India The
Parliamentary panel on communications and informa-
tion technology led by Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
lawmaker Nishikant Dubey will recommend that the
Union government form an umbrella media regulatory
body, Media Council of India, to regulate print, televi-
sion and online media, functionaries aware of the
development said on Friday. According to a senior
member of the panel, an umbrella body is needed
given that the same content appears across platforms.

“You work for a paper. Your articles in the paper comes
under the purview of the Press Council of India. But
when the same article appears online edition of the
paper, there is no regulatory mechanism.” Currently,
two different bodies oversee print and electronic
media and there is no central regulator to control
online content.  The Press Council of India, a body con-
stituted through an act of Parliament, is a statutory
quasi-judicial autonomous authority with the objectives
of preserving the freedom of the press and maintaining
and improving the standards of newspapers and news
agencies. The panel, which discussed threadbare the
raging issue of fake news in its meeting on Friday,
plans to recommend this, apart from other sweeping
changes in the regulatory system governing the media
landscape. In the meeting, Dubey said, “Paid news is
rampant. Gullible and illiterate people believe the same
as truth. Ethical boundaries are crossed due to lack of
strong regulatory mechanism. Expensive and long-
drawn legal battles faced by the journalists and media
houses discourage investigative journalism. Fake news
is playing havoc in the country especially during the
elections. Media trails of sensational cases sometimes
affects the legal course.” “In order to increase TRPs,
many TV news channels focus on sensationalism over
serious journalism. 

Sonia Gandhi referring to
President as 'poor thing'

demeans high office
New Delhi, Jan. 31: The BJP on Friday

latched on to former Congress president
Sonia Gandhi's reaction to President
Droupadi Murmu's address to both Houses
of Parliament, alleging the Congress leader
referring to the President as a "poor thing"
demeans the high office and reflects her feu-
dal mindset. Soon after the President deliv-
ered her address to the joint sitting, Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra were seen discussing the speech. "The
poor lady, the President, was getting very
tired by the end...She could hardly speak
poor thing," Sonia Gandhi was purportedly
heard saying in a video doing the rounds on
social media. Latching on to the remark, BJP
IT department head Amit Malviya said on X,
"Sonia Gandhi referring to the President as a
'poor thing' demeans the high office and
reflects her feudal mindset. This is not the
first time the Congress has ridiculed the first
tribal woman to hold the highest constitution-
al office in the country." "Rahul Gandhi, the
Leader of the Opposition, who frequently
flaunts a copy of the Constitution, has not
even considered making a courtesy visit to
the President," he said. 

Sanjay Kumar
Mumbai, Jan 31: Amid allega-

tions that false cases were filed
against BJP leaders during Uddhav
Thackeray's Maha Vikas Aghadi

(MVA) government, the state gov-
ernment formed a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) on Friday
to investigate the alleged conspiracy.
The SIT, which will probe the accusa-
tions made by BJP leader Pravin
Darekar, will be headed by
Satyanarayan Chaudhary, Joint
Commissioner of Police (Law and
Order), Mumbai Police. The four-
member panel also includes Rajiv
Jain, Deputy Inspector General of the

State Reserve Police Force; Navnath
Dhavle, Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Mumbai police, and Adikrao
Pol, Assistant Commissioner of
Police, Mumbai. The panel will probe

and submit the report on the
same within 30 days, the order
said. The decision to constitute
an SIT was taken on the basis
of information shared by the
BJP's Pravin Darekar in the
Maharashtra legislative coun-
cil during the winter session in
December 2024, the GR said.
Darekar had claimed that
there was a conspiracy to regis-
ter false cases against Fadnavis
and Shinde. The Maharashtra
leader also said that he had evi-

dence in the form of audio record-
ings. He claimed that under the MVA
government led by Uddhav
Thackeray, criminal cases were filed
against key Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leaders Devendra Fadnavis
and Eknath Shinde. Shinde, now
Maharashtra deputy chief minister,
was then part of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led cabinet as urban
development minister. 

SIT to probe Uddhav govt's alleged conspiracy
of false cases against Fadnavis, Shinde

New Delhi, Jan 31: The court reserved
the judgment after hearing the final argu-
ments over the killings of Jaswant Singh
and his son Tarundeep Singh on
November 1, 1984. Special judge Kaveri

Baweja reserved the verdict after the pros-
ecution completed its arguments. The
judge, who reserved verdict in the case, on
December 21 allowed the prosecution to
argue on certain points on a plea by the
state. "Put up for judgment on the next
date of hearing," the judge said. According
to the PTI report, the prosecution had
sought court's permission to argue on cer-

tain points, which it claimed to be "essen-
tial for just adjudication of the case". It said
the arguments were in response to defence
counsel's submissions made on January 8
on certain issues. The case is related to the

alleged killings of two persons in
Saraswati Vihar area during the
anti-Sikh riots that erupted in the
aftermath of former prime minister
Indira Gandhi's assassination in
1984. The court reserved the judg-
ment after hearing the final argu-
ments over the killings of Jaswant
Singh and his son Tarundeep
Singh on November 1, 1984.
Though Punjabi Bagh police sta-
tion registered the case initially, a
special investigation team later

took over the investigation, the report
added. On December 16, 2021, the court
framed charges against Kumar, finding a
"prima facie" case against him. According
to the prosecution, a huge mob, armed
with deadly weapons, resorted to large-
scale looting, arson and destruction of
properties of Sikhs to avenge the assassi-
nation of Indira Gandhi.

Delhi court to pronounce verdict against ex-Cong MP
Sajjan Kumar in 1984 anti-Sikh riots
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IIIT Bangalore, University of Toronto collaborate 
on AI-driven solutions to enhance infrastructure PATHANAMTHITTA.  A bucket

list that includes hitchhiking
travelling solo, and scaling
mountains like Kilimanjaro may
not be easy to pull off for a middle-
aged married woman who also
helps her husband run an
educational institution. But
Tiruvalla resident Seena Majnu’s
steely resolve has seen her find the
time and the energy required to
nurture her passion.

Last April, she trekked to the base
camp of Mount Everest, and in
November, she summited the
5 , 8 9 5 - m e t r e  h i g h  M o u n t
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania -- the
highest mountain in Africa and the
highest free-standing mountain
above sea level in the world. And
now, she is preparing to climb
Mount Elbrus in Russia, the
highest mountain in Europe at
5,642 metres.

In her forties, Seena braved cold and
acute mountain sickness, among
other hurdles associated with hilly
terrain, during the 11-day travel
from Kathmandu to the Everest
base camp. “Acclimatisation is a
challenge. However, besides
following your passion, going into
nature’s lap and finding solace
there is also a healing,” she tellsI.

She undertook the climb to the base
camp, at 5,364 metres, after a year
of training. There, she met many
people from across the globe, who
inspired her to do the Seven
Summits.

The Kilimanjaro trip, she says
changed her perception of Africa
as it was the safest journey she has
ever had. “The people there were
so friendly,” she recalls. An
advocate turned educator, Seena
married Majnu M Rajan in 2007
and has since been associated with
the management of National
College, a tutorial college run by
her husband in Tiruvalla.

 Though she had enrolled as an
advocate in 2014, she is not
practising now because of time
constraints.Shuffling household
chores and office hours, Seena
maintains her fitness through long
walks and regular gym workouts

. While conceding that taking time
out to nurture one’s interests is
difficult for women as they have to
prioritise many things, the climber
says it is not difficult to convince
family members through open
communication.

Kadapa ‘Raja-Rani Dolls’ seek marketing help

Greater Chennai Corporation 
makes microchipping must for 
pet dog licence

Educator-turned-solo traveller 
gears up for Seven Summits

CHENNAI. To prevent abandonment of pet 
dogs and the subsequent increase of strays, 
the Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC) 
has made it compulsory to implant 
microchips on canines to get pet licence. A 
resolution was passed during the 
corporation council meeting at Ripon 
Building on Thursday.Owners found 
abandoning their pets will face fines or legal 
action, the resolution said. This system will 
also help in tracking the lost pets.

Dr J Kamal Hussain, the GCC Veterinary 
officer, said, “The microchipping will be 
done at GCC’s six pet clinics and will be 
further extended to the Tamil Nadu 
Veter inary  and  Animal  Sc iences  
University’s veterinary hospital, and 
private veterinary clinics.”The microchips 
will store details such as the pet’s name, 
species, breed, colour, sex, age, vaccination 
status, and a unique identification number 
recognised by the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research.The GCC will 
develop a dedicated online software and a 
mobile app to be integrated with the 
corporation’s existing online pet licencing 
portal. In August 2023, GCC introduced an 
online licencing system, leading to 9,151 
registrations so far. However, the current 
system only tracks pet numbers and 
vaccination status.In 2024, a survey by the 
Worldwide Veterinary Service found 
around 1.8 lakh stray dogs in Chennai. The 
GCC, under TNAWB’s guidance,  
introduced the microchipping mandate to 
pin accountability on pet owners.While 
now, Rs 50 is being charged to obtain a pet 
licence, the corporation is yet to decide 
about the charges for microchipping.

BENGALURU. A 24-year-old college 
student was molested by two unidentified 
men who tried to get into her cab in the early 
hours of Monday.The incident took place 
near Kammanahalli in Banasawadi police 
station limits and the police are yet to arrest 
the accused. The police said the incident 
occurred between 2 am and 3 am on 
Monday.The woman had booked a cab to 
Whitefield from Chikkamma Layout in 
Kammanahalli. As she got into the car and 
closed the door, two strangers attempted to 
barge into the rear seat. Shocked by this, she 
immediately got out of the car and started 
running towards her house.One of the 
accused ran after her, caught her by the neck 
and touched her inappropriately, while the 
cab driver tried to fight off the other 

miscreant. Her screams alerted the residents 
who rushed to her aid, and the two suspects 
fled, the police said.Later that evening, the 
woman filed a complaint, and the police 
registered a case under Sections 74 (assault 
or use of criminal force to a woman with 
intent to outrage her modesty) and 75 
(sexual harassment) of the BNS. 

Councillors concerned over Chennai 
corporation officials skipping panel meetings

KURNOOL.  The process of setting up High Court Bench in 
Kurnool was initiated with the formal request from the HC 
Registrar to the district administration for information on 
the availability of infrastructure to accommodate the 
judiciary and related personnel.Kurnool Collector P 
Ranjith Basha directed the Revenue Divisional Officer, 
Superintending Engineer of Roads & Buildings, and the 
Commissioner of Kurnool Municipal Corporation to 
identify suitable buildings and land to accommodate the 
court rooms and other needed infrastructure. ‘The Registrar 
asked for the information to be submitted by January 30, 
marking a tight deadline for district authorities. Kurnool 
district Bar Association general secretary BS Ravikanth 
Prasad said that this move follows the State’s efforts to 
decentralise judicial services. The HC Bench move met 
with enthusiasm from local advocates, he added.

Another senior advocate and president of National Lawyers 
Forum for Social Justice Y Jayaraju said, “We are 
welcoming this move as yet another step forward in setting 
up permanent High Court Bench in Rayalaseema region at 
Kurnool. They view it as a long-awaited opportunity to 
reduce the travel burden on legal professionals, providing 
faster case resolutions and greater efficiency in the judicial 
system.”Local officials are hopeful that suitable 
infrastructure will be found in time to allow the HC Bench 
to begin functioning as soon as possible, marking a new era 
in the Rayalaseema region’s legal landscape.Speaking to , 
Kurnool District Revenue Officer (In-charge) 
Venkateswarlu said that they directed the officials 
concerned to immediately find out of the available 
accommodation required to set up the HC Bench in 
Kurnool, and then they will submit a detailed report to the 
higher officials.They are mainly focused on finding 
buildings that can accommodate 15 High Court Judges, as 
well as various rooms for court operations and other 
essential amenities, he added. They are also tasked with 
identifying residential accommodation for judges.hey are 
mainly focused on finding buildings .

S t a t e  a n d  a l s o  i nK A D A PA .   A r t i s a n s  i n  
neighbouring Tamil NaduS e t t i g u n t a  a n d  
and Karnataka where thesLakshmigaripalle, known for 
dolls are gifted duringtheir intricate wooden Raja-
weddings as a long-standingRani dolls, are seeking the 
tradition.The craft gainedState government support to 
national attention betweenpreserve their century-old 
1997 and 2002 whencraft, much like the recognition 
g o v e r n m e n t - b a c k e dgiven to Etikoppaka toys as a 
exhibitions across thsymbol of Andhra Pradesh’s 
country showcased thesrich cultural heritage. The local 
toys. A notable momenartisans are urging the State 
came when artisans from thgovernment to help them 
region presented theimarket their dolls nationally.
Shakuntala wooden dolFor decades, around 100 families 

The feasibility of the project is currently crafted from white pumpkin wood at anof Settigunta and Lakshmigaripalle 
under review by SIDBI (Small exhibition in Hyderabad, where ivillages in the Railway Koduru region 
Industries Development Bank of India), caught the eye of then-US President Bilof the erstwhile Kadapa district have 
with field inspections expected in Clinton, who purchased it.been crafting Raja-Rani wooden dolls 
February. The project is likely to take In 1993, artisans formed the Sri Lakshmand other intricately designed wooden 
shape by June-July, with 85% funding Venkateswara Artistic Wooden Toytoys that enjoy demand not only in the 
from the Centre and 15% from the State. Makers Cooperative Society, led by KTelugu States but also in Karnataka and 
Once approved, the initiative gives an Subbarayudu Achari. While earlieTamil Nadu.
impetus to the local toy-making generations relied solely on this crafT h e  A n d h r a  P r a d e s h  M S M E  
industry through training programmes, for livelihood, many families have sincDevelopment Corporation recently 
necessary infrastructure and machinery shifted to other professions due toidentified the region as a Raja-Rani 
to sustain the makers, thereby carrying dwindling support.Dolls Cluster, a decision welcomed by 
on the intricate tradition.Located along Speaking to TNIE, K Subbarayuduthe artisans. Under the Government of 
the Kurnool-Chit toor National  Achari emphasised that recognition as India’s Ministry of MSME, cluster 
Highway, these villages have a 100- Raja-Rani Dolls Cluster would boosdevelopment programmes require the 
year-old legacy of wooden toy-making, training programmes, infrastructurState government proposals for 
with nearly 100 families engaged in the development, and national-leveapproval.  Therefore, the State 
craft. marketing opportunities.He highlightedgovernment submitted a Detailed 

 Men, women, and children alike the unique demand for Settigunta dollsProject Report (DPR) prepared by 
contribute to this art form, skillfully particularly in neighbouring stateITCOT National Technical Agency 
shaping wood into intricate figures.The where similar toys are unavailableproposing a `6 crore budget for land 
Raja-Rani dolls have a substantial reinforcing the need for governmentdevelopment, building construction, 
market at sacred pilgrimage sites in the backed promotion and expansion.and machinery.

the proposals to be tabled at the 
council.“Although the chief engineer 
attends some of the meetings, the GCC 
commissioner often asks him to skip the 
meetings, prioritising other works,” he 
said, proposing to schedule meetings on 
Tuesdays if it would ensure the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  c o r p o r a t i o n  
officials.Standing committee (works) 
chairman N Chitrarasu stressed the need 
for senior officials to attend the meetings. 
His concerns were echoed by other CHENNAI. During the corporation 
standing committee chairman. GCC council meeting held on Thursday, 
Deputy Mayor M Magesh Kumaar said counci l lors ,  especial ly s tanding 
the 15-member standing committee meets committee members, raised concern over 
regularly to address public concerns, but (DMK) said no corporation official showed any the absence of corporation officials at 

without officials, the meetings are futile. He said interest in attending these meetings. He said at every committee meeting in the recent months 
that going forward, subjects will be held back least officials from the department concerned which are usually held before council 
from being tabled at the council.should participate since these meetings finalise session.Ward 104 councillor T V Shemmozhi 

Accessing government services with Mana Mitra will be as easy as texting a friend: Lokesh
VIJAYAWADA. In a world-first initiative, kind chatbot symbolises our vision for a system. “Every certificate provided will book a cab with a single click. I wondered, 

the Andhra Pradesh government has digitally inclusive Andhra Pradesh, where feature a special QR code for authenticity why can’t governance be as easy? People 
launched WhatsApp governance, offering citizens can book bus tickets, plan temple verification. We are also planning to often asked why they had to repeatedly visit 
161 citizens’ services directly to the public visits, and obtain certificates — all on integrate blockchain technology soon. In officials for caste or income certificates. 
through the platform.At the launch of WhatsApp.” “This initiative, in partnership the second phase, we will incorporate AI Given that every household has at least one 
‘Mana Mitra’ at his residence in Undavalli with Meta, makes accessing government bots and voice functionalities,” he added. smartphone with WhatsApp, the State 
on Thursday, HRD and IT Minister Nara services as simple as chatting with a friend government partnered with Meta, and that’s Acknowledging that there would be further 
Lokesh stated that with WhatsApp or family member. People will no longer how Mana Mitra came into being. Ours is a refinements, the Minister assured that any 
governance, accessing public services will need to run from pillar to post to access p e o p l e ’s  g o v e r n m e n t . ” S a n d h y a  shortcomings would be addressed. 
be as simple as texting a friend or a family certificates and other government services,” Devanathan, Vice President and Head at “We are collecting real-time data from all 
member.As part of phase one, 161 citizens’ he said.Explaining the scale of the project, Meta India, expressed her commitment, departments and codifying it. A data lake 
services are now available under Mana he noted, “Connecting 36 departments to saying, “We are excited to work with the AP will be created to provide seamless services. 
Mitra, which has been launched in WhatsApp governance is a complex task. In government to continuously improve Mana Our team has worked tirelessly over the past 
collaboration with Meta. phase one, we are making 161 civil services Mitra.”WhatsApp Director and India Head, three months, testing for the last 15 days. 

available on the platform. Ravi Garg, added, “We are collaborating Lokesh further explained that 360 more While we understand improvements are 
with several State governments across services will be added in the second phase.  In phase two, we plan to add 360 more. needed, we are committed to making this an 
India, but nowhere else are all types of The services will cover six key categories: WhatsApp governance will serve as a ideal product within six months.
s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  o n  a  s i n g l e  electricity bill payments, revenue services, bridge between the government and the ”Reflecting on his Yuva Galam Padayatra, 
platform.”Later, Lokesh, along with the municipal services, grievance redressal, and people, ensuring real-time delivery of where the idea for WhatsApp governance 
Meta delegation, met Chief Minister N booking for temple darshan/seva and bus certificates and Lokesh stressed that there originated, Lokesh shared, “In today’s 
Chandrababu Naidu at the State Secretariat.tickets.Lokesh observed, “This first-of-its- would be no room for fake certificates in the world, one can watch a movie, order food, or 

urban  res i l ience ,  he  sa id ,  
emphasising the need to replicate 
this model in other major Indian 
cities for better infrastructure 
planning.

Similarly, researchers at CITAPP 
presented AI applications for 
monitoring urban heat islands, 
using predictive modelling and 
local climate zone analysis. They 
highlighted how AI can classify 
land surfaces, analyze temperature 
pat terns,  and evaluate  the 
effectiveness of green spaces in 
cooling urban areas.

Roland Hass, Adjunct Professor at 
BENGALURU. In a significant push 

IIIT-B, showcased AI-driven 
towards AI-driven urban governance, Public Policy (CITAPP) in collaboration with c y b e r s e c u r i t y  s o l u t i o n s  t o  p r o t e c t  
researchers from the International Institute of the University of Toronto’s School of Cities and interconnected smart city systems. He 
Information Technology Bangalore (IIIT-B) the University of Toronto India Foundation explained how technologies like Large 
and the University of Toronto are collaborating (UTIF). The event showcased AI’s role in urban Language Models (LLMs) can detect 
to enhance infrastructure and quality of life in planning, disaster management, cybersecurity, vulnerabilities, automate software testing, and 
Bengaluru and other urban centres in India. and environmental sustainability. The strengthen urban digital infrastructure against 

The institutions have proposed a public-private conference drew participation from ex cyber threats. AI-powered threat intelligence 
partnership to integrate AI into governance for perts across 22 institutions spanning 11 countries, was also highlighted as a crucial tool in 
better management of water resources, urban including the Geneva Graduate Institute, countering the rising frequency of cyberattacks 
mobility, waste disposal, and climate Georgia Institute of Technology, Royal on city networks.With AI gaining momentum 
adaptation. Holloway University of London, and globally, researchers emphasise that while AI 

The initiative aims to develop solutions for Singapore Management University. solutions take time to develop, cross-
Bengaluru first, with plans to replicate them Sachit Rao, a professor at IIIT-B, demonstrated disciplinary knowledge exchange is essential to 
across other metros like Chennai, Hyderabad, how AI-based techniques can map and monitor create effective, context-specific urban 
Mumbai, and Delhi. Bengaluru’s water bodies, track flooding using governance models.Karan Singh, Associate 

The initiative was highlighted at the ‘AI and the satellite data, and assist policymakers in Director at the University of Toronto’s School 
City - Understanding Applications in Urban planning flood mitigation strategies. Given of Cities, emphasized the importance of 
Environments’ conference, organised by IIIT- Bengaluru’s recurrent flooding issues, such AI- interdisciplinary collaborations in tackling 
B’s Centre for Information Technology and driven insights could significantly improve India’s critical urban challenges. 

SAMBALPUR.  Shocking allegation of 
sexual abuse at ‘Samartha’ rehabilitation 
centre has come to the fore even as police on 
Wednesday arrested two more persons for 
their involvement in torturing the mentally-
challenged inmates of the facility.

A woman inmate has accused the secretary of 
‘Adarsha Shishu Mandir’, the NGO 
managing the centre, Harishchandra Das of 
sexually assaulting her. Police have already 
arrested Harishchandra and a female 
caretaker of the centre Swagatika Pradhan 
after disturbing videos of inmates being 
subjected to torture went viral on social 
media.On Wednesday, Harishchandra’s son 
Subhrajit Das and another caretaker 
Subham Behera were arrested for allegedly 
abusing and assaulting the inmates of the 
facility located at Netaji Nagar here.

Dhanupali IIC Subrat Panigrahi said police 
arrested Subhrajit and Subham after their 
involvement in the crime was ascertained. 
“We are now investigating into the 
complaint of sexual assault. The medical 
examination of the victim has already been 
conducted. A scientific team was also sent to 
the facility to collect evidence,” he said.This 
apart, sub-collector Pushpanjali Panda 
visited the centre to investigate the 
allegations and also interacted with some of 
the inmates. She has reportedly submitted 
her probe report to the district collector.

Sources said preparations are underway to 
shift all the 30 inmates of the centre to the 
integrated infrastructure complex in 
Baijamunda. Sources said preparations are 
underway to shift all the 30 inmates.

Two men chase college student, 
molest her in Bengaluru; accused 
still at large

Registrar asks Kurnool admin to find 
suitable buildings, land for HC Bench

Sexual assault allegation surfaces 
as cops arrest two more for 
inmate abuse

Ward 104 councillor T V 
Shemmozhi (DMK) said no 
corporation official showed any 
interest in attending these 
meetings.

The institutions 
have proposed a 
public-private 
partnership to 
integrate AI into 
governance for 
better management 
of water resources. 
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"We are examining the DPR. Once 
we get the administrative 
approval for the same, we will 
start the tendering process. While 
we are maintaining the stretch 
through repairs, it needs to be 
reconstructed. Moreover, proper 
drainage connectivity will be 
established to address the issue of 
recurrent waterlogging, which 
further damages the road," said a 
senior GMDA official.The 
revamp plan also includes the 
installation of road safety 
infrastructure such as solar cats' 
eyes,  road markings and 
signages.Residents expressed 

M a r c h  l a s t  y e a r ,  w h e n  t h e  Gurgaon. A 3km stretch connecting relief over the initiation of the 
expressway's Gurgaon portion was to Dwarka Expressway with master project."The road was repaired last 
be inaugurated, that GMDA carried roads of Sectors 83, 84, and 36A is set year but it is already damaged. Its 
out repair work on the damaged to get a facelift for an estimated cost of condition is likely to worsen due to a 
section. Now, the authority plans to Rs 34 crore.With the detailed project lack of drainage connectivity. More 
renovate the link road.The proposed report (DPR) ready, GMDA is than 10,000 people from sectors 82, 83, 
upgrade will not only involve expected to initiate the tendering and 84, along with Sihi village, rely on 
strengthening the main carriageway process soon.Originally constructed this stretch for direct access to the 
but also construction of other by HSVP in 2010-11, the road was part Dwarka Expressway. We hope the 
infrastructure such as drainage of the Dwarka Expressway project but authority will expedite the process and 
systems, footpaths, cycle tracks, and a change in the expressway's provide a permanent solution to our 
greenbelts along the eway, aimed at alignment in 2017 led to the exclusion daily struggle," said Puran Singh, 
improving its safety and connectivity.of the stretch from it. It was only in RWA president of SS Coralwood.

GMDA merges depts for better coordination & accountability

Cycle tracks to green belts, Rs 34cr 
revamp for key Dwarka eway link

owner.In the online challan system, the Gurgaon. If people fail to clear challans 
fine amount keeps getting added and for over 90 days after they are issued, 
tagged with a vehicle's registration their vehicles can be seized, city traffic 
number. So far, there is no mechanism police announced on Thursday, setting 
to recover the pending dues for online Feb 10 as the deadline for clearing all 
fines, but people who have not paid current dues. After the set date, 
them will not be allowed to get a vehicles that have fines pending 
clearance from their RTO in case they against their numbers for over 90 days 
want to sell their vehicles.According will be seized upon inspection under 
to the DCP, most online challans Section 167(8) of the Motor Vehicles 
remain unpaid, and the latest move is Act.

DCP (traffic) Virender Vij said all traffic aimed at increasing their recovery.In 
inspectors and zonal officers were June 2024, police started impounding 
instructed to spread awareness about vehicles with more than 100 pending 
the new order among people in their traffic challans. This move targeted 
respective jurisdictions."Any driver autorickshaws and two-wheelers, 
issued a fine for traffic violations must deemed serial traffic violators.

In 2023, the state set up a virtual court for pay it on time. If their vehicle is 
adjudication of the cases related to checked and is found to have pending 
violations of traffic norms in the city, dues, strict action will be taken against 

network of cameras installed across the alert officials at the Integrated Command eliminating the need for litigants to be them," he said. On average, around 
city's roads. The remaining, around 1,500, and Control Centre (ICCC) of GMDA, physically present in court. On an average, 4,500 traffic challans are issued daily by 
are issued manually by traffic cops. who check the footage and approve the most of the challans issued in the city land Gurgaon traffic police. Two-thirds of 

The cameras detect traffic violations and automatic online challans to the vehicle up in court or Lok Adalats for settlement.these, around 3,000, are issued via the 

Not paid fine in 90 days After Feb 
10, Gurgaon cops will impound car

Gurgaon. The department of town and country 
planning (DTCP) this week issued show-cause 
notices to the owners of 650 properties in DLF-2 for 
illegal construction and carrying out commercial 
operations in residential areas.The notices were 
issued after a large-scale survey, carried out on the 
directions of the Punjab and Haryana high court, 
found widespread violation of rules in the city's 
upscale residential sectors.DTCP officials said their 
teams surveyed 15,000 properties in DLF-1-5 and 
found that norms were flouted in 4,200 of them. The 
violations included unauthorised construction, 
construction other than approved building plan, and 
illegal commercial operations in residential 
areas."We identified 650 properties in DLF-2 where 
violations were recorded. Owners were asked to 
respond to the notices. If their replies are 
unsatisfactory, strict action will follow, including 
directives to restore properties to their original 
state," said Amit Madholia, district town planner 
(enforcement).Officials said the department will 
also alert the revenue department about these 
violations. "We will request the revenue department 
not to register property deeds for these 650 
properties until the illegalities are resolved," an 
official said.TOI had reported earlier this month that 
DTCP had issued 1,138 notices to property owners in 
DLF-3, and more notices were to be sent. 
Homeowners who received the notices earlier were 
given time till Jan 31 to restore the sanctioned 
property designs and shut down all illegal 
commercial activity by then. If they didn't, the next 
step would be demolition and sealing drives, the 
department had said.The enforcement drive aims to 
curb rampant misuse of residential properties for 
commercial purposes, which has long been a 
contentious issue in Gurgaon. Officials said that 
some "non-nuisance activities" can be permitted in 
residential areas, but even those require approval 
from DTCP and payment of fees.The issue of illegal 
construction had also reached the Punjab and 
Haryana high court, where DLF City RWA had filed 
a plea in 2020, seeking action against unauthorised 
construction and misuse of residential properties for 
commercial purposes.The department, in its reponse 
to the high court, had outlined its progress and 
planned steps to tackle illegal construction. It had 
also assured the single-judge bench of Justice 
Sureshwar Thakur that all necessary action was 
being taken.Among the measures listed by the 
department was revocation of occupancy certificates 
(OCs) granted to 81 properties in DLF-5, and cutting 
water and sewer connections to these properties.

Between 2010 and 2024, the department carried out 44 
demolition and sealing drives across the five phases 
of DLF, officials had said.

No’ to ‘yes’ in 3 wks: Forest dept gives 
nod to chop 93 trees for luxury condo

News box

Gurgaon. A court has awarded life imprisonment to a man 
accused of killing his brother-in-law in 2022.

Police stated that accused Naveen Kumar visited his sister 
Sarita's family, in Basai Enclave on 26th June, 2022, He 
was on talking terms with his brother-in-law Harvinder, 
however, was unhappy due to a dispute between the 
couple, who were married for 14 years and had 2 
children.A fight broke out between the couple in the 
middle of the night and Naveen shot Harvinder in the 
head.A case was registered under section 302 of IPC and 
sections of the Arms Act 
at Sector 10A police 
station by Naresh Kumar, 
w h o  s t a t e d  t h a t  
Harv inder  was  h i s  
uncle.Another relative 
Rupesh stated that they 
received a phone call 
around 1:00 AM from 
Sarita, who told them 
a b o u t  H a r v i n d e r ' s  
firearm injuries. He 
added that upon reaching 
the spot, he found Harvinder lying on the bed. A pistol 
was found on the floor, which was taken into possession 
by the police.

Victim's wife, Sarita , however, changed her statement two 
times. Initially she said that she woke up to a gunshot 
noise and saw Naveen holding a pistol and fleeing from 
the spot. She later changed her statement in the court, 
saying some unknown person came and murdered her 
husband.Manjit Kaushik, counsel for the accused, 
argued there is no eyewitness of the occurrence and 
Naveen can't be held guilty in the absence of any reliable 
evidence.Additional session judge Sunil Kumar Dewan, 
in his order on Jan 29, observed that as per the material 
available on record, the convict killed Harvinder due to 
the family dispute going on between the deceased and his 
wife, who happens to be the sister of the convict.

The court refused to show any leniency in the case, 
however, refused to give capital punishment, stating 
chances of "reformation". The case does not fall in the 
category of 'rarest of the rare case.

Man gets life imprisonment 
for murder of  brother-in-law

Noida. Over 200 residential societies, malls, hotels and 
commercial complexes are yet to register elevators 
under the Uttar Pradesh Lifts and Escalators Act. With 
the March 25 deadline not far away, the district 
administration recently sent them reminders to complete 
the procedure or pay a penalty.The Lift Act was passed 
by the state legislature in Feb 2024 to regulate the 
installation, maintenance and safe operation of lifts and 
escalators across the state, especially Noida, a bustling 
hub of high-rise buildings where elevators are a crucial 
part of daily life. On Oct 29 last year, the Noida 
administration issued a directive that made it mandatory 
for building owners and RWAs to register lifts on their 
society's premises within six months from Sept 25.

F o u r  m o n t h s  s i n c e ,  o n l y  t w o  r e s i d e n t i a l  
societies—Exotica Fresco and Purvanchal Royal Park, 
both in Sector 137—have registered their 68 lifts. This is 
a fraction of the estimated 80,000 lifts in Noida and 
Greater Noida."We have been sending reminders since 
Jan 15, and the process is ongoing as more such 
reminders will be sent. Establishments are being 
informed that penalties will be imposed if lifts are not 
registered by the March 25 deadline," ADM (finance) 
Atul Kumar said.AOAs, however, told TOI that the 
registration process was tardy. Surojit Dasgupta, 
Exotica Fresco apartment owners' association president, 
said the registration process on the UP Directorate of 
Electrical Safety portal was "cumbersome".

"One of the key challenges in the registration process is 
the requirement to submit multiple documents, 
including lift drawings, safety details and an affidavit 
from the lift manufacturer. Many societies and 
associations are struggling to gather these mandatory 
documents on time, leading to delays in the registration 
process," he added.

YEIDA approves map for Film 
City Phase 1

Gurgaon. After rejecting an application to forest."Although the definition of compensatory afforestation plan must be owned by a telecom company but 
chop 93 trees for a luxury condominium Aravalis and ‘forest' is yet to be finalised submitted at the time of seeking approval construction was barred there after it was 
project in a forested area just off Golf in Haryana, this area falls within foothills to chop trees. In the days between these termed a ‘deemed forest' in an order by 
Course Road, the Haryana forest of the Aravalis. On initial observation, it two notices, the conservator of forests for t h e  N a t i o n a l  G r e e n  Tr i b u n a l  
department three weeks later granted appears to be a deemed forest. Hence, south Haryana was replaced on Dec 16. (NGT)."Google imagery clearly shows 
permission to a real estate company. The non-forest activities should not be Decisions on the remaining five that 3.9 acres of Aravalis have been 
approval came without a detailed permitted," said Gaurav Bansal, a senior applications by the realtor to fell trees for cleared (off GCR). This case is similar to 
compensatory afforestation plan being Supreme Court advocate.According to the project are pending."How is it the Airtel case. It seems that permission 
submitted.Environmentalists and legal documents reviewed by TOI, the real possible that tree-felling permission is (for chopping 93 trees) was given in Dec 
experts said apart from not following the estate company filed six applications given in a deemed forest area? The said 2024, more than six months after this 
norm on compensatory afforestation, separately to the forest department area is a forest. The forest department area was cleared (for construction 
permission to axe 93 trees is illegal between Oct and Dec last year. In all, first rejected the application, but now it already going on in the area)," said 
because the Aravali area where the permissions were sought to fell a total of has approved it. It seems that they are Chetan Agarwal, a forest analyst.Former 
realtor wants to build the luxury houses 350 trees for the same project. under pressure to do so," said Vaishali conservator of forest (south Haryana) RP 
has all characteristics of a "deemed On Dec 3, 2024, the forest department Rana, trustee of the Aravalli Bachao Balwan pointed out that permission to 
forest". rejected one of the six applications for Citizens Movement. chop trees in areas notified under Section 

Though it is not officially designated as a chopping 93 trees and said in its response Col SS Oberoi (retd), a city-based 4 of Punjab Land Preservation Act 
"forest" by Haryana govt, the area ought to the realtor: "Applicant may be directed environment activist and an Aravali (PLPA) – as these parcels of land are – 
to be protected under the Forest to apply tree felling of one project expert, said: "Why clear out an area that can only be given for domestic or 
(Conservation) Act as directed by through one application."But on Dec 24, has good forest cover? Deemed forest agricultural purposes for inhabitants. "In 
Supreme Court in its 1996 ruling in the the forest department approved the same areas need to be protected as non-forest this case, the realtor is neither an 
TN Godavarman vs Union of India case. application, saying: "Permission is activities are not allowed. Non-forest inhabitant nor is it planning to use the 

In this landmark order, the top court had granted for felling 93 trees and transplant activities are not allowed in such areas. land for domestic or agricultural 
said that any area that meets the of 01 Pipal tree." When the city and the region are already purposes, so such tree-felling permission 
"dictionary definition" of forest must be The department's revised decision noted losing tree cover rapidly, it is not logical need not be approved in the first place. 
protected under FCA regardless of its that the developer must "plant saplings to fell more trees for a luxury housing The realtor aims to earn profit by selling 
official designation in govt records. Last ten times" the number of trees that will be project ."Environmentalists  drew houses, so it is purely for business," 
year, Supreme Court reiterated this chopped, but there was no mention of parallels between this instance and the Balwan said.Officials of the forest 
judgment and told the Centre and all state where or when this plantation drive will 2019 controversy around land in department did not respond to multiple 
govts to go by this broader definition of be carried out.Guidelines say that a Faridabad's Sarai Khawaja, which was requests for comment till Thursday night.

Gurgaon. To streamline operations and cohesive approach to urban mobility restrict the involvement of retired 
improve coordination across sectors, planning.Similarly, the urban officials as consultants in municipal 
GMDA has realigned its key divisions. environment division's shift is corporations.

expected to bring more focus on The mobility division, responsible for Following this, MCG withdrew the 
sustainable development and urban planning and managing transport financial authority granted to its 
landscaping. Infra-II is responsible infrastructure, will have the oversight consultants and their roles were 
for water management, including of infrastructure-I (infra-I) division limited to advisory and supervisory.
water supply, drainage, and treated and the urban environment division, However, according to residents, the 
wastewater management.At present, which oversees green initiatives and realignment of the divisions could 
both the mobility and urban environmental projects, will now create fresh bureaucratic hurdles.
environment divisions are headed by function under infrastructure-II "The idea sounds good on paper, but 
retired officials. GMDA has faced (infra-II) division.To ensure greater execution is what matters. Though 
criticism over the hiring of retired accountability among officials, the this might bring about accountability, 
officials as advisors, citing delays in chief engineers of infra-I and infra-II there is a possibility that it adds to the 
execution of projects. There were will now be directly responsible for complexity of the system. We need to 
complaints of officials not being held reviewing and clearing project files see better roads and a cleaner 
accountable for their performances. related to them.By integrating the environment, not just shuffled files," 
Earlier this month, ULB department mobility division with infra-I, which said Praveen Yadav, GMDA's 
issued directives to all the civic handles core road infrastructure residents advisory council (RAC) 
bodies in state, including MCG, to projects, officials aim to target a more member.

Noida. Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development 
Authority (YEIDA) approved on Thursday the layout 
prepared by a consortium led by film producer Boney 
Kapoor for the construction of the first phase of the Film 
City spanning 230 acres in Sector 21. The project's 
foundation is likely to be laid in Feb and is expected to 
be ready in eight years.On June 27 last year, UP govt 
awarded Kapoor's Bayview Projects LLP, in partnership 
with real estate company Bhutani Infra, the contract for 
developing the first phase of the project. The consortium 
had submitted a draft plan on Dec 24 last year, which 
was subsequently vetted by the development authority's 
planning department and a dedicated committee.

YEIDA CEO Arun Vir Singh said the approved map will 
be valid for a maximum of five years."The master plan 
divides the 230 acres into designated zones for film 
production facilities, commercial establishments, and 
green spaces. Around 155 acres have been allocated for 
the core film industry that will have film production 
studios, sound stages, post-production units and related 
infrastructure. This area is divided into four campuses," 
he said.A commercial hub — retail spaces, office 
buildings and entertainment complexes — will come up 
on 75 acres in the first phase too. The master plan also 
integrates 23 acres of green zone with industrial and 
commercial usage. The first phase is estimated to come 
up at an estimated Rs 1,510 crore.According to officials, 
the concessionaire will have to secure approvals for its 
parking and landscaping plans, ensure phased 
construction of filming facilities and film institute, and 
o b t a i n  G R I H A 4 - S t a r  a n d  I G B C  G o l d  
certification—awarded to buildings that meet certain 
sustainability and environmental performance 
standards—for the buildings.Each plot or building 
within the project will also have to align with the 
Authority's building regulations.The concessionaire 
will also have to develop an electrical substation, a 
sewage treatment plant (STP), water tanks, an energy 
centre and other allied services. The project also 
mandates a 12-metre-wide setback line to ensure proper 
spacing between buildings.

Register your lifts by March 
25 or face fine, 200 buildings 
told

Map violation, commercial op: 

650 DLF-2 houses get notices
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Format C-1
(For candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV) 

Declaration about criminal cases
(As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of the Hon’ble 

Supreme Court in WP (Civil) no. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest Foundation 

& Ors. Vs. Union Of india & Anr.)

Name and address of the candidate: Mohd Ishraq Khan
Name of the Political Party: INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
Name of election: DELHI ASSEMBLY ELECTION, 2025
Name of the Constituency: AC-67 Babarpur Vidhan sabha, A-31/150, 
Main Road No. 66, Maujpur, Seelampur, PO: Seelampur, Dist: North 
East Delhi, Delhi-110053
I, Mohd Ishraq Khan, a candidate for the abovementioned election, 

declare for public information.

The following details about my criminal antecedents:

A. Pending Criminal Cases
SI. 
No.

Name of 
Court

Case No. and 
dated

Status of 
case(s)

Section(s) of Acts 
concerned and 

brief description of 
offence(s)

1. 63-Judicial 
Magistrate 
First Class

FIR No. 670/19
PS New

 Usmanpur
CIS No. 1761/20

Charge DMC ACT 466A, 
Indian Penal Code: 

34, 188, 448

B. Details about cases of conviction for criminal offences
SI. 
No.

Name of Court 
& dates(s) of 

order(s)

Description of offence(s) 
& punishment imposed

Maximum 
punishment 

imposed
1. NA NA NA

*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative 

Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of 

Constituency. Mohd Ishraq Khan
Candidate, Indian National Congress 

A-31/150, Main Road No. 66, Maujpur, Seelampur, 
PO: Seelampur, Dist: North East Delhi, Delhi-110053

Format C-1
(For candidate to publish in Newspapers, TV) 

Declaration about criminal cases

(As per the judgement dated 25th September, 2018, of the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court in WP (Civil) no. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest Foundation 
& Ors. Vs. Union Of india & Anr.)

Name and address of the candidate: SUSHMA DEVI
Name of the Political Party: INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
Name of election: DELHI ASSEMBLY ELECTION, 2025
Name of the Constituency: 35-NAJAFGARH
I, Sushma Devi, a candidate for the abovementioned election, declare 
for public information.

The following details about my criminal antecedents:

A. Pending Criminal Cases
SI. 
No.

Name of 
Court

Case No. and 
dated

Status of 
case(s)

Section(s) of Acts 
concerned and 

brief description of 
offence(s)

1. Ld. MM, 
Dwarka 

Court, Delhi

Case No. 
4988784/16

Criminal 
Revision 

Petition No. 
500/2022 

filed against 
judgement 

date 
04.02.2020 
and same 
is pending 

before 
Hon’ble Delhi 
High Court.

Not applicable as 
Crl. Appeal No. 
442/2018 filed 

by candidate and 
conviction order 

dated 25.08.2018 
was set aside vide 

judgement date 
04.02.2020 by 
appellate court 

and candidate was 
acquitted.

Criminal Revision 
Petition No. 

500/2022 filed 
against judgement 

date 04.02.2020 and 
same is pending 

before Hon’ble Delhi 
High Court.

B. Details about cases of conviction for criminal offences
SI. 
No.

Name of Court 
& dates(s) of 

order(s)

Description of offence(s) 
& punishment imposed

Maximum 
punishment 

imposed
1. NA NA NA
*In the case of election to Council of States or election to Legislative 
Council by MLAs, mention the election concerned in place of 
Constituency.

Sushma Devi
Candidate, Indian National Congress 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
I hitherto known as KIRPA
SHANKAR SINGH son of Late Shri
RAM DULARE SINGH, residing at
House No. G-2/290, Gali No.18,
Sangam Vihar, PO: Pushpa Bhawan,
District: South Delhi, Delhi-110062,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as KAMALA
SHANKER SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 14839122X Rank-HAV/MT
Name-MULE BABURAO ARJUN
Presently residing at VILL-LIMBA
GANESH, PO-CHOUSALA,
TEH+DIST-BEED, MAHARASHTRA-
431126, have changed my mother’s
name from CHANGUNABAI to MULE
CHANGUNBAI ARJUN for all future
purposes vide Affidavit dated
31/01/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Vibhor Satish Sharma S/O Satish
Sharma R/O Flat NO - 1601, Sector-
C, Pocket-1, Vasant Kunj, South
west delhi - 110070 Have changed
my name to Vibhor Sharma for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 14841052H Rank-HAV/MT
Name-VAKIL SINGH S/o LALLAN
SINGH Presently residing at VILL-
ABHAIPUR, PO-PAKARI, TEH+DIST-
BALLIA, UTTAR PRADESH-277124,
have changed my mother’s name from
VASANTI DEVI to BASANTI DEVI for
all future purposes vide Affidavit dated
31/01/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJ KUMARI DEVI Mother of No-
16136012X Rank-SPR Name-
ABHISHEK NANDAN Residing at
VILL-BADOKHAR, PO-BARAHPUR,
GAUR, BASTI, UTTAR PRADESH-
272163, have changed my name
from RAJ KUMARI DEVI to RAJ
KUMARI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 31/01/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, KUSUM DEVI W/o MRIDUL MIT-
TAL R/o AGARWAL MANDI, TATIRI,
BAGHPAT, UTTAR PRADESH-
250601, have changed my name
from KUSUM DEVI to KUSUM RANI
MITTAL for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SAILABALA MUDULI Wife of No.
6396848L Rank-HAV/DRESSER
Name-JANARDANA ROUT Presently
residing at VILL-BIRAJAPUR, PO-
RAMBAG, TEH+DIST-JAJPUR,
ODISHA-755014, have changed my
name from SAILABALA MUDULI to
SAILABALA ROUT for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 31/01/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I KM Been singh Chauhan W/O
Radha mohan RZ-89C, Gali no
5a,5b,vtc: kamal park. District: south
west delhi, Delhi-110046 have change
my name to Beena Chauhan for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-14872589H Rank-SEP/MT
Name-SARAN CHETTRI S/o
PRAKASH CHETTRI Presently resid-
ing at VILL-NORDANG PW, PO-
NHPC RANGIT NAGAR, TEH-
RABONGLA, DIST-SOUTH SIKKIM,
SIKKIM-737111, have changed my
name from SARAN CHETTRI to SHA-
RAN KUMAR CHETTRI for all future
purposes vide Affidavit dated
31/01/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
ARAVIND KUMAR SHARMA S/O Mr.
RAM BAHADUR SHARMA R/O RZF-
222/3, GALI NO-2, NEAR RATAN
CYCLE, PALAM COLONY, RAJ
NAGAR PART-2, SOUTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110077 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly written
as ARVIND KUMAR SHARMA in my
minor son namely PRASHANT SHAR-
MA aged 17 year in his 10th class edu-
cational documents. The actual name of
mine is ARAVIND KUMAR SHARMA
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, 22053767P Rank-SEP/NA Name-
RANJIT KUMAR R/o VILL & POST-
JALPURA, THANA HASPURA,
AURANGBAD, BIHAR-824120
declare that my father name from AJAY
SHARMA to AJAY KUMAR for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit Dated
30.01.2025 before Sub Divisional
Magistrate Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 14839122X Rank-HAV/MT
Name-MULE BABURAO ARJUN
Presently residing at VILL-LIMBA
GANESH, PO-CHOUSALA,
TEH+DIST-BEED, MAHARASHTRA-
431126, have changed my father’s
name from ARJUN to MULE ARJUN
SHRIPATI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 31/01/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Ankur Garg S/o Satyapal R/o E-561,
Gali No-12, Jagjeet Nagar, Garhi
Mendu, Seelampur, North East
Delhi, Delhi-110053 declare that
name of my father has been wrong-
ly written as Satpal Garg in my 10th,
12th and Graduation Educational
Documents. The actual name of my
father is Satyapal.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Radhakishan Kachave S/o Marotrao
Kachave R/o F-43, Delhi Police
Colony, Model Town-II, Adarsh
Nagar, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110009 declare that name of mine
and my father has been wrongly
written as Kachave Radha Kishan
Marotrao and Marathao Vittal Rao in
my Service Book. The actual name
of mine and my father are
Radhakishan Kachave and
Marotrao Kachave.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that Mr. Chirag
Jain and Smt. Sucheta Roy alias
Smt. Sucheta Roy Jain are Owner of
the Entire Second Floor with 25%
stilt area (including space for parking
two car's in front of the staircase
from independent gate and inde-
pendent lane and space for one util-
ity with common W.C in the stilt
area) of the property bearing no. A-
208, (known as Property no. 208,
Pocket-A), plot of land measuring
192 sq. Yards., situated at Shivalik,
Delhi, (hereinafter called the 'Said
Floor') presently owner of the afore-
said Floor by virtue of Sale Deed
dated 20/07/2018, duly registered
as Reg. No. 4973, with the office of
Delhi. Smt. Gauri Khanna and Mr.
Shashank Sharma  want purchased
said floor from the owner. That the
said Floor will be equitably mort-
gaged by my aforesaid  Smt. Gauri
Khanna and Mr. Shashank Sharma
in the State Bank of India, Noida,
U.P for availing housing loan. That
the original property Documents 1.
Share Certificate dated 19/03/1974,
2. Agreement to sell, GPA & Receipt
and handingover Possession, 3)
Perpetual Sub-Lease Deed dated
23.10.1999 (document no. 7610), 4)
Possession Certificate, 5).
Conveyance Deed dated
16/04/2001 duly document no. 3254
and 6) Building Sanctioned Letter,
hereinafter called "the Said Plot
Papers") is not available for verifica-
tion or not traceable. Therefore, by
way of this Public Notice it is hereby
notified that any person, Attorney
and/or entity, firm/company, society
and/or member of the Society, Bank,
HUF/member of HUF, Financial
Institution having any claim, charge,
interest, or lien whatsoever with
respect to the Said Floor on the
basis of aforesaid Plot papers or
otherwise, may notify to under-
signed only on his rahulkumargup-
ta281401@gmail.com with docu-
mentary proof within 15 days from
the date of this publication of notice,
failing which any such claim etc.
shall be deemed to be null and void,
whereas title shall be deemed to be
clear, and marketable without any
defect or encumbrance and free to
create equitable mortgage.

RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
(ADVOCATE)

43B, Third Foor, Patparganj Village,
Mayur Vihar, Phase-I, Delhi-1

M-NO- 7252922875,

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mrs. Shashi Ahuja Owner of the
Residential House  no 332 , Block - A ,
Sector - XU-2 , , Greater Noida, Distt.
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. Mrs. Shashi
Ahuja  have lost Original Allotment
Letter dated 07/03/2024 issued by
GNIDA in favour of Mrs. Shashi Ahuja
, for which complaint lodged to the
police.  That any person(s)
/Appropriate authority etc. if finds the
misplaced  Allotment  letter aforesaid
said person may come forward and
inform the undersigned within 15 days
from the date of Publication. 

RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
(ADVOCATE)

43B, Third Foor, Patparganj Village,
Mayur Vihar, Phase-I, Delhi-1

M-NO- 7252922875,

NAME CHANGE
I SHIPRAVERMAD/O JAGDISH DEV
R/O RZ- 9/47 GALI NO 12 TUGLAK-
ABAD EXTENSION KALKAJI SOUTH
DELHI 110019 I HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SHIPRA DEY

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client (1) Sh.
Sajjan Kumar Goel (2) Sh. Kailash
Kalra (3) Sh. Parveen Goyal are the
owner of Freehold Residential
Property Bearing no. A-36 and Old
Plot no.7 , area measuring 100 sq.
yds. Out of Khasra no. 805.,
Situated in the Area of Village
Mandawali Fazalpur, in the Abadi of
Gali no. 8, A-Block, Kumaon
Square, West Vinod Nagar, Illaqa
Shahdara, Delhi-110092.by virtue of
Sale Deed Dated 10.04.2024 As
Doc no. 2024/5/I/2681, Book no.1,
Vol no. 3267, Pages- 185 to 200,
SRO- East Preet Vihar & Sale Deed
Dated 10.04.2024 As Doc no.
2024/5/I/2691, Book no.1, Vol no.
3268, Pages- 147 to 162, SRO-
East Preet Vihar., In the chain doc-
uments below mentioned document
not available i.e. SMC  of Late Sh.
Pritam Dass & SMC of Late Sh.
Ramesh Chand Our client is declar-
ing that any other Person does not
have any right over the said proper-
ty, and First Floor Upto the extent of
Ceiling Level, Sold too be Sh.
Sachin Kumar Yadav which is to be
financed by Tata Capital Housing
Finance Limited. Branch: Preet
Vihar, Delhi.   If any person(s) have
any objection(s) or claim(s) with
respect to the` right, title or interest
in the Said Property then contact us
within 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found by
anyone. Thereafter no claim shall
be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs.
Deepti Ahuja purchasing Freehold
Residential Flat No. 229 A, Block
No. C-C, Pocket-2, MIG, Ground
Floor, Situated at Janakpuri, West
Delhi.  from Mr. Nakul Ahluwalia ini-
tially Mr. K.S Ahluwalia owner by
virtue of Conveyance Deed dated
18.05.2010 duly registered in the
office of SR- VII, New Delhi, Vide
Doc. No. 7507, Vol. No. 3691, Book
No.1, On Pages 145-147, dated
18.05.2010., thereafter Mr. Kulwant
Singh Ahluwalia Died on
07.05.2024. further 1 Mr. Nakul
Ahluwalia said property sold to be
Mrs. Deepti Ahuja, our client is
declaring that any other Person
does not have any right over the
said property, which is to be
financed by Piramal Capital &
Housing Finance Ltd. Branch: NSP,
New Delhi.  If any person(s) have
any objection(s) or claim(s) with
respect to the` right, title or interest
in the Said Property then contact us
within 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found by
anyone. Thereafter no claim shall
be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Bharat
Sareen S/o Mr. Prakash Chandra
Sareen is the owner of Freehold
Residential Property Bearing No.
RZ-535-A, Gali No. 21, Built on Plot
of land area measuring 220 Sq.
Yds. i.e. 183.94 Sq. Mtrs., arising
out of Khasra No. 492 Situated at
Tughlakabad Extn., New Delhi.  by
virtue of General Power of Attorney
(In Blood Relation) dated
17.11.2022 which is duly registered
in the office of SR- V, New
Delhi/Delhi, Vide Doc. No. 1964,
Vol. No. 4806, Book No. 4, On
pages 16-22, dated 17.11.2022.
Our client is declaring that any other
Person does not have any right over
the said property, and Built-up Third
Floor B/S, with roof rights rear RHS
area measuring 52 sq. mtrs., sold
too bee Mrs. Noor E Shibli which is
to be financed by Piramal Capital &
Housing Finance Ltd. Branch:
Kalkaji, New Delhi.    If any
person(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

NAME CHANGE
I, PRAGYA UIKEY Wife of No.
15799823Y Rank-NK(GNR) Name-
SUKHPALDHURVE Presently residing
at VILL-TITARI, PO-BADGAON, SUB
DIST-CHAURAI, DIST-CHHIND-
WARA, MADHYA PRADESH-480110,
have changed my name from PRAGYA
UIKEY to PRAGYA DHURVE for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
31/01/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, YOGENDER KUMAR S/O RAMESH
R/O C-131A, SUSHANT LOK PHASE-
2, GURGAON, HARYANA-122001,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
YOGENDER CHAUDHARY FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I, SUKANYASHARMAW/O VIKRANT
KUMAR SHARMA R/O 307, VIDYA
ENCLAVE GH-11, SECTOR-56, GUR-
GAON, HARYANA-122001 HAVE
CHANGED MY MINOR SON'S NAME
FROM YASH SHARMA TO YASH-
VARDHAN SHARMA FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUKANYASHARMAW/O VIKRANT
KUMAR SHARMA R/O 307, VIDYA
ENCLAVE GH-11, SECTOR-56, GUR-
GAON, HARYANA-122001 HAVE
CHANGED MY MINOR SON'S NAME
FROM AADI SHARMA TO AADI
NARAYAN SHARMA FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, KUM RINKI RUSTOGI W/o AMIT
RUSTAGI R/O HOUSE NO-1364,
NEAR CCA SCHOOL, SECTOR-4,
URBAN ESTATE, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122001 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO RINKI RUSTAGI FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I,PAWAN NARANG S/O RAM
SAROOP NARANG R/O B-181,
BELVEDERE TOWER, DLF
PHASE-2, GURGAON, HARYANA-
122002, HAVE CHANGED MY
MINOR SON NAME AAHAAN TO
AAHAAN NARANG FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE
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myself,” she said. “I don’t think my TEL AVIV. When Ilana Gritzewsky 
brain has really grasped everything returned to Israel after being held 
I ’ v e  g o n e  t h r o u g h . ” S h e ’s  captive in Gaza for 55 days in 
acknowledges she has neglected her November 2023, she had so much 
own recovery as she advocates adrenaline coursing through her body 
tirelessly for her boyfriend’s she couldn’t sleep for two days.
release.Fifteen hostages have been “You don’t understand that it’s really 
released from Gaza, in exchange for over," Gritzewsky recalled. "You don’t 
hundreds of Palestinian prisoners know who you are or even what your 
and detainees, as the current name is.”A ceasefire between Israel and 
ceasefire for the that has devastated Hamas is underway and hostages are 
Gaza moves into its second full being released in stages. But after the 
w e e k .  M o r e  t h a n  4 7 , 0 0 0  initial jubilation of being freed, the 
Palestinians have been killed in released captives — who have been 
Gaza and wide swaths of the held for more than 15 months — are 
territory have been destroyed. likely to endure a trying reentry, based 
Hamas is expected to release small on the testimony of those who were 
groups weekly throughout the held hostage themselves.Gritzewsky, a year ago.More than a year later, 

ceasefire's initial six-week phase. There 31, who is originally from Mexico, was Gritzewsky still has lingering health 
are approximately 80 hostages left in kidnapped with her boyfriend from issues. She hasn’t gained back all of the 
Gaza, almost half of whom Israel Kibbutz Nir Oz on Oct. 7, 2023, when weight that she lost, she’s prediabetic, 
believes to be deadThe joy of a warm Hamas militants burst across the and has lingering pain issues from the 
embrace, and a new reality sets inWhen border, killing around 1,200 people, kidnapping, when her pelvis and jaw 
Gritzewsky was freed, she was able to and kidnapping around 250 people, in were broken and her leg was burned 
do what she had dreamed of during her an attack that sparked the war in Gaza. from the motorcycle exhaust. She 
captivity: hug her mother and see her suffered hearing loss in one ear.Gritzewsky was released after 55 days 
family.during the only previous ceasefire deal “I’m still not able to really take care of 

NEWS BOX

No happiness': Misery for Myanmar 
exiles four years on from coup

After initial ecstasy of freedom, released 
Israeli hostages face long road to recovery

home, primarily on government Why are there so many Thais in 
evacuation flights, but higher wages Israel?
have continued to attract new arrivals. Israel once relied heavily on 
Thai ambassador to Israel Pannabha Palestinian workers, but it started 
Chandraramya said Thursday that there bringing in large numbers of 
are now more than 38,000 Thai workers migrant workers after the 1987-93 
in the country.Palestinian revolt known as the 

What happened after they left?first Intifada.Most came from 
Thailand, and Thais remain the Faced with a labor shortage in the wake of 
l a rges t  g roup  o f  fo re ign  the exodus after the Hamas attack, 
agricultural laborers in Israel I s r ae l ’s  Agr i cu l t u r e  Min i s t ry
today, earning considerably more announced incentives to try and attract BANGKOK. Five Thai nationals held 
than they can at home.Thailand foreign workers back to evacuated hostage by Hamas since its Oct. 7, 2023, 
and Israel implemented a bilateral areas.Among other things, it offered to attack on Israel were released Thursday.
agreement a decade ago to ease extend work visas and to pay bonuses of They were among 31 Thais taken by the 
the way for workers in the about $500 a month.Thailand's Labor militant group, of whom 23 have already 
agriculture sector.Israel has come Ministry granted 3,966 Thai workers to unsafe working conditions and denied been released. Another two have been 
under criticism for the conditions under permission to work in Israel in 2024, their right to change employers.”A confirmed dead, and the status of one 
which the Thai farm laborers work. In a keeping Israel in the top four destinations watchdog group found more recently that remaining person is not clear.According to 
2015 report, Human Rights Watch said they for Thais working abroad last year.most were still paid below the legal Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 46 
often were housed in makeshift and minimum wage.How many Thais work in Thai migrant workers generally come from Thais have been killed during the conflict, 
inadequate accommodations and “were Israel?There were about 30,000 Thai poorer regions of the country, especially including the two who died in Hamas 
paid salaries significantly below the legal workers, primarily working on farms, in the northeast, and even before the bonuses captivity.They were among tens of 
minimum wage, forced to work long hours Israel prior to the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas.In the jobs in Israel paid many times what they thousands of Thai workers in Israel. Here’s 
in excess of the legal maximum, subjected the wake of the attack, some 7,000 returned could make at home.a look at what they were doing there.

repression against dissent.Resistance work -- often being paid below SAMUT SAKHON.Four years after 
has been fierce, led in large part by minimum wage.Ma Phyu now works Myanmar's military seized power in a 
young people who grew up during from 5:30 pm to 3:00 am in a fish coup, the country is in the grip of a 
Myanmar's 10-year dalliance with processing plant, six days a week, bloody civil war that has driven many 
democracy. regularly scolded by her supervisors of the country's young across the 

for not understanding instructions in border to Thailand.There they scrape Like thousands of others, Ma Phyu chose 
Thai.Her husband arrived from by doing hard jobs for little pay -- often to flee Myanmar rather than live under 
Myanmar last year and the couple now living in fear of being arrested and sent 
live in a single-room apartment in back to Myanmar.AFP met three of 
Mahachai."I can't stand the smell of them in Mahachai, a district of Samut 
fish any more. I feel disgusted at work Sakhon in Bangkok's western suburbs 
and it's the same at home. Nothing known as "Little Myanmar" for its 
changes, I don't want to live any more," population of migrant workers.

They told of their experiences and hopes Ma Phyu said."My previous life was 
and fears for the future -- speaking full of happiness. If there had been no 
under pseudonyms for their own coup, there would have been a good life 
safety and that of their families back in for me."Lwin Lwin: 'There is no 
Myanmar. happiness'In a shabby room in a run-

the junta, and now cannot return for down building in Mahachai, Lwin Ma Phyu: 'I lost all my dreams'
fear of retribution from the authorities. Lwin practises Japanese grammar with "After the coup, I lost all my dreams," Ma 

Thailand is home to the world's largest five other Myanmar migrants.The 21-Phyu told AFP.Before the military 
Myanmar diaspora -- 2.3 million year-old, who fled Myanmar without seized power, the 28-year-old was 
registered workers, plus another 1.8 finishing high school, hopes learning teaching young children while 
million unofficial migrants, according the language will give her a way out of studying at university in Yangon with 
to  the  UN migra t ion  agency a tough existence in Thailand."The the aim of qualifying as a teacher.
IOM.Lacking Thai language skills, coup turned my life upside down. I After the February 1, 2021 coup, which 
Myanmar migrants in Thailand are thought I would finish school, go to ousted the elected civilian government 
forced into difficult and dirty jobs un ivers i ty  and  work  fo r  the  of Aung San Suu Kyi, the generals 
including construction, food and farm government," she told AFP.launched a bloody campaign of violent 

Five years after Britain left the EU, full impact is still emerging
uneasy member of the EU when it held a before being sent on. He says the hassle LONDON. Five years ago Friday, two 
referendum in June 2016 on whether to has been worth it, but some other small crowds of people gathered near Britain’s 
r e m a i n  o r  l e a v e .  D e c a d e s  o f  businesses he knows have stopped Parliament — some with Union Jacks and 
deindustrialization, followed by years of trading with the EU or moved cheers, others European Union flags and 
pub l ic  spend ing  cu t s  and  h igh  manufacturing out of the U.K.Julianne tears.On Jan. 31, 2020 at 11 p.m. London 
immigration, made fertile ground for the Ponan, founder and CEO of allergen-time – midnight at EU headquarters in 
argument that Brexit would let the U.K. free food producer Creative Nature, had Brussels — the U.K. officially left the bloc 
“take back control” of its borders, laws and a growing export business to EU after almost five decades of membership 
economy.Yet the result — 52% to 48% in countries that was devastated by Brexit. that had brought free movement and free 
favor of leaving — came as a shock to Since then she has successfully turned to trade between Britain and 27 other 
many.  Neither  the Conservat ive markets in the Middle East and European countries.For Brexit supporters, 
government, which campaigned to stay in Australia, something she says has been a the U.K. was now a sovereign nation in 

months of testy negotiations on divorce the EU, nor pro-Brexit campaigners had positive outcome of leaving the EU.Having charge of its own destiny. For opponents, it 
terms, culminating in agreement on planned for the messy details of the split. mastered the new red tape, she is now was an isolated and diminished country.
Christmas Eve in 2020.The bare-bones gradually building up business with Europe The referendum was followed by years of It was, inarguably, a divided nation that had 
trade deal saw the U.K. leave the bloc’s again.“But we’ve lost four years of growth wrangling over divorce terms between a taken a leap into the dark. Five years on, 
single market and customs union. It meant there,” she said. “And that’s the sad part. wounded EU and a fractious U.K. that people and businesses are still wrestling 
goods could move without tariffs or quotas, We would be a lot further ahead in our caused gridlock in Parliament and with the economic, social and cultural 
but brought new red tape, costs and delays journey if Brexit hadn’t happened.”The ultimately defeated Prime Minister aftershocks.“The impact has been really 
for trading businesses.“It has cost us government’s  Off ice  for  Budget  Theresa May. She resigned in 2019 and was quite profound,” said political scientist 
money. We are definitely slower and it’s Responsibility forecasts that U.K. exports replaced by Boris Johnson, who vowed to Anand Menon, who heads the think-tank 
more expensive. But we’ve survived,” said and imports will both be around 15% lower “get Brexit done.”U.K. in a Changing Europe. “It’s changed 
Lars Andersen, whose London-based in the long run than if the U.K. had our economy.“And our politics has been It wasn’t so simple.
company, My Nametags, ships brightly remained in the EU, and economic changed quite fundamentally as well,” he A blow to the British economy colored labels for kids’ clothes and school productivity 4% less than it otherwise added. “We’ve seen a new division around The U.K. left without agreement on its future supplies to more than 150 countries.To would have been.Brexit supporters argue Brexit becoming part of electoral politics.” economic relationship with the EU, which keep trading with the EU, Andersen has had that short-term pain will be offset by A decision that split the nationAn island accounted for half the country’s trade. The to set up a base in Ireland, through which all Britain’s new freedom to strike trade deals nation with a robust sense of its historical political departure was followed by 11 orders destined for EU countries must pass around the world. Since Brexit. the U.K.importance, Britain had long been an 

Investigators recover 
plane black boxes from 
Washington air collision

WASHINGTON: Investigators on Thursday recovered 
the black boxes from a passenger plane whose mid-air 
collision with a military helicopter over Washington's 
Potomac River killed 67 people, as rescuers pulled 
victims' bodies from the freezing water.

US President Donald Trump launched a political attack 
blaming diversity and inclusion policies championed 
by his Democratic predecessors for causing the 
incident.Trump's politicization of the tragedy came as 
the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) said 
it had recovered the cockpit voice recorder and flight 
data recorder from the Bombardier jet operated by an 
American Airlines subsidiary that smashed into an 
Army Black Hawk helicopter late Wednesday.

"The recorders are at the NTSB labs for evaluation," the 
agency said in a statement to AFP.According to a New 
York Times report, staffing was thin in the control 
tower at Reagan National Airport, where the airliner 
was about to land when the collision occurred.

One controller, rather than the usual two, was handling 
both plane and helicopter traffic, the Times quoted a 
preliminary Federal Aviation Administration report as 
saying.A fireball erupted in the night sky and both 
aircraft tumbled into the icy Potomac, leaving rescue 
crews with the grim, difficult task of searching for 
bodies in the dark and cold.Over 40 bodies had been 

recovered as of Thursday evening, according to US 
media reports.Trump politicizes crashTrump, who 
took office 10 days ago, turned a press conference on 
the disaster into a platform for his crusade against 
diversity, equity and inclusion or DEI -- a series of 
often decades-old measures meant to combat racism 
and sexism across the United States.Accusing his 
Democratic predecessors Joe Biden and Barack 
Obama of having kept good employees out of the 
aviation agency in pursuit of DEI, he claimed: "They 
actually came out with a directive: 'too white.' And we 
want the people that are competent."The passenger 
plane was carrying 64 people and the Black Hawk had 
three aboard.The collision -- the first major crash in the 
United States since 2009 when 49 people were killed 
near Buffalo, New York -- occurred as American Eagle 
Flight 5342 from Wichita, Kansas came in to 
land.Reagan National is a major airport located a short 
distance from downtown Washington, the White 
House and the Pentagon. 

World US President Donald Trump fired another stern 
warning to the BRICS bloc, which includes India, 
threatening to impose 100% tariffs if the group 
attempts to replace the US dollar with an alternative 
currency.In a post on his social media platform, Truth 
Social, Trump wrote on Friday: "The idea that the 
BRICS countries are trying to move away from the 
dollar, while we stand by and watch, is OVER."

He said, "We are going to require a commitment from 
these seemingly hostile countries that they will 
neither create a new BRICS currency nor back any 
other currency to replace the mighty US dollar. If 
they do, they will face 100% tariffs and should expect 
to say goodbye to selling into the wonderful US 
economy."Trump added,"They can go find another 
sucker nation. There is no chance that BRICS will 

replace the US dollar in international trade—or 
anywhere else. Any country that tries should say 
hello to tariffs and goodbye to America!"

Trump has repeatedly voiced his opposition to de-
dollarisation, cautioning that BRICS nations should 
uphold the US dollar's dominance in global trade to 
avoid potential economic repercussions.

The BRICS bloc, which comprises Brazil, Russia, 
India, China, South Africa, as well as Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, and the United Arab 
Emirates, has been discussing alternatives to the US 
dollar for international trade. In particular Russia and 
China, have been seeking an alternative to the US 
Dollar or creating their own BRICS currency.

Israel says it struck 
'multiple' Hezbollah targets 
in Lebanon's Bekaa Valley

WASHINGTON. Two influential Republican Senators 
have introduced a resolution to reverse a Biden-era 
rule that increased the period for renewing work 
permits from 180 to 540 days.The automatic 
extension of the Employment Authorisation 
Document (EAD) from 180 days to 540 days was of 
great help to the spouses of H-1B visa holders, a 
significant number of whom were from India.The rule 
finalised by the Department of Homeland Security on 
January 13 applies broadly to immigrants, refugees, 
green card holders, spouses of H-1B visa holders and 
more.Introduced on Thursday jointly by Senators 
John Kennedy and Rick Scott, the resolution seeks 
disapproval under Congressional Review Act (CRA) 
procedures for the Biden administration's rule that 
automatically extended the renewal period for an 
immigrant EAD to almost a year-and-a-half before 
officials could review those permits.

The Biden administration's dangerous rule 
automatically extended work permits for immigrants 
to 540 days.iving immigrants more time to avoid 
reporting to US officials hampers the Trump 
administration's efforts to enforce our immigration 
laws and keep Americans safe, said Kennedy.In a 
statement, Scott alleged that the Biden-Harris 
administration worked for four years straight to 
dismantle America's immigration system and open 
the southern border, allowing millions of illegal aliens 
to come across the border unvetted and unchecked.

Then, in a last-minute move, former President Biden 
passed a ridiculous rule that allows illegal aliens to 
keep jobs in the United States for over a year without 
authorisation.That's insane, and it undermines 
President Trump's mandate and efforts to secure the 
border and put Americans' interests first," Scott said.

JERUSALEM. Israel's military said Friday it struck 
"multiple" Hezbollah targets in Lebanon's Bekaa 
Valley, two months into a fragile ceasefire with the 
Lebanese group after major hostilities last year.

"The targets that were struck include a Hezbollah 
terrorist site containing underground infrastructure, 
used to develop and manufacture weaponry and 
additional terrorist infrastructure sites on the Syrian-
Lebanese border used by Hezbollah to smuggle 
weaponry into Lebanon," the military said in a 
statement.It said the overnight strikes were aimed at 
targets that "posed a threat" to Israel and Israeli 
troops.On Thursday, the military said it intercepted a 
Hezbollah "surveillance" drone approaching Israeli 
territory , which it said "represents a breach of the 
ceasefire understandings between Israel and 
Lebanon"."The (army) continues to remain 
committed to the ceasefire understandings between 
Israel and Lebanon, and will not permit any terrorist 
activity of this kind," it said.

The Israeli army missed a January 26 deadline to 
complete its withdrawal from Lebanon. It now has 
until February 18.Israel had made clear it had no 
intention of meeting the deadline, charging that the 
Lebanese army had not fulfilled its side of the 
bargain.Under the terms of the ceasefire, the 
Lebanese army is to deploy in the south as Hezbollah 
pulls its forces back north of the Litani River, some 
30 kilometres (20 miles) from the border.

The Iran-backed militant group is also required to 
dismantle any remaining military infrastructure it 
has in the south.

Find another sucker: Trump 
warns BRICS nations, says 
'100 per cent tariff  if  they 
move away from US dollar'

Thais remain the largest 
group of  foreign agricultural 
laborers in Israel today, 
earning considerably more 
than they can at home.

US Senators push to reverse auto-
renewal of  work permits back to 
180 days

How did so many Thai farmers end 
up held hostage by Hamas
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Kadamattom St George Church: A blend of history, 
art, and architecture with unique murals and heritage IDUKKI. The expertise of members 

of the Muthuvan tribe is second to 
none when it comes to collecting 
wild honey from dangerous, rocky 
slopes and wild trees.However, 
since the five tribal settlements in 
the Vattavada panchayat of Idukki 
have several honey collecting men 
who extract it from the large tree 
holes where the bees build hives, 
they strictly follow a specific 
s y s t e m  t o  e n s u r e  p r o p e r  
distribution of the produce, which 
i s  a l so  a  source  o f  the i r  
livelihood.Each collector is 
allotted a specific number of tree 
holes from which he can collect the 
wild honey. In the collector’s 
absence, only a member of his 
family or someone he assigned can 
collect the honey from the spot 
allotted to him.The system helps 
with the community existence and 
cooperation, and the Muthuvan 
tribal community in Vattavada 
follows it without any hesitation 
and complaints. Says Ramaraj, the 
Vattavada panchayat member and a 
resident of the Kudalar tribal 
settlement, “The Shola forests that 
surround the settlements have wild 
honey in abundance, and the tribes 
have been collecting the produce 
f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  f o r  s e l f -
consumption and sale.”He said the 
bees build hives in the holes of 
large wild trees. “Since the bees 
build hives only in tree holes with 
narrow entrance, the large holes are 
purposefully made narrow by 
placing a stone,” Ramaraj told He 
said each settlement in Vattavada 
has around 20 to 30 collectors. 
“Another man should not harvest 
honey from the tree hole where a 
collector has placed a stone. In his 
absence, anyone he has assigned or 
his family members can harvest the 
honey from the tree hole,” Ramaraj 
said.

Though wild trees dot the expanse of 
the Shola forests, every honey 
collector knows the spots assigned 
to him and others. However, 
anyone is free to harvest from 
newly- formed beehives .  C  
Rajendran, a tribal community 
member said, Muthuvan tribals 
g i v e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  
c o m m u n i t y  v a l u e s  a n d  
cooperation. “Our forefathers 
followed the system (of allotting 
spots and collecting honey), and 
now, we also follow in their 
footsteps,” he said.

Supreme Court ruling scrapping domicile-based reservations 
sparks confusion among Telangana medical fraternity

CCTV cameras across Tamil 
Nadu to be geo-tagged

Four get 20-year jail term for 
2022 gang rape

Idukki’s Muthuvan 
tribe keeps wild honey 
collection sweet, civil

VELLORE: The Fast-Track Mahila Court in 
Vellore on Thursday convicted four men for 
gang-raping a doctor in 2022 and sentenced 
them to 20 years in prison.Judge S 
Mageswari Banu Rekha also imposed a fine 
of Rs 25,000 on each of them. Having 
already served three years in Vellore 
Central Prison during the trial, the court 
directed them to serve the remaining 17 
years. Meanwhile, a juvenile in the case is 
facing trial at a Juvenile Justice Board and 
the verdict is expected next week.

According to police sources, the convicted 
were identified as R Parthiban (22), V 
Manikandan (22), R Barath (20), and E 
Santhosh Kumar (24) – all residents of 
Sathuvachari, Vellore.The incident took 
place on March 17, 2022, when the 28-year-
old doctor and her male friend were 
returning after watching a movie. They had 
taken a shared auto-rickshaw with four 
other passengers and the driver. The vehicle 
was diverted to an isolated area and the five 
gang-raped the woman. They also robbed 
them of Rs 40,000 in cash and two 
sovereigns of gold jewellery. Based on an 
online complaint from the woman, the 
police registered a case.A special 
investigation team led by DSP R 
Ravichandran and ASP D V Kiran Shruthi 
had arrested the culprits and submitted a 
496-page chargesheet. Public prosecutors 
K Vigneshwari and M Sandhiya examined 
39 witnesses.

Karnataka Cabinet approves Greater Bengaluru 
Integrated Satellite Town project for Ramanagara

CHENNAI. Tamil Nadu police will no longer need to send 
search parties to evaluate the availability of CCTV cameras 
near a scene of crime, as cops will soon be able to get all the 
information about CCTV cameras with just a click of the 
mouse, and save them precious time while pursuing 
cases.The state police is half-way into preparing a 
comprehensive online database of all government-owned, 
sponsored, and private CCTV cameras across the state, and 
it will be accessible on a common platform.

Every camera will be geotagged and this will help cops view 
the availability of CCTV cameras in a particular location, 
the same way how users can get information from Google 
maps about restaurants, ATMs or toilets in the vicinity of a 
particular location.

Every police station will be able to access the data of CCTVs 
available in their jurisdiction by logging into the 
specialised government web portal.As on January 30, data 
of around 1.8 lakh CCTVs across Tamil Nadu has been 
collected on the portal, which is hosted on a department 
server that is accessible only to the police. The exercise was 
started in Madurai city in December and will soon be 
completed.The system does not provide any live feed or 
stored video footage from any of the cameras, a senior 
official said. It will provide information on the type of 
camera like Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) 
and Pan Tilt Zoom (PTZ), its working status, the storage 
space available and the contact details of the location 
where it has been installed.As all cameras are geo-tagged, 
it will help field officers understand which CCTV cameras 
can be used as evidence based on distance and direction 
from the scene of crime.The web portal also has two 
important features for a postmortem analysis of the 
system’s efficacy – firstly, it allows cops to identify 
sensitive locations where CCTV cameras are required, but 
not available, for future procurement.

HYDERABAD .The Supreme Court’s 
recent ruling declaring the 50% 
domicile-based reservations in the state 
q u o t a  f o r  P G  m e d i c a l  s e a t s  
unconstitutional has sparked confusion 
and concern among the medical 
fraternity in the state.The decision, 
announced on Wednesday, has led to 
varied opinions and uncertainty 
regarding its implementation in the 
state. Dr Narendra Kumar, Director of 
Medical Education told TNIE: “We are 
yet to review the decision thoroughly 
before determining our next steps.”

The ruling’s ambiguity has raised 
questions about its impact on local 
students.“Under the previous norms, 
the state and All India Quota shared 

candidates from other regions may candidates as competition will 50% of PG medical seats. With the new 
return home after completing their increase. Telangana’s PG courses also decision, the state quota is scrapped, 
c o u r s e s . A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  require only one year of rural service, creating a single All India Quota. 
implementation of reservations for unlike many other states, and attractive This disadvantages local candidates, who 
backward categories also poses stipends. This could draw out-of-state prefer in-state colleges, and may affect 
challenges, as caste classifications vary candidates to Telangana. If institutions their specialty choices and morale to 
by state, complicating the admission like AIIMS offer reservations for in-pursue further medical education,” a 
process. house candidates, the same should senior faculty member in a government 

apply to all state colleges.”Dr M Rajeev, Telangana Medical Council medical college told ,Faculty members 
member and Osmania Medical College However, Dr Narahari B, professor at highlighted that Telangana’s top 
graduate, told E “State medical colleges Nagarkurnool Medical College, colleges, like Osmania and Gandhi 
are heavily invested in by the disagreed, claiming the decision would Medical College, are popular among 
government, and Telangana has some not impact in Telangana, as the state local MBBS graduates.
of the best medical infrastructure. The does not have residence-based  The new order could result in fewer 
new decision limits options for local reservations.specialty doctors in the state, as 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM.  For the 
second t ime since the launch of 
‘Aswamedham,’ a statewide initiative to 
identify and treat leprosy patients, the 
number of annual new cases has remained 
below 500. The state has witnessed a 38% 
decline in new cases in 2024-25, to date, 
compared with 2018-19.In 2018-19, there 
were 783 newcases, but this number has now 
dropped to 486. The prevalence rate of 
leprosy has also declined, down from 0.15 
per 10,000 in 2022-23 and 2023-24 to 0.11 in 
2024-25. This progress is particularly 
encouraging given improved case detection 
since the launch of the Aswamedham 
campaign in 2018. However, the initiative 
faced setbacks during the Covid pandemic 
before being revived in 2022-23, leading to 
the detection of 559 cases that year.While 
cases among children have also decreased – 
from 33 in 2022-23 and 30 in 2023-24 to 19 
in 2024-25 – health experts caution that 
these figures may not tell the full story. They 
warn that undetected and unreported cases, 
especially among adults, could still be 
prevalent.

Dr Purushothaman Kuzhikkathukandiyil, 
professor of paediatrics at MES Medical 
College, Malappuram, emphasised that 
stigma remains a significant barrier to 
accurate reporting. “Despite awareness 
campaigns, the stigma associated with 
leprosy may lead to under-reporting.

 In contrast, diseases like tuberculosis, which 
are notifiable, have a more robust reporting 
mechanism,” he said.To tackle these 
challenges, the health department launched 
the sixth edition of the Aswamedham 
campaign on Thursday, focusing on home 
visits to identify hidden cases and provide 
timely treatment.

 Health Minister Veena George expressed 
confidence in the state’s progress, stating, 
“Kerala is on the verge of eliminating 
leprosy and has the lowest number of 
leprosy patients in the country.”

the ‘Greater Bengaluru Integrated Satellite BENGALURU.  In what could be termed a shot 
Town’ project in Ramanagara taluk. in the arm for Deputy Chief Minister DK 
Bhyramangala and Bannigere in Bidadi hobli, Shivakumar, who also holds Bengaluru 
Hosur, KG Gollarapalya, Kanchugaranahalli, Development and Town Planning portfolio, the 
A r a l a l u s a n d r a ,  K e m p a i a h n a p a l y a ,  state cabinet on Thursday approved ‘Greater 
Kanchugaranahalli Kaavalu, Mandalahalli Bengaluru Integrated Satellite Town’ project 
and Vaderahalli villages in Harohalli hobli will comprising a cluster of 10 villages in 
be part of the satellite town. The Greater Ramanagara district.Shivakumar got cabinet’s 
Bengaluru Development Authority will approval for renaming Ramanagara district as 
implement it.It was proposed to take up five Bengaluru South in July last, and the state is 
integrated satellite towns in Bidadi, Sathanur, awaiting the Union government’s nod for the 

admitted that with the implementation of the Ramanagara, Solur and Nandagudi to reduce same.Shivakumar is also keen on establishing 
satellite town project, land prices would congestion in Bengaluru. The government will Bengaluru’s second international airport 
skyrocket in Ramanagara taluk. To reduce formulate schemes to develop sustainable cities between Harohalli and Bidadi. He had advised 
congestion in Bengaluru, the government with solar energy and thereby create people of his Kanakapura Assembly 
p r o p o s e d  t o  d e v e l o p  D e v a n a h a l l i ,  employment opportunities.On November 18, constituency recently to not to sell their land as 
Nelamangala, Hosakote, Doddaballapura, 2023, it constituted the Greater Bengaluru its value would appreciate in view of these  
Magadi and Bidadi as satellite towns with all Bidadi Smart City Planning Authority as the development activities.Briefing reporters, Law 
infrastructure.As part of it, the cabinet approved Greater Bengaluru Development Authority.and Parliamentary Affairs Minister HK Patil 

Smile Project takes up rehabilitation of beggars in Vijayawada
come from Srikakulam, Vizianagaram, VIJAYAWADA.  Vijayawada Municipal Speaking to , Project Officer Narayana 
and Rajahmundry in Andhra Pradesh, Corporation (VMC) Project Officer P said, “Following the instructions of 
as well as tribal areas in Telangana.Venkata Narayana announced that the Smile Vijayawada Municipal Corporation 

“On Monday, we rescued 11 people from Project, aimed at rehabilitating beggars, has Commissioner Dhyanachandra HM, 
the Benz Circle area. Two of them were so far helped 150 individuals and is expected rescued beggars are moved to the NGO 
pensioners from the NTR district, and to reach 200 by January 31.Launched in home where they are provided food, 
we had to involve the police to relocate November 2023, the initiative is part of a clothing, and accommodation. Children 
them for counselling,” said GS Union government pilot programme are handed over to the Child Welfare 
Su j a tha ,  t e chn i ca l  expe r t  a t  covering 25 cities, including Vijayawada. Commission (CWC), senior citizens to 
MEPMA.Despite the progress, Run in collaboration with the NGO Health old age homes, and middle-aged 
challenges persist. “Many beggars Care and Social Welfare Society (HCSWS), individuals are trained and employed in 
resist being taken to shelters, and locals the Smile Project  offers  beggars professions of their choice.”

project has established separate homes for who offer food on the streets hinder counselling, vocational training, and the Among the rescued individuals are notable 
women in Sitaramapuram and men in rehabilitation efforts. We urge citizens to opportunity for family reunification or cases, including two MBAs who lost their 
Hanumanpet.Three rescued children were provide food at shelters and inform us about employment. A survey conducted at the start livelihoods due to COVID-19, and two 
handed over to the Child Welfare Board beggars in their areas,” said JS Anand, of the project by HCSWS identified 1,857 degree holders.“The two MBAs were 
(CWB), while four senior citizens were founder of HCSWS.beggars in Vijayawada city.Every three trained in systems and secured placements 
moved to old age homes.Additionally, 72 For information about beggars, citizens can months, 50 individuals are moved to with Software Solutions in Autonagar. 
individuals have been reunited with their call 9849468857. Officials emphasised that counselling centres where they receive Similarly, two degree holders were 
families, while others have received training making Vijayawada beggar-free is a support, training in their chosen profession, employed as teachers in Miryalaguda and 
in trades such as plumbing, electrical work, collective responsibility, requiring and are either reunited with their families or Nalgonda,” said M Anil Kumar, Project 
mechanics, and baking. Most of the beggars community support and cooperation.provided with employment. Director of HCSWS, speaking to TNIE. The 

Mannerist and Baroque styles KOCHI.  It is the smell of burning candles and 
brought by Portuguese missionaries,” incense floating with the gentle breeze that 
she says.One can safely say that greets you as you slowly climb the stone steps 
based on historical records, the of the hillock leading to the historic 
original Kadamattom Church, Kadamattom St George Orthodox Church 
probably built of wood in the Kerala along NH 85 near Kolenchery. At the summit, 
style, was rebuilt using stone and what strikes you is the nadakasala or portico 
mortar during the Portuguese reminiscent of Hindu temples and it 
colonial period.harmoniously sits next to the Baroque facade 

of the church.Having a unique place in the According to Fr Sunny Varghese, the 
annals of history, this church houses the vicar, the roof, ceiling and interior of 
mor ta l  r emains  o f  the  l egendary  the church were restored as part of the 
Kadamattathu Kathanar who was believed to three-year renovation project 
possess supernatural powers. Besides its spearheaded by Swiss architect Karl 
association with the wizard priest, this church Damschen. “It was done without 
is known for its magnificent centuries-old affecting the antiquity of the structure Baptism of Christ on the right wall,” says 
murals and a Persian stone cross with Pahlavi and almost 3,000 cubic metres of wood were Jijulal, adding that it took five months to 
inscriptions.Step inside the church and one’s needed to restore the roof and ceiling,” he retouch all the frescoes.He says they also 
eyes immediately rest on the beautiful barrel- says.All throughout the day, one can spot a painted two new murals of the Virgin and Mar 
vault above the sanctuary, which sports small steady stream of pilgrims, many of them non-Abo, the saintly bishop who established this 
panels exquisitely painted with floral designs. Christians, to Kadamattom Church.church in the 9th century, above the side altars. 
Hidden behind the main altar is a visual treasure  They all come to the tomb of Kadamattathu “We also recreated the painting of St George on 
– a rare painting of St George slaying a dragon. Poulose Kathanar in front of the altar on the left, the wall above the main entrance as the original 

Flanking the sanctuary are two side altars. The seeking solace from their various afflictions.mural is not visible to believers because it is 
one on the left has a wooden reredos with a People believe that he is a powerful intercessor b e h i n d  t h e  m a i n  a l t a r , ”  J i j u l a l  
panel depicting the Virgin Mary and behind it who can work miracles. Though there aren’t smiles.Kadamattom Church joins the ranks of 
hides a painting showing St Thomas touching any historical records about this priest who used historic Christian places of worship which boast 
the Risen Jesus. Behind the reredos on the right his magical powers to fight the powers of remnants of the Kerala architectural style from 
altar is a mural of the Resurrection.The darkness, there are legends aplenty. It is said the pre-colonial era.
paintings, which had faded over the centuries, that he was born in this village in the 9th century  According to Kochi-based Conservation 
were painstakingly redone by mural to a poor couple.“Like many old Kerala Architect Rakhi Mariam Johnson, this church 
conservationist V M Jijulal and his six-member churches, here you can find a Vernacular Kerala blends European and traditional Kerala 
team as part of the renovation of the church. church with a European facade in Renaissance, architecture.“Like many old Kerala churches, 
“We used imported Italian pigment to restore Mannerist and Baroque styles brought by here you can find a Vernacular Kerala church 
the paintings, including the one depicting the Portuguese missionaries,” she says.with a European facade in Renaissance, 

BENGALURU.  In what could be termed a 
victory for conservationists, the public and 
state forest department, the Siddaramaiah 
cabinet on Thursday decided to declare 
5,678 acres and 32 guntas of land (2298.18 
hectares) in Yelahanka taluk of Bengaluru 
City district as ‘Greater Hesaraghatta 
Grassland Conservation Reserve’ (GHC) 
under Section 36(a) of the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972.The government 
fulfilled a decade-old demand that was 
being stalled because of political 
controversy.The area was the last standing 
‘savannah’ ecosystem of Bengaluru. In 
October 2024, the State Board for Wildlife 
headed by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, 
had approved the proposal which has now 
got the cabinet nod.Meanwhile, the cabinet 
deferred the proposal to declare 5959.32 
hectares, including 6km of Honnavar sea 
coast and forest area in Uttara Kannada 
district as ‘Apsarakonda-Mugali Marine 
Wildlife Sanctuary’.Revision of annual 
licence renewal charges of Karnataka 
Water Transport Board is expected to 
generate an additional revenue of Rs 3.50-4 
crore per annum. The state’s minor ports 
include Karwar, Honnavar, Malpe, 
Belekeri, Manki, Padubidri, Keni, Bhatkal, 
Old Mangalore, Tadadi, Kundapur, 
Pavinakurve and Hangaratta.Withdrawal 
of Karnataka Urban and Rural Planning 
(Amendment) Bill, 2024, regarding 
Premium FAR. The Governor has returned 
the bill, seeking some clarifications. Since 
it involves legal aspects, it is appropriate to 
consult the relevant stakeholders.The 
ordinance for utilisation and regulation of 
Bengaluru Palace Grounds land was 
gazetted on January 29, 2025. 

Campaign has desired effect: 
Leprosy cases decline in state

Hesaraghatta grassland reserve 
gets Karnataka cabinet stamp

Firm to pull out of housekeeping
services , 4k families in a fix

Noida. Nearly 4,000 families at Jaypee Greens Kosmos are in a fix as the maintenance agency, a
subsidiary of the builder Jaiprakash Associates Limited, will cease its operations from Wednesday and
halt manpower and financial support for housekeeping and security services. In a letter dated Nov 22,
Jaiprakash Associates Limited-Facility Management Group (JAL-FMG), which has managed the soci-
ety's maintenance since 2015, and Suraksha Reality Ltd asked the society's apartment owners' associ-
ation (AOA) to take over the housekeeping and other services. The AOA, however, expressed its
inability to manage these services as the company did not transfer the bank accounts or the balance
amount collected as charges paid so far by the residents towards such services. Residents also point-
ed out that several towers and electricity infrastructure in the project were still incomplete, and the
developer also has an outstanding water bill towards Noida Authority.If the maintenance agency pulls
out, water and electricity supply are also likely to be affected. Ten of the 46 towers at the Kosmos proj-
ect, part of the Jaypee Greens Wish Town in Sector 134, are still under construction. In May 2024,
Suraksha officially assumed control of Jaypee Infratech Limited (JIL) through insolvency proceedings
to complete the unfinished flats. Earlier this month, TOI reported that Suraksha had failed to mobilise
the promised Rs 3,000 crore required for construction, deploy workers, or even establish escrow
accounts as stipulated in the resolution plan. According to the approved resolution plan, passed by
NCLAT in May this year, Suraksha was supposed to resume construction of flats within 90 days."In
2015, Jaypee Infratech Ltd appointed its subsidiary, JAL-FMG, for the maintenance-related services of
the society. Since then, residents have been depositing all the maintenance charges to the company's
account, which is about Rs 4,000 to Rs5,000 per month. Initially, while buying the flats, all the residents
deposited about 1.5 lakh to the company in the name of a maintenance deposit, which is approximate-
ly Rs 80 crore. JAL-FMG has not transferred this amount to the AOA but wants it to take over all the
services," Brijesh Singh, a resident of the society, said.he society's AOA was set up in 2022, but since
then has not received any maintenance charges from the residents.
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Man hit by car on
MG Road dies; driv-

er on the run
Gurugram. A 34-year-old man was

killed while crossing MG Road on
Thursday evening after being allegedly hit
by an unidentified speeding car, police
said on Saturday. Police identified the vic-
tim as Nazmul Haq, originally from South
Dinajpur, West Bengal, residing in a rent-
ed accommodation at Nathupur in DLF
Phase-III. He worked as a painter in
Gurugram. Officers said Haq was return-
ing home from Chakkarpur, Sector 28, just
when he met with the accident in front of
Metro pillar number 73 around 8.30pm.
The driver, after hitting the pedestrian,
allegedly accelerated his car and fled from
the spot. However, nobody could note
down the vehicle’s registration number,
said investigators citing eyewitnesses.
Commuters alerted the police control
room and rushed the injured Haq to a pri-
vate hospital in DLF Phase-III, they added.
“Doctors declared him dead on arrival.
The hospital administration further alert-
ed the police following which a team
reached there for investigation,” said
Sandeep Kumar, public relations officer,
Gurugram police, said. “There were no
major injury marks on the body. But doc-
tors said Haq might have sustained severe
internal head injury from the impact as he
was bleeding from nose and ears,” he said,
adding that there was no CCTV camera at
the spot.

Investigators said that they were scan-
ning CCTV camera footage of
Sikanderpur, Iffco Chowk and other loca-
tions near the spot to zero-in on the car
that had hit him.



EDITORIAL 6

Creating a veil of secrecy will only fuel A great tragedy has cast a shadow on the Maha 
rumours and misinformation. The Kumbh festival, the most magnificent spectacle 
administration did appeal to devotees to India presents to the world every 12 years. Better 
bathe at the first ghat they reached so as to crowd management could have prevented the 
prevent overcrowding, while emphasising stampede that took place in the Sangam area as 
that all ghats at Sangam were equally crores of pilgrims jostled to take a holy dip on the 
sacred. However, this appeal should have auspicious occasion of Mauni Amavasya in the wee 
been backed by proactive steps to make hours of Wednesday. Ensuring a safe pilgrimage 
pilgrims move ahead in a disciplined was an enormous challenge from the outset, and it 
way.The Sangam stampede should prompt is apparent that some lapses led to the pre-dawn 
the mela organisers to review security melee. Anticipating a huge congregation, the mela 
arrangements and do course correction. authorities had issued an advisory on Tuesday, 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has said urging devotees to follow safety guidelines. 
that the government’s first priority is to However, the organisers and security personnel 
ensure the safety of devotees. This should were caught off guard when some pilgrims climbed 
be the way forward during the remaining over the barricades at Akhara Marg.The Uttar 
four weeks of the Maha Kumbh. The Pradesh Government has tried to downplay the 

devotees who lost their family members. A thorough spectre of death should not be allowed to incident, probably with the intention of averting 
probe is a must to find out how the situation spun out of mar a festival that proudly showcases India’s spiritual panic and avoiding negative publicity, even as Prime 
control and who all were guilty of dereliction of duty. grandeur.Minister Narendra Modi offered condolences to the 

Kumbh stampede leaves 
painful lessons

Kudos to cops for cracking Saif case

letters, which escaped burning at the hands children, her charm stays intact.Even Amrita Sher-Gil (1913-1941) was very fond of 
of her parents, bear witness to the fact that Jawaharlal Nehru gets close to Amrita literature, poetry in particular. This fondness figured 
her writing skills in English grew very fast. Sher-Gil. He would often voice his midway between her passion for painting and interest 
Her earlier letters to her admirers and affection for her.in music.During her early childhood in war-torn 

Rushdie's definition of Amrita as a "line of lovers show that she was labouring a lot. Hungary, drawing interested her a lot. She was able to 
beauty" glows as a rainbow in the play, Words and phrases were jumbled together. draw figures on her own. But reading needed help. 
Tumhari Amrita, starring Shabana Azmi Her later letters show how cogent she had With help from her parents, she took to reading short 
and Farooq Shaikh. It was the Urdu become in their usage. Surely, towards the pieces, lyrical poems in particular. Hungarian was 
translation of an American play, Love end of her short and tragic life, English her mother tongue and appealed to her.
Letters, penned by AR Gurney in 1889. She read not only to pass time but also to enjoy and blossomed as her literary language with as 
It had nothing to do with Amrita's life, refine her feelings. The poems of Endre Ady charmed much felicity as French had figured earlier.

Regarding Punjabi and Urdu, she could except that she was also very fond of her a lot. He was a symbolist who sought to award 
converse in these languages, probably not writing and receiving letters. Her letters new meanings to social and political concerns. They 
so fluently.What about her study of English hinged on the recognition of the other were in tune with the risks that had begun to lurk over 
literature? As compared to her grasp of along with of her own self. No wonder. human life with the advent of industrial changes. She 
French literature, it was less in extent and she was full of remorse when her parents might not have grasped the full import of such poems 
depth. She relished DH Lawrence and consigned most of her letters, including then.Her interest grew into profound concern when, 
Virginia Woolf. Like Lawrence, she s e v e r a l  f r o m  N e h r u ,  t o  t h e  as a young lass, she started to live in Paris, the centre 
believed that sensuality was the root of the flames.Tumhari Amrita deals with the of modernism in Europe. It was only a matter of time 
creative process in a language and more so illusion and disillusion caused by letter-before French became her primary mode of 
in music and painting. In its absence, the writing, with the lovers getting close just communication and literary expression. Charles 
creative urge met with a false and facile for a short while. With Amrita, it was Baudelaire shone over the literary and artistic world 
end. otherwise. Amrita had a choice of lovers at the time. He wrote poems in the modern mode, 

Virginia Woolf gave her the insight to paint and she exercised it daringly, at times, setting a trend in Europe. Under his influence, love 
from more than one perspective.The first even defiantly. She had the creative urge poetry turned its back on nostalgia, swooning in 
creative work to celebrate her art is a play in to realise her potential through sexual union and the bliss of solitude. Their place was taken the memory of Amrita to take birth again and turn the 
Punjabi written by Sant Singh Sekhon. Named union. There was none who charmed her for long. up by cynicism, loneliness, nihilism and abandon. enraptured silence of the three sisters into an 
Kalakar (artist), its protagonist is a male artist who Most persons with whom she cohabited failed to Evidences of all these factors were to be seen and eloquent experience.Slender and short, but 
feels that Amrita Sher-Gil is destined to raise the art understand how sex, turning into a play of senses, encountered in every nook and corner of Paris. charming, Amrita fascinated Salman Rushdie, who 
scene in Punjab to the level it is enjoyed elsewhere, Amrita did swim with the tide, but she also set her aim invigorated her art of painting. Rather than getting introduced the spell of magical realism in the Indo-
particularly in Europe. Her great concerns — seeing high. While Picasso and Braque painted Europe, she intrigued, which regrettably enough they did, it was English fiction. In The Moor's Last Sigh, he both 
versus looking, sex versus sexuality, nakedness resolved to paint India in a modern way.India was essential for them to grasp this factor.This was the inflates her being and deflates her becoming. Its 
versus nudity — figure a lot in it.Then, a Pakistani then ruled by the British. It was pertinent for her to be core of her being-cum-becoming and it is yet to be heroine, born and brought up in Europe, turns into a 
poet of great promise penned a poem, Jamurd, on her adept in the use of the English language and also to grasped in full. The leitmotif, lost in the past, should painter of diverse talent. She is married and her 
celebrated painting, The Three Sisters. He invokes have sufficient knowledge of its literature. Her be elaborated, recognised and applauded.husband is a mismatch. Though she bears several 

Maha Kumbh tragedy

The unfortunate incident of stampede at Prayagraj 
Maha Kumbh is a cause of concern for the whole 
nation. As per initial reports, more than a hundred 
million devotees had gathered in the Sangam area 
to take ‘amrit snan’ on the occasion of 'mauni 
amavasya'. The thread of faith and belief of the 
masses is so strong that everybody wants to take a 
holy dip at the nose point on this historic moment 
which has arrived after 144 years.

It is being reported that the mishap happened around 
1 o'clock in the early morning hours, when some 
pilgrims tried to cross the barricades demarcating 
the path for the akharas to go for the traditional 
'shahi snan'. It is a matter of satisfaction that 
normalcy was restored immediately and the rituals 
at the Sangam are going on.

Stampede during religious congregations has 
become almost a matter of routine in India. People 
take it in their stride as an act of God and the 
administrators also forget it after some initial 
jolts.In January 2015, in a stampede at a temple in 
Andhra Pradesh, six devotees died in an attempt to 
get the free-visit passes; 121 people lost their lives 
at Hathras in Uttar Pradesh in their quest to get a 
closer glimpse of their religious guru; 115 pilgrims 
were killed and 100 others injured in a stampede at 
Ratangarh temple in Madhya Pradesh during 
Navaratri celebrations in November 2023.

The Kumbh Mela in Uttar Pradesh witnessed a 
stampede in February 2013, in which 36 devotees 
lost their lives; while jostling to get free food and 
clothing at a temple in Uttar Pradesh, 63 people 
died due to mismanagement; in September 2008, 
250 pilgrims were trampled to death at 
Chamundagar temple in Rajasthan during the 
Navaratri festival; 145 devotees died after a 
rumour of a landslide triggered a stampede at the 
Naina Devi temple in Himachal Pradesh in August 
2008; 265 people died at the Mandardevi temple in 
Wai town, Maharashtra, because of slippery steps 
in January 2005.The list of such mishaps is 
endless. The recurrence of such human tragedies at 
regular intervals indicates that the system does not 
learn enough lessons to prevent them from 
happening in future.

Though it is not advisable to do a hasty post-mortem 
of such a human tragedy, there are some facts in the 
public domain which need to be discussed for 
preventing similar mishaps.Such discussions 
become imperative in view of the fact that 
preparations for the Maha Kumbh started years 
before the event. Meticulous planning was done 
under the supervision of the Chief Minister of the 
state.Pre-event assessment of the crowd as well as 
daily monitoring of the arrivals of the devotees 
during the Maha Kumbh is of utmost importance. 
The entry of the pilgrims in the Sangam area 
should have been regulated keeping in view the 
actual space available to accommodate them.

There should have been a mechanism in place, in 
coordination with police agencies of all states, to 
estimate the number of devotees likely to arrive at 
the Maha Kumbh on a daily basis. Restrictions, 
which were imposed on the movement of trains 
and buses carrying people to Prayagraj after the 
tragedy, should have been clamped much before 
the crowd swelled to full capacity.It seems many 
devotees did not leave the area after taking a holy 
dip at the nose point and were occupying the space 
for days together, resulting in congestion. This 
would have been prevented by launching 
awareness campaigns and circulating advisories in 
advance, asking people to limit their stay at the 
Sangam area and vacate the space for the others.

There should have been deployment of force to 
ensure that the circulating and bathing areas were 
free from unnecessary squatting.It is advisable to 
plan holding areas at all entry points to contain the 
crowds temporarily and release them in groups as 
per the space available on the bathing ghats. 
Waterways should have been planned for a quick 
exit of the pilgrims from the Sangam area. The 
entry and exit routes should have been separate to 
avoid traffic jam.It would have been better if area-
specific days for bathing were fixed and notified to 
people for the sake of their safety and security. ss

introduce a communal angle into the episode. Nitesh performed by the hospital’s competent doctors. Saif It was in 1975 (or perhaps the first half of 1976) that I 
is a known Muslim-baiter and poor Saif is recovered in five days and was discharged.Anfirst set eyes on Saif Ali Khan. He was fast asleep on 
consequently condemned in the minister’s eyes. I am unnecessary controversy was kicked up in thethe upper berth of a coupe on a Mumbai-Ahmedabad 
sure that the minister is aware that Saif’s mother is electronic and print media on unrelated issues liketrain. The berth was booked in the name of his father, 
Sharmila Tagore and his wife Kareena Kapoor. How why his wife did not accompany him to the hospitalthe Nawab of Pataudi, Mansoor Ali Khan, a former 
much of Islam Saif himself has imbibed or follows is and why he chose an autorickshaw over an Uber orcaptain of India’s cricket team.The Nawab and I had 
uncertain. As far as my knowledge goes, religion has an Ola. (Answer: It was easily available outside hisdinner on the lower berth, which was booked in my 
never been a contentious issue in Bollywood.The residence).The worst was yet to come. In the daysname. Ten years later, he came to my Chandigarh 
criticism of the police is even more disturbing. following the assault, critics of the Maharashtrabungalow to interview me. He recalled our train 
Doubts have been expressed about the identity of the Government went to town proclaiming a totaljourney and I inquired about his son.
man arrested, to the extent of asserting that he does collapse of law and order. They denigrated my cityA few years ago, I met Saif and his wife, Kareena, at 
not resemble the person shown entering and exiting of Mumbai as the most dangerous place to live in andthe Mahalaxmi Race Course. It was the day of the 

its police force as the pits as far as security ofIndian Derby. Saif and I were guests of our mutual 
life and property was concerned. Arnabfriend, Farouq Rattonsey, whose horses had won the 
Goswami, the doyen of sensation-seeking race in two successive years previously. I took 
newshounds, found fault with every move the advantage of the occasion to recount to him that train 
police made to nab the culprit. Obviously, hejourney.Earlier this month, I found his name and 
was still smarting from the fact that the pictures splashed across newspapers and news 
Mumbai Police had dared to arrest him and put channels for his brush with an intruder in his 11th-
him behind bars for a few days for trying to floor residence in Mumbai’s tony suburb of Bandra, 
b u i l d  u p  v i e w e r s h i p  t h r o u g hwhere many Bollywood actors live. Saif was 
sensationalism.Politicians went even further,stabbed when he confronted the intruder. He had to 
making all sorts of inferences and insinuations,go to a private, well-known hospital close to his 
going to the extent of asserting that Saif washome for medical treatment, including a surgery in 
not stabbed or injured at all, but was merelyclose proximity to the spine. It was a delicate 
playing to the ‘gallery’! BJP leader Niteshoperation expertly performed by the hospital’s 
Rane, recently inducted into the Mahayuticompetent doctors. Saif recovered in five days and through the staircase in the CCTV footage. 

government, tried to introduce a communal angle was discharged.An unnecessary controversy was Obviously, the doubts have been created by 
into the episode. Nitesh is a known Muslim-baiterkicked up in the electronic and print media on elements who want to disparage the government at 
and poor Saif is consequently condemned in theunrelated issues like why his wife did not any cost, particularly on an occasion when a golden 
minister’s eyes. I am sure that the minister is awareaccompany him to the hospital and why he chose an opportunity to berate it in the public eye presents 
that Saif’s mother is Sharmila Tagore and his wifeautorickshaw over an Uber or an Ola. (Answer: It itself, like it does when a prominent person is 
Kareena Kapoor. How much of Islam Saif himselfwas easily available outside his residence).The attacked.evel-headed and fair-minded citizens will 
has imbibed or follows is uncertain. As far as myworst was yet to come. In the days following the pat the back of the city police’s crime busters for the 
knowledge goes, religion has never been aassault, critics of the Maharashtra Government went systematic and patient efforts they made to nab the 
contentious issue in Bollywood.he criticism of the to town proclaiming a total collapse of law and order. culprit despite the tremendous pressure they faced 
police is even more disturbing. Doubts have been They denigrated my city of Mumbai as the most from the onset of the investigation. It is not easy to 
expressed about the identity of the man arrested, to dangerous place to live in and its police force as the get rid of public and political pressures to trace 
the extent of asserting that he does not resemble the pits as far as security of life and property was culprits quickly on such occasions. I have 
person shown entering and exiting through the concerned. Arnab Goswami, the doyen of sensation- experienced such pressures myself all through my 
staircase in the CCTV footage. Obviously, the seeking newshounds, found fault with every move working years and hence can relate and sympathise 
doubts have been created by elements who want to the police made to nab the culprit. Obviously, he was with the officers and men entrusted with the 
disparage the government at any cost, particularly still smarting from the fact that the Mumbai Police job.Earlier this month, I found his name and pictures 
on an occasion when a golden opportunity to berate had dared to arrest him and put him behind bars for a splashed across newspapers and news channels for 
it in the public eye presents itself, like it does when a few days for trying to build up viewership through his brush with an intruder in his 11th-floor residence 
prominent person is attacked.Level-headed and fair-sensationalism.Politicians went even further, in Mumbai’s tony suburb of Bandra, where many 
minded citizens will pat the back of the city police’s making all sorts of inferences and insinuations, Bollywood actors live. Saif was stabbed when he 
crime busters for the systematic and patient efforts going to the extent of asserting that Saif was not confronted the intruder. He had to go to a private, 
they made to nab the culprit despite the tremendous stabbed or injured at all, but was merely playing to well-known hospital close to his home for medical 
pressure they faced from the onset of thethe ‘gallery’! BJP leader Nitesh Rane, recently treatment, including a surgery in close proximity to 
investigation. inducted into the Mahayuti government, tried to the spine. It was a delicate operation expertly 

Politicians have struck a jarring note by making all sorts of  inferences and insinuations

Safety of devotees must be prioritiseda

Editorial

Amrita had a choice of  lovers and she exercised it daringly, at times, even defiantly.

The letters, loves and literature of Amrita Sher-Gil
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while other group entities own the 
remaining stake in the country’s 
largest conglomerate, valued at 
over $165 billion, which means the 
SP group’s stake is worth over 
$30.5 billion. “The SP group and 
these alternative asset managers are 
likely to sign an agreement within 
the next 40-45 days,” the source 
told TNIE.

The SP group didn’t respond to calls 
seeking confirmation.

The group has been looking for 
fundraising since early 2024 but 
without much success. Most of its 
existing debt was maturing in May 
2024. Since then it got an extension 
from creditors by paying interest. materialise, forcing it to buy time from MUMBAI.The Shapoorji Pallonji 

Most of the group’s debt is linked to the creditors after paying interest. A large Group, which owns 18.6% in over 
group’s promoter entity, Sterling portion of the debt was maturing last $30.5 billion worth Tata Sons, is close 
Investments, which had secured $2.6 May.As per a source in the know of the to sewing up a funding deal with a 
billion in 2021 from alternative ongoing discussions, the Shapur group of overseas alternative asset 
investment manager Ares Management Mistry-led group is in advanced stage managers to refinance its outstanding 
and the hedge fund Farallon Capital of talks with four alternative asset debt that runs in excess of $3.2 billion.
with a tenor of 3.5 years.“The group is managers -- Davidson Kempner and The group has been trying to raise funds 
looking to refinance its debt with fresh Cerberus Capital, along with its to refinance its mounting debt for quite 
funding from Davidson Kempner and existing investors Farallon Capital Ares some time, and was close to line up Rs 
Cerberus Capital and partial financing Management, who are willing to 20,000 crore of funding late last year 
from existing creditors Farallon and partially rollover their debt maturing from state-run Power Finance 
Ares who are willing to roll over a later this year.Sterling Investments, the Corporation (PFC) but the lender 
portion of their debt maturing by May,” main holding company of the group, backed out at the final stage. Before that 
the source explained.holds a little over 9% in Tata Sons, its attempts to raise money didn’t 

Budget Session: Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman tables Economic Survey 2024-25

mark for iPhone exports from India, modest share in India, it aims to grow its was the top-selling model in India 
achieving record outbound shipments of presence in the market. during the quarter. India, which is the 
USD 12.8 billion (Rs 1.08 trillion), second-largest smartphone 
reflecting a 42% year-on-year market in the world and the 
increase.“Yeah, if you look at the third-largest for PCs and 
manufacturing we do there, we do tablets, presents a significant 
manufacturing both for the domestic opportunity for Apple, given its 
market, and we export. And so, in -- our modest current share in these 
business needs a certain economies of markets.

 “And we have very modest share scale for it to make sense to manufacture 
in these markets, and so I think in-country. And so, that really means 
there's lots of upside there,” he that we're going to be both a use for the 
added.Apple reported a  domestic market and an export market,” 
remarkable USD 124.3 billion said Cook.The company has been 
in revenue for the year-end diversifying its manufacturing from 

NEW DELHI. Apple CEO Tim Cook on holiday quarter, although sales China to India, largely due to the 
Friday said that the company is growth fell short of market ongoing trade tensions between the U.S. 
expanding its manufacturing in India to expectations as the iPhone and China. Apple now aims to source “We have great results in a number of 
meet both domestic demand and global faces intense competition, particularly around 25% of its total manufacturing emerging markets. And as you know, 
export needs.During a call with in China. However, the company’s from India.Cook also revealed that from past calls, I'm particularly keen on 
investors discussing the company's shares surged more than 3% in after-India set a new record for the December India. India set a December quarter 
quarterly results, Cook also expressed hours trading on Thursday after it quarter and that the company is record during the quarter. And we're 
his enthusiasm for the Indian market. In forecast higher-than-expected sales for planning to open four more stores in the opening more stores there,” said Cook.
2024, Apple surpassed the Rs 1 trillion the upcoming quarter.country. While Apple currently holds a Additionally, Cook stated that the iPhone 

Apple expanding manufacturing in India to meet 
domestic demand, global export needs: Tim Cook

Sebi bans finfluencers from using live stock 
prices, tightens crackdown on illegal advisories

them from offering real-time trading tips investment advice or make performance blurred the lines between real financial MUMBAI. The markets regulator Sebi, 
disguised as education. They are also claims without Sebi’s approval;  education and investment advice on the which has been after the so-called 
banned from using the name of the stock finfluencers cannot use stock names, sly, leaving the gullible public at risk as it financial influencers or finfluencers who 
directly or indirectly through employing a codes, or price data from the past three has become too complicated to are tricking the gullible public into 
code.“A person engaged solely in months in any form that could imply distinguish credible sources from investing in stocks they get paid to 
education shall mean that such person is misleading ones. However, with the recommend, for long, has delivered a 
not engaged in any of the two prohibited latest move, which bans access to major blow to them by restricting their use 
activities. Such person should not be live data, many of these financial of live-market data/prices in their what 
using the market price data of the crooks are likely to find it difficult to they call educational content.The key 
p r e c e d i n g  t h r e e  m o n t h s  t o  retain subscribers and students.Sebi prohibitive measures include not allowing 
speak/talk/display the name of any norms will be violated if any entity them to use real-time stock price data and 
security including using any code name of regulated by Sebi is indirectly using the names of the scripts they are 
the security in his/her talk/speech, video, associated with an entity engaging in talking up/down directly or indirectly by 
ticker, screen share etc indicating the the above-mentioned prohibited using code names. The regulator has 
future price, advice or recommendation activities, the circular said, adding warned of strict penalties including 
related to security/securities,” says the the restrictions will apply to cancellation of their licence for rule 

investment advice; and any entities found circular, adding these “regulations have a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  b r a n d i n g  a n d  violations. This move is expected to end 
v i o l a t i n g  t h e s e  r u l e s  r i s k  come into force wth effect from August promotional materials sourced through the illegal advisory businesses that many 
penalties/suspension/cancellation of their 29, 2024.”The following are the key third-party marketing agencies as finfluencers operate without Sebi 
Sebi licence.“It is the responsibility of the p o i n t s  i n  t h e  l a t e s t  c i r c u l a r :  well."Persons regulated by the Sebi and regis trat ion.Sebi  f i rs t  restr ic ted 
persons regulated by Sebi to ensure that Finfluencers/self-styled stock market their agents have been advised through the associations between registered and 
any person associated with them or their educators cannot use live stock prices - October 22, 2024 circular to terminate unregistered entities in an October 2024 
agent, directly or indirectly, does not they can use only data with a three-month their existing contracts, if any, with circular, and the latest circular further 
engage in any of the above-mentioned two lag; registered market entities cannot persons engaged in any of the above-tightens the rules.Under the new rules, 
prohibited activities, directly or associate with finfluencers in any way that mentioned two prohibited activities, which the Securities and Exchange Board 
indirectly,” the circular warned.involves monetary or non-monetary directly or indirectly, within three months announced in a circular last night, 

The mushrooming of so-called finfluencers compensation; investor education is from the date of issuance of that circular," finfluencers can only use stock prices with 
on a slew of social media platforms has allowed, but educators must not give Sebi said.a three-month lag, effectively preventing 

NEW DELHI: Japanese auto major Toyota is 
confident that demand for hybrid vehicles will 
remain strong in India going forward owing to 
its practicality and consumer acceptance.

“Two years back we introduced the strong hybrid 
vehicle and the customers have accepted it. 
There are still convictions that in terms of 
practicality, hybrids are going to stay here. We 
believe that demand for strong hybrids will 
remain strong in 2025 as well,” Toyota 
Kirloskar Motor & Lexus India, Deputy 
Managing Director - Sales-Service-Used Car, 
Tadashi Asazuma told this publication.

As per the last data available, sales of hybrid cars, 
including both strong and plug-in versions, 
increased by 27% from January to July 2024, 
reaching 51,897 units compared to 40,811 units 
during the same period last year. Toyota has 
multiple hybrid vehicles in India, ranging from 
Hyryder and Hycross to Camry and Vellfire.

The company said that they are operating their 
Karnataka plant in three shifts (or 24 hours) to 

meet demand and their expansion plan in 
Karnataka and Maharashtra is on track. While 
Toyota is confident about its growth prospects 
in India, Asazuma said that the current concern 
for them is the rupee depreciation. He added 
that if they experience a rise in input cost, they 
will have to pass it to end consumers.“While we 
are producing in India, there are some cars 
which we bring from Japan. This is where we 
are facing the impact,” stated Asazuma as the 
rupee experienced a consistent depreciation in 
recent months.Asazuma also informed that 
TKM would be coming up with a new mobility 
service company for their used car division. 
Toyota, at present, has three outlets for used 
cars which they expect to double this year. 
Toyota Kirloskar Motor Executive Vice 
President & Country Head Vikram Gulati said 
that the company has a multi-pathway corridor 
ranging from battery electric to hydrogen, plug-
in hybrid and flex fuels to tackle the problem of 
carbon emission. 

Demand for hybrid cars will 
remain strong in 2025’

NEW DELHI.  these pressing issues.While Union Finance 
the finance ministry and its Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on 
officials maintain that the Friday tabled the Economic 
E c o n o m i c  S u r v e y  i s  Survey for 2024-25, offering a 
prepared independently and glimpse into the state of the 
does not influence the Indian economy, a day ahead of 
Budget, it offers insights into the Union Budget presentation.

The survey, an annual document potential developments to 
prepared by the Ministry of come.

Last year, the Economic Finance under the guidance of 
Survey had forecasted a the Chief Economic Advisor, 
lower growth rate of 6.5-7%, provides a snapshot of the 

weak consumption and private below the 7.2% projected by country’s economic health for 
investment, and difficulties in the RBI. The theme of the survey was the current financial year and outlines 
employment generation amid the rise economic resilience and had set the a path for policymakers in the year 
of AI and automation—the Economic tone for the policies were proposed in ahead.With the economy facing 
Survey is expected to address some of the 2024 Union Budget.challenges—slowing GDP growth, 

India will build world-class 
AI model: IT minister
NEW DELHI. India will develop a world-class 

foundational AI model that will compete with the 
best global models, including ChatGPT and 
Deepseek R1, said Minister of electronics and 
information technology Ashwini Vaishnaw on 
Thursday.he minister while speaking to the press 
also highlighted that the government’s AI compute 
facility would be “the most affordable” in the 
world.The minister further stated that at least six 
major developers and start-ups are expected to 
build foundational models within the next 8-10 
months, with an optimistic estimate of just 4-6 
months.“Making modern technology accessible to 
everyone, that is the economic thinking of our 
PM... Ours is the most affordable compute facility, 
at this point of time,” Vaishnaw said.

The minister outlined the next steps in India’s AI 
blueprint, which includes the deployment of 
18,693 Graphics Processing Units (GPUs) by 
empanelled bidders, including companies such as 
J io  Pla t forms,  CMS Computers ,  Tata  
Communications, E2E Networks, Yotta Data 
Services, and others. Additionally, the government 
plans to establish an AI safety institution, with 8 
projects already approved under this initiative.

The government is also seeking proposals to develop 
India’s own foundational AI models tailored to the 
country’s context, languages, and culture.

These models will use datasets that are “for our 
country, by our country, and for our citizens,” with 
an emphasis on removing biases. As part of the 
IndiaAI Mission, the government had earlier 
approved an outlay of Rs 10,372 crore to 
strengthen India’s AI ecosystem, with a key focus 
on enabling 10,000 GPUs for AI compute 
infrastructure.When asked about potential impacts 
of the US’ GPU and AI chip export restrictions on 
India’s AI mission, Vaishnaw reassured that India 
is regarded as a trusted partner globally.

“India respects intellectual property rights and 
technological considerations. That’s why we have 
signed memorandums of understanding (MoUs) 
on several important technologies,” the minister 
stated.

cThe much-awaited Budget session of the parliament 
kicks in with the tabling of the Economic Survey 
report in Parliament on Friday. The economic survey 
report, an annual document prepared under the 
guidance of the CEA, is a precursor to the Budget. It 
gives a glimpse of the economic health of the country 
in the ongoing financial year, and lays down a path 
for policymakers for the next year.Even though the 
finance ministry and its bureaucrats maintain that the 
preparation of the Economic Survey report is an 
independent process and has no bearing on the 
budget presented a day later, the survey does prepare 
for things to come in the budget.With the economy 
going through tough times – GDP growth slowing 
down, consumption and private investments failing 
to take off and employment generation facing 
unprecedented challenges amid the rise of AI and 
automation – the Economic Survey is expected to 
find answers to some of those questions.“This annual 
publication (of Eco survey) is a definitive source for 
understanding the Indian economy, its challenges 
and likely solutions through the lenses of actual 
practitioners,” says Debopam Chaudhary, chief 
economist, Piramal Enterprises. He expects the 
survey to lay out a plan to create fiscal space for 
funding new capex; underline low or negative 
economic impact from freebies and make a case for 
one nation one election.Lekha Chakrabarti, an 
economist and a professor at National Institute of 
Public Policy and Finance (NIPFP), says the 
Economic Survey will focus on “economic growth 
with equity” towards a Viksit Bharat 2047.She says 
the country does not have a comprehensive 
document yet on the analytical framework and the 
road map towards Viksit Bharat 2047, and she hopes 
this Economic Survey will  present that 
comprehensive framework and the significant 
components of our ‘graduation dreams’ towards a 
developed country by 2047.

Survey may address tough 
economic questions

The company has been 

diversifying its 

manufacturing from China 

to India, largely due to 

the ongoing trade 

tensions between the U.S. 

and China.

SP Group to seal $3 billion refinancing 
deal with global funds to repay debt

NEW DELHI.  The stock market surged in the 
afternoon session on Friday, a day before Budget 
2025, with the Sensex and Nifty gaining almost 1%.

While the S&P BSE Sensex surged nearly 800 points 
to reach a day's high of 77,537.12, Nifty gained 
almost 300 points, both extending their gains for the 
4th consecutive day.The S&P BSE Sensex was up 
766.21 points to 77,526.02, while the NSE Nifty50 
climbed 275.10 points to 23,524.60 as of 1:30 
pm.Below are the reasons behind the market rally on 
Dalal Street ahead of the Union Budget 2025 
presentation:

Investor Optimism on Growth Measures
Investors are hopeful that the government will 

announce policies to support economic growth.
Expectations of tax relief, higher spending on 

infrastructure, and incentives for key industries have 
boosted market sentiment. A strong push towards 
manufacturing and job creation could further 
improve the economic outlook.Strong Performance 
of IT, Auto, and Consumer Stocks

Shares of IT, auto, and consumer durable companies 
have been among the biggest gainers.Trivesh, COO 
of Tradejini, said, "Investor optimism is driving 
market sentiment, fueled by expectations of policy 
measures that could support economic growth. 
Historically, Budget Day has been volatile, but data 
shows that Nifty has closed positively after the 
Budget in 12 out of the last 18 years since 2010. 
While initial reactions may be mixed, markets often 
recover if key measures align with expectations."

Sensex jumps 800 points: 5 
reasons why stock market is 
rising ahead of  Budget

New Delhi, Saturday, 1 February 2025 THE SIKH TIMES






