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Priyanka Gandhi demands answers from PM
Narendra Modi over falling value of rupee

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Jan 11: Congress leader

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on Saturday
slammed the union government
over the value of the rupee reach-
ing its "lowest level ever" against
the US dollar, demanding
answers from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the issue.
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra pointed
out at PM Modi's attacks on the
then UPA government a decade
earlier. The rupee declined 18
paise to breach the 86-mark
against the US dollar for the first
time on Friday. It settled at 86.04
against the US currency. "The
value of the rupee against the dol-
lar has reached its lowest level
ever. For the first time in history,
the value of one dollar has
become 86.4 rupees," Priyanka
Gandhi said in a post in Hindi on X. She said
that during Manmohan Singh's tenure,
when the value of one dollar was 58-59
rupees, Narendra Modi, who was then-

Gujarat CM, used to link the value of the
rupee with the prestige of the government.
The Congress general secretary pointed out
at PM Modi's attacks on the then UPA gov-

ernment a decade earlier, saying that he
used to say that ‘he knows everything and
the currency of any country cannot fall like
this.’ "Today he himself is the prime minis-
ter and all the records on the fall of the

rupee have been broken. He should answer
to the people of the country," she said in the
X post. The rupee declined 18 paise to
breach the 86-mark against the US dollar for

the first time on Friday as it failed to
resist pressure from a stronger
American currency and huge outflow
of foreign funds. Surging crude oil
prices overseas and negative senti-
ment in domestic equity markets also
weighed down on the Indian currency,
forex traders said, according to a PTI
report. Also, the dollar strengthened
on increased demand amid the antici-
pation of restrictive trade measures by
the new US administration after
Donald Trump takes over as president
on January 20. At the interbank for-
eign exchange, the rupee opened at
85.88, hit the intra-day peak of 85.85
before breaching the 86-mark to settle
at the lowest-ever level of 86.04

against the greenback, 18 paise lower from
its previous close. On Thursday, the rupee
gained 5 paise to settle at 85.86 against the
US dollar, recovering from the steep decline
of 17 paise in the preceding session.

Dark web, cryptocurrency, drones
continue to be challenge: Amit Shah

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, Jan. 11: Union Home Minister Amit

Shah said on Saturday that dark web, cryptocurrency,
online marketplace and drones continue to be a chal-
lenge for the country and these have to be checked by
strict measures. Chairing a regional conference on
'Drug Trafficking and National Security' here, Shah
also asserted that the country will not allow even a sin-
gle kg of drugs to be smuggled in or out of the coun-
try. He said the government has not only been suc-
cessful in eliminating many networks of drugs, but
the terrorism linked with them too was also
destroyed. He said many cases of narco-terrorism
were busted in Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Gujarat
and Uttar Pradesh and these were major achieve-
ments. "The use of dark web, cryptocurrency, online
marketplace, drones continue to be a challenge for us
even today," he said. Shah said a technical solution to
these problems have to be found through joint efforts
by the states and the central government and tech-
nocrats for the country's security and development.
He said the fight against drugs has gained a new
strength under Prime Minister Narendra Modi's lead-
ership. "In the last 10 years, there has been a seven-
fold increase in the seizure of drugs which is a major

achievement. The Modi government has given a
strong message of destroying the entire ecosystem of
drugs through strict action," he said. The home min-
ister said that in 2024, by seizing drugs worth Rs

16,914 crore, the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
and police across the country took the biggest action
against drugs, which is a significant step in making a
drug-free society. "No country can move forward on
the path of development with a young generation suf-
fering from drug addiction. It is our responsibility that

we all fight this challenge together and make all
efforts to win this battle," he said. Shah said that dur-
ing 2004-14, a total of 3.63 kg of drugs were seized
while during 2014-24, altogether 24 lakh kg of drugs
were seized - a seven-fold increase as compared to the
previous decade. He said drugs worth Rs 8,150 crore
were disposed off in 2004-14 but in 2014-24, drugs
worth Rs 54,851 crore were destroyed -? eight times
more than the previous decade. The conference,
organised by the NCB, aims to address the growing
concern of drug trafficking and its impact on national
security, with a special focus on eight states and Union
Territories of northern India. Shah also launched the
drug disposal fortnight starting from Saturday to
January 25. He said that during this period, one lakh
kg of narcotics worth Rs 8,600 crore will be
destroyed. The home minister also inaugurated the
new office complex of the NCB's Bhopal zonal unit
and extension of the MANAS-2 helpline to all 36 states
and UTs. The main focus of the conference is on the
sharing of real-time information from the National
Narcotics Helpline 'MANAS' portal with the Anti-
Narcotics Task Force (ANTF) of states and UTs, eval-
uating the progress of states in combating drug traf-
ficking, and assessing the effectiveness of the
Narcotics Coordination Mechanism (NCORD). 

Himachal committed to combat
escalating drug crisis: CM Sukhu

Navdeep Singh Sahni
Simla, Jan. 11: The NDPS cases have

risen by 340 per cent in the past
decade from 500 cases in 2012 to 2200
cases in 2023 and the Prevention of
Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (PIT-NDPS)
Act was invoked for the first time in
Himachal Pradesh, said Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu.
Virtually participating in the regional
conference on 'Drug Trafficking and
National Security' chaired by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah in New
Delhi on Saturday, he emphasised on
Himachal Pradesh's commitment to
combat the escalating drug crisis, a
statement issued here said. Asserting
that the percentage of cases involving
heroin has doubled, rising from 29 per
cent in 2020 to 50 per cent in 2024, he said
the state legislature has amended Section
37 of the NDPS Act, 1985, to close legal
loopholes that allowed habitual offenders
to secure bail. The PIT-NDPS Act was

invoked for the first time, he said. This act
enables the detention of repeat offenders
involved in drug trafficking. In June 2024,

three months preventive police detention
of an accused Puneet Mahajan in the
Kangra district was ordered under
Section 3(1) of (PIT NDPS) Act. Puneet
was accused in multiple cases under the
NDPS Act and was earlier arrested five
times in different cases. The challenges
before us are immense, but with the

unwavering support of the people, dedica-
tion of our law enforcement agencies, and
a compassionate approach to rehabilita-

tion, we can create a drug-free state,
he said. He stressed that individuals
struggling with addiction are victims
of illness and should not be crimi-
nalised. "Our approach must tran-
scend punitive measures to include
robust rehabilitation frameworks," he
said. Expressing concern over the
trend towards more addictive and
harder synthetic drugs, he stressed
the need of a comprehensive
approach to tackle drug trafficking,
particularly in inter-state border
areas, which have become hotspots
for illicit activities. He said drug traf-

ficking often overlaps with organised
crime and terror funding, posing a direct
threat to the nation's sovereignty and
security. He also outlined Himachal
Pradesh's multi-faceted strategy to
address the narcotics issue, blending law
enforcement, public health, rehabilita-
tion, and judicial reforms.

Shiv Sena (UBT) to contest Maharashtra local bodies polls solo
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

Nagpur, Jan. 11: Amid a blame game
over the Maha Vikas Aghadi's rout in the
state assembly elections, key constituent
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena (UBT)
on Saturday announced to contest local
bodies polls solo, a move raising question
mark over the opposition bloc's unity. Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut cited the
lack of opportunities for workers of
respective parties in an alliance and the
right to organisational growth as the
major considerations for contesting solo.
Two days back, the Uddhav Thackeray-
led party announced its support for
Arvind Kejriwal's AAP in the February 5
Delhi Assembly elections, in a snub to the
Congress. Reacting to Raut's announce-
ment, a Congress leader said the party's
central leadership will take a call on
whether Congress will contest solo or oth-
erwise in local body polls, the schedule of
which is yet to be declared. Sharad Pawar-
led NCP (SP) said the Sena (UBT)'s deci-
sion will impact the poll prospects of all

three constituents of the MVA coalition.
Raut said the INDIA bloc and Maha Vikas
Aghadi alliances- comprising Sena (UBT),
Congress, and NCP (SP)- were
meant for Lok Sabha and assem-
bly elections. "In an alliance,
workers of individual parties
don't get opportunities, and it
hampers organisational growth.
We will contest polls to the
Mumbai, Thane, Nagpur and
other municipal corporations,
zilla parishads and panchayats on
our strength," he told reporters.
Raut further said Uddhav
Thackeray gave the party indica-
tions that it should go alone. The
Mahayuti alliance of BJP, Shiv
Sena and NCP won 230 of the state's 288
seats in the recently held assembly polls,
shrinking MVA's tally to 46 seats, with
Sena (UBT), Congress, and NCP (SP)
each contributing 20, 16 and 10 seats,
respectively.Raut blamed Congress for
the lack of coordination in MVA. Hitting
out at Congress leader Vijay Wadettiwar

for indulging in a blame game over the
MVA's defeat in the assembly polls, Raut
said those who don't believe in consensus

and compromise have no right to be in an
alliance. He further claimed that the
INDIA bloc didn't hold a single meeting
after the Lok Sabha election results were
declared. "We were not able to appoint
even a convenor for the INDIA bloc. It
isn't good. As the largest party of the
alliance, it was the Congress's responsibil-

ity to convene a meeting," the Sena (UBT)
MP said. NCP (SP) group leader in the
legislative assembly, Jitendra Awhad, said

they can't stop Sena (UBT) if it's keen
to go alone. "If they wish to go alone,
who are we to stop them? We can't take
along anyone forcibly. We need to stay
together after the assembly poll defeat.
I don't think that's the right decision.
Poll prospects of all three MVA parties
will be impacted," he said. NCP (SP)
working president Supriya Sule said
the parties always contested local bod-
ies polls solo. "Local bodies' elections
are of the party workers. If we contest
these polls as per our convenience
what should the cadre do; only lift mat-
tresses of leaders?" she asked.

Congress MLA from Nagpur, Vikas
Thakre, said if Shiv Sena (UBT) chooses
to tread a solitary path, the Congress too
is prepared to do so. Congress senior
leader and AICC in charge of Goa,
Manikrao Thakre, however, said the
party's central leadership will decide on
local body polls.

1st anniversary celebrations of
Ram Lalla idol consecration
ceremony begin in Ayodhya

ST Correspondent
Ayodhya, Jan. 11: The first anniversary celebrations

of the Ram Lalla idol consecration ceremony in Ayodhya
started on Saturday with a large number of devotees
reaching the holy city to take part in events. Religious
and cultural programmes will commence in the Ram
Temple complex starting Saturday. The anniversary cel-
ebrations began with the recitation of Yajurveda. Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath will perform the 'abhishek' of
Ram Lalla. The grand aarti of the deity will take place
around 12.20 pm, followed by an offering of 56 dishes to
the deity. The court of Ram Lalla is decorated with flow-

ers. Anup Mishra, a local resident who has reached the
temple to witness the anniversary celebrations, said,
"We were not able to reach the Ram Janmabhoomi
when the Pran Pratistha was done in January 2024, but
this time we are fortunate enough to reach the court of
Ram Lalla on the first anniversary." Another devotee,
Sarla Maheshwari who has come from Bhopal, said,
"We reached Ayodhya two days ago to take part in the
anniversary celebrations, and felt excited that today we
will see the deity." Scheduled from January 11 to 13, the
celebrations aim to include common people, who were
unable to attend the historic ceremony last year, along-
side around 110 invited VIPs, according to the temple
trust. A German hangar tent has been installed at the
Angad Teela site, capable of hosting up to 5,000 people.
Common people will have the opportunity to witness the
grand event, which include classical cultural perform-
ances, rituals, and daily Ram Katha discourses at the
pavilion and Yagnashala. "The trust has decided to
invite common people who could not attend the initial
consecration ceremony last year. They will be allowed to
join all three days of events at Angad Teela," Champat
Rai, the general secretary of the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust had earlier said.
The trust also said that invitation letters have been dis-
tributed to guests, including the 110 VIPs, many of
whom missed the original pran pratishtha ceremony on
January 22, 2024.

Dozen illegally built
houses demolished in anti-
encroachment drive in Jammu

Srinagar, Jan. 11: A dozen illegally built houses
and four plinths were demolished in a major
encroachment drive here on Saturday, leading to
retrieval of 10 kanals of the land belonging to the
Jammu Development Authority (JDA), a senior
government official said. The successful drive was
conducted by the JDA in close coordination with the
Jammu Municipal Corporation (JMC), Jammu dis-
trict administration and police at Sidhra, Majeen and
Rangoora areas, the official said. He said the areas
with large-scale recent encroachments, including
Dingyali, Gulshan Nagar, and Asrarabad in revenue
villages Majeen and Ragoora, Sidhra, were identi-
fied for the drive. Despite issuing notices or warning
in such areas, the land mafia along with a team of
contractors with labourers continued their activities.
During the drive, 12 illegal houses and four plinths
were demolished, retrieving 10 kanals of the JDA
land on the spot, the official said, adding besides giv-
ing a strong message to all encroachers and other
builders in the area that no one will get away with
impunity. The drive was a success, not only in
removing illegal encroachments but also in raising
awareness among residents about the importance
of knowing the procedure for carrying out con-
struction on the land with clear title under owner-
ship as the government or the JDA land shall be
retrieved, he said.

Sanjay Kumar
Chennai, Jan. 11: Tamil Nadu

Governor R N Ravi was unable to digest
that the state was developing and his deci-
sion not to address the Assembly was

"childish", Chief Minister M K Stalin said
on Saturday. The state Legislative
Assembly has been witnessing strange
scenes for the last few years after Ravi
took over as Governor, he said. "The
Governor comes to the Assembly but
returns without addressing the House.
That's why I had said that his actions were
childish," Stalin told the Assembly. As per
Article 176 of the Constitution, the
Governor has to deliver his address to the

Legislative Assembly at the commence-
ment of the session. "But he appears to be
keen on violating the rules in a planned
manner," the CM said winding up the
debate on the motion of thanks to the
Governor for his address. In 2022, this
Governor delivered his address without
altering the speech. But in the following
three years, he avoided delivering his cus-
tomary address citing 'absurd' reasons,
the Chief Minister said. Singing the Tamil
anthem (Tamil Thai Valthu) before the
session starts and playing the national
anthem after the address has been the tra-
dition for long. "I think, the Governor is
unable to digest the fact that Tamil Nadu
is developing. I may be an ordinary per-
son but this Legislative Assembly came
into existence due to the feelings of crore
of people," Stalin said. This House cannot
bear to see the Governor doing some-
thing with political motives that drags the
position and responsibility he held by not
respecting the dignity of this Assembly,
not respecting the people's feelings, and
'daring' to insult the Tamil anthem. "We
should not see such things again," the
Chief Minister added. On January 6, Ravi
left the Assembly without delivering the
customary address.

Guv Ravi unable to digest TN growing,
his actions are 'childish': CM Stalin

Ranchi, Jan. 11: Former
Jharkhand chief minister Raghubar
Das on Friday rejoined the BJP here
and asserted that the party will
return to power in the state. Das had
earlier resigned from the post of
Odisha governor on December 24
last year to return to active politics
after the party's debacle in the
assembly elections, in which it failed
to dislodge the JMM-led coalition
from power in the state. Das was
given a warm welcome into the saf-
fron fold at the BJP's state headquar-
ters in the presence of the party's
state unit president Babulal Marandi,
working president Ravindra Rai,
Union minister Sanjay Seth, and hun-
dreds of supporters. Speaking on the
occasion, Das said that he was happy
to take the membership of the party
for the second time since 1980 and
he would serve the people. He had to
quit the party after assuming the
position of the Odisha governor in
2023. "In the 2024 assembly polls, all
party members, right from the state

president to booth level workers,
made their honest effort but we did
not get the desired results. We
should not be disheartened by the
results. We will come back soon,"
Das said. The party faced a major set-
back in the 2024 Jharkhand assem-
bly elections, managing to win only
21 seats, despite an all-out blitz. The
JMM-led alliance stormed to power
for the second consecutive term,
winning 56 seats in the 81-member
assembly. "People of Jharkhand have
given their mandate to the alliance
government. We respect the man-
date and hope the government will
fulfill the promises made to the peo-
ple. We will give two-three months to
them to fulfill their promises. If the
government fails to do it, we will
launch our struggle on the streets,"
he said. Das, who was the first non-
tribal chief minister of Jharkhand
from 2014-2019, was appointed the
governor of Odisha on October 18,
2023 after the party's defeat in the
2019 assembly polls in the state.

Raghubar Das rejoins BJP,
vows victory in Jharkhand
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this case was unanimous and NEW YORK. A judge sentenced 
decisive and it must be respected," D o n a l d  T r u m p  t o  a n  
he said.The trial saw Trump forced unconditional discharge Friday 
to look on as a string of witnesses for covering up hush money 
testified that he had fraudulently payments to a porn star despite 
covered up illicit payments to porn the US president-elect's last-ditch 
star Stormy Daniels in an effort to efforts to avoid becoming the first 
stop her disclosing their tryst ahead felon in the White House.The 
of the 2016 presidential election, judge spared Trump prison or a 
which he ultimately won.Trump fine even though the 34 counts of 
had sought a suspension of the falsifying business records on 
criminal proceedings after a New which he was convicted in May 
York State appeals court dismissed 2024 carried potential jail time. legal wrangling and vitriolic personal 

a t t a c k s  b y  t h e  d i v i s i v e  Instead New York judge Juan Merchan his effort to have the hearing 
Republican."This has been a very handed down the mildest criminal delayed.But the Supreme Court ruled 
terrible experience. I think it's been a sanction available, an unconditional t h a t  t h e  s e n t e n c i n g  c o u l d  
tremendous setback for New York and discharge -- a relatively uncommon proceed.Prosecutors opposed the effort 
the New York court system," Trump measure."Never before has this court to stave off sentencing, 10 days before 
said before the discharge was passed.been presented with such a unique and Trump is due to be sworn in for a second 

remarkable set of circumstances," said term, arguing it was wrong for the apex "It was done to damage my reputation, so 
Merchan. court to hear the case when the mogul I would lose the election."The former 

still had avenues of appeal to pursue in president appeared on screens in the "The only lawful sentence that permits 
New York.courtroom with two large US flags entry of a judgment of conviction 

without encroaching on the highest First presidential convictionbehind him, wearing a red tie with white 
stripes and looking on impatiently as An unconditional discharge is a measure office of the land is an unconditional 
the brief proceeding unfolded. without any sanctions or restriction that discharge."Trump attended his 

nonetheless upholds the jury's guilty sentencing virtually, with the judge, Ahead of the sentencing, prosecutor 
verdict -- and Trump's infamy as the lawyers and media packed into the Joshua Steinglass said Trump had been 
first former president to be convicted of scruffy Manhattan courtroom that was convicted of a "premeditated and 
a felony.the backdrop to the trial's high drama, continuous deception.""The verdict in 

NEWS BOX

Malaysian Doctors Fined Rs 11 Crore After One 
Left For Drinks, Leading To Woman's Death

Hush money case: US judge sentences President-
elect Donald Trump, declines to impose jail term

admitted. transgender rights had become politicised.World. Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
By Friday, Meta had ended major diversity, Looser restrictions on speech in Meta’s apps has made sweeping changes to the 

equity, and inclusion (DEI) programmes would allow societal debate, Schultz wrote, company’s policies in recent days. 
and removed transgender and non-binary citing Roe v Wade, the landmark abortion Among the reported shifts was the 
themes from its Messenger app, according rights law overturned by the US Supreme removal of tampons from men’s 
to employees.The policy overhaul also Court, as an example of issues being bathrooms in the tech titan’s offices, 
loosened rules to allow posts containing politicised instead of fostering public according to The New York Times 
statements of hatred against certain races, discourse.(NYT).

In an interview with popular podcast host Joe religions, or sexual orientations, as well as Facilities managers across Meta’s 
Rogan, Zuckerberg denied that the changes claims about mental illness based on Silicon Valley, Texas, and New York 
were made to appease the incoming Trump gender or sexual orientation.offices were instructed to remove 

According to the NYT report, the changes administration but admitted that the tampons and sanitary pads, which had 
have sparked internal discord. On election influenced his thinking."We got to been provided for non-binary and 
W o r k p l a c e ,  M e t a ’ s  i n t e r n a l  this point where there were these things that transgender employees who might 
communication platform, employees in you couldn’t say that were just mainstream require them, two employees told 
the @Pride group, which supports discourse," the Meta boss said.NYT. week, Zuckerberg announced the company 

The changes have been met with approval LGBTQ+ issues, voiced concerns. At least The move is seen as part of a broader effort by would end its fact-checking practices and 
from President-elect Donald Trump and one employee announced their resignation, Meta to reshape its internal and external lift restrictions on speech across its 
conservatives, censure from President Joe and others indicated plans to leave.Alex policies to align with the new political platforms, including Facebook and 
Biden, and concerns from LGBTQ+ Schultz, Meta’s chief marketing officer, regime's values, a process described in the I n s t a g r a m ,  t o  " r e s t o r e  f r e e  
advocacy groups about increased reportedly defended the moves in a post to NYT article ‘Mark Zuckerberg’s sprint to expression"."Our content moderation 
harassment online and offline.the @Pride group, saying that issues like remake Meta for the Trump era’.Earlier this practices have gone too far," Zuckerberg 

stop it by using cotton. The patient World. Two doctors in Malaysia have 
was later transferred to Hospital been ordered to pay 6 million ringgit 
Tengku Ampuan Rahimah Klang (Rs 11.42 crore) to the family of a 
(HTAR) in critical condition," read woman who bled to her death after one 
the verdict.of them left the hospital to grab a 

Justice Othman added that the "tragic drink, according to a report in South 
incident could have been prevented" China Morning Post (SCMP). The 
if the two doctors had acted swiftly by High Court in Klang ruled that the two 
"transferring her to HTAR and closely doctors, identified as Muniandi 
m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  Shanmugam and Akambaram Ravi, as 
condition"."Instead of leaving her in well as three nurses on duty were 
the care of nurses while Dr Ravi went responsible for the death of Punitha Othman said the two specialist doctors 

out for a drink. This level of neglect is Mohan, who was admitted to the Shan had failed to ensure that Ms Mohan was 
unforgivable as it contributed to the Clinic and Birth Centre in Klang, out of danger as she began to 
death of a healthy mother," the judge Selangor, in 2019, shortly after experience severe bleeding after her 
said.delivering her second baby.Of the Rs placenta was removed. Justice Othman 

The judge pointed out that the two 11 crore in damages, Rs 95 lakh was for added that although the nurses were not 
doctors failed to consider common the dead woman's pain and suffering, qualified by the health ministry, they 
complications associated with Rs 1.9 crore for each of her two were tasked with monitoring the 
childbirth, such as eclampsia and children, and Rs 57 lakh for each of her patient's condition."The deceased's 
placenta-related issues leading to post-parents. mother found that her daughter was 
partum haemorrhage (PPH).Delivering the verdict, Justice Norliza bleeding heavily, and the nurses tried to 

"We Need Answers": Los Angeles Residents 
Ask Cause Behind Raging Wildfires

Police Department chief Jim McDonnell and Malibu, firefighters said they were L o s  A n g e l e s ,  U n i t e d  St a t e s .  
said.Violators face up to six months in starting to get the fire under control, with Californians on Friday demanded to 
prison or $1,000 fines, he said. eight percent of its perimeter contained.know who is at fault for the vast 

devastation caused by the raging Los The National Guard has been deployed to "Braveheart" actor Mel Gibson was the 
Angeles wildfires, as a strict curfew bolster law enforcement. latest celebrity to reveal his Malibu home 
went into force to prevent looting and had burned down, telling NewsNation the 'Devastating'
lawlessness. At least 11 people died as loss was "devastating."Meanwhile the Five separate fires have so far burned more 
flames ripped through neighborhoods Eaton fire in the Altadena area was three than 37,000 acres (15,000 hectares), 
and razed thousands of homes in a percent contained, with fire chief Jason destroying around 10,000 buildings, 

Nicole Perri, whose home in the upscale disaster that US President Joe Biden Schillinger reporting "significant California's fire agency reported. 
Pacific Palisades burnt down, told AFP likened to a "war scene."While Angelenos progress" in quelling the blaze.A third fire The Los Angeles County medical 
that officials "completely let us down."grapple with the heart-rending ruin, anger that exploded Thursday afternoon near examiner's office confirmed an additional 

"They let us, the ordinary people, burn," has risen over officials' preparedness and the wealthy Hidden Hills enclave, home fatality on Friday, bringing the overall 
added Nicholas Norman, across the city in response, particularly for a series of false to celebrities like Kim Kardashian, was 50 death count so far to 11."It reminded me of 
Altadena.Meanwhile, as fears of looting evacuation alarms and after hydrants ran percent surrounded.But emergency chiefs more of a war scene, where you had 
grow, a sunset-to-sunrise curfew took dry as firefighters battled the initial warned the situation is "still very certain targets that were bombarded," said 
effect in evacuated areas.blazes.Governor Gavin Newsom on dangerous" and reprieve from the intense Biden, as he received a briefing on the 

Around two dozen arrests have already been Friday ordered a "full independent gusts that spread embers will not last."The fires at the White House. 
made across Los Angeles, where some review" of the city's utilities, describing winds have died down today, but... are Winds calmed Friday, providing a much-
residents have organized street patrols the lack of water supplies during the initial going to increase again in the coming needed if fleeting window of opportunity 
and kept armed watch over their own fires as "deeply troubling." d a y s , "  s a i d  D e a n n e  C r i s w e l l ,  for firefighters battling blazes around the 
houses."If we see you in these areas, you administrator of the Federal Emergency "We need answers to how that happened," clock for a fourth consecutive day.At the 
will be subject to arrest," Los Angeles Management Agency (FEMA).he wrote in an open letter.Residents like biggest of the blazes, in Pacific Palisades 

Joe Biden Was Asked If  He 
"Regrets" Not Running For Re-

Election? He Says...
Washington. Outgoing US President Joe Biden on 

Friday said that he would have defeated Republican 
Donald Trump in the 2024 US presidential elections, 
but he decided to withdraw from the race mid-way for 
the sake of the unity of his Democratic Party.During a 
press conference at the White House, he was asked by 
a journalist, "Mr President, do you regret your decision 
to not run for re-election? Do you think that that made 
it easier for your predecessor to now become your 
successor?"."I don't think so. I think I would have 
beaten Trump, could have beaten Trump and I think 
that Kamala (Harris) could have beaten Trump, would 
have beaten Trump," Mr Biden responded.

"It wasn't about - I thought it was important to unify the 
party and when the party was worried about whether or 
not I was going to be able to move even though I 

thought I could win again, I thought it was better to 
unify the party," he added.He also said it was the 
"greatest honour" of his life to be the US president.

"But I didn't want to be the one who caused a party that 
wasn't unified to lose an election. And that's why I 
stepped aside. But I was confident she could win," he 
said.The 82-year-old leader withdrew from the US 
Presidential race against Donald Trump after his 
disastrous performance at the presidential debate in 
June.Following a lot of criticism from his own party 
leaders, Mr Biden decided to withdraw from the race 
mid-way and endorsed his running mate Vice 
President Kamala Harris to be the Democratic Party's 
presidential candidate.

Ms Harris, however, lost to Mr Trump and the November 
5 elections resulted in a clean sweep for the 
Republican Party, which not only recaptured the White 
House, maintained its majority in the House of 
Representatives but also got a majority in the Senate.

'Kamala Harris Competent To Run Again In Four Years'
Joe Biden said Kamala Harris is "competent" to run for 

the presidency again in four years, adding that the 
decision on this would finally be on her.“I think that's a 
decision she might think she's competent to run again 
in four years. That'll be a decision for her to make,” he 
told reporters.Mr Biden made history in 2020 by 
appointing Ms Harris as the first ever Indian 
American, African American and woman as the Vice 
President of the US.

World. Former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
has been held in contempt of court for the second 
time in a week after continuing to spread false claims 
about two Georgia election workers, Wandrea 
“Shaye” Moss and her mother, Ruby Freeman. The 
pair previously won a $148 million defamation case 
against him.US District Judge Beryl Howell in 
Washington, DC, ruled on Friday that Giuliani had 
violated orders prohibiting him from making 
defamatory remarks about Moss and Freeman. The 
judge ordered Giuliani to review trial evidence from 
the case and warned that he could face jail if he 
continued to flout the court’s instructions.

The lawsuit stems from Giuliani’s claims that Moss 
and Freeman engaged in election fraud during the 
2020 presidential election. These accusations led to 
severe harassment and threats against the two 
women. “Mr Giuliani began lying about the plaintiffs 
in December 2020 and refused to stop, even after 
being repeatedly told his claims were baseless, 
malicious, and dangerous,” said their lawyers, 
reported by Associated Press (AP).

During the hearing, Giuliani laughed and shrugged off 
the judge’s remarks. Judge Howell, who was 
appointed by President Barack Obama, described his 
actions as “outrageous and shameful.” She added, 
“This takes real chutzpah, Mr Giuliani.”

Before the hearing, Giuliani criticised Judge Howell in 
a social media post, calling her “bloodthirsty” and 
biased. After the court session, he referred to the 
proceedings as a “farce” and called the judge 
“completely prejudiced”, AP reported. 

Although the judge did not impose an immediate fine, 
she warned Giuliani he would face daily fines of 
$200 if he failed to confirm compliance within 10 
days.This ruling follows a December 2023 jury 
decision, awarding Moss and Freeman $75 million in 
punitive damages and an additional $73 million in 
other damages. The pair testified that Giuliani’s false 
claims caused them to live in fear, with Moss saying 
she rarely leaves her home and suffers from panic 
attacks.Giuliani’s legal troubles continue to mount. 
Earlier this week, another judge in New York held 
him in contempt for failing to provide evidence in a 
separate case involving his Palm Beach property. He 
is also facing criminal charges in Georgia and 
Arizona related to efforts to overturn the 2020 
election results.

Biden backs Kamala Harris 
for next presidential polls: 
Competent to run again

World. The India-US relationship as it stands today is a 
significant development of the Biden Administration, 
the outgoing National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan 
said on Friday, acknowledging there were bumps on 
the road like the alleged assassination plot of an 
American citizen by an Indian government official.

“I think the US-India relationship and where it stands 
today is a significant achievement of this 
administration. The US, Japan, Philippines, trilateral. 
The overall health and integration of the relationships 
among our allies and partners in the (Indo-Pacific) 
region. … and that is what we are passing on to the 
next team,” Sullivan told reporters during a round 
table in the Roosevelt Room of the White 
House.Sullivan, who returned from New Delhi early 
this week during which he met Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar, and NSA Ajit K Doval, denied any role for 
the US in a regime change in Bangladesh and hoped 
the issue of accountability concerning alleged Pannun 
murder case would continue during the next 
administration.

“We had to manage the aftermath of the fact that there 
was this effort to assassinate an American citizen. We 
have worked through that. We are continuing to work 
through that, and we’ve done that in a way that I think 
shows the maturity and depth of our bilateral 
relationship, while also standing up for our principles 
and our values,” Sullivan said in response to a 
question.

WASHINGTON.Vice President Kamala Harris is 
competent to run for presidency again in four years, 
outgoing US President Joe Biden said Friday, 
noting that the decision on this would finally be on 
her.

“I think that’s a decision she might think she’s 
competent to run again in four years. That’ll be a 
decision for her to make,” Biden told reporters at a 
news conference here.Biden made history in 2020 
by appointing Harris as the first ever Indian 

American, African American and woman as the 
Vice President of the country.In the summer of 
2024, after a disastrous presidential debate with 
Donald Trump in Atlanta, Biden withdrew from the 
race and went ahead to endorse Harris for 
presidency. Harris soon became the Democratic 
Party’s presidential nominee.However, Harris lost 
to Trump in the November 5th presidential 
election. Harris has not announced her future plans 
yet.

Rudy Giuliani held in 
contempt of  court over 
2020 Georgia election lies

India-US relationship where it 
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achievement of  Biden 
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eligibility dilutes the academic integrity of university The University Grants Commission (UGC) Draft 
leadership. While the draft abolishes the outdated Regulations 2025, released on Monday for 
quantitative Academic Performance Indicator (API) public feedback, herald significant changes in 
system, replacing it with qualitative assessments, the higher education. While touted as reforms 
implementation remains opaque. Criteria such as aligned with the National Education Policy 
innovation, societal contributions and digital content (NEP) 2020, several provisions appear to dilute 
creation are commendable but lack clear evaluation academic standards and invite undue 
mechanisms, opening the door for favouritism.politicisation into university administration. 

Most troubling is the removal of restrictions on It is argued that these changes will foster flexibility and 

contract teaching appointments. Under the inclusivity, yet the draft’s rushed timeline for feedback 

previous guidelines, such appointments were — 30 days — raises concerns about genuine 

capped at 10 per cent of an institution’s total stakeholder engagement. Such sweeping reforms 

faculty. The removal of this cap risks turning demand careful deliberation to safeguard academia 

critical academic positions into temporary, cost- from being reduced to a political battleground or a 
committees, the draft centralises power in a manner that cutting measures that prioritise convenience over quality. marketplace for short-term contracts. India’s higher 
could compromise university autonomy. Moreover, Contract positions, while expedient, undermine long- education institutions are pillars of intellectual and 
opening VC positions to industry experts and public term institutional stability and the career prospects of the cultural progress. The UGC must ensure that reforms 
sector professionals, while potentially bringing fresh faculty.Equally contentious is the restructuring of vice- strengthen, rather than erode, their academic foundations. 
perspectives, risks sidelining academics who understand chancellor (VC) appointments. By granting chancellors Anything less risks undermining the very purpose of 
the nuances of higher education. This redefinition of — often state governors — the authority to appoint search education.

Why China has 
made new units 

in Aksai Chin

Women defence officers are not cosmetic appendages

through biological mechanisms as it breaks down in harm through warning labels on alcohol bottles. This surreptitious advertising through social media and The new year has begun with a new health warning. 
the body. Therefore, any beverage containing alcohol is among the measures Murthy has suggested for the digital platforms is posing new challenges.Like in America’s Surgeon General Vivek Murthy has 
(be it beer, wine or whiskey) poses a health risk. In its US and what some European countries are planning the case o warnings on tobacco labels, industry and released an advisory, pointing to a direct link 
statement, the WHO pointed out that the risk to do. Murthy has also called for a reassessment of pro-industry groups argue that health warning labels between alcohol consumption and increased cancer 
increases substantially with the amount of alcohol the guideline limits for alcohol consumption to are of little use in reducing consumption. But risk. Alcohol consumption is the third leading 
going up.This evidence busts the myth that some account for cancer risk. available evidence — as reported in a recent review preventable cause of cancer in the US. Alcohol, the 
alcoholic drinks, particularly red wine, are published in The Lancet — points out that warning advisory says, increases risk for at least seven types 
beneficial for health if consumed in moderation. For labels on alcohol products are useful in many ways. of cancer (breast, colorectum, esophagus, liver, oral 
decades, the alcohol industry has propped up They can enhance awareness of alcohol-related cavity, throat and voice box), regardless of the type of 
cardiologists to promote the idea that wine in harms, contribute to the denormalisation of alcohol alcohol consumed. As much as 16.4 per cent of the 
moderation is good for the heart’s health without use and help people make informed decisions, breast cancer cases in the US are attributable to 
any credible scientific study to back such claims.On thereby promoting public health. The effectiveness alcohol consumption. For certain cancers, such as 
the other hand, data from the WHO’s European of health labels depends on their design and content. breast, mouth and throat, the advisory warns that “the 
Region shows that half of all alcohol-attributable At present, there is no standardisation of health risk of developing cancer may start to increase 
cancers are caused by what is generally considered warning labels and the content is very general, which around one or fewer drinks per day”. Even small 
‘light’ and ‘moderate’ consumption like a bottle of may not help people make informed decisions.India amounts of alcohol can contribute to chronic 
wine or two bottles of beer per week. As per the has implemented regulations on warning labels on conditions like liver cirrhosis. An individual's risk of 
WHO, there are no studies that demonstrate alcohol products for about five years now. We are yet developing cancer due to alcohol consumption, 
beneficial effects of light and moderate drinking on to know how effective this exercise has been. We however, depends on several biological, The warning labels under consideration by various 
heart disease or diabetes or studies that outweigh the need continuous research on the design and content environmental and social factors.The advisory countries are of many types — with messages against 
cancer risk associated with such levels of of warning messages, and consumer feedback on the follows the 2023 statement of the World Health general harm to health, harms of excessive use and 
consumption. Carina Ferreira-Borges, an expert on same. Unlike tobacco products, where health Organisation (WHO) on the risks and harms abuse and those for specific groups (underage 
alcohol and illicit drugs at the WHO, has said, “The warnings occupy a good part of the packaging and associated with drinking alcohol, based on a people, pregnant women, etc.). For instance, the 
only thing that we can say for sure is that the more are more graphic, warnings on liquor bottles occupy systematic evaluation of scientific evidence. Alcohol warning Ireland plans to introduce in 2026 says, 
you drink, the more harmful it is. In other words, the tiny space and are vague. Along with health is responsible for a substantial disease burden “Drinking alcohol causes liver cancer”. In 2019, 
less you drink, the safer it is.”When there is scientific warnings, additional measures like regulation of directly, and accounts for a sizeable number of India mandated more generic warnings that say 
evidence about the ill effects of a commonly alcohol sale on highways, curbing sale to underage alcohol-related road accidents. The WHO statement “Consumption of alcohol is injurious to health” for 
produced and consumed commodity that also yields consumers and drunken driving need to be published in The Lancet Public Health concluded, hard liquor and “Be safe, don’t drink and drive” for 
substantial revenue for governments, what are the implemented more stringently.It is critical to guard “When it comes to alcohol consumption, there is no low-alcohol beverages.Apart from warning labels, 
available options to reduce the harm? The WHO’s against industry lobbies that are constantly trying to safe amount that does not affect health.” restrictions on alcohol marketing are in place in 
statement on alcohol distils available scientific stall health-related and other regulations in India. We Back in the 1980s, the International Agency for India. Alcohol advertising is banned in newspapers, 
evidence and also presents policy options available need more champions of public health like Murthy to Research on Cancer classified alcohol as a ‘Group 1 radio and television, though surrogate advertising 
to governments. It is for the governments to act. One reduce the healthcare burden due to alcohol. carcinogen’. This is the highest-risk category of continues in many ways, taking advantage of 
of the most obvious options to reduce alcohol Remember, the first warning on tobacco’s link with cancer-causing substances that includes tobacco, loopholes in advertising regulations. In recent years, 
consumption is to make people aware of the potential cancer, too, came from a Surgeon General in 1964.radiation and asbestos. Ethanol causes cancer 
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China has just announced the creation of two new 
counties in Xinjiang: He'an and Hekang. These 
counties will cover the entire Aksai Chin plateau, 
including the 38,000 square km area claimed by 
India. Hongliu (Dahongliutan) is being announced 
as the capital of He'an and Xeyidula (Shahidullah) 
of Hekang.On December 27, 2024, Xinhua 
reported that the decision to create two new 
counties out of Hotan (Khotan) and Pishan 
counties had been approved by the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of China and 
the State Council. The move comes after the 
Indian and Chinese troops completed the 
disengagement process along the LAC on October 
28, 2024.The reason for Khotan's division is not 
clear. Gaustana or Godaniya, which translates to 
'land of the cows' in Sanskrit, is Hotan’s original 
name. It was called Ling-yul by the Ladakhis and 
Yu-ten by the Chinese.Before the Chinese arrived 
here in the ninth and tenth centuries, Khotan was 
an important point on the Silk Road, with a 
flourishing Indian culture. It was the centre of the 
ancient Buddhist Saka Kingdom. Khotan was 
ruled by Mirza Abu Bakr Dughlat before Gazi 
Sultan Syed Khan established the Yarkand 
Khanate in 1510.Khotan became a county in 1913 
after the collapse of the Qing Empire. In 1919, the 
Karakax/Moyu county was separated from 
Khotan. In 1933, Muhammad Amin Bughra, a 
local Amir, declared Khotan an Emirate. The 
People's Liberation Army entered Hotan on 
December 22, 1949. In 2013, a Muslim uprising in 
Hanerik resulted in the death of hundreds of 
people.The greater part of Aksai Chin, which 
includes the picturesque Aksai Chin Lake or 
Amtogor Tso, will be included in the new He'an 
county, with Hongliu as its capital. Southeast of 
the Lingzi-Thang plains is Surigh Yilganing Kol, 
also called Salikyaili Genzhi Tso, from where 
Indian nomads collected salt until the 1950s to 
trade with other areas.India's claims line 
encompasses the strategically crucial Tianshuihai, 
which is also called by Ladakhis as the Thalda 
Basin or Mapothang. Tianshuihai is situated east 
of the Lakh-Zang range and northwest of the Aksai 
Chin Lake, which separates the Aksai Chin plateau 
from the Lingzi-Thang plains in the south and the 
Kunlun plains in the north.The 1962 clash 
between India and China took place in these 
locations. Tianshuihai and Tianwendian are major 
military sites in the PLA area, which is traversed 
by China’s G315 and G219 highways.

The LAC is situated near Hongliu town, which is 
also called Dahongliutan. The place was earlier a 
barren stop for trucks travelling on the G219 
highway. The area has become a hot spot for rare 
metal mining due to the abundant resources of 
lithium, rubidium, beryllium, tantalum and 
niobium. The Chinese have been developing 
infrastructure to make use of the abundant 
pegmatite resource in Dahongliutan, which is 
believed to have more than 2 million tonnes of 
lithium. It's possible that Hongliu's new 
administrative town is being constructed to 
promote mining. There are almost no villages in 
the region.It is inevitable that Aksai Chin, which is 
uninhabited, will eventually be subjected to a 
colonising mission. With large-scale investments 
by China in infrastructure and mining, Han 
migrants could enter the area claimed by India. 
China is possibly aiming to turn this deserted and 
prone-to-war frontier area into an economic 
outpost by connecting it to the global network as 
part of the Belt and Road Initiative.

It appears that the Hekang county, with Xeyidula 
(Shahidullah) as its capital, is being created from 
the current Pishan/Guma county. From here, the 
Karakash (Black Jade) river flows north into 
Khotan and becomes closer to Karakoram. 
Shahidulla in the Karakash Valley was a vital point 
of entry and location for the British, Russian, 
Chinese and Kashmiri empires during the Great 
Game.The Hindu Tash region in the Kunlun range 
was the extent of India's dominance at that time. 
Sumgal (meaning "three fords" in Ladakhi), which 
used to be the main route between Karakash and 
Khotan, is located between the Hindu-Tash 
mountain and the Aksai Chin plains.

fights about? They began with something as basic as stay its operation. The government dug in its heels When the annals are compiled of how women entered 
a permanent commission. A government notification for nine years, till February 2019, when it granted the forbidding portals of the Indian armed forces, at 
of January 30, 1992 first made women eligible to PC to SSC women officers in eight branches, with first hesitantly, then with more confidence when 
become officers in some cadres, like the Army Postal the caveat that they will be employed only in "staff they found that the judiciary was prepared to call the 
Service, the Judge Advocate General's Department appointments".system's bluff, the names of a handful of courageous 
(JAG), the Army Education Corps (AEC) and some women will be right up there. Smartly dressed Another obstacle still lurked around the corner.
branches of the Army Ordnance and Army Service women leading parades at Rajpath, flying aircraft or The SC found that the government's proposal to grant 
Corps. A year later, they began to be inducted into serving in militancy-infested areas are seen as PC to women officers envisaged only those who had 
the Signals and Intelligence Corps as well as the India's pride. They are frequently brought out on been in service for less than 14 years. Was it the 
Corps of Engineers, the Electrical and Mechanical display during ceremonial occasions as evidence women's fault that they had finished serving for 14 
Engineering and the Regiment of Artillery.that women do have an equal opportunity of years and had to go home, while the government 

employment as enshrined under the Constitution. They were initially commissioned for five years and resisted implementing the Delhi High Court's 2010 
later, their service was extended to 14 years under Few, however, know of the odds they have battled to order to grant them PC? The SC again cracked the 
the Women Special Entry Scheme, a Short Service reach there.  They have bat t led gender whip and said that it was the Union government’s 

discrimination, patriarchy, prejudice, stereotypes failure to comply with the high court 
and humiliation only because, as an honourable order, which had not been stayed by the 
judge notes, "they were women." SC.  This  forced the reluctant  

government to give PC to all women The recent controversy over a leaked letter by a 
who had been employed as SSC officers Corps Commander to his superior officer, the 
and also opened the doors for them to Eastern Army Commander, that contained adverse 
assume command assignments.comments about the performance of eight women 

commanding officers under him give us a rude But, hold on to the slow claps.
insight into what the Army's top brass really thinks Around the same time, 17 SSC women 
about having women working alongside them in officers of the Navy were also fighting it 
command and other assignments. The worthy out for PC. One of the objections of the 
general did not feel the need to do a similar government before the courts was that as 
evaluation of the 40-odd male commanding officers are required to serve on ships, it 
officers in his command.Be that as it may, the could not permit women to get PC Commission (SSC) scheme. There is an SSC 
women corps will probably dismiss the general's because "there is an absence of toilet facilities for scheme for male officers, too, and some of them get 
slights with a wry smile because it is just one among women" on board Naval ships!permanent commission (PC), depending on their 
the many hurdles they have overcome.The trajectory Now that gender parity has been achieved, the real performance.In 2003, an advocate, Babita Puniya, 
of women's participation in the armed forces has battle for women officers is to be prepared for through a public interest litigation (PIL) in the Delhi 
been charted in an anthology, appropriately titled 'In gender-neutral norms, where they will be called on High Court, demanded that women appointed as 
Her Defence'. It tells the story through essays and to deliver equal performance in all aspects of SSC officers should be considered for PC, like their 
commentaries by jurists and academics. Edited by military service.For all these years, women officers male colleagues. During the PIL’s pendency, the 
military lawyer Navdeep Singh and Shivani have largely been seen as cosmetic appendages, government announced PC prospectively to women 
Dasmahapatra, it also busts several myths or 'urban handled with kid gloves and kept away from hard officers in only the JAG and AEC. Those 
legends', as advocates like to call the falsehoods that tasks, contributing to much angst among the male commissioned earlier were excluded. Two serving 
have grown around the issue.Chief among the colleagues. Lt Col Anila Khatri pointed out recently officers, Major Leena Gaurav and Major Sandhya 
falsehoods is that women have been clamouring for how she was feted for doing 89 para jumps while Yadav, joined the battle. The landscape of gender 
entry into frontline combat arms like the infantry or male officers with more than 3,000 jumps found no equality within the armed forces was about to 
the armoured corps — areas that are barred for them mention.If viewed objectively, beyond the prism of change.In a landmark judgement, on March 12, 
as a matter of policy. women's rights, Lt Gen Rajeev Puri — whose letter 2010, the Delhi High Court, while upholding the 

They have never done so. In fact, even the Supreme created the controversy — was pointing out just that. women's contention, held that if women officers 
Court, which has pushed for gender parity in the He has recommended that there should be a policy were deprived of PC while male officers were 
armed forces, has desisted from interfering in the on gender neutrality that covers postings and granted the opportunity for the same, it would be a 
government's decision to keep women away from selections. "Gender neutrality lays emphasis on violation of the principle of equality protected by the 
combat arms because "it was "conscious of the equality in dealing and progression irrespective of Constitution. The judgement was challenged before 
limitations of security and policy."So, what were the gender," he said in his letter.the SC by the Central government, but the SC did not 

Now the real battle for women officers is to be prepared for gender-neutral norms, where they will be called on to deliver equal performance in all aspects of military service

Politicising Vcs

Editorial

It’s critical to guard against industry lobbies that try to stall health-related regulations

Alcohol intake entwined with cancer risk

New Delhi, Sunday, 12 January 2025 THE SIKH TIMES









BUSINESS 10

In the midcap segment, 
Hudco, IDBI Bank, Tata 
Elxsi, Paytm, and Oberoi 
Realty each declined 
over 5%. In small-caps, 
Aegis Logistics, Five-
Star Business, IFCI, 
Ircon, Navin Fluorine, 
and others lost ground.

property.“Cognizant encourages NEW DELHI. IT giant Infosys has 
competition, but competitors cannot filed a counterclaim against 
use Cognizant’s IP to unfairly compete, Cognizant in a Texas federal court, 
as Infosys has done,” the company said alleging anti-competitive practices 
in a statement. Infosys declined to and targeted poaching of its key 
comment when approached by news executives, reported news agency 
agency Reuters.The dispute escalated Reuters.The Bengaluru-based firm 
with TriZetto’s claim that Infosys had accused its US-based rival of 
repackaged its proprietary data into an contractually restricting clients from 
Infosys product under the guise of “Test awarding IT services to competitors In its counterclaim, Infosys accused 
Cases for Facets.” Infosys countered by and withholding software training, Cognizant of deliberately recruiting its 
arguing that Cognizant’s anti-which Infosys claims hindered its senior executives, including S Ravi 
competit ive actions,  including ability to compete.The lawsuit comes Kumar, who was appointed CEO of 
restrictive contract clauses, were after Cognizant's subsidiary TriZetto Cognizant in 2023. Infosys claims this 
impeding fair competition in the IT sued Infosys in August last year, slowed the development of its 
services sector.The case, filed in the US accusing the Indian IT giant of competing software, Infosys Helix.
District Court for the Northern District misappropriating trade secrets related The counterclaim seeks three times the 
of Texas, has drawn attention due to its to its healthcare insurance software. damages incurred, along with attorney 

TriZetto’s Facets and QNXT platforms, potential  implications for the fees, though the total amount has not 
widely used by healthcare insurers to competitive landscape of the global IT been disclosed.
automate administrative tasks, were Responding to the allegations, Cognizant industry. With both companies 
central to the initial legal dispute. stated it would take firm action, accusing each other of misconduct, the 

WHY HAS INFOSYS FILED mainta in ing  tha t  Infosys  had legal battle is expected to intensify as it 
COUNTER LAWSUIT? improperly used its intellectual unfolds.

Low-base effect lifts industrial 
production to seven-month high

crore from Rs 437 lakh crore in trajectory as rupee scaling new lows 
the  prev ious  sess ion ,  a  due to strengthening dollar has 
significant loss of Rs 6 lakh fur ther  dampened investors’ 
crore in a single trading session. sentiment. Amid concerns of 

While benchmark indices BSE subdued economic growth and 
Sensex and NSE Nifty managed expectations of a slowdown in the 
to end Friday with minor losses, quarterly earnings, investors cut their 
supported by a more than 5% bet on banking and mid & small-cap 
surge in index heavyweight stocks,” said Prashanth Tapse, Senior 
TCS, broader indices like the VP (Research), Mehta Equities.
Nifty Midcap 100 and Nifty Tapse added that with expensive 
Smallcap 100 tumbled up to valuations of Indian markets at large 
2.60%. still a concern, investors would 

declined by 5% and 6%, respectively, In the midcap segment, major mostly resort to stock-specific 
reflecting a challenging period for these decliners included Hudco, IDBI Bank, activities. The selling pressure was so 
segments. The earnings of these entities Tata Elxsi, Paytm, and Oberoi Realty, intense that 264 stocks, including blue 
are unable to match their premium each shedding over 5%. In the smallcap chips such as Tata Steel, Coal India and NEW DELHI. Investors saw their wealth 
valuation. The Sensex closed 241 pack, losers were Aegis Logistics, Five- Hero MotoCorp hit their 52-week lows eroding by Rs 6 lakh crore on Friday as 
points, or 0.31%, lower at 77,378.91, Star Business, IFCI, Ircon International, during intraday trade. Of the 4,078 selling pressure brought down the 
while the NSE Nifty50 ended the Navin Fluorine, Piramal Pharma, traded stocks, 3,239 closed down on domestic equity markets, with smallcap 
session at 23,431.50, down 95 points, or RailTel, and Zee Entertainment. Friday. Except for IT, all other sectors and midcap stocks bearing the brunt. 
0.40%.Year-to-date in CY25, the Nifty Midcap faced selling pressure, with pharma, Market capitalisation of BSE-listed 

“Markets continued its downward 100 and Smallcap 100 indices have banking, and realty leading the declines.companies dropped to Rs 431.16 lakh 

Investors lose Rs 6 lakh crore as 
midcap, smallcap stocks plunge

Union Budget 2025: High hopes as dark clouds loom over economy
lakh.” infections have raised fresh alarms. NEW DELHI. Finance Minister Nirmala 

The healthcare sector is calling for Sitharaman is set to present the Union R E A L E S TAT E  AWA I T S  
increased investments and policies Budget on February 1. While a slowdown RELIEF

The real estate sector, grappling to address systemic gaps.Dr Pravin in the ongoing financial year was 
with challenges, anticipates Gupta, principal director and chief anticipated, the steep downward revision 
significant measures to aid the of neurology at Fortis Hospital, in GDP growth for FY25 has surprised 
middle class and the industry. stressed the need for a roadmap. many.Concerns over economic growth 
Sachin Gawri, founder and CEO “We expect a clear plan to increase have intensified, with India’s GDP 
of RISE Infraventures, addressed public healthcare spending. projected to slow sharply to 6.4% in 
the sector’s expectations.“Real Strategic investments coupled with FY25, according to the government’s first 
estate reflects India’s economic supportive policies can bridge the advance estimates. This marks a 
progress, yet significant untapped rural-urban divide and ensure significant drop from the 8.2% growth 
potential remains. Budget 2025 access to critical care, especially in recorded in FY24 and represents the 
should address high input costs underserved regions,” he said.Dr slowest expansion in four years.
by extending input tax credits and INDIA INC SEEKS MAJOR REFORMS Ashish Chaudhari, managing 
reducing GST on materials,” The corporate sector is pinning its hopes on director at Aakash Healthcare, sector’s expectations from the budget.“As 
Gawri said.He suggested revising the the upcoming budget. Amit Modi, echoed similar sentiments. “Reinstating the Union Budget 2025 approaches, it is 
affordable housing definition to Rs 80 director of County Group, highlighted the the 150% deduction under Section 35AD crucial for the government to focus on 
lakh, reintroducing a 100% tax holiday for real estate industry's pressing needs. of the Income Tax Act for new healthcare bolstering the startup ecosystem by 

reducing regulatory complexities, which “One of the most long-standing demands is such projects, and creating new land projects and providing tax holidays for a 

often hinder growth,” Singh said.granting industry status to enable easier banks to boost supply. minimum of 15 years for new projects, 
“Combining home loan principal and access to low-cost financing, which alongside a 10-year tax relief for existing He proposed establishing dedicated IT 

interest deductions with a Rs 5 lakh cap directly benefits consumers. Additionally, facilities, are key demands,” Chaudhari software parks to provide essential 
w o u l d  e a s e  h o m e o w n e r s h i p .  implementing single-window clearance is said.infrastructure and foster innovation. 
Additionally, reducing the long-term crucial for timely project completion and “These measures will ease the financial “Simplifying access to loans through 
capital gains holding period to two years, cost efficiency,” Modi said.He further burden on healthcare providers and banks and government-backed schemes 
raising Section 54EC exemptions to Rs 1 added, “Reintroducing GST input credits ensure cost savings are passed on to will ensure startups can secure funding 
crore, and expanding REIT benefits will for residential real estate will stabilise patients, making healthcare more more efficiently, enabling them to scale 
spur investments,” he added.costs. We also expect the home loan affordable,” he added.With stakeholders and contribute significantly to the 

across sectors voicing their concerns and economy,” Singh added.interest exemption to be increased to Rs 8 STARTUPS SEEK SUPPORT
The startup ecosystem, a critical driver of lakh annually to support first-time buyers, expectations, the Union Budget 2025 H E A L T H C A R E  D E M A N D S  

job creation, faces hurdles that need while Section 80C should either holds the promise of addressing critical INCREASED FOCUS
immediate attention. Sumit Singh, CEO exclusively cover housing loan principal issues and driving India’s economic Although the world has largely overcome 
and co-founder of DashLoc, outlined the deductions or have its limit raised to Rs 5 recovery.the Covid-19 pandemic,  HMPV 

NEW DELHI. In a major relief to online gaming 
companies, the Supreme Court (SC) on Friday put 
a stay on GST show-cause notices amounting to 
Rs 1.12 lakh crore against these companies. The 
court has suspended all further proceedings under 
these notices until the matter is conclusively 
adjudicated.The court on Wednesday had agreed 
to hear the petition of these companies against 
GST department proceedings on notices served to 
them. The notices were issued against alleged tax 
evasion by these companies. However, the 
companies had moved courts against the notices 
disputing tax demand.As per lawyer Abhishek 
Rastogi, this stay not only provides immediate 
respite to gaming companies from potential 
coercive action but also safeguards the interests of 
revenue authorities. “By pausing proceedings, the 

court ensures that the demands don’t become 
time-barred during the course of litigation, 
preserving scope for legal clarity without 
procedural  h indrance,”  says  Rastogi ,  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  g a m i n g  
companies.These firms had moved court pre-
empting recovery actions by tax authorities based 
on the notices. They argued that such actions 
could impact their operations, given contentious 
nature of the GST demands.

“The court’s intervention addresses these 
apprehensions and ensures a fair hearing,” says 
Rastogi. The court has directed the consolidation 
of cases involving a batch of gaming companies, 
with the next hearing scheduled for March 18, 
2025. As per tax experts, this provides a timeline 
for stakeholders to present their arguments and 
for the judiciary to evaluate core issues in this 
controversy.

Shares of gaming companies Delta Corp and 
Nazara Tech surged by up to 15%. Delta Corp 
shares closed with 4.4% gain while Narzara 
shares ended with a fall of 3.7%. The dispute 
arose over taxability prior to the October 2023 
amendment, which clarified that 28% GST would 
be levied on the threshold deposit amount.

NEW DELHI. Despite concerns raised by the 
Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of 
India (IRDAI), private sector general insurers 
reported a 239 per cent jump in commission expenses 
in the motor insurance segment in fiscal ended March 
2024. Interestingly, private insurers lagged behind 
public sector counterparts with a low claims 
ratio.Private insurers shelled out a whopping ̀ 16,578 
crore to motor insurance service providers (MISPs) 
as commission during the fiscal ended March 2024 as 
against `4,890 crore in FY2023 while securing fresh 
businesses. Interestingly, public sector insurers kept 
away from the ‘commission game’ and reported only 
31.59 per cent rise in commission expenses at ̀ 3,099 
crore in FY2024 as against `2,355 crore in FY2023, 
according to the Annual Report of the IRDAI.

When it comes to incurred claims ratio, public sector 
insurers led with 99.57 per cent while private players 
were far behind with a figure of 73.30 per cent, 
according to the IRDAI report.

Incurred claim ratio refers to the total claim amount 
paid by the insurance company in ratio to the total 
premium amount collected in a financial year. For 
instance, if the incurred claim ratio of an insurance 
provider is 75 per cent, then it means that the insurer 
pays `75 towards claim payment for every `100 of 
premium collected and the remaining `25 is 
considered as profit for the insurance company.

Meanwhile, earlier this year, IRDAI had repealed its 
guidelines capping the commission for long-term 
motor insurance policies, aligning these policies with 
the standard one-year motor insurance policies. 
Insurers can now offer commissions within the 
expense of management for long-term policies. Total 
commission expenses incurred by private players for 
all categories, including health, motor, marine and 
fire, were at ̀ 26,235 crore in FY24 as against ̀ 10,192 
crore. PSU players’ expenses were at`7,359 crore 
(`6,340 crore).MISPs were reportedly charging high 
commissions of over 50 per cent for new private car 
insurance policies. What is significant is that high 
commission to MISPs will inflate the insurance 
premium being paid by the car buyers. If an MISP 
charge `45,000 insurance on a `12 lakh car, the same 
policy could cost just Rs 20,000 if taken from the 
market.

Supreme Court relief to 
online gaming 

companies on GST issue

production growth largely attributed to indeed was a growth trough,” says a NEW DELHI. Industrial production 
low base effect, experts see this as a QuantEco note.increased to a seven-month high of 
positive indicator.“November 2024 IIP The Second quarter GDP growth crashed 5.2% year-on-year in November 2024 
adds to the recent spate of data that have to 5.4% resulting in the government as compared to 3.7% in October, thanks 

moderating the FY25 GDP growth largely to a low-base effect. 
rate to 6.4%, which is lower than In November 2023, industrial 
the  RBI’s  6 .6% es t imate .  production has risen by a 
Economists at SBI have estimated moderate 2.5%.Production 
an even lower GDP growth by the mining sector in 
number for FY25 at 6.3%.As per November grew at 1.9% y-o-
rating agency Crisil, the festive y compared to 0.9% in 
season led to a rise in production of October. The manufacturing 
consumer discretionary products. sector posted output growth 
Consumer durables saw strongest of 5.8% in November against 
rise in index (13.1% in Nov) 4.4% in October. Electricity 
among major production sectors. generation grew by 4.4% 
“The rise was seen across low and year-on-year comared to 2% 

high value items including clothing, shown somewhat better growth, vis-a-in October.Though sequentially, 
electronics, furniture and automobiles. vis Q2FY25. These include core industrial production contracted by 
Consumer non-durables grew much industries, E-way bills, cement 1.2% in November as the effect of 
weaker (0.6%),” noted Dharmakirti production, passenger vehicle sales festive season waned earlier this year. 
Joshi, Chief Economist at Crisil.among others, underscoring that Q2 Despite the November industrial 

Indian Economy Likely To Be 
'A Little Weaker' In 2025: 
IMF MD
NEW DELHI.The Indian economy is expected to be 

"a little weaker" in 2025 despite steady global 
growth, IMF Managing Director Kristalina 
Georgieva has said. Georgieva also said she expects 
quite a lot of uncertainty in the world this year 
mainly around the trade policy of the US.In her 
annual media roundtable with a group of reporters 
on Friday, she said global growth is expected to be 
steady in 2025, but with regional divergence. 
Georgieva said she expects the Indian economy to 
be a little weaker in 2025. However, she did not 
explain it any further. The World Economy Outlook 
update week will have more details about it.

“The US is doing quite a bit better than we expected 
before, the EU is somewhat stalling, (and) India a 
little weaker," she said. Brazil was facing somewhat 
higher inflation, she said. In China, the world’s 
second-largest economy, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) was seeing deflationary 
pressure and ongoing challenges with domestic 
demand, she said.

"Low-income countries, despite all the efforts they 
are making, are in a position when any new shock 
can affect them quite negatively,” Georgieva 
said.“What we expect in 2025 is to have quite a lot 
of uncertainty, especially in terms of economic 
policies. Not surprisingly, given the size and role of 
the US economy, there is keen interest globally in 
the policy directions of the incoming 
administration, in particular on tariffs, taxes, 
deregulation and government efficiency,” 
Georgieva said.

NEW DELHI.India’s factory output, as measured by 
the Index of Industrial Production (IIP), rose to a 
six-month high of 5.2 per cent in November from 
3.7 per cent in October, mainly due to a favourable 
base effect along with a pickup in manufacturing, 
capital goods, and consumer durables.

It had grown by 2.5 per cent in November 2023. 
Cumulatively so far in the financial year 2024-25, 
industrial growth has been recorded at 4.1 per cent 
during April-November as against 6.5 per cent in 
the year-ago period.Manufacturing, which 
accounts for 77.6 per cent of the weight of the IIP, 
surged to an eight-month high of 5.8 per cent in 
November from 4.4 per cent in October and 1.3 per 
cent in November 2023 primarily due to a pickup 
amid the festive season. “Quite clearly the needle 
appears to have turned during the festival season 
which is a good sign. The manufacturing sector in 
particular has fared well with growth of 5.8 per cent 
over 1.3 per cent last year. Besides the low base 
effect, there has been a revival of both capital goods 
and consumer durable goods,” Madan Sabnavis, 
Chief Economist, Bank of Baroda said.

Mining output picked pace to 1.9 per cent in 
November from 0.9 per cent in October even 
though it was lower than 7.0 per cent growth in the 
year-ago period. Electricity output grew by 4.4 per 
cent in November from 2.0 per cent in October. It 
had grown by 5.8 per cent in the year-ago period.

On the basis of use-base classification, the primary 
goods output grew by 2.7 per cent in November as 
against 2.5 per cent in October and 8.4 per cent in 
the year-ago period. Capital goods segment, a key 
indicator of the investment sentiment, grew 9.0 per 
cent in November as against 3.1 per cent growth in 
October and a contraction of 1.1 per cent in the 
year-ago period.

Factory output growth hits 6-
month high of  5.2% in 
November: Govt data

Explained: Why Infosys has filed 
counter lawsuit against Cognizant

Private insurers show 239% 
jump in motor commission 
payouts to Rs 16,578 crore
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he added.Manjrekar cited the examples of New Delhi.Former India cricketer Sanjay 
Sachin Tendulkar and VVS Laxman, who Manjrekar has blamed the culture of 
had failed in the transition period of 2011-hero-worshipping behind India's awful 
12, and compared their fortuned with Virat slump in Test cricket. In his recent 
Kohli and Rohit Sharma, who simply have column in Hindustan Times, Manjrekar 
not turned up in the last 2 series for India.wrote that the slump that the Indian team 

"When India lost 0-8 to England and is facing is nothing new. The former 
Australia, Tendulkar averaged 35, Sehwag player highlighted that India faced a 
19.91 and Laxman 21.06. Only Dravid similar slump back in 2011-12 as well, 
stood out and got runs in England (he losing 0-8 to England and Australia under 
averaged 76.83) but in Australia he too the leadership of MS Dhoni.
was given a harsh reality check (he Manjrekar termed the current lapse in form 
averaged 24.25)," Manjrekar said.under the captaincy of Rohit Sharma, a 

This ‘generational slump’ is inevitable for "Thing is, when it comes to the big players, generational slump. India lost two back to 
all teams. It’s what we know as the transition we as a country are just not able to stay back series under the leadership of Rohit 
phase and among the best teams in the rational. Sharma. First India lost their first ever home 

Emotions run high and those in positions to world, I believe it affects India the most," series against New Zealand (0-3) at home 
take decisions on these players are Manjrekar wrote in his column.and then fell to Australia 1-3 away. 
influenced by this climate. Cricketing logic Manjrekar pointed out the reason behind the The one foremost reason behind this is the 
goes out of the window and then the losses and said that the icon-players were icon culture we have in India and the hero 
selectors hope the player leaves on his own dragging the Indian team."India are a worship of certain players. Be it 2011-12 or 
so that they don’t look like the villains who sought-after cricket team that the world now, it’s the same scenario that gets played 
brutally ended the career of a great who wants to eagerly host. They play a lot of out -- iconic players featuring prominently 
millions of fans worship. They just fear the matches in SENA (South Africa, England, doing the opposite of what they did their 
backlash," the former batter concluded on New Zealand, Australia) countries, so it is entire careers, thereby dragging the team 
the matter.fair to be judged to the highest standards. down with their diminished performances," 

his future. The report further suggests New Delhi . Star Indian all-rounder 
that the selectors may now be inclined to Ravindra Jadeja has sparked 
move on from Jadeja as they look to widespread speculation after posting 
rebuild the team.The timing of Jadeja's a cryptic image on his Instagram 
post has added to the intrigue as India account. The picture, featuring his 
gear up for a packed schedule. Starting Test jersey, quickly went viral and 
January 22, the team will face England has ignited curiosity among fans and 
in five T20Is and three ODIs, followed cricket pundits.The Instagram story 
by the Champions Trophy in Dubai has left many guessing its meaning, 
under a hybrid hosting model. Squad with some interpreting it as a hint that 
announcements for the upcoming series Jadeja might be considering 
are expected soon, and Jadeja's retirement from Test cricket. 
inclusion or exclusion could provide Reactions poured in on X (formerly 

during India's recent tour of Australia, more clarity about his future.Reports Twitter), where fans speculated on the 
Ravindra Jadeja was not spared either. The suggest that the BCCI selection committee, significance of the post. While one user 
all-rounder struggled to make an impact in along with head coach Gautam Gambhir, is commented, "Any hint?" another wrote, 
the Test series, which India lost 1-3. contemplating transitioning to younger "Happy Retirement Jaddu." The post comes 

Jadeja managed to pick up only four wickets players ahead of the 2027 World Cup. after Jadeja retired from T20Is following 
across three matches and contributed 135 According to the report, selectors are India's World Cup triumph in June last year. 
runs with the bat at an average of 27. debating whether to retain Jadeja or opt for a However, the spin-bowling all-rounder 
According to a report, the veteran player's fresh approach. "It's all about when the continues to be active in ODIs and Test 
performance is under scrutiny, and the selectors decide the transition needs to kick cricket.While Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma 
BCCI selection committee is considering in," a source stated.faced criticism for their performances 

Ravindra Jadeja's Instagram story sparks 
speculation around India cricketer's future

New Delhi.After a terrific bowling 
performance in the opener of the SA20, the 
fans were in for some batting fireworks in the 
second game of the season. Playing at 
Kingsmead, Durban Super Giants and 
Pretoria Capitals produced a high-scoring 
final-ball thriller on Friday, January 
10.Durban Super Giants held their nerve in a 
dramatic last-ball finish to defeat Pretoria 
Capitals by just two runs in an electrifying 
SA20 encounter at Kingsmead on Friday. 
Despite a blistering 89 from Rahmanullah 
Gurbaz and a strong 154-run opening stand 
with Will Jacks, the Capitals fell agonizingly 
short of DSG's 209/4, finishing their chase at 
207/6.

Pretoria's chase got off to a flying start as 
Gurbaz and Jacks dominated the DSG 
bowlers, putting together a scorching 154-
run opening partnership. Gurbaz was the 
standout, smashing 89 off just 43 balls, 

including seven sixes. Jacks also played a key 
role with a quickfire 64 off 35 balls. The pair 
set the perfect platform for the Capitals, 
needing 56 runs off the final 47 balls with 
nine wickets still in hand.

However, the game took a dramatic turn in the 
13th over when DSG spinner Noor Ahmad 
dismissed Gurbaz, breaking the partnership. 
The next over saw Chris Woakes dismiss 
Pretoria’s skipper, Rilee Rossouw, for just 1. 
Noor (2 for 34) and Woakes (2 for 42) 
continued to build the pressure, removing 
Jacks and Senuran Muthusamy (8) in quick 
succession, reducing the Capitals to 183 for 4 
in the 15.5 over.

Liam Livingstone, who was the Capitals’ best 
hope, still had a chance to take his side home 
with 27 runs required from 25 balls and six 
wickets in hand. But a pivotal moment 
arrived when DSG captain Keshav Maharaj, 
the experienced spinner,  removed 
Livingstone for 13. The pressure mounted 
further as Naveen-ul-Haq dismissed James 
Neesham for just 3, bringing the chase to a 
tense standstill.

the opportunity to fight at flyweight because New Delhi. "One of a kind." This was the title India Today: Like your namesake Amanda 
it was a huge chance. My first fight in UFC used to describe Amanda Ribas in an Nunes, is your aim to be a double 
flyweight was against Paige VanZant in Abu article as she continues her meteoric rise in champion?

Ribas: That part is a little hard because, in Dhabi. UFC gave me a great opportunity, the promotion. And there's good reason to 
flyweight, I need to adapt my body to gain and I kept doing well, taking on tough give her that tagline as she has been a force 
some muscle. In strawweight, I need to be fights. Strawweight is my natural division, to be reckoned in not just one, but two 
careful not to lose too much muscle. I trust and I’m coming off two victories there. In separate weightclasses.Ribas is currently 
my team and nutritionists to manage this, but flyweight, I’ve faced fighters with big the only fighter to be ranked in the top 10 in 
it's a challenge.names like Paige, Rose Namajunas, Maycee 2 divisions as well. The 31-year-old is 

Barber, and others. Competing in both ranked No.8 at strawweight and No.10 at India Today: Your father was your first 
divisions has been amazing, especially flyweight and competes in both the coach and once stopped you from quitting 

January 12, has now set her sights on getting ranking in both.divisions regularly. While her work inside the the sport. How does he still keep you on 
to a title fight by 2025. While talking to octagon has been incredible, what she does your toes?India Today: Which is the easiest weight 
Indiatoday.in exclusively, Ribas explained outside the cage makes her one of the most class for you in terms of weight? Which Ribas: Yes, he was and still is my coach. At the 
why it could be difficult to replicate the special talents.After securing a fight bonus one do you prefer? beginning, it was hard to adapt to calling him 
success of her compatriot Amanda Nunes for her win against Luana Pinheiro, Ribas coach in the gym and dad outside. Now, Ribas: I prefer strawweight because I feel 
and become a 2-division champion.decided to give away the money to build a we’ve found a balance. When we’re outside hungrier, not just for food and cut a lot of 

India Today: How easy is it to compete in facility to help rehabilitate young people who the gym, it’s just dad and daughter. Inside, weight, but also hungrier in the cage. I feel 
two divisions at the same time and remain were struggling with drug abuse. The 31- it’s coach and fighter. The best part is I can stronger at strawweight because I’m taller 
successful?year-old, who will be facing Mackenzie Dern trust him completely because he wants the there. At flyweight, I feel faster, but for now, 

Ribas: It's awesome! At the beginning, I took at UFC Fight Night: Dern vs Ribas 2 on best for me, not for himself.I prefer strawweight.

New Delhi . 

consistent batsman. His breakthrough on and support his teammates. acumen in the T20 format.
the international stage came in 1996 when In One-Day Internationals, Dravid was no less Post-retirement, Dravid transitioned 
he debuted for India in both One-Day dependable. He scored 10,889 runs in 344 seamlessly into coaching and mentoring. As 
Internationals and Test cricket against ODIs, including 12 centuries and 83 fifties, the coach of the India A and U-19 teams, he 
England. helped develop young talent that would 

Dravid's career in Test cricket is go on to represent India at the highest 
legendary, with his immense patience level. Players such as Rishabh Pant, 
and ability to occupy the crease for Shreyas Iyer, and Sanju Samson have 
long durations. Over his 16-year Test credited Dravid for playing an 
career, he faced a remarkable 31,258 instrumental role in their development, 
balls—a record that remains ensuring his influence extended far 
unmatched. His ability to weather the beyond his playing days.Dravid's legacy 
toughest challenges and wear down is not just defined by his records, but also 
bowlers made him a central figure in by his unwavering commitment to the 
India's success. His 210 catches, a game and his humble nature. He was 
record for the most catches by a non- especially known for his ability to 
wicketkeeper in Test cricket, further perform in overseas conditions, scoring a 
h i g h l i g h t e d  h i s  a l l - a r o u n d  substantial number of runs in victories 
contribution to the team. Known for abroad. He remains the only player to 

Rahul Dravid, one of the most his unmatched concentration, Dravid score a Test century in every Test-playing 
and became one of India's most consistent revered figures in Indian cricket, celebrates spent a total of 44,152 minutes at the crease nation, a testament to his versatility and 
middle-order batsmen. His partnership with his 52nd birthday on January 11, Saturday. in Test cricket, a testament to his enduring adaptability in varying conditions.Even 
Sachin Tendulkar in a world-record 331-run Known for his resilience, impeccable commitment to the game. after his playing days, Dravid's influence on 
stand against New Zealand in 1999 remains technique, and calm demeanour, Dravid Indian cricket has been profound. His In one of the most iconic innings of his career, 
one of the finest moments in ODI cricket.earned the nickname "The Wall" for his remarkable consistency, dedication, and Dravid batted for an incredible 740 minutes 

ability to anchor India's batting lineup in Dravid's adaptability also extended to the leadership qualities have inspired during his 270 against Pakistan in 2004, the 
even the most testing conditions.Born on Indian Premier League (IPL), where he generations of cricketers, and his longest innings by an Indian batsman. This 
January 11, 1973, in Indore, India, Dravid's played for the Royal Challengers Bangalore contributions to the game have been match, along with his countless other 
cricketing journey began at a young age, and Rajasthan Royals. Although his IPL invaluable. As we celebrate Rahul Dravid's memorable performances, solidified his 
with his father, Sharad Dravid, being a career wasn't as illustrious as his 52nd birthday, we honor not just his status as one of the best Test cricketers in the 
significant influence. Dravid made his first- international tenure, he contributed remarkable records but also the enduring world. He also holds the record for the most 
class debut for Karnataka in 1991 and significantly to the teams he played for and impact he has had on Indian cricket, both on century partnerships in Test cricket, with 88, 
quickly established himself as a reliable and continued to demonstrate his cricketing and off the field.reflecting his ability to build partnerships 

'One of a kind' Amanda Ribas says repeating 
Amanda Nunes feat will be a challenge

Happy Birthday Rahul Dravid: Indian 
cricket's Mr. Dependable turns 52

Hero-worshipping reason behind India's 
generational slump in Tests: Manjrekar

New Delhi . South African legend Shaun 
Pollock says the ICC Cricket Committee is 
working on giving bowlers "a bit more leeway 
on wides," as the current rule is "very strict on 
them," especially when batters make last-
minute movements. Batters often make late 
movements across the crease to disrupt 
bowlers' line and length in ODIs and T20Is, 
which frequently results in wides."I'm 
working on something. As a member of the 
ICC Cricket Committee, we're looking to 
provide bowlers with a bit more flexibility on 
wides. I think the current rules are very strict," 
Pollock told PTI on the sidelines of SA20. "If 
a batter jumps across at the last minute, it 
doesn't sit well with me. A bowler needs to 
know, from the start of their run-up, where 
they can bowl."

Pollock explained that the current rule, which 

bases wides on the batter's position at the 
moment of delivery, is problematic. "If a 
batter moves and the wide is judged based on 
where they are at that moment, it's unfair. I'd 
like to see that changed slightly," he added.

The 51-year-old emphasised that bowlers must 
have clarity on their plans before their run-up. 
"Bowlers need to know exactly what's 
expected when they're running in. How can 
they be expected to change their game plan at 
the last second? They need a clear idea of their 
target," he said."This is being discussed. 
We're working on it. It's important to give 
something back to the bowlers," Pollock 
added.Pollock also spoke about the growth of 
the SA20 league, comparing its rise to the 
IPL. "It has gone from strength to strength. 
This year, the Catch 2 Million competition 
was added, which has brought even more 
excitement," he said.

"I see young kids being encouraged to come to 
the ground, which is fantastic. With the 
current economic challenges, it's great to see 
families getting involved. The league has 
definitely gained momentum."He stressed the 
importance of the SA20 for South African 
cricket. "The game needed this injection-
there's no doubt about it.

ICC Cricket Committee 
looking to give leeway 
to bowlers on wides: 

Shaun Pollock

New Delhi .World number one Jannik Sinner is 
set to face the Court of Arbitration for Sport 
(CAS) in a doping case hearing scheduled for 
April 16-17. The hearing will address the 
World Anti-Doping Agency’s (WADA) 
appeal, which seeks to impose a one-to-two-
year ban on the Italian tennis star.Sinner, 23, 
tested positive for low levels of the anabolic 
steroid Clostebol in two separate tests 
conducted in March last year. In August, an 
independent tribunal cleared him after 
accepting his explanation of unintentional 
contamination. Sinner claimed the banned 
substance entered his system through a 
massage from a trainer who had used 
Clostebol to treat a finger injury. The tribunal 
ruled that the contamination was accidental, 
sparing him from suspension.Despite this, 
WADA filed an appeal with CAS in 
September, challenging the tribunal’s 
decision. If the appeal is successful, Sinner 
could face a ban of up to two years. "No 
parties requested a public hearing, and it will 
be conducted behind closed doors," CAS 
said in a statement about the two-day 
hearing.

The CAS hearing will take place behind closed 
doors at its headquarters in Lausanne, 
Switzerland. Neither party requested a public 
hearing. While CAS has not provided a 
specific timeline for its decision, a fast-track 
verdict may be requested to ensure the ruling 
is made before the French Open begins on 
May 25.The doping case has cast a shadow 
over Sinner’s remarkable 2023 season, 
during which he won the U.S. Open. News of 
his positive test, initially kept confidential, 
was revealed after he successfully appealed 
against a provisional ban.

As Sinner prepares to defend his Australian 
Open title in Melbourne, he has faced 
scepticism from fellow players. Notably, 
Novak Djokovic has questioned whether 
Sinner received preferential treatment from 
tennis authorities.

In a statement on Friday, Sinner expressed 
frustration over the uncertainty surrounding 
the case, saying he remains focused on his 
preparation for the Australian Open but is 
eager for clarity.WADA maintains that the 
presence of Clostebol in Sinner’s system 
constitutes a doping violation, regardless of 
the explanation. The agency is pushing for a 
suspension of at least one year to uphold the 
integrity of anti-doping efforts.

The outcome of the CAS hearing will be 
pivotal not only for Sinner’s career but also 
for broader perceptions of fairness and 
consistency in tennis. If banned, Sinner risks 
missing key tournaments, including the 
French Open and Wimbledon. Conversely, a 
verdict in his favor would vindicate his 
claims of accidental contamination and allow 
him to continue his rise in the sport.

SA20: Durban Super Giants 
beat Pretoria Capitals by 2 

runs in final ball thriller

Jannik Sinner doping case 
hearing fixed for April: CAS

ZRahul Dravid, one of 

the most revered figures 

in Indian cricket, 

celebrates his 52nd 

birthday on January 11, 

Saturday. Wishes poured 

in for the superstar from 

the cricketing circles all 

across the world.

New Delhi, Sunday, 12 January 2025 THE SIKH TIMES




