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Supreme Court refuses to entertain pleas
challenging 33% reservation to women

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Jan. 10: The ‘Nari Shakti Vandan

Adhiniyam’ got the President’s assent on
September 28, 2023 after a special session of
the Parliament was called to pass the law.
The Supreme Court on Friday refused to
entertain petitions challenging the law pro-
viding 33% reservation to women, stating
that the petitioners are free to approach the
high court to contest the validity of the pro-
vision. The top court made the observations
while hearing petitions filed by Congress
leader Jaya Thakur and non-profit National
Federation of Indian Women (NFIW)
against the bill preceding the Constitution
(106th Amendment) Act, 2023, which intro-
duced 33% reservation for women in
Parliament and state assemblies. The twin
pleas sought striking down of a specific pro-
vision which made conduct of census and
subsequent delimitation as a prerequisite to
implement the reservation as they argued for its
immediate roll-out. “We are not inclined to interfere
under Article 32,” the bench headed by justice Bela
M Trivedi said. The said provision in the
Constitution allows citizens to approach the

Supreme Court for enforcement of their fundamen-
tal rights. “Tell us what is the fundamental right that
is being affected,” the bench, also comprising justice

PB Varale, said. The ‘Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam’
got the President’s assent on September 28, 2023
after a special session of the Parliament was called to
pass the law, and the historic proceeding took place
in the new Parliament building on September 19 that
year. Advocate Prashant Bhushan, appearing for

NFIW, said that the issue is of equality as reserva-
tion for women cannot be dependent on carrying
out delimitation exercise. “What does delimitation

have to do with granting reservation? This is a
violation of Article 14 (right to equality) of the
Constitution. We are challenging that part
which makes implementation subject to delim-
itation,” Bhushan said. The bench observed,
“There is no violation of Article 14,” referring
to the long history of legislative interventions
to provide reservation for women in
Parliament and Assemblies that failed to trans-
late into law. “So far it was never brought into
effect. Now it is implemented. If you find any
unconstitutionality in it, you may challenge it
in the high court,” the court added.
Representing the Centre, advocate Kanu
Agarwal informed the bench that the timing of
the implementation of the law is part of legisla-
tive policy, and no judicial review can lie in this
regard. However, he slammed the petitioners

for raising a challenging to a Constitution
Amendment Act without pointing out how the basic
structure of the Constitution is affected by this law.
The bill on women reservation in Parliament and
assemblies was introduced in 1996, 1998, 1999 and
2008 but it failed to fructify into a law.

No disputed structure should be called mosque: Yogi
Naresh Malhotra

Lucknow, Jan. 10:  “The day we stop call-
ing such a structure a mosque, people will
stop going there too. It is also against the prin-
ciples of Islam to hurt anyone’s faith and build
a mosque-like structure there and any kind of
worship at such a place is not acceptable even
to God,” he said at a conclave organised by a
private news channel at Airavat Ghat in
Mahakumbh mela area ahead of the formal
start of Mahakumbh-2025. “When the God
does not approve of such worship, why should
we worship there in vain. Also, it is not neces-
sary to build a structure for worship in Islam,
while it is very much so in Sanatan Dharma,”
the CM added. “Sanatanis will go to temple for
worship but so is not in Islam. In such a situa-
tion, we should not insist on calling any struc-
ture a mosque. This is the time to move for-
ward with thinking about a new India. We
should pay attention to this,” he said. Yogi fur-
ther said the installation of Ram Lalla in
Ayodhya a year ago and the Mahakumbh
being held at such an auspicious time after 144
years, were due to the grace of God. He said
sadhus from some states of Northeast along
with South India were not able to come to

Kumbh-2019 whereas this time, the picture of
‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’ will be seen in
Mahakumbh-2025. “Sadhus and devotees

from everywhere will be present here. The
third largest population of the world will take
a dip in the Triveni of Prayagraj in the next 45
days,” the CM added. Countering the opposi-
tion’s attack, Yogi said, “We never said that the

BJP has associated itself with the organisation
of Mahakumbh. Who stopped them from tak-
ing the fair to new heights. Before 2017, this
event was synonymous with dirt and chaos.
What was the situation in the Mahakumbh-
2013.” “In 2013, when the then Prime Minister
of Mauritius came to India to take a holy dip in
the Ganga, he went back after seeing pollu-
tion, filth and mismanagement during the
Kumbh,” he added. The CM said the
Mahakumbh 2025 will be known as a grand
gathering of good governance, faith and
modernity. Refuting reports of polluted water
at Sangam, he said he too had read some such
reports. “I have come here many times. I have
come to the banks of Sangam and seen the
water and its quantity. I have also bathed in
the water and sipped it. My health did not
deteriorate. Some people have taken a con-
tract of spreading propaganda,” Yogi said.
“Currently, there is more than 10,300 cusec of
water only in the Ganga and the Yamuna. Such
a large amount of water has never been seen
at the Sangam in independent India,” he
added. “It is so clean that you can take a dip
and also do ‘aachman’ (sip) without any hesi-
tation. I do it myself and this is also my belief,”
the CM said.

Donald Trump gets unconditional discharge in hush money case
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New York, Jan, 10: In a singular
moment in US history, President-elect
Donald Trump faces sentencing Friday for
his New York hush money conviction after
the nation's highest court refused to
intervene. Like so much else in the crim-
inal case and the current American polit-
ical landscape, the scenario set to unfold
in an austere Manhattan courtroom was
unimaginable only a few years ago. A
state judge is to say what consequences,
if any, the country's former and soon-to-
be leader will face for felonies that a jury
found he committed. With Trump 10
days from inauguration, Judge Juan M.
Merchan has indicated he plans a no-
penalty sentence called an unconditional
discharge and prosecutors aren't oppos-
ing it. That would mean no jail time, no
probation and no fines would be imposed,
but nothing is final until Friday's proceed-
ing is done. Regardless of the outcome,
Trump will become the first person con-

victed of a felony to assume the presidency.
Trump, who is expected to appear by video
from his Mar-a-Lago club in Florida, will
have the opportunity to speak. He has pillo-
ried the case, the only one of his four crim-
inal indictments that has gone to trial and

possibly the only one that ever will. The
judge has indicated that he plans the
unconditional discharge — a rarity in
felony convictions — partly to avoid com-
plicated constitutional issues that would

arise if he imposed a penalty that over-
lapped with Trump's presidency. The hush
money case accused him of fudging his
business' records to veil a $130,000 payoff
to porn actor Stormy Daniels. She was
paid, late in Trump's 2016 campaign, not to

tell the public about a sexual encounter
she maintains the two had a decade
earlier. He says nothing sexual hap-
pened between them, and he contends
that his political adversaries spun up a
bogus prosecution to try to damage
him. “I never falsified business
records. It is a fake, made up charge,”
the Republican president-elect wrote
on his Truth Social platform last week.
Manhattan District Attorney Alvin
Bragg, whose office brought the
charges, is a Democrat. Bragg's office
said in a court filing Monday that

Trump committed “serious offenses that
caused extensive harm to the sanctity of
the electoral process and to the integrity of
New York's financial marketplace.” While
the specific charges were about checks

and ledgers, the underlying accusations
were seamy and deeply entangled with
Trump's political rise. Prosecutors said
Daniels was paid off — through Trump's
personal attorney at the time, Michael
Cohen — as part of a wider effort to keep
voters from hearing about Trump's alleged
extramarital escapades. Trump denies the
alleged encounters occurred. His lawyers
said he wanted to squelch the stories to
protect his family, not his campaign. And
while prosecutors said Cohen's reimburse-
ments for paying Daniels were deceptively
logged as legal expenses, Trump says
that's simply what they were. “There was
nothing else it could have been called,” he
wrote on Truth Social last week, adding, “I
was hiding nothing.” Trump's lawyers
tried unsuccessfully to forestall a trial.
Since his May conviction on 34 counts of
falsifying business records, they have
pulled virtually every legal lever within
reach to try to get the conviction over-
turned, the case dismissed or at least the
sentencing postponed.

Shiromani Akali Dal accepts Sukhbir
Badal's resignation as party chief

ST Correspondent
Chandigarh, Jan. 10: Sukhbir Badal had tendered his

resignation as the party chief on November 16 last year but
the party's working committee did not accept his resigna-
tion. The working committee of the Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) on Friday accepted the resignation of Sukhbir
Singh Badal as party chief,  Badal's resignation was accept-
ed in the working committee meeting held at the party's
headquarters in Chandigarh. The move came over a
month after Akal Takht Jathedar Giani Raghbir Singh had
asked the SAD to implement the December 2 edict at the
earliest. On December 2, the Akal Takht had ordered the
SAD working committee to accept the resignation of
Sukhbir Singh Badal, who had been declared tankhaiya

(guilty of religious misconduct) for the mistakes commit-
ted during the SAD regime in Punjab. It had also formed a
panel to appoint new delegates and hold elections for the
post of SAD president and other office-bearers within six
months. After his resignation was accepted, Sukhbir Singh
Badal thanked party workers and leaders for their support.
Badal had tendered his resignation as the party chief on
November 16 last year but the party's working committee
did not accept his resignation, appealing to him to recon-
sider his resignation otherwise the entire committee
would resign en masse. \While pronouncing the religious
punishment for Badal and other leaders for the "mistakes"
committed by the SAD and its government in Punjab from
2007 to 2017 on December 2, the Akal Takht also directed
the SAD's working committee to accept the resignation of
Badal as party chief and other leaders. Badal was declared
'tankhaiya' (guilty of religious misconduct) by the Akal
Takht, the highest temporal seat of Sikhs, on August 30 last
year. He had undergone religious punishment. Also Read |
Don’t drag your feet, accept Sukhbir’s resignation, jathedar
Giani Raghbir Singh tells SAD On December 4, a former
militant Narain Singh Chaura had fired at Sukhbir from
close range -- while the latter was undergoing tankhah
(religious punishment) for the “mistakes” of his party – but
had missed the shot as he was overpowered by policemen
in plain clothes and later arrested.

SC issues notice in Sambhal Shahi Jama Masjid
well dispute, orders status quo

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Jan.10: The Supreme Court

on Friday issued a notice on a plea by
the Sambhal's Jama Masjid manage-
ment committee, and ordered status
quo with regard to a private well located
near the entrance of the mosque. A
bench comprising Chief Justice Sanjiv
Khanna and Justice Sanjay Kumar
directed that no steps be taken regard-
ing the well without its permission and
instructed the authorities to file a status
report within two weeks. The plea filed
by the Committee of Management of
Shahi Jama Masjid challenged a
November 19, 2024 order by the
Sambhal Senior Division Civil Judge
that allowed the appointment of an
advocate commissioner to survey the
mosque. It was argued that the survey
led to violence and loss of life, prompt-
ing the urgent intervention of the top
court. Senior Advocate Huzefa Ahmadi,
representing the Committee of
Management, emphasised the historical

significance of the well, stating, "We have
been drawing water from the well since
time immemorial.  Ahmadi raised concerns

over a notice referring to the site as "Hari
Mandir" and plans for starting religious
activities there. "No such activities will be
permitted. Please file a status report," the

CJI said. The bench said the status quo
must be maintained concerning the well,
and no notices related to it would be given

effect. Advocate Vishnu Shankar Jain,
representing the Hindu side, said the
well is outside the mosque's purview
and has historically been used for wor-
ship. Ahmadi said the well is partly with-
in and partly outside the mosque prem-
ises, citing a Google Maps image to sup-
port the claim. "Pass an appropriate
direction to the District Magistrate,
Sambhal to ensure that status quo is
maintained with respect to the private
well situated near the stairs/entrance of
the Mosque and not to take any
steps/actions with regard to the same
without due permission from this
Hon'ble Court," the plea said. The
mosque committee said it has filed the
plea against a November 19, 2024 order
of the Civil Judge, Senior Division,

Sambhal at Chandausi, in a case. The local
court allowed an application seeking
appointment of an Advocate Commissioner
to survey the Shahi Jama Masjid.

Rajiv Bajaj jumps in on
‘90-hr work week' debate

New Delhi, Jan 10: Amid an online outrage
over Larsen & Toubro (L&T) chairperson's “90-
hour work week” remarks, Bajaj Auto's manag-
ing director Rajiv Bajaj has said that the quality of
work done matters much more than the hours.
In an interview with CNBC TV18, Rajiv Bajaj said
that if one wants a 90-hour work week, it should
start from the top. "If you want a 90-hour week,
start from the top," Rajiv Bajaj told CNBC-TV18.
"Number of hours of work doesn't matter, the
quality of work does. We need a kinder, gentler
world more than ever before." Bajaj also said that
companies must move away from adopting
regressive policies like a fixed number of work-
ing hours. He also addressed the importance of
work-life balance and weighed upon the cost of a
70 or 90-hour work week. "Even if someone
works 70 or 90 hours a week, their life remains
interconnected with other aspects-family, health,
and well-being. Ignoring this interconnectedness
will come at a cost," he said in the interview.
Larsen and Toubro chairman SN Subrahmanyan
triggered an online outrage after he asked peo-
ple to work for 90 hours a week. “I regret I am
not able to make you work on Sundays. If I can
make you work on Sundays, I will be happier,
because I work on Sundays,” Subrahmanyan
was quoted as saying in an undated video circu-
lating on social media. 

Sanjay Kumar
Chandigarh, Jan. 10: Punjab farmer

leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal targeted
the BJP for seeking the Akal Takht's
intervention for ending his fast-unto-

death, and said they should instead
approach Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and press him to accept farmers'
demands if they want him to call off the
strike, which entered day 46 on Friday.
In a three-minute video message
released on Friday, the 70-year-old
farmer leader asserted he will end his
fast only after the Centre accepts farm-
ers' demands which include a legal
guarantee for Minimum Support Price
for crops. A BJP delegation, comprising
Sukhminder Pal Singh Grewal and
Sarchand Singh, appealed to Akal

Takht Jathedar Giani Raghbir Singh on
Thursday to intervene to end the indef-
inite fast of the farmer leader. The dele-
gation expressed concern over
Dallewal's deteriorating health. In his

video message Dallewal said, "We
have got information that the leaders
of the Punjab unit of BJP appealed to
the Akal Takht to intervene in order
to end Dallewal's fast-unto-death.
(They appealed to the Akal Takht
that) a direction be given so that he
should end his fast. I respect the Akal
Takht." "But the Punjab BJP should
approach (PM) Modi ji, the vice pres-
ident (Jagdeep Dhankhar),
Agriculture Minister (Shivraj Singh

Chouhan), (Home Minister) Amit
Shah ji. Instead of meeting them, they
are approaching the Akal Takht
Jathedar," he said. Dallewal, who is the
convener of the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (Non-Political), has been on
the indefinite hunger strike at the
Khanauri border point between Punjab
and Haryana since November 26 last
year over farmers' various demands
including seeking a legal guarantee on
the minimum support price (MSP) for
crops. 

Meet Modi instead of Akal Takht
Jathedar if you want me to end fast

New Delhi, Jan. 10: The Congress party
on Friday reacted to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's “I'm not a god” remark
during a podcast with Zerodha co-founder
Nikhil Kamath. In the over two-hour-long

podcast, which was released on Friday on
YouTube, the Prime Minister said that
everyone makes mistakes, including him.
Recalling a speech he had delivered as chief
minister of Gujarat, Modi told Kamath:
"When I became the chief minister, I gave a
speech in which I said, 'I will not shy away

from hard work' and 'I will not do anything
for myself' and 'I am human who can make
mistakes, but I will never do anything
wrong with bad intentions.' This is my life's
Mantra. Everyone makes mistakes, includ-

ing me. After all, I am a human being, not
some God," Modi said in the podcast.
Reacting to the remarks, Congress MP
Jairam Ramesh said that the statement is
coming from the Prime Minister who had
“proclaimed his non-biological status”
before the 2024 Lok Sabha election.
Ramesh was referring to a remark by
Modi in an interview that he had been
“sent by God”. “This from a man who pro-
claimed his non-biological status just
eight months back. This is clearly damage
control,” Ramesh wrote on X, while shar-
ing a clip of PM Modi's old interview.
"Until my mother was alive, I used to

think I was born biologically. After her
demise, when I look at my experiences, I
am convinced that I was sent by God. This
strength is not from my body. It has been
given to me by God. That's why God also
gave me the ability, strength, pure-hearted-
ness, and inspiration to do this. 

Congress takes dig at PM Modi over ‘I'm not a
God' remark in podcast with Nikhil Kamath
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Air quality in Chennai improved by 43 per cent, says report
KOCHI.People have witnessed many 

tourist locations and monuments in 
Fort Kochi. And many know that 
Kochi decked up for Christmas and 
New Year. What about Kochi at 
night?Food anthropologist Oneal 
Babu’s spook trail through Fort 
Kochi lanes is an interesting 
heritage walk that introduces the 
lore, myths, history and horror 
stories of Kochi to visitors.Oneal 
came across the concept of a 
spooky trail while he was studying 
in Edinburgh, Scotland.“A man 
there used to hold a spooky trail 
with stories of witches and sorcery. 
Many of those lore sounded just 
like Harry Potter,” he recalls.When 
he returned to Fort Kochi, his 
hometown, inspired by the 
Edinburgh spook trail, he set up his 
own night walk, filled with spooky 
tales and history talks. He named 
the initiative Phantasma - Colonial 
Crawlies.“The first edition of 
Phantasma was through Jew Town, 
a lesser-known location in Fort 
Kochi. Since December 2022, I 
have conducted walks through the 
lanes of Jew Town at night. Now, 
this year, I am kicking off the 
second edition, and the centre of the 
stories is  Fort  Kochi,” he 
says.During the day, Kochi is filled 
with tourists, both foreign and 
domestic, and numerous vehicles. 
“One cannot understand or enjoy 
the beauty of this historical town. 
You wouldn’t even see the people 
who live here. And many of the 
visitors come here to enjoy pop 
history,” smiles Oneal. “So, I 
thought of  introducing my 
hometown to the people, without 
distractions of the day.”The walk 
starts at 11pm from Santa Cruz 
Cathedral Basilica and ends at the 
same place. In two hours, Oneal 
will take around 30 people through 
the bylanes of Kochi, less traversed 
by anyone other than locals, and 
reveal the legends he grew up 
hearing. Under the cover of night, 
step by step he will peel a few 
tantalising layers of the enigma that 
is Kochi.At the beginning of the 
walk, Oneal will present every 
walker with a postcard filled with 
riddles. “

At the end of the walk, everyone can 
take a few minutes to solve those,” 
he says. It is his way of introducing 
the real Kochi to people. “This is 
my small attempt at it,” he 
says.Oneal held the first spooky 
trail through Fort Kochi on 
December 13. 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM.  In view 
of  the  heavy  rush  dur ing  the  
Makaravilakku, KSRTC has decided to 
deploy over 800 buses for Sabarimala 
pilgrims.Buses will be pooled from 
different depots for chain services, 
special services and long-distance 
services. The elaborate arrangements 
come in the backdrop of a High Court 
direction to ensure that no pilgrim travels 
standing.A meeting held by the KSRTC 
management evaluated the arrangement 
of buses and their parking causing 
minimal disruption to other pilgrims 
visiting Pampa. There are currently 245 
buses in the Pampa-Nilakkal chain 
service, long-distance services from 
Pampa and parking circular services.In 
addition, 228 buses are also operating 
from various special centres, including 
Pathanamthitta, Chengannur, Kottayam, 
Erumeli, Kumily, Kottarakkara, Punalur 
and Ernakulam.Besides, 400 more buses 
will be brought for special service on 
Makaravilakku day. The buses will be 
arranged for the pilgrims to reach 
Nilakkal after the Makara Jyothi darshan 
on January 14.The officials said that the 
long-distance services and chain services 
from Pampa to Nilakkal will be operated 
only in a controlled manner.

Farewell to years and years of slices of loveSanitation workers boycott work, 
Bhubaneswar cleaning stalled

BBMP fines Rodic Consultants 
for major error in Tunnel Road 
project report

A night walk through the 
spooky lanes of Fort Kochi

BENGALURU.  The Bruhat Bengaluru 
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) and the state 
government have been left red-faced 
following the ‘error’ in the Detailed 
Project Report (DPR) for its ambitious 
Tunnel Road project. Table 15 of the 
Executive Summary on page 29 of the 
DPR has details of cities like Nashik and 
Malegaon in Maharashtra instead of 
Bengaluru.Taking serious note of the 
same, BBMP imposed a penalty of Rs 5 
lakh against New Delhi-based Rodic 
Consultants Limited. Chief engineer, BS 
Prahlad took to X and informed that the 
agency has apologised for the error, which 
he attributed to a compilation mistake. 
“Rodic Consultants Limited has tendered 

its apologies for the mistake. A penalty of 
Rs 5 lakh has been imposed.BBMP looks 
forward to more constructive public 
participation,” he wrote. The mistake 
drew sharp criticism from activists and 
the opposition BJP, who labelled it as 
‘copy paste’ work for a project worth Rs 
9.5 crore.

BHUBANESWAR. Cleanliness activities were crippled 
in the state capital as hundreds of sanitation workers of 
the Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation (BMC) staged 
a mass protest seeking justice for the family of their 
association leader Sahadev Nayak who was brutally 
murdered near Rasulgarh on Wednesday.Boycotting 
street sweeping, door-to-door waste collection and other 
cleaning work, the workers gathered at Sishu Bhawan 
Square and demanded capital punishment for those 
involved in the gruesome murder of their leader in broad 
daylight. “Our protest will continue till justice is 
delivered to Sahadev,” said one of the agitating workers.

The agitation brought city’s sanitation activities to a 
grinding halt, prompting BMC to look for an alternative 
to ensure the ongoing Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) 
was not impacted. A senior officer of BMC said 
demands of the workers were justified but efforts are on 

to ensure sanitation work is not affected by the agitation. 
“Accordingly, alternative arrangements have been made 
for waste collection and disposal in the priority road 
network during the PBD convention,” he added. The 
BMC also urged the sanitary workers to resume their 
work at the earliest.Earlier, mayor Sulochana Das had 
termed Sahadev as a messiah of the sanitation.

conversations here. People like THIRUVANANTHAPURAM.  In the 
Sivaji Ganesan, Gemini Ganesan, past week, a small blackboard 
Sathyan, Sukumari, and writers such appeared in front of Santha Bakery at 
as S K Pottekkatt have also visited Pulimood bearing a poignant note: 
the shop to buy things in the past,” “It’s time to say goodbye. Thank you 
Premnath says.  Santha Bakery was all for everything.”
the first to introduce new tastes to For some, it may seem just a few words 
Thiruvananthapuram, such as the on a board, but to many, it is a farewell 
doughnut in the 1970s, which people to a lifetime of memories. For decades, 
humorously referred to as ‘Inippu this bakery has been a part of their 
vada’ (sweet vada) at the time. They lives, its aroma and warmth a 
also offered hand-kneaded bread, companion in joy. As the shutters fall 
apple cake, and many other firsts.for the final time on Friday, it is not 

As news spreads of Santha Bakery’s just the closing of a bakery shop - it is Office, and banks nearby were the 
impending closure, many of whom have the end of an era, spanning three backbone of our business,” says P M K 
been regulars since their childhood, are generations.For over eight decades, Premnath, the current owner of the 
dropping in to bid farewell.“I have been Santha Bakery has been a part of shop.P M Krishnan, father of Premnath, 
coming here since 1967. The item called Thiruvananthapuram. Whether it was m o v e d  f r o m  T h a l a s s e r y  t o  
‘jam centre’ has been my favourite all the simple everyday bread, the festive Thiruvananthapuram, to establish the 
these years. I know many people come plum cake, or the hot and spicy puffs or Santha Bakery, and continued the legacy 
here just for that. My grandfather, dad, c u t l e t s ,  S a n t h a  B a k e r y  g a v e  of the renowned Mambally family of 
me, and now my children too love it. We Thiruvananthapuram a taste of the best. Thalassery. This family is famous for 
are four generations of ‘jam centre’ Founded in June 1940, this bakery has Bapu, who is credited with creating the 
addicts. been one of the pioneers in bringing in first Christmas cake in India.

So, it is like we are all part of the history of new flavours.  Over the years, Santha Bakery has 
S a n t h a  B a k e r y, ”  n o t e s  J o s e  “After the formation of Kerala state, many become a beloved destination, attracting 
Pottamkulam. He sat on the wooden people from Malabar, who had worked famous personalities who visit to taste its 
stool for one last time before leaving the in the Madras Residency, opted for the special makes.“EMS Namboodiripad, A 
shop“The taste here is of nostalgia,” says Kerala government. Many from Malabar K Gopalan, P Krishna Pillai, and many 
Pradeep Godwin. “I used to come here moved here with families. In the others,  had a close connection to my 
regularly with my father when I was Malabar region, bakery culture had father through their involvement with 
young. Everything, from the bread to the already gained popularity, influenced by the Communist movement, so they 
cakes, was a favourite of mine and my the British. Here too, bakeries were would often drop by. Sometimes, they 
siblings.”becoming popular. The Secretariat, Post would just sit and have friendly 

and police are trying to nab him. drug peddling in Kedarpalli. BHUBANESWAR.  A day after the brutal 
The arrested five, he said, had assembled at Sahadev’s family members murder of sanitary supervisor Sahadev 

Sushant’s house in Dumduma on Tuesday including his wife Sunita met Nayak rocked Bhubaneswar, police on 
evening to hatch a plan to kill Sahadev Mancheswar police on the day and Thursday arrested two more assailants even 
over personal enmity. As part of their plan, alleged that he was killed since he as the victim’s family alleged a bigger brown 
Lipika, Laxmidhar, Rocky and Sushant had confronted drug suppliers in sugar smuggling network was behind the 
intercepted Sahadev near Rasulgarh over- his locality.“Sahadev was against incident.
bridge when he was returning after the brown sugar trade as he was On the day, another couple Laxmi Nayak and 
dropping his daughter at her school.“The concerned about the future of Rakesh Nayak were nabbed in connection 
four attacked Sahadev with two swords youths in the locality. He had even with the crime on the day, taking the total 
and killed him on the spot. They then went confronted some peddlers in the arrests to five. Prime accused Lipika Nayak, 
to Daya river and disposed of the weapons past for selling the contraband,” her husband Laxmidhar Nayak along with an 
along with their clothes. They fled to said the victim’s uncle, Bijay associate Rocky Nayak had been held on 
Lipika’s native village within Sarankul Nayak. Since Sahadev was a Wednesday.Police said the murder was over 
police limits in Nayagarh district,” said p o l i c e  m i t r a  a n d  s h a r e d  previous enmity of Sahadev with the two Municipal Corporation was also a police 
Mishra. information with police, his family suspect a couples and carried out by six persons. volunteer.Even as police stuck to the 

The victim as well as the accused belonged to bigger conspiracy was hatched to eliminate Briefing mediapersons, Bhubaneswar DCP personal enmity angle, the victim’s family 
Kedarpalli slums. Sahadev who was a him as he was opposed to the kingpin of the Pinak Mishra said, one more accused alleged there was a bigger conspiracy to 
sanitary supervisor with the Bhubaneswar drug ring, reportedly a woman.identified as Sushant Nayak is still at large eliminate him as he was strongly opposed to 

KOCHI. Kakkanad, once synonymous with 
everything IT, has in recent years been 
relegated to ‘trash talks’ after a fire at the 
waste treatment plant in Brahmapuram on 
March 2, 2023, left a greater part of Kochi 
gasping for breath for weeks.The incident 
threw light, among many things, on the 
fast-depleting green cover in the city as it 
makes giant strides to become a 
metropolis. Though several ‘band-aid’ 
campaigns have been launched since then, 
the Rajeevani initiative of Rajagiri College 
in Kakkanad deserves special mention.

The programme has seen a section of the 
campus designated as an ‘Oxygen Zone’ in 
2014. Lush with greenery, this space 
improves air quality and enhances the 
overall well-being of the campus 
community.“It was Fr A J Saviance’s vision 
that helped shape this project,” says 
Lakshmi K Raghavan, a Rajagiri faculty 
member.“Every year, we introduce new 
initiatives to further augment this 
programme. Now, it is spearheaded by the 
college’s Nature Club.”“The Oxygen Zone 
also comprises Rajeevanam, an eco-
friendly herbal orchard with ayurvedic 
medicinal plants. 

There are 284 plant varieties here, including 
28 found on the IUCN Red List and 
cons idered  endangered ,  such as  
rudraksham,” says Annu James, a faculty 
member and coordinator of Nature Club.In 
addition, there are 130 mahogany and 100 
mango trees, a ‘pachakkari thottam’, a fruit 
garden, and a special section called 
Nakshatravanam (star forest) wherein 
specific trees co-relating with the 27 birth 
stars as per Indian astrology are planted.

The initiatives undertaken by the students 
include mil let  farming,  creat ing 
biodiversity and fauna registers, and 
organising sapling distribution to nearby 
neighbourhoods.

BENGALURU.  While toilets are considered a ground reality. “The availability of toilet also questioned the government of why it 
basic necessity, more than 3,580 government facilities is far worse than what the report makes improvements in urban areas 
schools in Karnataka lack functional toilets indicates. The actual numbers are likely three to alone.Sharma said that during every child rights 
while nearly 4,000 schools do not have hand four times more,” he lamented.Providing basic Gram Sabha, the first demand raised is always 
wash facilities.The sorry state of government facilities like functional toilets and drinking for proper, functional toilets. “Why is the 
schools, which reflects on lack of functional water are fundamental development rights, but government turning a deaf ear to such a basic 
toilets in 2,648 boys’ or co-educational schools development rights require adequate and urgent need?” he questioned.He called this 
and 937 girls’ or co-educational schools, was funding—something the state government not just a severe violation of the RTE Act, but 
highlighted in the recently released Unified seems unwilling to prioritise, he said.Prof also a betrayal of every child in government 
District Information System for Education Niranjanaradhya stressed that the Right to schools. “
(UDISE) 2023-24 report, highlighting a glaring Education (RTE) Act, which mandates these These reports expose the truth, yet the 
neglect of basic infrastructure in the state’s facilities, has been in place since 2010. government refuses to act on them. How long 
education system. “Fifteen years later, in 2025, if the government will they continue to ignore these findings?” he 

Experts question what is stopping the government still cannot fulfil these bare minimum asked.Nagasimha G Rao, director of Child 
from providing basic facilities in schools and standards, what hope do we have for achieving Rights Trust, criticised the government, for 
argue that the government must halt its focus on anything beyond this?” he questioned.Child claiming to work for children, asking, “Where 
promoting modern practices in schools and rights activist Vasudev Sharma highlighted the is the proof of this? Such figures only highlight 
universities until it fixes these critical dire state of washrooms, particularly in rural the blatant neglect.”Rao said that the 
infrastructure issues in  government  areas. He noted that many do not have running government should examine the figures and 
schools.Development Educationist Professor water, lack proper latches, or are located at identify where the gaps are being ignored. It 
Niranjanaradhya stated that the figures are inconvenient distances, making them must ensure that basic facilities are provided, 
‘underestimated’ and fail to represent the inaccessible and unsafe for children. Further, he creating an environment.

CHENNAI. Chennai may have made progress 
in its fight against air pollution, as per an 
analysis by environmental think tank 
EnviroCatalysts. The report states that the 
city’s annual average PM2.5 levels have 
dropped from 49 μg/m3 in 2017, the baseline 
year for the National Clean Air Programme 
(NCAP), to 28 μg/m3 in 2024, marking a 43% 
improvement in air quality. However, 
insufficient monitoring stations and data gaps 
continue to raise concerns.Ideally, a city of 
Chennai’s size should have 30 continuous 
ambient air quality monitoring stations 
(CAAQMS). However, it currently has only 
nine. Only seven of these nine stations had data 
for the full year of 2024. The remaining two in 
Ennore and Manali, both industrial regions, 
didn’t have data for nine and seven months 
respectively.The analysis also reveals uneven 
progress across Chennai’s neighbourhoods. 
Alandur Bus Depot reported the highest annual 
PM2.5 concentration at 45 μg/m3, while since the number of CAAQMS are less targets.quality targets.Prabhakaran Veerarasu 
Kodungaiyur recorded the lowest at 13 μg/m3. compared to other metro cities. But given the of Poovulagin Nanbargal, however, warned 
Four stations reported concentrations at or challenges posed by industrial emissions, against removing Chennai from the NCAP list, 
below 25 μg/m3, meeting India’s National vehicular pollution, and high levels of fuel arguing that doing so could disrupt the flow of 
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), combustion, these results are remarkable, and resources critical for further improvement, 
which set the annual PM2.5 limit at 40 being a coastal city helps as pollutants get such as air quality monitoring infrastructure 
μg/m3.With this, however, Chennai has dispersed quickly.” Dahiya pointed out that and pollution control initiatives.Prabhakaran 
achieved the NCAP’s set goal of reducing cities like Delhi, which struggle with annual said the government must continue financing 
pollution levels by 40% by 2024. PM2.5 levels nearing 100 μg/m3, can learn air quality management programmes and 

 Experts believe the city must now target WHO’s from Chennai’s efforts..He added that better expand the network of monitoring stations to 
interim standard of 15 μg/m3 and eventually progress could be achieved through stricter ensure comprehensive and accurate data 
strive for the guideline value of 5 μg/m3 to industrial emission standards, modernisation collection. He highlighted Chennai’s unique 
ensure healthier air for its residents.Sunil of public transportation, and a transition away opportunity to become the first Indian city to 
Dahiya, founder of EnviroCatalysts, said, “No from fossil fuels in the energy and transport meet WHO air quality guidelines by 2030, 
doubt Chennai has made some progress, but sectors. These measures could help Chennai given its geographical advantages and current 
these numbers do not represent the entire city meet WHO’s interim and long-term air quality progress.

Rajagiri’s green zone is so much 
more!

KSRTC to deploy 800 buses 
during Makaravilakku

3,580 govt schools in Karnataka lack functional loos: Report

Two more held in BMC staff killing, drug cartel angle emerges
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New Delhi. A fire
broke out at the Godavari
Hostel in Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU)
on Friday. No one was
hurt in the incident.
Videos shared by the JNU
Students' Union showed
flames and smoke emanat-
ing from an electrical
panel board. According to

Delhi Fire Services offi-
cials, the fire started in an
airconditioning unit. A uni-
versity official stated that
the situation was quickly
brought under control.
"The incident occurred
due to a short circuit on
the third floor, caused by
an overload from the use
of heaters by residents,"
the official said. JNUSU

president Dhananjay, in a
post on X, criticised the
university's safety stan-
dards. "The fire in
Godavari Hostel high-
lights the poor safety
measures in JNU hostels.
The administration and
vice-chancellor have put

students' lives at risk," he
wrote. He added, "JNUSU
has consistently voiced
concerns to the adminis-
tration about the safety
and renovation of hostels.
However, response has
been that a lack of govt
funding prevents any
action."

Fire reported in JNU hostel, nobody hurt

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Mohammad Naseem S/o Mohammad
Iliyas R/o H.No-2165, Ground Floor,
Mehar Parwar Street, Kucha Chelan,
New Delhi, Daryaganj, Central Delhi,
Delhi-110002 declare that name of
mine and my father has been wrongly
written as Md Naseem and Iliyas in my
10th and 12th Class Educational
Documents. The actual name of mine
and my father are Mohammad
Naseem and Mohammad Iliyas.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General
Public on behalf of our client that Mr.
Rojudin is claiming to be the owner of
Residential Plot of Land area measur-
ing 50 sq. yds., out of Khasra No. 856,
situated at Royal City Phase-III, in the
area of Village Loni, Chakbandi area,
Paragana and Tehsil Loni, District
Ghaziabad, U. P., vide a Sale Deed
dated 05.04.2024, executed by Mr.
Hafiz Farman, duly registered with
SRO Loni II Ghaziabad, as Document
No. 6394. All persons are hereby
informed that above mentioned owner
wants to sell the said property to a per-
son who intends to obtain loan from
our client against the said property, if
anybody has any objection/s upon the
ownership of above owner over the
said floor, its sale/mortgage/litigation,
and any other objections, kindly inform
the undersigned in writing on the
below mentioned address within 07
days of the present.

Kumar & Associates
(Advocates & Consultants)

200, Second Floor, 23, Shivaji Marg, 
Moti Nagar, New Delhi - 15 

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Jagga Singh S/o Mithu Singh R/o
Village Dhaula, Po Dhaula, Teh Tapa,
Distt Barnala, Punjab, Pin-148107. I
have Changed the Name of My
Daughter Muskan Aged 18 Years and
She Shall hereafter be known as
Muskan Kaur. My Daughter Correct
Name is Muskan Kaur for all future
Purposes. Muskan and Muskan Kaur
both are one and Same Person.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Jagdish Singh S/o Bhag Singh R/o
Village Nardu, Po Nardu, Teh Rajpura,
Distt Patiala, Punjab, Pin-14070, I
have changed the Name of My
Mother Swarna Devi Aged 73 Years
and She Shall hereafter be Known as
Swaran Kaur, My Mother Correct
Name is Swaran Kaur for all future
purposes. Swarna Devi and Swaran
Kaur both are one and same person.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed that, my clients
Dinu S/o  Chav Khan, and Smt. Mobina
W/o Dinu R/o 156, Eidga Wali Gali,
Chandan Hola, South Delhi, Delhi-
110074  have severed all their relations
with their son Asif and  disowned him
from all moveable and immovable
assets due to his misconduct and inap-
propriate behaviour and bad habits and
have broken all their relations with him.
Anybody dealing with him in present
and future  shall  be liable on their own
risk and my clients will not be responsi-
ble for any act or deed.

S. Firoz (Advocate)
Chamber No. 352 Saket Courts 

New Delhi-110017

NAME CHANGE
I, Shankar Prasad S/O Tejbahadur R/O
Vill-Sirsa, Greater Noida, Gautam
Budha Nagar, UP - 201308 Have
Changed my name to Shanker Prasad
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I SANJAY S/O GOPAL SWAROOP
YADAV R/O RZ-40 GALI NO-1 VEER
NAGAR WEST SAGARPUR DELHI
110046 HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO SANJAY SWAROOP YADAV.

NAME CHANGE
I Surendra Kumar Vats S/O Radhelal
R/O Ward Number 20, BRAHAMPUR
Dadri, Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh- 203207, have changed the
name of my minor daughter Mitanshi
aged 17 years and she shall hereafter
be known as HARSHITA VATS.

NAME CHANGE
I, Roop Kishor Sharma S/O Chandra
Pal Sharma R/O Mouhalla Chhapaiti
Pahasu (Dehat) Bulandshahar, Uttar
Pradesh 202396 Have Changed my
name to Roop Kumar Sharma for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHABINA NAZ daughter of AHSAN
residing at HOUSE NO-S-10/D, 10B,
FLATNO-2 GF JOGABAI EXTN, JAMIA
NAGAR, OKHLA, DELHI-110025  have
changed my name to SHABEENA
NAAZ for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHASHI DEVI Mother of No-
3011585F Rank-HAV Name-ANKIT
KUMAR SHARMA Presently residing
at VILL-KAMOTHA, PO-GURAOLI,
TEH-SIYANA, DIST-BULAND-
SHAHR, UTTAR PRADESH-202394
have changed my name from SHASHI
DEVI to SHASHI for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 10/01/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANDHYA Wife of No. 14831410P
Rank-HAV/MT Name-DESAI AMAR
BAPU RAO Presently residing at
VPO-KOOR, TEH-BHUDARGAD,
DIST-KOLHAPUR, MAHARASHTRA-
416209 have changed my name from
SANDHYA to SANDHYA AMAR
DESAI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 10/01/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ramawatar S/o Lakhi Chand R/o
Village-Abhaypur, Abhepur(173),
Damdama, Gurgaon, Haryana-122102
Have Changed My Name To Ram Avtar
For All Future Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mahesh Kumar S/o Mohan Lal Jain
R/o H-402, Microtek Greenburg, Sector-
86, Nakhrola, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122004 Have Changed My Name To
Mahesh Jain For All Future Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 14830861H Rank-HAV/MT
Name-SUNEEL KUSHWAH S/o RAM
SINGH KUSHWAH Presently residing
at 737, SHRI GANESH COLONY,
KHARGESHWAR MANDIR ROAD,
PO-LOHA MANDI, TEH+DIST-
GWALIOR, MADHYA PRADESH-
474003, have changed my daughter’s
name from PRAHATI KUSHWAH to
PRAGATI KUSHWAH for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 10/01/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 14830861H Rank-HAV/MT
Name-SUNEEL KUSHWAH S/o RAM
SINGH KUSHWAH Presently residing
at 737, SHRI GANESH COLONY,
KHARGESHWAR MANDIR ROAD,
PO-LOHA MANDI, TEH+DIST-
GWALIOR, MADHYA PRADESH-
474003, have changed my daughter’s
name from ASHIQUI to ASHIQUI
KUSHWAH for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 10/01/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 14830861H Rank-HAV/MT
Name-SUNEEL KUSHWAH S/o RAM
SINGH KUSHWAH Presently residing
at 737, SHRI GANESH COLONY,
KHARGESHWAR MANDIR ROAD,
PO-LOHA MANDI, TEH+DIST-
GWALIOR, MADHYA PRADESH-
474003, have changed my mother’s
name from SHEELA to SHEELA
KUSHWAH for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 10/01/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 2897833Y, Rank-HAV Name-
RAVINDRA KUMAR R/O VILL-VIJAY
PURA, PO-GEJERAHA, TEHSIL-
MEHGAON, DIST-BHIND, MADHYA
PRADESH-477557, have changed
my father’s name from SUDAMA
SINGH to SUDAMA SINGH
NARVERYA for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 10/01/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Janaprakalya D/O S K Velusshami
R/O Flat NO-405, KL House, NR-27
Nathupur road, Sector-24, DLF Phase
3, Gurgaon, Haryana - 122101 Have
Changed my name to Janaprakalya
Velusshami for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 2897833Y, Rank-HAV Name-
RAVINDRA KUMAR R/O VILL-VIJAY
PURA, PO-GEJERAHA, TEHSIL-
MEHGAON, DIST-BHIND, MADHYA
PRADESH-477557 have changed my
mother’s name from DAKHSHRI DEVI
to DAKH SHRI NARVERYA for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
10/01/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, BABI DEVI Wife of No-2897824X
Rank-HAV Name-SATYAPAL SINGH,
residing at VILL-TAHARPUR, PO-
KHUDAGANJ, TILHAR, DIST-SHAH-
JAHANPUR, UTTAR PRADESH-
242305, in my husband’s service
records my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/07/1981 instead of my cor-
rect date of birth as 08/01/1983 vide
Affidavit dated 10/01/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, SURJA DEVI Mother of No-
2897824X Rank HAV Name SATYA-
PAL SINGH, residing at VILL-
TAHARPUR, PO-KHUDAGANJ,
TILHAR, DIST-SHAHJAHANPUR,
UTTAR PRADESH-242305, in my
son’s service records my date of birth
wrongly mentioned as 01/07/1956
instead of my correct date of birth as
01/01/1954 vide Affidavit dated
10/01/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-2897779W Rank-HAV, Name-
SATYAVIR SINGH SM S/o SHIVRAM
SINGH residing at VILL-BHARTIYA,
TEHSIL- MAHWAN, DIST-MATHURA,
UTTAR PRADESH-281302 have
changed my mother’s name from
ANGURI DEVI to ANGOORI for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
10/01/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ranjeet Singh  S/0, Shri Sadan
Singh. R/o. H-122, Gali no.6, KUN-
WAR SINGH NAGAR, NANGLOI,
Outer Delhi, 110041, Delhi, INDIA,
have changed my name to Ranjeet
Singh Bahadur for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Jitender S/o Jagdish Mahandiratta R/o
10A, Bank Colony, Sector-7, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001, Have Changed My
Name To Jitender Mehandiratta S/o  Jagdish
Mehandiratta For All Future Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Manoj Kumar S/o Sunder Lal R/o H.No-
151, Gali No-2, Near Maruti Kunj, Shyam
Kunj, Bhondsi, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122102 Have Changed My Name To
Manoj Sharma For All Future Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I RAKESH KUMAR S/O SANWAR-
MAL AGGARWAL R/O K-2/27A KRIS-
HAN VIHAR NORTH WEST DELHI
*110086* HAVE CHANGED MYNAME
TO RAKESH KUMAR AGGARWAL,

NAME CHANGE
I, No-2897930W Rank-HAV, Name-
ARUN SINGH BHADAURIAresiding at
155 VILL-RANIPURA, PO-BARHI,
TEHSIL-ATER, DIST-BHIND, MAD-
HYAPRADESH-477566 have changed
my father’s name from RAM PARKASH
SINGH BHADAURIA to RAM-
PRAKASH SINGH BHADORIYA for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
10/01/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 14852376N Rank-HAV/CLK
Name-SWARNENDU SAHA S/o Late
MEGHNATH SAHA Presently residing
at VPO-SAKTINAGAR, TEH-KRISH-
NAGAR, DIST-NADIA, WEST BEN-
GAL-741102 have changed my moth-
er’s name from SARASWATI SAHA to
SARASWATI ROY SAHA for all future
purposes vide Affidavit dated
10/01/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 14879531N Rank-SEP/MT
Name-MUKESH KUMAR YADAV S/o
RAMBALI YADAV Presently residing at
VPO-RAUTPAR AMETHIA, TEH-
SALEMPUR, DIST-DEORIA, UTTAR
PRADESH-274502 have changed my
mother’s name from RAMAVATI YADAV
to RAMAVTI DEVI for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 10/01/2025 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, KAILASHI DEVI Mother of No.
15723813F Rank-HAV Name-VIKAS
KUMAR residing at VILL-GHANG-
HAULI, PO-JAIDPURA, DISTT-ALI-
GARH, U.P-202165, have changed my
name from KAILASHI DEVI to
KELASHI DEVI for all future purposes
and in my son’s service records my date
of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1955 instead of my correct date of
birth as 01/01/1955 vide Affidavit dated
10/01/2025 before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, UMER JEELANIE  S/O GH JEE-
LANIE BANDAY residence of 102 3/19
SULHAKULVIHAR KAKROLADWAR-
KA DELHI-110078  have changed my
name to UMER JEELANIE BANDAY
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, KUMARI KHUSHI Daughter of No.
2895147M Rank- HAV, Name-
DHIRENDRA SINGH residing at 35
SHANI MANDIR GALI, KOYLA
NAGAR, KIDWAI NAGAR, KANPUR
NAGAR, UTTAR PRADESH-208011,
have changed my name from KUMARI
KHUSHI to KHUSHI SINGH for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
10/01/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, PURUSHOTTAM SINGH Father of
No. 2895147M Rank- HAV, Name-
DHIRENDRASINGH Presently residing
at VPO-MANETHU, DISTT-KANPUR
DEHAT, UTTAR PRADESH-209121, in
my son’s service records my date of birth
wrongly mentioned as 01/07/1954
instead of my correct date of birth as
05/09/1945 vide Affidavit dated
10/01/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Uma Shanker Prasad S/O Vishwanath
Prasad R/O Purani Gudari Ward no-09,
Bhurali, Bhawani mandir bettiah West
Champaran, Bihar - 845438 have
changed my name to Uma Shankar
Prasad for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sarbjeet Singh S/o Sh. Nirmal Singh
R/o Village - Ikolaha, Tehsil - Khanna,
District - Ludhiana, Punjab 141401, in
my Service record some documents my
mother name is wrongly written as
Surinder Kaur. but my mother correct
name is Shinder Kaur for all future pur-
poses. Surinder Kaur & Shinder Kaur
both are one and same person.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-14849439A, Rank-NK, Name-
NAJIMUDDIN SK S/o NABIRULLA SK
Presently residing at VPO-UTTAR
BAHIRGACHHI, TEH-BETHUDAHARI,
DIST-NADIA, WEST BENGAL-741126
have changed my mother’s name from
ANOWARA BIBI to ANU BIBI for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
10/01/2025 before Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general public
at large that our client Mrs. Binny
Verma is the owner of Freehold
Residential Plot bearing No. 1/3212
and Old Plot No. 603/2 K/3A, area
measuring 113.11 sq. yds., out of
Khasra No. 109min, situated in the
area of Village Chandrawali alias
Shahdara, in the abadi of Near Jain
Mandir Wali Gali, Main Mandoli Road,
Ram Nagar, now known as Ram
Nagar Extn., Illaqa Shahdara, Delhi-
110032. By virtue of Gift Deed dated
13.11.2024, duly registered with SRO
IV A Shahdara, as Document No.
2024/23/I/8906, Book No. 1, Volume
No. 5700, on Pages 25-44, on
13.11.2024.in the Chain Documents
below mentioned documents not
available i.e. SMC of Late Mrs. Savitri
Devi died on 02.08.2019, now our
client is declaring that any other
Person does not have any right over
the said property, which is going to be
financed by DCB Bank Ltd. Branch:
Karol Bagh New Delhi.     If any per-
son(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the` right, title
or interest in the Said Property then
contact us within 15 days from the
date of Publication of this notice and
or the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no claim
shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Mr. Ajay Khatri
who is purchasing First floor, admea-
suring 157 Sq. yards built on
Property no. 888/2-A, old Khasra no.
1665 and new Khasra no. 1151/3Min,
situated at Lal Dora abadi of village
Mehrauli, Tehsil Hauz Khas,
Mehrauli, new Delhi- 110030 from Mr.
Yashpal Khattar who is the owner of
the abovementioned property vide
General Power of Attorney,
Agreement to Sell & WILL dated
15.10.1981 and intend to get the
financial assistance from Motilal
Oswal Home Finance Limited. If
any person(s) /Institution has/have
any objection(s) or claim(s) with
respect to the right, title or interest in
the said property may please contact
us within 07 days from the date of this
notice on the address mentioned
herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsible
in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan (Advocate)
A-38 Kailash Colony, 

New Delhi-110048, 
Ph. No: 011-49774545NAME CHANGE

I, Parveen kumar S/o Babu Lal resi-
dent of H. No. 141, Saini Nagar
Rasulpur Road Palwal-121102 have
changed my name to Parveen
kumar Goyal S/o Babu Lal for all
future purposes.







EDITORIAL 6

eligibility dilutes the academic integrity of university The University Grants Commission (UGC) Draft 
leadership. While the draft abolishes the outdated Regulations 2025, released on Monday for public 
quantitative Academic Performance Indicator (API) feedback, herald significant changes in higher education. 
system, replacing it with qualitative assessments, the While touted as reforms aligned with the National 
implementation remains opaque. Criteria such as Education Policy (NEP) 2020, several provisions appear 
innovation, societal contributions and digital content to dilute academic standards and invite undue 
creation are commendable but lack clear evaluation politicisation into university administration. Most 
mechanisms, opening the door for favouritism.troubling is the removal of restrictions on contract 

teaching appointments. Under the previous guidelines, It is argued that these changes will foster flexibility and 
such appointments were capped at 10 per cent of an inclusivity, yet the draft’s rushed timeline for 
institution’s total faculty. The removal of this cap risks feedback — 30 days — raises concerns about genuine 
turning critical academic positions into temporary, cost- stakeholder engagement. Such sweeping reforms 
cutting measures that prioritise convenience over quality. demand careful deliberation to safeguard academia 
Contract positions, while expedient, undermine long- from being reduced to a political battleground or a 
term institutional stability and the career prospects of the marketplace for short-term contracts. India’s higher 
faculty.Equally contentious is the restructuring of vice- education institutions are pillars of intellectual and 

opening VC positions to industry experts and public 
chancellor (VC) appointments. By granting chancellors cultural progress. The UGC must ensure that reforms 

sector professionals, while potentially bringing fresh 
— often state governors — the authority to appoint search strengthen, rather than erode, their academic foundations. 

perspectives, risks sidelining academics who understand 
committees, the draft centralises power in a manner that Anything less risks undermining the very purpose of 

the nuances of higher education. This redefinition of 
could compromise university autonomy. Moreover, education.

The pitfalls of  
elevating CDS to five-

star rank

Perils of a Chinese mega dam

geopolitical landscape, these dependencies have creating individual partnerships to secure the supply in the emerging world order. And yet in terms of each European Union (EU) has turned the spotlight on its 
become vulnerabilities, threatening the security and chain of key technologies”. component of this policy, India could be a significant readiness to adapt and succeed in a world already in 
autonomy of Europe. These challenges are Why is it important to study this report and follow its partner. There could be partnerships in building up the throes of unprecedented and wide-ranging 
compounded by demographic decline, which implementation?One, India has all along seen an stockpiles of critical minerals or in scaling up clean-change. It commissioned a former president of the 
immigration is not able to offset. In any event, integrated Europe as a potential and relatively tech. The Global Capability Centre model could European Central Bank, Mario Draghi, to prepare a 
immigration is politically toxic. autonomous pole in its preferred multi-polar world work with European entities as well as it has with the comprehensive report on ‘The Future of European 

The report focusses mainly on how the EU compares order. A powerful Europe, exercising relatively US.Three, in clean-tech, India has ambitious plans Competitiveness’, which was released in September 
with the US and China in respect to various for scaling up its renewable energy 2024. Its Part A is a summary, while there is a 
metrics of development, but centred on sector, including a future hydrogen detailed Part B running into more than 320 pages. I 
technology as its key driver. Draghi says that EU economy. In addition to its strengths in have read Part A and my comments are based on that 
has missed the digital revolution and is falling clean-tech, the EU has a significant document. It is for our accomplished economists to 
behind in artificial intelligence. It has maintained electrolyser industry that could boost read and digest the longer document, which contains 
its lead in clean-tech, but China’s challenge is this potential energy source of the rigorous analysis based on detailed data.
unrelenting. It is interesting that Draghi proposes future.The Draghi report could be the In presenting the document to the European 
a possible trade-off in this sector: “China may basis for working together with the EU Commission, Draghi explained the backdrop to its 
offer the cheapest and most efficient route to to identify areas where synergy is preparation: “The starting point is that Europe is 
meeting our decarbonisation targets. But China’s possible, benefiting both sides.For facing a world undergoing dramatic change. World 
state-sponsored competition also represents a India, Europe will remain a significant trade is slowing, geopolitics is fracturing and 
threat to our productive clean-tech and source of both technology and capital technological change is accelerating. It is a world 
automotive industries.” as it pursues higher but quality growth. where long-established business models are being 

It should come as no surprise that Draghi urges If a trade-off to dependence on China is challenged and where some key economic 
much closer integration among the EU countries an option, surely India can offer that dependencies are suddenly turning into 
to enable the scale required to compete with the trade-off.vulnerabilities.”These words well define the 
US and China. Financing of larger projects would Finally, I think India should undertake its challenges that India, too, confronts today. The 
be facilitated by a Capital Union and the setting own economic strategy exercise on the election of Donald Trump as US President has 
up of a Banking Union. He proposes an industrial lines of the Draghi report. We need a heightened these risks significantly.

independent agency in world affairs, would be a 
policy that is aligned with the EU’s ambitious critical evaluation of our current economic and Draghi is brutal in his diagnosis of why Europe, 

better prospect for India than a bipolar world 
climate targets and much greater investment in market strategies to determine whether they are despite its advanced economy, intellectual capital 

dominated by the US and China. There would be a 
research and development. aligned to the nature and scale of challenges that we and sophisticated finance and banking sectors, is 

strong incentive for India and the EU to work closely 
What is more relevant for countries that are will confront, just as the EU will. One should falling relentlessly behind the US and China. It 

together to sustain multi-polarity.
international partners of the EU is the advocacy of a assemble some of our best economists and diplomats suffers from an innovation gap, it no longer leads in 

Two, how can India locate itself as a key component in 
“genuine EU foreign economic policy”. This would to work on our own “foreign economic policy”. cutting-edge technologies and is dependent on 

the “foreign economic policy” proposed by Draghi? 
include “coordinating preferential trade agreements Flying blind in the gathering storm may stall India’s critical minerals and inputs from a relatively small 

India does not figure at all in the report. It is not seen 
and direct investment with resource-rich nations, growth story and, in the process, increase our number of source countries, with which the EU is 

as a possible partner in the EU’s quest to stay relevant 
building up stockpiles in selected critical areas and geopolitical vulnerabilities.“not strategically aligned”.In a contested 

Politicising Vcs

An incipient debate is underway in defence and 
security circles on further streamlining the stature 
and responsibilities of the Chief of Defence Staff 
(CDS). The CDS was first appointed five years 
ago to construct jointness and integration amongst 
the armed forces.One of these deliberations 
centres on whether the CDS should be accorded 
the rank of a five-star officer to elevate his 
authority and reinforce his role at the apex of 
India's military hierarchy. The current CDS, 
General Anil Chauhan, and Gen Bipin Rawat 
before him were four-star appointees — like the 
three service chiefs. Proposals to upgrade the rank 
are aimed at enhancing its operational clout and 
aligning its standing with international practices.

India has traditionally reserved five-star ranks for 
those who have rendered extraordinary military 
service, like Field Marshals Sam Manekshaw and 
KM Cariappa and Marshal of the Air Force Arjan 
Singh. Consequently, a cross-section of service 
veterans argues that bestowing such an elevated 
status upon a CDS might just end up 'diluting' its 
exclusivity during peacetime. But the possibility 
of such an event transpiring anyhow augurs a mix 
of opportunities, challenges and many 
implications for the armed forces and civil-
military ties.The CDS' position came into being 
nearly two decades after the Kargil Review 
Committee recommendations, which emphasised 
the need for a single-point military adviser to the 
government and to forge military 'jointness'. The 
CDS also doubles as the Permanent Chairman of 
the Chiefs of Staff Committee in addition to 
heading the Department of Military Affairs, 
established under the Ministry of Defence (MoD). 
Additionally, he executes numerous other tasks, 
like force modernisation and prioritising materiel 
purchases.However, despite these myriad 
responsibilities, the CDS is equal in rank to the 
service chiefs, albeit deemed the first among 
equals. Many insiders believe that this creates 
internal and, at times, antagonistic ambiguities in 
his authority.Hence, elevating him to a five-star 
rank could provide the CDS overarching clout to 
enforce decisions across the services and augment 
his capacity to ensure smoother execution of joint 
operations and reforms, particularly in the 
ongoing endeavour of establishing Integrated 
Theatre Commands (ITCs). The inference is that 
as a five-star officer, he could mitigate inter-
service rivalries and be an effective interlocutor 
between the armed forces and political leadership, 
ensuring that military advice featured adequately 
in governmental strategic decisions.But such an 
elevation is not without complications and the 
potential of disrupting delicate service hierarches, 
which are still in the process of familiarising 
themselves with a CDS. Perforce, it would 
generate further trepidation among the three 
service chiefs. They would perceive it as a further 
diminishment of their long-established autonomy, 
which, in any event, was likely to be notably 
reduced merely to recruiting and training of 
manpower and providing logistic support under 
the proposed ITC model, at present under 
governmental review.Consequently, many 
veterans, fearful of a rupture in inter-service 
cooperation, maintain that the challenge in this 
regard lies in ensuring that a higher ranked CDS 
does not morph into 'over-centralisation' of power, 
thereby endangering collaborative decision-
making. Many argue that this needs political 
oversight and sagacity on the part of both the 
government and Opposition, which though 
presently non-existent, could emerge in the future 
with tactful management.Critics of creating a five-
star CDS argue that such an elevated rank would 
largely be symbolic and in no way enhance his 
operational effectiveness. This, in any case, would 
be managed by ITC heads, who, too, are expected 
to be four-star officers. The naysayers also 
contend that the CDS' ability to institute reforms 
and foster integration depends less on his stars and 
more on institutional support, consensus-building, 
resource allocation and political will. And, though 
a five-star designation would add lustre to the post, 
it could also detract focus from the substantive 
challenges of swift modernisation that confronts 
India's military.

smaller hydropower projects in the upper reaches of larger, even if we do not talk of weaponisation of XINHUA reported on December 25 that the Chinese 
the Mekong (called Lancang in that country) and its stored waters, as some experts are doing.It is with Government had approved the largest-ever 
cascade operations are leading to irregular patient diplomacy that we have been able to put in hydropower project in the lower reaches of the 
fluctuations, drying out of certain areas, declining place limited collaborative arrangements with Yarlung Tsangpo river in Tibet. This announcement, 
fish catches and the loss of access to fertile sediment Beij ing,  including three memoranda of reportedly made without informing India, a lower 
deposits in the Lower Mekong Basin, affecting understanding (MoUs) on the provision of monsoon riparian state, is a reminder of the complexity of 
riparian residents in Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, season data by China for the Brahmaputra, on rebuilding relations with the northern neighbour.The 
Cambodia and Vietnam. This presages foreseen and monsoon season data for the Sutlej (signed after the proposed project, under preparation for several 
unforeseen consequences of the proposed dam for Parechu scare) and on “strengthening cooperation years and closely tracked by India, has major 
India and Bangladesh. on trans-border rivers”. The first two MoUs are negative implications for India. As an upper riparian 

renewed every five years and have now lapsed. No state, China has an unfortunate record of reluctance Equally, there will be an ever-present danger of 
project has been possible under the umbrella MoU. to cooperate, show transparency and safeguard disasters linked to this humongous project 
The Chinese are niggardly in extending cooperation, interests of downstream states, as it is obliged to do. undertaken in an ecologically fragile and 

not even agreeing to provide lean We have, therefore, another major irritant 
season data, let alone discussing emerging  in  an  a l ready  d i ff icu l t  
broader cooperation like sharing of relationship.Xinhua lauded the venture as a 
waters of trans-border rivers.A “green project” without offering details. 
similar approach characterises However, a report in Hong Kong-based 
China’s dealings on trans-border South China Morning Post (SCMP) said the 
rivers with other neighbours. It total investment in the dam could exceed 1 
takes full advantage of its status as trillion yuan ($137 billion). It is expected to 
a predominantly upper riparian generate nearly 300 billion kilowatt-hours 
s t a t e  v i s - à - v i s  i t s  c o -(kWh) of electricity annually, more than 
riparians.Neither China nor India is thrice the designed capacity (88.2 billion 
a signatory to the United Nations kWh) of the Three Gorges Dam in China, 
Convention on the Law of the Non-presently the largest in the world.
Navigational Uses of International According to the SCMP report, this would be 
Watercourses (1997). However, the world’s largest infrastructure project and 
two key principles of the involve drilling four to six 20-km tunnels and 
Convention — “equitable and diversion of half the river’s flow. Yet, the 
reasonable utilisation” of shared Chinese Foreign Office spokesperson 
waters and the “obligation not to claimed that it would have no negative 
cause significant harm” to impact on downstream countries (India and 
downstream states — have broad Bangladesh)!The proposed project is likely earthquake-prone geography. Even if there is no 

relevance. India has been a responsible upper to be at a site in the Big Bend area of the Yarlung damage to the dam by an earthquake, large-scale 
riparian state, even providing generous terms to Tsangpo, where the river takes a U-turn and enters diversion and impounding of waters will affect 
Pakistan under the Indus Waters Treaty despite India just over 20 km downstream. The adverse ecosystems and biodiversity downstream. This 
troubled bilateral relations. Unfortunately, the same consequences of the project for us will manifest in writer recalls emergency management by a group 
cannot be said of China.many ways. It will disrupt water flows in the Siang, headed by the Cabinet Secretary when an artificial 

A spokesperson for the Ministry of External Affairs as the river is called after entering India and is the lake had formed in 2004 on the Parechu river, a 
remarked on January 3, “As a lower riparian state main channel of the Brahmaputra river system. tributary of the Sutlej, in Tibet.
with established user rights to the waters of the river, According to an Assam Government website, the Given the relatively good relations with China at that 
we have consistently expressed, through expert level catchment area of the Brahmaputra is 2,93,000 sq time, we could get advance notice and data, 
as well as diplomatic channels, our views and km in Tibet; 2,40,000 sq km in India and Bhutan; and augmented by information generated by our 
concerns to the Chinese side over mega projects on 47,000 sq km in Bangladesh. The bulk of the waters geospatial resources and other means. The lake did 
rivers in their territory. These have been reiterated of the river flowing in India are generated within our not burst before freezing over, and drained partly the 
along with the need for transparency and territory, but this mega project will significantly next year with only limited damage downstream in 
consultation with downstream countries following impact the river flows and consequently, livelihoods India due to preventive measures. Risks stemming 
the latest report.”of residents downstream.China’s development of from the planned project will be exponentially 

India must seek suspension of work until there is mutual understanding about the project

A call for vigilance, not panic

Editorial

We should assemble our best economists & diplomats to work on our ‘foreign economic policy’

India needs its own Draghi report
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