
RNI NO. DELENG/2008/25465Vol. 16 No. 201 12 pagesNew Delhi, Monday, 2 December 2024

National Daily
The Sikh Times

9654077232 3sikhtimesindia@gmail.com

Delhi, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab,

Chandigarh, Himachal
and Jammu

PUBLISHED FROM
VISIT: 

www.thesikhtimes.in
Email:sikhtimesindia@gmail.com

facebook.com/
thesikhtimes

@thesikhtimes instagram.com/
qaumipatrika

'Madam is busy': When Sonia kept 
Najma Heptulla waiting for an hour

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Dec 01: After being elected presi-

dent of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU) in 1999, Najma Heptulla rang up the
then Congress chief Sonia Gandhi from
Berlin to convey the news but had to hold
the phone line for an hour as a staff told her
that "Madam is busy". The former deputy
chairperson of Rajya Sabha, who had left
the Congress after reported differences
with Gandhi and joined the BJP in 2004,
mentions this incident in her just-released
autobiography "In Pursuit of Democracy:
Beyond Party Lines". Heptulla says the IPU
presidency was a "historic first and a great
honour, marking the pinnacle of my jour-
ney from the Indian Parliament to the world
parliamentary stage". "When he heard the
news, he was delighted, first because the honour
had come to India, and second, it had come to an
Indian Muslim woman. “He said, ‘You come back
and we will celebrate.' I could also connect to the
vice-presidential office instantly," she writes.
However, when she "rang up Sonia Gandhi,
Congress Party President and my leader, one of
her staff first said, 'Madam is busy.' When I pointed

out that I was calling from Berlin, an international
call, he just said, 'Please hold the line.' I waited for
one full hour. Sonia never came on the line to speak

to me". Heptulla says she was truly disappointed.
"After that call, I did not tell her anything. Before
forwarding my name for the post of IPU president,
I had taken her permission, and at the time, she
had given her blessings," the former governor of
Manipur writes. "If every country, culture and fam-
ily has its special moments — events so important,
and somehow so personal, that they transcend the
normal flow of daily life — this was one such

moment for me — a moment in time of such impor-
tance that it drilled a sense of rejection in my psy-
che forever.” "It was, however, a rejection that

proved prescient. It prophesied a time of tran-
sition, a downward spiral and crisis in the
Congress that left its old-time and experi-
enced members, who had given their all to
the party, beleaguered and demoralised. A
new coterie of inexperienced sycophants
started running the affairs of the party," she
says. Heptulla, who was made the Union
Minister for minority affairs in the Narendra
Modi-led government of 2014, says after she
became the IPU president, the Vajpayee gov-
ernment upgraded the ranking of her office
from Minister of State to Cabinet Minister.
"Atal ji allocated Rs 1 crore in the budget for
the IPU president to travel to countries not

paid for by the IPU Council. It was Vasundhara Raje
who invited me and other MPs to celebrate my
election as IPU president at the Parliament Annex,
where we generally host all our Parliament recep-
tions," the book describes. "The following year,
when I invited Sonia Gandhi to attend the
Millennium Conference of Presiding Officers in
New York, she opted out at the last minute,"
Heptulla writes. 

Judicial panel members visit Sambhal
mosque, inspect violence-hit areas

Naresh Malhotra
Sambhal, Dec 01: Amid tight security, mem-

bers of a judicial commission on Sunday visited
the Shahi Jama Masjid here and other areas
that witnessed violence over a court-ordered
survey of the Mughal-era mosque. Panel head
retired Allahabad High Court judge
Devendra Kumar Arora and retired
IPS officer Arvind Kumar Jain were
the two members of the three-mem-
ber commission who visited the
areas that witnessed violence on
November 24. The panel's third
member, ex-IAS officer Amit
Mohan Prasad, was not present dur-
ing Sunday's visit. The commission
members did not respond to any
media queries during the visit in the
morning. They were accompanied
by Moradabad Divisional
Commissioner Aunjaneya Kumar
Singh, Deputy Inspector General (DIG)
Muniraj G, Sambhal District Magistrate
Rajendra Pensiya and Superintendent of Police
Krishan Kumar. Later, speaking to reporters,

Moradabad Divisional Commissioner Singh
said, “Today the chairperson of the inquiry
commission and one other member visited the
site. Their primary purpose was to inspect the
location. They visited the areas where the dis-
turbance occurred, examined the site and the
structure, and spoke to some of the people

present there.” The team will visit again and a
complete schedule for its visit will be
announced, he said. “The situation here is grad-
ually returning to normal and it is being close-
ly monitored. Conditions are stabilising rapidly.

As of now, the district magistrate's orders
remain in effect until December 10 and after
that, there will be no restrictions on anyone. We
are in the process of collecting evidence and
have so far identified 400 individuals involved
(in the violence),” he said. Singh was referring
to an order that prohibits the entry of out-
siders, including politicians, social organisa-
tions or public representatives, in the violence-
hit Sambhal till December 10 without permis-
sion from the competent authority in order to
maintain law and order. “The team stayed for
about 15 minutes and inspected the mosque,”
said Shahi Jama Masjid Imam Aftab Hussain
Warsi. Mosque secretary Masood Farooqui
said, "The team did not ask us anything. They
mentioned that they were only here to see the
Jama Masjid and visited the site of the incident.
They said they would take statements later."
Meanwhile, Samajwadi Party MLA from
Sambhal Iqbal Mehmood met the families of
the victims of the violence. His son Sohail Iqbal
is one of the suspects in the case, according to
police, who have also booked SP's Sambhal MP
Zia ur Rehman and more than 2,750 others,
most of them unidentified.

Farmers gear up for 'Dilli Chalo' march
Navdeep Singh Sahni

Chandigarh, Dec 01: Farmer leader
from Punjab Sarwan Singh
Pandher on Sunday said a group
of farmers, led by their leaders,
will march towards Delhi on foot
on December 6 even as he
lashed out at the Centre for not
holding any talks with the
protesting farmers for resolving
their issues, including a legal
guarantee on the MSP. Farmers
under the banner of the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha (non-
political) and Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha (KMM) have been
camping at the Shambhu and
Khanauri border points between
Punjab and Haryana since
February 13, after their march
to Delhi was stopped by security forces.
Addressing reporters here on Sunday,
KMM leader Pandher said farmers have
been protesting at Shambhu and Khanauri
for 293 days. Sharing details about their
plan to march towards the capital from
Shambhu, Pandher said the first “jatha”

(group) of farmers will be led by Satnam
Singh Pannu, Surinder Singh Chautala,
Surjit Singh Phul and Baljinder Singh. The

group that will carry essential items with it
will head towards Delhi peacefully, he said.
The first group of farmers, during their
march to Delhi, will stop at the Jaggi city
centre in Ambala, the Mohra grain market,
Khanpur Jattan and Pipli in Haryana, he
said. Pandher said the farmers will walk
every day from 9 am to 5 pm and spend the

nights on the road. He added that the num-
ber of farmers in the first group will be
shared later. Lashing out at the BJP-led

Centre, Pandher said it has not
held any talks with the protesting
farmers since February 18.
Accusing the Centre of running
away, he said, “They have stopped
the talks with us.” “Contract farm-
ing is not acceptable to us. We are
demanding a legal guarantee on
the MSP (minimum support price)
for crops,” he said. A panel of three
the then Union Ministers -- Arjun
Munda, Piyush Goyal and
Nityanand Rai -- held talks with the
farmer representatives on
February 18.  The farmers had
then rejected the Centre's propos-
al of buying pulses, maize and cot-

ton at the MSP by government agencies
for five years. Farmer leader Guramneet
Singh Mangat said when the first group of
farmers starts marching towards Delhi on
December 6, farmer bodies in Kerala,
Uttarakhand and Tamil Nadu will take out
marches towards their respective state
assemblies. 

Parliamentary panel seeks details of properties in 'unauthorised' occupation of state govts
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Dec 01: The Parliamentary
committee scrutinising the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill has sought details from
various state governments about the verac-
ity and updated details of Waqf proper-
ties which, according to the Sachar com-
mittee, they had occupied in an unautho-
rised manner, sources said. The
Parliamentary committee, whose tenure
has been extended by Lok Sabha till the
last day of the next Budget Session, has
also sought from the states details of the
properties claimed by Waqf boards exer-
cising Section 40 of the Waqf Act.
Section 40, an amendment effected dur-
ing the Congress-led UPA government's
tenure in 2013, is one of the most hotly
contested features of the existing law as
it has given Waqf boards the power to
decide if any property belongs to the Waqf
or not. The proposed law, which has faced
flak from opposition parties and various
Muslim groups for its alleged attempts to

interfere in religious matters, has sought
to curb this power while making a slew of
other changes in the existing Act. Sources
said the Parliamentary panel has decided
to get an update on the points made by the
Sachar committee on the Waqf properties

that are allegedly in unauthorised occupa-
tion of state governments or their official
agencies. The Sachar committee was
informed by various state Waqf boards dur-
ing 2005-06 about the alleged unauthorised

occupation. The Parliamentary panel has
been collecting information from states
through the Union Ministry of Minority
Affairs. Sources said the panel headed by
BJP MP Jagdambika Pal has noted that
there were 316 such properties in Delhi, 60

in Rajasthan and 42 in Karnataka
reported to the Sachar committee
in 2005-06. While 53 of them were
in Madhya Pradesh, 60 were in
Uttar Pradesh and 53 in Odisha.
The committee has sought
updates from all these six states,
the sources said, adding that the
panel has got information from
several other states. “The chief
ministers of the above states may
kindly investigate in detail into the
veracity of this information in the
Sachar Committee Report... and

update this Committee in detail,” a source
said, citing the communication. State gov-
ernments have also been urged to share
details of the cases where their agencies
are involved in a legal dispute with Waqf

boards over ownership or possession of
any property, with the panel noting that the
Sachar Committee had stated its list was
not exhaustive. The UPA government con-
stituted the Sachar Committee in 2005 to
study the social, economic and educational
status of the Muslim community in India. It
submitted its report in 2006 highlighting
the poor status of Muslims on all these indi-
cators as it recommended a host of meas-
ures. Lok Sabha had on November 28
adopted a resolution to extend the tenure
of the Joint Committee on the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill till the last day of the
Budget session of Parliament next year.
The Parliamentary panel's meetings have
become a political battleground, with the
ruling BJP and opposition members vocif-
erously debating the changes proposed by
the government. Opposition members had
been calling for extending its tenure, which
was to end on November 29, and the com-
mittee took a unanimous decision to seek
more time despite Pal's earlier assertion
that he was ready with the draft report.

RG Kar ex-principal Sandip
Ghosh helped two cartels procure

hospital contracts: CBI
ST Correspondent

New Delhi, Dec 01: Former principal of Kolkata's
RG Kar College and Hospital Sandip Ghosh allegedly
helped two cartels in procuring hospital contracts, the
Central Bureau of Investigation has said in its recently
filed chargesheet. The special court has taken the
chargesheet on record but it is yet to take its cognisance
because the West Bengal Government has not provided
sanction to prosecute Ghosh and other accused. Ghosh
had resigned as the principal of the state-run institute on
August 12 in the aftermath of the rape and murder of a
trainee doctor on its premises. The CBI has named
Ghosh, former House Staff of the medical college

Ashish Kumar Pandey, and businessmen Biplab Singha
of Maa Tara Traders, Suman Hazra of Hazra Medical
and Afsar Ali Khan of Eshan Cafe, in the charge sheet.
"This case was registered in compliance with the direc-
tions of Hon'ble High Court at Calcutta relating to finan-
cial irregularities in RG Kar Medical College & Hospital
at Kolkata," the CBI Spokesperson said. The CBI has
alleged that Ghosh and Pandey appointed several doc-
tors as house staff in violation of the rules, they said.
Ghosh helped two cartels -- one run by Singha and
Hazra and the other by Khan -- in procuring several con-
tracts of the hospital, the CBI has alleged in its
chargesheet filed before a Special CBI court in Alipore.
"On careful perusal, it manifested that sanction order of
the competent authority not yet received. Accordingly,
cognisance is not taken sans sanction. Let it be kept with
the record," the Special Judge said. The Hospital
hogged media attention when a trainee doctor was
found dead in the chest department auditorium on
August 10.  It surfaced that she was allegedly raped and
killed by a civic volunteer Sanjay Roy in the intervening
night of August 9-10. Ghosh was also under scanner in
the case for alleged delay in the probe. In between, the
Calcutta High Court ordered a probe into alleged finan-
cial irregularities in hospital during his tenure. The
High Court order came on a petition by the former
deputy superintendent of the facility, 

Our fight is for the spirit of
our country, says Congress

leader Priyanka Gandhi
Wayanad, Dec 01: Congress MP Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra on Sunday launched a scathing
attack against the BJP-led Centre, saying today the
fight is against the force that is weakening the
rights of the people, and handing them over to a
few businessmen friends. Addressing a meeting in
Mananthavady here, she said, "Today we are fight-
ing for the spirit of our nation, soul of India."
Beginning the second day of her visit to the hill con-
stituency, she said, "We are fighting against a force
that is doing everything in its power to destroy the
institutions upon which our country was built."  She
promised to be with the people of Wayanad, fight-
ing shoulder to shoulder for their needs. According
to the schedule, Priyanka will also address gather-
ings at Sulthan Bathery Priyanka, who is on a two-
day Wayanad visit, accompanied by Rahul Gandhi,
participated in public meetings at Mukkam in
Thiruvambadi, Kaulai in Nikambur, Wandoor and
Edavanna in Kozhikode and Malappuram districts
which falls under the Wayanad Lok Sabha segment
on Saturday. Priyanka had scored her maiden elec-
toral victory by winning the Wayanad Lok Sabha
bypoll with a huge margin of 4,10,931 votes, which
is bigger than the lead her brother Rahul secured
when he won from the constituency during the Lok
Sabha general elections held early this year.

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, Dec 01: Maharashtra

BJP president Chandrakant
Bawankule made the announcement
saying the new Chief Minister would

take oath on December 5 at 5 pm in
the presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, top BJP central brass
and NDA leaders. There was no offi-
cial word on who the CM would be or
from which party, though BJP’s
Devendra Fadnavis appears to be the
frontrunner. BJP leaders said they
could not wait endlessly for the Shiv
Sena to break the deadlock on the

power-sharing deal offered by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah. “Already,
the previously scheduled swearing-in
on December 2 has had to be post-
poned,” an NDA source said. Shinde

did not make an appearance even
today and continued to be at his
native Dara village in Satara district
of Maharashtra. Shiv Sena’s Sanjay
Shirsat said Shinde could take a
“big decision soon”. “Whenever
Shinde goes to his village, he takes
a major decision,” said Shirsat. He
reiterated the Shiv Sena’s demand
that Shinde be allowed to stay CM
for two and a half years to enable
consolidation of gains made. Shirsat
said Shinde’s Ladki Behna Yojana
had swung the mandate in the
NDA-Mahayuti’s favour in the state.

The Tribune has learnt that the Shiv
Sena has demanded the CM’s post
for Shinde and alternatively plum
portfolios, including Home.  Sena
leaders said Deputy Chief Ministers
of the state had kept this segment.
They gave the example of Fadnavis,
the Deputy CM and Home Minister
in the outgoing Maharashtra
Government

Maha Govt swearing-in on Dec 5; Sena
hints at Shinde’s ‘big decision’

Lucknow, Dec. 01: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on Sunday urged
officials to adopt a sensitive approach in
addressing public grievances, stressing that
no injustice would be tolerated. Addressing

people at a 'Janta Darshan' held at the
Gorakhnath Temple, Adityanath reiterated
the government's commitment to fairness
and transparency in handling public issues,
a statement issued here said. "No injustice
will be tolerated. Every individual will get
justice," he said while directing officials to

ensure prompt and satisfactory resolutions
to complaints. Adityanath said that the gov-
ernment stands firm in its resolve to
address every grievance, the statement
read. He directed officials to adopt a sensi-

tive approach while resolving
issues, according to the state-
ment. The chief minister advised
mediation for family disputes,
suggesting legal action if recon-
ciliation efforts fail, it said. He
also ordered strict action against
illegal land encroachments by
influential individuals. Several
people sought financial assis-
tance for medical treatments.
Adityanath assured them of full
support and directed officials to
expedite the process of estimat-
ing treatment costs and forward-

ing the proposals to the government for
approval. For cases involving police and rev-
enue matters, he called for impartial and
transparent handling, ensuring that justice
is ensured to all. Over 300 people attended
the Janta Darshan seeking the chief minis-
ter's intervention in various issues.

Adityanath directs officials to adopt
sensitive approach to resolve complaints
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New Delhi. Leading social worker,
Corona warrior and Gau Mata
protector Charanjiv Malhotra
said that incidents of cruel atroci-
ties against Hindus and minori-
ties are continuously happening
in Bangladesh. At the behest of
the interim government there,
inhuman atrocities like murder,
looting, arson are being commit-
ted by fundamentalists on
Hindus. Incidents like inhumane
treatment of women and rape are
not stopping. Mr. Malhotra said
that the Bangladesh government
should immediately put a stop to
the atrocities being committed on
Hindus and minorities. He
demanded from the Indian gov-
ernment that it should take strict
steps to stop the incidents of
genocide and looting of Hindus
and minorities in Bangladesh by
creating global pressure. He also
demanded from the United
Nations to take seriously the
deteriorating law and order situa-
tion in Bangladesh and the atrocities

being committed on minorities and

intervene in it. Mr Malhotra said that

Prime Minister Mohammad Yunus
should resign from his post taking
responsibility for the continuous
inhuman incidents in Bangladesh.
He said that a case should be reg-
istered against acting Prime
Minister Mohammad Yunus for
this inhuman atrocity and legal
action should be taken against him
in the International Court.
Bangladesh should not forget that
India played a very important role
in its establishment. Mr Malhotra
said that if the atrocities on Hindus
and minorities in Bangladesh are
not stopped, then the Hindu
organization will intensify its
movement. Charanjiv Malhotra
said that Hindu spiritual leader
Chinmay Krishna Das has been
forcibly imprisoned. While there is
no criminal case against him. He
said that two priests have also
been arrested and imprisoned by
the Bangladesh government.
These Hindu spiritual leaders
should be released immediately.

The Indian government should immediately file a case of
Hindu genocide against the Prime Minister of Bangladesh

in the International Court: Charanjiv Malhotra

Gurgaon: It was coinci-
dence that led to the 16-
minute chase, which ended
with the killing of 20-year-old
student Aryan Mishra in the
early hours of Aug 24. That
night, Anil Kaushik, a mem-
ber of the Faridabad Cow
Protection Task Force, and
four of his associates were
on one of their regular
"patrols" to search for cattle
smugglers, according to the
charge sheet filed in the
case earlier this week. To
scare any smugglers they
ran into, Anil carried a gun
that he told his friends was
procured legally. One of the
co-accused, Varun carried a
toy gun, the charge sheet
says.The five cow vigilantes,
in their Swift mounted with a
‘lal-neeli' beacon, were
crossing the T-point of
Sector 21A and Sector 21D
at 2.52am when the driver of
a red Duster, apparently on
spotting them, reversed the
car and turned to go the
other way.In the Duster was
a group of five – Aryan
Mishra, his landlady Sujata
Gulati, her sons Harshit and
Sagar (alias Shanky) and
another neighbour Kirti
Sharma. According to their

statements to police, the
group left their house from
NIT-5 area of Faridabad
around 1.30am to look for a
hotel for Shanky. Wanted in
an assault case registered in
the city on Aug 15, the
Gulatis wanted to shield
Shanky from getting arrest-
ed.They couldn't find a hotel
room available at that time in
the night, so it was decided
that Shanky would take shel-
ter at their neighbour Kirti
Sharma's house in Sector
21D. "While we were on our
way to Kirti aunty's house, a
white Swift without a num-
ber plate started chasing us.
Someone started firing from
that vehicle, and fearing that
they were police, we started
speeding towards Badkhal,"
Shanky told police. Anil told
investigators his group sus-
pected cows were being
smuggled in the Duster, so
they followed. The chase,
which began from Sector
21D, ended 29km away on
the Delhi-Agra highway in
Palwal at 3.08am."As they

turned their car, I fired a
round into the air. We
chased the Duster via Patel
Chowk, Badkhal, and
Ankheer towards Palwal.
They were driving at a very
high speed, and I kept firing
at them to stop their vehicle.
At Bhagola, their car
stopped. I got out of our
vehicle and fired a shot at
the person sitting in the
front seat next to the driver
with the intention to kill
him," Anil said in his state-
ment quoted in the charge
sheet.  The co-passenger in
the Duster was Aryan, who
was just accompanying his
friends that night. Shanky's
brother and Aryan's friend
Harshit admitted that he
drove at 140-150kmph to
escape who they thought
were police.We stopped the
car (in Palwal) on realising
that Aryan was shot. Harshit
and I got off the car scream-

ing for help. And the
accused fled after noticing
that my mother and Kirti
aunty were in the car,"
Shanky said in his state-
ment. Faridabad police, in
their charge sheet submit-
ted to a local court on Nov
26, named the five cow vigi-
lantes as accused -- Anil
Kaushik, Adesh Kumar,
Varun, Saurav Sharma and
Krishan – in the murder

case.The document also
cited the statements of 41
witnesses, including Aryan's
co-passengers in the Duster
and investigators who
probed the case. After their
arrest, the accused lied to

police that they disposed of
Anil's firearm in Bawana
canal at Narela, Delhi. 

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
RAM PRASAD S/O SHANKAR
LAL R/O H-23, J J COLONY TIGRI
SOUTH DELHI, DELHI-110062
declare that my minor son has
been change as Siddhartha Aneja
aged 12 years in his School
Records and I declare that
SUDEEP ANEJA, SIDDHARTHA
and SIDDHARTHA ANEJWAL are
the same and one child.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ankita Jain W/o Manish Kumar
Maloo R/o Flat No.14018 Tower-
16,Mahagun Mywoods Society
Tower-16 near Mahagun Mart
Sector-16C, Greater Noida
Po.Noida Dist.Gautam Budha
Nagar Uttar Pradesh-201301 have
changed my minor son name
ESHANSH MALOO Aged 3 years
to ESHANSH MALOO JAIN

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, DEEPAK S/O Shri SUBEDAR R/O
17/ 476 DDA Flats, Madan Gir ND. I,
Declaration to all  My son's Original
name is  JIWANT But wrong Name as
Cast certificate as Jiwant Ratan.
Jiwant and Jiwant Ratan is one and
the same person

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, DEEPAK S/O Shri SUBEDAR R/O
17/ 476 DDA Flats, Madan Gir ND. I,
Declaration to all  My son's Original
name is  TANMAY ARUN But wrong
Name as Cast certificate as  TANMAY
ARUN  TANMAY ARUN and  TANMAY
RATAN is one and the same person

PUBLIC NOTICE
I SOBHAGYA WATI W/O LATE SH.
JAI NARAIN R/O E-4/80-81, 2ND
FLOOR, SECTOR-16, ROHINI,
DELHI-110089 has severed all my
relations and debar my son namely
BAJRANG AGGARWAL from all mov-
able and immovable property as he is
beyond my control and misbehaving
with me and  my younger son namely
ANIL TAYAL. Anybody dealing with him
will do at his own cost, risk and respon-
sibility and I will not be responsible for
any of his dealing/acts in future.

NAME CHANGE
I, AVNEET KAUR DHINGRA D/O
HARVINDER SINGH residence of
HOUSE NO- 217 GOPAL PARK
CHANDER NAGAR KRISHNA
NAGAR EAST DELHI-110051,  have
changed my name to AVNEET KAUR
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
VINIT KUMAR S/o ARJUN LAL R/o
L-47, Near Dwarka Main Metro
Station, 60 Feet Road, Dwarka
Sector-16A, South West Delhi,
Delhi-110078, declare that name of
mine, my father and my mother
have been wrongly written as
GOLU KUMAR, ARJUN and TEEJA
in my CBSE 10th and 12th class
Educational Documents. The actual
name of mine, my father and my
mother are VINIT KUMAR, ARJUN
LAL and TIJA DEVI respectively.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANJAY BANIWAL S/o TARIF
SINGH BANIWAL R/o 10/12,
Lucknow Road, Opp. Delhi University
Metro Station, Timar Pur, Civil Lines,
North Delhi, Delhi-110054, declare
that name of my minor son has been
wrongly written as DEVNANDAN S
BENIWAL in my minor son namely
DEV NANDAN S BENIWAL aged 14
years in his School Record. The actu-
al name of my minor son is DEV
NANDAN S BENIWAL.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as VIJENDER S/o
JAGDISH R/o House No. 258,
Village- Asola, Fateh Pur Beri, South
Delhi, Delhi-110074, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as VIJENDER TANWAR, for
all future purposes. NAME CHANGE

I, IZHAR KHAN  S/O  JAHIR
AHMAD residence of HOUSE NO-
13-A, 3RD FLOOR, R H S GALI
NO- 3 BLOCK-A, KANTI NAGAR
EXTN, KRISHNA NAGAR, DELHI-
110051  have changed my name to
IJHAR KHAN for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, JAHIR AHAMAD S/O BASHIR
AHMAD residence of HOUSE NO- 145,
KRIYA NIM, BHOGAON, MAINPURI,
UTTAR PRADESH-205262 have
changed my name to JAHIR AHMAD
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I,  BRYAN ANTHONY PANDEY S/O
MARTIN THOMAS  residence of
HOUSE NO- B-27-28, KHASRA NO-
86, FREEDOM FIGHTER ENCLAVE,
NEB SARAI, DELHI-110068 have
changed my name to BRYAN ANTHO-
NY THOMAS for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I Aakash Kumar Biswas S/O Arobindo
Kumar Biswas R/O - Room number 67
NHQ doctor hostel NRS medical
College and hospital sealdah kolkata -
700014 have changed my name to
Aakash Biswas for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Naveen Sejwal s/o Dilbagh
Sejwal R/o House No 44 Chirag
Delhi ,New Delhi-110017 have
changed my name to Naveen
Choudhary for all purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MANOJ
KUMAR alias MANOJ KUMAR
TANWAR S/O JAI SINGH R/O 34-
A, HARIJAN BASTI, PALAM
EXTN, SOUTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110045 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as MANOJ KUMAR TANWAR.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as AASMIN D/O
ABDUL RAHIM R/O WZ-43,
CHHOTIAL MOHALLA, PALAM
VILLAGE, SOUTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110045 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as AASTHA GUPTA.

CHANGE OF RELIGION
I, AASMIN D/O ABDUL RAHIM
R/O WZ-43, CHHOTIAL MOHAL-
LA, PALAM VILLAGE, SOUTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110045 do
hereby solemnly affirm and declare
that I have embraced HINDU
Religion and renounced ISLAM
Religion w. e .f. 28.02.2024.

NAME CHANGE
I, HUSHBOO PANDEY W/O LAV
PANDEY R/O PLOT NO. 58, 2ND
FLOOR, BLK-A, ASHOK VIHAR PH-1,
NORTH WESTDELHI, DELHI-110052
have changed my name to KHUSH-
BOO PANDEY for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I SURESH CHAUDHARY S/O
MEHAR SINGH RESIDING AT
HOUSE NO. G-1 A DHAWAN DEEP
BUILDING 6 JANTAR MANTAR
ROAD OPP KERALA HOUSE NEW
DELHI 110001 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM SURESH CHAUD-
HARY TO ROBIN CHAUDHARY
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I, R Krishnamoorthy S/O C
Ramaswamy permanent resident of
door no.76/3 vill-melkottai post
Marudeppalli Tehsil-bargur distt
Krishnagiri Tamil Nadu 645108 do
hereby affirm and declare that my
son's name as per my office record is
R K Kalaiarasan as well as my daugh-
ter's name is RK Monika and my
son's name in aadhar card is
Kalaiyarasan K and my daughter's
name in aadhar card is Monika K . I
want to declare that both RK
Kalaiyarasan and Kalaiyarasan K is
the same person and RK Monika and
Monika K is the same person for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I
UMAKANT GAUTAM biological son
SANJAY KUMAR R/o H.No. – 148,
Block No.- 25, Trilok Puri, Dist: East
Delhi-110091 declare that I have
adopted by SOBH NATH S/o FULLU
RAM and INDRAWATI W/o SOBH
NATH R/o H.No. - 148, Block No. - 25,
Trilok Puri, Dist: East Delhi- 110091,
Date 2-03-2015 vide sub Registrar
Deed No. 1005. Therefore name of
my father and mother may be known
as SOBH NATH and INDRAWATI for
all Future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
PRAMOD SHAH MAHAJAN S/o
VINDA SHAH, R/o 351, New
Priyanka Camp, Madanpur Khadar,
South Delhi, Delhi - 110076, declare
that name of mine and my wife have
been wrongly written as and
PRAMOD MAHAJAN and SEEMA
DEVI MAHAJAN in my minor son
namely NEERAJ SHAH, aged 16
years in his 10th class Educational
Documents. The actual name of mine
and my wife are PRAMOD SHAH
MAHAJAN and SEEMA DEVI
respectively, which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, MANISHA W/o BHUPINDER
SINGH residing at 106-K, Type-2,
Sector - 4, Raja Baza DIZ Area, New
Delhi, G.P.O, Delhi - 110001 have
change the name of my minor
Daughter NANDITA aged 15 Years
and she shall hereafter be known as
NANDITA SINGH.

NAME CHANGE
I, ASHWANI KUMAR S/o SATRAJ
SINGH residing at House No. 49,
VTC: Tilang Pur Kotla, PO :
Tilangpur,Kotla, West Delhi, Delhi-
110043 have changed the name of
my minor Son AARYAVEER aged 13
years and he shall hereafter be
known as AARYAVEER SEHRAWAT.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as ROHIT alias
RAHUL SHARMA S/o Late YOGIN-
DER SHARMA residing at Duriyai,
Kachera Versabad, Duriyai Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh -
203207 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as RAHUL
SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
MUKESH AHLAWAT S/o SATYAPAL
SINGH residing at House No.-44,
Sector - 1, Type - 3, Sadiq Nagar
Andrewsganj, South Delhi, Delhi -
110049 declare that the name of mine
has been wrongly written as MUKESH
in my all Educational Documents and
Service Records. The actual name of
mine is MUKESH AHLAWAT which
may be amended accordingly.

Aryan murder: Cow vigilantes were on ‘patrol’
for smugglers, 1 had a toy gun
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World. for those captured, also Palestinian group 
weighed in, stating that the Hamas released a video on 
only viable solution for the Saturday featuring an 
return of hostages lies in a American-Israeli hostage, 
negotiated agreement. "One Edan Alexander. Held in 
year after the first and only Gaza since the devastating 
deal, it's clear to everyone: October 7, 2023 attack on 
returning the hostages is only Israel, Alexander directly 
possible through a deal," the addresses US President-
group's statement read.The elect Donald Trump in 
October 7 attack, which sw English and Israeli Prime 
1,207 deaths-mostly civilians-M i n i s t e r  B e n j a m i n  
resulted in the kidnapping of Netanyahu in Hebrew, 
251 hostages. Around 97 pleading for intervention 
hostages remain in Gaza, and urging Israelis to 
including 34 whose deaths Netanyahu, urging him to honour his pressure their government 

have been confirmed but whose commitment to secure the hostages' for the release of hostages.The video, 
bodies have not been returned. A brief release.  "You must keep your promise released by Hamas's military wing, the 
truce in November 2023 led to the and free them. This state is strong Ezzedine al-Qassam Brigades, has not 
release of 80 Israeli hostages in enough to end the war and bring them been independently verified for 
exchange for 240 Palestinian all back, including my Edan," she said. authenticity or date. Yael Alexander, 
prisoners, alongside the release of 25 Edan's mother, spoke at a rally in Tel Netanyahu's office later confirmed the 
predominantly Thai  captives.  Aviv the same evening. conversation, reiterating that Israel 
However, efforts since then to broker remains resolute in its determination "This video has upset me, but beyond 
further exchanges or a ceasefire have to bring back all hostages. Describing the hope it gives us, it shows how bad 
largely faltered.Israel's military the video as "cruel psychological the situation is for Edan and the other 
response has claimed the lives of warfare," the Prime Minister said that hostages and how much they are 
44,382 people in Gaza, according to such tactics would not deter Israel crying out and hoping to be saved 
figures from the Hamas-run health from its mission.The Hostage now," she declared. She revealed that 
ministry. Families Forum, an advocacy group she had spoken directly with 

NEWS BOX

"Start With A Problem...": Tech Billionaire Ankur 
Jain, 34, Shares His Easy Secret To Success

Hamas Releases Footage Of Crying 
Israeli Hostage, His Mother Reacts

World. Canadian Prime Minister Justin discussed a wide range of topics, makes statements like that, he plans on 
Trudeau on Saturday (local time) was all including drug smuggling and the carrying them out," he said.

Trump's pledge has raised fears of a trade smiles as he enjoyed dinner with US "massive trade deficit the US has with 
war with Canada and Mexico. The President-elect Donald Trump at his Mar-a- Canada".In a post on Truth Social, 
Republican leader is keen on using Lago residence in Florida following talks Trump said he made it very clear that 
tariffs as a tool to pressurise both amid the Republican leader's warning to the US would no longer sit idly by as 
countries to stem the flow of illegal impose 25 per cent tariffs on Canadian and its people became victims to what he 
drugs into the US, particularly, deadly Mexican imports after he takes office in called the "scourge of the drug 
opioid fentanyl, and also migrants January. epidemic"."I just had a very 

productive meeting with Prime Trudeau made an unannounced visit to crossing illegally into the US.While 
Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada, Florida on Friday evening and became the Trump has argued that tariffs on imports 
where we discussed many important first G7 leader to meet with Trump before would help to protect US manufacturers 
topics that will require both countries he begins his second term on January 20 and boost domestic job growth, several 
to work together to address, like the amid fears of the US President-elect economists have warned that the move 

Too much death and hardship! Prime fentanyl and drug crisis that has threatening tariffs on Canada and Mexico if would increase costs for US consumers.
Minister Trudeau has made a commitment decimated so many lives as a result of Outgoing President Joe Biden slammed they did not curb the flow of drugs and 
to work with us to end this terrible illegal immigration, fair trade deals that do Trump's tariff proposal, saying it was illegal immigration across the US's 
devastation to US families. We also spoke not jeopardise American Workers, and the "counterproductive" and it could threaten borders.
about many other important topics, like massive trade deficit the US has with "Thanks for dinner last night, President to "screw up" the US's relations with 
energy, trade, and the Arctic. All are vital Canada," he said.Trump. I look forward to the work we can Canada and Mexico.
issues that I will be addressing on my first "I made it very clear that the United States Mexico President Claudia Sheinbaum do together, again," Trudeau posted on X, 
days back in office, and before," he said.On will no longer sit idly by as our citizens warned this week that Trump's tariff plan with a picture of him and Trump beaming at 
Friday, Trudeau said in a press conference become victims to the scourge of this drug would have dire consequences for both dinner at the Mar-a-Lago residence.Trump 
in Canada that he was taking Trump's tariff epidemic, caused mainly by the drug countries and suggested possible described his meeting with Trudeau as 
threat seriously. "Donald Trump, when he cartels, and fentanyl pouring in from China. retaliation."very productive" and said both of them 

he said.Mr Jain highlighted Bilt as World.Tech entrepreneur Ankur Jain, 
an example of addressing a tangible 34, has an estimated net worth of 
issue and making it work effectively. $1.2 billion, according to Forbes. A 
"It's your biggest expense, and now former executive at the dating app 
it's your most rewarding," he said, Tinder, where he still holds a 36% 
referencing housing costs. stake, Jain launched his latest 

venture, Bilt Rewards, in 2002. The According to Bilt's data, the average 
service allows users to earn rewards American renter spends roughly 
by paying rent or purchasing homes, 30% of their income on housing 

happened to entrepreneurship was that as reported by the New York Post. each year.Jain previously shared with 
business school graduates started Bilt is now valued at $3.25 billion.Mr the New York Post that his inspiration 
going into entrepreneurship," he Jain, the highly successful son of to create Bilt- and to focus on solving 
explained.The focus on statistics, former Microsoft executive Naveen real-world problems-stemmed from 
m o d e l s ,  a n d  c r e a t i n g  n e w  Jain-who briefly became a billionaire hearing a $100 million pitch from a 
oppor tun i t i es  has  l ed  young  during the rise of his company venture capitalist a few years ago. The 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s  t o  p r i o r i t i z e  InfoSpace before the dot-com crash- idea? Selling virtual luxury goods on 
unnecessary goods and services- often recently shared advice for aspiring the blockchain."I'm thinking to 
at the expense of consumers rather entrepreneurs in an interview with the myself: "You have the biggest housing 
than addressing genuine needs, Daily Mail."Start with a problem, not crisis, a health care and mental health 
according to a former Forbes 30 Under a perceived opportunity," Mr Jain told crisis here in the city... And here you 
30 honoree.the UK newspaper. "Those are two are sitting, talking to me about like, 

"They've neglected to ask what real very different things.""I think one of digital Prada bags on the blockchain,'" 
problems they can solve for people," the most dangerous things that he said.

Syrian rebels enter Aleppo, President 
Bashar al-Assad vows to defeat them

comments since the start of the offensive, pronged attack in Aleppo and the Idlib Thousands of Syrian insurgents took 
released by the state news agency countryside, entering Aleppo two days later over most of Aleppo on Saturday, 
Saturday evening, Assad said Syria will and securing a strategic town that lies on the establishing positions in the 
continue to “defend its stability and highway that links Syria’s largest city to the coun t ry ’s  l a rges t  c i ty  and  
territorial integrity against terrorists and capital and the coast.By Saturday evening, controlling its airport before 
their supporters.” He added that Syria is they seized at least four towns in the central expanding their shock offensive to a 
able to defeat them no matter how much Hama province and claimed to have entered nearby province. They faced little to 
their attacks intensify. the provincial capital. The insurgents no resistance from government 

staged an attempt to reclaim areas they troops, according to fighters and Turkey, a main backer of Syrian opposition 
controlled in Hama in 2017 but failed.activists.A war monitor, the Syrian groups, said its diplomatic efforts had 

Observatory for Human Rights, said failed to stop government attacks on PREPARING A COUNTERATTACK
the insurgents led by Hayat Tahrir opposition-held areas in recent weeks, Syria’s armed forces said in a statement 
al-Sham seized control of Aleppo which were in violation of a de- Saturday that to absorb the large attack on 
International airport, the first escalation agreement sponsored by Aleppo and save lives, it redeployed troops 
international airport to be controlled A HUGE EMBARRASSMENT FOR Russia, Iran and Ankara. Turkish and equipment and was preparing a 
by insurgents. The fighters claimed they ASSAD security officials said a limited offensive by c o u n t e r a t t a c k .  T h e  s t a t e m e n t  
seized the airport and posted pictures of The swift and surprise offensive is a huge the rebels was planned to stop government acknowledged that insurgents entered large 
it.Thousands of fighters also moved on, embarrassment for Syria’s President attacks and allow civilians to return, but the parts of the city but said they have not 
facing almost no opposition from Bashar Assad and raises questions about his offensive expanded as Syrian government established bases or checkpoints. Later on 
government forces, to seize towns and armed forces’ preparedness. The insurgent forces began to retreat from their Saturday, the armed forces sought to dispel 
villages in northern Hama, a province offensive launched from their stronghold in positions.The insurgents, led by the Salafi what it said were lies in reference to reports 
where they had a presence before being the country’s northwest appeared to have jihadi group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and about its forces retreating or defecting, 
expelled by government troops in 2016. been planned for years. It also comes at a including Turkey-backed fighters, saying the general command was carrying 
They claimed on Saturday evening to have time when Assad’s allies were preoccupied launched their shock offensive on out its duties in “combatting terrorist 
entered the city of Hama. with their own conflicts.In his first public Wednesday. They first staged a two- organisations.”

French Museum Invites 
Public To Visit Art Exhibition 

Naked, Here's Why
World.The Marseille Museum of European and 

Mediterranean Civilisations (Mucem) is currently 
exhibiting a comprehensive collection of artworks 
exploring the theme of naturism. In a novel approach 
to audience engagement, the museum invites visitors 
to view the exhibition naked, facilitating a more 
intimate and visceral experience of the artworks. The 
collection, comprising 600 pieces from both public 
and private collections, offers a rich exploration of the 
history and cultural significance of naturism."France 
is the world's leading tourist destination for naturists: 
its temperate climate and the presence of three seas 
have facilitated the establishment of communities, 
which - with the exception of Switzerland - have few 
real equivalents elsewhere in Europe, where naturism 
is practised more freely, outside established 
communities," the museum told the New York Times.

"Today, there is a new craze for nudity in nature, a craze 
that goes hand in hand with the quest for healthy, 
vegetarian diets and the use of natural therapies, 
meditation and yoga in the open air. These lifestyles, 
along with the rejection of the diktats that weigh down 
our bodies, are all keys to understanding the issues at 
stake in the naturism of yesterday and today."Since 
opening in July, the museum's exhibition has attracted 
nearly 100,000 visitors, with around 600 attending 
five special viewings in the nude.  

Some participants were seasoned naturists, 
distinguishable by their tan-line-free and often 
weathered appearances. Others, however, had little to 
no experience being nude in public, apart from the 
occasional skinny dip. For these individuals, nudity 
was typically limited to locker rooms or intimate 
settings. Attending the exhibit in the nude offered a 
unique opportunity to engage with art and their own 
bodies in a new way-promoting a sense of acceptance 
or, perhaps, neutrality.

Naked museum events aren't entirely new. Similar 
gatherings have taken place in cities like Paris, 
Vienna, Montreal, Barcelona, Milan, and even 
Dorchester in England. However, Mucem may be the 
first major museum to dedicate an entire exhibition to 
the history, culture, and symbolism of naturism-a 
movement akin to nudism but rooted in principles of 
self-respect, respect for others, and harmony with the 
natural world.

I always say that nudity is a tool - a very effective tool - 
to get people to achieve body acceptance," said 
Stephane Deschenes, the president of the International 
Naturist Federation. "But it's not the objective."

The exhibit, Naturist Paradises, chronicles the evolution 
of naturism in Europe over the past century. It begins 
with its origins as a groundbreaking social health 
movement and explores its modern alignment with the 
body positivity movement. The exhibition features an 
array of artefacts, including vintage magazine covers, 
black-and-white photographs, archival videos, 
paintings, and informative text displays.

Honolulu, United States. Taiwan President Lai Ching-
te was feted with a red carpet, garlands of flowers and 
"alohas" as he kicked off his two-day stopover in 
Hawaii on Saturday, part of a Pacific tour that has 
sparked fiery rhetoric from Beijing.

China claims Taiwan as part of its territory and has 
responded to Lai's first overseas trip as president with 
threats to "resolutely crush" any attempt for 
independence.Looking relaxed in a Hawaiian shirt, 
Lai flitted around the US island state, visiting a 
Pacific island history museum, an emergency 
management centre and the USS Arizona Memorial 
in Pearl Harbour.Earlier, he was given the "red carpet 
treatment" on the tarmac of Honolulu's international 
airport, according to his office, which said it was the 
first time a Taiwanese president had been given such 
a welcome.

He was met by Ingrid Larson, managing director in 
Washington of the American Institute in Taiwan, 
Hawaii Governor Josh Green, and others.At every 
turn, Lai was presented with garlands of brightly 
coloured flowers or leaves known as leis, greetings of 
"aloha", and other Hawaiian gifts.In the evening, Lai 
is expected to deliver his first public speech of the 
week-long trip at a dinner attended by US 
government officials and Taiwanese people living 
abroad.Beijing opposes any international recognition 
of Taiwan and its claim to be a sovereign state and 
especially bristles at official contact between the 
island and the United States.Like most countries, 
Washington does  not  recognize  Taiwan 
diplomatically but is its most important backer and 
biggest supplier of arms.In a statement, China's 
foreign ministry said it "strongly condemns" the 
United States for Lai's stopover and that it had 
"lodged serious protests with the US".

"Turn To Love, Not Fear": 
Kate Middleton's Christmas 
Letter After Cancer Battle
London. Kate, Britain's Princess of Wales, says love 

is the greatest gift people can give each other in a 
message to guests who will attend her annual 
Christmas carol service next week at London's 
Westminster Abbey.

The December 6 carol concert, the fourth she has 
hosted, marks Kate's most prominent return to royal 
engagements since she underwent a course of 
preventative chemotherapy for cancer.

In a letter to the 1,600 invited guests, Kate, 42, the 
wife of heir to the throne Prince William, returned to 
themes of love and the need for empathy about 
which she has spoken in previous very personal 
s t a tements  and  v ideo  upda tes  on  her  
health.Christmas, her letter said, was not only a time 
for celebration, but also for reflection and relief 
from the pressures of daily life.

She said the Christmas story reflected "our own 
vulnerabilities", and how much people needed each 
other despite their differences."Above all else it 
encourages us to turn to love, not fear," she wrote. 
"It is this love which is the greatest gift we can 
receive. Not just at Christmas, but every day of our 
lives," she said.William, who earlier this month said 
the year had been "brutal" for the royal family with 
Kate's treatment coming in the wake of his father 
King Charles' own cancer diagnosis, will give a 
reading at the service.Six-time Olympic track 
cycling champion Chris Hoy, who revealed he had 
terminal cancer himself in October, will light a 
candle.The "Together At Christmas" service will be 
broadcast on Britain's ITV on Christmas Eve.

Hindu Spiritual Leader's 
Arrest Being 'Misconstrued': 
Bangladesh To UN Forum
United Nations.The arrest of a Hindu leader in Dhaka 

has been "misconstrued" and he was arrested on 
specific charges, Bangladesh has told a UN forum 
on minority issues, claiming that there has been no 
systematic attack on minorities in the country.Hindu 
priest Chinmoy Krishna Das, a former member of 
International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON), was arrested from Dhaka's Hazrat 
Shahjalal International Airport on Monday. He was 
denied bail and sent to jail by the Chattogram's Sixth 
Metropolitan Magistrate court in a sedition case on 
Tuesday.With utter dismay, we note that the arrest of 
Chinmoy Das has been misconstrued by some 
speakers, although he was actually arrested on 
specific charges. The matter is being dealt with by 
our court of law," Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative of Bangladesh to the UN Offices and 
other international organisations in Geneva Tareq 
Md Ariful Islam said.Islam made the statement 
during the 17th session of the Forum on Minorities 
Issues that took place in Geneva on November 28-
29.After Das, the leader of the Hindu group 
Sammilita Sanatani Jote, was sent to prison, it 
triggered protests by Hindus in various locations, 
including the capital Dhaka and the port city of 
Chattogram.India has noted the developments with 
deep concern even as a diplomatic row has erupted 
between the two South Asian neighbours.

During the session, some Bangladeshi NGOs and 
individuals spoke about the situation in the country. 
A representative of the International Forum for 
Secular Bangladesh (IFSB) said that the situation 
right now in the country is "very alarming" and a 
"very burning issue." Referring to Das' arrest, the 
representative said that ISKCON is a very popular 
and peaceful organisation but the former ISKCON 
leader has been arrested with "nothing accused 
against him. He was arrested three days before in 
Dhaka and now Bangladesh every day .... the police, 
army ... every day, they are torturing the minority."

Islam said that Bangladesh reaffirms that every 
Bangladeshi, regardless of religious identity, has the 
right to practice their respective religion or express 
views freely. "Ensuring safety and security of every 
citizen, including from the minority community, 
remains the cornerstone of the interim government 
of Bangladesh," Islam said.

Taiwan President Gets 'Red 
Carpet' Welcome In US, China 
Reacts

Thanks for dinner: Trudeau's all-smiles 
pic with Trump amid tariff hike threat
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Haryana. These defeats highlight the party’s Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s landslide victory in 
diminishing relevance and raise questions Wayanad, with a margin of over 4.1 lakh 
about its ability to compete against the BJP’s votes, marks a significant moment in her 
organisational strength and narrative control.political career and for the Congress party. 

The key question is: Can Priyanka Gandhi Her win, alongside her mother Sonia Gandhi 
Vadra’s ascent breathe new life into a and brother Rahul Gandhi holding positions 
struggling Congress? While her victory in in Parliament, consolidates the Gandhi 
Wayanad demonstrates localised success, family’s influence in politics. It underscores 
translating this into a national momentum will the party’s reliance on dynastic leadership. 
require strategic reforms, alliances and a clear Priyanka’s charismatic presence and oratory 
vision for the future. It remains to be seen skills are seen as valuable assets for the 
whether she emerges as a transformative leader Congress, especially as her brother continues 
or simply a continuation of the Congress’ to face criticism over his leadership. Her 
dynastic politics. As she steps into the national ability to emotionally engage with voters, 
spotlight, Priyanka faces the daunting particularly women, during her campaign 
challenge of revitalising her party as also helped secure a decisive win. Many within 
proving that the Congress can offer a viable the party hope her rise can inject fresh energy 

Congress has been facing significant electoral setbacks, alternative in the political landscape.and broaden the Congress appeal.
having been thrashed in Maharashtra and losing ground in However, her elevation comes at a critical time. The 

The peril of  allowing 
disputed mosque 

surveys

Why women vote matters, not mandir-masjid

that although it continues to lose one election after that tragic summer of 1991 and went on to give the THE glacial silence in the Congress party following its 
another, and Jharkhand is the exception rather than Congress 10 years under the remarkable decimation in the Maharashtra Assembly polls last 
the rule, the Congress has simply refused to look chairmanship of Manmohan Singh, fades from public week tells you why Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inwards.The astonishing fact remains that the life, her daughter has stepped up to the plate.It’s and his BJP continue to wield power across the 
Congress’ refusal to squarely point the finger at Rahul irrelevant who the baton has been passed to, whether country.In one word, it’s because the Congress 
Gandhi’s leadership allows Modi and the BJP to Sonia’s son or daughter. Just the incredibly magnetic enables them to do so.Photos by The Tribune 
consolidate themselves in state after state. When the presence of the newest Gandhi in the House is enough photographer Mukesh Aggarwal of a Congress 
BJP lost its majority in Parliament this summer, it warning that the Gandhis are no pushovers.That’s Working Committee meeting in the capital on Friday 
closely examined what happened, including why the why Priyanka matters. She may charge up the party unerringly captures this unwitting state of play in the 
RSS hadn’t helped out. In the Haryana and and shake up politics. When she speaks in Parliament, grand old party. One photo shows the elderly 
Maharashtra polls that followed, it ensured it learnt she is sure to electrify the free-floating ions. She is president Mallikarjun Kharge, wrapped in his 
from its mistakes — so it micro-managed every unlikely, though, to rock the boat, because it is her trademark muffler, obsequiously showing his 
Assembly seat in Haryana to pull the rug from under brother who is steering it.This means that the Rahul-younger colleague Rahul Gandhi, also in his 
the feet of an overconfident Congress and romped led Congress would rather undermine the vote, both trademark white T-shirt, a sheet of paper — instead of 
home in Maharashtra with the help of schemes like in Maharashtra and Haryana. Or that the brother-it being the other way round.Over the last six days, 
Ladki Bahin that guaranteed to put money directly sister duo are okay with cracks in the INDIA bloc — the airwaves have been full of tugs and pressures 
into the bank accounts of women.In sharp contrast, as the Trinamool Congress pleads that Parliament be within Maharashtra’s Mahayuti alliance on who is 
the Congress has blamed the EVMs and put down its allowed to function this winter session — rather than going to be the next chief minister, Devendra 

closed in Indian politics — every political party failure to “large-scale fraud”. Instead of climb down from Rahul’s Adani-fuelled bugbear.Fadnavis or Eknath Shinde. In contrast, the Congress 
today, not just the Congress, is littered with the sons acknowledging failure, like all good leaders, Rahul seems to have rolled over and gone back to sleep. All this would be fine if the Congress had won a few 
and daughters of their mothers and fathers led the charge in celebrating the win of his very Some talk about Uddhav Thackeray exiting from the states — after all, everyone loves a winner. But when 
supposedly fighting the good fight. We know the charismatic sister from Wayanad — all very sweet, MVA alliance is roiling the state, but much of the it continues to lose and lose, the question why the 
argument by now. That the people of India are so especially as the young lady showed up in Parliament sound and fury between the alliance constituents had Gandhis are so special and cannot be challenged — 
smart that they won’t accept you, however entitled in a traditional Kerala kasavu sari to take her oath as actually come before the poll results had come in — like the G23 once thought it could, to its detriment — 
you are, if you don’t work hard enough for them.The an MP in impeccably spoken Hindi.But look at it, when they argued about who would be the chief has still not been properly answered.Certainly, no one 
problem with the Congress is no longer dynasty. It is really. There are now three Gandhis in the house — minister of Maharashtra.Certainly, it’s a remarkable will be more pleased with this development than 
the fact that the Gandhis continue to insist on a mother Sonia in the Rajya Sabha, children Rahul and state of affairs. The Congress and Rahul Gandhi Modi. He knows that when he taunts the Congress for 
‘mukhauta,’ a man with a mask, a puppet, really, Priyanka in the Lok Sabha, he from the heart of Uttar regularly accuse the BJP of promoting Modi to demi- its lack of inner-party democracy, he strikes a chord in 
while the Family pulls the strings from behind. With Pradesh in Raebareli, she from the stunning southern god status – a fact the PM himself acknowledged in millions of Indians. He knows and the country knows 
her elevation to the Lok Sabha, Priyanka has joined hill district of Wayanad. Make no mistake, the family an interview to News18 in the run-up to the Lok that the days of ‘India is Indira’ are long over, and if 
the ranks of the puppeteers. As her mother, a fief has gotten even stronger. The control of the Sabha election in Varanasi, when he said he “was the Gandhis refuse to take responsibility, the grand 
remarkable woman who held the family together in Gandhis over the Congress has become even convinced God had sent (me), as this energy cannot old party will slowly wither and the mothballs take 
the awful aftermath of her husband’s assassination in tighter.The anti-dynasty argument has been long be from my biological body” — but the fact remains over.

Charisma vs crisis

THE dispute over the Shahi Jama Masjid in 
Sambhal is the most recent instance in a spate of 
petitions in courts, seeking directions to survey 
existing mosques to determine temple remains. 
This is part of a concerted attempt to intensify 
disputes over mosques in Varanasi, Mathura and, 
now, the Shahi Jama Masjid in Sambhal, which 
enjoys the official status of a 'protected 
monument' and has been earlier declared a 
'monument of national importance.'Over the past 
few years, these disputes have been escalated 
with the active encouragement of politically 
affiliated rightwing groups, aimed at 
weaponising faith and puffing up interreligious 
conflicts.After the Supreme Court delivered the 
verdict in favour of the Hindu parties in the 
Ayodhya case, it was widely believed that 
conflicts over disputed sites would cease and 
communal mobilisation would, henceforth, 
abate.Contrary to this, the Ayodhya judgment 
opened up the pathway for petitions demanding 
access to mosques on grounds that there was a 
temple beneath it. There is an expectation that 
given the prevailing political climate, the courts 
will respond favourably. The template is clear — 
a court-mandated archaeological survey and a 
judiciary which privileges the faith of the 
majority in interreligious disputes.It was to 
prevent such attempts to change the character of 
the places of worship in the name of correcting 
perceived historical wrongs that Parliament 
enacted the Places of Worship (Special 
Provisions) Act, 1991. This law essentially lays 
down that the religious character of all places of 
worship would remain the same as it was on 
August 15, 1947, barring the Ram Janmabhoomi 
in Ayodhya, and that no person shall convert any 
place of worship of any religious denomination 
into one of a different denomination or 
section.This, however, couldn't stop proceedings 
in the Gyanvapi case from taking a swift turn after 
five Hindu devotees moved a Varanasi civil court, 
seeking permission to offer daily prayers at the 
Gyanvapi mosque, which they claimed housed 
several Hindu deities.

This was followed by an order of a district curt 
directing the Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI) to determine if a mosque was 
superimposed on a pre-existing temple. The 
Anjuman Intezamia Masjid, which manages the 
affairs of Gyanvapi, had argued in the apex court 
that the survey of the mosque premises would 
defeat the spirit of the 1991 Act. But this was set 
aside. The Supreme Court allowed the right-wing 
groups to proceed with the litigation. The survey 
was subsequently carried out by the ASI.

Claims to the Gyanvapi mosque are a re-enactment 
of the events in Ayodhya. As in the case of 
Ayodhya, this dispute is not about law, nor 
history, but about politics and pushing the far-
right project of Hindu supremacy, with courts 
coming up with ingenious legal justifications to 
circumvent the Act.The former Chief Justice of 
India (CJI), DY Chandrachud, set the ball rolling 
by his observation that changing the 'religious 
character' of a place of worship may be prohibited 
under the Act, but 'finding the nature of the 
religious place' was not. This opened the way for 
resurrecting dozens of historical disputes as there 
was nothing barring courts from trying to 
ascertain the 'religious character' of a particular 
place of worship.In line with this approach, the 
Supreme Court refused to stay the Allahabad 
High Court's order allowing a survey to be 
conducted at the Shahi Idgah mosque in Mathura 
to examine whether it was built on a temple.Not 
only can this train of events be used to alter the 
character of the place of worship, but it also 
allows the right-wing to rake up issues around 
disputed sites of worship nationally and dredge 
up religious sentiments locally to keep the 
communal pot boiling.The mosque management 
committees in Varanasi and Mathura cases 
challenged the survey exercises based on the 
Places of Worship (Special Provisions) .

have voted for the “tribal” party, the Jharkhand empowerment-oriented cash transfer schemes THE landslide nature of the victory of the BJP-led 
Mukti Morcha (JMM).It is not just the Lok Sabha played a decisive role.What many analysts forget is NDA in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls captured so much 
elections whose outcomes now depend on what that ‘bribing’ voters has been a factor in Indian attention that pundits virtually forgot a historical 
women think and how they decide to vote. They, elections since long. These were mostly confined to milestone. For the first time ever since the Lok 
perhaps, play an even bigger role in determining the cash and liquor to males who would then ‘decide’ Sabha elections were held in 1952, the female voter 
outcome of the Assembly elections in the states. And which way the family voted. Bypassing males and turnout surpassed the male turnout. So focused was 
they do snub and reject the BJP if they are convinced directly helping females is a relatively new everyone on the ‘Balakot’ effect that not much 
that there is a better alternative. When the Assembly phenomenon and is clearly paying rich dividends.attention was paid to tens of millions of women who 
elections were held in Haryana in October, Congress thanked the then ruling party for toilets, gas There is another factor that is being missed by most 
candidate and champion wrestler Vinesh Phogat cylinders, pucca houses, electricity connections, Jan analysts while arguing about the growing power of 
became a symbol of the resurgence of the Congress Dhan accounts and Mudra loans by voting in droves the female vote. Almost all of it seems confined to 
in the state. The outcome seemed a foregone for the BJP. How do you think the BJP vote share just the impact of direct cash transfers. It is almost as 
conclusion, with almost everyone expecting a jumped from about 31 per cent in 2014 to almost 38 if the female voter is concerned only with the cash in 
Congress sweep.per cent in 2019?Interestingly, the gap between her bank account when she decides whom to vote 

male and female voter turnout dropped from 4.5 per Unfortunately for the Congress, the ‘silent’ female for. That she is not concerned about other issues that 
cent in 2009 to 1.5 per cent in 2014. And the would engage a male voter. At best, such an 
BJP became the first party in 30 years to analysis is deeply patriarchal. Women have 
win a Lok Sabha majority. Even more agency. They think independently. And while 
interesting: the female voter turnout they do prioritise money in the bank (who 
dropped significantly in the 2024 Lok doesn’t), they also think about other 
Sabha elections as compared to 2019. And issues.Once again, Jharkhand and Maharashtra 
the BJP lost its majority. The message is provided telling examples. CVoter surveys in 
stark: even misogynist politicians can no Jharkhand had been repeatedly showing that 
longer afford to underestimate the power of the arrest of Chief Minister Hemant Soren by 
the female voter to make a decisive the ED had backfired politically. Many local 
difference in elections.Mandal and mandir voters considered it to be an assault on their 
are considered to be turning points in the identity and pride. This added a multiplier 
Indian e lec tora l  h is tory,  having effect to the Maiya Samman Yojana and the 
irreversibly changed politics and elections JMM-led alliance romped home.
in India. The growing role and power of the Add to this the Kalpana Soren factor. Kalpana 
female voter, too, can be described as a went out of her way to campaign for her 
historical turning point in Indian politics. husband Hemant Soren when he was in jail. A 
Gradually, yet irreversibly, the female simple housewife, when asked to fill the 
voter is no longer willing to follow the vacuum of leadership in her party not only rose 

voter had other ideas. She seemed to have prioritised diktats of a panchayat or a patriarch on whom and to that occasion but also became the most potent and 
her satisfaction with the incumbent on important which party to vote for. She may not be as noisily lethal campaigner in the moment of crisis.Yes, India 
issues than get swayed by the Jat machismo. In the aggressive as the female voter in the United States, remains a patriarchal society. The representation of 
end, the BJP won 48 seats while the Congress had to but is still quietly enjoying her own agency. women in the Lok Sabha and Assemblies is still 
be content with just 37 in a House of 90.For decades, savvy marketing professionals have abysmal. But while they are still to get elected in 

But the real impact and power of the female voter realised that it is the woman who can make her large numbers, they now decide who gets 
reverberated when the Assembly elections were family choose your brand. Savvy politicians, too, elected.Ten years back, they became one of the 
held in Jharkhand and Maharashtra. In both states, are now realising and recognising this reality. Caste, deciding factors of the election mandates. After the 
analysts talked about strong anti-incumbency and ethnic and religious identity do matter even today. current round of elections, they have arrived as the 
anger at food inflation that eroded household But the female voter is demolishing these silos. A dictating factor of the mandate. Now just wait for the 
budgets. Other analysts argued that the ruling CSDS (Centre for the Study of Developing 33 per cent reservation to become reality, and the 
incumbents in both states had played a trump card Societies) survey of the Maharashtra Assembly politics of India will be forced to go beyond the 
by implementing direct cash transfer schemes for elections found that close to a quarter of Muslim realms of Mandal and kamandal. It is not a question 
women. It was the Ladki Bahin scheme in women have voted for the Mahayuti. Another of ‘if’ anymore but just a question of ‘when’ that will 
Maharashtra and the Maiya Samman Yojana in CVoter post-poll survey of Jharkhand has revealed happen. Well, that ‘when’ actually happened 
Jharkhand. In the end, these female welfare and that a large proportion of the upper-caste women yesterday.

HE landslide nature of the victory of the BJP-led NDA in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls captured so much attention that 

pundits virtually forgot a historical milestone. For the first time ever since the Lok Sabha elections were held in...

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s landslide victory in Wayanad, with a margin of  over 4.1 lakh votes, marks a significant moment in her political career and for the 

Congress party. Her win, alongside her mother Sonia Gandhi and brother Rahul Gandhi holding...

Editorial

A gentleman whom I have never met wrote a letter to me last week. He is 74 and holds a post-graduate degree in arts 
from Punjab. He begins his epistle by stating, “Your role in Punjab as the police chief...

Priyanka consolidates Gandhi fief
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