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Fadnavis takes oath as Maharashtra CM,
Shinde and Pawar get deputy CM post
Simmi Kaur Babbar

Mumbai, Dec 05: The swearing-in
ceremony was attended by over 42,000
attendees, including high-profile
guests like Shah Rukh Khan, Madhuri
Dixit, and Kumar Mangalam Birla.
Devendra Fadnavis today took oath as
the Chief Minister of Maharashtra for
the third time in a grand ceremony in
Mumbai's Azad Maidan. The ceremo-
ny was attended by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and several other dig-
nitaries. This is Fadnavis' third term
as the Maharashtra Chief Minister.
Along with the BJP leader, Shiv Sena
chief Eknath Shinde and NCP leader
Ajit Pawar were also sworn in as
deputy chief ministers of
Maharashtra. Get healthy, glowing
skin naturally with Kapiva’s skincare
products. Shop today! Asked when
other ministers would take oath, BJP
leader Sudhir Mungantiwar said, ""It
is most likely that the council of minis-
ters will be sworn in before the winter ses-
sion of the assembly starts, so as to avoid

administrative disruption." The new gov-
ernment formation comes after two weeks

of intense negotiations between parties
within the Mahayuti alliance, which
emphatically won the Maharashtra assem-

bly elections. Together with allies Shiv
Sena and NCP, the BJP-led Mahayuti

coalition has a commanding majority of
230 seats. The BJP alone won 132. The
swearing-in ceremony was attended by

over 42,000 attendees, including high-pro-
file guests like Shah Rukh Khan, Madhuri

Dixit, Sachin Tendulkar and Kumar
Mangalam Birla. In addition to PM
Modi, several Union ministers, chief
ministers, and deputy CMs from vari-
ous states were present at Mumbai's
Azad Maidan. Special arrangements
were made to accommodate 40,000
BJP supporters, while a separate seat-
ing area was set aside for 2,000 VVIPs,
including religious leaders. Over 4,000
police personnel were deployed for
security. Fadnavis, who has served as
chief minister twice, led the BJP-Shiv
Sena government from 2014 to 2019.
After the 2019 elections, when the
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
broke ties with the BJP over the CM
post, Fadnavis was sworn in again with
Ajit Pawar as his deputy. However, this
government lasted only 72 hours due
to Pawar’s failure to secure sufficient
support from NCP MLAs. Following a

split in the Shiv Sena, Fadnavis became
deputy CM under the Mahayuti govern-
ment led by Shinde.

Investments in India are profitable, Russia
ready to place manufacturing site in country

Naresh Malhotra
Moscow, Dec 05: Russian President

Vladimir Putin lauded Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the Indian government for creating
“stable conditions” for small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) and offered to place
Russian manufacturing sites in
India. Speaking at the 15th VTB
Investment Forum in Moscow
on Wednesday, Putin also noted
the rise of new Russian brands
replacing Western brands that
have exited the market, noting
the success of local Russian
manufacturers in sectors such
as consumer goods, IT, high-
tech, and agriculture. “For us, it
has special relevance as part of
the import substitution pro-
gramme, we see the advent of
many new Russian brands sub-
stituting the brand by Western
partners who have voluntarily left our market.
And our local manufacturers have been quite
successful not only in consumer goods but also
in IT, high tech and agriculture,” he said. “In

agriculture, the number of our manufacturers
and producers keeps growing. In 1988, the
Soviet Union imported grains for USD 35 bil-
lion, and last year, we exported grains to the
tune of USD 66 billion, and to a large extent that
is to our farmers and producers. And in all these

sectors of the Russian Federation, including
high-tech ones, there is an acute need to expand
the opportunities to sell and export products,”
Putin said. He also mentioned that Russia’s
import substitution programme is similar to

India’s “Make in India” initiative and noted that
India's leadership focused on a policy of priori-
tising its interests. He also offered to place
Russian manufacturing sites in India. “Prime
Minister Modi has a similar programme ‘Make
in India’. This is a very similar programme to
ours,” Putin said. “And we would be ready to
place our manufacturing site in India. Also, the
biggest investment in India in the economy to
the tune of USD 20 billion by Rosneft happened
not long ago,” he added. Rosneft is the biggest
oil producer company in the Russian
Federation. “The Prime Minister of India and
the Government of India have been creating sta-
ble conditions and this is because the Indian
leadership has been pursuing India comes first
policy and we believe that investments in India
are profitable,” the Russian President said.
Putin also urged for greater cooperation among
BRICS nations to support the growth of SMEs.
The nine-member BRICS bloc includes India,
China, Russia, and Brazil. “I would ask col-
leagues responsible for the BRICS corporation
to analyse the situation on the main areas of
cooperation, and we will definitely draw the
attention of Brazilian colleagues who will chair
BRICS next year,” he added.

INDIA bloc MPs protest over Adani issue,
wear jackets reading 'Modi Adani Ek Hai'

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Dec 05: In an unusual

protest, leaders of several
INDIA bloc parties wore black
jackets with stickers reading
“Modi Adani Ek Hai” and
“Adani Safe Hai” on them, and
raised slogans on the
Parliament premises to
demand a joint parliamentary
probe into the Adani issue.
Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi put the
sticker on his trademark white
T-shirt. He said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi can-
not get an investigation done
against Adani Group chair-
man Gautam Adani as it would
amount to getting a probe
done against himself. Congress MPs,
including Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and
lawmakers of several other opposition
parties like Rashtriya Janata Dal and the
Left, participated in the protest. Both

Rahul and Priyanka demanded that a dis-
cussion on the indictment of Adani in a
US court on charges of bribery and

fraud must take place in Parliament and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi must
speak in the House on the issue. The
protest took place in front of the steps of
Parliament’s Makar Dwar and not on the

steps leading to it as a Lok Sabha
Secretariat advisory and Speaker Om
Birla had flagged the issue. A little later,

the protesting MPs lined up in
front of the Samvidhan Sadan
and raised slogans against Modi
and Adani there. The Lok Sabha
Secretariat on Tuesday issued
an advisory urging the MPs not
to hold protests in front of
Parliament gates, saying that
such obstruction of movement
could affect their safety and
security. The opposition MPs
had held a protest on the steps of
Makar Dwar on Tuesday and
Wednesday. The Trinamool
Congress has stayed away from
the protests against Adani. The
Congress and some other oppo-

sition parties have been demanding a
Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC)
probe following the indictment of Adani
and other company officials in a US
court.

Nature, DNA of what happened in Ayodhya, Sambhal in
Babur's era and now Bangladesh same: Adityanath

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
Lucknow, Dec. 05: Uttar Pradesh

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Thursday accused the Opposition parties
of trying to divide society, saying what
Mughal ruler Babur's army did in
Ayodhya and Sambhal is what is hap-
pening in Bangladesh. The chief minis-
ter, who was in the temple town for the
inauguration of the 43rd Ramayan
Mela, said Lord Ram united the whole
society. "Had we given importance to
unity and not let the strategy of nation's
enemies succeed in creating social ani-
mosity, this country would have never
become a slave. Our pilgrimages would
not have become impure. A handful of
invaders would not have dared to
invade us and and would be crushed by
India's brave soldiers," Adityanath said.
"But those creating obstacles within the
society were able to succeed. Their genes
remain the same even today. Those who

indulge in caste-based politics to shatter
the social fabric are still active," the CM
said. 500 years ago, a general of Babur
committed certain deeds in Ayodhya, sim-
ilar acts in Sambhal, and what is happen-

ing today in Bangladesh. The nature and
DNA of all three are the same," he added.
The BJP leader said if someone believes
that what is happening in India was dis-
similar to what happened in Bangladesh

then they are mistaken. "Divisive ele-
ments are there already, tearing apart the
social fabric, breaking social unity, and
making full arrangements 'aapko kaatne
aur katwaane ka'," he said. "These divi-

sive forces include many who
have purchased properties in
countries around the world.
When a crisis strikes here, they
will flee to those places, leaving
the people here to suffer and die.
This is what they do," he added.
Ever since the Sheikh Hasina-led
Bangladesh government was
toppled in August this year after
intense student protests, the
Muslim-majority neighbouring
country has reported wide-
spread violence against religious

minorities, including the Hindu communi-
ty. Violence erupted in Sambhal last
month, leading to the killing of four
Muslim men, over a survey of a local
mosque.

Unnao rape case: Delhi HC grants
interim bail to Kuldeep Sengar 

ST Correspondent
New Delhi, Dec 05: The Delhi High Court on Thursday

granted a two-week interim bail on medical grounds to
expelled BJP leader Kuldeep Singh Sengar, who is serving
life term for raping a minor in Uttar Pradesh’s Unnao in
2017. A bench headed by Justice Prathiba M Singh sus-
pended the sentence for the time being and directed that
Sengar be admitted to AIIMS-Delhi for his medical evalua-
tion and must remain in the capital once discharged.
“Considering the history of the case as also the medical
condition of the applicant, it is directed that the applicant
will be released on interim bail for two weeks and he shall
seek admission in AIIMS Delhi for a comprehensive med-

ical evaluation,” the bench, also comprising Justice Amit
Sharma, said. The court sought a report from the medical
board of AIIMS and listed the matter for hearing on
December 20. Sengar is also serving a 10-year jail term in
connection with the custodial death of the Unnao rape vic-
tim’s father. His plea for interim bail in that case is still pend-
ing before another bench of the high court. Sengar sought
interim bail on the grounds that he was suffering from var-
ious ailments, like cataract, that required urgent attention.
The plea was opposed by the victim’s lawyer as well as the
CBI. Sengar’s appeal challenging the trial court’s verdict in
the main Unnao rape case is pending in the high court. He
has sought quashing of the December 2019 judgement of
the trial court which sentenced him to imprisonment for the
remainder of his life. The girl was kidnapped and raped by
Sengar in 2017 when she was a minor. On March 13, 2020,
Sengar was sentenced to 10 years’ rigorous imprisonment
and was fined Rs 10 lakh, in connection with the case of cus-
todial death of the rape victim’s father. The court had also
awarded a 10-year jail term to Sengar’s brother Atul Singh
Sengar and five others. The father of the rape victim was
arrested at the behest of Sengar in a case under the Arms
Act. He died in custody on April 9, 2018. The rape case and
other connected cases were transferred to Delhi from a trial
court in Uttar Pradesh on the directions of the Supreme
Court on August 1, 2019.

Opposition slams NDA government
over ‘Hindification of laws'

New Delhi, Dec 05: The accusations were lev-
elled by the opposition during a discussion on the
Bharatiya Vayuyan Vidheyak bill, whose title was
changed from English to Hindi. Opposition lead-
ers on Thursday accused the Central government
of imposing Hindi by bringing new bills titled in
the language. While the charges were being lev-
elled against them in Rajya Sabha, the NDA-led
government's bench responded by saying that
the opposition was stuck with a colonial mindset.
During a discussion on 'The Bharatiya Vayuyan
Vidheyak, 2024', an act that seeks to replace the
90-year-old Aircraft Act, Trinamool Congress
leader Sagarika Ghose opposed the bill's name,
while a YSRCP leader asked the government to
reconsider the bill's "nomenclature". Notably, bill
has been introduced with a goal of boosting ease
of doing business and attracting new investments
in the aviation sector. TMC's Ghosh asked why so
many laws have "Hindi names?" and said that
"this is an imposition of Hindi". She remarked that
the mandate to the government in 2024 was for
"diversity, dividend, and the federal principle" but,
Ghose added, the Centre is persistent on
'Hindification of laws'. The TMC leader also point-
ed out that the Indian Penal Code has been
replaced with Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and now
the Indian Aircraft Act is being changed to
Bharatiya Vayuyan Vidheyak.

Ranchi, Dec 05: Eleven MLAs, including
six from JMM, were sworn in as ministers in
the Hemant Soren government in Jharkhand
on Thursday. Governor Santosh Kumar
Gangwar administered the oath to the minis-

ters at Ashok Udyan of the Raj Bhavan here.
The six JMM legislators, who took oath as
ministers, are Sudivya Kumar, Deepak
Birua, Ramdas Soren, Chamra Linda,
Yogendra Prasad and Hafijul Hasan.
Congress MLAs Deepika Pandey Singh,
Shilpi Neha Tirkey, Irfan Ansari and

Radhakrishna Kishore were sworn in as min-
isters, while RJD’s Sanjay Prasad Yadav also
found a berth. JMM leader Hemant Soren
took oath as the chief minister on November
28. Six new faces have been inducted into the

Hemant Soren government, while
Deepika Pandey Singh, Irfan Ansari,
Deepak Birua and Ramdas Soren have
got ministerial positions for the second
time and Hafizul Hasan for the third. The
swearing-in ceremony began with
Stephen Marandi taking oath as the pro-
tem speaker of the assembly. Marandi, a
senior JMM MLA, was appointed as pro-
tem Speaker of the assembly after
Hemant Soren took oath as the chief
minister last week. The JMM-led
alliance, last month, stormed to power in
Jharkhand for the second time in a row,
securing 56 seats in the 81-member

assembly, while the BJP-headed NDA man-
aged 24. The Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD),
which emerged as a surprise element in the
Jharkhand assembly elections with its candi-
dates winning in four of the six seats where
the party contested, got one ministerial
berth. 

Six JMM MLAs among 11 take oath
as Jharkhand ministers

Supreme Court allows
GRAP 4 measures to be 

relaxed to GRAP Stage 2 in Delhi
New Delhi, Dec 05: The Supreme

Court on Thursday allowed GRAP 4 meas-
ures to be relaxed to GRAP Stage 2 in
Delhi. The court directed CAQM to
ensure that any day when AQI crosses 350
or 400, Stage 3 or Stage 4 will be immedi-
ately enforced. The top court will continue
monitoring GRAP measures. The apex
court suggested that the CAQM include
some additional measures from GRAP 3 in
curbs till the AQI further improves in
Delhi-NCR. The court also directed the air
quality monitoring panel not to go below
stage 2 of GRAP restrictions in Delhi-NCR.
The capital's air quality on Thursday
improved with the AQI settling in the
‘moderate’ category at 161, PTI reported.
Of the 38 monitoring stations that record-
ed air quality data, only six stations report-
ed levels in the poor category, according to
the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB). An AQI between zero and 50 is
considered 'good', 51 and 100 'satisfacto-
ry', 101 and 200 'moderate', 201 and 300
'poor', 301 and 400 'very poor', and 401 and
500 'severe'.
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approval.In the first phase, 15 Gurgaon. Deputy commissioner Ajay 
societies were covered. District Town Kumar, in a meeting with builder 
Planner (DTP) Manish Yadav said management teams, stressed the 
that while testing in 11 of these were urgency of expediting the structural 
complete and repairs initiated in two, audit in residential societies.He 
pending fees in others was delaying expressed dissatisfaction with 
the process.In the second phase, builders delaying deposit of their 
which included 23 societies, builders share of audit fees, calling such 
of 20 societies and RWAs of 22 behaviour ‘irresponsible' towards 
societies were yet to submit their fees.citizens'  safety."Delaying the 

structural audit and fee deposits According to the DC, structural audits 
shows a lack of accountability were cri t ical  for identifying 
towards citizens' safety. Such vulnerabilities and initiating timely 
behaviour is unacceptable," he stated, repairs to prevent potential hazards. 
directing the defaulting resident He warned builders of strict action if 
welfare associations (RWAs) to attend further delays occurred, reiterating 
a separate meeting and instructed the administration's commitment to 
builders to ensure compliance swiftly. safeguarding residents' well-being.

Additional deputy commissioner He also stressed on the importance of 
(ADC) Hitesh Kumar Meena clarified builders and RWAs working 
that in order to ensure faster collaboratively and complying with also given the option of choosing non-
completion of audits, builders were directives to avoid penalties.empanelled agencies with RWA 

ED’s PFI case is like putting cart 
before horse: Delhi high court

Pay up fee or face action: Gurgaon DC 
warns builders over safety audit delays

return tickets to Delhi were pre-booked.NEW DELHI. Delhi State Consumer 
Singh tried to take up the issue with Uber Disputes Redressal Commission has 

but there was no response to a legal upheld a district commission ruling that 
notice dated Nov 23, 2021. So, he filed a deemed Uber India Systems Pvt Ltd's 
consumer complaint with Delhi District failure to provide a cab on time and non-
Commission.resolution of the issue as a "deficiency 

In Oct 2023, the district commission in service".The district commission had 
ordered Uber to pay Rs 24,100 for the asked Uber to pay Rs 24,100 as 
replacement tickets and Rs 30,000 for compensation, plus Rs 30,000 for 
mental distress and legal costs. mental distress and legal costs.
Challenging the decision at Delhi State A bench of Justices Pinki and Sangeeta 
Consumer  Disputes  Redressa l  Dhingra Sehgal noted that Uber 
Commission, Uber India claimed provided neither evidence nor adequate 
"insufficient opportunity" to present its justification for the taxi's non-arrival. 
case and denied any "deficiency in "As a service provider facilitating the 
service". It maintained its role as a cab transportation process, the appellant 
aggregator, arguing against liability for (Uber) has an obligation to ensure 
drivers' defaults. It pointed out Singh's services are provided without undue 
decision to use a local taxi, instead of delay or inconvenience. Its inability to 
requesting another ride through the app.deliver constitutes a clear deficiency in 

However, the bench said since Uber India service. The appellant must be held 
functions as a facilitator, it should have accountable for the harm caused to the 
provided a viable alternative. Failure of Airport. The driver never arrived and airport at 5.15am. The delay caused him complainant," the Nov 11 order stated.
grievance redressal highlighted the lack thereA was no response from the firm and his wife to miss their Delhi-Indore The incident dates back to Nov 19, 2022. 
of responsibility in ensuring a seamless despite numerous calls. Singh cancelled flight. They could spend less than 12 The complainant, Upendra Singh, had 
customer experience, it added.Uber and took a local taxi, reaching the hours with their family in Indore, as booked Uber at 3.15am to go to IGI 

Failure to provide cab on time deficiency in 
service': Delhi consumer panel to Uber

A farmers’ stir that does not have MSP at its core
vs Pramod & Others (2012). In 2015, it compensation and 5% additional plots Noida. Farmers in Noida and Greater Noida 
directed petitioners should receive 64.7% was a unified decision, and since have long sought 10% of abadi plots or 
additional compensation and 10% 64.7% compensation was already equivalent compensation for the 
developed residential land. In accordance provided, refusing the additional 5% acquisition of their lands for industrial 
with the court's orders, Noida Authority p lo t  was  un jus t i f i ab le ,  t hey  development. The demand has been at the 
was assigned the responsibility of claimed.Farmers highlighted that a heart of their grievances since the initial 
addressing the claims of farmers whose public notice issued by the former land acquisitions dating back to 1997 and 
petitions were previously dismissed, as chairman and CEO of Noida on May makes their protest different from the 
well as those who did not challenge the 21, 2015, assured farmers that they large-scale agitations launched by 
notifications in court. would be given 64.7% additional farmers which have had minimum 

compensation and the additional 5% support price (MSP) as a focal point. Farmers take legal course
plot, with no need for them to go to Protests for abadi land, which gained After a state govt nod in Aug 2013, and 
court. Many farmers, in good faith, momentum over the years, saw a turning subsequent approval by its board in the included in the land acquisition 

withdrew their petitions, only to see their point in 2023, leading to an agreement 180th and 182nd meetings in 2013 and notification. These farmers filed petitions 
rights violated.In response to these and the formation of various committees 2014, respectively, Noida Authority — Mangeram & Others vs State of UP & 
continuous demands, a proposal to address the issue. However, their approved 64.7% additional compensation Others — in the high court in 2016, but 
regarding the provision of 10% demands have remained unmet. for the land acquired between March 30, these were rejected on Aug 1, 
developed land or equivalent monetary 2002 and March 31, 2014, covering both Protest starts in 16 villages 2016.Farmers' organisations filed special 
compensation for farmers, in relation to contested and uncontested notifications. Farmers from 16 villages opposed land leave petitions in 2018 (Khatoon & Ors 
the land acquired under unchallenged It has already distributed additional acquisition by Noida Authority for Vs. State of UP & Ors), which were also 
acquisition notifications, was presented at compensation for land acquired during industries and challenged 19 notifications dismissed by the Supreme Court on Feb 
the 196th meeting of the Noida Authority this period.But in the 191st board meeting issued in the matter. In 2011, farmers filed 15, 2018.Despite these legal outcomes, in 
on March 1, 2019.The board of directors on Dec 21, 2016, Noida Authority petitions — Gajraj & Others vs State of 2019-2020, farmers' organisations 
discussed the proposal, and in light of the decided only petitioners covered by the UP & Others, and Pratap Singh vs State of continued to demand the provision of an 
various orders from the Supreme Court full bench order of the Allahabad High UP & Others (2008) — in the Allahabad additional 5% or 10% of land or its 
and High Court, it was decided that Court dated October 21, 2011, would be High Court. The court issued full bench equivalent in cash. They argued the 
farmers who received 64.7% additional eligible to receive 10% developed orders on Oct 21, 2011, and Feb 17, 2012, requirement for farmers to approach the 
compensation would be considered residential land, or an equivalent amount respectively.The Supreme Court later court to receive the additional 10% land 
eligible for the allocation of additional in cash, based on the net area of the addressed these issues through special should be abolished, and that all farmers 
5% or 10% developed plots, as per the acquired land.This decision led to leave petitions, including Savitri Devi vs should be provided either a plot or 
eligibility criteria and policies set by the dissatisfaction among farmers who were State of UP & Others (2011) and Greater compensation starting from 1997.The 
Authority.not part of the court's orders but were Noida Industrial Development Authority decision to grant 64.7% additional 

22 years & counting, 
city auto market 

project still on paper
Gurgaon. Even after 22 years, the promise to 

develop an auto market in the city has remained 
on papers. The market was planned by HUDA 
(now HSVP) on 55 acres in Sector 10 to avoid 
spurt of haphazard roadside shops for 
automotive parts and mechanics.

In Aug 2002, then chief minister Omprakash 
Chautala laid the foundation stone of the 
project but over the years, the 55-acre land 
earmarked for it has turned into a dumping site 
for construction and demolition waste.Now the 
govt has directed HSVP to clear the land to 
revive the project.

"HSVP Gurgaon has been directed to seek the 
help of MCG to clear C&D waste from the land 
and initiate the development works," said a 
senior official from HSVP, adding that mention 
of the project came up during the review of 
announcements made by the chief minister.The 
auto market, also part of announcements made 
by CM, has remained pending for over two 
decades. In 2002, HSVP submitted a cost 
estimate of Rs 2.70 crore to build roads and 
develop a car parking as part of the proposed 
market and Rs 2.46 crore was spent on garbage 
disposal, soil movement, water supply, and 
sewerage in the demarcated area in 2006.

CAG, in its audit report for 2015, pulled up HSVP 
for wasting money on the site of the project, 
which was not yet functional. The issue was 
a l s o  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  H a r y a n a  s t a t e  
assembly."During the physical verification in 
2014 by audit and HUDA staff, it was observed 
that the Sector 10 site was used as a dumping 
ground. No time schedule was fixed to develop 
the plot after it was acquired. As a result, the 
ent i re  expendi ture  incurred on the 
development of the area was rendered 
infructuous," CAG's audit report read.In 2016, 
HSVP tried to bring the project back on track 
by planning to install a mobile C&D waste 
treatment unit on a public-private partnership 
(PPP) basis. The unit was intended to help in 
clearing the site and reviving the much-delayed 
project. However, that too, remained on 
paper.At present, auto markets are located at 
Old Delhi Road, Khandsa Road, Bhim Nagar, 
Nehru Stadium, and Sheetla Mata Mandir. "A 
heavy traffic jam is caused on these roads due 
to these markets," said a senior HSVP official.

News box

Gurgaon. Three people, who are part of a fake call 
centre, were arrested by cyber cops on Wednesday for 
allegedly cheating United States residents by posing as 
customer care executives of prominent tech 
companies.Amandeep Singh alias Prince (34), a 
resident of Delhi's Tagore Garden Extension, and 
Palwinder Singh (25) and Ishwar Ghai (25) — both 
from Santgarh in Tilak Nagar — were running the 
illegal call centre without govt authorisation, police 
said. According to officials, the trio targeted victims by 
sending pop-up advertisements displaying a toll-free 
number and posing as customer care representatives.

When victims called the number, the accused gained 
remote access to their computers under the guise of 
resolving malware or software issues. They then 
charged victims 100 to 500 dollars in gift cards for the 
supposed service. Prince allegedly operated the setup 
and paid his two associates Rs 35,000 each per month 
along with a 1% commission on the total defrauded 
amount, an official revealed. This operation has been 
ongoing since Aug 24.Acting on a tip-off, Cyber South 
police raided the house around 9pm on Tuesday.

"We received information about suspicious activities 
linked to an illegal call center. The accused were found 
cheating US residents under the pretext of providing 
technical support," said ACP Cyber Crime Priyanshu 
Diwan.During the raid, police recovered two laptops 
and a mobile phone. A suo motu case was registered 
under BNS sections 318 (cheating and dishonestly 
inducing delivery of property) and 319 (cheating by 
personation) of BNS and relevant provisions of the IT 
Act.

Fake call centre that cheated 
US citizens busted, 3 arrested

Gurgaon. Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP), a digital 
initiative launched to reduce red tape and make access 
to govt schemes easier for people by eliminating visits 
to govt offices for small tasks, has become a major 
pain point for residents. Complaints on PPP comprise 
5% of the total grievances reaching the doors of the 
Haryana Human Rights Commission (HHRC), and a 
majority of them related to the denial of govt benefits 
due to high income shown in the PPP, said Deep 
Bhatia, an HHRC member.Poor implementation of the 
digital initiative was a significant grievance of the 
people before the assembly election. After taking 
charge as the chief minister in March, Nayab Singh 
Saini started special camps to address issues related to 
the PPP, and yet the woes persist.HHRC stated they 
have started receiving complaints about discrepancies 
in the PPP. The Haryana govt uses data from PPP for 
schemes like old age pension, widow pension, and 
other benefits. Individuals/ families need an annual 
income of less than Rs 1.8 lakh per annum to avail of 
these benefits. An increase in the income limit makes 
people ineligible for the schemes.

On July 25, 2019, the Haryana govt launched the family 
ID portal PPP, followed by the rollout of cards in 2020. 
The idea was to create a database of families in the 
state that would help the govt streamline the 
distribution and monitoring of social security schemes. 
An estimate of 54 families was drawn up, and a unique 
eight-digit ID was made mandatory for each.A senior 
govt official said the state is aware of the issue and 
several initiatives are being taken to address it. 

New Delhi. Delhi Metro services on the Blue Line 
experienced disruptions on Thursday as a result of 
cable theft that occurred between Moti Nagar and Kirti 
Nagar stations, leading to considerable delays for 
passengers.The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation 
(DMRC) informed passengers about the issue through 
posts on X, advising them to plan their journeys 
accordingly."There is a delay in services on the Blue 
Line due to a cable theft between Moti Nagar and Kirti 
Nagar. The inconvenience is regretted," the DMRC 
stated.In another update post, DMRC clarified that the 
cable theft issue could only be resolved after the 
operational hours of the metro."The cable theft issue on 
the Blue Line between Moti Nagar and Kirti Nagar will 
be rectified only after the end of operational hours in 
the night," it said in the post."Since the trains will 
operate on restricted speed on the affected section 
during the day, there would be some delay in services," 
it said.The corporation urged commuters to plan their 
travel with the delays in mind, noting, "The journey 
shall take some additional time."The Blue Line, a 
crucial and heavily trafficked corridor of Delhi Metro, 
connects Dwarka in the west of the national capital to 
Noida and Vaishali in the east (Uttar Pradesh).

Delhi Metro's Blue Line Faces 
Delays Amid Cable Theft

A chunk of  complaints to 
human rights panel linked to 
family Ids

Gurgaon. GMDA on Wednesday conducted an anti-
encroachment drive on CRPF Road between the bus 
stand and Sheetla Mata Mandir Road along with MCG 
and police.Tin sheds, kiosks, iron structures, and 
illegally extended shopfronts on the stretch were 
removed.According to officials, shopkeepers 
extended their businesses by up to 15 feet into the 
public space, contributing to severe traffic congestion 
and inconvenience to pedestrians. The encroachments 
were done mostly by owners of food joints, repair 
shops, blanket stores, and grocery shops.

The action followed two surveys conducted by district 
town planner (DTP) R S Batth, who had on Monday 
warned the encroachers to clear the illegal structures 
within 24 hours. However, most shopkeepers failed to 
comply, prompting the authorities' intervention.

During the operation, the team, led by DTP Batth, 
demolished over 90 illegal sheds, 10 street carts and 5 
kiosks. Fabricated iron nets, ramps, and walls that 
encroached on the road were also removed."Those 
who ignore repeated warnings will face strict action. I 
request everyone to cooperate in making Gurgaon 
encroachment-free and clean," Batth said, adding that 
such encroachments not only block traffic flow but 
also compromise public safety.Residents have for long 
complained to the authorities about illegal hawkers 
and congested roads in the area.Some officials present 
during the drive included ATP Satinder Arya, ATP 
Mange Ram, JE Sumit, JE Ashish, and Mohit Kumar.

Deadline over, 90 shops 
encroaching road demolished

scheduled offence. The case set up by 2022 following an FIR by NIA under NEW DELHI . Collection of funds, 
ED is putting the cart before the provisions of IPC and Unlawful even if done illegally for a future 
horse," Justice Jasmeet Singh Activities (Prevention) Act against offence, can’t be termed proceeds of 
observed. Ordering their release on PFI and its members. While accused crime, Delhi high court held 
bail, the court added "Prima facie, I Ahmed was President of Delhi state Wednesday while granting bail to 

unit of PFI from 2018 to three members of the banned 
2020, Ilyas was general organisation Popular Front of 
secretary since Nov 2018, India’s Delhi unit.
and Muqeet was office The Enforcement Directorate 
secretary since 2017. All accused them of raising funds for 
the  pet i t ioners  were  the 2020 anti-CAA protests and 
arrested on Sept 22, 2022 the subsequent northeast riots, 
in the case.reports Abhinav Garg.

ED alleged the petitioners “Proceeds of crime have to be 
were actively involved and generated as a result of criminal 
instrumental in raising activity (scheduled offence). The 
funds for PFI as part of a collection of funds in an illegal 
" l a r g e r  c r i m i n a l  way to commit a scheduled 
conspiracy" and to use it offence in the future is not an 
for nefarious activities in offence of money laundering 
India. It was claimed PFI under PMLA...,” Justice Jasmeet 

am of the view the offence of money conducted anti-CAA protests across Singh observed while granting relief 
laundering is not made out against the India and there was a flow of cash to Parvez Ahmed, Mohd Ilyas & 
petitioners" as it noted that "in the from suspicious sources in the form of Abdul Muqeet.The funds so collected 
present case, collection of funds proceeds of crime to disturb are not proceeds of crime and can be 
precedes the crime, i.e., Delhi communal harmony and incite proceeds of crime only when they 
riots."ED registered the case in Sept violence through riots.were generated because of a 

New Delhi, Friday, 6 December 2024

24hr surveillance on Delhi-Gurgaon &
Dwarka expressways from next year

Gurgaon. From next year, speeding, illegal parking, lane-jumping and other traffic
violations on highways in the city are unlikely to go unpunished as advanced CCTV
surveillance will monitor every section of the Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway (NH-8) and
Dwarka Expressway (NH-248BB). The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI)
is installing more than 120 CCTV cameras on the two highways as part of the
Advanced Traffic Management System (ATMS). The project, executed by the Indian
Highways Management Company Limited (IHMCL) – an arm of NHAI - aims to mod-
ernise traffic management. Under ATMS, officials said on Tuesday, artificial intelli-
gence will be used to detect any incidents, monitor violations, issue challans and con-
duct general surveillance.The system is designed to curb violations, ensure smoother
traffic flow, enable faster emergency responses and enhance road safety. Similar sys-
tems have been deployed on other key stretches in NCR, including the Delhi-Meerut
Expressway and Delhi-Mumbai Expressway. IHMCL officials said ATMS feed and
data will be monitored at a central command-and-control centre, which is currently
under construction at Delhi-Gurgaon border on Dwarka Expressway. This feed will be
shared with local enforcement and emergency teams. The system is likely to be oper-
ational next year.According to officials, CCTV cameras are being installed over a dis-
tance of 58km on the two expressways in the city. The cameras will cover Delhi-
Gurgaon Expressway's portion from Shiv Murti in Delhi to the
cloverleaf intersection that leads to the Dwarka Expressway."Most
of the installation work is complete. We are now waiting for comple-
tion of the command-and-control centre, after which the system will
be fully operational. Once live, every section of the expressways will
be under 24x7 surveillance," an IHMCL official said. After a camera
detects violations such as speeding, wrong-side driving and seatbelt
non-compliance, an automated system will issue online
challans.ATMS will also be able to send real-time updates about any
disruptions on the routes to commuters through the variable mes-
sage sign system. On Tuesday, com-
muters pointed out that the lack of
enforcement has led to increasingly
undisciplined driving on highways,
where the maximum speed limit is
high. "Speeding and wrong-side driv-
ing are a menace in Gurgaon, espe-
cially during the rush hours. Even on
the Dwarka Expressway, where vehi-
cles are moving at speeds up to
100kmph, people drive on the wrong
side of the elevated road, risking not
only their lives but also those of oth-
ers.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sanjeev Nagar S/O Gopal Singh
Nagar R/O Plot No. 28 KH. No
54/12,Gali No -2, Krishna Block
Tirthankar Nagar, Jain Nagar Karala
North West Delhi, Delhi -110081,
have changed the name of my minor
daughter namely Rackshita aged 15
years and she shall hereafter be
known as Roshni Nagar

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Shakuntla Negi R/o 182
H/37A Garhwal Colony New Achar
Factory Mehrauli, New Delhi-110030
has severed all relations and dis-
owned her son Sandeep Singh Negi,
his wife and her grandson from all her
movable/immovable properties,
because of their misbehavior. My
client shall not be responsible for their
acts/deeds in future.
Vaibhav Singh Bangari (Advocate)

Ch. No. 645-F Saket Court 
New Delhi-17

NAME CHANGE
I, Meenu Sharma alias Meenu Kapila
D/O Govind Ballabb Sharma W/O
Naveen Kapila R/O WZ-25, First
floor Mukh Ram Park Extn. Tilak
Nagar , PO: Tilak Nagar,Dist: West
Delhi , Delhi -110018, have changed
my name to Meenu Sharma

NAME CHANGE
I, DEEPAK S/o RAMESH R/o H.No.-
167, Plot No.-01, Kh.-No.-34/4, Blk-
E, Yadav Nagar, Badli, Delhi-110042
have changed the name of my minor
daughter VINI aged 5 years and she
shall hereafter be known as SAANVI
SEN, for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
HEENA VERMA W/o DEEPAK
ARORAR/o House No. 52, Phase-1A,
Omvihar, Uttam Nagar, West Delhi,
Delhi-110059, declare that name of my
minor daughter has been wrongly writ-
ten as DAKSHITA in my minor daugh-
ter namely DAKSHIKA aged 04 years
in her Aadhaar Card No. 4592 7350
5419. The actual name of my minor
daughter is DAKSHIKA.

NAME CHANGE
I, MAHARASI MAHARAJA Wife of
No-15808744N Rank-SEP Name-
MAHARAJAC Residing at 63/3, PILL-
YAR KOVIL STREET PANNIRKU-
LAM, KAYATHAR, TAMILNADU-
628952 have changed my name from
MAHARASI MAHARAJA to MAHA-
RASI P for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 25/11/2024 before Sub
Divisional Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Naveen S/o Naresh Kumar R/o
House No-104, Bhondsi(168),
Gurgaon-122102, Haryana, Have
Changed My Name To Naveen
Kumar For All Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Bharti Aggarwal W/o Amit Aggarwal
R/o House No-226, First Floor, Huda
Plots, Kendriya Vihar, Sector-56,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122011Have
Changed My Minor Son Name
Parnav Aggarwal To Pranav Aggarwal
For All Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
Ajay Kumar Yadav s/o Shri shyam
Dhari Yadav R/o C-1268 J J Colony
Tigri  New delhi Dr-Abedkar Nagar -
Post Office Pushpa Bawan Dist:
South Delhi 110080  Declare that
name of father has been wrongly writ-
ten my 10 -12 marksheet educational
documents Shri shyam Bihari yadav
the actual name of my father is Shri
shyam Dhari Yadav which may be
amended accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public
that Mrs. Rekha is the owner of Third
Floor, With roof rights, Back Side
RHS, Unit Bearing No. 306, Built on
Plot No. 55, 55A, 55B, 56, 56A and
56B, area measuring 80 Sq. yds., out
of Khasra No. 29, 30, 31 and 32 Min,
Situated in the area of Village
Nawada Majra Hastsal, Colony
known as Vipin Garden Extension,
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi through Sale
Deed dated 29.11.2022 doc. No.
30405 executed by M/S Balaji
Builders through its Partner Mr. Hans
Raj Goyal in favour of Mrs. Rekha in
respect of the Said Floor. Mrs. Rekha
intends to transfer the ownership by
way of Sale Deed of aforementioned
Floor to Abhishek Kumar and Mrs.
Neeru Kumari. Subsequently,
Abhishek Kumar and Mrs. Neeru
Kumari are in the process of mort-
gaging the said property with SMFG
India Home Finance Co. Ltd.
(Formerly Fullerton India Home
Finance Co. Ltd.). Any objections or
concerns regarding this transaction
should be raised within a period of 07
days from the date of this public
notice. Any objections submitted after
the completion of this 07-day period
will not be considered binding with
respect to the said property or the
interests of our client. If anyone wish-
es to raise an objection, please do so
within the stipulated 07-days period
by contacting 

Law Veritas: North (Advocates &
Legal Consultants) at Office No.

11, 1st Floor, Building No. A-44/A,
Sector-16, Noida, 

Uttar Pradesh-201301; 
Landline(s): +910120-3101683, 

E-mail: accounts@lvnorth.in

NAME CHANGE
I, M AMUDHA Wife of JC-774660Y
Rank-SUB Name-R MUTHAMIL
SELVAN Residing at MUNAIVENDRI
POST, ILAYANGUDI TALUK, DIST-
SIVAGANGA, TAMIL NADU-623701
have changed my name from M
AMUDHA to AMUDHA R for all future
purposes vide Affidavit dated
26/11/2024 before Sub Divisional
Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-15814685H Rank-HAV Name-
ANIL JOSE S/o JOSE MJ Presently
residing at MANALEL HOUSE,
MARUTHORVATTOM PO,
CHERTHALA TEH, ALAPPUZHA
DIST, KERALA-688539 have changed
my mother’s name from MARYKUTTY
to MARYKUTTY JOSE for all future
purposes vide Affidavit dated
05/12/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I PRAVIN S/O GOVIND RAM R/O
SRS B13/04253 GALI NO-8 NEAR
PRITAM PALACE FREINDS
COLONY SIRSA HARYANA 125055
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
PRAVIN KUMAR

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General
Public on behalf of our client that Mr.
Laxman Kumar Gupta is claiming to
be owner of Plot bearing No. 59, area
measuring 50 sq. yds., out of Khasra
No. 333, situated in the area of Village
Nasinpur, Delhi State Delhi, Colony
known as Madan Puri, West
Sagarpur, New Delhi; vide GPA, ATS
& Will. All persons are hereby
informed that above mentioned owner
wants to sell the property to a person
who wants to obtain a loan from our
client against the said property. If,
anybody has any objection/s upon the
ownership of above owner over the
said property, its sale/mortgage/litiga-
tion, and any other objections, kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on
the below mentioned address within 7
days of the present.

Kumar & Associates
(Advocates & Consultants)

200, Second Floor, 23, Shivaji Marg, 
Moti Nagar,  New Delhi - 15 

legal@knalegal.com 
PH: 011-41112527-28

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, MOHD DANISH S/o SHAFIQUD-
DIN, R/o C/46 Pathak Dujana House,
Jamamasjid Matia Mahal, Delhi
G.P.O., North Delhi -110006 have
changed the name of my minor son
RABBI  alias ABDUL RABBI aged 15
years and she shall hereafter be
known as ABDUL RABBI

NAME CHANGE
I, BHARTI ARORA W/o MANOJ
ARORA residing at C-1/234 , Yamuna
Vihar, North East Delhi, Delhi-110053
have changed the name of my minor
Daughter ALISHA ARORA aged 9
years and She shall hereafter be
known as DAKSHITAARORA.

NAME CHANGE
I, BHARTI ARORA W/o MANOJ
ARORA residing at C-1/234 , Yamuna
Vihar, North East Delhi, Delhi-110053
have changed the name of my minor
Daughter AYESHA ARORA aged 13
years and She shall hereafter be
known as SATVIEKAARORA.

NAME CHANGE
I, RANVIR SINGH S/o SADI SINGH,
Residing at Village Khad Mohan Nagar,
Bulandshahar, Uttar Pradesh - 245412,
have changed the name of my minor
son YUGANK aged 14 years and he
shall hereafter be known as BHAVYA
CHAUDHARY.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as SAKSHI Daughter
of Mr. SHIV KUMAR residing at H. No.
40, Kh. No. 432, Grover Sariya Mill
Compound, Meerut Road, Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh - 201001 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be known
as SAKSHI SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as RAKESH KUMAR
S/o NANUA residing at 173, Gyan
Khand 1, Indirapuram, Shipra Sun City,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh - 201014
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as DEEPAK.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
GOVIND SINGH S/o SHANKER, R/o
1804, Gali Mandir Wali, Chowk Shah
Mubarak, Bazar Sita Ram, Delhi,
G.P.O, North Delhi, Delhi-
110006,declare that name of mine has
been wrongly written as GOBIND
SINGH in my SC Certificate No.
SC/02/31/169/4/2/2005/1918. The
actual name of mine is GOVIND
SINGH respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MEERASHARMA
W/o SUSHIL KUMAR SHARMA resid-
ing at Flat No. 130 - G, Pocket - 4,
Mayur Vihar Phase -1, Patparganj,
East Delhi, Delhi - 110091 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as MIRA SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
I,PUNIT MALIK S/o VIJAY MALIK R/o
B-109/1 STREET NO-II,SHAHDARA
SHAHDARA DELHI-110032 have
changed my minor son’s name from
ARIN MALIK to ARIN CHAUDHARY
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Suman W/o Prem Lal Verma R/o Flat
No-B 502, 5th Floor, Block-B, Plot No-
8, Durga Pooja Apartment, Sector-13,
Dwarka, Delhi-110075,Have Changed
My Name To Suman Verma For All
Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Chandan Pandey S/o Shashank
Shekhar Pandey R/o Flat 202, Tower O,
Pan Oasis Apartments ,  Sector 70,
Noida, Gautam Budh Nagar, 201301, (U.
P.) Have Changed My Minor Son Name
from Pushkal Pandey to Raghvendra
Pandey for All Future Purposes.
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to overcome ill health, poverty, and Criminal Matters, signed at New Delhi WASHINGTON. On the occasion of the 
marginalization to try to establish a on October 17, 2001 (TIAS 05 1003).40th anniversary of the Bhopal 
deterrent against future chemical chemical disaster, three Senators have It seeks to engage with the survivors of 
disasters; the resolution calls on the introduced a resolution to designate the Bhopal chemical disaster to 

December 3 as National Chemical s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  
Disaster Awareness Day. understanding of the dangers of 

chemica l  d i sa s t e r s ;  and  Introduced by Senators Jeff Merkley, 
emphasises that supporting Ron Wyden and Peter Welch, the 
human rights and protecting the resolution recognises the 40-year 
r i g h t  t o  f r e e d o m  f r o m  effort of the survivors of the 1984 
discrimination are and should Bhopal chemical disaster in India 
remain key pillars of United to ensure that no other community 
S t a t e s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  around the world suffers another 
worldwide.such catastrophe by designating 

December 3 as National Chemical The resolution notes that Union 
Disaster Awareness Day. Carbide and its representatives 

h a v e  i g n o r e d  r e p e a t e d  On December 3, 1984, a Union 
summonses to appear in court in Carbide pesticide factory released a Department of Justice to take timely 

India, and applications under 2 dense cloud of toxic methyl isocyanate steps in response to requests by the 
extradition treaties between India and gas into Bhopal, killing 8,000 people Indian Government concerning Dow 
the United States dating back to 1942 within 72 hours and permanently Inc., who purchased the Union Carbide 
have failed to secure their appearance.injuring 5,00,000 more in what is facility where the disaster took place.

considered to be the world's worst Dow Inc., the owner of Union Carbide The resolution also calls for any other 
industrial disaster. since 2001, has not compelled its actions necessary for the United States 

Applauding the resilience of the Bhopal subsidiary to attend any proceedings to comply with obligations under the 
chemical disaster survivors in battling relating to the Bhopal disaster; it said.Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in 

NEWS BOX

NASA Offers $20,000 For Best Rescue Plan To Save 
Stranded Astronauts Like Sunita Williams

US Senate introduces resolution to designate December 3 
as National Chemical Disaster Awareness Day

member chamber. It was the first successful National Assembly, Emmanuel Macron Paris.The government in France collapsed 
no-confidence vote since a defeat for needs to appoint a new prime minister on Wednesday after lawmakers of both left 
Georges Pompidou's government in 1962, quickly to pass the government's budget and right wings joined forces to push a no-
when Charles de Gaulle was president. and, hopefully, prevent an economic crisis confidence against the country's Prime 

from engulfing France. A source close to Minister Michel Barnier, throwing the In France, the President nominates prime 
Mr Macron told news agency AFP that the European Union's second-biggest  ministers. However, lawmakers can reject 
president, who has taken time with economic power deeper into chaos that his picks at any time by passing a no-
appointments in the past, has "no choice" threatens to exacerbate its budgetary and confidence vote, like in the case of Mr 
but to name the new premier within 24 looming economic crises. Barnier. National Assembly, the French 

parliament's lower house, is almost equally The Prime Minister addressed the nation just hours.Call For Emmanuel Macron's 
divided between the far right, a loosely before the vote, calling it an honour to have ResignationFrance's hard left  on 
united left-wing, centrists including Mr served France and its people with dignity. Wednesday urged President Emmanuel The successful vote means President Macron 
Macron's allies, and a few candidates who He'd been on the job for just two months Macron to resign and hold early will have to find a new Prime Minister to 
please all three factions, according to a and 29 days. With the vote of confidence presidential elections after lawmakers replace Mr Barnier, which doesn't seem to 
report by Vox. Though not a popular leader, against him, Mr Barnie will now have to voted to oust the government of Prime be an easy affair. A similar situation 
Mr Barnier was seen as a capable choice tender his resignation and that of his Minister Michel Barnier."We are now happened once before in 1962, but the 
after the Prime Minister's post following government to President Emmanuel calling on Macron to go," Mathilde Panot, particular situation was dealt with by 
surprise elections this past summer. Macron, making his minority government's the head of the parliamentary faction of the calling early legislative elections. 
However, he was met with challenges tenure the shortest lived in France's Fifth hard-left France Unbowed (LFI) party told However, President Macron doesn't have that 
while trying to lead a government without a Republic beginning in 1958. As per French reporters, urging "early presidential choice as he has already called called early 
majority. He angered lawmakers on both media reports, he is expected to do so on elections" to solve a deepening political poll last June. This means he can't call new 
the right and left after he attempted to push Thursday morning. The president will then crisis.But taking care not to crow over the ones until next July, because under the 
through a 2025 national budget without a address the nation at 1900 GMT, the Elysee government's fall, Le Pen said in a French Constitution, the National 
vote in the lower house of parliament. Palace said.Michel Barnier's government television interview that her party -- once a Assembly must remain in place for a 
Amid a standoff over the social security fell after 331 deputies voted against him, new premier is appointed -- "would let minimum of one year.So for the moment, 
financing bill, France's far-right party and making him the shortest-serving Prime them work" and help create a "budget that France has no government. However, it 
its left-wing alliance each put forward no-Minister in modern French political is acceptable for everyone".Laurent will have caretaker ministers in place, 
confidence motions against him.history. Only 288 votes were needed to pass Wauquiez, the head of right-wing deputies appointed by the President. Amid limited 

the no-confidence motion in the 577- in parliament, said .Passage of No Confidence Vote options given the dysfunction in the 

World. scenarios, crewmates will need a capable of moving a fully suited NASA invites innovators to 
reliable method to transport them back astronaut over two kilometres, up a 20-develop a life-saving Lunar Rescue 

System to save astronauts stranded on to the lunar lander. degree incline, without using a rover. 
the Moon. The space agency offers up While the Moon's lower gravity "The unforgiving lunar environment 
to $20,000 for the most effective design reduces the astronaut's weight, it's still poses unique challenges that demand 

too much for manual carrying, to safely transport a fully suited 
making a technological solution astronaut across the Moon's rugged 

terrain. This initiative is part of essential. This is your chance to 
NASA's Artemis missions, which help shape the future of lunar 
face challenges like extreme exploration and astronaut safety. 
temperatures, uneven surfaces, and "The solution must perform 
bulky spacesuits. effectively in the Moon's extreme 

If you have a groundbreaking idea, South Pole environment and 
now's your chance to make an impact operate independently of a lunar 
and win big. Submissions for the rover," NASA explained.
South Pole Safety Challenge: Lunar Interested candidates can apply or 
Rescue System are open until submit their applications via the 

innovative solutions," said Sarah January 23, 2025, via the HeroX portal. HeroX portal, where the organisation 
Duglas from NASA, as reported by The With a total prize pool of $45,000, the usually posts its public challenge. 
Sun. Experts highlight that while the best proposal will help address critical Entries are open until January 25. 
mission site was chosen partly for its concerns as NASA gears up for the NASA's experts and engineers will 
water-ice reserves, the Moon's surface Artemis mission, scheduled for evaluate the submitted plan. Criteria 
remains a significant hurdle. Covered September 2026.NASA is preparing such as the weight, ease, and impact on 
with sharp rocks, deep craters, and for the possibility of an astronaut t h e  a s t r o n a u t ' s  n e w  A x i o m  
steep slopes, it is difficult to navigate becoming incapacitated on the Moon Extravehicular Mobility Suit will be 
even under optimal conditions.due to injury, medical emergencies, or considered. Visit the official website 

mission-related accidents. In such The competition calls for a design for more information. 

South Korea President Yoon Suk Yeol 
Clings To Power After Martial Law U-Turn

unconstitutional martial law"."All 108 c h a n t i n g  f o r  Yo o n  t o  b e  Seoul.South Korean President Yoon Suk 
lawmakers of the People Power Party will ar res ted.Lawmakers  formal ly  Yeol was still clinging to power Thursday, 
stay united to reject the president's presented the impeachment motion in with his party announcing they will oppose 
impeachment," the party's floor leader the early hours of Thursday, saying an opposition impeachment motion put 
Choo Kyung-ho said.If the motion passes, Yoon's decision to impose martial law forward after his stunning but brief 
Yoon will be suspended pending a verdict was intended to "evade imminent imposition of martial law.Yoon suspended 
by the Constitutional Court. If the judges investigations... into alleged illegal civilian rule late Tuesday and deployed 
give the nod, Yoon will be impeached and acts involving himself and his troops and helicopters to parliament only 
new elections must happen within 60 family"."This is an unforgivable for lawmakers to vote down the measure 
days.Bad memoriesYoon, who has lurched crime -- one that cannot, should not, and force him into a U-turn in a night of 
from crisis to crisis since taking office in and will not be pardoned," MP Kim protests and drama.Seoul's allies were 
2022, has not been seen in public since his Seung-won said.The main opposition alarmed -- Washington said it found out via 
televised address in the early hours of Democratic Party has also filed a television -- and on Wednesday, the 

activities and parties, "false propaganda", Wednesday.On Thursday, his office said complaint of "insurrection" against the opposition filed an impeachment motion 
strikes and "gatherings that incite social that Defence Minister Kim Yong-hyun had president, ministers and top military and saying Yoon "gravely violated the 
unrest".Security forces sealed the National resigned, but other key allies including police officials -- which can carry a penalty constitution and the law".The opposition 
Assembly, helicopters landed on the roof Interior Minister Lee Sang-min remain in of life imprisonment or even death.In a aims to bring the bill to a vote Saturday, 
and almost 300 soldiers tried to lock down office.Yoon's martial law declaration was show of public anger, thousands of Yonhap reported.They hold a large 
the building, seemingly to prevent the first in more than four decades in South protesters converged around Yoon's office majority in the 300-member legislature and 
lawmakers  f rom enter ing.But  as  Korea and brought back painful memories in Seoul late Wednesday after staging a need only a handful of defections from 
parliamentary staffers blocked the soldiers of the country's turbulent past.The move ra l ly  in  Gwanghwamun Square ,  Yoon's People Power Party (PPP) to secure 
with sofas and fire extinguishers, enough was to "safeguard a liberal South Korea demanding his resignation.Robust and the two-thirds majority needed to pass.But 
MPs -- some leaping over barriers -- got from the threats posed by North Korea's resilient'The United States has around on Thursday, the PPP leader said that while 
inside and voted down Yoon's move.This communist forces and to eliminate anti- 30,000 troops stationed in North Korea to he had asked Yoon to leave the party, he 
brought cheers from the hundreds of state elements plundering people's freedom help protect its ally against the nuclear-would block the impeachment motion.Han 
protesters braving bitter temperatures and happiness," Yoon said.A six-point armed North.US National Security Advisor Dong-hoon told reporters his party was 
outside, many waving national flags and decree from the army chief banned political Jake Sullivan said."not trying to defend the president's 

All About Adam Boehler, 
Trump's Pick For US 

Hostage Affairs Envoy
Washington DC.US President-elect Donald Trump has 

named Adam Boehler as his administration's lead 
hostage negotiator at a time when the United States is 
seeking to secure the release of prisoners trapped in 
Gaza and other parts around the world. A healthcare 
executive, Mr Boehle would be America's special 
presidential envoy for hostage affairs.

He will succeed Roger Carstens, who held the role since 
2020 after Mr Trump appointed him as special 
presidential envoy for hostage affairs during his first 
term as President. He remained on the job for the 
duration of the Biden administration and is credited for 
bringing home several dozen Americans held hostage 
or wrongfully detained in countries including Russia. 
Some of the notable prisoner exchanges during his 
time in office include WNBA star Brittney Griner and 
Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich.

About Adam Boehler
Adam Boehler, founder and CEO of healthcare 

investment firm Rubicon Founders, served as the first 
CEO of the International Development Finance 

Corporation, a new federal agency created during Mr 
Trump's first administration ending in 2021.

Announcing his appointment, the incoming Presidnet 
said Mr Boehler was a lead negotiator for him on his 
team that worked on the Abraham Accords in 2020, a 
series of normalization and broader recognition 
agreements between Israel and Arab nations. He has 
negotiated with some of the toughest people in the 
World, including the Taliban, but Adam knows that 
NO ONE is tougher than the United States of America, 
at least when President Trump is its Leader. Adam will 
work tirelessly to bring our Great American Citizens 
HOME," Mr Trump wrote in a Truth Social post.

In college, Mr Boehler reportedly shared a room with the 
president-elect's son-in-law, Jared Kushner, briefly, 
who was the lead negotiator on the Abraham Accords.

Mr Boehler's appointment came two days after the 
President-elect warned those holding hostages that 
there would be "all hell to pay" if the prisoners were 
not released by the time he took over office on January 
20. Hamas continues to hold around 100 hostages, 
living and dead, in Gaza. 

Wo r l d .  A m a n h u n t  f o r  t h e  k i l l e r  o f  
UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, who was 
shot dead on Wednesday morning, is underway.

Brian Thompson, 50, was shot outside the Hilton 
hotel at 1335 Avenue of the Americas just after 
6:45 am after arriving early for the company’s 
annual investor conference. A man wearing a mask 
approached him and fired at him repeatedly, police 
said as per CBS news.

The shooting happened ahead of an investors 
conference that UnitedHealth Group, the parent 
company of UnitedHealthcare, was scheduled to 
host on Wednesday at the Hilton, according to a 
spokesperson for the subsidiary.

According to the cctv footage, that is being 
circulated on social media platforms, the shooter 
appeared to be a light-skinned male, wearing a 
light-brown or cream-colored jacket, a black face 
mask, black and white sneakers, and a distinctive 
grey backpack.

Authorities said the gun appeared to malfunction, 
and the gunman cleared the jam before firing again 
and fleeing northbound into an alleyway between 
54th Street and 55th Street. The shooter then 
continued to walk westbound on the Avenue of the 
Americas, where he got on to an electric Citi Bike 
and rode northbound towards Central Park, CBS 
news reported.Police say they recovered three live 
9mm rounds and three discharged 9mm shell 
casings. Authorities also recovered a cellphone.

Authorities are also investigating the suspect's point 
of origin.

Surveillance images released by the police show the 
suspect at a Starbucks, located two blocks from the 
incident, moments before the shooting. According 
to police statements to CBS News, they discovered 
unspecified "forensic evidence" at the Starbucks 
location. The NYPD's Crime Scene Unit is 
currently testing recovered items for DNA and 
fingerprints.At UnitedHealthcare, investigators 
and security personnel are examining records to 
establish potential motives, including any previous 
threats or connections to dissatisfied or terminated 
employees, according to a law enforcement 
source. The organisation has confirmed its support 
of the investigation. Kenny stated that police are 
reviewing social media content and conducting 
interviews with employees, family members, and 
Thompson's associates.

Nearly 12 Vietnamese 
soldiers killed during 
military exercise
World.  Twelve Vietnamese soldiers lost their lives 

to an accidental explosion on Monday night 
according to state media. This fatal accident took 
place during a military training exercise at a 
military shooting range of the 7th Military Region 
in Dong Nai in southern Vietnam.A report from a 
local military newspaper revealed that the group 
was transporting explosives when the explosion 
was triggered by an electronic detonator upon 
being hit by a lightning strike during a severe 
storm.

It also stated that most of the victims' bodies have 
been recovered, with authorities still searching for 
the missing, quoted news agency AFP.

State run Vietnam News Agency reported that an 
urgent investigation of the incident has been 
ordered by the ministry of The incident occurred 
one day after defence minister Phan Van Giang 
delivered a speech to mark the beginning of the 
combat exercise, as reported by the state 
newspaper Nhan Dan.

Are Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle planning to 
stay in US forever? Here is 
the answer
World.  Prince Harry and Meghan Markle have 

decided to stay in the United States and have no plans 
to return to the United Kingdom, citing security 
concerns and their children's future as primary 
reasons.While speaking at the DealBook Summit in 
New York on Wednesday, Prince Harry revealed that 
is enjoying his life in the US and there are many 
activities that he can do with his children Archie and 
Lilibet in America which he can't do in the UK.

Since summer 2020, following their departure from the 
UK and the Royal family, the Sussexes have 
established their residence in Montecito, California.

Prince Harry said, "I very much enjoy living here and 
bringing up my kids here," as reported by The Times.

He noted that he can engage in activities with Archie, 
five, and Lilibet, three, that "undoubtedly wouldn't 
be able to do in the UK."Whilst the duke addressed 
the summit, Meghan extended holiday greetings to 
attendees at a charitable carol concert in central 
London.There are several occasions where Prince 
Harry and Meghan Markle are attending the events 
separately leading to the rumors of their divorce.The 
programme featured Meghan's written welcome, 
emphasising the organisation's impact on women's 
employment opportunities and confidence building. 
The event included performances by Alexandra 
Burke and a reading by Jennifer Saunders, the Daily 
Mail reported.The Sussexes' relationship with the 
Royal Family has remained complex since their 2020 
departure. Through various media appearances, 
including their Netflix series and Harry's memoir 
"Spare", they have discussed challenges faced 
during their time as working royals, including 
Meghan's initial interactions with the Prince and 
Princess of Wales and her struggles with mental 
health whilst pregnant with Archie in 2019.

Manhunt underway for killer 
of  UnitedHealthcare CEO 
Brian Thompson after fatal 
shooting

France's Government Felled In No-
Confidence Vote. What Happens Next
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EDITORIAL 6

doors, the roads leading to those doors remain AS Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home 
barricaded, both literally and figuratively. Minister Amit Shah are poised to take to the 
Farmers, once hailed as the backbone of the skies en route to Chandigarh, the common 
nation, are treated as obstacles rather than commuters on the Delhi-Noida border found 
stakeholders in India’s development.The themselves mired in yet another gridlock. The 
Supreme Court’s call for peaceful protests irony is stark: while the leaders of the nation 
without public inconvenience is a fair point. Yet, soar above the turmoil, the very people who 
one must ask:till the land and feed the nation are left 

stranded, both on the roads and in  who is inconveniencing whom? The farmers’ 
negotiations. The farmers’ protest, now agitation is a manifestation of systemic neglect 
approaching its fourth year, continues to and the real inconvenience is the government’s 
simmer without a resolution in sight. Their apathy towards their plight. As traffic jams 
demands, including a legally guaranteed paralyse the Capital’s borders, they serve as a 
Minimum Support Price (MSP), loan waivers metaphor for the current state of affairs — 
and compensation for families of deceased progress stalled, voices unheard and grievances 
protesters, remain unmet.The government’s unresolved. The government must descend from 
silence has only deepened the mistrust, its lofty perch and walk the ground with the 

rings hollow when juxtaposed against the government’s 
making a peaceful resolution seem like a distant dream. farmers, for the road to a truly developed India runs 

actions — or lack thereof. While Dhankhar promises open 
Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar’s appeal for dialogue through its farmlands.

Adani saga and 
the dharma of 
bureaucracy

Mounting domestic discontent spells trouble for Xi

it doesn’t occur. Like everything else in our times, three siblings of the middle generation. Among the THIS year’s Constitution Day coincided with pleas that 
this polarity is also treated as frozen. The two sides children, too, there was great variation in pursuits and a mosque and a dargah be surveyed to verify whether 
exist in independent orbits. The possibility of a bridge capacities. They had an unmarried aunt and an uncle they had temples underneath. Pleas like these remind 
does not get a chance to be explored.Of course, the who was financially weak and routinely needed help us how far we remain as a nation from realising the 
makers of the Constitution were aware of this from the rest of the family, including the two dream the Constitution symbolises and represents. As 
polarity. And those who did not directly participate in grandparents. It was a complex task to prepare a a symbol, it stands for a transformative vision. No 
the final drafting also knew that India was both an old document about the future arrangements that the wonder it evokes criticism from people who cannot 
civilisation and a new nation. One such person was grandparents wanted to be put in place with differentiate between a civilisation and a modern 
Mahatma Gandhi. He drew inspiration from India’s consensus before their death.nation. Both the drafting and adoption of the 
civilisational resources in his struggle to seek Constitution represent a possibility — that as a I made four discussion groups and assigned drafting to 
freedom from colonial rule and resolve Indian society, we can accomplish complex tasks that a fifth group. I returned to the room after an hour and 
society’s internal strife and contradictions in a require a difficult and long dialogue. This is what our found the place quite noisy and chaotic. One hour was 
peaceful manner. It was a monumental struggle, as neighbour and historical cohorts on either side could left for the exercise, but there no sense of hurry 
one can imagine. The Independence movement was not successfully manage. Their struggle to achieve among any of the groups. So, I went away and came 
arduous and long; and it was the first movement of its stability continues, reminding us that we should not back an hour later. I was told that more time was 

that it can be governed democratically is embedded in kind in the colonial world. India’s Independence take ourselves for granted. required, so we decided to meet again the next day. 
these words.Is justice possible among grossly inspired many other colonised nations and still does, The same thing happened next day, and we needed The search for temples beneath mosques and shrines 
unequal groups? Is equality possible in the middle of because it had no precedent. No doubt it involved more time. Finally, when we met to discuss the draft also points out that we must appreciate how 
destitution and exploitation? Such are the questions several violent episodes, but the key political moves Constitution, I noticed as many as six notes of dissent exceptionally lucky we were to have a document that 
hidden in the Preamble. And then, there is an that led towards freedom created a new discourse of appended to it. Everything was read out and the has stood us in good stead for 75 years. This is not a 
overarching question: Is fraternity possible when liberation through peaceful argumentation. discussion began. There were several angry voices, minor achievement, but we can’t afford to rest on our 
chasms are so deep and they often get flooded with Several new ideals and values arose during the freedom and some were sulking. The drafting group was also laurels.Our difficulties arise partly because the means 
volatile emotions? Makers of the Constitution were movement, and the Constitution offers to the young unhappy because every discussion group was available to us for passing on ideas and values to 
aware of the risks that the politics of representation the best repository of these ethical achievements. If a blaming them for unfair recording.younger people have not been robust or all that 
would pose to values encoded in the ethical teacher uses the Preamble to study the history of the reliable. The Constitution is, of course, taught in Teaching about the real Constitution became easy after 
framework.19th and 20th centuries, the Constitution would come considerable detail and is frequently mentioned in this exercise. These students were in the first year of 

I once tried to impart the experience of Constitution-alive — in the sense that the deep difficulties its schools and colleges, but teaching it is not easy if you Delhi University’s legendary B.El.Ed. (Bachelor of 
making to my students by presenting a family map. It drafting posed would all surface. How Dr BR want to bring it alive. To enable young people to Elementary Education) course. The collective 
featured three generations living under one roof but Ambedkar, who chaired the drafting group, ironed recognise that it is a transformative document, they attempt to create a document that was under so many 
with different worries brewing in their hearts. The out various positions and assertions is an amazing must know what it tries to transform and why. This is contending demands and pressures had given the 
older generation had just two members left, while the story of consensus-building. Terms like ‘equality’ where most debates of the present times arise. A lot of class a considerable taste of what the drafting and 
middle one consisted of four members whose and ‘justice’ are not mere words conveying key people who see India as essentially an old civilisation passage of the real Constitution of India must have 
capacities and interests radically differed. Then there values that the Constitution asserts as fundamental. A don’t like it being called a new nation. Between these been like. I didn’t need to tell them that for a newborn 
was the third generation, consisting of the children of critique of society and the urgency to transform it so two positions, an interesting dialogue is possible, but nation, it was quite an achievement.

Stuck in traffic

QUESTIONS were put to the official spokesperson 
of the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), during 
his media briefing on November 29, on the 
indictments issued in the United States against the 
Adani Group’s chairman and others. The queries 
focused on (i) whether India was informed about 
these investigations and its cooperation sought by 
the US authorities, (ii) if India has now requested 
evidence so that investigations can take place here 
(because the alleged crimes were committed in 
India), (iii) whether India considers the US action 
as ‘overreach’ and (iv) if the US has requested the 
Indian mission to serve warrants or summons 
against persons mentioned in the indictments.

The spokesperson, reading out from prepared notes 
— not unusual in sensitive matters — stated, “We 
see this as a legal matter involving private firms 
and individuals and the Department of Justice. 
Obviously, there are established procedures and 
legal avenues in such cases which, we believe, 
would be followed.” He clarified that the 
Government of India had not been informed in 
advance and nor has it had any conversations with 
the US Government on this issue. In respect to the 
service of summons, he said, “Any request by a 
foreign government for service of summons or 
arrest warrants is part of mutual legal assistance 
but such requests are examined on merits and we 
have not received this request from the US side.”

These responses would have been cleared at the 
highest levels of the political leadership, 
especially as the matter has stalled Parliament 
since the beginning of its present session. They 
were technically correct because the indictments 
are against private individuals. A government 
company, the Solar Energy Corporation of India, 
was in the middle of both the Power Purchase and 
Supply Agreements, but no shadow has been cast 
on it. Significantly, the spokesperson did not 
answer questions raised in the media briefing 
about India seeking ‘evidence’ or on possible US 
‘overreach’.While in matters such as the Adani 
indictments there are obvious political angles, they 
also have diplomatic and bureaucratic 
underpinnings. Even while politics is taking place, 
diplomats and bureaucrats have to objectively 
assess different facets of such issues to ascertain 
their impact on national interest. Once the 
indictments became public, what would or should 
have been the diplomatic and bureaucratic actions 
by senior civil  servants? Government 
prescriptions on how diplomats and civil servants 
should handle such issues may change over time, 
but such changes cannot be substantial; for, the 
basics of diplomatic and bureaucratic dealing of 
such matters do not admit a fundamental change.

The indictments cleared by grand juries were two in 
number. One was filed by the District Attorney of 
the Eastern District of New York in the Eastern 
New York District Court for alleged infringement 
of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA). 
District attorneys are appointed by the President 
and come under the Department of Justice. The 
other was by the Security and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) for infringement of its statute. 
The SEC is an independent body. It would, 
therefore, not be as easy for an incoming President 
to influence it as he can the Department of Justice. 
It is noteworthy that the MEA spokesperson did 
not mention that the SEC, too, had filed an 
indictment through a grand jury.Once the 
indictments became public, the Indian mission in 
Washington DC was duty-bound to take 
cognisance of them. This was because they 
involved one of India’s leading business 
conglomerates with a global presence.Hence, 
judicial action against it by US official institutions 
would resonate through the US and the global 
business community, as it has done. There was also 
the possible impact of the indictments.

Weidong has experience of confrontation with People's Armed Police Commander Wang Ning and BARELY had the dust settled after the disappearance 
Taiwan. The latter is influential in the Southern and new PLA Army Commander Han Weiguo, came of the Chinese State Councillor, the Foreign 
Eastern Theatre Commands. He Weidong also into contact with Xi Jinping who was the Deputy Minister and Chinese President Xi Jinping's protege 
forged close personal ties with Xi Jinping and the Party Secretary of Fujian. All their careers were fast-Qin Gang that three months later, Chinese Defence 
two were drinking buddies when Xi Jinping was tracked.Miao Hua is a close associate of Xi Jinping Minister Li Shangfu was 'removed' from his post. Li 
posted in Fujian Province. The rumours claim that and their tenures overlapped when Xi Jinping was Shangfu, too, was a close associate of Xi Jinping.
He Weidong represents a "Taiwan faction" in the Party Secretary of the Zhejiang province. In mid-onfirmation has now come on November 28 that the 
PLA.Zhang Youxia, the senior Vice-Chairman of 2012, Miao Hua was promoted as Deputy Political Political Commissar of the Central Military 
the CMC, is also a 'princeling' and close second- Commissar of the Lanzhou MR and Secretary of its Commission (CMC), Admiral Miao Hua, another 
generation family friend of Xi Jinping. Their fathers Discipline Inspection Commission and, within close associate of Xi Jinping, is under investigation. 
served together in the 1940s. This proximity and months, was appointed the Political Commissar of Till being placed under investigation, Miao Hua was 
Zhang Youxia's reputation as a military professional the Lanzhou Military Region. Considering that the the top official in charge of ensuring compliance 

Lanzhou Military Region was long with the Chinese Communist Party 
regarded as a powerbase of Guo Boxiong (CCP)'s ideology and regulations 
of the Jiang Zemin faction, Miao Hua throughout the PLA.The sudden fall 
would have had a role in the investigations of three of Xi Jinping's close 
against Guo Boxiong and removing associates points to dissatisfaction 
remnants of his influence in the region. with Xi Jinping in the senior 
Miao Hua was among the senior PLA echelons of the CCP and certainly 
officers who published articles in April signals that all is not well inside 
2014, pledging loyalty to Xi Jinping. Zhongnanhai — the residential 
General Miao Hua was given a double walled compound in Beijing of the 
promotion by Xi Jinping to become one of senior-most Chinese leaders.The 
the PLA's youngest officers to be recent dismissals in the PLA Rocket 
promoted to the rank of PLA General.Force, together with the removal of 

The ouster of Miao Hua, for whatever some senior generals, suggests 
reason, could mean that his associates, problems in the PLA. Indicating that 
proteges and persons appointed on his the circle of enquiry among senior 
recommendation would now be subject to PLA officers has expanded, latest 
renewed vetting. This could include CMC reports, though as yet unconfirmed, 
Vice-Chairman General He Weidong. state that the Commander of the PLA 
Given Miao Hua's long tenure as Political Eastern Theatre Command, General 
Commissar in the CMC, he would have Lin Xiangyang, and till now Chief of 

prompted Xi Jinping to retain him in the CMC as had a key role in the elevation and appointment of Staff of the CMC Joint Staff Department and CMC 
Vice-Chairman at the 20th Party Congress in 2022, many senior PLA officers.But the implications of member Liu Zhenli are both being investigated. The 
though he had crossed the retirement age. Zhang these removals would be wider. They point to either Eastern Theatre Command is the frontline 
Youxia was also re-appointed as one of the two PLA poor judgment of personnel by Chinese President Xi command for operations against Taiwan. Liu Zhenli 
officers to the CCP CC Politburo. As the senior- Jinping, or that Xi Jinping is himself under attack. is the senior-most PLA officer. Chinese Defence 
most General in the PLA, Zhang Youxia commands There is enough popular dissatisfaction, including Minister Admiral Dong Jun is already under 
considerable respect among PLA personnel and within the CCP, with Xi Jinping's policies. The investigation.
veterans. slowdown of the economy and consequent Rumours have been circulating for some mnths of a 

Miao Hua, who held the PLA Navy rank of Admiral, joblessness, graduate unemployment and rising cost power struggle in the PLA's top echelons. There are 
was, till his removal last week, the Director of the of living have aggravated societal discontent.two strands of rumours. One is that General He 
CMC Political Work Department and a member of A lot depends on the extent of support Xi Jinping Weidong's 'helicopter' promotion as one of the two 
the CMC. He was retained as Director of the CMC enjoys in the PLA and whether there is substance in CMC Vice-Chairmen has been resented by senior 
Political Work Department and CMC member at the the rumours of differences between Zhang Youxia PLA officers, who feel that he was not adequately 
20th Party Congress. Miao Hua is the first among an and He Weidong. The looming unpredictability in experienced or senior. The other is that there is 
elite group of officers who earned their spurs in the China-US relations amid mounting domestic rivalry between General Zhang Youxia and General 
PLA's 31st Group Army in the Nanjing Military dissatisfaction point to difficult times ahead for Xi He Weidong. The former is a war veteran, having 
Region near Xiamen. He and others, like former Jinping.fought in the war with Vietnam and General He 

BARELY had the dust settled after the disappearance of the Chinese State Councillor, the Foreign Minister and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping's protege Qin Gang that three months later, Chinese Defence Minister Li Shangfu was 'removed' from his post. Li Shangfu,...

AS Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah are poised to take to the skies en route to Chandigarh, the common commuters on the Delhi-

Noida border found themselves mired in yet another gridlock. The irony is stark: while...

Editorial

THIS year’s Constitution Day coincided with pleas that a mosque and a dargah be surveyed to verify whether they had temples underneath. 
Pleas like these remind us how far we remain as a nation from realising the dream the Constitution...

Constitution has stood us in good stead
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