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World applauds India's transformative rise
under PM Modi's leadership in 2024

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Dehi, Dec 31: India's rise as an

economic superpower attracted the world;
global leaders, economists, and business
tycoons have all praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership. In 2024, the
country's ascension on the global stage was
highlighted by the eminent personalities of
India's remarkable progress, with the world
increasingly recognising the country as a
growth engine, a technological innovator,
and a leader in sustainability. For instance,
in 2021, Mark Widmar, the CEO of First
Solar, said that every country should do
what India was doing with climate change.
In 2017, JP Morgan CEO Jamie Dimon said
that PM Modi is always very receptive; he
is open and very smart. In 2023, Hassan
Allam, CEO of Hassan Allam Holdings,
lauded PM Modi's leadership and said that
under PM Modi's leadership, India's private
sector grew tremendously, especially in the
world of infrastructure, engineering, and
manufacturing. Toshihiro Suzuki,
President of Suzuki Motors, praises PM
Modi's strong leadership and says, "In the

past 10 years, under the strong leadership
and constant support of PM Modi, for man-
ufacturing industries, the Indian automo-
bile market has been expanding
steadily. As a result, India has
become the third-largest automo-
bile market in the world."
Thomas Dohmke, CEO of
GitHub, "When I compare India
back then and today, there's
incredible energy; things are
moving and evolving. There was
no Metro then, and now we have
multiple lines. The airport is phe-
nomenal, modern, and clean. I
think that is also a reflection of
what's happening in the software
industry. There are a huge num-
ber of software developers
already in India." India's growing
stature as a tech hub is also evi-
dent in the words of Nvidia CEO Jensen
Huang, who lauded India's expertise in arti-
ficial intelligence and computer science. He
said, "India is home to some of the world's
greatest computer scientists. So, this is a
great opportunity. Artificial Intelligence is

also a new industry, a new manufacturing
industry that is very important, and so I'm
looking forward to partnering with India in

a very deep way to make that possible."
Christopher J. Elias, Foundation President,
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation,
lauding India's growth story, said, "Other
countries can use India's successful digital
public infrastructure model to help achieve

their healthcare and other development
goals." Highlighting the progress of India's
DPI, he said, "One area of particular accom-

plishment in India that I think
can be a good model for the
world to follow is digital public
infrastructure that has helped
achieve a lot of progress in
financial services, health, etc."
Bill Gates said that he is bull-
ish on the future of India.
Lauding PM Modi's leader-
ship in digital public infra-
structure and transforming
the rural economy, he said,
"This idea of digital connec-
tions that starts with Aadhaar
and the bank accounts that
you manage digitally, that's
flourishing. And so we see in
agriculture now that they are

registering the farmers and giving them
advance notice. And so Indian leadership is
something other countries should benefit
from." Paul Romer, Nobel Laureate in
Economics, praised India's Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI).

Kerala CM cautions against attempts to portray
Narayana Guru as proponent of Sanatana Dharma

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, Dec. 31: Kerala Chief Minister

Pinarayi Vijayan on Tuesday cautioned
against "organised efforts" to portray sage-
social reformer Sree Narayana Guru, who
advocated "one caste, one religion and one
God for people", as a proponent of Sanatana
Dharma. He claimed that the Guru had nei-
ther been a spokesperson nor a practitioner of
the Sanatana Dharma, but a saint who had
reconstructed it and proclaimed a Dharma
befitting to the new age. Sanatana Dharma is
nothing but 'varnasrama dharma' (caste-based
social order), which Guru had challenged and
overcome, he said, adding that the new age
"humanistic dharma" advocated by him
stands with time. Trying to fix the Guru in the
framework of Sanatana Dharma is a great
insult to the saint, Vijayan said, while inaugu-
rating a pilgrimage conference held in
Sivagiri, the headquarters of Sree Narayana
Dharma Sangam here. Varnasrama Dharma is
synonymous with or an integral part of
Sanatana Dharma, he said, adding that Guru's
ascetic life was the one which questioned and
defied the entire chaturvarnya system.

"Attempts to downplay social reformer Sree
Narayana Guru as a mere religious leader or
as a religious saint must be realised. It should
be understood that Guru had no religion and
had no caste," the CM said. If someone tries to

place Guru himself within the boundaries of
caste or religion, there can be no insult to the
sage beyond that, he added. Warning that
there would be attempts to present the Guru
as an advocate of whatever he had fought

against, Vijayan urged people to be vigilant
against such attempts. "Don't let that happen.
Be able to firmly state that such misinterpreta-
tions will not be tolerated," he said.
Meanwhile, the chief minister's remarks drew
sharp reactions from the BJP, which alleged
that Vijayan had insulted Sanatana Dharma in
the holy land of Sivagiri. The CM also insulted
the followers of Sree Narayana Guru through
his remarks, it said. "The crux of Vijayan's
speech at the Sivagiri conference was that
Sanatana Dharma should be hated. His
remarks were a continuation of Udayanidhi
Stalin's statement that Sanatana Dharma
should be eradicated," senior BJP leader V
Muraleedharan told reporters here. The for-
mer union minister sought to know whether
the Left veteran would have the courage to say
such things about the Holy Quran. Alleging
that the Hindu community in Kerala faced the
greatest challenge during Vijayan's rule, he
said the Left veteran tried to challenge the
faith at Sabarimala and during Thrissur
Pooram. Muraleedharan also said that the
people of Kerala would reject the Communist
propaganda portraying Guru as an enemy of
Sanatana Dharma.

Poor, deprived suffering brunt of
'Manuvaad' under BJP: Kharge

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Dec. 31: Congress presi-

dent Mallikarjun Kharge on Tuesday
accused the BJP governments at the
Centre and the states of having a
mindset against the deprived sec-
tions of society who are suffering
because of the brunt of 'Manuvaad'.
In a post in Hindi on X, Kharge
alleged that Union Home Minister
Amit Shah insults Babasaheb Dr BR
Ambedkar in Parliament and the
same mindset against the deprived is
being repeated in the BJP ruled
states. He claimed that in the last two
days -- a Dalit youth is murdered in
police custody in Madhya Pradesh's
Dewas and the tribal women are tied
to trees and beaten in Balasore,
Odisha. "In Bhiwani, Haryana, a Dalit
girl student is forced to commit suicide
after being unable to pay her BA exam
fees. In Palghar, Maharashtra, a tribal
pregnant woman has to travel 100 kilo-
meters in search of ICU and dies." "In

Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh, three
Dalit families are forced to migrate
because of caste-based attacks on them

and the police remains silent," he
claimed. "It is well known that atrocities
are being committed against Dalits, trib-
als, backward and minority communities
under the 'anti-constitutional rule' of the
Modi government. Those who are poor
and deprived are suffering the brunt of

Manuvaad," the Congress chief alleged.
He said a crime is committed every hour
against Dalit-tribal women and children,

and according to the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB),
this figure has doubled since
2014. "The Congress Party will
not allow the constitutional
rights of 140 crore Indians to be
violated and will continue to
oppose the anti-constitutional
thinking of the BJP-RSS,"
Kharge said. A 35-year-old Dalit
man Mukesh Longre died on
Saturday after being called to
Satwas Police Station in Madhya
Pradesh for questioning in a
complaint submitted against him
by a woman on December 26.

This triggered protests from his kin,
who alleged murder. Separately, Union
Minister Ramdas Athawale on Monday
alleged that Dalit man Somnath
Suryavanshi was assaulted in a police
lock-up in Parbhani, Maharashtra, lead-
ing to his death.

BJP will put Mamata in jail if it comes to power: Suvendu Adhikari 
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

KOLKATA, Dec. 31: : The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) will set up a commission
to probe atrocities committed in
Sandeshkhali and send Trinamool
Congress chief Mamata Banerjee to jail if
the party comes to power in West Bengal,
BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari said on
Tuesday. Leader of Opposition in West
Bengal assembly and BJP leader
Suvendu Adhikari addresses a gathering
at a membership drive in Sandeshkhali of
North 24 Parganas district on Tuesday
(ANI) Leader of Opposition in West
Bengal assembly and BJP leader
Suvendu Adhikari addresses a gathering
at a membership drive in Sandeshkhali of
North 24 Parganas district on Tuesday
“You (Banerjee) have asked the people to
forget whatever has happened. The peo-
ple of Sandeshkhali will not forget. Even I
will not forget. If BJP comes to power in
West Bengal, a commission would be set up
to probe into the Sandeshkhali events. You

had framed women of Sandeshkhali and
sent them to jail. BJP will send you to jail too
for lodging false cases against women,” said
Adhikari, leader of the opposition in the
Bengal assembly. Hyderabad police asks
Allu Arjun to appear! For more details & lat-

est news, read on here “We will take
revenge with interest according to the law
and stay within the limits of the
Constitution,” said Adhikari, who travelled
to Sandeshkhali a day after the chief minis-

ter visited the area in North 24 Parganas dis-
trict. Adhikari, who was addressing a BJP
outreach programme in Sandeshkhali,
accused Banerjee of conspiring to slap false
cases against women in the area ahead of
the 2024 elections to punish people for

protesting against local TMC
strongmen such as Shahjahan
Sheikh. The BJP leader’s offensive
against Banerjee comes a day after
she asked people in the area to “let
bygones be bygones”. It was her
first visit to the riverine island
since violent protests broke out in
February 2024 over allegations of
sexual assault and land grabbing
by a section of TMC leaders. “I
know that a big game was behind
the stir and money was in play.
People later realised that the entire

matter was a lie. The truth eventually comes
out. Let bygones be bygones. I do not want
to keep these things in mind,” Banerjee said
on Monday. The BJP tried to make the
Sandeshkhali a key poll plank against the

TMC, especially in the Basirhat constituen-
cy, in the run-up to the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions this summer. The TMC, in turn, had
alleged that Adhikari hatched the “conspira-
cy” and “paid women” to frame local TMC
leaders on sexual assault charges to defame
Bengal ahead of the Lok Sabha polls. The
TMC won the Basirhat Lok Sabha seat, of
which Sandeshkhali is an assembly seg-
ment. Adhikari later told media persons on
the sidelines of the rally that people were
tortured by Banerjee’s goons and the state
police. “We will make Banerjee the former
chief minister and send her to jail,” he said.
“The BJP will not come to power in the next
100 years in West Bengal… One need not
pay tax on saying anything and that’s why
he is saying all rubbish. These statements
have no political meaning. We have been
hearing for the past three to four years that
the BJP would come to power in West
Bengal. In reality, their seats are going
down,” Jay Prakash Majumdar, TMC state
vice president and spokesperson told
reporters.

ISRO's SpaDeX satellites first to be
built by industry on its own

ST Correspondent
New Delhi, Dec 31: The launch of two satellites for the

space docking experiment (SpaDeX) also marked a first
for the industry, which built the two spacecraft on their
own under guidance from the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) engineers. The two satellites -- SDX01
(chaser) and SDX02 (target) -- each weighing 220 kg were
integrated and tested by Ananth Technologies Limited
(ATL), which has been associated with a number of ISRO
projects for the past several years. Hyderabad police asks
Allu Arjun to appear! For more details & latest news, read
on here "So far, large satellites have not been realised in
the industry by themselves. This is the first time that the
two satellites have been integrated and tested in the indus-

try," said U R Rao Satellite Centre (URSC) Director M
Shankaran after the two satellites were placed in a 476 km
circular orbit by the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-
C60) on Monday night. Shankaran described the launch of
the two satellites a “trailblazer” for the industry. The
Assembly, Integration and Testing (AIT) of the satellites
were conducted at ATL's new state-of-the-art facility in the
KIADB Aerospace Park, Bengaluru. This 10,000 square
meter facility is equipped to manufacture electronic sub-
systems and integrate up to four large satellites simultane-
ously. The SPADEX mission exemplifies India's capability
to achieve on-orbit docking, a critical technology for future
manned and deep-space missions. It marks a significant
milestone in India's space exploration ambitions, with
applications including human spaceflight, space explo-
ration and supporting repair, refueling and upgrades for
operational satellites. The mission's objectives include
demonstrating autonomous rendezvous and docking, con-
trolling one spacecraft using the Attitude Control System
of the other in a docked configuration, formation flying and
operating a remote robotic arm. "Being a part of this mile-
stone mission highlights ATL's commitment to India's
human space program and our evolving contributions
from subsystem manufacturing to full satellite and launch
vehicle integration," said ATL Chairman and Managing
Director Dr Subba Rao Pavuluri.

Asam, Dec 31: Himanta Biswa Sarma said
that schemes like Nijut Moina and the Assam
Compulsory Registration of Muslim Marriages
helped in eradicating this social evil. Four vil-
lages in Assam's Cachar district have been

declared child marriage-free, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said. He maintained that
initiatives focusing on the welfare of the girl
child has helped in achieving this feat.
Hyderabad police asks Allu Arjun to appear! For
more details & latest news, read on here
"Assam has taken a firm stance against child

marriage. We are putting the last nail in the cof-
fin of this social evil across the state," Sarma said
in a post on X on Monday. "Leading by example,
4 villages in Cachar have been declared child
marriage-free recently ensuring a bright future

for our girls," he added. Rukni Part IV under
Palonghat development block, Bhairabpur
Part I under Kalain development block, and
Rosekandy Grant I and Rosekandy Grant II
under Tapang development block, have been
declared child marriage-free under 'Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao' initiative. Sarma main-
tained that initiatives such as Nijut Moina
scheme and The Assam Compulsory
Registration of Muslim Marriages and
Divorces Act, 2024, have helped in pushing
for the eradication of this social evil. In an
intensified crackdown on child marriages
since last year, 5,348 cases have been regis-
tered and 5,842 people arrested in three spe-

cial drives and regular instances of child mar-
riages, a top police official had said. In the latest
drive earlier this month, 431 persons were
arrested and 345 cases registered across the
state. In the first special drive against the social
evil undertaken in February 2023, 3,425 arrests
were made and 4,387 cases registered. 

4 villages in Assam's Cachar district
‘child marriage-free’: CM Sarma

May God bless you with a
safe, healthy, and joyous

New Year.
Editor : SIMMI KAUR BABBAR

SC defers hearing on shifting
Dallewal to hospital, Punjab

says negotiations on
New Delhi, Dec. 31: The Supreme Court on

Tuesday deferred its hearing till January 2 on
compliance of its order by the Punjab govern-
ment on shifting of farmer leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal, who has been fasting for past 35 days
over various demands, to hospital. A vacation
bench of Justices Surya Kant and Sudhanshu
Dhulia listed the matter for further hearing on
January 2 after Advocate General Gurminder
Singh, appearing for the Punjab government,
said that an application has been moved seek-
ing three days more time for compliance of the
court's December 20 order. Singh said that a
team of negotiators are holdings talks with the
protesting farmers at the protest site and
efforts are being made to shift Dallewal to the
nearby makeshift hospital on Punjab side of
Khanauri border. The bench said it does not
want to comment on the discussions with the
protesting farmers and it only wants compli-
ance of its earlier orders. It recorded the sub-
missions of Singh and adjourned the hearing
on the matter. Earlier on December 28, the top
court came down heavily on the Punjab gov-
ernment for not shifting Dallewal to a hospital
even as it doubted the intention of the agitating
farmers for resisting availability of medical aid
to their septuagenarian leader.





Noida. A man has been forced to run by a PCR van. His father said Manit officers were also among the 
from pillar to post to get justice for the sustained major internal injuries. He eyewitnesses. But the police remain 
accidental death of his 22-year-old died on Dec 23.Ashish filed a clueless," Ashish alleged.He claimed 
son eight days ago.The youth was complaint on Dec 25 and a case was that officials did not visit the hospital 
pursuing a BTech course at GL Bajaj registered under sections 281 (rash to take a statement from Manit the 
College and was heading home when driving or riding on a public way) and same night. They only visited the next 
an SUV rammed into his bike. Police 106(1) (causing death by negligence) morning.
have registered a case and are looking of BNS. "On the night of the accident, The family is trying to take stock of the 
for the car. The boy's father has Manit was about 200 metres away situation and recover Manit's bike, 
alleged inaction by the authorities from a police chowki under Surajpur which has not been released to them 
" d e s p i t e  e n o u g h  p r o o f  a n d  station. yet. "Such incidents happen every day. 
eyewitnesses".  Eyewitnesses, including food delivery But police have become mute 

The accident happened around 10pm on executives, said he was hit by a white spectators. Does the system only 
Dec 22. when Manit Shrivastav was SUV," he said. work for the privileged?" Ashish 
headed for Surajpur on his motorcycle. asked.Ashish claimed that police failed to 
"My son was near Jaitpur roundabout ident i fy  the  vehic le  despi te  According to the police, several teams 
when he was hit by a car," Ashish statements from witnesses. He said are working to identify the accused. 
Shrivastav said in a complaint filed at Manit had told him he was hit by a One of the officers, part of the 
Surajpur police station. white SUV, whose driver was driving investigation, said there aren't many 

Some people passing by dialled 112 and rashly. "The vehicle disappeared into CCaTV cameras around the area, but 
Manit was taken to Kailash Hospital thin air after the accident. PAC they hoped to nab the accused soon.

Lapses in landfill management’: NGT 
wants agencies fined in Haryanas

8 days gone, cops still look for 
SUV that killed youth

many have lived and died were threatened. order, and the smallest security detail was what was being made, and lingered for Gurgaon. A brief stopover at the unlikeliest 
In different ways, and on opposite sides of in place – would have intimated them of five minutes," recalls Attar Singh, a of places – that's how a connection 
the world, those values have been what was on the cards.Accompanying Mr former member of the panchayat who was between former US President Jimmy 
triumphant," he said in his address to and Mrs Carter in the party that converged then a 25-year-old making his way in the Carter, who died on Monday at the age of 
Parliament."India has given her on the village was PM Morarji Desai and world. "There were people on the roofs of 100 at his house in the US state of Georgia, 
affirmative answer in a thunderous voice, his cabinet, Haryana chief minister Devi houses watching all this unfold!"and Daulatpur Nasirabad, a village in 
a voice heard around the world. Lal and his cabinet, the American Gurgaon's north, was established. As the winter sun shone down, a Haryanvi 
Something momentous happened here pagdi was placed on Carter's head, while Those few hours on Jan 3, 1978 spent with 
last March, not because any particular first lady Rosalynn was decked with a him would go on to become the village's 
party won or lost but rather, I think, ghunghat and chunri, and on her head identity, with Daulatpur Nasirabad 
because the largest electorate on earth was balanced a matka. That led to a few renamed as ‘Carterpuri', the name two 
freely and wisely chose its leaders at the playful moments between the two, the generations in the village have been born 
polls. In this sense, democracy itself was president lifting the veil only for the first with.It was barely a year after Carter had 
the victor," he went on to add. lady, in the style of a shy Bollywood taken oath, and on the final day of a three-

And referring to India's diversity of heroine, to cover her face again. This day trip to India during which he 
languages, religions and political opinion, teasing to-and-fro brought much mirth addressed Parliament – which he 
Carter said, "Yet India has forged her vast to the onlookers. Carter was also gifted a described as "the seat of one of the world's 
mosaic of humanity into a single nation pair of shoes made by a cobbler from the great legislatures" – that he made his way 
that has weathered many challenges to village, which, like an excited boy, he to Daulatpur Nasirabad from Delhi.

ambassador, and a cordon made up of survival both as a nation and as a was happy to try on.Carter had included the village in his 
local and US security. There had been no democracy. This is surely one of the "Back then, it was a matter of pride for us to itinerary so that he could emotionally 
bigger day in the lives of the residents here greatest political achievements of this or have an American president fly to India. retrace the footsteps of his mother, nee 
– and there has been none since – as the any century." For us in Haryana, and especially so for Bessie Lillian Gordy, who at age 68 had 
president made his sedate way towards Pagdi for the president the residents of Daulatpur Nasirabad, it come to India – spending time outside 
and past a haveli that abutted the chaupal. was an even prouder moment to have Bombay and very briefly in south At Daulatpur Nasirabad, Carter 's  
This haveli was once the pride of Jimmy Carter visit the village," recollects Haryana – as a Peace Corps volunteer in programme, which began around 10am, 
Daulatpur Nasirabad but, just like the Union minister and Gurgaon MP Rao 1966, a decade before her son was sworn was expected to last 30 minutes but 
television set Carter donated to the Inderjit Singh, who was a first-time MLA in as the 39th president of the United stretched on for well over an hour. 
villagers, it is now long gone. in the Haryana assembly at the time. "I States.Visiting the year after Emergency Everyone in the village knew that the 

"While there was a schedule, Carter didn't remember the enthusiasm and excitement had been lifted, Carter won hearts with his American president was due to pay them a 
necessarily stick to it. Much to the surprise the crowds felt at not just having him in rich praise for Indian democracy. "Not visit, and in case they were still in the dark, 
of the occupants of one house, he entered their midst, but also seeing him engage long ago, both of our people's the appearance of the police 24 hours 
the kitchen and saw ‘bajre ki roti' being with them, and clearly enjoy the governments passed through grave crises. prior – to ensure that everything was in 
prepared alongside ‘chana saag'. He asked experienceIn different ways, the values for which so 

How a Gurgaon village got Jimmy Carter’s name

2k cops, 10 parking zones — 
Gurgaon gears up for NY eve

drunken driving under the MV Act.Gurgaon. More than 2,000 police 
personnel will be deployed in the city as In 2023, 5,452 drunken driving offenders 
part of New Year's eve security and traffic were challaned in Gurgaon and in 2022, 
management.Gurgaon police have also 1,070 DD offenders were challaned.
identified 10 places around Sector 29, MG "The penalty for drunken driving as per the 
Road and Cyber Hub party hotspots as amended Motor Vehicle Act is Rs 10,000 
designated parking areas for New Year and the driving licence is liable to be 
party revellers.Faridabad police have set suspended for three months," police said.
up 40 checkpoints in the city to ensure Of the 2,000 plus police personnel who will 
trouble-free New Year celebrations. be on duty on New Year Eve, around 

To ensure that partygoers celebrate the 1,044 cops will be deployed at 22 main 
arrival of the New Year without any places and 10 parking places, mostly at 
inconvenience, Gurgaon traffic police the clubs and pubs in Sector 29 and MG 
have issued an advisory specifying 10 Road where New Year celebrations will 
spots as designated parking places for the be hosted.Cops in plain clothes, counter-
revellers.The designated parking areas assault teams, bomb disposal team, extensively in both cities on New Year's traffic police said in an official statement 
include 1. Leisure Valley paved parking 2. ambulance, and fire brigade will also be eve.Every year, thousands of revellers issued on Monday.Traffic DCP Virendra 
Leisure Valley market 3. Leisure Valley deployed.Gurgaon police set up 10 throng the clubs, market areas and Vij said that eight checkpoints will be set 
unpaved parking (35 acres) opposite interstate checkpoints and 68 special eateries at Sector 29, MG Road, Cyber up specially to conduct DD checks on Dec 
Westin Hotel — all in Sector 29 4. Cyber checkpoints to identify the movement of Hub, Golf Course Road and Golf Course 31 night.Eighty traffic police personnel, 
Hub parking 5. parking opposite KOD s u s p i c i o u s  p e r s o n s  a n dExtension Road to celebrate New including eight inspectors, will be present 
and behind KOD in Sector 29 6. parking criminals.Faridabad police commissioner Year.Not just from the city, the clubs in at these checkpoints," the DCP said.Apart 
opposite the Uber office in Sector 29 7. Satender Kumar Gupta said that they set Gurgaon attract crowds from different from the traffic cops, under the 
HUDA Gymkhana parking in Sector 29 8. up 40 checkpoints near malls, shopping places in Delhi-NCR."The public is supervision of zonal DCPs, additional DD 
Machan parking area in Sector 29 9. complexes, markets, hotels, restaurants, advised to park the vehicles at the checkpoints will be set up across the city 
HUDA ground parking and 10. taxi party halls, key road intersections and designated parking spots only. Parking on to prevent drunken driving.So far in 2024, 
parking in Sector 29.Drunken driving district borders to prevent any untoward the roads is strictly prohibited and all such city police challaned 25,968 offenders, 
(DD) checks will be conducted incident during New Year Eve.vehicles will be towed away," Gurgaon including 219 women drivers, for 

Max temp falls to 12.2°C, 
Gurgaon narrowly misses 

‘severe cold’ mark
Gurgaon. The city experienced an almost ‘severe 

cold' day on Monday as the daytime temperature, 
recorded at 12.2 degrees Celsius, went 8.5 
degrees below normal. A ‘severe cold' day is 
declared when the maximum temperature falls 
below normal by 6.5 degrees Celsius or more, 
and the minimum temperature is below 10 
degrees Celsius in the plains. The minimum 
temperature in the city was 10.1 degrees Celsius, 
3.7 degrees below normal. Due to a 0.1-degree 
difference,  the  India  Meteorological  
Department's (IMD) criteria for a ‘severe cold 
day' and ‘cold day' were unmet.IMD predicted 
that the minimum temperature is likely to drop 
by 3 to 5 degrees over the next two days. "Cold-
day-like conditions are likely at isolated places in 
Haryana. Winds from the northwest, from the 
snow-clad mountains, are expected to further 
reduce the temperature," an IMD scientist 
stated.A 'cold' day is declared when the 
minimum temperature is below 10 degrees 
Celsius, and the maximum temperature is lower 
than normal by 4.5 degrees or more.

Sector 31 resident Vishal Gupta said, "On my way 
to the office in Udyog Vihar, there was shallow 
fog, but it was very cold. Gurgaon was giving 
hill-station vibes. Weather was warmer around 
2pm when the sun came out for a short time," he 
said.

In its advisory, the IMD underscored the health 
ramifications of extended fog exposure, 
including wheezing, coughing, and respiratory 
distress among asthma patients. Prolonged 
exposure to dense fog can exacerbate respiratory 
ailments and precipitate other health 
complications such as ocular irritation and 
infections.Meanwhile, doctors said the cold 
season has brought a noticeable surge in 
pneumonia cases. "We are witnessing a 
significant number of patients presenting with 
severe symptoms such as persistent coughing, 
chest pain, and yellow phlegm. I saw 20 patients 
today, most are over 40, and recovery tends to be 
prolonged. In many cases, short-term treatments 
with antibiotics, steroids, and low-dose 
nebulisation have been effective in managing 
symptoms and improving patient outcomes," 
said Dr Kuldeep Kumar Grover, head of critical 
care and pulmonology at CK Birla Hospital, 
Gurgaon.

News box

Gurgaon. In 2024, police booked 270 cases under 
NDPS Act and arrested 378 peddlers from the city, as 
opposed to 267 cases and 338 arrests in 2023.

As much as 1,838kg of ganja, 52kg of hashish, 613 
grams of heroin, 505 grams of smack, 35 grams of 
cocaine, 102 grams of MDMA, 1.6 kilos of opium, and 
13.5 kilos of poppy, were seized, along with around 
250 kilos of other prohibited narcotics. Last year, 
1,097kg of ganja, 3kg of hashish, 943 grams of heroin, 
6kg of poppy, and 1.2kg of other narcotic substances 
were seized.Police also booked 218 Arms Act cases 
and arrested 336 offenders, seizing 204 pistols, 10 
revolvers, 299 live rounds and six knives from their 
possession.In 2023, police had arrested 466 offenders 
in 352 Arms Act cases and seized 348 pistols, 11 
revolvers, 511 live rounds, seven magazines, and six 
knives.As part of crackdown against gambling, 615 
persons were arrested in 397 cases under the Gambling 
Act in the city. In 2023, 502 offenders were arrested in 
282 Gaming Act cases, and Rs 20.9 lakh was seized.

In 2024, 1,736 cases were registered under the Excise 
Act and 2,093 accused were arrested. Police seized Rs 
12.4 lakh from gambling dens. In 2023, 1,573 Excise 
Act cases were registered and the number of accused 
arrested under this was 1,927.Moreover, city police 
registered eight cases under the Immoral Trafficking 
Prevention Act and arrested 24 accused for exploiting 
women in brothels this year. In 2023, seven cases were 
registered under the act, and 40 accused were arrested.

According to the data provided by the state police, in 
Haryana, from Jan to Nov 2024, 3,051 NDPS Act 
cases were registered, including 411 cases related to 
drug smuggling in commercial quantities, and 4,652 
drug traffickers were arrested.As much as 28.14 kilos 
of heroin, 266 kilos of charas, 8,552 kilos of ganja, 400 
kilos of opium, 382 kilos of opium plants, 48,436 
bottles of narcotic drugs, 3,11,776 narcotic capsules, 
6,91,681 narcotic tablets, and 12,778 narcotic 
injections were seized from the state.

378 peddlers held in narcotics 
crackdowns in Gurgaon this 
year

Noida. The region's air quality improved on Monday, 
with both Noida and Ghaziabad recording 
‘satisfactory' AQI. Noida recorded an AQI of 100, 
down from 162 (moderate) a day ago, while 
Ghaziabad's AQI was 83, against Sunday's 124. 
Greater Noida's AQI also improved on Monday but 
remained in the ‘moderate' category at 102 – down 
from 141 the day before.Air monitoring stations 
across the two districts recorded AQI ranging from 
‘satisfactory' to ‘moderate' on Monday.

In Noida, Sector 1 and Sector 125 stations recorded 
‘satisafcatory' AQI at 90 and 98, respectively, while 
Sector 62 and Sector Sector 116 recorded ‘moderate' 
AQI at 125 and 127. Meanwhile, Greater Noida's 
Knowledge Park 3 station recorded ‘satisafctory' AQI 
at 8-, while Knowledge Park 5 recorded AQi of 142 in 
the ‘moderate' category.

In Ghaziabad, only Indirapuram station recorded 
‘moderate' AQI at 113, while Loni (92), Vasundhara 
(86) and Sanjay Naga (61) all recorded ‘satisfactory' 
air quality on Monday.According to a bulletin issued 
by the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology 
(IITM), the predominant surface wind came from the 
northwest direction with a wind speed of less than 14 
kmph until evening on Monday. Delhi-NCR's 
visibility was 800m at 8am.

Noida. The liquor licence of a bar at Gardens Galleria 
Mall was suspended after authorities carried out a raid 
last week and found that bottles of premium whiskey 
were tampered with before drinks were served to 
customers.Excisedepartment officials told TOI that 
they seized 23 bottles and sent them to a laboratory to 
test for adulteration.The department's action came on 
an anonymous tip-off that My Bar Headquarters, which 
opened in the Sector 38A mall in 2021, mixes cheaper 
brands of liquor with high-end ones and stocks it in 
bottles of premium brands."The bottles were seized 
during a raid conducted on Dec 27 in the storeroom of 
the venue called My Bar Headquarters. During the 
operation, two liquor bottles sourced from outside the 
state and 23 other suspicious bottles were recovered. 
The suspicious bottles were of premium brand whiskey, 
but their seals were broken, and their QR codes were 
tampered with as well," said Subodh Kumar, district 
excise officer (DEO).

Kumar said the bar was sealed on Friday, and further 
action will be taken against the owner once the 
laboratory reports confirm adulteration.

The excise department also filed a police complaint, and 
six people, including the bar's staffers, were named in 
the FIR."Of the six people named in the FIR, four were 
arrested from the bar but two others managed to escape 
and are absconding. They were booked under section 
318 (cheating) of BNS, and relevant sections of the 
Excise Act," the DEO said.

A senior police officer said Sandeep Kumar of 
Bulandshahr (UP), Satish Bhardwaj of Hamirpur 
(Himachal Pradesh), Ajay Kumar of Ghazipur (UP) 
and Rajesh Prajapati of Kanpur (UP) were arrested.

"The storeroom of the bar was located in the lower 
basement of the mall where the illegal bottles were 
seized from. Ajay and Rajesh worked as store in-charge, 
while Sandeep and Satish worked as managers. The 
absconding accused Sahil and Tanveer worked as 
bartenders," the officer said.

Branded bottles, cheap 
liquor: Bar loses licence

AQI improves to ‘satisfactory’ 
in Noida as wind gains speed

Gurgaon. The National Green Tribunal based on a TOI report revealing a composition at the site includes 50% 
(NGT) has directed HSPCB to massive fire incident at Bandhwari inert materials, 25% organic 
impose environmental compensation landfill. TOI had highlighted that it compostable matter, 15% RDF 
(EC) for fire incidents at landfill sites. was the fourth fire incident reported at (primarily plastics), and 5% each of 
These fires, often resulting from Bandhwari landfill in April and that a C&D debris and other miscellaneous 
l apse s  i n  e f f ec t i ve  l and f i l l  thick haze engulfed the villages materials," the CPCB said.The 
management, cause significant around Bandhwari due to the fire situation is further complicated by 
environmental damage.The member incident.Such fire incidents at landfill frequent fire incidents.
secretary of HSPCB was tasked with sites are a threat to biodiversity and Between April and Oct 2024, nine fire 
thoroughly investigating this matter pose a danger to the health of citizens. incidents were reported at the 
and reaching a conclusion within During its Dec 16 hearing, the tribunal Bandhwari landfill. According to 
three months. This direction came found that CPCB, in its affidavit, said HSPCB, these fires are primarily 
when the tribunal was reviewing the Bandhwari landfill site i has been caused by "hot spots" created during 
affidavits from CPCB, HSPCB and a focal point of environmental bioremediation, where increased 
MCG on fires broke out at Bandhwari concern. Operational for the past 13 oxygen and bacterial activity raise 
landfill site."The HSPCB member years, initially, it had a waste volume temperatures, leading to fires when 
secretary will duly examine this issue of 44 lakh metric tonnes (MT) with a they come into contact with methane 
and reach an appropriate conclusion height of 41 meters, spread over about pockets.Sunlight reflecting off metal 
within three months and will submit 30 acres.Currently, the height has and glass in the waste also contributes 
the report before the registrar general reduced to 19 meters, with a total to these fires.
of the tribunal immediately after three waste volume of 14 lakh MT. The site To address these issues, several 
months. If found necessary, the receives solid waste from both measures have been proposed and 
matter will be listed for consideration Gurgaon and Faridabad, contributing implemented.The commission for air 
before the bench," the order, a combined total of 1,778 tons per day. quality management recommended 
delivered by chairperson Prakash "Despite efforts to manage the waste 24x7 monitoring, installation of 
Shrivastava and expert member A through bio-mining, which began in CCTVs, physical fencing, and the 
Senthil Vel, said. Sept 2020, only 20% of the land has prohibition of unauthorised access to 

The tribunal took suo-motu action b e e n  r e c l a i m e d .  T h e  w a s t e  the site.
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Gurgaon. To improve
bus services in the NCR
area, Haryana State Pollution
Control Board (HSPCB)
chairman P Raghavendra
Rao held a review meeting
with the officials of the World
Bank, GMDA, FMDA,
GMCBL, MCG, and DIMTS
on Thursday.The state govt
approved the detailed project
report for the Haryana Clean
Air Project for Sustainable
Development and is being
funded by the World Bank,
which aims to combat pollu-
tion and promote sustainable

growth across the state. Rao
said robust bus services
could reduce pollution levels
in the two cities, as there is
"immense scope for both
cities to augment bus trans-
port networks further and
contribute towards combat-
ing air pollution in the
state."The project will be
implemented over six years,
with Rs 3,600 crore allocated
for its first phase. Of this,
nearly Rs 1,100 crore was
allocated to the transport sec-
tor to strengthen public

transportation and curb
emissions across the
state.During the meeting, A
Sreenivas, CEO of GMDA
and FMDA highlighted the
plans that would be adopted
by the authorities to augment

both infrastructure and man-
power capacities to strength-
en the public transport struc-
tures.

Haryana aims cleaner air with expanded
e-bus fleet, Rs 1,100cr allocated

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
ANUJ AHLAWAT S/o OMPARKASH,
Residing at Seria (9)  PO. Seria, Dist.
Jhajjar, Haryana-124102, declare
that name of mine has been wrongly
written as ANUJ in my Educational
Certificate, Voter Crad No.
UQI0476065, and Driving Licence
No.HR77 20200001234. The actual
name of mine is ANUJ AHLAWAT,
which may be amended accordingly

NAME CHANGE
I Nikhat Parveen wife of Mohd. Arif
resident of L 212, 213, Sunder Nagri,
Delhi-93 declare that in my passport
no L9611132 my name has been
erroneously written as Nikhat
Praveen, whereas my correct name
is Nikhat Parveen, in future I should
be known by the name of Nikhat
Parveen only.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN THAT MY CLIENTS
SH. BABU KHAN AND HIS WIFE
SMT. SHAMEENA BEGUM, R/O
H.NO. A-547, SANGAM VIHAR,
NEAR TIGRI EXT., NEW DELHI-
110080, HEREBY SEVERED ALL
RELATIONS FROM THEIR ELDER
SON ABRAR AHMED, AGE 45
YEARS DUE HIS ILL-BEHAVIOUR
AND BAD HABITS.  MY ABOVE
SAID CLIENTS ALSO DIS-
OWNED/DEBARRED THEIR SON
ABRAR AHMAD FROM HIS ALL
MOVEABLE AND IMMOVEABLE
PROPERTIES WITH IMMEDIATE
EFFECT. MY CLIENTS HAS NO
CONTROL OVER HIM, ANYBODY
DEALING WITH HIM IN ANY MAN-
NER WILL DO SO AT THEIR OWN
RISK AND CONSEQUENCES AND
MY CLIENTS OR THEIR FAMILY
WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
ANY ACT/DEED DONE BY HIM

MANOJ BHATI ADVOCATE,
CHAMBER NO.710,

SAKET COURT COMPLEX,
NEW DELHI-110017.

NAME CHANGE
I, Chandan S/O Shyam Babu R/O
House No-2043, 22 Feet Road
Near Shivaji Public School,
Parvatia Colony, Faridabad Sector-
22, Haryana-121005 Have
Changed my name to Chandan
Verma for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Saroj Bajaj alias
Kiran Batra  W/O Bhim Sain R/O
387, bagh kare khan kishan ganj
Azad park VTC: Kishan ganj, PO
Malka  Ganj, District: North Delhi,
State: Delhi-  110007, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Kiran Batra.

NAME CHANGE
I, TRIDEV BAISHANAB S/o NITAI
CH BAISHANAB, R/o PLOT NO-28
3RD FLOOR FRONT SIDE LHS,
OM VIHAR EXTN, PHASE-5,
UTTAM NAGAR, PO: D.K MOHAN
GARDEN, DIST: WEST DELHI,
110059 have changed my name
from TRIDEV ROY to TRIDEV BAIS-
HANAB for all future purpose. That
TRIDEV ROY and TRIDEV BAIS-
HANAB are the names of the one
and same person i.e. myself.NAME CHANGE

I hitherto known as Rehman S/O
S M ALI  R/O A-136, NEAR RWA
DILSHAD COLONY ,Jhilmil ,East
Delhi, Delhi-110095, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Rehman Ali .

NAME CHANGE
I MD ASIM S/O MUBARAK ALI R/O
326 MAIN MARKET OKHLA JAMIA
MILLIA ISLAMIA JAMIA NAGAR
OKHLA SOUTH EAST DELHI
110025 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME To MOHD ASIM

NAME CHANGE
I, Ritika Sharma D/o Shri Ramesh
Behal, Address:- V-24 Ground Floor,
Green Park (Main), New Delhi -
110016 have changed my name to
Ritika Behal for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Surender Pal S/o Om Prakash R/o
House No-279, Block-E, Dharm
Colony, Palam Vihar EXTN., Gurgaon,
Haryana-122017 Have Changed My
Minor Son Name Ishan To Ishan Sirohi
For All Future Purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
SANIYA PARVEEN D/O MOHD
TALIB R/O F-217, SHAHEEN BAGH
ABUL FAZAL PART-2, NEW
FRIENDS COLONY, SO DIST
SOUTH DELHI, DELHI-110025
declare that name of my father has
been wrongly written as TALIB ALI in
my 10th class educational docu-
ments. The actual name of my father
is MOHD TALIB which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Ranjeet Kumar S/O, Madan Lal, R/O
Kh. No-18/8, Gali No-15a, Chandan
Vihar, Near Nehru Market, West Sant
Nagar, BURARI, PO:Burari,
DIST:North Delhi, Delhi, 110084
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as Ranjeet kumar
Sarser in my caste certificate no
SC/02/31/ 3297/18/1/2007/ 18860.The
actual name of mine is Ranjeet kumar,
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 14834846L, Rank-SEP/MT,
Name-ZALA SANJAYKUMAR ISH-
VARBHAI Father of VISHVAJEET
Presently residing at VILLAGE-
PATHAVAT BARMUDA, POST-JAR-
AVAT, TEHSIL-MAHEMDVAD,
DISTT-KHEDA, GUJARAT-387130
have changed my minor son’s name
from VISHVAJEET to ZALAVISHVJIT
SANJAYKUMAR for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 31/12/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMAD MOBEEN S/O
SAEED AHMAD residing at
HOUSE NO-483, KOTLA , MER-
RUT , UTTAR PRADESH-250002
have changed my name to MOBIN
AHMAD for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, PARVEEN KUMAR HANS S/O
DAULAT RAM HANS R/O 371,
KOHAT ENCLAVE, PITAMPURA,
NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110034 HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO PARVEEN HANS FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUMITRA BEN MANORSINH
Mother of No-16021209F Rank-L/HAV,
Name-PARMAR SHAILESH KUMAR
MANORSINH Presently residing at H.
NO-327, PARMAR FALIYU, VPO-
WAGHJIPUR, SHEHERA,
PANCHMAHALS, GUJARAT-389120,
have changed my name from SUMI-
TRA BEN MANORSINH to PARMAR
SUMITRABEN MANORSINH for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
31/12/2024 before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Yatin S/o Baldev Raj Sachdeva R/o 1511,
Street No-6, Arjun Nagar,Gurgaon, Haryana-
122001, Have Changed My Name To Yatin
Sachdeva For All Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohammad Saquib Ahmad S/O
Sayeed Bin Ahmed R/O House No B-
567, 2nd floor, Block B, Jahangirpuri,
North West Delhi - 110033 Have
Changed my name to Shakeb Ahmed
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-303741F Rank-SUB Name-
ANEES AHMAD S/o MUMTAZ
AHMAD residing at VILL-SAMUND
PUR, PO-SAGARI, PS-JEAN PUR,
DIST-AZAMGARH, UTTAR
PRADESH-276138 have changed my
daughter’s name from BUSHRA
KHATTON to BUSHRA KHATOON for
all future purposes vide Affidavit dated
31/12/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I, NOOR SHABA BANO Wife of JC-
303741F Rank-SUB Name-ANEES
AHMAD residing at VILL-SAMUND
PUR, PO-SAGARI, PS-JEAN PUR,
DIST-AZAMGARH, UTTAR
PRADESH-276138, have changed
my name from NOOR SHABA BANO
to NOOR SABAfor all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 31/12/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given by Mr. Vijender
Kumar who is the owner of Property
Bearing No.3197-A/234, Portion of
Old Plot Bearing No.22, area measur-
ing 74 sq.yards, Situated at Chander
Nagar (Ram Nagar), Tri Nagar, Delhi-
110035 by the virtue of
Relinquishment Deed dated
28.11.2024 registered as Doc No.
2024/15/O/17659 and also taking
financial assistance from Godrej
Finance Limited. If any person(s)
/Institution has/have any objection(s)
or claim(s) with respect to the right, title
or interest in the said property may
please contact us within 07 days from
the date of this notice on the address
mentioned herein below, failing which
my client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
A-38 Kailash Colony, 

New Delhi-110048
Contact #011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Arun
Pundir S/o Mr. Bhagwan Singh is
the owner of Freehold Residential
RHS Portion of Plot no. 03 area
measuring 100 Sq. yds., i.e., 83.61
Sq. Meter, Out of Khasra No. 36,
Situated in the Lal Bagh in Block-A
at Village Ahmadnagar Nawada,
Pargana Loni, Tehsil & District
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh. By
Virtue of Regd. GPA Dated
18.04.2024 Duly registered in SR.
Loni-II Ghaziabad, as doc no.66, vol
no.173, book no.4, page no. 01-20,
dated. 18.04.2024. in the chain doc-
uments below mentioned docu-
ments not available i.e.  Probate
Order of Will Dated 12.09.1997 now
our client is declaring that that any
other Person does not have any
right over the said property, and
same property sold too be Mr.
Mayank and same has been
finance by Piramal Capital &
Housing Finance Ltd. Branch: Loni
Ghaziabad Uttar Pradesh.    If any
person(s) have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 07 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Sushil
Kumar Yadav S/o Mr. Hoshyar
Singh is the owner of Freehold
Residential House No. B-4, on Third
with roof rights, area measuring 272
Sq. Yds., out of Rect. No. 8, Killa
No. 21/2Min, Situated in the area of
Village Palla, Tehsil & District
Faridabad, Haryana 121003. By
Virtue of Will dated 03.07.2023 as
Doc No. 263, on Dated 03.07.2023,
SR- Faridabad in the chain docu-
ments below mentioned documents
not available i.e.  Probate Order of
Will dated 03.07.2023 now our
client is declaring that that any other
Person does not have any right over
the said property, and built on 4th
Floor, with roof rights sold too be Mr.
Neeraj Garg S/o Mr. Rajendra
Prasad Garg and same has been
finance by AAVAS FINANCIERS
LIMITED. Branch: Rajinder Place,
New Delhi.    If any person(s) have
any objection(s) or claim(s) with
respect to the` right, title or interest
in the Said Property then contact us
within 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found by
anyone. Thereafter no claim shall
be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

NAME CHANGE
I, M KARUPPAYEE is Mother of No.
15724187P Rank-L/NK Name-
PALANIMUTHU, Unit- DBA SC R/o
VILL-KAND KOSRI, PO- DHARER,
TEH-BAIJNATH, DIST-KANGRA(HP)-
176125 have changed my name from
M KARUPPAYEE to KARUPPAYI
MUNIYASAMY for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 28/12/2024 Before
Notary New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, VENKATALAXMI is legally spouse of
No. 15495610P Rank- HAV Name-
BATCHIGARI VENKATESWARLU,
R/o 12/24 A, SANGA STREET CUM-
BUM, PO-CUMBUM, DIST-
PRAKASAM (ANDHRA PRADESH)-
52333 have changed my name from
VENKATA LAXMI to LAKSHMI
BATCHIGARI for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 28/12/2024 Before
Notary New Delhi.
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condition, or so we're 
told."Whatever you 
believe doesn't matter. 
If a person feels and 
identifies as a different 
gender, who are you to 
judge? Let people be 
who they want to be. It 
doesn't affect your life 
in any way shape of 
form. They're not 
forcing their beliefs on 
your lifestyle. Stay in 
your own lane," read a 
comment.Rowling's JK Rowling has once again 
remarks also found stirred controversy with her remarks 
support from some on transgender issues. The Harry 
quarters. One user Potter author, in her latest post on X, harm than lobotomies and false 

wrote, "You don't need to be a medical claimed that transgender children "do memory syndrome combined."
expert to know right from wrong or not exist" and dismissed the concept of Her remarks met with immediate 
child exploitation when you see it."This being "born in the wrong body." backlash, with critics accusing her of 
is not the first time JK Rowling has The controversy began on Sunday when perpetuating harmful rhetoric against 
come under fire for her opinions on an X user criticised Rowling for transgender individuals.A user 
transgender issues. Back in August, she allegedly not using her influence for commented, "Isn't that the same logic 
criticised Algerian boxer Imane positive change. The user wrote, "I homophobic people used in the 
Khelif's participation in the Paris wish you would use your immense previous century against gays and 
Olympics 2024, suggesting that Khelif, power for good. Your hateful focus on lesbians?"Another said, "You're also a 
who defeated Italian boxer Angela trans kids is hurtful and unnecessary." medical expert. Didn't know that. This 
Carini in a 46-second match, was a man In response, JK Rowling wrote, "There thing that everyone famous for 
competing against women. Rowling are no trans kids. No child is 'born in the anything feels the urge to act as an 
accused organisers of enabling "men's wrong body'. There are only adults like expert of something else... makes me 
power over women," and criticised the you, prepared to sacrifice the health of crazy! I surely need to be visited by a 
International Olympic Committee minors to bolster your belief in an novelist..." to which Rowling replied, 
(IOC) for allowing Khelif to compete.ideology that ends up wrecking more "But being trans isn't a medical 

NEWS BOX

Six people injured in New York City 
convenience store firing

There Are No Trans Kids": JK Rowling's 
Controversial Remark Sparks Debate

summons without justifiable warrant "there's no such provision SEOUL.A South Korean court has issued an 
reasons, and there is sufficient for arrest warrants"."I expect the arrest warrant for impeached, suspended 
probable cause to suspect the (arrest) process will proceed President Yoon Suk Yeol, investigators said 
commission of a crime," a smoothly," he said, adding that Tuesday, over his short-lived bid to impose 
Corruption Investigation Office warrants were typically valid martial law on the country.Yoon briefly 
(CIO) official told reporters at a seven days and had to be executed suspended civilian rule this month, 
briefing on Tuesday."The warrant within that time frame.Police plunging South Korea into its worst 
is valid until January 6," the official were deployed early Tuesday political crisis in decades.He was stripped 
said, adding that Yoon could be outside Yoon's residence in of his presidential duties by parliament 
held at a police station or the Seoul central Seoul, in a likely bid to over the action, but a constitutional court 
detention center.Yoon's lawyer h e a d  o f f  s c u f f l e s . Yo o n ' s  ruling is pending on whether to confirm the 
called the arrest warrant for the supporters and protesters calling impeachment."The arrest warrant and 
impeached president "illegal and for his removal have both staked search warrant for President Yoon Suk 
invalid", saying investigators out his residence, with local Yeol, requested by the Joint Investigation 
lacked the authority to probe the media running images of  Headquarters, were issued this morning," 
president."The arrest warrant and altercations between the two the Joint Investigation Headquarters said in 
search and seizure warrant issued camps overnight.Up to 3,000 a statement.The conservative leader faces 
at the request of an agency without people will move to protest criminal charges of insurrection, which 
investigative authority are illegal against the unfair and unvalid could result in life imprisonment or even 
and invalid," a statement sent to arrest warrant," said an official the death penalty.Investigators probing Tuesday that "security measures regarding 
AFP by lawyer Yoon Kab-keun said.Even from the largest protest group supporting Yoon over his declaration of martial law the execution of the warrant will be carried 
though the warrant has been issued, it is Yoon.Local media reported than an requested the warrant Monday after the out in accordance with lawful procedures," 
unclear whether investigators and police imminent arrest or search of the suspended president failed to report for in a statement to local media.But lawyer 
will be able to execute it.The Presidential presidential residence was unlikely, as questioning a third time."The reason for the Yun Bok-nam, president of Lawyers for a 
Security Service has previously refused to investigators would seek to coordinate with warrant is that there is a concern that the Democratic Society, told AFP that while 
comply with three search warrants.It said the presidential security service.individual may refuse to comply with there was a legal basis for rejecting a search 

thoroughfare in the Bronx.
Chell said police have video 

showing the attackers opened fire 
around 5 p.m. as they ran across 
the road to the store, then kept 
shooting as their targets ran into 
the store.After bumping into the 
woman and girl at the counter, one 
of the people who ran inside took 
hold of her and spun her into the 
line of fire, Chell said.Chell said interim Chief of Department John 

all of those shot, except the 40-year-old Chell said.There was no immediate 
mother, were wounded in their arms or information on the condition of those NEW YORK. Six people were shot at a legs. The Fire Department said it took wounded in what Chell called “a New York City convenience store five of the wounded to hospitals, and brazen and heartless attack on innocent Monday, including a 12-year-old girl the sixth apparently got a ride to a New Yorkers and cowardly intended and her mother, as one of the intended hospital from someone else.In addition victims.”Police believe the two targets used the woman as a shield, to the mother and daughter, those shooters were aiming for people in a police said.The mother ended up shot wounded included four men, aged 18 to group standing outside the store on in the stomach while the person who 21, Chell said.White Plains Road, a commercial grabbed her went unscathed, police 

New Taiwan Board Game Invites 
Players To Battle 'Chinese Invasion'

China conflict.ast week, Taiwan's Taipei. A new board game set against the 
presidential office held its first "tabletop" backdrop of armed conflict around Taiwan 
exercise involving government agencies is set to be released in January 2025, amid 
beyond the armed forces, simulating a renewed threats from Beijing, inviting 
military escalation with China.he exercise players to participate in an imaginary 
involved scenarios, including the island Chinese invasion 20 years from now.
being "on the verge of conflict", to test the China has ramped up military activity close 
readiness of government offices and civil to democratically governed Taiwan in 
society.Players who participated in a test recent years, including massing naval 
run of "2045" said they learnt about what forces around the island this month.
might happen in the event of a Chinese The new game, titled "2045", tasks gamers 
invasion and that they hoped the game with navigating the troubles of war by 
could help people understand the using colourful action cards, and role-
implications of a war."I'm not very playing characters involved in operations 
knowledgeable on military matters, 10 days before a fictional Chinese invasion 
therefore through this game I learnt about of Taiwan.That includes members of China's sovereignty claims and say only Chang Shao Lian, the founder of Mizo 
where the army may land and launch an Taiwan's armed forces, Chinese sleeper the island's people can decide their future. Games told Reuters at his Taipei office.
attack," said Kalin Lai, a 23-year-old who agents and pro-China politicians working Taiwanese board game maker Mizo Games Chang said he wanted "players to feel they 
tried out the game.to sabotage the island's defence, as well as started crowdfunding the game in August. want to win and think about what they will 

Mizo has previously created two other citizens picking up guns to defend their Within two-and-a-half-months, the do to win".The game, which is also set to go 
Taiwan war-themed board games - one homeland. company had received more than T$4 on sale in the U.S. and Europe later in the 
about surviving an air raid in Taipei and the China claims Taiwan as its own and has never million ($121,966) to fund the project. year, has been developed at a time when 
other about a bombing in Kaohsiung during renounced the use of force to bring the Taiwan officials have intensified "It is not quite peaceful around Taiwan island 
Japan's colonisation of the island between island under its control. Taiwan's president preparations for scenarios including a and the Western Pacific as we speak," 
1895 and 1945.and his government strongly object to 

Venezuela's top court 
issues a $10 million fine for 

TikTok over allegedly 
deadly video challenges

CARACAS. Venezuela’s Supreme Court on Monday 
issued a $10 million fine against TikTok for “not 
implementing measures” to prevent viral video 
challenges that have allegedly led to the deaths of three 
Venezuelan children recently.

Judge Tania D’Amelio said TikTok had acted in a 
negligent manner and gave it eight days to pay the fine, 

while also ordering the video service company to open 
an office in Venezuela that would supervise content so 
that it complies with local laws.The judge did not 
explain how Venezuela would force TikTok, whose 
parent company is based in China, to pay the 
fine.Venezuela has blocked dozens of websites in 
previous years for not complying with regulations set 
by its telecommunications commission.TikTok did not 
immediately respond to requests for comment from 
The Associated Press.In November, Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro blamed TikTok for the death 
of a 12-year-old girl who allegedly died after 
participating in a TikTok challenge that involved 
taking t ranqui l izer  pi l ls  and not  fa l l ing 
asleep.Venezuela’s Education Minister Hector 
Rodriguez also said last month that a 14-year-old died 
after taking part in a TikTok challenge that involved 
sniffing substances.And on Nov. 21, Venezuela’s 
attorney general blamed video challenges on TikTok 
for the death of a third child.Dozens of radio stations 
and television channels have been taken off the air in 
Venezuela under Maduro over their news coverage. 
More than 60 websites belonging to human rights 
groups and news companies were blocked at different 
times this year, according to VE Sin Filtro, a group that 
tracks media freedoms in the South American 
country.In August, Venezuela banned the social media 
platform X as thousands of Venezuelans took to the 
streets to protest the re-election of Maduro.The 
Venezuelan government initially banned X for 10 days, 
after Maduro accused its owner Elon Musk of using the 
social media platform to “orchestrate attacks against 
Venezuela.”Musk had accused Maduro of rigging the 
July 28 election, which the United Nations and the 
Carter Center, an organization that monitors elections 
around the world, said .

Zurich.A Swiss Internaional Air Lines cabin crew 
member on an aeroplane forced to make an 
emergency landing due to smoke inside the aircraft 
has died, the flag carrier said on Monday.The Airbus 
A220-300 jet, with 74 passengers and five crew on 
board, was flying from Bucharest to Zurich on 
December 23 when it had to land in Graz, Austria after 
engine problems occurred and smoke filled the 
cockpit and cabin. The plane landed safely."We must 
report, with the deepest of sorrow and regret, that our 
young colleague died in the hospital in Graz on 
Monday," Swiss said in a statement.Swiss chief 
executive Jens Fehlinger said the loss had left the 
airline, a subsidiary of Germany's Lufthansa, in shock 
and grief.We are devastated at our dear colleague's 
death," he said."Our thoughts are with his family, 
whose pain we cannot imagine. I offer them my 
heartfelt condolences on behalf of all of us at 
Swiss."Swiss said in a statement that "out of respect 
for the loved ones, we will not provide detailed 
information about our employee or the cause of 
death."After the plane made an emergency landing, 
one cabin crew member was flown by helicopter to a 
hospital in Graz and taken into intensive care.Another 
cabin crew member was also taken to hospital.

All passengers were evacuated and 12 received medical 
attention. Swiss on Tuesday said that all passengers 
who were admitted to hospital had since been able to 
leave.Chief operating officer Oliver Buchhofer 
thanked the local emergency services in Graz who had 
helped passengers and crew.This is the saddest of days 
for us all," he said."Losing our colleague and fellow 
member of our Swiss team leaves me distraught and 
dismayed."He said Swiss would work "with the 
relevant authorities, to determine the causes 
involved."Swiss said the focus of its investigation was 
on the mechanical parts of the aircraft, such as the 
engine, but also on the use of protective breathing 
equipment for the cabin crew.

Jimmy Carter's State 
Funeral To Be Held On 
January 9 in Washington DC

Seoul. North Korean leader Kim Jong Un pledged to 
solidify the country's comprehensive strategic 
partnership with Russia in his letter to President 
Vladimir Putin on Monday, state media KCNA 
reported on Tuesday.In the message, Kim sent New 
Year greetings to Putin and all Russians, including 
their troops and expressed his willingness to 
further step up bilateral ties, which he said the two 
leaders have elevated to a new height this year, 
through new projects, KCNA said.

Kim "wished that the New Year 2025 would be 
recorded as the first year of victory in the 21st 
century when the Russian army and people would 
defeat neo-Nazism and achieve a great victory," 
KCNA said.Kim and Putin signed a mutual defence 
treaty at a summit in June, which calls for each side 
to come to the other's aid in case of an armed attack.

North Korea has since dispatched tens of thousands 
of troops to Russia to support its war against 
Ukraine, and Seoul and Washington said that more 
than a thousand of them have been killed or 
wounded.

Washington, United States.Former US President 
Jimmy Carter's official state funeral will be held on 
January 9 in Washington DC, the same day as a 
national day of mourning announced by President Joe 
Biden on Sunday. Biden is expected to deliver a 
eulogy for the former President, and on Monday he 
ordered federal offices closed on January 9 "as a mark 
of respect" for Mr Carter.The Supreme Court 
followed suit on Monday noon, announcing it would 
also be closed on January 9 in recognition of the day 
of mourning.

Mr Carter passed away on Sunday (local time) at the age 
of 100.Services honouring Mr Carter will begin on 
January 4 and include a brief pause at his boyhood 
home and the family farm in Plains, Georgia, where 
he grew up, and a stop at the Georgia State Capitol for 
a moment of silence.

Mr Carter will lie in repose at the Carter Presidential 
Center in Atlanta until January 7 for mourners to pay 
their respects, before departing for Washington, DC, 
where his remains will be carried to the US Navy 
Memorial and then to the US Capitol in a funeral 
procession.Upon arrival at the Capitol, members of 
Congress will pay their respects to the late President 
during an afternoon service on January 7. He will lie 
in state until January 9. The state funeral will be held 
at the National Cathedral at 10 a.m. that day.

In a letter on Monday, Congressional leaders from both 
parties notified Mr Carter's son James Carter III and 
the Carter Center of their intent for the late President 
to lie in state at the Capitol from January 7-9.

"In recognition of President Carter's long and 
distinguished service to the nation, it is our intention 
to ask the United States House of Representatives and 
the United States Senate to permit his remains lie in 
state in the Rotunda of the United States Capitol," the 
lawmakers said in a joint statement.With your 
approval, we will move forward with these 
arrangements so that the American people have the 
opportunity to pay their respects to President Carter 
before he is laid to rest," they added.

In a statement on Truth Social on Sunday, US President-
elect Donald Trump also paid tribute to Mr Carter, 
writing that "the challenges Jimmy faced as President 
came at a pivotal time for our country and he did 
everything in his power to improve the lives of all 
Americans".

Police said that one of  the 
intended targets, used a woman 
as a shied. The woman ended up 
shot in the stomach while the 
person who grabbed her went 
unscathed.

JK Rowling has once 
again stirred 
controversy with her 
remarks on 
transgender issues

Swiss Cabin Crew Member 
Dies After Smoke Forced 
Emergency Landing In Graz

Kim Jong Un Vows To 
Further Solidify Russia Ties 
In Letter To Putin

South Korean court issues arrest 
warrant for impeached president Yoon
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EDITORIAL 6

ground reality, which has serious implications DOMESTIC migration is slowing in India, 
such as labour shortage and higher production according to a working paper released recently by 
costs.the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime 

Minister. The total number of migrants in the Every state needs horses for courses to spur 
country has dropped by 11.78 per cent as compared economic growth, and migrants come in handy 
to the 2011 Census figure. This indicates that fewer when locals are reluctant to do unskilled work 
people are travelling to other states in search of jobs in particular. However, initiatives such as the 
as they are preferring to work in their own district Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
or state. This trend is being attributed to improved Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) and the 
economic avenues and infrastructure in areas from Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana have 
where high migration has traditionally been taking changed the demographic dynamics. It was 
place. MGNREGS that helped millions of workers 

stay afloat after they trudged back to their West Bengal and Rajasthan have emerged as the new 
villages during the Covid-induced lockdown in migrant destination hotspots, while Uttar Pradesh, 
2020. And this reverse migration has not turned Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh also figure 
out to be a mere aberration. Various states must among the top five. It is apparent that states such as 
take this shift into consideration while framing Punjab and Haryana — which have high stakes in 
or reviewing policies. The priority should be to the agricultural and industrial sectors — are not so 
maximise economic gains while ensuring attractive to migrants. This is partly due to tensions 

live and work in states where they might face hostility and 
social harmony.between locals and ‘outsiders’. Migrants would rather not 

discrimination. Policymakers need to understand the 

Black swans that have 

shaken West Asia
Syrian crisis gives Islamic State a window of opportunity

awake. We shall prevail. We shall overcome.” came out wrong in the over-the-top statement that he it did achieve. It was a fair point.The criticism worth I first met Manmohan Singh in 1981. As a reporter for 
made to George W Bush at a lunch in Delhi’s Taj recalling was by Ashok V Desai, a contemporary and Business Standard in Delhi, I had accompanied my As though to balance things out, Dr Singh got more 
Palace hotel, when he told the visiting US President friend of Dr Singh’s at Cambridge. As a sharp and bureau chief to meet the member-secretary of the criticism than he perhaps deserved for some of the 
that all of India loved him, or words to that effect. acerbic columnist at Business Standard, Desai wrote Planning Commission. They were old friends, and as things that happened under his prime ministership. 

in 1995 or thereabouts that Dr Singh was personally we sat on the sofa in the expansive office, my boss He had been dealt a very difficult hand: A rickety He did the same with Michel Camdessus, the IMF 
honest but tolerated corrupt people around him. Dr noticed that the leather upper of Dr Singh’s well- coalition government in which every partner did managing director who had sanctioned the life-
Singh called me to protest, asking how he could polished shoe had a tear at the crease. Why don’t you what it wanted, a government hamstrung by the need saving loan in 1991. Later, at a dinner in Delhi when 
defend himself against such criticism. I told him that get new shoes, my bureau chief asked in friendly for support from obstructive Communists, a Cabinet Camdessus had come visiting, Dr Singh was 
the author was his friend and I would get Desai to banter. Dr Singh’s response was that with the savings in which many ministers owed their loyalty to Sonia typically effusive in praise, referring to his guest (if 
speak to him. Many years passed before Desai told from his last UN assignment, he had built a house for Gandhi, not to the PM, and Mrs Gandhi herself who memory serves me right) as Sir. Perhaps this was just 

me that Dr Singh had finally forgiven him. But himself. Now he needed to save for getting his kept some of the reins in her hand and 
the fact is that Desai had put his finger on the daughters married.Shortly afterwards, I visited created a dyarchy. Dr Singh was in office, 
spot.another member of the Commission at his home. The but not really in power or in full control.

distinguished scientist apologised for not being able Still, the free air that we breathed found reflection In the end, what remains with you are his 
to offer me a cup of tea. Sugar has become so in how people spoke at an event in Vigyan personal qualities. The transparent integrity 
expensive, he explained.Such were the times, when Bhavan for releasing a festschrift in Dr Singh’s and sense of public purpose, the decency 
people even at the apex of the government lived honour, co-edited by Isher Judge Ahluwalia and and courtesy that marked every meeting, the 
modest lives on modest salaries in an economy Dr Singh’s tutor at Oxford, Ian Little. Ahluwalia depth of understanding and wisdom that he 
known globally for poverty and domestically for had asked me to be one of the speakers at the displayed in every encounter, the occasional 
shortages and controls of every kind. And such was event, and while I said what I wanted to say, I chuckle that showed his ability to laugh 
the economy that Dr Singh released from controls in lightened my critical comments with humour. even in trying times. What remains also is 
1991. Producers now chase consumers, as they Not so Raghuram Rajan, then adviser to the PM the obvious regard in which he was held by 
should.In truth, Dr Singh got more than his fair share while still teaching at Chicago, who delivered leaders of stature such as former Singapore 
of credit for what was done in 1991. As he himself some pretty heavy-duty criticism. I can think of PM Lee Kuan Yew.And he could say a lot 
once said in an interview, it was a team effort, and no other government under which an event to with a few words. Back in 1996, when I 
everyone — from the mostly unsung PV Narasimha honour the PM would see speakers criticising mentioned that the Rao government would 
Rao to his principal secretary AN Verma and others in his government to his face and then joining him not be highlighting economic reforms in its 
the industry and commerce ministries — played their an Indian mannerism. But, sitting there, I felt that no at dinner! Such was the freedom of the times.It has election manifesto, he paused for a moment before 
roles, including Yashwant Sinha, who as Finance finance minister of India should be addressing an been my good fortune as a journalist to have been asking: “What else is there to talk about?”
Minister under Chandra Shekhar did the fire-fighting IMF executive in that manner. able to interact with Dr Singh as often as I did over 35 Commentators have referred to Dr Singh’s humility. 
to stave off bankruptcy until the Rao government was years, enjoying his warmth and courtesy, leaving When faced with criticism, he was all grace, never Yes, he had a humble manner that came naturally, but 
sworn in. But there can be little doubt that the critical every meeting with fresh awareness of his wisdom referring to it in personal meetings or during I have long suspected that in his own estimation he 
event signalling a new era for India was Dr Singh’s and, for all the criticism that I directed at him and his interviews. When releasing the first book published stood taller than those around him — with good 
1991 Budget in which he quoted Victor Hugo to say government, always having the greatest respect for a by the newspaper’s short-lived books division, he reason. If it was so, he had the good sense to keep this 
that no power on earth could stop an idea whose time truly great son of India. His passing has been for me a said that he understood the criticism for what his self-assessment well hidden. In fact, he was a shrewd 
has come, and ended with the ringing words, “Let the more saddening event than that of any other public government failed to do, but added that the paper player of other people’s vanities, disarming them 
whole world hear it loud and clear. India is now figure.should at least give credit to the government for what with effusive praise — as I saw more than once. This 

Migration slowing

BLACK swans, says Nassim Nicholas Taleb in his 
classic 2007 book, are highly improbable events 
that have a high impact and where we cover our 
shock by concocting post-facto explanations. 
Applied to his native West Asia, the last 15 
months have seen the appearance of more than 
one black swan and the high impact of each is still 
working its way through the region's fault lines.

The massive terror attack launched by Hamas on 
October 7, 2023, was a black swan event that 
initially cracked the legend of Israel’s 
invincibility. The heavy loss of life and abduction 
of over 250 citizens inflicted a collective sense of 
trauma on the Jewish state, accompanied by a 
reckoning that retribution alone could restore its 
sense of security. That retribution has led to over 
45,000 dead Palestinians in Gaza, some 70 per 
cent of them women and children.

And yet, the bloodlust continues. Every day, day 
after day. Social media posts by Israeli soldiers, 
politicians and news anchors gloating over the 
orgy of death and destruction point to a stunning 
loss of humanity in people whose own sense of 
history should have made them more sensitive to 
the sheer injustice of collective punishment.

On the Arab street, October 7 was seen as a possible 
game-changer, an end to a debilitating status quo 
and a hope that the Iran-led Axis of Resistance 
would seize the opportunity and that Hezbollah 
and Hamas would inflict enough damage on 
Israel to bring it to the negotiating table. They 
clearly hadn't anticipated Israel’s willingness to 
u s e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  a n d  c o m p l e t e l y  
disproportionate force in the densely populated 
civilian areas of Gaza, nor its assassination of 
Hamas, Hezbollah leaders and even of Iran’s 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, nor the 
impotence of the international community to 
enforce a ceasefire.The killing of Ismail Haniyeh 
in an Iranian safe-house in Tehran, of Hassan 
Nasrallah in a basement in Beirut and the 
simultaneous detonation of thousands of pagers 
used by Hezbollah cadres were mini black swans 
in their own right. The fear of Israel’s defence and 
intelligence capabilities was restored and the lack 
of a damaging response from Iran dashed any 
wishful thinking that October 7 might lead to a 
Palestinian state.Israel's pursuit of retribution has 
been accompanied by a cavalier disregard of 
international humanitarian law. Judges at the 
International Criminal Court have issued arrest 
warrants against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and former Defence Minister Yoav 
Gallant for war crimes, including starvation, 
murder, targeting of civilians and persecution. 
The International Court of Justice has also held 
Israel’s continued occupation of Gaza, the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem to be completely illegal.

Israeli's strident defiance of these rulings has been 
matched by the Biden administration's staunch 
defence of its principal ally in West Asia even as 
Trump 2.0 threatens sanctions against these 
international organisations for their temerity in 
citing the rule of law. For many in the Global 
South, the West's contrasting reactions to 
Ukraine and Gaza mark a fitting requiem to the 
rules-based international orderThe improbable 
evisceration of Hezbollah and diminution of 
Iran's bluster has also had a high impact in Israel’s 
immediate neighbourhood. To Israel's north, 
Hezbollah often acted as a state within a state and 
the fading of its dark shadow opens the 
possibility of Lebanon becoming a more normal 
state, something that its beleaguered citizens 
have yearned for decades.

And, in Syria, the sudden weakening of Hezbollah 
and Iran created an equally improbable 
opportunity for Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS). The 
HTS moved out of its stronghold in Idlib, took the 
Aleppo, Hama, Homs and Damascus cities in 
barely a week and toppled the hated Assad 
dynasty that had ruled Syria with an iron fist for 
over five decades.The euphoria over the 
unexpected flight of Bashar al-Assad to Moscow 
among ordinary Syrians, however, is tempered 
by the unsavoury antecedents of Ahmed al-
Sharaa. The HTS leader was closely affiliated 
with al-Qaeda and there are legitimate questions 
about the extent to which his jihadi tendencies 
were merely a youthful indiscretion.

East scholar Shibley Telhami of Brookings, Syria pragmatic approach”. This is because some of theREGIME change in any country, achieved not through 
“surprised many by supporting UN Resolution 1441 Chechen, Balkan and Central Asian jihadists are stillparliamentary elections, introduces considerable 
demanding immediate Iraqi compliance with among the HTS’s rank and file. It is quite possibleinstability in the region. This is worrisome to its 
previous UN resolutions”. that ISIS “could seek to poach these militants andneighbours, like what happened in Bangladesh. It is 

bring them into their fold”.The Soufan Centre,more so in Syria, a classic example of “ungoverned Covertly, Syria helped the CIA deal with terrorists 
which has been mostly correct in the past in itsterritory” or “failed state”, as defined by American suspected to be involved in the 9/11 attacks. The 
assessments about the ISIS in that region, hasthink tank RAND in 2007.The characteristics of a Canadian Justice Dennis O’Connor Commission 
flagged some scenarios in its brief dated December“failed state” are low-level administrative report (2004-05) on the “extraordinary rendition” of 
18, 2024. It says: “The current environment in Syriapenetration into its territory, a lack of monopoly on Maher Arar, a Canadian citizen of Syrian origin, to 
is tailor-made for the Islamic State to exploit in anthe use of force by permitting illegal armed groups, Syria on the CIA’s initiative and his harsh 
effort to help facilitate its comeback and resurgence,the absence of effective controls on its land and sea interrogation and incarceration by Syrian agencies 
not just in the country but across the region”.borders, thus allowing influence by undesirable for one year is an example of covert intelligence 

foreign elements. Syria has been welcoming foreign cooperation between the two countries. Firstly, it says that ISIS attacks in Syria alone had
terrorists for years, much before the start of the “tripled from last year” to about 700 for 2024. TheAll these factors should be kept in mind while 
Syrian Civil War, which began in 2011. ISIS has also improved “in sophistication, increasedassessing the long-term stability of the new 

in lethality and become more dispersedFrom the 1960s, Syria allowed terrorists like Abu 
geographically”. Secondly, it would takeNidal, Nazar Mansur Hindawi and George 
advantage of the intra-coalition (anti-Assad)Habash to freely operate from its land. On 
fights between Turkey-backed SyrianDecember 18, 1985, Abu Nidal claimed to a 
National Army (SNA) and SyrianFrench paper, ‘Jeune Afrique’, that he was 
Democratic Forces (SDF), a Kurdish militiahelping French covert group Action Directe, 
backed by America.Basque separatist group ETA, Irish Republican 

Army and Baader-Meinhof gang. Abu Nidal was Soufan says the Kurds came under attack in
expelled from Syria only in 1987, under US Kobani and Manbij, aided by Turkish drones
pressure.Consequently, the Syrian government and other military assets. It adds that in
could not help other states, even if they wanted, northern Syria, a tenuous ceasefire between
in hostage rescue from their territory. The the SNA and the Kurds is holding on. There
Washington Post (July 18, 1986) reported Syrian are fears that the Kurds might lose Kobani, a
Vice-President Abdul Halim Khaddam “geographical ly  and symbolical ly
admitting to American and French leaders, with important” area. The SDF is also facing
whom he had good relations, that he could not major challenges in Deir ez-Zor, with Sunni
help rescue American and French hostages Arabs protesting against its rule in Raqqa
kidnapped by local extremists as “they were and Al-Hasakah.
being held in a region outside Syrian control”. In If Kurdish troops (SDF) are removed from

government under Ahmed al-Sharaa alias Abu 2005, Khaddam exiled himself to Paris due to guarding the prisons and detention centres, there is a
Mohammed al-Jolani, leader of Hayat Tahrir al-differences with Bashar al-Assad. strong possibility of the ISIS trying to strike, as it did
Sham (HTS). He was once the chief of ‘al-Nusra’, an Even with this inconstancy, Syria tried to take care of between January 20 and 30, 2022, at Al-Hasakah
al-Qaeda front. True, American officials are Western sensitivities while offering sanctuary to prison. This was a spectacular attack by the ISIS
expressing a new comfort level, as is evident from terrorists, as in the case of notorious mercenary after it lost territories in Syria in 2019. During this
the statements of US diplomats Barbara A Leaf and Carlos the Jackal (Ilich Ramírez Sánchez) by forcing attack, 200 to 300 ISIS fighters broke into the
Roger D Carstens on December 20, which has led to him to be inactive when Hungary expelled him in security ring of 9,000 SDF soldiers, supported by the
the scrapping of a $10-million reward for al-1985. However, it expelled him in 1991 when he US and UK’s air forces, and freed 400 prisoners
Sharaa’s arrest.Apart from the possibility of future showed signs of joining Iraq’s covert operations using suicide bombers and weapons. This fight had
clashes with Turkey over the Kurds, who are against America as Syria had opposed Saddam given a great propaganda edge to the ISIS.
supported by America, the new al-Sharaa Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait. Soufan predicts that it will be to the advantage of the
government must ensure that the Islamic State (ISIS) Syria’s alignment with American security policy ISIS if the US decides to withdraw its forces, as
does not make a comeback, not just in Syria but also continued during the post-9/11 period, although in announced by President-elect Donald Trump. In that
the entire region. There is a view that some that process it received considerable flak from case, the responsibility of propping up the al-Sharaa
hardliners within the HTS are not yet reconciled in human rights organisations. Diplomatically, Syria government will rest with Ankara. This view is
supporting the leadership’s “more moderate and openly opposed Saddam. To quote noted Middle endorsed by BBC’s Orla Guerin.

The al-Sharaa government must ensure that the ISIS does not make a comeback.

States should fine-tune policies accordingly

Editorial

He was a shrewd player of  other people’s vanities, disarming them with effusive praise

Dr Singh faced criticism with grace
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NEW DELHI. The year 2024 was full of forward for the sector. This includes the capital gain (STCG) and long-term 
surprises, and events that defined the approval of Micron Technology’s capital gain (LTCG) — on capital 
business and economic landscape of packaging unit and Kaynes Semicon’s assets. The LTCG is now uniformly 
India. While some of them turned out to chip unit in Gujarat.“The Nifty shows taxed at 12.5% for all classes of assets. 
be positive for the country, many others only modest upside potential, as it is Budget 2024 raised the STCG tax rate 
put the country’s economic resilience to now trading at 23xFY25 and 20.5x on sale of listed equity shares and 
test. We list out some of the defining FY26 consensus EPS, indicating equity-oriented mutual funds from 15% 
events of the year: modest upside potential in the next 12 to 20%. The Budget 2024 rationalised 

months. This implies that investors may holding periods of STCG and LTCG. Giant leap for semicon industry
face a period of lower-than-expected Unlisted financial and non-financial The government approved India’s first 
returns, as the broader market may have assets now require a 24-month holding semiconductor fabrication unit (fab) in 
already priced in some of the expected period to be considered long-Dholera, Gujarat. The project is a joint 
growth,” he said, adding the Nifty may term.Listed assets must be held for 12 venture between Tata Electronics and 
touch 26580 points sometime next months to qualify as LTCG. The P o w e r c h i p  S e m i c o n d u c t o r  
year.Since  the  advent  of  the  indexation benefit that investors used to Manufacturing Corp of TaiwanIt has 
low/discount broking spearheaded by get was removed in Budget. Earlier, approved two assembly, testing, 
Zerodha—the most  prof i tab le  some assets enjoyed LTCG tax of 20% marking, and packaging (ATMP) units 
brokerage for  the  pas t  many with indexation and 10% without — one in Assam and the other in 
years—full-service players have been indexation. The LTCG tax without Dholera.
losing market share and today discount indexation was effective July 23, 2024. An assembly and test (OSAT) facility is 
broker Groww is the largest with over Facing backlash, the Centre moved an being set up by CG Power and 
13. amendment to the Finance Bill, 2024, Industrial Solutions. This JV with 

to let taxpayers select either 12.5% 1 million active customers followed by J a p a n ’s  R e n e s a s  E l e c t r o n i c s  
LTCG tax without indexation or 20% Zerodha at 8.1 million, Angel One at Corporation and Thailand’s Stars 
rate with indexation for assets 7.New capital gain taxThe government Microelectronics is another major step 
purchased before July 23.raised capital gains taxes — short-term 

ITR filing deadline extended for 
belated/revised return. Check all details

NEW DELHI. The year 2024 saw both the stainless-steel railings at five elevated the metro successfully completed 
stations along the Pink Line to enhance the first twin tunnel breakthrough Delhi Metro Rail Corporation and the 

National Capital Region Transport safety.The year began on a high note for u n d e r  P h a s e - 4  
Corporation make remarkable strides in the DMRC with President Droupadi construction.Additionally, a 
advancing urban t ranspor ta t ion  Murmu taking a ride on a metro on Memorandum of Understanding 
infrastructure. February 7. On March 4, the Union was signed on August 21 between 

Whi le  the  DMRC achieved  key  Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister the DMRC and the NCRTC for an 
breakthroughs, including the first twin Narendra Modi approved two new integrated QR-ticketing system, 
tunnels under Phase-IV construction and corridors of Delhi Metro's Phase-IV allowing passengers to book QR 
the completion of an 865-metre project -- Inderlok - Indraprastha (12.377 code tickets for both Namo Bharat 
underground tunnel between Chhatarpur km) and Lajpat Nagar - Saket G Block and Delhi Metro on a single 
and Chhatarpur Mandir Station, the (8.385 km). platform.Further improving 
NCRTC opened two major sections, commuter convenience, the In an interview with PTI in July, DMRC 

government by launching the Beta signed crucial agreements, and was DMRC launched the multiple-journey Managing Director Vikas Kumar said 
Version of Delhi Metro Rail QR lauded by the German Ambassador who QR ticket system on September 12, which they are planning to employ the use of 
Codebased ticket.took a ride on its Namo Bharat train. simplified travel with a single QR code.artificial intelligence in its Phase-4 

The urban transporter also announced the Despite these advancements, the year was project for crowd management and On October 5, an underground tunnel 
introduction of international flight check-also marked by a tragic incident for the maintenance of trains in order to increase between Chhatarpur and Chhatarpur 
in facilities at the New Delhi and Shivaji DMRC.On February 8, a portion of the efficiency.The Delhi Metro, the Indian Mandir Station on the Tughlakabad-
Stadium metro stations on the Airport Gokulpuri Metro Station on the Pink Rai lway Cater ing  and Tour ism Aerocity corridor was completed.
Express Line on July 17.The metro Line, located in northeast Delhi, Corporation Limited, and the Centre For The longest underground tunnel of 2.65 km 
achieved a major construction milestone collapsed, resulting in the death of a 53- Railway Information Systems joined between the Tughlakabad Airforce 
in Phase 4 with the completion of an 865-year-old man and injuries to four hands on July 10 to revolutionise the Launching shaft and Maa Anandmayee 
metre underground tunnel between others.In response, the DMRC carried out seamless travel experience of the main Marg on the Tughlakabad-Aerocity 
Chhatarpur and Chhatarpur Mandir a thorough inspection and took corrective line railway and metro passengers in the corridor of Phase-IV was completed on 
Station on the Tughlakabad-Aerocity measures that included the removal of Delhi-NCR area.The idea was to promote December 4.
corridor on August 21.On September 18, concrete structures and installation of the 'One India One Ticket' initiative of the 

DMRC, NCRTC get record ridership, give 
driving training to women in 2024

India to focus on quality, maintenance of  national 
highways in 2025 after record construction

such as Delhi-Jaipur (NH-48) and HSC in the country.
Amritsar-Jamnagar Economic corridor on The ministry is also likely to issue bids in a 
social media, the ministry is set to take transparent manner for multi-party 
steps to improve the quality.Union Road interoperable system for barrier-free toll 
Transport and Highways Minister Nitin collection system based on satellite 
Gadkari has repeatedly expressed navigation technology.Union Minister 
frustration over poor quality of of Ports, Shipping and Waterways 
construction of some highways. Sarbananda Sonowal told PTI that 2024 

To enhance accountability and assess the has been significant so far as the 
quality of construction and maintenance shipping industry is concerned. "Of Rs 
of National Highways, the state-owned 80 trillion investment projected in the 

in 2025.The ministry is also likely to push National Highways Authority of India maritime sector in the next 25 years in 
a corridor-based highway infrastructure (NHAI) earlier this month introduced a Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047, Rs 54 
development approach focusing on comprehensive rating system for trillion is estimated in enhancing India's 
ensuring consistent standards, user NEW DELHI. After constructing a record per formance  assessment  of  the  ship ownership, ship-building and ship 
convenience and logistics efficiency, as 56,700 km of National Highways (NHs) concessionaires engaged in such works. registration ecosystem," Sonowal said.
compared to the earlier project-based in the country in the last 10 years, the Road A detailed methodology for rating the He further said steps required to be taken to 
development approach, focused on Transport and Highways Ministry will concessioners has been formulated by boost the Indian shipping industry include 
addressing stretches of local congestion.shift focus on the quality of construction NHAI under which concessioners will be granting infrastructure status to ships 

and maintenance of NHs in 2025. This corridor approach has already led to the evaluated every six months and ratings under DEA's harmonised master list, and 
identification of a network of 50,000 km The Ministry of Road Transport & will be uploaded on the NHAI website and bringing vessels within the ambit of the 
of high-speed highway corridors through Highways (MoRTH) is primarily its social media handles.In 2025, the SARFAESI Act, allowing creditors to 
a scientific transport study based on responsible for the development, NHAI is aiming to set new benchmarks in leverage the Act's mechanisms for 
GSTN and toll data to support India's operation and maintenance of NHs. Since quality construction and management of efficient recovery of dues.
transformation into a USD 30-plus trillion 2013-14, the length of NHs has increased National Highways and provide a safer, According to the minister, domestic 
economy by 2047.By the end of the from 0.91 lakh km to 1.46 lakh km. smoother, and seamless travel experience shipyards such as Cochin Shipyard Ltd, 
ongoing fiscal year, the ministry is aiming New Highways Secretary V Umashankar to National Highway users.Construction L&T Shipyard, Swan Energy (Pipavav 
to increase the length of operational high has held several meetings to step up the of the much delayed Delhi-Mumbai Shipyard), Chowgule Shipyard, and Shoft 
speed corridors (HSC) to 4,827 km.quality of national highway construction E x p r e s s w a y,  D e l h i - D e h r a d u n  Shipyard are in talks with global players to 

Till December 2024, the ministry has been and its maintenance.Faced with criticism Expressway, and Bengaluru-Chennai participate in ship-building and ship-
successful in operationalising 4,693 km of over the poor quality of certain highways, Expressway is also likely to be completed repair clusters.

NEW DELHI. New Delhi: The Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) has highlighted that while household 
debt in India has been on the rise over the past 
three years, it remains relatively low compared to 
other emerging market economies (EMEs).

It said, "At 42.9 per cent of GDP (at current market 
prices) in June 2024, India's household debt is 
relatively low compared to other EMEs, however, 
i t  has increased over the past  three 
years".According to the report, household debt 
stood at 42.9 per cent of GDP at current market 
prices in June 2024. 

construction activity during this period. The report 
underlined that the rise in household debt is 
primarily driven by an increase in the number of 
borrowers, rather than a rise in the average 
indebtedness per individual. Borrowing by 
individuals in the household sector accounted for 
91 per cent of the total household financial 
liabilities as of March 2024.The data revealed that 

individuals primarily borrow for three main 
purposes, consumption which includes personal 
loans, credit card debt, and loans for consumer 
durables.The other is Asset Creation, which 
includes Mortgage loans, vehicle loans, and two-
wheeler loans and the productive activities like 
Loans for  agr icul ture ,  business ,  and 
education.Interestingly, the report noted that 
nearly two-thirds of the loan portfolio belongs to 
borrowers with prime or higher credit quality.

The borrowing behavior varied across risk 
categories. Subprime borrowers largely took 
loans for consumption purposes, while super-
prime borrowers predominantly used debt for 
asset creation, especially for housing. The rise in 
per capita debt was particularly notable among 
super-prime borrowers, indicating their growing 
preference for using credit to invest in assets. 

In contrast, per capita debt levels among other risk 
categories have remained stable.From a financial 
stability perspective, the RBI found the trend 
encouraging. The increase in debt among highly 
rated borrowers. 

Bengaluru  UK-based pharmaceutical giant 
AstraZeneca has announced plans to restructure its 
biopharma unit to concentrate on next-generation 
therapeutics. “In the Biopharmaceutical Business 
Unit, we are now furthering these efforts to deliver 
the next generation of therapeutics in our pipeline, 
focusing on specialists, science, and innovation, 
while improving access to our existing portfolio in 
specialist disease areas we are present in. This has led 
to a strategic restructuring of our biopharmaceutical 
team impacting certain roles,” a company 
spokesperson told Business Standard in an email 
query. This decision follows reports of layoffs 
affecting over 125 employees within the unit. 
Reports suggest that about 20 senior managers and 
nearly 110 executives have been sacked from various 
levels in the sales department. “Our aspiration to be 
pioneers in science has increased our focus on 
specialist disease areas where we can make the most 
meaningful difference in helping people with cancer, 
other chronic and rare diseases,” the company 
spokesperson said. AstraZeneca stated that it is 
committed to transforming patient outcomes in the 
country. Its global portfolio includes over 20 novel 
therapies spanning various disease areas, including 
lung cancer, breast cancer, gastrointestinal cancer, 
heart failure, diabetes, respiratory syncytial virus 
(RSV), severe asthma, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD), and neurofibromatosis 
type 1 (NF1). “We are creating the next generation of 
therapeutics.spokesperson said.

Indian Household Debt Rising 
But Relatively Low Compared 
To Other Emerging Markets: 

RBI Report
NEW DELHI.The Central Board Filing a corrected ITR 

ensures compliance with tax of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has 
extended the deadline for resident regulations and can help 
individuals to file their belated or avoid penalties or additional 
revised Income Tax Returns (ITR) scrutiny.Despite repeated 
for the Assessment Year (AY) efforts to encourage tax 
2024-25.The original deadline of compliance, a small portion 
December 31, 2024, has now been of India’s population files 
pushed to January 15, 2025. This income tax returns. Minister 
extension gives taxpayers an of State for Finance Pankaj 
additional two weeks to complete Chaudhary recently revealed 
or revise their filings. in Parliament that only 

The CBDT shared this update via an 6.68% of India’s population 
taxpayers  who need to  make announcement on X, and said, “CBDT filed ITRs in the fiscal year 2023-24.“In 
corrections to previously filed returns extends the last date for furnishing FY 2023-24, the percentage of 
an extended window to submit their Belated/ Revised return of income for population that filed Income Tax 
revised filings.Under current rules, AY 2024-25 in the case of Resident Return is 6.68%. The total number of 
taxpayers filing belated returns must Individuals from December 31, 2024 to persons filing income tax returns is 
pay a late fee. If the taxable income is January 15, 2025.” The change has 8,09,03,315,” he informed the Rajya 
below Rs 5 lakh, the fee is Rs 1,000. For been made using the board’s powers Sabha on December 17.The new 
those with taxable income above Rs 5 under section 119 of the Income-tax deadline aims to provide relief to 
lakh, the late fee increases to Rs 5,000.Act, 1961.This extension applies to taxpayers who may have faced 

Taxpayers often make errors or omissions two specific cases. Firstly, it benefits difficulties meeting the December 31 
when filing their ITR, such as missing individuals who missed the initial deadline. It also ensures that those 
income details or claiming incorrect deadline of July 31, 2024, to file their needing to correct or update their 
deductions. A revised return allows ITR and had until December 31 to file a returns have sufficient time to do so 
individuals to rectify these mistakes. belated return. Secondly, it allows without unnecessary haste.

Indian Share Market Opens 
Lower, Prepares To Move 
Into New Year With Caution
Mumbai. The domestic benchmark indices opened 

lower on Tuesday as selling was seen in IT, realty, 
auto, financial service, FMCG, media and private 
bank sectors on Nifty. At around 9:25 am, Sensex was 
trading at 77,813.49 after declining 434.64 points or 
0.56 per cent, while the Nifty was trading at 23,536 
after declining 108.90 points or 0.46 per cent.

The market trend remained mixed. On the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE), 1,096 stocks were trading in 
green, while 1,040 stocks were in red. According to 
market experts, "December has been weak for equity 
markets globally. S&P 500 is down by 2.34 per cent 
and Nifty is down by 2.6 per cent.”"Markets are 
preparing to move into the New Year with caution 
since uncertainty is high and valuations are 
stretched," they noted. Nifty Bank was down 191.50 
points or 0.38 per cent at 50,761.25. Nifty Midcap 
100 index was trading at 56,944.80 after dropping 
244.95 points or 0.43 per cent. Nifty Smallcap 100 
index was at 18,618.95 after dropping 21 points or 

0.11 per cent.On the sectoral front, buying was seen in 
the PSU Bank, Pharma, Metal, Energy, Commodities, 
PSE and Healthcare sector. In the Sensex pack, Tech 
Mahindra, HCL Tech, TCS, Infosys, Zomato and 
NTPC were the top losers. Whereas, Tata Motors, 
ITC, Tata Steel, SBI, Kotak Mahindra Bank and 
Nestle India were the top gainers.

NEW DELHI. The Income Tax Department has 
denied a TNIE report that said the tax department 
will be tapping Digi Yatra data to go after 
evaders.Responding to the report, the department 
said in a social media post that as on date, there is 
no such move by the income tax department.“It is 
seen that news articles have appeared stating that 
Digiyatra data will be used to crack down on tax 
evaders. In this connection, it is clarified that as on 
date there is no such move by the Income Tax 
department,” said the department on social media 
platform X.

TNIE had reported citing unnamed sources that 
Income tax department has collected the entire 
passenger data on Digiyatra app, and the same is 
being reconciled with income tax filings. The 
report further stated that the tax department might 
be issuing notices in 2025 based on analysing the 
Digiyatra data.Earlier, responding to the report 
Digi Yatra has also termed it as ‘false’ and said that 
Digi Yatra prioritizes data security and privacy.

“The app follows the Self-Sovereign Identity (SSI) 
model, where Personally Identifiable Information 
(PII) and travel credentials are stored exclusively 
on the user’s device, not on any central repository. 
If the app is uninstalled, the data is deleted 
entirely. Additionally, airport systems purge data 
within 24 hours of flight departure,” it said in an 
email response.It further said: “As part of our 
commitment to privacy, safety, and security, we 
do not store any personal data. While this limits 
our ability to provide customized or personalized 
services like other brands, it ensures maximum 
user privacy. Our d-KYC (Don’t Know Your 
Customer)  campaign underscores this  
commitment, clearly communicating that we 
don’t collect or retain user information. There is 
no mechanism for data sharing with third parties, 
and no MoU exists between Digi Yatra 
Foundation and the Income Tax Department.”

Income Tax department 
denies report on using 
DigiYatra data to go after 
evaders

In 2025, the NHAI is aiming to 
set new benchmarks in quality 
construction and management 
of  National Highways and 
provide a safer, smoother, and 
seamless travel experience to 
National Highway users.

Discount broking is the future: HDFC Sec MD

Focus on next-gen 
therapeutics, AstraZeneca 
to restructure biopharma 
unit

New Delhi, Wednesday, 1 January 2025 THE SIKH TIMES
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ZBorder-Gavaskar Trophy: Australian 
coach Andrew McDonald has 
defended the role of  out-of-form all-
rounder Mitchell Marsh in the team 
ahead of  the fifth and final Test 
against India.

NEWS BOX

Appeals Committee, and 
UEFA's Second Instance 
Licensing Committee of the 
Spanish Football Federation.

O lmo ,  who  p l ayed  fo r  
Barcelona's youth academy 
before leaving for Dinamo 

New Delhi Barcelona have lost another Zagreb at 16, has scored six 
appeal to register Spanish forward Dani goals in 15 appearances for 
Olmo for the remainder of the season-just the club this season. He was 
one day before the deadline.The club instrumental in helping Spain 
signed Olmo in August for approximately w i n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  
€55 million ($57.22 million). However, Championship during the 
due to their inability to meet La Liga's summer.
wage cap, the attacking midfielder was Barcelona now faces a race 
registered only for the first half of the against time to find an 
season.Barcelona managed to register al ternative solution to 
Olmo initially by reallocating wages from Liga, the precautionary registration of Olmo register Olmo before January 1, or he risks 
long-term injured players, which allowed was rejected because none of the necessary becoming a free agent. Reports suggest 
them to fit the 26-year-old, along with conditions for such a measure were met. La Premier League clubs are already 
forward Pau V-ctor, into their budget. Liga also emphasized that its Delegate expressing interest.
However, the four-month allowance for this Commission has full authority to approve Spanish media has reported that the club plans 
arrangement is set to expire at the end of the budgeting rules, which no club, including to sell VIP boxes at its Camp Nou stadium, 
month.On Friday, Barcelona's request to Barcelona, has previously contested. potentially generating over €100 million, 
provisionally register Olmo was denied by The league further clarified that the decision though this move would require La Liga's 
the Commercial Court Number 10. The not to register Olmo was made initially by its approval.Hansi Flick's Barcelona currently 
ruling was upheld on Monday by the Court Budget Validation Body and later confirmed sits third in La Liga, three points behind 
of First Instance Number 47.ccording to La by its Financial Fair Play Committee, Social leaders Atlético Madrid.

important. We’ll assess what the team looks Melbourne. Australia head coach Andrew 
like in Sydney based on the surface, as we McDonald remained optimistic that 
always do,” McDonald said on 31 Mitchell Starc would be available for the 
Decemberfinal Test of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy in 

S y d n e y .  H o w e v e r ,  M c D o n a l d  “Any time you get through the game, it’s 
acknowledged that Starc was managing a always a good indicator that you’re a 
niggle and that a decision would be made chance for the next one. It didn’t stop him,” 
closer to the New Year’s Test, which begins he added.
on 3 January. AUS vs IND, 4TH TEST: “There was clearly a bit of discomfort early in 
FULL SCORECARD his spells, but once he warmed up, he 

Mitchell Starc dealt with an upper-body seemed relatively free. His ball speeds were 
concern throughout the five-day Melbourne good.“I think the morning session, when 
Test match. The issue first became apparent we bowled over 20 overs, was probably as 
on Day 3 when Starc was seen clutching his good as we’ve delivered.”Australia added 
back during spells and left the field at the Sean Abbott and Jhye Richardson to their 
close of play. Despite the discomfort, Starc Test squad as back-ups before the fourth 
pushed through the niggle, bowling at full match in Sydney. Both are expected to be 
pace on the final day to help Australia available for the final Test despite their Big 
defend a target of 330 and secure victory in Bash League commitments.Australia will 
the Boxing Day Test.Starc consistently aim to regain the Border-Gavaskar Trophy session, conceding the series lead to the 
bowled at speeds of around 140 km/h and for the first time since 2014. They need hosts.“Clearly, Starc is carrying something 
claimed the crucial wicket of Virat Kohli nothing less than a win in Sydney to reclaim of some description. We’ll assess that. But 
before lunch on Day 5. He managed to bowl the trophy. If the series ends in a draw, India other than that, it looks as though we got 
16 overs in the final innings of a closely will retain the trophy and head home as through pretty well unscathed. However, it’s 
contested Test that swung back and forth holders.a short turnaround, and recovery is 
until India lost seven wickets in the last 

Mitchell Starc to miss Sydney Test 
Australia head coach gives injury update

New Delhi. Former Indian cricketer Navjot 
Singh Sidhu slammed Travis Head's 
celebration after dismissing Rishabh Pant, 
calling it an insult to 1.5 billion Indians 
and demanding "stringent punishment" to 
prevent similar acts on the cricket field in 
the future.

The incident took place during the final 
session of Day 5 of the Boxing Day Test 
when Head dismissed Pant, who had 
scored a brisk 30. Head's peculiar 
celebration—pointing one finger into a 
circularly shaped hand—left fans and 
commentators puzzled. Although 
Channel 7's James Brayshaw and Pat 
Cummins later clarified that the gesture 
symbolised "putting his finger on 
ice"."Travis head’s obnoxious behaviour 
during the course of the Melbourne test 
doesn’t auger well for the gentleman’s 
game...... sets the worst possible example 
when there are kids, women, young & old 

watching the game....... this caustic 
conduct did not insult an individual but a 
nation of 1.5 billion Indians......stringent 
punishment that would serve a deterrent 
for the future generations needs to be 
slapped on him so that no one dares follow 
suit !!!" Sidhu wrote on X.Channel 7's 
James Brayshaw offered some clarity. 
"Now, great people in the back have said 
after he took 4-10 within 17 balls in Sri 
Lanka in 2022 he was quoted as saying, 'I 
had to put the digit on ice'," Brayshaw 
said. "So that was the celebration. He said 
'I just got him, and I'm putting it back on 
ice'."Australia captain Pat Cummins 
provided an explanation for Head's 
celebration. "I can explain that. His finger 
is so hot, that he is going to put it in a cup 
of ice. Yes, that’s what it is. That’s 
normally the running joke. Was it at the 
Gabba or somewhere.

only Kim Hughes' 10.12 during the 1984- Complicating the selection 
85 season. Marsh's contribution with the dilemma is the potential 
ball has also been minimal, apart from a unavailability of paceman 
couple of early wickets in Perth. Mitchell Starc, who may miss 
Speculation about Marsh's fitness has the Sydney Test due to injury. 
circulated, but McDonald dismissed This could deter selectors from 
concerns of an injury, attributing Marsh's making multiple changes to a 
limited bowling involvement to tactical team fresh off a victory in 
decisions.We haven't required him with M e l b o u r n e . M c D o n a l d  
the ball as often as what we would have a c k n o w l e d g e d  M a r s h ' s  
thought. He bowled again today. His struggles but noted his positive 
speeds are up in the high 120s. There are attitude within the camp. New Delhi Australian coach Andrew 
no injury concerns there," McDonald said " Wo u l d  h e  l i k e  b e t t e r  McDonald has defended all-rounder 
during a media interaction on Monday."I performances? Of course," Mitchell Marsh despite mounting criticism 
think to sort of head that down that angle is McDonald said. "But he's in a and widespread calls to drop him from the 
a little bit unfair. We just haven't required good headspace after the win in playing XI for the fifth and final Test in 
him at certain times for whatever reason, Melbourne."Sydney. Marsh has endured a dismal run in 
so that's more a tactical implementation, Should Marsh be dropped, all-the ongoing Border-Gavaskar series, 
as opposed to a body. "I think the amount missed the series due to back issues. rounder Beau Webster is on averaging just 10.42 with the bat and 
of overs that we've been bowling across the However, with Green unavailable, Marsh's standby for a potential Test debut. Captain managing only one double-digit score across 
series is probably going to be a benefit to us." poor form has led to growing arguments for Pat Cummins is expected to confirm the final seven innings.This marks the second-lowest 

his exclusion, especially as Australia seeks to Marsh's inclusion in the Test team came as a XI either on Thursday or at the toss on batting average by an Australian in a home 
maintain their 2-1 series lead.replacement for Cameron Green, who Friday.Test series (minimum seven innings), behind 

New Delhi.  

with honesty"It is also my fault," Amorim 
added. "The team is not improving. It is a 
little lost at the moment, and it is 
embarrassing to be Manchester United's 
coach and lose so many games. I think 
people are tired of excuses at this club. This 
club needs a shock.

"When you're in situations like this, especially 
at big clubs, it's very hard to turn things 
around, particularly when there's little time 
to train on the basics and manage difficult 
moments. We have to acknowledge our 
position. In this league, anyone can beat 
anyone."Former Manchester United 
defender Gary Neville shared his post-match 
thoughts, expressing little optimism but 
acknowledging that Amorim is at least 
gaining insight into the players he has 
inherited."United have gone backwards, but 

Manchester United manager hopefully that's backwards to go forwards," "relegation form," a sentiment Amorim the season.Speaking after the game, Ruben Ruben Amorim admitted that the Premier Neville said. "There are very slim pickings in echoed. Amorim admitted it is "really clear" that 
League club must acknowledge they are in a terms of positives from these first few weeks. Manchester United are in a relegation battle. The coach made this candid admission after relegation battle, despite the embarrassment Maybe the most positive thing is that He described the situation as "a bit watching his side outplayed at home by 
of being in such a situation. The Red Devils Amorim is seeing these players for what they embarrassing" during his post-match press Newcastle. Amorim has become the first 
suffered a 2-0 defeat to Newcastle at Old really are. We're not getting a 'bounce' that conference but took responsibility for the United manager since Louis van Gaal in 
Trafford on Monday night, marking their might have made him think they are better team's struggles.When asked whether his 2015 to oversee three consecutive Premier 

than they actually are.fifth loss in six Premier League matches. team is in a relegation fight, Amorim told League defeats. Although United have 
"He knew this was a big job, but it's turning out Sky Sports: "That is really clear, and we have This latest disappointing result leaves United remained in the top flight since their 

to be a massive one. He's realizing that now to fight. This is a really difficult moment-one 14th in the table, just seven points above the promotion to the old First Division in 1975, 
while he's still in a position of power and of the most difficult in the history of relegation zone. Liverpool legend Jamie they now sit precariously just seven points 
strength."Manchester United-and we need to address it Carragher described their recent form as above the relegation zone halfway through 

Australia coach defends Mitchell Marsh 
amid widespread calls to drop all-rounder

Manchester United face clear threat of  
relegation, admits Amorim after another loss

Barcelona lose another appeal to 
register Dani Olmo before deadline

New Delhi. Pat Cummins has come back to 
haunt India, yet again. With a smile on his 
face, faith in his heart and immaculate trust in 
his approach, Cummins has again shown why 
he is currently regarded as one of the best 
captains in international cricket. Cummins 
very well knows how to lead from the front 
and is skilled enough to bring forth his A-
game when the chips are down.

Last year, under Cummins, Australia defeated 
India in two world finals: the World Test 
Championship, followed by the ODI World 
Cup in front of a packed house at the Narendra 
Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad. On Monday, 
Cummins gave India another major jolt, 
pushing Rohit Sharma’s men on the brink of 
not qualifying for the WTC final to be held 
next year.Cummins stood tall as Australia 
beat India by 184 runs in the Boxing Day Test. 
Sam Konstas, Nitish Kumar Reddy, Yashasvi 
Jaiswal and Jasprit Bumrah hogged the 
headlines, but it was Cummins won the Player 
of the Match award. Cummins went about his 
business as elegantly as he always had. 

Cummins put his hands up in crisis and 
inspired Australia to a crucial 2-1 lead after 
initially going 0-1 down.

Pat Cummins sets the tone

With the series hanging in the balance after the 
drawn Gabba Test, the onus was on Cummins 
to put Australia back on top, and he did not let 
his team down. In the first innings at the MCG 
after the Aussies lost six wickets, Cummins 
joined hands with the stylish Steve Smith to 
build a priceless 112-run stand, also taking his 
team past the 400-run mark.Cummins made 
49 off 63 and was unlucky to not reach his 
fifty, but gave Australia the much-needed 
kick in their first innings. With the ball, 
Cummins gave the hosts the first  
breakthrough after dismissing Rohit Sharma, 
who might be terribly out of form, but is more 
than capable of taking quality bowling attacks 
to the cleaners.ummins also cleaned up KL 
Rahul, after which he got rid of Bumrah to 
finish with figures of 29-6-89-3.

Captain fantastic: Pat 
Cummins steps up to 

haunt India again

New Delhi.  Grand Slam champion Emma 
Raducanu has withdrawn from the Auckland 
Open due to a back injury, dealing a blow to 
her preparations for the Australian Open. 
The 22-year-old British tennis player was 
scheduled to face Robin Montgomery of the 
United States in the first round of the ASB 
Classic on Tuesday.However, Raducanu has 
decided to travel to Melbourne to continue 
her preparations for the Australian Open, 
which begins on January 12. Raducanu, a 
Grand Slam champion and sixth seed at the 
Auckland warm-up event, expressed her 
disappointment in a statement:I’ve tried my 
best to be ready. I love Auckland and the fans 
here, but unfortunately, I’ve picked up a back 
niggle and won’t be ready in time."Since her 
remarkable US Open victory in 2021, 
Raducanu has faced persistent injury 
setbacks. This year, she skipped five 
tournaments in the WTA's Asia swing after 
spraining ligaments in her foot. Additionally, 
she spent much of the previous season 
recovering from ankle and wrist surgeries.

The 22-year-old managed to play only three 
matches after the Seoul injury in September, 

all of which she won while representing 
Great Britain at the Billie Jean King Cup 
Finals. Despite this success, she heads into 
the Australian Open without any recent 
match practice.Last season, Raducanu 
encountered fewer injury issues but played 
only 10 matches after Wimbledon and 
missed the Miami Open in March due to 
another back problem.To address her fitness 
challenges, Raducanu has enlisted the help 
of renowned trainer Yutaka Nakamura, who 
has been working with her in Auckland.

"I just needed a more tailored approach and 
someone dedicated solely to me as an 
individual," Raducanu said earlier this 
month. "It’s already bringing a positive 
change. The integration between my fitness 
work and on-court training with [coach] 
Nick [Cavaday] is making a noticeable 
difference."Currently ranked 56th in the 
world, Raducanu will not be seeded at the 
Australian Open.

Travis Head's celebration 
insulted not just Pant but 

1.5 billion Indians: 
Navjot Sidhu

Emma Raducanu pulls 
out of Australian 

Open warmup with 
back niggle

Ruben Amorim admitted 

that it is "really clear" 

Manchester United are 

being drawn into a 

relegation battle following 

their 2-0 defeat to 

Newcastle at Old Trafford.

Barcelona have lost another appeal for the 

registration of  Dani Olmo for the rest of  the 

season on Monday, one day before the 

deadline to register the Spanish international.
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