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'Pre-determined exercise': Kharge, Rahul's
dissent at NHRC selection panel meet

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Dec 24: Leaders of Opposition

Mallikarjun Kharge and Rahul Gandhi had
recorded their dissent over the selection of
the chairperson and members of the National
Human Rights Commission on the grounds
that the process adopted was “fundamentally
flawed” and a “pre-determined” exercise that
ignored mutual consultation and consensus.
They had proposed the names of Justice
Rohinton Fali Nariman and Justice Kuttiyil
Mathew Joseph for the position of chairper-
son. However, former Supreme Court judge
V Ramasubramanian has been appointed as
the new chairperson of the NHRC. The post
of NHRC chairperson had been lying vacant
since Justice (retd) Arun Kumar Mishra com-
pleted his tenure on June 1. The meeting of
the Selection Committee for picking the
chairperson and members of the NHRC was
held on December 18 at the Parliament
House. The high-powered committee headed by the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, includes Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, Home Minister Amit Shah, Leader
of the Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi and
Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha

Mallikarjun Kharge as members. In their dissent
note, Kharge and Gandhi recorded their disagree-
ment on the grounds that the selection process adopt-

ed by the committee was fundamentally flawed. “It
was a pre-determined exercise that ignored the estab-
lished tradition of mutual consultation and consensus,
which is essential in such matters. This departure
undermines the principles of fairness and impartiali-
ty, which are critical to the credibility of the Selection

Committee,” their dissent note said. Instead of foster-
ing deliberation and ensuring a collective decision,
the committee relied on its numerical majority to

finalise the names, disregarding the legitimate
concerns and perspectives raised during the
meeting, Kharge and Gandhi said. They said
the NHRC is a vital statutory body tasked with
safeguarding the fundamental human rights of
all citizens, particularly those from the
oppressed and marginalised sections of society.
“We proposed the names of Justice Rohinton
Fali Nariman and Justice Kuttiyil Mathew
Joseph for the position of Chairperson, keeping
in mind both merit and the need for inclusivity.
“Justice Rohinton Fali Nariman, a distinguished
jurist from the minority Parsi community, is
renowned for his intellectual depth and unwa-
vering commitment to constitutional values.
His inclusion would send a strong message
about the NHRC's dedication to representing
India's pluralistic society,” they said. Similarly,

Justice Joseph, a former Supreme Court judge,
belonging to the minority Christian community, has
consistently delivered judgments that emphasise indi-
vidual freedoms and the protection of marginalised
groups, making him an ideal candidate for this critical
position, Kharge and Gandhi said.\ “Furthermore, for

Wrong to compare 5 PM voter turnout
data with final polling data: EC

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, Dec. 24: The Election Commission on

Tuesday asserted that there were no arbitrary addi-
tions or deletions of voters in Maharashtra
where assembly polls were held recently. In
its response to the Congress, the poll author-
ity also said it would not be correct to com-
pare 5 PM voter turnout data with final polling
data. The Congress had approached the poll
panel in November flagging various concerns
related to the Maharashtra assembly polls.
Coming out with a detailed note and frequent-
ly asked questions (FAQs), the poll authority
told the Congress that increase in voter
turnout from 5 PM to 11:45 PM was normal,
being part of the process of aggregation of
voter turnout. It said there can be bona fide
but inconsequential differences in votes
polled and votes counted. The EC asserted
that it is impossible to change actual voter
turnout as statutory Form 17C giving details
of voter turnout is available with authorised agents of
candidates at the time of close of poll at the polling sta-
tion itself. It said rule-based process was followed with

transparency in Maharashtra electoral roll prepara-
tion and there were no irregular pattern in voter dele-
tions in the state. It told the Congress that due
process was followed, including participation of

Congress representatives in preparation of electoral
rolls. The commission told the party that its complaint
of an average addition of 50,000 electors between July
and November in 50 assembly seats, out of which 47

have been won by the Mahayuti, is factually incorrect
and misleading. It said the fact is that only six assem-
bly constituencies had total additions of over 50,000
electors during the period. Hence the question of win-

ning in 47 seats on this basis does not arise. While
detailing the well laid out mechanism with suffi-
cient checks and balances and disclosures, the EC
emphasised that the watertight statutory scheme
ensures that deletion and addition of voters is done
strictly according to rules with fullest involvement
of political parties at every stage. It underlined that
there were no bulk deletions or unusual deletion
patterns of noticed across all assembly seats.
Deletions of an average of 2,779 electors per seat
happened on account of death or shifting and dupli-
cate entries after following due process, including
participation of party representatives. The
Commission also listed out nearly 60 instances of
proactive involvement of political parties or candi-
dates during the entire electoral process. The
Commission reiterated that political parties, being

key stakeholders, are involved scrupulously at each
and every stage of the election process from 'Roll to
Poll' (preparation of electoral rolls to completion of
poll process).

Shah emhasises use of biometrics
technology to identify unidentified bodies

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Dec. 24: Union Home

Minster Amit Shah on
Tuesday stressed the need for
using biometrics technology
to identify unidentified bodies
and unidentified "found per-
sons". Chairing a review meet-
ing on the implementation of
the three new criminal laws
with the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB)
here, Shah also emphasised
the use of technology in all
criminal investigation matters.
He said alerts should be gen-
erated for all the cases at pre-
defined stages and timelines
should be fixed -- from the reg-
istration to disposal of the
case -- for the benefit of victims and com-
plainants. Biometrics technology should
be adopted to identify unidentified bod-
ies and unidentified found persons, Shah
asserted. According to an official state-

ment, Shah said regular dispatch of
alerts to investigating officers as well as
senior officers as per pre-defined time-

lines will help expedite the process of
investigation. The meeting reviewed the
implementation and integration of Crime
and Criminal Tracking Network &
Systems (CCTNS) 2.0 and Inter-
Operable Criminal Justice System

(ICJS), the New Criminal Laws and
National Automated Fingerprint
Identification System (NAFIS), prisons,

courts, prosecution and foren-
sics with ICJS 2.0 at all India
level. During the discussion, the
home minister asked the NCRB
to facilitate the complete imple-
mentation of the new criminal
laws in the ICJS 2.0, the state-
ment said. He emphasised the
use of applications like
eSakshya, Nyaya Shruti, eSign
and eSummons in every state
and Union Territory. Shah said a
team of officers of the Ministry
of Home Affairs, NCRB should
visit the states and Union
Territories to increase the adop-
tion of technical projects and

assist them in all possible ways. He
emphasised regular interaction with sen-
ior police formations of states and Union
Territories to monitor the progress of
CCTNS and ICJS regularly and provide
impetus to the project.

Vajpayee’s legacy lives on as country marks his birth centenary 
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Dec 24: Delivering one of
his more famous speeches at BJP’s inaugu-
ral convention at Shivaji Park in Mumbai,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee predicted on
December 30, 1980 with his signature
flourish: ‘Andhera chhatega, suraj nikle-
ga, kamal khilega’ (darkness will end,
the Sun will rise, lotus will bloom). As
his birth centenary arrives, his words
have aged well, with BJP returning to
power for a third straight term at the
centre and lotus in full bloom. If Prime
Minister Narendra Modi made BJP’s
cultural agenda the centre of national
politics, Vajpayee helped the party occu-
py this centre when its cultural agenda
was considered an anathema. A states-
man politician and a peerless orator,
India’s first non-Congress prime minis-
ter to have served a full term commanded
respect and affection from across the polit-
ical aisle and stood tall with his innate dem-
ocratic spirit, honed through decades in

opposition, in a politics crowded with pow-
erful satraps. The three-time prime minis-
ter was the original builder of coalition pol-
itics at the national level, successfully run-
ning an alliance government for a full term
while navigating some of the biggest

national crises, including the plane hijack
in 1999 and the terror attack on Parliament
in 2001, both with direct links to Pakistan.
His government’s measured handling of
the two incidents drew criticism from some

quarters, including right wing organisa-
tions considered ideologically affiliated to
BJP but less than friendly to him for not
pushing their cultural and economic agen-
da, but his standing ensured that he faced
no political threat or popular backlash. And

even as he was still smarting from
the fall of his government by one
vote in the Lok Sabha in April
1999, his firm military and deft
diplomatic response to Pakistan’s
intrusion into Kargil as the head
of a caretaker government earned
him plaudits and powered the
BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance to a more stable majority,
ensuring him a full term at the
helm. Ashok Tandon, media
adviser to Vajpayee during his six-
year stint as PM, said besides

being an outstanding parliamentarian who
did his bit in “strengthening the roots of
parliamentary democracy” after entering
the Lok Sabha for the first time in 1957, he
brought “good governance” at the centre

of agenda as the head of government.
“Good governance was his landmark con-
tribution. He headed a diverse coalition of
parties and kept them together, while pur-
suing policies which helped the country in
every field,” he said, citing the launch of
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, PM Gramin Sadak
Yojna and the Golden Quadrilateral high-
way project under his stewardship. It was
his boost to reforms, disinvestment and
infra projects that made the idea of 7 to 8
per cent growth rate possible and his gov-
ernment legislated fiscal prudence
through the FRBM Act in 2003. However,
the fruits of reforms came a little too late
and this coupled with BJP’s political mis-
steps, especially in the crucial state of Uttar
Pradesh, and the Congress-led UPA’s har-
nessing of rural distress delivered a shock
defeat to Vajpayee in 2004 amid a decline in
his health. His public appearances were
limited, he campaigned last for his party in
the 2007 assembly polls in Uttar Pradesh
before slowly fading away from the public
eye as dementia hit him.

Jagdeep Dhankhar on
no-confidence motion: ‘Bypass
surgery with a vegetable knife’

ST Correspondent
New Delhi, Dec 24: Vice President of India and

Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankar on Tuesday
reacted to the now-dismissed 'no confidence' motion
against him, saying the opposition tried to perform
“bypass surgery” with a vegetable knife. A notice
against vice president and Rajya Sabha chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar was rejected by the deputy chair-
man of the Upper House, Harivansh, on several
grounds, including technical flaws on December 19.  A
notice against vice president and Rajya Sabha chair-
man Jagdeep Dhankhar was rejected by the deputy
chairman of the Upper House, Harivansh, on several

grounds, including technical flaws on December 19.
"Any Constitutional position has to be vindicated by
commitment to sublimity, sterling qualities, and
Constitutionalism. We are not in a position to settle
scores," he said at an event. Hyderabad police asks
Allu Arjun to appear! For more details & latest news,
read on here "Look at the notice against the Vice-
President. Chandrashekhar ji had said, never do
bypass surgery with a vegetable cutting knife... that
was not even a vegetable cutting knife. The person
who wrote my notice had rust on his knife! I was
stunned after reading it. But I am surprised that none
of you have read it," he added. Jagdeep Dhankhar also
commented on low productivity in the Parliament.
"Have you noticed any great debate in Parliament in
the last few decades? Have you noticed any great con-
tribution made on the floor of the House? We are in the
news for the wrong reason. We have learned to live
with order, which is only a disorder. However, account-
ability has to be enforced by the media because media
is the only conveyance to reach the people at large," he
added. At least 60 opposition members had signed the
notice for removal of Dhankhar from his post on
December 10, alleging that they did not have trust in
him and that he was "biased". 

Himachal govt to resolve
pending cases of employment

on compassionate grounds
Simla, Dec. 24: Himachal Pradesh Chief

Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on Tuesday
directed officials to formulate a comprehensive
policy for employment on compassionate grounds
and said his government intends to settle all pend-
ing cases. Chairing a high-level meeting, he asked
the officials to compile and present data like the
department, age and educational qualification of
the applicants seeking employment on compas-
sionate grounds, a statement said. The state gov-
ernment is adopting a "liberal and sympathetic"
approach to offer employment in the government
sector to those who lost their family members
during service, he said and instructed the officers
to come up with the requisite data in the next
meeting on January 10. The government is com-
mitted to supporting the well-being of dependents
by giving preference to widows and orphans in
providing employment on compassionate
grounds, he said and added that various aspects
would be viewed to benefit the maximum number
of applicants. Sukhu said that his government has
also constituted a Cabinet sub-committee under
the chairmanship of Education Minister Rohit
Thakur with Technical Education Minister Rajesh
Dharmani and Ayush Minister Yadvinder Goma
as its members to examine the matters of compas-
sionate appointments.

Sanjay Kumar
Mumbai, Dec 24: Veteran film-

maker Shyam Benegal, the pioneer of
the parallel cinema movement in
Indian cinema in the 1970s and 1980s,

was cremated on Tuesday with full
state honours and a three-gun salute
here. Benegal, known for films such
as "Ankur", "Mandi", "Nishant", and
"Junoon", died on Monday at a hospi-
tal here due to chronic kidney dis-
ease. The last rites of the filmmaker,
who celebrated his 90th birthday on
December 14, were held around 3 pm
at Dadar's Shivaji Park crematorium.
Benegal's cinema contemporaries,

colleagues and younger generations
of actors and artists accompanied
wife Nira and daughter Pia in paying
their last respects to the icon, whose
movies captured the many realities of
India. Naseeruddin Shah, Rajit
Kapoor, Kulbhushan Kharbanda, and
Ila Arun, who starred in many of
Benegal's films, were present to bid
adieu to the director. Also present
were actor Ratna Pathak Shah, her
son Vivaan Shah, writer-poet Gulzar,
director Hansal Mehta, lyricisit-writer
Javed Akhtar, actors Divya Dutta,
Boman Irani, Kunal Kapoor and
Anang Desai. Shivendra Singh
Dungarpur, whose Film Heritage
Foundation recently restored
Benegal's 1976 "Manthan" for a
screening at the Cannes Film
Festival, was also present. Gulzar said
what Benegal brought to cinema was
a revolution that will never come
again. "He hasn't departed, we have
departed from him and seen him off.
He brought a revolution, he has gone
with that revolution of change in cin-
ema. Nobody else will be able to
bring that wave, revolution once
again.

Filmmaker Shyam Benegal cremated
with full state honours

Dhaka, Dec. 24: An anti-
graft panel in Bangladesh has
launched an investigation
against former prime minister
Sheikh Hasina and her family in
connection with the allegations
of embezzling USD 5 billion in
the Rooppur nuclear power
plant, according to a media
report. Indian companies are
participating in constructing the
Rooppur nuclear power plant
which is being built by
Rosatom, Russia's state-run cor-
poration, in Bangladesh. The
first Bangladeshi nuclear power
plant, the Russian-designed
Rooppur, is being built 160 km
west of the Bangladeshi capital
of Dhaka. Along with Hasina,
her son, Sajeeb Wazed Joy, and
Tulip Siddiq, her niece and the
UK's Treasury minister, were
also questioned, BDNews
reported on Sunday. There are
accusations of embezzling USD
5 billion in the Rooppur Nuclear

Power Plant project, the report
added. The development came
two days after the High Court
issued a rule asking why the
Anti-Corruption Commission's
(ACC) inaction over an alleged
transfer of USD 5 billion from
the Rooppur Nuclear Power
Plant project to a Malaysian
bank by Hasina, Joy, and Tulip
should not be declared illegal,
the report added. According to
ACC documents, the allegations
of corruption in the Rooppur
Nuclear Power Plant project
were brought to light by Bobby
Hajjaj, chairman of the National
Democratic Movement (NDM).
Hasina, 77, has been living in
India since August 5 when she
fled the country following a
massive student-led protest that
toppled her 16-year regime. Her
sister Rehana accompanied her.
Joy resides in the US, while her
niece Tulip is a member of the
British parliament.

Bangladesh launches $5 billion graft probe against
Sheikh Hasina in nuclear power plant case
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Gurgaon. Angered that its order on not comply with NGT's March 2023 till Dec 2. Again, a ten-day extension 
redeveloping a pond was not being order on redeveloping a pond in Sector was given, but this also lapsed on Dec 
followed despite two deadline 41.The pond has been at the centre of a 12 .Las t  week ,  NGT gran ted  
extensions, the National Green legal dispute since April 2022, when authorities three months to complete 
Tribunal (NGT) last week warned the t h e  H a r y a n a  S h a h a r i  Vi k a s  the project, but said it was the last 
chiefs of GMDA, MCG and HSVP Pradhikaran (HSVP) revised the extension."It is clarified that no 
and DTCP secretary to complete the sector's layout plan to construct a further time will be granted for 
project by March or face civil action. commercial complex, triggering compliance with the orders of this 

public outcry. In May that year, a tribunal and in case of non-The officials, the bench of NGT 
resident petitioned NGT against compliance, the secretary, department chairperson Arun Kumar Tyagi and 
HSVP's move and sought preservation of town and country planning expert member Dr Afroz Ahmad said 
and redevelopment of the pond in the (Haryana), commissioner, Municipal on Dec 19, "could face arrest and 
sector.In March 2023, NGT ruled in Corporation of Gurgaon, chairman, detention in civil prison until the 
favour of the petitioner and directed Haryana Shahari Vikas Pradhikaran, orders are fully complied with. They 
agencies to restore the pond, build CEO, Gurugram Metropolitan may also be prosecuted under Section 
pathways and green belts around it, Development Authority and chairman, 26 of the National Green Tribunal Act, 
and introduce fish and other aquatic G u r u j a l ,  H a r y a n a  ( a  w a t e r  2010." Section 26 outlines the 
species to keep the water clean. management body created by penalties for failing to comply with 

Gurgaon administration), will be NGT's orders. This can include a jail The deadline to complete this work was 
liable to be arrested and detained in term up to three years, or/and fine up set at one year, but agencies failed to 
civil prison in accordance with law till to Rs 10 crore.The tribunal's warning complete it. In May 2024, the tribunal 
the orders are fully complied with and came on a petition filed by Gurgaon granted a six-month extension to 
will also be liable to be prosecuted…" resident Brig (retd) Paramjit Singh, GMDA and other agencies. But this 
the Dec 19 order read.who contended that civic agencies did deadline too went by without progress 

300 property owners face action for illegal 
commercial use in DLF 3 in Gurgaon

In pond hearing, NGT warns of  sr officers’ arrest, 
gives last chance for revamp in Gurgaon

Ghaziabad: Not unlike its neighbour Residents said piped Ganga water 
Noida, urban and densely populated supply was promised to Vijay Nagar 
parts of the city are fast losing almost a decade ago, but it is yet to 
groundwater due to excessive reach the houses there. Officials said 
use.Groundwater in Loni, according to funds are to be released, and work to 
a n  a n a l y s i s  b y  G h a z i a b a d ' s  get river water there would take 
groundwater department, plummeted another four months after that.
almost 15 metres between 2018 and "Water scarcity is severe here, 
2024. especially during the summer. It 

Data was collected through piezometers affects around six lakh residents. 
at five blocks of the city before and after Groundwater level is one of the 
monsoon.Post-monsoon figures for lowest in the district, and we have 
L o n i  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  b e t t e r.  been demanding Ganga water for 
Groundwater, which was detected at a years. The Pratap Vihar Ganga water 
depth of 18.8 metres, dropped to a depth treatment plant is on the other side of 
of 27 metres, recording a decline of the road, and still, our demands have 
o v e r  8  m e t r e s  o v e r  t h e  s i x  not been met," said Manish Verma, a 
years.Ghaziabad block, which covered resident of Vijay Nagar.TOI had 
areas such as Vaishali and Vijay Nagar, reported earlier this year that 
followed Loni in witnessing the highest Ghaziabad extracted an alarming 

station at Shri Guru Nanak Kanya Inter Bhojpur and Muradnagar blocks were groundwater losses. 123% of water it recharged last year. 
College saw groundwater availability the lowest.The average decline in Ghaziabad pre- This extraction rate surpassed that of 75 
decline by over 12 metres in the same Officials said Ghaziabad's water supply and post-monsoon was around 7 metres, districts in UP, where the average was 
timeframe. At Vaishali station, the fall to its burgeoning population is the department found.The largest significantly lower at 70.8%, according 
was 6.2 metres in calculations taken inadequate, and households and depletion within Ghaziabad block was to an assessment ordered by the Central 
ahead of monsoon in 2018 and 2024. societies have to rely on groundwater to seen in Vijay Nagar, which recorded a Ground Water Board. Ghaziabad was 

The third block, Razapur, saw a relatively meet their needs. The city's daily water fall of 8.6 metres pre-monsoon, and 6.7 also ranked among India's 151 water 
lower depletion, though it was still demand is around 345 million litres, metres in post-monsoon assessments distressed districts, according to central 
significant, at over 6 metres both pre- while GMC's supply is 320 MLD, a between 2018 and 2024.Another govt's Jal Shakti Abhiyan 2024.
and post-monsoon.The losses in shortfall of 25 MLD.

Groundwater levels fall in Gzb, Loni is worst affected

CAG: 80% allottees didn’t get 
possession of land off e-way

Noida: The Yamuna Expressway Industrial larger plots compounded the problem, industrial plot allottees stood at Rs 318 issue repeated notices and grant time 
Development Authority (YEIDA) according to the auditor.YEIDA's crore. This represents 61% of the 2,382 extensions to avoid litigation.CAG, 
allocated 2,428 industrial plots spanning tardiness in lease deed execution and industrial plot allottees who were issued however, rejected YEIDA's explanation, 
24.6 million square metres between 2013 inability to make land available to plots during the period.YEIDA provided stating it had failed to deliver land to 
and 2021, but lease deeds, or registries, investors despite allotting them led to several explanations and justifications for investors and that delays in infrastructure 
happened for just 453 plots, the major delays, with some projects pushed the shortcomings highlighted in the CAG development were a consequence of poor 
Comptroller and Auditor General of India back by 12 years .  Operat ional  aud i t  r ega rd ing  a l loca t ion  and  planning. The auditor recommended 
(CAG) has found. An astonishing 81% of shortcomings resulted in lease rent losses management of industrial plots. YEIDA overhauling YEIDA's policies to address 
allottees did not get possession. amounting to Rs 122 crore, according to attributed delays in issuing checklists and these flaws. Key suggestions included 

CAG.Interviews were relied on for initial executing lease deeds to incomplete instituting transparent eligibility criteria, Even for those where registries went 
allotments of industrial plots over 2,000 infrastructure development and land prescribing penalties for delays, and through, there was no industrial unit on 
sqm, which saw discretionary power lying encumbrances. It cited farmers' agitations ensuring land readiness before allocation.these land parcels that became operational 
with plot allotment committee, the auditor for compensation and pending legal issues at least till Apr 2022, the auditor said in its Present scenarioYEIDA has executed 3,040 
said. Irregularities in location charge as main obstacles in handing over report. Land allotted in other categories industrial plots so far, of which 1,400 have 
policies also eroded YEIDA's revenues, it possession of plots.YEIDA claimed that was also similarly affected. CAG found a been registered. Around 1,000 of these 
said, adding that plots at preferential penalties were not rigorously enforced total 30,675 plots were allotted in the registries were executed in the last year 18 
locations, such as those near wide roads or because many projects faced genuine YEIDA region between 2008-09 and months. The industrial plots span key 
green belts, were not consistently delays due to external factors, such as 2020-21 under industrial institutional, sectors such as 24, 28, 29, 32, and 33. In 
subjected to location charges.The delays in regulatory approvals and land mixed-land use, commercial and Sector 29's Apparel Park, 149 plots have 
ul t imate object ive of  industr ial  encumbrances. It said extension of up to residential categories (including the 2,428 been allotted, with 75 lease deeds signed 
development was defeated as none of the two years was granted to allottees for residential plots). Of these, 1,666 plots so far. In Sector 33's Toy Park, 139 
allotted industrial plots saw project completing development and construction (5%) were cancelled or surrendered. allotments have been made and 74 
completion as of April 2022. Despite and defended its decision to deviate from Lease deeds were not executed for 23,832 registries have been completed. In the 
allocating 24.6 million sqm (taken standard pricing practices and not levy plots (82%).The audit report, the first such Medical Devices Park in Sector 28, 73 
together, this would be 10 times the size of location charges uniformly, citing the assessment of YEIDA by the central allotments have been made under three 
the largest mall in NCR), the failure to need to attract investors during periods of auditor, says allocations were made schemes launched over the past 18 months,
ensure land readiness and enforce economic uncertainty. However, it through interviews instead of objective with 15 companies completing their lease 
compliance mechanisms rendered the assured future schemes would not repeat p a r a m e t e r s .  T h i s  c o m p r o m i s e d  deeds.One of the first mega-project 
efforts ineffective, observed CAG. As of this.The authority also said instead of transparency, while the lack of financial allottees, Vivo, has started production on 
April 2022, the total due amount against cancelling leases of defaulters, it chose to and technical eligibility assessments for its 169-acre facility .

Major reshuffle in MCG 
engg wing to tackle 

staff  shortage in 
Gurgaon

Gurgaon. After more than a month in office, 
commissioner of Municipal Corporation of 
Gurgaon (MCG) Ashok Kumar Garg has 
implemented changes and reorganised the 
engineering department of the civic body.The 
corporation's engineering wing, which faces staff 
shortages, now operates with five executive 
engineers who share the divisions and 
responsibilities."The commissioner has ordered 
reshuffling in the engineering department to 
ensure smooth functioning of the corporation," a 
senior MCG official, privy to the matter, said.

The official said, "The wing faces a shortage of 
engineers, with the current staff count falling 
below the approved strength of positions allocated 
to the department. One executive engineer has to 
handle multiple divisions, which means several 
wards and sectors. Some engineers are 
overburdened with work."Previously, executive 
engineer Sanjeev Kumar Gupta managed the 
majority of divisions, which is now reduced to 
four.For operational purposes, the engineering 
wing has divided the city into eight 
divisions.Executive engineer Nijesh Kumar 
continues to oversee construction and demolition 
waste management and the Swachh Bharat 
Mission, though one division was withdrawn from 
his responsibilities due to excessive workload.

Executive engineer Manoj Kumar, previously 
responsible for horticulture, has been assigned to 
oversee divisions 2 and 8.The horticulture 
responsibilities have been transferred to executive 
engineer Parveen Dalal, who continues to manage 
electrical works alongside his existing duties.

Executive engineer Ajay Panghal maintains his 
position at headquarters whilst supervising 
divisions 5 and 7.At a meeting held recently with 
the engineering department officials, the 
commissioner instructed all executive engineers 
to hold meetings with assistant and junior 
engineers from their divisions at least once a week 
and invite the chief engineer to these meetings.

During these sessions, Garg said they should discuss 
and resolve any issues affecting work 
performance.

"It is mandatory to issue the proceedings of these 
meetings. Moreover, supervisors in the 
engineering wing have been directed to be held 
accountable," the commissioner said at the 
meeting with the engineers.

News box

Gurgaon. The National Green Tribunal (NGT) last 
week issued notices to the Haryana govt and the state's 
pollution control board after a petition argued that Rs 
230 crore, which was imposed on entities or 
individuals who had violated environmental norms, 
was yet to be recovered and utilised to make up for the 
damages.The bench of judicial magistrate Sudhir 
Agarwal and expert member Dr A Senthil Vel on Dec 
20 gave the state govt and Haryana State Pollution 
Control Board (HSPCB) a month to reply.

The tribunal was hearing a plea filed by Delhi resident 
Varun Gulati, who argued that govt and HSPCB's 
"inefficiency" in recovering environmental 
compensation was harming the environment by 
preventing restoration, remediation and rejuvenation 
efforts."Allegations made in the application in our 
view give rise to substantial questions relating to 
environment arising out of implementation of 
enactments mentioned in Scheduled-I of NGT Act, 
2010. We, accordingly, issue notices to respondent 
no.1 - State of Haryana and respondent no.2 - Haryana 
State Pollution Control Board," the order said. The 
tribunal scheduled the next hearing in the case for Feb 
13.The petitioner told TOI on Monday that "it was 
imperative for authorities to act swiftly to enforce the 
principle of ‘polluter pays', and ensure that the 
necessary restoration efforts are carried out".

Asked about the plea, an HSPCB official said the board 
was taking immediate steps to recover compensation 
from polluters."We acknowledge the concerns raised 
by NGT and are committed to ensuring the recovery 
and effective utilisation of environmental 
compensation. Our efforts will be directed towards 
restoring and rejuvenating the damaged environment," 
the official said.

Rs 230 cr green damages not 
collected, NGT serves notice 
to Haryana

Gurgaon. MCG has formed a committee to prepare 
comprehensive tender documents concerning 
sewerage operation and maintenance in the city. The 
committee has received directives to incorporate 
stringent regulations, terms and substantial financial 
penalties for any breach of contractual obligations. 
The decision was made in a meeting held recently to 
discuss sewerage-related complaints.

"The panel has been instructed to draft tender 
documentation by Dec 30. During the discussion, it 
was proposed that the organisation's track record 
should be evaluated in the bidding process, and any 
organisation penalised above 20% should be barred 
from participating in the tender," MCG commissioner 
Ashok Kumar Garg said.According to Garg, data 
suggests that sewage-related issues constitute 90% of 
grievances lodged at the samadhan camps. Moreover, 
the commissioner also issued directives for all officers 
to respond to public calls without fail. Any complaints 
received through WhatsApp groups must be promptly 
addressed, and updates should be shared within the 
group. Officers failing to answer calls will face 
departmental proceedings, Garg said in the meeting. 
He emphasised that work-related negligence is 
unacceptable, and recurring complaints will trigger 
disciplinary measures against the responsible officer.

A structured penalty system has been established for the 
same. The first complaint results in a warning, 
followed by a show-cause notice on the second 
complaint. The third complaint invokes action under 
Rule-8 of the Haryana Civil Services (Punishment and 
Appeal) Rules, 2016, while the fourth leads to Rule-7 
proceedings. He further specified that officers with 
multiple complaints against them could potentially 
face termination from service.

Noida: Police arrested two members of an inter-state 
gang that allegedly breaks into houses to steal money 
and jewellery on Sunday night. Police recovered Rs 7.7 
lakh in cash, along with stolen goods and jewellery.

According to police, on Dec 16, the accused stole cash 
and jewellery along with other valuables from a house 
in Jagriti Apartment in Sector 71. On Dec 18, they 
broke into a house in Mamura, Sector 66 and stole cash 
and jewellery.ADCP (central Noida) Hirdesh 
Katheriya said that, on Sunday, a team from Phase 3 
police station took action on the basis of beat policing 
and confidential/electronic information. Accused 
Jitendra alias Golu and Rajesh alias Ganja were 
arrested from the service road near Gandhi roundabout 
the same night.An FIR has been registered against the 
two under Section 305(A) (theft) of the BNS.

"During interrogation, the accused revealed that they 
used to carry out reconnaissance of the area by 
removing the number plate on their bikes. Then they 
targeted locked houses and opened them with the help 
of a 'master key'. After committing the theft, they used 
to leave by putting the number plates back on their 

vehicles," the ADCP said.The accused, along with their 
accomplices, would steal jewellery from people's 
locked houses and then immediately have the items 
cleaned with chemicals to sell it.

"They keep some jewellery after cleaning it for their own 
use. The thieves themselves clean the jewellery with 
chemicals so that the victim may be unable to identify 
it," Katheriya said.According to Phase 3 SHO Dhruve 
Bhushan Dubey, police recovered around Rs 7.7 lakh 
in cash along with gold and jewellery from the 
accused's possession.

MCG forms panels to prepare 
tender docus on sewage ops 
and maintenance in Gurgaon

2 held for house break-ins, 
Rs 7.7 lakh recovered

involved in illegal activities.The next converted into six- to seven-storey Gurgaon. The department of town and 
hearing is scheduled for Jan 10, structures.These buildings house country planning (DTCP) has 
2 0 2 5 . A c c o r d i n g  t o  D T C P  paying guest accommodations (PGs), launched a crackdown on illegal 
enforcement officials, the notices guest houses, restaurants, general commercial activities operating in 
mandate property owners to submit stores, boutiques, salons, clinics and residential properties in DLF Phase 3.

commercial offices, flagrantly Acting on the orders of the Punjab and 
v i o l a t i n g  z o n i n g  Haryana high court, enforcement 
regulations.Despite previous teams issued show-cause notices to 
sealing actions, these property over 300 property owners, marking a 
o w n e r s  s h o w e d  b l a t a n t  significant move to curb violations in 
disregard for the law, as the area.Notices were also publicly 
activities resumed shortly after pasted on buildings to ensure 
enforcement actions.The issue compliance.District town planner 
came o light after the DLF City (enforcement) Manish Yadav said, "In 
Resident Welfare Association accordance with the high court's 
(RWA) filed a petition in the HC directives, notices were issued to 
in  2020,  c i t ing rampant  violators in DLF Phase-3."Yadav said, 
unauthorised construction and "Seven days were given for responses, 

their documents and responses within commercial operations.failing which actions under the Urban 
seven days.Failing to provide Following the court's recent order, the Development Act will follow, 
satisfactory explanations could result DTCP formed a team to survey and act including sealing and FIRs."
in restoration orders, sealing drives against violators.This development The court, during a hearing on Nov 28, 
and even the filing of FIRs against has brought renewed focus on the directed the DTCP to conduct a survey 
violators.The violations are most ongoing misuse of residential areas in of the area and take necessary action.
rampant in the econsomically weaker Gurgaon, with authorities under F o l l o w i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i v e ,  a  
section (EWS) category, where 60- pressure to enforce compliance and comprehensive survey was initiated, 
square-yard plots were illegally uphold the integrity of zoning laws.identifying multiple properties 

New Delhi, Wednesday, 25 December 2024

Gurgaon. The Haryana
govt on Tuesday suspended
24 officials over alleged fail-
ure to take adequate steps to
prevent stubble burning inci-
dents in their respective
areas. The Supreme Court
in the last hearing had pulled
up the Punjab and Haryana
governments for not acting
against those found guilty of
stubble burning. It also sum-
moned the state chief secre-
taries to appear before it on
October 23 for an explana-
tion.Apart from suspending
these 24 agriculture depart-
ment officials, the Haryana
government has so far
arrested 18 farmers in the
Kaithal district fAor burning
crop residue and has black-

listed around 400 farmers for
stubble burning and has
barred them from selling
their crops at mandis for a
period of two years. The
arrested farmers were later
let off on bail. The officials,
who have been placed under
suspension, include agricul-
ture inspectors, supervisors
and agriculture development
officers from nine districts --
Jind, Panipat, Hisar, Kaithal,
Karnal, Fatehabad,
Kurukshetra, Sonipat and
Ambala.There have been
over 1500 cases of stubble
burning in Punjab so far this
season, while this figure for
Haryana is around 400 so far.
"We are trying whatever we
can to keep the stubble burn-

ing cases to a minimum
level. We are providing
resAources for farmers
which will prevent them
from burning crop residue.
The action that has been
taken against the farmers as
well as the agriculture
department officials is
because they have failed to
comply with the directions of
the Supreme Court," said an
official.The main opposition

party Congress has hit out
against the BJP govt for tak-
ing such action against the
farmers. "This is an anti-
farmer govt and therefore it
is arresting them. It just
wants to put up a show in the
court that it is doing some-
thing to prevent stubble

burning by arresting these
farmers, but in reality it has
failed to prevent and find a
lasting solution to this prob-

lem," said a Congress
leader.Punjab said it had reg-
istered 874 FIRs and lodged
471 daily dairy

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Harneet Singh Wadhwa S/O
Amarjeet Singh Wadhwa  R/O House
No.- 6, North Avenue Road, West
Punjabi Bagh, Punjabi Bagh, S.O.
West Delhi, Delhi-110026, declare
that the name of mine and my minor
son have been wrongly written as
Harneet Singh and Svajasbir Singh in
my minor son's namely Svajasbir
Singh Wadhwa aged 17 years in his
10th educational documents. The
actual name of mine and my minor
son are Harneet Singh Wadhwa and
Svajasbir Singh Wadhwa

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for the general public information
that my Client Shri Ompal Chauhan
S/O Late Mahavir Singh & his wife
Smt. Hemlata Both R/o H.No. 64,
Nangli Razapur, Hazrat Nizamuddin,
South Delhi, Delhi-110013, have
debarred, disown and break down all
the relationship from their son name-
ly Anuj and his wife namely Lalita,
from their all moveable and
Immoveable properties either self
acquired or ancestral, situated all
over India due to their misconduct,
disobedience and misbehavior atti-
tude. My client will not be responsible
in future for their acts which is done
by them.

SURESH SISODIA ADVOCATE
Ch.No. 261,

Patiala House Courts,
New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that
I,Netrapal Singh S/O Doongar Singh
R/O P-2, 3rd floor, Pillangi Village , Near
Indra Niketan , Sarojini Nagar, PO:
Sarojini Nagar , Dist: South west Delhi,
110023, declare that name of mine and
my minor Son has been wrongly written
as Netrapal and Vivek in my minor Son
namely Vivek Singh aged 14 years in
his School record The actual name of
my minor Son is Vivek Singh

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General
Public on behalf of our client that Mr.
Rudresh Chaudhary and Mr. Satbir
Singh are claiming to be owners of
Property bearing No. C-18, area meas-
uring 167.22 sq. mtrs., out of Khasra No
41/14, situated in the abadi of Gali No.
03, Paschimi Sadatpur Vistar, Sadatpur,
Karawal Nagar, Delhi-110094. All per-
sons are hereby informed that above
mentioned owners want to sell the said
property to a person who wants to obtain
a loan from our client against the said
property. If, anybody has any objection/s
upon the ownership of above owner
over the said property/floors, its
sale/mortgage/litigation, and any other
objections, kindly inform the under-
signed in writing on the below mentioned
address within 7 days of the present.

Kumar & Associates
(Advocates & Consultants)

200, Second Floor, 23, Shivaji Marg, 
Moti Nagar, New Delhi - 15 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General
Public on tehalf of our client that 1.
Mohd. Inam, 2.Mohd. Ikram, 3. Mohd.
Iqrar and 4. Mohd. Shamshad are the
owners of Built up One Shop on Ground
Floor without roof rights, part of Property
no. 1869 & Old no. 628, 628-?, admea-
suring 29.74 Sq. Mtrs., situated at
Cheera Kiana Nai Sarak, Delhi-110006
vide Sale Deed dated 15.11.2011, doc.
no.10733. All persons are hereby
informed that above owner through
Ikram Saree Collection, wants to mort-
gage the said property and intends to
obtain a loan from our client against the
said property, if anybody has any objec-
tion/s upon the ownership of above
owner over the said property, its mort-
gage/litigation, and any other objections,
kindly inform the undersigned in writing
on the below mentioned address within
07 days of the present.

Kumar & Associates
(Advocates & Consultants)

200, Second Floor, 23, Shivaji Marg, 
Moti Nagar, New Delhi - 15 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the General
Public on behalf of our client that Mrs.
Sangeeta Rani is claiming to be owner
of Property bearing No. 3, area measur-
ing 287 sq. yds., Out of Khasra No.
19/2,19/3,10/23/1 Min, situated at abadi
of New Ganesh Park, Rashid Market, in
the area of Village Khureji Khas, Illaqa
Shahdara Delhi, vide GPA, ATS & Will
dated 05.09.2011 executed by late Mr.
Jagdish Lal Gulati. All persons are here-
by informed that above mentioned
owner wants to sell the said property to
a person who wants to obtain a loan
from our client against the said property.
If, anybody has any objection/s upon the
ownership of above owner over the said
property/floors, its sale/mortgage/litiga-
tion, and any other objections, kindly
inform the undersigned in writing on the
below mentioned address within 7 days
of the present.

Kumar & Associates
(Advocates & Consultants)

200, Second Floor, 23, Shivaji Marg, 
Moti Nagar, New Delhi - 15 

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 4289345W, Rank-NK Name-
SIVA GANESH MAMIDI S/o MAMIDI
SANYASI NAIDU residing of YELLA-
MANCHILI, VTC: DIMILI, PO- DIMILI,
DISTRICT-VISAKHAPATNAM,
ANDHRA PRADESH-531061, have
changed my wife’s name from SYA-
MALA to MAMIDI SYAMALA for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
24/12/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHEELA DEVI Mother of No
784109G, Rank-SGT, Name-ASHOK
KUMAR residing at VILL-BHADANA,
PO-BHADANA, DISTT- SONIPAT,
HARYANA-131403 have changed
my name from SHEELA DEVI to
SHEELA for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 24/12/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Kapil Kasotia S/o Jagdish Kasotia
R/o Flat No-904, Tower-15, Orchid
Petal, Sohna Road, Sector-49,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122018, Have
Changed My Minor Daughter Name
Aanya To  Aanya Kasotia For All
Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Asha W/o Chanderpal R/o House
No-29, Gwal Pahari, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122003, Have Changed My
Minor Son Name Vaibhav To Vaibhav
Tanwar For All Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
t is for general information that I,
MOHD SHOAIB S/o MOHD YUSUF,
R/o E-698, Gali No.23 Old
Mustafabad Dayalpur North East
Delhi-110094 declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
SHOAIB in my Caste Certificate
No.OBC/04/42/22902/16/9/2011/942
1071509/16041 The actual name of
mine is MOHD SHOAIB which may
be amended accordingly

NAME CHANGE
I, GULAFSHA D/O MOHD ZULFIQAR
residing at A-10, DDA COLONY, NEW
JAFRABAD, SHAHDARA, DELHI-
110032. Have changed my name to
GULAFSHAN for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, KHUSH NASEEB W/O MOHD
ZULFIQAR residing at A-10, DDA
COLONY, NEW JAFRABAD, SHAH-
DARA, DELHI-110032. Have
changed my name to KHUSH-
NASEEB for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, JANAKI W/O DAVINDER SINGH
residing at H NO-14, GALI NO-3, A-
BLOCK, WEST KARAWAL NAGAR,
DELHI-110094 . Have changed my
name to JANKI for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mahendra Pall S/O Pokhar Das
R/O 11/69, Dakshinpuri EXT. Dr
AmbedkarNagar, Pushpa Bhawan
South Delhi - 110062 Have Changed
my name to Mahender Pal for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Monika Dev D/O Satish Dev W/O
Abhimanyu Singh R/O OMQ-378/2,
Air Force Station, Rajokri, South
West Delhi - 110038 Have Changed
my name to Monika Singh for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, KUNTI DEVI Mother of No-
16011605K Rank-HAV Name-
BHUPENDRA SINGH Presently
residing at VILL-SINSINI, TEH-DEEG,
DIST-BHARATPUR, RAJASTHAN-
321201 have changed my name from
KUNTI DEVI to KUNTI for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 24/12/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SYAMALA Wife of No. 4289345W,
Rank-NK Name- SIVA GANESH
MAMIDI residing of YELLAMANCHILI,
VTC: DIMILI, PO- DIMILI, DISTRICT-
VISAKHAPATNAM, ANDHRA
PRADESH-531061 have changed my
name from SYAMALAto MAMIDI SYA-
MALA for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 24/12/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I Babita
devi W/O Chitranjan Kumar Mishra R/O
416/20, LAXMI VIHAR VILLAGE
BURARI, DELHI, BURARI, NCT OF
DELHI-110084,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as Jyoti  in
my Aadhar card no 3284 7603 4813,The
actual name of mine is  Babita Devi,
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Mr. Yashpal Khattar
is the owner of First floor, admeasur-
ing 157 Sq. yards built on Property no.
888/2-A, admeasuring 207 Sq. yards,
old Khasra no. 1665 and new Khasra
no. 1151/3Min, situated at Mehrauli,
Tehsil Hauz Khas, Mehrauli, New Delhi
by the virtue of General Power of
Attorney, Agreement to Sale & WILL
dated 15.10.1981 and intend to get the
financial assistance from Motilal Oswal
Home Finance Limited. If any
person(s) /Institution has/have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect to
the right, title or interest in the said prop-
erty may please contact us within 07
days from the date of this notice on the
address mentioned herein below, failing
which my client(s) shall not be held
responsible in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
A-38 Kailash Colony, 

New Delhi-110048, 
Ph. No: 011-49774545

NAME CHANGE
I, Harpreet Kaur Anand w/o Manmeet
Singh r/o 22/7B, Ground Floor, Tilak
Nagar, Delhi-110018 have changed
my name to HARPREET KAUR for
future purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The general public is hereby informed that
Sh. Ajay Kumar Gupta and Smt. Rekha
Gupta are the owners of the entire third
floor, with roof rights, of the property bear-
ing No. 62, Block 4, measuring 214 sq.
yds. situated in the Layout Plan of Northern
City Extension Scheme No. II, Subzi
Mandi, Delhi, presently known as Roop
Nagar, Delhi. Sh. Ajay Kumar Gupta and
Smt. Rekha Gupta purchased the said
property from Sh. Mukesh Baja through a
Sale Deed dated 29.03.2017. The proper-
ty is to be financed by Anand Rathi Global
Finance Ltd., Branch Lajpat Nagar, Delhi.
Any person(s) found in possession of
aforesaid property and any objection, then
kindly contact the undersigned along with
original property document, within 07 days
from date of this notice on below address,
failing which, the claim as per aforesaid
sale deed shall be treated as null and void
in respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public that
Mrs. Nilam, wife of Mr. Guru Prasad,
intends to purchase the residential proper-
ty bearing No. 961, measuring 37.5 sq.
yards, out of Khasra No. 961, situated at
Sabhapur Extension, Village-Loni
(Chakbandi Bahar), Pargana & Tehsil Loni,
District Ghaziabad, U.P. - 201102, from
Mrs. Mohini Jain. Mr. Veer Singh pur-
chased the said property from Mr. Suresh
Sharma through a sale deed dated
22.10.2010 as Regd. No. 4158.
Subsequently, Mr. Veer Singh, who
passed away on 14.09.2021, left behind
legal heirs, namely Mrs. Ram Wati (his
wife). Thereafter, Mrs. Ram Wati sold the
said property through a sale deed dated
02.11.2020 as Regd. No. 9426 to Mrs.
Mohini Jain. Please note that the chain
documents, including the death and surviv-
ing certificate and NOC from other legal
heirs in the name of the late Mr. Veer
Singh, are not available. The property is to
be financed by Satya Micro Housing
Finance Pvt. Ltd., Branch Uttam Nagar,
Delhi. Any person(s) found in possession
of aforesaid property and any objection,
then kindly contact the undersigned along
with original property document, within 07
days from date of this notice on below
address, failing which, the claim as per
aforesaid sale deed shall be treated as null
and void in respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.

Hry suspends 24 officials for failing to curb stubble burning
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misinformation.During Spain's Jakarta, Indonesia.The world's 
worst floods for decades in October, deadliest tsunami hit nations around the 
people voluntarily managed social Indian Ocean two decades ago before 
media accounts to assist relatives social media platforms flourished, but 
trying to locate their missing loved they have since transformed how we 
ones.After Turkey's devastating understand and respond to disasters -- 
earthquake last year, a 20-year-old from finding the missing to swift 
student was rescued thanks to a post crowdfunding.hen a 9.1-magnitude 
of his location while buried under quake caused a tsunami that smashed 
the rubble.into coastal areas on December 26, 

2004, killing more than 220,000 'Fast picture'friends and family who wanted to know 
people, broadcasters, newspapers and Two decades ago, the online social media more. Plus I was getting many queries 
wire agencies were the main media landscape was vastly different.from strangers. People were desperate 
bringing news of the calamity to the Facebook was launched early in 2004 but for good news tales," said the US-based 
world.Yet in some places, the sheer was not yet widely used when the physician, who helped the injured.
scale took days to emerge.Survivor tsunami hit.One of YouTube's founders The blog included images of cars 
Mark Oberle was holidaying in reportedly said an inspiration for the ploughed into hotels, water-filled roads 
Thailand's Phuket when the giant platform's founding in early 2005 was and locals fleeing on scooters because 
waves hit Patong beach, and penned a an inability to find footage of the rumours produced "a stampede from 
blog post to fend off questions from tsunami in its aftermath.Some tsunami the beach to higher ground".Bloggers 
family, friends and strangers in the days images were posted on photo site were named 'People of the Year' by 
after the disaster."The first hints of the Flickr. But X, Instagram and Bluesky ABC News in 2004 because of the 
extent were from European visitors now allow for instant sharing.Experts intimacy of first-hand accounts like 
who got text messages from friends are clear that more information saves those published in the days following 
back home," said Oberle, adding lives -- hours lapsed between the the tsunami.But today billions can 
people initially thought the quake was tremor's epicentre near Indonesia and follow major events in real-time on 
local and small, when its epicentre was the giant waves that crashed into Sri social media, enabling citizen 
actually near western Indonesia, Lanka, India and Thailand's coastal journalism and assistance from afar, 
hundreds of miles away."I wrote the areas.despite the real risk of rumour and 
blog because there were so many 
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US NSA Jake Sullivan Urges Bangladesh To 
Protect Human Rights Amid Hindu Attacks

Blogs To Bluesky: How Social Media 
Changed Our Response To Disasters

SS Ancon becoming the first ship Washington DC.The thought of China is BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PANAMA 
to pass through the canal.The US haunting Donald Trump who is troubled CANAL
continued to control and operate over Beijing's growing influence right Till the early 20th century the shortest 
the canal and its surrounding under US' tail - the Panama Canal - a bridge way to reach the Pacific Ocean from 
areas until a new agreement was connecting the Atlantic Ocean and the the Atlantic Ocean and vice versa was 
signed between Panama and the Pacific Ocean through strategically located to either sail around Cape Horn located 
US called the Torrijos-Carter Panama, the country which links North and in Chile at the southern tip of South 
Treaty in 1977. This provided for South America.US President-elect Trump, America or to sail through the Strait of 
the handover of the canal to who is always ready to threaten others with Magellan - also at the southern end of 
Panama after joint operations for tariffs, is also perturbed by Panama South America - in Chile. Both meant 
near ly  two decades .  The  charging "excessive tariffs" for the use of sailing around the entire continent of 
Panamanian government took the Panama Canal. So unsettled is he, by the South America and nearly reaching 
full control of the canal in combination of these two factors, that Mr Antarctica before sailing back up 
1999.DONALD TRUMP vs Trump has openly declared that the US either into the Pacific or the Atlantic - and unheard of in the early 20th Century.

PANAMANIAN PRESIDENT JOSE might consider taking control of the this was neither economical, nor efficient. The United States of America was the only 
MULINOApart from the warning that the Panama Canal.Writing about his concerns After much thought, research and survey, a nation at the time that had the technical 
US would never allow operations of the on his social media platform Truth Social, narrow, but possible way was discovered knowledge and expertise to be able to make 
Panama Canal to be handed over to another Donald Trump warned that he would never cutting across the Isthmus of Panama. it happen. And so, in May, 1904 - less than a 
country amid China's growing influence let the Panama canal fall into the "wrong However, there was a herculean challenge year after Panama declared Independence 
and muscular posturing globally, Donald hands." Reminding the government in to be overcome in order to achieve that. The from Colombia in November, 1903, the US 
Trump expressed his displeasure over Panama that the canal was originally built waterway was at different levels and there began the construction of the Panama 
"very high" tariffs being charged by by the United States more than a century was no way a ship could either climb or Canal. A treaty was signed between the 
Panama.Writing on Truth Social, Mr ago, Mr Trump wrote "It was solely for descend where there was a sudden change United States and Panama under which the 
Trump said "The fees being charged by Panama to manage, not China, or anyone in topography. For the waterway in the canal would be constructed and managed 
Panama are ridiculous, especially knowing else".He further re-posted a video of isthmus to be converted into a man-made by the US. After 10 years of engineering 
the extraordinary generosity that has been himself titled "We would and will NEVER canal, it would require an engineering works round-the-clock, the Panama Canal 
bestowed to Panama by the US.let it fall into the wrong hands!" marvel - one that was both inconceivable became a reality in August, 1914 with the 

emphasized the need for  World  Amid rising international 
Bangladesh to rebuild on concern over large-scale attacks on 
principles of equality and minority Hindus in Bangladesh, US 
jus t i ce .HinduACTion ,  an  National Security Advisor Jake 
advocacy group, has reported Sullivan spoke with the interim 
ongoing violence against Hindus gove rnmen t ’s  Ch ie f  Adv i se r  
in Bangladesh, including temple Muhammad Yunus on Monday. Both 
burnings, killings, and assaults leaders reaffirmed their commitment 
on priests and community to protecting human rights and 
leaders.Utsav Chakrabarti,  promoting religious harmony in the 
e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  troubled South Asian nation. “Both 
HinduACTion, accused Yunus of leaders expressed their commitment to than a month before President Joe 

failing to control extremist groups like respecting and protecting the human Biden transfers power to Donald 
Jamaat-e-Islami, which he claimed are rights of all people, regardless of Trump, who will be sworn in as the 
behind the violence. “It is incumbent religion,” the White House said in a 47th President of the United States on 
upon our current administration and the readout of the call.Sullivan thanked J a n u a r y  2 0 . I n d i a n  A m e r i c a n  
upcoming one to impose sanctions on Yunus for his leadership during Democratic Congressman Shri 
Bangladesh,” Chakrabarti said.challenging times and reiterated the Thanedar has been vocal about the 

United States' support for a stable and He also proposed the creation of issue, urging the White House to 
democratic Bangladesh. “The United autonomous zones for religious address the killings of Hindus and 
States supports a prosperous, stable, minor i t ies ,  including Hindus,  destruction of temples in Bangladesh. 
and democratic Bangladesh, and offers Buddhists, and Christians, to ensure “The United States has a storied history 
continued assistance in addressing the their safety. “We must chart a clear path of championing the oppressed, and this 
challenges it faces,” the White House for the safety of the 15 million Hindus issue should be no different,” Thanedar 
added.This conversation comes less in Bangladesh,” he added.said last week at the US Capitol. He 

Pakistan May Get 40 5th-Gen Stealth 
Fighter Jets From China Within 2 Years

World. jets. Though there is no confirmation from having three variants - The F-35A for the In a game-changing proposition, 
Beijing, should such a deal materialise, it Air Force, F-35B for the Marine Corps and China is reportedly in talks with Pakistan 
will provide Pakistan a massive boost to its F-35C for the US Navy.for Islamabad to procure 40 advanced 
air defence and has the potential to tilt the stealth fighter jets from Beijing. The J-35A PAKISTAN'S ECONOMIC CRISIS
regional dynamic as Islamabad will acquire is China's most advanced military aircraft. Despite a severe economic crisis in the 
stealth technology.If the deal is finalised, Pakistan will be the country, Pakistan, which is surviving on 

WHAT IS KNOWN ABOUT THE first and only country globally to have a bailout packages by the IMF and World 
C H I N E S E  J - 3 5 A  S T E A L T H  squadron of the stealth J-35A multi-role Bank, is reportedly going ahead with the 
AIRCRAFTfighter jets outside of China. It will also deal. It is not clear though, how such a 

mark the first export of China's most The Shenyang J-35A stealth fighter is a twin- massive deal will get financed. According 
advanced military aircraft by Beijing. engine, single-seater, supersonic, air- to defence experts, it won't come as a 

superiority, multi-role fighter jet that can surprise should China decide to extend The J-35A is China's second fifth-generation 
carry out missions on land and at sea. The J- another loan which Pakistan won't able able stealth fighter jet. After United States, 
35A is the second fifth-generation stealth to pay back.Pakistan has already China is the only other country in the world mouthpiece of the Chinese Communist 
fighter China has developed after the J-20. accumulated so much debt from Beijing to have two 5th-gen military aircraft. Party, "J-35A functions within both stealth 

that it is not financially possible for Pakistan is looking to replace its ageing The J-35A's design is similar to the US and counter-stealth combat frameworks. Its 
Islamabad to pay it back. Many experts fleet of US-made F-16s and the French Lockheed Martin F-35, the only difference mission focuses  on gaining and 
believe that at some point Pakistan will Mirage fighters.As per a report in the Hong is that the former is twin-engine and the maintaining air superiority, eliminating 
have to sell national assets and maybe even Kong-based South China Morning Post, latter has a single engine. China is known hostile fourth/fifth generation fighter jets 
parts of the country to be able to settle the which further quotes the Pakistani media, for copying the design of several US and ground/surface air defence forces, as 
debt.Though the buzz is ripe in Islamabad, China will deliver all 40 stealth fighter jest aircraft - The J-20 and the US F-22 Raptor well as intercepting aerial hostile targets 
Beijing has not confirmed the sale of its in less than two years. China's entire are very similar in design except for canards including fighters, bombers and cruise 
stealth fighter jet in any official defence industry is already set up for mass that are present in J-20. The Chengdu J-10, missiles." The article was published the day 
communication. Neither has it mentioned it production as it does not depend on any also known as the "Vigorous Dragon", is yet China unveiled the jet for the first time last 
in the passing.When the J-35A stealth other country for any part of the aircraft.The another Chinese aircraft which seems to be month.China plans to induct the aircraft 
fighter was first displayed publicly by report also states that Pakistan's Air Force a copy of the US F-16 fighter jet.According into the Air Force and the Navy, exactly the 
China at the annual air show at Zhuhai city.has already approved the purchase of these to a report by the Global Times, the way the F-35 is used by the United States, 

Bangladeshi Traders "Forced" To 
Import From Pakistan Amid 

Growing Maritime Ties: Report
Dhaka.In a concern for India, trade and maritime ties 

between Pakistan and Bangladesh seem to be getting 
stronger, with a second cargo vessel from Karachi 
reaching the Chittagong port this week. The Panama-
flagged ship 'MV Yuan Xiang Fa Zhan' entered 
Bangladeshi waters on Sunday afternoon, according 
to Bangladeshi media reports. The vessel, which 
travelled via Karachi, Pakistan, and Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates, is carrying a substantial load of 811 
containers of essential industrial materials such as 
soda ash, dolomite, and marble blocks, along with 
goods like garments raw materials, sugar, and 
electronic products, Dhaka Tribune and Daily 
Observer reported. The development came a day after 
Bangladesh's interim leader, Professor Muhammad 
Yunus, met Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
in Egypt's Cairo, where Dhaka and Islamabad "agreed 
to strengthen relations."

Concern For India
Quoting sources, The Economic Times reported that 

traders in Bangladesh are being forced to import 
goods from Pakistan. It also said that some officials in 
Bangladesh's shipping ministry are suggesting to 
review of the India-Bangladesh shipping pact, which 
gave India access to Chittagong and Mongla ports.

Chittagong Port is a strategically located docking site in 
the Bay of Bengal. Over the years, India has used its 
relationship with ousted premier Sheikh Hasina to 
keep an eye on the activities at Chittagong port, where 
in 2004, around 1,500 boxes of Chinese ammunition 
were confiscated. 

The consignment, worth an estimated USD 4.5-7 
million, was allegedly masterminded by Pakistan's 
intelligence agency, the Inter-Services Intelligence 
(ISI). The consignment was allegedly meant to be 
delivered to banned terrorist outfit ULFA (United 
Liberation Front of Asom) in India.New Delhi worries 
a resurgence of Islamist extremism in Bangladesh 
could target India and support insurgent groups in 
northeastern states. Adding to India's worries, 
Bangladesh, in September, removed the clause which 
required the port authorities to physically inspect 
cargo from Pakistan on arrival. This makes it easier for 
Pakistani vessels to use the maritime routes without 
the physical inspection of cargo. Earlier, the restrictive 
trade policy under Ms Hasina required cargo from 
Pakistan to be offloaded in Malaysia, Singapore, or Sri 
Lanka and then transferred to other vessels that carried 
them to Bangladesh. Indian officials kept a watchful 
eye on sea routes that connect Chittagong.

Bangladesh-Pakistan Ties
Muhammad Yunus, the 84-year-old Nobel laureate, who 

took over as leader of Bangladesh's interim 
administration in August, is a staunch opponent of Ms 
Hasina's policies, which were fundamentally pro-
India and anti-Pakistan. Since he came to power, one 
of his areas of focus has been improving relations with 
Islamabad. A major development in this regard was to 
initiate direct maritime connectivity between the two 
previously hostile Muslim-majority nations, which 
were once one country. 

Seoul, South Korea.South Korea has become a "super-
aged society", with 20 percent of its population aged 
65 or older, official data showed on Tuesday, a gloomy 
trend driven by an alarmingly low birth rate.

Asia's fourth-largest economy recorded just 0.7 births 
per woman late last year -- one of the lowest birth rates 
in the world and far below the replacement rate of 2.1 
needed to sustain the current population.

That means South Korea's population is ageing and 
shrinking rapidly.Those aged 65 and older "account 

for 20 percent of the 51.2 million registered 
population, numbering 10 million", the interior 
ministry said in a news release on Tuesday, placing 
South Korea alongside Japan, Germany and France as 
a "super-aged society".t also means the elderly 
population has more than doubled since 2008, when it 
numbered fewer than five million, according to the 
ministry.Men account for 44 percent of the current 65-
and-older group, the data showed.The government 
has poured billions of dollars into encouraging more 
births, with Seoul authorities offering subsidies for 
egg freezing in one recent effort.However, such 
efforts have failed to deliver the intended results and 
the population is projected to fall to 39 million by 
2067, when the median population age will be 62.

Experts say there are multiple causes for the twin 
phenomena of low marriage and birth rates, ranging 
from high child-rearing costs and soaring property 
prices to a notoriously competitive society that makes 
securing well-paid jobs difficult.

Middle-east war: Israeli's 
defense minister accepts 
killing Hamas leader Ismail 
Haniyeh
World  srael’s defense minister has confirmed that 

Israel assassinated Hamas’ top leader last summer and 
is threatening to take similar action against the 
leadership of the Houthi rebel group in Yemen.

The comments by Israel Katz appeared to mark the first 
time that Israel has acknowledged killing Ismail 
Haniyeh, who died in an explosion in Iran in July.

Israel was widely believed to be behind the blast and 
leaders have previously hinted at its involvement.

In a speech Monday, Katz said the Houthis would meet 
a similar fate as the other members of an Iranian-led 
alliance in the region, including Haniyeh.

He also noted that Israel has killed other leaders of 
Hamas and Hezbollah, helped topple Syria’s Bashar 
Assad and destroyed Iran’s anti-aircraft systems.

“We will strike (the Houthis’) strategic infrastructure 
and cut off the head of the leadership,” he said.

“Just like we did to Haniyeh, Sinwar and Nasrallah in 
Tehran, Gaza and Lebanon, we will do in Hodeida and 
Sanaa,” he said, referring to Hamas and Hezbollah 
leaders killed in previous Israeli attacks.The Iranian-
backed Houthis have launched scores of missiles and 
drones at Israel throughout the war, including a 
missile that landed in Tel Aviv on Saturday and 
wounded at least 16 people.

Israel has carried out three sets of airstrikes in Yemen 
during the war and vowed to step up the pressure on 
the rebel group until the missile attacks stop.

Where Does Santa  It Is Not 
Finland, Greenland Or 
Sweden
Queensland.Sending a letter to Santa can be difficult as 

no one can agree on where exactly Santa lives. 
Several countries are competing to claim Santa as one 
of their citizens.Finland's tourism industry suggests 
Korvatunturi in Lapland is where Santa keeps his 
workshop, and the link between Santa and Lapland 
brings in hundreds of millions of tourist dollars.

Danes say Santa is in Greenland. Sweden suggests 
Mora is the place, and has built the theme park 
Santaworld.These places certainly look the part with 
white snow in winter and reindeer. They're also close 
to the North Pole.

Not so jolly traditions
They also have old and often quite disturbing folklore 

about the man in red.Pagan Finns celebrated St Knut's 
Day in wintry January by having men in furry jackets, 
the nuuttipukki, go from house to house with a sack of 
presents. Except the nuuttipukki weren't giving gifts 
and would likely make children cry. They came 
demanding gifts and would curse bad luck to any 
household not handing over a present.The Finnish 
tradition nuuttipukki, photographed here in 1928, saw 
men in furry jackets demanding presents. Finnish 
Heritage Agency, CC BYEventually, the gift 
grabbing nuuttipukki became the gift giving 
Joulupukki. Like other northern traditions such as the 
Yule Lads of Iceland, this visitor gave gifts but only to 
well behaved children.

By the 19th century, Santa Claus was settled in popular 
awareness more or less what we think of now: a jolly 
old man with a beard, a sleigh, reindeer and presents, 
living somewhere northern and cold. That image built 
on but sanitised the more grotesque European 
folklores of elves, gnomes and other supernatural 
creatures who either brought or demanded gifts.But 
standardising Santa's appearance did not settle where 
he actually lived and worked.In the mid-19th century 
the illustrator Thomas Nast portrayed Santa as a jolly 
old man in Harper's Weekly, and the illustration and 
the archetype took off. But Nast just showed Santa in 
a wintry landscape.

Low Birth Rates, Ageing 
Population Make South 
Korea 'Super-Aged Society'

Explained: Donald Trump's Big Warning Over 
Panama Canal Amid Rising Chinese Influence
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EDITORIAL 6

social media. Footage of voters coming out of WHEN the Supreme Court declared the electoral bonds 
polling stations is widely available. In many scheme unconstitutional in February this year, it 
cases, electors themselves share their photos emphasised the voter’s inalienable right to 
and videos on digital platforms. The CCTV information — including the right to know the details 
cameras installed at polling stations merely of individuals and companies making donations to 
keep an eye on the poll officials – they do not political parties. The landmark verdict also served as 
violate the secrecy of the ballot. There is no a reminder to the Union Government, which had 
camera that records the voter pressing a certain backed the controversial scheme to the hilt, that there 
button on the EVM. Still, the ECI is losing sleep should be no compromise on transparency as the 
over this non-issue.integrity of the entire electoral process was at stake. 

The Centre seems to have conveniently forgotten the The timing of the amendment is a dead giveaway. 
SC’s ruling. Based on a recommendation of the It comes in the wake of the Punjab and Haryana 
Election Commission of India (ECI), the Law High Court’s order that all documents related to 
Ministry has amended Rule 93(2)(a) of the Conduct the Haryana Assembly elections be shared with 
of Election Rules in order to prevent public scrutiny the petitioner in the ‘Mehmood Pracha vs ECI’ 
of electronic documents such as CCTV and case, including CCTV camera footage as 
webcasting footage as well as video recordings of permissible under Rule 93(2). The ECI would 

to the detriment of voter safety.candidates. The unconvincing argument is that such be well advised to lift the veil of secrecy in the best interest 
Such fears and concerns just don’t hold water in the age of material, if made accessible to one and all, can be misused of electoral democracy.

Police reform augurs 
well for Himachal Manipur conflict not just a local crisis

many other universities from within its campuses. especially those with extensive networks, the time has systems of governance to improve their competence THe National Education Policy has offered opportunities
However, in October this year, after a six-year delay, the come to either make it in the business of literacy or be and service delivery. Anglo-Vedic institutions have a for progressive institutions to step into the new dynamics 

Supreme Court gave a landmark judgment, setting aside left behind. Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar recently policy of bringing on board stalwarts like retired Army of millennial academics. Subsequent statutes have 
an Act of legislature and adjudicated status quo to the termed the quest for overseas education a ‘new disease’ Generals, judges and government servants.envisaged an era where collaborative uplift, shared 
2017 formation. This victory for academic institutions which has caused a $6-billion hole in our foreign Christian missionary institutions have incorporated synergies, global partnerships and Vision-2050 shall 
has laid bare the illogical stance of politics. structures to ensure that new blood is nurtured. A define the academics of tomorrow.As foreign 

Meanwhile, despite these adversities, the Khalsa case in point is the succession strategy of Christian universities set up campuses in India, partnering with 
society had made significant progress in the last Medical College. It selects its leadership five years local organisations or embarking on singular forays, the 
two decades. It had set up professional colleges of in advance. The person is nurtured for the task at existing domestic beacons of literacy face many 
pharmacy, nursing, law, veterinary sciences, hand and even sent for an executive training challenges.Some institutions of faith had long back 
education, engineering and others, while programme to the IIM-Ahmedabad to hone his/her acquired significance and developed into arenas of 
consolidating and increasing the number of skills.higher learning. They include Banaras Hindu 
students in the legacy institutions. A hospital and The future of successful enterprises in higher University, Aligarh Muslim University and Khalsa 
medical college is also in the offing. learning, thus, hinges on whether they can forsake College, Amritsar. Khalsa College did not get the status 

The role of faith institutions in the field of school nepotistic tendencies, political encumbrances and of a university by default because of its non-cooperative 
education, too, has been colossal. Over 55,000 leadership fatigue. They must adopt a professional attitude towards the British. Its pro-Independence 
Christian missionary schools are catering to 25 approach. The managements will be tested for their stance led to its stagnation. That discrimination, 
million children of all faiths in India. It is said that wisdom as well as the acumen and dynamism of however, did not stop in independent India either. Its 
the majority of Indian Prime Ministers have their executive teams and educators. The latter will aspiration of graduating into a university has been 
received convent education at some point in their need to be open to unlearning and relearning the art stalled at many junctures in its history since 1892.
lives. In contrast, there are only around 24,010 of teaching. Their goalpost should be the placement Meanwhile, the Anglo-Vedic college network of DAV 
madarsas and some 4,500 Vedic gurukuls in the and successful careers of their wards. The alumni institutions grew at an aggressive pace, delivering 
country. In the Sikh community, the Guru base is an unmatchable asset of any school. It will sanatan-accented education across the northern region. 
Harkrishan Public School movement and SGPC also be required to be primed for participation in this exchange kitty. Now, the global village itself is planting In 2016, both Khalsa College and the DAV, along with 
schools number just a few hundred.Various faiths onward march.GenNext cannot be given short shift if seeds of competition in our midst.nine other private bodies, were granted university status 
follow an inclusive and secular approach to primary we are to convert the nation’s demography into a To stem academic procrastination within India, the by the Akali-BJP government in Punjab.However, 
education, while Islamic institutions run on the strict dividend. While India@75 has fallen way short of its Central Government has opened its doors not just to the within months of this development, the subsequent 
madrasa system with a religious and ideological target of having a fully productive generation, Cambridges and Harvards of the world, but also any Congress government singled out the Khalsa institution 
approach to learning. Though the higher echelons of India@100 will require a larger number to be serviced institution that has substantive prowess and history of and repealed the Act under which it was set up. By then, 
learning are more transparent, the appetite for openness along with more options and opportunities as well. It is excellence in the field of knowledge. It has, perhaps, set it had 180 masters and PhD scholars on its rolls. They 
is limited.The Economic Survey 2024 has highlighted the learners who will, henceforth, have the option to a purposeful cat among the pigeons.had to run helter-skelter to continue their courses. The 
serious gaps in the education system, wherein 52.8 per choose from a wider bouquet of academic institutions, The question, thus, shall be of leadership and educational fact that Khalsa University, independent of the Khalsa 
cent of the graduates were found to be ‘unemployable’. of faith or otherwise. The deliverer of knowledge will acumen of institutions. It shall be a test of the College, eventually came into being and was rescinded, 
This is a telling comment on systemic failure and need to compete and be future-ready. Otherwise, it is managements — whether they can ride the change or was a body blow to the Khalsa College Charitable 
necessitates introspection.For academic institutions, likely to be in for a future shock.will go under. Some faith organisations have built-in Society. It had aspired for this honour and nurtured 

Blow to transparency

HIMACHAL Pradesh is set to usher in a change for 
its police force. The newly introduced Himachal 
Pradesh Police Amendment Bill 2024 proposes 
transitioning police constables from a district 
cadre to a state cadre. This means that instead of 
individual districts conducting their own 
recruitments, a state-level Police Recruitment 
Board will handle this job. This is in line with the 
practice followed by states such as Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana.Supporters aver that 
centralised recruitment insulates the process from 
parochial pressures and ensures a more uniform 
and transparent means of selecting police 
personnel. A centralised exam eliminates the 
advantage held by candidates residing near district 
recruitment centres. The arm’s length process also 
opens the door to a larger talent pool to recruit 
from. Others, though, feel that it does nothing to 
level the playing field as urban candidates often 
have the benefit of better education and accessible 
coaching facilities than rural folk.

The new amendment also allows for the subordinate 
police to be deployed outside their district 
anywhere in the state. Normally, they would stay 
put in the district they had been recruited from. 
This has always sparked a debate, with both 
potential benefits and drawbacks for recruitment, 
ground-level policing and the constabulary itself.

Proponents argue that a single state cadre for police 
constables allows for more efficient man 
management. The government can easily transfer 
officers to address manpower shortages, respond 
to emergencies and quickly redress vacancies or 
gluts across districts as circumstances demand. 
Quick and fluid deployment is particularly 
valuable in a state with seasonal tourist influxes.

On the other hand, there is concern that the much 
used and abused power to shift biased, corrupt or 
otherwise ‘inconvenient’ personnel from one 
place to another, while touted as being in aid of 
administrative necessity, will tighten executive 
and legislative hold over the establishment and 
t e n d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c h a n c e  o f  
politicisation.Nevertheless, the change addresses 
a long-standing grievance of the constabulary: 
limited promotion prospects within a district 
cadre. A state cadre system offers more 
opportunities for advancement, as constables can 
compete for promotions anywhere across the state. 
This could boost morale and incentivise better 
performance. A side benefit: it may reduce 
litigation born out of perceived injustice in 
promotions and the like.

The flip side is the potential disruption to personal 
lives. Constables transferred to new districts often 
face challenges finding accommodation and 
adjusting to unfamiliar cultural environments. 
This could create a sense of instability and 
distances can fracture family lives and children’s 
education.However, inter-district transfers are 
much more prone to the dangers of familial 
disruption and disorientation in large states than a 
compact one like Himachal. Unlike in big and 
heavily urbanised states, some of these risks may 
be minimal in Himachal’s case. Police housing 
arrangements already involve a mix of Police 
Lines, government-provided housing and private 
residences. Housing is more easily available and 
affordable than in big metropolises. Thoughtful 
postings that send personnel to districts closest to 
where their families stay could go a long way in 
maintaining work-life balance.Concerns also exist 
about the impact on community policing. Critics 
argue that constables stationed outside the 
communities they have been born and brought up 
in may lack the cultural understanding and local 
knowledge necessary to effectively engage with 
new communities. This could hinder trust-
building and communication, essential for 
effective ground-level policing.

To foster better police-public relations, some police 
stations in Himachal have already initiated 
community policing forums, elsewhere beat 
policing in specific areas help establish more 
stable engagement and frequent awareness 
programmes. Regular meetings and workshops 
help dispel misconceptions.

identities as a tool to mobilise THE conflict in Manipur, now in its 19th month, 
support, portraying themselves as the shows few signs of an early resolution. In his 
protectors of one group while address on Vijay Diwas on December 16, 
demonising another.Chief Minister Biren Singh blamed the unrest 

on ‘certain agencies’ that are attempting to This is what happened in Manipur 
destabilise the state. He further cited the role of when the CM’s rhetoric against the 
politically motivated and one-sided Kukis became strident. While he 
information as a major contributor to justified his actions as acting against 
Manipur’s instability. He also claimed that illegal immigrants, drug traffickers 
misinformation had been conveyed to Central and encroachers on forest land, they 
leaders, creating confusion regarding the sparked alienation among the Kukis. 
appropriate course of action. In March 2023, the state government 

withdrew from the Suspension of In evaluating the situation in Manipur, it is 
Operations agreements with the Kuki helpful to reflect on how the Indian State has 
N a t i o n a l  A r m y  a n d  Z o m i  effectively managed insurgencies across the 
Revolutionary Army, signalling an Northeast and why Manipur has now diverged 
end to negotiated peace efforts.as an exception. The Northeast has long been a 

battleground of ethnic assertions, with armed David Lake and Donald Rothchild, in 
m o v e m e n t s  e m e r g i n g  s o o n  a f t e r  their seminal work Containing Fear: 
Independence. These movements, primarily The Origins and Management of 
fuelled by tribal groups asserting their Ethnic Conflict, argue that “stable 
identities, have raised demands ranging from ethnic relations can be understood as 
secession to calls for greater autonomy. The based upon a ‘contract’ between 
Indian State has adopted a two-pronged groups. Such contracts specify, 
approach to address them: overwhelming among other things, the rights and 
military force to establish control and responsibilities, political privileges 
sagacious accommodation of ethnic and access to resources of each 
aspirations. group… ethnic contracts channel 

politics in peaceful directions.”Any The Army initially adopted harsh measures, like 1,000 in 2008 to just 13 in 2022.Manipur represents a 
perceived imbalance in this contract can ignite conflict. the forcible relocation of villages, large-scale cordon- volatile blend of three major communities — Meiteis, 
In Manipur, this imbalance was exacerbated by and-search operations and retributive punishments. The Nagas and Kukis — each with distinct cultural traditions. 
exploitative politics and ethnic activism that created a military’s role in suppressing insurgencies has often All groups maintain armed militant factions, often 
deep polarisation between the Meiteis and Kukis. drawn criticism for human rights violations, yet it regarded as crucial for safeguarding their identity in a 
Violence appeared inevitable, and the spark came in May succeeded in establishing the writ of the State.Alongside, multi-ethnic landscape. The Meiteis, as the majority 
2023 when the Manipur High Court directed the state the government displayed great foresight in addressing community residing in the central valley, have 
government to recommend granting ST status to the the concerns of different ethnic identities. The states of traditionally held significant political power in Manipur. 
Meiteis.Today, the geographical and psychological Nagaland, Mizoram and Meghalaya were carved out of However, they lack the constitutional safeguards 
divide between the Meiteis and Kukis is nearly complete. Assam, while Manipur and Tripura went from UTs to available to the tribal Nagas and Kukis, such as quotas in 
The state forces appear to be helpless actors as armed statehood. Articles 371A, 371C and 371G were education, jobs and land rights. This imbalance has long 
civilian gangs from both sides roam the countryside in incorporated in the Constitution, providing special been a source of tension. Frequent blockades by tribal 
search of defenceless victims. Amid the civil war in provisions for the tribal communities. Autonomous groups to press their political demands also affected the 
Myanmar and instability in Bangladesh, the situation in councils under the Sixth Schedule further empowered Meiteis by disrupting daily life, deepening economic 
Manipur is acquiring a larger national security ethnic groups like Bodos, Dimasas, Karbis, Khasi, Garos woes and worsening inter-community ties.
dimension.We must learn some lessons. Manipur’s and Chakmas, giving them legislative and administrative On the other hand, the tribal communities view the special 
conflict is not just a local crisis but a microcosm of the control over land and local customs. provisions as essential protections against cultural 

A concerted effort was made to get the armed cadre to broader challenges of managing diversity in a pluralistic erosion — protections that they argue are necessary due 
eschew violence through generous surrender society. India’s ethnic mosaic is both its strength and a to their minority status. State and Central governments 
programmes. One criticism of this was that the cadre vulnerability. Handling ethnic diversity is not about have sought to balance a complex interplay of differing 
remained in designated camps and were never absorbed sharpening differences, but embracing them within the types of accommodation — political power for the 
into civil society through rehabilitation and, thus, framework of mutual respect and shared aspirations. The Meiteis and special safeguards for the tribals. While this 
retained their militant group identity. While not perfect, Northeast experience shows that peace is possible when meant that some grievances of the Meiteis remained 
the dual strategy of control and accommodation was governance is inclusive, leadership responsible and unaddressed, a fragile status quo was maintained.In a 
successful in significantly reducing violence in the ethnic harmony treated as the foundation of a resilient sensitive ethnic environment, self-aggrandising 
Northeast, with terror-related deaths dropping from over democracy.politicians can exacerbate conflict by using ethnic 

It is a microcosm of  the broader challenges of  managing diversity in a pluralistic society

Tweaking of  poll rule raises eyebrows

Editorial

As foreign universities set up campuses in India, the existing domestic beacons of literacy face many challenges.

Academic institutions must raise the bar to be future-ready
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