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Maoist menace in Chhattisgarh to
end soon: Amit Shah

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Dec 20: Siliguri: Union home

minister Amit Shah said on Friday that
while Bihar and Jharkhand have become
Naxal-free, the Maoist menace in
Chhattisgarh and the Northeast will soon
be eliminated. He was addressing the 61st
Raising Day of the Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) at the Frontier headquarters in
Ranidanga, Siliguri, West Bengal. “The
SSB played an important role in assisting
the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
and local police in the anti-Naxalite cam-
paign. After four decades, Bihar and
Jharkhand are now Naxal-free. The SSB
has bravely taken up guard in
Chhattisgarh, and the Naxalite movement
is now on the verge of being eradicated,”
Shah said. Ravichandran Ashwin
announces retirement! - For more details
& latest news, read on here He mentioned that
in the past seven years, over 600 Maoists have
been arrested in the region, over 15 killed, and
many others have surrendered. Referring to
the Siliguri corridor, often called the “chicken-
neck” area, Shah said, “The Siliguri corridor is

very important in eastern India. The corridor
between the Mahananda and Teesta rivers is a
crucial route that connects the Northeast with

the rest of India. The SSB’s presence in such a
region has provided the entire country with
assurance and security.” Shah praised the role
of the SSB in securing the 2,450 km long Indo-
Nepal and Indo-Bhutan borders. “The coun-
try’s home minister is not at all worried about

security along the borders with Nepal and
Bhutan, because my SSB jawans are standing
guard there,” Shah said. The SSB has success-

fully removed over 1,100 cases of
encroachment on no-man’s land along
the Nepal border, he added. Speaking
about how the border guarding agency
have controlled the smuggling of drugs,
weapons, forest produce, wildlife, and
fake currency with great efficiency, Shah
said, “Over 4,000 smugglers were arrest-
ed in the past year, and 16,000 kg of
drugs, 208 weapons, and large caches of
ammunition were seized,” Shah said. He
also added that the SSB had apprehend-
ed 183 human traffickers and rescued
301 victims, including 231 girls. “This is a
time to once again vow to bring all anti-
national elements to justice and end all
anti-national activities along the borders
of our friendly nations (Nepal and

Bhutan),” the minister said. In the past 61
years, the SSB has been awarded four Padma
Shris, one Kirti Chakra, six Shaurya Chakras,
two Rashtrapati Veerta Padaks, 25 Police
Veerta Padaks, and 35 Veerta Padaks, Shah
said during the program.

Former Haryana CM Om Prakash Chautala dies
Naresh Malhotra

Gurugram, Dec.20: Indian National Lok
Dal president and five-time Haryana chief
minister Om Prakash Chautala died here on
Friday at the age of 89. Chautala, who
was former deputy prime minister Devi
Lal's son, suffered a cardiac arrest at
his house here and was immediately
rushed to a hospital but could not be
saved, a party spokesperson told. He
breathed his last at around 12 noon in
Medanta hospital, a senior police offi-
cer said. Chautala, who came from a
prominent political family in Haryana
and was face of a prominent regional
outfit, had been facing age-related
health issues in the recent past. He is
survived by two sons and three daugh-
ters. His wife Sneh Lata had passed
away over five years ago. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Haryana
Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini were
among a host of leaders who condoled the
demise of Chautala. Expressing grief, Modi
said on X, "He (Chautala) was active in the
state politics for many years and strove con-
stantly to advance the work of Devi Lal." Saini

said the demise of the INLD supremo is
extremely sad. "My humble tribute to him. He
served the state and society throughout his
life. This is an irreparable loss for the politics
of the country and Haryana state,” Saini said

on X. Former chief minister and senior
Congress leader Bhupinder Singh Hooda
recalled that when Chautala was the chief min-
ister, he was the Leader of Opposition in the
Haryana assembly. Chautala served the peo-

ple of the state. There are many good memo-
ries with him, he said, adding that he was like
his elder brother. Congress leader Randeep
Singh Hooda and Kumari Seja also condoled
the death of Chautala. Born on January 1,

1935, Om Prakash Chautala was the eldest
of the five children of former deputy prime
minister Chaudhary Devi Lal. Chautala
left studies after primary education. In
2013, when Chautala was lodged in Tihar
Jail in connection with the teacher recruit-
ment scam, he passed the class 10 and
then class 12 examination at the age of 82.
He was jailed in 2013 in connection with
the teacher recruitment scam case and
released in 2021. Chautala, his son Ajay
Chautala, and 53 others, including IAS
officer Sanjiv Kumar, were convicted and
sentenced in the case of illegal recruit-
ment of 3,206 junior basic teachers in
2000. The former Haryana chief minister's
younger son Abhay Singh Chautala is a
senior leader of the Indian National Lok

Dal (INLD) while elder one Ajay Singh
Chautala, a former MP, heads the Jannayak
Janta Party, which was born after a vertical
split in the party in December 2018 after a
family feud. 

Kejriwal accuses BJP of calling Purvanchalis
as Rohingyas, deleting their votes

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Dec.20: AAP supremo

Arvind Kejriwal on Friday
accused BJP chief JP Nadda
of equating Purvanchalis with
Rohingyas and Bangladeshi
people, and admitting dele-
tion of their votes in Delhi
ahead of the upcoming
Assembly polls. Taking a dig
at the BJP for not announcing
its chief ministerial face for
the Delhi Assembly polls due
in February, Kejriwal called
the saffron party a "wedding
party without groom". "They
should tell the name. Its a
right of the people to know,"
he said addressing a press
conference here. Kejriwal
accused the BJP of hatching a conspira-
cy to get the names of Purvanchalis in
Delhi deleted from the voters list
because they supported the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) in the elections. "BJP pres-

ident JP Nadda openly admitted in
Parliament deletion of names of
Purvanchalis, Rohingyas and

Bangladeshis. The Purvanchalis are
being called Rohingyas. How can those
who came from UP and Bihar to Delhi
and were settled here for 30-40 years be
called as Rohingya or Bangladeshi?" he

asked. Kejriwal said the AAP workers
will go door to door across Delhi to tell
the Purvnachali people about the BJP's

"conspiracy". AAP's Rajya Sabha
MP from Delhi and a
Purvanchali face of the party,
Sanjay Singh, will undertake
'Ratri Pravas" (night stays) at
Purvanchali dominated areas of
the city to expose the BJP's
"well planned conspiracy", he
said. The issue of deletion of
votes in Delhi was raised in
Parliament by Singh earlier this
week. Nadda claimed the names
of Bangladeshis and Rohingyas
are being removed from the vot-
ers’ list following the process
laid down in the Constitution
and asked the AAP if it was win-
ing with their votes. Singh

claimed that BJP workers had submitted
applications to delete the names of
Hindu voters under false pretences of
labelling them as “Rohingyas” and
“Bangladeshi infiltrators”.

Fadnavis announces judicial probes into Parbhani violence, Beed sarpanch murder
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

Mumbai, Dec. 20: Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis on Friday
announced judicial probes into the
Parbhani violence and the murder of vil-
lage head Santosh Deshmukh in Beed
district. The state will also provide finan-
cial assistance of Rs 10 lakh each to the
kin of Deshmukh and Somnath
Suryawanshi, who died after his arrest
in connection with the violence in
Parbhani over the alleged desecration
of a replica of the Constitution, he said.
Announcing the transfer of Beed
Superintendent of Police, the CM said
the police were found to be lax.
Fadnavis said the abduction and murder
of Deshmukh, sarpanch of Massajog vil-
lage, is already being probed by a spe-
cial investigation team (SIT) under an
IG-rank officer. In addition to that, a judi-
cial probe will be done within three to six
months, he said. The CM assured the
House that those responsible for “unleash-

ing” anarchy in Beed district would be
punished irrespective of their political
links. Sharing the details tied to the
sarpanch murder, Fadnavis said on
December 6, Ashok Ghule, Sudarshan
Ghule and Pratik Ghule went to the site of

an energy project site in Beed district and
beat up the watchman Amardeep
Sonawane and project manager Shivaji
Thopte. Deshmukh was informed about
the incident as the Ghules are from the

neighbouring village, he said. Fadnavis
said that on December 9, Deshmukh's
vehicle was intercepted by a black Scorpio
and another car at a toll naka. He was
pulled out and bundled into the Scorpio,
the CM told the House. Deshmukh was

mercilessly thrashed inside the
car, taken out and again beaten
up. “The accused fled after realis-
ing that Deshmukh had died,” he
said. Fadnavis said Deshmukh's
brother was in touch with one
Vishnu Chate pleading with him
to let go of the sarpanch. Chate
was the former tehsil chief of
NCP in Beed district. Before
Deshmukh's murder, manager
Thopte of the energy company
had filed a police complaint on
November 29 alleging an extor-

tion bid, he said. The complaint said that
one Walmik Karad talked over the phone
to Sunil Shinde and Chate when they were
present at the company's office in
Massajog village. Karad demanded that

the company stop the work. That day,
Sudarshan Ghule also came to the office
and asked the company official to stop
work. Project manager Thopte was subse-
quently called to Parli, where Karad threat-
ened and asked him to either stop the
work or pay Rs 2 crore, Fadnavis said.
“The link between the extortion and mur-
der is being probed. I assure the House
that the mastermind in the case will be
brought to book. If Walmik Karad's
involvement in the murder is established,
action would be taken. His involvement in
the extortion case has been proved,” said
the CM. While Deshmukh was a Maratha,
some of the accused including Chate
belonged to the Other Backward Classes.
This had given a caste angle to the inci-
dent, especially against the backdrop of
the Maratha quota agitation and opposi-
tion by OBCs to it. All those directly and
indirectly involved in these criminal activi-
ties in Beed district will be booked under
MCOCA (Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act), he said. 

SP's Sambhal MP fined
Rs 1.91 crore, electricity

cut off at residence for power theft
ST Correspondent

Lucknow, Dec.20: Electricity Department has
imposed a fine of Rs 1.91 crore on Lok Sabha MP from
Sambhal Zia Ur Rehman and also disconnected the
electricity supply to his residence for alleged power
theft at his residence, an official said on Friday. The
development follows a police case registered on
Thursday against the Samajwadi Party MP under
Section 135 of the Electricity Act, 2003, for theft of elec-
tricity. His father Mamlukur Rehman Barq was also
booked for allegedly threatening officials during the
inspection at their residence in Deepa Sarai area, they
said. "An electricity inspection drive underway in

Sambhal even today. A fine of Rs 1.91 crore has been
imposed on the MP by the Electricity department and
the power supply to his residence has been disconnect-
ed," Sambhal Superintending Engineer Vinod Kumar
told. According to the FIR lodged by the Electricity
Department, an inspection team found evidence of
electricity theft by bypassing the meter and confirmed
illegal power use. The inspection was conducted on
Thursday morning amid heavy security at the MP's
residence. Zia Ur Rehman is among those booked in
connection with the November 24 violence in which
four locals died in a clash with security personnel dur-
ing a court-ordered survey of the Mughal-era Shahi
Jama Masjid in the city's Kot Garvi area.
Superintendent of Police (SP) (Sambhal) Krishna
Kumar Bishnoi had earlier told reporters that at 7.30
am on Thursday electricity department's Santosh
Tripathi was tasked with checking power equipment in
Deepa Sarai area. During the inspection at the MP's
residence, Mamlukur Rehman Barq abused engineers
V K Gangal and Ajay Kumar Sharma and obstructed
government work, he said. The SP said Barq told the
engineer that "the dispensation will change and we will
ruin you". The incident has been video recorded by the
electricity department.

Delhi HC to hear Umar Khalid,
Sharjeel Imam pleas on Jan 7

New Delhi, Dec.20: The Delhi High
Court will on January 7, 2025, hear the bail
pleas of activists Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam
and others accused in a UAPA case connect-
ed to February 2020 riots. A bench of Justices
Navin Chawla and Shalinder Kaur deferred
the hearing after the Delhi police counsel
said the case would be argued by additional
solicitor general S V Raju, who was unavail-
able on Friday. "How do we adjourn bail mat-
ters like this? Last time also these were heard
by a bench and released," the bench said.
The court said it would hear the matter on
the very first of its re-opening post the winter
break. The senior counsel for Khalid Saifi
said the adjournment couldn't be at the cost
of the accused, adding, "He has been in cus-
tody for almost five years." Khalid, Imam and
several others were booked under the anti-
terror law Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) and provisions of the IPC for
allegedly being the "masterminds" of the
February 2020 riots, which left 53 people
dead and over 700 injured. The violence took
place during the protests against the CAA
and NRC. They have sought bail from the
court on the grounds of long period of incar-
ceration and parity with other co-accused
who are on bail. 

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, Dec 20: The Ministry of

External Affairs (MEA) said on Thursday that
India lodged a “strong protest” with Dhaka
over controversial statements made by a key
aide of Bangladesh's interim government,
Mahfuj Alam. Cautioning leaders in the neigh-

bouring country, MEA Spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said New Delhi wants to
"remind all concerned to be mindful of their
public comments". Jaiswal reiterated India's
expression of interest in fostering relations
with the interim government of Bangladesh.
He said such remarks "underline the need for
responsibility in public articulation".
Ravichandran Ashwin announces retirement!
- For more details & latest news, read on here

"We have registered our strong protest on this
issue with the Bangladesh side. We under-
stand that the post being referred to has
reportedly been taken down. We would like to
remind all concerned to be mindful of their
public comments. While India has repeatedly
signalled interest in fostering relations with

the people and the interim government of
Bangladesh, such comments underline the
need for responsibility in public articula-
tion," Jaiswal said at a press conference
today. In a now-deleted Facebook post,
Alam said India should recognise the upris-
ing that forced Sheikh Hasina to resign as
the prime minister of Bangladesh, report-
ed. Hasina was forced to resign after facing
violent protests against reservations in gov-
ernment jobs. She fled Dhaka in a military
plane in August, as mobs threatened her
safety in the capital city. After she fled the
country, her house was ransacked by

mobs. India and Bangladesh's relations have
been strained since the interim government
led by Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus was
formed. New Delhi on Thursday expressed
concern at incidents of violence targeting
Hindus and other minorities in Bangladesh
and said the interim government in Dhaka
has the primary responsibility of protecting
their life and liberty. 

India registers 'strong protest' with Dhaka
over remarks by Bangladesh leader

New Delhi, Dec 20: Referring to the
showdown between Congress and the BJP
over BR Ambedkar, MP Shashi Tharoor
stated that the Parliament has failed to fulfil
its responsibilities and let the country's peo-

ple down.  Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
speaks to the media at Parliament during
the Winter Session “Most of our MPs are
disappointed. I think that there are a lot of
major issues to be discussed in our country,
including unemployment, price rise,
Manipur, Sambhal violence broke out just

as Parliament was starting. Sadly, most of
this time has been wasted in disruption," he
told news agency. Ravichandran Ashwin
announces retirement! - For more details &
latest news, read on here He noted that

while constructive work was
done in parliamentary commit-
tees, constant disruption in par-
liamentary proceedings had pre-
vented the house from function-
ing effectively. Tharoor also
hoped that the central govern-
ment would reach out to the
opposition and come to an under-
standing to allow the smooth
operation of parliamentary dis-
cussions. “To my mind,
Parliament is a forum for debate,
discussion, and disagreements
certainly but not for disruption.

There was an agreement reached between
the government and the opposition in the
first week that the opposition could protest
outside but inside work would continue. It
went on for 2-3 days. But thereafter, we
ended up once again with a complete break-
down,” the MP said.

'We have let the people of India
down': Shashi Tharoor
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Noida. As it searches for ways to walkway from the T1 station links up about options for metro rail  
connect  Jewar,  where  Noida with the T1 station of Airport Express connectivity between Noida airport 
International Airport will begin Line). So, it already gives the city and IGI along the Noida Expressway.
operations next year, Noida is likely to direct and indirect connectivity to both Initially, DMRC had prepared a detailed 
first see its metro link with Delhi's IGI terminals.The proposed Gold Line project report (DPR) to link NIA with 
Airport improve greatly.Delhi Metro extension will open a second metro IGI Airport via the expressway. 
Rail Corporation (DMRC), which route to IGI airport, besides access to However, this proposal was shelved 
Noida consults on all its metro the Blue Line via Botanical  after UP govt decided to look at the 
projects, has proposed a direct link to Garden.The proposal is being studied rapid rail option – a 72km corridor 
Aerocity – and from there to Terminal with interest because, in combination connecting Ghaziabad, Greater Noida 
3 after an interchange – by extending with Aqua Line's expressway leg, it and Noida airport. This was thought to 
the Gold Line to Kalindi Kunj. Gold will extend the metro grid all the way be more economically viable and 
Line, which is at an advanced stage of to Pari Chowk in Greater Noida and capable of serving a larger population.
construction, links Aerocity and fill to an extent the mass transit gap Following discussions, DMRC's chief 
Tughlakabad. From Tughlakabad, a from NCR's second international project manager (8) Shiv Om Dwivedi 
5km extension can bring Gold Line airport in Jewar. Pari Chowk and wrote to Singh on Dec 13, proposing 
trains to Kalindi Kunj.Should this Jewar are 40km apart. On the Yamuna the 5km elevated Gold Line corridor 
proposal be accepted and funding Expressway, that's not a long drive. that would boost future connectivity 
come through – the approximate cost N o i d a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  with Pari Chowk.
is Rs 950 crore – Kalindi Kunj and announced last week it will launch its  DMRC has suggested two metro 
Botanical Garden just across the own taxi service. Noida is also stations at Sarita Vihar Depot and 
Yamuna will become focal points of exploring connecting the new airport M a d a n p u r  K h a d a r  o n  t h i s  
the city's metro grid.Both places have with other important points by extension.Singh said the proposal 
Magenta Line stations. Botanical bus.Other proposals to connect Noida would be presented to CM Yogi 
Garden is already a major interchange airport with other parts of NCR like Adityanath for approval. "The 
station for the Blue and Magenta lines building a rapid rail corridor from the project's future depends on the CM's 
and will become a trijunction when the Delhi-Meerut Namo Bharat line are review of the proposal and how 
11km expressway leg of Noida long-term plans that are on the funding could be achieved," he added. 
Metro's Aqua Line, starting at Sector drawing board.The DMRC proposal Singh noted that while rapid rail could 
142, gets built (that proposal has been came as Yamuna Expressway take more than five years to become 
passed and is awaiting central Industrial Development Authority operational, this metro project would 
clearance). Magenta Line goes (YEIDA) CEO Arun Vir Singh held provide connectivity between IGI and 
directly to Terminal 1 of IGI (a discussions with DMRC officials Pari Chowk within three years.

Gurgaon colleges to switch to hybrid 
mode as air quality drops

Noida-Aerocity metro link proposed, 
can take shape via DMRC Gold Line

to be closed by Dec and remained shut for Ghaziabad. Police on Thursday arrested 
about a year, resulting in a rent liability of two people – a business partner and 
Rs 48 lakh. Consequently, the partners landlord's relative – on charges of 
had to sell the club in 2023 and incurred abetment to suicide, two days after a 
large losses. To recover from this, couple died by hanging themselves at 
Dhairya repeatedly asked Pankaj for their rented house in Shalimar Garden 
money, but he refused to pay," the DCP Extension-2.Pankaj Singh (51) and his 
said.According to police, Pankaj was wife Reena (48) were found by a family 
involved with Vestige, a pyramid scheme member hanging from ceiling fans in two 
marketing firm, but his offices for the separate rooms of their house on Tuesday.
company in Ghaziabad also shut down in The suicide appeared to have been planned 
Nov-Dec 2022.The notes also spoke by the couple, who had sent their 12-year-
about troubles the couple faced with their old son to their grandfather's house in the 
rented apartment. Pankaj mentioned city hours before hanging themselves. 
paying Rs 5 lakh to one Madan Lal in Initial investigation indicated that the 
2018 for the house.But after Lal died couple was burdened with debts 
during the pandemic, the property was Harendra Khadkhadi, Rohit and Sandeep threatened to kill me and my family," exceeding Rs 50 lakh.Police found notes 
bought by Thoo Leutine Chote — a under section 108 (abetment to suicide) of Pankaj wrote, alleging that Negi took written by Pankaj and Reena, in which 
Manipur resident who allegedly harassed BNS," the DCP said.The other FIR was lakhs from him to get his brother bailed they named a dozen people – including 
him regularly over rent.Chote would based on Reena's note, which also names out and has an uncle in Delhi Police who the two arrested on Thursday – for 
frequently send police to pressure the Thoo Leutine Chote, Negi and Harendra protects him. Harendra, Rohit and threatening them over the loans and 
couple to vacate the property, the note Khadkhadi, apart from Rajat Tomar, Sandeep – Pankaj wrote – "extorted cheating them.On Thursday, cops 
alleged."Their relative (Chote's) Shyam Prabhat Kumar and Pankaj's ex-wife lakhs" from him, opened a club and arrested Pankaj's business partner 
Singh, who probably lives near Palam in Meenu, he said.According to the notes, siphoned off his investments, leaving him Dhairya Negi, a Ghaziabad resident, and 
Delhi, came to threaten me three or four the largest chunk of debt that Pankaj in a debt he "can't repay" even if he Shyam Singh, a Manipuri living in Delhi 
times with some men," Pankaj wrote. accrued was because a restaurant venture "wanted to".The DCP said that Dhairya who is a relative of the couple's landlord. 
Overwhelmed with their situation, Pankaj failed to take off in Delhi a few years ago. told them during interrogation that they DCP (Trans-Hindon) Nimish Patil said 
said in the note that he was "completely Dhairya, police said, was involved in that had opened a club ‘4 Quarters' in Delhi's two FIRs were registered over the case.
broke. "So now, we are taking this step. venture. Pankaj said in his note that Cross River Mall in Oct 2021."The rent "One FIR was registered at Shalimar 
It's better to die once than to die every day "Dhairya Negi is the only person who was Rs 4 lakh per month. Due to certain Garden police station against Dhairya 
like this," he said.defrauded us, blackmailed us and reasons, including Covid-19, the club had Negi, Shyam Singh, Thoo Leutine Chote, 

Days after couple found hanging in 
Ghaziabad home, 2 arrested for abetment

Met factors keep Noida air quality 
‘very poor’ for fourth straight day

Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Delhi was 497 on Nov 6, 2016. Twice, on the city. This has also caused the trapping Noida. The city's air quality further 
Noida's AQI is likely to be severe on Nov 18 this year and Nov 13, 2019, the of pollutants. Though the wind picked up deteriorated but remained in the 'very 
Friday and very poor on the weekend due AQI was 494.No relief is expected on briefly during the day, reaching up to 15 poor' category for the fourth consecutive 
to  unfavourable  meteorological  Friday with the air quality forecast to kmph, it again slowed down without day. According to the Central Pollution 
c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  d i s p e r s i o n  o f  remain in the ‘severe' zone. "Since a significantly improving the air quality."Control Board (CPCB), Noida's air 
pollutants.Meanwhile, a grim greyness feeble western disturbance is impacting quality index (AQI) was 367, up from 357 The city also recorded moderate fog on 
hung over the city on Thursday. The AQI the region, winds have been mostly light," the day before.Ghaziabad's AQI also Thursday, with the lowest visibility 
of 451, which was just at the ‘severe plus' said a Met official. "Due to the western deteriorated to 386 from the previous recorded at the base weather station in 
level, made it the worst Dec day in three disturbance, moisture-laden easterly to day's 375.Greater Noida's AQI, at 322, Safdarjung of 250 metres at 7am. The 
years, with a higher AQI recorded last on south-easterly winds are blowing across was nearly the same as Wednesday's 321. visibility increased to 300m at 8am.
Dec 26, 2021, at 459. Experts said the Noida's Sector 62 monitoring station 
slow winds, low temperature and fog registered a ‘severe' AQI of 427 and a 
created conditions that prevented any PM2.5 level as high as 500 μg/m3 on 
dispersal of pollutants.Thursday, followed by sectors 125, 116, 

The CPCB data showed Delhi's AQI at 451 and 1, with ‘very poor' readings of 385, 
at 8am on Thursday, which rose to 457 at 341, and 316, respectively.
1pm before dipping back to 451 at 4pm. In Greater Noida, monitoring stations at 
Thursday was the third consecutive day Knowledge Park 3 and 5 recorded AQI 
when the pollution mark surpassed 400. levels of 299 (poor) and 345 (very poor), 
CPCB measures AQI on a scale of 0-500, respectively.Two of Ghaziabad's 
where 400 indicates ‘severe' pollution monitoring stations, Indirapuram and 
and a reading of over 450 means ‘severe Loni, recorded 'severe' AQI levels at 425 
plus' pollution.Dec 2023 recorded three and 421, respectively. Vasundhara and 
‘severe' days with an AQI high of 450. Sanjay Nagar stations reported relatively 
The highest ever AQI recorded in the lower readings of 367 and 329 but were 
month of Dec is 469 on Dec 21, 2017. ‘very poor'. Particularly concerning were 
Data from CPCB, which started PM 2.5 and PM 10 levels in Loni and 
calculating AQI from April 2015, shows Indirapuram, exceeding 500 μg/m3 on 
that the highest ever AQI recorded in Thursday morning.According to the 

Clear 10k tonnes of  
demolition waste daily 

from city, MCG told
Gurgaon. MCG officials have been asked to 

make arrangements to lift 10,000 tonnes of 
construction and demolition (C&D) waste 
daily.In a review meeing of the Solid Waste 
Environment  Exigency Programme 
(SWEEP), divisional commissioner RC 
Bidhan told MCG officials ensure registration 
of vehicles collecting C&D waste area-wise 
and that their rates be fixed.

"The process of collecting C&D waste from 
various locations across the city should be 
accelerated to make the city appear clean as 
soon as possible. Arrangements should be 
made to collect at least 10,000 tonnes of C&D 
waste daily," said Bidhan in the meeting.

MCG officials said dumping garbage and debris 
in public places in the city is a punishable 
offence, and the municipal corporation is 
continuously taking action against the 
offenders. This includes seizing vehicles, 
filing FIRs against drivers and owners at 

relevant police stations, and imposing heavy 
fines.On Thursday, Balpreet Singh, MCG 
additional commissioner, inspected the areas 
of illegal waste dumping. He visited several 
locations and caught five vehicles dumping 
waste or debris on the spot.

During the inspection, Singh filed an FIR 
against the tractor-trolley owner and driver of 
two rickshaws who were found dumping 
garbage near Sikanderpur metro pillar number 
48 and initiated the process to seize the 
vehicles.

Lift maintenance fee high Noida calls makers’ meet

News box

Ghaziabad.In its initial assessment for the Eastern 
Orbital Rail project, the Haryana Rail Infrastructure 
Development Corporation (HRIDC) has suggested 
constructing this corridor within the boundary of EPE, 
or beyond it.HRIDC on Thursday presented the draft 
feasibility report to Ghaziabad Development Authority 
(GDA), the designated coordinator for the project, 
along with officials of NCR Planning Cell, UP's 
industrial development authority UPSIDA and the 
state's rail transport corporation UPSRTC. The orbital 
rail project involves building a railway network that 
will run along the Eastern and Western peripheral 
expressways – EPE and WPE – in effect, skirting Delhi 
without crossing the capital.The two expressways, 
each about 135km long.

Orbital Rail’s 90km eastern 
corridor project on UP table

Ghaziabad/Noida. Due to cold waves and rising 
pollution levels over the past four days, hospitals 
reported a sharp rise in patients, particularly those 
with diabetes, hypertension, and respiratory illnesses. 
Doctors said the increase in cardiac and diabetic 
patients is due to decreased physical activities in 
winter, less water intake, and severe pollution 
exposure.Doctors at MMG Hospital in Ghaziabad 
maintained that there were at least 750 cases of 
diabetes and cardiac issues in the last four days, 
alongside 500 respiratory cases. Noida hospitals faced 
a similar situation, with over 500 daily respiratory 
cases showing symptoms like itchy eyes, runny nose, 
throat infection, etc., in the past few days.

"We've seen a significant spike in diabetes and cardiac 
complaints, primarily due to the cold wave. Reduced 
physical activity during winter exacerbates these 
conditions. Every day, 200-250 patients visit our 
outpatient department with similar issues," said 
Rakesh Kumar, chief medical superintendent at MMG 
Hospital.Doctors emphasised that the drop in physical 
activity, reduced water intake, and prolonged 
exposure to severe pollution during winter are key 
factors behind the surge.Dr Mayank Saxena, 
additional director of pulmonology at Fortis Hospital 
in Noida, explained that individuals with diabetes and 
cardiac issues have weaker immune systems, making 
them more vulnerable to infections."Pollutants, 
particularly PM2.5 particles, are so small that they can 
enter the bloodstream through the lungs and travel to 
vital organs, impairing their function. For patients 
with diabetes, hypertension, or other conditions like 
renal or cardiac diseases, exposure to such pollutants 
can lead to severe complications, sometimes requiring 
ICU admission," he added.

A senior doctor at Noida's district hospital said, 
"Patients with pre-existing conditions such as asthma 
and bronchitis are the worst affected. In just one 
outpatient department, around 60 patients reported 
severe respiratory issues, particularly during early 
morning and evening hours. Across five OPDs, over 
500 cases were recorded in four days."

Gurgaon. Haryana govt has kicked off major 
administrative overhaul, with plans to carve out 
four new districts after municipal elections. 
Manesar emerges as a prime candidate due to its 
industrial importance and demographic growth. A 
committee headed by cabinet minister Krishan Lal 
Panwar has been tasked with evaluating proposals 
and submitting its report within two months.anesar, 
which is now part of Gurgaon, has consistently 
sought district status. Its substantial industrial and 
urban development has put pressure on current 
administrative systems. Being a crucial centre for 
manufacturing and logistics, the district status 
could enhance administrative efficiency, 
infrastructure development and public services.A 
senior official in Chandigarh said, "For forming a 
new district, administration officials have been 
instructed to submit detailed reports on the areas to 
be included. The report will outline which 
constituencies, sub-divisions, cities, towns, tehsils, 
sub-tehsils, block committees and villages will be 
part of the proposed district." Once these reports are 
submitted by deputy commissioners, the cabinet 
sub-committee will deliberate on the matter. After 
the committee finalises its decision, the report will 
be forwarded to chief minister for approval.s

Manesar, part of  Gurgaon, 
likely to become a district

Noida, Gzb see rise in 
diabetes, cardiac & 
respiratory cases amid cold 
& pollution

Noida: Noida Authority has taken strict action against 
Skytech Construction Pvt Ltd for defaulting on 
payment dues for its group housing project, Skytech 
Matrott, located in Sector 76. Despite repeated notices, 
the builder failed to clear outstanding dues of over Rs 
30 crore.Consequently, the Authority sealed 27 unsold 
flats in the project on the directions of its chief 
executive officer Lokesh M. Earlier, in September, the 
Authority sealed five flats in the same project for non-
compliance.The developer failed to avail of the state 
govt's rehabilitation policy for stalled projects and pay 
25% of the total revised dues after deducting interest 
and penal interest for the two-year Covid-19 relief 
period between April 2020 and March 2022.

A 20,900-square-metre group housing plot was allotted 
to Skytech on March 3, 2010, with the lease deed 
executed on July 30 that year. The developer had 
launched the Skytech Matrott project, comprising over 
700 apartments, but failed to clear dues against the plot.

Under the state's rehabilitation policy issued in Dec 2023, 
developers were given the option to settle their dues. 
Skytech initially deposited Rs 1 crore but failed to pay 
the remaining amount despite multiple notices issued 
on May 27, July 8, and August 14 this year.

Of the 716 sanctioned units in Matrott, 474 units were 
registered. This month, the Authority also cancelled 
the allotment of a 14,000-square-metre plot to Docile 
Buildtech Pvt Ltd, a subsidiary of Logix Group, in 
Sector 143 over non-payment of Rs 130 crore dues.

As builder dues mount to Rs 
30cr, Noida seals 27 flats

students and their parents," Gurgaon. The administration has 
said the order.The move is in directed all institutions of higher 
line with the implementation education to operate in hybrid mode 
of stage IV actions under until Dec 21. This came after school 
GRAP.Ajay Kumar, deputy authorities were directed to continue 
commissioner, said all conducting classes for 9th and 11th 
restrictions under GRAP 4 in hybrid mode until further notice.
are being strictly enforced in The decision is prompted by concerns 
the district to control the over the deteriorating air quality as 
rising pollution levels.On the city recorded an air quality index 
Dec 17, the administration (AQI) of 355 keeping it in ‘very 
issued a work-from-home poor' category on Thursday.

hybrid mode."Where online mode is a d v i s o r y  f o r  p r i v a t e  The orders direct registrars of all state 
possible, classes should be conducted institutions while the govt and private and private universities, principals of 
both physically and online. The option schools, except for the 10th and 12th govt colleges, and govt-aided and 
to use the online education mode, grades, were asked to operate in online private colleges in the district to 
where available, will be with the and offline mode.ensure the implementation of the 

agencies to submit a list of all their lifts Noida. The Noida district administration 
installed in the city along with their called a meeting of lift makers and 
locations. "We will review compliance manufacturers on Friday to discuss 
with the act and direct agencies to maintenance rates of lifts following the 
register their lifts and adhere to implementation of UP Lift and Escalator 
guidelines," said additional district Act, 2024. Residents complained that 
magistrate (ADM), finance and since the act mandates manufacturers to 
revenue, Atul Kumar."While the provide maintenance, the lift makers 
administration cannot set a rate for have increased their prices.Officials 
maintenance agencies, we will urge said they will discuss the matter with the 
them to keep the rates minimum for lift makers to find a ‘midway' that 
housing societies," the ADM said. addresses residents' concerns as well as 
Residents have raised concerns over a covers the costs of the lift maintenance. 
provision in the act that mandates .Officials said they will also ask the 

New Delhi, Saturday, 21 December 2024

Gurgaon.With low
wind speeds and a drop in
temperature, the city's air
quality worsened on
Saturday recording an air
quality index (AQI) of 198,
up from 168 on Friday.
While the air quality
remained ‘moderate' for
the fifth time this month, it
was just a few points shy of
being in the ‘poor' catego-
ry.Of the four monitoring
stations in the city, Teri
Gram recorded the worst
AQI at a 'poor' 218, fol-
lowed by Sector 51 (213),
Gwal Pahari (200) and
Vikas Sadan
(175).Following the
Supreme Court's revoca-
tion of GRAP 4 on Dec 5,
the region is currently
under GRAP 2, under
which residents are
advised to limit the use of
private vehicles and follow

guidelines regarding the
operation of diesel genera-
tors. On Saturday, the
city's wind speed plum-
meted to 3 kmph from 7
kmph the previous
day.The System of Air
Quality and Weather
Forecasting and Research
(Safar) predicted that pol-
lution levels in NCR will
continue to worsen over
the next six days, with
AQI expected to reach the
‘poor' and ‘very poor' cate-
gories.Safar also noted
that wind speeds below 3
kmph would lead to air-
borne pollutants remain-
ing suspended in the air,
exacerbating the pollution
levels.The levels of PM2.5,
toxic particles that can
penetrate into the lungs
and enter the blood-

stream, also increased,
HSPCB said. While the
permissible PM2.5 limit is
60 µg/m³, the levels at
Teri Gram rose from 123
µg/m³ on Friday to 308
µg/m³ on Saturday. At
Sector 51, PM2.5
increased from 264 µg/m³
to 321 µg/m³, while at
Vikas Sadan, it went from
148 µg/m³ to 220 µg/m³.
At Gwal Pahari, the level
jumped from 130 µg/m³
on Friday to 318 µg/m³ on
Saturday. PM2.5 can lead
to serious health condi-
tions such as asthma,
stroke, and heart and lung
diseases. HSPCB officials
have pointed out that
localised factors, especial-
ly dust from unregulated

construction activities and
unpaved roads contribute
majorly to the city's poor
air quality. "Dust is a pri-
mary cause of pollution,
and we will take measures
to reduce it," said Vijay
Chaudhary, the regional
officer of HSPCB. Air pol-
lution has become a year-
round problem for Delhi-
NCR, especially during
the winter, when adverse
weather conditions trap
pollutants in a toxic haze. 

NAME CHANGE
I,Naresh  Kumar Yadav S/O Rohtash
Yadav R/O ,A -114,Naharpur ,Sector-7,
Rohini North West , Delhi -110085  have
changed my name to Naresh Yadav for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I,CHITRANJAN KUMAR  S/O
BHATAN PRASAD residence of F-
63/6 SECONDFLOOR FLAT NO-202
CHHATTARPUR EXTENSION  have
changed my name to CHITARANJAN
KUMAR  for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, NASHRU S/O NIZAM residing at V-
1387, GALI NO 8-A, VIJAY PARK,
MAUJPUR, DELHI -110053. Have
changed my name to NASROO for all
future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, GOVIND RAM SWAMI Father of
No. 14938921W Rank-NK Name-
MANOJ KUMAR SWAMI Presently
residing at VPO-LALASARI, TEH-
DIDWANA, DIST-NAGAUR,
RAJASTHAN-341303 have changed
my name from GOVIND RAM
SWAMI to GOVINDA RAM for all
future purposes, in my son’s service
record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/07/1950 instead of my
correct date of birth as 01/01/1942
Vide Affidavit dated 20/12/2024
before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SAVITRI DEVI Mother of No.
14938921W Rank-NK Name-MANOJ
KUMAR SWAMI Presently residing at
VPO-LALASARI, TEH-DIDWANA,
DIST-NAGAUR, RAJASTHAN-
341303 have changed my name from
SAVITRI DEVI to SAVITRI for all
future purposes, in my son’s service
record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/07/1955 instead of my
correct date of birth as 01/01/1950
Vide Affidavit dated 20/12/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi. 

NAME CHANGE
I, NAVNEET GOEL S/O SUNIL
KUMAR GOEL R/O 2510, SECTOR -
16, KHERI KALAN (113) FARIDABAD,
HARYANA - 121002, I have changed
my name from NAVNEET TO
NAVNEETGOELfor all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, PUNIT KUMAR JAIN S/O JAI
KUMAR JAIN R/O 1633/116, GANESH
PURA TRI NAGAR, ONKAR NAGAR,
DELHI - 110035, I have changed my
name from PUNIT JAIN TO PUNIT
KUMAR JAIN for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, DHARAMVEER SINGH S/O KIRAN
PAL residing at F-13, GHAZIPUR VIL-
LAGE, DELHI-110096. Have changed
my name to DHARMVEER SINGH for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANITA DEVI W/O ASHOK SHARMA
R/O RAMTARI, PO: LAI, DIST: PATNA,
BIHAR - 801112, I have changed my
name from ANITASHARMATO ANITA
DEVI for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Dhruv Kumar Sharma S/O Ashok
kumar Sharma R/O 59, Street NO-12,
Sarojini Park, Shastri Nagar, Gandhi
Nagar East Delhi -110031 Have
Changed my name to Dhruv Sharma
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SURENDER SINGH SHAHI S/O,
PRATAP SINGH SHAHI R/O. 5/209
DAKSHINPURI EXTN NEW DELHI-
110062 ,I HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SURENDER SINGH FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN THAT MY CLIENT SH.
ASHOK KUMAR GUPTA S/O SH. BAIJ
NATH GUPTA, R/O. J-2 190, GALI
NO.4, GUPTA COLONY, SANGAM
VIHAR, HAMDARD NAGAR, NEW
DELHI AADHAR NO. 679079137653
HEREBY SEVERED ALL THEIR
RELATION HAS DEBARRED AND
DISINHERITED HIS SON AND
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW DEEPAK
KUMAR GUPTA S/O. SH. ASHOK
KUMAR GUPTA AND KAJAL KUMARI
W/O. DEEPAK KUMAR GUPTA FROM
ALL HIS PROPERTIES, BOTH MOV-
ABLE AND IMMOVABLE. MY CLIENT
HAS NO CONTROL OVER HIS SON
AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, WHO
HAVE NO RESPECT AND REGARD
FOR MY CLIENT ANY BODY DEAL-
ING WITH THEM IN ANY MANNER
WILL DO SO AT THEIR OWN RISK
AND CONSEQUENCES.

ARABINDA NAYAK
Advocate Ch. No. 245-A, Lawyer's

Chamber Block District Court
Complex, Saket, New Delhi-17

NAME CHANGE
I, Jyoti D/O Krishan Pal Singh R/O Flat
NO A-1-1902, Tower A-1, Amarpali
Silicon City SEC 76, Noida, Maharishi
Nagar , Gautam Budha Nagar UP-
201304 Have Changed my name to
Jyoti Singh for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SUNIL SINGHAL
alias SUNIL KUMAR S/o MANIRAM
R/o A-65, II & III Floor, Near Ram
Mandir, Surajmal Vihar Delhi, East
Delhi, Delhi-110092, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
SUNIL KUMAR, for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, JUHI AGGARWAL W/o ANUBHAV
SHUKLA R/O B-53, Jain Mandir
Gali, Shakarpur, East Delhi, Delhi-
110092, have changed the name of
my minor son VEDAANT SHUKLA
aged 03 years and he shall hereafter
be known as NISHANT AGGARW-
AL, for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as RAVINDER
SHARMA alias RAVINDER KUMAR
alias RAVINDER SUNGER S/o RAM
KUMAR R/o 459, Bhramputra Market
Sector-28, Noida, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201301, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as RAVINDER SUNGER, for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SHOAIB S/o RAHIL
R/o House No. 97, Main Gurgaon Road,
Near Old Chaupal, Najafgarh, Dindar
Pur, South West Delhi, Delhi-110043,
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as AARAV. I have
changed my name only, not my religion.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as PINKY DEVI D/o
KIRPAL RAJAK, and W/o SUNIL
BAITHAresiding at WZ B-9, Hari Nagar,
South West Delhi, Delhi-110064, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as PINKI DEVI, for all future
purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Satyendra Singh S/o-Budhi Singh
Negi R/o F-96B , Janta Garden,
Pandav Nagar Delhi -110091 have
changed my name from Satyendra
Singh to Satender Singh Negi for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sushil kumar S/o Ram mehar Singh
R/o RZ-75B, Gopal Mandir lane, dabri
extension, south west delhi -110045
have changed my name from Sushil
kumar to Sushil kumar nain for all future
purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Swati w/o Sushil kumar nain R/o RZ-
75B, Gopal Mandir lane, dabri exten-
sion, south west delhi -110045 have
changed my name from Swati to Swati
nain for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, VIMAL Mother of No-15424118A,
Rank-HAV, Name-SACHIN SHIVAJI
GAWANDE residing at PLOT NO-29,
SIDDESHWAR NAGAR, PO-HAR-
SOOL, TEHSIL & DIST- CHHATRAP-
ATI SAMBHAJI NAGAR
(AURANGABAD), MAHARASHTRA-
431008 have changed my name from
VIMAL to VIMAL SHIVAJI GAVANDE
for all future purposes and in my son’s
service records my date of birth wrong-
ly mentioned as 01/07/1960 instead of
my correct date of birth as 01/07/1961
vide Affidavit dated 20/12/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Jugal
Kishor Saini S/o Late Mr. Harish
Chand is the owner of Freehold
Residential Plot No. 58 area meas-
uring 154.98 Sq. Yards out of
Khasra No. 168 situated
Jawaharganj, Tehsil & District
Hapur, Uttar Pradesh. By Virtue of
Gift Deed dated 11.12.2024 duly
registered as Document No. duly
registered as Document No. 10812
in Book No. 1, Volume No. 14221
on Pages No. 211-228, SRO I
HAPUR on dated 11.12.2024., now
our client is declaring that that any
other Person does not have any
right over the said property, and
same property sold too be Mrs.
Priyanka Sharma W/o Mr. Nitin
Sharma and same has been
finance by AAVAS FINANCIERS
LIMITED Branch: Hapur, Uttar
Pradesh. If any person is having
objection right of claim against the
said property, contact to under-
signed along with supporting docu-
ments within 07 days from the date
of publication of this notice and or
the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained.

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs. Ram
Roshni W/o Mr. Subhash Chand is
the owner of Freehold Residential
House No. Municipal Corporation 1-
1/1005 Part of Plot No. 6 area
measuring 48.69 Sq. Yards i.e.
40.89 Sq. Mtrs out of Khasra No.
2695 situated in the Village Asauda,
Mohalla Srinagar, Tehsil & District
Hapur, U.P. By Virtue of Sale Deed
dated 20.10.2023 duly registered at
the office of Sub-Registrar-Hapur-II,
as Document No. 10034, in Book
No. 1, Volume No. 7680 on Pages
No. 57-82 on dated 20.10.2023., in
the chain documents below men-
tioned documents not available i.e.
(1) Original Sale Deed dated
14.09.2005, (2) Original Sale Deed
dated 25.02.2010, (3) Original Sale
Deed dated 30.01.2013 & (4) Sale
Deed dated 18.03.2015 executed
by Mrs. Vandana Sodi in favour of
Mrs. Varsha Garg W/o Mr. Vijay
Kumar Garg & Mr. Vijay Kumar
Garg S/o Late Mr. Mahendra Kumar
Garg which is duly registered at the
office of Sub-Registrar-Hapur-II, as
Document No. 1843, in Book No. 1,
Volume No. 3915 on Pages No.
257-300 on dated 18.03.2015.now
our client is declaring that that any
other Person does not have any
right over the said property, and
Same property sold too be Mrs.
Anita Sharma W/o Mr. Rakesh
Sharma and same has been
finance by AAVAS FINANCIERS
LIMITED Branch: Hapur Uttar
Pradesh.  If any person(s) have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect
to the` right, title or interest in the
Said Property then contact us with-
in 07 days from the date of
Publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found by
anyone. Thereafter no claim shall
be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

NAME CHANGE
I, AISHA BEGUM W/O MOHD
AKHLAQUE SIDDIQUE R/O H NO.
31, KHASRANO-621/3, HABIB COM-
POUND, JASSI PURA, GHAZIABAD,
UP-201001, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME AISHA SIDDIQUE FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I, Seema Kumari W/o Manoj Kumar
Singh R/o E-90/1, Raj Nagar-2, Palam
Colony, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110077 Have Changed My Name To
Seema Singh For All Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, PARUL VERMA S/o L R VERMA
R/o 3, A-Block, Indira Park, Najafgarh,
South West Delhi, Delhi-110043, have
changed the name of my minor
daughter TANISHKA VERMA alias
RIYA ROHILLA aged 16 years and
she shall hereafter be known as RIYA
ROHILLA, for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
VIDYA SHANKAR JHA S/o NAVEEN
JHA R/o 53, A-Block, Gauri Shankar
Enclave, Part-1, Prem Nagar-3, Kirari
Suleman Nagar, PO: Sultanpuri C-
Block, Dist.: North West Delhi, Delhi-
110086, declare that name of mine
and my minor son have been wrongly
written as VIDHYA SHANKAR JHA
and SUNNY in my minor son namely
SUNNY JHA aged 12 years in his
School Record. The actual name of
mine and my minor son are VIDYA
SHANKAR JHA and SUNNY JHA
respectively.

NAME CHANGE
I, Manoj Kumar S/o Bindeshwari
Prasad Singh R/o E-90/1, Raj Nagar-
2, Palam Colony, South West Delhi,
Delhi-110077, Have Changed My
Name To Manoj Kumar Singh For All
Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Rita Kumari W/o Shailendra Kumar
Singh R/o E-90/1, Raj Nagar-2, Palam
Colony, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110077, Have Changed My Name To
Reeta Singh For All Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Smiriti D/o Krishan Ballabh Pathak
R/o H.No-55, Gali No-2, Durga Mata
Mandir, Defence Colony, Bhondsi,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122102 Have
Change My Name To Smriti Pathak
For All Future Purpose

Wind speed comes down, city’s air
quality inches close to ‘poor’



WORLD 4

Karachi, Pakistan.In Pakistan's largest symbol. People have one or two have one or two pickups behind them," 
city, cars inch forward in bumper-to- pickups behind them," said Fahad said Fahad Nazir, a car dealer based in 
bumper traffic. But some seamlessly Nazir, a car dealer based in Karachi. Karachi.
carve through the jam: SUVs flanked Vehicle for politicsThe Hilux debuted in Vehicle for politics
by Toyota Hilux pickup trucks. 1968, but the model that became The Hilux debuted in 1968, but the model 

The Hilux has become a symbol of popular in Pakistan was the mid-2000s that became popular in Pakistan was the 
power, affluence and intimidation in a Hilux Vigo.It was later upgraded and mid-2000s Hilux Vigo.It was later 
society marked by significant class rebranded as the Revo, with prices upgraded and rebranded as the Revo, 
divisions."The vehicle carries an image ranging from 10 to 15 million rupees with prices ranging from 10 to 15 
that suggests anyone escorted by one ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 3 6 , 0 0 0  t o  million rupees (approximately $36,000 
must be an important figure," 40-year- $54,000).Their prices have remained to $54,000).Their prices have remained 
old politician Usman Perhyar told AFP. steady and they retain excellent resale steady and they retain excellent resale 

value in a market traditionally "It has everything -- showiness, added value in a market traditionally 
dominated by their manufacturer, security and enough space for several dominated by their manufacturer, 
Toyota."Amongst whatever luxury people to sit in the open cargo bed." Toyota."Amongst whatever luxury 
items we have, this is the fastest-selling items we have, this is the fastest-selling On Karachi's chaotic roads, Hiluxes part 
item," car seller Nazir told AFP.Dealers item," car seller Nazir told AFP.Dealers the traffic - speeding up behind cars and 
say there was a spike in rentals during say there was a spike in rentals during flashing their lights demanding drivers 
February's national elections."I swear February's national elections."I swear move out of their way.The Hilux first 
to God, you can't run an election to God, you can't run an election became popular among feudal elites for 
without a Revo," said Sajjad Ali without a Revo," said Sajjad Ali its reliability in rural and mountain 
Soomro, a provincial parliamentarian Soomro, a provincial parliamentarian regions.But in recent years, the "Dala", 
from Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e- from Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-as it is locally known, has soared in 
Insaf (PTI) party.In the eastern city of Insaf (PTI) party.In the eastern city of popularity as an escort vehicle among 
Gujrat, politician Ali Warraich -- from Gujrat, politician Ali Warraich -- from newly successful urban business 
the ruling Pakistan Muslim League- the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-owners.Guards with faces wrapped in 
Nawaz party -- finds it essential to Nawaz party -- finds it essential to scarves and armed with AK-47s can be 
travel with an escort of two of the travel with an escort of two of the packed into the back of the truck, its 
trucks."It is a status symbol. People trucks.windows blacked out."It is a status 

NEWS BOX

Russian Prez Putin Once Again Hails India's 
Growing Economy Under PM Modi

Pakistan's Pickup Trucks: A Status 
Symbol Showing Country's Power Gulf

nearly a quarter-century and began another would drive the Ukrainians out, Putin MOSCOW. President Vladimir Putin 
six-year term earlier this year, said the said “we will certainly kick them out” boasted that his military operation in 
military was “advancing toward achieving but wouldn’t say how long it would Ukraine has strengthened Russia and 
our goals” in what he calls the special take.denied that the ouster of key ally Bashar 
military operation in Ukraine.In response Assad in Syria had hurt Moscow’s prestige, In a flourish typical of the marathon 
to a question about a new hypersonic as he took questions at his annual news news conferences, he asked members 
ballistic missile that Russia used for the conference and call-in show Thursday. of the audience to unfurl a banner 
first time last month to strike Ukraine, presented to him by marines fighting He used the tightly choreographed event, 
Putin scoffed at claims by some Western in Kursk as he spoke about which lasted about 4 and a half hours, to 
experts that it could be intercepted by Ukraine.Open to talks on Ukraine but reinforce his authority and demonstrate a 
NATO’s air defences.He mockingly reiterates Russia's demandsPutin said sweeping command of everything from 
challenged Ukraine’s allies to a “high-tech he was open to possible talks with consumer prices to military hardware.
duel,” suggesting that Moscow could give advances in Ukraine, but has also suffered U.S. President-elect Donald Trump, Sending troops into Ukraine in 2022 has 
advance notice of a strike on Kyiv with the embarrassing setbacks. On Tuesday, Lt. who has pledged to negotiate a deal to end boosted Russia’s military and economic 
Oreshnik missile and see if the West could Gen Igor Kirillov was killed by a bomb the conflict in Ukraine.power, Putin said, adding that if he could 
protect the city.“Let them select a target, planted outside his apartment building in “If we meet with Mr. Trump, we will have do it over, “such a decision should have 
possibly in Kyiv, put their air defense Moscow — a brazen assassination claimed things to discuss,” he said, without been made earlier” and Russia could have 
assets there and we shall strike it with the by Ukraine that brought the conflict once elaborating.Putin said Russia also is open “prepared for it in advance and more 
Oreshnik,” he said with a dry smile. “Let’s again to the streets of the Russian capital. for compromise in potential peace talks on thoroughly.”"Russia has become much 
see what happens.” Putin described Kirillov’s killing as a “major Ukra ine . “Po l i t i c s  i s  t he  a r t  o f  stronger over the past two or three years 

Speaking on a visit to Brussels, Ukrainian blunder” by Russia’s security agencies, compromise,” he said. “We have always because it has become a truly sovereign 
Pres iden t  Volodymyr  Ze lenskyy  noting they should learn from it and said that we are ready for both talks and country,” he said. “We are standing firm in 
responded to Putin’s comment by asking, improve their efficiency.Moscow's troops compromises.” At the same time, Putin terms of economy, we are strengthening 
“Do you think it’s a sane person?”Putin are also battling Ukrainian forces in the added that the talks should be based on “the our defense potential and our military 
calls general's killing a security Russian region of Kursk, where they have situation on the ground” referring to some capability now is the strongest in the 
‘blunder’Russia is making steady, if slow, launched an incursion. Asked when they of the conditions he previously laid out.world.”Putin, who has held power for 

development, they are also moving initiative.Prime Minister Modi has a Moscow. Russian President Vladimir 
forward. And in the Eurozone and in similar programme called 'Make in Putin on Thursday once again 
the States, the situation is also India'. We are also ready to set up our acknowledged India's growing 
changing. We must maintain the manufacturing operations in India. The economic prowess while highlighting 
momentum, change the quality of our Indian government, under the Prime his government's continued efforts to 

Minister's leadership, has been keep the overall economic situation in 
creating stable conditions, driven by a the country normal and stable despite 
policy of putting India first. We the long and ongoing conflict with 
believe that investing in India is Ukraine. "International financial and 
profitable," the Russian President economic institutions have placed 
said.In September, during his one-on-Russia first in Europe in terms of 
one meeting with National Security economic volume, purchasing power 
Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval in Saint parity, and fourth in the world. Ahead 
Petersburg, Putin had hailed India's are China, the United States, and 
rising global stature and the strength India. We overtook Germany last year 
of its growing economy under the and have overtaken Japan this year. 
leadership of Prime Minister But this is not an indicator that we 

Modi."Our special privileged strategic economy," Putin asserted.Earlier this should fall asleep and calm down on. 
partnership is gaining momentum, month, the Russian President had Of course not," said Putin while 
gaining strength, which we are only lauded Prime Minister Modi's 'India-answering questions during his annual 
happy about. We are also happy about first' policy and the 'Make in India' press conference in Moscow on 
I n d i a ' s  s u c c e s s  i n  b u i l d i n g ,  initiative while expressing Russia's Thursday. He mentioned that the 
strengthening its statehood, and willingness to establish manufacturing Russian economy continues to develop 
developing the economy, which is operations in India.ddressing the 15th despite external threats and attempts to 
happening under the leadership of VTB Russia Calling Investment Forum influence it."Everything is developing, 
Prime Minister Modi," the Russian in Moscow, Putin had drawn parallels everything is actively moving forward. 
President had said during his meeting between Russia's import substitution If the Eurozone has fallen asleep, then 
with NSA Doval.programme and India's 'Make in India' there are other centres of world 

House rejects Trump-backed plan on government 
shutdown, leaving next steps uncertain

WASHINGTON. A day before a potential appease demands from Trump — or before the Christmas holidays that has put 
government shutdown, the House Musk.House Democratic Leader Hakeem the beleaguered speaker in a bind.It provides a preview of the turbulence ahead 
resoundingly rejected President-elect Jeffries said Democrats were sticking with when Trump returns to the White House And if not, the president-elect warned of 
Donald Trump's new plan Thursday to fund the original deal with Johnson and called with Republican control of the House and trouble ahead for Johnson and Republicans 
operations and suspend the debt ceiling, as the new one "laughable.""It's not a serious Senate. During his first term, Trump led in Congress."Anybody that supports a bill 
Democrats and dozens of Republicans proposal," Jeffries said as he walked to Republicans into the longest government that doesn't take care of the Democrat 
refused to accommodate his sudden Democrats' own closed-door caucus shutdown in history during the 2018 quicksand known as the debt ceiling should 
demands.In a hastily convened evening meeting. Inside, Democrats were chanting, Christmas season, and interrupted the be primaried and disposed of as quickly as 
vote punctuated by angry outbursts over the "Hell, no!"All day, Johnson had been holidays in 2020 by tanking a bipartisan possible," Trump told Fox News 
self-made crisis, the lawmakers failed to fighting to figure out how to meet Trump's COVID-relief bill and forcing a do-over. Digital.The tumultuous turn of events, 
reach the two-thirds threshold needed for almost impossible demands — and keep his coming as lawmakers were preparing to Hours earlier Thursday, Trump announced 
passage — but House Speaker Mike own job — while federal offices are being head home for the holidays, sparks a "SUCCESS in Washington!" in coming up 
Johnson appeared determined to reassess, told to prepare to shutter operations.The familiar reminder of what it's like in Trump-with the new package which would keep 
before Friday's midnight deadline. new proposal whittled the 1,500-page bill run Washington.Musk and Vice President-government running for three more 

to 116 pages and dropped a number of add-"We're going to regroup and we will come up elect JD Vance tried to blame Democrats, months, add $100.4 billion in disaster 
ons — notably the first pay raise for with another solution, so stay tuned," though rank-and-file Republicans helped assistance including for hurricane-hit 
lawmakers in more than a decade, which Johnson said after the vote. The cobbled- sink Trump's plan."They've asked for a states, and allow more borrowing through 
could have allowed as much as a 3.8% together plan didn't even get a majority, shutdown," Vance said of Democrats. Jan. 30, 2027."Speaker Mike Johnson and 
bump. That drew particular scorn as Musk with the bill failing 174-235.The outcome "That's exactly what they're going to get."the House have come to a very good Deal," 
turned his social media army against the proved a massive setback for Trump and his Trump posted.But Republicans, who had For Johnson, who faces his own problems 
bill.Trump said early Thursday that billionaire ally, Elon Musk, who rampaged spent 24 hours largely negotiating with ahead of a Jan. 3 House vote to remain 
Johnson will "easily remain speaker" for against Johnson's bipartisan compromise, themselves to cut out the extras speaker, Trump's demands left him 
the next Congress if he "acts decisively and which Republicans and Democrats had conservatives opposed and come up with severely weakened, forced to abandon his 
tough" in coming up with a new plan to also reached earlier to prevent a Christmastime the new plan, ran into a wall of resistance word with Democrats and work into the 
raise the debt limit, a stunning request just government shutdown. from Democrats, who were in no hurry to night to broker the new approach.

Eric Garcetti Calls For 
Lower Tariff, Fair And 

Equal Trade With India
World US Ambassador to India Eric Garcetti 

highlighted the potential of the US-India partnership, 
emphasising the need to lower tariffs and to increase 
trade and make it more fair and equal.While 
addressing an event organised on Thursday by the US-
India Business Council (USIBC), Garcetti said, "We 
need, together, to lower tariffs, not to see them go up. 
We need, together, to increase trade and to make it 
more fair and equal. We need to, together, make sure 
that there's training and talent that meets the needs of 
companies on both sides of the Indo-Pacific."

He further said, "We have to protect our trademarks and 
our intellectual property, and we have to make sure 
that transportation and infrastructure exists, for India 
to reach its goals more quickly, that is in the American 
interest, and vice versa, in the Indian interest as well. 

So let us renew our commitment to being more 
ambitious, to not settling for what is, and what is good, 
but reaching for what can be and what will be 
great."The US Ambassador further praised India's 
workforce, calling it as the "most extraordinary 
resources that humanity has on its planets."

Garcetti said, "And to realise these ambitions, we must 
recommit ourselves to a mutual path of trust and 
transparencies so that people know what to expect. 
India's workforce, which numbers more than a billion 
people, is one of the most extraordinary resources that 
humanity has on its planet. They are builders, thinkers, 
innovators and entrepreneurs. The Indian dream is the 
flip side of what we used to call the American truth. In 
some ways you see it even more optimistically 
sometimes than our own country. And we can leave 
inspired when we work together about what's 
possible."Garcetti also called for merging "American 
scientific and financial acumen" with "India's 
grassroots ingenuity."The US and India can create 
ecosystems that tap into this human capital to merge 
American scientific strengths in research, our 
financial acumen and business strategy with Indians' 
jugaad finding a solution to everything, your deep 
talent pools, your grassroots ingenuity and your 
readiness to scale solutions on a massive level," 
Garcetti said. 

World A teenager in the UK who did not know how to 
swim, drowned in a reservoir as his friends thought 
he was "joking" when he started waving for help, 
according to a report in The Telegraph. 16-year-old 
Tyrese Johnson was out with his friends on the last 
day of the school at Lodge Farm Reservoir, in 
Netherton, Dudley, in July, earlier this year when the 
incident took place. A friend said during the inquest 
hearing that he saw Mr Johnson waving but initially 
believed it to be a joke with others having a laugh as 
well. The situation, however, soon turned grim as Mr 
Johnson disappeared beneath the surface.

As per the group of friends, they had been in the water 
for under three minutes when Mr Johnson started 
facing difficulty. The water had been shallow but 
then the ground below suddenly dropped off "like a 
cliff edge" into deep water, which led to Mr 
Johnson's drowning, the friends said at the Black 
Country coroners court.

The friends desperately tried to pull him out but could 
not with one brave paddler diving under the surface 
for 40 minutes. Mr Johsnon's body was only 
recovered the following day around 11:30 am.

“I could see six or seven lads on the edge of the water – 
three were in the water and it looked like they were 
having a laugh like lads do," James Birks, the 
paddler, told the court.“Then the tone changed and I 
realised someone was struggling," added Mr 
Birks.Mr Birks said he heard people shouting “he's 
drowning” and paddled over. he dived into the water 
to the point where Mr Johnson should have been, but 
the water was muddy.“I wish I could have done more 
to help,” Mr Birks added.Tribute from family

In a tribute released by the family, Mr Johnson's 
parents said their son had been afraid of water and 
“never wanted to go to swimming lessons or go into 
the pool when on family holidays”.

Man suspected of  killing 
three people fatally shot by 
police near Chicago
BERWYN.A man suspected in the fatal shootings of 

three people in central Illinois was shot and killed by 
police after opening fire on them in suburban 
Chicago, authorities said Thursday.Officers in 
Berwyn responded to a report of a man with a gun 
around 11:30 p.m. Wednesday. The man ran away and 
forced his way into a home where he fatally shot two 
dogs, police said.He then ran into a nearby yard where 
he refused police commands to stop. The man then 
shot at Berwyn officers and they returned fire, killing 
him.The man later was identified as John Lyons, 24, 
of Westchester, west of Chicago.

Police said he was suspected in the fatal shootings of 
three people at a home in Mahomet, about 120 miles 
(190 kilometers) southwest of Chicago. One of the 
victims, identified Thursday by Champaign County 
Coroner Laurie Brauer as Sara E. Mason, 26, died at 
the scene where the three were found about 9:40 p.m. 
Wednesday.The other two, Janis Mason, 61, and 
Caleb Mason, 23, were both pronounced dead at a 
nearby hospital, WCIO-TV reported. A vigil was held 
for the victims at a local church Thursday evening.

Early Signs Suggest Trump 
2.0 Will Be Bringing The 
Chaos Back
Washington. Donald Trump still has a month until he 

becomes US president but he has already displayed 
his unique capacity to sow confusion and steal 
headlines with remarks belittling Canada, 
intimidating the media and torpedoing a budget deal 
in Congress.

"We're going to see more chaos in Trump's second 
term than his first," said Todd Belt, political science 
professor at George Washington University. "I think 
what has happened this week is a good indication of 
what is to come."He added that a Supreme Court 
ruling that grants presidents sweeping immunity for 
official acts will give Trump "more of an 
opportunity to act on his worst impulses."

The Republican has stolen the limelight from 
outgoing President Joe Biden, who has largely 

disappeared from public view in his final weeks in 
office. On Monday, Trump gave his first news 
conference since winning the November 5 election, 
talking to journalists for more than an hour about 
various topics -- and savoring the attention. 
"Everyone wants to be my friend," he said when 
commenting on the visits of various billionaire tech 
CEOs and other leaders to his Florida residence, 
which he will leave on January 20 for the White 
House. He told reporters that he wanted to 
"straighten out" the press -- something his team has 
pursued through lawsuits that observers and rights 
groups worry are signs of escalating censorship 
tactics.While commenting on a wide gamut of 
issues, Trump has also shown that he has not 
changed in his predilection towards delivering 
vague, sometimes contradictory, messages.Take 
vaccines, for example. The Republican said that he 
is a "big believer" in the polio vaccine, but also 
sowed doubt over a widely debunked link between 
vaccination and autism. "There's something wrong. 
And we're going to try finding that," Trump said, 
noting a rise in autism cases in the United States that 
experts say is due to changes to diagnostic criteria, 
increased awareness and better screening. 

UK Teen Drowns in Reservoir 
As Friends Mistook Waving 
For Joke

'Decision to invade Ukraine should have been 
made earlier': Putin at annual news conference
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If  a regulated entity fails 
to provide information 
sought by the authority, 
they would be fined by up 
to Rs 5 lakh.

BENGALURU. With the expansion of 9% hiring growth in the country in i n d u s t r i e s .  I n d u s t r i e s  l i k e  
Global Capability Centers (GCCs) 2025.Anupama Bhimrajka, Vice manufacturing, healthcare, and 
and multi-cloud adoption, the IT President - Marketing, foundit, said, telecom will adopt edge computing to 
sector will drive 15% growth in hiring “As we enter 2025, India’s job market p o w e r  r e a l - t i m e  I o T  
in 2025, as per the latest data from looks set to broaden its horizons, with applications.Engineers and analysts 
jobs platform foundit. It is followed a projected 9% growth in hiring. skilled in managing connected 
by re ta i l  wi th  12% growth,  Companies are not only looking for devices and infrastructure will play a 
telecommunications 11% and seasoned professionals but also critical role. It also points out that with 
Banking and Financial Services broadening their search beyond retail media expected to grow into a 
(BFSI) with 10% growth. established hubs.”“We believe this $100 billion market, companies will 

approach will create a healthier, more hire digital marketers, programmatic foundit said the telecom sector’s 11% 
diverse environment, allowing ad managers, and strategists to tap forecasted growth is driven by 
businesses to access new talent pools into advertising opportunities on e-advancements in AI, 5G, and IoT, with 
and build a workforce aligned with commerce platforms.Bengaluru to demand for skills in edge computing, 
future needs,” she added.The report lead city-wise growth with a 10% job SDN (software-defined networking), 
says technology advancements will growth, followed by Coimbatore at N F V  ( n e t w o r k  f u n c t i o n  
drive demand for specialised talent, 9%. The report added that the job virtualisation) and cybersecurity. 
creating opportunit ies across market showed.Overall, the talent platform predicts a 

Govt proposes new legislation to curb 
proliferation of  illegal lending apps

include Maruti Brezza, Tata Punch, NEW DELHI. With car prices going up 
Hyundai Venue, and Mahindra 3XO.between 35-50% over the past 3-4 years, 

"Kia India has always been driven by a owing to safety and emissions mandates, 
challenger spirit... With the Syros, we are affording a vehicle has become difficult 
further enhancing our product portfolio, for mass consumers and sales are likely to 
and are confident of taking on the see a moderate growth of 3-4% in the 
competition," Lee told TOI.coming year, Kia India MD Gwanggu Lee 

said on Thursday.To generate demand, Kia India expects to sell nearly 2.6 lakh 
Lee suggests, govt can look at reducing units this year, and Lee said the company 
taxes on cars from the current levels is looking at 3-lakh unit sales next year. 
where mid-sized cars and bigger ones Despite the slowdown pangs, the Kia MD 
have a GST rate of over 45%, while said that India still remains "one of the 
smaller ones (under 4-meters) are taxed at most promising markets" for the company 
over 28%. globally. "The country is still amongst the 

fastest-growing economies of the world, As the company prepares to launch 
which will stand besides its Sonet model, preferences here, something it also did promising a lot for carmakers."affordable EVs as well as other 
also an under 4-meter car.ee said that the during the development of the Seltos and mainstream cars, Lee said that the Lee also said that the govt should not tamper 
boxy Syros, which will come with a 1- Sonet SUVs and the Carens MPV.But increase in car prices came at a time when with the duty benefits given to electrics, 
litre petrol engine and a 1.5-litre diesel, while the company expects to generate incomes for many middle-class users did which currently are taxed at 5%. A lower 
will also be offered with an electric healthy volumes from the new model, not go up at the same pace. duty makes them affordable, or else the 
version over the next one year. The whose price will be revealed at a later prices may be higher. "Without any tax As part of its strategy to perk up demand in 
company has developed the new vehicle date, the Syros also comes in a segment incentive from govt, it will be very the volume-laden entry SUV market, Kia 
after taking into account the customer that is crowded. Formidable models difficult."drove in the all-new Syros mini offroader, 

Low affordability hits car 
demand: Kia India MD

Zerodha launches Margin Trading 
Facility: What it is and how it works

NEW DELHI 

amount. Up to 80% of the stock value can 
be borrowed, subject to an interest rate of 
0.04% per day (Rs. 40 per lakh).

For example, if you want to buy shares 
worth Rs. 400 but have only Rs. 100, you 
can use MTF. Providing 25% of the total 
value as your initial investment, the 
broker funds the remaining Rs. 300, 
allowing you to purchase shares worth Rs. 
400. The stocks must be pledged with the 
broker as per Sebi guidelines.Zerodha CEO Nithin 

WEIGHING THE REWARDS AND Kamath has announced the launch of the 
RISKSMargin Trading Facility (MTF), a feature 

MTF can amplify your returns. If a stock that allows users to borrow funds to buy 
you buy for Rs. 400 rises to Rs. 450, your stocks for delivery. Despite initial 
profit of Rs. 50 translates to a 50% return reservations about market timing and 
on your Rs. 100 investment. However, if potential risks for customers, Kamath 
the price drops to Rs. 350, you lose Rs. 50, emphasised the growing demand and the leads to a bigger loss.”Talking about the Investors can borrow up to 80% of the 
eroding 50% of your investment.While business need to offer MTF.Sharing the growth of MTF in the last few years, he stock's value, depending on the stock.
MTF offers the potential for higher gains, news on X, Nithin Kamath said, “I don't said, "But in the last 3 to 4 years, MTF has In simpler words, through MTF, investors it also comes with increased risks due to know if it is a good time with the fall in the grown tremendously, with pretty much pay only a portion of the total stock value, leveraged trading and borrowing costs.markets, but we are finally launching everyone offering it. Considering the with the broker funding the remainder as a 

The Margin Trading Facility can be a MTF, which allows you to buy stocks for number of customers asking us for the loan. Interest is charged on the borrowed 
powerful tool for maximising limited delivery by borrowing money from feature, it didn't make business sense for amount, making MTF a strategic yet cost-
funds, but it demands responsible usage. us.”He added, “I haven't been sure about us to not offer it." sensitive trading option.
St ay  i n fo rmed ,  d ive r s i fy  you r  this product for a long time because of 

WHAT IS MTF? HOW DOES MTF WORK? investments, monitor balances, and have a obvious reasons. Customers who trade for The Margin Trading Facility (MTF) enables MTF allows investors to purchase stocks for clear exit strategy to navigate risks delivery tend to ignore the impact of the investors to trade with leverage, allowing delivery with leverage, enabling them to effectively and unlock the full potential of cost of borrowing, and there's always the them to buy stocks for delivery even if trade even if they don’t have the full this feature.risk of the trade going against them, which they don’t have the full amount upfront. 

NEW DELHI. Telecom service provider Bharti 
Airtel has made a pre-payment of Rs 3,626 crore 
to the government for the spectrum it purchased in 
2016.This payment is part of Airtel’s efforts to 
clear its spectrum dues with high interest costs. 
With this payment, Airtel has now prepaid all its 
spectrum liabilities with interest costs higher than 
8.65%. This year, the company has prepaid a total 
of Rs 28,320 crore of spectrum liabilities.

“Prepaid Rs 3,626 crore to the Department of 
Telecom (Government of India), clearing all its 
liabilities for spectrum it had acquired in 2016,” 
said the telco in an exchange filing.

Airtel, India’s second-largest telecom service 
provider, said this is the second prepayment the 
company has made in the current financial year. In 
June 2024, the company prepaid all its deferred 
liabilities for spectrum acquired in the 2012 and 

2015 auctions, amounting to Rs 7,904 crore. 
Airtel acquired spectrum worth `8.67 crore in 
2012 and Rs 29,129 crore in the 2015 auction.

Earlier this year, in January 2024, the company 
prepaid Rs 8,325 crore to the telecom department 
to clear part of its deferred liabilities for the 
spectrum it acquired in the 2015 auction.

Airtel has consistently worked on prepaying its 
spectrum-related dues over the past few years. In 
July 2023, the company prepaid Rs 8,024 crore to 
the DoT, and in March 2022, it cleared `8,815 
crore for airwaves bought in the 2015 auction. 
This was followed by a significant prepayment of 
Rs 15,519 crore in December 2021, which cleared 
all dues related to spectrum purchases in 2014.

$11.3 billion: Startup 
funding sees marginal rise 
in 2024

Bharti Airtel prepays Rs 3,626 
crore spectrum purchase dues 

to government
raids without warrant against the 
alleged culprit.Mayank Arora, 
d i r e c t o r - r e g u l a t o r y,  N a n g i a  
Andersen India, says the intent of the 
proposed legislation is strong, as it 
provides for criminalisation of 
offences and punishments for 
persons involved as accomplice, 
apart from persons directly involved.

Two years ago, the RBI notified the 
Digital Lending Guidelines to curb 

NEW DELHI. The government is unfair practices by regulated entities.
p l a n n i n g  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  “One of the main issues in the digital 
legislature to curb the proliferation lending domain is that the consumers 
of illegal lending apps. The are not aware of the real lenders as 
department of financial services, there is no physical interaction in the 
Ministry of Finance, has prepared a lending transaction. Unregulated in the country. If a regulated entity draft bill, which proposes severe entities used this to camouflage as fails to provide information sought by punishment with jail term of up to 10 authorised lenders, affecting the entire the authority, they would be fined by years and monetary fines of up to `1 e c o s y s t e m , ”  a d d e d  up to Rs 5 lakh.crore for those found involved in Arora.Mushrooming illegal loan apps 

Every regulated lender will have to promoting unregulated lending have become a menace in the country. 
inform the authority about the activities.The Bill seeks to ban all These loan apps typically offer small 
activities being undertaken by them. illegal lending activities whether loans at exorbitant high interest rates, 
This information has to be shared by carried out by digital means or and use extortionist ways to recover 
the authority with law enforcement otherwise. It has also proposed to money from borrowers, forcing many 
authorities like the Central Bureau of designate an authority which would borrowers to even take their own 
Investigation (CBI) and state police.maintain a database of all authorised lives. Many of these apps operate 

The bill provides for not only severe lenders operating in the country. The from overseas countries with the help 
punitive measures against those found database will have a facility for the of little-known local finance 
involved in illegal lending, but also public to search any authorized lender companies.

Stock market today: BSE 
Sensex tanks over 150 
points; Nifty50 near 23,900

NEW DELHI.  Stock market today: BSE Sensex and 
Nifty50, the Indian equity benchmark indices, 
plunged in trade for the fifth consecutive day on 
Friday. While BSE Sensex was just above 79,000, 
Nifty50 was near 23,900. At 9:19 AM, BSE Sensex 
was trading at 79,049.92, down 168 points or 0.21%. 
Nifty50 was at 23,907.15, down 45 points or 0.19%.

On Thursday, Indian markets experienced a broad-
based decline, following global market turbulence 
triggered by the US Federal Reserve's hawkish 
position on interest rates.Ajit Mishra – SVP, 
Research, Religare Broking said: "Despite the 
weakness, oversold conditions and resilience in select 
pockets present buying opportunities. Traders are 
advised to align their positions carefully, with an 
emphasis on prudent stock selection."Markets remain 
under pressure following Fed's strict commentary. 
Support exists at 23,850, with resistance at 24,200, 
according to Rupak De of LKP Securities.US markets 
remained stable on Thursday after the Federal 
Reserve projected fewer rate cuts.Asian equities 
remained constrained in early Friday trading, as the 
US Federal Reserve's strict stance continued to affect 
American equities and bonds whilst strengthening the 
dollar.Gold prices were heading towards a weekly 
decline on Friday following the Federal Reserve's 
decision on monetary policy adjustments indicated 
slower rate reductions, whilst attention turned to the 
U.S. Personal Consumption Expenditure data 
scheduled later.Foreign portfolio investors became 
net sellers at Rs 4,224 crore on Thursday. Domestic 
institutional investors disposed of shares worth Rs 
3943 crore.FIIs' net short position increased from Rs 
1.01 lakh crore on Wednesday to Rs 1.25 lakh crore 
on Thursday.

NEW DELHI. Equity benchmark indices Sensex 
and Nifty declined in early trade on Friday amid 
unabated foreign fund outflows and concerns over 
the US Federal Reserve signalling fewer rate cuts 
next year.The 30-share BSE benchmark Sensex 
declined 214.08 points to 79,003.97 in early trade. 
The NSE Nifty also dipped 63.8 points to 
23,887.90.From the 30 blue-chip stocks, Axis 
Bank, Tech Mahindra, IndusInd Bank, JSW Steel, 
ITC, Larsen & Toubro, UltraTech Cement and 
HDFC Bank were the biggest laggards.In Asian 
markets, Seoul quoted lower while Tokyo, 
Shanghai and Hong Kong were trading in the 
positive territory.

Wall Street ended on a mixed note on Thursday.
Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) offloaded 

equities worth Rs 4,224.92 crore on Thursday, 
according to exchange data.“The FII buying 
witnessed in early December is getting reversed 
now with this week’s selling reaching Rs 12,229 
crore. This change in FII strategy is getting 
reflected in market trends, too, with largecaps, 
particularly financials, coming under pressure due 
to FII selling. The negative response to the Fed’s 
commentary yesterday will be temporary. 
Recovery led by largecaps is possible in the near-
term,” V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment 
Strategist, Geojit Financial Services, said.Falling 
for the fourth day running, the 30-share BSE 
benchmark tanked 964.15 points or 1.20 per cent 
to settle at 79,218.05 on Thursday. The Nifty 
tumbled 247.15 points or 1.02 per cent to sink 
below the 24,000 mark at 23,951.70.

MUMBAI. After two years of funding slump, 
investments into India's startups are seeing some 
revival. Investors infused about $11.3 billion into 
startups this year, a slight improvement from funding 
worth $10.7 billion recorded last year, data sourced 
from market research firm Tracxn showed. In the 
coming year, companies are expected to see a sizeable 
amount of funding cheques but the deployment of 
capital will be cautious, keeping in line with the trend 
seen for quite sometime now and late-stage deals 
(over $100 million) will take time to close, venture 
capital (VC) firms said.

Not to say that there's a lack of capital-VC firms raised 
an estimated $2.5 billion in funding in 2024 alone 
compared to less than $2 billion in 2023 and some of 
them plan to raise new funds in 2025; but investors 
want to ensure they make the right bets. "As 
investors, we are very clear that we need to see a 
company's path to profitability, we need to see good 
governance structures, assess firms' go-to market 
strategies deeply and figure out founders' ability to 
deliver. When you diligence all of these, it takes some 
time and investing capital takes longer," Padmaja 
Ruparel, co-founder at IAN (Indian Angel Network) 
Group told TOI.

Quick commerce player Zepto led startup funding this 
year having bagged $1.4 billion in investments alone 
amid a surge in investor appetite for rapid deliveries.

A clutch of companies including PhysicsWallah, Rebel 
Foods, Eruditus and Purplle also managed to raise 
funding worth more than $100 million from 
investors. There were also few big secondary 
transactions like Lenskart's $200 million round. In a 
secondary deal, shares change hands among a 
company's investors and no money is added to the 
firm's coffers. Funding was rather uneven across 
quarters, probably hinting at a measured pace of deal 
closures. Funding in the December quarter (so far), 
for instance, slipped to a three year low of $1.8 billion 
after touching $3.5 billion in the September quarter. 
"Funding patterns have evolved towards fewer, larger 
rounds," said Neha Singh, co-founder at Tracxn.

Yet, the sheer size of the Indian market and the shift in 
consumption patterns towards better quality and 
more premium products creates growth opportunities 
for companies, making it an equally attractive bet for 
investors, industry experts said."There is no lack of 
belief in the fundamental opportunity that exists in 
India. Growth opportunities will always be exciting 
and India is a growth market," said Sandeep Murthy, 
managing director at Lightbox India Advisors which 
plans to raise a new fund in the range of $200 million 
next year.

Zerodha's Nithin Kamath 
introduces Margin Trading 
Facility, enabling investors to 
leverage funds for stock 
delivery.

IT sector to drive 15% growth in 
hiring in 2025, followed by retail

Markets decline in early 
trade amid unabated 
foreign fund outflows
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ZRuben Amorim endured his first major 
setback as Manchester United manager, 
with his side crashing out of the 
Carabao Cup after a thrilling 4-3 defeat 
to Tottenham Hotspur, despite a spirited 
effort for a late comeback driven by the 
likes of Amad Diallo and Joshua 
Zirkzee.

NEWS BOX

brilliance ensured a competitive total.Kingstown. Bangladesh capped off a strong 
ishad Hossain’s Impactful Bowlingcomeback on their Caribbean tour with a 
Bangladesh’s bowlers, led by Rishad commanding 80-run win over West Indies in 

Hossain, dominated the West Indies batting the third T20I at Arnos Vale, St. Vincent, on 
lineup. Taskin Ahmed set the tone by December 20. This victory secured a 3-0 
dismissing Brandon King early, while series sweep, marking their first clean sweep 
Mahedi Hasan continued his fine run by in T20Is in nearly two years.Batting first, 
removing Nicholas Pooran for the third Bangladesh set a formidable total of 189/7, 
time in the series.Rishad Hossain was the their highest T20I score in the West Indies. 
standout performer with 3/20, executing a Jaker Ali played a starring role, smashing an 
sharp run-out of Johnson Charles and unbeaten 72 off just 41 balls. The bowlers 
dismissing Rovman Powell, Gudakesh then delivered a clinical performance, 
Motie, and Alzarri Joseph. The hosts bundling out the West Indies for 109, their capitalised on the reprieve, smashing 20 
struggled to build partnerships, with lowest-ever T20I total against Bangladesh. runs off the 18th over and three sixes in the 
Johnson Charles and Nicholas Pooran Jaker Ali Shines Bright final over bowled by Alzarri Joseph, leading 
offering the only resistance.This sweep Jaker Ali continued his stellar form, anchoring Bangladesh to a strong finish.Earlier, 
marked a significant turnaround for the innings with six sixes and three fours. Parvez Hossain Emon provided a quick 
Bangladesh, coming after a 3-0 loss in the The match saw a dramatic moment when start, replacing the injured Soumya Sarkar. 
ODI series. The emphatic performances Jaker appeared to be run out after a mix-up His 39 off 21 balls included two sixes and 
from Jaker Ali and Rishad Hossain signal with Shamim Hossain. However, the third four boundaries, helping Bangladesh score 
promising prospects for the team as they umpire adjudged Shamim out instead, 54 runs in the powerplay. Despite losing 
build momentum for future challenges.allowing Jaker to resume his innings. He wickets in the middle overs, Jaker’s 

New Delhi  his debut for the Sydney Thunder in the Big Australia are set to hand teenage 
Bash League. Opening alongside David opener Sam Konstas his Test debut in the 
Warner, he smashed a blistering 57 off 26 Boxing Day Test at the Melbourne Cricket 
balls, marking the fastest half-century in Ground. After months of anticipation, 
Sydney Thunder’s history. His innings Konstas has finally received his Test call-up 
included eight boundaries and two sixes, for the final two matches of the Border-
playing a key role in the team’s victory over Gavaskar Trophy. It promises to be a 
the Adelaide Strikers.baptism by fire for the young New South 

Konstas also featured for the Prime Minister’s Wales cricketer, but the Australian cricket 
XI in a pink-ball warm-up match against community is quietly confident that Konstas 
India at Manuka Oval. He scored an will thrive under pressure.On Friday, 
outstanding 107 off 97 balls, including 14 December 20, Australia announced a 15-
fours and a six, against a formidable Indian man squad for the last two Tests against 
bowling attack featuring Mohammed Siraj India. With the series level at 1-1 after 
and Ravindra Jadeja. This performance 

Australia were denied victory at the Gabba, 
further solidified his reputation as a rising 

the selectors have made some pivotal star in Australian cricket.n October-
changes to the squad. In a major decision, November 2024, Konstas was selected for When McSweeney, primarily a middle-they have dropped 25-year-old Nathan Australia A in their series against India A. In order batsman in domestic cricket, was 
McSweeney after just three Test matches. the second unofficial Test, he played a added to the squad at the start of the series, 
McSweeney, who struggled against the crucial role with an unbeaten 73 in the doubts were raised about his ability to handle 
Jasprit Bumrah-led pace attack, scored only second innings, helping secure a victory for India’s high-quality attack. McSweeney 
72 runs across six innings—the lowest tally his team.struggled to keep the scoreboard moving, 
for an Australian Test opener in their first six 'LIKE CLARKE, WARNER AND SMITH'and Khawaja’s poor form exacerbated the 
knocks since 1974. fragility of Australia’s top order. With 736 runs across formats this summer, 

Usman Khawaja fared no better. The 38-year- WHO IS SAM KONSTAS Konstas has drawn widespread acclaim from 
old managed just 63 runs in six innings but cricketing legends and commentators. By including Sam Konstas, Australia hope to 
retained his place due to the invaluable Former England captain Michael Vaughan inject aggressive intent at the top of the 
experience he offers.Border-Gavaskar had championed his inclusion in the Test order. Konstas enters the Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy: Full Coverage squad, describing him as "fearless" and Trophy with an impressive record across 

Australia appear to have learned a hard lesson. "unflappable."formats.In December 2024, Konstas made 

Who is Sam Konstas 19-year-old Australian 
opener set for Boxing Day Test debut

Ravichandran Ashwin, one of cricket’s most 
decorated spinners, stunned the cricketing 
world with the announcement of his 
retirement. The abruptness of his decision 
has left fans and experts alike grappling with 
the void his departure creates. For a player of 
his stature, the goodbye felt all too quiet, 
almost unworthy of a cricketer who has done 
so much for Indian cricket.

India’s most successful off-spinner deserved a 
grand farewell. He merited the roar of a 
packed stadium, a guard of honour, and the 
chance to weave his magic one last time on 
the field. Instead, his announcement came in 
a room full of reporters at the end of the third 
Test in Brisbane. There were no rousing 
tributes or emotional speeches to a stadium 
filled with adoring fans. Ashwin’s final 
words as an Indian cricketer were shared in 

the dressing room, amidst scattered 
teammates, a low-key farewell to a high-
impact career.The only solace is that Ashwin 
walked away on his terms. As skipper Rohit 
Sharma observed, the off-spinner saw the 
writing on the wall and decided there was no 
point in continuing if his services were no 
longer required. Still, one cannot help but 
wonder if the lack of a regular spot in the 
playing XI, despite his extraordinary record, 
weighed heavily on his decision.

A S H W I N  D E S E RV E D  A B E T T E R  
FAREWELL

Ashwin’s father, Ravichandran, alleged that 
his son faced humiliation, which may have 
influenced his decision to retire during 
India’s ongoing tour of Australia. While he 
could not pinpoint a specific incident, it 
appears he was pointing fingers at how his 
son was repeatedly overlooked in overseas 
tours.World Cup-winning captain Kapil Dev 
lamented the unceremonious nature of 
Ashwin’s departure,  s tressing the 
importance of a respectful send-off for such a 
legendary all-rounder. “The next generation 
has to be better than us. If not, the world is not 
going ahead. 

stoppage time to bring the score to 4-3. Tottenham took control early in the game, 
Despite the relentless pressure, with Dominic Solanke netting twice and 
Tottenham managed to secure the Dejan Kulusevski adding a third to put the 
victory with Son Heung-min’s clever hosts ahead 3-0 by the 54th minute. 
goal directly from a corner, which However, two critical mistakes by Spurs’ 
caught United keeper Altay Bayindir 36-year-old goalkeeper Fraser Forster 
off guard.d r a m a t i c a l l y  s h i f t e d  t h e  

momentum.Forster, filling in for the Rashford’s Absence Raises Questions
injured Guglielmo Vicario, initially made a The match was also marked by the 
stunning save to deny Joshua Zirkzee’s absence of Marcus Rashford, who was 
header. But moments later, under pressure left out of the squad following recent 
from Zirkzee, he attempted a poor pass remarks about his future. Amorim’s 
intercepted by Bruno Fernandes. decision to exclude Rashford entirely, 
Fernandes set up Zirkzee for a simple along with limiting Garnacho to a 
finish, making it 3-1.The drama substitute role, has fueled speculation London. Ruben Amorim’s time at Manchester 
heightened seven minutes later when about the manager’s approach to squad United faced its first significant challenge as further.Forster mishandled another backpass, management.This defeat leaves Amorim his team exited the Carabao Cup quarter- United’s Late Surge Falls Shortallowing Amad Diallo to slide in and deflect with the challenge of rallying his team finals with a thrilling 4-3 defeat to Tottenham 

United ramped up their attacks in the final his clearance into the net for 3-2. Diallo, who amidst rising expectations and a demanding Hotspur on December 20. Despite a spirited 
stages, driven by substitutes Alejandro recently scored a decisive goal against schedule. With questions looming over comeback attempt, Ange Postecoglou’s 
Garnacho and Diallo. Jonny Evans added to Manchester City, came close to an equaliser p l aye r  management  and  on- f i e ld  Spurs managed to hold their ground and 
the tension by heading in a goal during with a long-range effort that rattled Forster consistency.secure a spot in the semi-finals.

has divided opinions, Australia have K o n s t a s  f o r  s o m e  e x c i t i n g  
added the attacking Sam Konstas in a performances in the ongoing season. 
bid to inject some firepower at the top of Known for his aggressive approach, 
the order. McSweeney, who made his Konstas is expected to fill the void that 
debut in Perth, had a tough time dealing David Warner left in the Australian Test 
with Jasprit Bumrah in the first three team.
games. 25-year-old McSweeney was slotted into 

Meanwhile, Australia have also recalled the opening spot in Perth despite him 
express pacer Jhye Richardson to the being a middle-order batter in domestic 
squad for the first time in three years. cricket. McSweeney struggled to get 
Along with him, pacer Sean Abbott and going and keep the scoreboard moving 
Tasmania all-rounder Beau Webster in the first three Tests of the 
have been added to the squad, which is series.While Usman Khawaja, the 
15 members in size. senior opener, has also struggled, 21 so far in the series.However, Australia 

scoring with an average of just 12 anda top AUSTRALIA SQUAD FOR LAST 2 have backed their senior opener and dropped 
score of 21 so far in the series.However, TESTS OF BGT 2024-25 the youngster, who is just three Test matches 
Australia have backed their senior opener Pat Cummins (c), Travis Head (vc), Steve old. McSweeney has managed 72 runs in his 
and dropped the youngster, who is just three Smith (vc), Sean Abbott, Scott Boland, Alex first six innings, the lowest by an Australian 
Test matches old. McSweeney has managed Carey, Josh Inglis, Usman Khawaja, Sam opener in 50 years in the first six of their 
72 runs in his first six innings, the lowest by Konstas, Marnus Labuschagne, Nathan career in the longest format of the 

Melbourne.Australia dropped their latest Test an Australian opener in 50 years in the first Lyon, Mitchell Marsh, Jhye Richardson, game.Chief selector George Bailey 
debutant, Nathan McSweeney, after just the six of their career in the longest format of the Mitchell Starc, Beau Webster. e x p l a i n e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  b a c k i n g  
first three matches in the Border-Gavaskar game.Chief selector George Bailey McSweeney's ability to find success at the WHY WAS MCSWEENEY DROPPED?
Trophy. Australia announced a 15-member e x p l a i n e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  b a c k i n g  highest level, adding Sam Konstas' ability to 25-year-old McSweeney was slotted into the squad for the last two Tests of the series. The McSweeney's ability to find success at the score at a good pace worked in his favour.opening spot in Perth despite him being a fourth Test, a Boxing Day blockbuster, starts highest level, adding Sam Konstas' ability to "We remain confident Nathan has the ability middle-order batter in domestic cricket. December 26 in Melbourne. Teenager Sam score at a good pace worked in his and temperament to succeed at Test level in McSweeney struggled to get going and keep Konstas has been added to the squad and he favour."We remain confident Nathan has the the future," Bailey said."It was a difficult the scoreboard moving in the first three Tests is likely to open the batting with Usman ability and temperament to succeed at Test decision to leave him out," he added.of the series.While Usman Khawaja, the Khawaja at the Melbourne Cricket level in the future," Bailey said"It was a 

senior opener, has also struggled, scoring BIG BACKING FOR SAM KONSTASGround.While the decision to drop 25-year- difficult decision to leave him out," he 
with an average of just 12 and a top score of Australia have rewarded 19-year-old Sam old Nathan McSweeney after just three Tests added.

Carabao Cup: Manchester United ousted by 
Tottenham in QF despite Amad Diallo-show

Australia drop Nathan McSweeney for Boxing 
Day Test, add teenage opener to squad

Bangladesh secure 1st-ever 3-0 T20I sweep 
vs West Indies after Jaker Ali special

New Delhi  In India, where a layman is still 
getting accustomed to the concept of 
women’s cricket, playing the sport for a 
female athlete comes with its fair share of 
challenges. For Akshita Maheshwari, 
Mumbai Indians’ new recruit in the Women’s 
Premier League, it wasn’t any different. In 
Jaipur, the youngster was in a circle where 
cricket is still considered a male-dominated 
sport, but what was different was her family’s 
support.

When she was in her teens, Akshita had to face 
rejections from academies that did not 
promote the women’s game, but they did not 
stop her from pursuing her dreams 
passionately. Once she found her way, she 
kept taking mini strides, rising through age 
group cricket and, in 2024, landed her maiden 
WPL deal with the 2023 champions.“I always 
used to play with my brothers in the terrace, 
but not that intensely as there were not many 
girls where my father bought a new house. I 
never liked staying at home, and preferred 
going out and playing. My father had to face 
questions in our colony about me playing 

with boys every time,” Akshita said in an 
exclusive interview with India Today.But he, 
my mother and brother supported me; they 
said, ‘khelo, kya fark padta hain kaun kya bol 
raha hain, aapko jo accha lagta hain wo karo 
(play, it doesn’t matter what people are 
saying, do what your heart says). Then I got to 
know that there are academies and I looked 
out for Neerja Modi Academy.“But they said 
that they don’t teach girls. It was five to six 
years ago. I went to the KL Saini Cricket 
Academy for running and I saw another girl 
training. I immediately called my father, after 
which I registered there, and it started from 
there,” Akshita said.

The surreal moment
With only 19 slots to be filled in the mini-

auction, Akshita had to fight with 122 players 
who threw their hat in the ring. In the opening 
round and first accelerated round, her name 
did not pop up. But in the second accelerated 
round, the franchises shortlisted her, and it 
was MI, who roped her in at a base price of Rs 
20 lakhs. Akshita was plying her trade with 
Rajasthan in the Senior Women’s One-Day 
Trophy when MI picked her.

MI's Akshita Maheshwari set to 
take flight: From sapno ka 

sheher to WPL deal

Australia’s chid selector George Bailey has 
addressed the decision to replace Nathan 
McSweeney with 19-year-old Sam Konstas 
for the Boxing Day Test against India, 
explaining that the move was intended to 
bring a "point of difference" to the squad. 
Australia recently announced their 15-
member team for the final two Tests of the 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy, with Konstas 
coming in for Mcsweeny, who had only 
made his Test debut in this BGT series 
opener in Perth.McSweeney, who debuted in 
the ongoing series, was dropped after just 
three matches, a move that sparked mixed 
reactions amongst fans and former 
cricketers alike.  However,  Bailey 
emphasised that the decision was made to 
strengthen Australia’s top-order batting, 
which has struggled against India’s 
formidable pace attack, particularly Jasprit 
Bumrah, who has been in some record-
breaking form down under."We remain 
confident Nathan has the ability and 
temperament to succeed at Test level in the 
future...It was a difficult decision to leave 
him out," Bailey told cricket.com.au on 
Mcsweeny.

"It has clearly been a challenge at the top of the 
order for batters throughout the series, and 
we want to provide the option of a different 
line-up for the next two matches... Sam gets 
a call-up to the Test squad for the first time. 
His style of batting offers a point of 
difference and we look forward to watching 
h i s  g a m e  d e v e l o p  f u r t h e r , "  h e  
added.Australia's batting unit took a 
concerning shape in the second innings of 
the Brisbane Test, where the lineup faltered 
despite a stellar first-innings performance. 
Travis Head had smashed 152 off 160 balls, 
and Steve Smith added a solid 101, but their 
collapse in the latter innings raised questions 
about the consistency of their opening pair in 
Mcsweeny  and  Usman  Khawaja .  
McSweeney, who was shifted to the 
opener’s role despite being a middle-order 
batter in domestic cricket, struggled to 
adapt, scoring only 72 runs across six 
innings—a record low for an Australian 
opener in their first six innings in over five 
decades.Khawaja, the senior opener, has 
also faced challenges, averaging just 12 runs 
in the series with a top score of 21. However, 
the selectors chose to back Khawaja while 
dropping McSweeney,  priori t is ing 
experience over youth.

R Ashwin retires: India's 
greatest match-winner 
deserved more respect

Australia selector explains 
'very difficult decision' of 

dropping Nathan McSweeney

ZBorder-Gavaskar Trophy: Australia 

named a 15-man squad for the last 

two tests against India on Friday. 

In a bold call, the Australian 

selectors dropped Nathan 

McSweeney and roped in 19-year-

old Sam Konstas. Pacers Jhye 

Richardson and Sean Abbott also 

returned to the squad.
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