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Conspiracy to save Amit Shah's skin:
Priyanka on BJP's allegations against Rahul

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Dec. 19: Congress MP Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra on Thursday termed the
BJP's allegations that her brother and party
leader Rahul Gandhi pushed a BJP MP a
"conspiracy to save Home Minister Amit
Shah's skin". She also accused the ruling
party MPs of indulging in "goondagardi" to
stop peacefully protesting opposition mem-
bers from entering Parliament. A face-off
between the opposition and NDA MPs in
Parliament premises over the alleged insult
to B R Ambedkar left BJP MPS Pratap
Chandra Sarangi and Mukesh Rajput
injured. The BJP accused Rahul Gandhi of
pushing 69-year-old Sarangi, a charge
rejected by the Congress leader. Priyanka
Gandhi said Rahul Gandhi, carrying B R
Ambedkar's photograph and raising slogan
of Jai Bhim, was peacefully going inside
Parliament but was stopped from doing so.
"We have been protesting for so many days and
there is always space for people to enter freely.
Peaceful protests are taking place daily from 10.30
am to 11 am. Today, for the first time, they (BJP
MPs) protested and stopped everyone and then

indulged in pushing and 'goodagardi' (hooligan-
ism)'," she told reporters in Parliament premises.
"And now to save Amit Shah's skin they have start-

ed this conspiracy that 'bhaiya' has pushed some-
one. Right before my eyes, Kharge ji was pushed
and he fell on the ground. Then they pushed a
CPI(M) MP who fell on Kharge ji. I thought it
would have broken his leg as it was visible from his
face that he was hurt," the Congress general secre-

tary said. She said a chair was brought for Kharge,
82, from somewhere and pointed out that peaceful
protests had been going on from their side. "This is

a conspiracy. We challenged those who were
stopping us to say 'Jai Bhim'. Why can't they
raise the slogan of 'Jai Bhim'?" Priyanka
Gandhi asked. She also dismissed the BJP's
claim that a passage was given to INDIA bloc
MPs to enter Parliament and claimed that
they were blocked from entering Parliament.
"We did not say anything, we kept raising our
slogans and kept fighting for our
Constitution. If people have any confusion
that the BJP will protect the Constitution then
that confusion should be over," she said.
Priyanka Gandhi claimed that the BJP's real
feelings have come out in the open in Amit
Shah's remarks. "Their (BJP's) real feelings
was in display here. They have violent inten-
tions, they cannot say Jai Bhim. I challenge
BJP MPs to stand here and say Jai Bhim,"

she said. Earlier, in a post in Hindi on X, Priyanka
Gandhi said, "BJP is repeatedly insulting
Babasaheb, who gave the Constitution to the coun-
try, who gave rights to every citizen, who changed
the lives of crores of Dalits and deprived people
with his thoughts and actions.

Govt committed to welfare of Beedi workers: Mandaviya
Naresh Malhotra

New Delhi, Dec. 19: Union Labour &
Employment Minister Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya said the Modi government
is committed to the welfare of beedi
workers and their families with the help
of several welfare schemes. Addressing
at the launch of the book titled "The
Need to Preserve, Protect, and Promote
Beedi Workers' Livelihood" on
Wednesday, the minister stressed that
the mantra of the Modi government is
"sabka saath sabka vikas". He said wel-
fare of poor people, farmers, and labour-
ers is the top priority of the Modi gov-
ernment. The book was released by the
All India Bidi Industry Federation
(AIBIF), in partnership with the
Triniketan Foundation for
Development, New Delhi. The book is
authored by Dr Anila Nair and Dr M M
Rehman. Other dignitaries included
Praful Bhai Patel, Member of
Parliament, Rajya Sabha, Dr Ashwani
Mahajan, National Convenor, Swadeshi Jagran
Manch, and B Surendran, All India
Organising Secretary, Bhartiya Mazdoor
Sangh. The guests launched major studies on

the Triniketan Foundation's website (trinike-
tanfoundation.org.in) along with two micro
studies conducted in Jabalpur, Madhya
Pradesh, and Bagdah, West Bengal. The study

revealed that for many women workers, beedi
rolling is more than just a job; it is a means of
dignity and self-reliance. It provides them with
an opportunity to earn a livelihood from the

comfort of their homes, sparing them the bur-
den of transport costs. Several women shared
how this opportunity had empowered them
with agency and independence. This impact is
especially visible in Solapur, Bengaluru,
Mysore, and Mandya. The event called for
reconsideration of GST on beedis, stressing
that for millions, beedi rolling is more than an
industry and it's a lifeline. The event aimed to
highlight the plight of beedi workers brought
together over 25 Members of Parliament and
assemblies cutting across political parties,
alongside major trade union representatives,
officials from the Department of Labour, and
beedi workers from Madhya Pradesh and
West Bengal. Praful Patel said, "It is important
that people have access to employment, and
the beedi industry's key characteristic is that
it provides employment in small villages
where jobs are scarce." Dr Ashwani Mahajan,
National Co-Convener, Swadeshi Jagaran
Manch, said since the increase in taxation
(GST) on beedis to 28 per cent from very low
excise duty in the past; there has been large-
scale dumping by cheap cigarettes from China
causing a huge loss to the exchequer, apart
from major loss of employment from this
major labour-intensive industry.

Mayawati says Ambedkar's dignity hurt,
Amit Shah must take back 'these words'

Navdeep Singh Sahni
Lucknow, Dec 19: Bahujan Samaj

Party (BSP) chief Mayawati on
Thursday said union home minister
Amit Shah hurt the dignity of the
architect of the Constitution, BR
Ambedkar, with his remark in the
Rajya Sabha earlier this week. She
asked the BJP leader to take back his
words. Lucknow: Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) chief Mayawati address-
es a press conference at her resi-
dence. Lucknow: Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) chief Mayawati addresses a
press conference at her residence. At
a press conference in Lucknow,
Mayawati further said Shah should
repent because there is anger and
resentment against him across the coun-
try. "The words used by Amit Shah in the
Parliament about the architect of the
Indian Constitution and messiah of Dalits
and other neglected classes, Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar, have greatly hurt Baba
Saheb's dignity and existence, and in a

way, he has been insulted. Now there is
tremendous anger and resentment
among his followers in the entire country

and he should take back these words and
he should also repent for this. Otherwise,
his (BR Ambedkar) followers will never
be able to forget this, just like the way
they haven't been able to forget the mis-
deeds of Congress towards Dr BR
Ambedkar," Mayawati said in a press con-
ference in Lucknow. During a debate on

the Constitution in Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday, Shah said the Congress had
made it a fashion to chant BR Ambedkar's

name. "Abhi ek fashion ho gaya hai
- Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar. Itna naam agar bhag-
wan ka lete to saat janmon tak
swarg mil jata (It has become a
fashion to say Ambedkar,
Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar, Ambedkar'. If they had
taken God's name so many times,
they would have got a place in
heaven)," he said. On Wednesday,
Amit Shah said the Congress had
distorted his remark. He also said
that successive Congress govern-

ments insulted BR Ambedkar by not con-
ferring on him the Bharat Ratna. He said
a government backed by the Bharatiya
Janata Party finally gave him the award in
1990. Earlier today, INDIA bloc MPs led
by Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi held a protest in the
Parliament premises. 

India moving forward at 'unprecedented' speed under Modi Govt: Rajnath
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Dec. 19: India was left
behind in terms of modern weapons and
technology but it moved towards self-
reliance in the defence sector at an
"unprecedented" pace after the Modi
government came to power, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said on
Thursday. In an address at an event,
Singh said modern warfare is changing
rapidly and there is a need to adopt high-
end technology to deal with future and
national security challenges. The
defence minister exhorted scientists and
engineers to gain command over critical
technologies, such as artificial intelli-
gence and quantum computing in tune
with the changing times, and urged them
to never forget India's heritage. Singh
was speaking at the Indian National
Academy of Engineering's Annual
Convention at IIT Delhi. The defence minis-
ter emphasised that the niche technologies
are going to impact almost every sector in a

big way in the coming times. "Right now,
we are in the initial phase. Our aim should
be to first gain command over these tech-
nologies, so that in the future, they can be
used for the welfare of the people to fulfil
their immediate basic needs," he said.

Singh pointed out that the world is continu-
ously evolving, and the defence sector can-
not remain untouched by this change. He
stated that earlier, due to some reasons,
India was left behind in terms of modern

weapons and technology, but ever since the
Modi government came to power, the coun-
try has moved towards self-reliance in
defence at an unprecedented pace, accord-
ing to the defence ministry. "Modern war-
fare is changing rapidly, therefore there is a

need to adopt high-end technolo-
gy. Towards this, we have brought
out schemes like Innovations for
Defence Excellence (iDEX) and
Technology Development Fund
(TDF) to bring out the talent of
the youth, through which their as
well as the nation's dreams can
come true," he said. The iDEX
was launched in 2018 to create an
eco-system to foster innovations
and encourage technological
development in the defence and
aerospace sector. Singh asserted

that India is passing through a "defining
moment" as it is exporting even those
weapons which it once imported. The
defence minister credited this "revolution-
ary transformation" to the collective efforts

of the public and private sectors, academia,
and engineers and innovators. He exuded
confidence that the country will soon
achieve a formidable technical edge in the
global arena. Singh lauded the role of IITs
in the scientific development of the country
in collaboration with the Defence Research
and Development Organisation and called
for establishing an even better organic rela-
tionship among the industry, research and
development organisations and academia.
"In developed countries, academic campus-
es play an important role in progressing
frontier technologies. There is a need to
explore ways on how to co-opt IIT Delhi
and similar institutions of higher scientific
learning and excellence with the govern-
ment's development campaign," he added.
"India is the youngest country at present.
Our youth have the passion and the ability
to innovate. Our government stands with
them at every step." Singh noted that the
government has been supporting the
youths in their quest for innovation and pro-
viding funds as per needs.

No problem if Ajit Pawar visits Hedgewar's
memorial: BJP leader Chitra Wagh

ST Correspondent
Mumbai, Dec. 19: BJP leader Chitra Wagh on

Thursday said there should not be any objection if
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar visits
the RSS founder's memorial as the Sangh had con-
tributed to the victory of all Mahayuti allies. The
Mahayuti, comprising the BJP, Eknath Shinde-led Shiv
Sena and Ajit Pawar's NCP, secured a landslide victory
in the Maharashtra assembly elections last month by
securing 230 of the 288 seats. On Thursday, Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis, Deputy CM Shinde, sev-
eral other BJP and Shiv Sena leaders as well as some
NCP legislators visited the memorial of RSS founder
Dr K B Hedgewar at Reshimbagh in Nagpur during
the legislature session underway in the city. After visit-

ing the memorial, Shinde said no one can ignore the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh's (RSS) contribution to
nation-building and that the ideologies of the Sangh
Parivar and Shiv Sena are same. Ajit Pawar did not visit
the memorial, though two legislators of his party went
there. Speaking to reporters during her visit to
Hedgewar's memorial, BJP MLC Chitra Wagh said
there should not be any problem with NCP leaders,
including Ajit Pawar, visiting Reshimbagh. "They
(RSS) indeed have played a crucial role. Nobody can
deny the contribution of the RSS in winning so many
seats. The RSS not only helped the BJP candidates to
win but even worked in support of its allies during the
assembly polls," she said. Wagh also said it was impor-
tant to embrace positive ideologies. "It is a good thing
to embrace a good school of thought. Hence, I feel they
(NCP leaders) will visit the RSS headquarters. The
RSS worked for the Mahayuti and made a significant
contribution. Neither the NCP nor Shiv Sena can ever
deny the contribution of the RSS," she added. When
Shiv Sena leader Dada Bhuse was asked about Pawar
skipping the visit, he said, "I am a junior party worker;
I cannot comment on his decision." Everybody has the
right to decide whether to visit such places or not, he
said. 

Kulgam encounter: Five
terrorists killed, two

security personnel injured
Jammu, Dec. 19: Five Hizbul Mujahideen

terrorists, including a self-styled top com-
mander of the outfit, were killed in an
encounter with security forces in Kulgam dis-
trict of Jammu and Kashmir on Thursday,
officials said here. Two security forces per-
sonnel sustained injuries in the operation that
was launched in the early hours of the day,
they said. Security forces launched a cordon
and search operation at Kadder in Behibagh
area of the district on Wednesday night fol-
lowing information about the presence of sus-
pected terrorists there, the officials said.
They said the search operation turned into an
encounter as the terrorists opened fire on
security forces, who retaliated. The slain
ultras include a self-styled commander of the
Hizbul Mujahideen Farooq Ahmad Bhat alias
Nali, who was allegedly involved in a series of
terror related crimes in south Kashmir area.
The other ultras killed in the operation have
been identified as Irfan Lone, Adil Hussain,
Mushtaq Itoo and Yasir Javaid, all local resi-
dents. Search operations were continuing in
the area as police requested local residents
not to go close to the encounter site due to
safety reasons.

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, Dec 19: The Supreme

Court on Thursday decried the disrob-
ing and public humiliation of two
women in Bihar on accusations of

witchcraft, describing the incident as a
“blot on the constitutional spirit” and a
grave affront to human dignity. The
Supreme Court underscored that viola-
tion of dignity strikes at the heart of
Article 21 of the Constitution, which
guarantees the right to live with dignity.
The Supreme Court underscored that
violation of dignity strikes at the heart
of Article 21 of the Constitution, which
guarantees the right to live with dignity.
A bench of justices CT Ravikumar and
Sanjay Karol castigated the Patna high

court and the Bihar government for
allowing the trial in the case to remain
stayed, emphasising the critical role of
the judiciary and state in safeguarding
basic human rights. Ravichandran

Ashwin announces retirement! -
For more details & latest news,
read on here “Dignity goes to the
very core of the existence of an
individual in society. Any action
which undermines dignity either
by an act of another person or
that of the State is potentially
going against the spirit of the
Constitution of India, which
guarantees the security of all per-
sons by ensuring that justice, lib-
erty and equality are avouched

for each and every person. In a strong-
ly worded judgment, the bench under-
scored that violation of dignity strikes
at the heart of Article 21 of the
Constitution, which guarantees the
right to live with dignity. The court ref-
erenced landmark rulings, including
Kesavananda Bharati Vs State of Kerala
(1973) and Francis Coralie Mullin Vs
Union Territory of Delhi (1981), affirm-
ing that the right to dignity forms part
of the Constitution’s basic structure
and is integral to the right to life. 

Disrobing of women a blot on
constitutional spirit: Supreme Court

Lucknow, Dec. 19: Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav launched a
scathing attack on the BJP on Thursday,
alleging the party and its leaders harbour
animosity toward B R Ambedkar and the

Constitution he helped frame. The Kannauj
MP's remarks came amid a massive politi-
cal row as the Congress and other opposi-
tion parties launched an all-out attack on
Amit Shah for his remarks on Ambedkar
and demanded his sacking, while Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and other top BJP
leaders rallied to his defence and said he
has exposed Congress' "anti-Ambedkar"

stand. Replying to the debate in the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday on the Constitution,
Shah had criticised the Congress for repeat-
edly taking the name of B R Ambedkar,
adding that if they took God's name so

many times they could have earned a
place in heaven. In a post on X, Yadav
said, "Those whose hearts are filled with
hatred cannot lead the country. What
happened is not just an insult to
Babasaheb, but also to the Constitution
he gave us. This is yet another extreme
example of the BJP's negative mindset.
The country now knows how much bit-
terness the BJP harbours toward
Babasaheb Ambedkar." "The BJP consid-
ers the Constitution to be its biggest
opponent because they believe it

obstructs their agenda to exploit and domi-
nate the poor, marginalised, and the
oppressed. This is highly condemnable,
deeply concerning and entirely objection-
able." Yadav, a former UP chief minister,
also emphasized the importance of the
Constitution as a shield against any form of
exploitation and dominance. He concluded
his X post with the call, 

Akhilesh Yadav accuses BJP of
insulting Ambedkar, Constitution





very happy and to stay with me GHAZIABAD. A 38-year-old man was 
during my illness like a son. At that on Wednesday charged under 
time, I was very ill, going through a provisions of the UP Prohibition of 
huge shock. He took advantage of my Unlawful Conversion of Religion Act 
mental and physical condition and after being accused by the father of the 
convinced me to agree," he alleged, woman he was to marry of abetting her 
adding Athar got him to sign a suicide.The 30-year-old woman set 
document that said he had no herself on fire on Dec 11 after her 
objection to a Hindu woman wedding plans with Faraz Athar fell 
marrying a Muslim man. The through, according to her father. The 
complainant said he agreed because nuptials, the father alleged, were 
of his illness and daughter's emotions, hurriedly fixed after he fell ill – the 70-
but it led him to a "trap" set by Athar. year-old, who has lung cancer, 
On Nov 24, he and his daughter met suffered a brain stroke and was 
Athar and his family – brother, hospitalised. But Athar, according to 
mother and sister – at Radisson in him, set conditions soon after that left 
Noida to finalise the wedding."All his daughter in anguish. He alleged he 
the transactions and expenses were had asked her to transfer all her 

last month, just before he suffered a handled by my daughter. On Dec 5, property to him and convert to Islam.
stroke, that his daughter had started she told me she had prepared all the Police said they had filed the charges 
following Islamic rituals. He said he wedding papers, but Athar was trying after investigation revealed a 
had seen her offer namaaz when he to postpone the wedding. On Dec 10, "conspiracy". Athar, a resident of 
had stepped into her room on Nov 14. she informed me he had deceived her Sector 105 in Noida who runs a ladies' 
After he was admitted and was in ICU, and didn't love her. He kept garments store in the city, was also 
he said Athar came to meet him and postponing and imposed a condition booked under BNS sections for 
sought his permission to marry his that she should transfer her property to abetment to suicide.In his complaint, 
daughter. "He promised to keep her him and convert to Islam properly. the woman's father said he had found 

Noida playschool owner hides camera 
in teachers’ washroom; arrested

Trader charged under conversion law 
after partner dies by suicide in Noida

affidavit at least one week before the next Gurgaon. The Haryana State Pollution 
date of hearing (Dec 17)". It also said Control Board (HSPCB) has registered a 
"since the documents filed by the case against MCG before the special 
petitioners clearly reveal that the leachate environmental court in Faridabad, 
has flown out of the landfill and that even alleging violations of solid waste 
the solid waste and leachate have spread management rules at Bandhwari landfill.
across the forest area, appropriate action On the tribunal's order, HSPCB also has 
of imposit ion of environmental  levied a monthly environmental 
compensation is required to be compensation of Rs 10 lakh on MCG in 
taken…"Environmenta l i s t s  have  April 2020.The total fine reached Rs 5.6 
welcomed the initiative."HSPCB's crore by Nov2024, of which the civic 
decision to file a prosecution case against body has paid Rs 2.8 crore, leaving an 
MCG is a significant step towards equal amount unpaid, an affidavit 
ensuring accountability and compliance submitted by HSPCB member secretary 

green tribunal raised queries on violations prescribed parameters. With leachate with environmental regulations. The Pradeep Kumar to NGT on Monday 
during a hearing of two petitions filed by flowing out of the landfill during accumulated fines highlight negligence. stated.The affidavit further read, "HSPCB 
Poonam Yadav, a resident, and Vivek monsoon, groundwater must be further It's crucial that MCG addresses these filed a prosecution case against MCG and 
Kamboj, an environmentalist on Sept 3. contaminated. Therefore, a fresh report in issues promptly to protect  our  the concerned corporation officials before 
The petitioners alleged that daily waste is respect of the quality of groundwater in environment and public health," said an the special environmental court, vide 
being dumped continuously at Bandhwari the area concerned is required." env i ronmen ta l  ac t iv i s t  Va i sha l  complaint number 820/2024. The case is 
landfill in violation of NGT's order in "Hence, we direct CPCB to obtain Rana.MCG, meanwhile, had submitted its listed for consideration on Feb 25, 2025, 
2022, which directed both Gurgaon and groundwater samples from the locations action plan to NGT, indicating the before the district and sessions court in 
Faridabad municipal corporations to stop which are mentioned in the reply of charcoal plant project is scheduled for Gurgaon."When contacted by TOI, 
it.NGT's Sept 3, 2022 order stated, "In HSPCB dated May 15, 2024, get it tested launch by Dec 16, 2026.The corporation HSPCB regional officer Nirmal Kashyap 
HSPCB's May 2024 reply, the results of and analysed, and submit the report before also informed the tribunal that it asked confirmed that the state pollution board 
groundwater analysis of that area the tribunal…" the order further HSIIDC to allocate 15 acres of land on a h a s  b e e n  i m p o s i n g  m o n t h l y  
(Bandhwari) were mentioned, which stated.The tribunal then asked the HSPCB rental basis in Fazilwas, out of 1,128 acres compensation on MCG since April 2020 
revealed that at almost all locations, the member secretary to take "appropriate acquired for expansion of IMT Manesar for non-compliance with the solid waste 
results were found to be beyond the punitive action and file a report by way of to divert daily waste.management rules at the landfill.The 

HSPCB says MCG flouted waste rules 
at Bandhwari in Gurgaon, files case

8 yrs & counting, MCG yet to 
take over DLF 1-3 in Gurgaon

certificate. DLF applied for the certificate Gurgaon. Despite repeated orders from the 
in 2022, but it has yet to be granted the chief minister and the department of town 
same, creating another layer of and country planning (DTCP) over the 
bureaucratic delay. Vice president and past eight years, MCG is yet to take over 
head, facility management, DLF City, maintenance of DLF phases 1-3. In its 
Nitya Mohan said, "The MCG is not latest submission to the Punjab and 
adequately prepared to manage a Haryana high court, MCG said it lacks 
residential colony of this scale. There is funds and manpower to maintain these 
no scope of work, request for proposal colonies.The case, filed by the Gurgaon 
(RFP) for facility management, or Citizens Council, was to be heard on 
manpower assessment in place. Existing Monday but it could not take place and the 
colonies under MCG's care are in distress, next date was given for Feb 4.
highlighting inefficiencies. While DLF "It is most respectfully submitted that the 
has repaired infrastructure as per the DPR, colonies in question cover an area of 
ensuring residents' convenience remains approximately 1,500 acres. Details of 
a priority."He said that the takeover of infrastructure have to be added. It is 
DLF phases I, II and III should only occur respectfully submitted that in its current written orders in 2016 directing MCG to reasons for the prolonged delay in taking 
post-grant of completion certificates and state, the MCG does not have the take over the maintenance of DLF phases over DLF phases 1-3, which span 1,500 
through systematic SOPs, including RFPs manpower or finances to remove the 1-3. These orders were reiterated by the acres. In May 2024, the HC directed the 
for 24/7 facility operations, to avoid deficiencies and thereafter maintain the CM in 2017 and 2019. However, the MCG to file a status report on the issue. In 
compromising service quality and said colonies in perpetuity," MCG said in corporation failed to act.What is its response, MCG's executive engineer 
residents' comfort. This prolonged its response to the HC.The MCG particularly striking is that MCG has Sanjeev Kumar said that the corporation 
inaction has fueled allegations of a nexus submitted that the said colonies can only taken over the maintenance of other does not have the resources to maintain 
between MCG officials and DLF. be taken over if the developer provides colonies developed by private builders the large colony unless DLF Limited or 
Activists argue such a delay benefits the the necessary expenditure to the such as Suncity, Sushant Lok, Palam the DTCP provides financial assistance.
builder while depriving residents of basic corporation to undertake the necessary Vihar, South City, Nirvana Country and On the other hand, DLF has linked the 
services and infrastructure maintenance works regarding deficiencies and Malibu Town during the same period. takeover to the issuance of a completion 
under public accountability. maintenance.The DTCP first issued This raises serious questions about the 

Noida lists 200 illegal 
bldgs, may be razed

Noida. Noida Authority has identified over 200 
unauthorised buildings and is planning to 
demolish them. These structures, including 
showrooms and flats, were constructed on 
govt-notified land without permission.The 
move came after the Authority issued final 
notices to owners, giving them 15 days to 
present their cases. With the deadline 
approaching, the Authority plans to raze the 
illegal structures if the owners fail to respond 
satisfactorily.In the first phase of inspections, 
several buildings in Barola were identified for 
demolition. Police support has already been 
requested to ensure the process runs 
smoothly.Earlier in May, the Authority had 
finalised an agency to handle the demolition 
of taller structures. However, the matter 
stalled after the building owners approached 
the courts and sought a stay. Following the 
court's directive, final notices have now been 
issued to the owners.

In Barola alone, at least 14 illegal buildings 
were identified. Salarpur has around 20 such 
structures, while Hajipur has approximately 
30.

Many of these illegal structures have been 
occupied for years and even have basic 
amenities like parking and electricity.The 
land mafias  responsible  for  these  
constructions often acquired or encroached on 
the land by purchasing it from farmers.Since 
Aug, the Noida Authority, in collaboration 
with the district administration, conducted 
inspections across several villages and noted 
widespread encroachments on notified 
land.This year, the Noida Authority reclaimed 
approximately 45 acres of encroached land 
worth over Rs 900 crore. Since 2020, it freed 
around 135 acres of land valued at more than 
Rs 2,000 crore across various sectors and 
floodplains along the Yamuna and Hindon 
rivers.The encroachment issue is particularly 
severe in villages like Sadarpur, Haibatpur, 
Parthala Khanjarpur, Mamura, Sorkha 
Zahidabad, and Gulawali, as well as in new 
sectors like 150, 152, 162, and 164, which are 
still under development. According to official 
data, about 1,400 acres of land in the city 
remain encroached upon.

News box

Gurgaon. A 20-year-old woman was killed allegedly by 
her husband at their house in Ballabgarh's Sahupura on 
Tuesday night.Anchal, a housewife, was married to 
Rajender alias Monu, a native of Shahdara and a 
labourer, for a year, said Ballabgarh Sadar inspector 
Umesh Kumar.In her complaint to the police, the 
victim's mother, Poonam, alleged that at around 8pm 
on Tuesday, she received a call from her daughter's 
neighbours saying that she was killed. "I rushed to 
Anchal's house with my husband and her stepfather, 
Dharmender Kumar. She was strangled by her 
husband and was lying dead on the floor," Poonam 
alleged.Alerted by locals, police reached the spot and 
sent the body for post-mortem examination. "When 
we reached the victim's house, her body was lying on 
the floor. It was covered up to the neck with a blanket 
and froth was coming out of her nose. There were 
injury marks on the neck as well. We sent the body for 
autopsy after collecting necessary evidence," SI 
Harkesh stated in the FIR.A murder case was 
registered against Rajender under BNS Section 103 
(1) on Wednesday on the complaint of the woman's 
family. Rajender is on the run, and police said marital 
discord could be the reason for the murder.

Woman (20) murdered at 
home, husband on the run; 
cops suspect marital discord

Chandigarh. The Punjab and Haryana high court 
dismissed plea filed by senior Congress functionary 
and MLA Mamman Khan against segregation of his 
trial by the trial court in Nuh from other accused in 
connection with the July 2023 Nuh violence case.

The HC was of the view that it would not be wrong to say 
that segregation of the trial has made the job of the 
prosecution more onerous, and Khan is not going to 
suffer any prejudice on that count.

"A fortiorari, it is not the case of the petitioner that 
charges framed by the trial court are prima facie not 
made out against him. Thus, in such a factual situation, 
mere segregation of the trial shall not cause any 
prejudice to the petitioner; nor can it be contended that 
the trial court is lacking jurisdiction to follow such a 
course; rather, in view of the legal provisions, the trial 
court is fully empowered to segregate the trial," the 
HC held in its order released on Wednesday.

The bench of Justice Mahabir Singh Sindhu also 
dismissed Khan's plea for quashing the charge framed 
against him in this case, observing, "Prima facie, it is 
discernible that the petitioner, being a lawmaker 
(MLA), has broken the law, and in order to maintain 
the faith of the common man as well as to uphold the 
Rule of Law, there would be no harm if the elected 
representative is brought to justice expeditiously."

Justice Mahabir Singh Sindhu passed these orders while 
dismissing the plea filed by Khan, an MLA from 
Ferozepur Jhirka in Haryana's Nuh district. He 
approached the HC for quashing the order dated 
August 28, 2023, passed by the additional sessions 
judge, Nuh, directing the prosecution to file a separate 
charge sheet regarding him. It was also ordered to 
segregate the trial from other co-accused in FIR 
No.150 dated August 1, 2023, registered at Nagina 
police station in Nuh district. He also challenged the 
order dated November 25, whereby charges were 
framed against him.

Noida. Panic gripped a Noida school on Wednesday 
morning after a fake bomb threat was received at the 
official email ID.

Police and parents were informed and the school was 
combed, but no bombs were found, police said. The 
incident occurred at Pacific World School in 
Greater Noida West, DCP (Central Noida) Shakti 
Mohan Avasthy said."The mails came from an 
unknown ID with no proper credentials. The school 
followed the proper protocols," police said. "The 
school's official email ID received a message at 9.29 
am saying there was a bomb on the premises. The 
staff immediately informed police and officials 
from Bisrakh police station reached the spot," 
Avasthy said.

About 10 minutes after the first mail, a second one 
was received from the same ID informing that the 
threat was a hoax, he said. Officials checked the 
entire premises but did not find any objectionable 
items.

As a precaution, the bomb disposal unit was called to 
comb the school campus, said Avasthy. A senior 
police official said that the school has about 3,000 
students and 250 staff members. Along with the 
police, the staff also sent out a letter to all the parents 
explaining the threat and reassured them that the 
school campus was checked and declared safe.

Mail says bomb in Noida 
school, then clarifies it’s just 
a hoax

HC dismisses plea by 
Mamman Khan in Nuh 
violence case

Gurgaon. A leopard entered a tin shed at Kanuka in 
Rewari on Wednesday evening and was safely rescued 
by Haryana forest and wildlife officials.

The incident caused panic amongthe villagers.
The situation remained under control as residents 

spotted the leopard entering the tin shed and promptly 
shut the gate from outside before alerting police and 
wildlife department.Wildlife officials arrived at the 
scene and commenced rescue operations at 8.30pm.

Divisional forest officer Deepak Patil said the proximity 
of Kanuka village to the Aravalis likely explains the 
leopard's presence. "We carried out the rescue 
operation and it was rescued," he said.

"The rescue team from Gurgaon reached the spot by 9 
pm and tranquilsed and rescued the leopard," added 
Patil.

Leopard strays into Gurgaon’s 
Rewari village, rescued by 
foresters

Vinod confessed to her that he any recorder. Sometimes, he would Noida. The owner of a playschool in 
installed the camera on the directions just watch it live," DCP (central Sector 70 was arrested on Tuesday for 
of Sahay.Police said Sahay was Noida) Shakti Mohan Avasthy said on allegedly installing a camera inside a 
arrested and an FIR was registered Wednesday.The DCP added that no washroom used by teachers on its 

one else appears to have had any campus.Police said on Wednesday 
information about the camera, but Navanish Sahay, a resident of 
they will investigate the teacher's Ghaziabad, had opened the play 
accusation that the guard knew about school in April earlier this year.
it.A senior police officer told TOI the He was arrested by a team from the 
camera was hidden in the bulb holder. Phase 3 station after one of the 
"The camera's live feed was teachers at the playschool noticed the 
available on the playschool owner's camera.According to the teacher's 
mobile and computer. Unless complaint, she had gone to the 
someone looked at it closely, the washroom on Dec 10, when she saw 
camera was difficult to spot," he something amiss in the bulb holder. 
said.Investigators said nine children Suspicious, she asked a school 
were enrolled in the playschool. security guard to check and found the 
Other than the coordinator, there camera.The teacher said she informed 

were two women teachers, a woman against him Section 77 (voyeurism) of the school's director – Sahay – and its 
staffer and the security guard.Earlier BNS, apart from relevant provisions coordinator Parul. But neither of them 
in Sept, a spy camera was found in the of the IT Act.On questioning, police took any action, she said in the 
washroom of the girls' hostel of a found that Sahay bought a camera complaint.The teacher told police that 
prominent engineering college in online for Rs 2,200 when he started the she had made a similar discovery a 
Sector 62. Students of the college held playschool and hid it inside a wall-while back and alerted the coordinator, 
protests afterwards, demanding action mounted bulb in the washroom."The but – then too – no action was taken. At 
against the accused.accused said the camera doesn't have the time, she alleged, a security guard 

Speed breaker with no markings leave this stretch more dangerous
Gurgaon. A raised pedestrian crossing was constructed on the Golf Course Road to slow down traffic, but work on

it was suspended, leaving this concrete obstruction without any markings and commuters at the risk of an accident.
The issue came to the fore after a video circulating on social media showed a BMW driver hitting the breaker at a high
speed, causing the car to mid-air for milliseconds before it lands on the road with a thud. There are sparks from the
car as metal scrapes the road. The video shows another truck losing balance as its driver fails to hit the brakes in time.
GMDA officials on Monday confirmed that the incidents in the clip were from Golf Course Road. They said the author-
ity was constructing a tabletop crossing near La Lagune in Sector 54 as the area is prone to speeding and
accidents."After the construction of the tabletop crossing on one side of the road, DLF representatives and its securi-
ty staff with 50-odd bouncers stopped the contractor from carrying out work further on the night of Oct 26. They told
the official at the site that they will remove the crossing. We have apprised the matter to the GMDA CEO and a meet-
ing has been called on Tuesday to decide on how to proceed further," a GMDA official said. DLF officials refused to
comment on queries about halting the construction work. But sources said the realtor, which maintains areas near Golf
Course, plans to install temporary barricades to mitigate the risk of accidents and slow down traffic on the stretch. "The
company will take up the matter with GMDA to deter-
mine the best course of action regarding the unmarked
speed breaker, whether it should be removed or main-
tained with appropriate markings to enhance visibility till
a permanent solution is worked out," the source added.
The GMDA official said that the authority was tasked to
build the tabletop crossing by the District Road Safety
Committee, which had approved its construction in April
after a pedestrian was killed by a speeding vehicle on the
stretch. This raised pedestrian crossing, called a tabletop
crossing, is designed to slow down vehicles and make it
more visible to commuters.But the one on Golf Course
Road does not have the markings of a zebra crossing
along with other safety features such as road studs, cat
eyes, and cautionary signage.Golf Course Road has long
been plagued by speeding, with vehicles often seen cruis-
ing beyond 100kmph, well above the limits of 60kmph on
surface roads and 50kmph on underpasses.
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NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that my client Mrs. Shakti Khati is the
owner of Flat No. SRA- 31A, on Ground Floor, area measuring 80 sq. mtrs.,
situated at Shipra Riviera, Gyan Khand-III, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, U.P,
Initially, Allotment Letter dated 30.06.1997 issued by GDA & Shipra Estate (P)
Ltd. in favour of Mr. Sandeep Kumar in respect of the said property
(Missing)., later, GPA, 30.11.2002 executed by Mr. Sandeep Kumar in favour
of Mrs. Shakti Khati in respect of the said property (Missing)., later, Lease of
Land and Sale of Super Structures dated 21.02.2003 executed by GDA in
favour of Mrs. Shakti Khati in respect of the said property, duly Regd. as Doc.
No. 3323, Book No. I, Vol. No. 2493, Page Nos. 205-238 on 21.02.2003 at
SRO-Ghaziabad. who will be mortgaging the said property with
Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company Ltd. Whosoever is hav-
ing any objection to the said mortgage or anyone has claim or right or inter-
est in the property shall contact the undersigned with the objection within 07
days failing which it shall be presumed that there stands no objections.
NEW DELHI     PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE
DATE: 19/12/2024  Enrl. No. D/721/02

Office: L-27,GF,  Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48
Mob.: 9968006418

PUBLIC NOTICE
The general public is hereby informed
that Mrs. Amrita, wife of Mr. Pradeep
Paswan, intends to purchase
Residential Flat No. FF-C, on first floor
without roof rights, area of 350 sq. feet
(32.515 sq. meters), LIG type, on Plot
No. NK-I/433, Bhaseen Apartment-2,
situated at Indirapuram, Ghaziabad,
Tehsil & District Ghaziabad, U.P. -
201014, from Mrs. Ranju Singh, wife of
Mr. Rajender Singh. Mrs. Ranju Singh
acquired the said property through a
Sale Deed dated 23.01.2008 from Mr.
Santan Singh. Please note that the
chain of documents including the origi-
nal Registration Particular Page of the
Sale Deed dated 23.01.2008 (Regd.
No. 1742), is missing and has been
lost. An FIR (LAR No:
20240000984801) was registered on
17.12.2024 with the Unit: Police
Computer Center Technical Services,
HQ, Lucknow. The property is to be
financed by Hinduja Housing Finance
Ltd., Branch Noida Sector-22, Uttar
Pradesh. Any person(s) found in pos-
session of aforesaid property and any
objection, then kindly contact the
undersigned along with original proper-
ty document, within 07 days from date
of this notice on below address, failing
which, the claim as per aforesaid sale
deed shall be treated as null and void
in respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I, Shekh
Asagar S/O Shekh Samil R/O WZ
Shakurpur Village, Saraswati Vihar,
Dist: North West Delhi , Delhi -110034,
declare that name of mine and my wife
has been wrongly written as Mohd
Asgar Alias Shekh  Asagar and
Shehnaz Alias Juhi Khatoon in my
minor  daughter namely Ajmeri Khatoon
aged 14 years in her birth certificate No.
MCDOLIR -2210-004424846, the actu-
al name of mine and my wife are Shekh
Asagar and Juhi Khatoon

NAME CHANGE
I, GOPAL SINGH RATHOR Father
of No. 3016764L Rank-NK Name-
SHUBHAM SINGH RATHOR R/o
VILL-SINGPURA, PO-SAHAV,
TEHSIL-JALAUN, DIST-JALAUN,
UTTAR PRADESH-285123 have
changed my name from GOPAL
SINGH RATHOR to GOPAL SINGH
for all future purposes and in my
son’s service records my date of
birth wrongly mentioned as
17/09/1971 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/01/1970 vide
Affidavit dated 19/12/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Piyush Kumar Gupta S/o- Jagdish
Prasad Gupta R/o G-111, Ashok Vihar
phase 1, opp Lions public school
Delhi 110052 have changed my
name from Piyush Kumar Gupta to
Piyush Gupta for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Pallvi Sinha W/o Ranjeet Chandra
R/o E-284 1st floor Double Storey,
Ramesh Nagar West Delhi -110015
have changed my minor daughter
name from Nandini to Nandini chan-
dra for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
AFSAR S/o AKHTAR ALI R/o House
No. M 92, F/F, Gali No. 1, Subhash
Mohalla Maujpur, North East Delhi,
Delhi - 110053 declare that name of
mine and my Father has been
wrongly written as AFSAR KHAN
and SHRI AKHTARKHAN in my
Driving License No. DL05-
20070013718. The actual name of
mine and my Father is AFSAR and
AKHTAR ALI which may be amend-
ed accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, KRISHNAMOORTHY RAMAKRISHNAN
S/o R KRISHNA MOORTHY, Permanent
Address G - 207, First Floor, AWHO Colony, Ved
Vihar, Secundrabad, Tirumalagiri, Hyderabad,
Telangana - 500015, Present Address Flat No
C-1/92, Plot No. 4, Sector - 11, Dwarka, New
Delhi - 110075 have changed the name of my
minor Daughter ESHAANYA RAMAKRISH-
NAN alias R ESHAANYA, aged 13 years and
she shall hereafter be known as ESHAANYA
RAMAKRISHNAN.

NAME CHANGE
I, KRISHNAMOORTHY RAMAKRISHNAN
S/o R KRISHNA MOORTHY, Permanent
Address G - 207, First Floor, AWHO Colony,
Ved Vihar, Secundrabad, Tirumalagiri,
Hyderabad, Telangana - 500015, Present
Address Flat No. C-1/92, Plot No. 4, Sector -
11, Dwarka, New Delhi - 110075 have
changed the name of my minor son ADITYA
RAMAKRISHNAN alias R ADITYA, aged 16
years and he shall hereafter be known as
ADITYARAMAKRISHNAN.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as AJAY alias AJAY
KUMAR S/o MAHENDER KUMAR
residing at AC-16, Tel Mill Marg,
Amar Puri, Pahar Ganj, Central
Delhi, Swami Ram Tirth Nagar, Delhi
- 110055 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
AJAY KUMAR.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
VIKAS S/o SATVIR R/o H.No. -
4412/D, STREET No.-7, AJIT
NAGAR, DHARMPURA, GANDHI
NAGAR, EAST DELHI, DELHI-
110031 declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as RAVI in
my Driving License No. DL-
0520160298735 and Pan card No.
CBSPR6651R. The actual name of
mine is VIKAS which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as SANA D/o RAM
CHANDER R/o WZ-25GF, VILLAGE
SHAKUR PUR, DELHI-110034 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as SHAINA.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
KUSHMA W/O RAVINDRA KUMAR
R/o D-60, Old Jasola Village, Jamia
Nagar, South Delhi, Delhi-110025
declare that name of mine and my
husband have been wrongly written
as KUSHMA DEVI and RAVINDER
KUMAR in my minor daughter
namely NIDHI KUMARI aged 16
years in her School Record. The
actual name of mine and my hus-
band are KUSHMA and RAVINDRA
KUMAR respectively.

NAME CHANGE
I, Pallvi Sinha W/o Ranjeet Chandra
R/o E-284 1st floor Double Storey,
Ramesh Nagar West Delhi -110015
have changed my minor son name
from Agastya to Agastya chandra for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Pallavi sinha W/o-Ranjeet
Chandra R/o E-284 1st floor, Double
Storey, Ramesh Nagar West Delhi -
110015 have changed my name
from Pallavi sinha to Pallvi sinha for
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
BIMLA YADAV W/o Late JAGERAM
YADAV, R/o Near Yadav Choupal,
Sector - 8, Dwarka, Bagdola Village,
South West Delhi, Delhi-110077,
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as BAPO DEVI in
my Husband PPO No.
210299400344. The actual name of
mine is BIMLA YADAV, which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SAPNASINGHAL
alias SAPNA GUPTA D/o PRABHU
DAYAL GOYAL, and W/o SUNIL
KUMAR R/o A-65, II & III Floor, Near
Ram Mandir, Surajmal Vihar, Laxmi
Nagar, East Delhi, Delhi-110092,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as SAPNA
GUPTA, for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Pallavi W/o-Ranjeet Chandra R/o
E-284 1st floor, Double Storey,
Ramesh Nagar West Delhi -110015
have changed my name from Pallavi
to Pallvi sinha for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, NIRMLA DEVI is Mother of No.
4009260L Rank-NK Name- LALIT
KUMAR, R/o VILL-KAND KOSRI,
PO- DHARER, 0054EH-BAIJNATH,
DIST-KANGRA (HP)-176125 have
changed my name from NIRMLA
DEVI to NIRMALA DEVI for all
future purposes. And in my son serv-
ice record my date of birth wrongly
mentioned is 01/07/1957 instead of
01/01/1966. Vide Affidavit dated
19/12/2024 executed before Notary
Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, CHAINOO RAM is father of No.
4009260L Rank-NK Name- LALIT
KUMAR, R/o VILL-KAND KOSRI,
PO- DHARER, TEH-BAIJNATH,
DIST-KANGRA (HP)-176125have
changed my name from CHAINOO
RAM to CHAINU RAM for all future
purposes. And in my son service
record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned is 07/02/1952 instead of
01/01/1960. Vide Affidavit dated
19/12/2024 executed before Notary
Public Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGED
I, SARAGADA HARILAKSHMI
Spouse of No. JC-333944A Rank-
SUBEDAR Name- S MAH-
ESWARARAO SARAGADA R/o
DOOR NO-4-79, VILLAGE PATHA
CHERUKUPALLI, POST-CHITTI-
VALASA, MANDAL-BHOGAPU-
RAM, DISTT-VIZIANAGARAM,
STATE- ANDHRA PRADESH, PIN-
531162 have changed my date of
birth from 29/09/1989 to 29/09/1994
for all future purposes. Vide Affidavit
dated 18.12.2024. before Sub
Divisional magistrate Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. JC-333944A Rank- SUBE-
DAR Name- S MAHESWARARAO
SARAGADA R/o DOOR NO-4-79,
VILLAGE PATHA CHERUKUPALLI,
POST-CHITTIVALASA, MANDAL-
BHOGAPURAM, DISTT-VIZIANA-
GARAM, STATE- ANDHRA
PRADESH, PIN-531162, have
changed my son name from S S S G
SUDHEER KUMAR to SARAGADA
SURYA SAI GANESH SUDHEER
KUMAR for all future purposes. Vide
Affidavit dated 18.12.2024. before
Sub Divisional magistrate Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, VERINDER  KUMAR S/O
BHAGWAN DASS residing at
HOUSE NO-287-A, NEAR KHERA,
FATEHGARH, AMBALA Haryana-
134201 INDIA have changed my
name to  VIRENDER KUMAR  for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Ashish Kumar, S/o shri Satish
Kashyap, R/o. JE/1, First Floor
Paradise Building Khidki Extension,
Tikona Park Malviya Nagar Malviya
Nagar South Delhi Delhi 110017, Have
Change my name to Ashish Kumar
Kashyap for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, HEMRAJ Father of No. 16118768P
Rank-SPR Name-ANILKUMAR R/o H
NO-57, FEROZEPUR KALAN,
FATEHPUR TAGGA, FARIDABAD,
HARYANA-121004, have changed my
name from HEMRAJ to HEM CHAND
for all future purposes and in my son’s
service records my date of birth wrong-
ly mentioned as 01/01/1959 instead of
my correct date of birth as 03/07/1961
vide Affidavit dated 19/12/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NIKHL KUMAR S/O NATHU RAM
residing at S-28, SECOND FLOOR,
PRIVATE  COLONY, SHRINIWAS
PURI, DELHI-110065. Have changed
my name to NIKHILfor all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as KAJAL
Daughter of RAJU NISHAD  resid-
ing at H NO-WZ-81, 2ND FLOOR,
TIHAR VILLAGE, TILAK NAGAR,
DELHI-110018 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as KAJAL NISHAD.

NAME CHANGE
I, B MANI Father of No-16115534A,
Rank-HAV, Name-BASKAR M
Residing at H. No-26/4, VILL-VASAN-
THAPURAM ALANGANERI, PO-
MELMOIL, TEHSIL- K V KUPPAM,
DIST-VELLORI, TAMIL NADU-
632203 have changed my name from
B MANI to P MANI for all future pur-
poses and in my son’s service
records my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/07/1959 instead of my
correct date of birth as 05/02/1959
vide Affidavit dated 19/12/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-16115534A, Rank-HAV, Name-
BASKAR M Father of B THAVANESH
Residing at H. No-26/4, VILL-VASAN-
THAPURAM ALANGANERI, PO-
MELMOIL, TEHSIL- K V KUPPAM,
DIST-VELLORI, TAMIL NADU-
632203 have changed my minor
son’s name from B THAVANESH to
THAVANESH B for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 19/12/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, M MALLIKA Mother of No-
16115534A, Rank-HAV, Name-
BASKAR M Residing at H. No-26/4,
VILL-VASANTHAPURAM ALAN-
GANERI, PO-MELMOIL, TEHSIL- K
V KUPPAM, DIST-VELLORI, TAMIL
NADU-632203 have changed my
name from M MALLIKA to S MALLI-
GA for all future purposes and in my
son’s service records my date of
birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1969 instead of my correct
date of birth as 10/06/1968 vide
Affidavit dated 19/12/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I KUSUM
Paswan W/O Dara Paswan R/O RZ-
633/313 - GALI No-6C, 6D, 6F, GEETAN-
JALI PARK, WEST SAGAR PUR, NEW
DELHI, DELHI -110046,declare that
name of mine and my husband has been
wrongly written as Koshami Devi and
Yugesh Paswan in my Aadhaar Card no
9014 5376 9454,The actual name of
mine and my husband are  Kusum
Paswan and Dara  Paswan,which may
be amended accordingly .

NAME CHANGE
I, IC-84771X Rank-CAPTAIN
Name-TARANJEET SINGH S/o
BIKAR SINGH Residing at TOOR
PATTI, WARD NO-12, BHAWANI-
GARH, SANGRUR, PUNJAB-
148026 have changed my mother’s
name from BALJEET KAUR to
BALJIT KAUR for all future purpos-
es and in my service records my
mother’s date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 13/08/1967 instead of her
correct date of birth as 01/01/1975
vide Affidavit dated 19/12/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, TUSHAR KUMAR GUPTA S/O
SHAILENDER KUMAR GUPTA
residing at G-167/E GROUND
FLOOR NEAR MCD HOSPITAL DIL-
SHAD COLONY DELHI-110095.
Have changed my name to TUSHAR
GUPTA for all future purpose.NAME CHANGE

I ASHIMA SACHDEVA W/O
LOKESH KALRAR/O A-92 SECTOR
47 NOIDA GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR
PIN 201303 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ASHIMA

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general public
at large that our client Mrs. Hema
W/o Mr. Anup Ahuja is the owner of
Freehold Residential Built up Third
Floor (Floor No. T-7), with roof/ter-
race rights, Built on Property Bearing
No. 3, area measuring 95 Sq. Yards,
out of total land area measuring 300
Sq. Yards, out of Khasra No. 692, sit-
uated in the Revenue Estate of
Village Nawada, Delhi state Delhi
Colony known as Om Vihar, Phase-I,
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-110059. By
Virtue of Notarized General Power of
Attorney along with ATS & Will Dated
10.08.2024, now our client is declar-
ing that that any other Person does
not have any right over the said prop-
erty, and Same property., sold too be
Mr. Ashok Sharma & Mr. Anuradha
Sharma and same has been finance
by SMFG India Home Finance
Company Limited Branch: Subhash
Nagar New Delhi.  If any person is
having objection right of claim against
the said property, contact to under-
signed along with supporting docu-
ments within 07 days from the date of
publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found by
anyone. Thereafter no claim shall be
entertained.

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I Arvind
Kumar Verma S/O Shiv Kumar Varma,
R/O S- 184/242, BLOCK -B, NEW
SANJAY CAMP, OKHLA PHASE - 1.
Okhla Industrial Area Phase-1, South
Delhi, Delhi-110020, declare that name
of mine and my minor daughter has
been wrongly written as Arvind Kumar
and Khushi in my minor daughter
namely Khushi Verma aged 16 years
in her adhar card no 3041 0022 5588
and name mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as Arvind in her birth certificate no
MCDOLIR 0114006090579,The actual
name of mine and my minor daughter
are Arvind Kumar Verma and Khushi
Verma, which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I RITA W/O SANJAY SWAROOP
YADAV R/O RZ-40 GALI NO-1 VEER
NAGAR WEST SAGARPUR DELHI
110046 HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO RITA YADAV

NAME CHANGE
I, Salman Khan S/o Idrish Khan R/o
653/B, Sainik Colony, Sector-49,
Faridabad, Haryana-121001 Have
Changed My Name To Salman For All
Future Purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, Divyanshi Shukla Pandey W/o
Pranov Pandey R/o H-584C, 2nd
Floor, Palam Vihar, Choma(62),
Gurgaon, Haryana-122017 Have
Changed My Name To Divyanshi
Pandey For All Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Sneha Yadav W/o Samrat
Bhambhu R/o H.No-214, Ground
Floor, Sector-17A, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001 Have Changed My
Name To Sneha Yadav Bhambhu For
All Future Purpose

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, SOUMYA S NAIR Wife of No-
15669181L Rank-HAV, Name-BINU
R KURUP Presently residing at
MURALEE MANDIRAM, TEH-
ADOOR, VIA KAIPATTOOR,
ANGADICKAL, ANGADICAL
NORTH, PATHANAMTHITTA, KER-
ALA-689648, in my husband’s serv-
ice records my date of birth wrongly
mentioned as 11/07/1987 instead of
my correct date of birth as 17/07/1987
vide Affidavit dated 19/12/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

New Delhi. Senior leader of Bharatiya
Janata Party Delhi Pradesh and Business
Cell Co-ordinator Delhi State Co-Chief
and social worker Ramdas Malik said that
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was a true well-wish-
er of not only Dalits but the entire Hindu
society. He repeatedly warned Pandit
Nehru that why do you talk only about
the Muslim community, why don't you
talk about the Hindu society and why are
you hell-bent on dividing the country fur-
ther. I want to say this very responsibly
that at that time many Hindu organiza-
tions also did not support Ambedkar ji as
much as they should have and today
when I see how for the last two days the
Congress and the opposition parties are
trying to take advantage by politicizing
Ambedkar ji's name, in fact these are the
same people who never gave as much
importance to Ambedkar ji as they
should have. Amit Shah ji said that if
these people had given importance, then
after independence, Baba Saheb
Ambedkar would have been made the
Law and Justice Minister in the first inter-
im government formed in the country
under the leadership of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru. The Constitution had been imple-
mented under his leadership but the
Scheduled Castes were not given impor-

tance. This government did not give the
justice that should have been given to the
Dalits. The condition of Dalits
across the country did not
improve even after independence.
Due to differences with Nehru on
many issues, on 27 September
1951, he wrote a letter to Nehru
and resigned from the cabinet. He
formed his own Scheduled Castes
Federation and started strength-
ening it. When the first Lok Sabha
election was held in 1951-1952, the
Congress fielded his PA Narayan
S Kajrolkar, who was a Dalit,
against him. Nehru conspired to
defeat Ambedkar. After the defeat
of Ambedkar, the stalwart leader
of Dalits of the entire country,
Nehru disrespected him at many
places and did not give him
respect. The first task of the
Congress was to not let
Ambedkar's policies succeed
properly. It also did not allow
Ambedkar's organization, which
he himself had formed, to become
strong. He further told that when Nehru
was told that Ambedkar ji is leaving the
cabinet, Nehru wrote in his letter that the
cabinet will not be affected much by

Ambedkar's departure. I can understand
Raja ji's situation but Ambedkar should

not be worried about. Many people pro-
posed to build some kind of memorial of
Ambedkar ji in Mau but Congress never
allowed this to happen. The work of build-

ing memorials at 5 places was done by
Bharatiya Janata Party. Going further,
Bharatiya Janata Party built Ambedkar
Bhawans at various places so that today's
youth can remember Ambedkar ji and
remember Ambedkar in true sense. This
work was done by Bharatiya Janata Party.
Congress has always used Ambedkar's
name only to get votes and apart from
this it has nothing to do with Ambedkar.
Congress should give account of so
many insults of so many years and
Congress should apologize for so many
insults of Ambedkar. Amit Shah ji's state-
ment has brought about a new revolution
in the country. The viewpoint of
Ambedkar's followers has changed. The
double character of Congress has been
exposed. Social worker Ramdas Malik
further said that anybody can imagine
how much he was tortured, how much
he was persecuted, how much burden of
the country was on him that he died at a
young age, even Congress and Pandit
Nehru were responsible for his death
because at that time he was given so
much mental stress, he was hurt so
much, his words were ignored so much
that he could not bear it all and he died
and these Congress people want to use
him only for their political benefit.

Congress and Nehru were responsible for
Baba Saheb's death: Ramdas Malik

Charanjeev Malhotra paid tribute to
revered mother Late Bimla Rani

Malhotra on her first death anniversary
Charanjeev Malhotra pledged to plant
100 saplings in memory of mother
New Delhi. Prominent social worker and Gau Mata

Raksha and Corona warrior Charanjeev Malhotra paid
tribute to revered mother on her first death anniversary
and said that 'Maa' is not just a word but the entire uni-
verse, the whole world is at the feet of mother. My moth-
er not only supported me at every step but also protect-

ed me by becoming
my shield whenever
needed. During her
lifetime, she always
supported and guided
us in all our work with
d e t e r m i n a t i o n .
Mother has left us
physically but even
today she guides and
protects me at every
step in her mind. I will
continue to get her
blessings throughout
my life. The program

of the death anniversary of our most respected mother
Late Bimla Rani Malhotra was organized at Main Phase
Road, Block-A, Street No.-17, Karol Bagh. In this pro-
gram, divine kirtan and bhajans started from 10.30 am
and refreshments and lunch started from around 1:30
pm. People from various political and religious organiza-
tions participated in this program. And the local people
of Karol Bagh also served refreshments and food (lan-
gar) to the guests who came to the program from
around 1:30 pm to 9:30 pm, the permanent people were
seen helping. People kept coming in a long queue and
everyone had refreshments and lunch peacefully. The
entire family of Malhotra ji was taking care in every way
that the people who came to the program did not miss
anything. An amazing happiness was visible on the face
of prominent social worker and Gau Mata Raksha and
Corona warrior Charanjeev Malhotra ji. On talking to
Malhotra ji, he said that all the pilgrimages are useless
for the one who has not served his parents, there is
nothing greater than mother in this world. Even today I
feel that the most revered mother is with me.  In the
death anniversary program of the most revered mother
late Bimla Rani Malhotra, bags of flour were distributed
to the poor and homeless people in the evening and
blankets were also distributed during winter. Guests
who came to the death anniversary program of
Charanjeev Malhotra ji's mother late Bimla Rani
Malhotra - regional MLA Vishesh Ravi and regional cor-
poration councilor Urmila Mahendra Kumar Gautam
also distributed bags of flour and blankets to the poor
and homeless people with their own hands. At the same
time Charanjeev Malhotra said that he took a pledge to
plant 100 saplings in mother's memory and he said that
by planting trees in the memory of ancestors, one
should take a pledge to immortalize them. He further
said that it has been said in our religious scriptures that
there is no greater virtuous act than planting trees
because by nurturing a tree one gets the same virtue as
having hundred sons. Famous social worker Malhotra ji
urged everyone to take a pledge to plant trees in the
memory of ancestors on their death anniversary and on
their child's birthday.
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Washington DC.It isn't unthinkable that campaign and is partially credited for meeting, that will most certainly raise 
the world's richest person can pull more the latter's win in the US elections, he eyebrows in the UK's two main 
than just a few strings with top now seems to be backing - or rather, political party offices - The Labour 
politicians, but Elon Musk seems to be influencing - leaders from beyond the Party, now in government and the 
investing himself in the political world United States.US DONE, MUSK Conservative Party, currently the 
with such intensity that analysts now SETS EYES ON UK opposition - Mr Farage mentioned 
wonder if there is a larger plan.Last about Elon Musk's disdain for both From supporting one firebrand leader to 
week Elon Musk created history by parties. He stated that Musk "described now backing another one - this time in 
breaking his own previous record and the Labour and Conservative parties as the UK - Elon Musk has held extensive 
becoming the first person to have a net the uniparty, and left us (Reform Party) talks with anti-immigration hardliner 
worth of more than 400 billion dollars. in no doubt that he is right behind us."In Nigel Farage. The discussions between 
In just six days, he has added nearly his article Mr Farage also mentioned the two were largely focused on Musk 
another 100 billion ($86 billion) and is that he aims to learn from Elon Musk's funding Farage's hard-right party 
knocking on the 500-billion-dollar cash incentives for people to be 'Reform UK'.Elon Musk, who now 
mark. In the last one year, Musk has encouraged to vote  - a strategy that freely uses Donald Trump's Florida 
added $257 billion to his net worth - $7 w o r k e d  f o r  D o n a l d  Tr u m p ' s  resort estate-cum-residence, Mar-a-
billion more than the entire net worth of Republican party during the US Lago, as his political office, invited 
Jeff Bezos - the second-most richest elections. Mr Farage stated that "I have Nigel Farage for a meeting earlier this 
person globally.But Musk is not just come home with copious notes on how week.Writing about it in British daily 
riding the high wave when it comes to they increased turnout ,  voter  The Telegraph, Mr Farage confirmed 
business, he is now doing the same in registration, and so much more, and all that "the issue of money was 
geopolitics. Having being included in of this I intend to implement as part of discussed", though the two could not 
the Trump Administration 2.0, Elon the professionalisation of our party."agree on the amount in question by the 
Musk finds himself immersed in the end of that meeting. "There will be Elon Musk is reportedly considering an 
world of politics. Though he was ongoing negotiations on that score," Mr initial donation of $100 million to Nigel 
deeply involved with Donald Trump's Farage added.Sharing details about the Farage's Reform Party. 

NEWS BOX

Indian-Origin Man Jailed For Life For 
Mother’s Murder At UK Home

World Leaders On Speed-Dial: How Elon 
Musk Is Causing Geopolitical Tremors

military statement would be issued in the DUBAI. A series of intense airstrikes shook 
coming hours, following a pattern of how Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city 
they claim their assaults.early Thursday, shortly after a Houthi 

missile targeted central Israel.It wasn't The Israeli military did not respond to a 
immediately clear who launched the request for comment. Israel has struck the 
strikes on Sanaa, which the Iranian-backed Houthis in the past over attacks targeting 
Houthis have held for over a decade. Israel and in recent weeks have 

threatened to again attack the rebels. The Houthis also reported strikes in Hodeida 
Israel previously struck Hodeida and its as well. But initial information on the 
oil infrastructure in July after a Houthi targets of the attack and the timing 
drone attack killed one person and suggested Israel may have conducted the 
wounded 10 in Tel Aviv.assault.Houthi-controlled media reported 

the strikes, but offered no immediate American forces have also launched a 
information on casualties nor damage. The series of strikes on the Houthis over 
Houthi-controlled satellite channel al- nearly a year due to Houthi attacks on 
Masirah said that some of the strikes shipping in the Red Sea corridor. On 
targeted power stations in the capital, as Monday, the U.S. military's Central 
well as the Ras Isa oil terminal on the Red Command said it hit “a key command-
Sea.Rebel-held Hodeida, some 145 and-control facility" operated by the 
kilometers (90 miles) southwest of Sanaa, Houthis in Sanaa, later identified as the 
has been key for food shipments into al-Ardi complex once home to the 

intercepted a missile launched from Yemen said. Sirens sounded near Tel Aviv and the Yemen as its decadelong war has gone on. government's Defense Ministry.But on 
before it entered the country’s territory. surrounding areas, and a large explosion There's also longstanding suspicion that Thursday, a U.S. military official said the 

was heard overhead at the time. The “Rocket and missile sirens were sounded weapons from Iran have been transferred attacks weren’t carried out by the 
Houthis did not immediately claim the following the possibility of falling debris through the port.The strikes happened just Americans, speaking on condition of 
missile attack, but said an important from the interception,” the Israeli military after the Israeli military said its air force anonymity to discuss the ongoing strikes.

and subsequent legal proceedings,” he London. A 48-year-old Indian-origin 
said. “It is unfortunate that this case man who attacked his 76-year-old 
ended with a trial and the family had to mother in their family home in 
sit through the proceedings and listen Leicester, eastern England, has been 
to the details of Mrs Kaur’s final found guilty of murder and sentenced 
moments. This is in no way easy for to life imprisonment. Sindeep Singh 
them – they’ve lost a loved one and will was arrested after Leicestershire 
now have to live with the fact that Mrs Police discovered the deceased, 
Kaur’s life was takn by one of their Bhajan Kaur, with significant injuries 
own,” he added. The court heard how to her head and face on May 13. 
previously Kaur had reported Singh for Following a 16-day trial at Leicester 
his behaviour and he was even arrested Crown Court, Singh was found guilty 
on suspicion of controlling and of murder and sentenced this week to 
coercive behaviour and released on bail life in prison with a minimum term of 
while those enquiries were ongoing. 31 years behind bars before being 

The detective revealed that when Singh The investigation revealed that Singh considered for parole. “This was a 
was approached by officers, he had been living in his car on the deeply disturbing case which 
provided false details and initially driveway of the home, and on the day uncovered the lengths Singh went to, to 
claimed to have no knowledge of the of the murder, Kaur had let him into the cover his tracks,” said Detective Chief 
incident. But during the police house. CCTV evidence showed Singh Inspector Mark Sinski from the East 
investigation, it was established that leaving the property later on the same Midlands Special Operations Unit 
Singh acted following several day and going to purchase a sack and Murder Investigation Team. “After 
arguments over the ownership of the spade from a nearby shop. He then killing his mother, Singh went out and 
family home, which he believed had returned to the house on Bolsover bought a sack barrow and spade to dig 
been left to him by his late father. Street and when relatives were unable up the garden. He intended burying 

“This has been an extremely distressing to get hold of Kaur, they went to her Mrs Kaur’s body but was disturbed 
and challenging time for Mrs Kaur’s home where they discovered her body. before he could do that. The house had 
family, they have been left devastated When police officers arrived at the been cleaned and there was a very 
at the loss of their dear mother. They scene, they also found that ground in strong smell of disinfectant. There was 
have shown immense courage and the rear garden had been dug up clear evidence showing the planning 
dignity throughout the investigation creating a large hole. after her death,” he said. 

Government funding plan collapses as Trump 
makes new demands days before shutdown

over the stopgap measure, which would hook,” said Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky. “The WASHINGTON. President-elect Donald 
have also provided some $100.4 billion people who elected us are listening to Elon Trump abruptly rejected a bipartisan plan 
in disaster aid to states hammered by Musk.”The outcome comes as no surprise Wednesday to prevent a Christmastime 
Hurricanes Helene and Milton and other for Johnson, who like other Republican government shutdown, instead telling 
natural disasters.“House Republicans House speakers before him, has been House Speaker Mike Johnson and 
have been ordered to shut down the unable to convince his majority to go along Republicans to essentially renegotiate — 
government and hurt  everyday with the routine needs of federal days before a deadline when federal 
Americans all across this country,” said government operations, which they would funding runs out.Trump's sudden entrance 
House Democratic Leader Hakeem prefer to slash.It all shows just how hard it into the debate and new demands sent 
Jeffries.Jeffries said “an agreement is an will be for Republicans next year, as they Congress spiraling as lawmakers are trying 
agreement,” and by backing out of it "the seize control of the House, Senate and to wrap up work and head home for the 
House Republicans “will now own any White House, to unify and lead the nation. holidays. It leaves Johnson scrambling to 

disaster aid, some $100.4 billion in the harm that is visited upon the American And it underscores how much Johnson and engineer a new plan before Friday's 
aftermath of hurricanes and other natural people."Already, the massive 1,500-page the GOP leaders must depend on Trump’s d e a d l i n e  t o  k e e p  g o v e r n m e n t  
calamities that ravaged states this year, plus bill was on the verge of collapse, as hard blessing to see any legislative package over open.“Republicans must GET SMART and 
$10 billion in economic assistance for right conservatives rejected the increased the finish line.Musk, who is heading TOUGH,” Trump and Vice President-elect 
farmers failed to win over the budget-spending, egged on by Trump’s billionaire Trump's new Department of Government JD Vance said in a statement.The president-
slashing GOP. A number of Republicans ally Elon Musk who rejected the plan Efficiency, warned that “Any member of elect made an almost unrealistic proposal 
had been waiting for Trump to signal almost as soon as it was released late the House or Senate who votes for this that combined some continuation of 
whether they should vote yes or no.“This Tuesday night.Rank-and-file lawmakers outrageous spending bill deserves to be government funds along with a much more 
should not pass,” Musk posted on his social complained about the extras, which voted out in 2 years!”It's not an idle threat controversial provision to raise the nation's 
media site X in the wee hours of Wednesday included their first pay-raises in more than a coming from Musk, the world's richest debt limit — something his own party 
morning.One lawmaker said office phone decade — a shock after one of the most man, who helped bankroll Trump's victory routinely rejects. “Anything else is a 
lines were flooded with calls from unproductive chaotic sessions in modern and can easily use his America PAC to b e t r a y a l  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y, ”  t h e y  
constituents“My phone was ringing off the times.Even the addition of much-needed make or break political careers.wrote.Democrats decried the GOP revolt 

Airstrikes Hit Yemen's 
Rebel-Held Capital After 

Houthi Attack Targets Israel
Dubai. A series of intense airstrikes shook Yemen's 

rebel-held capital early on Thursday, shortly after a 
Houthi missile targeted central Israel. 

It was not immediately clear who launched the strikes on 
Sanaa, which the Houthis have held for over a decade. 
American forces have launched a series of strikes on 
the Houthis over nearly a year due to Houthi attacks on 
shipping in the Red Sea corridor. US military officials 
did not acknowledge a request for comment. Houthi-
controlled media reported the strikes, but offered no 
immediate information on casualties nor damage. 

The strikes happened just after the Israeli military said 
its air force intercepted a missile launched from 
Yemen before it entered the country's territory. Rocket 
and missile sirens were sounded following the 
possibility of falling debris from the interception," the 
Israeli military said. Sirens sounded near Tel Aviv and 
the surrounding areas, and a large explosion was heard 

overhead at the time. The Israeli military did not 
respond to a request for comment. Israel has struck the 
Houthis in the past over attacks targeting Israel and in 
recent weeks have threatened to again attack the 
rebels. The Houthis have targeted some 100 merchant 
vessels with missiles and drones since the Israel-
Hamas war in the Gaza Strip started in October 2023 
after Hamas' surprise attack on Israel. The Houthis 
have seized one vessel and sunk two in a campaign 
that has also killed four sailors. Other missiles and 
drones have either been intercepted by separate US- 
and European-led coalitions in the Red Sea or failed to 
reach their targets, which have also included Western 
military vessels. The rebels maintain that they target 
ships linked to Israel, the US or the United Kingdom to 
force an end to Israel's campaign against Hamas in 
Gaza. However, many of the ships attacked have little 
or no connection to the conflict, including some bound 
for Iran.

Moscow.The Russian parliament has passed a law that 
would allow courts to suspend bans on groups 
designated as terrorist organisations by Moscow. 
The new law, passed by parliament's lower house, 
the State Duma, paved the way for Moscow to 
normalise ties with the Afghan Taliban and 
potentially with the new leadership of Syria.It 
outlines a legal mechanism for groups to be removed 
from the country's official banned list of outlawed 
"terrorist" organisations by order of a court if they 
cease terrorist-related activity. Under the law, 
Russia's Prosecutor General could file a request with 
a court outlining that a banned group has "ceased" its 
activities "in support of terrorism." A judge could 
then rule to remove the designation.

The Taliban was in the first batch of groups to be added 
to the banned list, in February 2003, and Syria's HTS 
was added in 2020.The Kremlin has been courting 
relations with the Taliban after the Islamist group 
seized power in August 2021 as US-led forces staged 
a chaotic withdrawal after 20 years of war. President 
Vladimir Putin said in July that the Taliban was now 
an ally in fighting terrorism.

However, the Taliban's expected removal from 
Russia's terrorist registry would not amount to a 
formal recognition of its government, or what it calls 
the "Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan" - a move no 
country in the world has yet made.

There are also calls in Moscow for the removal of 
Syrian group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS)--that 
spearheaded the toppling of President Bashar al-
Assad this month-- from Moscow's list of banned 
terror groups.The leader of Russia's Muslim region 
of Chechnya, Ramzan Kadyrov, on Monday said 
Russia needed ties to the new Syrian authorities to 
ensure stability and prevent a humanitarian 
catastrophe. Kadyrov is seen as a close Putin ally.

How Social Media Restricted 
Palestinian News And 
Boosted Israel's
Facebook has been accused of severely restricting 

Palestinian news outlets' ability to reach their 
audience during the Israel-Gaza war. A BBC analysis 
of Facebook data revealed a steep drop in audience 
engagement for newsrooms in the Palestinian 
territories, including Gaza and the West Bank, since 
October 2023.This decline in engagement is 
surprising, given that social media has become a vital 
source of updates for those wanting to hear more 
voices from inside Gaza. Facebook pages for news 
outlets like Palestine TV, Wafa news agency, and 
Palestinian Al-Watan News have been crucial in 
providing updates to millions of followers 
worldwide.Since the war began, outside reporters 
have been allowed to enter Gaza if escorted by the 
Israeli army.Although during wars, audience 
engagement is expected to rise, the data analysis 
showed a 77% decline in engagement for Palestinian-
based news organisations, while Israeli news 
organisations saw a 37% increase in engagement 
during the same period.Meta, Facebook's owner, 
denies deliberately suppressing particular voices, 
stating that any such implication is "unequivocally 
false".Palestine TV has 5.8 million followers on 
Facebook and journalists working there showed a 
60% drop in the number of people seeing their 
posts."Interaction was completely restricted, and our 
posts stopped reaching people," says Tariq Ziad, a 
journalist at the channel.Shadow-ban is when a social 
media platform bans a user's content without 
notifying the user, and Palestinian journalists fear the 
same has happened with their online content.BBC ran 
a data analysis on 20 Israeli news channels such as 
Yediot Ahronot, Israel Hayom and Channel 13, which 
also posted war-related content but their audience 
engagement increased by 37%.However, leaked 
documents and internal messages suggest that 
Instagram, another Meta-owned platform, increased 
its moderation of Palestinian user comments after 
October 2023. This change was made to respond to a 
"spike in hateful content" coming out of the 
Palestinian territories, according to Meta.

UK Pledges New $286 Million 
Defence Package For Ukraine
London.Britain on Thursday unveiled a package of 

£163;225 million ($286 million) in new military aid 
to Ukraine for next year, including drones, boats and 
air defence systems.The move came after the UK's 
Defence Secretary John Healey visited Kyiv on 
Wednesday, holding talks with his Ukrainian 
counterpart Rustem Umerov and vowing to step up 
British support to Ukraine in 2025.Three years since 
Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered the 
invasion of Ukraine "the depths of his 
miscalculation are clearer than ever, as the brave 
people of Ukraine continue to defy all expectations 
with their unbreakable spirit," Healey said.

"But they cannot go it alone," Healey added, vowing 
the UK's support for Kyiv was "ironclad" and 
Britain would always stand "shoulder to shoulder to 
ensure Putin cannot win".

In July, the new Labour government vowed to commit 
£163;3 billion a year in military aid to Ukraine until 
2030-2031.The new package will include 
&#163;92 million for equipment to bolster 
Ukraine 's  navy,  including small  boats ,  
reconnaissance drones and uncrewed surface 
vessels, the defence ministry said in a statement.

A further £163;68 million will be used for air defence 
equipment including radars, and 1,000 counter-
drone electronic warfare systems at a cost of 
£163;39 million would be supplied to the Ukrainian 
army.Healey said the UK would also boost a 
training programme for Ukrainian soldiers run with 
key allies on British soil known as Operation 
Interflex, under which 51,000 recruits have been 
trained since mid-2022."With Putin resorting to 
sending as many as 2,000 Russian soldiers to their 
deaths on the battlefield each day, it is critical that 
Ukraine is supported with a supply of properly 
trained and equipped soldiers," the ministry 
statement said.

New Russian Law Will 
Remove Taliban's "Terrorist" 
Label, HTS Could Be Next

Airstrikes hit Yemen's capital, port city 
after Houthi attack targets Israel

New Delhi, Friday, 20 December 2024 THE SIKH TIMES





EDITORIAL 6

case, they are only the small fry. The big fish are INDIA aspires to be drug-free (‘Nasha Mukt’) by 
the drug traders and traffickers who are part of a 2047. A lot of things must fall into place for the 
thriving international network. They have to be nation to come anywhere near achieving that 
targeted incessantly by the law enforcement lofty target. An attitudinal change, in particular, 
agencies. This is especially true for Punjab, which can make a big difference on the ground. The 
is bearing the brunt of cross-border narcotic Supreme Court has rightly observed that 
smuggling. The state, which was rocked by a demonising victims of drug abuse is a wrong 
spate of drug overdose deaths earlier this year, is approach — the focus should be on rehabilitating 
struggling to combat the menace.them. Various stakeholders — Central and state 

governments, civil society, families, educational The initiative to involve mothers and sisters of 
institutions — should pay heed to the suggestion youngsters in the battle against drugs is 
of holding frank discussions to tackle this praiseworthy. The emotional support of family 
scourge. The drug users have to be brought out of members can prevent many juveniles from going 
the shadows. Otherwise,  st igma and astray. The recent murder of a Barnala sarpanch, 
ostracisation will make them sink deeper into the who reportedly took a firm stand against drug 
mire. dealers, shows that the noble path is fraught with 

dangerous consequences. However, such an At stake is the nation’s future as the youth are most 
incident should not deter people from holding vulnerable to the lure of substance abuse. 
firm. Nothing less than a mass movement can Handling young addicts with sensitivity and 
stem the rot.compassion can make them see reason. In any 

Why taxing super-rich 
is an outmoded plan When misinformation is weaponised

hand, could lower Pakistan's interest bill, years by implementing aggressive PAKISTAN’S long history of fiscal mismanagement 
but would cause severe economic structural reforms to broaden the tax has saddled the country with a crushing debt burden. 
pa in .Nea r ly  two- th i rd s  o f  t he  net.Policymakers should channel Interest payments on the public debt consume a 
government's domestic obligations are half of the gains back into the staggering 60 per cent of government revenue. And 
held by banks, where these securities economy th rough  increased  external-debt repayments coming due over the next 
comprise around 60 per cent of spending on education, healthcare, five years amount to nearly $70 billion, dwarfing the 
assets.Even a modest haircut of 10 per poverty eradication and climate-$11 billion in foreign-exchange reserves held by the 
cent would wipe out the banking system's resilient infrastructure.central bank.No wonder that some experts have 
capital, though the impact would vary started calling for a default and restructuring. Many During this reform process, bilateral 
from institution to institution.others are still urging strict adherence to the three- and multilateral creditors should 

year austerity programme approved by the Banks would be unable to repay depositors, temporarily extend new loans to 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) in September to triggering financial turmoil and a sharp Pakistan, instead of just rolling over 
balance the books.Neither default nor austerity is economic contraction. the debt coming due.Liquidity relief 
likely to work, however, and both would inflict would boost economic growth by If restructuring won't help, what about the 
unnecessary pain.External debt restructuring is the increasing public investment and new IMF austerity programme, which 
wrong medicine for Pakistan, because the problem is crowding in private investment.To seeks to increase the tax-to-GDP ratio by 
not the external interest burden but rather the volume ensure that these funds are well three percentage points over three 
of repayments falling due. Only 10 per cent of spent, creditors must condition their years?To be sure, addressing the 
interest payments go to private creditors, given that lending on reform progress and be country's chronic revenue shortfalls is of 
almost all — more than 85 per cent — of Pakistan's i n v o l v e d  i n  s e l e c t i n g  a n d  paramount importance. Only around 1 
external debt is owed to official creditors at implementing public investment per cent of Pakistanis pay any income tax 
concessional rates.So, even if the Pakistan projects.at all, and the government's revenue 
government stopped paying interest to external collection — at around 12 per cent of Lastly, to facilitate coordination, the 
private creditors altogether, this would barely make a GDP — is among the world's lowest. The IMF should regularly publish data on 
dent in its overall bill.Around half of Pakistan's agriculture, retail and real-estate sectors, actual and projected loan flows and 
public-debt stock is owed to multilateral creditors which constitute the bulk of the economy, interest paid to each major official 
such as the IMF and the World Bank, and thus cannot are effectively outside the tax net. No creditor.

is to be held below its average level over the past be restructured unless these institutions launch a new country can function like this.But the IMF This information is currently not available. A creditor 
decade. It was already among the lowest of the debt-relief scheme like the Heavily Indebted Poor programme aims to raise the tax-to-GDP ratio by two will be more likely to provide new concessional 
world's emerging economies and insufficient to meet Countries (HIPC) Initiative of the 1990s. percentage points in the first year alone — a lending if it knows that other creditors are doing so as 
basic development needs. Even if this austerity could And with remaining obligations to bilateral creditors breakneck pace that is wildly unrealistic. Pakistan well.In its current form, the austerity programme will 
be achieved, its social and political sustainability is (mainly China, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab has never achieved an adjustment of this scale in a almost certainly fail, causing Pakistan's economic 
far from assured.In short, restructuring is bad Emirates) already being rolled over under the IMF single year.Even if, by some miracle, the government conditions to deteriorate further and delivering a 
medicine, and the IMF programme is good medicine, programme, halting repayments would provide little did manage it, the negative effects on economic reputational hit to the IMF.But if policymakers 
albeit at a lethal dose. But there is a third way.benefit. It could entail high costs in terms of damage activity and poverty rates would be crippling. reduce the dose now, and creditors provide more 

For starters, the Pakistan government must raise tax to diplomatic and trade relations and access to future Nor is any relief in sight on the spending side. The liquidity by enhancing coordination, Pakistan is 
revenue by 1 per cent of the GDP annually over five financing.Restructuring domestic debt, on the other government's non-interest spending relative to GDP more likely to grow out of its debt problem.

Addicts not demons

INEQUALITY in this country is a highly visible 
phenomenon. In urban areas, luxury cars drive 
past the homeless, who live in shanties right next 
to shiny malls and high-rise condominiums. Even 
rural areas are divided into areas of privilege and 
scarcity. And the contrast between urbanised 
areas and rural hamlets is startling. There is 
equally a sharp divide between states in the north 
and those in the south. The western region, with 
the highly industrialised states of Maharashtra 
and Gujarat, is in a different league from West 
Bengal in the east, highlighting the regional 
imbalances in development.This does not take 
into account the rise of the youthful information 
technology industry in Bengaluru and 
Hyderabad, that has sparked the creation of what 
is now known as India's Silicon Valley. Even 
these cities have seen clashes stemming from 
inequality, as affluent IT professionals from 
around the globe are resented by local residents, 
who seek refuge in promoting regional identities 
through language and culture.Having said this, 
the reality is that the country is changing rapidly 
in multiple ways owing to the economic growth 
having trickled down to the masses, albeit in an 
uneven manner.So, when eminent French 
economist Thomas Piketty speaks of growing 
inequality in India, he is merely describing what 
we all know about this emerging economy. As co-
director of the Paris-based World Inequality Lab, 
he has earlier also presented data showing that 
India is one of the most unequal countries in the 
world.His solution is that higher taxes must be 
levied on the super-rich. This is meant to garner 
resources needed to provide adequate public 
services for the entire population.The focus on 
taxing billionaires comes at a time when there has 
been a rapid proliferation of the super-wealthy. 
The latest UBS Billionaires Ambitions Report 
puts India third in the global list of billionaires, 
though it is far behind the US and China in terms 
of numbers. Family-owned businesses are said to 
comprise many on the list, but the emergence of 
the new-tech czars is another factor for the spurt 
in those at the top of the heap.

Piketty's argument is that the imposition of a wealth 
tax on assets over Rs 10 crore and an inheritance 
tax of 33 per cent on property over this threshold 
will enable the exchequer to raise enough 
resources to improve public services like 
education and healthcare. He also points to the 
fact that China similarly imposed such a tax and it 
created greater equality in terms of the 
distribution of public goods.A significant flaw in 
this thesis is that it puts the spotlight on raising 
resources as a magic bullet to resolve the issue of 
poverty and inequality. The reality is that even 
with sufficient resources, it is not always possible 
to achieve the goals of sustainable development.

It has been apathy rather than shortage of funds that 
has led to the neglect of public educational 
institutions ever since Independence. The state-
run school system has been avoided by both the 
bureaucracy and political leadership for the 
education of their own children. In fact, the civil 
services even established a separate private 
school for their own offspring, highlighting the 
indifference towards building infrastructure and 
improving the teaching content of the state-run 
institutions.This is not the only infirmity in the 
proposal. Those who have become billionaires 
over the past decade are also wealth creators in 
terms of having made substantial investments in a 
growing economy. These entrepreneurs have 
made the best use of the deepening reforms, 
which have created an enabling environment in 
both the manufacturing and services sectors.

In a globalised world, corporate leaders can easily 
shift capital to numerous international tax 
havens. Capital outflows could be an unwelcome 
result of raising taxes, which are already at the 
level of 43 per cent for the topmost income 
strata.The previous wealth tax was done away 
with in 2015 on the grounds that there were more 
administrative costs in implementing the levy 
than the actual revenue inflow.

The concept of taxing the rich and paying the poor 
was appealing at the time of Independence, when 
the majority of the populace was under the 
poverty line. A wealth tax was, thus, introduced 
in 1957. It did little to ameliorate the lot of the 
weakest sections of society.

across academia, etc. The data reflects what they government and private players did the Panama THESE are very strange times. According to a sudden 
think, and the most polled are from Europe (38 per Papers leaks, targeting adversaries like Russian spate of polling activity, we are now told that we 
cent), while 7 per cent are from South Asia. President Vladimir Putin and members of the suffer from severe unhappiness, a disinformation 
Interestingly, the report doesn’t say that Chinese elite, leading eventually to a massive purge deluge and the worst airlines in the world. Certainly, 
disinformation originates from India, but that it is in Beijing.Another was the Pandora Papers, which some of this is true. We do have some of the top-10 
rife in the country. The report nonetheless takes released 11.9 million documents that exposed ranks in the world in terms of air pollution, but the 
exception to new government rules, obliging all offshore accounts of the rich and powerful, deluge of negative polling is suspicious, especially 
concerned to make ‘reasonable efforts’ to disable including India’s Ambanis and a shifty Ukrainian when no one bothered to point out any of these in the 
misinformation. That’s a bit puzzling. Apparently, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Yet the biggest pathetic 1970s when our cities were even dirtier and 
one is expected to just grin and bear it. billionaires in the US remained untouched. In this we had few airlines to speak of. It’s curious that 

period, US President Joe Biden’s son Hunter Biden, when we start reaching somewhere near the top of Meanwhile, that disinformation is affecting our 
for instance, was spending some $683,000 on the financial mountain, there are many hands internal stability is a given, with fake videos most 
women and $189,000 on adult entertainment.pushing us back. Some of those sources are recently linked to the Sambhal mosque incident. 

interesting, and their methodologies Far more secretive and pervasive is a 
even more so.The first is the puzzling huge  Chinese  d i s in fo rmat ion  
polling. The World Happiness Report campaign. New research points to the 
puts India below war-torn Mali and creation of shell companies, including 
Liberia. This report uses data from a in the UK, that then run blogs and 
variety of sources, including Gallup, websites using plagiarised news 
with a sample size of 2,000-3,000 for articles, fake pages and accounts. More 
each country. India has a population of s e r i o u s l y,  n e w s  r e p o r t s  c i t e  
some 1.4 billion. Then there was an index ‘spamouflage’, the world’s largest 
that put an Indian airline — the third known online disinformation operation 
largest in the world — at almost the run by China to harass US politicians 
bottom, while an airline that is struggling and others — at times threatening its 
to have even 50 more aircraft in a decade targets with violence — as part of a 
was the top gun.According to the World well-organised intimidation campaign 
Air Quality Index, India accounts for targeting people in the US. Another 
some of the most polluted cities across report cited China’s information 
the globe. That’s fair enough, given that operations to affect regional stability in 
most of us are gasping for breath. But South-East Asia and India, also using 
here’s an interesting snippet. Air quality ‘content farms’ (content that is 
in Beijing was red-flagged by the US designed as clickbait) in Malaysia to 
embassy in 2008, leading to a strong spread disinformation.
demand for action. China literally threw The upshot of all this is that a barrage of 
out polluting industries from the capital polling, data and misinformation is Others related to Bangladesh are damaging to 
and imposed strong environmental restrictions in the being used in what seems to be a new regime change foreign policy. Yes, there is a problem. The question 
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region. That led directly to methodology, which is faster and easier to run than is where it originates or is being tuned from.A 
losses totalling 408.7 billion yuan (about 6.5 per cent easily exposed ground intelligence operations. This research report by Drop Site is now public 
of the regional GDP), with manufacturing dropping is only a part of new ‘cognitive’ warfare being fought knowledge, exposing the workings of the OCCRP 
significantly. US action did allow the Chinese to that aims to erode a country from within, eroding its (Organised Crime and Corruption Reporting 
breathe, but that’s another story. The point is, public faith in itself and its leadership. As India rises, Project), which works with dozens of major 
information matters. The trick is how to put it expect more of the same. The only way to counter it newspapers to collaboratively publish major 
there.The Global Risks Report, made by the World is to win the trust of your people, at all levels. It’s political scoops. Its single largest donor is the US 
Economic Forum, ranked India the highest in terms actually easy. To be seen as clearly backing State Department, but it also works with other 
of misinformation and disinformation. Strangely, transparency and thereby rooting out corruption is governments. Funds for the OCCRP originally came 
respondents put disinformation as the highest risk, at something even the twittering public will appreciate from counter-narcotics departments, while a top 
a time of the (then) upcoming elections, well above and defend against all comers. In that case, all that intel officer negotiated its ‘relationship’ with the 
disasters, crime and climate change. But go carefully polling data and leaks may actually end up doing private sector. Such a complicated overlay of intel, 
into some details. Those polled are ‘global leaders’ some good.

This is part of  the new cognitive warfare that aims to erode a country from within

Prioritise rehabilitation in battle against drugs

Editorial

The Pakistan government must raise tax revenue by 1 per cent of  GDP annually over five years by implementing aggressive structural reforms to broaden the tax net.

The right medicine for Pakistan’s ailing economy
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BUSINESS 10

Sensex and Nifty extended 
their losing streak as global 
markets plunged after the US 
Fed's cautious rate cut signal. 
Will the bears tighten their 
grip on Dalal Street, or is a 
reversal in sight?

Rupee falls to all-time low: 
The rupee dropped to 
85.0650 against the US 
dollar in early trade, 
compared to 84.9525 on 
Wednesday.

packaged drinking water bottles, NEW DELHI. The 55th GST Council 
bicycles and exercise notebooks to meeting in Jaisalmer is likely to take a 
5% from the existing 18%. Some decision on tax rate on insurance 
items in the 18% category like hair premium, as per finance ministry 
dryers, hair curlers, and beauty or sources. The GoM constituted on the 
make-up preparations that the GoM issue had recommended complete 
took up could be back in the 28% waiver of GST on insurance for health 
bracket.Other issues that are likely to insurance policies that provide a 
be discussed include lowering of GST cover up to ̀ 5 lakh against the current 
on fee charged for food delivery e-rate of 18%. On all other policies, 

Saturday might agree on most of the commerce platforms. The current rate premium paid would continue to be 
proposals of the GoM on health and is 18%, and it is expected that the taxed at 18%.The Group of Ministers 
life insurance premium.The council is Council might decide in favour of (GoM) constituted under Bihar 
l i k e l y  t o  d e c i d e  o n  t h e  lowering it to 5%. Sources said the deputy chief minister Samrat 
recommendations made by the GoM C o u n c i l  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  a  Choudhary has recommended 
on rate rationalisation. The GoM has retrospective amendment to blocked complete waiver of GST on health 
likely recommended changes in rates credit provision to overcome impact insurance premium for senior 
of 148 items. Some of those items may of SC judgment in Safari Retreats citizens.As far as life insurance 
be taken up by the Council in its 55th case. The Supreme Court in its Safari policies are concerned, a majority of 
meeting on Saturday. As reported Retreats order has allowed input tax the panel members have favoured 
earlier by this newspaper, the GoM credit on construction of a building, if complete waiver of GST on term 
had decided to lower rates on 20-litre such a building qualifies as plants.insurance premium. The Council on 

Rupee plunges to all-time low, 
reaches Rs 85 against US dollar

NEW DELHI. 

points to 79,288.13 and Nifty was these concerns," he added.Rising US 
trading 232.70 points lower at bond yields and a stronger dollar also 
23,966.25.All the other broader exacerbated concerns about capital 
market indices were also trading in outflows from emerging markets, 
negative territory. including India. The dollar index surged 

to 108, while the US 10-year bond yield W H AT  T R I G G E R E D  T H E  
climbed to 4.5%Foreign Portfolio MARKET BLOODBATH?The US 
Investors (FPIs) pulled out Rs 1,316.81 Federal Reserve’s 25 basis point 
crore  f rom Indian equi t ies  on interest rate cut met market 
Wednesday, adding pressure on the expectations but failed to comfort 
rupee, which risks further depreciation. investors due to its cautious 
Domestic investors stepped in, buying guidance. The Fed indicated only 
Rs 4,084.08 crore worth of shares, two more rate cuts in 2025, dashing 

cuts, has led to a significant sell-off in cushioning the market to some hopes for a more aggressive easing cycle.
global markets. This rate cut could make extent.Technical experts highlighted This announcement triggered a Wall Street 
Indian assets less attractive to foreign 23,900 on the Nifty as a crucial support meltdown, with the Dow Jones plunging 
investors, potentially leading to capital level, aligning with the 200-day Simple 1,123.03 points (2.6%) to 42,326.87. The 
outflows."In addition, the rupee also hit a Moving Average (SMA) and the 61.8% Nasdaq and S&P 500 also nosedived Benchmark stock market record low today, further hurting market Fibonacci retracement. Analysts expect 3.6% and 3% respectively. Asian markets indices faced a sharp sell-off on Thursday, sentiments."Additionally, the rupee's the index to stabilize between 23,800 and followed suit, with indices in Japan, extending losses for the fourth straight continued decline to new lows has further 23,900, with the Put-Call Ratio at 0.55 China, and South Korea losing up to session amid a global market rout soured sent iment .  A prolonged signaling an oversold market.Investor 1.2%.This was the key factor behind triggered by concerns over slower US depreciation of the rupee could wealth eroded by Rs 6.57 lakh crore, t o d a y ' s  m e l t d o w n  o n  D a l a l  Federal Reserve rate cuts.In early trade, exacerbate the trade deficit and heighten shrinking the total market valuation to Rs Street.Swapnil Aggarwal, Director, the S&P BSE Sensex tumbled 1,153.17 inflationary pressures in the future," 446.03 lakh crore from Rs 452.60 lakh VSRK Capital, said, "The US Federal points to 79,029.03, while the Nifty also Aggarwal said."The higher import bill crore the previous session, reflecting the Reserve’s recent 0.25-point rate cut, fell sharply over 200 points. At around stemming from a weaker rupee adds to day’s severe market carnage.coupled with signals of reduced future 12:05 pm, Sensex was down 896.84 

Explained: Why Sensex fell over 1,000 points and 
will stock market bloodbath continue

PMAY-U 2.0: Who can apply for affordable 
homes under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana

NEW DELHI. 

benefited from any housing 
scheme in the past 20 years are not 
eligible.

APPLICATION PROCESS AND 

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED

Eligible beneficiaries can apply via 
the official PMAY-U portal (pmay-
urban.gov.in), Common Service 
Centres (CSC), or their local Urban 

The central government has B o d i e s / M u n i c i p a l i t i e s . T h e  
launched the second phase of the Pradhan application requires Aadhaar etails 
Mantri Awas Yojana - Urban 2.0 (PMAY- of the applicant and family, active 
U 2.0) to provide affordable housing for bank account information, income 
one crore urban poor, middle-class 

proof, caste/community proof, and 
f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l l y  

land  documents  ( for  BLC disadvantaged groups (EWS) in 
verticals).metropolitan areas.Approved by the 

To check eligibility, applicants must Union Cabinet on August 9, 2024, the PMAY-G or PMAY-U 2.0.The scheme Interest Subsidy Scheme (ISS)
provide their Aadhaar details, income, scheme aims to construct one lakh new 

promotes inclusive urban growth, WHO CAN APPLY?
and other information on the portal. Upon houses within five years, starting 

Families living in urban areas and addressing the housing needs of slum September 1, 2024, with a financial confirmation of eligibility, they can 
belonging to EWS, Low Income Group d w e l l e r s ,  S C / S T c o m m u n i t i e s ,  s u b s i d y  o f  R s  2 . 5 0  l a k h  p e r  complete the application process by 
(LIG), or Middle Income Group (MIG) minorities, widows, women, persons with h o u s e . I N C L U S I V E  U R B A N  entering all required details and 
segments with no pucca house in any disabilities, and other marginalised DEVELOPMENT submitting the form.With a focus on 
family member's name are eligible to groups.PMAY-U 2.0 incorporates four PMAY-U 2.0, a flagship government 

inclusive urban development and equity, 
apply.EWS households are defined as v e r t i c a l s  t o  a d d r e s s  h o u s i n g  initiative, focuses on offering all-weather 

PMAY-U 2.0 promises a transformative 
families with annual incomes up to Rs 3 r e q u i r e m e n t s : B e n e f i c i a r y - L e d  pucca houses to eligible beneficiaries in 

impact on India's urban housing 
lakh, while LIG and MIG segments have Construction (BLC)Affordable Housing urban areas. Depending on their 

landscape, making affordable homes a 
income limits of Rs 6 lakh and Rs 9 lakh, in Partnership (AHP)Affordable Rental jurisdiction, beneficiaries can avail 

reality for millions.
respectively.Applicants who have Housing (ARH)themselves of benefits under either 

BENGALURU. In 2024, the start-up ecosystem 
saw a marginal 6% increase in funding at $11.3 
billion compared to $10.7 billion in 2023. 
However, this is a 56% decline compared to 2022 
as start-ups raised a record $25.4 billion in 
funding in that year, said SaaS-based market 
intelligence platform Tracxn in its India Tech 
Annual Report 2024 on Thursday.

According to the report, in the second half of 2024, 
start-ups received $5.32 billion across 540 
funding rounds, a growth of 8% from H2 2023 
where $4.92 billion was raised across 890 
rounds.The report also indicates that in the last 
quarter of 2024, start-ups raised only $1.8 billion 
across 219 rounds, and this is the lowest in the last 
three years. When compared to the same period 
last year, this is a sharp 47.5% drop from $3.5 

bi l l ion.  This  indicates  a  chal lenging 
macroeconomic environment and cautious 
investor sentiment.This year saw six start-ups 
entering the unicorn club compared to just two in 
2023. In 2022, the country saw the emergence of 
24 unicorns.Neha Singh, Co-Founder of Tracxn 
said, “While funding patterns have evolved 
towards fewer, larger rounds, the emergence of 
six unicorns, significant IPO activity, and sectoral 
growth in gig economy, retail and enterprise 
applications demonstrate the ecosystem's ability 
to adapt and innovate amidst global challenges."

Quick commerce sector secures $1.37 billion 
fundingTill December 19 this year, the quick 
commerce space has seen a significant jump in 
terms of funding as the sector raised $1.37 billion 
in equity funding from 7 rounds, driven largely by 
Zepto, which secured $1.355 billion across three 
$300 million rounds. The edtech sector raised 
$620 million from 72 equity funding rounds in 
YTD 2024, led by Physics Wallah's $210 million 
funding roundAccording to the report, the health 
tech sector witnessed robust growth, with over 
7,000 active companies collectively raising $1 
billion, a 133% increase from $438.2 million in 
2023.In 2024, India Tech saw 37 IPOs, a 76.19% 
increase over 21 IPOs in 2023 and 94.74% higher 
than 19 IPOs in 2022. The year also saw 20 $100 
million+ rounds when compared to 18 such 
rounds in 2023 and 53 rounds in 2022. 

Adani, under bribery 
scrutiny, pressed by 
Bangladesh to reopen power 
deal

Start-up funding sees six per 
cent surge in funding at 11.3 

billion dollars in 2024
NEW DELHI. Rupee fell to an all-

time low against the US dollar on 
Thursday, breaching the Rs 85 mark 
for the first time.

This decline comes after the US 
Federal Reserve cut key interest rates 
by 25 bps and signalled fewer rate 
cuts in 2025, putting additional strain 
on the currency, which has already 
been under pressure due to weak 
capital inflows and other economic rate expectations, now projects only 
challenges.The rupee dropped to two rate cuts in 2025, half of what was 
85.0650 against the US dollar in early previously signalled in September.

policies have kept the dollar strong, trade, compared to 84.9525 on Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell’s 
and the Fed’s latest guidance is Wednesday. The pace of the rupee’s comments further added to the 
expected to further boost the depreciation has accelerated recently, market’s caution. He said, "From 
greenback’s value.India’s slowing with the fall from Rs 84 to Rs 85 here, it’s a new phase, and we’re going 
economic growth has also led to taking just two months. In contrast, to be cautious about further cuts."
speculation that the Reserve Bank of the slide from Rs 83 to Rs 84 took 14 WHAT'S DRIVING THE FALL India (RBI) may need to cut rates months, and it took 10 months for the 

The rupee’s weakening has been driven soon, adding to downward pressure rupee to weaken from Rs 82 to Rs 
by a combination of global and on the rupee. Akshay Kumar, Head of 83.The rupee’s decline is not an 
domestic factors. India’s economic Global Markets at BNP Paribas India, isolated event, as other Asian 
growth slowed to a seven-quarter low noted, "In the short term, we can currencies also weakened on 
in the July-September period, while expect upward pressure on USD/INR Thursday.  The Korean won,  
the merchandise trade deficit has been t o  r e m a i n . " T h e  c h a l l e n g i n g  Malaysian ringgit, and Indonesian 
widening. Capital inflows into the environment for the rupee has rupiah all fell by 0.8%-1.2% during 
country have also remained subdued. prompted investors to raise their short the day.The sell-off in Asian 

Persistent strength in the US dollar has positions on the currency to a two-currencies followed the Federal 
added to the rupee’s troubles. year high, according to a recent Reserve’s latest policy guidance. The 
Expectations of robust US economic Reuters poll. Fed’s "dot plot," which outlines its 

Sanathan Textiles IPO opens 
for bidding: Check issue 
size, price band, latest GMP

NEW DELHI.  Sanathan Textiles Limited, a leading 
polyester yarn manufacturer and global supplier of 
cotton yarn, launched its initial public offering (IPO) 
on December 19, 2024. The company plans to raise 
Rs 550 crore through the issue, which consists of a 
fresh issue of shares and an offer for sale (OFS). The 
IPO will remain open for bidding until December 23, 
2024.

IPO DETAILS AND PRICE BAND
The IPO comprises a fresh issue of 1.25 crore shares 

worth Rs 400 crore and an OFS of 0.47 crore shares 
aggregating Rs 150 crore. The price band for the IPO 
is set at Rs 305 to Rs 321 per share, with a minimum 
lot size of 46 shares.Retail investors need to invest a 
minimum of Rs 14,766, while small non-institutional 
investors (sNII) and large non-institutional investors 
(bNII) require investments of Rs 2,06,724 and Rs 
10,04,088, respectively.Sanathan Textiles’ last grey 
market premium (GMP), updated on December 19, 
2024 as on 08:29 AM is Rs 40 per share. Based on the 
cap price of Rs 321, the estimated listing price is Rs 
361, indicating a potential 12.46% gain per share.

The shares are set to be listed on the BSE and NSE, with 
the tentative listing date being December 27, 2024. 
The allotment of shares is expected to be finalised on 
December 24, 2024.

BUSINESS OVERVIEW AND OBJECTIVES
Incorporated in 2005, Sanathan Textiles operates across 

three verticals: polyester yarn products, cotton yarn 
products, and yarns for technical textiles. Its technical 
textiles are utilised in industries such as automotive, 
healthcare, construction, sports, and protective 
clothing.The IPO proceeds will be used for 
repayment or pre-payment of borrowings, investment 
in its subsidiary Sanathan Polycot Private Limited for 
debt repayment, and general corporate purposes.

With a sound business foundation and growth potential, 
Sanathan Textiles IPO presents a good investment 
opportunity for both retail and institutional investors.

BENGALURU. Water treatment firm VA Tech 
Wabag, which had secured a contract worth Rs 
2,700 crore from the Saudi Water Authority in 
September, has announced the cancellation of the 
major tender, following which, shares plunged 
over 18% in the morning trade and settled at Rs 
1,672.95, down 11.18% on the BSE on 
Wednesday."With reference to our above 
intimation dated September 06, 2024 relating to 
300 MLD Mega Sea Water Desalination Plant 
Order in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, we hereby 
inform that the Customer has notified all tender 
participants on December 16, 2024, that the said 
tender stands cancelled pursuant to their internal 
administrative procedures," the company said in 
the exchange filing. "We are currently in touch 
with the Customer to understand and comprehend 
the reasons in detail," the statement added.

In its H1 FY25 earnings conference call, Rajiv 
Mittal, chairman and MD of VA Tech Wabag had 
said that looking ahead, the company is further 
enhancing its presence and efforts in emerging 
markets like the Middle East, Africa, Indian 
subcontinent, Southeast Asia and CIS countries.

"With a promising order pipeline, we are confident 
in sustaining our growth momentum through the 
second half of the financial year and in line with 
our medium-term outlook. Our focus business 
development efforts are yielding remarkable 
results as demonstrated by the order inflow of 
over Rs 4,600 crore secured in H1 with 57% 
coming from international clients and 31% 
coming from the industrial sector," Mittal added.

NEW DELHI.  Bangladesh’s interim government has 
accused energy supplier Adani Power of breaching a 
multi-billion-dollar agreement by withholding tax 
benefits that a power plant central to the deal received 
from New Delhi, according to documents seen by 
Reuters. In 2017, the Indian company controlled by 
billionaire Gautam Adani signed an agreement with 
Bangladesh to provide power from its coal-fired plant 
in eastern India.Dhaka has said it hopes to renegotiate 
the deal, which was awarded by then-Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina without a tender process and costs 
Bangladesh far more than its other coal power deals, 
according to Bangladesh power agency documents 
and letters between the two parties reviewed by 
Reuters, as well as interviews with six Bangladesh 
officials.

Dhaka has been behind on payments to Adani Power 
since supply started in July 2023. It owes several 
hundred million dollars for energy that has already 
been supplied, though the two sides dispute the exact 
size of the bill. Bangladesh’s de facto power minister 
Muhammad Fouzul Kabir Khan told Reuters the 
country now had enough domestic capacity to cope 
without the Adani supply, though not all domestic 
power generators were operational.

Nobel peace prize laureate Muhammad Yunus took 
power in August after a student-led revolution ousted 
Hasina, who critics accuse of stifling democracy and 
mismanaging the economy. She ran Bangladesh for 
most of the last two decades and was a close ally of 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Reuters is 
reporting for the first time that the contract came with 
an additional implementation agreement that 
addressed the transfer of tax benefits.The news 
agency is also revealing details about Bangladesh’s 
plan to reopen the 25-year deal, and that it hopes to 
use the fallout from U.S. prosecutors’ November 
indictment of Adani and seven other executives for 
their alleged role in a $265 million bribery scheme to 
press for a resolution.Adani Power has not been 
accused of wrongdoing in Bangladesh. A company 
spokesperson said in response to Reuters’ questions 
that it had upheld all contractual obligations and had 
no indication Dhaka was reviewing the contract.

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Urban 
2.0 aims to provide affordable 
housing to one crore urban 
families, focusing on inclusive 
development through various 
housing schemes and subsidies.

GST Council may lower tax rate on insurance premium

VA Tech Wabag shares 
plunge 11 per cent after 
cancellation of  Saudi order
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