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Justice Sanjiv Khanna sworn in as
51st Chief Justice of India

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Nov 11: Justice Sanjiv Khanna was

on Monday sworn in as the 51st Chief
Justice of India. President Droupadi Murmu
administered the oath of office to Justice
Khanna at a brief swearing-in ceremony held
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan at 10.30 AM.
Justice Khanna succeeds Justice D Y
Chandrachud, who demitted office on
Sunday on attaining the age of 65 years.
Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal ,outgoing CJI DY Chandrachud,
ministers, sitting and former judges attend-
ed the five-minute ceremony. Appointed as a
Judge of the Supreme Court of India on
January 18, 2019, Justice Khanna will have a
six-month tenure as the CJI. He will retire on
May 13, 2025. The Centre had notified his
appointment as the next CJI on October 24,
following Chief Justice Chandrachud’s recommen-
dation on October 16. Reducing pendency of cases
and speeding up justice delivery are said to be his
priorities. There has been a convention of the CJI
recommending the senior-most judge of the

Supreme Court as his successor. Only twice, it has
not been followed — Justice AN Ray was appointed
the 14th CJI on April 25, 1973, superseding three

senior-most judges, and Justice MH Beg was
appointed the 15th CJI on January 29, 1977, super-
seding Justice HR Khanna. Justice HR Khanna--his
uncle--was denied the appointment as CJI by the
Indira Gandhi-led government for his sole dissent-
ing opinion in ADM Jabalpur versus Shivkant

Shukla (1976) on the suspension of fundamental
rights during Emergency. The majority had
declared that the government could suspend funda-

mental rights and detain citizens without fol-
lowing due process during Emergency. Justice
HR Khanna had resigned after the govern-
ment notified the appointment of Justice HM
Beg — a junior judge — as the CJI. Son of
Justice DR Khanna, a former Delhi High
Court judge, Justice Sanjiv Khanna has been a
part of many Constitution Bench verdicts,
including the ones upholding the abrogation
of Article 370 and the scrapping of electoral
bonds scheme. He headed the Bench which
upheld the use of electronic voting machines
(EVMs) in elections amid the 2019 Lok Sabha
poll. A Bench led by him had granted an inter-
im bail to former Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal to
enable him campaign in the 2024 Lok Sabha
poll. Born on 14th May, 1960, Justice Khanna
got enrolled as an advocate with the Bar

Council of Delhi in 1983 and initially practised in the
District Courts at the Tis Hazari complex, Delhi, and
later in the High Court of Delhi and tribunals in
fields as diverse as constitutional law, direct taxation,
arbitration, commercial law, company law, land law,
environmental law and medical negligence.

Congress claims India faces ‘demand
crisis’ due to income stagnation

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, Nov.11: Congress on Sunday

claimed India was facing a “demand crisis” due
to sustained and said the ‘double
engine’ of private investment and
mass consumption that powered
the UPA’s decade of sustained
GDP growth has been “derailed” in
the last ten years of the Modi gov-
ernment. Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communications,
Jairam Ramesh, urged the govern-
ment to accept what the Congress
has been proposing - raising MGN-
REGA wages to a minimum of Rs
400 per day, guaranteeing MSP
and a loan waiver for farmers, and
a monthly income support scheme
for women - to kickstart income
growth in rural India. He said that with each
passing day, the tragedy of India’s dying con-
sumption story becomes more evident. Last
week, several CEOs from India Inc raised the
alarm over the ‘shrinking’ middle class and
now, new data from NABARD’s All India Rural

Financial Inclusion Survey (NAFIS) 2021-22
adds to the evidence that India’s demand crisis
is a result of sustained income stagnation, he
said in a statement. Citing key takeaways from

the survey data, Ramesh said the average
monthly household income for Indians is Rs
12,698 to Rs 13,661 for agricultural households
and Rs 11,438 in non-agricultural households.
“Assuming an average household size of 4.4,
the per capita income in rural areas is an esti-

mate Rs 2,886 per month - less than Rs 100 a
day. The vast majority of Indians therefore have
very little money for discretionary consump-
tion beyond that of basic necessities,” Ramesh
said, citing the data. “This is hardly the excep-
tion - nearly every piece of evidence points to
this same damning conclusion: that the aver-
age Indian can buy less today than they could
10 years ago. This is the ultimate root cause for
India’s consumption slowdown,” he claimed.
Citing Labour Bureau’s Wage Rate Index data,
Ramesh said real wages for labourers stagnat-
ed between 2014 and 2023, and in fact declined
between 2019 and 2024. Further, he cited the
Ministry of Agriculture’s Agricultural Statistics
data to state that under Dr Manmohan Singh,
real wages for agricultural labourers grew at
6.8 per cent each year, he said. “Under Mr
Modi, real wages for agricultural labourers
declined by 1.3 per cent each year,” Ramesh
said. Citing Periodic Labour Force Survey
Series data, Ramesh said the average real earn-
ings over time have stagnated between 2017
and 2022 across all employment types - salaried
workers, casual workers, and self-employed
workers.

India tells Russia to remove tariff barriers,
trade in national currencies 

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Nov 11: Just four months

after Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Russian President Valdimir Putin held
the annual India-Russia inter-governmen-
tal summit, increased bilateral opportuni-
ties in trade and investment are being
worked upon by the two sides. In
Mumbai on Monday, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, while speaking at
the India-Russia Business Forum, asked
Russia to remove tariff barriers to allow
Indian products greater access to the
Russian market and suggested that doing
trade in national currencies was of great
importance. Modi and Putin met in
Moscow in July and tasked officials on
either side to “prepare a programme for
the development of promising areas of
Russian-Indian economic cooperation till
2030”. In New Delhi, the Russian
Embassy said on Monday that a ‘business
centre’ is to open in the national capital on
Tuesday. Its main objective is to develop
business ties between the two countries and

promote export cooperation. Also, on
Tuesday, the India-Russia Inter-
Governmental Commission will be meeting

in Delhi to take stock of the bilateral cooper-
ation. Jaishankar said, “Mutual settlement
of trade in national currencies is of great
importance, especially in the current cir-
cumstances.... Special rupee-vostro

accounts are an effective mechanism right
now. But in short term, a better trade bal-
ance with national currency settlements is

the answer.” The minister said the India-
Russia bilateral trade was today at $66
billion and the goal was to take it to $100
billion by 2030. He then sought Russia to
relax some tariffs. “The balance of trade,
however, needs urgent redressal since it
is so one-sided. It is imperative that non-
tariff barriers and regulatory impedi-
ments are speedily addressed for this to
happen…. A growing Russian apprecia-
tion of ‘Make In India’ as a programme to
deepen business will certainly help to
take forward our cooperation in many
domains,” he said. India, said Jaishankar,
would grow at 8 per cent annually for
multiple decades ahead and Russia was a
key natural resources provider and a
major technology leader. India would be

major player in oil, gas, coal or uranium and
this applied to fertilizers too, the minister
said. Jaishankar referred to the annual sum-
mit at Moscow in July and the interaction
Modi and Putin had last in Kazan. 

1984 riots: Delhi HC says murder trial to continue against Jagdish Tytler
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Nov 11: Justice Manoj
Kumar Ohri was hearing a plea filed by
Tytler seeking a stay on the trial proceed-
ings taking place against him in a Delhi
court. The court would continue with the
hearing on November 29. “It is made clear
the trial will continue. Same will be subject
to the outcome of the present proceedings,”
the judge ordered. Tytler's counsel submit-
ted the case was listed for the recording of
evidence of a prosecution witness before
the trial court on November 12 and the trial
court be asked to not proceed till the high
court decided his plea against the framing
of charges order. Tytler's plea challenging
the framing of murder and other charges
against him is listed on November 29 but he
moved court with the plea to stay the trial.
His plea said the evidence of the prosecu-
tion witness was recorded by the trial court
and her cross-examination by the defence
counsel was scheduled for November 12.
“The criminal revision petition (of Tytler)

raised substantial questions upon the moti-
vation of the prosecution and the investiga-

tion conducted by the CBI. Therefore, an
order/direction from this court for the trial
court to not proceed with the captioned
matter till the pendency of the revision peti-
tion is expedient in the interest of justice,”

his plea read. Senior advocate H S Phoolka,
representing the victims, opposed the plea
arguing the witness was old and suffered
from various ailments and being subjected
to multiple court appearances. She would
be appearing in court for the fourth time,
he said. Tytler has claimed being a victim of
a “witch-hunt” and contended the trial
court's order framing charges against him
was “perverse, illegal and lacked applica-
tion of mind”. “Trial court has erroneously
framed charges against the petitioner over-
looking the settled principles of law on the
point of charge,” his petition stated. While
Tytler's counsel raised the plea of alibi,
claiming his absence at the time of the inci-
dent, the counsel for the CBI and victims
argued the plea of alibi had already been
decided and rejected by the high court.
Tytler said there was no credible evidence
to corroborate the allegations against him
and the trial court's order was “miscon-
ceived” passed “mechanically” and liable to
be set aside. He alleged it was a case of
harassment wherein he was made to face

the trial for alleged crimes committed
more than four decades ago, and referred
to being 80-years old and suffering from
several ailments, including heart disease
and diabetes. The trial court on September
13 framed charges against him after he
pleaded not guilty. Besides murder, the
trial court ordered the framing of charges
pertaining to unlawful assembly, provoca-
tion, rioting, murder, promoting enmity
between different groups, house trespass,
and theft, among others. The CBI on May
20, 2023, filed a chargesheet against Tytler
in the case saying he “incited, instigated
and provoked the mob assembled at Pul
Bangash Gurdwara Azad Market” on
November 1, 1984. The mob, the agency
claimed, provoked by Tytler, set a gurd-
wara ablaze and killed three men -- Thakur
Singh, Badal Singh, and Gurcharan Singh.
Anti-Sikh riots erupted in several parts of
the country in the aftermath of the assassi-
nation of then Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi by her Sikh bodyguards on
October 31, 1984.

CM Yogi Adityanath calls
SP a haven for criminals

ST Correspondent
Lucknow, Nov.11: Speaking at a rally at Tilak Inter

College in Hanumanganj, Phulpur, to support BJP can-
didate Deepak Patel, Adityanath alleged that prominent
mafia figures like Atiq Ahmed, Mukhtar Ansari, and
Khan Mubarak were all associated with SP. Referring to
past high-profile crimes, he stated, “daylight murders
of leaders like Krishnanand Rai and Raju Pal took place
during SP’s reign.” He added that during previous SP
rule, public funds were funneled to the SP family and
their allies, turning the state’s administrative bodies
into a “production house for rioters.” He further
remarked, “Today’s SP has strayed from the values it
was originally founded upon. It has become a refuge for

mafia and criminals.” Adityanath also questioned the
Congress party and the INDIA alliance’s stance on
Article 370, highlighting a recent Jammu and Kashmir
government proposal calling for its reinstatement. He
alleged that “Congress and its allies want to reinstate
Article 370 to promote terrorism.” Adityanath assured
voters that under the Modi administration, the move
would never be allowed, and India would continue with
“one flag, one Constitution.” Addressing a crowd along-
side BJP leaders and local dignitaries like BJP candi-
date Deepak Patel, MPs Praveen Patel and Nand Gopal
Gupta Nandi and Mayor Ganesh Kesari, Adityanath
honored Prayagraj’s cultural and spiritual heritage, call-
ing it a land blessed by the Ganga. He mentioned the
special significance of 2025, when Prayagraj will host
the Mahakumbh, an event recently recognised as a cul-
tural heritage by UNESCO, thanks to efforts by PM
Modi. Highlighting a decade of progress, Adityanath
credited PM Modi’s government for transforming the
country’s image and destiny. He pointed out that UP
has also seen “double-engine government.” “Earlier,
UP was known for anarchy and riots; women were
unsafe, farmers were ignored, and youth couldn’t find
jobs,” he said. Under SP rule, he claimed, “even govern-
ment jobs were auctioned off beforehand, and farmers
and the poor did not receive necessary benefits.

SC raps Delhi police for not
fully imposing cracker ban

New Delhi, Nov 11: Calling it a mere "eye-
wash", the Supreme Court came down heavi-
ly on the Delhi police for failing to compre-
hensively implement the firecracker ban in
the national capital and only seizing raw mate-
rials. A bench of Justices Abhay S Oka and
Augustine George Masih therefore directed
the Delhi police commissioner to immediately
inform all the stakeholders concerned about
the ban order and ensure no sale and manu-
facture of crackers. "We direct Delhi police
commissioner to form a special cell to ensure
effective implementation of the ban on fire
crackers. We direct Delhi police commission-
er to file a personal affidavit putting on record
the steps taken by them to enforce ban," it
said. The top court wondered why the Delhi
government delayed imposition of the ban on
fire crackers till October 14, when the order of
ban was issued. "The right to live in a pollu-
tion-free atmosphere is a fundamental right
under Article 21 of the Constitution. Prima
facie, we are of the view that no religion pro-
motes any activity that promotes pollution or
compromises with health of the people,"
remarked the bench. The top court further
asked the Delhi government to decide before
November 25 on a "perpetual" firecracker ban
after consulting stakeholders.

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, Nov 11: The Wayanad

by-election, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra's
maiden electoral battle, will be held
on Wednesday. On the final day of

campaigning for Kerala's Wayanad
Lok Sabha by-election, ex-Wayanad
MP Rahul Gandhi on Monday threw
a ‘challenge’ to his ‘little sister’
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, the
Congress candidate. Wayanad, Nov
11 (ANI): Lok Sabha LoP and
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi address-
es a roadshow in support of party
candidate for Wayanad Lok Sabha by-
elections, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, at
Sulthan Bathery in Wayanad on

Monday. “Priyanka Gandhi ji is the
MP candidate. She is also my little
sister, so I have the right to complain
about her to the people of Wayanad,”
Gandhi, who now represents Uttar

Pradesh's Raebareli in the Lok
Sabha, said at a poll rally in
Sultan Bathery, two days
before the polling. “I would also
like to challenge my sister to
make Wayanad the best tourist
destination. When people think
of Kerala, the first destination
should be Wayanad. This will
benefit the people of Wayanad
and its economy, and the world
will get to know its beauty,” the
ex-Congress chief remarked.

In July, the Kerala district was hit by
landslides that claimed more than
200 lives. The Wayanad by-election
was necessitated as Rahul Gandhi
chose to keep the Raebareli con-
stituency after winning both seats in
the Lok Sabha polls. The 54-year-old
politician had won Wayanad five
years ago, when he was defeated by
BJP's Smriti Irani from the Congress'
bastion of Amethi in Uttar Pradesh, a
seat that he had held since 2004. 

Rahul Gandhi's challenge to
‘little sister' Priyanka Vadra

New Delhi, Nov 11: The Tihar Jail authori-
ties informed the Delhi High Court on Monday
that convicted separatist leader Yasin Malik
ended his hunger strike on November 8, and
was being provided with the necessary medical

treatment. The respondent authorities, includ-
ing the Centre, opposed the petition filed by
Yasin Malik, who sought admission to AIIMS
due to his alleged deteriorating health. The
respondents requested additional time to review
the medical status report submitted by the jail
authorities before filing a response. The court of

Justice Jasmeet Singh after noting the submis-
sions, scheduled the next hearing for November
18. Meanwhile, it directed the jail authorities to
ensure that Malik receives appropriate medical
care. The lawyer representing Malik expressed
dissatisfaction with the rescheduling of the hear-
ing, stating that the legal team will visit Malik at
Tihar Jail today to verify the claims made by the
jail authorities. The Delhi High Court on Friday
issued a notice to the Centre, the Director
General of Tihar Jail and other relevant authori-
ties in response to a plea filed by Malik. He
claimed that he had been on a hunger strike
since November 1 as he was allegedly denied of
necessary medical treatment. In his plea before
the Delhi High Court, Malik seeks appropriate
directions from the court to ensure that he is
referred for proper and necessary medical care
at AIIMS or any other super-speciality hospital,
either in New Delhi or in the Kashmir region.
Additionally, Malik has asked the court to direct
the authorities to produce him before the courts
in the National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi
whenever his presence is required. After consid-
ering the submissions, the court sought a med-
ical status report of Malik from the concerned
jail superintendent.

Yasin Malik ended hunger strike, being
provided with necessary medical aid





waste of resources. It is painful to see hazard to the residents, they said."The Gurgaon. The water supply pipeline in 
such sheer wastage daily. We have leakage was ongoing for nearly two Sector 46 has been suffering from a 
complained multiple times, but the weeks, and there is the possibility of leak for nearly two weeks now. 

contaminants mixing with the Residents said that water gushes out of 
supply. Moreover, the continued the damaged pipes during the supply 
exposure to water has led to further time from at least 5-6 spots, creating 
deterioration of internal sector roads. large puddles on roads. Despite 
When we complained, MCG multiple complaints to the MCG, 
officials cited that they are in the however, there has been no action 
tendering process for operation and taken to address the issue.The water 
maintenance of water supply, but lines in the sector, many of which are 
such issues cannot wait for it to old and prone to damage, have become 
materialise. They should plug the a constant source of trouble for 
leak on priority," said Rajkumar residents. The continuous flow not 
Yadav, RWA president of Sector only causes damage to the road surface 

MCG has not taken any action so far," 46.When contacted, MCG chief but also wastes an essential resource, a 
said Richa Tiwari, joint secretary of engineer Manoj Yadav, said that the point that resonates deeply with 
Sector 46 RWA.Residents also raised municipal corporation will address the residents as they face water scarcity 
concerns over  fear  of  water  issue on a priority basis. "I will direct during summer."The water from the 
contamination. The stagnant water the officials to visit the site and take leakage flows directly onto the road 
raises the risk of pollutants seeping prompt action to plug the leak," he and forms pools, which is not only 
into the water supply, posing a health said.damaging the roads but is a complete 

Submit affidavit on trees to be 
cut for kanwar route, UP told

Pipeline leaking for 2 weeks, road flooded, 
RWA says no action from MCG so far

arrived from Knowledge Park police registered against the truck Noida: Five members of a family died after 
station. Four of the occupants were driver under Section 106 (death the WagonR in which they were travelling 
brought out of the car and rushed to a due to negligence) of BNS. crashed into a truck parked on the Noida 
nearby hospital, where they were Parking isn't allowed on the expressway on Sunday morning.The 
declared dead on arrival. expressway because of the sheer accident occurred near Sector 146 metro 

speed at which vehicles pass station in Greater Noida around 6am Aman, who was behind the wheel, was 
by. "The  t ruck  d r ive r  i s  when the five were returning from Child stuck inside the mangled car. The police 
untraceable. We are scanning PGI hospital, where the daughter of a team had to cut open the vehicle to 
CCTV footage and gathering relative is admitted. The truck parked on bring him out. Two hours had already 
inputs to track him down," said a the expressway had flat tyres – and its passed by then and Aman had died on 
senior officer.arlier in the day, driver had gone to look for a mechanic, the spot.
chief minister Yogi Adityanath leaving the vehicle by the side of the road "He is likely to have dozed off at the 
asked officials to reach the spot without any warning signs.Aman, a daily wheel, causing the car to swerve 
and expedite relief work. "The wager, was driving the WagonR – HR towards the left and crash into the 
chief minister took cognisance 51BY 1774 – back home to Ghodi parked truck. The truck had broken 
of the road accident in Greater Bacheda village in Dadri with his father down merely half an hour earlier after 
N o i d a  a n d  e x p r e s s e d  Devi Singh, mother Rajkumari and two two of its tyres were flat. The driver had 

family. This tragedy is unimaginable," condolences to the bereaved maternal aunts Vimlesh and Kamlesh gone to get a mechanic when the accident 
said Sunil, Aman's friend who arrived at family members of the deceased," a when he crashed into the truck from occurred," said a senior police officer at 
the hospital to take the bodies back.Back statement from the CM office read.MP behind.Police suspect he had dozed off Knowledge Park police station.Since it 
home in Ghodi Bacheda village, Aman's Mahesh Sharma also met Aman's family after staying awake the previous night at was a Sunday and most offices stayed 
wife collapsed after hearing the news of members and offered his condolences. "I Child PGI."Since the expressway was shut, a traffic snarl was spared on the 
her husband's death. She has two children am deeply saddened to hear the empty that early in the morning, the car expressway. "We cleared the vehicles 
– aged five and seven years – to heartbreaking news of the untimely death was being driven at high speed. So, the using a crane. The bodies were handed 
raise."Aman's younger brother Sonu of five members of a family in the tragic impact was severe when the WagonR over to the families after an autopsy," 
studies in Class 11. He wanted to pursue accident  on the Greater  Noida rammed the truck. The car was mangled Kumar said.It was merely a week ago that 
higher studies so that he could bring the Expressway. I pray to God to give place to and its occupants were trapped inside," tragedy struck the family. Aman, the 
family out of poverty. But it seems he will the departed souls in his feet and provide said Ashok Kumar, additional deputy primary earning member, lost his two-
now have to look for a job to augment the strength to the victims and their families commissioner of police, Greater year-old daughter to illness a day before 
family income," Sunil said.An FIR was to endure this," he posted on X.Noida.Informed by passersby, a team Diwali."He was the backbone of his 

5 of a family die after car crashes into 
truck parked on Noida e-way

Ghaziabad. The National Green identify the extent of trees cut on both affidavit specifying the precise 
Tribunal (NGT) has asked UP govt to sides of the (upper Ganga) canal. He number of trees to be felled during the 
submit an affidavit from the additional has submitted that this exercise can be Kawar Marg construction project, in 
chief secretary (environment), completed within a period of 30 days accordance with the UP Tree 
specifying the exact number of trees and the report can be submitted before Protection Act, 1976. Additionally, the 
that will be felled for the kanwar the Tribunal," the bench said on Oct affidavit shall explicitly address 
corridor.In an earlier order, the NGT 4.Along with this report, drone survey whether any trees beyond the 15/20 
had asked the Surveyor General of images covering a linear stretch of the metre width have been cut down, and 
India to submit satellite images of 100km-long corridor on both sides of if so, identify the individuals 
2018 and 2024 to make a comparison the canals were also submitted with responsible for such action," the NGT 
of the environmental damage done in the NGT this  Thursday.  But said.The kanwar route will link 
the intervening six years in the area. comparing the images was difficult Muradnagar with Purkaji near the 
The images were supposed to have b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  v a r y i n g  Uttarakhand border, passing through 
been sourced from the National resolution."The report does not reflect the districts of Meerut, Muzaffarnagar 
Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) in what attempts were made by the and Ghaziabad. According to a govt 
Hyderabad.On Oct 4, the SGI Survey General of India to find out the report submitted in NGT, around 1 
informed the tribunal that satellite satellite imagery of the area crore devotees from UP, Delhi, 
imagery of the region was available concerned," read the NGT order on Haryana, Rajasthan and MP collect 
only for this year, but not 2018. Saturday.The tribunal then gave the Ganga water from Haridwar and walk 

additional chief secretary two weeks' back to their cities in the month of So, the bench of chairperson Prakash 
time to file the affidavit. The next Sawan."This route is included in the Shrivastava, Arun Kumar Tyagi, and 
hearing was scheduled for Nov 25. category of very crowded routes for expert member A Senthil V ordered a 

the common people and devotees. As drone survey of the area and sought a “The State shall provideclarification 
well as a total of 54 villages falling report in 30 days. The Centre has regarding whether plants, trees, 
under the districts of Muzaffarnagar, allowed 1.1 lakh trees to be cut for the bushes and other vegetation being 
Meerut, and Ghaziabad on the said project."The Surveyor General of felled during road construction, which 
route, in which it has also been a main Survey of India has stated that he can are not included in the count of 33,766 
route for the movement of residents. In conduct an aerial survey using trees, are classified under the UP Tree 
such a situation, there is a lot of UAV/drone to generate orthorectified Protection Act's definition of trees. 
disruption in the traffic on the Kanwar images of the area to capture the The additional chief secretary of 
route directly and indirectly,present ground situation and to environment from UP shall submit an 

The great commute crisis: Delhi-Mumbai 
flight shorter than Delhi-Gurgaon drive

2011 population of 15 lakh to current airport - 9km away. Here, the bottleneck GURGAON/NEW DELHI. "I feel like I 
estimates of 30 lakh plus (the 2021 is caused by work on an interchange spend more time in my car than with my 
Census has still not been done, so there junction for the Dwarka Expressway family," says IT professional Nishant 
isn't an exact figure). The city has also that affects traffic on both sides. "The Srivastava, who travels between Gurgaon 
continued to grow as a corporate district, double whammy has virtually made the and Delhi daily. "I dread an evening flight 
the spread of its office precincts not drive from Gurgaon to Delhi the worst from IGI these days," says Ruchi Gupta, a 
restricted to Cyber City and Udyog Vihar, I've seen," says Pankaj, who is his 50s Gurgaon resident for the last 10 years. "It 
but following a decentralised path to and has been working in Delhi takes me longer to get to the airport from 
Sohna Road, 32nd Milestone, Golf throughout his career. "We say we need my house on Golf Course Road Extension 
Course Road and SPR.Then there are the to take measures to improve our air than to fly to Mumbai," she adds.
new high-speed roads - Sohna highway, quality. What about this daily It's an exasperation shared by lakhs of vehicle needs to recharge its balance, it 
the new Jaipur expressway (part of Delhi- congestion? There are two state govts - people who commute between the two can add several minutes to the wait time. 
Mumbai expressway), and Dwarka Delhi and Haryana - and the Centre, cities and have, over the years, seen Imagine this at peak hour, when hundreds 
expressway - that lead to a convergence Supreme Court and Delhi High Court. Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway turn into a of cabs are waiting to get into Delhi at the 
of traffic on Delhi-Gurgaon expressway Don't they see this?" he asks.'crawl way', with vehicle speeds in peak same time. The queues are long, tempers 
(the erstwhile NH8). "The highway is Shailesh Ranjan, a resident of DLF-2, adds, hours seldom going above 30kmph and rising, and space available for the rest of 
way, way beyond capacity," says Pankaj, "Travelling in the afternoon meant traffic moving bumper-to-bumper for the traffic to pass through getting more 
who recently shifted to Gurgaon and smooth sailing, but that's past. The Delhi-kilometres in stop-start motion.The restricted."I've become so used to jams 
works in central Delhi.Add to this Gurgaon expressway is clogged all day number of cars travelling between the two from Shankar Chowk (a km before toll 
congested mix two major bottlenecks and because of the ongoing construction and cities has increased exponentially from gates at the border) that I'm always adding 
that's what you have today - a road that the toll. We need an extra hour in hand at the time the expressway was opened in 45 minutes to an hour to my travel time. 
takes an eternity to cross. One is at the least if we have to go to Delhi."The CEO 2008 when the mantra was 'live in Delhi, This gets very stressful when you have to 
border, the MCD toll plaza for of a Fortune 500 American company told work in Gurgaon'. Nearly two decades on, do it the entire week," says Rashi, an HR 
commercial vehicles that chokes several TOI he was in the process of moving to that reality co-exists with the reverse - executive.On the way from Gurgaon to 
lanes as cabs stop to pay toll. Since toll Delhi. Exasperated by the "daily 'live in Gurgaon, work in Delhi'. Traffic Delhi, the misery doesn't end when you 
collectors stop every car and scan the predicament" of traffic jams, the from Gurgaon to Delhi has soared for cross the toll plaza. The jam that begins at 
number plate for electronic payment, company too is moving its base from many reasons.Primary is the exponential Shanka r  Chowk  con t i nues  t i l l  
there are always queues there. And if a Gurgaon to Aero City in Delhi.growth of Gurgaon itself, from a Census Mahipalpur - the boundaries of IGI 

Vendors occupy much of 
this road2, but there’s no 

stopping bikers here

Ghaziabad. Vacant roads outside Shaheed Sthal 
new bus adda metro station in Ghaziabad, where 
flower vendors set up their market during the 
early hours of the day, see bikers speeding down 
the stretch. Locals complained that the situation 
poses a significant risk of accidents as the vendors 
occupy almost half of the road."This results in 
traffic congestion in the area, and particularly 
causes inconvenience for people going to office 
and school children who use this road early in the 
morning," said Manoj Singh, a regular commuter.

People visiting a temple nearby often park their 
vehicles along the road, adding to the congestion. 
Moreover, a resident of the area Sunita Sharma 
spoke about some incidents where flower sellers 
engaged in altercations with both residents and 
temple visitors, leading to distressing situations.

People living in the vicinity of the temple are 
experiencing significant distress. The residents 
have already complained to authorities about the 
worsening situation but to no avail. Despite 
approaching the municipal corporation on 
multiple occasions regarding the issue, 
authorities have not addressed the concerns of the 
residents. The flower sellers still put up their stalls 
on the roads, which witness substantial crowds 
during the evening hours."Inspections by law 
enforcement officers provide momentary respite, 
but their efforts to remove vendors prove futile as 
the sellers swiftly return to their original spots 
once the officers leave," said Rohit Singh, another 
resident.

Residents reported that vendors carry out their 
businesses from their trucks positioned along the 
street. What began as a solitary flower seller 
gradually expanded to include multiple 
merchants selling shoes and vegetables.”We have 
instructed flower sellers to refrain from 
occupying the roadway. If that does not happen, 
measures will be enforced against those who fail 
to comply with these regulations," said a traffic 
police officer.

News box

Noida. Residents of sectors 51, 62, 31 and others 
complained about lack of upkeep of green areas for the 
past three months. As plants, trees, and grass dry up, 
residents are questioning why the Noida Authority 
fails to renew tenders before expiration, ensuring 
consistent upkeep.In Sector 51's Children's Park, trees 
have begun drying out, leading to growing concerns 
among residents. "Not even a drop of water has been 
given to these trees for the last three months. Due to 
this, even tall trees have started drying up and falling," 
said Sanjeev Kumar, RWA general secretary for blocks 
C to F of Sector 51."Trees and plants also have life, and 
by neglecting them, we are essentially killing them. 
Residents are upset and continually report that 
greenery is dying," he added.Gopal Verma, RWA 
general secretary of Rajat Vihar in Block C, Sector 62 
had similar complaints. He expressed frustration over 
the deteriorating state of local parks. "All the parks in 
C block of Rajat Vihar have been ruined due to lack of 
proper upkeep. We're still waiting for the authority to 
address the issue," he said.In Sector 31, overgrown 
trees and grass add to residents' dissatisfaction. "I've 
been contacting Noida Authority senior officials 
continuously on the matter," said Devender Chauhan, 
a resident of Sector 31. "But every time, I get only 
assurances with no work."Residents say that calls to 
Noida Authority officials go unanswered. Vidya Sagar 
Virmani, RWA president of D block, Sector 20, shared, 
"Some senior officials have stopped answering phone 
calls. They forward you to their voicemail, saying 
they're busy. If they don't take calls, how will they 
address it?"Recognising the rising concerns, Yogendra 
Sharma, president of the FONRWA, assured residents 
that he would bring the matter to senior officials.

Responding to this, Anand Mohan Singh, deputy 
director of the Noida Authority's horticulture 
department, acknowledged the issues, promising 
prompt action.The electrical panel at Sector 51 park 
was damaged, and after installing a new panel, 
irrigation will resume. We had issued a tender earlier, 
but no contractor qualified in the first round. The re-
tendering process is ongoing and may take another 15 
days," said Singh.

None to water them for three 
months, trees & plants are 
wilting here

Noida. Over 10 days have passed since Diwali, but 
garbage remains uncollected in Sector 3, Greater 
Noida West, prompting residents to voice concerns 
about health risks and escalating sanitation issues.

On Sunday, residents said that household waste has not 
been collected since the festival, leaving garbage to 
pile up outside homes. Adding to the problem, a water 
pipeline leak in some parts of the sector has worsened 
the situation, with stagnant water, now mixing with 
uncollected waste."Household waste collection has 
not taken place since Diwali," said Laxman Singh 
Chamyal, a resident of Sector 3. "Waste collectors 
have not been coming to the sector for the past 10 days, 
and the house is filled with garbage, posing a health 
hazard."Other residents, like Mukesh Vashishth, 
noted the strange absence of the garbage collection 
van. "We can hear the jingle of the garbage collection 
van, but it hasn't entered our lane in the past week," 
Vashishth said.Aruna Shukla, another resident of 
Sector 3, said, "Water has been leaking in front of 
Janta flat D 533 for the last month. Authority staff 
came and dug a pit, but then left. Any incident could 
happen due to this pit, and we request the concerned 
authorities to take action immediately." Sandeep 
Sagar, the technical supervisor of the water 
department at GNIDA, assured that the issue is being 
addressed.In the city, the Diwali aftermath has taken a 
different shape, with idols, flowers, garlands, and 
diyas, discarded on roadsides, in parks, temples, and 
under trees across several sectors. This seasonal 
debris, left behind by celebrations, clutters public 
spaces, creating an unsightly mess for days following 
the festival. Local volunteers stepped up to tackle the 
issue. Members of Yuva Manch Jagran Samiti 
(YMJS), a local social organisation, collected Diwali 
puja materials from sectors 22, 30, and 31, immersing 
them in a temporary pond created in Muradnagar and 
sprinkling Ganga water over it as part of the ritual.

Diwali long gone, but garbage 
yet to be picked up since then

Noida.  Greater Noida Industrial Development 
Authority (GNIDA) is planning to develop a 
comprehensive 15-year master plan and detailed 
project report (DPR) for water, sewer and stormwater 
drains. A consultant will be hired to assess the current 
systems, forecast future needs, and align with 
GNIDA's master plans for 2021 and 2041. The 
Authority aims to upgrade and modernise Greater 
Noida's essential utilities to meet the city's growing 
demand across residential, industrial and commercial 
sectors.

The project is expected to revamp existing systems for 
water supply, sewerage and drainage, along with 
continuous (24x7) water supply, water auditing, GIS 
mapping, and establishing operation and management 
systems.GNIDA issued a tender and invited 
consultancy firms with expertise in large-scale urban 
infrastructure projects. Selection will follow a quality-
cost based selection (QCBS) model, with 70% 
weightage on technical expertise and 30% on financial 
considerations. A pre-bid conference has been 
scheduled for Nov 14, followed by the deadline for bid 
submissions on Nov 28. Technical bids will be opened 
on Dec 2 and financial bids will be considered 
subsequently for qualifying bidders.

"With this master plan and DPR, we are laying the 
groundwork for a resilient and sustainable 
infrastructure system that can meet Greater Noida's 
needs through 2041 and beyond," a GNIDA official 
said.The consultant will study all existing water 
sources, storage facilities and distribution networks in 
the city. This includes data verification, on-site 
assessments and closing data gaps to build a complete 
understanding of the network from sources to end-
users. The consultant will evaluate the Ganga water 
treatment plant and current disinfection methods, 
forecast demand for 2041, and design a water supply 
scheme that addresses leftover areas.The consultant's 
work will unfold in two main stages. 

Gr Noida set to ready a 15-
year master plan for drain 
network
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Fire breaks out at banquet hall in Delhi
New Delhi: A two-floor banquet hall was gutted in a fire that broke out in Delhi's

Shahdara, police said on Friday. No casualties were reported. The police suspect that the
fire broke out when a misfired cracker struck the banquet hall. However, the exact cause
is yet to be ascertained. they said. On the night of Diwali, the police were patrolling in the
Krishna Nagar area when they saw a banquet hall, in flames, prompting them to call the fire
department, they said. The hall was locked from the outside. Ten fire tenders were rushed
to the spot and doused the flames. The ground, first and second floors of the hall were dam-
aged. "The crime team inspected the spot and recorded the incident. The forensic science
team will also visit the spot for further investigation. The owner of the building, Rakesh
Nagpal, was contacted. The exact cause of the fire remains under investigation," Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Shahdara) Prashant Gautam said. Meanwhile, the Delhi Fire
Services experienced a surge in fire-related calls this Diwali with more than 300 such inci-
dents reported across the city, which is the highest in the
past 13 years, an official said on Friday. According to offi-
cials, the increase is attrib-
uted to the extensive use of
firecrackers.

NAME CHANGE
I, Hem Kumar S/o Shri Babu Lal, R/o
Nagla Keval, Urmara Kirar, Firozabad,
Uttar Pradesh-205135 and presently R/o
287, Tarla Mohlla, Village Ghitorni, New
Delhi- 110030, declare that my daugh-
ter's real and correct name is KARISH-
MA but in her School Documents, her
name is wrongly written as KASHAMA
instead of KARISHMA. PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public at large is informed
that my client Shri Sudesh Solanki S/o
Shri Mahavir Singh aged about 51
years living peacefully with his family
including his. elder son namely
Himanshu Solanki and his family at
RZ-90 A, Ganga Vihar, Dindarpur,
Najafgarh, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110043 and he has disowned his
younger son namely Shri Sahil S/o
Shri Sudesh Solanki from his all
moveable and immovable proper-
ties/assets as he is misbehaving with
my client and no more under the con-
trol of my client. If anybody has done,
is doing or will deal with his abovesaid
younger son in any manner whatsoev-
er, he has done the same or is doing
the same or will do the same at
his/their own risk and my client shall
not be responsible for any act done by
him in past as well as future and
moreover will not have any sort of lia-
bility for the same.

PULKITA NARA ADVOCATE
Chamber No. 325, Dwarka Courts

Complex, New Delhi 110075
Mobile: +91 9821531517

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my clients
namely Smt. Shabnam Khan W/o Sh.
Gaffar Ahmad & Sh. Gaffar Ahmad
(Step Father of Danish) both R/o F-
72-A, Vishwakarma Colony, Lal Kuan,
Pul Prahlad, New Delhi-110044 have
disowned/ debarred their son namely
Danish aged about 21 years from all
their movable and immovable proper-
ties/assets and severed all relations
with Sh. Danish due to his misbehav-
iour /misconduct towards my clients,
he is not in control of my clients, if
anybody deals with Danish in any
manner whatsoever, will do so at
his/her/their own risk and responsibili-
ty, my clients shall not be responsible
for the same.

Yogesh Kumar Advocate
Chamber No . 625, Lawyers Block,

Saket District Courts, 
New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
That my clients. Sh. Surender Kumar
& his wife Smt. Poonam R/o House
No. 12 Near Mandir village Barwala,
North-West Delhi-110039 have dis-
owned/debarred her, daughter,
Saneha from their all movable,
immovable properties due to his bad
conduct, behavior towards my clients
and she is not in my client's control
and if any one keeps relation with her
it will be on their own risk, cost and
consequences and my clients have no
responsibility for her act, omission etc.
in this regard and if any one keeps
relation with her it will be on their own
risk, cost and consequences and my
clients have no responsibility for her
act, omission etc. in this regard.

AMARDEEP INDORA ADVOCATE
CHAMBER NO. 604, LAWYER'S

CHAMBER BUILDING, ROHINI
COURT COMPLEX, DISTRICT

COURTS ROHINI, NEW DELHI.

NAME CHANGE
I, BANO W/O ABDUL MAJID residing
at H NO-K-25, 2ND FLOOR, GREEN
PARK EXTN, DELHI-110016 have
changed my name to BANO BHATI
for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-2897647H Rank-HAV Name-
AMRIT SINGH S/o DHARM CHAND
Residing at VILL-TEHARKI, PO-JAIN-
DAPUR, TEH & DIST-PALWAL,
HARYANA-121102, have changed my
minor son’s name from YUDHBIR
SINGH to YUDHVEER for all future
purposes vide Affidavit dated
11/11/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I mohd shamim S/o mohd siddiq
R/o 2180 rodgran lal kuan delhi
110006 have changed my name to
MOHAMMAD SHAMEEM,

NAME CHANGE
I, Kamal Nagpal W/o Shailen Bhatia
R/o Flat No - 184, 3rd Floor, Max
Heights, Sec - 62, P.O. Rai, Distt.
Sonipat, Haryana - 131029, have
changed my name to KAMALBHATIA

NAME CHANGE
I, Ramesh Kumar Behal, S/o Jagdish
Chand Behal, R/o V-24 Ground Floor,
Green Park Main, south delhi Hauz
Khas New Delhi 110016, have
changed my name to Ramesh Behal
for all future purposes

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be Known to all that I (Name of the
Purchaser) Sh. Sunil Kumar S/o Sh.
KL Sharma R/o H. No. C-1/361,
Yamuna Vihar, Delhi-110053 has
applied for conversion of the aforesaid
Plot No. 361, Block C-1, situated in
Yamuna Vihar, Delhi-110053 from
lease hold to free hold in DDA. The
original documents i.e Allotment
Letter, Possession  Letter,  Site
Possession Slip & NOC for Electricity
& Water Connection in issued by DDA
of the above flat have been lost. An
FIR to this effect has been lodged in
Police Station Crime Branch Delhi &
LR No. 2275518/2024. Any person (S)
Claiming any right, interest, having
any objection or found in possession
of original documents may write con-
tact with above named person at
above address within 15 days from
the date of publication of this notice.
The person claiming any right, inter-
est, objections with respect to this
property can personally inform or
write to Dy. Director (LAB) H or
Director (H)-1, D-Block, 3rd Floor,
Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is general information that I, VARSHA
SARSER D/o RAJBIR SINGH R/o D
13A, Arjun Park,  Najafgarh, Nangli
Sakrawati, South West Delhi-110043,
Declare that Name of  My Father and
My Mother has been Wrongly Written
as RAJBIR and SUNITA SARSER  in
My 10th Class Marksheet, Certificate.
The Actual Name of My Father and My
Mother are RAJBIR SINGH and SUNI-
TA DEVI. Which May be Amended
Accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
KUMAR SHANU S/o LATE GIRISH
KUMAR R/o D-6/245, SECTOR-6,
ROHINI, ROHINI SECTOR-7, NORTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110085, declare
that name of my mother has been
wrongly written as SHALU in my Birth
certificate-154, Passport- M8478989
and 10th and 12th class educational
documents . The actual name of my
mother is SHEELWATI respectively,
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MOHD ANAS
SAIFI alias ANAS S/O MOHD INTZAR
R/O A-81, SOM BAZAR ROAD, OLD
SEEMAPURI, OLD SEEMAPURI,
JHILMIL, SHAHDARA, DELHI-
110095, have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as ANAS.

NAME CHANGE
I, DHARAM CHAND Father of No.
2897647H Rank-HAV Name-AMRIT
SINGH Presently residing at VILL-
TEHARKI, PO-JAINDAPUR, TEH &
DIST-PALWAL, HARYANA-121102
have changed my name from
DHARAM CHAND to DHARM
CHAND for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 11/11/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I Sunil Dhama S/o Virendar Singh R/o
H No. B 32 Nalandra Colony Ward No.
B 12 Nalanda Colony Mohalla
Kablegate Mavana Mawana PO
Mawana Dist. Meerut Uttar Pradesh -
250401 have changed my name to
Sunil Kumar for future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Bittu alias
Birender Rastogi S/O Kishori Lal
R/O F-224 old Simapuri delhi -95
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as BITTO.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as priya  D/O
Pappu Sharma, R/O H-NO -D-159
BLOCK-D, BEGUM VIHAR,
BEGUM PUR, Nithari, North West
Delhi,Delhi-110086,have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Anita. I am unmarried .

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
JAGJIT SINGH S/o CHANDER
BHAN, R/o House No. 71-C, Ward
No. 22, Gali No. 4, Kishan Pura,
Rohtak, Haryana - 124001, declare
that name of mine has been
wrongly written as JAGJIT in my
minor Daughter namely MEGHNA
aged 16 years in her 10th Class
Educational Documents. The actu-
al name of mine is JAGJIT SINGH
respectively, which may be amend-
ed accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Bittu alias
Birender Rastogi S/O Kishori Lal
R/O F-224 old Simapuri delhi -95
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as BITTO.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as priya  D/O
Pappu Sharma, R/O H-NO -D-159
BLOCK-D, BEGUM VIHAR,
BEGUM PUR, Nithari, North West
Delhi,Delhi-110086,have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as Anita. I am unmarried .

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
SANDEEP SINGH S/o GURDIT
SINGH R/o 2 Delhi Girls BN NCC
Bhawan, Rohini Sector-19, Rohini
Sector-18, North West Delhi, Delhi
- 110089 declare that name of
mine and my wife has been wrong-
ly written as HAV SANDEEP
SINGH and GURWINDER KAUR
in my minor Daughter SUMIT
KAUR Aged 15 Years in her School
Records. The actual name of mine
and my wife are SANDEEP SINGH
and GURVINDER KAUR respec-
tively, which may amended be
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
RAHUL NAPHHRRI S/o TEJ PAL
R/o T-146/A/1, 3rd Floor, Near Lal
Mandir, Baljeet Nagar, Patel Nagar,
Central Delhi - 110008 declare that
name of mine and my Father have
been wrongly written as RAHUL
and TEJPAL in my 10th & 12th
Class Educational Documents and
name of mine has been wrongly
written as RAHUL in my
Graduation Documents (Bachelors
of Arts). The actual name of mine
and my Father are RAHUL
NAPHHRRI and TEJ PAL respec-
tively, which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
SANDEEP SINGH S/o GURDIT
SINGH R/o 2 Delhi Girls BN NCC
Bhawan, Rohini Sector-19, Rohini
Sector-18, North West Delhi, Delhi
- 110089 declare that name of
mine and my wife has been wrong-
ly written as HAV SANDEEP
SINGH and GURWINDER KAUR
in my minor Son JASPREET
SINGH Aged 14 Years in his
School Records. The actual name
of mine and my wife are SANDEEP
SINGH and GURVINDER KAUR
respectively, which may amended
be accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public
that Sh. Suresh Kumar, Sh. Rajesh
Kumar, and Sh. Mukesh Kumar
Soni are the GPA Holders of Property
bearing Plot No. 5, land area measur-
ing 125 Sq. Yds., out of Khasra No.
77, situated in the revenue estate of
Village Sagarpur, East Sagarpur
Colony, New Delhi – 110046. They
are in possession through GPA, ATS
and Will dated 17.12.2003 executed
by Sh. Rattan Lal and Smt. Munni
Devi in favour of Sh. Suresh Kumar,
Sh. Rajesh Kumar and Sh. Mukesh
Kumar Soni in respect of Said
Property. Sh. Suresh Kumar, Sh.
Rajesh Kumar, and Sh. Mukesh
Kumar Soni intends to transfer the
ownership by way of Sale Deed of
aforementioned property to Sh.
Pawan Kumar Gupta. Subsequently,
Sh. Pawan Kumar Gupta is in the
process of mortgaging the said prop-
erty with Aditya Birla Housing
Finance Limited. Any objections or
concerns regarding this transaction
should be raised within a period of 15
days from the date of this public
notice. Any objections submitted after
the completion of this 15-day period
will not be considered binding with
respect to the said property or the
interests of our client. If anyone wish-
es to raise an objection, please do so
within the stipulated 15-days period
by contacting

Law Veritas: North (Advocates &
Legal Consultants) at 

Office No. 11, 1st Floor, Building No.
A-44/A, Sector-16, Noida, Uttar

Pradesh-201301; 
Landline(s): +910120-3101683, 

E-mail: accounts@lvnorth.in
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World. him to treatments when he was engagement. But ownership of the That’s what the highest court 
diagnosed with prostate cancer, ring remained up in the air.A trial in Massachusetts was asked to 
according to court filings. At some judge initially concluded Settino decide with a $70,000 ring at the 
point Johnson looked at Settino’s was entitled to keep the engagement centre of the dispute. The court 
cell phone and discovered a message ring, reasoning that Johnson ultimately ruled that an engagement 

“mistakenly thought Settino was ring must be returned to the person 
cheating on him”. An appeals court who purchased it, ending a six-
found Johnson should get the ring. In decade state rule that required 
Sept, the case landed before the judges to try to identify who was to 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial blame for the end of the relationship.
Court, which ultimately ruled that The case involved Bruce Johnson and 
Johnson should keep the ring. In Caroline Settino, who started dating 
their ruling the justices said the case in the summer of 2016, according to 
raised the question of whether the court filings. Over the next year, 
issue of “who is at fault” should they travelled together across the 
continue to govern the rights to United States and to Italy. Johnson from her to a man he didn’t know. 
engagement rings when the wedding paid for the vacations and also gave “My Bruce is going to be in 
doesn’t happen. More than six Settino jewellery, clothing, shoes Connecticut for three days. I need 
decades ago, the court found that an and handbags. Eventually, Johnson some playtime,” the message read. 
engagement ring is generally bought a $70,000 diamond ring and He also found messages from the 
understood to be a conditional gift in Aug 2017 asked Settino’s father man, including a voicemail in which 
and determined that the person who for permission to marry her. the man referred to Settino as 
gives it can get it back after a failed “cupcake” and said they didn’t see Johnson said he felt like after that 
engagement, but only if that person enough of each other. Settino has Settino became increasingly critical 
was “without fault”.Harvard Law s a i d  t h e  m a n  w a s  j u s t  a  and unsupportive,  including 
School professor Rebecca .f r i e n d . J o h n s o n  e n d e d  t h e  berating him and not accompanying 

NEWS BOX

Trump, Putin speak over phone, 
discuss ending war in Ukraine

Who gets to keep the ring if  engagement’s 
off? US court rules always the buyer

Lankan parl iamentary elect ions,  on a political solution for Tamils in terms of 
scheduled for Thursday, comes to an end devolution of more powers, Dissanayake 
to canvas votes for his Janatha Vimukthi refrained from the topic. Instead, he said 
Peramuna (JVP)-led National People’s his alliance will ensure “full freedom” of 
Power (NPP) alliance.In a well-attended Tamils.Highlighting the opening of a new 
meeting, he said Indian fishermen were road that had been under military control 
destroying the marine resources that since the war, the Sri Lankan President said 
belong to the Tamil-populated northern such measures will be done continuously 
region of Sri Lanka. Stating that his through talks with the defence department 
government will ensure that such to ensure the freedom of Tamils. Elections 
exploitation of marine resources does not for the provincial councils will also be north and east, who face several problems 
happen and will protect the rights of Sri conducted soon, he said.even 15 years after the end of the civil war, 
Lankan fishermen, he asked, “Should we Acknowledging the concerns Tamil people D i s s a n a y a k e  m a d e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
not?”To which the crowd responded with a have about his alliance, he said they will be assurances—for the first time—on two 
resounding yes.His speech comes in the cleared through the positive measures his important issues vis-à-vis land and 
backdrop of the arrest of 23 fishermen government will implement gradually.political prisoners.He said steps would be 
from Rameswaram and the detention of taken to gradually return land still occupied Dissanayake's speech stressed on his 
three Indian trawlers by the Sri Lankan by the Lankan government, especially the alliance’s broader theme of “nation 
Navy on Sunday for illegally fishing in military, to the rightful owners.He also said JAFFNA. Sri Lankan President Anura building” without creating divisions 
Lankan waters.This is the latest in a series political prisoners still lodged in prisons Kumara Dissanayake, who addressed his between the Sinhalese, Tamils and 
of arrests. In a letter to the Union will be released.The two announcements first public meeting in Jaffna since coming Mus l ims ,  a s  we l l  a s  e conomic  
government on October 23, urging its drew the loudest cheers from the mostly to office in September, on Sunday took a development and tackling corruption. He 
intervention in the release of the fishermen, Tamil crowd during the rally. However, the firm stance against Indian fishermen also said his government will focus on 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin had president did not speak about enforced “illegally” fishing in Sri Lankan waters. He building the rural economy and tourism in 
pointed out that 128 fishermen and 199 disappearances, for which thousands of also assured Tamils that their land occupied the north.Stating that drug abuse had 
boats were in Sri Lankan custody.While people are seeking justice in a democratic by the Sri Lankan government would be increased in northern Sri Lanka, 
expectations were high on what the new manner.Although many Tamil parties have returned to them.Dissanayake was in the Dissanayake blamed politicians for the 
president would promise to Tamils in the asked the NPP to clearly spell out its stance city a day before the campaign for the Sri prevalence and said he would control it.

soon,? one of the people said,? The Trump-Putin call.During the call, 
Washington Post said in an exclusive which Trump took from his resort in 
report. Florida, he advised the Russian 

president not to escalate the war in One former U.S official who was 
Ukraine and reminded him of familiar with the Putin call said that 
Washington's sizable military presence Trump likely does not want to enter 
in Europe, said a person familiar with office with a fresh crisis in Ukraine 
the call, who, like others interviewed prompted by Russian escalation, 
for this story, spoke on the condition of ?giving him the incentive to want to 
anonymity to discuss a sensitive keep the war from worsening,? the WASHINGTON. US President-elect 

matter,? The Washington Post Donald Trump spoke to Russian 
repor ted .Meanwhi le ,  Steven President Vladimir Putin over the 
Cheung, Trump communications phone and discussed ending the war 
director told PTI that they would not in Ukraine amongst many other 
comment on the private calls important topics, a media report said 
between President-elect Trump and Sunday.After winning the recent 
other world leaders.”President presidential elections, Trump has 
Trump won a historic election spoken to over 70 world leaders.
decisively and leaders from around Among the firsts were Prime Minister 
the world know America will return Narendra Modi of India and Prime 
to prominence on the world stage.Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of 

That is why leaders have begun the Israel."The two men discussed the 
process of developing stronger goal of peace on the European daily said.Trump is scheduled to be 

relationships with the 45th and 47th continent and Trump expressed an sworn in as the 47th President of the 
President because he represents global interest in follow-up conversations to United States on January 20, 2025.
peace and stability," Cheung said.discuss 'the resolution of Ukraine's war Ukraine has been informed about the 

Young Black, Latino men say they chose Trump because 
of  the economy and jobs. Here's how and why

age 45, according to AP VoteCast, a think that Trump with this bogus WASHINGTON. Brian Leija, a 31-year-old 
nationwide survey of more than 120,000 machismo has been effective amongst the small-business owner from Belton, Texas, 
voters.Even as Democrat Kamala Harris young men, Black, white, Hispanic," was not surprised that a growing number of 
won majorities of Black and Latino voters, Harkins said. "And I think unfortunately, Latino men of his generation voted for 
it wasn't enough to give the vice president even if it's a very small percentage, you Donald Trump for president this year. Leija 
the White House, because of the gains know, when you're talking about an had voted for the Republican in 2016 and 
Trump made.Economy and jobs made men election like we just had it can be very 2020.Leija's rationale was simple: He said 
under age 45 more open to TrumpVoters impactful."Black and Latino voters' he has benefited from Trump's economic 
overall cited the economy and jobs as the priorities changed from 2020policies, especially tax cuts."I am a blue-
most important issue the country faced. collar worker," Leija said. "So, tax breaks While about 4 in 10 young voters under 45 
That was true for Black and Hispanic voters for small businesses are ideal for what I across racial and ethnic groups identified 
as well.About 3 in 10 Black men under age do."For DaSean Gallishaw, a consultant in the economy as the top issue facing the 
45 went for Trump, roughly double the Fairfax, Virginia, a vote for Trump was country, older white and Latino voters 

president was going to be and reelected share he got in 2020. Young Latinos, rooted in what he saw as Democrats' were likely to also cite immigration, with 
Donald Trump," Proaño said. "(Latino) particularly young Latino men, also were rhetoric not matching their actions. "It's about one-quarter of each saying that was 
men certainly responded to the populist more open to Trump than in 2020. Roughly been a very long time since the Democrats the top issue.A clear majority of young 
message of the president and focused half of young Latino men voted for Harris, ever really kept their promises to what Black voters described the economy as "not 
primarily on economic issues, inflation, compared with about 6 in 10 who went for they're going to do for the minority so good" or "poor," compared with about 
wages and even support of immigration Biden.Juan Proaño, CEO of LULAC, the communities," he said.Gallishaw, 25, who half of older Black voters. Majorities of 
reform."The Rev. Derrick Harkins, a nation's largest and oldest civil rights is Black, also voted for Trump twice before. Latino voters, regardless of age, said the 
minister who has served Abyssinian Baptist organization for Hispanic Americans, said This year, he said, he thought the former economy is in bad shape.That belief made it 
Church in New York, has overseen outreach the election results make it clear that president's "minority community outreach more difficult for Harris to highlight the 
to Black American religious communities Trump's messaging on the economy really showed up."Trump gained a larger actual numbers in the economy, which 
for more than a decade. He said that resonated with Latinos."I think it's share of Black and Latino voters than he did show that  inf la t ion has  receded 
Trump's hypermasculine appeal worked to important to say that Latinos have a in 2020, when he lost to Democrat Joe dramatically, unemployment remains low 
win over some younger men of color.”I significant impact in deciding who the next Biden, and most notably among men under and wages have risen. 

Biden should resign to 
make Harris first 

woman US President, 
says former aide

World  A former aide of Kamala Harris set the cat 
among the pigeons after suggesting that Joe Biden 
should resign and make his deputy the first woman 
President of the United States till Donald Trump takes 
charge on January 20, 2025. Jamal Simmons, Harris's 
former communications director, argued that the 
move would turn the tables on Trump, who defied 
projections to win his second term as US 
President."Joe Biden has been a phenomenal 
president, he's lived up to so many of the promises that 
he's made. There is one promise left that he can fulfil: 
being a transitional figure," Simmons said at a show 

on CNN.Simmons, who was part of Harris's team 
from 2022 until 2023, said the move would absolve 
the Vice President from having to oversee the January 
6 transition of her own defeat.He (Biden) could resign 
the presidency in the next 30 days, make Kamala 
Harris the President of the United States. He could 
absolve her from having to oversee the transition of 
her own defeat," Simmons further said.Even though 
Trump has won the election, it will not be until January 
20, 2025, that he will take charge as the President. The 
US Constitution provides a four-month transition time 
between the election and the inauguration of the next 
president.Interestingly, Kamala Harris will have a 
bitter pill to swallow as she would have to certify 
Trump's victory in the election on January 6. It is a rare 
occasion in which a vice president, who ran as a 
presidential candidate, will have to preside over the 
confirmation of their rival's win.Simmons said the 
move would be a moment for the Democrats to change 
the perspective of how the party operates."And it 
would make sure, it would dominate the news, at a 
point where Democrats have to learn drama and 
transparency and do things the public wants to see," he 
further said.

US Supreme Court Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor has no 
plans to resign amid 
Trump’s victory

World  An Indian American Democratic Party 
fundraiser and Vice President Kamala Harris 
supporter has been subjected to racist and threatening 
mobile messages demanding his departure to India.

A text message received on Sunday from an 
unidentified number told Ajay Jain Bhutoria: "You 
claim that you are doing what's best for Americans, 
but you aren't doing anything for Americans and you 
don't care about America. You are Indian. You only 
care about Indians. You do what's best for India. Why 
are you here? Stop being a beggar in America and 
become a leader in India."

Currently serving as the Deputy National Finance Chair 
DNC and National Finance Committee member for 
the Harris-Walz campaign, Bhutoria also holds a 
position as Commissioner on the President's Advisory 
Commission on Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, 
and Pacific Islanders.His work has been significant in 
addressing various legal immigrant community 
concerns.Bhutoria told news agency PTI: “Trump 
supporters asking me to go back to India to fight for 
green card backlog."The text messages, some of 
which Bhutoria shared on social media platforms, 
included statements like "Stop being a beggar in 
America and to be a leader in India.”

After winning the recent 
presidential elections, 
Trump has spoken to over 
70 world leaders.

World After the US presidential election results, talks 
in the legal corridors of the United States have been 
about resignations of liberal judges but reports 
suggest that Justice Sonia Sotomayor is not scheduled 
to resign before her term due to poll verdict.President-
elect Donald Trump has warned regarding the rushed 
appointment of judges to the court before he is 
inaugurated on January 20. Justice Sotomayor, 70, is 
the third-most oldest judge of the Supreme Court and 
suffers from Type-1 diabetes.Democrats have been 
urging Justice Sotomayor to resign as Trump returns 
to the White House after defeating Vice President 
Kamala Harris and it’ll also give President Joe Biden 
an opportunity to appoint a younger replacement to 
the Supreme Court.“This is no time to lose her 
important voice on the court, she takes better care of 
herself than anyone I know,” a source told the Wall 
Street Journal. A CNN report stated “She’s in great 
health, and the court needs her now more than ever.”

Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders, in an interview with 
NBC News, acknowledged that he has heard “little 
bit” about Justice Sonia Sotomayor being asked to 
step aside but Sanders added that such demands for 
Sonia to resign are not “sensible”.Even if Sotomayor 
agrees to resign and the Biden administration plans to 
successfully confirm another judge as replacement 
before the January 20, 2025 inauguration is 
logistically impossible.

The average retirement age of judges in the judicial 
system in the United States is 75 while Sotomayor, 
who is 70 as of now, remains in good health and has 
five years in the account. Though judges in the US are 
appointed for life and have generally chafed at public 
pressure campaigns to step aside.Post inauguration, 
Trump may have further opportunities to reshape the 
Supreme Court. The two Conservative Justices 
Clarence Thomas and Samuel Alito are aged 76 and 
74 years old respectively.

Pakistan Railways suspends 
train services to and from 
Quetta station after 
explosion

At his first rally in Jaffna 
since becoming president, 
Dissanayake said political 
prisoners will be freed but 
refrained from discussing 
enforced disappearances, a 
key issue for many seeking 
justice.

World. Pakistan Railways has implemented a 
temporary suspension of train services to and from 
Quetta station, after an explosion that claimed 26 
lives and injured 62 people. The suspension will be in 
effect from November 11 to November 14 to ensure 
passenger safety, according to ARY News.

Railway authorities have confirmed that Quetta railway 
station will cease operations during this period.

Train services will resume gradually, with the Bolan 
Mail operating from Karachi to Quetta on November 
16, followed by its return journey to Karachi on 
November 18.The Jaffar Express service will 
commence from Peshawar to Quetta on November 
14, with its return journey scheduled for November 
15.Police officials confirmed that the explosion 
occurred during the Jaffar Express departure when 
the station was crowded with passengers.

Railway authorities indicated that two trains, the 
Chaman Passenger and Jaffar Express, were 
scheduled to depart from Quetta for Chaman and 
Peshawar respectively. Passengers for both services 
were present on the platform during the incident.

Prime minister Shehbaz Sharif has requested an 
investigation report into the incident, stating, 
"Terrorists will pay a heavy price for their heinous 
act."Interior minister Mohsin Naqvi stated that 
terrorists intend to create instability in Pakistan, 
adding, "The nation will foil their designs."

People's Party Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
expressed his condemnation of the attack, declaring 
that perpetrators targeting innocent citizens warrant 
no mercy. "We are backing all steps to get rid of the 
terrorists and their facilitators," he said.Prime 
minister Shehbaz Sharif has requested an 
investigation report into the incident, stating, 
"Terrorists will pay a heavy price for their heinous 
act."Interior minister Mohsin Naqvi stated that 
terrorists intend to create instability in Pakistan, 
adding, "The nation will foil their designs."People's 
Party Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
expressed his condemnation of the attack, 
declaring that perpetrators targeting innocent 
citizens warrant no mercy. "We are backing all 
steps to get rid of the terrorists and their 
facilitators," he said. in the reopening 
festivities.Post-reopening, Notre Dame 
anticipates 14 to 15 million annual visitors, an 
increase from 12 million in 2017.

Indian American Democratic 
fundraiser receives racist 
messages

Sri Lanka's President vows to stop Tamil Nadu fishermen, 
assures steps to return Tamil land taken by govt
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players in the civil aviation sector is a matter of THE prolonged ordeal of Jet Airways’ creditors, 
concern. Timely course correction is a must to employees and other stakeholders is set to end 
pull financially stressed airlines back from the as the Supreme Court has ordered the 
brink.liquidation of the grounded air carrier’s assets. 

The court has rightly highlighted the need for The court set aside the contentious decision of 
stricter adherence to the IBC, which was the National Company Law Appellate 
enacted in 2016 by the Union Government as an Tribunal (NCLAT), which had upheld the 
“effective deterrent against unscrupulous resolution plan and approved the transfer of 
borrowers”. The most important lesson from the airline’s ownership to the winning bidder, 
the Jet fiasco is that insolvency resolution Jalan Kalrock Consortium. The latter’s failure 
should be done in a time-bound manner so that to meet its financial obligations, which 
lenders don’t have to wait for years for loan included pumping Rs 350 crore into the 
recovery. The decisions of appellate bodies moribund airline and paying Rs 226 crore in 
such as the NCLAT should be marked by employee salaries, sounded the death knell for 
consistency as well as transparency. Defaulting Jet Airways. The revival plan never took off in 
bidders who try to pass the buck must be taken the absence of requisite funding.After 
to task. The long-term success of the GoFirst, Jet has become the second major 
government’s regional air connectivity scheme, airline in India to be liquidated under the 
UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik), hinges on having the third-largest domestic aviation market in the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC). This 

giving ailing airlines a new lease of life.world, after the US and China. The shrinking number of is disheartening news for the country that prides itself on 

The permanence 
of our loss

The fascinating world of agama, the reclusive lizard

similar case. Here again, the baby was born with no financial burden such negligence puts on the victims Given the increasing dependence of medical 
lower limbs and hips but several scans done during and the mental pain they undergo, consumer justice professionals on a variety of scans for diagnosing 
the pregnancy did not reveal this. The commission should be quick and compensation fully ailments and abnormalities, any negligence on part of 
held the doctors guilty of negligence for not commensurate with the suffering. Unfortunately, in a scanning centre or a radiologist could play havoc 
recommending a level 2 scan and the hospital that all these cases, the final orders have taken years, with the physical and mental well-being of the victim 
conducted the scans equally liable for routinely exacerbating the victims’ suffering. Award of steep and the family. A recent order of the apex consumer 
reporting the increase in the length of the femur in punitive damages by consumer courts and strict court in Shrivari Sono Scans vs Sureshan highlights 
every report, while the baby did not have legs at all. disciplinary action by the regulator are also necessary one such case where a resident of Kasargod in Kerala 
(Jayesh JR vs St Luke Hospital).Given the enormous to prevent such carelessness by diagnostic centres.had to undergo a series of unnecessary tests and 

suffer immense anxiety, thanks to an erroneous report 
given by a diagnostic centre.It all began with TM 
Sureshan consulting a doctor for a stomach ache, way 
back in 2019. The abdominal and pelvic scan showed 
such serious complications in the liver and gall 
bladder that the doctor advised treatment from a 

held the gynaecologist as well as the radiologist specialist. Two days later, Sureshan travelled 100 km 
guilty of negligence. Considering that the patient was to Mangalore and consulted doctors at the Kasturba 
37 years old and suffered from gestational diabetes, Medical College. Further tests carried out showed no 
the doctor should have asked for a target scan but abnormality. A repeat scan showed the first scan to be 
failed to do so. The radiologist, too, had an ethical false. The National Consumer Disputes Redressal 
and legal duty to take the history of the patient, commission here upheld the order of the lower 
ascertain the gestational age and perform the relevant commissions awarding compensation of Rs 25,000 
ultrasound scan, which he failed to do. Besides, limb and costs of Rs 3,000 to Sureshan.
anomalies such as presence or absence of arms, legs There have been instances where the consequences 
and feet should be checked in all standard obstetric have been extremely grave. In Udayan vs Imaging 
ultrasound examinations performed in the second Point, failure of the ultrasound scans to detect foetal 
trimester and documented by the radiologist. The anomalies denied the parents an option to terminate 
report of the scanning centre did not comment on the the pregnancy and prevent lifelong suffering for the 
limbs at all, the commission observed. It directed the child and themselves. The scanning centre argued 
doctor and the scanning centre to jointly and that diagnosing genetic anomalies required a level 2 
severally pay Rs 1.25 crore as compensation and Rs 1 scan or a target scan, which neither the gynaecologist 
lakh as cost (May 25, 2022, case filed in 2009).nor the patient asked for. All four scans were basic 

Last year, the Kerala State Commission awarded a scans that could not detect such abnormalities.
compensation of Rs 50 lakh, with 8 per cent interest After referring the issue to an expert panel from the All 
calculated from the date of complaint (2015) in a India Institute of Medical Sciences, the commission 

All over for Jet Airways

Much like how vaccines work, loss too operates, 
though just a bit differently. Once you have taken 
a vaccine, the next time your body senses the 
disease, it knows the drill. Just a bit similarly yet 
differently, once you have gone through loss, the 
next time you witness loss, your body recognises 
it, even though it does not ever learn to deal with 
it. Loss bruises you again, and you learn to sense 
loss, every time. The stalwart Dr Bibek Debroy 
died last week, and he had penned his obituary 
four days before he passed away, which was 
published in a national daily. The news of his 
passing made me feel a profound sense of what Dr 
Debroy terms ‘social loss’, but it was definitely 
reading his self-obituary that catapulted me into 
feeling loss at its very atomic form. While I did 
not know Dr Debroy personally, I do know loss 
personally, for it is a shared feeling, though it 
looks different to and for each of us — much like 
living, we all know what it is to live, though in our 
own ways.While reading Dr Debroy’s note, I was 
spurred into exploring my detachment with life, 
for two of Dr Debroy’s thoughts echoed 
consistently — whether on his possible passing 
away permanent loss will accrue (except one 
personal loss), and his concluding sentence on 
whether the mind will or can heal from the 
experience undergone.

On loss, Dr Debroy wrote, ‘not much social loss’, 
‘possible private loss’, finally concluding with 
‘no permanent loss’. And so I wonder, what is 
loss, beyond the dictionary? Is loss just the future 
loss of the social value we create, the networks we 
might have enriched in the future? Is loss 
quantified as the missing ideas that someone 
would have ideated had life not been cut short? Is 
loss seen as the empty seat at the dining table that 
speaks of the love that once flowed? Is the 
absence of grieving an indicator of the 
impermanence of loss? I borrow ink from CS 
Lewis and Madeleine L’Engle who called the 
death of a beloved ‘an amputation’. You indeed 
feel like you have lost a limb when you lose 
someone you love. The pain, searing at first, 
persistent yet fading as time passes, and as the 
months go by, the dull ache of loss, the bottomless 
pit in your being that talks of your loss, all the 
time. The loss is permanent but you learn to live 
with the loss. Does it mean the loss is lost? Maybe 
not. We are so adept at adapting, we learn. Yet, the 
loss is potently permanent. You cannot tell 
someone to stop missing their arm, or their leg, 
you cannot tell someone to stop missing someone 
they loved. Like the vaccine response, my muscle 
memory invokes my sense of personal loss on 
losing my father. As we step out of the festive 
season, for one going through the loss of a loved 
one, this time of the year is that intrusive thought 
that keeps scraping off the scab every time, and 
any hopes of living with a healed scar are lost. 
And so was it for us as a family, this year.

Navigating a melange of emotions, my mind was 
occupied with what Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, 
in her deeply felt memoir ‘Notes on Grief’, wrote, 
“I am writing about my father in the past tense, 
and I cannot believe I am writing about my father 
in the past tense”. This sentence remained with 
me ever since, for this parting sentence of the 
book carves an abyss so deep where even silence 
does not reach. I realised I will choke if I told 
myself the meaning of Chimamanda’s sentence, 
and so I just read it like it is, literally. Is this loss 
not permanent? I have learnt to live with the loss 
of my father whom I loved dearly, but is routine 
akin to forgetting? I affirm, no. If Chimamanda 
could not bear the thought of writing about her 
father in the past tense, was loss really 
impermanent?Dr Debroy concluded his note 
wondering whether the mind will or can heal from 
the experience undergone. This nudged me to 
think whether the very act of writing our own 
obituary can be termed as an inflexion point in the 
trajectory of our lives, for a self-obituary is not 
just a reflection on how we lived life, but a 
blueprint of how we intend to live life. Dr Debroy 
spoke with detachment of the vast body of work 
he leaves behind, but the intangible aspects of loss 
and detachment are what he leaves for us to think. 
What if we write our own obituaries at some point 
in our lives, will we be able to add meaning to the 
years lived, and the moments to be lived?Dr 
Debroy, in writing your obituary, you have etched 
the permanence of our loss.

Walking in the high mountains or lush tropical forests, 
often a splash of bright colour or a sudden movement 
catches the eye, and more often than not, it turns out 
to be an agama, quietly basking in its surrounding, 
still as a statue or scurrying across to safety at great 
speed, scared out of its reverie by an intruder. The 
diverse world of reptiles is often overshadowed by 
fear and misunderstanding, yet it holds creatures that 
are crucial to the delicate balance of our ecosystem. 
Among these are the agamas — a family of small to 
medium-sized lizards belonging to the family 
agamidae, widespread in Asia, Africa and Australia.

Known for their sturdy build, powerful legs and a 
range of vibrant colours, they are highly adaptable 
creatures, occupying a wide range of habitats from 
deserts and mountains to rainforests, and often close 
to human settlements as well. Despite being cold-
blooded or ectothermic like most reptiles, unable to 
regulate their body temperature internally and 
relying on external sources of heat, they can survive 
at an elevation up to 5,000m.

Agile hunters of inects and other small invertebrates 
like ants, termites and beetles, they play an 
important role in controlling their populations in the 
ecosystem. Some species that consume plants and 
fruits also play an important role in seed dispersal.

camouflage as well, blending seamlessly into their image in popular culture, with many people 
India is home to a fascinating variety of agamid 

surroundings.Despite their ecological value, agamas associating them with danger or disease. Agamas are 
species, each uniquely adapted to the country’s 

face a number of threats that jeopardise their no exception, often viewed with fear or disgust, and 
diverse climates and landscapes. Some well-known 

population and the larger ecosystems they support. people go to great lengths to remove them from 
species include the Himalayan Rock Agama 

Habitat loss is a major issue, as urbanisation, homes, gardens and public spaces.
(paralaudakia Himalayana), Peninsular Rock 

deforestation and agricultural expansion encroach In reality, agamas are shy, reclusive creatures that 
Agama (psammophilus dorsalis), Fan-throated 

upon the natural habitats where they thriveMany avoid human contact, making them unlikely to harm 
Lizard (Sitana ponticeriana) and the commonly seen 

species such as the Peninsular Rock Agama rely on anyone. The simple act of allowing agamas to 
Oriental Garden Lizard (calotes versicolor), each 

specific rocky or arid environments that are coexist peacefully actually offers effective pest 
with their own unique appearance and ecological 

increasingly being destroyed or fragmented by control in our surroundings without the need for 
role.Agamas possess a fascinating array of physical 

human activities. As natural habitats shrink, agamas harmful pesticides or insecticides.
and behavioural adaptations that make them unique. 

are forced into smaller, fragmented areas, which can Promoting a greater appreciation for agamas and 
One of the most captivating aspects of these lizards 

lead to decreased genetic diversity and increased reptiles, in general, is essential, not only for their 
is their ability to change colour, especially in 

vulnerability to environmental changes. preservation, but also for the overall health of 
response to different environmental and social 

Climate change further exacerbates these threats by ecosystem. Educational initiatives that raise 
stimuli.The Oriental Garden Lizard, for example, 

disrupting the delicate environmental cues that awareness about their harmlessness to humans and 
displays a striking red colouration during the 

guide agamas’ breeding, feeding and hibernation importance in the ecosystem can go a long way in 
breeding season, with dominant males often 

patterns. Rising temperatures, altered rainfall dispelling misconceptions. Simple actions — such 
showing off this brilliant hue to attract mates or warn 

patterns and the increasingly erratic availability of as letting agamas coexist in gardens and parks within 
rivals while the Fan-throated Lizard does the same 

food can place tremendous stress on these small cities — can allow them to continue their ecological 
with a thin flap of skin called a gular appendage 

lizards, leaving them vulnerable to population functions while enthralling us with their vibrant 
between its throat and abdomen. This colour-

decline.Another significant threat is human hostility social behaviours. Agamas remind us of the intricate 
changing ability is not only visually remarkable but 

rooted in misunderstanding. Lizards, in general, and delicate web of life that sustains our planet, and 
also serves as a form of communication within the 

have long suffered from an undeserved negative it is up to us to protect and cherish every thread.
species. At the same time, they are masters of 

Lizards have long suffered from an undeserved negative image in popular culture

Australia for ban on social media access

Editorial

Given the increasing dependence of  medical professionals on a variety of  scans for diagnosing ailments and abnormalities, any negligence on part of  
a scanning centre or a radiologist could play havoc with the physical and mental well-being of  the victim...

Consumer Rights: Diagnostic centres liable for negligence

Simple lessons learnt well
Bagh, Attarsuiya — were declared out of bounds, so I am writing this column days after the momentous US 
that we spent years in Allahabad without ever going presidential election results. Enough has been written 
there. Once, during the 1966 Kumbh Mela, my two about them for us to be able to see the deep fault lines 
older sisters and I were allowed to go all alone to between the ‘woke’, left-leaning academic elite and 
spend a night at the camp of the mela officer (an the rest of middle-class America. I am, perhaps, not 
uncle). Moving unescorted among the crowds late in the only Indian who sees a similar divide here 
the night, bathing in the Ganga the next morning and between our two main political groupings.
changing into dry clothes in full public view was the So, let me make this more personal. Our family moved 
closest we ever came to skinny-dipping and flashing, to Allahabad in 1963 from Nainital, and it seemed to 
I think. How we savoured every moment of freedom us hillbillies like no other town we knew. Perhaps, 
because it was so hard to wrest from parents who this was because we saw and savoured many new 
guarded their daughters like gold!Perhaps, the sights and sounds in a ‘big city’ for the first time. 
greatest lesson we all received was to deal creatively Vegetables such as tinda (which I first thought were 
with boredom. One of these was writing letters to raw tomatoes), parval and kundru were discoveries to 
each other. My friend Harini and I wrote to each other us simple pahari folk nourished on greens, radish and 
every week after her parents were transferred to many varieties of gobhi till then. This was also the 
another town. Often, we had to use three envelopes time when I became aware that as a young girl, there 
because there were too many sheets to stuff into one were certain places that were never to be visited 
or two. We had also devised a code so that no one because these were ‘unsafe’. Large swathes of the city 
could decipher our secrets. areas with evocative names — Muthiganj, Alopi 
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NEW DELHI. In the last column on the aggressive awareness program on the maximum of 30 years without any 
eve of the festival of lights, we initiated part of insurance companies.This change in premium. What also makes 
a discussion on how vital Term brings me to a very crucial insurance some of these product offerings 
Insurance Cover is for anyone with product, namely CRITICAL ILLNESS distinctive is that it gives full claim 
even a single financial dependant. It is Insurance Cover. Most people tend to payout on the first diagnosis of any of 
worth noting that at the turn of the overlook it believing that since they these covered Critical Illnesses, even 
decade viz. prior to the start of the have Mediclaim they are adequately without Hospital Bills. This payout 
financial year FY 20-21, barely 10% of covered. But the fact is, firstly there has amount is crucial ast can also safeguard 
those with the means were interested in to be hospitalization for Mediclaim to one’s family against the loss of income 
buying health insurance to cover new kick in, and further, there are often caps arising out of the illness, which could 
age diseases. and sub-limits that will easily be put one out of action for a prolonged 

exceeded in the event of a Critical period of time.Critical Illness policies But since the advent of the fear instilled 
Illness. Furthermore, escalation in come bundled with an equivalent Term by the pandemic, 71% now consider 
Premium payable in case of Mediclaim Plan and that usually adds an enhanced health insurance a necessity. Notably, 
is a given, especially post a year like the financial ring around the family of the and almost overnight, 57% of those 
last one where huge payouts have been one with a Critical Illness in the event surveyed, claimed to have understood 
made.In contrast to this, there are of non-survival. That the payment of the importance of comprehensive 
Critical Illness insurance policies that Premium paid under such a policy can health insurance plans. That this has not 
offer the optional benefit of covering be demarcated and qualifies for translated into an immediate increase in 
several (approximately 30 usually) deductions under both, Section 80C as such coverage is both a reflection of 
Critical Illnesses such as cancer, heart well as Section 80D of the Income Tax respondent inertia till it is too late and 
attack and kidney failure for a Act, offers an additional benefit.perhaps the lack of an even more 

Singles' Day shopping festival loses its 
shine under China's lagging economy

New Delhi.   which are meant to safeguard against The rupee hit a record low 
global uncertainties.against the US dollar on Monday, as 

concerns surrounding the recent victory FOREIGN INVESTORS PULL MONEY 
of Donald Trump in the US elections put FROM INDIAN STOCKS
Asian currencies under pressure. Foreign investors have been offloading 
Continuous outflows from Indian stocks Indian stocks at a notable pace, adding 
further weakened the rupee, sparking a further pressure on the rupee. November 
wave of caution among traders and alone has seen net outflows of 
investors alike.The rupee dropped to a approximately $2.5 billion from Indian 
new low of 84.3875 in early trading, equities, following a significant outflow 
surpassing its previous record set last of $11 billion in October. This capital 
Friday. It was trading at 84.37 by 9:40 flight has weakened the local currency 
a.m. Despite these pressures, traders and contributed to the underperformance 
noted that the Reserve Bank of India of Indian markets.Major stock indices, 
(RBI) intervened to prevent further the BSE Sensex and the Nifty 50, were 
losses. down slightly on Monday, marking a fifth 

ASIAN CURRENCIES HIT BY week of decline in the last six 
STRONGER DOLLAR weeks.Market experts say the rupee could 

market. stepped in over the past week, preventing 
remain weak until there is a shift in the Across Asia, most currencies saw declines 

the rupee from facing sharper declines.R B I  I N T E RV E N T I O N  H E L P S  dollar index or a reduction in foreign between 0.1% and 0.4% on Monday. The 
STABILISE THE RUPEE These interventions, however, have come at institutional investor (FII) outflows.US dollar index, which measures the 

a cost. India’s foreign exchange reserves The RBI has been actively intervening to dollar’s value against a basket of major Amit Pabari, Managing Director at CR 
dropped for the fifth consecutive week, curb the rupee’s slide, according to currencies, remained near its four-month Forex, told Reuters, “The rupee is likely 
hitting a two-month low of $682.13 traders. State-run banks were reportedly high at 105, following Trump’s win. This to remain under pressure unless there is a 
billion as of 1 November. While this selling dollars on Monday, possibly on strength in the dollar has contributed to softening in the dollar index or a 
action helps in the short term, it puts behalf of the RBI, to reduce the impact on the rupee’s recent struggles, pushing the slowdown in FII outflows.”
pressure on the country’s reserve levels, the rupee. The central bank has regularly currency into a difficult position in the 

Rupee plunges to all-time low of 
84.38 against US dollar

Bitcoin rallies past $81,000. What's driving the surge
fundamentals and signals from the ETFs provide a regulated way for both that nearly 30-40% of Americans New Delhi. Bitcoin soared to a new 
recent US election that suggest pro- individual and institutional investors to already hold crypto, and a supportive record high, crossing the $81,000 mark 
crypto policies may be on the horizon. gain exposure to Bitcoin without stance from the government could lead on Monday. This rally is fuelled by the 
This shows Bitcoin’s strength as a hedge needing to directly buy or manage the to a significant boost in demand. “With potential of a favourable regulatory 
against regular market ups and downs," this, the general mood among environment following Donald Trump’s 
he said.Gupta also highlighted how investors has improved greatly,” recent election victory in the US. With 
growing interest from large institutions he added.The current investor this sharp rise, Bitcoin was trading at 
and the introduction of Bitcoin ETFs sentiment around Bitcoin remains $81,119.61 as of 11 AM, giving it a 
(exchange-traded funds) have played a high, with the BTC fear-greed market cap of $1.6 trillion.
key role in Bitcoin’s rise.“With index, which tracks market Trump’s pro-crypto stance during his 
favourable regulatory support, we sentiment,  now indicating campaign has been a major driver of this 
could see even more adoption from “Extreme Greed.” This positive surge. He promised to make the US the 
institutions, which may mark the end of sentiment has also resulted in an “crypto capital of the planet” and 
the ‘crypto winter’ and strengthen the increase in long positions in proposed policies such as building a 
digital asset market further,” he added. Bitcoin futures, with an estimated national Bitcoin reserve and appointing 

$2.8 billion in contracts betting on Gupta explained that the $100,000 mark regulators to support the industry. These 
Bitcoin reaching $90,000.is now the next big target for Bitcoin, promises have sparked optimism among 

cryptocurrency.Edul Patel, CEO of which could be reached with continued According to Patel, Bitcoin’s support investors, with expectations that his 
Mudrex, believes Bitcoin’s all-time institutional backing, expanding ETF level is at $75,600, while it faces administration could introduce crypto-
h i g h  i s  a  r e s u l t  o f  s e v e r a l  markets, and supportive regulations. resistance around $82,500. If the rally friendly regulations.
factors."Firstly, the approval of Bitcoin continues,  i t  may drive other "Bitcoin’s unique qualities like its BITCOIN HITS NEW RECORD HIGH
spot ETFs by the US SEC has been a cryptocurrencies upwards as well, with scarc i ty,  decentra l isa t ion,  and Many in the market believe Trump’s plans 
game-changer, making it simpler for Ethereum already showing gains, rising increasing acceptance make it an for Bitcoin and other digital assets have 
institutions to enter the market. to $3,200 on Monday due to the positive appealing choice in a diversified set the stage for the recent surge. His win 
Secondly, rate cuts in major regions, sentiment surrounding Bitcoin’s latest portfolio," he noted.has increased hopes for a friendly 
including the US, EU, and China, have peak.Bitcoin’s recent surge has also WHAT'S DRIVING THE RALLY?environment for digital assets, which 
led to higher cash flow, with more positively impacted other digital assets, many investors see as a shield against One of the significant factors behind 
people willing to invest in alternatives particularly Ethereum, which hit inflation and traditional market swings. Bitcoin’s rising value is the growing 
like cryptocurrencies,” he explained. $3,200. Often, Bitcoin’s movements interest from institutional investors. The Sumit Gupta, co-founder of CoinDCX, 

Patel also said that Trump’s pro-Bitcoin influence the broader cryptocurrency approval of Bitcoin ETFs in the US sees Bitcoin’s $81,000 milestone and 
stance has led more institutions to market, and Ethereum’s price increase earlier this year has made it easier for $1.5 trillion market cap as a sign of 
purchase Bitcoin in anticipation of shows the impact of Bitcoin’s record-these institutions to invest in Bitcoin renewed optimism."Bitcoin’s record-
friendlier regulations. He pointed out breaking climblegally, which has increased demand. breaking surge is backed by strong 

NEW DELHI. Bajaj Finserv AMC, a one-year-old 
mutual fund company, is trying to grow in what 
looks like an already crowded place – there are 
already 44 mutual funds in India with top 10 
mutual funds in asset size accounting for 77% of 
the industry assets. CEO Ganesh Mohan in an 
interaction with TNIE explains the AMC’s 
strategies to grow assets under management 
(AuM).

What are the strategies to grow assets in the 
crowded AMC business?

The advantage we had was that we were setting the 
fund house from scratch, and our investment team 
started with a new investment philosophy. We put 
together all the three possible sources of alpha. 
And they are the information edge, which is better 
quality information than the crowd; a quantitative 
edge, which is better tools, models, analytical 
tools to assess the data; and behavioural edge, 
which is, how do you make the right decisions 
based on the same information and tools.

Can you explain the behavioural edge that you 
claim you have?

Everybody has access to the same information, so 
it’s a very thin edge. Even the quantitative edge, 
while today there is some room to differentiate, 
my own assessment is, in three to five years, this is 
going to become a pretty standard, the way 
technology is developing. AI, ML-way of new 
modelling will get commoditised very soon. Then 
the third edge becomes important to really 
generate alpha, which is your behavioural edge.

Explain the uniqueness of your existing funds?
Every single active equity fund that we launch, we 

will look to bring something that is differentiated 
from the underlying benchmark. And there are 
two big weaknesses that a benchmark has -- One, 
benchmarks cannot look into the future. 
Companies come into the index after they have 
performed, and companies that are in the index 
but are underperforming continue to stay in the 
index till they exit. If you can have a strategy 
which looks at what are the future growth 
prospects of individual companies, and have a 
systematic way of doing that, then you can 
outperform the index.So, that was what our first 
fund – a flexicap fund -- was based on. The second 
fund – a large and mid-cap fund -- that we 
launched was on moat-based investing. 
Companies that have a strong defensive moat can 
protect their earnings very well and for a longer 
period of time, that justifies a higher valuation 
with higher multiples.

The third fund – a large-cap fund -- is one of the 
toughest ones to generate alpha, because you have 
only 100 companies. if you keep out, maybe 10-
15 stocks for different reasons -- governance 
concerns, etc -- you’re left with maybe 80-85 
companies.

Large caps are better than 
fairly valued: Bajaj 
Finserv AMC CEO

items,” said Shaun Rein, founder and HONG KONG. Merchants and 
managing director of China Market consumers alike found the Singles' 
Research Group in Shanghai. “Since Day shopping festival Monday less 
October 2022, the weak economy shiny than in years past as e-
means that everything has been on commerce firms look abroad for 
discount year-round, 11.11 is not growth.The annual event named by 
going to bring in more discounts that the numeric form of its Nov. 11 date 
the month before.”Rein said he was started by e-commerce platform 
expects low growth for the Singles’ Alibaba, which offered attractive 
Day shopping festival as consumers discounts to entice shoppers to spend 
tighten their spending in anticipation big. The extravaganza has since 

usual.“They’re all tricks and we’ve of  diff icul t  economic t imes expanded to other platforms like 
seen through it over the years,” she said. ahead.Categories such as sportswear JD.com and Pinduoduo in China as 

Zhang Jiewei, a 34-year-old who runs a and fitness, however, have been doing well as abroad.While Singles’ Day was 
barber shop in Xi’an city, echoed well as customers “trade down a Gucci previously a one-day event, shopping 
Wang’s sentiments, saying that he no bag for Lululemon sportswear,” he platforms in China now kickstart the 
longer trust Singles’ Day promotions as said.Platforms like JD.com and festival weeks ahead to drum up sales 
some merchant tend to raise the usual Alibaba, which operates e-commerce volume. The festival has also 
price of a product before offering a p la t forms Taobao and Tmal l ,  traditionally been regarded as a 
discount, giving consumers the illusion previously used to publish the value of barometer of consumer sentiment.But 
they are getting a deal.“I used to buy a transactions made during the festival, amid China’s lagging domestic 
lot two or three years ago and I even but have since stopped revealing the economy, dragged down by a real 
purchased a mobile phone (during total figure. While yearly growth used estate crisis and deflationary pressures, 
Singles’ Day),” he said.“I stopped to be in the double digits, estimates of consumers no longer go all out on 
doing that following the pandemic recent figures have dwindled to low purchases during the shopping 
because of less income. I am not going single-digit growth.Syntun, a data extravaganza.“I only spent a few 
to buy anything this year,” Zhang provider, estimated that last year’s hundred yuan on daily necessities,” 
added.Some experts say that Beijing’s gross merchandising volume sales said Wang Haihua, who owns a fitness 
recent stimulus measures have had little across major e-commerce platforms center in Beijing.Wang said that the 
impact to boost consumer confidence. grew just 2% to 1.14 trillion yuan prices offered on e-commerce 

($156.40 billion), a far cry from double-platforms during Singles’ Day are not “People are not interested in spending 
digit growth before COVID-19.n e c e s s a r i l y  c h e a p e r  t h a n  and are cutting back on big-ticket 

How not to miss chances to 
create wealth

New Delhi. In the world of investments, your biggest 
enemy is the inflation. As you work hard to earn a 
meaningful living, you constantly strive for more 
because the prices of things keep rising. The official 
consumer price inflation data may say one thing, but 
inflation is the daily price for consumption. You know 
things to do to ensure that you are not letting that 
demon eat into your wealth.

You must ensure that equity and equity-linked assets 
are always in your portfolios. A primary reason is 
equity assets outperform all other asset classes 
convincingly to give you the highest return. If you 
invested R50,000 yearly since 1994, you put around 
R14.40 lakh. That money is worth R58.8 lakh today if 
you had invested in a fixed deposit and R70.2 lakh if 
you had invested in a public provident fund. If you 
had put the same money in gold, it would have been 
worth R1.2 crore. You would feel pleased about that. 
However, an investment in the Nifty 50 index would 
have propelled your R14.4 lakh into R2.8 crore.

At an average 6.3% inflation rate in those 30 years, you 
must adjust your savings by R47 lakh for inflation. 
With fixed deposits and PPFs, you are barely adding 
to your wealth. While gold has given you a decent 
return, it is probably not enough to pay for retired life. 
The data underscores the need to add that equity 
muscle to your portfolio.

However, financial markets are about future returns. 
Very few experts anywhere in the world argue against 
India’s steady economic growth and consistent profit 
growth of Indian companies. Stock market returns 
typically follow the trend in profit growth.

In 1994, your awareness of equities was minimal, and 
your participation in equity markets was barely 
anything. Today, there is a surge in the demat 
accounts, trading accounts, and investor accounts for 
stock market trading. The National Stock Exchange 
recently celebrated ten crore investor accounts. That 
number will likely continue as it is a fraction of the 
potential.

Index investing
There is always a burden of lack of knowledge when 

investing in equities. You suffer from an inertia for 
learning anything new after your formal education. 
Those who enter the equity markets are quickly 
attracted to high-intensity stock market trading 
activity like day trading or options trading. The idea is 
primarily to make a quick buck. You need not follow 
the same path.

BENGALURU. Senior employees of TCS saw 
significant reductions in their quarterly 
variable pay for the Sept quarter, receiving 
20-50% of the payout even though they 
fulfilled the mandatory office attendance 
criteria.“HR has told us that they are not 
aware of why this has happened. For some 
other accounts, the message has gone through 
a project allocation index where any unit’s 
performance during the quarter is considered 
for variable pay,” an employee told TOI.In 
response to TOI’s query, TCS said, “For 
Q2FY25, we have paid out 100% QVA 
(quarterly variable allowance) to junior 
grades across the company. For all other 
grades, the QVA depends on their unit’s 
business performance. This is in line with our 
standard practice across quarters.” Earlier this 
year, TCS implemented a policy linking 
variable pay to office attendance. TOI first 
reported this development.

The Criticality of  critical Illness Insurance

How Zomato’s ‘Food Rescue’ 
will work, what’s in it for 
delivery workers, 
restaurants
NEW DELHI. Zomato has launched a new feature – 

called Food Rescue – that will allow customers to 
buy a cancelled order at a discounted rate, a fix the 
company says could work towards reducing food 
wastage. 

Every month, around 4 lakh food orders on their way to 
the customers are cancelled on Zomato, as per the 
company. With the new feature, which is currently 
being scaled up, such cancelled orders will show up 
on the Zomato app of nearby users, who can purchase 
them at a lower value, in its original packaging, the 
company’s CEO Deepinder Goyal said in a post on X 
on Sunday.While the company said it will not keep 
any proceeds from the sale except the required 
government taxes, the feature could boost the app’s 
usage and user retention, as people are likely to be 
scouring through the app, waiting for a cancelled 
order to pop up.The company said its delivery 
workers will be compensated fully for the entire trip, 
from the initial pickup to the final drop-off at the new 
customer’s location.How does the ‘Food Rescue’ 
feature work on Zomato?

Once the initial purchaser of a particular food item 
cancels the order, it will show up on the app of users 
within a three kilometre radius of the delivery worker 
carrying the order. The option to claim the order will 
only be available for a few minutes, which Zomato 
says is essential to ensure the freshness of the food.To 
prevent any abuse of the system, the original 
customer and those in their immediate vicinity will 
not receive the option to claim the order. Customers 
who prefer vegetarian food will not see non-veg 
orders.

Senior TCS employees 
receive lower variable pay

New Delhi, Tuesday, 12 November 2024 THE SIKH TIMES
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�Border-Gavaskar Trophy: India 
head coach Gautam Gambhir 
has confirmed that Jasprit 
Bumrah will lead India if  Rohit 
Sharma misses the first Test 
against Australia in Perth.

NEWS BOX

New Delhi. and values, which were instrumental in Newly appointed Manchester 
his success at Sporting. "I won't become a United manager Ruben Amorim arrives at 
different person," Amorim stated. "I Old  Trafford fully aware of the challenges 
know I'll be fine. Whether it's three that lie ahead as he takes on one of the most 
months or 10 years, I'll remain true to demanding roles in world football. The 39-
myself. I want to win, but I won't lose my year-old Portuguese manager departed 
essence."Amorim acknowledged the Sporting Lisbon with a stirring 4-2 victory 
difficulty of replicating his successes at over Braga, rallying from a two-goal deficit 
Sporting, where he guided the club to two in a fitting final act before his move to 
Primeira Liga titles and helped develop a England.Amorim, considered one of 
style that relied heavily on a cohesive, Europe's most promising young managers, 
attacking approach. With United's is set to officially assume his new position 

focus fully on my new job."Following the 
struggles in scoring, questions have arisen once his work permit is processed - a 

departure of Erik ten Hag, Amorim steps 
about potential January transfer targets, requirement now standard for European 

into a team looking to turn around a season 
including Sporting's own Viktor Gy¶keres. Union citizens working in the UK. Despite 

fraught with inconsistency. United currently 
However, Amorim has yet to identify the bureaucratic delay, Amorim will be able 

sit in 13th place with 15 points from 11 
specific needs, stressing that he'll first to visit Manchester United's training 

games - a stark reflection of their struggles, 
evaluate his new squad and the demands of facility, Carrington, to meet staff and begin 

particularly in front of goal, where they have 
Premier League competition.familiarizing himself with his new club.

scored only 12 times in the league. Interim 
"We can't go somewhere and try to replicate Amorim addressed his departure from manager Ruud van Nistelrooy has managed 

what happened here," he explained, hinting Sporting with a mix of excitement and an unbeaten run of four games, leaving 
at a fresh, adaptive approach to the unique respect for the gravity of his new role. "I feel Amorim with a stable, if still unproven, 
challenges at United.Amorim's first ready for the new challenge," he shared in platform to build upon.As Amorim 
competitive match as United's head coach is his post-match comments. "I'm not naive; I contemplates the work ahead, he remains 
slated for November 24 against Ipswich know it's going to be very different, very committed to retaining his authentic style 
Town. difficult. But I'm at peace now, and I can 

New Delhi.  think as if I'm feeling the heat, because my India head coach Gautam 
Gambhir denied being under pressure after a job is to be absolutely honest. And there are 
tumultuous start to his coaching tenure. some incredibly tough people in that 
Notably, ever since Gambhir came at the dressing room who have achieved some 
helm India have suffered their first loss great things for the country and will 
against Sri Lanka in a bilateral ODI series continue to achieve some great things for the 
since 1997 and their first ever 0-3 whitewash country. So it's an absolute honour to be 
at home.

Hence, the head coach is under the 
s c a n n e r  f o r  I n d i a ’s  p o o r  
performances and has been 
subjected to widespread criticism on 

(WTC) without depending on other results. social media. Recently, Gambhir 
India have emerged victorious in Australia was asked about the social media 
in their previous two series and hence will trolling in the press conference 
carry the confidence heading into upcoming before leaving for Australia for the 
series as well.However, the form of senior five-match Test series. The India 
players Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli and KL head coach shrugged off the 
Rahul don’t give any promising signs for the criticism and acknowledged the 
Asian Giants. Their problems have been challenges of his job. He also said 
further exacerbated by the absence of their that he isn’t feeling any heat and is 

coaching them and coaching India,” said star speedster Mohammed Shami who will honoured to be coaching India.What 
Gambhir in the press conference. miss the series due to an injury. Hence, difference does it make tell me? Social 

Gambhir under huge pressure for Australia India’s chances to win their third media what difference does it make in my 
series consecutive series in Australia look grim and life? And for that matter, anyone’s life. And 

coach Gambhir and captain Rohit Sharma The true test of Gambhir will be in Australia when I took up this job, I always think it's 
have a huge task at their hand to turn things where India need to win the series by 4-1 to going to be a highly difficult job and highly 
around.qualify for the World Test Championship prestigious job as well. And honestly, I don't 

What difference does social media make: 
Gambhir 'not feeling the heat' after NZ loss

New Delhi.  Former India batter Sanjay 
Manjrekar lashed out at Gautam Gambhir, 
saying he 'does not have the right demeanour' 
to speak to the media after the head coach 
addressed a press conference in Mumbai 
before his departure to Australia for the 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy. In a strongly-
worded social media post, Manjrekar urged 
the Indian cricket board to keep Gambhir 
away from interacting with the press.Sanjay 
Manjrekar's explosive comments come 
hours after Gautam Gambhir put on a brave 
face and handled questions from the press 
regarding the upcoming five-Test series and 
India's humbling 0-3 defeat to New Zealand 
in a home Test series.Just watched Gambhir 
in the press conference. May be wise for the 
BCCI to keep him away from such duties, let 
him work behind the scenes. He does not 
have the right demeanour nor the words 
when interacting with them. Rohit & 
Agarkar, much better guys to front up for the 

media," Manjrekar said in his post on X.
Gambhir answered some tough questions with 

his usual blend of confidence and bluntness.
Gambhir made it clear that social media chatter 

about his performance are only as impactful 
as a wet noodle. Gambhir lashed out at Ricky 
Ponting over his criticism of Virat Kohli 
while backing the star batter and captain 
Rohit Sharma to regain peak form in 
Australia.He also defended the decision to 
pick Nitish Reddy over Shardul Thakur, and 
confirmed that if regular captain Rohit 
Sharma is unavailable for personal reasons, 
vice-captain Jasprit Bumrah will lead India 
in the opening Test against Australia in Perth. 
While Rohit's availability remains uncertain, 
Gambhir expressed confidence in the 
leadership structure, stating that Bumrah 
would step up if needed.With Rohit’s 
possible absence, KL Rahul is expected to 
open, given his experience over Abhimanyu 
Easwaran, despite Easwaran's current form. 
Gambhir praised Rahul’s versatility, 
highlighting his ability to adapt across 
various batting positions, making him a 
dependable option.Gambhir said the 
decision to not play Harshit Rana in India A’s 
tour of Australia was also a deliberate choice 
to manage his workload.

New Delhi. 

the moment, there is no confirmation but 
we will let you know exactly what the 
situation will be. Hopefully he's going to 
be available, but everything we're going 
to get to know at the start of the series," 
Gambhir said at a press-conference 
before the team's departure to 
Australia.India's squad is departing for 
Australia in two separate batches, with 
the first group having left on November 
10 and the second set to depart today. 
Gambhir has acknowledged the 
importance of contingency planning in 
case Rohit is unavailable, mentioning 

India head coach Gautam that both Abhimanyu Easwaran and KL 
Gambhir has confirmed that pace spearhead Rahul are in the squad and ready to step 
Jasprit Bumrah will lead the national men's up as opening options.
cricket team if regular skipper Rohit "Obviously there is [Abhimanyu] 
Sharma is unavailable for the first Test of Easwaran and there is [KL [Rahul] there. 
the highly anticipated Border-Gavaskar So we will take a call closer to the first 
Trophy series against Australia. The Test match if Rohit is not available," 
opening match is scheduled to begin on Gambhir said. "There are options there, available, he is going to lead in Perth," Sharma, while not currently with the squad, 
November 22 in Perth. it's not that there are no options there. There Gambhir stated during a pre-departure has not been officially ruled out of the 

"Bumrah is vice-captain; if Rohit is not are quite a few options in the squad.press conference in Mumbai. Rohit series opener, according to Gambhir. "At 

New Delhi  

"You need an all-rounder there (at number 8) is 
what I feel. You need someone who can bat 
and bowl. Whether that is a spinner or a fast 
bowler, other than Hardik Pandya I mean. It t 
is what can fill that gap. Right now they don't 
have any, but they have Ramadeep on the 
wings, which is why I am saying - bring him 
on to play," Uthappa said.Ramandeep had 
been on the selectors' radar for his consistent 
performances in both the IPL and domestic 
cricket, particularly as part of the Kolkata 
Knight Riders’ (KKR) 2024 title-winning 
team. Known for his explosive lower-order 
batting and his utility with the ball, the 29-
year-old delivered in pressure moments for 

Former India cricketer Robin KKR, and his impactful performances also 
Uthappa believes India should test extended to India A's successful Emerging 
Ramandeep Singh at number 8 to address the Asia Cup campaign. These achievements 
team’s lower-order batting struggles, an area have highlighted him as a promising all-
that contributed to India’s defeat in the rounder and led to his first senior team call-his debut in the third T20I on November 13, a innings, and India's lower-order depth was 
second T20I against South Africa in up.It remains to be seen if India’s team timely opportunity for the young all-rounder noticeably lacking, ending their 11-game 
Gqeberha. Though India’s batting has management, led by captain Suryakumar who received his maiden India call-up for winning streak. As Uthappa noted, an all-
remained largely reliable throughout their Yadav, will bring Ramandeep into the this series.After being sent in to bat first, rounder who can finish strong with the bat 
recent winning streak, Uthappa pointed out playing XI for the upcoming match. If given India managed to post only 124 for six, with while providing a bowling option could have 
that depth down the order could be vital for the chance, Ramandeep could add versatility key players like Sanju Samson and Abhishek helped stabilize India's performance under 
India, particularly after their lineup faltered to India’s lower order, balancing the batting Sharma failing to make significant challenging conditions. Ramandeep Singh, 
on Sunday. Speaking to Jio Cinema, Uthappa lineup while enhancing the bowling attack’s contributions. The typically dependable with his skills as a finisher and a bowler, 
suggested that India give Ramandeep Singh flexibility.middle order was unable to stabilize the might just be the answer.

Jasprit Bumrah will lead India if Rohit Sharma 
is unavailable: Coach Gautam Gambhir

Bring Ramandeep Singh on at number 8: 
Robin Uthhappa after India's Gqeberha loss

Incoming manager Ruben Amorim ready for 
difficult challenge at Manchester United

New Delhi.  Star India cricketer Virat Kohli 
arrived in Perth ahead of the 1st Test vs 
Australia as part of the Border Gavaskar 
Trophy series. The 36-year-old was the first 
one among the jumbo India squad to land in 
Australia. He quickly whisked away after 
landing at the Perth airport and will soon be in 
his practice mode for the all-important series. 
The Indian team is leaving in two batches for 
the Border Gavaskar series. As per reports, the 
Indian team will begin their training at the 
WACA ground from Tuesday ahead of the 
Perth Test. However, the venue is on 
lockdown in a bid to keep the Indian camp 
strictly behind closed doors.The first set of 
batch included players like Shubman Gill, 
Akash deep, Washington Sundar, Yashasvi 
Jaiswal and Mohammad Siraj, who are en 
route to Australia alongside the coaching 
staff. Meanwhile, Team India head coach 
Gautam Gambhir addressed a pre-departure 
press-conference in Mumbai on November 
11. The next batch is set to fly out today, 
Monday. However, India Today learnt that the 
Indian captain, Rohit Sharma, did not travel 
with the team and might stay back in India due 
to the birth of his 2nd child. Uncertainty 
remains over Rohit's participation in 1st Test 
and Jasprit Bumrah will lead the side in his 

absence, as informed by Gambhir.
Kohli arrives in Australia
Kohli was spotted at the Chhatrapati Shivaji 

International Airport in Mumbai late at night 
on Sunday. Kohli was accompanied by his 
wife, Bollywood actress Anushka Sharma, 
and their children, Vamika and Akaay Kohli. 
As they stepped out of their car, Kohli 
requested the paparazzi not to take pictures of 
Anushka and the kids, emphasising their 
preference for privacy. However, Kohli 
himself obliged and posed for photos with the 
med ia  be fo re  head ing  i n s ide  t he  
airport.Gambhir has backed senior batters 
Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma after criticism 
from former Australia captain Ricky Ponting. 
Notably, Ponting recently commented on 
Kohli's form, saying that any other player 
wouldn't have survived in the team had he 
scored just two hundreds in five years. Kohli 
will be aiming to roar back to form vs 
Australia after a not-so impressive outing in 
the home Test series.

Virat Kohli arrives in Perth 
ahead of  1st Test vs Australia: 

Squad coming in batches

New Delhi Team India head coach Gautam 
Gambhir remained unsure over captain 
Rohit Sharma's availability for the 1st Test 
vs Australia. Gambhir addressed the press 
conference in Mumbai ahead of Team 
India's departure for Australia. Uncertainty 
remained over Rohit's participation in the 
Perth Test match and Gambhir confirmed 
that vice captain Jasprit Bumrah might don 
the captain's hat in that case. Gambhir also 
backed KL Rahul to open in Rohit's absence, 
with another option being Abhimanyu 
Easwaran who is yet to make his Test 
debut."Look, at the moment, there is no 
confirmation. We'll let you guys know what 
the situation is. Hopefully, he is going to be 
available. But everything you will get to 
know at the start of the series," Gambhir said 
in the press conference.

Who can open in Rohit's absence?

Gambhir highlighted the backup options India 
have in case Rohit misses out on Perth Test.

"Obviously, there is Easwaran, there is KL 
Rahul. We will take a call ahead of the 1st 
Test if Rohit is unavailable. There are 
options there. It's not like there are no 
options. Once we get closer to the 1st Test, 
we will try and put in the best playing XI," he 
added.Abhimanyu Easwaran didn't have a 
great outing on the Australian soil as he 
managed scores of 17, 0, 12 and 7 for India A 
vs Australia B. KL Rahul was also given a 
chance to open in the 2nd match for India A, 
but the star batter managed just 4 and 10 runs 
in the contest."Quite a lot of talent needed 
for what KL does"

Nonetheless, Gambhir hailed Rahul for his 
ability to perform at any position for the 
team and backed him to do the job at the top 
of the order."You go with experienced 
players as well. I think that is the quality of a 
man that he can actually bat at the top of the 
order. You can batter at number three, and he 
can actually bat in sixth position as well. So 
you need quite a lot of talent to be doing 
these kinds of jobs as well.

Sanjay Manjrekar lashes out at 
Gautam Gambhir: 'BCCI should 

keep him away from press’

India head coach Gautam Gambhir 

has shrugged off social media 

criticism after a tumultuous start to 

his coaching tenure of the Indian 

Cricket Team.

India coach Gautam 
Gambhir hopeful of Rohit 
Sharma's participation in 

Perth Test
�Robin Uthappa suggests India 

should bring in Ramandeep Singh 

at No. 8 to bolster their lower-

order batting depth, a missing 

element that contributed to their 

T20I loss against South Africa. His 

all-round capabilities could prove 

crucial in upcoming matches.

New Delhi, Tuesday, 12 November 2024 THE SIKH TIMES




