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Swearing-in of Maharashtra
govt on December 5

Simmi Kaur Babbar
Mumbai, Nov 30: The new Mahayuti govern-

ment will be sworn in on December
5 in the presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at Azad Maidan in
Mumbai, state BJP unit said. “The
oath-taking ceremony of the
Mahayuti Government in
Maharashtra will be held in the
presence of Honourable Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi Ji on
Thursday, December 5, 2024, at 5
PM at Azad Maidan, Mumbai,” state
BJP chief Chandrashekhar
Bawankule stated on X on Saturday
evening. The Mahayuti comprises
BJP, Shiv Sena led by Eknath
Shinde, and NCP headed by Ajit
Pawar. The next chief minister of
Maharashtra will be from the BJP
and there will be two Deputy Chief
Ministers from other Mahayuti con-
stituents, NCP chief Ajit Pawar said
in Pune on Saturday. The Mahayuti, which com-
prises the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Shiv Sena
led by Eknath Shinde, and Nationalist Congress

Party (NCP) headed by Ajit Pawar, registered a
resounding victory in the Maharashtra assembly
elections. By winning 132 seats, the BJP emerged

as the single largest party, while Shiv Sena and
NCP won 57 and 41 seats respectively. However,
government formation has been delayed and sus-
pense over the next CM continues. Ajit Pawar was

in Pune to meet 95-year-old social activist Dr Baba
Adhav, who held a protest against the alleged mis-
use of electronic voting machines (EVMs) in the

recent Maharashtra assembly polls.
When asked who will be the chief min-
ister of the state, Pawar said, "The
state will have one chief minister from
BJP and two deputies from other two
parties of Mahayuti. Tentatively, the
oath taking ceremony will take place
on December 5. We have decided to
move ahead with a strong vision."
State BJP chief Chandrashekhar
Bawankule on Saturday evening
announced that the new Mahayuti gov-
ernment will be sworn in at Azad
Maidan in south Mumbai on the
evening of December 5 in Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's presence.
While there was no announcement yet
on who would be the chief minister,
BJP sources said Devendra Fadnavis,
who has been chief minister twice and

was deputy CM in the last Eknath Shinde-led gov-
ernment, was the frontrunner for the top post. Ajit
Pawar was another Deputy CM in the Shinde-led
government.

Parliament must function
in broader interest of people: Mayawati

Naresh Malhotra
Lucknow, Nov 30: Bahujan Samaj Party

(BSP) president Mayawati on Saturday called
on the Centre and the Opposition to ensure
that the Winter Session of Parliament focuses
on the country’s pressing problems rather than
partisan clashes. The former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister’s appeal
stemmed from controversies, such as
allegations against the Adani Group and
the Sambhal mosque survey dispute,
which led to disruption in proceedings
in both houses of Parliament this week.
“Both the government and opposition
should ensure that the ongoing Winter
Session of Parliament focuses on the
country’s pressing problems rather
than partisan clashes,” Mayawati said,
according to a BSP statement issued
here. “Parliament must function in the
broader interest of people. Both the rul-
ing party and the opposition must
demonstrate seriousness to address the
challenges facing the nation,” she added. The
BSP supremo on Saturday addressed a meet-
ing of senior party leaders from Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand in Lucknow and stressed on

them the need for Dalits and Ambedkarite com-
munities to unite in their struggle for political
empowerment. She stressed that the fight for
the “master key to power” must intensify to free
the society from the grip of “casteist and com-
munal” forces, according to an official state-
ment. Mayawati reviewed the party’s organisa-

tional progress and directed the officials to
address shortcomings at the district and divi-
sional levels. She hit out at the BJP, accusing it
of diverting public attention from pressing
issues like unemployment, poverty and infla-

tion by using divisive tactics similar to the pre-
vious Congress governments. “The BJP’s
promises during the elections are forgotten
once in power, leaving fundamental issues
unresolved,” Mayawati said. Mayawati also
slammed Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath-led government for prioritising reli-
gious agendas over constitutional responsibili-
ties. She emphasised that economic struggles,
unemployment and lack of education continue
to affect millions in Uttar Pradesh and neigh-
bouring Uttarakhand. “The government’s fail-
ure to fulfil its responsibilities has pushed the
public into deeper poverty and backwardness,”
she said. Speaking on the legacy of Dr BR
Ambedkar, Mayawati reiterated the BSP’s com-
mitment to his vision of a welfare-oriented and
egalitarian society. She announced plans for
programmes on December 6 to honour
Ambedkar’s contributions. The BSP support-
ers will gather at prominent sites in Uttar
Pradesh, like the Ambedkar Memorial in
Lucknow and the Dalit Prerna Sthal in Noida,
while similar events will take place across other
states. Mayawati also addressed the challenges
posed by the opposition parties, urging the
BSP workers to prepare for electoral battles
with renewed vigour.

PM Modi ‘biased’ towards Adani, discriminating
against Wayanad landslide victims: Rahul

Navdeep Singh Sahni
Kozhikode (Kerala), Nov 30: Leader

of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday
attacked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi by accusing
him of being “biased” towards
industrialist Gautam Adani
and of discriminating against
Wayanad landslides victims by
not providing them the due
support. Rahul hit out at Modi
at a joint public meeting at
Mukkam here with his sister
and Congress MP Priyanka
Gandhi who is visiting the
Wayanad Lok Sabha con-
stituency for the first time after her huge
maiden electoral victory from there. The
LoP in the Lok Sabha alleged that Modi
was treating Adani differently from the
people of India, despite his indictment in
the US, even though the Constitution
says everyone should be treated equally.
“PM Modi says it does not matter if Adani

has been indicted in the US and called a
criminal there, in India we will not indict
him,” Rahul claimed. He further accused

Modi of discriminating against the people
of Wayanad, alleging that he was not will-
ing to provide them the support which
they were due. “This is the atmosphere
in which we are operating. It is the feel-
ings that people have toward us that
gives us confidence and protects us,” he
said. Rahul, after paying tribute to the vic-

tims of the landslides, said his party and
the UDF are standing with the people
who lost family members, property and

suffered in the tragedy.
“Unfortunately, we are not in
government and therefore, we
cannot do what a government
can do. So, I told my sister and
(AICC general secretary) K C
Venugopal that every member of
the Congress and the UDF
should put pressure on the gov-
ernment of Kerala to help the vic-
tims of the landslides,” he said.
He said his sister’s win from the
Wayanad LS seat indicates that
the people have placed their faith
and trust in them to represent

the hill constituency in the Parliament.
He also expressed confidence that “we
(Congress-led opposition) will defeat the
ideology of the BJP” which behaves arro-
gantly and allegedly spreads hate and
divisiveness. “The fight is to protect the
Constitution which says everyone should
be treated equally,” Rahul said.

Manipur not like Mizoram, we joined Union of India with defined boundaries
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

Imphal, Nov 30: A day after the
Manipur government urged Mizoram CM
Lalduhoma to demonstrate "better states-
manship" by being a "good neighbour"
rather than fuelling hatred through
"unwarranted comments", Chief
Minister N Biren Singh on Saturday
said Manipur is not like Mizoram,
"which was once just a district in
Assam". Speaking at a function for con-
struction of infrastructure to relocate
the Assam Rifles from the premises of
the historic Langthabal Old Palace,
Singh said, "Manipur is not like
Mizoram. We have a written history of
2,000 years. Manipur merged with the
Union of India as a single entity in 1949.
Our boundaries were not newly created
but we joined with the Union with intact
boundaries." The Manipur CM's reaction
came in the backdrop of a recent interview
given by Lalduhoma to a national daily in
which he said Singh was a liability for the

state, its people and the BJP, and even
President's Rule is preferable compared to
his administration. "Assam Rifles is here to
serve the nation. They are not our ene-
mies. We all are Indian citizens. The gap
can be bridged through interactions

between commanders, CSOs, and intellec-
tuals. Our common enemy is located in for-
eign territories, not within. The paramili-
tary force can deal with insurgents or
unlawful activities as they see fit, but not

everyone is an insurgent," the CM said.
"People ask, 'What is the Chief Minister
doing?' Can the CM go and engage in fir-
ing? The CM makes policy plans—how to
identify illegal immigrants, how to cancel
the Free Movement Regime, and how to

implement the NRC. We will
never rest until we have clearly
safeguarded the entire land of
Manipur and its indigenous peo-
ple," Singh asserted. The CM
asserted that the conflict since
May 3 last year is not due to cor-
ruption by the government but
because of measures taken to
protect the original inhabitants of
the land and address the distort-
ed histories of the state.
"Naturally, those who once
thrived on the drug trade will be

upset with the government and against
me," he added. Singh also thanked Union
Home Minister Amit Shah and Assam
Rifles authorities for agreeing to relocate
their camp from Langthabal Old Palace.

He said, "The Langthabal Palace is a his-
toric place. The Assam Rifles has been sta-
tioned in the state for more than 100 years
for security reasons. They cannot shift
immediately. Major General Ravroop and
the DG understand this well. They took
the demands of the people for the reloca-
tion of the force from the old palace very
seriously, as it is a historical site and very
close to the university campus.'' Later, talk-
ing to reporters, Singh said, "I would like
to thank Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
IGAR, and Assam Rifles authorities. They
agreed to vacate the Langthabal Old
Palace, which is the second palace of the
state, and relocate to another area. The
people had been demanding the relocation
of the Assam Rifles from the old palace,
but it did not materialise due to a commu-
nication gap between the Assam Rifles and
the state government. I am very grateful to
the Assam Rifles for agreeing to shift. This
is an achievement for the government."
Asked about statements made by the
Mizoram CM in relation to Manipur, 

Case against ED officer in Tamil Nadu:
SC bats for striking balance between

competing aspects  
ST Correspondent

New Delhi, Nov 30: The Supreme Court has high-
lighted the need to strike a balance between the com-
peting aspects in cases where officers of central agen-
cies were probed by the state police. The top court was
hearing a plea by the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
seeking transfer of the probe in a case against its officer
Ankit Tiwari, who was arrested by the Tamil Nadu
Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-Corruption (DVAC)
for alleged bribery, to the Central Bureau of
Investigation. Observing that an accused has a right to
fair investigation, a Bench of Justices Surya Kant and
Ujjal Bhuyan said in a federal structure, it has to be
ensured that each component retains its identity and

jurisdiction. Referring to a hypothetical situation, the
Bench said if a state decides to arbitrarily arrest the
Central Government officials, "this may create a consti-
tutional crisis". The Bench observed in such a scenario,
if it was said that the state would have the exclusive
power to arrest, it could be dangerous to the federal
structure. However, the bench said denying the state
police the power to probe a case within its jurisdiction
would also not be desirable. "We will consider the argu-
ments from both sides to strike a balance between
these competing aspects," the Bench said. It said that
though an accused cannot have a say in the probe, he
has a right to fair investigation. The counsel, appearing
for Tamil Nadu, told the bench that Tiwari was caught
red-handed accepting bribe and the probe into the case
was almost complete. He said the police had not filed
the chargesheet yet as the apex court is seized of the
ED's plea. The Bench has posted the matter for hearing
in January. On March 20, the top court had granted
interim bail to Tiwari. While hearing the ED's plea ear-
lier, the apex court had mulled over formulating a fair
and transparent pan-India mechanism for the investiga-
tion of cases involving officials of the central probe
agencies and state governments to eliminate apprehen-
sions about political vendetta thwarting probes.

3 Hindu temples vandalised
in Bangladesh's Chattogram

Dhaka, Nov 30: In a disturbing incident three
Hindu temples in Chattogram, Bangladesh, were
vandalised by a mob shouting slogans, amid ongo-
ing protests and violence in the region. The attack
occurred at around 2.30 pm on Friday in the
Harish Chandra Munsef Lane area, targeting the
Santaneshwar Matri Temple, the Shoni Temple,
and the Shantaneshwari Kalibari Temple.
According to reports from BDNews24.com, a
group of several hundred individuals, after attend-
ing the Friday prayers, descended upon the tem-
ples, throwing brickbats and causing damage to
the Shoni Temple and the gates of the other two
temples. The temple authorities confirmed the
extent of the damage, which included broken
gates and other vandalised structures. Kotwali
Police Station chief Abdul Karim confirmed the
attack and stated that the assailants made deliber-
ate attempts to damage the temples. Tapan Das, a
permanent member of the Santaneshwar Matri
Temple management committee, recounted the
harrowing events, stating that the attackers began
chanting anti-Hindu and anti-ISKCON slogans as
they arrived in large numbers. The violence has
been brewing in Chattogram since the arrest of
Chinmoy Krishna Das, a former member of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON), who was detained on charges of disre-
specting the Bangladesh national flag.

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, Nov 30: Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) national convener
Arvind Kejriwal was targeted in an
attempted liquid attack during his

‘padyatra’ in Delhi’s Greater Kailash
area on Saturday. A man from the
crowd threw a liquid at Kejriwal,
who was walking with Greater
Kailash MLA Saurabh Bharadwaj in
a narrow lane. The security staff
quickly overpowered the attacker
and handed him over to the police.
The police are currently trying to

ascertain the nature of the liquid
thrown at Kejriwal. The attacker’s
identity is also yet to be confirmed.
AAP has condemned the attack, crit-
icising the BJP-led central govern-

ment for the
d e t e r i o r a t i n g
law and order
situation in the
national capital.
“If a former CM
is not safe in
Delhi, then
where will the
common man
go?” the party
asked in a state-
ment. Bharadwaj
alleged that the
attacker is
directly linked to
BJP and posted a

Facebook profile photo of the
alleged accused. “BJP is frustrated
as it has failed to maintain law and
order in Delhi. BJP got Arvind
Kejriwal attacked for raising ques-
tions on law and order. Amit Shah’s
failure is known to all,” the party
statement read.

Arvind Kejriwal targeted in attempted liquid attack
during ‘padyatra’ in Delhi’s Greater Kailash

Dhaka, Nov 30: In a disturbing incident
three Hindu temples in Chattogram,
Bangladesh, were vandalised by a mob shout-
ing slogans, amid ongoing protests and violence
in the region. The attack occurred at around

2.30 pm on Friday in the Harish Chandra
Munsef Lane area, targeting the Santaneshwar
Matri Temple, the Shoni Temple, and the
Shantaneshwari Kalibari Temple. According to
reports from BDNews24.com, a group of sever-
al hundred individuals, after attending the
Friday prayers, descended upon the temples,
throwing brickbats and causing damage to the
Shoni Temple and the gates of the other two

temples. The temple authorities confirmed the
extent of the damage, which included broken
gates and other vandalised structures. Kotwali
Police Station chief Abdul Karim confirmed the
attack and stated that the assailants made

deliberate attempts to damage the
temples. Tapan Das, a permanent
member of the Santaneshwar
Matri Temple management com-
mittee, recounted the harrowing
events, stating that the attackers
began chanting anti-Hindu and
anti-ISKCON slogans as they
arrived in large numbers. The vio-
lence has been brewing in
Chattogram since the arrest of
Chinmoy Krishna Das, a former
member of the International

Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON),
who was detained on charges of disrespecting
the Bangladesh national flag. The protests and
unrest surrounding his arrest have escalated
tensions in the region. Tapan Das further
revealed that the temple authorities did not
engage with the attackers during the assault,
and instead, they called for military assistance
as the situation worsened. 

3 Hindu temples vandalised in
Bangladesh's Chattogram
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NEW DELHI. Researchers, who and quantity of scientific evidence on assessing the benefits of water 
reviewed 18 studies on benefits of the benefits of water, the authors said consumption on clinical outcomes 
drinking water, found the most in the study published in the Journal broadly," Breyer added.The authors 
evidence related to preventing kidney of the American Medical Association said encouraging people to drink 
stones and helping people lose (JAMA) Network Open.”Given the water before meals would be a simple 
weight. Drinking eight cups of water low cost and low adverse-effect and cheap intervention that could 
a day significantly lowered one's profile of water, further well- have huge benefits given the 
chances of getting another kidney designed studies should assess i n c r e a s e d  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  
stone, the researchers at the benefits in these specific conditions," obes i ty.Adu l t s  expe r i enc ing  
University of California San the authors wrote.”For such a recurring headaches were found to 
Francisco found.They added that ubiquitous and simple intervention, feel better after three months of 
evidence from several studies the evidence hasn't been clear and the d r i n k i n g  m o r e  w a t e r ,  t h e y  
suggested drinking about six cups of benefits were not well-established, so added.Drinking about four more cups 
water a day helped adults lose weight. we wanted to take a closer look," said of water a day for eight weeks was 

senior author Benjamin Breyer, chair found to help diabetic patients whose However, a study involving teenagers 
of the department of urology, b l o o d  g l u c o s e  l e v e l s  w e r e  found that drinking a little more than 
University of California San elevated.Further, women with eight cups of water a day had no 
Francisco."The amount of rigorous recurrent urinary tract infections effect.Further, studies raised the 
research turned out to be limited, but were found to benefit from drinking posibility of benefits for patients with 
in some specific areas, there was a an additional six cups a day of water -migraine, urinary tract infection, 
statistically significant benefit. To - the infections became less frequent diabetes and hypotension (low blood 
our knowledge, this is the first study with time.pressure) despite the limited quality 

Circle rates set to increase, premium 
areas of city to see hike of up to 30%

Most evidence on benefits of water related to 
preventing kidney stones, losing weight: Study

Ghaziabad. Police are scanning CCTV 
footage to trace the animal trader who 
rescued Bhim Singh from being kept as a 
slave at a farm in Jaisalmer last week.

The trader, while dropping Bhim in NCR, 
left a note with him, but did not give any 
information about himself. Police are 
looking for him because he will be able to 
give the exact location of the Jaisalmer 
farm where he spotted Bhim chained to a 
tree."The animal trader will be able to 
help us complete the investigation. More 
importantly, he will be able to tell us the 
exact location in Jaisalmer where Bhim 
was kept as a slave. To complete this task, 
we will soon form a dedicated team. We 
are also contacting Delhi Police for help 
in tracing the Sikh man," DCP (Trans-
Hindon) Nimish Patil told TOI on Friday.

Ghaziabad police said on Thursday they 
will reopen the 1993 case to investigate 
who had kidnapped Bhim and sold him to 
the herder in Jaisalmer, who confined him 
as a slave for three decades.According to 

Bhim on Nov 23 walked into the Khoda has asked cops to find the man who will cook for him," Leelawati said.Bhim Bhim's account, the trader hid him in his 
police station with a letter written by the rescued her son."That man is like an angel told police that the Jaisalmer herder who truck with goats after freeing him from 
trader. On it was whatever little to me. Because of him, I got my son back k e p t  h i m  a s  a  s l a v e  w a s  the farm last week. "After 3-4 hours of 
information Bhim could recall about his after 31 years. We visited every temple "Sairam"."Sairam's minor daughter driving, Bhim came out from the back of 
family and his abduction.Bhim's mother and went to satsangs in the hope of finding Pinky gave Bhim a Hanuman Chalisa. His the truck and sat with the trader," a senior 
Leelawati said on Friday that the family Bhim. I want to invite him to my house. I elder son, Kalu, would.police officer said.After reaching NCR, 

Police scour CCTV feed to locate trader 
who rescued Gzb man from slavery

How sand miners have laid road across 

Yamuna between Delhi and Ghaziabad
building a road across it.Locals in mining is practised on both banks of the way," district mining officer Saurabh GHAZIABAD. In the belly of the Yamuna 
Pachera said it's not the first time the river. Last year, when some of us went to Chaturvedi said."There have been floodplain, at a bend of the river between 
Yamuna was being "bridged" like this. this area, we were warned about the sand accusations that in the mining-permitted Delhi and Ghaziabad, workers are busy at 
This is, according to them, a post- mafia. Shocking to see that our natural area, sandbags were placed in the river to work, half up to their ankles in mud, half 
monsoon ritual for years. A road is laid resources are being plundered openly," he make way for heavy machines so that up to their waists in water. The job of the 
and it lasts from winter till the rains excavations could be carried out from group in the water is to fasten wooden 
arrive, after which the river swells and it within the river through the use of planks and tether them to the riverbed 
gets washed away. Once the river recedes heavy machines, which are both in while the others lay sandbags to build an 
and its currents turn docile again, about violation of rules," Chaturvedi embankment right across the Yamuna.It's 
now, back come the men to build the road. admitted.The officer added that a a road that is taking shape, joining two 
The excavators follow.Pradeep Tyagi, notice was issued to the leaseholder banks where the winding river - which 
who owns an agricultural patch on the recently and a team from Lucknow was cuts creeks and furrows through copious 
Delhi side of the Yamuna, said trucks also in Loni to investigate the violation. deposits of silt - is narrower than 
laden with mined river sand roll in and The construction activity, however, elsewhere. The area is across Panchayara 
out daily, almost in an ant-like continues despite it.TOI spoke to the village (Pachera to locals) in Ghaziabad. 
procession. "I have been seeing this since leaseholder, who claimed there are no On the other side is Alipur, the outskirts of 
2020. This year, it began a week ago," he violations. "The river stream in Pachera north Delhi.Over decades, under the guise 
said. Ravindra, another villager, said has bifurcated over the years, and an of leases, sand miners have operated with 

said.In Pachera, which has a 12-hectare 
earthmovers don't stop even at night. island-like deposit has formed in between. abandon on the Yamuna floodplains to 

riverbank area, eight hectares have been 
"The miners are not scared of anyone. The stream on the riverbank side is just 3 meet a voracious appetite for construction. 

officially allocated for mining for a five-
They do as they please," he said. to 4 feet deep, so we have placed sandbags The river's banks have also been 

year term. According to a mining 
on it to access the island area and excavate plundered by the sand mafia, damaging its In May, UP mining department officials department official, the mining lease 
sand. Technically, there is no violation. ecology and making it prone to large- raided the area for illegal mining activity. covers a 15km stretch along the Yamuna 
We neither excavated sand from the scale encroachment.The building of a While the suspects fled to the Delhi side in Loni, encompassing Pachera, Badarpur 
riverbed nor did we impede the river's road, for excavators to make their way of the river, they seized an earthmover, and Nauraspur villages."Rules don't 
main flow," he said.According to across the Yamuna and dredge sand, is an two trucks, and seven sand-filled permit any mining right on the riverbed. 
environmentalists, sand mining itself can example of brazen violations the trolleys.Jaswinder Waraich, a bird Neither is it in use of heavy machines 
be severely detrimental to a river for a protected floodplains see. There's an watcher who tracks the Yamuna for avian allowed. On the floodplain, excavations 
number of reasons. It could increase a official lease that's been given for these visitors all year, said he had first seen are not permitted beyond a depth of 3 
river's gradient, lead to excessive parts for mining, but no lease allows sand bags being dumped into the river in metres and the lessee must ensure the 
sediment transport.excavators on the river's banks, let alone Pachera on Nov 23. "Clandestine sand flow of the river is not impeded in any 

On HC’s order, three 
HSVP offices sealed for 

non-compliance
Gurgaon. The offices of three HSVP officials were 

sealed on Friday after the Punjab and Haryana high 
court, angered that its repeated orders on a case 
over land acquisition were not being complied with, 
directed that this action should be taken by the end 
of the day.The single judge bench of Justice 
Harkesh Manuja, in his order on Friday, said that 
HSVP's "unwillingness" to comply with its orders 
seemed to be "willful and deliberate". He also said 
that he was "compelled" to take this action as the 
agency was "acting in violation of the basic 
fundamental tenets of the Constitution".

District administration officials on Friday confirmed 
that the offices of Gurgaon's land acquisition 
collector, estate officer 1 and estate officer 2 were 
sealed and attached. HSVP officials did not 
respond to requests for comment till Friday night.

The case dates to 2010, when HSVP moved to 
acquire an acre of land in Gurgaon's Narsinghpur 
Kasan village for building sector roads. While 
taking possession of this 1-acre area, HSVP also 
took possession of an additional 0.6-acre land 
belonging to the same landowner without carrying 
out the acquisition process. The proceedings for 
possession of this land were officially carried out in 
2011.The owner was awarded compensation for 
the 1-acre land, but HSVP neither assessed 
compensation for the 0.6-acre land, nor did it 
disburse any amount for it.The owner, after years 
of approaching HSVP for compensation, took the 
case to the HC in 2017. In April earlier this year, the 
high court directed HSVP to provide compensation 
to the landowner within four months. The agency 
did not comply with the order, and a contempt 
petition was filed this Sept.During the hearings, the 
state govt sought two weeks' time to follow the 
April order and HSVP repeatedly sought more time. 
The high court granted at least three extensions 
since Sept.On Friday, Justice Manuja said he took a 
"lenient view and gave more time to the authority" 
to assess and disburse compensation to the 
petitioner, and yet no steps were taken. "The 
unwillingness on the part of HSVP towards the 
compliance of the order seems willful and 
deliberate as the land owned by the petitioners was 
utilised since the year 2013, with possession of the 
same being taken over in 2011 itself. However, 
despite the expiry of 13 years, not even a single 
penny has been offered to them."HC observed that 
HSVP, despite utilising the petitioner's land 
without acquiring it, was still trying to delay and 
evade disbursing compensation.Justice Manuja 
then directed the deputy commissioner and police 
commissioner to attach and seal HSVP offices by 
the end of Friday and submit a report on 
compliance with the district and sessions judge."In 
such circumstances, wherein the respondents are 
acting in violation of the basic fundamental tenets 
of the Constitution of India.

News box

NEW DELHI. Delhi remains shrouded in a layer of 
haze, with air quality persisting in the 'Very Poor' 
category across several areas, according to the Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) on Saturday morning.

As per the data collected at 8am, the Air Quality Index 
(AQI) in Anand Vihar was at 377, 370 at Ashok Vihar, 
334 at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, 366 at R K Puram, 
328 at ITO, 338 at IGI Airport (T3), 377 at DTU, 358 at 
Dr. Karni Singh Shooting Range and 378 at 
Wazirpur.Several other areas reported AQI in 'severe' 
category, with readings from Bawana at 405, 408 at 
Mundka, 404 at Jahangirpuri and 412 at Shadipur.

The CPCB categorises AQI values as follows: 0-50 
'good', 51-100 'satisfactory', 101-200 'moderate', 201-
300 'poor', 301-400 'very poor', and above 400 
'severe'.According to the Air Quality Early Warning 
System for Delhi, smog and mist were anticipated on 
Friday evening and night, with clear skies predicted 
for today.

Track pollution levels in your city
Saturday morning is expected to experience shallow to 

moderate fog. Variable winds below 4 kmph are 
forecast for the morning, increasing to 6-8 kmph from 
northwest during afternoon, before decreasing again 
in evening hours.The meteorological department 
predicts shallow fog for Saturday, with temperatures 
expected to range between 26 degrees Celsius and 10 
degrees Celsius.Delhi experienced eight 'severe' air 
quality days this month, including two 'severe-plus' 

days. The absence of rainfall, combined with local and 
regional emissions and unfavourable weather 
conditions, contributed to heightened pollution levels.

The lowest recorded AQI was 303, still within the 'very 
poor' range. November 18 saw the AQI reach 494, 
marking it as the second most polluted day on record. 
Ten days experienced AQI readings exceeding 390.

Delhi air pollution: 'very 
poor' to 'severe' AQI 
recorded across national 
capital

NEW DELHI. A man stabbed his parents and uncle in 
West Delhi's Mayapuri. He later died after trying to 
flee police custody by jumping from a wall.

Police said the incident took place on November 26. 
They received a PCR call that three people were 
stabbed.A team from the local police station rushed to 
the spot. "The victims told us that their son, Anshuman 
Taneja (aged around 26-27 years), attacked them with 
knives. The victims were admitted to the hospital, and 
their son, Anshuman Taneja, was taken to the police 
station as a suspect for questioning," police said.

In an attempt to escape, Anshuman pushed the staff and 

tried to jump a wall and fell over. He sustained a head 
injury. He was taken to the hospital. On November 28, 
he succumbed to the injury during treatment.

"All due procedures are being followed related to the 
enquiry into the matter, and the family members are 
being kept updated about the proceedings," police said.

Man stabs family in Delhi's 
Mayapuri, dies after trying 
to escape police custody

NEW DELHI. A resident of North-East Delhi fell 
victim to a sophisticated scam, losing Rs 7 lakh to a 
fraudster who impersonated a relative. The scammer, 
claiming to be the victim's cousin, concocted a tale of 
impending arrest in Kuwait due to a visa issue.The 
victim, who lives in Bhajanpura, filed a complaint with 
the north-east district police on November 26. He 
claimed the incident occurred on August 13.

The complainant, aged 32, told the police that he 
received a friend request on a social media application 
from someone pretending to be his cousin, who works 
in Kuwait."After accepting the request, they began 
conversing, and the scammer claimed that he needed to 
transfer some money into the complainant's bank 
account," the complainant said. The fraudster asked 
for his account details and phone number, promising to 
withdraw the funds once he returned to Delhi.The 
scam escalated when the complainant received a 
WhatsApp message from the fraudster's number, 
stating that Rs six lakh was deposited into his account. 
He was later contacted by someone claiming to be 
from his bank, informing him of an international 
transaction.Soon after, the scammer fabricated a story 
that the cousin's visa expired, leading to the freezing of 
his funds by Kuwaiti authorities. The fraudster insisted 
that the complainant pay a fine to "release" the money 
and avoid legal issues.The scam deepened when he 
was provided with the contact details of an alleged 
agent, who explained that a fine was imposed on the 
cousin for the expired visa, and that his passport and 
bank account were seized by the Kuwaiti govt. The 
agent demanded Rs 7.8 lakh to resolve the issue, which 
the complainant transferred to the provided bank 
account.

Delhi resident loses Rs 7 lakh 
in sophisticated 
impersonation scam

Gurgaon. Circle rates for registering significantly high. This is why an of Gurgaon, such as Golf Course Road, 
properties are set to increase in a range increase of up to 30% in collector rate Golf Course Extension Road, SPR and 
of 10-30%, a development that could was decided for those locations," he MG Road, property prices are already 
drive up housing prices in the city, said.Kumar explained that changes in much higher than the existing circle 
which is already among India's collector rates, or circle rates, are rates. In other emerging areas also, 
costliest real estate markets.The new recommended by a district-level such as Sohna, New Gurgaon and 
circle rates, district administration committee that carries out market Dwarka Expressway, property prices 
officials said on Friday, will come into research before giving its advice. New are higher. That's why we don't foresee 
effect from Dec 1 and will be rates come into effect after the state any major jump," Arora said.He said 
applicable at least till Mar 31, 2025. govt gives its final approval.Officials prices will continue to increase in the 
The decision to hike circle rate was said they have received approval from city due to high demand and limited 
taken at a meeting of deputy the govt, but a detailed order on the supplies. "People across age groups 
commissioner Ajay Kumar with sub- exact hike in circle rates is awaited. and profiles take homeownership 
divisional officers and revenue Realtors said property prices in seriously. The market will continue to 
d e p a r t m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  o n  Gurgaon are only expected to go gain steam," he added.Those looking 
Friday.Officials said most areas of the up."Despite very high property prices, to buy houses in the city said property 
city will see circle rates hiked by 10% Gurgaon's real estate sector leads not rates were already over-the-top in 
to 20%. But the city's most sought- just in NCR, but it's also among the top Gurgaon, and a consistent increase 
after areas near Golf Course Road, performers in the country. Therefore, would make it completely out of reach 
Southern Peripheral Expressway and an increase in circle rate will bring it for the middle class."Property prices 
Dwarka Expressway will see hikes up on par with market rate," said Mohit are in several crores, and it keeps on 
to 30%.DC Ajay Kumar said the range Kalia, vice-president (sales), Raheja increasing. An Increase in circle rate 
was decided based on market value of Developers.Sanjeev Arora, director of will further increase prices and the 
p r o p e r t i e s  w i t h i n  s p e c i f i c  360 Realtors, said the impact of circle dream of owning a house in Gurgaon 
areas."There are some key areas in the rate on property prices will be limited. will become a distant dream for 
district where the market value is "In most of the major micro-markets common people," said .

New Delhi, Sunday, 1 December 2024







EDITORIAL 6

A fierce backlash from leading oncologists forced Sidhu alone, however, is not to blame for spreading 
Congress leader Navjot Singh Sidhu — renowned misinformation. Social media is replete with 
for stepping out and hitting sixes during his cricket ‘magic cures’ for cancer and other diseases, and 
days — to go on the back foot. With cancer there is no dearth of people who lap up all the myths 
specialists punching holes into his claim that a strict and untruths. Patanjali Ayurved has repeatedly 
dietary and lifestyle regimen enabled his wife to found itself in the crosshairs of the Supreme Court 
overcome the dreaded ‘emperor of all maladies’, over misleading advertisements of Ayush products. 
Sidhu clarified that the diet plan was followed in The Union Government is also at fault as a draft to 
consultation with doctors and had only served as a amend the Drugs and Magic Remedies 
facilitator in the treatment.True to form, the former (Objectionable Advertisements) Act, 1954, aimed 
MP went overboard last week when he told the media at taking stringent action against those who release 
that Mrs Sidhu had ‘starved’ cancer cells simply by deceptive advertisements, has been on the back 
consuming haldi and neem and shunning dairy burner for the past four years. Cutting across party 
products as well as sugar. Though Sidhu’s wife is a lines, parliamentarians should try to ensure that the 
doctor, he couldn’t resist the temptation of veering proposed amendment is not consigned to oblivion. 
off the medically established path. It’s laudable that The medical community has a huge role to play in 
oncologists reacted quickly, urging the public to not spreading awareness about evidence-based 
delay treatment by banking on unproven remedies. treatment. And the public can do its bit by raising 

be the time-tested methods to cure cancer.Surgery, radiation therapy and chemotherapy continue to doubts about remedies that seem too good to be true.

How Jharkhand 
defied the BJP’s 

dominance

Israel-Hezbollah pact a fresh chance for the Middle East

those accused of inciting violence against the denominations. Not too much attention should A gentleman whom I have never met wrote a letter to 
Sikhs in the 1984 pogrom. Rajiv Gandhi be paid to such extremists. There is not a ghost of me last week. He is 74 and holds a post-graduate 
disapproved of my views. If you count views a chance that our glorious land will be Islamised. degree in arts from Punjab. He begins his epistle by 
against wrong policies as being anti-Modi, so be And remember that the bulk of the Muslim stating, “Your role in Punjab as the police chief was 
it. Lynching of cattle traders and beef eaters and population in India is only concerned about very laudable.” Thank you, sir. I wish to remind you 
using bulldozers to punish Muslim offenders are feeding their children and themselves. In today’s that the Gita enjoins every individual to do his or her 
anathema to fair play and justice. I will continue atmosphere of hate and divisions, poor Muslims duty without expectation of a reward or recognition. 
to speak out against affronts to the rule of law on are finding it difficult to eke out a living.Similarly, the Bible taught me that Christ was a 
which governance is based universally.The servant of the people, and I, as his follower, should You pontificate that the “proselytisation practised 
accusation that I am anti-Hindu is ridiculous and serve humanity. This is one Christian precept that I by Christian missionaries is the worst, most 
preposterous. This week, the US-based daughter have followed. But even God likes to be praised. And shameless, inhuman” and that “converted 
of one of my first bosses in the police paid me a I am only human. On the other hand, our Prime people seek foreign guidance, showing little 
visit. Vasant Vinayak Nagarkar was a Chitpavan Minister is claiming an aura of divinity. I get the love for their erstwhile Hindu lineage”. Truly, I Christian who fits that bill would be well-nigh 
Brahmin from Pune. He asked me to come and stay distinct feeling that he likes to be praised. In this find it difficult to find evidence to justify your impossible.A strange statement made by you in your 
with him and his family during my training. I did so human failing we are partners! findings. The proselytisation that led to the letter is that I am wrong when I affirm that terrorism 

Christianisation of my ancestors and the local So, when you say that my articles are replete with “anti- and became a part of his family in a manner of cannot be exterminated by “guns and bullets” alone. 
Marathi-speaking East Indians (named after the East Modi and anti-Hindu voices”, I am astonished and speaking.During my career in the IPS, I have served My conviction is based on my experience in Punjab 
India Company) in Bombay was effected by constrained to respond. When did I ever speak under Hindu bosses. They have always been kind to and the experience of law enforcers in Ireland and 
Portuguese missionaries in the ‘Age of Faith’ four or against Hinduism or Hindus? My ancestors, like the me, with one stray exception. The majority of the elsewhere in the world where terrorists have 
five centuries ago. As for seeking foreign guidance, ancestors of ‘99.9 per cent’ of the Christians in India, officers who reported to me were Hindus. After my operated. You subscribe to the muscular beliefs of 
statistics show that most of our compatriots settled were Hindus, if you include the worship of nature, retirement, many of them have been in touch with Home Minister Shah, who cites his government’s 
abroad are not converts to Christianity. A stray like in most tribal communities, as part of Hinduism. me. If they felt that I was anti-Hindu, they would have strong-arm policies in Kashmir as evidence of that 
individual may be motivated to convert. Usually, this Tribals populating the North-East are largely kept their distance. As a human being — a Christian unscientific belief. I beg to differ. Terrorism 
occurs when an inter-religious marriage takes place. Christian. At present, they are politically aligned one — I do not and will not hate other human beings. continues to plague J&K and will keep doing so till 

Religious identities were never a part of the official Such conversions will not make any dent in the largely with Narendra Modi’s party. Perhaps you the majority of the Kashmiri Muslim community is 
lexicon before the Modi-Shah duo came to power. dominance of the majority community in the political forgot about their existence.I admit to criticising won over. My advice to you is not to accept every 
The first Prime Minister from the BJP was Atal Bihari and social life of the nation.You end your letter by Modi at times. In mature democracies, criticism of word that emanates from the mouths of our rulers. 
Vajpayee, a statesman to the core. On assuming appealing to me “to show to your fellow Christians rulers is an accepted practice. Rulers have to be They are politicians. We are not.Another assertion 
charge of his august office, he offered me and Muslims to respect Hindus” and not to “tease, accountable to the ruled. Before Modi and Amit Shah that you make is that “Muslims have a latent mission 
governorship, something no Christian can hope for in kill” them! I can only say that you have been took over the reins of government in Delhi, I had to Islamise India”. Surely, not all Muslims think of 
Modi’s reign. In today’s dispensation, governors misinformed. I have not heard of any Christian written against Congress rulers in Maharashtra. such unattainable goals! Some diehards do. They 
have a more active role to play to ensure that single- killing or being killed by Hindus but my Muslim While in service in Punjab, I had spoken in closed- belong to the category of dreamers and extremists. 
engine governments fall in line. To identify a suitable brothers have certainly.door meetings against the Congress’ protection of Their ilk can be found among all religious 

Cancer claptrap

PEOPLE from India's margins — indeed, its 
original inhabitants, the adivasis of Jharkhand, 
have scripted a resounding victory for their 
identity and rights in the recently concluded 
state Assembly elections. A majority of the 
state's electorate was among the world's poorest 
people, bearing diverse tribal identities of the 
Mundas, Oraons and Santhals, combined with 
marginalised Hindu castes and religious 
minority Muslims.This diverse electorate 
reshaped the political arena, bringing back to 
power a coalition, led by the Jharkhand Mukti 
Morcha and its Chief Minister Hemant Soren 
and its partners, the Indian National Congress, 
the RJD and the CPI(ML). The coalition won a 
decisive victory with 56 seats in the 81-member 
Assembly, with the JMM having the largest 
share of 34 seats. Acting in tandem, the coalition 
partners INC notched up 16 seats, the RJD four 
seats and the CPI(ML) two seats.The big 
significance of this outcome has been noted in 
the ability of small people to stand up to the 
power of the national giants — the BJP, led by 
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma.

The deeper meaning of this electoral verdict lies in 
the intertwining of indigenous rights, 
democracy and development — they all came 
together to defeat a majoritarian religious-
political campaign pitch of the BJP.As an 
immediate political context, the ED had arrested 
Soren — then Chief Minister of the state — in 
January this year. He walked out of jail just a few 
months ahead of the elections. His party leader 
Champai Soren (and erstwhile Chief Minister) 
had been lured away by the BJP. Governance 
seemed to be at a near-standstill on the eve of the 
elections. The resource abundance of the BJP, its 
supreme command over the state apparatus and 
the long-held societal roots of the RSS meant 
that the incumbent JMM was barely in any shape 
to defend its claims to power.In what was largely 
being anticipated by analysts and pollsters as a 
"close fight", an "issueless election", or even the 
setting in of anti-incumbency and corruption 
charges against Hemant Soren's government, 
these results have been truly unanticipated.For 
one, they have put the ascendant BJP on a clear 
backfoot. Even more, the RSS has been left 
without a script in what has been its long-held 
community bastion. Its social and cultural 
agenda is carried on by front organisations, such 
as the Vikas Bharati, the Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram 
and the Ekal Vidyalayas.This verdict has proven 
to be a confidence-booster for the INDIA bloc, 
especially as Hemant Soren gains stature within 
the coalition. He enjoys the respect and 
confidence of the Gandhis, Mamata Banerjee, 
Chief Minister of the neighbouring state of West 
Bengal, Lalu Prasad Yadav and Akhilesh Yadav.

So, what exactly worked for the JMM? What does 
this defeat mean for the BJP? And going ahead, 
what lessons can be drawn for other state 
elections and in reconfiguring national politics 
and India's democracy?On what worked for the 
JMM: First of all, the JMM in alliance with the 
Congress has withstood a very divisive 
campaign hurled on to the people of the state, 
emphasising on ghuspaithiya having illegally 
entered districts in Jharkhand. The reference was 
to illegal Bangladeshi Muslims having 
infiltrated the land-locked Jharkhand. The BJP 
campaign presented district-wise data about the 
presence of ghuspaithiyas.In further rumour-
mongering and myth-making, there were claims 
that these infiltrators would grab the land of 
adivasis and take away their daughters. The 
adivasi attachment to their land and their jungles 
is a deep entanglement, protected as a 
community right under the Chotanagpur 
Tenancy Act (and similar legislation for Santhal 
Pargana).Many believed that a poor and illiterate 
electorate would fall prey to this type of rumour-
mongering. It seems, in retrospect, that the 
pitching a of tribal identity at the forefront and its 
belief in the naturalist sarna religious and 
community rights proved to be an appropriate 
counter.

devastation.Yes, the ceasefire will also allow a process would pave the way for the entry into Gaza THE word “opportunity” rarely appears in the same 
Hezbollah a degree of time and space to regroup, of a regional stabilisation force and the sentence as the Middle East, and for good reason, 
which is why some in Israel oppose it. That said, establishment of diplomatic relations between Israel but there is a case for suggesting we are approaching 
open-ended military operations will accomplish and Saudi Arabia. Over time, a Palestinian state, an exception. An opportunity — if not for lasting 
little, as Hezbollah can be weakened but not properly constituted, would enable Israel to remain peace, then at least for an end to the ongoing 
eliminated. Israel’s past failed occupation of both Jewish and democratic as well as prosperous conflicts and the prevention of new ones — is, in 
southern Lebanon demonstrates as much. Israel’s and secure.fact, knocking. The question is whether political 
goal, which this agreement puts within reach, leaders will open the door. Some in Israel much prefer a future that allows for 
should be to restore deterrence. Israeli settlement of parts of Gaza and annexation of Israel has decimated the military capability of both 

Gaza poses a more difficult challenge. It is not clear large swaths of the West Bank. And if they do not get Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon. But 
that Hamas would agree to a ceasefire, although it is their way, they have vocally threatened to bring continuing military action on its part is running up 
much weakened militarily and might have difficulty down Netanyahu’s government. That is a risk against the law of diminishing returns as fewer high-

Netanyahu has been loath to take, given value targets are leftMoreover, 
that, once out of office, he faces pending continued military efforts threaten 
legal action and official investigations into the country’s regional and global 
Israel’s failure to anticipate and respond to s tanding.  The Internat ional  
Hamas’s October 7 attack.Criminal Court’s decision to issue 

arrest warrants for Prime Minister Donald Trump, whose return to the Oval 
Benjamin Netanyahu and former Office on January 20 is already looming 
Defence Minister Yoav Gallant is over these dynamics, could prove to be the 
the latest indication of the political critical variable. While the Israeli right sees 
isolation and economic sanctions his return as an opportunity to achieve 
that could become Israel’s fate maximalist aims, even calling 2025 the year 
unless it changes course. of Israeli sovereignty in the West Bank and 

an opportunity to begin reducing Gaza’s The case for a ceasefire on both fronts 
Palestinian population through “voluntary is strong. The recent agreement 
emigration”, Trump has expressed a desire between Israel and Hezbollah 
to calm the region.requires Hezbollah (which is so 

weakened that it dropped its Trump is in a position to achieve this goal. 
insistence that a ceasefire in Owing to events in Lebanon, Netanyahu 
southern Lebanon be linked to one in may be sufficiently strong to stare down his 
Gaza) to move its heavy weaponry right-wing coalition partners, form a new resisting one if Israel agrees to terms that are widely 
north of the Litani river, away from the border with government without them, or even get a fresh deemed reasonable.But will Israel agree? It should, 
Israel. Lebanese troops will patrol southern mandate from the voters. And even if not, Trump, because a ceasefire would allow the return of the 
Lebanon, and the Israel defence forces will whom the Israeli right sees as a friend, could lean on more than one hundred remaining hostages in Gaza, 
withdraw from the area and agree not to maintain a Netanyahu and his government in a way that half of whom Israeli intelligence services believe 
presence. Israel has obtained assurances that under President Joe Biden never could. It would be more are still alive. Moreover, as with Lebanon, it is far 
certain conditions, it would still be able to take difficult for Netanyahu to resist Trump’s pressure from clear that Israel stands to gain from continuing 
military action against Hezbollah to frustrate the and much easier for Trump to apply and sustain such military operations in Gaza.
group’s attempts to reconstitute itself along the pressure, given his support among American Hamas is certainly unable to launch another attack 
border or if it were preparing to attack. evangelicals and certain American-Jewish like the one it carried out on October 7, 2023. But 

communities.Richard Nixon comes to mind. Nixon, This accord, if it holds, permits some 60,000 Israelis Israel’s refusal to start a diplomatic process that 
it is said, was able to reach out to Mao’s China to return to their homes after more than a year of would give Palestinians a chance to secure elements 
because he alone didn’t have to worry about displacement. In addition, the ceasefire will allow of their nationalist aspirations has made it possible 
Nixon.Much the same now applies to Trump. He Israel’s exhausted and overextended military to for Hamas — with its insistence on endless struggle 
could build on the ceasefire in Lebanon and press for recover and focus on other challenges, including — to remain relevant.The big question, then, is 
one in Gaza, launching what would be a promising Iran, which is inching ever closer to developing a whether Israel would agree to a political process that 
diplomatic process. Pulling this off would constitute nuclear-weapons capability that would pose an holds out the possibility (however distant, 
quite a coup for the 47th President. The opportunity existential threat to Israel. And the ceasefire should conditional and vague in terms of territorial reach) 
is there for the taking.also spare Lebanon and its people further of creating a Palestinian state. In the near term, such 

THE word “opportunity” rarely appears in the same sentence as the Middle East, and for good reason, but there is a case for suggesting we are approaching an 

exception. An opportunity — if  not for lasting peace, then at least...

A fierce backlash from leading oncologists forced Congress leader Navjot Singh Sidhu — renowned for stepping out and hitting sixes during his cricket days 

— to go on the back foot. With cancer specialists punching holes into his claim that...

Editorial

A gentleman whom I have never met wrote a letter to me last week. He is 74 and holds a post-graduate degree in arts 
from Punjab. He begins his epistle by stating, “Your role in Punjab as the police chief...

Don’t let hate-mongers run riot

New Delhi, Sunday, 1 December 2024 THE SIKH TIMES
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Real GDP growth print of  5.4 

per cent is on the lower side 

and it is disappointing, but 

there are some bright spots, 

says Chief  Economic Advisor 

V Anantha Nageswaran.

NEW DELHI.  INDIA’S REAL Gross improve growth prospects and turn Nageswaran said. “Agriculture has 
Domestic Product (GDP) growth the second quarter numbers into a done quite well. The other bright spot 
slumped to a seven-quarter low of 5.4 fading memory.“Bulk of  the is construction. Over the last full year, 
per cent in July-September 2024, slowdown has been predominantly the construction sector has been 
pulled down by “sluggish growth” in due to the manufacturing sector. And growing at very high single digits and 
manufacturing and a deceleration in some of it is partly due to the presence continued that growth rate in the first 
mining and quarrying, data released of excess capacity elsewhere and 

half of the current financial year as 
by the National Statistics Office imports dumping in India and 

well,” he said.To a question on the (NSO) on Friday showed.The 5.4 per naturally the manufacturing process 
need for an interest rate cut, the CEA cent growth rate in Q2 is lower than s l o w e d  d o w n , ”  h e  
said the numbers were available for all 6.7 per cent in the April-June quarter said.Manufacturing, which accounts 
to see, including the RBI. “They know and 8.1 per cent in July-September for over 17 per cent of the total Gross 
what to do and I will not be 2023. It is at least a percentage point Value Added (GVA) output, grew by 

lower than the consensus estimate just 2.2 per cent in July-September as commenting on this,” Nageswaran 
arrived at through a poll of against 7 per cent growth in April- said.When asked if there is risk to the 
economists.Several factors added up June and 14.3 per cent growth in the Economic Survey’s growth projection 
to what Chief Economic Advisor V corresponding period last year. of 6.5-7 per cent for the full financial 
Anantha Nageswaran described as a Mining and quarrying seem to have year he said, “It is too soon to say that 
“disappointing but not alarming” been sharply hit by the extended 

even 6.5 per cent is in danger. I don’t 
lower growth rate in Q2. Going rainfall as it recorded a contraction of 

think we should extrapolate too forward, he said, doubling down on 0.1 per cent in July-September 
much.”The Reserve Bank of India deregulation, expanding state compared with 7.2 per cent growth in 
(RBI) has projected a much higher capacity for public investment, and the previous quarter and 11.1 per cent 
GDP growth rate of 7.2 per cent for improving hiring and compensation in the year-ago period.
2024-25 and 7.policies in the private sector, will There were some bright spots though, 

Capex slowdown helps govt cut deficit 
by 6.6 per cent in Apr-Oct

disappointing, but there are some bright (GDP) had expanded by 8.1 per cent 
spots," Chief Economic Advisor V in the July-September quarter of 
Anantha Nageswaran said while 2023-24 fiscal and 6.7 per cent in 
addressing media on Q2 GDP first quarter of current fiscal (April-
data.Agriculture and allied sector and June 2024).The previous low level 
construction sector are some of the of GDP growth at 4.3 per cent was 
bright spot, he said, adding, record recorded in the third quarter 
production estimates for kharif (October-December 2022) of 
foodgrains as well as promising rabi financial year 2022-23.With regard 
crop prospects augur well for farm to challenges, Nageswaran said 
income and rural demand. geopolitical conditions remain 

fragile and may continue to impact On the basis of second quarter number, it 
domestic inflation, supply chains cannot be said that 6.5 per cent number 
and capital flows.Elevated asset is in danger as the low second quarter 
prices globally is a risk factor, he number is not a trend, he said.He 
said, adding, exports face greater exuded confidence that economy key to sustained demand growth and Chief Economic Advisor V Anantha 

uncertainties due to potential policy shows resilience underpinned by steady capital formation in the private sector, he Nageswaran on Friday said that second 
development elsewhere and an uncertain demand and strong manufacturing and said, adding, global crude oil prices quarter GDP growth at 5.4 per cent is 
outlook for monetary policy and service sector activity.Talking about other remaining low, bodes well for economic disappointing but maintained that overall 
e conomic  g rowth  in  advanced  bright spot, he said, labour market shows activity and price stability.growth projection for FY25 at 6.5 per cent 
economies.signs of growth, with an easing is “not in danger". The Economic Survey India’s economic growth slowed to near 

unemployment rate and expanding Limits to states’ capacity on capex, capital-projected India’s GDP to grow at 6.5-7 two-year low of 5.4 per cent in the July-
formal workforce, with notable increases intensive growth in private corporate per cent in 2024-25, down from a high of September quarter of this fiscal due to 
in manufacturing jobs and a strong inflow sector and the regulatory environment are 8.2 per cent in the the preceding financial poor performance of manufacturing and 
of youth into organised sectors. medium- to long-term risk factors for year.“Real GDP growth print of 5.4 per mining sectors as well as weak 

economic growth, he added.cent is on the lower side and it is Better growth in labour incomes holds the consumption.The gross domestic product 

Q2 Growth Numbers Disappointing But 6.5% 
GDP Target For Fy25 'Not In Danger': CEA

India signs $98 million deal with 
ADB to enhance horticulture yields

NEW DELHI.  India has signed a $98 These centers will be set up using disease-
million loan agreement with the Asian free foundation materials and roll out a 
Development Bank (ADB) to improve clean plant certification scheme. 
horticulture crop productivity, the Additionally, accredited private 
ministry of finance announced on nurseries will be tested and certified to 
Friday.

ensure farmers have access to high-
"The Government of India and the Asian 

quality planting materials.
Development Bank (ADB) today signed 

The project aims to boost crop 
a $98 million loan to improve 

productivity and help farmers tackle 
horticulture crop farmers' access to 

climate change challenges by providing 
certified disease-free planting materials, 

disease-free materials that enhance 
which will boost their crops' yield, 

long-term resilience, as rising 
quality, and resilience to climate 

temperatures impact pest and disease 
impacts," ministry of finance said in a 

behavior.
statement.The loan agreement, part of 

"The plant health management promoted with the government’s Atmanirbhar he said.According to the finance the "Building India's Clean Plant 
through the project will also help Clean Plant Programme (CPP), which ministry, the project aims to set up clean Programme," was signed by Juhi 
farmers adapt to climate change, as focuses on improving plant health plant centers equipped with state-of-the-Mukherjee, joint secretary, department 
rising temperatures not only cause management.”It will help develop art laboratories for disease diagnostics, of economic affairs, ministry of finance, 
extreme weather events but also affect regulatory framework and institutional staffed with trained experts.and Kai Wei Yeo, officer-in-charge of 
pest and disease behavior" the ministry systems to effectively implement the These centres will maintain disease-free ADB's India Resident Mission.
said.The project will be implemented by CPP for horticulture in India. The project foundation materials and roll out a clean "ADB funding will promote plant health 
ministry of agriculture and farmers will involve close consultation with plant certification scheme. Accredited that is vital for improving productivity of 
welfare, along with the National private nurseries, researchers, state private nurseries will be tested and farmers," Mukherjee said after signing 
Horticulture Board and the Indian governments, and growers' associations certified to ensure farmers have access to the agreement.ADB representative Yeo 
Council of Agricultural Research.to ensure its success and sustainability," high-quality planting materials.highlighted that the project falls in line 

MUMBAI: Ratings agency Crisil report released on 
Friday ruled out any credit risks for Adani Group 
in the medium term. It said the group has 
sufficient liquidity and operational cash flows to 
meet debt obligations and the committed capex.

Crisil said there has been no negative actions so far 
by the group’s lenders and investors following the 
US indictment of the group founder chairman 
Gautam Adani. The group has flexibility to cut 
certain discretionary capex depending on 
developments in financial markets and future 
capital availability, the agency said, adding it has 
a healthy operating income and cash balance that 
reduces dependence on external debt to sustain 
operations.On November 20, after a complaint by 
the US justice department and the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, a New York court had 
indicted eight people of the group including 
chairman Adani, along with cousin Sagar Adani 
and Vneet Jaain, key functionaries of Adani 

Green Energy for alleged securities and wire 
frauds and corruption of $265 million to 
government officials back home to win power 
contracts. The charges relate to alleged violation 
of the SEC guidelines that led to false and 
misleading statements in bond offer documents.

I would know if large amount paid: Adani CFO
Mumbai: Maintaining that no bribes were given to 

govt officials to secure contracts, Adani Group 
CFO Jugeshinder Singh on Friday said he would 
come to know if large amount was paid. The 
individuals named in allegations will respond and 
contest charges at the proper forum, he added.

No credit risks so far for 
Adanis as group has good 

cash balance: Crisil

decline of 14% to Rs 26,365 crore NEW DELHI. The slowing down of 
compared to Rs 30,686 crore in the capital expenditure has helped the 
same period last year.central government keep its books in 

order with fiscal deficit contracting by In the April-October period, corporate 
6.6% in the first seven months (April- tax collections remained stagnant at 
October) of the current financial year, Rs 4.88 lakh crore as compared to Rs 
according to the released by the 4.82 lakh crore. Income tax 
government.The f iscal  defici t  collections during till October 
(difference between total receipts and registered a growth of 20.2% to Rs 6.3 
expenditure) during the period was Rs lakh crore. Central gross domestic Revenue expenditure of the government 
7.5 lakh crore, which is 46.5% of the product collections increased by 11% to – the spending on salaries and pension 
budget target of Rs 16.13 lakh crore. In Rs 5.2 lakh crore.payments – increased by 8.7% to Rs 20 
the same period the previous year, the lakh crore. The total expenditure of the The government has set a target of 
fiscal deficit had breached Rs 8 lakh government breached 51.3% of the limiting the fiscal deficit to 4.9% of the 
crore mark.The central government’s budget target of `48.2 lakh crore. FY25 gross domestic product (GDP). 
spending on infrastructure and other Meanwhile, the growth in gross tax But now with moderation in capital 
assets (capex) has dropped by 14.7% to collection during April-October has expenditure, and higher dividend by the 
Rs 4.7 lakh crore during the first seven moderated to 10.8%, down from 12% Reserve Bank of India, the government 
months of the year. Last year during the up to September.In October 2024, the might reduce the fiscal deficit further. 
same period, the total capex was Rs .5 gross tax collection remained stagnant According to an India Ratings estimate, 
lakh crore. In the current financial year, at Rs 2.2 lakh crore, registering a the fiscal deficit could come down to 
the Centre has a target of spending Rs growth of only 1.64%. Corporate tax 4.71% of the FY25 gross domestic 
11.11 lakh crore on capex. collection in October 2024 registered a product.

SC bars Aakash Institute to 
amend Articles of  
Association plan

NEW DELHI. The Supreme Court on Friday directed 
Byju’s subsidiary Aakash Institute not to implement 
the resolution to amend its Articles of Association 
(AoA), which was passed at the EGM (extraordinary 
general meeting). While on November 20, the 
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) blocked 
the resolution, it was later stayed by the Karnataka 
High Court.The resolution is said to have the 
potential to dilute shareholding rights of certain 
investors. A Bench led by Chief Justice of India 
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice PV Sanjay Kumar directed 
Aakash to approach the NCLAT within seven 
days.As per reports, both Aakash and Manipal Health 
Systems, which is a shareholder, informed the SC that 
they would not pursue the writ petition in the 
Karnataka High Court against the NCLT order. 
Reports suggest the NCLAT has been directed to 
decide the case uninfluenced by the decision of the 
high court.Singapore VII Topco, entity owned by 

Blackstone, which holds a 6.97% stake in Aakash had 
filed a mismanagement and oppression petition with 
the NCLT and investors had argued that whatever 
changes proposed aimed at diluting their stake in the 
company. Aakash Institute is the profitable subsidiary 
of beleaguered edtech firm Byju’s.

MUMBAI. Loans against gold jewellery by banks 
have grown by 50.4% in the first seven months of 
the current financial year. The sharp increase comes 
even as credit in every other personal loan segment 
grew in single digits.Data on sectoral deployment of 
bank credit released by RBI on Friday showed gold 
loans outstanding as of Oct 18, 2024, at Rs 1,54,282 
crore. At the end of March 2024, total gold loans 
outstanding stood at Rs 1,02,562 crore. The year-
on-year growth was 56%, compared to 13% in 
October 2023.Bankers said the spike in gold loans in 
the first seven months could be attributed to several 
factors, including a shift from NBFCs and a 
preference for secured loans over unsecured ones. 
Bank loans to NBFCs have shrunk by 0.7% to Rs 1.5 
lakh crore during the first seven months of the 
year.Bankers also noted that the rise in gold loans 
could be due to the increase in its prices, which 
provides borrowers an opportunity to repay old 
loans and secure higher new loans. Some analysts 
view the growing demand for gold loans as a sign of 
financial distress.Last month, RBI directed banks 
and finance companies to review their gold loan 
policies and procedures, instructing them to rectify 
any deficiencies within three months. This followed 
a review that uncovered irregular practices, such as 
hiding bad loans through evergreening.

In the personal loan segment, the year-to-date growth 
in home loans was 5.6%. The home loan books of 
banks rose to Rs 28.7 lakh crore. Year-on-year 
growth in home loans was 12.1%, compared to 
36.6% in October 2023.The next highest growth 
was in credit card outstanding, which rose by 9.2% 
in seven months to Rs 2.81 lakh crore. The increase 
in outstanding credit was in line with the rise in 
online transactions during the period. However, 
growth in other personal loans, including unsecured 
loans, was sluggish at 3.3%.

GDP growth rate slumps to near 
two-year low of 5.4% in July-Sept

Bank credit growth slows to 
12.8% in October
NEW DELHI.  Non-food credit of banks registered a 

growth of 12.8 per cent in October as against 15.5 per 
cent in the year-ago month, according to the Reserve 
Bank of India’s latest data.In October, non-food 
credit of lenders stood at Rs 167.54 lakh crore as 
against Rs 148.52 lakh crore in October 2023, the 
data showed.The slowdown in the credit growth 
compared to the previous year can be attributed to a 
higher base effect due to the merger of HDFC Ltd 
and HDFC Bank and RBI measures such as higher 
risk weights and the proposed Liquidity Coverage 
Ratio (LCR) norms, CareEdge Ratings said in a 
recent report.The decrease in advances growth in 

October was mainly on account of dip in growth in 
personal loans and credit to the agriculture sector.

Personal loans registered a growth of 15.8 per cent (y-
o-y) at Rs 52.79 lakh crore in October 2024 as 
compared with a 18 per cent in the year-ago month. 
This slowdown was largely due to decline in growth 
in other personal loans (11.5 per cent vs 22.9 per 
cent), vehicle loans (11.4 per cent vs 20 per cent) and 
credit card outstanding (16.9 per cent vs 28 per 
cent).However, housing – the largest constituent of 
the personal loan segment – recorded an accelerated 
y-o-y growth of 17.8 per cent in October 2024 as 
against 14.3 per cent, the data showed. Credit to 
agriculture and allied activities registered a growth 
of 15.5 per cent (y-o-y) in October 2024, compared 
with 17.4 per cent seen in the same month of last year.

Gold loans grow over 50% in 
seven months

Crisil said there has been no negative 
actions so far by the group’s lenders and 

investors following the US indictment of the 
group founder chairman Gautam Adani.
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�Imran Patel, a 35-year-old 
professional cricketer, died on 
Wednesday night after suffering a 
massive cardiac arrest during a 
league match at Pune's Garware 
Stadium. While walking back to the 
pavilion due to chest and arm pain, 
the opening batsman suddenly 
collapsed, shocking players and 
spectators alike.

NEWS BOX

New Delhi.  

before the game," Prasidh 
Krishna said in the video.Watch 
the video here"The seam is not 
visible very quickly. Some 
batters are there who bat while 
seeing the sign. But the pink ball 
doesn't show from which side 
shine is there. This is coming off 
after skidding," Mukesh Kumar 
added.

India have played only 4 pink-ball 
Tests and have managed a win 
in three of those. Their only loss 

The Indian pacers gave a review came against Australia in 2020 
of bowling with the pink ball ahead of the when the team was bundled out 
2nd Test vs Australia. India will face for their lowest Test score of 36 

for the batters.Australia in a pink-ball Test at the Adelaide runs."Its tough for the batters, there is a lot of 
Oval, starting December 6. Before the 2nd "I think when we picked up the pink ball, it bounce from the pink ball," Akash Deep 
Test, India prepared for a practice game vs was slightly bigger than the red ball. The said.
Australia Prime Minister's XI at the Manuka seam, the little bit that I know, is tied up, Yash Dayal also opened up about bowling to 
Oval. However, Day 1 of the two-day which makes it heavier, and it does give a lot India's veterans Virat Kohli and Rohit 
practice contest was delayed due to rain in more off the seam. For me, it is going to do Sharma.”I have bowled to Virat and Rohit 
Canberra. In a video released by the BCCI more than the red ball, in terms of shine and bhai, and I feel that the ball is not swinging a 
on their social media, the Indian pacers also when the lights come on. Also takes lot, the seam position has to be straight. If 
admitted the uncertain nature of the pink away for reverse swing. As bowlers, we are you keep the line and length intact, the ball 
ball and how it could pose a tough challenge also learning a few more sessions to go will do things on its own," Yash Dayal said.

New Delhi. the pressure on the home side. The contest Former New Zealand captain 
remains evenly poised as Williamson and Kane Williamson became the first ever New 
Ravindra focus on rebuilding the innings.Zealand batter to complete 9,000 Test runs. 

Fastest to 9000 Test runs (by matches taken)He achieved this feat on Day 3 of the 1st Test 
between New Zealand and England at the 99 - Steve Smith
Hagley Oval in Christchurch. Williamson 101 - Brian Lara
also became the third-joint fastest batter to 103 - Kumar Sangakkara
do so. Williamson achieved the huge feat 103 - Younis Khan
during New Zealand's 2nd innings in the 103 - Kane Williamson
18th over, bowled by Gus Atkinson, as he Williamson's brilliant return
received a huge round of applause from the Former New Zealand captain Kane 
crowd. Australia's Steve Smith is the fastest Williamson made a return to the Test side as 
batter to achieve the record feat, followed by if he had never left. On Day 1 of the 1st Test 
Brian Lara.Williamson became the third- between England and New Zealand, the star 
fastest batter alongside Kumar Sangakkara Kiwi player scored a magnificent 93, 
and Younis Khan to achieve the feat in 103 braving the tough conditions.
matches. As England continued to dominate mistimed a pull shot to wide mid-on, leaving However, Williamson missed out on a well-
the proceedings in the 1st Test, Williamson the hosts in a tricky position. However, Kane deserving hundred as he departed for 93, just 
came to New Zealand's rescue. In the 2nd Williamson and Rachin Ravindra steadied seven runs short of the three-figure mark. 
innings, Chris Woakes provided England the innings with a composed partnership, This was the first time since 2018 when 
with a solid start, dismissing both New ensuring no further damage. Williamson departed in, his nervous nineties 
Zealand openers early.Tom Latham edged England's bowlers maintained discipline, and could not complete his hundred in Test 
one to the slip cordon, while Devon Conway offering very few loose deliveries, keeping cricket.

Kane Williamson becomes 1st ever New 
Zealand batter to complete 9000 Test runs

New Delhi. India are leaving no stone 
unturned in their preparation to face the 
challenge of the pink-ball Test in Adelaide. 
Stand-in captain Jasprit Bumrah cautioned 
against complacency following the historic 
win in the series opener in Perth, stating that 
India would begin from zero ahead of the 
second Test. The team seems fully 
committed to embodying that mindset in 
their preparations.While preparations with 
the pink ball commenced during the Perth 
Test, India are maximising their opportunity 
to train in Canberra, where they will play a 
two-day warm-up match against Australia's 

Board President's XI on Saturday and 
Sunday.India arrived in Canberra on 
Wednesday and held their first training 
session at the Manuka Oval on Friday, a day 
after meeting Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese at Parliament House. The 
focus of the session was entirely on 
acclimatising to the pink ball.Not even a 
steady spell of drizzle could deter India from 
training on Friday at the Manuka Oval.

Assistant coach Abhishek Nayar, who 
supervised India’s preparations in the 
absence of Gautam Gambhir, emphasised 
the players’ determination to optimise their 
training time in the lead-up to the second 
Test, which starts on 6th December.

"Part of coming to Australia is that you have to 
be mentally tough. The keenness of the 
players you saw batting is a testament to that.

"A lot of times when there’s rain, groundsmen 
are hesitant to open up the wickets because 
they’re unsure how the ball will behave. But 
seeing the players eager to go out and face 
the new ball, fast bowlers, and spinners was a 
positive sign.In Australia, you generally 
expect good conditions. It was encouraging 
to see the team trying to get accustomed.

complaining of chest and arm three kids, including a four-
pain.Patel, opening the batting for month-old daughter. Besides 
his team, had faced only a few overs managing a local cricket team, 
when he signalled discomfort and Patel owned a real estate business 
informed the on-field umpires of and a juice shop, making him a 
pain in his left arm and chest. With respected and loved figure in the 
their consent, he began to leave the area. This tragic incident comes 
field but collapsed unexpectedly just months after another cricketer, 
just moments later. The incident, Habib Shaikh, passed away under 
captured live as the match was similar circumstances during a 
b e i n g  s t r e a m e d ,  p r o m p t e d  match in Pune. While Shaikh had a 
immediate action from teammates known history of diabetes, Patel’s 
and officials, who rushed him to a sudden cardiac arrest, despite his 
nearby private hospital. Sadly, he apparent good health, has left 
was pronounced dead on arrival, many baffled.
with doctors confirming a massive Tributes have poured in from 
cardiac arrest as the cause.The teammates, fans, and prominent 
cricketing fraternity and the local figures in the local cricketing 
community have been left in shock community, all mourning the loss 

New Delhi. Imran Patel, a 35-year-old by Patel's sudden demise. Known Naseer Khan, another cricketer who was part of a player and individual who professional cricketer, died after suffering a for his exceptional fitness and active of the match, was quoted as saying by the embodied passion and commitment. A fatal cardiac arrest during a local league presence on the field, his demise has sparked Times of India "He was in good physical condolence meeting is being planned to match at the Pune Stadium on Wednesday conversations about the increasing incidents condition. In fact, he was an allrounder who honor Patel’s memory, with calls for night. Patel, an all-rounder, collapsed while of cardiac-related deaths in sports. "He didn't loved the game. We're all still in increased awareness and preventive walking back to the pavilion after have history of any medical condition," said shock."Imran is survived by his wife and measures for athletes' health and safety.

New Delhi. 

team on the day. The new manager knowledge, and winning mentality 
is set to officially begin his duties will undoubtedly bring great value to 
the following day, with his first us, and we look forward to supporting 
match in charge scheduled for him in achieving success for our fans 
Tuesday against West Ham and our club."Van Nistelrooy's 
United.In his first statement as managerial career includes a stint at 
Leicester boss, Van Nistelrooy PSV Eindhoven, where he won the 
expressed enthusiasm about the Dutch Cup during the 2022-23 season 
role: "I'm proud, I'm excited," Van before stepping down. Most recently, 
Nistelrooy said in a statement. he served as interim manager at 
"Everybody that I speak to about Manchester United, securing three 
Leicester City Football Club is wins and a draw in four matches 
enthusiastic. They have great before being succeeded by Ruben 

Leicester City have stories about the quality of the Amorim.
announced the appointment of former people working at the club, the His appointment marks a significant 
Manchester United striker Ruud van supporters and, of course, the recent chapter for Leicester City, a club that 
Nistelrooy as their new head coach. The history of the club is impressive. I'm enjoyed a fairy-tale Premier League 
48-year-old Dutchman has signed a excited to start and to get to know title win in 2015-16 but experienced 
contract running until the end of the everyone and give everything I can relegation in 2023. They quickly 
2027 season, replacing Steve Cooper, for the football club."The club's bounced back to the top flight under 
who was dismissed following a 2-1 c h a i r m a n ,  A i y a w a t t  Srivaddhanaprabha said. "He joins a Enzo Maresca, who later joined 
defeat to Chelsea last Sunday.Van Srivaddhanaprabha, welcomed the club with a rich history, passionate Chelsea.Currently 16th in the Premier 
Nistelrooy will attend Leicester's Dutchman, highlighting his winning supporters, and a talented squad, and League and one point above the 
Premier League match against mentality and experience:"It is my we are all excited to see the impact he relegation zone, Leicester face a critical 
Brentford on Saturday, although first- pleasure to welcome Ruud to Leicester can have as we embark on this new period as they seek stability under their 
team coach Ben Dawson will lead the C i t y , "  c h a i r m a n  A i y a w a t t  chapter together. "Ruud's experience, new manager.

Imran Patel, 35-year-old cricketer, dies 
of cardiac arrest at Pune stadium

Premier League: Leicester City appoint 
Ruud van Nistelrooy as new head coach

Indian pacers review bowling with pink ball 
before AUS Test: Tough for batters

New Delhi. Pep Guardiola, one of the most 
successful managers in modern football, has 
admitted he is under pressure to turn 
Manchester City's fortunes around after a rare 
slump in form. The reigning Premier League 
champions are on a six-game winless streak, 
with five losses and one draw across all 
competitions, ahead of their high-stakes clash 
with Liverpool at Anfield on Sunday.

Despite signing a two-year contract extension 
last week that ties him to the Etihad Stadium 
until 2027, Guardiola acknowledges that his 
position is not untouchable. However, the 
Spaniard credits the unprecedented success 
he has brought to the club-six Premier League 
titles in seven years and 18 trophies overall-

for giving him a cushion from the sack. "At 
this football club you have to win and if you 
don't win, you will be in trouble," Guardiola 
told a news conference on Friday

"I know the people say: 'Why is Pep not in 
trouble, why is Pep not sacked?' What we 
have done the last eight years is why I have 
this margin. What's for sure is I want to stay. I 
want to do it. But the moment I feel I am not 
positive for the club another one will come. It 
has  to  be."Guardiola  s t ressed his  
determination to rectify the team's form, but 
admitted it is a daunting challenge. "I have to 
find a solution. I'm trying every day. I have to 
prove myself now, just like I have always 
done," he said.City's recent struggles have 
left them eight points behind Premier League 
leaders Liverpool, and a defeat on Sunday 
would widen the gap to 11 points. Guardiola 
downplayed title aspirations at this stage, 
describing them as "unrealistic" given the 
team's poor run."In the situation we are in, it is 
not realistic to think about big targets," 
Guardiola said. "The focus is on the next 
game and regaining momentum. Thinking 
about winning the title in November or 
December has never been realistic, even in 
good situations.

Manchester City boss Pep 
Guardiola feels past success 

keeping sack questions at bay

New Delhi. Former India cricketer Aakash 
Chopra picked Axar Patel as the captain of 
Delhi Capitals for IPL 2025. Aakash went 
for Axar over KL Rahul as DC's captaincy 
option. He felt that Axar had been really 
underrated and showcased confidence in 
him to run the team well. There could be a 
toss-up between Rahul and Axar for the 
captaincy option for the Capitals as they let 
go of Rishabh Pant ahead of the auction. DC 
managed to acquire the services of KL Rahul 
for Rs 14 crore in the IPL 2025 mega 
auction.Who will be the captain? Their 
situation is like KKR. It could be Axar Patel. 
I don't mind him being the captain. If you 
give me the option, I would say make Axar 
the captain. He is extremely underrated, a 
very mature, fantastic performer, and he will 
run the team very well. He is someone who 
will command respect," Aakash said on his 
YouTube channel.

Who can captain Capitals?
Aakash pointed out that Faf du Plessis also 

could be another captaincy prospect for the 
Capitals. He was bought by the franchise for 
Rs 2 crore after RCB released him.KL Rahul 
could be the other option. The third could be 
Faf du Plessis if they wish, but they might 
not play Faf from the start because they used 
the Right To Match card for Jake Fraser-
McGurk. So I am thinking between Axar and 
Rahul but the management hasn't given any 
clarity yet. My vote goes towards Axar 
because his performances on this ground 
have been exceptional," he observed.Axar 
was retained by DC for Rs 16.50 crore ahead 
of the auction. He is also the only player left 
in DC's core squad from IPL 2020 final.

Aakash also called Rahul a steal buy for Rs 14 
crore.

"When they couldn't take Shreyas Iyer and 
Rishabh Pant, they said they were getting 
KL Rahul for 14 crore. An absolute steal buy. 
Someone might say fair price, but I would 
say an absolute steal because it is a very 
small ground and has a flat pitch," he said. 

Border-Gavaskar Trophy: 
India brave rain and train to 
conquer pink-ball demons

Not KL Rahul Aakash 
Chopra picks Axar Patel as 
DC's captain in IPL 2025

Former Manchester United 

forward Ruud van Nistelrooy 

was appointed as the new 

manager of  Leicester City, the 

Premier League club 

announced on Friday.

�The Indian speedsters opened up 

about their experiences of  

bowling with the pink ball ahead 

of  the 2nd Test vs Australia. India 

lead the 5-match series 1-0 vs 

Australia.
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