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Hemant Soren takes oath
as Jharkhand Chief Minister

Simmi Kaur Babbar
Ranchi, Nov 28: Hemant Soren took oath as

14th Chief Minister of Jharkhand in a grand cer-
emony in Ranchi on Thursday. The
swearing-in ceremony was attended
by a host of prominent political
leaders, including Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge, Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi and West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee. Jharkhand Governor
Santosh Kumar Gangwar adminis-
tered the oath of of fice and secrecy
to Soren. This marks the 49-year-
old JMM leader’s fourth term as
Chief Minister. Soren retained his
Barhait seat in the recent assembly
elections, defeating BJP’s Gamliyel
Hembrom by a margin of 39,791
votes. The JMM-led alliance won a
resounding victor y, securing 56
seats in the 81-member Jharkhand
Assembly, while the BJP-led NDA
secured 24 seats. Schools in Ranchi
city were shut on Thursday in view of the swear-
ing in of the Hemant Soren government. The

ceremony was attended by several key opposi-
tion leaders, including AICC President
Mallikarjun Kharge, Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee, NCP Chief Sharad Pawar, Meghalaya
CM Conrad Sangma, Punjab CM Bhagwant

Mann, Himachal Pradesh CM Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu, and other key leaders like Ar vind
Kejriwal, Uddhav Thackeray, Akhilesh Yadav,
Mehbooba Mufti, and Tejashwi Yadav. Security

was heightened across the
city, with traf fic regulations
and school closures in
Ranchi to accommodate the
event. Posters marking the
occasion were seen through-
out the city, and Hemant
Soren, along with senior of fi-
cials, visited the Morabadi
ground the previous evening
to review the arrangements.
While Soren took oath alone
for now, the expansion of his
cabinet will take place after a
vote of confidence in the
assembly, as confirmed by
Jharkhand Congress in-
charge Ghulam Ahmad Mir.
"It's heartening to have such
esteemed leaders join us for
this impor tant occasion,"

said Soren, reflecting on the significance of the
event.

Close behind Sambhal mosque violence,
'temple inside' claims reach Ajmer Dargah

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, Nov 28: A Hindu outfit's claim

of the existence of a Shiva temple inside the
revered Dargah of sufi saint Moinuddin
Chishti in Ajmer has sparked a political con-
troversy, with the Opposition saying that
it is just a tactic of the government to
divert people's attention from issues that
matter. Vishnu Gupta, President of the
National Hindu Army who had filed a
case claiming there is a Lord Shiva tem-
ple within Ajmer's Khwaja Moinuddin
Chishti Dargah shrine, on Wednesday
said a local court in the city has directed
that notice be issued to three parties in
the civil suit. What the plea seeks:
Plaintiff Vishnu Gupta said they demand
that the Ajmer Dargah be declared as
“Sankat Mochan Mahadev Temple” and
if the dargah has any kind of registra-
tion, it should be cancelled. Gupta also
demanded that a survey is done through
Archeological Survey of India (ASI), adding
that Hindus should be given the right to wor-
ship there. Ajmer court issues notice: An
Ajmer court has ordered the issuance of

notices to three parties, including the Dargah
Committee, the ASI, and the Ministry of
Minority Affairs, in response to the petition
claiming there is a Shiva temple inside Ajmer
Dargah, Syed Naseruddin Chishty, Chairman
of the All India Sufi Sajjadanashin Council

said. Next court hearing: Vishnu Gupta's
advocate, Yogesh Siroja, said that the suit was
heard in the court of Civil Judge Manmohan
Chandel. The suit, claiming that there is a
Shiva temple in the Dargah, was filed in
September seeking directions to start the wor-

ship in the temple again. The next hearing is
on December 20. Sambhal violence: The
development comes close on the heels of vio-
lence that broke out on November 24 during a
court-ordered survey of a mosque in Uttar
Pradesh's Sambhal, killing four people and
injuring many including policemen. A local
court had ordered survey of a mosque which
petitioners said was built after destroying an
old temple. Owaisi says BJP-RSS spreading
hatred: All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) MP Asaduddin Owaisi targeted the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) over the
Ajmer Dargah row, highlighting the history of
the place. Owaisi said that previous Prime
Ministers from Jawaharlal Nehru have sent
"chadars" to the dargah which has been there
for 800 years. "Why have BJP-RSS spread this
hatred regarding mosques and Dargahs?"
Owaisi said. Khadims' body flags concerns: A
body representing the 'Khadims' of the Ajmer
dargah condemned the plea seeking to
declare the shrine of Khawaja Gharib Nawaz
as a temple, saying right-wing forces were try-
ing to "isolate" Muslims and "disrupt" commu-
nal harmony in the country.

SC issues notice to Yasin Malik, others on CBI's
plea to transfer trial in two cases

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Nov 28: The Supreme

Court on Thursday sought
response from J-K separatist leader
Yasin Malik and others on a plea by
the Central Bureau of Investigation
to transfer the trial in two cases
from Jammu to New Delhi. A
Bench of Justices Abhay S Oka and
Augustine George Masih issued
notice to Malik and other accused
and directed them to file response
by December 18. During the pro-
ceedings, Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta told the Bench that Malik
need not be physically taken to
Jammu court for trial in the kidnap-
ping case as Tihar jail has a court
with video-conferencing facilities.
“We have filed applications for
amending the cause title. We have also
placed on record the fact that there
already exists a fully functional court in
the jail itself with all the facilities of video
conferencing also, if needed. And in the

past proceedings have taken place in that
courtroom in jail,” SG Mehta submitted
the court. The top court was hearing a

CBI plea against the September 20, 2022
order of a Jammu trial court that direct-
ed Malik, serving life term in Tihar jail,
to be produced before it physically to
cross-examine the prosecution witness-

es in the kidnapping case of Rubaiya
Sayeed, daughter of politician Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed. Observing that
even Mumbai terror attack convict Ajmal
Kasab was given a fair trial, the bench
had earlier said that it could order trial to
take place inside the jail besides asking
the judge to come to the national capital
for the proceedings. Mehta had said
Malik physically appearing in the
Supreme Court had raised security con-
cerns previously. In 2023, Mehta wrote
to then Union Home Secretary Ajay
Kumar Bhalla flagging a “serious securi-
ty lapse” after Malik was brought to the
Supreme Court to appear in a case.
Malik, serving life sentence in a terror-
funding case, was brought to the high-
security apex court premises in a prison
van escorted by armed security person-
nel without the court's permission.
Voicing surprise at his presence, Mehta
informed the apex court there was a pro-
cedure for high-risk convicts to be
allowed into the courtroom to argue
their case personally.

Constitution copy in hand, Priyanka Gandhi takes oath as LS MP
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Nov. 28: Holding up a copy of
the Constitution, Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra took oath as a Lok Sabha MP on
Thursday to begin her journey as an elected
representative of the people five years after she
joined active politics. The 52-year-old, who joins
her mother Sonia and brother Rahul as an MP
in what is a rare instance of three members of
a family together in Parliament, took affirma-
tion in Hindi. The MP from Wayanad in Kerala
held up a red and black copy of the
Constitution, which Rahul Gandhi has been dis-
playing at his public meetings, as she took her
oath. Dressed in a cream Kasavu saree from
Kerala, Priyanka Gandhi rose to take oath amid
cheers of 'Jodo Jodo, Bharat Jodo' from the
Congress benches. She took oath with
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, her
mother and Congress Parliamentary Party
(CPP) chief Sonia Gandhi, husband Robert
Vadra, son Raihan and daughter Miraya watch-
ing from the galleries. Congress MPs earlier
met at the CPP office in the Parliament premis-

es where Priyanka Gandhi was greeted and
congratulated by leaders. After taking oath,
Priyanka Gandhi completed the formalities and
then shared a warm hug with her broth-
er and Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi. Ravindra Chavan
(Congress), who won the Nanded bypoll
also took oath in Marathi in the name of
god. The bypoll was necessitated follow-
ing the demise of his father Vasantrao
Chavan recently. The House was
adjourned after the oaths as opposition
members came to the Well of the House
and raised slogans, demanding a discus-
sion on the Adani issue and the Sambhal
violence. As MPs exited the House, lead-
ers made a beeline to congratulate
Priyanka Gandhi and on the steps of the
Makar Dwar. Congress MPs gathered as
Rahul Gandhi clicked a photograph of
Priyanka Gandhi with the Samvidhan Sadan in
the background. Priyanka Gandhi also met the
Congress president after taking oath and took
his blessings. She took the plunge into active
politics in 2019 and was later appointed

Congress general secretary. Five years after
that, Priyanka Gandhi begins her journey as an
elected representative of the people. With a

winning margin of more than 4.1 lakh votes,
she surpassed the tally of her brother Rahul
Gandhi from Wayanad in Kerala. Priyanka
Gandhi's entry into Parliament comes at a diffi-
cult time for the party, which has been jolted by

electoral defeats in Haryana and Maharashtra.
It would be interesting to see if she is able to
give a much-needed fillip to the grand old party

and help put it back on the electoral track.
Often drawing comparisons with her grand-
mother Indira Gandhi for their similarity in
looks and way of speaking, Priyanka Gandhi
has been the go-to campaigner for the party
since her entry into active politics and even
before that when she campaigned for her
mother Sonia and brother Rahul. And more
than both, she is the one who many say has
the easiest touch when it comes to commu-
nicating with people, individuals and crowds,
and also in articulating the party's viewpoint
on a range of issues. That she is often seen
with her brother, sometimes teasing, some-
times chiding and always affectionate, has
added to the image of the convivial politician.
Frequently referring to her childhood, the

pain of her father Rajiv Gandhi's assassination
and her mother's grief, she steered the
Congress' campaign during the general elec-
tion, adroitly walking the tightrope between
striking a familial chord and discussing nation-

al-level issues. She proved to be a strategist,
orator and mass mobiliser -- all rolled into one.
Most of her speeches are akin to a conversation
with the crowd, establishing a connect and giv-
ing people the impression that here was a per-
son who was known to them, someone sharing
her feelings and thoughts with them. As star
campaigner and strategiser, Priyanka Gandhi
helped the Congress make impressive gains in
some states as well as in the Lok Sabha polls
held earlier in the year. Her campaign helped
the Congress get 99 seats in the general elec-
tion, up from 52 in 2019. Priyanka Gandhi has
often been projected as a possible challenger to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi from Varanasi
and also as a successor to Congress veteran
Sonia Gandhi in the family pocket borough of
Rae Bareli. However, soon after the Election
Commission announced the Wayanad bypoll,
the Congress declared that Priyanka Gandhi
would be its candidate from the seat in Kerala.
Rahul Gandhi, it decided, would retain the Rae
Bareli parliamentary constituency in Uttar
Pradesh and vacate the Wayanad seat he won
for the second consecutive time.

High Court refuses to ban
ISKCON activities in Bangladesh

ST Correspondent
Dhaka, Nov 28: Chinmoy Krishna Das, a Hindu

leader associated with the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), who faces several
charges, is escorted by the police at the Chattogram
Metropolitan Magistrate Court, in Chattogram,
Bangladesh, November 26, 2024. Reuters The High
Court on Thursday refused to pass a suo motu order
on banning ISKCON's activities in Bangladesh after it
was informed that the government authorities have
taken necessary measures, The Daily Star said.
Supreme Court lawyer Md Monir Uddin placed some
newspaper reports about International Society for
Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) before the HC
bench on Wednesday and had prayed for a suo motu
(voluntary) order to the government to ban the organ-
isation and impose Section 144 in Chattogram,
Rangpur and Dinajpur. The court had asked the attor-
ney general to inform the steps taken by the govern-
ment regarding ISKCON's recent activities. When the
proceedings started on Thursday, the attorney gener-
al's office placed the information before the HC bench
of Justice Farah Mahbub and Justice Debasish Roy
Chowdhury. The bench hoped that the government
must remain cautious about protecting the law and
order situation and lives and properties of the people of
Bangladesh, The Daily Star added. 

Pilot, 25, dies by suicide;
boyfriend forced her to quit non-
veg, humiliate her, alleges family

New Delhi, Nov 28: Female pilot of Air
India Srishti Tuli--who lived at the Kanakia
Rain Forest building in the Marol area--died by
suicide on Monday.  Tuli, 25, hanged herself to
death with a data cable at her rented flat in
Mumbai. Her boyfriend Aditya Pandit (27)
was arrested on Tuesday after one of Tuli's
relatives accused him of harassing and abus-
ing her and forcing her to stop eating non-veg-
etarian food, the FIR said . According to the
official from Powai police station, she was
from Uttar Pradesh and had been living in
Mumbai for work since June last year. She and
Pandit had met while pursuing a commercial
pilot course in Delhi two years ago and got
into a relationship. The suicide came to light
after Pandit started his journey to Delhi by car.
During the drive, Tuli called Pandit saying she
would end her life. Pandit rushed to Mumbai
and found the door of her flat locked from
inside, the official said. He then got the door
opened with the help of a key maker and found
Tuli hanging with a data cable. She was taken
to the SevenHills Hospital, where doctors
declared her dead. No suicide note was found
in the house, the official said. He alleging that
Pandit would harass her and even humiliate
her in public.

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, Nov 28: AAP supre-

mo Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday
intensified his criticism of the BJP-
led Central Government, accusing

it of failing to ensure law and order
in Delhi. Addressing a press con-
ference at party office, Kejriwal
said, “There is an atmosphere of
fear and insecurity everywhere in
Delhi. Women feel unsafe stepping
out after 7 pm and parents worry
about their daughters going out-
side.” He alleged that incidents of
extortion, shootings and public

crimes have become alarmingly
common under the watch of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah. "The
BJP and the Home Ministry have
turned Delhi into a hub of extortion

and violence,"
Kejriwal charged.
While highlight-
ing the achieve-
ments of AAP in
health, education
and electricity
during his tenure,
the former Delhi
Chief Minister
criticised the BJP
for its alleged
mismanagement
of law enforce-
ment. He added

that although the Delhi Police is
under the Union Home Ministry's
jurisdiction, it has "failed to fulfil its
responsibilities". Party leaders
Manish Sisodia, Sanjay Singh and
Saurabh Bharadwaj were present
during the press conference. With
Assembly polls due in February,
AAP and the BJP have been at log-
gerheads over law and order situa-
tion in the national capital.

Kejriwal continues attack on Centre
over law and order in Delhi

Mumbai/New Delhi, Nov 28: A wanted
terrorist, with links to the Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) and a terror case filed against him in
Bengaluru, has been deported to India from
Rwanda, an official statement said on

Thursday. He is identified as Salman
Rehman Khan, wanted by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) and Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) against
whom the Interpol had issued a Red Corner
Notice. Khan's return was coordinated by
the NIA, CBI and Interpol National Central

Bureau, Kigali (Rwanda's capital) in central
East Africa. The NIA had lodged a case
against him last year pertaining to criminal
conspiracy, for being a member of the
dreaded terror organisation (LeT) and sup-

porting it, slapping him with offences
related to the Arms Act and Explosive
Substances Act. An FIR was also lodged
against Khan in Hebbal Police Station in
Bengaluru city for offences of supplying
arms, ammunition and explosives to
carry out terror activities in the
Karnataka capital. Following a request
from the CBI, the NIA had got the
Interpol RCN issued against Khan on
August 2, which was circulated to all law
enforcement agencies worldwide to
track him down. He was finally geo-
located in Rwanda and in collaboration
with the Interpol Kigali authorities, he

was brought back to India to face the law by
an NIA team this morning. Last fortnight,
the CBI in coordination with Interpol had
geo-tracked a criminal wanted by the
Mumbai Police, Barkat Ali Khan, and
brought him back from Saudi Arabia (on
November 14). 

Lashkar terrorist, with case in Bengaluru,
deported from Rwanda to India
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healthy and pure electoral roll is very house verification was conducted by NEW DELHI: Over 2.25 lakh forms 
important in ensuring that only Booth Level Officers (BLOs) starting for the addition of names to the voters' 
eligible voters exercise their rights on August 20, 2024, when they visited list, correction in voters’ details, and 
the poll day and there is no bogus every household in the capital to deletion were received by the election 
voting. To achieve the objective of a identify eligible voters still not office during the month-long 
clean and healthy electoral roll, the registered and prospective electors summary revision exercise, chief 
ECI conducts a special summary who will turn 18 by October 1, 2025, electoral officer of Delhi, Alice Vaz, 
revision every year.Vaz said as part of and entries requiring deletion, such as said on Thursday.Today is the last day 
the pre-revision activities, house-to- those for deceased. of the special summary revision 

exercise when eligible persons still 
not registered as voters in the city can 
apply, online or offline, for the 
addition of their names to the 
electoral roll.Those who either 
shifted within the city or have 
discrepancies in their names or 
addresses in the voter list can also fill 
up the relevant forms to apply.

The final electoral roll wil be published 
on January 6, 2025. With the Delhi 
assembly polls due in February next 
year, officials said the Election 
Commission of India may announce 
the date after the publication of the 
final electoral roll.Before the start of 
the summary revision exercise on 
October 29, a draft electoral roll of 
Delhi was published, which had 
nearly 1.54 crore registered voters.

Vaz said the process of receiving forms 
will continue beyond this date as part 
of the continuous updation process to 
ensure maximum participation and 
accuracy in the electoral roll.A 

Pataudi lawyer’s body with neck 
injuries found in Rewari

Over 2.25 lakh voters' registration and correction 
requests received in Delhi's electoral roll revision

sheet replaces this with BNS Section source said, citing the accused's Gurgaon. Police have invoked the section 
103(2), which specifies punishment for a statements given during their of lynching — which was introduced in 
group of five or more that commit murder interrogation.The source said a India's criminal laws this year after 
on the grounds of "race, caste, bullet hit Aryan on his head near the Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita (BNS) replaced 
community, sex, place of birth, language, left ear. "Harshit stopped the car on IPC in July — in its charge sheet on the 
personal belief or any other similar noticing that Aryan was bleeding. murder of a 20-year-old student who was 
ground". The vigilantes stopped too. Anil chased and shot dead by cow vigilantes 

Kaushik said he got out of the Swift this Aug.Aryan Mishra, a resident of IPC did not have a specific section for 
and again fired at Aryan because he Faridabad's NIT-5, was in a Duster that lynchings. This will be among the 
didn't step out of the Duster. Anil was chased by the vigilantes, who were in earliest cases in the country to see BNS 
suspected that someone in the Duster a Swift with a ‘lal-neela' beacon, for 103(2) being invoked.Faridabad police 
may retaliate. This bullet hit Aryan 29km, according to the charge sheet. Anil also added two more offences against the 

noodles that night, but before they could on his chest," the source said.It was Kaushik, the main accused who was at the accused in the charge sheet – BNS 
reach the eatery, the Swift tried to only when the two women in the Duster time a member of Faridabad's cow Section 61(2A) for criminal conspiracy, 
intercept them in Sector 21C. Thinking it started screaming that the vigilantes protection task force (Haryana has one in and 238 (2) for intentionally concealing 
was police who wanted to arrest Shanky, realised they had chased the wrong group, each district), and his four accomplices evidence. Other FIR charges for unlawful 
wanted in an assault case, Harshit hit the the officer said, adding that they got back had claimed they were acting on a tip-off assembly and rioting with deadly 
pedal and the accused started chasing into the Swift and drove off.that the Duster was being used for cattle weapons along with provisions of the 
them," a crime branch officer told TOI.smuggling.The crime branch filed the Arms Act were retained in the charge Aryan was taken to SSB Hospital in 

charge sheet before a judicial magistrate's They tailed the group till Palwal on Delhi-sheet.According to the investigation, Faridabad, where he succumbed to his 
court in Faridabad, ACP Aman Yadav Agra highway and fired at the car. Aryan, Aryan left his house in Faridabad's NIT-5 injuries. Police were alerted and the 
confirmed.The 600-page document who was in the passenger seat, was hit by around 1.30am on Aug 24 to go out to eat accused were arrested on Aug 29 and 30.
names Kaushik, Adesh Kumar, Varun, two bullets."Anil Kaushik fired six to with his landlady Sujata Gulati, her sons Asked why Kaushik shot Aryan from close 
Saurav Sharma and Krishan and details seven rounds during the chase. The first Harshit and Sagar alias Shanky, and their range, the crime branch officer cited 
statements of 30 witnesses, including two were fired near Badkhal flyover. Two neighbour Kriti Sharma.The Duster was above said it appeared he "wanted to stop 
Aryan's co-passengers, in the car.In the or three more rounds were fired before being driven by Harshit when Kaushik smugglers" and "gain popularity" among 
FIR registered after the incident, the five Gadpuri toll plaza, and another round was and his associates started chasing cow vigilantes, but "things didn't go as 
accused were booked under Section fired after the toll barricade," a police them."The group went out to have per his plan".
103(1) (murder) of BNS. The charge 

Fbd student’s murder: New lynching 
section of  BNS slapped on vigilantes in 

Abducted 30 years ago, Ghaziabad boy reunited with family
four sisters (he has three, two older than NOIDA. Fate works in strange ways - what 
him) and he was the only son. He else could connect a kidnapping in Noida 
mentioned Tularam and a couple of other in 1993 with a businessman's impulsive 
names and also the year he was taken decision last week to rescue a bonded 
away – 1993.When the police dug up old labourer in Jaisalmer?Thanks to a miracle, 
files, they found a kidnapping FIR Bhim Singh is now home. The frail man 
registered on Sept 8, 1993 at Sahibabad found strapped to a tree at an animal farm 
police station. Three days later, they in a remote Jaisalmer village is the same 
traced the family to Shaheed Nagar. “The nine-year-old boy kidnapped from an 
investigation revealed that Tularam, who auto 30 years ago.The family had 
retired from the electricity department, received a ransom call soon after young 
had his nine-year-old son kidnapped by Bhim was kidnapped in Sept 1993 but 
an auto gang while returning home from there was deathly silence thereafter. 
school with one of his sisters. They Police searches and follow-ups yielded 
received a ransom letter demanding Rs nothing. Extended family heard 
7.4 lakh, but after that, no contact was nothing.The Ghaziabad boy had simply 
made by the kidnappers,” the ACP vanished from the face of the earth. The 
said.Bhim, after he was kidnapped, was family moved on, but without closure, a 
taken to Rajasthan and sold by the 'what if' question lay buried deep within. healed.This Tuesday, when they came boy they thought they would never see.
kidnappers to a herder. He grew up Abducted 30 years ago, he grew up rearing face to face at Khoda police station in Rajneesh Upadhyay, ACP of Sahibabad, 
rearing sheep and goats all day and eating sheep, goatIt’s what made them decide Ghaziabad, neither could believe their said Bhim had walked into Khoda police 
and sleeping in a shed next to the animals against moving back to Dadri after eyes. Bhim, resigned to a life in slavery, station last Saturday afternoon with a 
at night, chained so he could not escape. Tularam, Bhim’s father, retired. What if was meeting the family whose memories letter scribbled in blue ink. It was from the 
What he got for food on most days was a the boy one day returned home and had faded not just with time but years of Delhibased businessman who had 
piece of bread and a few cups of tea. That looked for them? So, Tularam changed abuse and torture. The family, parents and rescued him, pieced together background 
was his life for 30 years, one in absolute his post-retirement plans and opened a three sisters, saw little of the nine-year- information from whatever Bhim could 
captivity and no contact with the world flour mill in Ghaziabad, close to the old in the timid, slightly built man, except tell him about where he came from and 
outside.Bhim told TOI on Wednesday the family’s house in Shaheed Nagar. avague likeness in features. But it was penned them down, hoping it would give 
same auto driver who was taking him Realistically, none of them believed they him alright— ‘Raju’, the nickname they police some leads.Bhim told the cops he 
home from school had kidnapped him and would ever see Bhim again. But the had lovingly given him and tattooed on was from somewhere in Noida. He had no 
handed him over to a truck driver. At some thought that they might was an his left arm, and a mole on his right leg the recollection of Ghaziabad or Shaheed 
point, he was sold to a man who would anaesthetic to a wound that never marks by which the family identified the Nagar. He also said he had parents and 
become his ‘master’ for the next 30 years.

New bus depot, 154 shelters 
with laybys & charging stns 
soon in city
Gurgaon. GMDA is all set to start construction of a 

new bus depot in Sector 48 for seamless public 
transport services in the city. The decision was 
taken in a meeting chaired by GMDA CEO A 
Sreenivas on Wednesday.Also, an additional 154 
bus depots will be built across the city. The bus 
stand at Sector 48 will be constructed on 7.5 acres 
of land at a cost of Rs 17 crore and will 
accommodate up to 100 e-buses.

According to officials, 80 out of 154 bus queue 
shelters (BQS) planned for the city will be built in 
sectors 68 to 95, from Southern Peripheral Road 
(SPR) to Northern Peripheral Road (NPR). The 
remaining 74 new bus queue shelters will be built 
along the upper Dwarka Expressway in sectors 
99-115.The new bus shelters to be built at an 
estimated cost of Rs 18 crore will be equipped 
with an electric substation to provide optimum 
charging stations for the electric buses. The new 
depots would cater to the increasing passenger 
base in the city.The provision of bus lay-bys in 
these BQS, wherever feasible, has been included 
to avoid any hindrance to the ongoing traffic and 
vehicle movement on the main carriageway. A 
dedicated space for bus stoppage will be provided 
to enable greater safety for passengers.

News box

Gurgaon. To maximise renewable capacity and reduce 
dependence on electricity, all govt buildings in the city 
are set to have rooftop solar systems. A survey 
conducted to install solar units on 1,070 govt buildings 
found that about 50 megawatts of solar energy plants 
would be required to fulfil the state's power 
requirements.The solar units will be installed under 
the PM Suryaghar Scheme, which provides a subsidy 
of 60 percent of the solar unit cost for systems up to 2 
kW capacity and 40 percent of additional system cost 
for systems between 2 to 3 kW capacity. Ajay Kumar, 
deputy commissioner, said Haryana Renewable 
Energy Development Agency (HAREDA) will carry 
out the installation project.The PM Suryaghar 
initiative was launched in February 2024 by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. "Around 3.5 lakh 
households from Haryana have registered under the 
PM Surya Ghar Yojana so far, and the Haryana power 
department is expected to install solar rooftop systems 
on 5 lakh houses by 2030," said an official from the 
energy department.Kumar said that, according to the 
govt's directives, one village in each district will be 
made a solar village.Households will receive a subsidy 
of Rs 30,000 for installing a solar plant with a capacity 
of two kilowatts and Rs 78,000 for installing a solar 
plant with a three-kilowatt or more capacity, he said.

He added that antyodaya families (with an annual 
income of less than Rs 1.8 lakh) applying under this 
scheme would get an additional subsidy of Rs 50,000.

1.1k govt buildings in city to 
go solar under PM scheme

Gurgaon.GMDA has created a roadmap to initiate the 
third phase of its CCTV surveillance network, which 
will involve installing 10,000 cameras at 2,000 
locations that are likely to include areas near malls, 
roads and other public places.Currently, there are 
1,200 CCTV cameras installed along main roads in the 
city. These were put up as part of phase 1 of the project 
for better safety.The second phase, under which 2,722 
cameras are to be installed at 258 spots in the city and 
Manesar, is ongoing. The authority has shortlisted five 
bidders after floating a tender and will seek financial 
approval from a govt committee for purchasing the 
cameras. Its estimated cost is Rs 160 crore.After the 
tender is awarded, work is expected to take another 18 
months to be completed for this phase. The company 
will also have to maintain all equipment and manage 
operational expenses for five years.Phase 3, officials 
said on Friday, will expand the surveillance network 
beyond main roads, and will cover high-traffic areas, 
govt buildings and community areas.High resolution 
cameras with night vision and wide-angle lenses will 
be installed every 200 metres on a road network 
spanning 400km. Each junction will have 4-12 
cameras.

Gurgaon. GMDA will construct a master stormwater 
drain to tackle waterlogging in sectors 37 C, D, and the 
key arterial stretches of Pataudi Road at an estimated 
cost of Rs 30 crore.HSVP did not plan the stormwater 
drain at the time of development of these sectors. The 
construction of this drain is crucial to mitigate 
waterlogging during the monsoon. An RCC box-type 
drain will be built till Badshapur drain at Gadoli.

According to a GMDA official, a detailed project report 
is being prepared. Once the DPR is finalised, GMDA 
will soon float the tender for the drain's construction.

It already received administrative approval in June 2022, 
but GMDA has now increased the project's 
scope."Earlier, the plan was to construct the drainage 
network in sectors 37C and D, but now we have also 
included the stormwater channelisation on the stretch 
for Umang Bharadwaj Chowk to Gadoli on Pataudi 
Road, as it is a low-lying area. It will address the 
persistent waterlogging issues in the vicinity," a senior 
official of GMDA said.Residents said it was long 
overdue as they encountered damaged roads due to 
severe flooding during the monsoon.Suraj Bhola, RWA 
general secretary of Sector 9A, said, "Severe 
waterlogging every monsoon damages the roads and 
makes commuting difficult. For the last two months, 
the main road of Sector 37C has been flooded, 
unmotorable, and unrepaired. Dropping off and 
picking up my children from their school in Sector 37C 
has become a daily ordeal. The GMDA should at least 
repair the road till the time they construct the drain, 
which is long overdue.”

Woman, her lover handed 
life term for double 
murder

GMDA to build master drain 
on key roads

Rs 422cr plan: 10k new CCTV 
cameras to watch over city

Ghaziabad.Bringing up the issue of "under-utilisation" of the Hindon airport 
that leads to a loss of Rs 60 crore every year, Ghaziabad MP Atul Garg on 
Tuesday urged Union civil aviation minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu to 
add more flights from the NCR city to other parts of UP.

Garg said the minister assured him that the matter would be looked into.
"I sought details from the Union civil aviation ministry, and in a written reply, the 

minister admitted that due to the under-utilisation of the Hindon civil terminal, 
govt is incurring a loss of Rs 60 crore per year. By that calculation, in the last 
five years, it has incurred losses of Rs 300 crore already," the MP said.

He added that he put forward these details before Naidu and requested him to 
"ensure that flight operations to Lucknow, Prayagraj, Varanasi and Ayodhya 
routes commence at the earliest".In Aug, Garg had raised the issue with the 
Airport Authority of India."I was assured by the then chairman of AAI that 
operations on new routes like Ayodhya and Mopa Airport (Goa) were in the 
pipeline, but even after three months, no headway has been made. 

Gurgaon. Forty-six companies that had tied up with 
GMDA to maintain and develop green belts across the 
city were found to have performed poorly, an 
assessment by the authority has found.

GMDA CEO A Sreenivas, who reviewed green cover 
enhancement efforts by private organisations through 
CSR partnerships on Wednesday, said many 
companies failed to meet GMDA's prescribed 
standards during their contractual periods. He said 
action will be taken against the companies that failed 
to adhere to the terms.Notices will be sent and 
warnings will be issued to encourage compliance.

In Feb 2023, GMDA partnered with private companies 
to maintain green belts along major city roads, 
including tasks related to beautification and 
horticultural upkeep. According to the environment 
division's report, GMDA signed 127 MoUs with 
private entities to develop and improve green belts, 
central verges, and open spaces.The initiative was 
guided by a standard operating procedure (SOP) and 
was designed to foster a competitive environment 
among private entities, with top-performing green 
belts being ranked on several criteria.Former chief 
minister (CM) Manohar Lal Khattar directed GMDA 
in Dec 2021 to involve private sector partners to 
enhance Gurgaon's green cover. The concept was to 
get better outcomes through a more competitive 
approach.TOI had reported last week that Haryana lost 
13 hectares of tree cover (green areas beyond forests) 
in 2023, according to an estimate by Global Forest 
Watch, which uses satellite data and other sources to 
monitor deforestation world over.

After tie-ups to develop 
green belts, ‘46 cos fare 
poorly’

Start flights to Lko, 
Varanasi from Hindon: MP

Gurgaon. The body of a 32-year-old hers. They filed a complaint, and a CCTV footage from different areas 
advocate from Pataudi, with multiple murder case was registered," DSP between Pataudi and the crime scene to 
gashes on her neck, was found near a Pawan Kumar said on Wednesday.A identify the accused. We have some 
canal on the outskirts of Rewari on post-mortem examination was carried leads, and some suspects are being 
Tuesday.Cops suspect she was killed at ou t  and  au topsy  resu l t s  a re  questioned," a senior police officer 
the spot.Police said some shepherds awaited.According to preliminary said.Lawyers in the city condemned 
spotted the woman's body lying on an invesigation, Sarita's husband died the murder and suspended work on 
unpaved route next to an irrigation after jumping in front of a train seven Wednesday. 
cana l  be tween  Ramgarh  and  months ago.Her family members told They"Sarita was member of our bar 
Kumbhawas villages near Rewari police she left her home in Pataudi association since 2017. She was 
around 1.30pm on Tuesday.They around 9am on Tuesday saying that she brutally murdered by someone. We 
alerted police, and a team from the had to go to court."Sarita did not go to request police to constitute an SIT 
Rewari Sadar station rushed to the court on Tuesday. Prima facie, it (special investigation team) and 
spot.The woman was identified as appears that she was killed at the spot conduct a speedy investigation to nab 
Sarita, a member of the Pataudi Bar where her body was found and the the culprits as early as possible," 
Association, they said."Sarita's family accused fled afterwards. We are Vishal Singh Chauhan, president of the 
members confirmed that the body was analysing her phone call details and Pataudi Bar Association, said.

Gurgaon: A woman and her lover were sentenced to 
life imprisonment by a Faridabad court in a double 
murder case of 2018. A fine of Rs 25,000 each was 
also imposed. The woman was accused of killing 
her husband and father-in-law while they were 
asleep with the help of her brother, who was a 
minor back then. She allegedly smashed their 
heads with a frying pan, stone and a wooden stool 
while they were asleep.On May 30, 2018, the 
bodies of Siya Ram and Vinay were found along a 
road in Nikhil Vihar with multiple injuries.

The complainant, Vishnu told police that his brother 
Vinay lived in a rented house in Nikhil Vihar with 
his wife Pooja, children and his father Siya Ram. 
Vishnu got a call from Pooja about the death of his 
brother and his father on the day of the crime. A 
case was registered under IPC sections 302 
(murder), 201 (causing disappearance of evidence 
of offence, or giving false information to screen 
offender), and 120B (criminal conspiracy) at 
Sarai Khawaja, Faridabad.Netram, the public 
prosecutor, said that Pooja, her brother, and her 
friend Ajay, hatched the criminal conspiracy and 
committed the murders. "This has been proven by 
the statements of the witnesses as well as 
scientific and documentary evidence.

New Delhi, Friday, 29 November 2024

Cracker ban? Green or not,
buying them is still as easy

Ghaziabad: The stalls displaying various types of rockets, sparklers or bombs
are no longer there. But even after a blanket ban on firecrackers, getting them is as
easy as buying a packet of milk.It can be anyone — your neighbourhood grocery
store, pan wallah or even a decorator. You just need to ask, without raising suspi-
cion, of course. And if you are not willing to venture out, you can get it delivered
home as well.It has been six years since the Supreme Court banned all convention-
al firecrackers in Delhi-NCR, allowing only green crackers that does not use barium
salts in their production. But since there's no way one can distinguish a green crack-
er from a normal one, authorities have been imposing a blanket ban every winter
since 2020.Since this ban is limited to only Delhi-NCR, people have been making a
beeline for cracker shops in neighbouring districts like Meerut, Hapur, and
Bulandshahr, where there is no dearth of stocks.Most NCR traders selling crackers
on the sly have sourced their stock from these districts. With Diwali just days away,
police have intensified checks at borders. But that hasn't helped much."Yes, most
residents have been purchasing firecrackers from other districts and transporting
them in their own vehicles. We are carrying out checks, but it's not possible to scan
every vehicle on national and state highways," a senior police officer told . For those
unwilling to take that risk, sellers are reaching out with pamphlets and social media
messages. Residents of several housing societies in Indirapuram, Raj Nagar
Extension, and Crossings Republik admitted having received messages on
WhatsApp groups about potential cracker sellers.But the demand for crackers is so
high that most businessmen — whether a juice stall owner or someone selling paan
and cigarettes — are willing to supply them against a phone call.Many have been
posting ads on Instagram and Facebook, with phone
numbers for home deliveries. Orders, according to
sources, are being taken on WhatsApp and crackers
delivered at doorstep.Some, however, are directing
customers to shops where crackers are least likely to
be found. "I was asked to visit a tent house in Raj Nagar
Extension to get crackers for my children. One of my
friends got them from a paan stall. But this time, they
have increased their rates by almost 25%," a Raj Nagar
resident said.Dinesh P Kumar, additional CP, said no
permits were handed out to cracker sellers in
Ghaziabad because of the blanket ban."Pollution levels
are hovering around the poor mark and are likely to
become very poor soon. Since GRAP measures are in
place, we can't allow any kind of firecrackers to be sold
or burst," he added.

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION

This document is presented to
Dr. Vivek Sharma

Jaipur, India for his outstanding contribution in creating
health services for underprivileged children. His dedica-
tion to those in need through his health services is high-
ly appreciated

NAME CHANGE
I,Satish Kumar Juneja S/O shri Ram
Dayal  R/O D-3/17, Krishna Nagar
Delhi-110051 have changed my name
from Satish Kumar to Satish Kumar
Juneja for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
PRASHANT KUMAR SINGH S/O
DAROGA SINGH Permanent Resident
PRASHANT RAJ, MUKHYA MARG,
INDRAPURI HEHAL, RANCHI,
JHARKHAND-834005 Presently
Residing at E-13, TOWER-1, TYEP V
FLATS, EAST KIDWAI NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110023, declare that name of my
son has been wrongly written as BAIB-
HAV VISHAL in my Service Records.
The actual name of my son is VAIBHAV
VISHAL, which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, SADHNA SHANKAR KARWADE
Mother of KARWADE ASHISH
SHANKAR presently Residing VPO-
ANDHALGAON, TEH-MOHADI,
DIST-BHANDARA (MAHARASH-
TRA)-441914, have changed my
name from SADHANA to SADHNA
SHANKAR KARWADE. Vide affidavit
dated 26/11/2024 executed before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, BHAGWAN PRASAD S/O
GANESH RAM R/O A1/346E, TOP
FLOOR, A-1, BLOCK, MADHU
VIHAR, UTTAM NAGAR, WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110059, have
changed the name of my minor son
PIYUSH KUMAR SELA KOTI alias
PIYUSH SELA KOTI aged 14 years
and he shall hereafter be known as
PIYUSH SELA KOTI.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHANKAR RAMDAS KARWADE
father of KARWADE ASHISH
SHANKAR presently Residing VPO-
ANDHALGAON, TEH-MOHADI,
DIST-BHANDARA (MAHARASH-
TRA)-441914, have changed my
name from KARWADE SHANKAR to
SHANKAR RAMDAS KARWADE.
Vide affidavit dated 26/11/2024 exe-
cuted before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for General information that I,
ATUL CHOUDHARY S/o MAHESH
KUMAR residing at House No. - 678,
Gali No. - 15, Near Barat Ghar,
Lakhpat Colony, Part-2, Mithe Pur,
South Delhi, Delhi – 110044 declare
that the name of my Father and
Mother has been wrongly written as
MAHESH CHOUDHARY and BABLI
CHOUDHARY in my 10th and 12th
Class Educational Documents. The
actual names of my Father and
Mother are MAHESH KUMAR and
BABLI respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MADAN MOHAN
SINGH S/o BABU LAL residing at G-
6/A, Sector-9, Vijay Nagar,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh - 201001
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as MADAN
MOHAN PACHAURI.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as HARVINDER
SINGH S/o Late AMRIK SINGH resid-
ing at House No. 493, Block-S,
Greater Kailash -2, South Delhi, Delhi
- 110048 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as HARVIN-
DER SINGH SANGLA.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as DAISY SINGH
D/o HARVINDER SINGH W/o VINAY
PREET SINGH residing at House No.
493, Block-S, Greater Kailash -2,
South Delhi, Delhi - 110048 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as DAISYY KAURR.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as GURUPREET
SANGLA S/o HARVINDER SINGH
residing at House No. 493, Block-S,
Greater Kailash -2, South Delhi, Delhi
- 110048 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
GURUPREETT SINGH SANGLA.

NAME CHANGE
I, GURUPREET SANGLA S/o
HARVINDER SINGH residing at House
No. 493, Block-S, Greater Kailash -2,
South Delhi, Delhi - 110048 have
change the name of my minor Son
RAUNAKVEER SANGLA aged 15
Years and he shall hereafter be known
as RAUNAKVIIR SINGH SANGLA.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as SEEMA SANGLA
D/o PARVEEN KUMAR JOLLY W/o
GURUPREET SANGLA residing at
House No. 493, Block-S, Greater
Kailash -2, South Delhi, Delhi -110048
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as SSEEMA SANGLA.

NAME CHANGE
I, BEENA DEVI POKHRIYAL Wife of
No. JC-725876W Rank-SUB/RT
Name-AJAY SALIL POKHRIYAL R/o
VILL-KAPHOLANAUGOUN, PO-PATI-
SAIN, TEH-SATPULI, DIST-PAURI
GARHWAL (UTTARAKHAND)-246167
have changed my name from BEENA
DEVI POKHRIYAL to BEENA
POKHRIYAL for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit dated 27/11/2024 execut-
ed before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Devendra Singh Father of Anvesha
presently residing at 14, Sukhtoli, Koli
Dungari, Koladungari, Chamoli,
Uttrakhand, Pin-246474 have
changed my minor daughter name
from Anvesha to Anuvesha Topal for all
future purposes vide affidavit dated 27
Nov. 2024 before Notary Public, Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I, Sefali Paul mother of Prasanta Pal
presently residing at Saradapally
Madhyamgram North 24 Parganas,
West Bengal -700155 have changed
my name From Sefili Pal to Sefali Paul
vide affidavit dates 25 Nov.2024 execut-
ed before Notary Public Delhi (India).

NAME CHANGE
I, Ayushika Madan W/o-jwala Dass Vaid
R/o H-19 Lajpat Nagar 3, Lajpat Nagar
South East Delhi -110024 have changed
my name from Ayushika Madan to
Ayushika Vaid for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, AMIT KUMAR S/o RAJ KUMAR R/o
H.No.- B-38/7, Gali No.-7, West Karawal
Nagar, Distt. North East Delhi, Delhi-
110094 have changed the name of my
minor daughter TANIYA aged 7 years
and she shall hereafter be known as
TANISHKA, 

NAME CHANGE
I, Jatindra Nath Paul, father of
Prasanta Pal presently residing at
Saradapally, Madhyamgram, North-
24 Parganas, West Bengal-700155
have changed my name from Jitendra
Nath Pal to Jatindra Nath Paul, vide
affidavit dated 25 Nov 2024, Notary
Public Delhi (India)

NAME CHANGE
I, Gayabai Rajendra Jagtap Mother of
Jagtap Dipak Rajendra presently
residing at Hiswal B.K.Nandgaon,
Nasik, Maharashtra Pin-423106 have
changed my name from Gaya Bai to
Gayabai Rajendra Jagtap for all future
purposes vide affidavit dated 27 Nov
2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I, KAMLA
BHATT W/o DINESH CHANDER
BHATT R/o House No. E1/58 A- Pratap
Vihar Part-3rd, Near Ran Singh Public
School, Kirari Suleman Nagar, North
West Delhi, Delhi-110086, declare that
name of mine and my husband have
been wrongly written as KAMLA DEVI
and DINESH CHANDRA BHATT in my
minor son namely ISHABH BHATT
aged 16 years in his CBSE 10th class
Educational Documents, and also name
of mine and my husband have been
wrongly written as KAMLA DEVI and
DINESH CHANDDRA BHATT in his
Birth Certificate Registration No.
MCDOLR08026204. The actual name
of mine and my husband are KAMLA
BHATT and DINESH CHANDER
BHATT respectively.
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detention of protestors," the State WASHINGTON. The United States "All of these entities are part of Maduro's 
Department said in a statement.In slapped sanctions on 21 top Venezuelan security apparatus and are responsible 
September,  the  United States  securi ty and cabinet  off icials  for violently repressing peaceful 
announced sanctions against 16 Wednesday, accusing them of a protesters and carrying out arbitrary 
Venezuelan officials over alleged campaign of repression after President detention," a senior US administration 
election fraud.They included senior Nicolas Maduro's bitterly contested official told reporters.The US Treasury 
figures in the Venezuelan electoral July reelection.The fresh measures said Venezuelan security forces had 

council and Supreme Court, come after Washington and the G7 
with the US Treasury saying said they recognized opposition 
at the time that they "impeded candidate Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia 
a transparent electoral process as president-elect, amid accusations 
and the release of accurate of fraud against Maduro."Maduro and 
election results."his representatives' repressive actions 

in the wake of the Venezuelan Maduro claimed victory in the 
presidential election are a desperate election and defied intense 
attempt to silence the voices of its domestic and international 
citizens," Bradley Smith, the acting pressure to release detailed 
under secretary of the Treasury polling numbers to back up 
D e p a r t m e n t ,  s a i d  i n  a  the assertion.Amid an outcry 
statement.Fifteen leaders of the at home and abroad, the also issued an "unjustified arrest Venezuelan security apparatus are former bus driver handpicked by the warrant" for Urrutia, forcing him to flee among those hit by an asset freeze, late authoritarian strongman Hugo to Spain.At the same time, the US State including the heads of the intelligence Chavez is now serving his third term.Department said it was expanding visa service, military counterintelligence But the oil-rich country's economy is in r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  M a d u r o ' s  service, the national guard and the shambles, as Venezuelans endure acute allies."Maduro's security apparatus has police.The sanctions also target the shortages of food, medicine and other engaged in widespread abuses, Venezuelan communications minister basic goods.including killings, repression, and mass and the head of the prison service.

NEWS BOX

President-elect Donald Trump's team reports 
bomb threats to cabinet nominees

US sanctions Venezuela 
security chiefs for crackdown

to Kyiv before Biden leaves office border region. The situation in WASHINGTON. President Joe Biden's 
in less than months.But with time Kursk  has  become fu r the r  administration is urging Ukraine to quickly 
running out, the Biden White House complicated by the arrival of increase the size of its military by drafting 
is also sharpening its viewpoint that thousands of North Korean troops, more  t roops  and  revamping  i t s  
Ukraine has the weaponry it needs who have come to help Moscow try mobilization laws to allow for the 
and now must dramatically increase to claw back the land seized in a conscription of those as young as 18.
its troop levels if it's going to stay in Ukrainian incursion this year.A senior Biden administration official, who 
the fight with Russia.White House The stepped-up push on Ukraine to spoke on the condition of anonymity to 
Na t iona l  Secu r i ty  Counc i l  strengthen its fighting ranks comes discuss the private consultations, said 
spokesman Sean Savett in a as Ukraine braces for President-Wednesday that the outgoing Democratic 
statement said the administration elect Donald Trump to take office on administration wants Ukraine to lower the 
will continue sending Ukraine Jan. 20. The Republican said he mobilization age to 18 from the current age 
weaponry but believes “manpower would bring about a swift end to the of 25 to expand the pool of fighting-age 
is the most vital need" Ukraine has war and has raised uncertainty about men available to help a badly outnumbered 
at the moment.“So, we’re also ready whether his administration would Ukraine in its nearly three-year-old war 
to ramp up our training capacity if continue the vital U.S. military with Russia.The official said “the pure 
they take appropriate steps to fill out support for Ukraine.“There are no math” of Ukraine's situation now is that it Zelenskyy has been hearing concerns from 
their ranks,” Savett said.The Ukrainians easy answers to Ukraine’s serious needs more troops in the fight. Currently, allies in other Western capitals as well that 
have said they need about 160,000 manpower shortage, but lowering the draft Ukraine is not mobilizing or training Ukraine has a troop level problem and not 
additional troops to keep up with its age would help,” said Bradley Bowman, enough soldiers to replace its battlefield an arms problem, according to European 
ba t t l e f i e ld  needs ,  bu t  the  U .S .  senior director of the Center on Military losses while keeping pace with Russia's officials who requested anonymity to 
administration believes they probably will and Political Power at the Foundation for growing military, the official added.The discuss  the sensi t ive diplomatic  
need more than that. Defense of Democracies. "These are White House has pushed more than $56 conversations.The European allies have 

More than 1 million Ukrainians are now in obviously difficult decisions for a billion in security assistance to Ukraine stressed that the lack of depth means that it 
uniform, including the National Guard and government and society that has already since the start of Russia's February 2022 may soon become untenable for Ukraine to 
other units.Ukrainian President Volodymyr endured so much due to Russia’s invasion.”invasion and expects to send billions more continue to operate in Russia’s Kursk 

morning.”While a family member WASHINGTON. Several members of 
resides at the address, they said D o n a l d  T r u m p ' s  i n c o m i n g  
"former Congressman Gaetz is NOT a administration have received threats 
resident. “The mailbox however was i n c l u d i n g  b o m b  a l e r t s ,  a  
cleared and no devices were located. spokeswoman for the president-elect 
The immediate area was also searched said Wednesday.
with negative results.”Gaetz was "Last night and this morning, several of 
Trump’s initial pick to serve as attorney President Trump's Cabinet nominees 
general, but he withdrew from and Administration appointees were 
consideration amid allegations that he targeted in violent, unAmerican 
paid women for sex and slept with threats to their lives and those who live 
unde rage  women .  Gae tz  has  they consider suspicious to law with them," said transition team 
vehemently denied any wrongdoing enforcement.”Elise Stefanik, a Trump spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt in a 
and said last year that a Justice loyalist congresswoman tapped to be statement.Without saying who was 
Department investigation into sex UN ambassador, said her residence in targeted, Leavitt said these incidents 
trafficking allegations involving New York was targeted in a bomb ranged from bomb threats to 
underage girls had ended with no threat.In a statement she said she and "swatting," the practice in which police 
federal charges against him.As he husband and small son were driving are summoned urgently to someone's 
prepares to return to the White House in home from Washington for the house under false pretenses.The FBI 
January, Trump has already swiftly Thanksgiving holiday when they said in a statement that it is “aware of 
assembled a cabinet of loyalists, learned of the threat.In Florida, numerous bomb threats and swatting 
including several criticized for severe meanwhile, the Okaloosa County inc iden t s  t a rge t ing  incoming  
lack of experience.The Republican, sheriff’s office said in an advisory admin i s t r a t ion  nominees  and  
who appears set to avoid trial on posted on Facebook that it “received appointees, and we are working with 
criminal prosecutions related to notification of a bomb threat our law enforcement partners. We take 
attempts to overthrow his 2020 election referencing former Congressman Matt all potential threats seriously, and as 
loss, was wounded in the ear in July in Gaetz’s supposed mailbox at a home in always, encourage members of the 
an assassination attempt.the Niceville area around 9 a.m. this public to immediately report anything 

Trump after years of turbulent 
ties with US president-elect

perception on the right following a to attack Zuckerberg publicly.In July, he 
rocky relationship with Trump."Mark, posted a message on his own social 
obviously, he has his own interest, and network Truth Social threatening to 
he has his own company and he has his send election fraudsters to prison in part 
own agenda," Miller said in an by citing a nickname he used for the 
interview on Fox News about the Meta CEO."ZUCKERBUCKS, be 
meeting."But he's made clear that he c a r e f u l ! "  T r u m p  w r o t e . T h e  
wants to support the national renewal of Thanksgiving eve visit also comes as 
America under Trump's leadership." tech mogul Elon Musk has become 

more influential in Trump's Make A spokesperson for Meta confirmed that 
America Great Again movement, Zuckerberg and Trump met on 

FORT LAUDERDAL. Donald Trump dined contributing an estimated USD 200 Wednesday, saying he was invited for 
on Wednesday with Meta CEO Mark million through his political action dinner with the president-elect and 
Zuckerberg at the president-elect's Mar-a- committee to help elect Trump.Musk is other members of his team to talk about 
Lago club in Florida, bringing together the the billionaire owner of the X social the incoming administration.Trump 
Facebook founder and the former president network, a competitor to Meta.Musk was kicked off Facebook following the 
who was once banned from that social has spent considerable time at Mar-a-January 6, 2021 attack on the US 

to his first assassination attempt, calling it network.Stephen Miller, who has been Lago since the election, and Trump selected Capitol. The company restored his account 
"badass."Zuckerberg also complained that appointed deputy chief of staff for Trump's him to lead an outside advisory panel in early 2023.During the 2024 campaign, 
senior Biden administration officials second term, said Zuckerberg, like other known as the 'Department of Government Zuckerberg did not endorse a candidate for 
pressured Facebook to censor some business leaders, wants to support Trump's Efficiency' (DOGE) to identify waste with president. He has since taken a more 
COVID-19 content during the pandemic.economic plans.The tech CEO has been Vivek Ramaswamy, a venture capitalist and positive stance toward Trump.Earlier this 

seeking to change his company's Still, Trump in recent months had continued former GOP presidential candidate.year, Zuckerberg praised Trump's response 

Hindu American groups seek 
sanctions against Bangladesh 

over attacks on minorities
WASHINGTON. Condemning attacks on minorities in 

Bangladesh, several Hindu American groups have 
sought that US aid for the South Asian country be 
made contingent on its government taking measurable 
action to protect these populations.Bangladesh's 
minority Hindus, which constitute only about 8 per 
cent of the 170 million population, have faced over 
200 attacks in 50-odd districts since the fall of Sheikh 
Hasina's Awami League government on August 5.

Things took a turn for the worse this week after Hindu 
spiritual leader Chinmoy Krishna Das was arrested in 
a sedition case.He was later denied bail by a court, 
triggering protests by community members in various 
locations, including the capital Dhaka and the port city 
of Chattogram.Das was a member of the International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) and 
was recently expelled.Vishva Hindu Parishad 
America (VHPA) president Ajay Shah said the news 
of Das' arrest, vandalism of Kali Mandir in Chittagong 
and the rising attacks on Hindus across Bangladesh 
are disconcerting."Is this the human rights legacy the 
Biden administration wants to be remembered for," he 
asked.VHPA general secretary Amitabh Mittal said, 
"The silence of global media regarding the ongoing 
atrocities against minorities in Bangladesh is 
deafening. The recent arrest of an ISKCON priest and 
the violent attacks on Hindu temples underscore the 

alarming rise in religious intolerance."
These incidents are part of a "broader pattern of 

discrimination", he alleged."The lack of international 
condemnation only further emboldens the 
perpetrators and threatens the safety and freedom of 
minority communities in Bangladesh," Mittal said.

In an open letter to President-elect Donald Trump, 
Hindus for America First (HFAF) recommended 
halting US funding for projects in Bangladesh tied to 
Beijing's ambitions and prioritising initiatives that 
benefit America and its allies directly."Hindu, 
Buddhist, and Christian communities in Bangladesh 
have faced systemic violence and discrimination. We 
humbly ask that your administration make US aid 
contingent on the Bangladeshi government taking 
measurable action to protect these populations.

World.  A 36-year-old man faces a first-degree murder 
charge after police say he beat a golfer to death with 
the victim's clubs at a local golf course, USA Today 
reports.The attack happened Monday afternoon at 
Sandhill Crane Golf Club, northwest of West Palm 
Beach. Police identified the suspect as Junior 
Boucher and the victim as 65-year-old Brian 
Hiltebeitel.Witnesses told police Boucher hit 
Hiltebeitel with a golf club near the first hole. He then 
chased Hiltebeitel to a pond. The attack continued in 
the water. Witnesses heard Hiltebeitel yell, "He's 
trying to kill me!" Police say Boucher choked 
Hiltebeitel before leaving the pond and walking, half-
naked, toward a wooded area.Officers arrived shortly 
after and found Hiltebeitel’s body in the pond. 
Despite efforts to revive him, he was pronounced 
dead at the scene. Boucher was soon spotted fleeing 
the area and was arrested after police used an 
electronic control device to subdue him.Palm Beach 
Gardens police officer Javier Garcia told USA Today 
that authorities are still investigating the case, saying, 
"Detectives have not discovered a motive as of yet, as 
this appears to have been a random act of violence."

Officers used an "electronic control device" to arrest 
Boucher before taking him to a hospital for a medical 
check-up. He was then transported to jail, where he 
remains without bond. Boucher, a West Palm Beach 
resident, refused to speak with detectives without an 
attorney present. He is set to appear in court on 
December 26 to face the murder charge.

Canada is already 
examining tariffs on certain 
US items following Trump's 
tariff  threat
TORONTO. Canada is already examining possible 

retaliatory tariffs on certain items from the United 
States should President-elect Donald Trump follow 
through on his threat to impose sweeping tariffs on 
Canadian products, a senior official said Wednesday.

Trump has threatened to impose tariffs on products from 
Canada and Mexico if the countries don't stop what he 
called the flow of drugs and migrants across southern 
and northern borders. He said he would impose a 25% 
tax on all products entering the U.S. from Canada and 
Mexico as one of his first executive orders.

But Trump posted Wednesday evening on Truth Social 
that he had a “wonderful conversation" with new 
Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum and she 
“agreed to stop Migration through Mexico.”“Mexico 
will stop people from going to our Southern Border, 
effective immediately. THIS WILL GO A LONG 
WAY TOWARD STOPPING THE ILLEGAL 
INVASION OF THE USA. Thank you!!!” Trump 
posted.It was unclear what impact the conversation 
will have on Trump’s plan to impose tariffs.

In Canada, a government official said Canada is 
preparing for every eventuality and has started 
thinking about what items to target with tariffs in 
retaliation. The official stressed no decision has been 
made. The person spoke on condition of anonymity as 
they were not authorized to speak publicly.

When Trump imposed higher tariffs during his first term 
in office, other countries responded with retaliatory 
tariffs of their own. Canada, for instance, announced 
billions of new duties in 2018 against the U.S. in a tit-
for-tat response to new taxes on Canadian steel and 
aluminum.Many of the U.S. products were chosen for 
their political rather than economic impact. For 
example, Canada imports $3 million worth of yogurt 
from the U.S. annually and most comes from one 
plant in Wisconsin, home state of then-House Speaker 
Paul Ryan. That product was hit with a 10% duty.

Complete loser in 2020, had 
no compassion': Millionaire 
Shark Tank judge's fiery 
remarks on Kamala Harris

The tech CEO has been seeking 
to change his company's 
perception on the right 
following a rocky relationship 
with Trump.

World. Kevin O'Leary, millionaire investor and "Shark 
Tank" judge, launched a scathing attack against US 
Vice President Kamala Harris, calling her a "faulty 
and broken candidate" after her unsuccessful bid for 
the Oval office, New York Post reports. Speaking on 
CNN's 'NewsNight', O'Leary accused the Democratic 
Party of bypassing democratic process after it chose 
Harris as their nominee without holding a primary 
contest."They made an excuse o$317 million in the 
kitty. They kept the same campaign manager and said 
we will anoint this faulted, broken candidate who was 
inconsequential in her vice presidency," he said, 
seemingly calling Kamala incompetent.

“Lost in 2019. As you detailed, complete loser in 2020. 
Never could articulate anything. Had no compassion 
for people and her own advocates," he added, 
suggesting Harris has no regard for the American 
people.O'Leary also raised questions about the 
Democratic Party’s internal decision-making 
process. In October, he mentioned reports that US 
representative Nancy Pelosi had urged Joe Biden to 
step aside, showing that there were doubts within the 
party about Harris’ ability to lead.

"Only 90 days ago, Pelosi went to Biden and said, ‘You 
need to step aside,’ and convinced him to do so," he 
said. “He made the decision, and he did actually ask 
her, and we’ve now learned this, ‘Is she the right 
person to drive this home?’ He questioned that," 
O'Leary added.O'Leary expressed frustration with 
the Democrats' carelessness in not conducting a 
formal process for candidate selection.

"Biden could have said, ‘We need to run a process in 
order for me to make this move,’ but they decided not 
to. I don’t know who ‘they’ is. Was it [Barack] 
Obama? Was it Pelosi? I don’t care who it was," he 
said.

He's trying to kill me!': 
Florida man charged with 
murder after beating golfer 
to death

White House pressing Ukraine to draft 18-year-
olds so it has enough troops to battle Russia
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BUSINESS 10

The company's innovative 
approach, dubbed 'Grain to 
Glass', is transforming how 
businesses can contribute to 
environmental and social 
development.

In September, SpiceJet 
announced the resolution of  a 
$23.39 million dispute with 
Aircastle (Ireland) Designated 
Activity Company and 
Wilmington Trust SP Services 
(Dublin) Limited.

NEW DELHI 

upon settlement, marking a positive 
turn in the airline's efforts to rebuild almost 1%. .In September, SpiceJet Low-cost airline 
and  s t r eng then  t i e s  wi th  i t s  announced the resolution of a $23.39 SpiceJet's shares rose in early trade on 
partners."The resolution with Aircastle million dispute with Aircastle (Ireland) Thursday after aircraft lessor Aircastle 
is part of SpiceJet's broader initiative to Designated Activity Company and withdrew its insolvency case against 
settle disputes with several partners, Wilmington Trust SP Services (Dublin) the airline. This development followed 
including aircraft lessors. The airline Limited. The settlement amount was a mutually agreed settlement between 
has been actively working on agreed at $5 million, along with the two parties. SpiceJet announced the 
rebuilding its financial stability and specific terms for handling certain news in a press release, marking a step 
operational efficiency.Last month, aircraft engines. The mutual agreement forward in its efforts to strengthen 
SpiceJet successfully raised Rs 3,000 helped avoid prolonged legal battles r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  i t s  
crore through a Qualified Institutional and ensured the withdrawal of all partners.Following the announcement, 
Placement (QIP). The funds are being ongoing disputes from various legal SpiceJet's shares climbed to Rs 63.40, a 
used to address pending liabilities, forums.SpiceJet, in an exchange filing, nearly 3% increase. By 11:10 AM, the 
improve fleet operations.said, "This follows a mutually agreed-shares were trading at Rs 61.98, up 

Explained: Why LIC share price 
gained nearly 4% in early trade

NEW DELHI. 

THE 5R STRATEGY villages across 22 states. Their "Rural 
Women Beyond 4 Walls" program At the heart of their strategy is a 
ensures 50% female representation in comprehensive 5R approach: Rethink, 
Water User Committees, positively Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, and Respect. 
impacting 18,078 individuals.Since 2019, the company has made 

significant strides in water conservation, The company has empowered 31,546 
creating over 2,300 water recharge women economically, supported 125,000 
structures that generate 4.8 billion liters women in healthcare and education, and 
of water potential.By FY30, we aim to cut trained 200 differently-abled women 
Scope 1 and 2 emissions by 54%, FLAG annually. Their 'Pinki' program supports 
(Forest, Land, and Agriculture) Scope 3 over 100,000 children, demonstrating a 
emissions by 30.3%, and non-FLAG holistic approach to social responsibility.
emissions by 25%, with a 90% reduction TECH-DRIVEN SUSTAINABILITY

said Sethi.in these emissions by FY50.," says Technological innovation plays a crucial 
PACKAGING WITH A PURPOSEGagandeep Sethi, Sr VP of Integrated role in their sustainability journey. Using 
Packaging is another critical focus area. O p e r a t i o n s ,  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  &  IoT and AI-driven analytics, they track Corporate responsibility 

Currently, 40% of their glass comes from Responsibility. The company has already environmental performance in real-time, has a new face in India's alcohol beverage 
post-consumer recycled material, and achieved a remarkable 94% reduction in optimising resource consumption and industry. In an era where corporate 
82% of their cardboard is FSC-certified. direct carbon emissions by shifting to ensuring a more eco-friendly supply responsibility is more than just a 
By eliminating permanent mono-cartons, biomass at its distillery."To achieve these chain.By 2025, Pernod Ricard India aims buzzword, Pernod Ricard India is setting 
they've reduced COâ‚‚ emissions by goals, we’ve installed rooftop solar to advance regenerative farming in eight a new benchmark in sustainable business 
7,000 tons and waste by 18,000 tons.power plants, complied with RE100 wine regions and achieve 100% practices within the alcohol beverage 

through solar energy, and aim for 100% But Pernod Ricard India's commitment recyclable or compostable packaging. industry.The company's innovative 
recyclable or compostable packaging by ex t ends  beyond  env i ronmen ta l  Their ambitious targets reflect a approach, dubbed 'Grain to Glass', is 
2025, including lighter bottles, higher initiatives. The company has integrated commitment to not just creating "Good transforming how businesses can 
recycled glass content, FSC-certified government programs to support Times" but doing so from "A Good contribute to environmental and social 
paper, and 30% PCR content in rPET," community development, reaching 1,600 Place".development.SUSTAINABLE SIPS: 

From grain to glass: How this firm is blending 
sustainability in India's alcohol industry

As inflation pinches, govt mulls reducing 
food weightage in CPI. Here's why

NEW DELHI 

120 food items included. The  According to The Economic Times, 
weight differs between rural and the weightage of food items in the 
urban centres:In October, food CPI basket could be reduced by up to 
inflation surged to a 15-month high 6.5 percentage points in rural areas 
of 10.9 per cent, pushing overall and 3.4 percentage points in urban 
retail inflation to 6.2 per cent. The areas. This proposal comes amid 
2023–24 Economic Survey noted rising calls to adjust how food items 
significant  contributions to impact inflation data. The 2023–24 
inflation from cereals (33.3 per Economic Survey suggested 
cent), vegetables (30.6 per cent), excluding food from inflation 
spices (18.3 per cent), and milk calculations, with Chief Economic 
(14.3 per cent).Adviser V Anantha Nageswaran 

citing volatile food prices as a  Plans to update the CPI base year
primary driver of inflation spikes.  However, recent government initiatives,  Experts have called for updating the 
Removing highly volatile commodities such as the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan CPI base year, last revised in 2012, to 
like tomatoes, onions, and potatoes could Anna Yojana (PMGKAY), have provided reflect current consumption patterns more 
reportedly lower retail inflation to 4 per free rations to over 80 crore people, accurately. The government is reportedly 
cent. reducing the burden of food costs for considering 2024 as the new base year. 

  Why does food dominate CPI in India? many households. A report by the Additionally, some outdated items like 
The government is Economic Advisory Council to the Prime horse cart fares and video cassette prices  Historically, food has been a dominant 

Minister revealed a sharp decline in may be removed from the index.component of CPI in India for several reportedly considering reducing the 
food’s share of household spending. In reasons: • A significant portion of RBI’s stance on interest ratesweight of food items in the Consumer 
rural areas, it fell from 53 per cent in household income, particularly in rural  The RBI has held the repo rate steady at 6.5 Price Index (CPI) basket to address 
2011–12 to 46.5 per cent in 2022–23. areas, has been spent on food.• The per cent since February 2023, citing the inflation concerns. The move follows Urban areas saw a drop from 42.7 per cent agr icul tura l  base  of  India  t ies  risks of premature rate cuts. RBI f i n d i n g s  f r o m  t h e  H o u s e h o l d  to 39.2 per cent over the same period.consumption patterns directly to food Governor Shaktikanta Das recently 

Consumption Expenditure Survey prices. • Food prices are highly volatile,  How food items impact inflation cautioned that a rate cut would be “very 
influenced by monsoon dependency and (HCES) 2022–23, which highlighted a  Food and beverages currently account for risky,” despite calls from the industry to 
supply chain disruptions.decline in household spending on food. 45.9 per cent of the CPI basket, with over reduce rates to spur growth.

NEW DELHI.  Ola Electric Mobility Ltd extended 
its rally on Thursday, with shares rising over 6% 
to hit a high of Rs 93.60 in early trade. With this, 
the stock has gained over 35% in the last five 
sessions and has surpassed the Rs 90 target set by 
Citi on November 26.The brokerage had initiated 
coverage with a 'Buy' rating, citing Ola Electric’s 
dominance in the Indian electric two-wheeler 
(E2W) market and its long-term growth 
potential.Citi highlighted Ola Electric’s 
leadership position with a 38% market share in 
FY25 YTD. It also factored in the company’s 
broad product portfolio, robust R&D focus, 
vertical integration including Li-ion cell 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  a n d  l a r g e - s c a l e  
production.Upcoming launches such as 
motorcycles and electric three-wheelers are 
expected to be key volume drivers.While service-
related concerns have been a challenge, Citi 
expects these issues to diminish over time.

“We admit service perception has been negative of 

late but expect it to subside over the medium term 
as back-end supply chain catches up with volume 
growth,” the brokerage said.Valued at 4x FY26 
EV/sales, Citi sees Ola’s leadership in the E2W 
market as a strong advantage.

“Our target multiple is based at 10% premium to the 
average of the implied target EV/sales multiples 
for the 4 listed 2W OEMs under our coverage. We 
believe the premium is merited given Ola’s 
dominance in the E2W segment and potent long-
term growth opportunities,” Citi noted.Despite its 
positive stance on Ola, Citi still prefers Eicher 
Motors and Hero MotoCorp over Ola Electric due 
to their established positions and better 
profitability metrics. The brokerage highlighted 
Ola’s lack of EBITDA profitability but added that 
economies of scale and technology investments 
could improve its profitability over time.Ola’s 
upcoming Gen 3 platform and increased capacity 
utilization are expected to enhance profitability, 
according to Citi. However, risks like low EV 
penetration, stiff competition, and sustained 
service quality concerns could weigh on its 
prospects in the near term.As of 12:41 pm, shares 
of Ola Electric were trading 3.06% higher at Rs 
90.86 on the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).

Ola Electric shares continue 
positive rally, rise above Rs 90. 

Time to buy

NEW DELHI.  approximately half the company. entry.The health insurer could be Shares of Life Insurance 
valued at approximately Rs 4,000 Corporation of India (LIC) rose nearly If finalised, the deal is expected to help 
crore, making LIC's investment for a 4% in early trade after a media report LIC tap into the increasing demand for 
50% stake around Rs 1,750-2,000 indicated that the state-owned insurer health insurance, which constitutes 

crore.Unlisted ManipalCigna’s has moved closer to acquiring half of 
valuation is based on gross written ManipalCigna Health Insurance.
premium (GWP) metrics common in This potential deal would mark LIC’s 
the sector. The insurer reported a entry into the growing health 
GWP of Rs 1,691 crore in FY24. For insurance market, diversifying its 
context, listed standalone health business from its core life insurance 
insurers such as Star Health & Allied offerings.LIC shares were trading 
Insurance and Niva Bupa Health 2.09% at Rs 935.840 on the Bombay 
Insurance have valuations of 2-3 Stock Exchange (BSE) at 11:17 
times their GWP.am.ManipalCigna Health Insurance is 

LIC’s interest in the health insurance a joint venture between the Manipal 
sector has been evident. Managing Group, which holds a 51% stake, and 37% of India’s Rs 3 lakh crore general 
Director and CEO Siddhartha Mohanty Cigna Corporation, which owns 49%. insurance market.A person familiar 
recently indicated during an earnings An Economic Times report suggested with the talks told The Economic Times 
call that the company aims to acquire a both parties have signed a non- that the Manipal Group and Cigna 
stake in a standalone health insurer disclosure agreement, with discussions Corporation may reduce their stakes 
within the current financial year.underway for LIC to acquire proportionately to facilitate LIC’s 

Suraksha Diagnostic IPO 
opens tomorrow: Check 
price band, issue size, GMP

NEW DELHI. The initial public offering (IPO) of 
Suraksha Diagnostic Limited is set to open for 
bidding on Friday, November 29, 2024. The IPO aims 
to raise Rs 846.25 crore through an offer for sale 
(OFS) of 1.92 crore shares. The issue will remain 
open for subscription until December 3, 2024, with 
the listing expected on December 6, 2024, on both the 
BSE and NSE.Founded in 2005, Suraksha Diagnostic 
Limited provides comprehensive medical services, 
including pathology, radiology testing, and medical 
consultations. The company operates a central 
reference laboratory, complemented by 8 satellite 
laboratories and 215 customer touchpoints as of June 
30, 2024.Suraksha Diagnostic has a strong presence 
in eastern India, covering states like West Bengal, 
Bihar, Assam, and Meghalaya. The company also 
offers online and offline medical consultations 
through 44 diagnostic centres housing 120 
polyclinics and over 750 doctors.The IPO is being 
managed by ICICI Securities Limited, Nuvama 
Wealth Management Limited, and SBI Capital 
Markets Limited. Kfin Technologies Limited is the 
registrar for the issue.Since the IPO is an OFS, the 
company will not utilise the funds for operations or 
growth. Instead, the proceeds will benefit the existing 
shareholders selling their stakes.

BENGALURU: SoftBank CEO Masayoshi Son on 
Wednesday discussed Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
Gen AI potentials, investments and collaborations 
with portfolio start-up founders. Over 10-12 
founders including Paytm’s Vijay Shekhar 
Sharma, Flipkart CEO Kalyan Krishnamurthy, 
Lenskart’s co-founder Peyush Bansal, Ola’s 
Bhavish Aggarwal and InMobi founder Naveen 
Tewari were present, and the meeting was focused 
on AI and its future, sources aware of the meeting 
said.Later, he met a few founders one-on-one 
including Tewari and Aggarwal, among others. 
Sources said Tewari discussed works of InMobi 
and Glance in GenAI space. SoftBank made its 
first investment in InMobi in 2011. The consumer 
tech company leverages AI to drive growth and in 
2019, InMobi built Glance, the AI-based software 
company.In 2011, SoftBank invested $200 
million and InMobi became the first start-up in the 
country to turn into a unicorn. Sources added Son 
was excited to know about Glance and it looks like 
in future the Japanese firm might invest in Glance, 
which currently counts Google and Jio Platforms 
as its investors.Aggarwal also had a meeting with 
Son and shared the picture on X and said, “Always 
amazing to meet @masason.. Such an energising 
discussion on AI, AGI, Energy and India. We will 
make the future here in India together.”

Son visited India last year and SoftBank’s India 
portfolio consists of close to 27 start-ups 
including Swiggy, Ola Electric, First Cry, InMobi 
and Lenskart, among others. Earlier, as per 
reports, Son had met Reliance Industries’ Mukesh 
Ambani. Apart from InMobi, SoftBank’s other 
portfolio company OfBusiness is also targeting to 
go public next year.Reports claimed Microsoft-
backed OpenAI is allowing its employees to sell 
$1.5 billion worth of shares to SoftBank.

The Japanese investor, posted $7.7 billion profit in 
September quarter, has been betting big on AI and 
investments in India. It has invested about $15 
billion in Indian firms. Sources said he spoke 
about India’s opportunity in chip design and also 
made collaboration commitments and that the 
firm might invest more in the country.

SpiceJet share price rises after 
Aircastle drops insolvency case

Nine Adani Group firms trade 
higher; Adani Total soars 
nearly 19 per cent
NEW DELHI: Shares of nine of the 11 listed Adani 

Group firms were trading higher during morning 
trade on Thursday, with Adani Total Gas soaring 
nearly 19 per cent.

The stock of Adani Total Gas soared 18.58 per cent, 
Adani Power zoomed 11.44 per cent, Adani Energy 
Solutions jumped 9.99 per cent and Adani Green 
Energy surged 9.99 per cent on the BSE.

Shares of Adani Enterprises climbed 5.32 per cent, 
NDTV (3.35 per cent), Adani Wilmar (3.17 per cent), 
Adani Ports (2.25 per cent) and Sanghi Industries 
(2.19 per cent).Adani Energy Solutions and Adani 
Green Energy also hit their highest trading 
permissible limit for the day.

However, ACC and Ambuja Cements were trading 
marginally lower.The BSE benchmark Sensex traded 
688.82 points lower at 79,545.26 and the NSE Nifty 
quoted 222.20 points lower at 24,052.70.

On Wednesday, shares of all Adani Group firms ended 
sharply higher, with Adani Total Gas and Adani 
Power soaring nearly 20 per cent.Embattled 
billionaire Gautam Adani and his aides have not been 
charged under the US Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, 
an Adani Group entity said on Wednesday, adding 
that they faced three other charges, including 
securities and wire fraud that are punishable with 
monetary fines.The US Department of Justice's (US 
DOJ) indictment filed in a New York Court last week 
does not mention Gautam Adani, founder chairman 
of the ports-to-energy conglomerate, his nephew 
Sagar, or Vneet Jaain in any count related to 
conspiracy to violate the FCPA, Adani Green Energy 
Ltd (AGEL), said in a stock exchange filing.

AGEL is at the heart of the allegation of USD 265 
million bribes being paid to Indian officials to secure 
solar power sale contracts that could bring in USD 2 
billion of profits over a 20-year period to the firm.

The three -- executives at AGEL -- have only been 
charged with securities fraud conspiracy, wire fraud 
conspiracy, and securities fraud, the company said.

In general, the penalties for such charges are less severe 
than bribery.Adani Group had last week denied all 
allegations as baseless, and said it would seek legal 
recourse to defend itself.

SoftBank CEO meets startup 
founders

The govt is exploring a 
reduction in food's weight in 
the Consumer Price Index to 
reflect changing 
consumption patterns and 
manage inflation, as food 
prices remain volatile and 
seasonally driven
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