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50% Delhi government employees to work from
home due to air pollution: Gopal Rai

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Nov 20: Delhi air pollution:

Half of the staf f in Delhi govern-
ment of fices will work from home
in view of the deteriorating air
quality in the the national capital,
environment minister Gopal Rai
announced on Wednesday. Women
walk on a road near India Gate as
the sky is enveloped with smog
after Delhi's air quality worsened
due to air pollution, in New Delhi,
India, on Tuesday. Women walk on
a road near India Gate as the sky is
enveloped with smog after Delhi's
air quality worsened due to air pol-
lution, in New Delhi, “To reduce
pollution, Delhi government has
decided to implement work from
home in government of fices. 50%
of the staf f in government of fices
will work from home,” Rai wrote on X.
Earlier, the Delhi government announced
staggered office timings for its of fices and
the MCD. The timings of Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) offices were

fixed from 8.30 am to 5 pm, while that of
Delhi government of fices were 10 am to
6.30 pm. The air quality in Delhi and the

National Capital Region (NCR) remains in
"alarmingly high" levels, prompting con-
cerns about health and safety. Delhi logged
a 24-hour average air quality index (AQI) of
460 at 4pm on Tuesday, lower than the
record 494 clocked on Monday, but still in

the “severe-plus” classification. An AQI
between 401 and 450 is classified as
“severe” and 451 and 500 as “severe-plus”.

The scale is capped at 500. Experts
stressed that such levels of pollutants
expose people of all ages to a range
of short- and long-term ailments. The
city’s AQI has been severe on six of
the past seven days, as per the data
from the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB). It was 441 on Sunday,
417 on Monday, 396 on November 15,
424 on November 14 and 418 on
November 13. The Commission for
Air Quality Management (CAQM)
invoked stricter pollution control
measures for the Delhi-NCR under
Stage 4 of the Graded Response
Action Plan, or GRAP, that ban all
constructions and allow schools to
call of f classes for most students.

Weather forecasters said there would be lit-
tle respite for the city over at least the next
three days, with surface-level winds unlike-
ly to get stronger and disperse any of the
accumulated pollutants that have gripped
Delhi’s air for days now.

Election Commission takes action
against policemen after Akhilesh Yadav

Naresh Malhotra
Lucknow, Nov 20: The Election

Commission of India (EC) on Wednesday
ordered the suspension of two police
personnel for violating its guidelines on
checking of voters and stopping them
from casting votes in the Uttar Pradesh
bypolls. The action came after
Samajwadi Party (SP) president
Akhilesh Yadav raised the issue, urg-
ing the poll panel to act on video evi-
dence showing police personnel hin-
dering voters. Following the directive,
district election officers and superin-
tendents of police verified the com-
plaints and suspended the accused per-
sonnel for their misconduct. Bypolls
are currently underway in the nine
assembly seats of Ghaziabad, Katehari,
Khair, Kundarki, Karhal, Majhawan,
Meerapur, Phulpur and Sisamau.
Taking serious note of social media reports by
the Samajwadi Party alleging that certain com-
munities were being barred from voting, chief
election commissioner Rajiv Kumar directed

Uttar Pradesh election officials to ensure a fair
and impartial voting process. They were told to
take immediate cognisance of all complaints,
and take prompt action and inform the com-

plainant through social media also by tagging
them.  The Police Commissionerate of Kanpur
Nagar suspended the concerned sub-inspec-
tors, Arun Kumar Singh and Rakesh Nadar, for
violating the guidelines. In a post on X, it said,

“Everyone has been directed to ensure com-
plete compliance with the election process.” In
a post on X, Akhilesh Yadav had said that voters
were being stopped from voting by the police

administration. He appealed to the
Supreme Court and the poll body to take
immediate cognizance of the matter and
said, “All the police officers who are check-
ing voter cards and Aadhaar IDs should be
immediately suspended on the basis of the
video. Police has no right to check Aadhaar
ID cards or identity cards.” After EC took
cognizance of Yadav's complaints, the for-
mer UP chief minister took to X and said
voters who cops earlier stopped should
once again go and cast their votes. "The
Election Commission has also become
alert and now it is giving assurance that
those who have been stopped from voting
should go and cast their vote once again.
Now no malpractice will be allowed," he

said. Yadav further wrote, "If anyone stops you
again, then inform the Election Commission
officials or people from political parties present
there or complain directly to the Election
Commission. 

Delhi HC stays trial court
proceedings against P.Chidambaram

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Nov 20: The Delhi high

court on Wednesday stayed the trial
court proceedings against former Union
minister and senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram in the Aircel-Maxis case
lodged by the Enforcement Directorate.
The Delhi High Court also issued notice
to the Enforcement Directorate and
sought its response on P Chidambaram's
petition challenging the trial court's
order taking cognisance of the charge
sheet filed by the probe agency against
him and his son Karti Chidambaram in
the money laundering case. “Notice
issued. Till the next date of hearing, the
proceedings against the petitioner shall
remain stayed. List on January 22,”
Justice Manoj Kumar Ohri said, adding that
he will pass a detailed order later, news
agencySenior advocate N Hariharan and
lawyers Arshdeep Singh Khurana and
Akshat Gupta, representing P
Chidambaram, contended that the special
judge took cognisance of the charge sheet

for the alleged offence of money laundering
in the absence of any sanction for prosecu-
tion of the former Union minister who was a

public servant when the offence was alleged-
ly committed. The ED raised a preliminary
objection regarding the maintainability of P
Chidambaram's petition, asserting that no
sanction for prosecution was required as the
allegations were unrelated to his official
duties. As interim relief, P Chidambaram has
sought a stay on trial court proceedings,

which are currently at the stage of charge
consideration. The trial court had taken cog-
nizance of charge sheets filed by the Central

Bureau of Investigation and ED in the
Aircel-Maxis case on November 27,
2021, and summoned Chidambaram
and his son Karti. Chidambaram’s
counsel argued that under Section
197(1) of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC), prior sanction for
prosecution is mandatory when allega-
tions pertain to acts performed in an
official capacity. They claimed that the
ED had failed to secure this sanction,
rendering the proceedings improper.
The plea requested quashing the spe-
cial judge's order, which took cog-
nizance of offences under the

Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) without the necessary sanction.
The ED and CBI alleged that Chidambaram,
as Union finance minister in 2006, approved
the Foreign Investment Promotion Board
(FIPB) clearance for the Aircel-Maxis deal
beyond his authority, benefiting certain indi-
viduals and receiving kickbacks.

BJP alleges ‘scam’ done
on directions of Rahul, Sonia Gandhi

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Nov 20: The Bharatiya Janata

Party on Wednesday intensified its attack on
NCP (SP) leader Supriya Sule and
Congress' Nana Patale over allegations of
their involvement in the alleged Bitcoin
scam. The two leaders are accused of using
Bitcoin proceeds to fund Maharashtra elec-
tions by former IPS officer Ravindranath
Patil. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
which quickly latched onto the allegation,
has also released purported voice notes,
which they claim involve Sule and Patole in
a conspiracy to encash Bitcoins to influence
the electoral process. Supriya Sule and
Nana Patole have denied the allegations and
accused the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of
being behind it. Addressing a press confer-
ence, BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra claimed
that the alleged misappropriation was done as
per the directions of Congress leaders Rahul
Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi. Patra also rejected

the Opposition's claim that his party was
behind the "conspiracy" to target Sule and
Patole. He claimed that the alleged cryptocur-

rency scam occurred years ago, and the
Opposition's Maha Vikas Aghadi alliance used
the money in previous elections as well. Patra
claimed that about ?235 crore was involved in
the alleged scam.  “...There are 4 such audios
of Supriya Sule... Today Supriya Sule is saying

that this is AI generated, this is not my voice
whereas her own brother (Ajit Pawar) is saying
that this is her voice. So very clearly we can

hear what instructions Supriya Sule is giv-
ing and not only Supriya Sule, you can also
see Nana Patole how he is giving instruc-
tions to Amitabh Gupta who is the commis-
sioner...” Patra was quoted as saying by
ANI. “In the chat that has taken place in the
chat box, in Signal app, apart from Supriya
Sule and Nana Patole, there are some other
big players. If there is any biggest player in
this game of loot and corruption in this
country, then it is Sonia ji and Rahul ji. And
the way these things are happening alleged-
ly and crores of rupees are involved in it,
235 crores rupees which we are hearing...

We would like Rahul ji to hold a press confer-
ence on this and also give clarification from his
side that did he not give instructions to Nana
Patole?” he added. On her part, Sule has
denied the allegations by accusing the BJP of
resorting to “cheap politics”. 

Chandrababu Naidu should continue
as Andhra CM for another decade

ST Correspondent
Ranchi, Nov. 20: Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief

Minister Pawan Kalyan on Wednesday wished for TDP
supremo N Chandrababu Naidu to continue as the chief
minister of the state for another decade, considering his
experience, guidance and visionary foresight for achiev-
ing USD 1 trillion GSDP. Asserting that he has 'complete'
faith in Naidu, especially after seeing his governance
over the first 150 days of the new NDA regime, the
deputy CM highlighted that the southern state will
become a USD 1 trillion economy 'soon'. "I am telling the
chief minister (Naidu), not just five years, you have to
continue as the CM of this state for a decade. You have
to continue this spirit," said Kalyan while addressing the
assembly and added that USD 1 trillion amounts to Rs
7.65 lakh crore. At a time when the erstwhile YSRCP gov-
ernment had allegedly devastated Andhra Pradesh and
'took back the state government in all fields', the actor-
politician said that Naidu is needed for the state to 'race'
towards achieving the USD 1 trillion economy. Calling on
his Cabinet colleagues to work towards fulfilling the
CM's vision and dreams in their respective portfolios,
Kalyan appealed to Naidu to issue orders as to what they
should do at all times. Further, he thanked the CM
wholeheartedly for his speech on the first 150 days of the
government and noted that it instilled immense encour-
agement and faith in him for the future.

Investments worth Rs
85,000 cr cleared to create

34,000 jobs in state
New Delhi, Nov. 20: Andhra Pradesh

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu on
Wednesday said that the State Investment
Promotion Board (SIPB) has cleared invest-
ments worth Rs 85,000 to create 34,000 jobs.
Addressing the assembly, the chief minister
noted that these investments were cleared in
the first SIPB meeting held on November 19.
"Cleared over Rs 85,000 crore investments in
the SIPB (meeting), which will generate
34,000 jobs," said Naidu, and added that the
government will offer more incentives to com-
panies which create more jobs. As many as 10
investments were cleared, which includes Rs
61,780-crore joint venture between
Arcelormittal & Nippon Steel at
Bangarayyapeta near Nakkapalli to set up an
integrated steel plant with a captive port. A Rs
5,001-crore investment by LG Electronics
India Pvt Ltd, Kalyani Strategy Systems Ltd
(Rs 1,430 crore), Tafe Faurecia India Pvt Ltd
(Rs 76 crore), Philips Carbon Black (Rs 3,798
crore) and Azad India Mobility India Ltd (Rs
1,046 crore), among others. According to the
CM, there is fierce competition among states
over investments in the country and called on
officials to handle this competition carefully to
attract investments into Andhra Pradesh.

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, Nov 20: AIUDF general

secretary Rafiqul Islam on Wednesday
attacked Assam chief minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma over the renaming of the
Karimganj district, hinting that the name

was changed because it was linked to
Islam. "They only see Muslims in Karim,"
Rafiqul Islam added. Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Tuesday stated that the
Karimganj district will be renamed to
Sribhumi. "Over 100 years ago, Kabiguru
Rabindranath Tagore had described mod-
ern-day Karimganj District in Assam as
'Sribhumi'--the land of Maa Lakshmi.
Today the #AssamCabinet has fulfilled

this long-standing demand of our people,"
he wrote on X. Referring to Himanta
Biswa Sarma steering the BJP's election
campaign in Jharkhand, Islam said it is
difficult to say that he is the chief minister
of Assam. "The CM has nothing to do

right now. He stayed in
Jharkhand for a month. It is diffi-
cult to say that he is the chief
minister of Assam," he said.
Reacting to Himanta Biswa
Sarma's remark on Tuesday that
there was no meaning of
Karimganj in Assamese and
Bengali dictionaries, the MLA
said it was a historical name.
"Karimganj is a historical name.
So if those who are saying that
the names that are not in the dic-
tionary, which are not meaning-

ful, will change it, then thousands of
names in Assam will have to be changed,"
he added. "When India-Pakistan was
divided, at the time of the referendum,
some people came together to split this
district into two pieces and took the piece
of Sylhet with Pakistan. But it remained in
Assam. We speak in pride that our ances-
tors made efforts to keep Karimganj with
India during partition," he added.

AIUDF attacks Himanta Biswa
Sarma over Karimganj renaming

New Delhi, Nov.20: The Delhi High Court
on Wednesday pulled up a forest department
official for filing a plea seeking permission to
transplant three trees from a "deemed forest" for
the construction of a flyover. Justice Jasmeet

Singh asked the Deputy Conservator of Forest
(DCF) concerned to file an affidavit explaining if
the aspect of the area being a "deemed forest"
was considered by him before filing the applica-
tion for removal of the trees. In the application,
the DCF said that the PWD had sought the
transplantation of three trees for the construc-

tion of a flyover between Anand Vihar and
Dilshad Garden and the removal of trees was
necessary in that area to facilitate smooth flow of
traffic. The amicus curiae, lawyer Gautam
Narayan, and the counsel for the petitioner,

lawyer Aditya N Prasad, submitted that the
stretch in question was a deemed forest, as
disclosed in an affidavit filed by the city
authorities in the Supreme Court, and the
felling of trees, therefore, cannot be permit-
ted there. As the counsel for the applicant
DCF sought the court's permission to with-
draw the application, the court asked the
authority to first file an affidavit in the mat-
ter. "You file an affidavit. I am not permitting
you to withdraw today. How can you move
an application for cutting trees in a deemed
forest? First check, tell me was this inquiry
done," Justice Singh asked. "Let a clarifica-
tion be filed on affidavit indicating whether

this aspect was considered by the applicant
before filing the application," the judge ordered.
In August 2023, the court had ordered that no
permission for felling of trees would be granted,
while noting that the authorities were recklessly
granting permission for cutting trees and there
was total non-application of mind.

Delhi HC questions forest official over plea for
transplantation of trees from deemed forest

Bitcoin row: BJP targets Sule, Patole
New Delhi, Nov.20: The BJP on

Wednesday intensified its attack on
Maharashtra opposition leaders Supriya
Sule and Nana Patole for their alleged
involvement in using Bitcoins illegally to
fund elections, and claimed their roles will
surface during the probe. BJP spokesper-
son Sambit Patra also targeted Congress
leaders Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi,
and asked the Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha to hold a press conference on
the issue. In a press conference, Patra
rejected the opposition's claim that the
BJP was behind the "conspiracy" to target
them amid the Maharashtra polls as he
claimed that the suspected crypto curren-
cy fraud occurred years back and the
opposition alliance used the money in pre-
vious elections as well. It appears that the
money involved so far in this scam is Rs
235 crore, he claimed. Sule has rejected
the charges, including the audio records
purportedly featuring her voice, as fake
and said she has filed complaint with the
Election Commission and the
Maharashtra Police. "Familiar tactics of

spreading false information to manipulate
the righteous voters," she said. She said
on X, "The intent and mala fide actors
behind it are amply evident, condemn-
worthy that such practices are taking
place in a healthy democracy guided by
the Constitution of India." Patra claimed
that the matter came to light as Gaurav
Mehta, a person involved in crypto cur-
rency trade and an alleged link to this
case, decided to go public because he
feared danger to his life after he encashed
the Bitcoins to help opposition leaders.
The BJP leader claimed that the matter
has its roots in a crypto currency fraud in
2018, and a former IPS officer
Ravindranath Patil, who had joined private
sector and was tapped as an expert to help
the investigation, ended up getting arrest-
ed for misappropriating a crypto currency
wallet. Citing Patil's comments, Patra
claimed two other IPS officers were
involved in the missing wallet. Mehta had
then given evidence against Patil and
shared the alleged voice records of Sule
and Patole, he noted.
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Gurgaon: A day after suspending 
physical classes for all schools, the 
district administration issued an 
advisory for private institutions and 
corporate offices to consider asking 
their employees to work from home 
from Wednesday until further 
orders.The advisory, issued by deputy 
commissioner Ajay Kumar, referred 
to the GRAP IV notice of Commission 
for Air Quality Management, which 
stated that administrations in NCR 
districts may take a call on allowing 
public, municipal, and private offices 
to operate at 50% strength, with the 
rest working from home."In view of 
the above, all private institutions and 
corporate offices in Gurgaon are 
advised to guide their employees to 
work from home from Nov 20 until 

advisory."I received an email from into consideration, the work from further notice and, by doing so, assist 
office asking members of our team to home advisory is aimed at reducing in the effective implementation of the 
opt for work from home and use the number of vehicles on roads, GRAP measure aimed at sustaining 
masks if we must come to office," said which might help bring down and improving the air quality in the 
Pulkit Mishra, who works with an IT pollutants in the air."During Covid, region," read the order issued by 
firm.Sushma Pal, who works with a when people were working from Kumar on Tuesday.Those who need to 
consultancy, was asked to conduct her home in general, traffic volumes came travel to office have been advised to 
meetings on Zoom. "We will work down considerably. So did pollution carpool or use the public transport as 
from home for now and leave for across NCR, even in the peak of winter. much as possible.Workers at  
office only when it's absolutely This advisory will definitely help corporate offices said they had 
necessary," she told . reduce the traffic load on the streets," received emails and messages from 

an official said.Apart from taking the health of people their managers, citing the govt 

Survey of land to be acquired for New Noida starts

After online classes order, DC asks 
offices to consider WFH for staffers

his two sons, Ayan and Anam, went to Ghaziabad: A 24-year-old man who 
school, Zeeshan strangled his Parveen allegedly strangled his sister-in-law and 
with a scarf around 10.15 am. He then her infant daughter in their house in 
turned to his three-year-old niece and Bamheta village on Monday was upset 
tried to grab hold of her, but the child after his dream to work in Dubai was cut 
managed to escape. He then strangled the short when his brother refused to lend him 
three-month-old infant, lying on a cot, Rs 25,000, allegedly on the insistence of 
with his bare hands. After killing the two, his wife, to get a flight ticket. Mohamad 
Zeeshan stuffed his clothes in a bag and Zeeshan was arrested early on Tuesday, 
fled," the DCP said.During interrogation, barely hours after he sneaked back into 
the accused told cops that he went straight the house, this time, to attack his brother 
to the travel agency's office in Noida. "We to extract a "final revenge".DCP (rural) 
found that he misbehaved with the Surendra Nath Tiwari said the accused 
employees there and snatched the was hoping to start a job as a welder in 
receptionist's mobile and fled. Zeeshan Dubai and had paid an agent, Sanjar, Rs 
used this phone number to make multiple 1.30 lakh — an amount he had saved up 
calls to Burhaan. He allegedly threatened from his job in Pune — for a passport, visa 
his brother, saying he wouldn't spare him and ticket. While the agent had given him 

brother Mohamad Burhaan to lend him nursed a grudge against his sister-in-law either. Zeeshan claimed he returned to his a passport, Zeeshan was to get the ticket 
Rs 25,000 after reaching the latter's house as her cousin, Afroz, had insulted him brother's home later that night as he and visa from the agent's Noida office and 
in Ghaziabad on Nov 7. Burhaan initially over some argument barely two months wanted to "teach him a lesson" too, but take a flight on Nov 9, the officer 
agreed to help but apparently went back ago. It was Afroz who had later introduced didn't find Burhan as he had left for the said.Once in NCR, Zeeshan went to stay 
on his words after his wife, Shaheen Zeeshan to Sanjar.Police believe that burial ground," he said.Zeeshan was with his brother in Ghaziabad. When he 
Parveen, refused to give him the money. Zeeshan blamed the trio, along with his arrested for murder (BNS Section 103) went to get his documents from the 
Zeeshan blamed his brother and sister-in- brother, when his plan to get to Dubai did early on Tuesday from the Lal Kuan area agent's Noida office, he was told that the 
law for missing out on his dream job," the not work out and he lost his savings."On by a team of cops from Wave City PS and flight was cancelled and was asked to pay 
DCP said.Zeeshan, police said, also Monday, when Burhaan left for work and sent to judicial custody.up more money."Zeeshan asked his 

Man killed sister-in-law, infant niece as 
brother refused him 25k to fly to Dubai

In many NCR offices, flexi hours & 
work from home make a comeback

Noida: improves, or if there is any business or experienced chest pain and vomited As AQI reached the ‘severe' 
official emergency, will we call once I returned home. On Tuesday category in NCR cities for the first time 
employees into the office. morning, the office sent across a mail this season on Monday, many offices in 

announcing work from home for all. Noida and Gurgaon introduced flexible Some employees, who are currently out 
Schools have announced online classes.work hours and work-from-home, with of state for on-site work, have been 

some extending the measures for asked to stay back at their places until  Now, I can take care of my kids' online 
weeks.Human resource officials in some the air quality improves," he said.In classes as well as my office work 
offices said there was a sudden spurt in Gurgaon, Pawan Prabhat, co-founder simultaneously," Nidhi, who is 
e m p l o y e e s  c o m p l a i n i n g  a b o u t  of Shorthills AI, said, "Our company currently employed at a tech-based 
respiratory ailments, so they were has consistently followed a flexible company in Sector 62, said.Mridul 
responding with a mix of temporary hybrid work model ,  offer ing Arora, a senior manager at a private firm 
solutions to minimise exposure to the employees the option to work from said the haze and pollution were making 
toxic air."In light of the worsening air home based on factors like traffic, commuting unbearable. "Working from 
quality, we implemented WFH for 50% pollution or other road conditions. home lets me stay productive without 
of our workforce since Monday. Teams in Although no new air purifiers have jeopardising my safety
operations, public relations, and been added (recently), employees lakhs of vehicles out of roads in the two . This decision reflects a step towards a 
marketing are working remotely, while were encouraged to take extra care, and major NCR cities and forced working healthier work-life balance in these 
HR, accounts, and housekeeping staff those feeling unwell were allowed to professionals to resort to carpooling to challenging times," she added.Several 
continue to operate from the office with work from home."A human resource reach offices. After GRAP 4 was companies have also ramped up efforts to 
flexible hours and rotational WFH manager at a private info-tech company implemented on Monday, most schools improve on-site air quality by installing 
options. So far, the decision is taken for a in Noida's Sector 62 said they have across NCR went online. With offices additional air purifiers. However, the 
week and might get extended depending approved requests of employees who offering WFH options, workers said it results have been limited. "Even with 
upon the situation," N Swaminathan, HR have existing conditions such as asthma would help their kids attend online purifiers in a 32-seat workspace, the AQI 
manager of CN Network Media Services or other respiratory ailments and have classes using their phones and laptops. only dropped marginally," Swaminathan 
in Noida's Sector 2.In Sector 10, requested work from outstation to avoid said. "Employees commuting from areas On Monday, when I reached the office, the 
Cuberoutes offices are completely closed the city's hazardous air.Stage 3 of the like Delhi or Gurgaon are exposed to entire floor was filled with haze. Despite 
from Monday, said founder and director Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP), harmful air regardless, making WFH a ACs and air purifiers, it was suffocating 
Ravinder Bansal. "Only if the air quality which came into effect on Nov 15, took safer option."inside the office. By evening, I 

17 injured as 3 vehicles 
pile up on EPE on foggy 
morning
Noida: At least 17 persons were injured after 

multiple vehicles piled up on the Eastern 
Peripheral Expressway (EPE) as visibility 
reduced to only a few metres on a foggy Tuesday 
morning.The spate of accidents, police said, 
occurred around 5.15am near Dadupur village 
under the Ecotech 1 police station."Three vehicles 
were involved in the pileup – two trucks and a bus. 
A team was rushed to the spot after passersby 
informed us about the accident. Seventeen people 
were injured and were taken to a nearby hospital 
for treatment. Dense fog early in the day caused 
the series of accidents," said Anuj Kumar, the 
SHO of Ecotech-1 police station.Preliminary 
investigation revealed that a truck travelling from 
Kasna to Faridabad crashed into another from 
behind. Subsequently, a bus carrying passengers 
to Mathura from Panipat rammed the second truck, 
leaving many of its passengers injured."After 
sending the injured passengers to hospital, our 
primary task was to remove the damaged vehicles 
from the busy EPE. All the passengers suffered 
minor injuries and were discharged from hospital 
after treatment," Kumar said.With visibility a 
concern during winter, administrations in various 
districts of NCR come out with advisories with 
reduced speed limits on expressways and other 
major highways. Through this week, IMD has 
predicted foggy conditions for Noida and 
Ghaziabad.On Monday, the Noida administration 
issued a comprehensive road safety advisory to 
reduce the risk of accidents on speedways.

"The measures include ensuring vehicles are 
equipped with functional fog lamps and wipers. 
Damaged wipers or fog lamps should be repaired 
immediately or installed if they are missing. 
These are essential for navigation in low-visibility 
conditions," states the advisory by district 
magistrate Manish Kumar Verma.

The advisory also warns drivers against using 
emergency indicators during fog as it can obstruct 
the use of turn signals and raise the risk of 
collisions. They should,instead, rely on 
headlights, it says."For enhanced visibility, 
radium stickers are recommended for both two-
wheelers and four-wheelers. Motorcyclists 
should wear helmets, keep lights and indicators 
functional, and use woollen clothing to stay warm. 
These precautions aim at protecting drivers and 
reducing the chance of accidents in fog-prone 
season," the advisory says.

In a meeting on Monday, DM Verma asked his 
officials to set up night shelters for the homeless. 
These shelters will include essential amenities 
such as blankets, mattresses, drinking water, and 
functional toilets. 

News box

Noida: Residents of Sector 105 in Noida have raised 
complaints about sewage being dumped near the sector 
gate for several days. On Tuesday, they staged a protest 
against this illegal dumping and demanded immediate 
action from the civic body."There is a commercial 
property located to the right of our gate number 3, 
where sewage waste is being dumped. Several 
complaints have been made to the Noida Authority, but 
there has been no resolution, even under GRAP Stage 4, 
implemented to curb pollution. The accumulated 
sewage waste has now spread over an area of up to 1 
km. More than 9,000 residents of Sector 105 are being 
forced to endure the foul stench caused by the dumping 
of sewage and garbage near the sector gate," said 
Deepak Sharma, RWA president of Sector 105.

Residents further alleged that when they wrote to the 
CEO of the Noida Authority, an attempt was made to 
cover the waste with soil.Rajeev Dublish, the RWA 
general secretary, added, "As per pollution regulations, 
the intersoil used should be non-biodegradable, but the 
sewage waste being dumped here is biodegradable. It 
is rotting and spreading a terrible stench. The smell 
persists as no permanent solution has been 
implemented. Many residents are already complaining 
of breathing issues due to pollution, and this foul smell 
is making the situation worse."Unable to find a 
permanent solution, residents of the sector organised a 
protest near the dumping site on Tuesday.A response 
from the Noida Authority is still awaited.

Muck piles up on roads, 
residents protest

Noida: The Noida Authority has started landowners, village residents, and and recreational areas, 4% for 
a survey of the land set to be acquired gram pradhans to get their consent for commercia use, 8% for public 
for the development of the Dadri- land acquisition." institutions, and the remaining for 
Noida-Ghaziabad Investment Region other development projects.According Land measuring 209.11 sqkm across 80 
(DNGIR) – commonly referred to as to officials, the DNGIR area has been villages from the Gautam Budh Nagar 
New Noida. The Noida Authority CEO, identified as one of the key proposed and Bulandshahr districts has been 
along with other officials, carried out a investment regions in the first phase of notified for this. Of these 80 villages 
preliminary survey on Monday in the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor falling under the DNGIR area, 63 are in 
Bulandshahr  before  the  land (DMIC). This area has excellent Bulandshahr while the remaining __ 
acquisition begins.Noida CEO Lokesh connectivity through road and rail are in GB Nagar.The Authority plans to 
M said, "We inspected the proposed links to the rest of the state as well as develop the area in four phases - 3,165 
land in the Sikandrabad area of the country. It will have Noida, Greater hectares will be acquired in Phase 1 by 
Bulandshahr. We also inspected the Noida, YEIDA area, and also the Noida 2027, 3,798 hectares in Phase 2 by 
land in Jokhabad village for a I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  i n  i t s  2032, 5,908 hectares in Phase 3 by 
temporary office of the Noida vicinity.These adjoining urban areas 2037, and 8,230 hectares in Phase 4 by 
Authority, which will supervise the have a well-evolved road network, 2041.In Oct, the state govt approved 
land acquisition and development state-of-the-art physical and social the Authority's Master Plan 2041. 
works in the area. infrastructure along with some of the Under this, the Authority has 

bes t  res ident ia l ,  commercia l ,  The officials have been directed to start earmarked 40% of the acquired land 
institutional, and entertainment areas, the land acquisition process. Soon, we for industrial purposes, 13% for 
officials added.will hold meetings with the local residential purposes, 18% for green 

52 nabbed for cyber frauds 
in 4 months, 9 crore 
recovered
Noida: As many as 52 people were arrested by Noida 

police from various states in connection with cases of 
cyber fraud over the past four months. The cops also 
managed to recover Rs 9 crore that the accused had 
taken from targets.Apart from these, raids in five sham 
call centres led to the arrest of 71 people over a period 
of time. Officials said they had tracked down the 
accused cyber frauds to states such as Rajasthan, 
Maharashtra, Haryana, Punjab, Gujarat, Delhi, apart 
from UP, recovering Rs 9.4 crore in total. According to 
the officials, 23 of these cases were successfully 
prosecuted during this period.Noida police 
commissioner Laxmi Singh said police were regularly 
carrying out drives to raise awareness among people 
about cybercrime."We've intensified our efforts to 
alert residents about various cyber frauds, such as 
digital arrests, share trading, investment schemes, and 
utility bill-related crimes. Our outreach extends to 
RWAs in various sectors and educational institutions 
as well," she added.

Cyber cops have also set up a dedicated WhatsApp 
group with RWA representatives to share real-time 
updates about emerging threats and scams. Of late, 
they also conducted interactive sessions for university 
students in collaboration with Adobe."Our initiatives 
included lectures at cyber security school and expert-
led sessions," Singh said, adding, "the team 
participated on Cyber Security Day organised by 
Noida Industries' Association and maintained a 
presence at Greater Noida Expo to promote cyber 
safety." Police have also conducted extensive training 
sessions with major banking institutions, such as SBI, 
PNB, ICICI, HDFC, Bank of India, Bank of Baroda, 
and Bandhan Bank. These sessions emphasised on the 
importance of thorough customer verification 
processes and transaction monitoring to prevent large-
scale frauds.

Gurgaon: NHAI requested GMDA to accelerate the 
payment of Rs 100.5 crore for relocating utilities as 
part of the renovation project at Hero Honda Chowk 
and Umang Bharadwaj Chowk last week. The 
development work covers a 2.2km segment of the 
Gurgaon-Pataudi-Rewari portion of NH-352W and 
are being carried out by NHAI, while GMDA is 
funding the project.According to estimates, shifting 
of a water supply pipeline will cost Rs 33.11 crore, 
while relocating sewer and stormwater drainages 
falling along this road will cost Rs 23.75 
crore.Additionally, an estimate of Rs 43.63 crore has 
been prepared for the relocation of high-tension 
electrical lines.

An NHAI official said that they have to start the 
shifting works before the construction begins. 
"Since it is a busy stretch, we have to prepare a traffic 
diversion plan and service road so that there is 
minimal disruption during construction," the official 
added.Meanwhile, a GMDA official said a partial 
amount of the project cost was transferred to NHAI. 
This project was part of a broader plan, first 
approved in 2017, to widen and improve the 5.6 km 
stretch between Hero Honda Chowk and Dwarka 
Expressway.

While GMDA completed its work on the 3 km section 
between Umang Bharadwaj Chowk and Dwarka 
Expressway and NHAI operationalised the 
underpass on the expressway, the works on the 2.2 
km stretch between Hero Honda Chowk and Umang 
Bharadwaj are yet to take off. The project was 
originally financed by GMDA, while HSVP was 
responsible for handing over the land required for 
the revamp of the 2.2 km stretch.The revamp plan 
underwent several revisions over the years. Initially, 
NHAI proposed to widen the road into six lanes with 
a flyover at Umang Bharadwaj Chowk, and the work 
for this was originally supposed to start in 2019. But 
later, it was decided that the project would be merged 
with the Gurgaon-Pataudi-Rewari Highway, 
pushing the start date to Nov 2021 and the deadline 
to Nov 2023.

Later in 2022, Gurgaon MP and Union Minister Rao 
Inderjit Singh insisted on the construction of an 
elevated road between Hero Honda and Umang 
Bharadwaj Chowk, citing demand from RWAs and 
industrial associations. The approval of metro 
expansion works cast a shadow of doubt on the 
project.

Revamp of  2 key junctions: 
NHAI seeks Rs 100 crore for 
shifting utilities

New Delhi, Thursday, 21 November 2024

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as ABDAL AJIJE
SHEKH son of Shri GOLAM MOSTAFA
SHEKH, residing at 34/A, Shahpur Jat,
Sahpurjat, South Delhi, Delhi-110049,
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as ROHIT SHEKH. I have
changed my name only not my religion.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
SHAILAJA JAYANTI alias SHAILAJA J.
D/o Mr. V. JAGANNADHA RAO and Ex.
wife of Mr. J. LAKSHMI NARAYANA
residing at 55-G, Pocket K Sheikh Sarai
Phase 02, VTC:  Malviya Nagar, PO:
Malviya Nagar, Sub District: Hauz
Khas, District: South Delhi, Delhi-
110017, declare that I got divorce from
my husband vide court decree No.
HMA No.501/2020 dated 23-11-2023.
Further I have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as SHAILAJA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
NIDHI CHOUHAN W/O RANJEET
SINGH R/O 339, WZ-BLOCK-
NARAINA VILLAGE, DELHI,
NARAINA, NCT OF DELHI-110028
declare that name of mine and my hus-
band have been wrongly written as
NIDHI CHAUHAN and RANJIT SINGH
in my aadhaar card No. 3961 4310
6210. The actual name of mine and my
husband are NIDHI CHOUHAN and
RANJEET SINGH respectively which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform to the public at large that
Mrs. Riya Jain who is intending to pur-
chase the First Floor, Without Roof
Rights, Measuring 51 Sq. Yds.,
Property No.1/1967, Khasra No.133 &
878/136, Situated At Chandrawali Alias
Shahdara, East Ram Nagar, Shanti
Building, Illaqa Shahdara, Delhi-
110032 from Mr. Pankaj Chauhan who
became owner vide Sale Deed dated
04.10.2022 (Doc. No.7235) executed
by Mr. Naresh Kumar Goyal and same
to be finance & mortgage by Hinduja
Housing Finance Ltd., having its
Branch at Shalimar Garden, U.P. That,
Original Sale Deed dated 03.06.2013
(Vide Doc. No.2675) executed by Mr.
Sumesh Chadha and Mr. Sunil Kumar
in favour of Mr. Naresh Kumar Goyal
has lost/misplaced and FIR of the same
lodged. So, to comply the requirements
of BANK/NBFC, we give this public
notice that if any Person having any
type of claim /right/title/interest/creating
mortgage over the said property, may
inform in writing, at the address men-
tioned below, about his objections, with-
in 7 days from today, failing which it
shall be presumed that the said proper-
ty is free from all type of
Encumbrances, lien etc.

Advocate Abhishek Singh
A-2/367, Nand Nagri,

Near GTB Enclave,
SDM Court Nand Nagri, Delhi-110093 

Mobile: 7706007066
Email: advabhisingh1993@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public that
M/s Virat Developers is the owner of
Plot no. 15, area measuring
92+200.4=292.4 sq. yards., out of
Khasra no. 15/2/1 & 15/15/1 situated in
the Revenue Estate of village Razapur
Khurd, colony known as Sainik
Enclave, Sec-V, Mohan Garden, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059 through Sale
Deed dated 10.04.2024 regd. as doc.
No. 2024/25/I/9759 executed by Mr.
Prem Kumar Jain in favour of M/s Virat
Developers through its partners Mr.
Rajesh Gupta in respect of said Plot.
M/s Virat Developers intends to trans-
fer the ownership by way of Sale Deed
of Second Floor without roof rights back
side portion, area measuring 50 sq.
yards. of aforementioned Plot to Mr.
Ravinder Kumar. Subsequently, Mr.
Ravinder Kumar is in the process of
mortgaging the said property with
SMFG India Home Finance Co. Ltd.
(Formerly Fullerton India Home
Finance Co. Ltd.). Any objections or
concerns regarding this transaction
should be raised within a period of 07
days from the date of this public notice.
Any objections submitted after the com-
pletion of this 07-day period will not be
considered binding with respect to the
said property or the interests of our
client. If anyone wishes to raise an
objection, please do so within the stipu-
lated 07-days period by contacting.

Law Veritas: North (Advocates &
Legal Consultants) at

Office No. 11, 1st Floor, Building No.
A-44/A, Sector-16, Noida, Uttar

Pradesh-201301; Landline(s):
+910120-3101683,

E-mail: accounts@lvnorth.in

NAME CHANGE
I, SAAIM SHAMSUR RAHMAN S/O
SHAMSUR RAHMAN residing at K-
38/T F, BATLA HOUSE, JAMIA
NAGAR, OKHLA, DELHI-110025 have
changed my name to SAIM SHAMSUR
RAHMAN for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, ALKA POONIA wife of  JC-703795W
Rank-SUB Name- SURESH KUMAR
R/O VPO-SOMASI, TEH-CHURU,
DISTT-CHURU, RAJASTHAN-331001
have changed my name from ALKA
POONIA to ALKA for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 20/11/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SARASWATI SAMANTA D/O
NISHIKANT SAMANTA R/O 64-B, SID-
DARTH NAGAR, E- BLOCK, ASHRAM,
DELHI - 110014, have changed my name
from SARASWATI TO SARASWATI
SAMANTA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I,shabeena w/o Zulfiqar ali R/O 868-D
Gali no 22 Zakir nagar.okhla delhi 110025
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
Shabeena naz

NAME CHANGE
I  hitherto known as Santa alias
Santra D/O Rameshr W/O Anar
Singh,R/O NEAR BHARAT SHAKTI
PUBLIC SCHOOL, M-54, KRISHAN
VIHAR, PO: Sultanpuri C Block, DIST:
North West Delhi Delhi-110086,have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as SANTRA.

NAME CHANGE
I, KIRAN DEVI mother of No-
15450324F, Rank-HAV, Name-NEETU
KUMAR residing at VILL-NAGLA
RAMIYAN, PO-PACHON, TEHSIL-
SIKANDRA RAO, DISTT- HATHRAS,
UP-204211 have changed my name
from KIRAN DEVI to SUSHILADEVI for
all future purposes vide Affidavit Dated
20/11/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, JHANSI RANI SWAIN Wife of No-
15498724L Rank-HAV (INT GD) Name-
MANOJ KUMAR SWAIN Resident of
VILL-NALANGA, PO-BODAL, TEH-
NAUGAON, DIST-JAGATSINGHPUR,
ODISHA-754113 have changed my
name from JHANSI RANI SWAIN to
JHANSI RANI BISWAL for all future
purposes vide Affidavit dated
14/11/2024 before Notary Public,
KEONJHAR, ODISHA.

NAME CHANGE
I, USHA mother of BORKAR
MANGESH MADHUKAR presently
residing at VTC-SILODHA, DIST-
AKOLA, MAHARASHTRA-444001,
have changed my name from USHA to
USHABAI MADHUKAR BORKAR for
all future purposes and in my son’s
service record my date of birth wrongly
mentioned as 03/05/1973 instead of my
correct date of birth as 01/01/1971 Vide
Affidavit dated 20/11/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, MADHUKAR father of BORKAR
MANGESH MADHUKAR presently
residing at VTC-SILODHA, DIST-
AKOLA, MAHARASHTRA-444001,
have changed my name MAD-
HUKAR to MADHUKAR BABANRAO
BORKAR for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 20/11/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, BORKAR MANGESH MADHUKAR
father of RUDRA presently residing at
VILL-NANANAGAR, AKOT ROAD,
DURGA NAGAR, SHILODA, AKOLA,
MAHARASHTRA-444006, have
changed my minor son’s name from
RUDRA to RUDRA MANGESH
BORKAR for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 20/11/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-777625F RANK-SUB NAME-
RAUSHAN KUMAR Presently residing
at VPO-MASARHI, TEHSIL-FATWA,
DIST-PATNA, BIHAR-803201, have
changed my daughter’s name from ISHI-
KA to ISHIKA KUMARI for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 19/11/2024
before Executive Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I,RAFIZ JAMA KAHAN SON OF DOST
MOHAMMAD R/O H NO. C-12/226,
YAMUNA VIHAR, NORTH EAST,
DELHI 110053 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME RAFI UZAMA KHAN FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as CHANCHAL alias
NISHA D/O KHUSHI RAM W/O JAI
SINGH R/O A-62-1, GOLDEN
ENCLAVE, RANA ENCLAVE PART-1,
NAJAFGARH, SOUTH WEST DELHI-
110043 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as NISHA.

NAME CHANGE
I, ABDUL SATTAR S/O RAFI UZAMA
KHAN R/O H NO. C-12/220, YAMU-
NA VIHAR, NORTH EAST, DELHI
110053 HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
ABDUL SATTAR KHAN FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

NAME CHANGE
I, SHAMSUR RAHMAN ANSARI S/O
ABDUR RAHMAN residing at K-38/T
F, BATLA HOUSE, JAMIA NAGAR,
OKHLA, DELHI-110025 have
changed my name to SHAMSUR
RAHMAN for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, FARAH DEEBA ANSARI W/O
SHAMSUR RAHMAN residing at K-
38/T F, BATLA HOUSE, JAMIA
NAGAR, OKHLA, DELHI-110025 have
changed my name to FARAH DEEBA
for all future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I, DILIP
KUMAR S/O NARAYAN VERMA R/O
H.No.314, J.J. Colony, A-Block, Bakkar
Wala, West Delhi-110041 declare that
name of my father has been wrongly writ-
ten as KAILASH PRASAD in my Pan
Card No.GUGPK2188P, KAILASH
VERMA in my Voter ID Card
No.NEL2793163, KAILASH PARSHAD in
my Driving License No.
DL0920120174371 and name of my
father and my mother has been wrongly
written as KAILASH PARSHAD and
KUNTI DEVI in my 10th & 12th Class edu-
cational documents, The actual name of
my father and my mother are NARAYAN
VERMA and BALA respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, Satana Devi Mother of Sunil Kumar
presently residing at Ibrahimpur
Nawabad, Fatehpur, Uttar Pradesh -
212631 have changed my name from
Satana to Satana Devi vide affidavit
dated 20 Nov. 2024 executed before
Notary Public, Delhi (India).

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as NANDNI D/o
RAM RAJ residing at 457, Chandi
wali Gali, Mantola, Pahar Ganj,
Central Delhi, Delhi - 110055 have
changed my name and shall here-
after be known as MUSKAN.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I, LAL
SINGH S/o BUDHI RAM KAMI, R/o
J-130, Parvatiya Camp, Sector-4, RK
Puram, Sector-4, South West Delhi,
Delhi-110022, declare that name of
mine and my Father have been
wrongly written as LAL SINGH KAMI
and BUDDHI RAM KAMI in my NIOS
10th Class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine and my
Father are LAL SINGH and BUDHI
RAM KAMI which may be amended
accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, SAVULI DEVI W/o RAMESH R/o
H.No. - 20, Block - J3, Gali No. - 6,
Near Vir Bazar, Sangam Vihar, Deoli,
South Delhi - 110062 have changed
the name of my minor son ROHAN
ARYA aged 14 year and he shall
hereafter be known as LUCKY.

NAME CHANGE
I, TARUN JAIN S/o SATPAL JAIN,
R/o CP-232, Near Sachdeva Public
School, Pitampura, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110034, have changed the
name of my minor Daughter
MAHREEN JAIN, aged 13 years and
she shall hereafter be known as
MAHRREEN JAIN.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as ARTI PANDEY alias
ARTI MISHRA D/o RAM SUHAWAN
PANDEY W/o RAMAKANT MISHRA
residing at A-15, 1st Floor, Near East
Delhi Medical Center, Mansarovar Park,
Shahdara, Delhi - 110032 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as ARTI MISHRA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given by Mr. Ram
Kishor Sah is purchasing the Vacant Plot
area measuring 50 Sq. Yds. i.e. 41.8 i.e.
Sq. mtrs. out of Khasra No. 112, situated
in Deepak Enclave, Village Chipyana
Khurd, Tigri Pargana, Tehsil Dadri, District
Gautam Budh Nagar from Mrs. Meena
who is the owner of the above mentioned
property vide Sale Deed dated
05.05.2015 and Mr. Ram Kishor Sah will
be taking financial assistance from Aditya
Birla Housing Finance Ltd. If any
person(s) /Institution has/have any objec-
tion(s) or claim(s) with respect to the right,
title or interest in the said property may
please contact us within 07 days from the
date of this notice on the address men-
tioned herein below, failing which my
client(s) shall not be held responsible in
any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan & Khaitan
A-38 Kailash Colony, 

New Delhi-110048
Contact #011-49774545

are directing customers to shops where crackers are
least likely to be found. "I was asked to visit a tent house
in Raj Nagar Extension to get crackers for my children.
One of my friends got them from a paan stall. But this
time, they have increased their rates by almost 25%," a
Raj Nagar resident said.Dinesh P Kumar, additional CP,
said no permits were handed out to cracker
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change, global instability, and the World. With banners, bullhorns, 
impact of Brexit. Many view the and toy tractors, thousands of 
tax hike as the final straw in a British farmers gathered 
series of setbacks.Starmer’s outside Parliament on Tuesday 
Labour government argues that to protest against a tax hike 
the majority of farms—around they claim will deal a “hammer 
75%—will remain unaffected by blow” to struggling family 
the tax, with various exemptions f a r m s . B r i t i s h  f a r m e r s ,  
allowing farming couples to pass typically less militant than their 
estates worth up to £3 million European counterparts, have 
tax-free. The 20% levy is half the refrained from staging large-
40% inheritance tax applied to scale demonstrations like those 
other property.Camilla Marshall, seen in France and elsewhere in few tractors adorned with banners 

a  s p o k e s p e r s o n  f o r  S t a r m e r,  Europe. However, they now warn they reading “the final straw” and “no 
acknowledged the decision was will escalate their actions if the farmers, no food” rolled past Downing 
“difficult” but confirmed it would not government fails to respond.At the Street.The demonstration, estimated by 
be reconsidered.Proponents of the tax centre of the discontent is the pol ice to  have drawn 13,000 
argue it will target wealthy individuals government’s decision to abolish a participants, saw protesters holding 
who have purchased farmland as an longstanding tax break from the 1990s signs such as “Stand with a farmer, not 
investment, driving up costs and that exempts agricultural property from Starmer.” Children on toy tractors 
pricing out younger farmers. “High inheritance tax. Under the new rules, circled Parliament Square following 
land prices are robbing young farmers farms valued at over £1 million will speeches, including one by former Top 
of the dream of owning their own face a 20% tax when transferred to the Gear presenter and celebrity farmer 
farm,” wrote Environment Secretary next generation upon the owner’s death, Jeremy Clarkson. Inside Parliament, 
Steve Reed in *The Daily Telegraph*.effective from April 2026. 1,800 farmers joined a “mass lobby” 

However, the NFU contends that more “Everyone’s furious,” said Olly Harrison, organised by the National Farmers’ 
than 60% of working farms could be co-organiser of the protest, which saw Union (NFU).NFU President Tom 
affected, noting that while farms may demonstrators flood the streets near Bradshaw criticised the policy as 
appear valuable on paper, profits are Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s “simply unacceptable,” saying, “It 
often modest. Government data shows Downing Street office. Harrison said undermines British food security at a 
that average farm incomes declined last many farmers are ready “to block roads time when we need it most.”
year, with grazing livestock farms and go full French.”Protest organisers The tax change adds to mounting 
earning around £17,000 and specialist urged participants not to bring heavy challenges for farmers, including 
poultry farms generating £143,000.machinery into central London, but a volatile weather worsened by climate 

NEWS BOX

Prince William and Kate Middleton’s security 
breach exposes how ‘ineffective’ Royal Security is

Thousands of British farmers 
protest against tax on inheritance

into office next year.“We’re not going congresswoman added that Johnson 
to have men in women’s bathrooms,” assured her the bathroom provision 
Johnson told The Associated Press. would be included in any changes to 
“I’ve been consistent about that with House rules for the next Congress.“If it’s 
anyone  I ’ve  ta lked  to  about  not,” she said. “I’ll be ready to pick up 
this.”Johnson earlier in the day the mantle.”
emphasized the need to “treat all MCBRIDE CALLS OUT ‘BULLYING’
persons with dignity and respect,” Democra t s ,  i nc lud ing  McBr ide ,  
adding, “This is an issue that Congress denounced the GOP effort as “bullying” 
has never had to address before, and and a “distraction.”“This is a blatant 
we’re going to do that in deliberate attempt from far right-wing extremists to 
fashion with member consensus on it.” distract from the fact that they have no 

MCBRIDE’S A MAN: REPUBLICAN real solutions to what Americans are 
LEADER facing,” McBride said. “We should be 

prevalent across the U.S. and was a focal A resolution proposed Monday by GOP focused on bringing down the cost of 
point of President-elect Donald Trump’s Rep. Nancy Mace of South Carolina housing, health care, and child care, not 
campaign. At least 11 states have adopted would prohibit any lawmakers and House manufacturing culture wars.”Rep. 
laws barring transgender girls and women employees from “using single-sex Katherine Clark, the No. 2 Democrat in the 
from girls and women’s bathrooms at facilities other than those corresponding House, quipped that House Republicans 
public schools, and in some cases other to their biological sex.” Mace said the bill are already “off to a great start.”“What are 
government facilities.is aimed specifically at McBride, who was they talking about there, on day one, is Washington. House Speaker Mike Johnson 

“I’m absolutely, 100% gonna stand in the elected to the House this month from where one member out of 435 is going, signalled support Tuesday for a Republican 
way of any man who wants to be in a Delaware. where she is going to use the bathroom?” effort to ban Democrat Sarah McBride — 
women’s restroom, in our locker rooms, in the Massachusetts lawmaker said during a the first transgender person to be elected to The debate over whether transgender people 
our changing rooms,” Mace said told press conference Tuesday. “That is their Congress — from using women’s should be allowed to use the bathrooms that 
reporters Tuesday. The second-term focus?”restrooms in the Capitol once she’s sworn align with their gender identity has been 

World. Prince William and Kate report of burglary at a property on reminder” of potential threats.
Middleton are prioritizing their Crown Estate land near to the A308 in Prince William wants to ‘keep this 
children's safety following a security Windsor… No arrests have been made under wraps’
breach at the Windsor Castle estate, at this stage, and an investigation is A source told Fox News Digital that only 
where the family resides.The incident ongoing.” Prince George was made aware of the 
has raised concerns about royal security Windsor Castle grounds is ‘quite situation. “William was very keen to 
as masked burglars broke into a farm scary’ keep this under wraps until the situation 
building near Adelaide Cottage, the Royal expert Kinsey Schofield, host of was concluded as he didn’t want to 
Prince and Princess of Wales' home the To Di For Daily podcast, remarked, cause any alarm,” said royal  
with their three children: Prince “It is quite scary for the people that live commentator Neil Sean.“Police have 
George, Princess Charlotte, and Prince within the Windsor Castle grounds… not ruled out that this could’ve been an 
Louis. The break-in reportedly It’s disappointing to discover how inside job… [The burglars] knew 
occurred just five minutes from cottage, ineffective [security measures] have exactly where to find the stolen 
the family's home since 2022. been.”“The ease with which the equipment.”Notably, both Kate and 

The break-in, which occurred late on perpetrators breached the security King Charles III faced health issues, 
October 13, involved the theft of a perimeter underscores vulnerabilities with Kate undergoing chemotherapy 
black Isuzu pickup and a red quad bike. that could… be exploited for more earlier this year. Prince William 
Thames Valley Police confirmed the sinister purposes,” Jonathan Sacerdoti, described 2024 as “the hardest year of 
incident, stating, “At around 11:45 p.m. a British broadcaster, told Fox News my life” during a recent trip to South 
on Sunday 13 October, we received a Digital and flagged it as “a troubling Africa.

Benjamin Netanyahu vowed not to allow northern Israel communities daily. 
the Iran-backed Hezbollah return to its More than 68,000 residents of 
pre-war strength."We will be required, in northern Israel are displaced from 
order to ensure our security in the north, to their homes. Hezbollah leaders 
systematically carry out operations--not have repeatedly said they would 
only against Hezbollah's attacks, which continue the attacks to prevent 
could come. Even if there is a ceasefire, Israelis from returning to their 
nobody can guarantee it will hold. So it's homes.According to United 
not only our reaction, a preventive Na t ions  Secu r i t y  Counc i l  
reaction, a reaction in the wake of attack Resolution 1701, which ended the 

WORLD. Israeli soldiers seized a weapons but also the capacity to prevent Hezbollah 2006 Second Lebanon War, 
cache located beneath a schoolyard in from strengthening," said Netanyahu Hezbollah is forbidden from 
southern Lebanon, the Israel Defense during an address to the Knesset. operating in southern Lebanon 
Forces disclosed on Tuesday.The weapons south of the Litani River.At least Sarit Zahavi, president and founder of the 
were found in an underground Hezbollah 1,200 people were killed, and 252 villages of south Lebanon is used in some Alma Research Center, told The Press 
facility tens of meters long. Rockets, Israelis and foreigners were taken hostage way by Hezbollah for military purposes, be Service of Israel in August that Hezbollah 
explosive charges, rocket-propelled in Hamas's attacks on Israeli communities it weapons storage, the entrance of a tunnel, doctrine makes extensive use of civilian 
grenades and other weapons were seized. near the Gaza border on October 7. Of the or a launchpad for shooting rockets at areas, where many more weapons, 

The army added that soldiers also captured 97 remaining hostages, more than 30 have Israel," she explained. Soldiers have even inc luding  ba l l i s t ic  miss i les ,  a re  
rocket launchers, anti-tank missiles, been declared dead. Hamas has also been found cruise missiles inside homes ready kept."Hezbollah stores their weapons 
military equipment, and intelligence holding captive two Israeli civilians since for launch.After the Hamas attacks of everywhere, both between villages and 
documents in a nearby building.On 2014 and 2015, and the bodies of two October 7, 2023, Hezbollah began within the villages themselves," she said.
Monday night, Israeli Prime Minister soldiers killed in 2014. launching rockets and launching drones at "By and large, every third house in the Shi'ite 

Amid Souring Ties With India, 
Canada's Latest Move 
Inconveniences Fliers

World. Amid growing tension between New Delhi and 
Ottawa, passengers travelling from Canada to India are 
being subjected to extra security screening now. This 
decision was announced by Canada's Transport 
Minister Anita Anand late on Monday evening, as part 
of new temporary protocols, implemented "out of an 
abundance of caution.""Transport Canada has 
implemented temporary additional security screening 
measures," for travellers to India, Ms Anand was 
quoted as saying by Canadian broadcaster CBC. 

Passengers "may experience some screening delays 
while these measures are in place.," she said. The 
enhanced security protocols will be implemented by 
the Canadian Air Transport Security Authority 
(CATSA), the agency responsible for screening 
passengers and their baggage before entering the 
restricted areas of Canadian airports.

In view of the new protocols, Air Canada has warned 

passengers bound for Indian destinations of longer 
security wait times and asked them to reach airports at 
least four hours before their scheduled departure. "Due 
to heightened security mandates by Transort Canada 
for all passengers travelling to India, security wait 
times are expected to be longer than anticipated for 
your upcoming flight," Hindustan Times reported 
citing a notification sent by Air Canada to fliers. "To 
minimise any disruption to your travel plans, we 
recommend you arrive 4 hours prior to your flight's 
departure. We appreciate your patience and 
understanding," the notification added. The move to 
enhance security protocols for travellers to India came 
a month after the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCPM) claimed it had evidence of involvement of 
"agents", acting on behalf of the Indian government, 
involved in 'organised' crimes in Canada including 
extortion, intimidation, coercion and harassment.

India has denied the RCMP's allegations and said they 
were "simply not true". India also withdrew its High 
Commissioner in Canada Sanjay Kumar Verma after 
dismissing Ottawa's allegations. Since then, both 
countries have expelled each other's top diplomats. 
India-Canada ties remain deeply troubled over the 
North American country's alleged support to 
Khalistani separatists and its accusation of India's 
involvement in the killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a 
Canadian citizen who has been designated a terrorist 
by India.

Donald Trump chooses 'Dr 
Oz' to head US public health 
insurance programme

Israel Seizes Weapons Found 
Beneath Lebanese Schoolyard

World. Donald Trump announced on Tuesday that he 
was appointing Mehmet Oz, a former surgeon and TV 
celebrity known as "Dr Oz," to lead the US's massive 
public health insurance programme.The 64-year-old 
heart surgeon was championed on daytime television 
by Oprah Winfrey before he entered politics with an 
unsuccessful bid for a Senate seat in 2022.Oz is the 
latest of Trump's eye-catching nominations to key 
positions, including Fox News host Pete Hegseth to 
be defence secretary, vaccine skeptic Robert F 
Kennedy Jr as health secretary and billionaire Elon 
Musk to head a government cost-cutting unit.

"America is facing a Healthcare Crisis and there may be 
no Physician more qualified and capable than Dr. Oz 
to Make America Healthy Again," the president-elect 
posted on his Truth Social platform.

The appointment puts a man whose health 
recommendations- especially on Covid and weight 
loss- have often been ridiculed by the medical 
community at the helm of the United States' Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).As CMS 
administrator, Oz will be in charge of a federal agency 
that provides health coverage to more than 160 
million Americans- almost half the country's 
population.It employs about 6,700 people, had 
outlays of USD1.48 trillion last year and is one of the 
largest purchasers of healthcare services in the world.

A son of Turkish immigrants, Oz has never held public 
office before, but has been a steadfast ally of Trump, 
who backed him in his unsuccessful Senate run in 
Pennsylvania.

Netanyahu makes rare Gaza 
visit, says ‘Hamas will never 
rule again’

ZIn a bill aimed specifically 
at Democrat Sarah McBride, 
the first transgender 
person in Congress, 
Republican Nancy Mace 
proposed prohibiting any 
lawmakers from "using 
single-sex facilities other 
than those corresponding 
to their biological sex".

Israeli soldiers seized weapons 
from a Hezbollah facility in 
southern Lebanon, while 
Netanyahu vows to prevent 
Hezbollah's strengthening.

World. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
during a visit to Gaza on Tuesday, declared that 
Hamas would no longer govern the Palestinian 
enclave once the war concludes, asserting that Israel 
has destroyed the militant group’s military 
capabilities.Netanyahu affirmed that efforts to locate 
the remaining 101 hostages believed to be in Gaza 
were ongoing and announced a $5 million reward for 
the safe return of each individual.“Anyone who dares 
to harm our hostages will have blood on their hands. 
We will hunt you down and bring you to justice,” 
Netanyahu stated.

He added, “Whoever brings us a hostage will secure a 
safe passage, for themselves and their family, out of 
harm’s way. The choice is yours, but the outcome will 
be the same. We will bring all our hostages home.”

The remarks were made in a video message recorded 
during Netanyahu’s visit to Gaza alongside Israel’s 
defence minister and the army chief, where he 
received a briefing on ongoing operations.

What would Robert F. 
Kennedy junior mean for 
American health?

Republicans move to bar first transgender 
Congress member from women's bathroom

World. AS IN MOST marriages of convenience, 
Donald Trump and Robert F. Kennedy junior make 
unusual bedfellows. One enjoys junk food, hates 
exercise and loves oil. The other talks of clean food, 
getting America moving again and wanting to 
eliminate oils of all sorts (from seed oil to Mr Trump’s 
beloved “liquid gold”). One has called the COVID-19 
vaccine a “miracle”, and the other is a long-term 
vaccine sceptic. Yet on November 14th Mr Trump 
announced that Mr Kennedy was his pick for 
secretary of health and human services (HHS).

Public-health leaders have responded with horror and 
disbelief. “Robert F. Kennedy junior is not remotely 
qualified for the role,” said Dr Peter Lurie, president 
of the Centre for Science in Public Interest, a public-
health watchdog, in a statement, adding that 
“nominating an anti-vaxxer like Kennedy to HHS is 
like putting a Flat Earther at the head of NASA.” 
Industry types are similarly worried. Shares in 
vaccine-makers, such as Moderna and Pfizer, and 
biotech firms fell in response to the news.

The panic is understandable. Mr Kennedy has a long 
history of promoting debunked health theories and 
claims about vaccines, most damagingly about the 
risks of inoculating children. He has said that “there’s 
no vaccine that is safe and effective” and has advised 
parents not to follow guidance by the Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), one of the 
health agencies that could soon fall under his 
direction. He is a proponent of several unproven 
alternatives to mainstream medicine, ranging from 
the kooky but harmless to the actively dangerous. 
And he has promised to dismantle large parts of 
America’s core public-health agencies—including 
the CDC, the Food and Drug Administration and the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH)—and purge them 
of the “smothering cloud of corporate capture”.If he 
does make it into the job (he will have to survive 
confirmation by the Senate), what might that mean in 
practice? His Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) 
movement, which the Trump campaign embraced in 
the final phase of the election, gives clues to some of 
his public-health priorities.
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marks a turning point in Bitcoin's New Delhi. Bitcoin, the world’s 
journey. It highlights growing largest cryptocurrency, reached a 
institutional interest and provides new record high, closing at 
investors with more ways to gain $94,078 in the latest trading 
exposure to the asset. Bitcoin’s recent session.Bitcoin was trading at 
rally signals a broader shift towards $92,355.44 as of 10:10 AM with a 
mainstream adoption," said Sumit market cap of $1.83 trillion as per 
Gupta, Co-founder of CoinDCX.coinmarketcap.com.The new 

milestone has been attributed to INSTITUTIONAL INTEREST 
major developments in the DRIVES ADOPTION
cryptocurrency and financial The latest surge in Bitcoin prices also 
sectors, including the introduction reflects growing institutional interest 
of options trading for BlackRock’s in the asset. MicroStrategy’s Michael all-time high of $94,000, driven by the 
iShares Bitcoin Trust and speculation Saylor recently announced plans to debut of the first Bitcoin ETF options. 
around Donald Trump’s media propose Bitcoin as part of Microsoft’s However, profit-taking following the 
company exploring a potential treasury strategy, citing its potential to peak has pulled BTC back to its current 
acquisition of the crypto trading firm improve financial stability and mitigate level of $92,000. Bitcoin now faces 
Bakkt. risk.Meanwhile, the altcoin market resistance at $94,600, with support 

The introduction of options trading for witnessed mixed trends. A brief rally in holding steady at $90,400.”Adding to 
BlackRock’s iShares Bitcoin Trust has memecoins was overshadowed by the excitement, reports emerged that 
been a game-changer for  the market corrections following Bitcoin’s Donald Trump’s media company is 
cryptocurrency market. On its first p u l l b a c k  f r o m  i t s  p e a k . T h e  considering acquiring Bakkt, a 
trading day, the options recorded an developments also align with rising prominent crypto trading firm. This has 
impressive $1.9 billion in trading tensions in global markets. Escalating sparked optimism among investors 
v o l u m e ,  w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e d  geopolitical issues, such as the ongoing about a potentially crypto-friendly 
significantly to Bitcoin's price surge. Ukraine-Russia  confl ic t ,  have environment in the future.“The 

prompted investors to turn to Bitcoin as introduction of options trading for Edul Patel, Co-founder and CEO of 
a hedge against uncertainty.BlackRock’s iShares Bitcoin Trust Mudrex, said, “Bitcoin rallied to a fresh 

India's GDP growth likely to slip at 6.5 per cent, 
maintains 7 per cent estimate for FY25: ICRA

has retained the target and the tolerance & beverage inflation has a weight of NEW DELHI: The sharp spike in 
for the next five years up to March 31, around 46%. He had asserted that with this retail inflation rate in October to a 
2026.How Economic Survey's views on high share of food in the consumption 14-month high of 6.2% has 
re-examining the inflation targeting basket, food inflation pressures cannot be triggered a fresh debate about the 
framework sparked the debate? ignored. Das had said that the public at country's inflation targeting 

large understands inflation more in terms framework and whether food The latest Economic Survey had 
of food inflation than the other prices should be excluded while suggested excluding food prices from 
components of headline inflation. setting interest rates. Finance the inflation targeting framework. It had 
"Therefore, we cannot and should not minister Nirmala Sitharaman has argued that higher food prices are, more 
become complacent merely because core called for more discussion on often, not demand-induced but supply-
inflation (stripping out food and fuel) has using interest rates to control food induced and short-run monetary policy 
fallen considerably," the governor had prices and asserted that govt was tools are meant to counteract price 
said.The governor had said that high food taking steps to control food supply pressures arising out of excess aggregate 
inflation adversely affects household side issues. Her comments came demand growth. "Deploying them to seasonal spikes, complicating the overall 
inflation expectations, which have a shortly after commerce and industry deal with inflation caused by supply retail inflation situation. Economists say 
significant impact on future trajectory of minister Piyush Goyal said targeting food constraints may be counterproductive. food inflation cannot be ignored as it has a 
inflation. RBI is of the view that stubborn prices through interest rates was an Therefore, it is worth exploring whether high weight in the consumer price index 
high food inflation and unanchored "absolutely flawed theory." Chief India's inflation targeting framework (CPI) basket and persistent high food 
inflation expectations - if they materialise economic adviser V Anantha Nageswaran should target the inflation rate excluding inflation raises inflationary expectations. 
- could lead to spillovers to core inflation said that removing tomato, onion, potato, food," said the document authored by Food inflation has remained high in the 
through pick-up in wages on cost-of-gold and silver from the calculation Nageswaran.country over the past two years, 
living considerations."The MPC may reveals a headline CPI rate of just 4.2% in It said that hardship caused by higher food complicating the policy choice.What is 
look through high food inflation if it is October.Why are food prices in prices for poor and low-income the Monetary Policy Framework?The 
transitory; but in an environment of focus?Prices of tomato, onion and potato consumers can be handled through direct RBI Act was amended in May 2016 for 
persisting high food inflation, as we are (TOP) have pushed the retail inflation benefit transfers or coupons for specified providing a statutory basis for rolling out 
experiencing now, the MPC cannot afford higher and above the central bank's upper purchases valid for appropriate durations.the inflation targeting framework for five 
to do so. It has to remain vigilant to tolerance level of 6%. Supply side issues years. The Centre and RBI finalise the Why food inflation pressures cannot be 
prevent spillovers or second round effects have been blamed for the price increase inflation target based on the consumer ignored?RBI governor Shaktikanta Das in 
from persistent food inflation and and there are expectations that the price index. It has set a 4% inflation target his monetary policy statement had said 
preserve the gains made so far in monetary situation will reverse once supplies with the upper tolerance limit at 6% and that the monetary policy committee's 
policy credibility," Das had said.normalise. Food prices have led to the lower level at 2%. In March 2021, it target is the headline inflation where food 

Food prices in focus amid inflation, interest rate call

Should you worry about IPOs not delivering 
listing day gains? 3 things to know

New Delhi.The IPO bonanza that valuations."Many offerings were A significant shift is occurring in 
defined early 2024 on Dalal Street priced aggressively, relying on investor behaviour. Tarun Singh, 
seems to be losing its shine. What thematic market sentiment despite Founder and MD of Highbrow 
started as a golden period for l imited near-term earnings Securities, observes that investors are 
retail investors, with nearly every visibility," he explains. The initial becoming more discerning amid 
IPO delivering stellar returns, has excitement often fizzled out as Dalal Street's uncertainty. Gone are 
now entered a more sobering "subsequent earnings reports the days when hype alone could drive 
phase.The first eight months of r evea l ed  weake r  bus ines s  subscription numbers.
2 0 2 4  w e r e  m a r k e d  b y  fundamentals." Ritin Agarwal, Managing Partner, 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  s u c c e s s .  BLAME BAD TIMING Fundvice ,  points  to  another  
Companies like KRN Heat challenge: "There does seem to be The current market environment 
Exchanger, Gala Precision IPO fatigue in the market. The rapid isn't helping either. A cocktail of 
Engineering, Premier Energies, influx of public offerings has disappointing Q2 earnings, 
and Bajaj Housing Finance stretched investor focus and capital crore IPO's lukewarm response in the stretched valuations, persistent 
became money-spinning machines thin, resulting in many IPOs receiving grey market signals growing investor inflation concerns, and global 
for investors. Some listings even lukewarm interest and weak support."fatigue.Gaurav Garg, Lemonn uncertainties has created headwinds 
doubled investors' wealth, making Markets Desk, points to the bigger for new listings."Broader market DON'T GO BY LISTING GAINS
IPO investments appear like a picture: "Indian IPOs have had a caution, driven by lacklustre Q2 However, the story isn't over. Experts 
guaranteed route to quick profits. notable year, raising approximately earnings, has led investors to re- maintain an optimistic outlook for the 

Recent weeks tell a different story, with Rs 1.2 lakh crore, capitalising on evaluate growth potential and IPO market's future. Singh believes 
high-profile listings stumbling at the favourable stock market conditions. valuation multiples. This has resulted investor interest remains intact, 
start line. Even marquee names like However, recent trends reflect a shift in muted subscriptions and subdued though more measured. "With 
Hyundai Motor India, Swiggy, and in sentiment amid a market downturn listing gains for overpriced IPOs, regulatory changes and cautious 
Afcons Infrastructure have failed to and growing investor caution."So, signalling a more measured approach sentiment, the market is undergoing a 
maintain the momentum. NTPC what went wrong? According to Garg, to IPO investing," Garg notes. correction rather than a decline," he 
Green Energy's ambitious Rs 10,000 the answer lies in ambitious CAUTIOUS SENTIMENTS maintains.

NEW DELHI: As the wedding season 
approaches, Central GST authorities have 
intensified their crackdown on lehenga, suits and 
saree dealers in Delhi’s iconic Chandni Chowk 
market. The dealers are under investigation for 
alleged GST evasion and other malpractices.

Sources in the GST department claim many of 
these businesses conduct cash transactions 
during the year, which is at its peak in the high-
demand wedding season, enabling them to evade 
GST on their outward supplies.Furthermore, it 
has been alleged that these dealers use fake 
invoices to claim input tax credits for 
transactions made through formal banking 
channels. The investigation has uncovered two 
primary methods of tax evasion -- evasion of 
GST on outward supplies and fraudulent availing 
of input tax credit.As per sources, many dealers 
accept cash payments for their goods but fail to 
report these transactions to evade GST liability. 
This practice is particularly rampant during the 
wedding season when sales volumes surge.For 
transactions made via cheques or other traceable 
payment modes, the dealers allegedly use fake 
invoices to claim input tax credits, reducing their 
overall GST liability.These practices not only 
result in significant revenue losses for the 
government but also create an uneven playing 
field for compliant businesses. GST authorities 
have been conducting search operations at many 
such businesses in last one month.Beyond tax 
evasion, the investigation has revealed troubling 
issues related to property disputes in Chandni 
Chowk and nearby areas such as Pusa Road. 
Several dealers, occupying rented premises, 
have allegedly refused to vacate the properties 
despite receiving legal eviction notices.These 
tenants are reported to pay a meager rent of as 
low as Rs 100 per month for properties valued in 
crores from where they do not even conduct 
businesses. Landlords have raised concerns 
about these dealers using intimidation tactics to 
retain possession of these shops.

Landlords have raised concerns about these 
dealers using intimidation tactics to retain 
possession of these shops. “Instances of property 
grabbing and threats have been reported, but fear 
of retaliation has deterred many from filing 
police complaints. This lack of action has 
allowed such individuals to operate with 
impunity, leading to the perception that these 
traders have little regard for the law. These 
dealers claim to be market giants and use their 
clout to blackmail landlords and continue 
possession to make windfall gains”, said 
Abhishek A Rastogi, who is representing clients 
before the local police authorities and Delhi High 
Court for illegal possession of the property.The 
GST authorities are expected to take stringent 
actions against the defaulters to ensure 
compliance and deter future malpractices. 
However,  addressing property-related 
grievances may require more comprehensive 
legal reforms and robust enforcement 
mechanisms, say sources.

Suits, saree dealers 
under GST dept lens

electricity demand and retail MUMBAI: Domestic rating agency 
footfalls, and a contraction in ICRA on Wednesday said India's 
merchandise exports," its chief real GDP growth for the September 
economist Aditi Nayar said.She quarter is likely to decline to 6.5 per 
said benefits of the healthy cent due to heavy rains and weaker 
monsoons lie ahead, with upbeat corpora te  per formance .The  
kharif output and replenished agency, however, maintained its 
reservoirs likely to lead to a FY25 growth estimate at 7 per cent 
sustained improvement in rural on expectations of a pick up in 
sentiment.There is considerable economic activity in the second 
headroom for the GoI's capital half of the fiscal.The estimates and 
expenditure, which needs to expand commentary on the outlook come 
by 52 per cent in Y-o-Y terms in H2 at a time when there are concerns 

spending and kharif sowing have FY2025 to meet the budget around the growth slowdown on a 
shown positive trends, the industrial estimate for the full year, Nayar slew of factors like slowing down urban 
sector, particularly mining and added."We are watchful of the impact demand.
electricity, is expected to slow down," it of a slowdown in personal loan growth The RBI is sticking to its estimate of 7.2 
said.The services sector is projected to on private consumption as well as per cent growth for the fiscal, but a 
improve, and a back-ended recovery is geopol i t ica l  developments  on  majority of watchers expect it to be 
anticipated, leading to a full-year GDP commodity prices and external under the 7 per cent figure and many 
growth of 7 per cent, it added. demand," the chief economist said.In have been revising down in the last few 

Q2, investment activity improved over "Q2 FY2025 saw tailwinds in terms of a weeks.Official data for the Q2 
Q1, while remaining sluggish amid p i c k - u p  i n  c a p e x  a f t e r  t h e  economic activity is expected to be 
slow execution of infra projects owing Parliamentary Elections as well as published on November 30. In Q1, the 
to surplus monsoon rains, the agency healthy expansion in sowing of major GDP expansion had come at 6.7 per 
said, adding that new project kharif crops. Several sectors faced cent. ICRA said the dip in Q2 will be 
announcements witnessed a healthy headwinds on account of heavy due to factors like heavy rains and weak 
rebound to Rs 6.7 lakh crore in Q2.rainfall, which affected mining activity, corporate margins."While government 

TAFE can use Massey 
Ferguson brand for now

CHENNAI: In a boost to Chennai-based tractor 
manufacturer -- Tractors and Farm EquipmWhile 
maintaining the status quo in favour of TAFE, the 
Court recognised TAFE’s use of the brand for more 
than six decades. Tnt Limited (TAFE), a division 
Bench of the Madras High Court has ordered status 
quo on the use of Massey Ferguson brand by the 
company.TAFE had moved Madras High Court 
against US-based agricultural equipment maker 
AGCO Corporation for trying to wrest the Indian 
company’s rights to use the Massey Ferguson brand 
in India.While maintaining the status quo in favour 
of TAFE, the Court recognised TAFE’s use of the 
brand for more than six decades. The Court has 
directed that ownership and other related issues will 
be decided by the Single Judge of the Madras High 
Court before whom the Applications are pending.

“The present status quo is in continuation of the status 
quo granted to TAFE as early as in April 2024, and 
the latest of several judicial orders protecting 
TAFE’s rights to the use of the Massey Ferguson 
brand,” TAFE said in a press statement. TAFE is a 
strategic investor and the largest single shareholder 
in AGCO, holding 16.3% stake.

New Delhi: The Income Tax Department expects to 
surpass the direct tax collection target of Rs 22.07 
lakh crore fixed in the Union Budget for the current 
financial year, according to Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT) chairman Ravi Agarwal. Agarwal 
told journalists collections from corporate and non-
corporate taxes have risen and the Income Tax 
Department believes that it will cross the budget 
target for the second year in a row. This reflects the 
strong fiscal position of the country driven by robust 
economic growth.

India’s net direct tax collections, comprising corporate 
tax and personal income tax, shot up by a robust 15.4 

per cent to Rs 12.1 lakh crore, from April 1 to 
November 10 during the current financial year, 
according to the latest figures released by the 
CBDT.On a gross basis, direct taxes surged by over 
21 per cent to Rs 15 lakh crore on a gross basis during 
the period. The government issued tax refunds of Rs 
2.9 lakh crore which is a 53 per cent increase over the 
same period last year.The government’s target to 
collect Rs 22.07 lakh crore during the current 
financial year comprises Rs 10.20 lakh crore from 
corporate tax and Rs 11.87 lakh from personal 
income tax, non-corporate tax and other taxes.

The net direct tax collections for the financial year 
2023-24 had also clocked a double-digit growth to 
exceed the Union Budget Estimates (BE) by Rs 1.35 
lakh crore or 7.4 per cent reflecting the strong fiscal 
position of the country driven by robust economic 
growth.The net direct tax collections, comprising 
corporate tax and personal income tax shot up to Rs 
19.58 lakh crore in 2023-24, compared to Rs 16.64 
lakh crore in the preceding financial year, 
representing a double-digit increase of 17.7 per cent.

The target for direct collections was fixed at Rs 18.23 
lakh crore in the Union Budget for 2023-24 and later 
increased to Rs 19.45 lakh crore in the Revised 
Estimates (RE). The provisional Direct Tax 
collections (net of the refunds) have exceeded the 
BE by 7.40 per cent and RE by 0.67 per cent, CBDT 
said.

Bitcoin hits record high, breaches 94,000 mark

NTPC Green IPO retail 
portion Subscribed fully
NEW DELHI: Retail investors led the charge in the 

NTPC Green Energy Limited’s (NGEL) initial 
public offering (IPO) subscription, with retail 
portion booking 1.33 times on the first day.Overall, 
the issue subscribed 33%. The public issue, which 
opened today, received bids for 19.48 crore shares 
against the total offer of 59.31 crore shares. The 
IPO will remain open for subscription until 
November 22, 2024, and is expected to list on both 
the BSE and the NSE on November 27.

The price band is set between Rs 102 and Rs 108 per 
equity share. Retail investors led the charge, with 
the retail portion subscribed 1.33 times on the first 
day. Non-Institutional Investors (NII) portion was 
subscribed 0.16 times, Reservation Portion and 
Employee Portion subscribed 0.57 times and 0.17 
times, respectively. The qualified institutional 
buyer (QIB) portion is yet to gain traction.Ahead of 
the IPO, NGEL secured Rs 3,960 crore from anchor 
investors. The grey market premium (GMP) for 
NTPC Green Energy stands at Rs 1 per share.

Benchmarks ends seven-day decline
Sensex rebounded 239 points while Nifty ended its 

seven-day losing streak on Tuesday following 
value-buying in banking, IT and auto shares amid 
mixed global trends. Sensex climbed 239.37 points 
or 0.31% to settle at 77,578.38.

Direct Tax Collections 
Poised To Surpass Budget 
Target For 2024-25
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NEWS BOX

and Melbourne. The 21-year-old did not New Delhi. Even as speculation is rife that 
shine much, but got used to the conditions in Nitish Kumar Reddy is all set to make his 
Australia. He was reportedly impressive in Test debut in the opening match of the 
the match simulation at the iconic WACA Border-Gavaskar Trophy, former head 
Stadium in Perth last week.Nitish made his coach Ravi Shastri said the young all-
debut in first-class cricket in 2020 as a rounder should try and do the role that 
teenager. He has the experience of playing Shardul Thakur did in their series win in 
23 first-class matches, in which he has 2020-21. Shastri backed the idea of fast-
scored 779 runs and 56 wickets.Former tracking the young fast-bowling all-
India captain Sourav Ganguly also backed rounder, adding that it will add balance to 
the inclusion of playing Nitish Reddy in the the team combination.All eyes are on 

offer good pace and bounce.Nitish Reddy XI, adding that there is no scope of playing India's team combination for the Perth Test, 
will have to do a job like Shardul Thakur did two spinners in pace-friendly Perth."Look, starting November 22, as the visitors have a 
as the fourth seamer," Shastri told the there is absolutely no point in playing two few selection headaches in the absence of 
International Cricket Council."He can bat a specialist spinners either at Perth or at The their captain Rohit Sharma. Star batter 
bit, give the bowlers a little bit of respite so Gabba," Ganguly told PTI."You obviously Shubman Gill is also not available to play 
that they can bowl in short spellsâ€æand be need to find a way to play Reddy in these the first Test after he fractured his finger 
someone who will have to be good for those conditions. He is a good batter and coming during a training session earlier in the 
eight to 10 overs that he bowls."Shardul in at lower middle order, it will lend proper month. India will also not have their senior 
played two Tests and took seven wickets, balance to the side."Nitish made his India fast bowler Mohammed Shami, who is on 
chipping in with the bat at crucial moments, debut earlier in October in a T20I series the road to recovery after undergoing 
including in the famous Gabba Test. against Bangladesh after a sensational surgery to treat an ankle injury.

GANGULY BACKS NITISH FOR PERTH Indian Premier League campaign for Nitish Reddy, if debuts, is likely to be the 
Nitish Reddy arrived in Australia early as he SunRisers Hyderabad. Nitish impressed fourth seamer for the team in Perth. The 

was part of the India A squad that played with his all-round ability in the three T20Is -- pitch at the Optus Stadium wore a green look 
Australia A in two unofficial Tests in McKay he hit 74 and picked up two wickets in Delhi.on Tuesday, November 20 and is expected to 

came at a packed La Bombonera, where New Delhi.Kerala Sports Minister V 
Messi delivered a perfectly timed assist to Abdurahiman announced on Wednesday 
Lautaro Mart-nez, who scored the game's that the Argentina football team, featuring 
only goal. This victory solidified legendary Lionel Messi, will visit the state 
Argentina's top spot in South American next year for an international match. 
qualifying, with 25 points from 12 matches, During a press conference, the Kerala 
bringing them closer to securing a spot in the minister stated that the match would be held 
2026 World Cup. The match-winning assist entirely under the supervision of the state 
occurred in the 55th minute, showcasing government. "All the financial assistance 
Messi's brilliance as he weaved through a for organising this high-profile football 
crowded Peruvian defence to set up event will be provided by the merchants of 
Mart-nez.Messi achieved the pinnacle of his the state," the minister said, expressing 

Even from thousands of miles away, his illustrious career in 2022 by leading confidence in Kerala's ability to host the 
performances in MLS have captivated Argentina to victory in the FIFA World Cup, historic occasion.Messi last played in India 
Indian fans, many of whom stay up late to securing the one major trophy that had in 2011, when Argentina faced Venezuela in 
watch his matches. Messi's remarkable eluded him. an international friendly match at the Salt 
career has solidified his status as a beloved Lake Stadium in Kolkata that ended in a Despite this historic achievement, the 
figure in the region, with fan clubs and goalless draw. As a global football icon, legendary forward shows no signs of 
gatherings dedicated to celebrating his Messi enjoys an immense fan following in stepping away from international football. 
achievements. Kerala's deep-rooted football India, a country traditionally dominated by Messi continues to be a pivotal figure for 
culture has embraced Messi as one of its cricket. Among his Indian admirers, Kerala Argentina in their quest for qualification for 
own.stands out as a hotspot for Messi mania, the 2028 World Cup, set to be held in Los 

MESSI EQUALS US GREAT'S RECORDwhere football has long been a beloved Angeles. An eight-time Ballon d'Or winner 
In a recent qualifier, Messi equalled U.S. sport. Messi's move to Major League Soccer and the most decorated player in football 

legend Landon Donovan's record for most (MLS) in 2023, after his high-profile tenure history, Messi's legacy continues to grow, 
assists in international football as Argentina at Paris Saint-Germain (PSG), further cementing his place amongst the sport's all-
edged past Peru 1-0. The decisive moment broadened his appeal in North America. time greats.

Lionel Messi set to play in India next year 
as Kerala to host Argentina football team

New Delhi.  Carlos Alcaraz paid an 
emotional tribute to his 'idol' Rafael Nadal 
after the Spanish tennis great bid an 
emotional farewell to competitive tennis on 
Tuesday night in Malaga, closing the 
curtain on one of the sport's most illustrious 
careers. The 22-time Grand Slam champion 
and four-time Davis Cup winner could not 
secure a victory in his final match, falling 6-
4, 6-4 to Dutchman Botic van de 
Zandschulp in the Davis Cup quarter-finals.

Alcaraz paid a heartfelt tribute to the retiring 
legend, underscoring the profound impact 
Nadal has had on his career and the sport as 
a whole. "Rafa is one of the best 
ambassadors of tennis; his legacy will be 
eternal for sports in general," Alcaraz said 
during the post-match press conference. 
"This moment is difficult for me; I feel I 
must continue the legacy he leaves us. I can 
only have good words for him and the career 
he has had. 

He has been one of the players who helped 
elevate tennis to the highest level. He is a 
very important figure in my life."Despite 
Nadal's best efforts to inspire from the 
sidelines, the Spanish team ultimately fell 
short. Alcaraz delivered a strong 
performance, defeating Tallon Griekspoor 
7-6(0), 6-3 to level the tie. However, in the 
doubles match, Alcaraz and Marcel 
Granollers narrowly lost to Wesley Koolhof 
and Van de Zandschulp, sealing a 7-6(4), 7-
6(3) victory for the Dutch and ending 
Spain's Davis Cup campaign.

Nadal struggled to contain his emotions as the 
Spanish anthem played before the tie. He 
was a constant presence courtside, willing 
his teammates on with the passion and 
determination that have defined his career. 
Reflecting on his relationship with Nadal, 
Alcaraz shared how much the legendary 
player has meant to him both as a mentor 
and inspiration.

"I will remember the passion with which Rafa 
lives for this sport, the passion with which 
he has experienced every second of this 
tournament. It's incredible," Alcaraz said. "I 
have been fortunate to have him close, train 
with him, share the locker room in 
important tournaments, but not as much as I 
would have liked.

 I wish I had reached the circuit earlier. I have 
unforgettable moments with my idol, 
someone I have admired since I was young; 
thanks to him, I wanted to become a 
professional."

New Delhi.  Australian all-rounder England, a blow that led him to Marsh has been a standout performer, 
Mitchell Marsh has explained how he reevaluate his approach to the game. becoming Australia's leading Test run-
overcame fear of failure and mental While Mitchell's older brother, Shaun, scorer over the past year and 
struggles to revive his Test career. and father, Rod, enjoyed successful contributing to a triumphant World 
Marsh's journey to Test success was Test careers, he found himself Cup campaign in India. The MCG 
anything but smooth. After making his grappling with self-doubt and external crowd, which once jeered him, offered 
debut in 2014, the talented West expectations.Yet, as fate would have it, rous ing  app lause  dur ing  h i s  
Australian was seen as a player of a hamstring injury to Cameron Green counterattacking 96 against Pakistan 
immense promise. However, his initial during the 2023 Ashes in England in the 2023 Boxing Day Test.In 
years in the Test arena were defined by opened the door for Marsh's return. addition to his Test resurgence, Marsh 
inconsistency, with Marsh managing a This time, he was ready. In his has flourished in white-ball cricket, 
modest batting average of 25.20 over comeback match at Headingley, taking over as Australia's T20I captain 
32 matches. His two centuries during Marsh silenced his critics with a and becoming a leader in the dressing 
the 2017/18 Ashes briefly elevated scinti l lat ing century and key room. Off the field, he recently 
him to the vice-captaincy, but contributions with the ball, cementing embraced fatherhood, adding another 
mounting pressure and scrutiny took a his place at No. 6 in the Test joyful chapter to his life.Looking 
toll.The lowest point of his career l i n e u p . M a r s h  c r e d i t s  h i s  ahead, Marsh has rejoined the 
came during the 2018 Boxing Day Test transformation to hard work on his Australian squad for the upcoming 
against India, where Marsh was booed mental fortitude. "The truthful answer Border-Gavaskar Trophy, where he is 
by his home crowd at the MCG. "It was is I'm human, and anytime I walk out to expected to resume bowling duties 
a tough moment," he admitted. "That bat, I'm nervous," he told Fox Cricket. after a measured recovery. At 33, 
kind of response from your own fans "But I've worked on focusing on my Marsh stands as a testament to 
can shake your confidence to its core." preparation and pre-ball routines. If I resi l ience,  proving that  with 
Marsh's struggles culminated in being prepare well, I can handle failure and determination and the right mindset, 
dropped during the 2019 Ashes in move forward."Since his return, redemption is always within reach.

actually starts on air almost immediately 
after the end of play. So it might be 
something to do with broadcast."I'm calling 
the first day then flying out late Friday night 
to Jeddah. The auction is the 24th and 25th 
and then depending on how we're going 
through our auction, we'll see when I can 
return. Hopefully I'll get back for the end of 
Perth, and if not I'll be back on deck for the 
start of Adelaide

."The auction, held immediately after the first 
day's play, has raised questions about its 
scheduling, with Ponting speculating that 
broadcast considerations might have 
influenced the decision.Channel Seven 
confirmed that Ponting and Langer would 
return for the day-night Test in Adelaide 
starting December 6. Chris Jones, Seven's 
director of sport, defended their absence, 
highlighting their unique insights as IPL 

Arabia, will see Ponting (head coach of "It's the worst possible case scenario for me coaches.New Delhi. Australian great Ricky Ponting 
Punjab Kings), Langer (coach of Lucknow and 'JL'," Ponting told this masthead. "We "The IPL auction involves the world's best was disappointed over the scheduling clash 
Super Giants), and Vettori (coach of for the last couple of months felt that it was coaches and analysts, and both Ricky and between the IPL mega auction and the first 
Sunrisers Hyderabad) absent from probably going to be in the gap between the Justin bring unrivalled insights to our Test of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy in 
significant portions of the Perth Test. Test matches. It takes all the pressure off the coverage," Jones said.Meanwhile, Cricket Perth, and labelled the situation as "the worst 
Ponting and Langer will only be available players from both teams, there's a lot of Australia has made adjustments to possible case scenario." The timing has 
for the opening day of commentary with players in both teams in the auction. accommodate the absence of Vettori, who forced Ponting, Justin Langer, and key 
Channel Seven before flying out for the "So I always thought it would've been in that will miss the entire first Test. Lachlan personnel like Australia's bowling coach 
auction.Ponting expressed his frustration gap because it just seemed better for Stevens, head of Australia's under-19 Daniel Vettori to prioritize their IPL 
with the timing, which disrupts the everybody. But I don't know why they've program, will join the team, and head coach commitments over the crucial series-opener.
preparation and broadcast dynamics for one chosen the dates they have - it might have Andrew McDonald may assume Vettori's The Indian Premier League auction, scheduled 
of cricket's most highly anticipated series. something to do with the game. The auction responsibilities temporarily.for November 24 and 25 in Jeddah, Saudi 

Ind vs Aus: Marsh explains how he overcame 
fear of failure to revive Test career

Ricky Ponting not happy with IPL auction 
clash with Perth Test: 'Worst scenario'

IND vs AUS: Nitish Reddy needs to do a 
Shardul Thakur in Australia, says Ravi Shastri

New Delhi. "What difference does social media 
make? What difference does it make in my life 
or anyone else's life? When I took up the job, I 
always thought it was going to be a highly 
difficult yet prestigious role. Honestly, I don’t 
feel the heat because my job is to remain 
honest. There are some incredibly tough 
individuals in that dressing room who have 
achieved great things for the country, and we 
will continue to achieve more. So, it’s an 
absolute honour to coach them and to coach 
India."These were the defiant words of 
Gautam Gambhir when asked if he was feeling 
the pressure ahead of the Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy. The former opener stepped into the 
India role knowing full well that the task at 
hand would not be an easy one. After all, in a 
cricket-mad nation, fans and critics alike 
dissect every decision made on the field. 
Moreover, Gambhir was succeeding Ravi 
Shastri and Rahul Dravid, both of whom had 
left their mark on the team with their distinct 
philosophies and playing styles.When India 
lost an ODI series to Sri Lanka, eyebrows were 
raised. However, the defeat was largely 
attributed to the team being in transition and 
the number of experiments being carried out. 
The subsequent series against Bangladesh 
silenced the doubters as India convincingly 
dominated the visitors. The Kanpur Test was a 
highlight, with India effectively wrapping up 
the match in just two days through fearless 
cricket.But chaos was just around the corner as 
India would crash and burn in the 3-match Test 
series against New Zealand. While fans might 
have somehow forgiven the defeat if there was 
some fight, the Indian team just capitulated in 
Bengaluru, Pune and Mumbai. While fans 
might have been forgiving had there been 
some fight, the Indian team capitulated in 
Bengaluru, Pune, and Mumbai. The players 
faced intense criticism, but Gambhir was also 
not spared, with many suggesting that the axe 
was hanging over his head.Yet, at the press 
conference before the Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy, Gambhir displayed the same defiance 
and honesty that characterised his playing 
days. He even took aim at Ricky Ponting for 
questioning Virat Kohli’s credentials, showing 
that his resolve remained intact.

NO STRANGER TO PRESSURE
Pressure is nothing new for Gambhir. His 

performances in the 2007 and 2011 World Cup 
finals are testament to his resilience, as he top-
scored for India in both matches under 
immense pressure. His crucial innings helped 
India end their ICC trophy drought, and that 
same resilience was later evident in the IPL.

New Delhi. Brazil and Uruguay battled to a 1-
1 draw, while Argentina edged Peru 1-0 to 
strengthen their hold on the top of the 
standings in South American qualifiers for 
the 2026 FIFA World Cup. After the win, 
Argentina are on the brink of qualification, 
while Brazil faced mounting pressure in the 
race for a spot.

BRAZIL SHARE POINTS
Playing at home, Brazil had to settle for a draw 

against a resilient Uruguay side. Real 
Madrid midfielder Federico Valverde broke 
the deadlock in the 55th minute with a 
spectacular low drive from outside the box. 
The visitors looked poised to take all three 
points until Flamengo’s Gerson equalized 
just seven minutes later. The midfielder 
capitalized on a defensive error with a 
stunning volley, marking his first 
international goal.

Brazil, the five-time World Cup champions, 
now sit fifth in the CONMEBOL standings 
with 18 points, trailing Colombia and 
Ecuador by a single point. Uruguay, on the 
other hand, remains second with 20 points, 
five behind Argentina. This was Brazil's 
second consecutive draw in the qualifiers, 
adding to concerns about their consistency 
heading into the crucial stages of 
qualification.

ARGENTINA BEAT PERU
In Buenos Aires, a second-half strike from 

Lautaro Mart-nez secured a narrow victory 
for Argentina over a struggling Peru side. 
Mart-nez found the net in the 55th minute, 
heading in a pinpoint cross from Lionel 
Messi. The goal brought Mart-nez level with 
Diego Maradona as Argentina's fifth-
highest scorer in history.The win keeps 
Argentina firmly atop the standings with 25 
points from 12 matches, five ahead of 
Uruguay. Peru, rooted at the bottom with 
just seven points, faces a steep climb to keep 
their World Cup hopes alive. Despite the 
victory, Messi's subdued performance 
mirrored his struggles in Argentina’s 
previous 2-1 loss to Paraguay. Meanwhile, 
Julián lvarez hit the post in the 21st 
minute, highlighting the hosts' inability to 
capitalize on more chances.

Elsewhere in CONMEBOL Qualifying:
Ecuador 1-0 Colombia: Enner Valencia's 

dazzling solo goal in the seventh minute 
secured a hard-fought win for Ecuador, who 
played with 10 men after Piero Hincapié’s 
red card in the 34th minute.Bolivia 2-2 
Paraguay: A thrilling contest saw Bolivia 
and Paraguay share the spoils, with both 
teams likely to battle for the playoff spot in 
seventh place.Chile 4-2 Venezuela: Chile 
displayed a revived spirit, with Eduardo 
Vargas, Lucas Cepeda, and an own goal 
from Tomás Rinc³n leading the charge. 
Venezuela's Jefferson Savarino and Ruben 
Ramirez scored in a losing effort.

Rafael Nadal's legacy will be 
eternal: Alcaraz's emotional 

tribute to retiring star

ZBorder-Gavaskar 
Trophy: Ricky Ponting 
was unhappy with the 
scheduling clash 
between the IPL auction 
(Nov 24-25) and the first 
Test in Perth, forcing 
key personnel, including 
himself, to prioritise IPL 
commitments.

Brazil draw 1-1 vs Uruguay, 
Argentina beat Peru to close 

in on World Cup spot

Border-Gavaskar Trophy: 
Can coach Gautam Gambhir 
prove his doubters wrong?
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