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Amit Shah to inaugurate golden jubilee edition of
Police Science Conference in Gandhinagar

Simmi Kaur Babbar
Gandhi Nagar, Nov. 18: Themes ranging

from community policing to AI in the
criminal justice system and from the
future of blockchain technology in
policing to radicalisation in prisons
will be discussed at the 50th All India
Police Science Conference in
Gandhinagar over the next two days.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah will
inaugurate the golden jubilee edition
of the conference, organised by the
Bureau of Police Research and
Development (BPR&D) and hosted
by Rashtriya Raksha University, an
official said on Monday. Experts from
various fields come under one plat-
form to find solutions to challenges
the law enforcement agencies face at
the annual conference, Rekha Lohani,
Inspector General in the BPR&D, told
media persons. This conference will have eight
themes ranging from community policing to AI
in the criminal justice system, and from the
future of blockchain technology in policing to
radicalisation in prisons, Lohani said. "The

themes are selected after consulting various
stakeholders, and only after we get sugges-
tions and ideas from a spectrum of organisa-

tions, we collaborate to finalise themes that are
deliberated," Lohani added. The application of
forensics in new criminal law, policing in smart
cities and community policing in tribal and bor-
der areas as well as the role of police in disas-
ter risk reduction are among other themes that

will be discussed at the event. Shah will attend
the inaugural event as the chief guest with
Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel as the

special guest. He will also release a
compendium a compilation of the best
research papers from domain experts -
on the occasion, Lohani said. "There is
a wide spectrum of people who will be
participating in each of the sessions to
brainstorm over various challenges
that law enforcement agencies face.
On the sidelines of the conference, we
will also organise a police-tech expo in
collaboration with the Confederation
of Indian Industry," the IG said. As
many as 45 companies from the pri-
vate sector will display equipment and
gadgets developed to aid law enforce-
ment agencies in tackling challenges,
she added. The conference will bring
together around 250 participants from

the Central and state police forces, prisons and
correctional services, social scientists, forensic
experts, academicians and other stakeholders.
CBI Director Praveen Sood will be the chief
guest for the valedictory function on
Wednesday.

Delhi air pollution: SC orders closure of
NCR schools, Grap 4 restrictions

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, Nov 18: The Supreme Court

censured the Commission for Air Quality
Management for Delhi and adjoining areas for
delaying the imposition of GRAP 3 and 4 curbs
Schools will remain shut in the entire
National Capital Region, and GRAP 4
restrictions will remain till further
orders, the Supreme Court said on
Monday, censuring the Commission
for Air Quality Management (CAQM)
for Delhi and adjoining areas for delay-
ing the imposition of graded response
action plan (GRAP) 3 and 4 curbs. The
court’s comments came on what is pos-
sibly Delhi’s worst day in terms of air
quality. The 4 pm reading (a 24 hour
average) said 494, and while AQI has
been higher (497) before, that was with
a far fewer number of monitoring sta-
tions than in place today. A sudden dip in tem-
peratures, a change in wind direction, a reduc-
tion in wind speeds, local pollutants (mostly
from vehicles), and smoke and particulate mat-
ter from farm fires in Punjab combined to

enshroud Delhi and its environs in a funereal
shroud of grey smog. Posting the matter for
further consideration on Friday, the court went
on to pass a slew of directions asking state gov-
ernments to form teams for monitoring imple-
mentation and enforcement of curbs under

Stage 4 which requires ban on construction,
and public and private offices to work at half
strength. While schools in Delhi have stopped
physical classes for Classes 1 to 9 and Class 11
, the court asked Delhi and NCR states to take
a call on online classes for all students and

inform it by Friday. GRAP 4 also mandates a
ban on entry of heavy goods vehicles (except
those carrying essential commodities) . States
have the option of other measures, including
the so-called odd-even scheme (odd numbered
vehicles to run on certain days and even-num-
bered ones on other days). But the fact that
CAQM dragged its feer, first over imposing
GRAP 3 and then GRAP 4 restrictions didn’t
escape the court’s attention. “It is because of
your default that we are facing this situation
today,” a bench of justices Abhay S Oka and
Augustine George Masih told CAQM repre-
sented by senior counsel Ruchi Kohli as the
bench questioned the delay on imposing GRAP
3 curbs , which should have come into effect on
November 12. “In such a serious case, how do
you wait for three days?” the court asked, and
added: “Till further orders are passed by this
court, implementation of GRAP Stage 4 will
continue even if AQI falls below 450.” GRAP 3
restrictions are imposed when air pollution in
Delhi falls in ‘severe’ category (401-450). And
GRAP 4 when it crosses 450. The court was
informed that the curbs under GRAP Stage 4
have now been imposed in the city.

BJP using Article 370 to win polls in
Maharashtra, Jharkhand: Farooq Abdullah

Navdeep Singh Sahni
Jammu, Nov. 18: The Bharatiya

Janata Party's (BJP) onslaught on the
Congress over Article 370 of the
Constitution is aimed at weakening
the opposition party and winning
elections in Maharashtra and
Jharkhand, Farooq Abdullah, presi-
dent of the National Conference (NC)
said on Saturday. However, the veter-
an leader said they will not allow the
Congress to be weakened and hoped
that the INDIA bloc will emerge vic-
torious in the Assembly polls in both
the states. Talking to reporters after
attending a private function in
Jammu, Abdullah said he has no
doubt about the return of statehood
to Jammu and Kashmir. Asked about the
statements of Congress leaders that
there is no mention of restoration of
Article 370 in a recently-passed resolu-
tion in the Jammu and Kashmir (J and K)
Assembly, Abdullah said they have their
own purpose because their party is

under attack from the BJP, with Prime
Minister (PM) Narendra Modi and
home minister Amit Shah "shouting

repeatedly at them just to win the elec-
tions". "They (BJP) are thinking that
they will weaken the Congress but we
will not allow that to happen," the former
J and K chief minister said. "We are
hopeful that they (INDIA alliance) will
win the elections," he added. On the crit-
icism of Kashmir-based political parties

for allegedly misleading people on the
resolution by linking it to Article 370,
Abdullah said they are free to raise ques-

tions. "Our (election) manifesto is
before the public and we are follow-
ing it," he said. Abdullah responded
angrily to a question about the
restoration of statehood to J and K
and asked, "What type of a response
do you want from the Centre to the
resolution for restoration of state-
hood? How long has this (NC) gov-
ernment been formed? Do you want
statehood to fall from the sky?"
"Statehood will be returned (to
Jammu and Kashmir) and I have no
doubt over it. Earlier, some people
used to say that (Assembly) polls will

not take place (in Jammu and Kashmir)
but the elections happened. They (BJP)
launched a propaganda that they will
form the government but what hap-
pened?" he asked. On Shah's statement
that Modi is determined to amend the
Waqf Act despite resistance from key
opposition leaders, Abdullah said.

SC Collegium recommends Madras HC Judge D
Krishnakumar's name for Manipur HC chief justice

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Nov. 18: The Supreme

Court Collegium on Monday recommend-
ed appointment of Justice D
Krishnakumar, currently serving as a
judge of the Madras High Court, as the
chief justice of the Manipur High Court.
The Collegium, headed by Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna and comprising Justices
B R Gavai and Surya Kant, took the decision
in a meeting held on Monday. A vacancy in
the office of the chief justice of the High Court
of Manipur would arise consequent upon the
retirement of Justice Siddharth Mridul on
November 21, 2024. Therefore, appointment
to that office is required to be made, the
Collegium noted. "It is proposed to appoint
Mr. Justice D Krishnakumar, presently serv-
ing as a Judge of the Madras High Court, as
the Chief Justice of High Court of Manipur
with effect from the date on which the incum-
bent Chief Justice demits office on retire-

ment," it said. "Mr. Justice D. Krishnakumar
was appointed as a Judge of the Madras High
Court on 07th April 2016 and is due to retire

on 21st May 2025. "He is the senior-most
puisne Judge in his parent High Court and
belongs to a Backward Community. Before
his elevation as a Judge of the High Court, he
had extensive practice in civil, Constitutional
and service matters in the High Court, with

specialisation in Constitutional law," it added.
The Collegium noted that Justice
Krishnakumar is a competent judge with
sound legal acumen and is endowed with
high level of integrity and honesty. "While rec-
ommending the name of Mr. Justice D.
Krishnakumar, the Collegium has also taken
into consideration the fact that at present
there is only one Chief Justice from the
Madras High Court among the Chief Justices
of the High Courts. "Having regard to all rel-
evant factors, the Collegium is of the consid-
ered view that Mr. Justice D. Krishnakumar is
fit and suitable in all respects for being
appointed as the Chief Justice of High Court
of Manipur," it said. "The Collegium, there-
fore, resolves to recommend that Justice D
Krishnakumar be appointed as the Chief
Justice of High Court of Manipur conse-
quent upon the retirement of Mr. Justice
Siddharth Mridul on 21st November 2024,"
it said.The Supreme Court Collegium on
Monday recommended appointment of

Justice D Krishnakumar, currently serving
as a judge of the Madras High Court, as the
chief justice of the Manipur High Court.
The Collegium, headed by Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna and comprising
Justices B R Gavai and Surya Kant, took the
decision in a meeting held on Monday. A
vacancy in the office of the chief justice of
the High Court of Manipur would arise con-
sequent upon the retirement of Justice
Siddharth Mridul on November 21, 2024.
Therefore, appointment to that office is
required to be made, the Collegium noted.
"It is proposed to appoint Mr. Justice D
Krishnakumar, presently serving as a Judge
of the Madras High Court, as the Chief
Justice of High Court of Manipur with effect
from the date on which the incumbent Chief
Justice demits office on retirement," it said. 

"Mr. Justice D. Krishnakumar was
appointed as a Judge of the Madras High
Court on 07th April 2016 and is due to retire
on 21st May 2025.

Congress demands home minister Amit
Shah’s resignation over Manipur violence

ST Correspondent
New Delhi, Nov 18: The Congress party on Monday

demanded the resignations of Union home minister
Amit Shah and Manipur chief minister N Biren Singh
over the continuing violence in the northeastern state
that has been torn apart in ethnic clashes since May
last year and asked Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
visit the state and call an all-party meeting ahead of the
Parliament session that starts on November 25 to
restore peace and normalcy. “The Prime Minister had
outsourced Manipur to the Union home minister. The
singular achievement of the home minister is to protect
the Manipur chief minister (Biren Singh). The home
minister has not protected the innocent people, the

innocent women and children of Manipur. He should
take the responsibility and resign,” Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh said at a press conference in
Delhi on Monday. “From May 3, 2023 Manipur has
been on fire. PM has visited various countries across
the world but has not found any time to visit Manipur.
Our first demand is for the PM to visit Manipur before
the Parliament session, meet political parties, relief
camps,” Ramesh added. K Meghachandra Singh, the
Congress state unit chief, said, “There is no law and
order, no normal human activities in the state.
Abduction of innocent civilians and killing—particular-
ly women, children and infants, are increasing. Now,
rampant extortions are happening.” “PM Modi said in
2017 election rally that “Those who can’t ensure peace
in Manipur, have no right to govern.” I want to ask him,
is the double engine government able to maintain law
and order? Without Manipur, India can’t be the full
Union of India. Now, Manipur has become a forgotten
state in Modi’s India,” Singh added. Girish Chodankar,
AICC in-charge for Manipur said, “The violence is the
tragic by-product of double engine sarkar. It failed to
protect, and people are frustrated, and the state has
become headless. Retail inflation has crossed 10%.
There is a massive job loss, national highway blocking
has crossed all limits. People have started attacking
Opposition politicians. This is a complete failure of PM
and CM.” 

Jharkhand election is for
poor, youth, Hindu pride

Ranchi, Nov. 18: Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on Monday said the
Jharkhand election is for poor, youth, women
and Hindu pride. He also accused the JMM-
led government of allegedly not fulfilling any
promise made during the 2019 elections.
"Chief Minister Hemant Soren is busy talking
about his wife, while his wife Kalpana Soren
says 'ek hi nara Hemant dubara' (one slogan,
Hemant for second time). I want to ask who
will talk about youth, women and the poor in
the state. This time no Hemant 'dubara' but
poor and youth 'dubara'," Sarma said address-
ing an election rally at Mandu in Hazaribag
district. He added, "This Jharkhand election is
for poor, women and youth, besides Hindu
pride and protection. This election is for
Jharkhand's as well as country's develop-
ment." Attacking Hemant Soren-led govern-
ment for allegedly not fulfilling its promises,
he said that the government had promised to
provide five lakh jobs and unemployment
allowances. "But, the government did not ful-
fil its promise. If BJP is voted to power, we will
provide 2.87 lakh government jobs and create
five lakh job opportunities. We will give Rs
2,000 to graduate and post-graduate level stu-
dents for two years so that they could carry
out their preparations for jobs," he said.

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, Nov. 18: The Delhi High

Court on Monday sought the stand of the
CBI on pleas by former Union minister P
Chidambaram and his son Karti
Chidambaram seeking to defer arguments
on framing of charges in the INX media

case. Justice Manoj Kumar Ohri issued
notice to the investigating agency on the
petitions and said "let response be filed".
The senior counsel appearing for the two
Congress leaders argued that the argu-
ments on framing of charges ought not to
commence before the trial court as the
investigation was still pending. CBI's coun-
sel said there was sufficient material to
show "demand of bribe" and framing of

charges should not be stopped on account
of any pending investigation. The CBI had
registered its case on May 15, 2017, alleg-
ing irregularities in a Foreign Investment
Promotion Board (FIPB) clearance grant-
ed to the INX Media group for receiving
overseas funds of Rs 305 crore in 2007 dur-
ing P Chidambaram's tenure as finance
minister. In the pleas before the high
court, Chidambaram and Karti, who were
represented by senior advocate Sidharth
Luthra and advocate Akshat Gupta, have
assailed a trial court order refusing to
defer the arguments of charge. Luthra said
the chargesheet filed by the CBI in the
case was incomplete and the accused per-
sons were yet to be given access to all the
material collected by the agency as probe
on certain aspects was going on. "You have
been doing investigation since 2017. If you
choose to be lackadaisical, should I pro-
ceed to argue on charge? It can't be an
unfair battle," he said. Karti, in his plea,
said the necessity of further investigation
being concluded before consideration of
charge impacts his right to fair trial under
Article 21 of the Constitution. "The Ld.
Special Judge failed to appreciate that the
alleged offence pertains to a period of
2007-08, for which, the said FIR was regis-
tered by the CBI on 15.05.2017. 

Delhi HC seeks CBI stand on Chidambaram's
plea over framing of charges in INX Media case

New Delhi, Nov. 18: The Kerala High
Court (HC) has held that if any foreign organ-
isation wants to conduct a survey in India, per-
mission from the central government is neces-
sary. The ruling from the HC came while dis-

posing of a plea seeking quashing of criminal
proceedings against an Indian company for
conducting a survey in Thiruvananthapuram
in 2010, which according to the police was
aimed at "injuring the emotional feelings of the
Muslim community". The survey was con-
ducted by the Indian company -- Taylor Nelson
Sofres (TNS) PLC-- for US-based Princeton

Survey Research Associates. Rejecting the
Indian company's plea to quash the criminal
proceedings against it, Justice PV
Kunhikrishnan said that if such surveys were
allowed to continue, they "will affect the secu-

rity of our country and importantly reli-
gious harmony". "The central govern-
ment should take it very seriously, and if
there is any intention to topple the
integrity of our country by conducting
such surveys, appropriate steps should
be taken in accordance with the law," the
HC said in its order of November 4. It
also noted that in the instant matter,
there was no sanction from the central
government for conducting such a sur-
vey. The HC was also of the opinion that
an investigation by the state police was
not enough in the case and directed the

investigating officer to forward a report to the
Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) about
the probe carried out so far in the case. "The
Ministry of Home Affairs and the Ministry of
External Affairs will do the needful in accor-
dance with law, and order further enquiry or
investigation, if necessary, in accordance with
law," it said. 

Foreign cos need Union govt nod to
do surveys: Kerala HC





Gurgaon. Instances of stubble burning and 80,098 in 2020.Palak Balyan of and affiliated with Morgan State 
have come down in Punjab and Climate Trends agreed that the University, posted on X that while 
Haryana, but they haven't succeeded in reduction in incidents of stubble farm fires had come down over the 
clearing Delhi-NCR's air substantially burning did not have the desired effect past few years, aerosol loading, or 
– suggesting that local sources have a on NCR's air."Stubble burning is not pollutants, in the atmosphere had 
significant contribution in pollution. the only source of air pollution, increased or remained near stable 

especially during winter. If we analyse compared to previous years.It is true Data shows that farm fires in Punjab and 
data in the first 11 days of Nov, we can that fires in Haryana are at their best Haryana have reduced 40% and 23%, 
clearly see that farm fires haven't levels. However, stubble burning in respectively, over the past four years.
impacted air quality to that extent. In Indian Punjab and the Pakistan side But air quality has shown only a 5% 
winter, meteorological conditions and have contributed immensely to improvement in Delhi during this time. 
local factors such as road dust, degrading the regional air quality," he In numbers, incidents of crop burning 
construction activities, heavy vehicles, told TOI.Piyush Bharadwaj, an air came down from 13,218 to 2,587 in the 
and waste burning are responsible for quality scientist at the Centre for Study period between Nov 1 to 11 in the past 
polluting the air in the region," said of Science, Technology and Policy one year.However, PM 2.5 levels 
Balyan.Researchers ,  however,  (CSTEP), agreed.decreased by 32.6% in Gurgaon and 
expressed doubt if the data indeed "The satellite-based fire detection 17% in Delhi during the same period.
portrayed the correct picture of fire algorithm has challenges in spotting At 1,080 this season, Haryana has 
count in Punjab. They said the number night-time fires, small fires, and those registered fewer farm fires between 
of stubble burning cases was based on occurring on cloudy days or at other Sept 15 and Nov 16 compared to the 
images from two satellites that passed times," he said. "To check if fires corresponding period since 2020. In 
the region around 10.30am and occurred after satellite overpass time, 2023, Haryana saw 1,986 farm fires, 
1.30pm daily. These satellites may we could also use other satellite data 3,233 in 2022, 5,993 in 2021, and 
have missed out on many fires later in products, such as aerosol optical depth 3,701 in 2020. Similarly, in Punjab, 
the afternoon or earlier in the day. and burnt area, which can still show there were 8,000 fires during the same 

Hiren Jethva, a senior research scientist signs of fire activities during non-period this year, down from 31,932 in 
at Nasa Goddard Space Flight Centre overpass times," he added.2023, 46,822 in 2022, 68,922 in 2021, 

Irregular waste collection, unswept roads 
add to residents’ woes in Sector 22B

Farm fires down since ’20, but NCR’s air not cleared as much

Sector 102/102A stretch where a car footpaths, zebra crossings, traffic signals, Gurgaon. As dense fog envelops the city in 
collided with a pole standing in the road repairs, street lighting, and clear winter, crumbling infrastructure adds an 
middle of the road due to poor visibility. signage, a implement stricter traffic extra layer of risk on the roads. With near-
"Fortunately, the vehicle wasn't in speed enforcement, particularly regarding zero visibility on some days, broken 
and injuries were avoided. While GMDA speed limits and drunk driving. Lastly, dividers, illegal speed-breakers, and 
is redeveloping this master road, works extensive awareness campaigns should poles right in the middle of roads 
for which is almost complete, yet there is be conducted to educate the public about potentially pose a grave risk of accidents. 
no sign of shifting poles despite our safe winter driving practices," she For instance, concrete jersey barriers are 
repeated requests. Similarly, there are said.While fog is a natural phenomena, chipped, toppled, or marred with posters 
poles in the middle of Upper Dwarka obstacles on the roads of the city can be at certain places, making them difficult 
Expressway and Bajghera Road which cleared easily. Clear lane demarcations such serious mishaps. To add to it all, for unsuspecting motorists to see. 
reduce the road width and pose are essential for orderly driving, but in potholes are not timely repaired and there Unauthorised bumps add to the challenge, 
challenges to commuters. We urged the some places, these road markings are is haphazard placement of jersey often appearing without any warning. By 
civic authorities to conduct a survey of faded, which adds to the confusion even barr iers .""Driving during foggy the time drivers are jolted into awareness, 
such structures across the city and shift in clear conditions. Moreover, to date, conditions becomes exceptionally it's too late.One such stretch is Bajghera-
them to prevent any major mishap," he GMDA has not been able to install the challenging in the absence of adequate Najafgarh Road, close to the Delhi border, 
said.Insufficient streetlights also add to speed limit signages, which is crucial for streetlights. Reduced visibility compels which has several speed bumps without 
the dangers as dark roads are nearly road safety, despite starting the tender many drivers to resort to using fog lights m a r k i n g s  o r  s i g n a g e  t o  a l e r t  
impossible to navigate safely at night or process twice in the past year. The or high beams but even these solutions do commuters.Meanwhile, some arterial 
when there is fog. Branches fallen from indecision on the part of the metropolitan not solve the problem of low visibility," roads have huge high-tension poles 
trees and debris from nearby construction authority has kept the project in a said Nilesh Tandon, RWA president of standing right in the middle, posing a 
sites become virtual traps, difficult to spot limbo.Ajay Kumar, deputy commissioner Fresco.According to experts, govt severe risk of accidents in low visibility.

of Gurgaon, assured that efforts to intervention is necessary to curb the rising Civic agencies make no effort to shift the under foggy conditions.Rajat Srivastava, 
improve the situation are underway. "We toll in road accidents in the city during poles falling in the alignment of road a resident of Astaire Gardens, said, "In 
have directed the departments concerned winter. Sarika Panda Bhatt, a road safety construction projects, said residents. winter, fog can be so dense that visibility 

drops to just a few metres, leaving drivers to prioritise road safety in view of the fog. and mobility expert, said, "There is a need Sunil Sareen, deputy convenor of Dwarka 
with little time to react to things on road. We will also conduct review meetings to to prioritise infrastructure improvements, Expressway Gurgaon Development 
Proper lighting is essential to prevent assess progress. especially for pedestrians, such as safe Association, recounted an incident on the 

Watch out: It’s not just fog, crumbling 
road infra pose accident risk too

GRAP in force, but no end to open 
waste burning & cracker bursting

Gupta ,  a  r e s iden t  o f  Sec to r  regional officer (south), Gurgaon, Gurgaon: GRAP restrictions are in place 
40."Firecrackers add to pollution and it Haryana State Pollution Control and the city is cloaked in smog that is 
is becoming unbearable. It's high time Board (HSPCB)Separately, equivalent to smoking dozens of 
we consider more sustainable ways to HSPCB officials said they sealed cigarettes a day, but none of it has deterred 
celebrate," said Anish Yadav, who lives a construction site in DLF 5 as people from bursting firecrackers to 
in Palam Vihar.Experts say smoke from work was going on despite the celebrate weddings, and resort to open 
burning waste and leaves releases tiny ban. Other mandatory measures, waste burning. Heaps of garbage were 
pollutants that can get embedded in the which are applicable with or seen ablaze at several spots in the city on 
lungs when inhaled. "Waste burning in without GRAP, were found Sunday.A pile of trash at a green belt in 
the open releases PM 2.5, PM 10, missing there too. Loose soil was Sector 86 took 20 minutes to douse, 
oxides of nitrogen and carbon found uncovered. One DG set of residents said. Other areas where waste 
monoxide," said Shubhansh Tiwari, a capacity 250 KVA was found was burnt in the open were — DLF 2, 
research associate at the Centre for installed with inadequate stack IFFCO Chowk, Sector 10 and Udyog 
S c i e n c e  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t  height, and water sprinkling was Vihar. Locals said shopkeepers, garbage 
(CSE).Under the third stage of the not being carried out. The site has collectors, sanitation workers and sale and bursting of traditional 
Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP), two anti-smog guns but it needs to install security guards burn waste in the firecrackers from Oct 22 till Jan 31 next 
construction and demolition activities, a total of four as the construction area is open."The garbage disposal system is not year. ‘Green' crackers, which don't have 
operations of stone crushers, all mining large, they said."We are taking action in place, so people tend to burn waste. barium salts, can be burst only for a few 
and associated activities, and using BS III against the violators who are not Also, as the marriage season has begun, it hours on Diwali, Christmas and some 
petrol and BS IV diesel LMVs (four- complying with GRAP norms. We have is also giving people an excuse to burn other festivals."We have increased 
wheelers) are banned across Delhi-NCR. sealed four ready-mix cement factories, crackers. These are major reasons that we patrols and surveillance to ensure 

and two other closure notices have been are suffering," said Rishav Gaur, a GRAP-3 was enforced on Nov 15, when air compliance with the ban on firecrackers. 
issued since Friday. We are also imposing resident of Sector 85."Firecrackers have quality across NCR reached hazardous Violators will face stringent penalties. To 
environmental compensation on sites that always been a part of our celebrations, but levels, and GRAP 4 — with even stricter tackle open waste burning, MCG has 
are not following the norms," said Nirmal the worsening air quality is alarming. We curbs — will be in effect from Monday, enhanced waste collection services and is 
Kashyap, head of the air-cell of Haryana, need to rethink our traditions to protect Nov 18.In Gurgaon, the district encouraging residents to segregate waste 
HSPCB.our health and environment," said Neena administration had banned the production, at the source," said Vijay Chaudhary, 

Motor broken, Sushant Lok 
2 faces severe water 
shortage 10 days on

Gurgaon: The demand for water has gone down 
with the onset of winter but its crisis in Sushant 
Lok-2 shows no signs of abating.

For the past 10 days, over 1,000 families in blocks 
A and A1 have grappled with severe water 
shortages due to a malfunctioning motor. 
According to residents, the numerous complaints 
they have made to MCG regarding the issue have 
fallen on deaf ears."I have visited the Samadhan 
Shivir five times and urged the municipal 
corporation to provide a permanent solution to 
the problem. I have asked them for proper 
equipment and machinery to ensure a smooth 
supply of water, but to no avail. Even the stopgap 
arrangements are unreliable, with the motors 
malfunctioning frequently. MCG does not even 
respond to complaints promptly," said Vinita 
Sinha, RWA president of blocks A and A1.The 

colony, situated at the end of GMDA's water 
supply network, has long struggled with low 
water pressure and residents have blamed MCG 
for its failure to implement an efficient last-mile 
water distribution system. The tubewell, they say, 
served as a source to fill the supply gap.

They also pointed out the situation is likely to 
become even more concerning with the onset of 
summer, when the demand for water goes further 
up.Digvijay Singh, RWA vice president, said, 
"People expect regular water supply, especially 
during winter. It is difficult for us to explain to 
them why we are not being able to provide them 
with this basic necessity. Even with reduced 
consumption during winter, we are still not 
receiving adequate supply. MCG adopted a 
reactive approach rather than a proactive 
measure to ensure basic civic amenities," Singh 
said.Meanwhile, a senior official of MCG 
acknowledged the problem and said that steps 
were being taken to fix the motor at the earliest. 
"However, this is a stopgap arrangement. The 
problem will be resolved permanently only after 
GMDA improves the supply of water in the 
area," the official said.

News box

CHANDIGARH. There was no let-up in falling air 
quality across the national capital region (NCR) on 
Sunday with 12 districts and cities out of total 14 NCR 
districts reporting ‘severe’ and ‘very poor’ air quality 
Index (AQI) during the day.

Consequently, deputy commissioners of four districts in 
Haryana — Rohtak, Jhajjar, Gurgaon and Sonipat — 
have ordered to discontinue physical classes of 
primary students and directed to have online classes 
instead. Bahadurgarh in Jhajjar district, which shares 
its border with New Delhi, recorded the highest AQI in 
Haryana 452 and was classified in the ‘severe’ 
category. After Bahadurgarh it was Bhiwani district 
which recor ded the second worst AQI of 426 during 
the day.Here, the local administration is yet to take a 
call on students of primary class.Ten 10 districts and 
cities which reported ‘very poor’ AQI included Hisar 
with AQI of 357, Gurgaon 356, Sonipat 350, 
Dharuhera 347, Jind 326, Ballabgarh 311, Sirsa 301, 
Panipat 308, Rohtak 305 and Faridabad 300.

During the day, these places had touched the highest AQI 
of 380 to 400 plus, per the Central Pollution Conrol 
Board report.GRAP 3 restrictions have been imposed 
by the Commission for Air Quality Monitoring 
(CAQM) in NCR and adjoining areas for the past two 
days. CAQM has strongly recommended the online 
classes for primary students to avoid health issues 
caused by poor air.

Haryana's Jhajjar records AQI 
at 452, no primary classes in 
4 districts

are a direct result of the Gurgaon: Residents of Sector 22B 
neglect and lack of proper have raised concerns over the 
waste management. If the deteriorating condition of the 
MCG does not address the sanitation in the sector. Garbage 
root cause and ensure regular piles have accumulated at almost 
cleaning and proper waste every corner, attracting stray 
disposal, such incidents will animals that scavenge for food, 
continue to happen, putting creating unhygienic surroundings 
residents' health and safety at and increasing health risks, they 
risk," Yadav added.Echoing said. Residents noted that garbage 
similar sentiments, Poonam collection has been very irregular 
Verma, another resident, said, for the past six months and the roads 
"The garbage piles are not are often left unswept.According to and there is no equipment to properly 

just unsightly but also breeding residents, MCG had awarded the dispose of the garbage collected from 
grounds for diseases. It does not feel sanitation and road-sweeping work for the roads. We raised the issue 
like we are living in a sector as the the area to a new agency in April this repeatedly with the civic body, but 
sanitation situation has gone for a toss. year. However, the agency has failed to they turned a blind eye to the 
Stray cattle and dogs are constantly make any improvements in the situation," said Bhim Singh Yadav, 
scavenging through the trash, which cleanliness and upkeep of the RWA president of Sector 22B.In 
only makes things worse."When asked, sector."The state of sanitation in our addition to irregular waste collection, 
MCG's senior sanitary inspector sector has reached an alarming level. residents have also raised the issue of 
Harish Mehta said that the issue would The MCG appointed a new agency, but garbage burning in the area."In the 
be addressed. "I will get the matter there is hardly any manpower visible past 15 days, there were two garbage 
checked and take action to address the on the ground. On any given day, only burning incidents. I even had to douse 
problem," he said.4-5 sanitation staff show up for work, one of the fires myself. These incidents 

Man uses forged docus to 
buy a luxury car, arrested
Noida. A 38-year-old man was arrested on Friday for 

allegedly using forged documents to buy a luxury car 
from a showroom in Sector 5 in Aug last year. The man 
had booked the car by paying Rs 11,000 online. But 
when the car was delivered, he issued a check from his 
bank account which had insufficient funds.DCP Ram 
Badan Singh said Raj Deb was arrested from his house 
in Cleo County, Sector 121 on Nov 15 after Tata Motors 
filed a complaint against him."During interrogation, it 
was revealed that Deb had booked a Tata Safari from 
Sagar Motors in Noida's Sector 5 on Aug 10 last year, 
by paying Rs 11,000 online. At the time of delivery, 
Deb and his wife Koyal wrote a cheque to Sagar Motors 
from their Yes Bank, which was nearly empty. They 
created a fake message showing a payment of Rs 
26,00,000. Later, the company found out the cheque 
was not cleared," the DCP said."Raj Deb admitted to 
defrauding Rana Motors, Noida and Galaxy Toyota in 
Delhi by issuing similar fake cheques for a Grand 
Vitara worth approximately Rs 22 lakh and a Toyota 
Hilux worth about Rs 30 lakh. He assured companies in 
writing he would pay once he got the registration 
certificate (RC), to keep them from complaining to the 
RTO. Once the RC was issued, he would sell the 
vehicles," the DCP said.The accused was booked under 
IPC sections 406 (criminal breach of trust), 420 
(cheating), 467 (forgery), 468 (forgery), 471 (using as 
genuine a forged document) and 120B (criminal 
conspiracy) .

Noida. Air quality in Noida improved somewhat on 
Sunday, but stayed in the ‘very poor' category for the 
fifth straight day – logging 316 compared to 328 on 
Saturday. While Ghaziabad recorded an AQI of 362, 
slightly down from 363, Greater Noida saw a surge 
after two ‘poor' days – reaching 362 from 287.

But as air quality deteriorated in other parts of NCR, the 
Commission for Air Quality Management on Sunday 
evening imposed restrictions under GRAP 4, with 
effect from Monday morning.According to the Indian 
Institute of Tropical Meteorology's bulletin on Sunday, 
predominant surface winds are likely to come from 
northwest towards Delhi, with a speed of 6-12 kmph. 
Mornings are likely to have a cover of smog or shallow 
to moderate fog, which is expected to clear up as the day 
progresses.With the AQI deteriorating with each 
passing day, some residents said they were planning 
long vacations in the hills to escape the toxic air.

"I've decided to shift from Noida to a hilly village for the 
next few months. Unfortunately, I've been suffering 
from a severe throat infection for some time now. The 
authorities here have failed to come up with an effective 
plan to control pollution. So, people like us have little 
option but to escape to areas where we can breathe fresh 
air in this region," said Pushkar Raj Chandra of Sector 
62, Noida.Tushar Kumar, an IT professional, is 
planning a trip to Nainital. "I don't want my baby to 
inhale such toxic air. It's very difficult for even us to 
breathe. We are plan to go to Nainital and stay there 
until the situation improves here," he told TOI.A 
Greater Noida resident said increasing pollution had 
had an effect on her asthma over the years. Pets, too, are 
bearing the brunt of toxic air."Pets also suffer from 
respiratory infections. Three of my rescue dogs 
developed lung ailments in the past couple of years. I 
lost one of them this year. Animals that breathe in 
polluted air are more vulnerable to infections. Just like 
us humans, they, too, have allergies and skin issues," 
said Kaveri Rana, who runs an animal rescue centre in 
Greater Noida.Sector 62, Noida's office and industry 
hub, was the most polluted in the city, registering a 
‘very poor' AQI of 384. Sector 1, which covers several 
industrial and residential sectors, registered 290. In 
Sector 116, the average AQI was ‘poor', at 290. The 
Sector 125 station, which covers commercial and 
institutional areas near the Yamuna across Faridabad, 
saw an average AQI of 298.

For many, the hills are calling 
as AQI remains ‘very poor’ 
for 5 days
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Jharkhand unit but was
removed after the Election
Commission directed its
state poll chief to direct the
party to take down the post.
In a post on X, Mehbooba
said, "BJP's advertisement
campaign in Jharkhand
assembly elections should
make Kashmiri leadership
turn in their graves who,
despite Jammu and Kashmir
being a Muslim-majority
state, opted to join a secular
democratic India. This choice
was made with the vision of a
pluralistic nation where all
religions could coexist peace-
fully & honourably."

NAME CHANGE
I, FOOLASRA Mother of No JC-
303223F, Rank-SUB, Name-
KULDEEP YADAV   residing at VILL-
CHAURAHIYA SAMANTHA, PO-
TANDAULI SAMANTHA, DIST- AYO-
DHYA (FAIZABAD), UP-224161 have
changed my name from FOOLASRA
to FULESAR for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 18/11/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, N SWATHI Wife of No. 15717585N
LHAV NANDYALA CHHNDRA
SEKHAR Presently residing at DOOR
NO-14-50, VILL-KOTHAPALLI, PO-
GHATTU, PS-B KOTHAKOTA, TEH-
THAMBALLAPALLI, DIST-CHIT-
TOOR, ANDHRA PRADESH-517325
have changed my name from N
SWATHI to S SWATHI for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 18/11/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Chandan Singh
S/O Avinesh Singh R/O SQ16, Block
H, Saket, New Delhi, 110017. have
change my name and shall hereafter
be known as Raaz Thakur.

NAME CHANGE
I, NANDYALA RAMA SUBAMMA
Mother of No. 15717585N LHAV
NANDYALA CHHNDRA SEKHAR
Presently residing at DOOR NO-14-
50, VILL-KOTHAPALLI, PO-GHAT-
TU, PS-B KOTHAKOTA, TEH-THAM-
BALLAPALLI, DIST-CHITTOOR,
ANDHRA PRADESH-517325 have
changed my name from NANDYALA
RAMA SUBAMMA to NANDHYALA
RAMASUBBAMMA for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 18/11/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, N KRISHNAMOORTHY Father of
No. 15717585N LHAV NANDYALA
CHHNDRA SEKHAR Presently resid-
ing at DOOR NO-14-50, VILL-
KOTHAPALLI, PO-GHATTU, PS-B
KOTHAKOTA, TEH-THAMBALLA-
PALLI, DIST-CHITTOOR, ANDHRA
PRADESH-517325 have changed
my name from N KRISHNAMOOR-
THY to NANDYALA KRISHNA-
MURTHY for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 18/11/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Prem Lal S/o Ram Sevak R/o Flat
No-B 502, 5th Floor, Block-B, Plot
No-8, Durga Pooja Apartment,
Sector-13, Dwarka, Delhi-110075
Have Changed My Name To Prem
Lal Verma S/o Ram Sevak Verma For
All Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, 15689288F Rank-HAV Name-
SANDEEP KUMAR CHATURVEDI
father of SHATAKSHI R/O VILL-
PARASRAMPUR, PO-LAMBHUA,
DISTT-SULTANPUR, U.P-222302
have changed my minor daughter’s
name from SHATAKSHI to SHATAK-
SHI CHATURVEDI for all future pur-
poses vide affidavit dated 18/11/2024
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, DIVYA PRAJAPATI Wife of No.
15715296A LNK ASHOK KUMAR PRA-
JAPATI Presently residing at VILL-
JIGANI, PO-PIPRA BITTHAL, TEH-
BHATPAR RANI, DIST-DEORIA,
UTTAR PRADESH-274701 have
changed my name from DIVYA PRA-
JAPATI to DIVYA KUMARI for all future
purposes vide Affidavit dated 18/11/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I,AZADKHAN S/O SALEEM KHAN R/O
226.4TH FLOOR SWAYAM SIDHA
COLONY,WEST PUNJABI BAGH,
DELHI-110026. HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO AZAD ALI KHAN

NAME CHANGE
I, DEMSAT KIPGEN S/O HEMJANGAM
KIPGEN R/O H NO 79 FIRST FLOOR
MUNIRKAVILLAGE MUNIRKASOUTH
WEST DELHI-110067 have changed
my name to DEMKHOSAT KIPGEN for
all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, PRIYA PANDEY wife of
No.15689288F Rank-HAV Name-
SANDEEP KUMAR CHATURVEDI R/O
VILL-PARASRAMPUR, PO-LAMBHUA,
DISTT-SULTANPUR, U.P-222302 have
changed my name from PRIYA
PANDEY to PRIYA CHATURVEDI for all
future purposes and in my husband’s
service record my date of birth wrongly
mentioned as 16/06/1988 instead of my
correct date of birth as 03/07/1988 Vide
Affidavit dated 18/11/2024 before Notary
Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Archana W/O Anil Kumar Shukla  R/O
H. No-1, Sector -26, Rohini, North West
Delhi, Delhi -110085, have changed the
name of my minor Son namely Abhishek
aged 08 years and he shall hereafter be
known as Abhishek Shukla

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Mamta D/O Vijay
Singh Tanwar R/0 205 Ambika Vihar,
Paschim vihar sunder Vihar, Delhi West
Delhi have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as ANAYSAA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Pradeep S/O Kishan Chand R/O
9526/1, Gali No-13, Multani Dhanda
,Pahar Ganj Central Delhi, Delhi -
110055, declare that name of my minor
Son has been wrongly written as Laksh
in my minor Son namely Lakshay aged
11 years in his Birth Certificate No.
MCDOLIR-0113-005873886 the actual
name of my minor Son is Lakshay

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Mahavir  Prasad S/O: Tilak Raj, R/O
House no 6340-6341,gali no-39, 22
feet road, Sanjay colony sector-23,
Faridabad Sector 22, Faridabad,
Haryana-121005,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
Mahaveer in my wife death certificate
no D-2021:9-90002-006297, The actu-
al name of mine is Mahavir Prasad
,which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Pramila Sharma W/O Bhola
Nath Sharma and Bhola Nath Sharma
son of  Late Raja Ram Sharma, both
residents of 356 Pocket D Dilshad
Garden East Delhi-95 have evicted
their son Mayank Sharma from all their
movable and immovable properties
due to his misbehavior and have sev-
ered all relations with him. My clients
and their family will not be responsible
for the transactions or police/court
cases on these matters. Mahender
Kumar (Advocate)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mr. Ajay Arya and Mrs. Gayatri Arya
Owner of the Residential Sub-
Leasehold Flat/Dwelling Unite No. 606
on 6th floor in Block/Tower-A-2, area
1065 sq. ft.,  "NIRALA ASPIRE" situat-
ed at Plot No. GH-03, Sector-16,
Greater Noida, G.B. Nagar, U.P., I have
lost Original Allotment Letter dated
11.07.2015 issued by M/s Nirala
Housing Pvt. Ltd., in favour of Mr. Ajay
Arya and Mrs. Gayatri Arya, for which
complaint lodged to the police.  That
any person(s)/Appropriate authority
etc. if finds the misplaced Allotment
Letter  aforesaid owners may come for-
ward and inform the undersigned with-
in 15 days from the date of Publication.
If   any claim of anyone against this
property then  he/she is free to contact
the undersigned within 15 days from
today. After the expiry of 15 days, the
subject property shall be deemed to be
free from any kind of encumbrances,
claim, right, mortgage

RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
(ADVOCATE) 

M-NO- 7252922875 

NAME CHANGE
I, MUBASHIRA W/O MOHAMMAD
TAYYAB residing at 313/85-B 4TH
FLOOR TULSI NAGAR DELHI - 110035
have changed my name to MUBSHERA
for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, RUMANA W/O MOHD KHALID resid-
ing at 313/85-B 4TH FLOOR TULSI
NAGAR INDER LOK DELHI - 110035
have changed my name to RUMANA
BEGUM for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, MAHRAJUDDIN S/O JAMALUDDIN
residing at 313/45C, DDAFLATS INDER
LOK DELHI - 110035  have changed my
name to MEHRAJUDDIN for all future
purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHD SLEEM AHMAD S/O TAYYAB
residing at A-6/47-C DDAFLATS INDER
LOK DELHI - 110035  have changed my
name to SALIM AHMED for all future
purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as KHUSHI D/o LAK-
SHMAN R/o RZ-110, BLOCK-RZ,
MAHINDRA PARK, UTTAM NAGAR, D
K MOHAN GARDEN, WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110059 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as BABY.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJESH KUMAR S/o RAM CHAN-
DRA, R/o Flat No. 202 D, 3rd Floor,
Pocket - 12, DDA Flats Jasola Vihar,
New Friends Colony, South Delhi, Delhi -
110025 have changed the name of my
minor Son MOKSH KUMAR SONI alias
MOKSH SONI, aged 14 years and he
shall hereafter be known as MOKSH
KUMAR SONI.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as LALLI W/O
PARDESHI R/o 235, Ganj, Ganj,
Mahoba, Uttar Pradesh-210424 and
Present R/O RZ-5, Durga Park, Gali No.-
2, Dabri Extn. Janakpuri, Delhi-110045,
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as RAM RATI, for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, MATI DEVI Mother of No. JC-473701M
Rank- NB SUB CLK (SD), Name-
SHYAMA NAND CHAUHAN R/o VILL-
BIJAHARI, PO-ORASAN, DIST-
GHAZIPUR, (UP)-275203 have
changed my name from MATI DEVI to
MATIYA. Vide Affidavit Dated 18/11/2024
before Notary Public New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. JC-473701M Rank- NB SUB CLK
(SD), Name- SHYAMA NAND
CHAUHAN R/o VILL-BIJAHARI, PO-
ORASAN, DIST-GHAZIPUR, (UP)-
275203 have changed my Minor son
name from ANKUR SINGH CHOUHAN
to ANKUR SINGH CHAUHAN. Vide
Affidavit Dated 18/11/2024 before Notary
Public New Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for General information that I,
CHITRA SHARMA D/o BHARAT
BHUSHAN residing at F-210, Karam
Pura, Ramesh Nagar H.O, West
Delhi, Delhi - 110015 declare that the
name of my Father and Mother has
been wrongly written as BHARAT
BHUSHAN SHARMA and HEMWATI
SHARMA in my 10th, 12th Class
Educational Documents and
Passport No. N8039884. And the
name of my Father has been wrong-
ly written as BHARAT BHUSHAN
SHARMA in my B. Sc. Degree. The
actual names of my Father and
Mother are BHARAT BHUSHAN and
HEMVATI SHARMA respectively,
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
LALCHAND VERMA S/o JAIBHAG-
WAN, R/o House No. 10435, Gali
Pathshala, Manak Pura, Karol Bagh,
Central Delhi, Delhi – 110005 declare
that name of mine, my wife and my
minor son have been wrongly written
as LALCHAND, BABITA and ROHAN
in my minor son namely ROHAN
VERMA aged 13 years in his School
Record. The actual name of mine, my
wife and my minor son are LALC-
HAND VERMA, BABITA VERMA and
ROHAN VERMA respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAJNI W/o RAJESH KUMAR, R/o
Flat No. 202 D, 3rd Floor, Pocket -
12, DDA Flats Jasola Vihar, New
Friends Colony, South Delhi, Delhi -
110025 have changed the name of
my minor daughter KHUSHI KUMAR
SONI alias KHUSHI SONI, aged 14
years and she shall hereafter be
known as KHUSHI KUMAR SONI.



WORLD 4

contact with senior officials and 
directly involved in advancing and 
executing Hezbollah's terrorist 
activities against Israel". IDF also 
noted that "Messages broadcasted 
by Afif to the Lebanese media 
glorified and incited terrorist 
activities against Israel, and he was 
r e spons ib l e  f o r  numerous  
psychological terror operations 
against the Israeli public".Afif's 
impact on the terrorist organization 
proves that he was directly 
involved in Hezbollah's terrorist 
activity against the State of Israel", 
the IDF further added. The strikes 
in Tyr and the death of the 
Hezbollah spokesperson come in 
the wake of the attack at Israeli PM airstrike in the Lebanese capital, Tyr. At least 11 people were killed and 48 

Benjamin Netanyahu's home on Beirut, which killed Hezbollah's media injured in Israeli strikes in Lebanon's 
Sunday.relations chief, Mohammed Afif, on Tyr region, AFP reported, quoting 

Three suspects were arrested for Sunday, the Times of Israel reported. In Lebanon ministry. The strikes in the Tyr 
throwing flares at Netanyahu's a post on the social media platform, X, region come weeks after Israel had 
residence. Earlier in October,  the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) also conducted earlier military operations in 
Netanyahu's private residence was confirmed the death of "Chief the area. According to Al Jazeera's prior 
targetted by a Hezbollah drone. Images Propagandist and Spokesperson of reports, the late October strikes caused 
published in Israeli media showed H e z b o l l a h ,  M o h a m m e d  damage to several heritage sites and left 
cracks in a bedroom window where the Afif".According to the IDF, "Afif was a 16 people injured.
drone struck but failed to penetrate. senior Hezbollah military operative, in These recent attacks follow an Israeli 

NEWS BOX

Biden's Big Move Before Trump's Takeover, Lifts 
Restrictions On Ukraine's Use Of  US Weapons

11 Killed, 48 Injured In Israeli 
Strikes On Lebanon's Tyr Region

However, incidents of violence were Toronto. India’s consulate in Vancouver 
reported from these events and, till date, organised two consular camps at 
several persons have been arrested or gurdwaras in British Columbia (BC) 
charges in this connection including the without any report of disruption by pro-
Canadian organiser of the so-called Khalistan elements.The camps were 
Khalistan Referendum, Inderjeet Gosal.On organised on Saturday and Sunday at the 
Tuesday, Peel Regional Police (PRP) said Khalsa Diwan Society Gurdwara in 
that it was in touch “with the Consul Abbotsford and the Khalsa Diwan 
General of India, as well as places of Society’s Ross Street Gurdwara in 
worship and community centres to work Vancouver on November 16 and November 
collaboratively to mitigate risks for the 17, respectively. A total of 709 life 
community”.It added, “Given the current certificates were provided to pensioners 
tension in the community and a shared who visited the two camps, according to 
interest in maintaining public safety, the India’s consulate in Vancouver.This was 
organisers agreed that Consular Camps be the second camp held at the Vancouver 
postponed to a later date to allow for gurdwara this month. Prior to hosting a 
tensions to ease and limit any negative camp on November 2, the society had 
impact on the community.”The Peel obtained an injunction from a judge of the announced that they were cancelling the and November 17, respectively.Tensions 
region, which included Brampton and British Columbia Supreme Court consular camps they were to host. These were prevalent in the area as pro-Khalistan 
Mississauga, appears to be an exception prohibiting protesters from going within were to feature officials from India’s elements staged a violent attack on the 
when it comes to these camps being held as 50-metre of the gurdwara.The camps at the consulate in Toronto.On November 10, the Hindu Sabha Mandir in Brampton on 
scheduled. On November 10, similar gurdwaras in BC were in contrast to the secessionist group Sikhs for Justice (SFJ) November 3. In the aftermath, there was a 
camps were held in Edmonton, capital of cancellation of two that were scheduled to had, in a statement, warned that it would protest staged outside a gurdwara in 
the province of Alberta, and in Saskatoon be held over the weekend at Hindu temples “target” Indian officials at the camp that Malton. There was also a rally outside the 
and  Regina  in  the  prov ince  of  in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA).Last were scheduled to be hosted at the Triveni Hindu Sabha temple on November 4 to 
Saskatchewan.Monday, the temples, the Brampton Mandir and the Kali Bari on November 16 demonstrate community solidarity. 

Triveni Mandir and the Toronto Kali Bari 

World.  In a significant shift in U.S. more advanced weaponry to bolster its deeper into Russian-held territories 
policy, the Biden administration has defense efforts and target Russian would improve Ukraine's chances of 

positions deep inside occupied weakening Russian forces and securing lifted longstanding restrictions on the 
territories.Despite concerns from some a more favorable outcome.The policy use of American-supplied weapons by 
U.S. officials over the potential change also comes as Russia has Ukraine, allowing Ukrainian forces to 
escalation of the conflict, the change escalated its military efforts, including strike deeper into Russian territory. The 
could provide Ukraine with a strategic the deployment of North Korean move is expected to have major 
advantage at a critical moment in the ground troops to supplement its forces implications for the ongoing conflict 
war. in Ukraine. This development has between Russia and Ukraine, which 

raised concerns in Washington and  A Critical Moment Before Trump's has already seen heavy fighting for 
K y i v,  a s  i t  s i g n a l s  f u r t h e r  Takeoverover a year and a half.
intensification of Russia's military The timing of the announcement is Key Policy Shift: Ukraine to Use Long-
campaign.The Biden administration's significant, as it comes just months Range Missiles
decision to lift the restrictions on before President-elect Donald Trump Sources familiar with the decision say 
Ukrainian weapon use is seen, in part, takes office on January 20.that, for the first time, Ukraine will 
as a response to these increased threats While Trump has been vocal in his soon carry out long-range strikes on 
and a bid to counter Russian advances.criticism of U.S. military and financial Russian military targets well beyond its 

Despite these gains, some U.S. officials aid to Ukraine, this policy shift under borders, using U.S. weapons, including 
have expressed doubt that loosening President Joe Biden could reshape the ATACMS rockets.These missiles, 
restrictions on weapons use will strategic landscape in the months which have a range of up to 190 miles 
significantly alter the war's overall l e a d i n g  u p  t o  T r u m p ' s  (306 km), are seen as a crucial tool for 
trajectory. However, others argue that administration.Ukrainian President Ukraine to disrupt Russian military 
giving Ukraine more firepower could Volodymyr Zelenskyy has repeatedly operations far from the frontlines.
enhance its negotiating position, requested more flexibility in the use of The decision, which marks a notable 
particularly if ceasefire talks are U.S. weapons, arguing that the ability departure from previous restrictions, 
initiated in the future.to target Russian military infrastructure comes as Ukraine has long pressed for 

central Beirut killed Hezbollah's its brutal war on Gaza. Israel BEIRUT. An Israeli strike early Sunday in 
chief spokesman Sunday, an official launched multiple airstrikes on Beit Lahiya in northern Gaza killed at least 
with the Lebanese group said.The Lebanon and the conflict 30 people, the director of a hospital there 
latest in targeted killings of senior steadily escalated, erupting into told The Associated Press.Hosam Abu 
Hezbollah officials came as war in September. Israeli forces Safiya with Kamal Adwan hospital in Beit 
Lebanese officials considered a invaded Lebanon on Oct. Lahiya also said there were dozens of 
United States- led cease-f ire  1.Hezbollah has fired dozens of wounded, and others likely were still under 
proposal. Israel also bombed several projectiles into Israel daily and the rubble.Fleeing residents told the AP that 
buildings in Beirut's southern expanded their range to central houses were hit.“Tonight we did not sleep 
suburbs, where Hezbollah has long Israel. The attacks have killed at at all,” said one fleeing Beit Lahiya 
been headquartered, after warning least 76 people, including 31 resident, Dalal al-Bakri. “They destroyed 
people to evacuate.Mohammed Afif, soldiers, and caused some all the houses around us. ... There are many 
the head of media relations for 60,000 people to flee.Israel's martyrs.”A woman, Umm Hamza, said the 
Hezbollah, was killed in a strike on Magen David Adom emergency bombing had escalated overnight. “It’s cold 
the Arab socialist Baath party's service said a teenager suffered and we don’t know where to go,” she 
office in central Beirut, according to blast injuries Sunday in Upper said.Israel has been carrying out 
a Hezbollah official who spoke on Galilee. Israel's military said continuous attacks in northern Gaza, not 

but there was no official word on the toll. condition of anonymity.Afif had been about 15 projectiles had entered from sparing schools, hospitals and refugee 
People could be seen fleeing. There was no especially visible after all-out war erupted Lebanon following sirens in the Galilee camps, with many calling it part of an 
comment from the Israeli military.“I was between Israel and Hezbollah in September areas.More than 3,400 people have been attempt to "ethnically cleanse Palestinians" 
asleep and awoke from the sound of the and the killing of Hezbollah leader Hassan killed in Lebanon, according to the Health of the region to establish illegal 
strike, and people screaming, and cars and Nasrallah in an Israeli airstrike. Last Ministry, and over 1.2 million driven from settlements.
gunfire," said Suheil Halabi, a witness. "I month, Afif hastily wrapped up a press their homes. It is not known how many of Israel has killed at least 43, 736 Palestinians 
was startled, honestly. This is the first time I conference in Beirut ahead of Israeli the dead are Hezbollah fighters.Lebanon's since the beginning of its recent war on 
experience it so close.”The last Israeli strikes.There was no Israeli evacuation army, largely on the sidelines, said an Gaza, including more than 17,000 children 
strike in central Beirut was on Oct. 10, warning before the strike near a busy Israeli strike on Sunday hit a military center and at least 11,400 women. Israel has also 
when 22 people were killed in two intersection in central Beirut. An in southeastern Al-Mari, killing two killed more than 180 journalists and over a 
locations.Hezbollah began firing rockets, Associated Press photographer at the scene soldiers and wounding two others. There thousand  hea l thca re  workers  in  
missiles and drones into Israel after it began saw four bodies and four wounded people, was no immediate Israeli comment.Gaza.Meanwhile, an Israeli airstrike on 

PM Modi arrives in Brazil 
to attend G20 Summit

RIO DE JANEIRO. Modi arrived in the South 
American country after wrapping up a "productive" 
visit to Nigeria, where he held bilateral talks with 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu and interacted with the 
Indian community.Announcing Modi's arrival in 
Brazil, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said in a 
post on X, "Prime Minister Narendra Modi lands in the 
vibrant city of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, to attend the G20 
Brazil Summit." It also shared pictures of Modi's 
welcome at the airport.Announcing his arrival, Modi 
said in a post on his official X handle, "Landed in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, to take part in the G20 Summit. I 
look forward to the summit deliberations and fruitful 
talks with various world leaders."In Brazil, he will 
attend the 19th G20 Summit as a member of the Troika 
along with Brazil and South Africa.Alongside Modi, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping and his US counterpart 
Joe Biden will be among the leaders attending the Rio 
de Janeiro summit on November 18-19.In the third and 
final leg of his trip, Modi will visit Guyana from 
November 19 to 21 at the invitation of President 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali.

It will be the first-ever visit of an Indian prime minister to 
Guyana in more than 50 years.

Modi said in his departure statement on Saturday, "This 
year, Brazil has built upon India's legacy. I look 
forward to meaningful discussions in keeping with our 
vision of 'One Earth, One Family, One Future'. I will 
also use the opportunity to exchange views on 
furthering bilateral cooperation with several other 
leaders."Induction of the 55-nation African Union as a 
permanent member of the G20 and managing to 
produce a leaders' declaration overcoming deep 
divisions over the Ukraine conflict were seen as major 
milestones of India's G20 presidency last year.

During his visit to Nigeria, Modi was conferred with the 
country's national award, the Grand Commander of the 
Order of the Niger (GCON), making him only the 
second foreign dignitary to receive the distinction.

This was the 17th international award conferred on Modi 
by a country. Queen Elizabeth II is the only other 
foreign dignitary to be conferred with the award.

Modi's visit to Nigeria was the first trip to the West 
African country by an Indian prime minister after 17 
years.

World.  WASHINGTON — Yu Miao smiles as he 
stands among the 10,000 books crowded on rows of 
bamboo shelves in his newly reopened bookstore. It’s 
in Washington’s vibrant Dupont Circle neighborhood, 
far from its last location in Shanghai, where the 
Chinese government forced him out of business six 
years ago.“There is no pressure from the authorities 
here,” said Yu, the owner of JF Books, Washington’s 
only Chinese bookseller. “I want to live without 
fear.”Independent bookstores have become a new 
battleground in China, swept up in the ruling 
Communist Party’s crackdown on dissent and free 
expression. The Associated Press found that at least a 
dozen bookstores in the world’s second-largest 
economy have been shuttered or targeted for closure 
in the last few months alone, squeezing the already 
tight space for press freedom. One bookstore owner 
was arrested over four months ago.

The crackdown has had a chilling effect on China’s 
publishing industry. Bookstores are common in 
China, but many are state-owned. Independent 
bookstores are governed by an intricate set of rules 
with strict controls now being more aggressively 
policed, according to bookstore owners. Printing 
shops and street vendors are also facing more rigorous 
government inspections by the National Office 
Against Pornography and Illegal Publication.The 
office did not respond to interview requests from The 
Associated Press. China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
in a statement to , said it was not aware of a crackdown 
on bookstores.Yu isn't alone in taking his business out 
of the country. Chinese bookstores have popped up in 
Japan, France, Netherlands and elsewhere in the U.S. 
in recent years, as a result of both stricter controls in 
China and growing Chinese communities abroad.It’s 
not just the books' contents that are making Chinese 
authorities wary. In many communities, bookstores 
are cultural centers where critical thinking is 
encouraged, and conversations can veer into politics 
and other topics not welcomed by the authorities.

Two killed, 9 wounded in 
shootings in New Orleans 
near parade route

Israeli strike on northern Gaza kills at least 30 Palestinians

NEW ORLEANS. New Orleans police were 
investigating after two people were killed and nine 
others were wounded in two separate shootings 
Sunday along a parade route, authorities said.

Officers responding to reports of gunfire shortly after 
3:30 p.m. along an avenue in the St. Roch 
neighborhood found eight victims with gunshot 
wounds, according to a news release from the New 
Orleans Police Department. All eight were 
hospitalized in unknown condition.About 45 minutes 
later, police received another report of gunfire on the 
same avenue, about half a mile (.8 km) to the north. 
One person died at the scene and another died at a 
hospital, the news release said. A third victim was 
driven to a hospital in a private car and is in stable 
condition, police said.The shootings occurred in the 
area where a "second line," a celebration following a 
parade, was taking place, officials said.

As China cracks down on 
bookstores at home, 
Chinese-language 
booksellers are flourishing 
overseas

Biden authorizes Ukraine to 
use US-supplied longer range 
missiles for deeper strikes 
inside Russia

Canada: India’s consulate in Vancouver hold 
consular camps without any disruption

MANAUS. President Joe Biden has authorized Ukraine 
to use U.S.-supplied missiles to strike deeper inside 
Russia, easing limitations on the longer range 
weapons as Russia deploys thousands of North 
Korean troops to reinforce its war, according to a U.S. 
official and three other people familiar with the matter.

The decision allowing Kyiv to use the Army Tactical 
Missile System, or ATACMs, for attacks farther inside 
Russia comes as President Vladimir Putin positions 
North Korean troops along Ukraine's northern border 
to try to reclaim hundreds of miles of territory seized 
by Ukrainian forces.Biden's move also follows the 
presidential election victory of Donald Trump, who 
has said he would bring about a swift end to the war 
and raised uncertainty about whether his 
administration would continue the United States' vital 
military support for Ukraine.The official and the 
others knowledgeable about the matter were not 
authorized to discuss the U.S. decision publicly and 
spoke on condition of anonymity.Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy's reaction Snday was notably 
restrained."Strikes are not made with words," he said 
during his nightly video address. "Such things are not 
announced.  The missi les  wil l  speak for  
themselves."Zelenskyy and many of his Western 
supporters have been pressing Biden for months to 
allow Ukraine to strike military targets deeper inside 
Russia with Western-supplied missiles, saying the 
U.S. ban had made it impossible for Ukraine to try to 
stop Russian attacks on its cities and electrical grids.

Zelenskyy's statement came shortly after he posted a 
message of condolence on Telegram following a 
Russian attack on a nine-story building that killed at 
least eight people in the northern city of Sumy, 40 
kilometers (24 miles) from the border with Russia.

Russia also launched a massive drone and missile attack, 
described by officials as the largest in recent months, 
targeting energy infrastructure and killing civilians. 
The attack came as fears are mounting about 
Moscow's intentions to devastate Ukraine's power 
generation capacity before the winter."And this is the 
answer to everyone who tried to achieve something 
with Putin through talks, phone calls, hugs and 
appeasement," Zelenskyy said.The comment 
appeared to be a dig at German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz, who spoke Friday with Putin in the first such 
call with a sitting head of a major Western power in 
nearly two years.
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Boeing announced in 

October that it planned to 

cut 10 per cent of  its 

workforce, about 17,000 

jobs, in the coming 

months.

economy vulnerable to global oil price period. Domestic crude oil production New Delhi  India’s net oil and gas import 
volatility, apart from having a bearing was down nearly 3 per cent at 16.7 bill for the first seven months of the 
on the country’s trade deficit, foreign million tonnes.LNG imports for April-current financial year (FY25) rose by 
exchange reserves, rupee’s exchange October in value terms rose 17.1 per nearly 15 per cent year-on-year 
rate, and inflation. The government cent year-on-year to $8.9 billion due to primarily on the back of higher import 

a 22.2 per cent increase in imported volumes of crude oil, liquefied natural 
LNG volumes to 22,085 million gas (LNG), and petroleum products 
standard cubic metres (mscm). The amid rising demand and stagnant 
growth in LNG imports was fuelled by domestic production, per latest data 
rising consumption amid flat domestic from the petroleum ministry. Lower 
natural gas production. Much of the value of the country’s petroleum 
incremental gas demand in the current product exports also contributed to the 
fiscal came from gas-based power expansion in the net oil and gas import 
plants as electricity demand surged bill.India’s net oil and gas imports in 
d u r i n g  t h e  p e a k  s u m m e r  value terms for the April-October 
months.Import dependency in the case period were at $79.3 billion, up from 
of natural gas was at 51.3 per cent for $69.2 billion a year ago, per 
April-October, up from 46.7 per cent a provisional data from the Petroleum wants to reduce India’s reliance on 

year ago. Domestic natural gas output Planning & Analysis Cell (PPAC) of the imported crude oil but sluggish 
for the period was 1.6 per cent higher at oil ministry.India is the world’s third- domestic oil output in the face of 
20,948 mscm.The government wants to largest consumer of crude oil with an incessantly growing demand for 
increase the consumption and share of import dependency level of over 85 per petroleum products has been the 
natural gas in the country’s primary cent. It is also a large consumer of biggest roadblock.India’s crude oil 
energy mix, even though it would lead natural gas and depends on imports to imports for April-October rose 3.5 per 
to higher gas imports. Natural gas is far meet over half of its demand. Oil and cent year-on-year to 140.2 million 
less polluting than conventional gas imports have the highest share in tonnes, while the oil import bill for the 
hydrocarbons like crude oil and coal, India’s overall merchandise import bill. period rose 7.6 per cent to $81.7 billion, 
and is usually cheaper than oil. It is also Petroleum product exports are among according to the PPAC data. The 
seen as a key transition fuel. To be sure India’s top merchandise exports in country’s oil import dependency for 
though, the government has also been value terms.Heavy dependence on April-October was 88.1 per cent, up 
pushing India’s oil and.imported crude oil makes the Indian from 87.6 per cent in the year-ago 

Gold prices fall further as demand 
weakens. Check latest rates

NEW DELHI.  

workers, 218 are members of SPEEA’s 
professional unit, which includes 
engineers and scientists. The rest are 
members of the technical unit, which 
includes analysts, planners, technicians 
and skilled tradespeople.Eligible 
employees will receive career transition 
services and subsidised health care 
benefits for up to three months. Workers 
will also receive severance, typically 
about one week of pay for every year of 
service.Boeing’s unionised Machinists 
began returning to work earlier this 
month following the strike.The strike 
strained Boeing’s finances. But Ortberg 
said on an October call with analysts that 
it did not cause the layoffs, which he Boeing has delivered 
d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  layoff notices to more than 400 members 
overstaffing.Boeing, based in Arlington, of its professional aerospace labour 
Virginia, has been in financial and workers will remain on the payroll financial reality”.The Society of union, part of thousands of cuts planned 

regulatory trouble since a panel blew off through mid-January. Professional Engineering Employees in as the company struggles to recover from 
the fuselage of an Alaska Airlines plane in Aerospace, or SPEEA, union said the cuts Boeing announced in October that it financial and regulatory trouble as well as 
January. Production rates slowed to a had affected 438 members. The union’s planned to cut 10 per cent of its an eight-week strike by its Machinists 
crawl, and the Federal Aviation local chapter has 17,000 Boeing workforce, about 17,000 jobs, in the union.The pink slips went out last week to 
Administration capped production of the employees who are largely based in coming months. CEO Kelly Ortberg told members of the Society of Professional 
737 MAX at 38 planes per month, a Washington, with some in Oregon, employees the company must “reset its Engineering Employees in Aerospace, or 
threshold Boeing has yet to reach.California and Utah.Of those 438 workforce levels to align with our SPEEA, The Seattle Times reported. The 

Boeing issues layoff notices to 400-
plus workers as it begins drastic cuts

Sensex, Nifty fall as market bloodbath 
continues. 4 things investors should know

NEW DELHI. 

a pressing question: Has the market S H O U L D  I N V E S T O R S  

bottomed out, or is there more pain WORRY?

ahead? For retail investors, the current 
WHY ARE MARKETS FALLING? market scenario can be unsettling, 

but experts suggest maintaining a The downturn can largely be attributed 
l o n g - t e r m  p e r s p e c t i v e .  to multiple factors, including 
Vi j ayakumar  r ecommends  sustained selling by foreign portfolio 
focusing on sectors showing investors (FPIs). November alone 
resilience, such as digital has seen FPIs withdraw Rs 29,533 
companies and high-quality crore, adding to total outflows of Rs 
banking stocks. “Large-caps like 1.25 lakh crore since Nifty’s peak in 
RIL and Eicher are holding their September.Rising US bond yields, 
ground,” he adds.Sameet Chavan weak corporate earnings, and global 
cautions against bottom-fishing in economic concerns have further 
small and mid-cap stocks, which dampened sentiment.“Relentless FII 
have faced intense selling selling, earnings downgrades, and Domestic stock markets 
pressure. Instead, he suggests the consequences of the Trump trade continued their downward slide on advises.Anand James of Geojit Financial 

gradually accumulating quality stocks in are weighing on the market,” says Dr. Monday, with benchmark indices Services is also cautious, though he notes 
well-established sectors once market struggling to find footing amidst V.K. Vijayakumar, Chief Investment the potential for a short-term recovery. 
conditions stabilise.relentless selling pressure. The Sensex Strategist at Geojit Financial Services. “Friday’s doji candlestick pattern and the 

fell over 500 points during early trading, “Sentiments have turned negative, and WHEN WILL STOCK MARKET RSI’s attempt to turn higher indicate a 
investors should exercise caution at this BLOODBATH END?hovering just above 77,000, while the possible pullback. But challenges remain, 
stage.”Nifty50 slipped below 23,400. and any recovery might face resistance at Pinpointing the exact market bottom is 

WHAT EXPERTS SAY difficult. While technical indicators hint The broader market also faced significant the 23,733–23,788 region.”Meanwhile, 
at a potential bounce, global factors like declines, extending what has now become Prashanth Tapse of Mehta Equities Sameet Chavan from Angel One points out 
rising bond yields and FII outflows the steepest correction phase in four believes the market is vulnerable to that the markets are breaking key support 
suggest the recovery may take time. years.For context, the Sensex and Nifty further downside, especially with weak levels with no significant interim 
Investors are advised to stay patient, avoid have entered a correction zone, marked by cues from Wall Street and rising bond recovery. “Despite oversold conditions 
panic selling, and focus on building a a drop of more than 10% from their recent yields. He advises selling on strength and hinting at a possible bounce, traders 
diversified portfolio with a long-term highs.The sell-off has rattled retail avoiding speculative bets, particularly in should remain cautious. The next support 
horizon.investors, many of whom are now asking small and mid-cap stocks.zone lies around 22,800–22,700,” he 

 New Delhi. marks the last opportunity for investors 
to purchase shares of MRF to be eligible for the 
interim dividend of Rs 3 per share. This comes 
ahead of the company’s ex-dividend date and the 
record date set for November 19, 2024.

The board of MRF, in its recent meeting, announced 
the interim dividend while also releasing its 
financial results for the second quarter that ended 
on September 30, 2024. According to the 
company’s filing with stock exchanges, the 
dividend will be paid to eligible shareholders on 
or before November 29, 2024.

UNDERSTANDING THE DIVIDEND 

ELIGIBILITY

Under the T+1 settlement framework, the record 
date and ex-dividend date often coincide unless 

interrupted by a market holiday. For investors to 
qualify for the dividend, they must own the stock 
before the ex-dividend date. Shares bought on or 
after the ex-dividend date will not be eligible for 
the declared dividend.

DIVIDEND YIELD

Over the past year, MRF has distributed an equity 
dividend of Rs 200 per share. At the current share 
price of Rs 1,20,551.75, the dividend yield stands 
at 0.17%, reflecting its consistent, albeit modest, 
returns for shareholders.

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE

In the second quarter of FY25, MRF recorded a 
20% decline in standalone net profit, which fell to 
Rs 455 crore compared with Rs 572 crore in the 
same period last year.However, revenue from 
operations grew by 11% year-on-year, reaching 
Rs 6760 crore in the July-September 2024 period. 
The tyre manufacturer’s earnings before interest, 
taxes, depreciation, and amortisation (EBITDA) 
stood at Rs 974 crore, down 14% from Rs 1129 
crore in the previous year.

Margins also saw a contraction, dropping to 14.4% 
from the earlier levels, reflecting challenges in 
managing costs and maintaining profitability.

MRF SHARE PERFORMANCE

On Thursday, MRF shares ended flat, closing at Rs 
1,20,662.55 on the Bombay Stock Exchange 
(BSE). The stock has seen limited movement 
recently, even as market participants track the 
dividend announcement and its financial results.

Final day to buy MRF shares 
for dividend eligibility ahead of 

ex-dividend date
New Delhi  global market movements, Gold prices in 

where gold prices have also India have continued to 
seen a decline.Globally, gold decline, falling to Rs 74,970 
prices have been affected by a per 10 grams as of 10:30 AM, 
strong US dollar and eased according to the India 
political uncertainty after the Bul l ion  and Jewel lers  
US elections. The current Association. This marks a 
price is $2,580 per ounce, drop of Rs 1,220 from last 
according to the World Gold Monday, with prices nearing 
Council. Gold, often seen as a the lows seen as of September 
hedge during times of global 20, earlier in the year. The 
c o n f l i c t  o r  e c o n o m i c  precious metal has seen a 
uncertainty, has become less decline in November as 
attractive as the dollar demand for gold weakens 

hovering around levels last seen in strengthens and equity markets perform globally.Gold prices reached an all-
September, reflecting a subdued well.The global dip aligns with the time high of Rs 81,500 per 10 grams on 
domestic demand.The futures prices for declining trend in India, with prices October 23, just before the festive 
December 5 contracts stand at Rs close to the lows recorded on 19 season. However, prices started 
74,031 per 10 grams on the Multi September.Silver prices have followed slipping after 31 October, when they 
Commodity Exchange of India (MCX). a similar trend. In India, silver is priced were recorded at Rs 78,670 per 10 
The shift in investment focus towards at Rs 89,280 per kilogram as of 6:55 grams. The drop came as demand 
equities, driven by stronger fund flows, AM. Futures for December 5 are softened after the festive period.
has reduced the demand for gold as a trading at Rs 88,505 per kilogram on the Since then, gold prices have been 
safe-haven asset. This trend mirrors MCX.

Forex kitty drops by USD 
6.477 billion to USD 675.653 
billion
NEW DELHI.India’s forex reserves dropped by USD 

6.477 billion to USD 675.653 billion for the week 
ended November 8, the RBI said on Friday.In the 
previous reporting week, the forex reserves had 
dropped by USD 2.675 billion to USD 682.13 billi 
on.The kitty, which had hit an all-time high of USD 
704.885 billion in end-September, has been declining 
for multiple weeks.For the week ended November 8, 
foreign currency assets, a major component of the 
reserves, decreased by USD 4.467 billion to USD 
585.383 billion, the data released on Friday showed.

Expressed in dollar terms, the foreign currency assets 
include the effect of appreciation or depreciation of 
non-US units like the euro, pound and yen held in the 
foreign exchange reserves.Gold reserves decreased 
by USD 1.936 billion to USD 67.814 billion during 
the week, the RBI said.The Special Drawing Rights 
(SDRs) were down by USD 60 million to USD 
18.159 billion, the apex bank said.India’s reserve 
position with the IMF was also down by USD 14 
million to USD 4.298 billion in the reporting week, 
the apex bank data showed.

NEW DELHI. After a slow start to capital expenditure 
by both states and the Centre during the ongoing 
financial year 2024-25 that has been primarily 
attributed to the general elections earlier this year, a 
pickup in the second half of the fiscal is predicated on 
an increase in government spending.This expected 
pickup comes amid concerns over a general 
moderation in domestic consumption demand and 
flagging of other growth indicators. While a belated 
government spending push would be a major 
impetus to flagging economic momentum, the 
prospect of getting government spending up to speed 
could mean a daunting 40-52 per cent increase in 
government capex during October-March, the 
second half of the financial year, to come anywhere 
close to the budget targets.Given the likely 
contraction of over 10 per cent in the capex in the first 
half of FY25, states would require an over 40 per cent 
expansion in capex during the remaining six months 
to meet their budget targets. As per rating agency 
ICRA, data for 15 major states shows that the 
combined revenue receipts, revenue expenditure and 
capex are required to expand by 30 per cent, 26 per 
cent and 40 per cent, respectively, in the second half 
(H2) of FY25, to meet the budgeted target for the 
fiscal.The flagging pace of capex has also been a 
concern for the Centre, which has already nudged 
departments and ministries to speed up the pace of 
spending in the ongoing quarter as much as possible. 
The government has nudged the ministries to 
expedite the pace of capital expenditure to avoid 
bunching up of capex in the January-March quarter, 
with the government expected to relax the cash 
management limits for the last quarter.As per the 
latest data by Controller General of Accounts, the 
Centre’s capital expenditure during September stood 
at Rs 1.14 lakh crore, down 2.4 per cent from the 
year-ago period. Cumulatively, during April-
September, the first half of the financial year, capex 
was down 15.4 per cent year-on-year to Rs 4.15 lakh 
crore. The second half of the financial year will pose 
a challenge to the Centre as capex will have to grow 
by 52 per cent to achieve the FY25 Budget target of 
Rs 11.11 lakh crore.States are facing a similar 
challenge to boost their capex. The combined capital 
spending and net lending of 15 major states declined 
by 7.5 per cent in H1 FY25 as against a 21 per cent 
year-on-year expansion pegged in the budget 

Anil Ambani’s Reliance Group sets up 
centre to push 2030 growth strategy

Foxconn tells India 
recruiters: Nix marital 
status in iPhone job ads
New Delhi   Apple supplier Foxconn has ordered the 

hiring agents that help recruit iPhone assembly 
workers in India to remove age, gender and marital 
criteria as well as the manufacturer’s name in job 
advertisements, according to three people familiar 
with the matter and almost a dozen ads reviewed by 
Reuters. The moves follow a Reuters investigation 
published June 25, which found that Foxconn 
excluded married women from jobs at its main India 
iPhone assembly plant, though it relaxed the practice 
during high-production periods.Foxconn, which 
employs thousands of women at the iPhone factory at 
Sriperumbudur, near Chennai, outsources 
recruitment of assembly-line workers to third-party 
vendors. These agents scout for and screen 
candidates, who ultimately are interviewed and 
selected by Foxconn.

For the June story, Reuters reviewed job ads posted by 
Foxconn’s Indian hiring vendors between January 
2023 and May 2024 which stated that only unmarried 
women of specified ages were eligible for 
smartphone assembly roles, contravening Apple and 
Foxconn anti-discrimination policies.Days after the 
story’s publication, Foxconn HR executives 
instructed many of the Indian vendors to standardize 
recruitment materials in accordance with templates 
provided by the company, two of the three hiring 
agency sources told Reuters. They also told the 
vendors not to speak to the media, these people said.

At a meeting in late June, Foxconn HR executives cited 
media coverage of the company’s hiring practices 
and “warned us not to use Foxconn’s name in any ads 
going forward, and told us our contracts would be 
terminated if we did,” one agent said.The instructions 
for ads were: Don’t mention the unmarried 
requirement, don’t mention age, nor male or female 
either,” said the person, who like the other sources 
spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of 
backlash from Foxconn.Foxconn did not respond to 
Reuters questions about its directives to recruiters, 
nor whether it had ended restrictions on the 
employment of married women for iPhone assembly 
roles. Apple declined to comment on similar 
questions. Both companies have previously said that 
Foxconn hires married women in India.

After slow start to capital 
expenditure in FY25 due to 
elections, Capex recovery 
likely in H2FY25, but 40-
52% push needed to meet 
targets

Stock market correction: Sensex and 
Nifty have entered a correction zone, 
marked by a drop of  more than 10% 
from their recent highs. The sell-off  
has rattled retail investors, many of  
whom are now asking a pressing 
question: Has the market bottomed 
out, or is there more pain ahead?
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New Delhi.  much to me," Sinner said after the Home favourite Jannik 
match, visibly emotional. "I'm Sinner made history on Sunday, 
very happy about that, it's very becoming the first Italian to win the 
special. I just try to understand prestigious ATP Finals title after a 
what works best for each commanding 6-4, 6-4 victory over 
opponent, try to play the best Taylor Fritz. The world number one, 
tennis possible. That was the key; I who lost in last year's final to Novak 
played a high-level tournament Djokovic, delivered an almost flawless 
from my side. At times I couldn't performance to secure the coveted 
p l a y  b e t t e r,  s o  I ' m  v e r y  trophy in front of his adoring home 

his 10th ace of the match. The happy."Sinner's 2024 season has been crowd.In a repeat of the 2024 U.S. 
American, who made history by nothing short of extraordinary, despite Open final, Sinner maintained his 
becoming the first U.S. player to reach facing an anti-doping controversy that dominance, finishing the week 
the ATP Finals since James Blake in briefly clouded his achievements. On undefeated and without dropping a set. 
2 0 0 6 ,  s t r u g g l e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  the court, however, he has been almost His stellar performance was rewarded 
consistency against the relentless unstoppable, winning 26 of his last 27 with a prize of $4,881,500, marking the 
Sinner. In the second set, Fritz faltered matches and capturing eight titles, pinnacle of a spectacular season.The 
again, hitting a forehand long to including the ATP Finals. His win in match was a showcase of Sinner's 
surrender his serve, allowing Sinner to Turin also marked his 70th victory of precision and poise. The 23-year-old 
seal the victory in just 85 minutes."It's the season, making him the first player Italian broke Fritz's serve with a 
amazing. Just an amazing week. For since Ivan Lendl in 1986 to win the ATP sublime drop shot to take a 4-3 lead in 
me, it's a first title in Italy, so it means so Finals without dropping a set.the first set, before wrapping it up with 

New Delhi. expressed disappointment Former New Zealand 
b u t  r e a f f i r m e d  t h e  fast bowler Doug Bracewell has 
organization's commitment been handed a one-month ban from 
to supporting Bracewell. cricket after testing positive for 
" D o u g  a c c e p t s  f u l l  cocaine. The 34-year-old was 
responsibility for his error of found to have used the banned 
judgment," said the NZC substance following a stellar 
chief. "We will continue to performance in a domestic T20 
provide support for him as he match for Central Districts against 
moves forward, fully aware Wellington in January 2024. 
o f  o u r  Bracewell's on-field efforts in that 
expectations."Bracewell's game earned him man-of-the-
career has been marred by match honors, as he took 2/21, 

suspension and is now eligible to return off-field incidents. He has a smashed an unbeaten 30 runs off 11 
to cricket.Sport Integrity Commission history of drink-driving convictions, balls, and made two catches to secure a 
chief executive Rebecca Rolls beginning at 18 years old in 2008, with six-wicket win for his team.The Sport 
emphasized the need for athletes to act subsequent offenses in 2010 and 2017. Integrity Commission (Te Kahu 
as role models. "Athletes have a The most publicized incident involved Raunui) confirmed that Bracewell's 
responsibility to set a positive example, Bracewell driving under the influence cocaine  use  occurred outs ide  
especially for the tamariki and after learning that dogs had killed his competition and was unrelated to his 
rangatahi who look up to them," she pet cockatoo, an episode that led to p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t h e  m a t c h .  
said. "Recreational drugs, including significant public and legal scrutiny. Consequently, he was initially handed a 
cocaine, are illegal and dangerous. Despite these setbacks, Bracewell has three-month ban, which was reduced to 
Their use is a serious issue, and we are had a noteworthy cricketing career, one  month  af ter  successful ly  
committed to addressing it with sports representing New Zealand in 28 Tests, completing a treatment program. The 
organizations and athletes."New 21 ODIs, and 20 T20Is since his sanction, backdated to April 2024, 
Zealand Cricket (NZC) chief executive international debut in 2011.means Bracewell has already served his 

Doug Bracewell tests positive for cocaine, 
handed one-month ban from cricket

New Delhi.  Former Australian opener David 
Warner has issued a warning to the Pat 
Cummins-led side ahead of the Perth Test, 
saying that Virat Kohli always steps up in the 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy Down Under. In a 
column for the Herald Sun, Warner 
highlighted the threat posed by Virat Kohli, 
despite the Indian batter's current slump in 
form."This is the Border-Gavaskar Trophy, 
and we know Virat always steps up in 
Australia," Warner wrote. "He embraces the 
challenge like almost no one else who has 
ever visited our shores. There's no better way 
for him to silence the critics than by scoring 
big runs here. I'm genuinely worried for the 
Australian cricket team that he's going to 
come out and pile on some runs."Kohli's 

r e c e n t  n u m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  
uncharacteristically poor. Across 19 Tests in 
2023, he has scored just 488 runs at an 
average of 20.33. With only two half-
centuries in 25 innings and the highest score 
of 76, the year has been a far cry from his 
peak years when he dominated international 
cricket.Despite his struggles, Kohli's history 
in Australia has been remarkable. In Test 
matches on Australian soil, he has scored 
1,352 runs in 13 games at an average of 
54.08, including six centuries. Known for 
thriving in challenging conditions, Kohli has 
often risen to the occasion against Australia, 
earning their respect and caution.

For Kohli, this series is about more than runs; it 
is about reaffirming his place as one of the 
greatest Test batters of all time. Between 
2016 and 2019, Kohli was in a league of his 
own, amassing 4,208 runs at an average of 
66.79 in 43 Tests. His tally included 16 
centuries, seven of which were double 
hundreds, setting a record for the most 
double centuries by a Test captain.However, 
since 2020, his form has dipped. In 34 Tests, 
Kohli has scored 1,838 runs at an average of 
31.68, with only two centuries to his name. 
This series presents an opportunity for him to 
turn things around on a stage where he has 
historically excelled.Warner's warning 
comes as Australia prepares for a gruelling 
series against a team led by Rohit Sharma but 
bolstered by Kohli's presence. 

New Delhi.   with him for basically my whole career, so but it's a hard craft to be able to do that in Australian veteran Nathan Lyon 
I've learned a lot from Ash. He's an incredibly Australia. Your margin for error is says he has learned a lot from 'smart' Indian 
smart bowler, and he's able to learn and adapt extremely small."As the series approaches, spinner Ravichandran Ashwin ahead of the 
very quickly, and I think the best bowlers in Lyon also acknowledged the challenge of first Test of the five-match series in the 
the world are able to do that."Lyon's praise facing a world-class Indian side. Despite Border-Gavaskar Trophy. Their rivalry, 
for Ashwin comes as no surprise, given the Australia's recent victory over India in the which began in the 2011/12 series, has 
significant influence Ashwin has had on his World Test Championship final, Lyon evolved into one of the most fascinating 
own career. The 36-year-old Australian emphasized that India has had the upper contests in modern Test cricket, with both 
acknowledged Ashwin as one of his most hand in recent Border-Gavaskar series, spinners achieving significant milestones in 

Australian pitches, while Ashwin has honed influential mentors, particularly during his with the Australians unable to claim a Test their careers.Lyon, who will face Ashwin 
his ability to bowl relentlessly with subtle preparations for tours to India. Lyon has series win in India in nearly a decade."India's once again this summer, reflected on their 
variations, including his famous carrom ball. often studied footage of Ashwin's got the wood over us in the past few series, shared journey, noting that both bowlers 
The contrasting styles of the two spinners performances on the subcontinent's spin- but if you're looking at the World Test made their Test debuts in the same year and 
make their head-to-head battles even more friendly pitches to understand his strategies Championship (final) in England, we were reached the milestone of 500 Test wickets last 
intriguing for fans.Reflecting on his success and improve his own game. able to beat them there, and I know that season. However, it is Ashwin's dominance 
on pitches that are less conducive to spin, should give us a bit of confidence heading "He's taught me a lot," Lyon admitted. "I'm a over Lyon in the 2020/21 Border-Gavaskar 
Lyon jokingly referenced Indian star into this summer," Lyon said.The Australian big believer that the players you compete Trophy that stands out. Ashwin outperformed 
Ravindra Jadeja's close watch on media spinner is determined to turn the tide this against are your best coaches. I've watched a the Australian spinners during that series, 
reports, adding, "I know Jadeja reads all of summer, recognizing that while India lot of his footage heading over to India, the with Lyon only claiming nine wickets at an 
this stuff, so I can't really share all my remains a formidable opponent, his team has way he goes about it here in Australia, and average of 55.11, while Ashwin was a key 
secrets."However, Lyon did offer insight into the potential to achieve something special. "I see if I can pick up anything."Both bowlers figure in India's memorable series 
his own approach: "My big thing is spinning feel like we're on the journey to becoming a have excelled in their respective crafts, with victory."Ash is an incredible bowler," Lyon 
up the back of the ball and getting bounce, great team.Lyon generating overspin and bounce on told Fox Cricket. "I've gone head-to-head 

New Delhi. 

hosts ran riot after the break, with five 
different scorers making a dominant display 
in Lee Carsley's final match as interim 
manager.

Harry Kane opened the floodgates with a 
penalty following Liam Scales' second 
yellow card. Goals from Anthony Gordon, 
Conor Gallagher, Jarrod Bowen, and Taylor 
Harwood-Bellis - the latter two scoring their 
first international goals - underlined 
England's superiority.

NORWAY CRUSH KAZAKHSTAN

Erling Haaland stole the show in Oslo, netting 
a hat-trick to propel Norway to a 5-0 victory 
over Kazakhstan and secure promotion to 
League A. The striker, now leading the 
Nations League scoring charts, was ably 
supported by Alexander S¸rloth and Antonio France claimed a dramatic 3-1 
Nusa, whose curling strike capped off a pinpoint corner in just the second minute. of Italy on goal difference. Both teams had victory over Italy in Milan to secure top spot 
resounding win.France doubled their lead when Digne's already secured quarter-final spots, but the in UEFA Nations League Group A2, as 

ISREAL BEAT BELGIUMstunning free-kick ricocheted off the victory ensures France avoid heavyweights Adrien Rabiot's double and a Lucas Digne-
crossbar and deflected into the net off Italy like Spain, Germany, and Portugal in the In a dramatic turn of events in Budapest, inspired masterclass propelled Les Bleus to 
goalkeeper Guglielmo Vicario. next stage. France coach Didier Deschamps debutant Yarden Shua struck late to secure glory. Elsewhere, England and Norway 

praised his squad, saying: "Winning here Israel's first group win with a 1-0 upset over celebrated promotion to League A with Italy responded swiftly, with Andrea 
against an Italian team full of confidence is a Belgium. Despite the victory, Israel was emphatic performances against the Republic Cambiaso volleying in Federico Dimarco's 
great performance. It shows the depth and relegated due to an inferior head-to-head of Ireland and Kazakhstan, respectively. cutback to keep the hosts in contention 
spirit of this group." record, while Belgium survived by the before halftime. However, France sealed the FRANCE OUTCLASS ITALY

narrowest of margins. The result adds result in the 65th minute as Digne set up ENGLAND SEAL PROMOTIONFrance needed a two-goal win to overtake 
pressure on Belgium coach Domenico Rabiot again, this time with a pinpoint cross, England stormed back into League A with a 5-Italy, and they delivered in style at San Siro. 
Tedesco, whose side managed just four to restore their two-goal cushion.The win 0 demolition of the Republic of Ireland at Adrien Rabiot opened the scoring with a 
points in a disappointing campaign.pushed France to 13 points, finishing ahead Wembley. Despite a goalless first half, the powerful header from Lucas Digne's 

R Ashwin has taught me a lot: Nathan 
Lyon praises 'incredible' India spinner

Nations League: France grab top spot after 
Italy win, England earn promotion

Jannik Sinner caps golden year by 
beating Taylor Fritz to ATP Finals glory

New Delhi. The 2017 Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy series was filled with drama, but 
one of the most talked-about moments 
came during the third Test in Ranchi. 
Indian captain Virat Kohli had injured 
his shoulder while fielding during the 
Test match, forcing him to stay off the 
field for a while. This injury became the 
target of Australian all-rounder Glenn 
Maxwell, who mocked Kohli in an on-
f i e l d  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  g r a b b e d  
headlines.The incident happened in the 
first innings, Kohli injured his shoulder 
while diving to save a boundary. The 
injury was serious enough to keep him 
off the field for a significant part of the 
match. As India batted after Australia’s 
first-innings total of 451, Maxwell, 
fresh off scoring his maiden Test 
hundred, made a spectacular dive near 
the boundary to save runs. Immediately 
after, Maxwell theatrically clutched his 
shoulder, mimicking Kohli’s injury. The 
gesture was clearly aimed at mocking 
the Indian skipper, and it didn’t go 
unnoticed. The act was caught on 
camera and quickly went viral, which 
added more fuel to the already intense 
rivalry.

When Kohli hit back at Maxwell
Kohli, known for his fiery demeanour, did 

not immediately react but bided his 
time. In Australia’s second innings, 
when Ravindra Jadeja bowled David 
Warner for just 14 runs, Kohli seized the 
opportunity.  He celebrated by 
aggressively patting his own shoulder, 
mimicking Maxwell’s earlier gesture. 
The crowd erupted, and it was evident 
that Kohli had delivered a pointed 
response.BGT recap: Recalling Steve 
Smith's brainfadeIn the post-match 
presentation after the final Test, Kohli 
didn’t hold back. He made it clear that 
his camaraderie with the Australian 
players was over, saying, "I've been 
proven wrong. The friendship with the 
Australian team is no longer there." This 
was a direct response to the series' 
sledging and on-field antics, including 
Maxwell’s mocking act.Another intense 
chapter to rivalryThe shoulder saga 
became a symbol of the mind games and 
sledging that defined the series. While 
the Australians downplayed Maxwell’s 
actions as light-hearted.

Former England cricketer Michael Vaughan 
is shocked at India's reluctance to play 
intra-squad matches ahead of the opening 
Test match vs Australia. India opted out of a 
match vs India A ahead of the Perth Test. 
Captain Rohit Sharma revealed that the 
players would be able to train for more 
hours if they do match simulations instead 
of an intra-squad game.However, the 
reason did not impress Michael Vaughan. 
Speaking on Fox Cricket ahead of the 
opening Test match in Perth, Vaughan has 
questioned India's readiness. Vaughan has 
pointed at the fact that India might be 
undercooked mentally ahead of their first 
game against Pat Cummins' side.“I can’t 
get my head around a team like India only 
wanting to play an intra-squad game 
leading into a series against Australia in 
their own backyard,” Vaughan told Fox 
Cricket.

BGT: Updates from India match simulations
“I just can’t see how you get yourself in that 

competitive mindset of consequence by 
playing an intra-squad game. Time will tell. 

I’m surprised that this Indian side didn’t 
want at least one game of cricket, and the 
WACA’s the perfect venue because it’s a 
similar pitch to Optus (Stadium), so you get 
used to the bounce,” he further added.India 
have a selection headache with Rohit 
Sharma and Shubman Gill unavailable for 
the opening Test match at Perth, which 
starts on 22 November. While Sharma is 
currently on paternity leave, Shubman has a 
fractured thumb.he team will hope that the 
youngsters step up to the occasion like they 
did last time on the tour of Australia. India 
might call upon the likes of Abhimanyu 
Easwaran and Nitish Kumar Reddy, and 
hand them debuts in Perth.The first Test 
match between India and Australia begins 
on 22 November. The match will be played 
at the Optus Stadium and will kick off at 
7:50 AM IST.

Virat Kohli always steps up in 
Australia: David Warner warns 

hosts ahead of 1st Test

Vaughan shocked over India's 
reluctance to play intra-squad 

game before Perth Test

�UEFA Nations League: Adrien 

Rabiot scored a brace to help 

France beat Italy 3-1 and finish 

top of  their group above Italy, 

while England defeated the 

Republic of  Ireland 5-0 to secure 

their return to League A.

BGT Recap: When Maxwell 
mocked Kohli's shoulder injury 

only to receive fiery sendoff
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