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Congress most corrupt party, MVA only
knows how to stall development: PM Modi

Simmi Kaur Babbar
Thane, Oct 5: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on

Saturday called the Congress the country’s
most corrupt party and asked people of poll-
bound Maharashtra to stay miles away from
the opposition alliance it leads. Addressing a
massive gathering in Thane, where he inaugu-
rated and laid the foundation stones of several
projects worth more than Rs 32,000 crore, the
PM said the NDA’s only focus was develop-
ment, while the Congress-led Maha Vikas
Aghadi only knows to stall such works. “We
have to make Mumbai and its metropolitan
region (MMR) future ready to achieve the
goal of Viksit Bharat (developed India). For
this, we have to work doubly hard. We have to
focus on development and rectify the damage
done by previous Congress regimes,” he said.
Under the present governments at the Centre
and in the state, development of MMR was
moving at superfast speed, the PM asserted.
“The Congress is the most dishonest and corrupt
party in the country. Its character never changes. One
CM is involved in a land scam, one minister from that
party is abusing women and a Haryana leader is
caught with drugs. The party promises huge things to

win polls and then loots people after coming to power,”
Modi said. Citing the toilet tax imposed in Himachal
Pradesh, Modi said the Congress is identified with

“loot, jhoot, and kushasan” (corruption, lies and mis-
governance). He said people of Thane and Mumbai
were suffering from problems of population and traffic
under Congress regimes, and there was a time when
Mumbai’s development had come to a halt. “Under
our government, 300 kilometres of metro rail network,

coastal road, Atal Setu have become reality, which will
boost industrial development and generate employ-
ment. The Maha Vikas Aghadi only knew to stall

work. The Mumbai Metro 3 line work was
stopped due to ego and taxpayers’ money was
wasted as the cost of the project escalated by Rs
14,000 crore,” he said. Modi said the metro line
3, the first phase of which he inaugurated at the
event, is happening because of the cooperation
of the Japanese government. It is a symbol of
India-Japan friendship, he added. The MVA,
which comprises the Congress, Shiv Sena
(UBT) and NCP (SP), also put hurdles in the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train and Atal Setu
projects and stopped water supply and irrigation
schemes in the state, he said. “The MVA is the
enemy of development and people must keep
the opposition alliance miles away (from
power). In Maharashtra, the Congress is show-
ing its true colours. It is opposing the state gov-
ernment’s Ladki Bahin Yojana in which women

get monthly aid of Rs 1500 as well as distribution of
three free LPG cylinders per year,” the PM said.
Women should be alert about the intentions of the
Congress, which will stop work done by the Eknath
Shinde government and give money to “dalals” (mid-
dlemen), the PM said. 

'Just timepass': Omar on exit poll predictions;
BJP remains hopeful of win

Naresh Malhotra
Jammu/Srinagar, Oct 5: Most of the exit

polls predicted that the Congress-NC alliance
has an advantage in the assembly elec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir but the BJP
remained hopeful of forming the govern-
ment in the Union territory. National
Conference vice-president Omar
Abdullah, however, described the exit
polls as “just timepass” even though the
results are in favour of his party. “I’m
amazed channels are bothering with exit
polls especially after the fiasco of the
recent general elections. I’m ignoring all
the noise on channels, social media,
WhatsApp etc. because the only numbers
that matter will be revealed on the 8th of
Oct. The rest is just time pass,” Abdullah,
a former chief minister, wrote on X.
Several exit polls gave an edge to the NC-
Congress alliance and predicted that the region-
al party could emerge as the single-largest party
in J&K. Reacting to the exit poll predictions,
J&K BJP president Ravinder Raina said his
party contested the assembly polls with all its
strength. “We are confident that BJP will

emerge as the single largest party when the
results are out on October 8,” he said. Raina
said the BJP leadership that included Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, Home Minister Amit
Shah and party president J P Nadda cam-
paigned for the party and got tremendous sup-
port from the people. “BJP will emerge victori-
ous on October 8 and will start working on the
formation of the government. We fought the
elections on our own strength. Our target is to
win the elections with the blessings of the peo-

ple and we will achieve splendid victory,” he
said. J&K Congress president Tair Hameed
Karra said the Congress-NC alliance is in a com-

fortable position to form the next government
in the Union territory. “This election was pri-
marily to keep the BJP out of the power corri-
dors, restoration of statehood along with land
and job guarantees. I am seeing the
(Congress-NC) alliance in a comfortable posi-
tion to form the government,” Karra said. He
said the mandate of the people is formation of
the government against “divisive forces and
hatemongers”. “People voted for redressal of
their genuine grievances as they suffered a lot
over the past 10 years with the top echelons of
power both in the Raj Bhavan and Civil
Secretariat working like kings. The BJP needs
to explain to the people what they have done
in the past 10 years,” Karra said. He said the

BJP has no moral right to accuse the NC and
Congress of reviving terrorism and said,
“Everyone knows that terrorism shifted from
Kashmir to the peaceful Jammu region. Only
the goal post has changed in the past 10 years.”
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) said the exit
polls were not reliable and it was too premature
to talk about government formation. 

SC dismisses petition seeking review of its verdict
declaring electoral bond scheme unconstitutional

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Oct 5: The Supreme

Court has dismissed a petition seeking
review of its verdict declaring
unconstitutional the electoral
bonds scheme that allowed
individuals and companies to
make unlimited anonymous
donations to political parties.
“Having perused the review
petitions, there is no error
apparent on the face of the
record. No case for review
under Order XLVII Rule 1 of
the Supreme Court Rules
2013. The review petitions are,
therefore, dismissed,” a five-
judge Bench led by CJI DY
Chandrachud said in its September 25
order made public on Saturday. Advocate
Mathews Nedumpara and another had
sought review of the February 15 verdict
delivered in the run up to the 2024 Lok
Sabha election that had also directed the
SBI to furnish details of electoral bonds

to the Election Commission for making
the same public. Noting that voters have
right to know, a five-judge Constitution

Bench led by CJI DY Chandrachud had
said the Electoral Bonds Scheme violat-
ed Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution
which guaranteed right to freedom of
speech and expression and included
right to information within its ambit. “We
are of the opinion that the information
about funding to a political party is

essential for a voter to exercise their
freedom to vote in an effective manner.
The Electoral Bond Scheme and the

impugned provisions to the
extent that they infringe upon
the right to information of the
voter by anonymizing contribu-
tions through electoral bonds
are violative of Article 19(1)(a)
(right to freedom of speech and
expression,” the Bench said.
The Beach—which also includ-
ed Justices Sanjiv Khanna, BR
Gavai, JB Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra – had said the disclosure
of information regarding elec-
toral bonds was necessary to
identify corruption and quid pro

quo transactions in governance. “Such
information is also necessary for exercis-
ing an informed vote,” it added.
Maintaining that “the integrity of the
electoral process is a necessary con-
comitant to the maintenance of the dem-
ocratic form of government,” the Bench
said,

Going to Pakistan for SCO meet, not to discuss bilateral ties: Jaishankar
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Oct 5: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on Saturday appeared
to rule out any bilateral talks with his
Pakistani counterpart Muhammad Ishaq
Dar during his visit to Islamabad this month
to attend a summit of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO). India on
Friday announced that Jaishankar will lead
the Indian delegation at the SCO Heads of
Government Summit in Islamabad.“I expect
there would be a lot of media interest
because of the very nature of the relation-
ship,” he said at an interactive session. “I do
want to say it will be for a multilateral event.
I am not going there to discuss India-
Pakistan relations. I am going there to be a
good member of the SCO,” he said.
Jaishankar’s remarks came following a ques-
tion on whether he will hold bilateral talks
with his Pakistani counterpart in Islamabad.
In the address at the event, the external
affairs minister said like with any neighbour,
India would certainly like to have good rela-

tions with Pakistan, but that cannot happen
by overlooking cross-border terrorism. It
will be for the first time in near-
ly nine years India’s external
affairs minister will travel to
Pakistan even as the ties
between the two neighbours
remained frosty over the
Kashmir issue and cross-border
terrorism emanating from
Pakistan. Pakistan is hosting
the SCO Council of Heads of
Government (CHG) meeting on
October 15 and 16. The last
Indian external affairs minister
to visit Pakistan was Sushma
Swaraj. She had travelled to
Islamabad in December 2015 to
attend a conference on
Afghanistan. “I am scheduled to Pakistan in
the middle of this month for a meeting of the
SCO heads of government. Normally the
prime minister goes to the high level meet-
ing of the heads of state and one of the min-
isters goes to the heads of the government

meeting,” Jaishankar said. Jaishankar’s visit
to Pakistan assumes significance as it is seen

as a major decision on New Delhi’s part. In
his address at the Sardar Patel Memorial lec-
ture on governance, Jaishankar said “like
with any neighbour, India would certainly
like to have good relations with Pakistan.”
“But that cannot happen by overlooking

cross-border terrorism and indulging in
wishful thinking. As the Sardar demonstrat-

ed, realism must be the foundation for
policy,” he said. The decision to send
the senior minister is seen as a display
of India’s commitment to the SCO. The
ties between India and Pakistan came
under severe strain after India’s war-
planes pounded a Jaish-e-Mohammed
terrorist training camp in Balakot in
Pakistan in February 2019 in response
to the Pulwama terror attack. The rela-
tions further deteriorated after India
on August 5, 2019 announced the with-
drawal of special powers of Jammu and
Kashmir and the bifurcation of the
state into two union territories.
Pakistan downgraded diplomatic ties
with India after New Delhi abrogated

Article 370. India has been maintaining that
it desires normal neighbourly relations with
Pakistan while insisting that the onus is on
Islamabad to create an environment free of
terror and hostility for such engagement.
Pakistan’s then foreign minister Bilawal

Bhutto Zardari visited India in May 2023 to
attend an in-person meeting of the foreign
ministers of SCO nations in Goa. It was the
first visit of a Pakistani foreign minister to
India in almost 12 years. “Today, we may be
tempted to speculate what Sardar Patel’s
approach would have been on the Pakistan-
related issues that came up in the decade
after his passing away,” he said. “For exam-
ple, would he have extended his support to
the Indus Waters Treaty of 1960? Or dis-
missed it like the then Prime Minister, as an
issue just about a ‘pailful of water’ that was
negligible in the context of larger interna-
tional politics?” “There was an equally seri-
ous mis-judgement of Pakistan by India.
Within our system, Patel was the most force-
ful advocate of using all avenues of pressure
on that country after the invasion of Jammu
and Kashmir,” Jaishankar said. “His reluc-
tance to take the matter to the UN itself
stemmed from the belief that Pakistan was
better directly dealt with, rather than in a
framework that Pakistan could manipulate,”
he said.

NIA targets Jaish-e-Mohammad, arrests 1
and questions multiple suspects

ST Correspondent
New Delhi, Oct 5: In a massive pan-India crackdown

against terrorists’ outfit Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), the
National Investigation Agency (NIA) on Saturday conducted
searches at 26 locations in five states and arrested one person
and questioned several suspects involved in motivating youth
into committing violent terror attacks across the country,
according to an official statement. Sheikh Sultan Salah Uddin
Ayubi alias Ayubi was taken into custody after searches at 26
locations in Assam, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi and
Jammu and Kashmir, it said. The accused was arrested on
account of his incriminatory role in the conspiracy case, said
the statement issued by NIA. He will be produced before the
NIA special court, Patiala House, New Delhi, it added. The
suspects were engaged in radicalising individuals associated
with Pakistan-based JeM and were engaged in disseminating
terrorist related propaganda, and “radicalising and recruiting
youth into the Jamaat outfit” inspired by it, it said. These sus-
pects were involved in motivating the youth into committing
violent terror attacks across India, NIA investigations have
revealed, according to the statement. The premises searched
by NIA were located in Goalpara (Assam), Aurangabad, Jalna
and Malegaon in Maharashtra, Meerut and Saharanpur in
Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, and Baramulla, Pulwama and Ramban
in Jammu and Kashmir. During the searches, NIA teams
seized several incriminating documents, electronic devices,
pamphlets and magazines. 

Haryana exit polls: Congress
projected to make comeback

with 50-plus seats
New Delhi, Oct 5: Several exit polls pre-

dicted a clear majority for the Congress in the
Haryana Assembly elections, with projection
of 55-plus seats for the grand old party in the
90-member Assembly. This will pave a come-
back for the Congress in the state after a
decade. ‘Dainik Bhaskar’ predicted the
Congress getting 44-54 seats and the BJP 15-
29 seats in the 90-member Haryana Assembly.
The Republic-Matrize poll put the Congress
tally even higher at 55-62 seats as against the
BJP’s 18-24. The Red Mike-Datansh exit poll
gave the Congress 50-55 seats in Haryana and
the BJP at 20-25, while Dhruv Research
pegged the Congress at 50-64 and the BJP 22-
32. Peoples’ Pulse exit poll gave the Congress
49-60 seats and the BJP 20-32 seats in
Haryana. Most exit polls pegged INLD tally
higher than that of the JJP, while others were
seen getting up to 10 seats. The exit polls will
likely give indications of the Assembly polls
outcomes in the Jat heartland. The Election
Commission had deferred the Haryana
Assembly poll date from October 1 to October
5. The decision was taken following represen-
tations by political parties seeking deferment
in view of a centuries-old festival of the
Bishnoi community. 

Sanjay Kumar
Dantewada, Oct 5: About 1,500

security personnel covered this
arduous route as part of their 48-
hour operation in the forest along

Narayanpur and Dantewada dis-
tricts border to inflict a crushing
blow to Maoists, said officials on
Saturday. This was the highest num-
ber of fatalities suffered by Maoists
in a single operation since the
state's creation 24 years ago and the
offensive comes more than five
months after 29 Naxalites, including
higher-ranking cadres, were neu-
tralised in an encounter with securi-
ty personnel in Kanker district.
Nearly 1,500 jawans of District

Reserve Guard (DRG) from
Dantewada and Narayanpur and
Special Task Force were involved in
the offensive, Dantewada Additional
Superintendent of Police RK

Barman told PTI. The crack-
down was launched based on
inputs about the presence of
Maoists belonging to their
company No. 6 and east
Bastar division on the hills of
Gavadi, Thulthuli, Nendur and
Rengawaya villages, he said.
The operation, launched on
October 3 and that lasted for
two days, turned out to be the
biggest ever successful count-

er-insurgency operation in the state,
he said. The gunfight broke out
between security forces and
Naxalites at around 1 pm on Friday
and ended late in the evening in a
forest between Nendur and
Thulthuli villages, he said. While
bodies of 28 Naxalites were recov-
ered from the encounter site on
Friday, three more bodies were
found on Saturday, he said, adding
that the slain Naxalites were in “uni-
form”.

1,500 personnel behind 48-hour
operation against Naxalites

Shimla, Oct 5: The Municipal
Commissioner’s Court here on Saturday direct-
ed the president of Muslim Welfare Committee
and Himachal Pradesh Waqf Board to demolish
the top three unauthorised floors of the mosque
located at Sanjauli area in the state’s capital with-
in two months. During the hearing of the case,
the Commissioner asked the Muslim Welfare
Committee and Waqf Board to bear all the
expenses of the demolition. The decision
regarding the remaining two floors of the
mosque will be taken on December 21. Bhoop
Singh Thakur, the advocate who is representing
the Himachal Pradesh Waqf Board in the case,
told mediapersons that the court has passed
orders to demolish the top three floors of the
mosque. “We had already offered to demolish
the unauthorised floors of the mosque on
September 12 and we have no objection with the
order. We are ready to demolish the unautho-
rised floors,” said Muhammad Latif, president,
Sanjauli Mosque Committee, after the hearing
of the case. Advocate Jagat Paul, who is repre-
senting the locals, said that the Commissioner --
during the hearing -- said that as per the memo-
randum submitted by the president of Muslim
Welfare Committee, they had offered to demol-

ish two-and-a-half floors of the mosque, after
which the court ordered the demolition of three
unauthorised floors. Earlier, the Commissioner
also dismissed the application of the local resi-
dents of Sanjauli, who wanted to be the third
party in the case, after a detailed argument. The
case that is being heard in the Commissioner’s
Court since 2010 came into focus when Hindu
outfits started to raise the demand of its demoli-
tion after a fight between a local and people of a
minority community in Malyana. Hindu outfits
have staged massive protests in Sanjauli and
across the state through which they demanded
that all the illegal mosques within the state
should be razed and proper verification of
unidentified migrants should be ensured. The
Devbhoomi Sangharsh Samiti that has been
vocal against unauthorised mosques in Sanjauli
has welcomed the court’s decision. However,
the committee has made it clear that their move-
ment against the illegal mosque would continue
till the structure is not demolished completely.
Bharat Bhushan, convener, Devbhoomi
Sangharsh Samiti, in a press statement issued
here today alleged that the entire mosque is ille-
gal as it has been constructed on government-
owned land.

Demolish top 3 floors of Sanjauli
mosque: Commissioner’s Court
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Noida. Foundation stone for a will have a production capacity of 10,000 people.The Von Wellx 
footwear manufacturing plant of a over four million pairs annually. Germany Group has partnered with 
German shoe brand, Von Wellx "These products will be exported to Casa Everz Germany and the Delhi-
Germany, was laid in Sector 29 under more than 80 countries and sold in the based Iatric Group to establish the 
YEIDA on Friday. The plant, being Indian market," he said.Jain also factory. The plant will produce a wide 
constructed on 2.5 acres of land, will announced the group's plans to set up range of footwear, including sports 
be established at a cost of Rs 300 a large footwear ancillary industry shoes, across men's, women's, and 
crore.YEIDA CEO Arun Vir Singh within the YEIDA region. This kids' categories. The company will 
and Jewar MLA Dhirendra Singh laid facility will produce components also produce footwear for specific 
the foundation stone at a ceremony s u c h  a s  o u t s o l e s ,  i n s o l e s ,  needs, including diabetic footwear 
attended by company partners from interlinings, and other non-leather and orthopaedic footwear.All 
countries including the US, raw materials. "This will improve the products will be manufactured using 
Germany, Dubai, the Middle East, availability of quality raw materials, patented technologies and eco-
Africa, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, reduce imports, and boost exports," friendly methods, incorporating 
Indonesia, China, and Japan. Jain said, adding that the combined w a s t e  a n d  n o n - l e a t h e r  

operations are expected to generate materials.Manfred Everz, CEO of According to Ashish Jain, CEO of Von 
direct and indirect employment for Casa Everz Germany, said .Wellx Germany, India, the factory 

Plea against S+4 floor policy 
again: HC seeks govt’s reply

German shoe brand lays 
foundation for Rs300-cr factory

other road, NH9, is not feasible for Ghaziabad: GDA has started a survey of a 
school  buses  because  of  the  3km road linking Crossings Republik and 
distance."Every day during peak hours, NH-9 after traffic cops identified eight 
the road from Shahberi drain to NH9 chokepoints in the township.
remains chock-a-block. The problem is The recent survey by the traffic department 
as old as the township itself; it has only has identified a total of 59 traffic 
become more acute in the last few chokepoints across the 16 police stations 
years," said Prabhar Mishra, a resident of the district, of which eight — Buddha 
of CR township.While commuters Vihar, Crossings Republik main gate, 
mostly take a road through Richpal Sain Vihar, Dundahera, ABES College 
Garhi village, heavy vehicles cannot service lane, ABES Institute of 
use it as the stretch is not just narrow, Technology campus 2 and Sahberi — are 
but a part of it is unpaved and remains concentrated in the area around Crossings 
inundated during monsoon. If Republik.Developed in 2007 under the 
developed, the road can provide direct UP government's integrated township 
connectivity to Noida and spare policy, the width of a stretch between 
residents from using the busy NH9 or NH-9 and Shahberi drain near Crossings 
congested Shahberi Road.In April, was supposed to be 45m as per the layout, consortium of builders under Crossings will be in a position to know how much 

NHAI merged the plinth and removed but currently, it is only 12m wide. Infrastructure Private Limited (CIPL) land will have to be acquired and at what 
barricades to link Shaberi road with NH9 Officials said this was one of the key will have to acquire land," a GDA official cost," he said.Currently, people access 
near ABES cut, providing residents of reasons why the area turned into a said.Sumit Agarwal of CIPL told TOI the Crossings Republik through two roads — 
Crossings Republik direct access to the bottleneck daily. consortium of developers had acquired Shahberi Road and NH9. According to 
speedway and Delhi Meerut Expressway. "To widen the stretch, the area in and land for roads in 2007. "CIPL submitted residents, the Shahberi Road is too 
Another loop, allowing vehicles from around this stretch needs to be acquired the land cost to farmers through GDA in narrow and,  because of traffic 
NH9 to take a right turn towards the from farmers. GDA has initiated talks 2009-10 but did not get the physical congestion, high-mast barriers are 
township on the Shaberi road, was also with farmers and initiated a survey to possession of the parcel. We are waiting erected during peak hours, which in turn 
opened.widen the road. After the survey, a for the fresh survey reports. Only then we restrict the entry of school buses. The 

Road linking Crossings & NH-9 too 
narrow, traffic comes to a crawl here

Gurgaon's infrastructure is already Gurgaon. Two weeks after the Haryana 
overwhelmed, with frequent issues govt revoked its decision to pause 
like overflowing sewage, inadequate implementation of the S+4 floor 
waste disposal, poor drainage and policy, Punjab and Haryana high court 
deteriorating roads.The city's has issued a notice to it besides the 
electricity and water supply systems department of town and country 
are strained and the situation will planning (DTCP) and the Haryana 
worsen if more multi-floor buildings Shehri Vikas Pradhikaran, demanding 
are constructed without infrastructure responses on the issue following a 
upgrades, it says.The petitioner petition which has challenged the 
c la ims that  such unchecked revocation.The Public Interest 
construction will eventually turn L i t i g a t i o n  ( P I L )  p e t i t i o n  —  

has been scheduled for Oct 23.In his Gurgaon into an "urban slum," challenging the construction of four-
petition, Singh has highlighted that the affecting the quality of life for all floor buildings with stilt parking in 
Haryana govt had initially set up an residents.In addition to the PIL, the Gurgaon — has been submitted by a 
expert committee to review the Gurugram Citizens' Council and resident of Sushant Lok.Petitioner 
feasibility of four-floor buildings in another petition have also raised Sunil Kumar Singh argues that the state 
such cities as Gurgaon, which are concerns about the four-floor govt's decision to permit these 
a l ready  fac ing  in f ras t ruc tu re  policy.These cases are expected to be constructions, despite a lack of 
challenges.The committee had heard alongside Singh's petition.The adequate infrastructure, is detrimental 
recommended that before allowing petitioner's legal counsel has urged the to the city's overall well-being.The PIL 
additional floor constructions, an audit court to impose an immediate stay on was heard on Thursday by a bench led 
of the city's infrastructure, including the state's July 2 notification, which by Chief Justice Sheel Nagu, with 
drainage, waste management, roads reopened the portal for approving four-senior advocate Meet Malhotra 
and public utilities, should be floor buildings.According to the representing the petitioner.The ench as 
c o n d u c t e d . D e s p i t e  t h e s e  petition, DTCP has already begun also agreed to hear a stay application 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  t h e  s t a t e  approving new construction plans, filed as part of the petition, requesting 
reintroduced the four-floor policy on ignoring the infrastructure concerns an immediate halt to further four-floor 
July 2, 2024 without addressing these raised by both residents and the expert construction approvals.The hearing for 
concerns.The petition argues that committee.both the PIL and the stay application 

Pick-&-drop services to wheelchairs: 
RWAs step in to boost voter turnout

here," said Hari Bhagwan, have arranged for wheelchairs Gurgaon. As the city gets ready to vote on 
president of Oyster Grande and volunteers to assist Saturday, numerous resident welfare 
Condominium Association.To voters. We are also offering associations (RWAs) in high-rise 
further encourage participation, pick-and-drop services for the societies have stepped up to ensure a 
voter slips were distributed well in residents who have been smooth and inclusive experience for the 
advance and messages were sent allotted voting booths a little voters.While the election commission 
to residents, informing them about far from their place of increased the number of polling booths 
t h e i r  d e s i g n a t e d  b o o t h s .  residence," he added.The within gated societies to 126, up from 52 
Volunteers have also been district administration, too, during the Lok Sabha elections, RWAs 
deployed at the booths to help has urged residents to come have coordinated with the administration 
gu ide  vo te r s  th rough  the  out in large numbers to to ensure essential services such as water 
process.Around 15.4 lakh voters exercise their right to vote. stations and wheelchairs for the disabled 
will exercise their right to vote "This time, 126 booths have and elderly are available at the booths. 
across  the  four  assembly  been set up in high-rise Booths within gated societies eliminate 
constituencies in Gurgaon district. societies. In societies with the need for residents to travel to cast 
Of these, 1.5 lakh voters will cast more than 600 voters, polling their votes, encouraging them to voting process for the residents. Many 
their ballots at 126 polling booths set up booths have been established within the participate in large numbers. people do not cast their votes due to long 
within gated societies. During the 2024 premises. We appeal to all citizens to "A polling booth has been set up at our queues or lack of facilities at booths. But 
Lok Sabha election, 57,000 people voted come out and be part of the democratic condominium for the first time and we are we expect a higher turnout this time as the 
at such booths.Among these booths are process," said deputy commissioner working to make sure that all residents, booths established at our club have air 
the four set up on the premises of Malibu Nishant Yadav.Booths have been set up in especially seniors and those with conditioning and proper seating 
Towne's club. "Tents and desks will also socities including Oyster Grande, disabilities, can vote comfortably. arrangements," said Neehar Ranjan, 
be set up outside the club for any last- Roselia, Microtek Greenburg, Vatika Earlier, we had to go to Dhankot village, RWA president of BPTP Astaire Gardens.
minute assistance," said Vijay Shiv Nath, City Homes, Carnation Residency, which is over 3km away from here, to According to Dharam Veer Singh, RWA 
M a l i b u  RWA s e c r e t a r y. " F r o m  Heritage City, Vipul Greens, Sare cast our votes. Now, with setting up of a president of Mapsko Casabella, their 
distributing voter slips on time to sending Homes, Mapsko Casabella, Orchid booth at our condominium, residents of association is setting up a help desk to 
out reminder messages, we have left no Petals, Nirvana Country, and Jalvayu more than half a dozen societies in Sector guide voters and has also arranged for a 
stone unturned to ensure a seamless Towers.102 can comfortably cast their votes pick-and-drop service for voters. "We 

Contenders push for high 
turnout in last-min appeal

Gurgaon: After campaigning for around a 
month, candidates of various political parties 
reached out to voters through video and text 
messages on the eve of assembly polls, asking 
them to come out in large numbers and 
exercise their franchise on Saturday.

Many of them held meetings with party 
functionaries on booth management and also 
distributed pamphlets among people to raise 
awareness about the importance of voting. In 
urban seats like Gurgaon, voter participation 
has been a cause for concern. Over the past 
few elections, turnouts in the city have 
hovered between 55% and 60% at best.

Mukesh Sharma, the BJP candidate from 
Gurgaon, circulated text and video messages 
among people, urging them to come out and 
vote."It is up to you to decide what kind of a 
leader you want. I urge all of you to cast your 
vote on Oct 5 and encourage your family 
members to do the same. Come out in large 
numbers. Remember, there is great strength in 
unity," one of the video appeals said.Mohit 

Grover of Congress circulated a video 
message by party MP Deepender Hooda, who 
can be seen making an appeal to people to 
vote for the "face of youth" and for "the 
development of Gurgaon".Former minister 
and BJP candidate from Badshapur, Rao 
Narbir Singh, spent his day holding a series of 
meetings with party functionaries. "Now that 
the campaign is over, we are focusing on 
booth management, which is equally 
important," he said.His rival Vardhan Yadav 
of Congress and independent candidate 
Kumudini Daulatabad also held similar 
meetings to discuss their strategies for the 
voting day.Gurgaon has around 15 lakh voters 
– around 41,000 of them first-timers. Apart 
f rom the  cand ida tes ,  the  d i s t r i c t  
administration is leaving no stone unturned to 
increase voter turnout.

News box

Gurgaon. A man was found dead with his throat slit in a 
drain near SGT University in Chandu Budhera, police 
said on Friday.Around 11am on Thursday, some locals 
spotted the body and informed the police, who reached 
the spot immediately. According to the police, the 
body had a tattoo written as ‘Rohit' on the right hand.

The forensic team collected evidence, and the body was 
sent for autopsy."The victim was in his late twenties or 
early thirties and his identity is yet to be established. 
We have circulated his photos to all police stations. We 
are also reviewing footage collected from nearby 
CCTV cameras to identify the accused," inspector of 
Rajendra Park police station Ashin Khan said.

Based on the complaint lodged by a local man, we have 
registered a murder case under Section 103 (1) of BNS , 
Khan added.

Man found dead in drain with 
throat slit

Noida. The transport department has seized 233 
overloaded trucks and fined 298 vehicle owners for 
illegally carrying sand, gravel, cement, and other 
construction materials across the district.The transport 
department, district administration, and the police 
jointly launched an enforcement drive last month, 
during which an eight-member district-level task force 
was formed to curb overloading, illegal mining, and the 
open transportation of C&D waste.ARTO enforcement 
Udit Narayan Pandey said, "Not just overloading, the 
vehicles were also penalised for faulty registration 
plates, missing reflectors, no fitness and permit 
certificates, and unpaid taxes. The violators were fined 
a combined amount worth Rs 1.27 crore," he said.

Ecotech-1, DND Flyway, Charmurti, Sirsa Cut, Bisrakh, 
Badalpur, and Knowledge Park were among the areas 
where the enforcement drive was carried out.

Ghaziabad. BSP has expelled Ravi Gautam, barely days 
after announcing his name as the party candidate for 
the upcoming assembly bypolls in Ghaziabad. The 
district party president Dayanand Saini said Gautam 
was expelled because of "indiscipline".

"There are cases lodged against him (Gautam) as well 
which prevents him from contesting the bypolls. We 
are looking for a more suitable candidate," Saini said.

Gautam sniffed a controversy, saying a section of senior 
party functionaries was acting at the behest of BJP. 
"They have done it in the past too, replaced candidates 
in Lok Sabha polls.My expulsion has nothing to do 
with indiscipline. It has more to do with intra-party 
wrangling. My community is solidly behind me. I will 
not hold back, and if the need arises, I will contest as an 
independent," he said. tnnIn the Lok Sabha election 
earlier this year, BSP had first announced Anashay 
Kalra, a Khatri Punjabi, as its candidate, but midway 
through the election, he was replaced by Nand Kishor 
Pundir.Ghaziabad is one of the 10 assembly seats in UP 
which will go for by-polls after it fell vacant when Atul 
Garg moved on to Lok Sabha, winning the 
parliamentary seat in the general election held earlier 
this year.

BSP expels bypoll candidate 
Gautam for ‘indiscipline’

In 1 month, 298 trucks fined 
for overloading

MCG set to enhance 
maintenance of  sewer 
network, procure machinery
Gurgaon. MCG started procuring machinery to tackle 

rising cases of sewer overflow from various areas 
across the city. The estimated cost of the project is Rs 
2.8 crore.The corporation also plans to hire a super 
sucker machine and a jetting-cum-suction machine to 
carry out the work effectively. An agency will be 
contracted for one year.The machinery will be used in 
sectors 9, 9A, 9B, 10, 10A, 36, 37B, 37C, 83, 84, 88, 99 
to 104, Udyog Vihar phase-6, Kherki Daula village etc.

"There have been several complaints of the sewer 
overflow from zone-1, and to address them, we have 
decided to hire machinery. A tender has also been 
floated," said an MCG official.The civic body also 
recently invited bids from private agencies to manage 
the operations and maintenance of sewer systems in 
several wards, including 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, and 17, which will 
cost around Rs 5.7 crore.

According to officials, the selected agency that will be 
hired for a year will provide two super sucker 
machines, which is an upgrade from the previous 
contract that mandated only one machine.

Moreover, the agency will also be responsible for 
providing three tractor-mounted jetting machines, 
manhole covers, and frames. They will be tasked with 
carrying out repairs in all the designated wards.

Ghaziabad. A 55-year-old woman was found dead just 
300m away from her workplace in Tronica City on 
Friday. She had multiple injuries on her face and other 
parts of her body, police said, adding she worked in a 
thread manufacturing factory in Tronica city.The 
woman's husband said his wife's workplace is just 800 
metres from their house. She usually left around 9am 

and returned by 6pm 
daily."On Thursday too, she 
left at 9am, and our son also 
went out with his friends. 
When he returned around 
9pm and did not find my 
wife at home, he alerted us. 
She did not use a phone. I 
also returned from work in 

Delhi late at night and we started looking for her. When 
we did not find her, we informed the police," he 
said.Around 7.30am on Friday, a local spotted her 
body and informed her family. "We called the police. 
Someone had brutally killed her. I have filed a 
complaint," her husband said.The DCP and the ACP 
reached the spot with a forensic team and a dog squad 
to investigate the matter. A senior cop involved in the 
investigation said a bag with some money and two 
water bottles were found with the woman.DCP (rural) 
SN Tiwari told TOI, "The cause of death will be 
determined after we receive the autopsy results. An 
FIR has been registered."

Woman found dead just 
300m from workplace
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Israeli airstrikes in southern Beirut cut off  border with Syria

At least 70 dead in gang attack in 
Haiti, over 6,000 forced to flee

France  A European court on Friday overturned a 
French government ban on makers of plant-based 
meats calling their products "steak" or "sausage", 
which Paris had imposed to protect livestock 
farmers.

EU members states cannot ban the use of commonly 
used terms if they do not have legal definitions, the 
Court of Justice of the European Union (CJUE) 
said in its ruling.France issued decrees in 2022 and 
February 2024 restricting the use of words 
including "ham", "steak", "sausage" and "bacon" 
to animal-based products.Authorities said the 
rules were needed to avoid creating confusion for 
consumers.French livestock farmers had long 

lobbied for the measure, and their lobbying 
organisation denounced Friday's ruling.Interbev, 
which represents France's cattle and livestock 
industries, said it "deplores this decision that 
validates the usurpation of natural products to 
commercialise ultra-transformed foods".Makers 
of vegetable-based proteins had protested the 
government's decrees, and France's top 
administrative court had suspended them while it 
awaited the CJUE's decision.A preliminary ruling 
had said that banning use of the words "would 
seriously and immediately harm the interests of 
businesses" involved in the plant-based protein 
industry."This is a very welcome victory," said La 
Vie, a French maker of plant-based meats.

Hamas leader Saeed Atallah killed 

in Israeli strikes in Lebanon

World. for Biden's Vice President Kamala Harris as Biden's calls for restraint on Lebanon, and on US President Joe Biden on Friday 
advised Israel against striking Iran's oil the Democrat confronts Republican former Israel's war in Gaza, which has killed more 
facilities, saying he was trying to rally the president Donald Trump in a November 5 than 40,000 Palestinians.Biden deflected a 
world to avoid the escalating prospect of all- election where the cost of living is a major question on whether he believed Netanyahu 
out war in the Middle East.Making a surprise issue.Biden's appearance at the famed was hanging back on signing a Middle East 
first appearance in the White House briefing briefing room podium was not announced in peace deal in a bid to influence the US 
room, Biden added that Israel's Benjamin advance, taking reporters by surprise. He has presidential election."No administration has 
Netanyahu "should remember" US support never spoken there before in the nearly four helped Israel more than I have. None, none, 
for Israel when deciding on next steps."If I years of his presidency.It also comes at a none. And I think Bibi should remember 
were in their shoes, I'd be thinking about tense time as he prepares to leave office with that," Biden said.
other alternatives than striking oil fields," the situation boiling over in the Middle East "And whether he's trying to influence the 
Biden told reporters, when asked about his this down," he told reporters."But when you and political criticism at home over his election, I don't know, but I'm not counting 
comments a day earlier that Washington was have (Iranian) proxies as irrational as handling of a recent hurricane that struck the on that."Biden said he had still not spoken to 
discussing the possibility of such strikes Hezbollah and the Huthis (of Yemen), it's a US southeast.Biden said he was doing his Netanyahu since the Iranian attack, which with its ally.Biden added that the Israelis hard thing to determine."Biden, however, best to avoid a full-scale conflagration in the involved some 200 missiles, but added that "have not concluded how they're what had tough words for Netanyahu, with whom Middle East, where Israel is bombing t h e i r  t e a m s  w e r e  i n  " c o n s t a n t  they're going to do" in retaliation for a huge he has had rocky relations, as he seeks to Lebanon in a bid to wipe out the Iranian- contact.""They're not going to make a ballistic missile attack by Iran on Israel on manage Israel's response following the backed militia Hezbollah."The main thing decision immediately, and so we're going to Tuesday.The price of oil had jumped after October 7 Hamas attacks on Israel.we can do is try to rally the rest of the world wait to see when they want to talk," the US Biden's remarks on Thursday.

The Israeli premier has repeatedly ignored and our allies into participating... to tamp leader added.Any long-term rise could be hugely damaging 

Biden says Israel should seek 'other alternatives' to striking Iran oil sites

Israel should hit Iran's nuclear sites 
first, worry about rest later: Trump

News box

Washington.  The US military said it carried 
out 15 strikes on Friday against targets 
linked to Iran-aligned Houthi fighters in 
Yemen, where residents reported blasts at 
m i l i t a r y  o u t p o s t s  a n d  e v e n  a n  
airport.Central Command, which oversees 
US forces in the Middle East, said the targets 
were tied to Houthi offensive military 
capabilities, but did not detail whether that 
included missi le ,  drone or  radar  
capabilities.The Houthis have carried out 
nearly 100 attacks on ships crossing the Red 
Sea since November and say they are acting 
in solidarity with Palestinians in Israel's 
year-long war in Gaza. They have sunk two 
vessels, seized another and killed at least 
four seafarers.Al Masirah TV, the main 
television news outlet run by the Houthi 
movement controlling much of Yemen, and 
residents said airstrikes were launched at 
several parts of Yemen including its capital 
Sanaa and Hodeidah airport.Strikes also 
targeted the south of Dhamar city and the 
southeast of al-Bayda province, the channel 
added.Residents said that the attack on al-
Bayda province targeted several Houthi 
military outposts.The Biden administration 
has been acting mostly defensively against 
Houthi strikes in the Red Sea, usually 
moving to intercept drone and missile 
attacks against commercial vessels and US 
warships.It has also struck Houthi military 
infrastructure with less frequency and 
avoided broader targets in Yemen, as it seeks 
to contain fallout from the nearly year-old 
Israel-Hamas war.

US strikes 15 Houthi 
targets in Yemen, hits 
military outposts, 
airport

MANAUS. One of the Amazon River's main 
tributaries has dropped to its lowest level ever 
recorded, Brazil's geological service said 
Friday, reflecting a severe drought that has 
devastated the Amazon rainforest and other 
parts of the country.The level of the Negro 
River at the port of Manaus was at 12.66 
meters on Friday, as compared with a normal 
level of about 21 meters. It is the lowest since 
measurements started 122 years ago. The 
previous record low level was recorded last 
year, but toward the end of October.The 
Negro River's water level might drop even 
more in coming weeks based on forecasts for 
low rainfall in upstream regions, according to 
the geological service's predictions. Andre 
Martinelli, the agency's hydrology manager 
in Manaus, was quoted as saying the river 
was expected to continue receding until the 
end of the month.Water levels in Brazil's 
Amazon always rise and fall with its rainy 
and dry seasons, but the dry portion of this 
year has been much worse than usual. All of 
the major rivers in the Amazon basin are at 
critical levels, including the Madeira River, 
the Amazon River's longest tributary.The 
Negro River drains about 10% of the Amazon 
basin and is the world's sixth-largest by water 
volume. Manaus, the biggest city in the 
rainforest, is where the Negro joins the 
Amazon River.

Yep, totally my bad': 
Ohio teen admits to 
causing crash that killed 
5, forced 500 to 
evacuate
World. A 17-year-old from Ohio admitted to 

causing a catastrophic crash on September 29, 
2023 involving a tanker truck carrying toxic 
ammonia, resulting in the deaths of five 
people.People citing National Transportation 
Safety Board interview reported that the 
young driver revealed she was in Illinois that 
day to visit her mother’s boyfriend. While 
recounting her trip to authorities, she noted 
that she was driving behind several trucks 
when she encountered a slower vehicle, 
which prompted her to accelerate and pass it 
at high speed.“I was behind this boxy maybe 
trailer or RV. And he was going super duper 
slow, so I passed him,” she recalled, 
seemingly unaware of the tragedy that 
unfolded after that.When asked about the 
tanker truck, she said, “I heard that maybe it 
flipped” and went off the road. She claimed 
not to have seen or heard the crash, merely 
noticing the emergency vehicles heading in 
the opposite direction.Dashcam footage 
would later reveal a different story. The video 
captured the moment the teen cut off the 
anhydrous ammonia tanker while attempting 
to pass at approximately 90 mph. The 
ensuing jackknife maneuver led the truck to 
collide with a utility trailer parked just off the 
highway, puncturing the tank and releasing 
thousands of gallons of the caustic chemical 
into the air. This toxic plume forced the 
evacuation of nearly 500 people for 
hours.When confronted with the dashcam 
video, the teen said, “Oh, (expletive). Yeah. 
Oh, my goodness. Yep, totally my bad. Wow. 
Holy (expletive),” acknowledging her role in 
the accident  that  had devastat ing 
consequences.The accident that occurred 
near Teutopolis, Illinois, resulted in the death 
of five people including a father and his two 
children and prompted the evacuation of over 
500 residents in the vicinity.

Drought has dried a 
major Amazon River 
tributary to its lowest 
level in over 122 years

European court overturns 
French ban on plant-based 

products using 'steak' labels
eliminated Hassan Nasrallah, the 7 attacks on Israel. Deif was killed after World. Saeed Atallah Ali, a member of 
Hezbollah chief who had been leading the fighter jets struck in the area of Khan Hamas' armed wing, al-Qassam brigades, 
militant group for the last 32 years. Yunis in Gaza on July 13 after an was killed in an Israeli airstrike on a 
Reports also surfaced, claiming Israel intelligence assessment. The elusive Deif Palestinian refugee camp in Lebanon. 

had survived seven Israeli Three of his family members were also 
assassination attempts.Hamas’s killed in the attack, Reuters reported.
political chief Ismail Haniyeh has "The Hamas movement mourns the leader 
been assassinated in Iran’s capital, of the al-Qassam Brigades, Saeed Atallah 
Tehran. He was in the capital to Ali, and three of his family members as a 
attend the inauguration ceremony result of the bombing of his home in the 
of Iran’s President Masoud Palestinian refugee camp in Dawi in 
Pezeshkian. He, along with a Tripoli in northern Lebanon," Hamas 
bodyguard, were killed after a media reported.With his killing, Israel 
guest house they were staying in has eliminated yet another top leader of 
was struck by a missile. However, the militant group in recent weeks, raising 
I s r a e l  h a s n ' t  c l a i m e d  concerns that the escalating conflict in the 
responsibility for the attack.Middle East could erupt into a full-blown 

Notably, Iran launched nearly 200 war.The Jewish nation has been carrying 
missiles at Israel following the out continuous strikes in Lebanon as over 

targeted an underground bunker in 
killing of Hassan Nasrallah. Iran's 2,000 people have been killed in Israeli 

Lebanon where Hashem Safieddine, 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, airstrikes so far. Furthermore, Israel also 

regarded as Nasrallah's successor, was 
while delivering his first Friday sermon in began ground incursions into Lebanon to 

holding a meeting with other Hezbollah 
nearly five years, called the attack on target Hezbollah settlements to wipe out 

leaders.In July this year, Israel claimed it 
Israel "legal and legitimate" and said that the militant group.In its airstrikes on 

eliminated Mohammed Deif, believed to 
the Jewish nation would not "last long". Hezbollah headquarters in Beirut, Israel 

be the mastermind behind Hamas' October 

authorities said, in one of the adding that two of her own Port-au-Prince. Gang members 
deadliest attacks in recent years in family members were injured brandishing automatic rifles stormed 
the Caribbean nation that has seen during the attack.Many victims through a town in Haiti's main 
many massacres and little justice were shot in the head as gang breadbasket region, killing at least 
for their victims."This odious members went house to house, 70 and forcing over 6,000 to flee, 
crime against defenceless women, Horace said. "They were left to causing widespread shock even in a 
men and children is not only an shoot anybody, everybody was country grown accustomed to 
attack against victims but against running everywhere. They outbreaks of violence.
the entire Haitian nation," Prime were walking, shooting people, More people were severely injured in 
Minister Garry Conille said on X, killing people, burning people, the attack in the early hours of 
adding that security forces were burning homes, burning Thursday at Pont-Sonde, in the 

hundreds of thousands homeless. reinforcing the area.A spokesperson cars."Rights organisation RNDDH agricultural region of Artibonite in 
Promised international support for Haiti's national police told said the death toll was likely higher western Haiti. Gran Grif gang leader 
continues to lag and nearby nations Reuters on Friday evening that the as entire families had been wiped out. Luckson Elan took responsibility for 
have deported migrants back to the director of police in charge of the "At the time of writing, corpses are the massacre, saying it was in 
country."The gang did not meet any Artibonite department had been strewn on the ground as their loved retaliation for civilians remaining 
resistance," Bertide Horace,  replaced."For now, reinforcements ones have not yet been able to passive while police and vigilante 
spokesperson from the Dialogue and are at the location to contain the recover them," it said in a groups killed his soldiers.Some 
Reconciliation Commission to Save situation and security forces are in report.RNDDH said rumours had 6,270 people had fled their homes 
the Artibonite Valley, told Reuters, control," the spokesperson said.The been circulating for two months due to the attacks, the UN migration 
adding that police officers remained killings are the latest sign of a about a potential massacre in agency said. Most of these are being 
in their station, perhaps thinking worsening conflict in Haiti, where retaliation for residents' help for a sheltered by families living in nearby 
they would be outgunned by the armed gangs control most of the vigilante group that was preventing Saint-Marc and other towns, while 
gang members.An armored truck capital Port-au-Prince and are the gang from extorting money on others are staying in makeshift 
stationed in nearby Verrettes also expanding to nearby regions, the national highway through the camps.The gang members set fire to 
failed to mobilise, said Horace, fuelling hunger and making town.dozens of homes and vehicles, local 

said it was shelled Friday evening officials.Thursday’s strike along the Beirut,UPDATED. Israel carried out 
after being warned to evacuate. The Lebanon-Syria border, about 50 another series of punishing airstrikes 
Salah Ghandour Hospital in the city kilometers (30 miles) east of Beirut, Friday, hitting suburban Beirut and 
of Bint Jbeil said in a statement that led to the closure of the road near the cutting off the main border crossing 
the shelling “resulted in nine busy Masnaa Border Crossing — the between Lebanon and Syria for tens 
members of the medical and nursing first time it has been cut off since of thousands of people fleeing the 
staff being injured, most of them Hezbollah and Israel began trading Israeli  bombardment of the 
seriously,” while most of the fire almost a year ago.Israel said it Hezbollah militant group.
medical staff were evacuated. A day targeted the crossing because it was The overnight blasts in Beirut’s 
e a r l i e r ,  t h e  Wo r l d  H e a l t h  being used by Hezbollah to transport southern suburbs sent huge plumes 
Organization said 28 health workers military equipment across the border. of smoke and flames into the night 
in Lebanon had been killed in the It said fighter jets had struck a tunnel sky and shook buildings kilometres 
p a s t  2 4  h o u r s . M e a n w h i l e ,  used to smuggle weapons from Iran (miles) away in the Lebanese capital. 
Hezbollah launched about 100 a n d  o t h e r  p r o x i e s  i n t o  Additional strikes sent people 
rockets into Israel on Friday, the Lebanon.Hezbollah is believed to running for cover in streets littered 
Israel military said.The Israeli have received much of its weaponry National News Agency reported with rubble in the Dahiyeh 
military also said that a strike in through Syria from Iran, its main more than 10 consecutive airstrikes neighborhood, where at least one 
Beirut the day before killed backer.Associated Press video in the area. Some 1,400 Lebanese, building was leveled and cars were 
Mohammed Rashid Skafi, the head footage showed two huge craters on including Hezbollah fighters and burned out.The Israeli military said 
of Hezbollah’s communications each side of the road. People got out civilians, have been killed and some it targeted Hezbollah’s central 
division. The military said in a of cars, unable to pass, carrying bags 1.2 million driven from their homes intelligence headquarters around 
statement that Skafi was “a senior of their possessions as they crossed since Israel escalated its strikes in midnight. It did not say who it was 
Hezbollah terrorist who was on foot. More than 250,000 Syrians late September aiming to cripple aiming for or if any militants were 
responsible for the communications and 82,000 Lebanese have fled Hezbollah and push it away from the killed in that strike, but it claimed to 
unit since 2000” and was “closely across the border into Syria during countries’ shared border.have killed 100 Hezbollah fighters in 
affiliated” with high-up Hezbollah the escalation of the past two weeks. And a hospital in southern Lebanon the last 24 hours.Lebanon’s state-run 

World. Former US President Donald you think about Iran? Would you hit Iran? are," Donald Trump added.
Trump said Israel should target Iran's And he goes, 'As long as they don’t hit the The 78-year-old's remark came a day after 
nuclear facilities in response to the nuclear stuff'. That’s the thing you want to President Joe Biden said that an "all-out 
Islamic Republic’s recent missile barrage. hit, right?" Trump said.He added, "Isn’t war" in the Middle East was unlikely. 
His remark came after President Joe that what you’re supposed to hit? I mean, When asked how confident he was about a 
Biden said that an "all-out war" is unlikely it’s the biggest risk we have, nuclear massive war breaking out in the Middle 
and should be avoided in the Middle East weapons." The Republican Presidential East as Lebanon and Iran try to corner 
amid escalating tensions between Israel candidate for the November 5 US Israel, Biden said, "How confident are you 
and Iran.Trump was referring to a elections said that Biden should have it's not going to rain? Look, I don't believe 
question posed to President Biden about asked Israel to attack Iran's nuclear sites there is going to be an all-out war. I think 
the possibility of Israel targeting Iran's and" worry about everything else later".If we can avoid it."When asked if he would 
nuclear facilities in response to the 200- they’re going to do it, they’re going to do send American troops to help Israel, he 
missile attack."They asked him, what do it. But we’ll find out whatever their plans responded.

ZUS President Joe Biden on Friday advised 

Israel against striking Iran's oil facilities, 

saying he was trying to rally the world to 

avoid the escalating prospect of all-out 

war in the Middle East.

Israel carried out 
another series of 
punishing airstrikes 
Friday, hitting 
suburban Beirut and 
cutting off the main 
border crossing 
between Lebanon and 
Syria for tens of 
thousands of people 
fleeing the Israeli 
bombardment of the 
Hezbollah militant 
group.

Armed gang 

members 

wielding 

automatic 

rifles stormed 

a town in 

Haiti's key 

breadbasket 

region, killing 

at least 70 

people and 

displacing 

over 6,000.
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After selling shares worth Rs 

15,243 crore on Thursday, the 

highest in a single session in four 

years, the FIIs sold another Rs 

9,896.95 crore worth on Friday

charge was that NSE failed to take MUMBAI. NSE and nine of its former 
adequate measures to prevent senior executives, including earlier 
trading members from bypassing MD Vikram Limaye, have settled a 
TAP. The complaint and TAP case with Sebi over allegations that 
deficiencies were not reported to brokers bypassed a trading access 
NSE's Standing Committee on point to enable faster trades for Rs 643 
Technology, even after Sebi's 2015 crore. This is the largest settlement 
circular on cybersecurity. Additional order in Sebi's 36-year history. In 
allegations included delays in addition to the settlement amount, 
appointing a chief information eight officials have been asked to 
security officer, failure to implement perform at least 14 days of pro bono 
encryption in TAP, and the omission community service. involved include NSE's ex-chief 

of the chief technology officer as key Sebi has been investigating NSE's technical officer Umesh Jain, GM 
management personnel, potentially trading access point (TAP) architecture Shenoy, chief information security 
violating Sebi's circular.and network connectivity for nearly a officer Narayan Neelakantan, chief 

TAP was an IT system deployed by NSE decade. The probe focused on whether regulatory officer V R Narasimhan, 
on trading members' servers to manage trading members bypassed TAP, the head of regulatory affairs Kamala K, 
connections and trades. Despite the handling of a 2013 complaint, and VP of the business solutions group 
introduction of alternatives like whether NSE's lapses led to securities Nilesh Tinaikar, former senior VP of 
'Trimmed TAP' in 2013 and 'Direct law violations. According to the order, operations Mayur Sindhwad, and 
Connect' in 2016, TAP remained in use NSE, on behalf of the applicants, former key employee R Nandakumar. 
until 2019 for equity and 2020 for remitted the settlement amount on Sept Shenoy has been excluded from the 
securities lending and borrowing.25, 2024.The former executives community service order.The key 

Forex reserves hit all-time 

high of 704.89 billion

NSE, ex-MD settle case with Sebi for Rs 643 crore

departures were higher by 13.7 per cent. This trend itself lends credence to New Delhi  The post-pandemic surge in 
India’s official tourism statistics are the argument that the growth being international travel is a nearly global 
released with a lag and June 2024 is the charted by these geographies in phenomenon and the story is not too 
last month for which the data is publicly terms of international tourist different when it comes to Indians 
available.Industry watchers attribute the interest has likely hurt foreign travelling overseas, with outbound Indian 
divergence in trend between foreign tourist arrivals in India.Besides travellers’ numbers having exceeded the 
tourist arrivals into India and Indians simple visa rules and easy pre-Covid levels. The picture, however, is 
travelling overseas to a combination of connectivity, most of these not as exciting when it comes to foreign 
reasons, which include subdued tourist emerging destinations have an travellers visiting India. In what 
footfalls from Bangladesh and China. added allure: they cost nearly as continues to be a cause of concern for the 
While Bangladesh, which accounts for much or only moderately higher country’s tourism industry, foreign tourist 
the highest number of FTAs into India, than a holiday at a popular domestic arrivals (FTAs) are yet to catch up with Festive offer
has been grappling with a financial crisis destination. And Indian airlines are taking the pre-pandemic levels.In the first half of “Countries such as Qatar, Dubai, Vietnam 
that has seemingly impacted travel notice, increasing the number of routes as 2024, 47.78 lakh foreign tourists visited and Sri Lanka are drawing tourists with 
demand there, absence of direct flights well as frequency of flights.India, 9.1 per cent higher on the year, but more affordable options and favourable 
between India and China has evidently 9.8 per cent lower than the corresponding In July, The Indian Express had reported a visa policies. These destinations have 
dented the number of Chinese nationals period of 2019, which was the last full surge in the number of Indians travelling exceeded their pre-Covid levels, with 
travelling to India.year before the Covid-19 was declared a to Silk Road countries such as Azerbaijan, FTAs in Qatar up 47%, Dubai 11%, 

global pandemic, per data from the Also Read | Indians spend 3.5 times more on Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Georgia, Vietnam 4% and Sri Lanka 0.2% in the 
Ministry of Tourism. India has evidently foreign travel than they did 5 years ago and Southeast Asia’s latest tourism first half of the current calendar,” CRISIL 
lost some of its sheen even as the world is hotspot, Vietnam. Before the pandemic, Market Intelligence and Analytics said in The other major factor that appears to be at 
witnessing a period of the so-called these destinations largely attracted more a recent note. It added that aggressive play is other countries in Asia attracting 
‘revenge travel’ after the pandemic. discerning travellers from India. But now, campaigns by emerging destinations such more travellers with easy visa regimes 

with a combination of enhanced direct In contrast, Indian nationals’ departures as Azerbaijan, Georgia and Kazakhstan and more value-for-money propositions 
flight connectivity, swift and hassle-free from the country in the six months ended are competing for tourist spends.for tourists. These include some emerging 
visa regimes, and relatively more June rose 12.3 per cent over the destinations—particularly in Central Asia In fact, the number of Indians travelling to 
affordable prices than the conventional corresponding period of 2019 to 1.50 and Eurasia—that are rapidly growing as such destinations has also shot up 
touristy destinations.crore. On a year-on-year basis, the international tourism destinations. significantly in the post-pandemic period. 

Travelling behind the curve: Despite the outbound rush, why India’s 
foreign tourist arrivals are yet to touch pre-Covid levels

Markets record biggest weekly fall since 
June 2022; investors lose Rs 17 lakh crore

listed companies, which stood at Rs 478 retaliated against Israel by 
lakh crore as of closing last Friday, came launching a missile attack. 
down to Rs 461 lakh crore this Friday. Experts fear that if the two 

regional powers in Western Asia The local indices ended lower for the fifth 
continue to attack each other, oil straight session on Friday with Nifty 
prices may surge even higher.  briefly falling below the 25,000 level 

intraday. At close, the Sensex was down What lies ahead
808.65 points or 0.98% at 81,688.45, and Siddhartha Khemka, Head - 
the Nifty was down 200.30 points or Research, Wealth Management, 
0.79% at 25,049.80. Mot i la l  Oswal  F inanc ia l  

After selling shares worth Rs 15,243 crore Services, expects markets to 
on Thursday, the highest in a single consolidate next week amid NEW DELHI. Indian equity markets 
session in four years, the FIIs sold cautiousness due to fear of registered their biggest weekly decline 
another Rs 9,896.95 crore worth of increasing tensions in West jumped more than 20% in just 5 sessions. this week in more than two years (since 
shares on Friday, taking the last four Asia."With the start of the earning season Ajit Mishra, SVP, Research, Religare June 2022) as foreign institutional 
sessions combined selling to about Rs next week, stock-specific action will Broking, said that the ongoing investors (FIIs) pressed the selling button 
40,000 crore.Chinese stimulus a magnet continue. Also, the focus will remain on geopolitical tensions have driven crude to bet on China and Hong Kong amidst 
for FIIs"FIIs are moving money from interest-sensitive stocks amid the RBI prices higher, dampening hopes for a rate rising tension in the Middle East which is 
expensive India to cheap Hong Kong on policy meeting next week. Although rate cut by the RBI in the upcoming policy posing inflationary challenges to the 
expectations that the monetary and fiscal cut is not on the table, commentary will meeting. "Additionally, noticeable global economy following a sharp surge 
stimulus being implemented by the hold great importance," added Khemka. selling by foreign investors is adding to in oil prices. The big correction has 
Chinese authorities will stimulate the Real estate stocks were the most affected the market's strain. While there may be a resulted in the benchmarks – BSE Sensex 
Chinese economy and improve earnings lot this week with the Nifty Realty index pause or slight rebound after the recent and NSE Nifty50 – shedding up to 4.5% 
of Chinese companies. It remains to be plunging nearly 8.7% this week. Nifty slide, the overall bias will remain during the week ending October 4. It was 
seen how this Chinese recovery hopes Financial Services fell 6.2% while Nifty negative unless Nifty decisively reclaims in the week between June 6 and 10, 2022 
play out," said VK Vijayakumar, Chief Auto declined 5.7%. About 42 stocks in the 25,600 level," added Mishra.Crude when the benchmarks had registered a 
Investment Strategist, Geojit Financial the Nifty50 pack fell this week.prices have risen by $7 per barrel in the bigger fall as Nifty50 had then declined 
Services.The Hang Seng index has risen past 7 days during which Israel bombed a by about 5.6%. Investors lost a whopping Index heavyweights - Reliance Industries 
more than 30% in the last one month bunker in Beirut and killed Hezbollah Rs 17 lakh crore this week as the –fell about 9% while HDFC Bank and 
while the Shanghai Composite Index has supremo Hassan Nasrallah and Iran combined market capitalisation of BSE- ICICI Bank plunged about 5% each. 

New Delhi  The Centre on Tuesday notified the 
Ecomark Rules. It will replace the Ecomark 
Scheme of 1991. The scheme relates to labelling 
of eco-friendly products.The Rules were 
notified to keep it in line with existing 
sustainability and environmentally friendly 
practices and with the Environment Ministry’s 
Mission LIFE (Lifestyle for Environment), 
which promotes sustainable consumption.The 
scheme will be implemented by the Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) in partnership 
with the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS).

Ecomark label for products
A product gets Ecomark label if it reduces 

pollution by minimising or eliminating the 
generation of waste and, among other things, 
avoids such materials which has adverse 
impacts on the environment.

After this notificaton, all the products 
manufactured shall meet the requirements of 
Indian Standards of BIS pertaining to safety, 
quality and performance such as skin powder, 
tooth powder, shampoo and soap, shaving 
creams, lipsticks, etc.Further, manufacturers 
would label its cosmetics as environment 
friendly products and shall not be manufactured 
from any carcinogenic ingredients.

For developing criteria for granting Ecomark to a 
product, the government has also laid down a 
detailed consideration process. The process 
include source of raw material, use of natural 
resources, environmental impact, effect and 
extent of emissions or waste arising from the 
production process, disposal of the product and 
its packaging, utilisation of waste and recycled 
materials, suitability for recycling, and use of 
non-hazardous substances in place of hazardous 
substances.“The scheme will encourage the 
demand for environment-friendly products 
aligning with the principles of 'LIFE’, promote 
lower energy consumption, resource efficiency 
and circular economy. The scheme seeks to 
ensure accurate labelling and prevent 
misleading information about products,” 
MoEFCC mentioned in its statement.

It further said: “Products accredited under the 
Ecomark Scheme will adhere to specific 
environmental criteria, ensuring minimal 
environmental impact.”Experts at BIS said that 
it will build consumer awareness of 
environmental issues and encourage sustainable 
consumption and also motivate manufacturers 
to shift towards environmentally friendly 
production.The scheme marks a significant step 
in promoting sustainable lifestyles and, through 
individual and collective decision making, 
encourages sustainable consumption in India.

 “It aligns with global sustainability goals and 
reflects the government's commitment to 
conserva t ion  and  pro tec t ion  of  the  
environment,” said MoEFCC in its statement.

NEW DELHI. The government’s PM Internship Portal 
has seen a remarkable uptick in internship listings, 
with over 2,200 opportunities currently available as of 
3 pm on Friday, sources aware of the development 
confirmed. This follows the onboarding of 50 new 
companies, in addition to 111 that joined on Thursday.

Prominent firms such as Britannia, HDFC Bank, 
Mahindra & Mahindra, Max Life Insurance, and 
Alembic Pharma have already onboarded the PM 
Internship Scheme via the online portal solely 
dedicated for this initiative.PwC and Godrej are 
exploring the PM internship scheme for their 
participation. Additionally, as per sources, state-
owned Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) plans 

to onboard 977 interns across various trades in its 
plants, while Jindal Steel & Power (JSPL) is set to 
register for the scheme, aiming to enrol nearly 500 
interns.Public sector banks are also in the process of 
joining the initiative, further expanding the scope of 
available internship opportunities. The Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs (MCA) has developed the online 
portal, which is slated to open for candidates on 
October 12.

Telcos asked to act against 
spammers

Centre notifies new labelling 
rules for eco-friendly products

central bank more potential 
firepower to influence the 
rupee,” BofA said in a note 
earlier in the day, adding the 
monetary authority “seems 
relaxed about holding larger 
forex reserves, owing to its 
desire to build buffers against 
contingent external risks.

India has the world’s fourth-
biggest foreign reserves as 
rising overseas inflows into the 
nation’s stocks and bonds have 
helped the Reserve Bank boost 

MUMBAI. The country’s forex massive rise in reserves was led by a its stockpile to a record high. 
reserves hit all-time high of $704.89 surge in foreign currency assets and The amount provides stability to the 
billion, up a whopping $12.5 billion in gold reserves, while Special Drawing rupee against external shocks, with the 
the week to September 27, the Reserve Rights (SDRs) increased and the IMF RBI using its reserves to limit extreme 
Bank said on Friday, something that reserve position saw a slight dip. The swings in the currency hovering near a 
can assuage a fraught market following RBI continues to intervene to manage record low, BofA said.
the heightened tension in the Middle market stability. In the previous According to the weekly statistical 
East.With this, the RBI has amassed a reporting week the reserves stood at supplement released by the RBI, 
whopping $113 billion to the reserves $692.3 billion. foreign currency assets were up by 
in the 12 months period ending The massive jump has Wall Street $10.4 billion to $616 billion. Expressed 
September 27. The $12.5 billion brokerage Bank of America Securities in dollar terms, foreign currency assets 
accretion is the largest weekly addition forcasting the reserves to touch $750 include the effect of appreciation or 
so far. In comparison, this is nearly billion by March 2026.“The foreign depreciation of non-US units like the 
three times the GDP of Pakistan and exchange reserves will likely rise to euro, pound and yen held in the foreign 
makes it the world’s fourth largest.The $745 billion by March 2026, giving the exchange reserves.

IndiGo system slowdown: 
Long queues at airports

NEW DELHI. IndiGo passengers are facing long waiting 
at airports for check-ins and baggage drops on Saturday 
as India’s biggest airline (by domestic market share) is 
facing a network-wide system outage.“We are currently 
experiencing a temporary system slowdown across our 
network, affecting our website and booking system. As 
a result, customers may face increased wait times, 
including slower check-ins and longer queues at the 
airport. Our airport team is available and fully dedicated 
to assisting everyone and ensuring a smooth journey. Be 
assured, we are working diligently to restore stability 
and normalcy as quickly as possible. 

NEW DELHI. The Telecom Regulatory Authority of 
India (TRAI) on Friday issued a warning to telecom 
service providers, urging them to step up their efforts 
against spammers.

The telecom sector regulator noted that following its 
directive, telcos have blacklisted over 680 entities 
involved in spamming activities, and 1.8 million 
numbers associated with such practices have been 
disconnected.“TRAI has issued strict instructions to 
service providers to act swiftly against spammers. As a 
result, service providers black-listed more than 680 
entities and disconnected 18 lakh numbers during the 
last one and half month,” said TRAI on a social media 
post X.Last week, to address the misuse of URLs in 
messages, the telecom regulator issued a directive, 
instructing all telecom carriers to block any traffic 
containing URLs, APKs (Android Package Kits), or 
OTT (Over-The-Top) links that have not been 
whitelisted. This directive is set to be implemented by 
October 1, 2024.Before the regulatory body enforced 
the new rule, previously, links in SMS messages could 
lead to unknown sources, posing threats of financial 
loss or privacy breaches. Under the new rules, any link 
received via SMS will be from a verified source, 
enhancing user security.

Crude rises as investors see 
retaliation from Israel
NEW DELHI. India will nearly double per capita income 

in the next five years and will see steepest rise in living 
standards for its citizens, along with reduced inequality 
on account of the reforms undertaken by govt, finance 
minister Nirmala Sitharaman said on Friday.

"While it took us 75 years to reach a per capita income of 
$2,730, as per IMF projections, it will take only five 
years to add another $2,000. The upcoming decades 
will see the steepest rise in living standards for the 
common man, truly making it a period-defining era for 
an Indian to live in," she said at the Kautilya Economic 
Conclave.qqShe said India can also gain from the 
dynamic geopolitical situation, which are seeing a 
reorientation of the global supply chain."India also 
finds itself amid a global geopolitical re-positioning. 
This re-positioning can act as a structural force to 
India's advantage by creating robust supply chains with 
countries with strategic congruence. India benefits from 
the new international order, which is reshaping better to 
reflect the power distribution of today's world."

FM said that India's young population, strong growth in 
consumption, the innovation boom and a strong 
financial system will help India grow faster.Sitharaman 
also flagged the challenges confronting India, including 
the geopolitical risks in a "fragmented and fractured 
world where several persistent conflicts may worsen".

Sitharaman also flagged the challenges confronting India, 
including the geopolitical risks in a "fragmented and 
fractured world where several persistent conflicts may 
worsen".

PM Internship Scheme: 50 
more companies join the 
initiative

With this, the RBI has 

amassed a whopping 

$113 billion to the 

reserves in the 12 

months period ending 

September 27.
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ANI in an interview."This is the first time 
that I voted. I was quite excited and I am 
glad I've gotten that out of the way now," 
she further added.While she is away from 
shooting Manu Bhaker has been active in 
her social duties as the youth of the 
country. Bhaker recently hit back at social 
media trolls with a scathing post on X on 
September 25. Bhaker slammed the trolls 

Paris Olympics double medallist who criticised her for wearing her 
small steps led to big goals and it was Manu Bhaker voted for the first time on Olympic medals in every promotional event 
important for the country's youth to vote for Saturday, October 4. The 22-year-old that she went to.Despite the abuse and 
their favourable leaders, who they felt could Bhaker, who is currently on a break from mockery, Bhaker had opted to remain quiet 
bring a change."I think it is our sports, voted in the Haryana assembly this long, but finally broke her silence via 
responsibility being the youth of the country elections. After casting her vote, Bhaker her social media account, stating that she 
that we vote. Whoever according to you is sent out a strong message for the youth of the wore those medals with pride and it was a 
the best candidate, is the best leader, you country, asking them to do their duty and way of sharing her journey with her fellow 
should go vote for them. Our small steps make sure that they play an active part in Indians.The two bronze medals I won at the 
lead to big goals and the development is in choosing the leaders of the country.Bhaker, Paris 2024 Olympics belong to India. 
our hands, because our chosen leaders will who is currently on a break after bronze Whenever I am invited for any event and 
only fulfil our dreams," Man Bhaker told medal wins in Paris Olympics, said that asked to show these medals.

International series with a game 
to spare in a hot and humid Abu 
Dhabi on Friday. After electing 
to bat, South Africa posted 343 
for four in their 50 overs, 
propelled by Stubbs’ maiden 
ODI century and 67 from 64 balls 
by Kyle Verreynne as the pair put 
on 103 for the third wicket.South 
Africa have a concern over 
captain Temba Bavuma, who 
retired hurt following a fluent 35 
with a soft tissue injury in his 

performance) and it was a big improvement arm, making him a doubt for the 
from the first game and the kind of two-Test away tour of Bangladesh that starts 
performance we would like to see. We spoke on October 21.Ireland could not lay a 

New Delhi. South Africa captain Temba about the first 10 overs and swing and platform from which to build in their reply 
Bavuma was proud of his team's maturity obviously with Stubbs and Verreynne taking and were bowled out for 169, some 
after 174-run win against Ireland. South it deep and then a nice finish towards the respectability brought to the score by a 52-
Africa took an unassailable lead in the 3- end. On all fronts, the guys have put up their run last wicket stand between Graham 
match ODI series with a strong batting hand and showed that they can do the job Hume (21) and number 11 Craig Young (29 
performance led by Tristan Stubbs in Abu and that is what you want in a team. Want to not out), who now has the highest score in 
Dhabi on Friday, October 4.Speaking after have depth and it also puts pressure on the this series for Ireland.Seamer Lizaad 
the match, Bavuma lauded Stubbs and Kyle incoming guys as well," Bavuma said after Williams took three early wickets and 
Verreynne for finishing off the match well the 2nd ODI.\Tristan Stubbs scored an finished with figures of 3-36, the pick of the 
and said that these kinds of series will help unbeaten career-best 112 from 81 balls as South African bowlers for the second game 
South Africa make their playing pool South Africa thumped Ireland by 174 runs to in a row.South Africa have rested several of 
deeper."It was very mature and clinical (the clinch their three-game One Day their regular players for the series. 

Temba Bavuma proud of  team's mature 
performance after 174-run win vs Ireland

New Delhi  India batter Jemimah Rodrigues 
said that the team would like to forget their 
Women's T20 World Cup 2024 opener 
against New Zealand. India fell to a shock 
loss against New Zealand, who had lost 10 
games in a row before this. The Harmanpreet 
Kaur side failed to chase down 161 runs on 
Friday, October 4, and were bowled out for 
just 102 runs in Dubai.

Speaking at the post-atch press conference, 
Jemimah said that India needed to pick 
themselves up quickly and show the 
character that this team had. After losing to 
NZ, India have an uphill task of beating 
Australia, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, if they are 
to qualify for the semi-finals of the 
tournament.“Today would be the game we’d 
like to forget. This is a World Cup and we 
need to keep moving on and picking 
ourselves up – we can’t say stuck on this 

game. We need to pick ourselves up and 
show the character of this team,” Rodrigues 
sa id  in  India’s  pos t -match  press  
conference.Women's T20 World Cup, IND 
vs NZ: Match Report

“Going forward I think we need to have the 
right approach because the tournament’s not 
over. We need to take some positives from 
this game and a lot of learnings from this 
game,” she further added.On the day, none of 
India's batters showed up against New 
Zealand. Jemimah was not happy with her 
performance as well and stated that it was her 
responsibility to handle the innings after 
India had lost Smriti Mandhana, Shafali 
Verma and Harmanpreet Kaur for just 42 
runs inside the powerplay.

“I know with my game I’m ready to bat 
anywhere the team wants me. Today, 
because I was batting well, I had some form 
in the warm-up games, it was my 
responsibility to make sure we built a 
partnership after losing wickets," Jemimah 
said.

the Indian men’s team at the Paris 2024 challenge. I am looking forward to it, let’s Noida. After a storied career guarding India’s 
Games, Sreejesh had the option to continue see where it goes in the next three years."goalpost, PR Sreejesh has officially stepped 
competing. Yet, he chose to walk away into a new role. No longer clad in the A MATCH MADE IN SPORTSMANSHIP

when the world was still applauding his goalkeeper's gear that became his second Working with Bhupathi, another athlete who 
brilliance.Somewhere in my mind, I wanted skin for over 15 years, Sreejesh has swapped understands the pressures and demands of 
to play one or two more seasons of the the action-packed turf for the sidelines, elite sport, was part of the reason Sreejesh 
Hockey India League. But I wanted people taking on the role of Director and Mentor for was drawn to the Delhi SG Pipers.
to remember me finishing on the top note. the Delhi SG Pipers, one of the franchises in Bhupathi himself echoed that sentiment, 
Paris was the best," he said.the newly-revived Hockey India League revealing that their shared background as 

(HIL), starting December 28.For someone Sreejesh’s retirement, and his decision to not top-level athletes helped build mutual trust. 
who spent years donning the pads and participate in the HIL player auction, "I think we are both athletes; that definitely 
helmet with unwavering commitment, this signalled that the curtain had closed on one played a big part in it," Bhupathi said. "I 
transition marks a significant shift. But for phase of his career—but it also opened the gave him comfort on our vision. I think it 
Sreejesh, the move was a natural door to an exciting new opportunity. fits right in with what he wanted to do in his 
evolution—one that he had been preparing ‘I NEEDED TO MOVE ON’ second innings as well."Sreejesh had 
for long before his retirement. "It’s not a The return of the HIL after a seven-year hiatus reportedly received offers from several legend Mahesh Bhupathi, CEO of the SG 
preparation of one-and-a-half months; it's a had tempted Sreejesh to lace up his boots franchises, but Delhi felt like the right Pipers group that owns the Delhi franchise, 
preparation of the last few years," he told once more. Initially, he had even signed up fit."Everyone wants experts," he said, stepped in. Bhupathi’s approach couldn’t 
IndiaToday.in.“Coming out of the system is for the player auction, before reconsidering referring to the wave of interest from other have been better timed."At the right time, 
tough. Getting out of the player’s mentality and pulling out. "After consulting with teams."Initially, I declined all the offers Mahesh bhai approached me with this offer. 
is really tough."Hockey India League 2.0: everyone—my coaches, my well-wishers, because I thought I was going to play the He said the right things, and I was convinced 
All you need to knowThe decision to leave my family - we all came to the conclusion Hockey India League. Then, when I made that this is the right platform," Sreejesh 
behind his playing days didn’t come easily, that I had my best time in Paris and I needed the decision [to retire], Mahesh bhai was recalled, his excitement for the new role 
but it was carefully timed. Fresh off the high to move on," Sreejesh explained. there right in front of me. It was easy for me evident."I think HIL is the right platform for 
of securing his second Olympic medal with to work with another sportsperson."It was at that crucial moment that tennis me to test myself and mature into a different 

India's batting lineup struggled to cope with 
the New Zealand pace attack. The Indian 
innings was derailed early by spinner Eden 
Carson, who removed both openers Shafali 
Verma and Smriti Mandhana. This double 
blow set the stage for a challenging chase, 
which was further complicated when 
Harmanpreet Kaur, batting at number three 
for the first time in 18 months, fell for a 14-
ball 15 inside the powerplay. The loss of 
these key wickets left India reeling, and 
despite some resistance, they were 
eventually bowled out for 102 in 19 overs.

The New Zealand bowlers were instrumental 
in securing the victory, with Rosemary Mair 

New Delhi. Fielding coach Munish Bali tried 
being the standout performer. Mair picked 

to lift the morale in the Indian dressing room 
up four wickets for 19 runs, while Lea 

said he is confident of India bouncing back We will bounce back. The way we fielded, if after the former finalists slumped to a big 
Tahuhu took three wickets for 15 runs. 

like how they buckled up after a few fielding we erase the sixth over, where we did two loss in their first match of the Women's T20 
Carson's early double strike also played a 

lapses early in the innings.India dropped errors, after that, we came back into the World Cup to New Zealand in Dubai on 
crucial role in stifling India's chase.

New Zealand opener Suzie Bates when match. Well done!" he said."Smriti Friday, October 4. India were comfortably 
India's decision to go in with a batter short also 

wicketkeeper Richa Ghosh failed to collect a Mandhana and Shreyanka Patil, excellent outplayed by 58 runs as their hopes of 
seemed to backfire, as they lost six wickets 

simple catch in the sixth over. However, they catch. Pooja Vastrakar, excellent efforts, reaching the semi-final from a tough group 
for just 60 runs, highlighting the depth and 

buckled up and saved a handful of runs on fielding around and diving. Three brilliant took a huge blow.Munish Bali kept the mood 
balance issues in their batting lineup. The 

the field. Jemimah Rodrigues, Smriti saves in the boundary. Like how we bounced in the dressing room light while presenting 
likes of Jemimah Rodrigues and Deepti 

Mandhana, Pooja Vastrakar and Shreyanka back in fielding, let's bounce back in the next the fielding medal, which has become a 
Sharma, who were expected to make 

Patil guarded the boundary rope well, diving game," he added.Despite India's fielding customary event for Indian men's and 
significant contributions, were unable to 

across the field to save crucial runs for the brilliance, New Zealand posted a daunting women's teams at major tournaments. After 
stabilise the innings against the relentless 

team."Tough luck girls, I know it was not an total of 160 on the board after captain Sophie presenting the medal to Jemimah Rodrigues 
New Zealand bowling attack.

ideal start, it's not the start that we wanted. Devine smashed a 37-ball 56.In response, for her electric presence on the field, Munish 

A New Goal: PR Sreejesh times his 
transition from player to mentor perfectly 

India will bounce back: Fielding coach 
Munish Bali lifts spirits after tough loss

Haryana Election: Manu Bhaker votes for 
first time, sends powerful message to youth

New Delhi Australia cricketers unanimously 
agreed ahead of the upcoming Border-
Gavaskar Trophy that Rishabh Pant was the 
biggest sledger from the Indian team. In a 
hilarious video on Star Sports, Australia 
c r i c k e t e r s  Tr a v i s  H e a d ,  M a r n u s  
Labuschagne and Usman Khawaja called 
Rishabh a funny man and spoke about his 
antics from behind the wicket.Pant, who has 
toured Australia twice for the BGT, will once 
again be in focus later in November when the 
bilateral series begins. The wicketkeeper-
batter has been one of India's biggest match-
winners in the red-ball format and the onus 
will once again be on him to deliver away 
from home.In the Star Sports video, the 
Australian trio chose Pant as the biggest 
sledger from the Indian team and said that 
most of the time, what Pant says does not 
make any sense to them. However, the trio 

agreed that the Indian youngster was always 
funny.BGT 2018-19: Best Sledging 
MomentsIn the same video, Pant clarified 
that he never sledges with a particular 
purpose but does it because he enjoys it. He 
also revealed that during the team's meeting 
with the Australian Prime Minister, even the 
PM recognised him, saying, "You're the one 
who sledges."One of Pant's famous sledges 
came in the 2018-19 BGT, when he took on 
then-Australia captain Tim Paine and 
mocked him by calling him the 'temporary 
captain'."We have got a special guest here. 
Have you heard the word temporary captain 
ever? You [Jadeja] don't need anything to get 
him out. Come on lads. He loves to talk, 
that's the only thing he can do. Only talking 
talking," Pant sledged from behind the 
stumps which was picked up by the stump 
mic.

Rishabh Pant: Australia 
players unanimously 
name 'best sledger' 

from Indian team

New Delhi. In 2017, hockey fans in India were 
given a big jolt when Hockey India decided 
to shut down the Hockey India League. The 
competition, which certainly had its 
inspiration from the famous Indian Premier 
League, started in 2013 and captured the 
imagination of the fans. The Indian team 
stars were rubbing shoulders with some of 
the big names in hockey as they put aside 
their national rivalries for some time and 
came together with the goal of winning the 
HIL title.However, things will come to a halt 
in 2017 for different reasons. While the 
hockey calendar was considered to be the 
main factor for HIL going on a hiatus. The 
arrival of the Hockey Pro League was 
another factor but the financial constraints 
for franchises, according to reports, also 
played a role in the league going away from 
the fans. But now, HIL is back in a new and 
improved avatar. And this time, the women's 
stars will also be back on the turf.

The revamped league was rolled out to the fans 
on October 4, Friday. The eye-catching news 

was the introduction of the Women's HIL, 
which will be simultaneously with the men's 
edition. There are going to be 8 teams in the 
men's one and 6 in the women's edition, 
meaning that the action is going to be 
scintillating.Apart from this, the focus on 
developing young talent will see each team 
have 4 U-21 players in their squad of 24. 
There will be 16 Indian players in each team 
and 8 foreigners. But the biggest factor we 
could see when the announcement was made 
the amount of groundwork which has been 
done by Hockey India before they decided to 
bring back the league from dead.

Learning from the mistakes of the past
While the announcement was being made a 

proud Dilip Tirkey, Hockey India president 
and Bhola Nath Singh, Secretary General, 
revealed how they went to the International 
Hockey Federation (FIH) and blocked in a 
window for the league. FIH would grant the 
wish and gave them the window from 
December 28 to February 5 for the next 10 
years.Apart from this, they have also 
decided to have just 2 cities to host both 
leagues for now.

India would like to forget T20 
World Cup match vs New 

Zealand: Jemimah Rodrigues

South Africa captain Temba 
Bavuma was proud of his team's 
clinical and mature performance 
in the 2nd ODI match vs Ireland. 
South Africa beat Ireland by 
174 runs, courtesy of Tristan 
Stubbs incredible hundred.

Hockey India League 2.0: 
A glorious return after 7 
years with a historic first 

for women

ZParis Olympics double medallist Manu Bhaker 

cast her vote for the first time in the ongoing 

Haryana elections. Bhaker sent a powerful 

message to the youth urging them to vote for 

the future of  the country.

India lost to New Zealand by 58 

runs in their opening match of T20 

World Cup

Fielding coach Munish Bali tried to 

lift the mood in the dressing room

India were bowled out for 102 in 

Dubai
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