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Way behind China in production
pace, warns IAF Chief

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Oct 4: In a blunt assessment vis-à-

vis China, Indian Air Force (IAF) Chief Air
Chief Marshal AP Singh on Friday said
India needed to "catch up" on technology as
on production speed of military equipment
"we are way behind" the neighbour. On the
much-delayed production timelines of the
indigenous fighter jet programme, the
Tejas, the IAF Chief, who was addressing a
press conference ahead of the Air Force
Day (October 8), said Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) needed to
match the promise of making 24 jets every
year. Air Chief Marshal Singh, who took
over as IAF Chief on September 30, said,
“In terms of quality of manpower, we are
way ahead of them. As far as technology is
concerned, we may not be so good, as of
now. We were better than them, we need to
catch up.” On HAL and production of
indigenous jets, he said, “It made a promise that
production rates will be increased to 24 aircraft per
year. If that promise is kept, delays can be caught
up with. HAL has a third production line at Nashik,
which is yet to churn out an aircraft.” On the dwin-

dling fleet of fighter jets, the Chief said, “Our first
aim is not to let aircraft strength remain below 30
(squadrons).” Each squadron has 16-18 jets. The

Cabinet Committee of Security has laid down the
need for 42 squadrons to tackle a simultaneous
two-front threat from China and Pakistan. The IAF
presently has 32 squadrons with several scheduled
to be phased out over the next few years. The IAF
has placed an order with HAL for 83 Tejas Mark-1A

jets. Deliveries were to start in March this year, but
so far, not a single plane has been delivered. On
future production of indigenously designed fighter

jets, he said the force was looking at 97 more
Tejas Mark-1A, and also six-seven squadrons
each of Tejas Mark 2 and Advanced Medium
Combat Aircraft (AMCA). Asked how to pro-
duce so many planes, he said, “Private play-
ers have to come in. I don’t think we can con-
tinue relying only on one agency (HAL) that
may have limitations of doing things in a
specified time frame.” On the future of a
multi-role fighter aircraft (MRFA) pro-
gramme that would plan to make 114 jets
with a foreign partner and India partner JV
producing jets in India, the IAF Chief said, “
We needed the MRFA as of yesterday”. “If
the Tejas Mark 2 gets into production, as
planned, by 2028, and MRFA is signed, we
are not too badly off. If these timelines are
getting pushed, we have to look at alterna-

tives,” he said. On the current situation along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh,
the IAF Chief said, “The situation is the same as it
was a year ago or so.” "The Chinese are creating
infrastructure on their side of the LAC at a rapid
pace.

Amethi Dalit family murder
Opposition slams Yogi Adityanath govt

Naresh Malhotra
Lucknow, Oct 4: Opposition leaders in

Uttar Pradesh on Friday attacked the BJP-led
state government over the law and
order situation in the state, citing mur-
der of four members of a Dalit family,
including two children, inside their
house in Amethi. Sunil Kumar, 35, a gov-
ernment school teacher, his 32-year-old
wife Poonam, and the couple’s two
daughters, Drishti and Suni, were shot
dead in the Ahorwa Bhawani area of
Amethi on Thursday. The brazen wipe-
out of the Dalit family has drawn wide-
spread denunciation of the state govern-
ment. “The incident of the brutal mur-
der of four members of a Dalit family in
Amethi district of UP is extremely sad
and worrying. The government should also
take strict action against the culprits and the
policemen there so that the criminals do not
remain fearless,” Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati said on X in Hindi. UP Congress
president Ajay Rai said the incident shows that
in the poor law and order of the Yogi govern-
ment, a person is not safe even inside the

house  “The rule of law has been destroyed in
the state. The flag of terror of goons, miscre-
ants and criminals is flying high in UP and no
step of the government is visible in the direc-

tion of ending this terror,” Rai said. “The Yogi
government should answer how much worse
will Uttar Pradesh be made now?” he said on
social media. “I am with the victim family in
this hour of sorrow. I demand the immediate
arrest of the criminals guilty of four murders,”
added the former UP minister. Azad Samaj
Party chief Chandra Shekhar Aazad said, “The

incident in Amethi tells that there is no rule of
law in Uttar Pradesh but jungle raj... The mur-
der of the whole family in Amethi district is
the real picture of the law and order of Uttar
Pradesh. “The truth is that there is no guaran-
tee of the life of Dalits in Uttar Pradesh, no
one knows whose turn will come tomorrow,
and the propaganda is that the law and order
is very good,” the Nagina Lok Sabha MP said
in a long Hindi post on X. Aazad said the inci-
dent of the mass murder by barging into their
house is extremely sad and punishable,
besides being a testimony to the fact that the
security of Dalits is in a “pitiable state” and
there is no one to listen to them. “This is
because if the police-administration had acted
on Poonam Bharti’s complaint of molestation
and death threats a month-and-a-half ago, four
lives would not have been lost today,” he
claimed. “The insensitivity of the police-
administration is also responsible for this
mass murder,” he said. Demanding immediate
arrest of the accused, the MP warned to start
a protest in Amethi over any delay. Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had on Thursday
expressed grief over the incident. In a post in
Hindi on X, he said,

Kumari Selja confident of being in running for
Haryana CM after meeting Rahul Gandhi

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Oct 4: Senior Congress

leader and Sirsa MP Kumari Selja
met her party's leadership in Delhi
on Thursday, the last day of cam-
paigning for the Haryana Assembly
election. Congress MP Kumari Selja
on Thursday said the decision on
the party’s chief ministerial candi-
date for Haryana rests with the
party’s high command, hinting that
her name would be among those
considered. Lok Sabha LoP and
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi in a
conversation with party MP Kumari
Selja during a public meeting for the
Haryana Assembly elections.
"There will be some people in the
consideration zone and I think Selja
will be among them," she said in an inter-
view with ANI, adding that the leadership
would take factors like seniority and party
work into account when making the deci-
sion. "It is only for the high command to
answer, and they will have to decide about

the CM candidate... My commitment to
the party has never been in question,"
Selja said, expressing confidence that her

contributions to the party would not be
overlooked. Selja, a senior Congress
leader and MP from Sirsa, had been
largely absent from the party's campaign
in recent days, instead focusing on her
Lok Sabha constituency. She met her
party's leadership in Delhi on Thursday,

the last day of campaigning for the
Haryana Assembly election. This fol-
lowed reports suggesting she was "upset"

with the handling of party affairs
in Haryana. "I met Rahul Gandhi
yesterday, not Sonia Gandhi...
Elections are here, so discus-
sions related to the polls, about
the state – a lot of things are dis-
cussed," she said. Selja down-
played speculation surrounding
her absence from the campaign,
asserting that the Congress was
well-positioned for the upcoming
polls. “A lot of hard work went in,
Rahul Gandhi himself worked
hard. Priyanka Gandhi also came
here, the Congress president
also came here. What started

with the Yatra of Rahul Gandhi made a lot
of difference in the state. An atmosphere
has set in, in the state,” she said. The BJP
is seeking a third consecutive term in
power in Haryana, while Congress is hop-
ing for a comeback after being out of
power since 2014. 

Supreme Court junks review petitions against SC/ST subclassification verdict
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Oct 4: The review petitions,
considered in chambers by a seven-judge
bench led by CJI Dhananjaya Y
Chandrachud, were dismissed as the bench
found “no error apparent on the face of
the record” The Supreme Court has
rejected a set of review petitions challeng-
ing its August 1 decision that allowed sub-
classifications within Scheduled Castes
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) for
preferential reservations. The review
petitions, considered in chambers by a
seven-judge bench led by Chief Justice of
India Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud, were
dismissed as the bench found “no error
apparent on the face of the record.”
“Having perused the review petitions,
there is no error apparent on the face of
the record. No case for review has been
established. The review petitions are, there-
fore, dismissed,” stated the court order. In a
brief order, the bench, which included jus-
tices Bhushan R Gavai, Vikram Nath, Bela

M Trivedi, Pankaj Mithal, Manoj Misra and
Satish Chandra Sharma, concluded that
none of the petitions provided sufficient
grounds for reconsideration. While the
batch of review petitions were considered
on September 24, the court order was

released on Friday. The review petitioners
included several persons and organisations,
including All Peoples Party leader Thumati
Ravi, lawyer Jaishri Patil, Samvidhan
Bachao Trust, Dr BR Ambedkar Global

Mission, All India SC/ST Railways
Employee Association and National
Federation of Dalit and Adivasi
Organisation. On August 1, the Constitution
bench of the Supreme Court delivered a 6-1
majority ruling, empowering state govern-

ments to create sub-classifications
within SCs and STs for preferential
reservations, provided these deci-
sions are based on empirical evi-
dence and rational criteria. The
majority ruling overturned the
2004 EV Chinnaiah case, which
had held that sub-classification
within SC/STs was impermissible,
treating these groups as homoge-
neous classes. Justice Trivedi was
the sole dissenter on the bench. By
allowing subclassification, the top
court apparently opened the door

for states to identify and provide targeted
benefits to the most disadvantaged sub-
groups within the broader SC/ST cate-
gories, provided they base their decisions
on empirical evidence and rational criteria.

In a significant departure, the majority also
supported the idea of excluding the
“creamy layer” from SC/ST reservations, a
concept previously applied only to OBCs.
Authoring a separate judgment, justice BR
Gavai, supported by CJI Chandrachud and
others, emphasised, “The State must evolve
a policy for identifying the creamy layer
even within SCs and STs to achieve true
equality as enshrined under the
Constitution.” The majority ruling acknowl-
edged the social and economic diversity
within SC/ST communities and allowed
states to provide targeted benefits to the
most disadvantaged subgroups, thereby
promoting a more equitable distribution of
affirmative action. Marking a significant
shift in the landscape of reservation policies
in India, the court held that the SC/ST com-
munities are “not homogenous” but are a
“socially heterogenous class” and that there
are varying degrees of backwardness with-
in these groups that ought to be addressed
by the State for the fulfilment of the consti-
tutional goal of social equality.

EAM Jaishankar to lead Indian
delegation to SCO Summit in Islamabad

ST Correspondent
New Delhi, Oct 4: External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar will lead an Indian delegation to Islamabad,
Pakistan, for the SCO (Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation) Summit on October 15 and 16, marking
the first high-level visit from India to Pakistan in sever-
al years. Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal confirmed on Friday that Jaishankar
will head the
Indian delega-
tion to the SCO
Heads of
G o v e r n m e n t
meeting. SCO is
a multilateral
body that
includes Russia
and China as
members, with
Pakistan hosting
this year’s sum-
mit. When asked if Jaishankar would meet his Pakistani
counterpart, Jaiswal said he could not comment at this
time. “The visit is specifically for the SCO meeting,” he
added. Regarding a potential meeting with Pakistani
officials, Jaiswal stated that, so far, the minister’s travel
plans are limited to the SCO summit. “If there are any
developments, we will let you know,” he said.

No toilet tax in Himachal,
clarifies CM Sukhu

Shimla, Oct 4: Interacting with the media in New
Delhi on Friday, he said such claims are baseless and
should not be used for political purposes. He said, “In light
of the Haryana elections, the BJP is either playing the reli-

gion card or rais-
ing the toilet tax
issue. No one
should try to
politicise issues
purely for politi-
cal gains, espe-
cially when the
allegations are far
from reality,” he
said. Sukhu said
that prior to the

Vidhan Sabha elections in 2022, the then BJP government
had introduced sops worth Rs 5,000 crore, including pro-
vision of free water (in rural areas) in a bid to get votes.
Despite these measures, the people of the state voted in
favour of the Congress, he added. He said free water was
being provided to even five-star hotels, adding that the cur-
rent government had taken steps to rationalise the water
subsidy and decided to impose minimal charges of Rs 100
per connection per month in rural areas.

Corruption at its peak in
Himachal Pradesh

Hamirpur, Oct 4: Corruption is at its peak in
Himachal Pradesh and the state government is
dependent on the Centre’s aid for running its
petty affairs, said JP Nadda, while addressing
BJP workers at Bilaspur today. He said the situa-
tion was so miserable that the state had imposed
a toilet tax in the state, adding that the tax had
lowered the dignity of the state in the country.
Nadda said Congress always played the cards of
caste, religion and division of society to meets its
political interests. He said Congress was synony-
mous to ‘anti-national’. Nadda claimed it was only
the BJP government, led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, that had brought development
to the state. He said projects, including four-lane
highways, tunnels and over 93,000 houses for
the homeless were introduced by the BJP gov-
ernment and they had brought prosperity to the
state. Elaborating further he said other develop-
ment works in the state were also carried out
under the BJP’s regime, including building
AIIMS-Bilaspur, three medical collages at
Hamirpur, Chamba and Nahan, a super specialty
hospital and cancer hospital in Shimla and a
hydro engineering college in Bilaspur etc. A
bridge, the foundation stone for which was laid
by former PM Indira Gandhi, was constructed
by BJP leader and former CM Prem Kumar
Dhumal after over 25 years, he said. 

Sanjay Kumar
Abohar, Oct 4: After inaugurat-

ing Brahma Kumaris’ global sum-
mit at Shantivan in Abu Road on
Friday, President Droupadi Murmu

spoke about world peace and global
warming. The President said since
there was unrest in many parts of
the world and human values were
declining the importance of peace
and unity was ever-increasing. She
said, “Peace lies not only outside
but deep within our mind.
Disregarding spiritual values and
adopting the path of materialistic
tendencies ultimately proves disas-
trous.” Elaborating, she said spiritu-

ality did not mean being religious or
renouncing worldly work. It meant
recognising one’s inner strength
and bringing purity in one’s behav-
ior and thoughts. She said a pure

conscience resided
only in a clean and
healthy body, empha-
sising the importance
of keeping one’s
thoughts and actions
clean, too. Murmu
said India had been
guiding the world in
the spiritual field
since ancient times.
She said the world
was struggling with
global warming and

environmental problems and peo-
ple needed to make ef forts to pre-
serve the planet. She informed
the audience that she had planted
a sapling at the Man Sarovar com-
plex and exhorted everybody to
plant a tree each year in the name
of their mother or on their bir th-
day. The President was welcomed
by Brahma Kumaris’ chief Dadi
Ratanmohini who also shared the
dais. 

President Murmu inaugurates Brahma Kumaris’
global summit, shares concern over world peace

New Delhi, Oct 4: The ruling BJP is
battling an anti-incumbency, having been
in power in the state for the past 10 years.
Haryana, where the BJP has been in power
since October 2014, will vote in a single
phase on Saturday. After voting concludes
in the evening, news channels will come
out with the results of exit polls conducted
for them by professional pollsters to proj-
ect the likely outcome and which party
could win how many seats. Gurugram,
India-October 04, 2024: Polling officials
going to vote booth after collect electronic
voting machines (EVM) and other elec-
tion-related material on the eve of Haryana
assembly elections at Government Girls
College near ITI, in Gurugram, India, on
Friday, 04 October 2024. (Photo by
Parveen Kumar/Hindustan Times)
Gurugram, India-October 04, 2024: Polling
officials going to vote booth after collect
electronic voting machines (EVM) and
other election-related material on the eve
of Haryana assembly elections at
Government Girls College near ITI, in
Gurugram, India, on Friday, 04 October
2024. (Photo by Parveen
Kumar/Hindustan Times) More than 2.03
crore electors are eligible to vote in the

election, in which as many as 1031 candi-
dates, including 101 women, are in the fray
for total 90 seats of the Haryana legislative
assembly. It is a poll of voters taken imme-
diately after they exit the polling booth;
therefore, the name ‘exit poll.’ People are
asked who they voted for and projections
are prepared on the basis of responses. A
similar exercise is the opinion poll, con-
ducted months or days before the election
day. Here, people are asked who they
intend to vote for. Opinion polls cannot be
conducted after the schedule of an election
is announced. This is to ensure an individ-
ual's choice of candidate is not influenced.
On the election day, voting will be held
from 7am to 6pm. From 7pm onwards,
news channels will begin releasing their
respective exit poll projections. You can
watch these on TV or follow the exit poll
blog of hindustantimes.com for live
updates. It is possible for an exit poll to go
wrong as voters may not have been truth-
ful in revealing who they voted for. For
example, for the 2024 Lok Sabha elections,
nearly every agency predicted well over
350 seats for the BJP-led ruling NDA.
However, the NDA won 293 seats, includ-
ing 240 by the BJP.

Haryana assembly election today
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minister Yogi Adityanath in Jan Noida. UP govt has allotted Rs 892.7 
2019, initial work started with crore and given its go ahead for work 
funds from Noida Authority. Its to resume on the long-delayed Chilla 
progress, however, was hindered elevated road that will connect 
by delays in the release of funds Mayur Vihar in Delhi with the 
from PWD, the rerouting of a Mahamaya Flyover in Noida.The 
GAIL pipeline and complications budget was approved during a high-
related to additional construction l e v e l  m e e t i n g  l e d  b y  t h e  
work.The Covid pandemic then infrastructure and industr ial  
slammed the brakes on the development commissioner during a 
project in March 2020. So far, meeting on Tuesday. The amount, after getting a "formal approval" 

only 13% of the project is ready, with however, is significantly lower than from Noida Authority."Once we get 
Noida Authority having disbursed Rs Rs 937.9 crore that was sought by UP the approval, a letter of award will be 
79 crore.The elevated road, 5.9km State Bridge Corporation Ltd issued to the contractor to start 
long with six lanes, is expected to (UPSBCL), the agency responsible work," he told TOI.Conceived in 
become a vital connector for for construction."The work is likely 2012 to alleviate traffic congestion 
commuters travelling between Delhi to resume in a month. We are between Noida and Delhi, the Chilla 
and Noida. In June last year, the state preparing a report for the state govt's elevated road project has faced 
cabinet sanctioned Rs 787 crore for expenditure finance committee. That numerous setbacks. Being on the 
the project, sharing the cost equally would be done soon," Noida backburner for the next six years, it 
with the Authority.In Oct 2023, the Authority CEO Lokesh M said.In was only in 2018 that the project got 
bridge corporation raised a request to June, the bridge corporation selected an approval from Delhi govt.The 
increase the budget to Rs 940 crore, Panchkula-based MG Contractors to Authority had set an initial budget of 
pointing out that the tender amount of execute the project.On Tuesday, its Rs 605.3 crore, and planned to share 
Rs 787 crore was based on 2018 joint managing director, Sandeep it with the state govt.After the 
market rates. Gupta, said work would start only foundation stone was laid by chief 

Act against illegal dyeing 
units: NGT to pollution board

UP approves new budget, work on 
Chilla elevated road set to resume

anti-incumbency BJP is facing. Which is congestion and poor condition of roads as Gurgaon. A BJP heavyweight out to make a 
also why his two principal rivals see wind the most pressing issues in the statement after a spell in wilderness, the 
in their sails. Kumudini Daultabad (44), constituency. "Many roads are in wife of the popular local MLA looking to 
widow of Rakesh Daulatabad who died of disrepair, and the newly developed step into his shoes after his death, and the 
a heart attack during the Lak Sabha sectors lack proper infrastructure. The oldest political party being represented by 
election earlier this year, is contesting as Bandhwari landfill has become a a debutant. One of the marquee battles of 
an Independent, hoping Rakesh's significant environmental hazard, and its the state election has primed up to its 
goodwill will translate into votes that will mismanagement has caused concern current stature in unexpected ways.
kickstart a political career for her. among residents," he said.Kumudini has Badshapur is always a prestige fight, as a 

released her own manifesto for the Vardhan Yadav (33) has found his feet constituency that straddles most of 
constituency. Key points in it are quickly, establishing a connection with Gurgaon's urban area and the city's MNC 
resolution of disputes on 24-metre the younger voter as he talks jobs and hub. With 5.2 lakh registered voters, it is 
(internal) roads, managing traffic, law accountability.What's common among the state's largest constituency by 
and order and electricity, empowerment the  cand ida tes  i s  p romises  o f  electorate size and area. But it's also 
of RWAs, better sewage and stormwater infrastructure development. Badshapur challenging because of the diversity of the 
drains and steps to bring relief to contributes the most to the state electorate, from new residents of the city 
homebuyers.In addition to this, she has exchequer as it is a bustling corporate who bring in different aspirations to the at which the population has grown. 
also promised to take up the toll plaza's hub. An increase in flow of business and population living here much longer, "Development can only be achieved when 
removal, which resonates with people capital has gone hand-in-hand with an settled largely in old Gurgaon and urban the leadership is strong," he said, adding 
living in the new sectors as they are forced influx of new residents who have added to villages that abut the sectors.In this mix is that he could guarantee voters he would 
to pay a toll for driving from one point in the demographic mix of the constituency veteran Rao Narbir Singh (62), the ensure more infrastructure development 
the city to another. "We have been that otherwise has the Ahir, followed by candidate who knows these intricacies work is carried out in Gurgaon than 
working in the constituency for years and Jat and Gujjar as most dominant best. For Narbir, who was the local MLA during 2014-2019 when he was a minister 
we know the needs of the area. We have a communities.Bad roads, poor garbage from 2014-19 but overlooked for a ticket in the first Manohar Lal Khattar regime.
plan for every problem faced by the disposal and choked drains – problems by BJP in the last assembly polls, this is a "Highrise buildings and new sectors have 
constituency's residents," she said.After that people here live with round the year – bit of a grudge match, too, against been built here but the basic facilities that 
2008, when the constituency came into have all found mention in the campaign.detractors rather than political rivals. support everyday life — from roads to 
existence, Congress and BJP won it once Narbir conceded that the pace of With all his experience, though, three-time drainage systems — are missing," Yadav 
each, in 2009 and 2014, respectively.development has not kept up with the rate MLA Narbir still has to contend with the said. He highlighted waterlogging, traffic 

In biggest seat, prestige fight as 
veteran takes on two debutants

Gurgaon. Taking suo motu cognizance on Oct 16. due to their high pollution levels, and 
of a TOI report that dyeing units were these units are not authorised to operate "The HSPCB is now tasked with 
operating illegally in the city, the outside industrial areas. However, they surveying and taking action against 
National Green Tribunal (NGT) last are found in proximity to residential these illicit units. The aforementioned 
month directed Haryana State areas, schools, and even the under-news item indicates a violation of the 
Pollution Control Board (HSPCB) to construction Sheetla Mata Medical provisions of the Water (Prevention 
carry out a survey and take action College and Hospital. Residents have and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, 
accordingly.The NGT bench of long expressed grievances about the and the Environment (Protection) Act, 
chairperson Prakash Shrivastava, malodorous, discoloured water in the 1986," it said.TOI reported on Aug 22 
judicial member Arun Kumar Taygi drain, which changes hue depending that several dyeing units were 
and expert member Dr A Senthil Vel on on the dyes used. officially closed, but continued to 
Sept 13 noted that the TOI report, titled operate, specifically in Sector 103, This pollution has rendered the lives of 
‘Dead units on paper, but still dyeing', Basai and Sector 36.Regulations locals miserable, causing health issues 
raised "substantial issues" on dictate that only treated industrial such as asthma and skin rashes," the 
compliance with environmental waste can be released into the drain. order said.The bench went on to cite 
norms. But these units, which appear to be the article for effects of exposure to 

The bench also issued notices to Union abandoned plots or warehouses, heavy metals that are present in denim 
environment ministry,  Central surreptitiously continue dyeing denims dyes, and previous orders to four 
Pollution Control Board, HSPCB and and hanging them out to dry."The Haryana districts — Gurgaon, 
Gurgaon DC to submit their responses article underscores that dyeing units Faridabad, Sonipat and Jhajjar — for 
at least a week before the next hearing are also categorised as ‘red' industries surveying and inspecting dyeing units.

Students pose job question to netas before Haryana 
polls: When you want job security, why not us

problems are leading to brain the same, shallow promises. Rohtak. "Most of India's politicians are old 
drain. Many of our peers are going Eventually, they support their own and unwilling to let go of their jobs. When 
abroad," he said. people – their friends and families," they want job security at an old age, why 

Rathee's classmate Parmeet Siwach a 21-year-old, who wants to vote should youngsters be deprived of it," asks 
said the state's unemployment NOTA (none of the above), said.In a student of Maharshi Dayanand 
problem was evident in job its manifesto, BJP has promised University here.
fairs."Recently, there was a job fair jobs to 2 lakh youngsters and other It's a typical college weekday. Students in 
for blue-collar jobs in Iran. work opportunities for 5 lakh groups of three or four are scattered near 
Students are even ready to take up people, apart from a monthly the canteen, or outside their hostels after 
such jobs. What option do they stipend for participating in an classes are done for the day. Though the 
have?" Siwach asked.Data backs apprenticeship scheme.Congress, university doesn't have its own students' 
students' concerns. According to too, has promised to give 2 lakh union, there's plenty of chatter about the 
the central govt's Periodic Labour permanent jobs to youngsters in the Oct 5 polls.Unemployment, it appears, is 
Force Survey (PLFS), Haryana state. And the JJP-Aazad Samaj the main topic of discussion at one of 
consistently ranks among states Party alliance has vowed to give Rs Haryana board exams that were cancelled Haryana's most coveted universities.
with the highest unemployment rates, 11 ,000  month ly  a l lowance  for  last year after a paper leak.Himanshu "Finding a job is difficult – sab kuch 
par t icular ly  among youngsters .  unemployed youth, extra weightage to Sharma, of Sonipat, added that govt sifarish se hota hai (everything happens 
Joblessness among those in the 15-29 age students from rural areas in jobs and funds weren't being used properly. "So through recommendation). During 
group rose from 9.5% in Jan-Mar 2024 to education and govt jobs for women.At much still happens under the table. campus placements, it's like they already 
11.2% in April-June quarter in urban MDU, some women students said they Students suffer because there are no have a list of names for companies to hire. 
areas  of  the  s ta te ,  PLFS data  weren't optimistic.facilities for us," he said.Another student, Things are slightly better now, though it's 
showed.Lakshay Kumar, a 23-year-old Tamanna Yadav, a 22-year-old commerce a 23-year-old first-time voter from not just about caste anymore," a former 
MDU student from Bahadurgarh, said he student, said there wasn't any job security Jhajjar, said education was getting more MDU student said while visiting the 
has been looking out for openings in the in private firms."We aren't able to sustain expensive, but people from rural areas university for some work.Rohit Rathee, a 
public sector."I want a govt job. But there ourselves. Saving is a far-fetched dream. were finding it more difficult to land any Gurgaon resident who is studying library 
are no vacancies. Govt should change its All parties are the same. If some new jobs.Many youngsters, when asked about sciences at MDU, said govt was 
policies. Exams get cancelled at the last faces come up, maybe I'll think about parties' poll promises for Haryana, said recruiting employees.Vacancies exist, 
moment…" he said, referring to the voting. Else no," Yadav said.all of them were the same."They are all but no appointments are made. Such 

Campaign comes to close 
with road shows, padyatras

Gurgaon.Wrapping up their campaign for the 
Oct 5 polls, candidates across the four 
assembly seats in Gurgaon district held 
roadshows, padyatras, nukkad sabhas and 
went door-to-door to voters on Thursday.

Former minister and BJP's Badshapur 
candidate Rao Narbir Singh held a roadshow 
that covered Badshapur and Farrukhnagar. 
Addressing voters, Narbir Singh said the 
constituency witnessed development when he 
was elected as an MLA in 2014. The area 
lagged in development because of wrong 
candidate selection the last five years, he said. 
"Lotus will bloom on all four seats in 
Gurgaon. And the coming govt will be of 
BJP," Narbir Singh said.

He went on to urge voters to support BJP. "It's 
the era of social media. Everyone should 
promote BJP as much as possible through 
social media till voting takes place," he said. 
The Badshapur assembly seat was won by 
Independent MLA Rakesh Daultabad in 
2019. His wife, Kumudini, is contesting from 
the seat, which was left vacant after the MLA 
died of an ailment earlier this year.

Up against Narbir Singh is Congress's Vardhan 
Yadav.

On Thursday, Yadav said at a roadshow that he 
was confident people will vote for Congress 
as BJP is grappling to counter anti-
incumbency. In the Gurgaon assembly seat, 
Congress's Mohit Grover held roadshows and 
said voters were fed up with BJP's 
governance over the past decade. "They have 
hope only in Congress. The clear reason for 
this is the potential formation of a Congress 
govt in the state, and local voters have always 
aligned with the ruling power… This election 
is one of change in Gurgaon," Grover 
said.BJP rebel Naveen Goyal, who decided to 
contest as an Independent candidate after 
being denied a ticket from the party, led a 
roadshow in Old Gurgaon on Thursday.Not 
too far from Goyal's contingent was BJP's 
candidate, wrestler-turned-politician Mukesh 
Sharma, who held a series of meetings and a 
roadshow in Old Gurgaon too. Criticising 
Congress for its policy of "divide and rule, 
Sharma said he had the support of 36 
communities BJP believes in the principles of 
"vasudhaiva kutumbakam (the world is our 
home)", he added. Sharma alleged that the 
opposition parties were trying to buy votes. 
"Can anyone buy your self-respect," he asked.

News box

NEW DELHI: Pollution levels in Delhi have risen with 
the retreat of the monsoon season. The city's average 
Air Quality Index (AQI) was recorded at 166 over the 
past 24 hours, indicating poor air quality. Areas such as 
Anand Vihar, Mundka, Loni, and the Delhi Institute of 
Tool Engineering reported high AQI levels of 231, 273, 
201, and 243 respectively, marking them as unhealthy 
and hazardous.The PM2.5 concentration in Delhi is 
currently 5.5 times higher than the World Health 
Organization's recommended limit for a 24-hour 
period.Nearby regions are also experiencing increased 
pollution. Ghaziabad reported an AQI of 171, while 
Meerut and Noida both recorded an AQI of 184.

In response to the rising pollution, Shiromani Akali Dal 
leader Daljit Singh Cheema urged the Supreme Court 
to take action against Punjab and Haryana. "I appeal to 
the Supreme Court to take action against them...then 
they will start acting on it... every time they can't blame 
farmers, they have to provide farmers with adequate 
facilities," Cheema stated.

The Supreme Court has criticized the Commission for 
Air Quality Management (CAQM) for inadequate 
efforts. "From the affidavit of compliance we find that 
no effort is being made by CAQM for implementation 
of its directions, not a single prosecution has been 
initiated and the last meeting was only held on August 
29," the court observed.The Supreme Court has 
directed Punjab and Haryana to comply with CAQM's 
directions and submit an affidavit within a week. The 
case will be heard again on October 16.

Delhi AQI rises post-
monsoon; average 166 AQI 
recorded, several areas 
breach 200 mark

Gurgaon: A man and his son were arrested at Shyam 
Chowk for allegedly bludgeoning their neighbour to 
death in a lane near their home in Dhankot after he 
refused to sell a portion of his land to them, a police 
official said on Thursday.The accused, Anil, a 40-year-
old private worker with a criminal record, and his 19-
year-old son, Akash, a housekeeping worker at a private 
firm, admitted during interrogation that they had asked 
the 48-year-old victim, Shashikant, a labourer, to sell 
part of his land."The accused said that their house was 
located behind Shashikant's residence, and they wanted 
to buy part of his land to widen the narrow three-foot 
passage connecting their house to the lane. When 
Shashikant refused, they called him to an open area near 
their homes and attacked him with sticks. After 
bludgeoning Shashikant in the lane, they fled the 
scene," said the police official.At 6 am on Wednesday, 
the Dhankot police post was alerted to a body lying on 
the road in Dhankot. "A police team, along with forensic 
experts, was sent to the crime scene," added the official.

Based on a complaint lodged by the deceased's brother, 
Ramchandar, an FIR under Section 103(1) (murder) of 
the BNS was registered at Rajendra Park police station.

"Anil called my brother outside the house on Tuesday at 
11.45 pm, after which they murdered him," 
Ramchandar said in his complaint.

Ghaziabad. A 35-year-old man was found hanging from 
a tree near Vasundhara Farm in Sector 8 on Thursday 
morning.Police identified the deceased as Sandeep 
Singh, who lived with his wife and seven-year-old 
daughter in a rented flat at Swarn Ganga Apartments in 
Vasundhara. Sandeep was a manager at an IT company 
in Gurgaon.Around 9 am, the Indirapuram police 
station was alerted about the body. "Police, along with 
a forensic team and a dog squad, were dispatched to the 
scene. The body was sent for autopsy, with the results 
still pending. We suspect Sandeep had an argument 
with his wife, but no suicide note was found in his 
possession," said Swatantra Singh, ACP of 
Indirapuram.The man was identified after police 
scanned his mobile phone. "His family has been 
notified, and a team was sent to his apartment for 
further investigation," said ACP Singh.

IT firm manager (35) hangs 
self  from tree after ‘spat 
with wife’

Man refuses to sell his plot, 
bludgeoned to death; 2 held

Agra teacher dies after 
fraudsters claim daughter 
involved in 'sex scandal'
Agra: A government school teacher in Agra died from a 

cardiac arrest after receiving a threatening call from 
cyber fraudsters, her family reported on Thursday.

The incident occurred on September 30 when the 
fraudsters demanded Rs 1 lakh, claiming her daughter 
was involved in a sex scandal.Deepanshu Rajput, the 
deceased's son, said his mother, Malti Verma, aged 58, 
received a WhatsApp call at noon from someone 
posing as a police inspector. "Mother Malti Verma (58) 
was a government teacher at a Junior High School in 
Achhnera in Agra. On September 30, she got a 

WhatsApp call at 12 
pm in which they said 
that her daughter was 
caught  in  a  sex  
scandal and began 
threatening her for the 
future consequences 
of  reveal ing her  
daughter's identity," 

Rajput said.
Rajput explained that when he checked the phone 

number, he realized it was a fraud call and informed his 
mother. "After that, I also talked to my sister and found 
everything normal. I asked my mother not to worry 
because she was a victim of cyber fraud, but she could 
not control her tension and her health deteriorated after 
that call," he added.Upon returning home from school, 
Verma experienced chest pain and anxiety. Her 
condition worsened, and she was taken to a hospital 
where she was declared dead due to cardiac arrest.

Anandveer Singh, the in-charge of Jagdishpura police 
station, confirmed the receipt of a complaint from the 
family. "We have received a complaint in this case from 
the family. Action will be taken accordingly," Singh 
said.

New Delhi, Saturday, 5 October 2024

Supreme Court orders fresh
investigation, forms 5-member SIT

New Delhi, Oct 4: Tirupati laddu row: The Supreme
Court, hearing the matter, said the SIT will consist of
officers of the CBI, Andhra Pradesh Police and the
FSSAI. Tirupati laddu case hearing: The Supreme
Court on Friday ordered a fresh investigation into the
Tirupati laddu row and constituted a new five-member
Special Investigation Team (SIT). The SIT will consist
of officers of the Central Bureau of Investigation,
Andhra Pradesh Police and the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). There will be two
members from the CBI, two members from Andhra
Pradesh Police and one from the FSSAI. The Supreme
Court also said the SIT probe will be monitored by the
CBI director. Observing that it will not allow the court to
be used as a “political battleground”, a bench of Justices
BR Gavai and KV Viswanathan passed the order on a
batch of petitions, including those seeking a court-mon-
itored probe into the mat-
ter. “We don't want this to
turn into a political
drama,” the bench
observed. Solicitor gener-
al Tushar Mehta told the
bench that if there was
any element of truth in
the allegations, it was
unacceptable.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
MANISH KUMAR S/O KANCHHID
SINGH R/O D – 55, KHAJURI KHAS,
GOKUL PURI, TUKHMIR PUR,
NORTH EAST DELHI - 110094,
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as MANISH in my
minor Son namely DARSHIT PAL aged
14 years in his School record. The actu-
al name of mine is MANISH KUMAR.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Mr. Sunil Kumar &
Mrs. Suman Bala is purchasing the
Entire First Floor without Roof Rights
of Property bearing No.110 , area
measuring 100 Sq.Yds , situated at
Bharat Nagar, Delhi from Arvind Kumar
and Pooja Sethi, Sh. Ajay Kumar Sethi
who are owner of the property by the
virtue of Sale Deed dated 04.12.2008
registered as doc no. 14304 and
intend to get the financial assistance
from Piramal Capital & Housing
Finance Limited will provide the finan-
cial assistance . If any person(s)
/Institution has/have any objection(s)
or claim(s) with respect to the right, title
or interest in the said property may
please contact us within 07 days from
the date of this notice on the address
mentioned herein below, failing which
my client(s) shall not be held responsi-
ble in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan and Khaitan
A-38, Kailash Colony,

New Delhi-110048, 
Ph. No: 011-49774545

NAME CHANGE
I,  SMT PAPIYA MONDAL wife of NO-
17003025W NK SAJAL BISWAS
Presently residing at VILL-NUTAN-
GRAM, PO- BIPRANANDIGRAM,
DIST-BIRBHUM, WEST BENGAL, PIN-
731219have changed my name from
SMT PAPIYA MONDAL to PAPIYA
BISWAS for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 04/10/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I SAMSHAD S/O MOHD. LATIF KHAN,
R/O H. NO. -B377/1 GALI NO.
5,MADANPUR KHADAR EXT. SARITA
VIHAR, DELHI 110076,HAVE CHANGE
MY NAME TO SHAMSHAD ALI FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSE, ALSO
CHANGE MY WIFE NAME GULZARI
TO GULJARA, AND MY MINOR SON
NAME FROM ASAD TO ASAD ALI,
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Udit S/O: Digamber
Bhusawale, R/O  House No-455, Street
No-4A, Darshan Vihar, Burari, PO:Burari,
DIST: North Delhi, Delhi - 110084, have
changed my name and shall hereafter be
known as UDIT BHUSAWALE.

NAME CHANGE
I, Sujata Dhalla W/o Ravinder Kumar
Dhalla R/o 11/49 B Tilak Nagar,West
Delhi,Delhi-110018 Have Changed My
Name To Sujata For All Future Purpose

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform to the public at large that
Mr. Nepal Singh who is intending to
purchase the Property no. B-1/2-A,
measuring 30 Sq. Yards, Khasra
No.83, Gali No.3, Arjun Mohalla,
Maujpur, Shahdara, Delhi-110053, from
Mrs. Pushpa Sharma who became
owner vide Sale Deed dated
12.06.2018 executed by Mrs. Sangeeta
Garg (Vide Doc. No.3424) and same to
be finance & mortgage by Hinduja
Housing Finance Ltd., having its
Branch at I.P. Extension, New Delhi.
That, Original's Regd. GPA,
Agreement, WILL dated 23.07.1999
executed by Mr. Sohan Lal & Mr. Ved
Prakash in favour of Mrs. Usha and
Original's Agreement & WILL dated
22.01.2000 executed by Mrs. Usha in
favour of Mr. Navneet Kumar has
lost/misplaced. So, to comply the
requirements of BANK/NBFC, we give
this public notice that if any Person hav-
ing any type of claim /right/title/inter-
est/creating mortgage over the said
property, may inform in writing, at the
address mentioned below, about his
objections, within 7 days from today,
failing which it shall be presumed that
the said property is free from all type of
Encumbrances, lien etc.

Advocate Abhishek Singh
A-2/367, Nand Nagri, 

Near GTB Enclave,
SDM Court Nand Nagri, 

Delhi-110093 
Mobile: 7706007066

Email: advabhisingh1993@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
The general public is hereby informed
that Mr. Dinesh Yadav is the owner of
Entire Left Hand Side Portion,
Property bearing Plot No. RZ-C-
3/193, area admeasuring 63 Sq. Yds.,
total land area admeasuring 125 Sq.
Yds., out of Khasra No.15/2, situated
in the area of Village Mirzapur, colony
known as Mahavir Enclave, New
Delhi 110045. Mr. Hoshiar Singh was
the initial owner. He transferred the
said property to Mr. Hira Lal through a
GPA, ATS, and Will dated 23.07.1985.
Thereafter, Mr. Hira Lal transferred
the said property to Mr. Kana Ram
through a GPA, ATS, and Will dated
06.03.1986. Mr. Kana Ram passed
away, leaving behind legal heirs: (1)
Mr. Tilak Raj, (2) Mr. Hans Raj, (3) Mr.
Rattan Lal, (4) Mr. Om Prakash, and
(5) Mrs. Soni Devi. The legal heirs
subsequently released their shares in
favor of Mrs. Soni Devi through a
Relinquishment Deed dated
16.07.2019. Mrs. Soni Devi then sold
the property to Mr. Dinesh Yadav and
Mr. Daya Ram Panwar through a Sale
Deed dated 03.09.2019. Mr. Daya
Ram Panwar subsequently released
his 1/2 undivided share of the said
property in favor of Mr. Dinesh Yadav
through a Release Deed dated
25.05.2022. Please note that the
chain documents, including the Death
and Survival Certificate in the name of
the Late Mr. Kana Ram, are not avail-
able. The property is to be financed by
Hinduja Housing Finance Ltd., Branch
Nagloi, New Delhi. Any person(s)
found in possession of aforesaid prop-
erty and any objection, then kindly
contact the undersigned along with
original property document, within 07
days from date of this notice on below
address, failing which, the claim as
per aforesaid sale deed shall be treat-
ed as null and void in respect of the
subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.

NAME CHANGE
I, JALEA SINGH son of JC-491849N
Rank-SUB Name-KIRAN PAL SINGH
R/O VILL-KURANA, TEH-KHANDERA,
DIST-ALIGARH, UTTAR PRADESH-
202137 have changed my name from
JALEA SINGH to JALAI SINGH for all
future purposes, in my son’s service
record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/07/1942 instead of my cor-
rect date of birth as 01/01/1936 Vide
Affidavit dated 25/09/2024 before Notary
Public Uttar Pradesh.

NAME CHANGE
I, CHANCHAL wife of Shri RAJ KUMAR,
residing at B-222, Ground Floor, Street
No.1, Main Market, Badarpur, VTC:
Badarpur, PO: Badarpur, District: South
Delhi, State: Delhi, PIN Code:110044,
have changed the name of my minor
daughter AKANKSHA KASHYAP aged
14 years and she shall hereafter be
known as AKANKSHA. It is certified that
I have complied with other legal require-
ments in this connection. 

NAME CHANGE
I, RUKSANAW/O MOHD JAVED residing
at H.NO-E-15, PARWANA ROAD, NEW
GOVIND PURA, KRISHNA NAGAR,
DELHI 110051 have changed my name to
RUKHSANA for all future purposes.

DISOWNING DEED
This deed of disowning made on this
18.09.2024 by us, I, Parmeshwari w/o
Late. Basant R/o 6A, Puran Nagar,
Near Arya Samaj Mandir, Palam Colony
Raj Nagar Part-1, Palam Village, South
West Delhi, Delhi-110045. Whereas, I
absolute owner of above said property
& I have three children's below mention
:-Sandeep Bhardwaj, Pradeep
Bhardwaj & Soniya Bhardwaj. I evict my
son namely Sandeep Bhardwaj (aged
35 years), with wife Jyoti Sharma from
movable and Immovable Property,
Because his wife keeps having domes-
tic disputes in the house every day. I
have grown old now and I can no longer
bear the daily committing act against
the social norms ours family further.Jyoti
Bhardwaj (W/o Sandeep Bhadwaj),
Always threatens and scares me when
my son goes to office. She said "I will kill
you by throwing from the stairs", Now I
feel scared. For this reason I evict
Sandeep Bhardwaj & his wife Jyoti
Bhardwaj from the property and I don't
want to create a rift in the husband-wife
relationship. That we disown our above
named son, Sandeep Bhardwaj & his
wife Jyoti Bhardwaj from our inheritance
absolutely and for ever in respect of our
all moveable and immoveable proper-
ties. We are not responsible for her any
act or deed if any illegally or unlawfully
committed by him.That we have execut-
ed this deed of our free will, wish and
desire without any influence or coercion.

SANKALP JURIS LAW FIRM
SUDHANSHU M. KUMAR,

(Advocate)
Mobile No: 9650815531

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our clients Mr.
Jitender S/o Mr. Suresh Chand is
the owner of Freehold Residential
Plot No. 60, (Property ID No.
1BGVV516) area measuring 100
Sq. Yards, Out of Khasra Mu. No.
16//23, 25//4/1, 3, 8, Situated at
Waka Mauja Gazipur, Tehsil
Badkhal, District Faridabad,
Haryana. By Virtue of Sale Deed
Dated 19.01.2024 as Doc No. 9232,
SRO- Badkhal., in the chain
Documents below mentioned docu-
ments not available i.e.  Original
Sale Deed Dated 21.10.2008 exe-
cuted by Mr. Bimla Khattar W/o Mr.
Ashok Khattar in favour of Mrs.
Sukh Devi W/o Mr. Nathu Singh
Rathaur as Doc No. 17115, SRO-
Faridabad now our client is declar-
ing that that any other Person does
not have any right over the said
property, and Same property is cur-
rently financed by Piramal Capital &
Housing Finance Ltd. and now
same is going to be re-financed by
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank Ltd.
Branch: Palwal, Haryana.  If any
person(s) has any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the` right,
title or interest in the Said Property
then contact us within 14 days from
the date of Publication of this notice
and or the same to the undersigned
if found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

NAME CHANGE
I, RAISUDIN S/O PHAIYAJ residing at
H.NO-17, WEST LAXMI MARKET,
SHASTRI NAGAR, GANDHI NAGAR,
SHAHDARA, DELHI-110031 have
changed my name to RAISUDDIN for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Pardeep Kumar Sahni S/o Nand
Kumar Sahni R/o D-5,Malka Ganj North
Delhi -110007 have changed my name
from Pardeep Kumar Sahni to Pardeep
Sahni for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Mohd Mirajuddin Siddiqui S/o Mohd
Badruddin R/o Rz-542 E, Street No-
21,Tuglkabad extension Kalka ji south east
delhi -110019 have changed my name
from Mohd Mirajuddin Siddiqui to
Mirajuddin Siddiqui for all future purposes.



WORLD 4

Arab states reassure their neutrality to Iran amid conflict with Israel

Hurricane Helene becomes deadliest to 
hit US mainland since 2005 as 215 die

Washington The US is discussing strikes on Iran's 
oil facilities as retaliation for Tehran's missile 
attack on Israel, President Joe Biden said on 
Thursday, while Israel's military pressed ahead 
with its campaign against Iran-backed armed 
group Hezbollah in Lebanon.As Israel weighs its 
options after its arch-foe Iran launched its largest 
ever assault on Tuesday, Biden was asked whether 
he would support Israel striking Iran's oil 
facilities.His comments contributed to a surge in 
global oil prices, and rising Middle East tensions 
have made traders worry about potential supply 
disruptions.

"There is nothing going to happen today," Biden said. 
On Wednesday, the president said he would not 
support any Israeli strike on Iran's nuclear sites.

Israel's UN Ambassador Danny Danon told CNN on 
Thursday his country has "a lot of options" for 
retaliation and would show Tehran its strength 
"soon".A US official said Washington does not 
believe Israel has decided yet how to respond to 
Iran.Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
has vowed Iran will pay for Tuesday's missile 
attack, and Washington said it would work with its 
longtime ally to ensure Iran faced "severe 
consequences."Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian, speaking in Doha, said on Thursday 
that Tehran would be ready to respond."Any type 
of military attack, terrorist act or crossing our red 
lines will be met with a decisive response by our 
armed forces," he said.

G7 CALLS FOR RESTRAINT
Israel's military told residents of more than 20 towns 

in south Lebanon to evacuate their homes 
immediately on Thursday as it pressed on with a 
cross-border incursion and struck Hezbollah 
targets in a suburb of Beirut.The latest warnings 
took the number of southern towns subject to 
evacuation calls to 70 and included the provincial 
capital Nabatieh, suggesting another Israeli 
military operation was imminent against the Iran-
backed armed group.

Iran's Khamenei to give 1st Friday sermon 
in 5 years days after attack on Israel

Harris, saying her decision was based on the Hutchinson has joined a growing number 
candidate’s character and her belief about of other Republicans who have 
who can uphold the rule of law, reported the announced their support for Harris – the 
Washington Post.Hutchinson was one of the l i s t  i nc ludes  fo rmer  Wyoming  
many individuals who was thoroughly congresswoman Liz Cheney and her 
grilled and testified extensively during the father, former vice president Dick 
January 6, 2021 insurrection investigation Cheney.“It’s just a despicable betrayal of 
by a House committee which probed the the Republican Party,” Hutchison said. 
attack on the Capitol building by Trump Later she added: “The character of our 
supporters after the 2020 presidential leaders really matters, too. We need to be 
elections. Hutchinson made her decision to able to elect people that we can trust to 
support Harris during her Wednesday night uphold our rule of law.”She added: “But 
appearance on MSNBC.“I’ve known for Donald Trump and JD Vance cannot be World  Donald Trump is going to have another Harris.A couple of things weighed into 
quite a long time, number one, that I would trusted with the Constitution. They cannot be familiar name in the opposition camp. Hutchinson’s decision. Firstly, she said, it 
never in my life vote for Donald Trump ever trusted to uphold our rule of law, and they Cassidy Hutchinson, a former aide to was based on having seen Trump “up close” 
again,” Hutchinson told MSNBC host can’t be trusted to enact responsible Trump’s White House Chief of Staff Mark and “believing him when he tells us who he 
Lawrence O’Donnell. She added that she policy.”Trump and his allies have long Meadows, announced her endorsement of is.” To make it worse, watching Trump select 
had known “for a long time” that she would maintained that the former president has Trump’s Democratic rival in the fast- Ohio Senator JD Vance as his running mate 
be voting for the Democratic ticket when it united the party and helped get rid of those approaching presidential  elect ion.  only made the decision easier for 
was led by President Joe Biden, and now, with questionable loyalties to his policies.Hutchinson endorsed Vice President Kamala Hutchinson.Having endorsed Harris, 

Ex-Donald Trump aide Cassidy Hutchinson now 'proud' to vote for Kamala Harris

North Korea's Kim threatens to destroy 
South Korea with nuclear strikes if provoked

News box

World  At least thirty seven people were 
killed, and over 150 were wounded in Israeli 
strikes on Lebanon in the past 24 hours, in 
what is considered one of the most violent 
raids since Israel intensified its campaign 
against the Iran-backed terror outfit 
Hezbollah. Dahiye, the area that houses 
Hezbollah's headquarters south of Beirut, 
was pummelled by Israeli bombs in an 
attack larger than the strike that killed 
Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah a week 
ago. Some of Thursday night's strikes hit 
close to Beirut's international airport.The 
strikes in Beirut reportedly targeted Hashem 
Safieddine, Hezbollah's likely new chief, 
while he was in a discussion with other 
officials in an underground bunker, 
according to reports. His fate is currently 
unknown.US President Joe Biden said he 
did not believe there was going to be an "all-
out war" in the Middle East. He added that 
more needes be done to avoid a Middle East 
war. "How confident are you it's not going to 
rain? Look, I don't believe there is going to 
be an all-out war. I think we can avoid it,” he 
said.An Israeli strike in Beirut on Thursday 
targeted top Hezbollah official Hashem 
Safieddine, who is widely regarded as the 
successor to slain Hezbollah leader Hassan 
Nasrallah. Neither Israel nor Hezbollah has 
commented on the development, but Israel's 
Channel 13 reported that Israeli army 
sources believe the operation was successful.

Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei is set to lead Friday prayers and 
deliver a public sermon today. This sermon, 
the first in almost five years, assumes 
significance considering the volatile 
situation following the killing of Hezbollah 
chief Hassan Nasrallah and comes just three 
days before the one-year anniversary of the 
Israel-Hamas war in Gaza.

Israeli strikes kill 37 in 
Lebanon, Joe Biden 
rules out 'all-out war' in 
Mideast

Beirut.Huge explosions shook the sky in the 
vicinity of Beirut's main airport in the early 
hours of Friday (October 4), minutes after the 
landing of an aircraft. Data from the 
Flightradar 24 website showed the flight to be 
Middle East airlines ME429 from 
Dubai.Live video from Reuters showed the 
sky lighting up with several loud bangs 
heard.Minutes earlier, an aircraft inbound 
from Dubai could be seen making its final 
approach and landing.

The explosions did not appear to be within the 
confines of the airport, but were visible from 
Sin El Fil, 6.8 kilometres northwest of the 
airport.

30 years ago, Nobel 
Prize crowned hopes of  
Mideast peace
Oslo, Norway. Of all Nobel Peace Prizes, the 

one awarded 30 years ago to the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process is among the most 
controversial, featuring a laureate branded a 
terrorist, a jury member's resignation and a 
bloodbath.On October 14, 1994, a year after 
the signing of the Oslo Accords, the Peace 
Prize was awarded to Yasser Arafat, head of 
the Palestinian Liberation Organisation; 
Yitzhak Rabin, the Israeli prime minister; 
and his foreign minister Shimon Peres.

The Nobel committee hailed "their efforts to 
create peace in the Middle East", after a 
negotiated solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict appeared finally within reach.

"By concluding the Oslo Accords, and 
subsequently following them up, Arafat, 
Peres and Rabin have made substantial 
contributions to a historic process through 
which peace and cooperation can replace war 
and hate," the committee said at the time.

That hope proved fleeting.Over the following 
three decades, weapons continued to be fired 
across the Middle East, killing tens of 
thousands, and the region now risks 
descending into full-scale war as fighting 
rages between Israel and the Islamist 
movements Hamas and Hezbollah, backed 
by Iran.As soon as the 1994 prize was 
announced, protests erupted, with the choice 
of laureates -- especially Arafat -- harshly 
criticised.

An hour after the announcement, one of the 
five members of the Nobel committee, Kare 
Kristiansen, co-founder of the Norwegian 
parliament's Friends of Israel group, 
tendered his resignation."Arafat's past is too 
tainted with violence, terrorism and 
bloodshed" to be worthy of a Nobel Prize, 
said the former Christian Democratic MP, 
who years later demanded an "apology" from 
the Nobel committee.As head of the PLO, 
Arafat, who died in 2004, personified the 
Palestinian resistance to Israel's occupation, 
ordering indiscriminate attacks even though 
he publicly distanced himself from terrorism.

The day of the prize's announcement, Rabin 
was hunkered down in his office dealing with 
a crisis sparked by Hamas's seizure of an 
Israeli soldier as hostage.That evening, the 
Israeli army raided a house in the occupied 
West Bank. The officer leading the raid was 
killed, as were three Hamas militants. The 
hostage was found dead."I would have 
preferred to have the two (Israeli) men alive 
and not to have the Nobel Peace Prize," 
Rabin said later.

Series of  loud 
explosions heard near 
Beirut airport: Report

Biden says US 
discussing Israel's 

strikes on Iran oil sites
World   Hezbollah and other armed groups in the Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 

Middle East are part of the Iran-aligned Khamenei is set to lead Friday prayers and 
"axis of resistance" opposed to Israel and deliver a public sermon that could shed 
its ally, the United States.Analysts said light on the Islamic republic's plans after a 
Iran's missile attack- its second-ever massive missile attack on enemy Israel.
directly targeting Israel - was meant to Khamenei's rare Friday sermon -- a first in 
counter a string of setbacks suffered by almost five years -- comes three days 
Tehran and its regional allies.Iran has before the one-year anniversary of the 
said this week's attack was carried out in Israel-Hamas war in Gaza, triggered by 
"self-defence" and warned of "crushing the Iran-backed Palestinian group's 
attacks" on Israel if it retaliated. The October 7 attack.The supreme leader, who 
Islamic republic has also warned the US Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran in wields the highest authority in Iran, will 

-- Israel's top arms provider - against July.Khamenei last led Friday prayers in lead Muslims in prayer at the Imam 
intervening, threatening "a harsh January 2020 after Iran fired missiles at a Khomeini Grand Mosalla mosque in 
response" if it did.Washington has said US army base in Iraq, in response to a central Tehran, his official website 
Iran must suffer "consequences", which strike that killed revered Revolutionary sa id .The prayer  wi l l  fo l low "a  
may be coordinated with Israeli officials, Guards commander Qasem Soleimani.commemoration ceremony" at 10:30 am 
for the ballistic missile fire. US President (0700 GMT) for Hassan Nasrallah, the In Tehran on Thursday, crowds waving 
Joe Biden said on Thursday he was slain leader of Tehran-backed Lebanese Hezbollah and Iran flags gathered outside 
discussing possible Israeli strikes on armed movement Hezbollah.Iran's the former US embassy building in Tehran 
Iranian oil sites.In April, Tehran had sent Revolutionary Guards, who answer to to denounce Israeli "crimes" in the Gaza 
missiles and drones against Israel in Khamenei, said Tuesday's barrages of Strip and in Lebanon, Iranian media 
retaliation for a deadly Israeli strike on some 200 missiles were in retaliation for reported.Khamenei had declared public 
Iran's consulate in Damascus. In both Israel's killing of Nasrallah alongside mourning in Iran for Nasrallah and on 
attacks, nearly all missiles were Guards commander Abbas Nilforoushan Wednesday said that the Hezbollah chief's 
intercepted by Israel or its allies.in a late September strike on Beirut, and of death was "not a small matter".Hamas, 

South Carolina and Georgia.Each then they come around a bend World Rescue crews and volunteers 
road presents a new challenge for and the road is gone, and it's one facing obstacles at every turn in 
rescuersAlong the Cane River in big gully or the bridge is gone." North Carolina's remote mountains 
western North Carolina's Blue Ridge s a i d  C h a r l i e  Wa l l i n ,  a  paddled canoes across swollen rivers 
Mountains, rescuers from the commissioner in Watauga and steered horses past mudslides in 
P e n s a c o l a  Vo l u n t e e r  F i r e  County. "We can only get so the rush to reach those stranded or 
Department were cutting their way far."Most people the crews missing by Hurricane Helene's 
through trees at the top of a valley come across turn out to be fine rampage that killed more than 200 
nearly a week after a wall of and just in need of water, but throughout the Southeast.Now a 
chocolate-milk colored water swept every day there are new week since the storm first roared 
through for hours.Pensacola, which requests to check on someone hiked down to the fire station to onto Florida's Gulf Coast, the search 
sits a few miles from Mount Mitchell, who hasn't been heard from yet, access the internet, said he had just continued for people who have yet to 
the highest point east of the Wallin said. When the search will talked to his mom for the first time be heard from in places where phone 
Mississippi River, lost an untold end is hard to tell, he said."You hope since the storm. He feared his house service and electricity were knocked 
number of people, said Mark you're getting closer, but it's still hard would be without power for out. Pleas for help came from people 
Harrison, chief medical officer for to know," he said.A week into the months."I think we're going to walk running low on medicine or in need 
the department."We're starting to do search and rescue operations in out in a couple of days," he said.In of fuel for their generators.How 
recovery," he said on Thursday. Buncombe County, which includes another county that sits alongside the many people are missing or 
"We've got the most critical people the hard-hit tourist city of Asheville Tennessee state line, crews were just unaccounted for isn't clear. The 
out."Harrison was helping dispatch and where more than 72 have been finishing clearing main routes and death toll soared to 215 people on 
volunteers driving all-terrain killed, the county doesn't have an reaching side roads that wind Thursday as more victims were 
vehicles on supply runs to people official tally of people who are through switchbacks and cross small found, making Helene the deadliest 
still on ridgetops. Many don't want to unaccounted for or missing.The bridges that can be tricky to navigate hurricane to hit the mainland US 
leave their houses, while others lost county sheriff said his office even in the best weather. Each road since Katrina in 2005. Roughly half 
their vehicles and need help getting believes more than 200 people are p r e s e n t e d  a  n e w  the victims were in North Carolina, 
to town.Bradley Billheimer, who missing.challenge"Everything is fine, and while dozens more were killed in 

political rapprochement with Dubai. Gulf Arab states sought to 
Tehran in recent years, which reassure Iran of their neutrality in the 
has helped ease regional conflict between Tehran and Israel in 
tensions, but relations remain meetings in Doha this week on the 
difficult.Saudi Arabia has been back of concerns that a wider 
wary of an Iranian strike on its escalation in violence could threaten 
oil facilities since a 2019 attack their oil facilities, two sources told 
on its key refinery at Abqaiq Reuters.Ministers from Gulf Arab 
briefly shut down more than 5 states and Iran attending a meeting 
per cent of global oil supply. Iran of Asian nations hosted by Qatar 
denied involvement."The GCC centred their conversations around 
message to the Iranians is, de-escalation, the sources said.The 
'please de-escalate',” Shihabi Islamic Republic launched its largest 
said, referring to the Gulf ever assault on Israel on Tuesday in 
Cooperation Council that is what it said was retaliation for 
made up of the UAE, Bahrain, Israel's assassination of senior 
Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar and Hamas and Hezbollah leaders and its discussions taking place at the intervene directly, their interests in 

Kuwait.Iranian President Masoud o p e r a t i o n s  i n  G a z a  a n d  moment, one of the sources said. the region would be targeted.
Pezeshkian, speaking at the event in Lebanon.Tehran said its attack was The Qatari foreign ministry, the "The Gulf states think it's unlikely that 
Doha, said Iran would be ready to over, barring further provocation, Iranian foreign ministry, the UAE Iran will strike their oil facilities, but 
respond and warned against but Israel has promised to hit back foreign ministry, Kuwait's foreign the Iranians are dropping hints they 
"silence" in the face of Israel's hard.US news website Axios, citing ministry and the Saudi government might from unofficial sources. It's a 
"warmongering"."Any type of Israeli officials, reported on communications office did not tool the Iranians have against the US 
military attack, terrorist act or Wednesday that Israel could target immediately respond to a request for and the global economy," Ali 
crossing our red lines will be met oil production facilities inside Iran comment.Iran has not threatened to Shihabi, a Saudi commentator close 
with a decisive response by our as retaliation.Urgent de-escalation attack Gulf oil facilities, but it has to the Royal Court, said.Top oil 
armed forces," he said.was at the top of the agenda for all warned that if "Israeli supporters" exporter Saudi Arabia has had a 

SEOUL.North Korean leader Kim Jong Un Korea's rubber-stamp parliament is official Korean Central News Agency.“If 
threatened to use nuclear weapons and expected to constitutionally declare a such a situation comes, the permanent 
destroy South Korea permanently if hostile “two-state” system on the Korean existence of Seoul and the Republic of 
provoked, state media reported Friday, Peninsula to formally reject reconciliation Korea would be impossible,” Kim said, 
after the South’s leader warned that Kim’s with South Korea and codify new national using South Korea’s official name.Kim’s 
regime would collapse if he attempted to borders.During a visit to a special statement was a response to South Korean 
use nuclear arms.The exchange of such operation forces unit on Wednesday, Kim President Yoon Suk Yeol’s speech at his 
rhetoric between the rival Koreas is said his military “would use without country’s Armed Forces Day on Tuesday. 
nothing new, but the latest comments hesitation all the offensive forces it Unveiling South Korea’s most powerful 
come during heightened animosities over possesses, including nuclear weapons,” if Hyunmoo-5 ballistic missile and other 
the North’s recent disclosure of a nuclear South Korea attempts to use armed forces conventional weapons that could target 
facility and its continuation of missile encroaching upon the sovereignty of North Korea, Yoon said the day that North 
tests.Next week, observers say North North Korea, according to the North’s Korea tries to use nuclear weapons would.

Cassidy Hutchinson, a former aide to 

Trump's White House Chief of Staff 

Mark Meadows, announced her 

endorsement of Trump's Democratic 

rival, Kamala Harris, in the November 5 

presidential election.

Gulf Arab nations 

reassured Iran of 

their neutrality in 

its conflict with 

Israel during 

meetings in Doha, 

emphasising de-

escalation amid 

concerns that 

regional violence 

could threaten 

their oil facilities.

While the 

death toll has 

reached 215, 

the number of 

people who are 

missing and 

those who are 

unaccounted 

for remains 

unclear.
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EDITORIAL 6

furlough. The alacrity with which his plea has THE timing is a dead giveaway. Dera Sacha Sauda head and 

been processed and pushed — from the caretaker rape convict Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh has been 

Chief Minister’s office to the Prisons released on parole barely three days ahead of the Haryana 

Department and then the state’s Chief Electoral Assembly polls. This is the last roll of the dice by the 

Officer — shows that the authorities can ruling BJP, which is desperate to counter anti-

dispense with the cumbersome red tape incumbency and withstand the Congress challenge. Ram 

whenever they want to do it.Rahim continues to have a sizeable following in parts of 

the state — notwithstanding his conviction in rape and The Congress’ petition to the Election Commission 

murder cases — and even his covert diktat to his flock can of India, demanding that parole not be granted as 

have a bearing on the saffron party’s fortunes. During the it would amount to a violation of the Model Code 

parole period, the dera head will not be allowed to enter of Conduct, has gone in vain. It’s a moot point 

Haryana or take part in election-related activities. whether the ‘Messenger of God’ can make a 

However, these restrictions are a mere fig leaf — Ram divine intervention to decisively impact the 

Rahim will have the leeway to influence voters without electoral outcome. Ram Rahim might not be as 

being present on ground zero, thanks to social media and powerful as he was a decade ago, but the ease 

word-of-mouth publicity. In any case, he does not have to with which he has secured parole and furlough in 

make a public speech to get his message across to his recent years indicates that he is no pushover. One 

devotees. thing is crystal clear: his release will force the 

BJP’s rivals to recalibrate their strategy, and that There are no prizes for guessing what ‘compelling reasons’ 
returned to Rohtak’s Sunaria jail following a 21-day too at the eleventh hour.prompted the dera chief to seek parole weeks after he had 

Iran trying to be more 
Palestinian than Hamas

Keep science awards above politics

from it are minimal. Most importantly, China does (Bhakra-Nangal) on the Sutlej, ushering in the modifications. According to media reports, the GEN Pervez Musharraf, in his Royal College of 
not concern itself with lower riparian states, as Green Revolution. This transformed India from a filling of the reservoir resulted in 30% crop losses in Defence Studies (RCDS) thesis, inferred that water 
evidenced by its actions in the Mekong Delta. We nation reliant on PL-480 grain shipments in 1960 to Pakistan. Other projects on the Chenab — such as would be the casus belli for future wars between 
have already experienced the Chinese-triggered one of the world's leading grain exporters today. Pakkaldul, Lower Kalnai, Sawalkot, Rattle, and India and Pakistan. After the 2019 Pulwama attack, 
Pare-chu (Sutlej) deluge in 2000 and the Bursar — are in the pipeline.PM Narendra Modi gave a new twist to this with the Similarly, Pakistan constructed dams like Tarbela, 
Brahmaputra floods in 2020. China is proceeding statement: "Water and terror cannot be allowed to Mangla and Panjnad, which feed irrigation canals in Even with these, India will only achieve around 62% 
with the Yarlung-Zangbo dam on the Tsangpo to flow together."The continued intransigence of its Punjab province. However, it has failed to utilise of the potential 18,600 MW of power generation. 
create a 1,100-km channel to divert water to the Pakistan and the resurgence of proxy warfare, water efficiently, and is suffering frequent floods, Plans also exist for the Jhelum, including the Wullar 
Taklamakan Desert.The IWT, often touted as a despite the Balakot strikes, have brought back the high salinity and gross underutilisation of resources. Barrage for the Tulbul navigation project to ensure a 
resilient agreement between two warring nations, focus on leveraging water as a coercive strategy. minimum draft.The IWT has become outdated as it India recently constructed the Shahpur-Kandi 
has survived three and a half wars, proxy terrorism India has formally asked Pakistan to review and never accounted for climate change, water stress or balancing reservoir as an adjunct to the Ranjit Sagar 
and Pakistan's obduracy for over six decades. renegotiate the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT), which livelihood needs like navigation and 
The Treaty was signed on September 16, regulates water-sharing between the two co-riparian salinity management in dams and 
1960, and, according to recently leaked neighbours. reservoirs. As a result, the Salal Dam is 
documents, was a double-pincer effort by the choked with silt, posing a threat to the India has the lowest per capita freshwater availability 
US and the World Bank to keep India in nearby town of Reasi. Efforts to desilt the globally and is facing looming water stress. It has 
check.India was given full control of the dam have been met with resistance from 17% of the world's population, but barely 4% of its 
eastern rivers (the Ravi, Beas and Sutlej) Pakistan.freshwater reserves. Even by optimistic projections, 
while Pakistan received the major share of India has only 90 days of water reserves, compared Every Indian initiative is opposed in IWT 
the western rivers (the Indus, Jhelum, and to many other countries that have two years' worth meetings, which have become irregular 
Chenab). In effect, Pakistan got 135 MAF of stored reserves.More importantly, Indians often following the Uri and Balakot strikes. 
(80.2%), and India received just 33 MAF fail to treat water as a scarce resource. In my lectures Indian projects, even those in the 
(19.8%). India also had to contribute £83 on the IWT, I've been questioned about the permissible run-of-the-river mode, are 
million to finance dams and replacement legitimacy of using water as a weapon. My response opposed by Pakistan and dragged into 
canals in Pakistan.India was permitted to is: Why did we allow Ravi waters to flow to Pakistan arbitration, causing delays and increased 
create limited storage on the western rivers when Punjab doesn't even allow the completion of costs.
for power generation, flood control and the Sutlej-Yamuna Link canal to share water with Pakistan has also resorted to using multiple 
general usage amounting to 3.6 MAF. Haryana? We are already experiencing domestic redress mechanisms, such as neutral 
However, India has failed to fully utilise this water wars over the Cauvery and Damodar rivers. experts and the Court of Arbitration 
capacity and is now trying to catch up, Invariably, the issue of the upper and lower riparian Dam, which is essential to control the flow of the (COA), concurrently on the same issues. Since 
although such projects require decades of focused status and the potential blowback from China is Ravi. In its absence, large amounts of water have September 2023, India has boycotted the COA and 
management. Of the assessed potential of 18,653 raised. The relevant facts are: first, regarding the flowed to Pakistan. The two-decade delay in the responded only to neutral experts.
MW of power generation, projects with a capacity Brahmaputra (Tsangpo), 40-50% of the water project was caused by inter-state bickering over In light of Pakistan's filibustering, it is appropriate to 
of only 3,264 MW (18%) have been commissioned originates from Tibet, and 70% flows to Bangladesh power-sharing costs until the Central government renegotiate the Treaty to reflect contemporary 
so far. Additionally, while 1.34 million acres are after accumulating in India. Therefore, the took over the project.A major push came with the realities. Beyond the issue of terrorism, India needs 
permitted for irrigation, India is using only 0.792 maximum impact would be on Bangladesh, commissioning of the Baglihar Dam on the Chenab water for its growing needs. And, it would be wise 
million acres.On the eastern rivers, India has built especially during the lean season for flushing in 2016, following a protracted arbitration process for Pakistan to recognise the emerging challenges 
major dams like Ranjit Sagar/Thein on the Ravi, requirements.Second, the Indus sources only 5-8% and a largely favourable verdict with river and Indian leverage.
Pratap Sagar (Pong) on the Beas and Gobind Sagar of its water from Tibet and India's requirements 

Poll-time parole

THE barrage of over 180 ballistic missiles that Iran 
fired at Israel has heightened tensions in ever-
turbulent West Asia. Initial reports do not speak 
of major casualties or damages in Israel. But 
escalation was on the cards for some time. 
Literally hours before the attack on Hezbollah 
leader Hassan NAmritsarallah's bunker last 
week, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu cautioned the UN General Assembly: 
"There is no place — there is no place in Iran — 
that the long arm of Israel cannot reach. And that 
is true of entire Middle East."This is seen as a 
direct warning to the clergy leadership in Tehran. 
Indeed, shortly after the airstrike on the bunker in 
Beirut, but before the killing of NAmritsarallah 
was announced, reports indicated that Iran's 
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei had been moved 
to a 'safer location.'The April assassination of 
Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran and of 
revolutionary guard commander Abbas 
N i l f o r o s h a n  i n  B e i r u t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  
NAmritsarallah, were seen as immediate 
provocations for the Iranian offensive. Unlike the 
earlier airborne attack in April, this time Iran 
launched only ballistic missiles against Israel, 
and its proxies were conspicuously absent.

Haniyeh's killing, within hours after the 
inauguration of President Masoud Pezeshkian — 
an event also attended by India’s Union Minister 
of Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari 
— divided the Iranian leadership. While one 
section wanted an immediate and strong 
response, the other urged caution from possible 
reprisal and consequences for an already-
sanctioned economy. The latter group won. 
There was no Iranian response for two months 
after the high-profile killing of Haniyeh.

NAmritsarallah's assassination changed that 
cautious Iranian response. Hezbollah has been 
the main force in the proxy arsenal of promoting 
Tehran's interests not only in Lebanon but also in 
Syria. Iran’s investment in Hezbollah — 
financial and ideological support as well as a 
military arsenal — has enabled Tehran to emerge 
as a Mediterranean power, according to some 
Iranian gloating in conferences and academic 
exchanges.While the Iranian support for Hamas 
forms a part of its larger Islamic agenda, 
Hezbollah has been the most effective, efficient 
and cost-effective Iranian option against Israel.

Hezbollah has been more popular among Shias and 
more resourceful in Lebanese politics than its 
Amal competitor. It was able to shape 
confessional Lebanese politics through electoral 
participation.Since the Taif Accord of 1989, 
mediated by Saudi Arabia, there have been 
several efforts to 'disarm' Hezbollah. Even the 
UNSC Resolution of 1701 adopted in the wake of 
the Second Lebanon War of 2006 explicitly 
demanded "the disarmament of all armed groups 
in Lebanon, (and that) there will be no weapons 
or authority in Lebanon other than that of the 
Lebanese State." No one has been able to disarm 
the militant group.Emboldened by Iranian 
backing, Hezbollah has been pursuing a foreign 
policy that runs counter to the interests and 
welfare of the larger Lebanese population, 
Muslims and Christians alike.Indeed, the 
resistance tag that Hezbollah proudly claims is 
also questionable. Hezbollah emerged in the 
early 1980s as a response to the Israeli invasion 
and occupation of southern Lebanon. As it 
relentlessly fought the occupation and 
periodically attacked northern Israel, the Shia 
militant group made the occupation costly and 
domestically unpopular. This resulted in Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak — a key figure in Israel's 
Lebanon policy since the 1980s — pulling out 
the military from Lebanon in May 2000.

The United Nations recognised that withdrawal as 
Israel having completed and implemented the 
UNSC Resolutions on Lebanon, thereby 
undermining  Hezbol lah ' s  ' res i s tance '  
tag.Meanwhile, at the behest of Tehran, the 
Lebanese movement began to focus on the 
Palestinian problem. During the heyday of the 
Oslo Accords, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
even clashed with and derided Tehran’s mullahs 
for supporting Hamas in undermining the 
peaceful resolution of its conflict with Israel.

functionary means that non-academic considerations a lasting legacy like the Bhatnagar Prize?IN a bold and rare move, 175 scientists and academicians 
The episode also highlights sustained erosion of the PSA’s will play a role in the selection of awardees.have expressed dismay over the politicisation of national 

The episode raises important questions about academic role in the past few years. Though the PSA’s office was science awards — the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar — 
freedom and the governance of science in India, going formed in 1999, India has had a framework for science instituted by the Central Government last year. Soon 
beyond the awards. The letter of eminent scientists has advice for policymaking since Independence, beginning after the inaugural set of awards was presented to the 
rightly called the awards episode an ‘unhealthy with the national committee for the coordination of winners by the President a few weeks ago, murmurs of 
development for Indian science’. The scientists are scientific work in the 1950s. Subsequently, there were political interference in the selection process emerged. It 

scientific advisory committees to the so happened that the names of three scientists 
government, the Cabinet and the who were chosen by the selection committee 
Prime Minister. This framework of were missing from the final list of awardees. 
advice resulted in organising and They were told about their selection 
reorganising scientific departments, informally by some committee members, 
the creation of new scientific only to get a shock later. It was feared that the 
ministries, the development of scientists in question were denied national 
research institutes and academic recognition because of their political views 
bodies as well as several national and the stand they took on certain important 
policies and programmes. An issues.The first red flag came from 26 Shanti 
independent science advice system Swarup Bhatnagar awardees in a letter to 
has acted as a science-policy interface Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA) Ajay 
and as a clearing house of new Sood, who heads the Rashtriya Vigyan 
ideas.The role of a science adviser is to Puraskar Committee (RVPC). They wanted to 
advise on policy matters relating to know if the panel’s recommendations were 
science and technology as well as accepted in their entirety or revised by the 
science-based policy solutions in government and requested the PSA to reveal 
general. In both cases, science is the criteria adopted in arriving at the final 
supposed to guide policy-making. decision. Once the matter became public, the 
Policymakers are not supposed to government altered the selection process, 
handle affairs related to science grants triggering the protest letter from 175 
and awards. How far this balance can scientists. “The government has updated the 
be achieved depends on the selection criteria on its portal and the new 
individuals who become science version uploaded in the last couple of days 
advisers.adds a line that the RVPC chaired by you concerned that this could set a precedent for ministers to 

In recent years, however, the office of the PSA has been submits its recommendations to the Minister of Science use ‘unrestricted vetoes’ to overrule recommendations 
reduced to a coordinating wing of scientific departments and Technology,” the scientists wrote to the PSA on of expert committees. Academics not in the good books 
and tasked with work like any other government agency. September 24.The change in the selection process paved of the government could be sidelined from not just 
For instance, it is not the job of a science adviser to the way for the political leadership to overrule or change awards but also scientific grants, recruitment 
prepare sundry dashboards or arrange publicity kiosks at the decision of the RVPC — which practically represents promotions, etc, the letter has said. This is against basic 
airports. The PSA has also been asked to handle the Indian scientific community. Presidents of scientific tenets of science practice and does not augur well for the 
administrative work like screening proposals for the academies as well as secretaries of scientific development of scientific research.
procurement of technology and technological products, departments are its members. Scientific recognitions are supposed to be based on a fair 
reminiscent of the work the much-maligned Director The scientific community should have seen this coming. review of one’s contributions in a specific area of 
General of Technology Development used to do at the In the first place, it was absurd for the Ministry of Home scientific research. This is generally done through the 
height of the ‘Licence Raj’ in the 1960s and 1970s. Affairs to ride roughshod over all scientific departments process of peer review. The now-discontinued Shanti 
Another responsibility thrust on the PSA was making a and abolish dozens of awards, including the prestigious Swarup Bhatnagar Prize was considered the gold 
digital catalogue of technologies developed by public Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize instituted by the Council standard as it recognised the very best of Indian science 
sector undertakings and an e-marketplace for such of Scientific and Industrial Research in the 1950s and in different disciplines. The list of Bhatnagar awardees 
technologies to facilitate their procurement by those given by autonomous science academies. reads like a Who’s Who of Indian science over the past 
government departments and the private sector. Such Abolishing established and non-partisan ways of several decades. Those awarded have gone on to head 
routine work can be handled by other agencies and recognising good science and replacing them with a new institutions, establish new ones and lead funding 
departments. Entrusting such work to the PSA’s office government award which carries no cash component agencies as well as scientific departments. If the process 
erodes its primary function of providing independent was a rude shock. Now, even the new awards are facing a of selection of the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar has been 
and autonomous advice on science to the government.credibility crisis. Leaving the final decision to a political compromised in its very first year, will it be able to build 

Instituted by the Centre last year, Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar facing a credibility crisis

Dera chief’s release is BJP’s last-ditch gambit

Editorial

In light of Pakistan’s filibustering, it is appropriate to renegotiate the treaty to reflect contemporary realities.

Why Indus Waters Treaty needs to be renegotiated
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BUSINESS 10

Apple is planning to expand its 

retail presence in India with 

more flagship Apple stores in 

key cities as it aims to create 

more direct customer 

interactions and experiences.

BENGALURU. IT services companies sector, and with GCC (Global Mansfield Building), it said in the 
might report better earnings in the Capability Centre) growth differential note.It added that Wipro may guide -1 
second quarter of this fiscal year as peaking, concerns around terminal to +1% QoQ for the third quarter 
analysts believe that there have been growth are easing, supporting despite improvement in US banking 
improvements in decision cycles and sustained demand. Despite the absence and Capco. HCLTech is likely to 
that Generative AI deals will be in of mega deals recently, some maintain its 3-5% guidance despite 
focus. Tata Consultancy Services improvements in decision cycles and State Street’s dent in Q2 and high 
(TCS) will announce its results on discretionary spending can support growth expectations in Q3.s far as deal 
October 10, followed by HCLTech on growth even as the fabric of cost wins are concerned, they are likely to 
October 14. Bengaluru-based IT optimisation remains, it added. be soft for Tech Mahindra, but there 
services companies Wipro and Infosys will be an uptick in its margin. The LTIMindtree and Infosys are expected to 
will post their results on October 17, margin guidance of Infosys (20-22%) lead growth within tier-I in Q2, 
says an industry preview.The IT sector and HCLTech (18-19%) is likely to be followed by TCS, Tech Mahindra, 
growth is in the middle of its recovery, unchanged, said HDFC Securities.PL HCLTech and Wipro. TCS’ revenue 
having bottomed out two quarters ago, Capital said Accenture’s commentary growth is expected to moderate in Q2, 
and is expected to achieve a high on outsourcing growth for FY25 impacted by muted performance ex-
single-digit over the next three indicates a positive bias over the India with incremental weakness in 
quarters, said HDFC Securities in its consulting business. “The read across Retail & CPG and growth moderation 
Q2FY25E results preview.AI is Indian IT peers remains positive, as the in UK geography (despite recent wins 
proving to be a net positive for the growth trend and .such as Primark, Rolls Royce and 

ITC allowed on construction 
costs for rental realty

Q2FY25 IT results preview: 
Revenue growth to be positive

by economic and structural reforms said.She pointed out that India has 
implemented over  the  pas t  leapt from being the 10th largest 
decade.She said that the country has economy to the 5th largest in just 
made  s ign i f i can t  economic  five years. The country's steady 
progress, bouncing back from the economic performance, including 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic. controlled inflation, is part of the 
"While it took us 75 years to reach a broader growth narrative, the 
per capita income of $2,730, as per finance minister added. However, 
IMF projections, it will take only she also acknowledged that global 
five years to add another $2,000," challenges could disrupt this 
Sitharaman said. She described the momentum. Sitharaman pointed 
upcoming decades as 'period- to ongoing international conflicts 
defining', predicting that they will that pose threats to global peace 
see a rapid improvement in the and economic stability. Despite 
living standards of Indians."The this, she expressed confidence in 

New Delhi. Finance Minister Nirmala upcoming decades will see the India's potential for continued has fallen for both rural and urban areas. 
Sitharaman said India is set to see a rise in steepest rise in living standards for the growth.For rural India, it declined from 0.283 to 
its per capita income, with the figure common man, truly making it a period- 0.266, and for urban areas, it fell from One of the key factors in India’s future 
expected to increase by $2,000 in the next defining era for an Indian to live in," she 0.363 to 0.314.The largest stakeholders growth, Sitharaman said, will be the 
five years. She made this statement while said.She further said that these and beneficiaries of the growth process organic rise in consumption, driven by the 
speaking at the 3rd Edition of the Kautilya improvements are being seen alongside towards Viksit Bharat will be the four country’s large and young population. 
Economic Conclave on Friday. The declining inequality, citing data showing major castes, namely 'Garib', 'Mahilayen', "As of now, 43% of Indians are younger 
finance minister highlighted that India is a decrease in the Gini coefficient. The 'Yuva' and 'Annadata'. Accordingly, the than 24 years old, and they have yet to 
well on track to double its per capita Gini coefficient, which measures budgets in Amrit Kaal will be devised explore their consumption behaviour 
income within a few years, largely driven inequality in income and consumption, with these stakeholders in mind," she fully," she said.

India's per capita income to surge by 
$2,000 in 5 years, says Nirmala Sitharaman

Apple deepens India foothold with new 
stores, local production of  all iPhones

statement.This decision highlights the locally. This marks a shift in 
growing importance of India in Apple's reliance on India, not 
Apple’s global operations, both for only for basic models but also 
local sales and as an export hub. for its high-end products.

Apple expands retail presence Apple also confirmed that the 
In addition to its manufacturing push, Pro models made in India will 

Apple is also planning to expand its be available to customers in 
retail presence in India with more the domestic market and will 
flagship Apple Stores. These new also be exported to select 
stores are set to open in key cities such countries.. "Manufactured in 
as Bengaluru, Pune, Delhi, and India iPhone 16 Pro and Pro 
Mumbai. The company aims to create Max will soon be available for 
more direct customer interactions and our local customers and for 
e x p e r i e n c e s  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  export to select countries New Delhi  Apple has announced that it 

stores."Our stores are incredible across  the world,"  the will now produce the iPhone 16 Pro and 
places to experience the magic of c o m p a n y  s a i d . A p p l e ’s  iPhone 16 Pro Max models in India. This 
Apple, and it’s been wonderful to growing footprint in India move means that for the first time, the 
deepen our connection with our e x t e n d s  b e y o n d  j u s t  entire lineup of iPhones will be made in 
customers in India," said Diedre manufacturing and retail. The India. The tech giant, which has been 

stores in India earlier this year, and the O'Brien, Apple’s senior vice president company now employs over gradually increasing its manufacturing 
success of these stores has possibly of retail, in a statement. 3,000 people in the country, having presence in the country, has now 
prompted plans for further expansion.We’re thrilled to build our teams as we ramped up production since it began achieved a major milestone by including 

Pro models now 'Made in India'plan to open more stores in India, making iPhones in India seven years i t s  l a t e s t  m o d e l s  i n  l o c a l  
While Apple has been making iPhones in because we’re inspired by the creativity ago."Apple’s work with Indian suppliers production.Apple is now manufacturing 

India since 2017, it is significant that the and passion of our customers across this of all sizes supports hundreds of the entire iPhone 16 lineup, including 
more complex iPhone 16 Pro and Pro country," she added. thousands of jobs across the country," iPhone 16 Pro and iPhone 16 Pro Max, in 
Max models will now be manufactured The company opened its first two flagship the company added.India," the company said in a 

CHENNAI. Escalation of conflict in the Middle 
East, with Iran directly targeting Israel, has 
sparked concerns among the exporters who fear 
the spike of air and shipping freight rates and 
trade impact worth $100 billion if the situation 
continues to prevail throughout the year.

Israr Ahmed, vice-president of Federation of 
Indian exports Organisation (FIEO), told The 
New Indian Express that the merchandise 
exports from India have been hit in August.

“Merchandise exports were hit by 9% of the total 
exports worth $34.7 billion due to geo-political 
tensions and other factors,” said Ahmed while 
raising concerns about the escalation of conflict 
between Israel and Iran on Tuesday. Last year 
during August, goods exports were $38,26 
billion, as per data from the Union Commerce 
and Industry ministry.

Due to escalated conflicts, both global and India’s 
international trade continue to face prolonged 
disruption, as the Red Sea shipping route may 
remain inaccessible to global shipping lines for a 
much longer duration than predicted, freight 
rates may be kept high.

“This increasing conflict in the region is 
significant for India as we depend on this route 
through the Suez Canal for our exports to 
Europe, the US, Africa, and West Asia. Our 

export to the tune of $100 billion will get 
affected during this year if the situation 
continues,” says Ahmed.A exporter on condition 
of anonymity, said that trade with Iran had taken 
a dip following the sanctions against Iran by the 
US. Tea, turmeric, agricultural products among 
others are exported to Iranvia Dubai. Joint 
Director General of Federation of Indian 
Exports Organisation K Unnikrishnan said the 
conflict would result in insurance premiums 
going up for shipping cargoes to Gulf countries.

New Delhi  Shares of Diffusion Engineers Limited 
made a decent debut on Dalal Street amid a market 
slump due to the growing Middle East conflicts on 
Friday, opening at a 12% premium over their initial 
public offering (IPO) price. While the listing was 
positive, it fell short of expectations. Before the 
market debut, Diffusion Engineers shares were trading 
at a premium of 35.52% in the grey market, leading 
investors to anticipate a stronger opening.The shares 
listed at Rs 188 on the Bombay Stock Exchange 
(BSE), marking an 11.90% rise over the issue price of 
Rs 168. On the National Stock Exchange (NSE), the 
shares opened at Rs 193, a 15.17% premium.

Should you hold or sell?
The key question for investors now is whether to hold 

onto their shares or book profits. According to Shivani 
Nyati, Head of Wealth at Swastika Investmart Ltd, the 
company’s stock market debut, while not as high as 
some expected, is still a positive sign, with the shares 
listing at Rs 193 on the NSE.Nyati believes Diffusion 
Engineers is positioned for future growth, citing the 
company's focus on forward integration and 
diversification. "The organisation has shown steady 
financial growth and expanding profits, which bodes 
well for long-term investors. The P/E valuation of the 
IPO is reasonable," she said.For those who 
participated in the IPO, Nyati suggests holding onto 
their shares but keeping a close watch on both the 
company’s performance and overall market 
conditions. She advises maintaining a stop-loss at the 
issue price of Rs 168 to protect against any downside.

Strong IPO response
The Diffusion Engineers IPO saw significant interest 

from investors, with an overall subscription of 114.50 
times.The retail category was subscribed 85.61 times, 
the Qualified Institutional Buyers (QIB) segment saw 
demand at 95.74 times, and the Non-Institutional 
Investors (NII) category was oversubscribed by 
207.60 times.This strong response reflected investor 
confidence in the Maharashtra-based company, which 
aimed to raise Rs 158 crore through its public issue.

Gold, silver price : Precious 
metals record hike on MCX

Exporters fear rise in air, 
shipping freight rates

I T C  o n  i m m o v a b l e  eligibility via essentiality and NEW DELHI. In a landmark ruling, the 
property.Subsequent ly,  several  functionality tests, ensuring credits are Supreme Court on Thursday provided 
petitioners approached the apex court denied only when inputs aren’t vital for major relief to property owners by 
to contest the constitutional validity of business operations. This decision will affirming that input tax credit (ITC) on 
these provisions, as the HC had not clarify ITC claims, especially in construction costs for rental buildings 
addressed this issue. In 2023, the apex construction, and serve as guidance for can be claimed, likening such 

future cases and interpretations properties to “plants” in a factory 
of the law.that generate economic output.

“ITC on goods or services used This decision not only clarifies the 
for repairs, construction, works interpretation of the goods and 
contract, etc to such buildings, services tax (GST) Act but also 
which have not been capitalised promises to benefit thousands of 
in the books, is as it is available taxpayers nationwide who have 
and not blocked under Section faced litigation from GST 
17(5) of The CGST Act 2017. departments, ensuring that those 
This judgement is going to who invest in rental properties can 
benefit thousands of taxpayers reclaim ITC on related expenses 
whose cases have been litigated w i t h o u t  r e s t r i c t i o n . S a f a r i  

by the GST Departments across the court concluded the matter but reserved Retreats, engaged in constructing 
country,” said Vivek Jalan - Partner Tax its orders, with Justice Abhay S Oka shopping malls for leasing purposes, 
C o n n e c t  A d v i s o r y  S e r v i c e s  and Justice Sanjay Karol delivering the initiated a writ petition in the Odisha 
LLP.Decision to benefit thousands of decision on Thursday.As per experts, High Court, seeking eligibility for ITC 
taxpayersThis decision not only further clarification is needed whether on goods and services utilised in 
clarifies interpretation of the GST Act similar relief measures can be extended construction of immovable property, 
but also promises to benefit thousands to additional sectors, such as ports, excluding plant and machinery.The HC 
of taxpayers nationwide who have airports and data centres. As per interpreted Section 17(5)(d) to allow 
faced litigation from GST departments, Abhishek A Rastogi, founder of Rastogi for the availability of ITC. In response, 
ensuring that those who invest in rental Chambers and representative for the central revenue department filed a 
properties can reclaim ITC on related several petitioners in the apex court special leave petition (SLP), arguing 
expenses without restrictioncase, the ruling will determine ITC that GST rules don’t permit claiming 

Sensex surges 800 points as 
IT, bank stocks power market 
rebound

New Delhi. Benchmark stock market indices bounced 
back sharply after a shaky start, driven by strong gains 
in information technology and banking stocks. The S&P 
BSE Sensex climbed 801.11 points to reach 83,298.21 
at 12:31 pm, while the NSE Nifty50 surged 195.15 
points, trading at 25,445.25. Despite early losses 
spurred by heightened volatility from Middle East 
tensions, the broader market indices showed resilience, 
with most sectors rebounding.High-weightage Nifty IT 
led the sectoral indices, rising 1.8%, fuelled by strong 
performances in Infosys and Tech Mahindra. Nifty 
Bank, Nifty Pharma, and Nifty Financial Services also 
contributed to the rally, highlighting strength across key 
sectors.

The top five gainers on the Nifty50 were Infosys, Tech 
Mahindra, Tata Motors, Axis Bank, and Sun Pharma, all 
posting solid gains in mid-day trade. Meanwhile, the top 
losers were Cipla, Hero MotoCorp, BPCL, Shriram 
Finance, and Apollo Hospitals.Earlier in the day, both 
the Sensex and Nifty50 faced significant losses amid 
market jitters driven by the ongoing Middle East 
conflict. However, the indices reversed course as 
volatility eased, and investors sought opportunities in IT 
and banking heavyweights.Meanwhile, international 
oil prices continue to rise, driven by escalating 
geopolitical tensions. This has kept market participants 
on edge, although the current rebound suggests that 
investors are cautiously optimistic about the domestic 
market's recovery.With the volatility index dropping, 
investors will likely keep a close watch on global 
developments, especially as the tensions in the Middle 
East remain a key factor in determining market 
movements in the near term.

New Delhi.  Both gold and silver prices recorded a hike 
on the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on Friday, 
October 4, 2024.Gold futures, maturing on December 
5, 2024, stood at Rs 76,468 per 10 grams on the MCX, 
after recording a jump of Rs 224 or 0.29 per cent. The 
previous close was recorded at Rs 76,244.Meanwhile, 
silver futures, maturing on December 5, 2024, 
witnessed a marginal hike of Rs 459 or 0.49 per cent 
and were retailing at Rs 93,437 per kg on the MCX 

against the previous close of Rs 92,978.GOLD, 
SILVER PRICES IN MAJOR CITIES

The gold and silver prices in India depend on several 
factors, including the value of the rupee against the 
dollar. Global demand also plays a key role in 
determining the trends observed in the rate of precious 
metals.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN INTERNATIONAL 
MARKET

Gold prices climbed on Friday, supported by safe-haven 
demand arising from the Middle East conflict, while 
spotlight shifted towards U.S. payrolls report to gauge 
the trajectory of the Federal Reserve's policy path, 
news agency Reuters reported.According to the latest 
metal report, spot gold gained 0.3 per cent at $2,662.50 
per ounce by 0325 GMT, while, U.S. gold futures rose 
0.1 per cent to $2,682.10.

Diffusion Engineers shares 
list at 12% premium: Hold or 
book profit

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman highlighted that India 
is well on track to double its per 
capita income within a few years, 
largely driven by economic and 
structural reforms implemented 
over the past decade.
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