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PM Narendra Modi hails launch of
Vadodara aircraft unit in LinkedIn post

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Oct 30: Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Wednesday said that
the inauguration of the the C-295 aircraft
manufacturing complex in Vadodara was
a watershed moment for India's defence
and aerospace journey.  Modi, along
with Spanish President Pedro Sanchez,
inaugurated the Tata Advanced System
Limited (TASL)-Airbus facility on
Monday. It will manufacture C-295 mili-
tary aircraft in India. The Tata-Airbus
facility is the first private sector final
assembly line for military aircraft in
India. In a post on LinkedIn on
Wednesday, Modi said that speed of exe-
cution of the manufacturing complex is
breathtaking. “The speed of execution is
breathtaking - from foundation stone to
operational facility in just two years! This
is a clear manifestation of a new work
culture and the capabilities of the people
of India,” he wrote. The prime minister
also said that in 2023-23, defence produc-
tion has soared to ?1.27 lakh crore and
defence exports have skyrocketed from

?1,000 crore in 2014 to ?21,000 crore in
2024. He also pointed out that over
12,300 items have been indigenised in

just 3 years. and over ?7,500 crore has
been invested in domestic vendors by
Defence Public Sector Undertakings.
Modi also hailed the defence sector say-

ing that our complete defence ecosys-
tem is being transformed with indige-
nous warships patrolling our waters,

made-in-India missiles strengthening
our deterrence and domestically pro-
duced bulletproof jackets protecting our
soldiers. "India is becoming

Aatmanirbhar in defence and is also
working to be a top of the line defence
equipment manufacturer," the prime
minister wrote. Crediting the strengths
and skills of "Yuva Shakti" and the
efforts of his government, the prime
minister said that we are now seeing
reduced import dependency, job cre-
ation across the defence manufacturing
sector, skill development for our youth
and MSMEs getting a boost in the
defence sector. "From a time when our
forces faced critical equipment short-
ages to today's era of self-reliance - this
is a journey that every Indian can be
proud of," he said. He also called up the
youth, startups, manufacturers, and
innovators to look for opportunities in
India's defence sector. "This is your
moment to be part of history. India
needs your expertise and enthusiasm.
The doors are open for innovation, the
policies are supportive, and the opportu-
nity is unprecedented. Together, we will
make India not just Aatmanirbhar in
defence but a global leader in defence
manufacturing," Modi said.

Wage stagnation, inflation & inequality will
strangulate growth: Jairam Ramesh
Naresh Malhotra

New Delhi, Oct 30: Senior Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh on Wednesday said
the country’s growth has slowed down in the
past decade adding that there is a stagnancy
of India’s consumer demand growth. “In the
last ten years, India’s consumption story has
now gone in reverse swing and emerged as
the biggest pain point for the Indian econo-
my”, a statement released by the Congress
leader said. Ramesh highlighted three rea-
sons for the slowdown namely stagnant
wages, high inflation and inequality.
“Stagnant wages: Multiple data sources,
including the Government’s own official sta-
tistics such as the recently released Annual
Survey of Industries (ASI) 2022-2023, have
shown clear evidence that workers can buy
less today than they could 10 years ago.
Worryingly, these stagnant wages may have
to do with a decline in productivity for India’s
labourers. As labour productivity falls and
real wages stagnate, families will have less
additional income to dedicate to consump-
tion”, the statement read. “High inflation: As
Dr. Viral Acharya, former Deputy Governor

of the Reserve Bank of India, has noted, the
last decade has seen the emergence of 5 big

conglomerates, including the Adani Group,
who are building monopolies in 40 sectors
(including cement, chemicals, petrol, con-
struction, etc.)”, the statement added. “In
2015, when a common man used to purchase
Rs. 100 worth of goods, he was paying 18% to
the industrialist owner. Today, he is now pay-

ing Rs. 36 in profits to the same owner. The
price rise of the last few years is directly
attributable to the Government’s cronyism
and patronage of these conglomerates. This
relentless increase in the cost of goods and
services has eroded the common man’s abil-
ity to increase consumption, especially given
stagnant wages”, he said. “Inequality: India’s
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic has
been highly unequal and K-shaped, with
rural India and the poor left behind. The
sales of 2-wheelers in rural areas - a leading
indicator of economic growth - are still lower
than they were in 2018. Across geographies,
inequality has peaked, with data showing
that Narendra Modi’s Billionnaire Raj is
more unequal than the British Raj in its hey-
day”, he wrote. “Wage stagnation, inflation,
and inequality are not just political issues -
they are structurally corrosive to India’s
long-term growth prospects. They under-
mine India’s consumption growth and
deprive the private sector of its single-most
important incentive to invest. These choke-
points will strangulate growth in the years to
come if not taken seriously now, in a spirit of
humility”, he said. 

Returned assets of Rs 185 cr to banks in
loan fraud by Chandigarh firm: ED

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Oct 30: The Enforcement

Directorate on Wednesday said it has
"returned" assets worth more than Rs
185 crore to a State Bank of India
(SBI)-led consortium of banks which
were allegedly cheated through a loan
fraud by a Chandigarh-based pharma
company. The case pertains to Surya
Pharmaceutical Ltd, undergoing liqui-
dation currently, its directors and pro-
moters named Rajiv Goyal and Alka
Goyal who caused "wrongful loss"
worth Rs 828.5 crore to the banks, it
said. The ED filed a criminal case
against the accused company and its
promoters taking cognisance of a CBI
FIR. The agency said in a statement
that loan was obtained by the compa-
ny using "fabricated" documents such as
invoices, transport details, lorry receipts
etc for issuance of Inland Letter of Credits
(ILCs) and this money was subsequently
"layered and siphoned off" by Surya
Pharmaceutical Ltd using a web of bank

accounts of group companies and shell
entities. This caused a loss of Rs 828.5
crore to the lending banks headed by the

SBI, it said. The "defrauding" company also
used "forged" bills of lading, import invoic-
es and documents of shipping line for
issuance of Foreign Letter of Credits
(FLCs) from the bank, it said. The promot-
ers (Rajiv Goyal and Alka Goyal) fled India

after committing this alleged fraud and
were declared "proclaimed offenders" by a
Chandigarh court on July 10, 2017. The ED

began its investigation and
attached movable and immovable
assets of the accused worth Rs
185.13 crore in October, 2022. It
subsequently filed a charge sheet
in the case on April 4. The
attached assets included a build-
ing and super-structure on 80
kanals of land, along with plant and
machinery, furniture, and fixtures
located in Samba, Jammu, it said.
The ED said it held meetings with
the victim banks and the official
liquidator appointed by the
National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) in this case and "assisted"
them in filing a plea for restitution

or return of assets to the banks, before the
special court in Chandigarh. "To safeguard
the interests of the nationalised banks, the
ED provided its no objection to the special
court for the restitution of the properties,"
it said.

Himachal's Bankhandi to become India's first
zoo with IGBC certification: CM Sukhu

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
Simla,Oct 30: Shimla, The upcoming

'Durgesh Aranya Zoological Park' at
Bankhandi in Kangra district would
become India's first zoo to
receive certification from the
Indian Green Building Council
for its sustainable and eco-friend-
ly initiatives, Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu said on Wednesday.
Himachal's Bankhandi to
become India's first zoo with
IGBC certification: CM Sukhu
The project has officially been
registered with the IGBC, focus-
ing on both building and land-
scape certifications, which will
validate the park's adherence to
high environmental standards, Sukhu
said in a statement issued here. The cer-
tification underscores the state's priority
on integrating sustainability into tourism

and infrastructure development, the
chief minister said, adding that once
completed, Durgesh Aranya will not only
be a tourist attraction, but also a model
for sustainable infrastructure, blending

conservation with innovation. The first
phase of the zoological park project will
cover an area of 25 hectares with an esti-
mated cost of ?230 crore. It is slated to be
completed by the third quarter of 2025,

the statement said. The entire project
with a total outlay of ?619 crore aims to
establish the park as a cornerstone for
boosting the tourism sector in Kangra
and its nearby districts, Sukhu said. He

also said the state government has
secured permission from the
Central Zoo Authority to establish
34 animal enclosures within the Van
Vaibhav Path and Biodiversity
Court of Durgesh Aranya
Zoological Park as part of the pro-
ject's first phase. This approval
enables the creation of spaces to
showcase 73 animal species, includ-
ing Asiatic lion, hog deer, monitor
lizard, crocodile, gharial, and vari-
ous bird species. A notable feature
of the zoo will be a nocturnal house

designed to provide a unique view of elu-
sive cat species. The zoo will also have a
wetland aviary designed to showcase
indigenous bird species in a natural and
immersive environment, Sukhu said. 

MVA successful in placating
rebels in 90 pc seats: Sanjay Raut

ST Correspondent
Mumbai, Oct. 30: Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay

Raut on Wednesday said the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) has succeeded in placating rebels on 90 per
cent of the seats from where they filed nomination
against the alliance's official candidates. He said the
Shiv Sena (UBT) has filed nominations in 96 seats.
When asked about the rebels who are in the fray, Raut
said, "Such things happen in alliance. We will sit
together and try to pacify the rebels. We want to bring
in a change and for that to happen, everyone must stay
together." "We have convinced party workers (who
rebelled against official candidates) on 90 per cent of
such seats," he said. The Rajya Sabha member said

Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray, NCP (SP)
president Sharad Pawar and the Congress leadership
will try to placate the disgruntled aspirants. The last
date to withdraw nomination papers is November 4. He
acknowledged that when three parties contest togeth-
er, the parties as well as workers face issues because
of limited seats. On Sangole and Alibag seats where
MVA constituent Shiv Sena (UBT) and ally Peasants
and Workers' Party (PWP) have fielded their own can-
didates, Raut said his party had won these seats in
2019. However, it is still ready to hold talks on these
seats as the PWP is part of the MVA, he added. When
asked whether Sangli pattern will be seen in some
seats, Raut took a dig at the Congress and said had its
ally followed the coalition dharma during the Lok
Sabha polls, Shiv Sena (UBT) candidate Chandrahar
Patil would have won. Congress' Vishal Patil, who con-
tested as an independent defying party's orders, won
the Sangli Lok Sabha seat, defeating BJP's Sanjaykaka
Patil and Sena (UBT)'s Chandrahar Patil. The local
Congress had sided with Vishal Patil in the polls.
Nearly 8,000 candidates, including those from major
political parties in the ruling Mahyuti as well as the
opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA), filed nomina-
tions for the 288 assembly seats in Maharashtra at the
end of the process on Tuesday. 

CPI (ML) Liberation to be INDIA
bloc’s Left ally in Jharkhand

New Delhi, Oct 30: While Left veterans,
CPI and CPM are going solo, CPI(ML)
Liberation has been allocated three seats —
Sindri, Nirsa and Bagodar — by INDIA bloc
constituents in the Jharkhand poll, slated to
take place next month. The Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM), Congress and
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) – three parties
that form the core of the anti-BJP alliance in
the state – have agreed to not put up any
candidate in these seats. However, in
Bagodar, both JMM and CPI (ML) have put
up candidates. Meanwhile, the two veteran
Left parties – CPI and CPM – are going solo
as the two parties are no longer considered
strong contenders in the electoral race. The
CPI has announced 15 candidates, and CPM
has named nine candidates. The two parties
could not manage to reach any agreement
regarding the sharing of seats with other
INDIA bloc constituents. The Jharkhand
Assembly has 81 seats. The Congress will
contest on 30 seats — party’s lowest in the
state. The previous lowest was 31 in 2019.
The Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) will contest
on six seats, one less than what it was allo-
cated in 2019. The remaining 42 seats will
be contested by the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha.

Nagpur, Oct 30: Former Congress leader
and Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi (VBA) candi-
date Anees Ahmed speaks on phone upon
his arrival to file his nomination for
Maharashtra Assembly elections in Nagpur
in Maharashtra on Tuesday. High drama was
witnessed at the collectorate here as former
Maharashtra minister Anees Ahmed, given
ticket by the Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi to con-
test Nagpur Central seat, missed the dead-
line for filing nomination by just a few min-
utes. Ahmed, a Gandhi family loyalist who
won the Nagpur Central seat three times in
the past on Congress ticket, stayed put at the
collectorate till 8 pm on Tuesday, the last day
of filing nominations for the state assembly
polls, but in vain as his form was not accept-
ed. The deadline for filing of nominations for
the November 20 state polls was 3 pm on
Tuesday. Talking to PTI, Ahmed claimed he
had to face various obstacles like road clo-
sure, vehicular restrictions and security pro-
tocols at the office of the Returning Officer
(RO) on Tuesday. The former minister also
said he was occupied during the day in
securing relevant documents for the submis-
sion and reached the collectorate before the

3 pm deadline. His associates were sitting
there with his token number but he was not
allowed inside the RO’s office, Ahmed
claimed. Questions were being raised as to
how the senior leader could miss the dead-
line and there were speculations that the
Congress top brass made efforts to convince
him not to contest. Ahmed recently resigned
from the Congress. This had led to concerns
in the Congress camp about the possibility of
his candidature splitting the Muslim votes
and denting the grand old party’s prospects
while favouring the BJP. The Congress this
time did not field Ahmed from Nagpur
Central constituency, which has a consider-
able Muslim population, and renominated
Bunty Shelke, who narrowly lost to the BJP
in 2019. Ahmed was not initially keen on
fighting the election, but later pitched for a
ticket from the Congress, claiming Muslim
leaders wanted him to contest the election
for the community’s representation from the
seat. He resigned from the Congress a few
days back and joined the Prakash
Ambedkar-led Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi in
Mumbai on Monday and got the ‘AB’ from
VBA to file nomination from the seat.

Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi candidate Anees
Ahmed misses filing nomination by few minutes

May the lights of Diwali brighten your path
and illuminate your life with peace and joy.

Happy Diwali 2024!
Editor : Simmi Kaur Babbar

Govt steps up onion
supplies via rail

transport to control prices
New Delhi, Oct 30: The government on

Wednesday said about 840 tonne of buffer
onion arrived via rail at Delhi's Kishanganj rail-
way station, as part of its multi-pronged strate-
gy to control prices. This marks the second
major rail delivery after 1,600 tonne reached
Delhi on October 20 through 'Kanda Express',
an official statement said. The shipment, pro-
cured by NAFED under the price stabilisation
fund, will primarily be released through
Azadpur Mandi, with a portion earmarked for
retail sale at Rs 35 per kg. Retail prices of onion
are ruling at Rs 60-80 per kg in the national
capital depending upon the quality and locality.
In a first, the government has adopted rail
transport for timely and cost-effective delivery
of onions across regions. NAFED earlier trans-
ported 840 MT to Chennai on October 26,
while another consignment of similar quantity
departed from Nashik for Guwahati early on
Wednesday. The government had built a buffer
of 4.7 lakh tonne during the rabi season and
began releasing it from September 5 through
retail and bulk channels.





Noida: Signing a tripar-
tite ‘sale agreement' at the
time of purchase will be
mandatory for builders and
homebuyers in all new hous-
ing projects in the city. The
Noida Authority board on
Saturday made a basic
change in the way real
estate transactions are con-
ducted in the city, through
which it will know who a flat
has been sold to at the time
the first payment is made
and not at the time of com-
pletion, like it is now.The
decision, announced by
CEO Lokesh M after the
board meeting chaired by
the chief secretary Manoj
Kumar Singh concluded,
will remove opacity at the
transaction stage and will
help stop dubious sales in a
city whose real estate sector
is the most troubled and
marred by some of the most
high-profile malpractices in
the country. It will, said offi-
cials, protect homebuyers'
interests, boost govt's stamp

duty revenue, and ensure
better oversight of project
development.The ‘sale
agreement', in essence a
registry before the actual
registry, will be drawn up in
line with Section 13 of
RERA, which mandates that
a promoter cannot accept
more than 10% of an apart-
ment, plot, or building's cost
as advance payment or appli-
cation fee without first enter-
ing into a written agreement
for sale. "In light of this, a
decision has been taken that
a tripartite agreement
between the buyer, builder
and Noida Authority will be
executed in the registry
department once the home-
buyer pays 10% of a proper-
ty's amount," Lokesh M
said. During this agreement,
2% of the stamp duty will be
paid upfront, with the
remaining amount to be
paid at the time of posses-
sion and final registry.While
the govt-certified agreement
will give buyers concrete

proof at the time of the first
payment about them being
authentic buyers of the prop-
erty with their name going
into tamp and registry
department records, it will
prevent developers from
reselling the same unit to
multiple buyers or can-
celling the sale on arbitrary
grounds like payment
delays, missed project time-
lines, industry watchers
said. In the past, there have
been cases where develop-
ers have fraudulently sold
the same flat to multiple buy-
ers, the issue only coming to
light when buyers tried to
t a k e
possession.Transactions
under the radar can also
happen the other way – a
buyer may sell a unit back to
a builder or another entity
before taking possession
without paying stamp duty,
allowing the same unit to be
resold without the govt
receiving taxes. This, said an
official, will also not be possi-

ble to do once a tripartite
agreement is signed.Sale
agreements once a deal is
struck are signed even now,
but those are between a
builder and a buyer.  What
buyers and developers typi-
cally do now is enter into an
initial agreement on a Rs 100
stamp paper. Govt's involve-
ment in the registration
process, through Noida
Authority, only begins after

the developer has obtained
an occupancy certificate
(OC) and completion certifi-
cate (CC) for the property.
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Noida changes rule, registering flat with
govt now must during purchase

NAME CHANGE
I, PINKY BHADORIA Wife of No-
17012416H, Rank-SEP, Name-
VIJAY KISHOR Permanent
address H NO-15, VILL-GANESH
NAGAR, NARIYAL, KHEDA, PO-
KAROND, TEH-HUZUR, DIST-
BHOPAL, MADHYA PRADESH-
462001 have changed my name
from PINKY BHADORIA to PINKI
BHADORIA for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 30/10/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ASLAM S/O BUNIAD ALI R/O H
NO. 880, STREET NO-9, OLD
MUSTAFABAD, NORTH EAST,
DELHI 110094 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME ASLAM KHAN FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSE

BEDAKHAL
My client MANMOHAN SINGH S/O LT
RANJEET SINGH & GURCHARAN
KAUR W/O MANMOHAN SINGH both
R/o 40/6, CHURCH ROAD, BHOGAL,
DELHI, have severed relations with his
son  JASKARAN SINGH & his wife
GURSHEEN KAUR CHADHA KAND-
HARI and disowned them from all move-
able/immovable property, because they
are not obedient of my client. Any person
having dealing with them shall do so at
his own risk. My client shall not be held
responsible in any manner.

Advocate:- SANDEEP SINGH
Mobile No:-9810699694

NAME CHANGE
I, Suresh Garg S/O Om Prakash
Garg R/O House No 60, Second
Floor Rohini Sector-1, Block-E,
West Delhi Rohini Sector 7, Delhi
have changed my name to Suresh
Chand Garg for all future purposes







EDITORIAL 6

action that can build genuine trust. The THE Centre’s assurance to Punjab farmers on 
farmers deserve better than becoming Sunday that "every single grain" of paddy will 
collateral in an ongoing power play that be procured could not have come at a more 
repeatedly sees their interests sidelined.critical time. Tensions have been simmering in 

The wave of protests that erupts almost every the state, with mandis overflowing with paddy 
harvest season, bringing life to a standstill and farmers facing delays in government 
with road and rail blockages, is a symptom of procurement at the promised Minimum Support 
this chronic neglect. Each protest is followed Price (MSP). Union Food Minister Pralhad 
by predictable events: high-profile meetings, Joshi’s statement on adequate storage capacity 
assurances of resolution and announcements and a commitment to timely action signals an 
of new policies. Yet, these promises are left effort to quell fears, but the broader issue 
unfulfilled as the next season’s problems arise. remains: a chronic mistrust between the Centre 
This cycle, fuelled by ad hoc responses from and Punjab’s agricultural communities.
both Central and state governments, has only The farmers’ scepticism is understandable. For 
exacerbated farmers’ frustrations and over a month, they have borne the brunt of 
contributed to the public’s mounting fatigue. political brinkmanship between the BJP-led 
If the Centre can indeed deliver on its Centre and the AAP government in Punjab. Due 
procurement promises at MSP and address to the procurement lag, and with the rabi crop 

financial woes. It is high time that the government’s systemic issues that delay and disrupt the sowing season looming, many farmers had no 
pledges go beyond promises to effective, transparent process, it could replace lingering distrust with stability.choice but to sell paddy below the MSP, deepening their 

J&K elections break 
the political 
stalemate

Airbus-TASL venture to give boost to aviation ecosystem

physics, chemistry, mathematics and biology. There ‘package’. But then, what is the meaning of this Possibly, the coaching centres, as pragmatic parents MY neighbour once told me, “My child doesn’t waste 
is also no harm if they learn how to solve the riddles ‘success’ if from deep inside he remains wounded, like my neighbour think, do it better simply because his time and energy going to school. Instead, I send 
of these disciplines — quickly, instantly and smartly. broken and alienated?This is not to suggest that our these shops entertain no illusion of nurturing the him to a coaching centre which prepares him for what 
But then, this ‘skill’ is only a fragment of what all schools are necessarily capable of providing the kind child’s holistic development, and concentrate only on really matters — I mean the acquisition of the ‘skills’ 
great pedagogues would regard as truly meaningful, of holistic education I am talking about. In fact, the techniques of solving the MCQs for cracking the for cracking the tests like JEE and NEET. And there is 
holistic and life-affirming education. At a deeper barring remarkable exceptions, our schools fail to tests like JEE and NEET. Is it the reason why our an arrangement with his school. Even if he is absent 
level, education is about the schools are surrendering and witnessing with throughout the year, he can sit for the board exams. 
cultivation of all the major faculties utter helplessness how the coaching industry is The school manages it.” During my conversation 
of learning, seeing and making colonising the consciousness of youngsters with him, I realised the intensity of his instrumental 
sense of the world one lives in — and their parents? The growth of dummy reasoning — his belief that the only thing that matters 
say, the power of intellectual schools, it seems, is irresistible.in life is ‘success’, and there is no higher or nobler 
cognition and reasoning for goal of education. He is not alone; in fact, the Even if there are good schools gifted with a life-
sharpening critical thinking; the rationale of standardised tests for getting admission sustaining culture of learning, it would not be 
development of artistic and in medical/engineering colleges has been allowed to possible to resist this trend, unless we alter the 
aesthetic sensibilities for a deeper invade our consciousness and shape our notion of mode of selecting youngsters for professional 
understanding of human emotions ‘practical’ education, giving birth to what we seem to and higher academic courses. The importance 
and feelings; the spirit of working have normalised — the existence of ‘dummy attached to hugely problematic standardised 
together and appreciating the worth schools’ and simultaneous glorification of coaching tests like JEE, NEET and CUET has led to the 
of comradeship, cooperation and centres in almost every locality. Not solely that. We devaluation of what one learns and how one 
solidarity; and above all, the art of are also encouraging our children to internalise the performs in schools. It is, therefore, important 
relatedness to the larger ecosystem. fundamentals of corruption as they realise that if to give equal weightage to one’s school 
But then, when we want our there is a proper ‘setting’ or some sort of ‘adjustment’ performance. Furthermore, it is necessary to 
children to forget everything else, between schools and coaching centres, they can replace these standardised tests with a fairly 
become purely one-dimensional, appear in the board exams even if they do not attend a decentralised and qualitatively different mode 
adopt only the strategic techniques single class. of examination that, far from remaining 
for cracking standardised tests, we contented with the MCQ-centric ‘objective’ Without radical measures, it would be really difficult to 
cause severe damage to their quest ions,  seeks to  evaluate  one’s  save education from the lucrative business of inspire our children to celebrate the ethos of a 
physical, psychic and moral health. They become interpretative skills, one’s ability to deal with a gigantic factories.Of course, the CBSE and state creatively nuanced and critically engaged education. 
solitary/egotistic competitors; and they lose what is complex problem and entertain ambiguities or boards are aware of this malpractice, and Instead, with the burden of the official curriculum, 
really important for evolving as sensitive and plurality of possible solutions, one’s mental occasionally, we hear about some raids or punitive the tyranny of the time table, the monologue of the 
dialogic beings — the company of good teachers who orientation or aptitude for pursuing a career in measures against these dummy schools. But then, teacher in the overcrowded classroom, the 
act as catalysts, the experience of working together engineering/medicine/foundational sciences/liberal this corruption cannot be combated unless we do hierarchisation of academic disciplines in terms of 
with peers and exploring the world through books arts, and one’s interest in good books and new ideas. something deep and substantial about the following: science vs humanities, the ritualisation of weekly 
and craft, theatre and football, and theory and praxis. Without these radical measures, it would be really First, it is important for us — adults and parents — to tests and annual exams, and above all, the same goal 
Well, my ‘pragmatic’ neighbour might say that difficult to save education from the lucrative business educate ourselves and widen our understanding of of producing ‘toppers’ — our schools often fail to 
everything is ‘settled’ if his son joins one of the IITs of the gigantic factories and resist the normalisation education or the meaning of ‘success’ we desire for provide a truly substantial alternative to what 
and eventually manages to get an attractive of dummy schools.our children. Of course, it is good if our children learn branded coaching centres are designed to do. 

Paddy predicament

THE Indian National Developmental Inclusive 
Alliance (INDIA) swept the polls in the 2024 
Assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir. Of 
the 49 seats in the Kashmir Valley, the National 
Conference (NC) won 42, the Congress six and 
the CPI(M) one. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
and Independent candidates scored a duck in the 
Valley. In the Assembly elections held in 2014, 
when Jammu and Kashmir was still a state, the 
NC had won only 15 seats.

The BJP fared poorly in this election despite the 
bifurcation of the erstwhile state, the 
gerrymandering of legislative seats to increase 
the political weightage of Jammu and the 
provision of nominated seats given by the Jammu 
and Kashmir Reorganisation Act in Parliament. 
As per the latest delimitation of the Assembly 
seats, six seats were added to Jammu and only one 
to the Valley.But none of these tactics has worked 
as there is acute unhappiness with the downsizing 
of the state, loss of jobs and removal of Article 
35A, allowing outsiders to purchase land and 
invest in large projects in Jammu and Kashmir.

All this has heightened the perception of political 
dispossession, compounded by economic 
dispossession, leading to severe local dissension. 
The local economy and livelihoods have also 
continued to suffer under pressure of militancy 
and turmoil in the region.Elections held this 
autumn signal the first sign of political change 
after the loss of statehood on August 5, 2019. 
Elections, even with the restricted powers of a 
union territory, have been widely welcomed as an 
elected government is obviously better than a rule 
by the Centre and an appointed Lieutenant-
Governor, given the administrative dispossession 
it entails.Kashmiri voters took an active part in 
the polls as boycotting them might have given the 
BJP a political advantage. They chose to 
participate in the electoral process because they 
saw it as their first chance to voice their 
dissatisfaction with the removal of Article 370. 
But the restoration of Article 370 is not really a 
big issue for now. Both the parties and people are 
focused on the restoration of statehood, which is 
more attainable than the restoration of Article 
370.There is serious discontent with the BJP 
despite the Central government having managed 
to bring about a semblance of normalcy to the 
state. During a recent visit to Kashmir, we did see 
signs of normalcy even though it was impossible 
to ignore the widespread perception that 
“normalcy is enforced” by suppressing dissent 
and protest. Schools and colleges are open; shops, 
stores and cafes are doing brisk business; shikaras 
are in full swing; tourists are milling around the 
Residency Road, Polo View, Dal Lake and the 
magnificent Mughal Gardens — Nishat, Chasma 
Shahi, Pari Mahal, etc. All this, however, has not 
added up to a tourist boom, as claimed by official 
spokesman. But there are enough tourists to 
sustain trade and business, and there is hope that 
more would come in the winter months.

It was clear from our conversations in Srinagar that 
the most striking feature of this election was the 
rejection of the BJP’s ‘Kashmir project’. The vote 
was against the BJP, and not necessarily for the 
NC. Voters supported the NC because it was the 
only viable option to prevent the BJP from 
coming to power. The Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) was not a worthy option because it had 
aligned with the BJP to form a government in the 
state in 2014-15. But if the NC fails to deliver on 
its poll promises, the PDP remains a default 
option.Hopeful of sweeping Jammu, the BJP’s 
strategy was to bank on some ‘Independent’ 
candidates to reach the majority to form a 
government. The Kashmiris saw through these 
machinations and united behind the NC to avoid a 
situation in which smaller players could be used 
to downsize the dominant political formations. 
This time, they were determined to not fall victim 
to these tactical divisions through the creation of 
new political factions and.

would be involved in manufacturing certain parts of This is reflected in the defence production figures: THE Ministry of Defence (MoD) signed a Rs 21,935-
the aircraft. As many as 29 MSMEs have already they have grown from Rs 43,726 crore to Rs crore contract with Airbus Defence and Space in 
been identified by Airbus. The production for 1,27,265 crore, of which 21 per cent is contributed September 2021 for the procurement of 56 C-295 
certain components of the aircraft has commenced by the private sector. Defence exports, which were transport aircraft as a replacement for the IAF’s 
at the TASL’s Main Constituent Assembly facility in less than Rs 1,000 crore just 10 years ago, increased ageing Avro fleet. The deal entailed the delivery of 
Hyderabad. The electronic warfare systems to over Rs 21,000 crore last year.the first batch of 16 aircraft to be manufactured and 
provided by Bharat Electronics Limited and Bharat delivered from its final assembly line in Seville, Some of the policy reforms that have helped the 
Dynamics Limited have been integrated into the Spain. The subsequent 40 will be manufactured and country achieve these figures include the provision 
aircraft. However, due to the delays in contract assembled by Tata Advanced Systems Limited of the Indigenously Designed, Developed and 
negotiation and finalisation, these would need to be (TASL) in India under an industrial partnership Manufactured (IDDM) category being accorded the 
upgraded. The importance of indigenous electronic between India and Spain.It is the first-ever highest priority in the Defence Acquisition 
warfare systems cannot be overemphasised.This collaboration of this kind to manufacture transport Procedure 2020 for the procurement of capital 
programme, according to a statement by the MoD, aircraft in India. The foundation stone for the TASL equipment.As much as 75 per cent of the 
will act as a catalyst in employment generation in final assembly line facility in Vadodara, Gujarat, modernisation budget has been earmarked for 
the aerospace segment. It will create 600 highly was laid by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on procurement through domestic industries in the 

October 30, 2022. The first aircraft in flyaway current financial year. Various other initiatives 
condition was delivered to the then IAF chief, Air taken by the government include the launch of 
Chief Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari, at Seville on the Self-Reliant Initiatives through Joint Action 
September 13 last year. The C-295 aircraft was (SRIJAN) portal and Positive Indigenisation 
formally inducted into the IAF on September 25, Lists (PILs), innovations for Defence Excellence 
2023, by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at Air (iDEX) and the establishment of defence 
Force Station, Hindon, Ghaziabad. The first IAF industrial corridors in Uttar Pradesh and Tamil 
squadron to be equipped with six of these aircraft Nadu, with a potential investment of Rs 50,083 
was Vadodara-based 11 Squadron, also known as crore, as of September 2024.Much, however, still 
‘the Rhinos’.The C-295, a versatile military needs to be done for the speedy clearance of 
transport aircraft with a proven track record, has projects by the Defence Acquisition Council and 
the capacity to carry 9.5 tonnes of payload and 70 the subsequent contract negotiations, as it took skilled jobs directly and more than 3,000 jobs 
passengers or 49 paratroopers. It will give a nearly six years for the MoD to ink the contract with indirectly. There will be an additional 3000 
tremendous boost to the IAF’s capability. Having Airbus after the request for proposal (RFP) was medium-skill employment opportunities, with more 
the ability to operate under all weather conditions, issued in May 2013.than 42.5 lakh man-hours of work within the 
both during day and night, the aircraft is used The Airbus-TASL partnership for the joint aerospace and defence sectors in India.Other than 
worldwide by various air forces. The Airbus C-295 manufacturing of C-295 military transport aircraft aeroengine and avionics, sourced by Airbus from 
comes with a slew of capabilities that span across a in India serves as a beacon of hope and inspiration other OEMs (original equipment manufacturers), 
wide range of missions, including military for the beleaguered aviation ecosystem in India. the other structural parts will mostly be made in 
transport, air logistics, paratrooping, medical However, it remains to be seen whether the TASL India. Of the nearly 14,000 detailed parts used to 
evacuation, search and rescue, maritime patrol, anti- will expand on the versions of this aircraft as a civil-make one aircraft, 13,000 would be fully 
submarine warfare, environmental monitoring, certified version is also available. Production in manufactured in India.
border surveillance, water bomber and airborne India and future exports need to be factored in to The real test, however, will be the timely production 
early wrning.Spanish Prime Minister Pedro realise the full potential of this collaboration.of 40 aircraft by TASL. At present, most of the 
Sanchez, who is on an official visit to India, and PM Even as the road ahead for Atmanirbharta may appear production activities are being driven by Airbus, 
Modi inaugurated the TASL manufacturing facility arduous, the journey has been initiated by the with TASL just executing them. The focus must shift 
in Vadodara on October 28. Set to be the first private Airbus-TASL partnership, which needs to deliver on to local production and quality control through the 
military aircraft manufacturing facility in India, the its promise by the timely production of 40 aircraft by Directorate General of Aeronautical Quality 
first ‘Make in India’ C-295 aircraft is set to roll out in TASL. Experience shows that the public sector has Assurance and future certification by the Centre for 
September 2026, with the final aircraft expected to not met the IAF expectations. This project, if Military Airworthiness and Certification. 
be delivered by August 2031.This project would executed successfully, could set the ball rolling for Indigenous testing and evaluation are necessary for 
give a much-needed impetus to the aerospace the private sector’s further participation, without the Indian aerospace ecosystem to flourish.
ecosystem in India wherein several micro, small and whose support India would not be able to realise its Sustained government efforts in the last decade have 
medium enterprises (MSMEs) across the country dream of a Viksit Bharat by 2047.enabled the defence sector to grow exponentially. 
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�New Zealand coach Gary Stead 
is hoping his side can make it to 
the World Test Championship 
final by winning their remaining 
matches in the 2023-25 cycle. 
New Zealand to win their 
remaining 4 Tests to reach the 
final.

NEWS BOX

New Delhi. Cricket Australia (CA) has McDonald expressed gratitude for the 
announced the extension of Andrew opportunity to continue leading the team 
McDonald's contract as the Head and praised the environment built under his 
Coach of the Australian men's cricket tenure: "I am very fortunate to have an 
team, a position he has held since exceptional group of leaders, players, 
2022. The extension will see coaches, and staff who are fully invested in 
McDonald lead the team through an the ongoing well-being, success, and 
ar ray  of  major  in te rna t iona l  development of this group," he said. "The 
tournaments, including the next ICC professionalism, commitment, and 
World Test Championship, the defence experience of my fellow coaches and the 
of the 2027 ICC Men's Cricket World wider staff have ensured the journey has 
Cup title, the 2026 ICC Men's T20 been extremely successful but just as 
World Cup, and the 2025 Champions importantly created a culture of unity, trust, 
Trophy.The extended contract period and inclusivity."perform at its best. We are delighted to 
will be a demanding one, highlighted by an McDonald acknowledged the challenges extend his tenure for a further two 
unprecedented 13 months of Test cricket in international cricket presents, but said he is years."The extension, Hockley added, is 
2026-27. This includes away series against proud of how his team has tackled each one timed perfectly to align McDonald's 
arch-rivals India and England and the with resilience and unity.leadership with some of the biggest events in 
historic 150th-anniversary Test at the Ben Oliver, CA's Executive General Manager international cricket."Excitingly, this 
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG). of National Teams, noted that McDonald's extension means Andrew will take the team 

CA CEO Nick Hockley expressed confidence influence extends beyond the field:to the next World Test Championship 
in McDonald's ongoing impact: "Andrew "Andrew is an outstanding coach, and we are campaign, World Cup defense, and the next 
has proven to be an outstanding men's head thrilled that he has extended his commitment T20 World Cup. The period also includes an 
coach who, along with delivering to the Australian men's team. Andrew has unprecedented 13 months of Test cricket in 
exceptional results, has built a strong created a performance environment that 2026-27 featuring away series against India 
coaching team, methodology, and an resonates strongly with the playing group and England, and the 150th-anniversary Test 
excellent environment for the team to and has produced some outstanding results."at the MCG."

New Delhi.  

every day will be critical heading 
into the WTC final and they 
haven't been narrow-minded 
thinking about the summit clash.

No additions to the squad. Every 
week is critical, every day is 
critical. We have not been 
narrow-minded in thinking about 
WTC final. We want to focus on 
this match,” said Nayar.Harshit 
has had an impressive year in 
2024, which started with his 
incredible performance for KKR joined the camp, sparking speculation about 

in their title-winning campaign in the IPL. his potential inclusion in the lineup. 
The Delhi pacer picked up 19 wickets in 13 However, he was present only as a net 
matches for Kolkata and received call-ups bowler. Recently, Harshit impressed with a 
during the Sri Lanka tour and the five-wicket haul and a half-century for Harshit Rana's wait to make his 
Bangladesh T20I series.Delhi in their Ranji Trophy 2024-25 match India debut will have to wait atleast until the 

Harshit missed out on the chance of making his against Assam. He has been part of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy in Australia in 
debut in the 3rd T20I against Bangladesh travelling reserves for the current Test series November as assistant coach Abhishek 
due to a viral infection and then joined the and will head to Australia next month as a Nayar confirmed that the home side hasn't 
Indian squad for the New Zealand series as a member of the 18-player squad for the made any additions to the squad for the 3rd 
reserve. The pacer is part of a jumbo squad Border-Gavaskar Trophy 2024-25.Speaking Test against New Zealand in Mumbai.
that will travel to Australia for the Border-at the press conference on Wednedsay, Ahead of the match which will begin on 
Gavaskar series.October 30, Nayar would say that for India November 1, the 22-year-old pacer had 

No Harshit Rana debut: Abhishek Nayar 
says no additions to India 3rd Test squad

New Delhi.  Afghanistan's star spinner Rashid 
Khan is all set to make his return to Test 
cricket during the upcoming tour of 
Zimbabwe. The development was confirmed 
by Afghanistan Cricket Board's Chief 
Executive Naseeb Khan on Tuesday, 
October 29, right after the announcement of 
the tour was made.

Rashid last played a Test back in March 2021 
against Zimbabwe and has been more 
focused on white-ball cricket ever since. 
After a back injury sidelined him from 
longer-format cricket on his doctor’s advice, 
Rashid missed the Test series against New 
Zealand. The Afghanistan Cricket Board 
(ACB) later confirmed that he would be 
absent from Test cricket until November, 
with uncertainty around his inclusion in the 

squad for the Zimbabwe tour. Despite this, 
Rashid remained available for the white-ball 
formats, a scenario expected to continue for 
Zimbabwe.Speaking to Cricbuzz, Naseeb 
Khan said that Afghanistan was confident 
that Rashid would play the Test series against 
Zimbabwe. The ACB chief executive said 
that the star spinner does look fine and ready 
to feature for the team in the longest format 
of the game."We are confident that Rashid 
will play for us in the Test series against 
Zimbabwe," said Naseeb. "He (Rashid) had a 
long recovery due to his back surgery and we 
wanted him to recover fully before taking the 
load of playing Test cricket. Now he looks 
fine and ready to feature for us in Test 
cricket."Rashid has played just 5 Tests so far 
in his illustrious career and has good 
numbers for Afghanistan. During this time, 
the spinner has picked up 34 wickets at an 
average of 22.35 and has scored 106 runs, 
including one fifty.The series in Zimbabwe 
will open with three T20Is, scheduled for 
December 9, 11, and 12 at Harare Sports 
Club. Following the T20Is, the teams will 
compete in a three-match ODI series on 
December 15, 17, and 19 at the same venue. 
The tour will conclude with a two-match Test 
series in Bulawayo, with the first Test set for 
December 26 to 30 and the second from 
January 2 to 6.

New Delhi. 

inaugural winners of the WTC title home Test series after South 
when they beat India in 2021. Africa did it in 2000. Stead 

believes that his side would need During that time, the Blackcaps faced a 
to quickly adapt to the pitch similar situation as they had to win their 
conditions in Mumbai to pull off remaining 4 Tests and did so. New 
the feat.Zealand have the one match against 

India and 3 Tests against England Stead emphasized the difficulty of 
remaining in their 2023-25 cycle. Stead adjusting to the red clay pitch at 
is hoping that his side can do ta repeat of Wankhede Stadium, especially 
the 2021 heroics once again. Speaking after their initial two wins on 
to the New Zealand media, as quoted by black soil surfaces."A series win 
Reuters, Stead said that his side will be in itself is incredible, but what we 
looking to draw inspiration from their want to do is keep trying to get 
WTC run in 2021 ."The first time we better every game, and we're 
were in the situation of qualifying for going to different circumstances 

Africa's win in Bangladesh has hurt India's the first WTC final, we had to win four tests now," Stead told New Zealand media.”The New Zealand coach Gary Stead is WTC final chanceson the bounce and we managed to," said red clay is very different, so we're going to hoping that his side can make it to the World Adapting to Mumbai pitch key for India series Stead."Hopefully that's something we can have to adapt quickly," he added. "Our next 
Test Championship final by winning their whitewashlean on and say, 'we've done it before, here's two trainings are going to be important but 
remaining matches, which would also mean 

an opportunity to perhaps do something very New Zealand will have the chance to become for the WTC itself, there's no doubt one more 
they will have to whitewash India with a win 

special again'."Also Read: How South the first team in 24 years to blank India in a win would certainly help us.”
in the Mumbai Test. New Zealand were the 

basketball history when he plays for the individual."Rioux grew up in Terrebonne, 
21st-ranked Gators this season. The Quebec, and realized at an early age he was 
cheerful guy known as "Oli" will become different. He was taller than most of his 
the tallest to play college hoops, teachers in elementary school, crossed the 6-
supplanting 7-foot-7 Kenny George of foot mark by age 8 and topped 7 feet the 
UNC Asheville (2006-08). summer before seventh grade.

He's 2 inches taller than former NBA giants His mom is 6-2, dad is 6-8 and his older brother 
Gheorghe Muresan and Manute Bol, and 3 is 6-9."At my meemaw's house, we had the 
inches taller than popular big men Yao wall (where) me and my brother used to 
Ming, Tacko Fall and Shawn Bradley. measure ourselves. And then one day, poof, 

my brother was gone," Rioux said, recalling "You get asked questions every day," said 
the day he "officially" outgrew his entire Rioux, who likes to draw in his spare time. 
family."You don't have a single three seconds to 

"You just get used to it. Talking to people is yourself when you're outside, which I was Back home in Canada, Rioux has a number of 
nice because they are curious, and you can't fine with because my brother and my dad are custom-made items to make life more 
change that."Rioux has worked hard to tall. And, as a family, we used to go out. comfortable, most notably his bed. On 
prepare for Division I basketball, but no one That's just how it was, and you can't change campus, though, he barely fits diagonally 
expects him to be a star at this level, certainly that because people are curious." across a queen-sized mattress.
not right away. The Gators do expect Rioux His college teammates have gotten used to it He has to duck to get through near every 
to be a fan favorite, beginning with their by now."It's really weird looking up to doorway and often hits his head. He wears a GAINESVILLE. Walking from his apartment 
season opener against USF on Monday soeone," said 7-foot-1 center Micah size 20 shoe, gets most of his wardrobe from to classes and then to the University of 
night. Coach Todd Golden predicts it will be Handlogten. "But being around him just team gear and won't dare ride a scooter Florida's basketball facility, Olivier Rioux 
like nothing he's ever experienced, with about every day, it's just different when because "I don't trust myself." And poses for dozens — sometimes hundreds — 
chants for Rioux late in games."That one we you're out in public with him. People squeezing into a classroom desk is more of pictures a day.Vertical shots, of course. 
can see coming from a mile away," Golden normally ask me, 'You're so tall. Do you play comical than a point guard trying to box him Rioux won't fit in the frame any other way.At 
said. "About 95% of my conversations with basketball?' No one says a word to me (now). out.He started playing basketball at age 5 and 7 feet, 9 inches, Rioux is the ultimate 
random people about our team are about him. Everyone just looks to him. It's kind of crazy. ended up at IMG Academy in Sarasota, about BMOC. He's actually the Biggest Man On 
It's the first time we've been ranked since He doesn't shy away from it." three hours south of Gainesville, for high Campus — any campus.The Florida 
2019 and it's like, 'Hey, Coach, we're really school. He had offers from UC Irvine and Rioux actually embraces it. He welcomes the freshman, a happy-go-lucky Canadian who 
excited to see Oli out there this year.' And I Morehead State but ended up at Florida as a stares, the questions and all the requests.owns a spot in the Guinness record book as 
get  i t ,  man.  He's  a  very unique preferred walk-on.the world's tallest teenager, also will make "It does help to be Canadian," he quipped. 

New Zealand coach hopeful of  India 
whitewash and WTC Final: Done it before

At 7 feet, 9 inches, Olivier Rioux is the world's 
tallest teen, an intriguing basketball project

Cricket Australia extends head 
coach Andrew McDonald's contract

New Delhi.  India pace spearhead Jasprit 
Bumrah has lost his number-one rank after 
being overtaken by South speedster Kagiso 
Rabada in the latest ICC Men's Test Bowlers 
Rankings. Rabada’s rise follows his 
impressive form in the ongoing ICC World 
Test Championship cycle, particularly 
highlighted by his nine-wicket haul in South 
Africa’s recent victory over Bangladesh in 
Mirpur, which also marked his 300th Test 
wicket.Rabada’s strong performance led the 
Proteas to a seven-wicket win, helping him 
leap past Bumrah, as well as Australia’s Josh 
Hazlewood and India’s Ravichandran 
Ashwin, to claim the No.1 ranking for the 
first time since early 2019. Rabada first 
ascended to the top in January 2018 and has 
remained a consistent presence in the top 10 
ever since, only relinquishing his position in 
February 2019. Hazlewood now occupies 
the second spot, while Bumrah and Ashwin 
drop to third and fourth, respectively.

Bumrah recently regained the top spot after 
his stellar show in the Bangladesh series 
where he scalped 11 wickets along with 
Ashwin. However, the duo failed to 
replicate their good show in the ongoing 
series against New Zealand scalping just 
three and six wickets respectively averaging 
well above 40.Elsewhere in the rankings, 
Pakistan’s Noman Ali made significant 

strides with a career-high entry into the top 
10, following his standout performance in 
Rawalpindi against England. His nine-
wicket performance lifted him eight places 
to ninth. Fellow Pakistan spinner Sajid Khan 
also reached a career-best rating, moving up 
12 spots to 38th after a 10-wicket showing. 
New Zealand left-armer Mitchell Santner 
surged 30 places to a new career-best of 44th 
overall after his 13-wicket haul in Pune 
against India.

ICC Test Rankings: Jasprit 
Bumrah loses No 1 rank to 

Kagiso Rabada

Cristiano Ronaldo missed a last-minute 
chance to save Al-Nassr’s King’s Cup 
campaign, failing to convert a penalty as 
they fell to a surprising 0-1 defeat to Al 
Taawoun in the Round of 16 on Tuesday, 
October 29. In the dying seconds of 
stoppage time, with Al-Nassr trailing, 
Ronaldo’s penalty soared over the crossbar, 
ending any hope of taking the match into 
extra time. The Portuguese forward’s 
reaction told the story, as he walked away 
from the spot with his head in his hands, 
visibly frustrated.Al Taawoun had shocked 
the Al-Nassr faithful earlier when defender 
Waleed Al-Ahmed capitalized on a corner 
kick in the 71st minute, heading the ball in 
to put the visitors ahead. Al Taawoun then 
nearly doubled their lead, but the decisive 
moment came when Al-Ahmed fouled Al-
Nassr’s Mohammed Maran inside the box, 
handing Ronaldo a golden opportunity to 

equalise from the spot. However, Ronaldo, 
typically reliable in high-stakes moments, 
sent the penalty off target, much to the 
dismay of Al-Nassr’s fans and his 
teammates. You can see the full video 
below:This loss extends Ronaldo’s wait for 
a domestic cup title with Al-Nassr, a 
competition they last won several seasons 
ago. Previously, Al-Nassr had twice 
finished runners-up behind Al-Hilal, 
leaving Ronaldo yet to secure a King’s Cup 
trophy during his time in Saudi Arabia.The 
missed penalty marked a tough night for 
Ronaldo, who had only one other major 
chance on goal. Late in the second half, the 
39-year-old took a free kick, skillfully 
aiming for the goalkeeper’s side, but Al 
Taawoun’s Mailson made a crucial save to 
deny him yet again. Mailson had been a 
thorn in Al-Nassr’s side from the start, 
blocking an early attempt from Anderson 
Talisca, who fired a shot toward the goal in 
the third minute.Despite the defeat, 
Ronaldo and Al-Nassr will shift focus to the 
Saudi Pro League, where they currently sit 
in a competitive position.

Afghanistan star spinner 
Rashid Khan set for Test 

return after 3 years

�Harshit Rana's hopes to debut for India 

have been postponed until the Border-

Gavaskar Trophy in Australia, as 

confirmed by assistant coach Abhishek 

Nayar ahead of the Mumbai Test. Despite 

impressing with recent performances, he 

remains a reserve for the New Zealand 

Test series.

Cristiano Ronaldo misses 96th 
minute penalty as Al Nassr exit 

King's Cup

The Florida freshman, a happy-

go-lucky Canadian who owns a 

spot in the Guinness record 

book as the world's tallest 

teenager, also will make 

basketball history when he 

plays for the 21st-ranked 

Gators this season.
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