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PM Modi Launches
C-295 Aircraft Facility In Gujarat

Simmi Kaur Babbar
Vadodara, Oct. 28: Prime Minister Narendra

Modi yesterday jointly inaugurated the TATA
Aircraft Complex for manufacturing C-295 air-
craft with his Spanish counterpart Pedro
Sanchez in Gujarat's Vadodara.  A total of 56 air-
craft are there under the C- 295 programme of
which 16 are being delivered directly by the air-
craft manufacturing company Airbus from Spain,
and the remaining 40 will be built at the facility,
which is the first private sector Final Assembly
Line (FAL) for military aircraft in India. It will
involve the full development of a complete
ecosystem from the manufacture to assembly,
test and qualification, to delivery and mainte-
nance of the complete lifecycle of the aircraft.
The Ministry of Defence in 2021 signed a Rs
21,935-crore contract with Airbus Defense and
Space SA, Spain for the supply of 56 aircraft.
Speaking at the inauguration ceremony, PM
Modi said the aircraft manufactured at the
Vadodara facility will also be exported in the
future. "The Tata-Airbus manufacturing facility
will strengthen the India-Spain relations and the
'Make in India, Make for the World' mission,"
PM Modi, who laid the foundation stone of the

FAL plant of C- 295 aircraft in Vadodara in

October 2022, said.  He also paid tribute to for-
mer Tata Sons chairman Ratan Tata, who is said
to be the brains behind the project. Mr Tata died

at the age of 86 earlier this month. At the event,

Tata Sons chairman N Chandrasekaran said the
project was originally conceived by Ratan Tata in
2012.

CM Eknath Shinde files papers
from Kopri-Pachpakhadi constituency

Naresh Malhotra
Thane, Oct 28: Maharashtra Chief

Minister and Shiv Sena chief Eknath
Shinde filed his nomination papers on
Monday from the Kopri-Pachpakhadi
Assembly constituency for the
Maharashtra Assembly elections. The
CM was accompanied by union minister
Ramdas Athawale, MP Shrikant Shinde,
MP Naresh Mhaske, MLA Pratap
Sarnaik, former MLA Ravindra Phatak,
his wife Lata Shinde, daughter-in-law
Vrishali Shinde and grandson Rudransh.
Notably, Tuesday is the last date for fil-
ing nominations for the Maharashtra
Assembly elections. Earlier today,
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister and
NCP chief Ajit Pawar filed his nomina-
tion papers from the Baramati Assembly
seat. Notably, Ajit Pawar's nephew and grand-
son of Sharad Pawar, Yugendra Pawar, is con-
testing from the same constituency as the
NCP-SP candidate. Nationalist Congress
Party chief Sharad Pawar said on Monday
that the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) would
form the government in Maharashtra in the

interest of the people. "Our Alliance will work
to resolve issues like inflation, unemploy-

ment, various questions of farmers, women,
adivasis and the poor," he said, adding that:
"We want to change the government in
Maharashtra as there are a lot of pending
issues that the people in power have failed to
resolve. We will take all the issues in front of
the people of Maharashtra and prepare them
for change in the state." Further criticising

the Ladli Behna Yojna of the government, he
said people only remembered the scheme

because it was announced recently.
"The government only remembered
to announce these schemes in the
run-up to the elections, in the last
three-four months…people will not
accept this and will teach them a les-
son in these polls as they did in the
Lok Sabha elections," he said. Both
the ruling Mahayuti alliance and the
opposition MVA — comprising the
Shiv Sena (UBT), NCP (Sharad Pawar
faction) and Congress — have left no
stone unturned to secure victory in
the upcoming Assembly elections in
the state. The BJP is part of the ruling
Mahayuti alliance, alongside the Shiv
Sena (Eknath Shinde faction) and Ajit

Pawar-led NCP. The Maharashtra Assembly
elections are scheduled for November 20,
with counting for all 288 constituencies set for
November 23. In the 2019 Assembly elec-
tions, the BJP won 105 seats, the Shiv Sena
56, and the Congress 44. In 2014, the BJP
secured 122 seats, the Shiv Sena 63, and the
Congress 42. 

Congress slams action against UP leader
for slapping BJP worker over 'rape threats'

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Oct 28: Congress leaders

Alka Lamba and Vinesh Phogat
address a press conference at
AICC Headquarters, in New
Delhi on Monday. Tribune
photo: Manas Ranjan The
Congress on Monday slammed
the action taken against Indian
Youth Congress leader Roshni
Kushal Jaiswal and her family.
Roshni had allegedly slapped a
BJP worker in Varanasi over
“rape threats” issued by him to
her on social media. “What kind
of justice is this, where the vic-
tim is being harassed?”, All
India Mahila Congress chief Alka Lamba
said during a press conference here.
Lamba, who was accompanied by Haryana
MLA Vinesh Phogat, questioned the deci-
sion to jail Jaiswal's husband and brother.
Lamba said the actions exposed the hol-
lowness of the slogan “Beti Bachao, Beti
Padao” given by Prime Minister Narendra

Modi. “Roshni Jaiswal is facing injustice in
Modi's own constituency, Varanasi,”
Lamba pointed out. Following Jaiswal and

her family's altercation with BJP worker
Rajesh Singh on September 15, the latter's
wife filed a police complaint over the
alleged assault. The BJP said the law treats
everyone equally and no one had the right
to take the law into their hands. Jaiswal's
property was attached following a court
order in view of her absence from the pro-

ceedings, the BJP said. “Does the police
administration want a woman to silently
bear the threat of rape?” Lamba asked,

sharing a video of Jaiswal in which
she recounted her experience of
facing online threats and the sub-
sequent action by authorities in
the case. In the video, Jaiswal said,
“I am the same Roshni Kushal
Jaiswal who slapped Rajesh Singh,
a BJP supporter, who had threat-
ened to rape me on September
15.” After this, a case was regis-
tered against her under several
sections, including 307, after
which she had been missing for
40 days, her husband and brother
have been in jail and a court has

ordered her property to be attached, she
said. “Was it so wrong to slap the person
who threatened to rape that my family was
destroyed?” she asked in the video. “I want
to request every woman with folded hands
that if you are facing rape threats, do not
raise your voice. Tell your husband and
family members to wear bangles.

Census likely from early 2025, no decision on caste census yet 
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Oct 28: The much-delayed
decadal census exercise and the work to
update the National Population Register
(NPR) are likely to begin early 2025 and
the data will be declared by 2026, thus
changing future census cycles com-
pletely, official sources said. However,
no decision has been taken yet on
whether caste census will also be car-
ried out along with the general census.
The country’s population count has
been conducted every 10 years since
1951, but the census work in 2021 could
not be carried out due to the COVID-19
pandemic. So far, no formal announce-
ment has been made on its next sched-
ule. “In all probability, the work for the
census and the NPR will begin early
next year and the population data will
be announced by 2026. With this, the cen-
sus cycle is likely to be changed. So, it will
be 2025-2035 and then 2035-2045 and so
on in future,” sources privy to the thinking

of the government said. The Office of the
Registrar General and Census
Commissioner had prepared 31 questions
to be asked to the citizens during the cen-
sus exercise. These questions include
whether the head of the household

belongs to Scheduled Caste or Scheduled
Tribe and other family members as asked
in the previous census. Opposition
Congress and the RJD are among the
political parties which have been demand-

ing a caste census so that the total OBC
population in the country is known. “The
government has not yet taken any deci-
sion on caste census,” a source said. It is
to be seen whether the government will
go ahead with the delimitation exercise,

which is due in 2026, after the
census data is published. Several
political leaders from Southern
states have expressed their
apprehensions over the possibili-
ty of their states losing out on
Lok Sabha seats and thereby
their political clout as they have
been successful in population
control, unlike the Northern
states. They feel that the south-
ern states may get less number
of Parliamentary seats than the
existing number of constituen-

cies if the delimitation is carried out with
the new data. On the other hand, the
Article 82 of the Constitution states:
“Provided also that until the relevant fig-
ures for the first census taken after the

year 2026 have been published, it shall not
be necessary to readjust the allocation of
seats in the House of the People to the
States as readjusted on the basis of the
1971 census”. It means if census is con-
ducted in 2025 and data published in 2026,
delimitation exercise cannot be carried
out based on 2025 census data. If it hap-
pens, then the Article 82 has to be amend-
ed. “All these factors will have to look into
before any decision is taken on delimita-
tion,” a sources said. The 31 questions to
be asked to each family under the census
exercise include the total number of per-
sons normally residing in the household,
whether the head of the household is a
woman, the number of dwelling rooms
exclusively in possession of the house-
hold, the number of married couple(s) liv-
ing in the household among others. The
questions also include whether a family
has telephone, internet connection,
mobile or smartphone, bicycle, scooter or
motorcycle or moped, and whether they
own a car, jeep or a van. 

Bihar MP writes to Amit Shah, claims to
have been threatened by Bishnoi gang

ST Correspondent
Patna, Oct 28: Maverick Bihar MP Rajesh Ranjan

alias Pappu Yadav has shot off a letter to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, seeking enhanced security in view
of a “threatening call from the Lawrence Bishnoi
gang”. The Purnea MP shared with the media his two-
page letter to Shah, copies of which have been marked
to the Chief Minister of Bihar and other top officials in
the state. The letter, dated October 21, was made pub-
lic on Monday when a section of the media also played
an audio clip of the call from a purported aide of

Bishnoi “made from a Dubai number”. Besides seek-
ing upgradation of his ‘Y’ security cover to ‘Z’, Yadav
also demanded “police escort” at all functions he
attends across Bihar, warning “if I get murdered, the
blame shall fall upon the Centre as well as the state
government”. Meanwhile, Purnea SP Kartikeya
Sharma said, “We have come to know about the MP’s
charge through the media. We are looking into it, and
also ensuring that arrangements are made for his safe-
ty in accordance with his ‘Y plus’ security cover”.
Yadav, a gangster-turned-politician, claimed that the
caller was upset over his social media outbursts
against Bishnoi, who is lodged in a Gujarat jail.

Opposition members walk out
of Waqf panel meet

New Delhi, Oct 28: AAP member Sanjay Singh, DMK's
Mohammed Abdulla, Congress' Naseer Hussain and Mohamed
Jawed among others walked out of the meeting. Video grab/X
Several opposition members walked out of the meeting of the
Joint Committee on Waqf Amendment Bill on Monday, protest-
ing against the presentation made by the Delhi Waqf board.
Opposition members claimed that the Delhi Waqf Board admin-
istrator, who had appeared before the Committee, made changes
to the presentation without the knowledge of the Delhi govern-
ment. AAP member Sanjay Singh, DMK's Mohammed Abdulla,
Congress' Naseer Hussain and Mohamed Jawed among others
walked out of the meeting. Opposition members alleged that
MCD Commissioner and Delhi Waqf Board Administrator
Ashwini Kumar has completely altered the initial report of the
Waqf Board without the chief minister's approval.

ED conducts fresh searches
in Karnataka MUDA case
Bengaluru, Oct 28: ED has filed a enforce-

ment case information report (ECIR) under
PMLA to book CM Siddaramaiah and others tak-
ing cognisance of a Lokayukta FIR. File photo
The Enforcement Directorate on Monday under-
took fresh searches in connection with the
Mysuru Urban Development Authority (MUDA)
linked money laundering case in which it has
booked Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
official sources said. About seven-eight premises
in Bengaluru and Mysuru are being covered, the
sources said. The federal agency had conducted
the first round of raids in this case on October 18
when it searched the MUDA office in Mysuru
and some other locations. It also questioned
some lower-rank officials of the MUDA at its
Bengaluru zonal office last week. The ED has
filed a enforcement case information report
(ECIR) under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) to book the CM and oth-
ers taking cognisance of a Lokayukta FIR.
Siddaramaiah is facing Lokayukta and ED probes
into alleged irregularities in the allotment of 14
sites to his wife by the MUDA. Siddaramaiah's
wife Parvathi B M, brother-in-law Mallikarjuna
Swamy, Devaraju -- from whom Mallikarjuna
Swamy purchased land and gifted it to Parvathi --
and others are named as other accused in the
case by the two probe agencies. 

Sanjay Kumar
Prayagraj, Oct 28: Amid reports

of a threat to Bollywood star Salman
Khan’s life from the Lawrence
Bishnoi gang, Bharatiya Kisan

Union (BKU) leader Rakesh Tikait
on Sunday said the actor should
apologise to the Bishnoi community
because if a dispute is resolved by
apologising, then there is nothing
wrong in it. Tikait, who was here to
take part in a farmers’
“Mahapanchayat”, said this while
replying to a reporter’s question on
jailed gangster Lawrence Bishnoi. “If
any dispute ends by apologising to

the Bishnoi community, then what is
wrong in it? If a mistake has been
made knowingly or unknowingly,
then what does Salman Khan lose in
apologising,” the farmer leader

asked. He also alleged that the
Uttar Pradesh Government,
which had promised free elec-
tricity to farmers, had started
installing meters in their
fields. “We do not know how
free electricity will come from
the meters,” he said while talk-
ing to reporters after the
“Kisan Mahapanchayat” held
at Mundera here. “If meters
are to be installed, then they
(BJP) will have to bring it in
their manifesto before the

2027 (UP) Assembly polls.
Otherwise, a meter will not be
installed in a farmer’s field,” Tikait
said. He alleged that the crop was
being procured from farmers in
Jaunpur, Mirzapur and Ballia at Rs
1,200 per quintal. “The same is the
case with maize. In Bihar alone,
farmers have suffered a loss of Rs 1
lakh crore by selling crops at low
prices,” Tikait said.

Salman Khan should apologise to
Bishnoi community: Tikait

Srinagar, Oct.28: Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) president Mehbooba Mufti
has announced the dissolution of the party’s
entire structure with immediate effect.
According to sources, the new office bear-

ers, along with various wings and bodies,
will be formed after discussions with senior
leaders. Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
president Mehbooba Mufti has announced
the dissolution of the party’s entire struc-
ture with immediate effect. According to
sources, the new office bearers, along with

various wings and bodies, will be formed
after discussions with senior leaders. The
announcement was made at the JKPDP
headquarters in Srinagar The fresh devel-
opment comes after the party this week

reviewed its dismal performance in
the Assembly elections, where it was
able to bag only three seats. “New
office bearers, different wings and
bodies will be framed after consulta-
tion with senior party leaders in the
near future,” the party statement said
on Saturday. In the recently held
Assembly elections, PDP won the
three seats of Pulwama, Tral and
Kupwara — all in the Valley — which
was its worst performance since its
inception. In 2014, the PDP had
emerged as the single largest party,
when it won 28 seats. Earlier this

week, the party had said that it will draft
detailed proposals to strengthen “its grass-
roots presence and reconnect with the pub-
lic.” “The party aims to highlight its
achievements and reaffirm itself as a viable
democratic alternative,” the spokesperson
said on Thursday. 

PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti
dissolves entire party structure





Ghaziabad: The UP govt has sought off ic ia l  sa id .Used in  digi ta l  to encroach — Karhera, Ator-Nagla 
time till July next year to demarcate ca r tog raphy  and  geograph ic  a n d  K a n a w a n i  v i l l a g e s  i n  
Hindon floodplains in Ghaziabad and information systems (GIS), DEM and particular.Rampant encroachment of 
GB Nagar.In a reply submitted before DSM are the most common basis for the floodplains was among the key 
the National Green Tribunal on Oct representing a terrain. While DEM reasons behind the 2023 floods that 
17, the irrigation department said six represents the bare earth topography, led to significant loss of life and 
teams, equipped with drones, are a DSM includes all objects on the property in both districts.A social 
expected to complete surveying an surface, like trees, powerlines, activist from Ghaziabad, Alok 
850 sq km area along the river in the etc.The irrigation department has Kumar, submitted a petition in the 
two districts over the next two months c o n s t r u c t e d  a b o u t  5 2 . 5  k m  NGT on Sept 11 last year alleging that 
under the supervision of the Survey of embankment or 'bund' along both the master plan for development of 
India."Each team will cover about 75 banks of Hindon in Noida and the city shows the banks of Hindon as 
sq km per month. We have already Ghaziabad. The river traverses about "river protected area" but the ground 
surveyed about 30 sqkm, the rest will 104km from Mataur village in reality remained different.
be completed by Dec 31. Thereafter, Ghaziabad before emptying into the On Sept 26, 2023, the tribunal asked the 
pillars demarcating the floodplain Yamuna at Momnaathal in Greater state and central govts, pollution 
zone on both sides of the Hindon in Noida's Sector 150.About 42.5km of boards and the civic authorities of 
the two districts will be erected. It is the embankment is in Noida, where Noida, Greater Noida and Ghaziabad 
expected to be done over 90 days. By the river flows 45.5km and passes to respond to the petition. After Noida 
July 2025, we hope to complete the through 28 villages between NH9 and DM submitted its response to the 
work," an official from the irrigation Momnaathal. Over the years, illegal order on Oct 31 last year, the tribunal 
department told TOI."The drone colonies and sprawling farmhouses said the demarcation process of the 
survey data will be processed for have come up right on the floodplain, floodplain zone of Yamuna and 
building digital surface model severally restricting the river's flow.In Hindon had not been carried out. It 
(DSM), digital elevation model Ghaziabad, the river is guarded by just had given the two districts two 
(DEM) and generating contours and 8-km bund. For its remaining 58.5 km months to complete the exercise of 
orthorectified imagery (ORI)," the of course, the riverbank is free for all demarcation of the floodplain.

8k Gr Noida flats registered under UP govt’s 
rehab policy, 8k more likely by March next yr

Will map Hindon floodplains by July next yr, UP tells NGT

intensive paddy cultivation is minimal -- study.Asked how Haryana could slow industries, population growth and Gurgaon: Punjab and Haryana have lost a 
indicating that much of the resource in down this plunder, Saharia said rainwater urbanisation, the study noted.staggering 64.6 billion cubic metres of 
these areas was likely because of the harvesting and precision agriculture were Data showed that groundwater level groundwater in the 17 years between 
urban sprawl. "Long-term implications of key to recharge aquifers.Researchers declined 8-10% in Punjab and Haryana 2003 to 2020, a study has found, 
groundwater loss include reduced relied on data from the Central Ground from 2000 to 2015. In the two states, the underscoring the possible effect of 
agricultural productivity and degraded Wa t e r  B o a r d  ( C G W B ) ,  a t - s i t e  growth rate of factories was 69% in FY urbanisation on this rapidly depleting 

inspections, satellite data and 2004-2005 and this went up to 170% in resource.  To put  i t  into 
hydrological models to analyse FY 2018-2019. Similarly, urbanisation perspective, this volume of 
groundwater levels across the growth was 10% in 201, and this went up groundwater could fill around 25 
country. These figures were then to 20% by 2011."During this decade m i l l i o n  O l y m p i c - s i z e d  
correlated with socio-economic (2001 to 2011), the level of urbanisation, swimming pools, researchers 
parameters of regions. For i.e., percentage of urban population, has from IIT-Delhi and Nasa's 
ins tance,  data  f rom India  increased by 10%-20%, representing one H y d r o l o g i c a l  S c i e n c e s  
Meteorological Department of the highest increases in urban Labora to ry  e s t ima te .The  
(IMD) was studied to examine any population across the country… In depletion, the highest in India, is 
change in rinfall patterns over the addition, groundwater demands for correlated with higher demand 
same period.Based on its analysis, domestic and industrial use show a of water by industries and 
the paper shortlisted five hotspots significant increase of 26%–228%. Thus, households, agriculture and 
with highest levels of groundwater despite government interventions and no population growth, researchers 
depletion in India – Punjab and perceptible decline in precipitation, said. The study, titled ‘Detection 
Haryana topped the list, followed groundwater demand has accelerated and Social Economic Attribution 
by UP, West Bengal, Chhattisgarh leading to depletion." the study said. of Groundwater Depletion in soil quality. This will have societal 

and Kerala.While irrigation for Other studie corroborate the paper's India', was published on Oct 1 in the implications for an agriculture-
agriculture was a common reason for findings.Groundwater levels in Gurgaon Hydrogeology Journal.The paper cited dominated state," Manabendra Saharia, 
groundwater extraction in all five have been classified as ‘overexploited' other research to note that "substantial assistant professor in the department of 
hotspots, other possible reasons in Punjab since 2013 by the Central Ground Water groundwater depletion" was observed in civil engineering at IIT-Delhi, said. 
and Haryana include expansion of Authority (CGWA).Gurgaon and Faridabad, where water- Saharia is one ofhe co-authors of the 

Punjab & Haryana lost 64.6bn cubic 
metres of groundwater in 17 years: Study

Noida: A total of 8,106 flats were policy. The registration of flats this year have appointed SARC and Associates 
registered in Greater Noida since Feb has yielded GNIDA around Rs 547 as consultant to develop guidelines for 
this year after developers came forward crore, with an additional Rs 1,300 crore eligibility, lease rent, and other 
to adopt UP govt's policy aimed at expected through next year.To protect processes.

Earlier, the three authorities formed a reviving stalled real estate projects in homebuyers' interests, GNIDA has 
committee to prepare a standard the state.Another 8,000 flats are likely adopted a tripartite ‘sale agreement' 
operating procedure (SOP) with input to be registered by March next year, model, similar to that in Noida and 
from finance controllers and general according to a report presented to the Yamuna Expressway authorities. The 
managers. While they decided to Greater Noida Industrial Development agreement is signed between builders, 
conduct e-auctions for plots up to Authority's (GNIDA) board on Sunday. homebuyers and the authority 
8,000sqm and interviews for larger The policy, based on recommendations concerned once buyers have made a 
land parcels in Aug, there was no govt of a committee headed by retired 10% down payment.This legally 
order on this. Now, based on the bureaucrat Amitabh Kant, required binding agreement, required for all 
consultant's recommendations, a builders to pay 25% of their future housing projects, ensures timely 
uniform policy is expected to be recalculated dues upfront if they want a payment of stamp duty. Earlier, 
framed. The board also approved a new zero period waiver on interest incurred registration was done only after buyers 
policy to facilitate flat registrations at during two years of the pandemic.In had paid in full. In an attempt to 
Senior Citizen Home Complex Welfare Greater Noida, the report said, standardise industrial plot allocation 
society, where many original allottees developers of 73 group housing policies across Noida, Greater Noida, 
have sold their flats without executing projects – accounting for 32,435 and Yamuna Expressway areas, 
sub-lease deeds. unregistered flats – had opted for the GNIDA and the two other authorities 

Roads swept, waste collected: 
Takeover to end I’puram woes?

engineer NK Choudhary said that, in six Ghaziabad: A little over a month since the 
months, the handover formalities will be handover of Indirapuram township to 
complete.Ghaziabad Municipal Corporation 

(GMC), civic amenities have seen  "The township has a road network of 80km, 
improvements. Road sweeping and door- and as per our survey, 8.5km of it is 
to-door waste collection have become a riddled with potholes, and we are already 
regular affair, residents said. So far, GDA on the job to repair it, which will 
has paid GMC the first instalment of Rs hopefully be done before Diwali," said 
70 crore, as per the agreement."During Choudhary. He added, "The township has 
GDA's time, a private agency was given 183 societies and a population of over 4 
the contract for door-to-door collection. lakh, and to cater to this size of 
However, after the handover, the population, a separate zone will be 
corporation augmented manpower in the created shortly, which will help in the 
township, which is evident, and we just divestment of duties and will ensure 
hope that it only gets better," said Ashish better amenities and services in the 
Kumar, a resident of Supertech township. The city is, as of now, divided 
Apartment in Indirapuram.Another into five zones."Officials said that there 
resident, Anish Anand, said, "GMC's will be no dearth of funds to upgrade 
door-to-door collection vehicles playing services in the township.

waste daily."There are seven wards in development authority, had little the ‘Swach Bharat Ka Irada' jingle on "As per the agreement, GDA has already 
Indirapuram, and we have deployed four expertise or, I would say, even interest in loudspeakers could be heard every day, paid Rs 70 crore to GMC, and by Dec 31 
CNG-f i t ted  door- to-door  was te  maintaining civic amenities, while GMC, and I could see residents lining up near this year, another instalment of Rs 40 
collecting vehicles in each ward. While on the other hand, has expertise which is these vehicles to dispose of segregated crore will be transferred, and by 1 March 
the process of complete handover will put to good use in the township. The solid waste. While in the rest of the city it is 2025, another amount of Rs 40 crore will 
take place by March next year, the waste management in the township will common, in Indirapuram this is taking be transferred, with the remaining Rs 35 
corporation has started making amends in be strengthened further as within six place after the handover of the township." crore by July next year. The amount will 
terms of work culture," a GMC official months we will come up with a material GMC officials said that the township, be used for the good of Indirapuram, and 
said. The officials further explained, r e c o v e r y  c e n t r e  i n  t h e  which has a population of over 4 lakh, within the next few months, the change 
"Earlier, GDA, which is essentially a township."Meanwhile, GMC chief generates between 125-150 MT of civic will be visible," said Choudhary.

Air turns ‘very poor’, official 
blames Pakistan for farm fires
Noida: Air quality dipped to ‘very poor' in the 

NCR cities of Noida, Greater Noida and 
Ghaziabad on Sunday, prompting a senior 
pollution board official to blame Pakistan for the 
plummeting levels.While Noida recorded an 
AQI of 304 – a significant plunge from 169 the 
previous day – Greater Noida also registered a 
decline at 312. Neighbouring Ghaziabad 
recorded an AQI of 324.While Noida and 
Ghaziabad recorded AQI levels upwards of 300 
on Aug 23, this is the first time that Greater 
Noida breathed ‘very poor' air this season."This 
is the first time this year that all three cities of 
Noida, Greater Noida and Ghaziabad saw ‘very 
poor' air quality on the same day. And our 
neighbouring country – Pakistan – needs to be 
blamed for this. Increasing instances of stubble 

burning have been sending toxic smoke across 
the border," said DK Gupta, regional officer of 
the UP pollution control board in Greater Noida.

Even though winds were not favourable or the 
transport of smoke from the stubble-burning 
sites to Delhi on Sunday, experts said air quality 
worsened as the local wind speed dropped to 
zero, causing an accumulation of pollutants. 
Winds from northwest India usually bring 
emissions from farm fires to Delhi. A haze hung 
over the capital as the lowest visibility was 
recorded at 1,000 metres at Palam and 1,500 
metres at Safdarjung early Sunday. At some 
stations in Delhi, the AQI slipped into the severe 
category.

According to a bulletin by the Indian Institute of 
Tropical Meteorology (IITM), air quality is 
likely to be in the ‘very poor' category from Oct 
28 to Oct 30. It could worsen further to reach a 
severe category on Oct 30 and 31 if fire crackers 
are burst  with impunity on Diwali .  
"Meteorological conditions are unfavourable for 
the effective dispersion of pollutants. The 
outlook for the subsequent six days suggests that 
the air quality is likely to be in the very poor to 
severe category.," it said.CPCB data since 2015 
shows that the AQI has consistently increased 
the day after Diwali in seven out of the past eight 
years.

News box

Ghaziabad: A first-year law student was allegedly 
assaulted by his seniors, days after a spat at a fresher's 
party in a private college earlier this month.An FIR 
was registered against Ajay Bhati and 10 other 
students of Mewar Institute following a complaint by 
the father of Om Chaudhury, who was thrashed on Oct 
22.

According to the complaint, Om – who took admission 
in a BA LLB course at the college – attended the 
fresher's party on Oct 19. He accidentally spilled water 
on Bhati, his senior at the college, leading to a heated 
argument between them.A timely intervention by a 
teacher, however, stopped the tussle from escalating 
into a possible clash.The next day, Bhati called Om to 
college and asked him to apologise publicly. As he did 
so, Om's seniors recorded a video to circulate it among 
their classmates as a testimony to the public apology.

Despite the apology, Om was accosted by his seniors 
while he was on his way home with a friend from 
college. Led by Bhati, the group of 18 students 
allegedly abused Om outside the college gate."Bhati 
and the others pounced upon Om, pinned him to the 
ground and rained kicks and punches. They left him 
bleeding on the road and fled after a while," said 
Swatantra Singh, ACP, Indirapuram.An FIR was 
registered against the students under sections 191(2) 
(rioting), 115(2) (assault), and 351(2) (criminal 
intimidation) of BNS at Indirapuram police station. 
The students, police said, are aged between 20 and 25 
years. College officials could not be reached for a 
comment.Bhati and the others pounced upon Om, 
pinned him to the ground and rained kicks and punches. 
They left him bleeding on the road and fled after a 
while," said Swatantra Singh, ACP, Indirapuram.

Law student spills water 
on senior at party, 
thrashed

Ghaziabad: A new dumpsite has emerged along a 
service road connecting NH-9 with Siddharth Vihar. 
Garbage trucks can be seen unloading their contents at 
this spot, creating an unsightly and unhygienic 
environment, residents said."Authorities have been 
notified about the issue, but no concrete action has 
been taken thus far. The lack of proper waste 
management and disposal systems has led to the 
emergence of such unauthorised dumping grounds 
across the city. It is crucial for the authorities to 
address this problem promptly and find sustainable 
solutions to ensure the well-being of the citizens and 
the environment," said NK Negi, a resident of the area.

The accumulated waste attracts pests and emits foul 
odours, making it hard for people to walk or drive past 
the area. Moreover, the dumping site is in close 
proximity to residential neighbourhoods, raising fears 
of contamination and the spread of diseases"The road 

has been littered with construction and demolition 
waste for an extended period, and it remains 
unaddressed. The lane, frequently used by numerous 
residents, has received minimal cleaning attention. 
Various spots along the lane are marred by scattered 
garbage, including easily noticeable construction 
debris, plastic and horticulture waste," said Priyanka 
Bhardwaj another resident.The lack of proper waste 
management and regular cleaning has led to an 
unsightly and unhygienic environment for those who 
rely on this road daily. The prolonged presence of the 
waste suggests a disregard for the well-being of the 
residents and the overall cleanliness of the area.

Residents are required by law to properly dispose of 
construction and demolition waste, but the civic body 
has been unsuccessful in implementing these 
regulations effectively.

This road to NH-9 is now a 
dumpsite, trucks unload 
trash here

Noida: Heaps of garbage and lack of sanitation have 
become a bane for residents of several Greater Noida 
sectors including Beta 1 and 2, Alpha 2, Gamma 2, 
Delta 2, Omicron etc."Apart from dirt accumulation 
in our sector, roads have not been repaired for 7 to 8 
years. The sector has broken stretches at many places. 
Additionally, sewer overflows have become common 
and most of the streetlights are covered by unpruned 
trees," said Harinder Bhati, a resident of Sector Beta 1, 
Greater Noida.Bhati also said heaps of rubble can be 
seen across sectors Xu 1, Beta 2, Alpha 2 and Gamma 
2. Also, water p r e s s u r e i s l ow a n d the drain on the 
24-meter road has not been cleaned for a while. 
"Furthermore, the kerb stones have not been painted 
and drain covers are missing at many locations," said 
Bhati.

While Subhash Bhati complained abou the unkempt 
main road of Sector Alpha 2, Ashish Sharma from 
Sector Gamma 2 spoke about damaged green spaces, 
traffic snarls.Alok Nagar, vice president of Greater 
Noida Federation of RWAs said, "The situation has 
exacerbated due to the negligence of the officials of 
Greater Noida Authority and the recurrent strike of 
sanitation workers. The result is heaps of garbage 
everywhere."Nagar, who is also the RWA general 
secretary of Sector Delta 2, said the situation has 
worsened to the point where garbage piles are visible 
everywhere. Nagar goes on, "While residents across 
the city are engaged in extensive cleaning of their 
homes and distributing sweets ahead of Diwali, 
significant garbage and dirt is accumulating in 
various areas of Greater Noida. 

Garbage piles up in Greater 
Noida, clogged drains wait to 
be cleaned
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Mom-son duo among 4 held for snatchings
Noida: Four people, including a mother-son duo, were arrested in connection with several chain snatching cases

in the city on Saturday.The accused, all from Ghaziabad, were identified as Aditya (27), Zoheb (20), Sunny (23) and
the latter's mother, Mamta.As part of their modus operandi, which was revealed during interrogation, Sunny and
Aditya would target those wearing gold chains and travelling alone. They would brandish their gun and threaten the
victims with dire consequences before fleeing with their ornaments on their bike. Then, they would hand the chains
over to Mamta, who in turn gave them to a Ghaziabad-based jeweller Zoheb. The jeweller would remould the jew-
ellery and sell it. The proceeds were then divided among the four.Deputy commissioner of police, Noida, Rambadan
Singh said the arrests were made jointly by the Sector 113 police and the oida surveillance team.First, Aditya and
Sunny were taken into custody on charges of snatching jewellery from people on FNG
Road, and after they provided further information, their two accomplices were arrest-
ed.Both Aditya and Sunny have an extensive criminal history in Gautam Budh Nagar
and Ghaziabad, DCP Singh said, with cases registered against them under the Indian
Penal Code, BNS, Arms Act, and Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act.
Mamta and Zoheb also have several criminal cases registered against them.Police
seized six chains, a pair of gold earrings, two illegal
guns, a motorcycle used in the crimes and four pieces of
broken gold chains from the accused, and they were
charged under sections 304(2) (snatching) and 317(4)
(receiving stolen property) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS). Further investigation is underway to
unearth the full extent of the criminal activities of the
accused and to determine
if any others were in
involved in their opera-
tions.

PUBLIC NOTICE
That my clients. Urmila Devi W/O Late.
Suresh Kumar R/o House NO, 1/135 E
Block Pratap Vihar-3 Kirari Suleman
Nager North-West-Delhi- 110086 have
disowned/debarred his, son namely
Pratap & his wife namely Santosh
Kakeria from their all movable, immov-
able properties due to his/her bad con-
duct, behavior towards my clients and
he/she is not in my client's control and
if any one keeps relation with his/her it
will be on their own risk, cost and con-
sequences and my clients have no
responsibility for his/her act, omission
etc. in this regard.

AMARDEEP INDORA ADVOCATE
CHAMBER NO. 604,

LAWYER'S CHAMBER BUILDING,
ROHINI COURT COMPLEX, 

DISTRICT COURTS ROHINL
NEW DELHI

NAME CHANGE
I, BABU LAL S/o MANGARU R/o S-
313/R-13, EAST MEHRAM NAGAR, IGI
AIRPORT, SOUTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110037, have changed my name
from BABU LAL to BABU LAL PAL for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANGITAWife of No-15811668X Rank-
HAV Name-KHAMKAR PANDURANG
KISAN residing at VILL-GHARGAON,
PO-GHARGAON, TEHSIL-SHRIGON-
DA, DIST-AHMADNAGAR, MAHA-
RASHTRA-413728, have changed my
name from SANGITA to SANGITA PAN-
DURANG KHAMKAR for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 28/10/2024
before Executive Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Anjali W/o Sanjay Khatri R/o D-2004,
Gurgaon One, Alpha Corp, Sector-84, Sihi,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122004, Have
Changed My Name To Anjali Khatri For All
Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Ankit Kumar S/o Akhilesh Kumar yadav
R/O D-84,Madhu vihar, west Delhi -
110059 have changed my name from
Ankit Kumar to Ankit Kumar Yadav for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUMAN RANI Wife of No-14437426H,
Rank-HAV, Name-DINESH KUMAR resid-
ing at VILL-DAKHORA, PO-DAKHORA,
DISTT-REWARI, HARYANA-123401 have
changed my name from SUMAN RANI to
SUMAN RANI YADAV for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 28/10/2024 before
Executive Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, DEEPESH YADAV Son of No-
14437426H, Rank-HAV, Name-DINESH
KUMAR residing at-VILL-DAKHORA, PO-
DAKHORA, DISTT-REWARI, HARYANA-
123401 have changed my name from
DEEPESH YADAV to DEPENDER
SINGH for all future purposes and in my
father’s service records my date of birth
wrongly mentioned as 03/02/2008 instead
of my correct date of birth as 03/02/2006
vide Affidavit dated 28/10/2024 before
Executive Magistrate DelhiI

NAME CHANGE
I, DUDIKI ANKAMA RAO Father of No-
15178784A Rank-HAV(DS), Name-
DUDIKI SRINIVASARAO Presently resid-
ing at VILL-MEDIKONDUR, POST-
MEDIKONDUR, TEH-MEDIKONDUR,
DIST-GUNTUR, STATE-ANDRA
PRADESH-522438 have changed my
name from DUDIKI ANKAMA RAO to
DUDIKI ANKAMMAfor all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 28/10/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANUSHKA YADAV Daughter of No-
14437426H, Rank-HAV, Name-DINESH
KUMAR residing at VILL-DAKHORA,
PO-DAKHORA, DISTT-REWARI,
HARYANA-123401 have changed my
name from ANUSHKA YADAV to
ANUSHKA for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 28/10/2024 before
Executive Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
SHIVENDRA PRATAP SINGH S/O
RAJENDRA BAHADUR SINGH R/O H
NO-3558, 3RD FLOOR, GALI NO-4,
NARNG COLONY TRI NAGAR,
ONKAR NAGAR, NORTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110035, declare that
name of my minor son has been
wrongly written as SHARAVAN PRAT-
AP SINGH in my minor son SHRAVAN
PRATAP SINGH aged 14 years in his
school records . The actual name of
mine is SHRAVAN PRATAP SINGH,
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform to the public at large that
Mr. Vijay Kumar who is the owner of
Plot area measuring 33.25 Sq. Yds.,
Khasra No.507, Situated at Ashok
Vatika, Village Pasonda, Loni,
Ghaziabad (U.P), became owner
through Sale Deed dated 21.06.2023
(Vide Doc. No.6371) executed by Mr.
Subham Bhati and same to be finance
& mortgage by Hinduja Housing
Finance Ltd., having its Branch at
Shalimar Garden, U.P. That, (1) Death
Certificate of Late Mr. Rangi Lal died on
28.09.2003, (2) Death Certificate of
Late Mrs. Lal Jhari Devi died on
02.08.2011 & (3) SMC of Late Mr.
Rangi Lal & Late Mrs. Lal Jhari Devi
reflecting legal heirs as Mr. Sunil Kumar
(Son), Mr. Ashok Kumar (Son) & Mr.
Jitender Kumar (Son) are not available
in the records. So, to comply the
requirements of BANK/NBFC, we give
this public notice that if any Person hav-
ing any type of claim /right/title/inter-
est/creating mortgage over the said
property, may inform in writing, at the
address mentioned below, about his
objections, within 7 days from today,
failing which it shall be presumed that
the said property is free from all type of
Encumbrances, lien etc.

Advocate Abhishek Singh
A-2/367, Nand Nagri
Near GTB Enclave,

SDM Court Nand Nagri, Delhi-110093 
Mobile: 7706007066

Email: advabhisingh1993@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
KULDEEP KAUR W/o GURPREET
SINGH R/o  8313, Gali No.04, Multani
Dhanda, Pahar Ganj, Delhi-110055
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as KARMJEET KAUR,
in my Aadhaar  Card
No.504924290162, The Actual name of
mine is KULDEEP KAUR respectively,
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I, ANJALI
BHATI D/O DHARMENDER SINGH
BHATI  R/o 72, 2, Near New Krishna
Public School, New Sabhapur Gujran,
Karawal Nagar, North East Delhi, Delhi-
110094, declare that  name of my father
has been wrongly written as DHAR-
MENDERA SINGH BHATI in my OBC
Certificate No. 90500000501986. The
actual name of my father is DHAR-
MENDER SINGH BHATI, which may be
amended accordingly

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as SULENDAR
SONKAR S/o RAMNATH residing at
Jhuggi-211, Indra Colony, Shalimar Bagh,
North West Delhi -110088 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be known as
VIRENDAR SONKAR.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as VEENAW/o MURARI
LALresiding at House No. C/7/133, Sadar
Thana Road, Motia Khan, Pahar Ganj,
Central Delhi, New Delhi - 110055 have
changed my name and shall hereafter be
known as BEENA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Mr. Ashok Mittal who
is Purchasing the Built–Up Property No.
RZ- G-52, land area measuring 100 Sq.
Yds., out of Khasra No. 82/21, situated
in the revenue Estate of Village Palam,
Delhi Estate and colony known as
Mahavir Enclave, New Delhi – 110045
from Mrs. Jainamma Philip who is the
owner of the said property vide
Relinquishment Deed dated 14.09.2024
and intend to get the financial assistance
from Aditya Birla Housing Finance Ltd
.will provide the financial assistance. If
any person(s) /Institution has/have any
objection(s) or claim(s) with respect to
the right, title or interest in the said prop-
erty may please contact us within 07
days from the date of this notice on the
address mentioned herein below, failing
which my client(s) shall not be held
responsible in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan and Khaitan
A-38 Kailash Colony, 

New Delhi-110048, 
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Mr. Reetesh Kumar
who is Purchasing the Residential Plot
area measuring 45 Sq.Yds , Khasra no.
237m, Village Sadarpur, Pargana &
Tehsil Dadri , Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar
from Mrs. Sunita Rani who is the owner
of the said property vide Sale Deed
dated 26.06.2009 and intend to get the
financial assistance from Piramal Capital
& Housing Finance Limited will provide
the financial assistance. If any person(s)
/Institution has/have any objection(s) or
claim(s) with respect to the right, title or
interest in the said property may please
contact us within 07 days from the date
of this notice on the address mentioned
herein below, failing which my client(s)
shall not be held responsible in any
manner whatsoever.

Khaitan and Khaitan
A-38 Kailash Colony, 

New Delhi-110048, 
Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at
large that my client Mr. Aagan Jain who
is Purchasing the Property bearing no. A-
2 with roof rights, measuring 50 Sq.
yards, out of Khasra no. 18/8, situated in
the revenue estate of village Kamalpur, in
the abadi of Chandan Vihar, A2-Block,
West Sant Nagar, Majra, Illaqa Burari,
Delhi- 110084 Budh Nagar from Mrs.
Saroj Rani who is the owner of the said
property vide General Power of Attorney,
Agreement to Sell & WILL dated
26.10.2012 and intend to get the financial
assistance from SMFG India Home
Finance will provide the financial assis-
tance. If any person(s) /Institution
has/have any objection(s) or claim(s)
with respect to the right, title or interest in
the said property may please contact us
within 07 days from the date of this notice
on the address mentioned herein below,
failing which my client(s) shall not be held
responsible in any manner whatsoever.

Khaitan and Khaitan
A-38 Kailash Colony, 

New Delhi-110048, 
Ph. No: 011-49774545



WORLD 4

Japan gets hung parliament after polls, PM Ishiba's coalition loses majority

Egypt proposes 2-day Gaza ceasefire 
with hostage-prisoner exchange

World. US President Joe Biden will celebrate 
Diwali at the White House on Monday evening 
along with several Indian Americans. Like last 
year, he, along with First Lady Jill Biden, will 
start the celebrations by lighting a diya in the 
Blue Room.Following this, the US President will 
address the gathering of Indian Americans, for 
whom he will be hosting a reception, the White 
House said, news agency PTI reported.This will 
mark Biden's last Diwali reception at the White 
House, as he has 
pulled back his 
name from the 
US presidential 
elections in July 
this year.

The White House 
announced that 
President Biden's 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  
would include a 
video message 
f r o m  S u n i t a  
W i l l i a m s ,  a  
NASA astronaut 
and retired Navy 
captain. Williams 
r e c o r d e d  h e r  
message from the International Space Station, 
w h e r e  s h e  a s s u m e d  c o m m a n d  i n  
September.Williams, a practising Hindu, has 
previously sent Diwali greetings from the ISS to 
people worldwide. She has also celebrated her 
heritage in space by bringing cultural items, such 
as samosas and copies of the Upanishads and the 
Bhagavad Gita, according to the White House.

In addition to the Marine Corps Band, musical 
entertainment will be provided by Nootana, a 
Washington-based ensemble specialising in 
classical South Asian dance and music.Last year, 
President Biden shared a video of the festivities 
on his official X handle, where he could be seen 
lighting a diya with the US First Lady at the 
White House.

US comedian's 'Puerto Rico floating garbage' jab at Trump poll rally stirs row

school. He was violating the law. authorisation to be in the US when he 
And he’s talking about all these started Zip2.
illegals coming our way?” Biden According to the account, that email was 
said while campaigning on Saturday submitted as evidence in a now-closed 
in Pittsburgh at a union hall.he California defamation lawsuit and said 
Washington Post reported that Musk that Musk had apllied to Stanford so he 
worked illegally in the country while could stay in the country legally.Musk is 
on a student visa. The newspaper, today the world’s richest man. He has 
citing company documents, former committed more than $70 million to help 
business associates and court Republican presidential nominee Donald 
documents, said Musk arrived in Trump and other GOP candidates win on 
Palo Alto, California in 1995 for a Nov. 5, and is one of the party’s biggest 
graduate program at Stanford New York. President Joe Biden slammed Elon donors this campaign season. He has been 
University “but never enrolled in Musk for hypocrisy on immigration after a headlining events in the White House 
courses, working instead on his published report that the Tesla CEO once race’s final stretch, often echoing 
startup. ”worked illegally in the United States. The possibility of their founder being deported, Trump’s  da rk  rhe to r i c  aga ins t  

South Africa-born Musk denies the according to the report, and gave him a Musk wrote on X in reply to a video post of immigration.Trump has pledged to give 
allegation.“That wealthiest man in the world deadline for obtaining a work visa. The Biden’s comments: “I was in fact allowed to Musk a role in his administration if he wins 
turned out to be an illegal worker here. No, newspaper also cited a 2005 email from work in the US.” Musk added, “The Biden next month.There was no immediate 
I’m serious. He was supposed to be in school M u s k  t o  h i s  Te s l a  c o - f o u n d e r s  puppet is lying.”Investors in Musk’s response to messages left with X and Tesla 
when he came on a student visa. He wasn’t in acknowledging that he did not have company, Zip2, were concerned about the seeking Musk’s comment.

Biden slams Elon Musk after report of illegally working in US: Violation of law

Zionist regime made a mistake: Khamenei tweets in Hebrew, X suspends account

News box

Washington DC. McDonald’s on Sunday 
ruled out beef patties as a source of the E 
Coli outbreak linked to Quarter Pounder 
hamburgers, which has killed at least one 
person and sickened nearly 75 others."We 
r ema in  ve ry  con f iden t  t ha t  any  
contaminated product related to this 
outbreak has been removed from our supply 
chain and is out of all McDonald’s 
restaurants," the fast-food chain's Chief 
Supply Chain Officer Cesar Pina said in a 
statement.The Colorado Department of 
Agriculture said that all subsamples from 
multiple lots of McDonald’s brand fresh and 
frozen beef patties had tested negative for E 
Coli, adding that it had completed beef 
testing and does not anticipate receiving 
further samples.McDonald’s said it would 
resume distribution of fresh supplies of the 
Quarter Pounder and that it is expected to be 
available in all restaurants in the coming 
week, according to the statement.Regulators 
had been investigating whether McDonald's 
beef patties could be affected.The US Food 
and Drug Administration and the US 
Department  of  Agricul ture didn ' t  
immediately respond to a Reuters request 
for comment.E Coli is killed in beef when 
cooked properly. The McDonald's Quarter 
Pounder is served with raw and slivered 
onions and affected restaurants will serve 
the burgers without such onions.US fast-
food chains have pulled fresh onions out of 
their menu items after the vegetable was 
named as the likely source of an E Coli 
outbreak.McDonald's has pulled the Quarter 
Pounder from about one-fifth of its US 
restaurants, including in Colorado, Kansas, 
Utah and Wyoming, and in parts of Idaho, 
Iowa, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
Nevada, New Mexico and Oklahoma.Past E 
Coli outbreaks have hampered sales at big 
fast-food restaurants as customers avoid 
affected chains.

McDonald's rules out 
beef  patties as source 
of  E Coli outbreak that 
killed 1

World. The Hebrew language account opened 
by Iran's leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on 
social media platform X has been suspended 
after just two posts, as per Jerusalem 
Post.The latest post from Sunday read, "The 
Zionist regime made a mistake, and erred in 
its calculation regarding Iran. We will make it 
understand what power, ability, initiative and 
desire the Iranian nation has."The first 
Hebrew language post came on Saturday, 
reading, "In the name of Allah the merciful." 
Both posts came after Israel's strikes on Iran's 
military targets last week.

On his main X account, Khamenei often posts 
in Hebrew, often using strong language 
against Israel.

Khamenei had said that Israel's airstrikes on 
Iran should not be magnified nor downplayed. 
While Israel would like to amplify the 
impacts of its actions against Iran, Khamenei 
said on Sunday, adding it would also not be 
right for Iran to dismiss the strikes as 
insignificant, CNN reported.They're making 
a miscalculation concerning Iran," he said in 
comments published on his website. "They 
still haven't been able to correctly understand 
the power, capability, ingenuity, and 
determination of the Iranian people. 

Iran Supreme Leader's 
Hebrew X Account 
Suspended, Last Post 
Was...

Washington, United:Tax breaks for families 
with children? Supporting Ukraine? Drilling 
for oil?From taxes, to immigration, to 
abortion -- here are the five key issues which 
are at stake as Donald Trump and Kamala 
Harris enter a final sprint in the race for the 
White House.

Economy
Trump, who cut taxes for businesses and the 

wealthy during his 2017-2021 presidency, 
plans to impose tariffs of more than 10 
percent on all US imports, which he says will 
enable him to lower taxes for Americans.  

The Republican has also vowed to make the 
United States the "crypto capital of the 
planet," and launched his own cryptocurrency 
p l a t f o r m  w i t h  h i s  s o n s  i n  
September.Democrat Harris, meanwhile, is 
appealing to the middle class with her 
promise to create an "opportunity economy," 
while pitching moderate tax hikes for the 
richest people.The 60-year-old has also 
promoted child tax credits, support for first-
time homebuyers, and help for small 
businesses.

Immigration
Trump has taken a hard-line approach on 

immigration, saying that he will order mass 
deportations of millions of undocumented 
migrants if reelected.The former president, 
who in 2016 promised to build a wall along 
the US-Mexico border, has accused 
immigrants of "poisoning the blood of our 
country."For her part, Harris has pledged a 
tough stance and warned of "consequences" 
for people who enter the country illegally. She 
has supported President Joe Biden's plan to 
tighten up immigration policy, notably by 
investing in physical barriers on the 
border.Reproductive rights are a big issue for 
some US voters after the federal right to 
abortion was removed in 2022 with the 
overturning of Roe v Wade, resulting in total 
abortion bans in some states.  

From Immigration To 
Abortion: 5 Issues At 
Stake In The US Election

Biden to celebrate Diwali at 
White House, will feature 

message from Sunita Williams

Prime Minister Shigeru 
Ishiba's ruling coalition 
failed to secure a 
majority in the elections 
in Japan amidst the 
rising economic 
challenges and a tense 
security situation.

World. Former President Donald Trump's saying, "I don't know if you know this, but the Puerto Rican singer with 18.6 million 
election rally at Madison Square Gardens, there's literally a floating island of garbage followers on Instagram, quickly shared a 
which was labelled as a triumphant in the middle of the ocean right now. I video of Harris's appeal to Puerto Rican 
homecoming ,  was  mar red  wi th  think it's called Puerto Rico."The joke voters, along with a clip of Hinchcliffe's 
controversy after comedian Tony created a ripple online and drew sharp remarks.Bad Bunny, too, shared a portion 
Hinchcliffe called Puerto Rico a "floating criticism, with Congresswoman Mar-a from Kamala Harris's speech where she 
island of garbage".The joke drew Elvira Salazar stating that she was left said, "I will never forget what Donald 
immediate criticism from both Democrats "disgusted" by Hinchcliffe's remark. Trump did and what he did not do when 
and Republicans, prompting Trump's Puerto Rico needed a caring and a "As a Puerto Rican, I am tempted to call 
campaign tor distance itself from the competent leader."Minnesota Governor Hinchcliffe racist garbage, but doing so 
comments.Trump's rally included scores Tim Waltz, while reacting to the video of would be an insult to garbage. When 
of speakers, including former pro wrestler Hinchcliffe's remarks during a stream with casting their ballots at the voting booth, 
Hulk Hogan, Melania Trump and SpaceX Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez asked, "Who is Latinos should never forget the racism that 
CEO Elon Musk. But Hinchcliffe's this jackwad?"Responding to criticism Donald Trump seems all too willing to 
remarks grabbed headlines in one of from Waltz, Hinchcliffe said that his platform," said Congressman Ritchie 
Trump's biggest election rallies with just a comment was taken out of "context" to Torres while sharing the video of his 
week to go for the November 5 polls.The make it sound racist."This is what they remark."You're opening for Trump by 
event began with comedian Tony think of us," Martin wrote in Spanish and calling Puerto Rico a floating pile of 
Hinchcliffe, host of the 'Kill Tony' podcast, urged voters to vote for Kamala garbage. 4,000+ Puerto Ricans died under 
who opened the rally with a set replete Harris."These people have no sense of him," said Congresswoman Alexandria 
with slurs about Latinos, African humour. Wild that a vice presidential Ocasio-Cortez.Jennifer Lopez, Bad 
Americans and other groups. candidate would take time out of his "busy Bunny and Ricky Martin immediately 

schedule" to analyze a joke taken out of Hinchcliffe said Latinos "love making responded to the comment by sharing a 
context to make it seem racist. I love babies", a joke that was met with clip of Kamala Harris's video wherein she 
Puerto Rico and vacation there. I made fun uncertainty from the crowd. The criticised Donald Trump for witholding 
of everyoneâ€æwatch the whole set. comedian doubled down on his remark, hurricane relief to the island.Ricky Martin, 

Palestinian prisoners. spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said in a Cairo. Egypt has proposed an initial two-day 
statement.Israeli authorities were hampering ceasefire in Gaza to exchange four Israeli The objective, still elusive after multiple 
efforts to deliver food, medicine and other hostages of Hamas for some Palestinian mediation attempts, is to get Israel and 
essential humanitarian supplies, putting prisoners, Egypt's president said on Sunday Hamas to agree to a halt in fighting for less 
lives at risk, he said.The devastation and as Israeli military strikes killed 45 than a month in the hope this would lead to a 
deprivation resulting from Israeli military Palestinians across the enclave.Egyptian more permanent ceasefire.At least 43 of 
operations in the north were making life leader Abdel Fattah al-Sisi made the those killed in Gazaon Sunday were in the 
there untenable.srael says its forces operate announcement as efforts to defuse the north of the enclave, where Israeli troops 
in accordance with international law. It says devastating, more than year-long war have returned to root out Hamas fighters who 
it targets Hamas operatives who conceal resumed in Qatar with the directors of the it says have regrouped there.
themselves among the civilian population CIA and Israel's Mossad intelligence agency force and governing entity in Gaza.The US, UNBEARABLE CONDITIONS IN 
which they use as human shields, a charge taking part.Speaking alongside Algerian Qatar and Egypt have been spearheading NORTH GAZA: UN
H a m a s  d e n i e s . t  d e n i e s  b l o c k i n g  President Abdelmadjid Tebboune during a negotiations to end the war that erupted after The United Nations said the plight of 
humanitarian aid to Gaza, blaming press conference in Cairo, Sisi also said that Hamas fighters stormed into southern Israel Palestinian civilians in northern Gaza was 
international organisations for problems talks should resume within 10 days of on October 7 last year, killing 1,200 people "unbearable" and the conflict was being 
distributing it and accusing Hamas of implementing the temporary ceasefire in and taking more than 250 hostages, by Israeli "waged with little regard for the 
stealing from aid convoys.efforts to reach a permanent one. tallies.he death toll from Israel's retaliatory requirements of international humanitarian 

There was no immediate comment from Israel JABALIA IN FOCUSair and ground onslaught in Gaza is law"."The Secretary-General (Antonio 
or Hamas but a Palestinian official close to approaching 43,000, Gaza health officials Earlier on Sunday, 20 people were killed Guterres) is shocked by the harrowing levels 
the mediation effort told Reuters: "I expect say, with the denselypopulated enclave in following an airstrike on houses in Jabalia, of death, injury and destruction in the north, 
Hamas would listen to the new offers, but it ruins.An official briefed on the talks told the largest of the Gaza Strip's eight historic with civilians trapped under rubble, the sick 
remains determined that any agreement must Reuters earlier on Sunday that negotiations refugee camps, which has been the focus of and wounded going without life-saving 
end the war and get Israeli forces out of in Doha will seek a short-term ceasefire and an Israeli military offensive for more than health care, and families lacking food and 
Gaza."Israel has said the war cannot end the release of some hostages being held by three weeks, medics and the Palestinian shelter, amid reports of families being 
until Hamas has been wiped out as a military Hamas in exchange fr Israel's release of official news agency WAFA said.separated and many people detained," UN 

possibly weeks, of political wrangling political risk advisory firm.Ishiba is 
to form a government and potentially a scheduled to hold a press conference at 2 pm 
change of leader.That comes as the (local time). Ahead of the election, the LDP 
country faces economic headwinds, a had been planning to convene parliament on 
tense security situation fuelled by an Nov. 7 to confirm the prime minister, 
assertive China and nuclear-armed according to Japanese media including Jiji 
North Korea, and less than a week and the Yomiuri newspaper.
before US voters head to the polls in CDPJ leader Yoshihiko Noda has said he 
another unpredictable election. would work with other parties to try and 

Ishiba's Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) oust the incumbents, though analysts see 
and its junior coalition partner Komeito this as a more remote possibility.
took 215 seats in the lower house of The LDP has ruled Japan for almost all of its 
parliament, down from 279 seats, as post-war history and the result marked its 
voters punished the incumbents over a worst election since it briefly lost power in 
funding scandal and a cost-of-living 2009 to a precursor of the CDPJ.n a 
crunch. Two cabinet ministers and statement, the head of Japan's most 
Komeito's leader, Keiichi Ishii, lost powerful business lobby said the country 

month ago - can survive after the drubbing. their seats.The biggest winner of the needed political stability to steer an 
Smaller parties also made gains and their night, the main opposition Constitutional Tokyo. The make-up of Japan's future economy that faced urgent tasks such as 
role  in  negot ia t ions could prove Democratic Party of Japan (CDPJ), had 148 government was in flux on Monday after boosting the supply of nuclear energy and 
key."Whether or not Prime Minister Shigeru seats, up from 98 previously, but also still voters punished Prime Minister Shigeru maintaining the momentum for wage hikes.
Ishiba resigns as LDP leader today, it seems well short of the 233 majority.As mandated Ishiba's ruling coalition, leaving no party "We strongly hope for policy-oriented politics 
unlikely that he will survive to lead a new by the constitution, the parties now have 30 with a clear mandate to lead the world's through the establishment of a stable 
government as prime minister ... though it is days to figure out a grouping that can govern, fourth-largest economy.The uncertainty sent government centred on the LDP-Komeito 
possible he could stay on as caretaker," said and there remains uncertainty over how long the yen currency to a three-month low as (coalition)," Keidanren Chairman Masakazu 
Tobias Harris, founder of Japan Foresight, a Ishiba - who became premier less than a investors and analysts prepared for days, or Tokura said.

retweeted by his main account.Khamenei Iran's recent barrage of rockets fired into World. Iranian Supreme Leader Ali 
opened the account to post in Hebrew, a Israel earlier this month.Initially, Iranian Khamenei's Hebrew language account 
language spoken in Israel, after Israel authorities attempted to play down the on the social media platform X was 
launched air strikes on military targets in incident, claiming the damage was suspended a day after it was opened amid 
Iran on Saturday. The @Khamenei_Heb limited. However, on Sunday, Khamenei the escalating tensions between Israel 
account currently shows it has been asserted that the attack should not be and Iran.The account was suspended 
s u s p e n d e d  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  X ’s  downplayed. He said that Iranian hours after he threatened to retaliate for 
rules.Khamenei's main account on X, officials should determine how best to the recent Israeli strike on Iran, saying, 
where he primarily posts in English and demonstrate Iran's power to Israel.“The Zionist regime made a mistake. It 
often in Hebrew, is live on the platform. erred in its calculations on Iran. We will "The evil committed by the Zionist regime 
He also has a separate account for posts in cause it to understand what kind of (Israel) two nights ago should neither be 
Arabic. Additionally, another twitter strength, ability, initiative, and will the downplayed nor exaggerated", Iranian 
handle 'Khamenei Media' also posts his Iranian nation has”.Khamenei's main media quoted Khamenei as saying.He 
words, which are often retweeted by his account on X, where he primarily posts in also tweeted, "Zionists are making a 
main account.On Saturday, Israel English and often in Hebrew, is live on miscalculation with respect to Iran. They 
conducted airstrikes targeting military the platform. He also has a separate don't know Iran. They still haven't been 
sites in Tehran and surrounding areas, account for posts in Arabic. Additionally, able to correctly understand the power, 
resulting in the deaths of four Iranian another twitter handle 'Khamenei Media' initiative, and determination of the 
soldiers. This action was a response to also posts his words, which are often Iranian people. 

Addressing an event in Pittsburg, the 

US President slammed Tesla CEO Elon 

Musk after a media report showed 

that he once worked illegally in the 

United States when he was supposed 

to be studying at Stanford University.
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bargaining power after its shock defeat in MAHA Vikas Aghadi (MVA) vs Mahayuti — the big 
Haryana. The lesson drawn by the MVA, battle is between two alliances in poll-bound 
which won 31 of the 48 Lok Sabha seats in Maharashtra, but there are some small battles being 
Maharashtra earlier this year, is that fought within both camps. The prolonged 
overconfidence can be self-destructive deliberations on seat-sharing among the MVA 
when the opponent is quite good at constituents — the Congress, the NCP (Sharad 
handling rebellion and factionalism. Pawar faction) and the Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv 
Setting aside their differences, the allies Sena (UBT) — have seen each of them vigorously 
have to put up a united front against the seeking a bigger piece of the pie. A compromise 
BJP- led  f ron t  in  the  Assembly  formula of 85-85-85 for 255 of the 288 
polls.Despite being the senior constituent constituencies has been worked out, with some of the 
of Mahayuti, the BJP has allowed the remaining seats set to be allocated to smaller allies 
Shinde faction to have the CM’s chair. The such as the Samajwadi Party, AAP and Left parties. It 
saffron party is banking heavily on its is evident that the Congress and Uddhav’s Shiv Sena 
kingmaker strategy, especially because Ajit have moderated their ambitions and settled for 
Pawar’s NCP is considered to be the weak contesting less than 100 seats each. Their climbdown 
link of the alliance. Having played a key has helped in resolving the stalemate days ahead of (Eknath Shinde faction) and Ajit Pawar-led NCP.

role in splitting both the Shiv Sena and the NCP, the the deadline for the filing of nominations. This augurs The Congress, whose impressive performance in the 2024 
challenge for the BJP now is to keep the Mahayuti flock well for the MVA, which is looking to upstage the ruling Lok Sabha polls in Maharashtra had cemented its position 
together.Mahayuti alliance comprising the BJP, the Shiv Sena as the MVA’s leading player, has lost much of its 

IAF transport fleet & 
loads of  memories

How birds are woven into the fabric of beliefs and rituals

she asked next. So I explained that she is a beautiful practice of religious rituals is what has bound the generation, where respect for all religious Immigration is now a lively topic of sociological and 
goddess who has four arms (her eyes opened wide in communities of this country together. The most celebrations was promoted and appreciated.The political discussion and at the centre of theories about 
disbelief at that), she blesses her worshippers with wonderful fact about India was that we all hostile binaries that define what can and cannot be voting patterns and important policy considerations. 
gold coins and stands on a lotus. By now, Lila could participated joyfully in each other’s festivals. So, done must be condemned by every Indian who Even advanced democracies such as the US, France, 
take no more. ‘She stands on a lotus?’ she repeated whether it was Diwali, Eid, Holi, Baisakhi or bemoans the decline of social harmony. Our brand of Canada and Britain have identified vote banks just as 
slowly. Then came her clincher, ‘So how come she Christmas, no one really objected to noise and secularism taught us to respect all religions; it our own political parties have done over the years. 
doesn’t drown?’ emphasised religious tolerance. How I However, remember that communities that have been 

wish our political leaders would foster displaced from their native lands may leave their I have to confess, I had no answer.
brotherhood and respect for individual natal territories, but that territory never leaves their Myths, rituals and superstition can never 
food habits and ways of worship. Alas, hearts and minds. Think of all the people who are really stand ‘woke’ scrutiny, but it 
each political party is now guilty of forced to move elsewhere to earn a better life or are appears harder for this new generation of 
creating discord and rather than victims of political unrest in their own country, and de-racinated Indians to believe so 
practising the kind of bhakti that did you will understand that while many Indians may wholeheartedly that our gods came in 
not pit the temple against the mosque have left India, India never leaves them. The same is many shapes and forms, could perform 
or the pandit against the maulvi, we true of Jews, Parsis, Africans, Pakistanis and superhuman feats and yet were as dear to 
have a firm political divide between us countless others. Their pain becomes especially us as a beloved aunt or uncle. Children 
and them.poignant when there is a celebration or bereavement particularly, and those who never went 

in the family and they are unable to go to participate The hardening of religious dogmatic to school, are the most ardent believers 
in their family’s rituals. Another occasion is festivals. beliefs and the resulting political unrest in miracles and acts of divine valour 
No matter how much you may enjoy Halloween, has destroyed vast swathes of Asia. We because they accept uncritically 
Thanksgiving or Christmas and Easter, name me one need only to look at the pitiful whatever their grandmothers tell them. 
Indian who doesn’t yearn to eat the special food that condition of Gaza and the blind Every religion has this quotient of 
was once made on festive occasions ‘back home’, promotion of violence against innocent unbelievable myths: Jesus being born to 
and the joy of bursting crackers and lighting diyas at citizens there to understand how a Virgin Mother, the Prophet flying on a 
Diwali.Some years ago, when visiting my son and his religious bigotry begins an unending divine horse to heaven or Moses guiding 
Brazilian wife and children around Dasehra-Diwali, I cycle of hatred and revenge. Is this the Jews out of Egypt by parting the seas. 
asked if we could place a few lighted candles at their what we want our country to imitate As for the fantastic tales that form the 
doorstep. Sorry, I was told, the apartment building instead of the non-violence so ardently religious beliefs of Aboriginal tribes or 
would consider that a fire hazard. So, can I at least propagated by our forefathers?I recall a nature worshippers whose gods are the 
paint a few feet inviting Laxmi in? Permission was prayer attributed to St Francis of Assisi primal forces of Nature, their wisdom and respect for pollution beyond a point. This is why the violence 
granted and my little granddaughter, Lila, squatted that Mother Teresa adopted and urge all of you to look the natural world goes far beyond the scientific that has now become a routine backlash from 
next to me, eagerly watching me do the traditional it up and ingest that wisdom. It’s too long to quote explanations for climate change. ‘outraged’ communities over food or religious 
ritual. She asked me many questions and I told her here but here is how it opens: ‘Lord, make me an Science has its own place in the modern world, but can processions, and the provocative slogans that are 
that the goddess of wealth, Laxmi, steps in wherever instrument of your peace, where there is hatred, let we allow individual beliefs, rituals and myths their raised to evoke a reaction from another community 
she sees these inviting footprints. ‘Who is Laxmi?’ me sow love.own place too? The culture that arises from the are utterly incomprehensible to someone of my 

Maharashtra battle

Military courier flights serve as an air bridge 
between the operational areas and the 
communication centres or administrative bases 
located in the hinterland for transportation of 
personnel and stores. The reduction in travel 
time also affords an opportunity to troops to 
avail shorter stints of leave without jeopardising 
operational readiness levels.Courier flights 
mostly comprise the transport fleet of the Indian 
Air Force; however, commercial flights are also 
commonly used.My first experience of couriers 
was as a Second Lieutenant deployed in Sri 
Lanka, as a part of the Indian Peace Keeping 
Force (IPKF). With only six days of leave 
sanctioned to attend a wedding, my ability to do 
so was shrouded in doubt considering the 
distance to be traversed. My hopes were pinned 
on allotment of vacancies on courier flights to 
Chennai and onwards to New Delhi.

The allotment process appeared to be quite a 
mystery for someone at the bottom of the 
pecking order. The grapevine, without a shred of 
evidence, was about out-of-proportion 
cornering of vacancies by the headquarter staff 
vis a vis the forward troops.An unscheduled 
courier had arrived at Trincomalee, and an early 
morning ringing of the telephone in the tent that 
I shared with my Company Commander 
announced the allotment of that elusive 
vacancy. I had just enough time to throw in a 
couple of clothes into a rucksack.I slowly 
absorbed the commercial flight courier — the 
comfortable seats, array of switches overhead 
and, of course, the elegantly dressed air-
hostesses in the midst of a sea of combat 
uniforms. Despite the short duration of the 
flight, breakfast was served. Seeing my 
untouched food, my co-passenger indicated the 
overhead button. I sheepishly requested for 
toothpaste and the air-hostess was kind enough 
to hand me one from her vanity bag. Thanking 
her profusely, I freshened up and savoured the 
breakfast, a memorable one indeed.

The Chennai to New Delhi courier flight was a 
service aircraft and I was told that my name did 
not feature in the manifest list cleared for 
boarding. Buying an air ticket at such short 
notice would have burnt a huge hole in my 
pocket. My more experienced coursemates 
advised me to wait it out as the Air Force pilots 
rarely left anyone stranded, especially young 
officers. Lady luck smiled and I was permitted 
to board in the last batch (compassionate cases).

The colossal size of the newly-acquired IL-76 was 
awe-inspiring and the arrangements much at 
variance from the morning flight, starting from 
the boarding ramp instead of steps, the rugged 
steel benches for seating, luggage and empty 
ration cartons piled up in the aisle and, of course, 
the absence of refreshments and air-hostesses.

Another time, while proceeding on an officers’ 
course to India from Sri Lanka, the course 
detailment was received at the last moment and 
there were no courier vacancies. The parachute 
regiment coursemates, who enjoyed an 
excellent rapport with transport aircraft pilots by 
virtue of the jumps they undertook, came to our 
rescue. This was an AN-32 aircraft, much 
smaller than an IL-76, and the airfield was 
Palaly, a major logistic base for IPKF in 
Jaffna.Of a batch of three, two officers managed 
to get manifested and we requested that the third 
be tucked in behind empty ration cartons in the 
aisle, surreptitiously. The naivety of this 
exercise dawned on us much later.

In another case, an officer deployed in the forward 
areas was to proceed on posting and had kept his 
pet dog with him. With the area snowbound, the 
only way out was via couriers and pets were of 
course not permitted. So, a special breathable 
box was created, the dog was sedated and the 
box was passed off as stores, though its loading 
was monitored by the officer himself.

I can’t recall a single incident of not being 
accommodated on requesting for a courier seat, 
however late the request may have been put in.

In many ancient cultures, mythology and nature are 
deeply entwined. Ancient people followed what is 
today known as Paganism. They worshipped the 
elements which were strange and inexplicable to 
them to calm natural occurrences beyond their 
understanding. In Indian mythology, trees, animals 
and birds are intrinsically woven into the fabric of 
beliefs, rituals and worship. Birds, especially, have 
been associated with several Indian gods and 
goddesses, holding a position of importance in 
religious and cultural practices.Feeding crows 
during the period of Shraadh is a common practice 
in many regions in India. It is believed that crows are 
messengers connecting the world of the living with 
that of their departed ancestors.Garuda, an eagle-
like creature, is closely associated with Lord Vishnu 
as his vahana, symbolising courage, strength, speed 
and loyalty.Laxmi, the goddess of fortune and 
wealth, is seen riding a Barn Owl named Uluka. In 
many cultures, owls symbolise wisdom and the 
ability to discern hidden truths, attributes required to 
acquire great wealth.The Indian Peacock is a bird of 
great beauty and symbolic significance. The 
peacock is associated with deities like Goddesses 
Laxmi and Saraswati, besides Lord Kartikeya. Lord 
Krishna wore a peacock feather in his hair.As a shimmering hues of blue, green and violet — species of birds are persecuted in the name of the 
symbol of such grace and elegance, this iconically reminiscent of the magic pencil box of our very rituals for which they are worshipped.During 
beautiful bird holds a unique place in Indian childhood, which would change colour when moved religious festivals, many owl species — Barn Owls, 
mythology, culture and art.Peacocks were feted by at different angles.The peacock dancing to the Eagle Owls, Scops Owls — are trapped and 
royals, and continue to be depicted in Indian art and rhythm of raindrops is a sight to behold! With a bevy sacrificed in the belief that having lost her vahana, 
architecture and in temples and textiles. of females looking on, he launches into his dance of Goddess Laxmi (wealth) will continue to be in their 

Today, the peacock has become synonymous with love. Its beautiful long train with the hypnotic ocelli homes. Similarly, the demand for the peacock’s train 
India. Interestingly, there are three species of (eye-like patterns) come to life as it sways and feathers also escalates during this time. Peacocks 
peacocks in the world. One is endemic to the Congo shivers, mesmerising potential mates.Though the molt their old train once the mating season is over. 
in Africa, while the other two are found in India. peahen is rather drab, it supports a beautiful crest These feathers can be gathered ethically as they lie 
Despite being a common sight, the beauty of the like the peacock. There is a purpose to nature’s scattered on the ground. Unfortunately, there is no 
Indian Peacock never ceases to amaze.It is believed ways. Peahens lay their eggs in a shallow dugout on deterrent to greed. The demand for these feathers is 
that the bird’s iridescent colours have a divine origin the ground. The dull-coloured feathers help in so great that illegal poaching of the bird becomes a 
and were bestowed upon the peacock by Lord Indra camouflaging the bird while it incubates the eggs. grave threat to its existence.
himself out of gratitude for saving his The peachicks are nidifugous. Like hatchlings of In 1963, Indian Peacock was officially selected as the 
life.Scientifically, the peacock gets its earthy rust other ground-nesting species, they are born with National Bird of India over the Great Indian Bustard 
and brown colours from the presence of melanin in fine feathers covering their bodies. They are up and while replacing the Indian Vulture. The peacock 
the feathers. The iridescent colours, however, are a running as soon as they hatch. Like all species of became a symbol of beauty and cultural heritage. 
result of (structural colouration) the way light fowls, a peacock lives with a harem of several This status accorded the bird protection from 
interacts with the feathers. Simplistically speaking, breeding females.It is unfortunate that in spite of our hunting and poaching. The Great Indian Bustard 
peacock feathers are made up of barbules coated ancestors venerating birds to the extent of giving was a loser in every respect. Today, its habitat is 
with keratin. When light falls on the feathers, it them godlike status, the modern world does not taken over by wind farms, its numbers are sadly 
refracts and reflects off the barbules, resulting in the accord them the same reverence. Several wild depleted and it depends on captivity breeding.

In many ancient cultures, mythology and nature are deeply entwined. Ancient people followed what is today known as Paganism. They worshipped the elements 

which were strange and inexplicable to them to calm natural occurrences beyond their understanding. In Indian mythology,...

Alliances look to get seat-sharing formula right

Editorial

Immigration is now a lively topic of  sociological and political discussion and at the centre of  theories about voting patterns and important policy 
considerations. Even advanced democracies such as the US, France, Canada and Britain have identified vote banks just.

Touchstones: Weed out hatred, sow love
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Import dependency in the 
case of  natural gas was 
51.5 per cent in the first six 
months of  FY25, up from 
46.8 per cent a year ago 
and 47.1 per cent for the 
full Fy24.

NEW DELHI.  It is that time of the year There is a surge in entrepreneurship retirement planning early and ensure a 
when you are in a spending mode. You and the gig economy that is putting meaningful asset allocation to ensure 
are buying something for yourself or money into the hands of people much that you can beat inflation and have 
your loved ones. You care about your earlier than the previous generations. enough resources to pay for 20–25 
family and ensure you are with them to Tax-friendly policies and easier tax years of retirement expenses. There is a 
celebrate your time together. You do compliance processes mean more lot of merit in making retirement 
that year after year.At some point in people are filing returns and paying planning a key focus area for the 
your life, you would like your children taxes than ever.The government’s government.The current government 
or loved ones to do the same thing for personal tax collection is higher than schemes of defined benefits have fiscal 
you and their families. You need to do corporate taxes for the first time. More i m p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  
financial planning to ensure a smooth people  a re  f i l ing  re tu rns  as  overextended. The National Pension 
transition of responsibilities from one professionals. Retirement planning Scheme’s success and increased 
generation to another. That must start among gig economy professionals like adoption show interest in defined 
when you are not the responsible actors, creative support staff, or those contribution schemes that offer market 
one.When young and independent for employed in sports and related events returns. The government should 
the first time, you are keen to explore is virtually nonexistent due to the consider making pension income tax-
the world. There is barely any time to lumpy nature of their income. free for senior citizens. Everything that 
think about financial planning or individuals take out as retirement is When you talk about retirement 
retirement. A real estate firm Anarock long gestation money. That money planning, a thumb rule is that you can 
survey for the industry body FICCI should not be taxed into the hands of withdraw 4% of your savings without 
showed that the two younger the individual.Tax benefits should affecting the future growth of their 
generations, Gen Z and Millennials apply to retirement savings withdrawn value. However, a study published 
(people born after 1980), barely think 20 years or later. That would provide an earlier this year and quoted in the latest 
about retirement planning. There is incentive for everyone to start National Stock Exchange monthly 
very little interest in the subject among retirement planning early.bulletin shows that it is hard for Indian 
the young. That is perhaps a systemic retirees.Considering inflation over 20 What can you do?
problem in India. to 25 years and the conservative nature After the festive season, when you take 

In the 80s and 90s or even 2000s, there of retirement portfolios skewed stock of your financial situation, you 
were fewer people under the age of 30 towards fixed deposits, retirees in India must take steps for your life after work. 
or 40 who were wealthy. However, can withdraw much less than 3.5% of Since India’s population is primarily 
India today boasts the highest number their savings yearly. That means you young, the government will take time 
of billionaires after the United States. need to do two things. You need to start to focus on retirement planning. 

Sensex rises 900 points. What's 
behind the stock market rally

NEW DELHI.   

bother to top-up their cover, thus How one arrives at the figure of 
allowing time to render their initial ‘adequate’ insurance to ensure 
cover insignificant. that every dream one has for 

loved ones is met is not As it is, life insurance penetration in 
something that can be captured India is dismally low, at less than 
merely with an arithmetical 5%, and what is more disappointing 
calculation as many websites is that more than half among those, 
and ‘experts’ profess.are underinsured. A primary reason 

for underinsurance among the few It requires a detailed evaluation 
that have life insurance is the Indian session with one’s advisor, who 
obsession with deriving ‘returns’ can take a holistic view of where 
for any money expended.Many just exactly one stands with their 
cannot reconcile to the fact that current investments and what it 
after their term of Life Cover ends would cost ‘financially’ to 
at a specified age, they will not get replace one in the event of an 
any pecuniary benefit or returns for untimely exit.
the premium paid. A no-frills insurance term plan 

Now, if one starts looking at pure will usually serve the objective behind. I have seen far too many cases of 
(term) life insurance as an ‘investment’, of pure life insurance most cost-families used to leading a very 
then the only way to maximise returns effectively. And for those that live in the comfortable, if not luxurious life, 
would be to hope to die soon after taking big cities and towns especially, it is worth As one with an avid suddenly finding their world turning 
a policy, before the next premium looking at a critical illness cover top-up interest in investor psychology, it is upside down following the death of an 
becomes payable. The return on too.Rest assured, if one remains healthy interesting to note that even those that u n i n s u r e d  o r  u n d e r - i n s u r e d  
investment in such a case would be and stays on after adequately insuring plan things meticulously often fail to plan breadwinner.It is heartbreaking, even 
phenomenal!!! oneself, nobody will complain. But do not for the only thing that is inevitable (death) from a distance, to see the way the dreams 

make the mistake of not insuring or On a more serious note, while many after one is born in this world.Leave lone and aspirations of the children, especially 
underinsuring yourself. It could make all recognise the emotional turmoil and void a clear-cut 'Will' that details the assets in such families, come crashing down. It 
the difference to not just the lifestyle but left behind by a death in a family, most they hold and whom they wish to is thus prudent for everyone who has even 
also the dreams and aspirations of one’s still prefer to turn a blind eye to the huge bequeath it to; most do not even have any a single financial dependent to not just 
loved ones.financial void too that it often also leaves life insurance. Those who have it rarely insure but adequately insure themselves.

This Diwali, secure your family’s future

India’s reliance on imported oil, natural gas grows as 
stagnant domestic production lags demand growth

NEW DELHI. 

gas was 51.5 per cent in the first six would lead to higher gas imports, is six months of FY25 rose nearly 12 per 
months of FY25, up from 46.8 per cent a rather simple. cent year-on-year to $71.3 billion. 
year ago and 47.1 per cent for the full Natural gas imports rose 23 per cent year-Festive offer
FY24.India’s energy demand has been on-year to 18.98 billion cubic metres in Natural gas is far less polluting than 
rising rapidly, leading to higher oil and H1, and cost $7.7 billion against $6.5 conventional hydrocarbons like crude oil 
gas imports. Reliance on imported oil billion a year ago.In early 2015, the and coal, and is usually cheaper than oil. 
has been growing continuously over the government had set a target to reduce 
past few years, except in FY21, when reliance on oil imports to 67 per cent 
demand was suppressed due to the by 2022 from 77 per cent in 2013-14, 
COVID-19 pandemic. The country’s oil but the dependency has only grown 
import dependency stood at 87.8 per since. Cutting costly oil imports 
cent in FY24, 87.4 per cent in FY23, continues to be a key focus area for the 
85.5 per cent in FY22, 84.4 per cent in government, which has taken a 
FY21, 85 per cent in FY20, and 83.8 per number of policy measures to 
cent in FY19Heavy dependence on incentivise investments in India’s oil 
imported crude oil makes the Indian and gas exploration and production 
economy vulnerable to global oil price sector.Reducing oil imports is also 
volatility, apart from having a bearing on one of the fundamental objectives of India’s reliance on 

the country’s trade deficit, foreign the government’s push for electric imported crude oil and natural gas grew 
exchange reserves, rupee’s exchange mobility,  biofuels,  and other further in the first half of the current 
rate, and inflation. The government alternative fuels for transportation as It is also seen as a key transition fuel. To financial year as the delta between 
wants to reduce India’s reliance on well as industries. While there has been a be sure though, the government has also consumption growth and the more or less 
imported crude oil but sluggish domestic pick-up in electric mobility adoption and been pushing India’s oil and gas stagnant domestic production continued 
oil output in the face of incessantly blending of biofuels with conventional companies to increase domestic to widen.
growing demand for petroleum products fuels, it is not enough to offset petroleum production of natural gas in a bid to keep The country’s oil import dependency in 
has been the biggest roadblock.In the demand growth .Tota l  domest ic  import dependency levels under April-September (H1) was 88.2 per cent, 
case of natural gas, the government consumption of petroleum products in check.India’s crude oil imports rose to up from 87.6 per cent in the year-ago 
wants to increase its consumption and April-September was 117.7 million 120.5 million tonnes in H1 from 115.9 period and 87.8 per cent for the full 
share in the country’s primary energy tonnes, of which just 13.8 million tonnes million in the year-ago period, while financial year 2023-24 (FY24), per latest 
mix to 15 per cent by 2030 from over 6 came from domestically produced crude domestic production declined slightly to data from the oil ministry’s Petroleum 
per cent currently. The rationale behind oil, resulting in a self-sufficiency level of 14.4 million tonnes, per PPAC data. The Planning & Analysis Cell (PPAC). 
the push for natural gas, even though it 11.8 per cent, per PPAC data.country’s gross oil import bill in the first Import dependency in the case of natural 

IndiGo shares plunged over 10% in early trade on 
Monday after its parent company, InterGlobe 
Aviation, reported a net loss of Rs 987 crore in the 
September 2024 quarter.

The shares crashed as much as 13% on Monday, 
reaching a low of Rs 3,778.50. At 10:54 am, 
shares of the company were trading 7.66% lower 
to Rs 4,030.35.The loss, attributed to elevated 
fuel costs and disruptions due to grounded 
aircraft, contrasts sharply with the Rs 189 crore 
profit the airline posted in the same quarter last 
year and the Rs 2,728 crore profit from the June 
2024 quarter.Despite the dip in profitability, the 
company reported a 14% year-on-year growth in 
revenue from operations, which rose to Rs 
16,970 crore.While the market had braced for a 
weak quarterly report, the actual figures were 
more disappointing than anticipated. IndiGo 
noted that the second quarter is typically softer, 
but challenges related to aircraft groundings and 
higher fuel prices compounded these pressures.

Jefferies, which has retained a buy rating with a 
revised target price of Rs 5,100 (from Rs 5,225), 
highlighted the significant costs linked to 
grounded aircraft but expressed optimism for 
capacity improvements in coming quarters.

While current yields have taken a hit, Jefferies 
maintains a positive view for medium-term 
growth.Kotak Institutional Equities, which also 

retained a buy recommendation but reduced its 
target price to Rs 5,200 from Rs 5,400, 
acknowledged IndiGo’s challenges with aircraft 
groundings and seasonal factors.However, 
Kotak noted the strong demand trends and 
investments IndiGo is making to bolster future 
growth and profitability.Meanwhile, Nuvama 
downgraded IndiGo to a hold, setting a target 
price of Rs 4,415.The brokerage cited the near-
term pressures of supply outpacing demand, 
affecting revenue per available seat kilometer 
(PRASK), and moderated its EBITDAR 
estimates for FY25 and FY26 by 14% and 7%, 
respectively, due to a softer yield outlook.

BENGALURU. Jobs and professional networking 
platform, apna.co, has reported 2.16 lakh job 
postings this festive season, a 20% increase 
compared to 1.8 lakh job postings reported last year.

This year’s festive season saw a significant rise in 
hiring across key sectors like logistics, e-commerce, 
retail, and hospitality. Also, this year’s festive 
season was particularly important for businesses 
looking to rebound after a slowdown in consumer 
spending during the summer and election periods, 
said the platform.The rapid expansion of the quick 
commerce industry contributed to this hiring 
momentum. Among the sectors, logistics and 
operations experienced the highest growth, with a 
70% increase in job postings. Retail and e-
commerce followed with a 30% rise, while the 
restaurant and hospitality sector grew by 25%.

Logistics and mobility leaders like Rapido, Delhivery, 
Ekart, and Shiprocket have posted over 30,000 
openings for roles such as warehouse managers, 
logistics associates, inventory managers, and 
delivery drivers.The retail and e-commerce sector is 
also expanding, adding 18,000 roles, including 
Category Growth Managers, Sales Associates, and 
Customer Support Managers, to enhance the 
consumer experience.In hospitality, 14,000 jobs 
have opened for positions like restaurant managers, 
front office staff, and administrative personnel.

Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities are also experiencing a 
significant rise in job opportunities. While tier-1 
cities have seen a 20% increase in job postings, the 
demand in tier-2 and tier-3 cities is even more 
notable, it noted.

IndiGo share price tumbles 
over 10% after Q2 results. 

Buy, hold or sell
NEW DELHI.    flight to quality is likely to sustain Benchmark stock 

given the good numbers from banking market indices rebounded sharply on 
majors like HDFC Bank and ICICI Monday after five days of losses, 
Bank where valuations continue to be driven by strong gains in ICICI Bank 
fair. Investors can profit from these following upbeat quarterly earnings.At 
polarised valuations.In Asia, stocks around 11:28 am, the BSE Sensex 
edged higher on Monday, with Japan’s climbed 827.37 points to 80,229.53, 
Nikkei 225 up 1.6% and South Korea’s adding over Rs 3 lakh crore in market 
Kospi rising 0.6%, supported by a dip capitalisation. On the other hand, the 
in the yen amid Japanese political Nifty50 rose 225.30 points to 
uncertainty.24,406.10.It is worth noting that both 

HUL.It may be noted that IDFC First the Sensex and Nifty50 index recently Oil prices fell by over $3 per barrel as 
Bank fell 10% after reporting a 73% shed nearly 8% from record highs in Israel’s recent retaliatory strike on Iran 
YoY profit drop to Rs 201 crore, while late September, pressured by sustained a v o i d e d  d i s r u p t i n g  e n e r g y  
DLF shares rose over 4% on strong Q2 foreign outflows and weaker corporate infrastructure, alleviating some Middle 
earnings from newly launched home earnings. Investors have diverted funds Eastern tension.
sales.Sector-wise, the Nifty PSU Bank to China, attracted by Beijing’s “The global market structure may turn 
index surged 2%, with Bank of Baroda, stimulus and lower valuations. Weak favourable after the subdued Israeli 
SBI, and PNB leading gains. Nifty earnings have also impacted sentiment, strikes against Iran avoiding the Iranian 
Financial Services, IT, Media, and compounding selling pressure in recent oil fields which has resulted in a sharp 
Metal indices also opened higher, while weeks.BANK STOCKS POWER drop in crude prices. The imminent US 
mid- and small-cap indices remained DALAL STREET RALLY presidential  elections and the 
flat.Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief On the Sensex, ICICI Bank led the rally uncertainty associated with that will 
Investment Strategist at Geojit alongside M&M, JSW Steel, Adani continue to weigh on markets,” 
Financial Services, said, “The trend of Ports, IndusInd Bank, Nestle India and Vijayakumar added.

Banks’ unsecured loans grow 
at double-digit rate
NEW DELHI.Despite persistent concerns raised by 

the banking regulator, the unsecured retail loan 
portfolios of banks have been growing but at a 
calibrated rate, early second quarter bank results 
show.

HDFC Bank, the largest private sector bank, reported a 
10% growth in the unsecured loan portfolio in the 
September quarter. ICICI Bank, the second largest 
private sector bank, posted 17% growth in personal 
loans while 28% growth in credit card loans. Kotak 
Mahindra Bank saw its personal and consumer 
durables loans grow at 17%, while credit card loans 
grew at 15%.Personal loan disbursal by Yes Bank 
contracted by 5% even though credit card loans 
surged by 48.6%. For Yes Bank, personal loans 
account for 15% of its total advances, while credit 
cards are just 6% of the loan portfolio.

HDFC Bank CFO Srinivasan Vaidyanathan, in an 
analyst call, said that in the recent year, the bank 
slowed the unsecured loan to a rate of growth of 10%. 
“In the recent time periods, 1 to 2 quarters this year, 
we slowed it down to between 9% and 10% rate of 
growth. And if you look at the year before, we grew at 
19%...” he said.Ashok Vaswani, CEO, Kotak 
Mahindra Bank, said in an analyst call that the bank’s 
unsecured retail business ‘has dipped a little bit to a 
shy of over 11%. He admitted that in the credit card 
business, they have also seen some level of credit 
stress due to the overleveraging of certain kinds of 
customers. Among PSU banks, Bank of Baroda 
reported a 25% year-on-year growth in personal loan.

For the bank, personal loans account for around 13.8% 
of total advances in the second quarter, compared to 
13.22% in the year-ago period. The third quarter may, 
however, see a strong growth in unsecured lending by 
banks due to the festive season.According to Arjun 
Chowdhry, group executive for retail lending, the 
festive months have not seen any signs of slowdown 
in spending. “We are seeing prudent spending 
remaining in place, particularly on cards. On the 
unsecured book, there is growth, but that remains 
calibrated, as you would have seen across the 
industry,” said Chowdhry.Among PSU banks, Bank 
of Baroda reported a 25% year-on-year growth in 
personal loan. For the bank, personal loans account 
for around 13.8% of total advances in the second 
quarter, compared to 13.22% in the year-ago period.

Karnataka’s proposal will hit 
beer industry very hard: 
Brewers Association
BENGALURU. The Karnataka government’s 

proposed amendments to reclassification of beer will 
hit the beer industry in the state very hard, said the 
Brewers Association of India (BAI), which represents 
the country’s largest beer makers. Also, it has 
proposed a hike in the minimum beer price.

Last month, the Karnataka government proposed 
amendments to restructuring of taxes as well as 
reclassification of beer, asking manufacturers to 
declare the sugar content in the beer and limit the 
addition of sugar to 25% in beer.

Brewers in Karnataka have already objected to these 
proposals, and on Sunday, the BAI said the proposed 
amendments would work against both the 

government and 
t h e  
industry.Vinod 
Giri, the Director 
general of the 
BAI, said, “Beer 
has no sugar in it. 
T h e r e  i s  a  
definition of beer 
set by the FSSAI 
w h i c h  i s  
followed by all 

states, and we don’t see the need to change them by 
one state.”He said the larger concern is regarding 
putting it up on the label. “Beer labels are already 
cluttered with so much statutory information and 
warnings. Adding more information, especially when 
it is not even relevant, will just make them more 
cluttered and unappealing,” he added.Also, on the 
proposed hike in the minimum price of beer, he said, if 
implemented, it would be the third increase in tax on 
beer in the last 15 months. The draft notification 
proposes to increase the excise duty on strong beer by 
100% to Rs 20 per bulk litre and increases the 
minimum billing price for beer in the state to Rs 300 
per case. In its letter to the government, the 
association states that the taxes on beer have already 
been increased twice in the last year.

2.16 lakh jobs recorded this 
festive season across e-
commerce, logistics: Report

A no-frills insurance term 
plan will usually serve the 
objective of  pure life 
insurance most cost-
effectively. And for those that 
live in the big cities and 
towns especially, it is worth 
looking at a Critical Illness 
cover top-up too.

How retirement planning is tough in India

New Delhi, Tuesday, 29 October 2024 THE SIKH TIMES
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Jorge Martin paid 

tribute to Lord 

Ganesha with a 

special helmet at 

the Thai GP, where 

he finished second 

after a fierce 

contest with 

Francesco Bagnaia.

NEWS BOX

the men’s freestyle category also included Championships silver medalist and New Delhi. Chirag Chikkara became only the 
two bronze medals, placing the nation fourth E u r o p e a n  j u n i o r  c h a m p i o n  I v a n  third Indian to become Under-23 world 
in the team standings with 82 points, trailing Prymachenko of Ukraine with a convincing champion as India capped a rich haul of nine 
Iran (158), Jpan (102), and Azerbaijan (100). 7-2 margin to win bronze in the men's 97kg medals, including a gold and silver each, at 

freestyle event. It is the highest weight the age group tournament hereChikkara, India also won two more bronze in men's 
category at which India have medalled at competing in the men's freestyle 
this tournament.Vicky had defeated 57kg category, eked out a narrow 4-
Merab Suleimanishvili of Georgia via 3 in the closing seconds of the final 
fall in round of 16, Radu Lefter of win over Abdymalik Karachov of 
Moldova 5-0 in quartefinal before losing Kyrgyzstan.He becomes the second 
to Mahdi Hajiloueian Morafah of Iran in Indian man, after Paris Olympics 
semifinals.Having narrowly missed a bronze medallist Aman Sehrawat, to 
final berth the other day, Sujeet Kalkal w i n  t h e  g o l d  a t  t h e  U 2 3  
bounced back from being 0-4 down to Championships.
beat Mustafo Akhmedov of Tajikistan Sehrawat had achieved the feat in the 
13-4 and win bronze in men's 70kg same category in the 2022 edition of 
freestyle.Sujeet had beaten Georgi the meet while Reetika Hooda had 
Antoanov Zhizgov 10-0 in round of 32, become the first Indian woman to 
Tugsjargal Erdenebat 7-4 in pre-bag a gold at the tournament when 
quarters, Narek Pohosian 6-1 before she won in the 76kg category last 
losing to eventual gold medallist year.Ravi Kumar Dahiya had also 
Magomed Basihr Khaniev 4-8 in the won a silver in the U23 World 

freestyle taking the country's medal count in final seconds the semifinal.Abhishek Dhaka Championships in 2018.Chikkara reached 
the category to four that secured the nation a had earlier won a bronze as India finished the final after a series of dominant 
fourth place in the team rankings.Iran topped with four medals (one gold and three performances, defeating Gaukoto Ozawa 6-
the team rankings with 158 points followed bronze), bettering their previous year's 1 in the pre-quarterfinals, Iunus Iavbatirov 
by Japan (102), Azerbaijan (100) and INida performance where they had bagged two 12-2 in the last eight stage and Allan Oralbek 
(82).Vicky defeated former U20 World bronze in the freestyle category.8-0 in the semifinals.India's medal haul in 

winning position but it's going to be a New Delhi. Red Bull team 
tall order over these next four principal Christian Horner 
races."Horner described Perez’s declined to confirm whether 
weekend as “horrible,” emphasising Sergio Perez would complete 
that nothing went his way."He knows the Formula One season with 
Formula One is a results-based business the team after a disappointing 
and inevitably when you're not outing at Perez's home race in 
delivering then the spotlight is firmly on Mexico City. Starting 18th, 
you."When questioned about Perez’s Perez’s race quickly unravelled 
seat security, Horner reiterated his as he incurred a penalty for a 
statement, labeling the driver’s recent false start and was later 
performance as “under-performing” and involved in multiple incidents 
noting that Red Bull continuously that left his car damaged and 
assesses team performance.ultimately in last place on the 

track.Adding to Red Bull’s "As a team we need both cars scoring 
woes, Ferrari overtook them for points and that's the nature of Formula header in the Americas, yet speculation at 
second place in the Constructors’ One," he added."We're working with him as the Autodromo Hermanos Rodriguez hinted 
Championship, despite Max Verstappen’s hard as we can to try and support him. I think a potential change for Red Bull’s lineup 
strong lead in the drivers’ standings. When we've done everything that we can to support could be on the horizon for the season's last 
pressed on Perez’s future, Horner gave no Checo and we'll continue to do so in Brazil three races."You know, there comes a point 
assurances for the Mexican driver, who is next weekend."But there comes apoint in in time that difficult decisions have to be 
under contract until 2025. Instead, Horner time that you can only do so much."made," said Horner. "We're now third in the 
confirmed only that Perez would race in The Brazilian GP will take place on November constructors' championship."
Brazil next weekend, the final leg of a triple- 3. Our determination is to try and get back into a 

Red Bull boss Christian Horner coy on 
Sergio Perez racing beyond Brazilian GP

New Delhi.  Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta 
praised his team's resilience after managing a 
2-2 draw with Liverpool on Sunday but 
expressed frustration over a worsening 
injury crisis as the Gunners' push for the 
Premier League title faces mounting 
challenges.Despite the positive result, 
Arteta's squad saw two more defenders 
added to an already long injury list. The 
Gunners were missing several key players 
from the start, including captain Martin 
Odegaard and defender Riccardo Calafiori, 
both sidelined with injuries, while William 
Saliba was absent due to suspension. The 
defensive issues worsened when Gabriel 
Magalhaes and Jurrien Timber were both 
forced off during the second half, leaving a 
depleted backline to handle the closing 
stages.After the match, Arteta praised his 
squad's tenacity but admitted the situation 
was difficult. "I'm very proud of the team, 
especially with the situation we're going 
through at the moment," he said, referring to 
the injuries. "We have to adapt, and we will 
continue to adapt. The courage they showed 
today was unbelievable."

Gabriel's injury seemed particularly worrying 
for Arteta, who admitted, "He could not run. I 
don't know if it's the knee joint or the ankle." 
Timber's condition also remains uncertain, 
adding to the defensive uncertainty.Despite 
the injuries, Arsenal took an early lead when 
Bukayo Saka, returning from injury, scored 
his 50th Premier League goal in the ninth 
minute. "I just had this game in my mind, that 
I would do everything I can to come back for 
it," Saka told Sky Sports, highlighting his 
determination to contribute in such a high-
stakes clash.

The 2-2 draw leaves Arsenal in third place with 
18 points, trailing behind Liverpool on 22 
points and leaders Manchester City on 23. 
Arteta remained optimistic but conceded that 
he would rather be five points ahead of City 
than five behind. "The team is alive, the team 
wants it," he emphasized, underscoring 
Arsenal's ambition despite their injury 
setbacks.The Gunners hope for a quick 
recovery for Odegaard, who has been out 
since September. The Norwegian hinted in 
the matchday program that he's nearing a 
return, but Arteta cautioned, saying he's "still 
a bit far" from playing again.Reflecting on 
the challenging circumstances, Arteta 
remained determined. "This is football. 
Circumstances are going to make us better, 
they are making us better," he concluded, 
keeping a positive outlook as Arsenal look to 
navigate the season's physical demands.

me during the weekend,” said season.Bagnaia started from pole 
Martin. position, but Martin surged ahead 

On his Instagram profile, at the start, displaying his usual 
Martin would share a reel of explosive acceleration into turn 
the helmet with a caption one. However, as the race 
reading,"Ganesha, is the god progressed, Martin struggled 
of wisdom, prosperity, luck, with the slick track conditions, 
and the remover of obstacles. veering off course on lap five and 
Here is my tribute," said relinquishing the lead to Bagnaia, 
Martin. who maintained a steady pace 

What happened in the Thai t h r o u g h  t h e  c h a l l e n g i n g  
GP conditions.Martin managed to 

In a masterful performance at a recover to finish second, while 
r a i n - s o a k e d  B u r i r a m  rookie Pedro Acosta of GasGas 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C i r c u i t ,  Tech3 clinched an impressive 
Ducati’s Francesco Bagnaia third. Bagnaia’s controlled ride in 
triumphed at the Thailand the wet kept him firmly in 
Grand Prix, narrowing his contention for the title, as he 
championship deficit to Jorge looks to close the gap in the final Francesco Bagnaia. Martin had well. The Spanish racer had said 

Martin to just 17 points. The races of the season.Martin revealed his new helmet a few that he is hoping the new helmet 
reigning champion capitalized on continues to lead the MotoGP days ahead of the race.Martin would help him during the New Delhi. MotoGP championship 
mistakes made by Pramac standings, 17 points ahead of said that he wanted to make a weekend.“I wanted to make a leader Jorge Martin used a Lord 
Racing’s Martin and Marc Bagnaia with the next race taking tribute to the Hindu god and also tribute to Lord Ganesh, who is a Ganesha-inspired helmet for the 
Marquez of Gresini Racing, p l a c e  i n  M a l a y s i a  f r o m  revealed that he has a tattoo of Hindu god. I have a tattoo of him Thai GP, where he finished 
securing his ninth victory of the November 1-3. Lord Ganesha on his shoulder as on my shoulder, I think it can help second behind eventual winner 

about isn't something we feel. While criticism. Dhawan, however, insists on 
there is pressure in the game, we don't taking a broader view of Rohit Sharma's 
dwell on losses or wins; that's part of the leadership qualities, emphasizing that the 
game," Dhawan told IndiaToday.in. "I connection he fosters with the team holds 
feel that's neither a fair nor a practical immeasurable value."As a cricketer, we 
approach toward anything," he added, don't think that way. And Rohit is a great 
defending his captain and close friend. leader; it's not just about winning and 

Rohit's captaincy came under the scanner losing. There's a bond, the team's 
during the first Test against New Zealand connection with its leader, and how much 
in Bengaluru, where he admitted to a they look up to him," Dhawan added.
significant misjudgement of pitch 'INDIA TO DO WELL IN AUSTRALIA'
conditions. India suffered a historic India's back-to-back losses to New Zealand 

mirrored India's struggles in Bengaluru, collapse after Rohit decided to bat first in have made their path to the World Test 
where New Zealand's pacers exploited the Bengaluru, bowled out for their lowest total Championship (WTC) final steeper. To 
rain-affected pitch, taking 17 of the 20 (46) at home, and lost to New Zealand for secure a place without relying on other 
Indian wickets and clinching an eight-the first time in 36 years. The series only results, India now need to win at least four of 
wicket victory. Pune's slow-turner, intended grew more contentious when Rohit their remaining six Tests. This will be 
to give India an edge, instead played into Sharma's cautious captaincy on Day 1 in challenging as five of those matches are 
New Zealand's hands as Mitchell Santner, Pune drew criticism from prominent voices scheduled to take place in Australia, where New Delhi.  Rohit Sharma may have become 
leading a spin attack, claimed a ten-wicket in the cricketing world, including Sunil the conditions favor the hosts.Further the first India captain to lose a home Test 
haul across both innings to secure a series Gavaskar, Ravi Shastri, and Simon Doull. complicating matters, there is a strong series in 12 years, but his friend and former 
win for the visitors.After India's first series 'ROHIT IS A GREAT LEADER' possibility that captain Rohit Sharma may opening partner Shikhar Dhawan does not 
loss on home turf since 2012, Rohit Sharma In Pune, the Indian captain's strategy of miss the opening one or two Tests of the see the New Zealand loss as a point of 
joins an unwanted list with Kapil Dev as the opening with spinners Ravichandran Border-Gavaskar Trophy due to personal concern. The former opener reckons 
only Indian captain in 41 years to lose three Ashwin and Washington Sundar seemed reasons. While the BCCI announced him as questioning Rohit after just one series loss is 
home Tests in a single calendar year. The sensible on the turn-friendly track, but captain for the entire five-Test series, no unfair, especially when he led India to the 
parallels with Dev's 1983 struggles against defensive field placements allowed New official statement was made regarding his ICC Men's T20 World Cup title triumph just 
the West Indies have heightened the Zealand's batters to capitalize. This misstep potential absence in the first Test.six months ago."The pressure you all talk 

MotoGP championship leader Jorge Martin uses Ganesha-inspired helmet for Thai GP

Shikhar Dhawan backs Rohit Sharma: 'A good 
captain is not just about wins and losses'

U23 World Championship: Chirag Chikkara 
becomes 2nd Indian male wrestler to win gold

New Delhi.Carlos Sainz clinched an emotional 
victory at the Mexico City Grand Prix, 
marking Ferrari's first win at the venue since 
1990 and the fourth of his career. Meanwhile, 
Red Bull's Max Verstappen, who started on 
the front row with Sainz, encountered a 
challenging race. Verstappen received two 
10-second penalties following aggressive 
encounters with McLaren’s Lando Norris, 
who later criticised the Dutch driver as 
“dangerous” over team radio.Verstappen 
ultimately finished sixth, surrendering some 
ground in the championship, as Norris's 
second-place finish reduced Verstappen’s 
lead to 47 points with just four races left. 
Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc completed the 
podium, having initially run close to Sainz, 
but fell to third after Norris overtook him in 
the closing laps. Despite missing out on a 
Ferrari one-two, Leclerc secured an 
additional point for setting the fastest lap.The 
race saw Verstappen take the lead from Sainz 
on the long opening straight, but a safety car 
intervention after an opening-lap collision 
between Yuki Tsunoda and Alex Albon 
neutralised his advantage. Sainz reclaimed 
the lead soon after the restart, overtaking 
Verstappen with the help of DRS on lap nine. 
Verstappen’s penalties, served on lap 27, 
pushed him back to 15th, forcing a fierce 
battle to recover places.

Mercedes drivers Lewis Hamilton and George 
Russell  f inished fourth and fif th,  
respectively, following a tense duel in the 
race’s final stages. Kevin Magnussen of Haas 
achieved a solid seventh-place finish, 
followed by McLaren’s Oscar Piastri in 
eighth and Haas teammate Nico Hulkenberg 
in ninth. Pierre Gasly of Alpine rounded out 
the top 10, bringing his team closer to seventh 
place in the Constructors’ standings, 
currently held by Williams.Sergio Perez 
faced a disappointing home race. The 
Mexican Red Bull driver was penalised for a 
false start after lining up outside the 
designated grid box and ended up 17th after a 
series of on-track scuffles, including a 
collision with Liam Lawson that damaged his 
car.The crowd witnessed yet another 
captivating battle between Verstappen and 
Norris, as stewards took a strict stance after 
the previous weekend’s controversies in 
Austin. The incident-packed race concluded 
with Sainz comfortably ahead of Norris by 
4.7 seconds, while Leclerc trailed 34.3 
seconds behind his Ferrari teammate. Aston 
Martin’s Fernando Alonso was forced to 
retire on lap 15 due to cooling and brake 
issues in his milestone 400th Formula One 
race.

Formula One: Carlos Sainz wins 
Mexico GP as Max Verstappen 

gets penalised twice

New Delhi. Former India captain MS Dhoni 
has praised the aggressive, result-oriented 
approach, known as "Bazball," that teams 
are embracing in Test cricket today. This 
style, popularly known as "Bazball," coined 
after current England captain Brendon 
McCullum, emphasizes risk-taking and 
bold strategies to achieve a result rather than 
settling for a draw.Dhoni, known for his 
astute cricketing mind and calm demeanor 
on the field, emphasized how Test cricket 
has evolved to fit this era of aggression and 
positive results. "You can give cricket any 
term that you want to," Dhoni said. "What 
we have seen is cricket has evolved. The 
way people are playing cricket is very 
different. There was a time when in ODIs 
something was considered a safe score; now 
that score is not safe in T20s too."Reflecting 
on the days when he represented India in 90 
Test matches, Dhoni revealed how he 
sometimes found it challenging to maintain 
motivation during matches that seemed 
destined for a draw. "For me, the most 
difficult time during a Test match was the 
fifth dayâ€æwhen you knew that 100% it is 
going to be a draw," he noted. "I would still 
need to keep for nearly 2.5 sessions, and that 
was the most tiring part. You see there is no 
result happening; you are just going through 
the motions."

For Dhoni, this old-style Test cricket meant 
extended hours of physical and mental 
exertion with no reward, a sentiment shared 
by many players who understand the 
intensity of a five-day game. His 
endorsement of the aggressive approach 
stems from a desire to maintain fan 
engagement and ensure that the result 
speaks for itself, offering viewers a more 
dynamic experience.Dhoni has always been 
vocal about the entertainment value of 
cricket, and he believes the new approach 
addresses  the l ingering issue of  
inconclusive results in Test cricket. 
"Imagine telling someone who doesn't 
know much about cricket: we play over five 
days, and after all that, we don't get a result. 
That's not nice for the game," he said. The 
thrill of competitive action, and the 
challenge of swinging a match in four days 
or even after a weather delay, Dhoni said, 
speaks to the "beauty of Test cricket."The 
"Bazball" approach has not only increased 
the number of results but has also injected 
new life into Test matches, attracting fans 
who might otherwise prefer the high-octane 
excitement of limited-overs cricket. 

Arsenal boss Mikel Arteta 
rues more injury additions 

after draw vs Liverpool

Love how teams are 
playing Tests now: MS 

Dhoni backs result-
oriented approach

Former opener Shikhar 

Dhawan, while speaking to 

IndiaToday.in has backed Rohit 

Sharma, saying that it is unfair 

to judge the Indian captain 

after just one Test series loss 

to New Zealand. Dhawan said 

that captaincy is not just about 

wins or losses.
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