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This fight is against injustice
and the wicked, oust BJP: Priyanka Gandhi

Simmi Kaur Babbar
Haryana, Oct. 2: Congress leader Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra on Wednesday asked the peo-
ple of Haryana to oust the BJP in the
October 5 assembly polls, saying this is a
fight against the wicked, injustice and
untruth. Gandhi addressed a public meet-
ing in Haryana's Julana to campaign for her
party's candidate from the constituency and
Olympic wrestler Vinesh Phogat. Attacking
the BJP-led government in the state over
employment, the Agniveer military recruit-
ment scheme and farmers' welfare among
other issues, Gandhi alleged that the ruling
party "betrayed" people at every stage.
"The opportunity has come again, similar to
the battle of Kurukshetra and the fight
against the British rule. There is no differ-
ence," she said. "Today, this is your fight
against injustice, untruth and the wicked
("dushton"). You will have to stand up, you
will have to look within yourself and see what is
happening," Gandhi added. Claiming that the Modi
government only works for the benefit of a handful
of industrialists, the Congress general secretary
said the BJP-led Centre was unable to generate

employment opportunities as it has given "every-
thing to Ambani and Adani". "All ports, land, indus-
tries, airports have been given to big industrial-

ists," she added. No employment opportunities can
be created from small businesses and the farming
sector today, Gandhi said. "It (BJP government)
cannot do the work of giving employment because
its policies are against that," she claimed. Referring
to the Agnipath scheme, Gandhi claimed that

Agniveers would not get any pension and after four
years of service, they would again have to look for
employment. "This is what Modiji has given you,"

she added. Gandhi also criticised the BJP
government over the 'Parivar Pehchan Patra'
scheme, saying it has caused many hardships
to people. "You have been misled for 10
years. You have been seeing injustice with
farmers, jawans, wrestlers and women for 10
years," she said. Referring to the three now-
repealed farm laws, the Congress leader said
injustice was done to the farming community.
"Modi did not bother to come out for five
minutes to meet with protesting farmers who
sat at the Delhi borders," she said. "He
(Modi) was going to bring farm laws that
would have adversely affected you. He knew
that only big industrialists would benefit from
those farm laws. There was no benefit for
farmers. You struggled for many months and
you were beaten up, 750 farmers died. They

only relented when the elections of Uttar Pradesh
came," Gandhi alleged. In a jibe at the BJP govern-
ment's claim of giving MSP on 24 crops, she said 10
of those were not even grown in Haryana. "Whom
are they fooling? The entire country is watching,"
Gandhi said.

'Ladki Bahin' scheme aid could be raised
to Rs 3,000 with women's support: CM Shinde

Naresh Malhotra
Mumbai, Oct. 2: Maharashtra Chief

Minister Eknath Shinde has said the financial
assistance under the 'Ladki Bahin' scheme
could even be raised to Rs 3,000 if women in
the state support his government. Shinde also
wondered why the opposition was jealous over
his government's welfare initiatives and exud-
ed confidence that the ruling Mahayuti
alliance of the Shiv Sena, BJP and NCP will
retain power in the upcoming state elections.
He was speaking on Tuesday at a congrega-
tion of seers at the Kanheri Math in Kolhapur
on the occasion of the 'dharma dhwaj' inaugu-
ration. Under the Mahayuti government's flag-
ship welfare scheme 'Mukhyamantri Majhi
Ladki Bahin Yojana', introduced ahead of the
state polls, married, divorced, and destitute
women aged 21-65 are receiving Rs 1,500 per
month as stipend with the annual family
income of beneficiaries capped at Rs 2.5 lakh.
Shinde criticised the opposition for criticising
the government over the Ladki Bahin scheme
and asked why was it getting jealous. "If the
dear sisters give strength to the government,
it will even surpass Rs 1,500, it will make it to
Rs 2,000 and even take it to Rs 3,000," he said.

Shinde termed the government's move to
declare desi cows "Rajyamata-Gomata" as a
historic decision. "Had we not formed govern-

ment, which the common man was longing for
two years, we would have not strengthened
our sisters, we would not have given the
'Rajyamata' status to cows, we would not have
done the work we could do in these two
years," he said. The CM also said the ruling
Mahayuti will win the state assembly polls,

expected to be held next month. "We will go
among the people with our development
record, welfare schemes and the investments
we have brought to the state in the last over
two years. Our dear sisters (women), dear
brothers and dear farmers will acknowledge
our work and Mahayuti will return to power
with a huge mandate," Shinde later told
reporters. In June 2022, Shinde and several
other Shiv Sena MLAs revolted against the
party leadership. This led to a split in the Shiv
Sena and collapse of the Uddhav Thackeray-
led Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government.
Shinde subsequently joined hands with the
BJP to form government. Earlier, at the event,
Shinde said after the Mahayuti came to power,
the "fortune tellers" (opposition) predicted
the government will collapse soon. "But
because of the blessings of seers like you, the
government not only survived, but did solid
work in the last two years," he said. He said
that during the MVA rule, temples were
closed and festivals were stopped (referring to
the COVID-19 pandemic time). "People were
agitating and demanding opening of temples,
but they (MVA) were not keen on opening the
temples and allowing the celebration of festi-
vals. 

Swachh Bharat Mission not just about
cleanliness but means of prosperity: Modi

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Oct 2: Prime Minister

Narendra Modi referred to the
impact of the Swachh Bharat
Mission in Uttar Pradesh’s
Gorakhpur where encephalitis
used to claim hundreds of lives
The Swachh Bharat Mission is
not just a cleanliness pro-
gramme but now a means of
prosperity that has added jobs
and provided dignity to the poor
and women, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Wednesday. Speaking on the
occasion marking 10 years of
the mission, he said it is an
example of the determination of
millions of Indians who made it
their own. “They have made it a
part of their lives…and I appreciate every-
one, our safai mitra [sanitation workers],
religious heads, sportspersons, and
celebrities who together made the mission
a jan andolna [public movement],” he said.

“Thousand years from now, when studies
will be carried out about India in the 21st
century, the Swachh Bharat Mission will

be remembered. In this century, Swachh
Bharat is the world’s biggest and the most
successful people’s revolution.” Modi said
the mission has not only benefited people
by providing hygiene and cleanliness in
their immediate surroundings. He under-

lined it has added employment opportuni-
ties across sectors. Modi said when he first
spoke about the need to have toilets and

sanitation, people took potshots at
him. “It was an insult to the poor
that they had to defecate in the
open. The worst affected were the
women. They had to suffer this
pain and there was no option.
They had to wait for the dark.
Millions of women faced grave
dangers…problems every day,”
he said. Modi referred to the per-
ils of open defecation and its
impact. “Defecating in the open
had also put the lives of children
in trouble. It became a big reason
for child mortality. Poor hygiene
led to diseases.” Modi said the
government proposed the mis-

sion as no country in such a scenario can
progress. “...therefore we decide that sta-
tus quo will not be allowed…we saw it as a
national and humanitarian challenge and
made it into a campaign for Swachh
Bharat.

Assam CM, Karnataka minister lock horns over
semiconductor plant: ‘Congress's true colours’

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Oct 2: A fierce war of

words has erupted between Assam
chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
and Karnataka minister Priyank
Kharge over the allocation of semicon-
ductor manufacturing units. Priyank
Kharge, the son of Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, recently claimed
in an interview that semiconductor
units are coming up in Gujarat and
Assam because of “political clout".
Priyank Kharge, the son of Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge, recently
claimed in an interview that semicon-
ductor units are coming up in Gujarat
and Assam because of “political clout".
The spat began when Kharge, son of
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge,
suggested that semiconductor plants
were being set up in states like Assam and
Gujarat due to “political clout,” rather than

a strong technological or research ecosys-
tem. Speaking in an interview, Kharge
said, "Five semiconductor manufacturing

units, four are in Gujarat, and one is in
Assam, but they don't have the ecosystem
of skills or innovation that Karnataka has."
Also Read | Rahul Gandhi's lies were part
of international conspiracy to oust PM
Narendra Modi: Himanta Biswa Sarma

His comments referred to the Tata
Group's plans to establish a ?26,000-crore
semiconductor facility in Assam's

Morigaon district, a major devel-
opment project for the northeast-
ern state. In response, Sarma hit
back at Kharge accusing the
Congress leader of opposing
Assam’s development. “Once
again, Congress shows its true
colours by opposing Assam's
growth. A Karnataka minister
claims that Assam has no right to
host a semiconductor industry!"
Sarma wrote, urging Assam
Congress leaders to stand
against what he called "divisive

thinking." Kharge responded with anoth-
er post on X, questioning why his defence
of Karnataka’s interests was being framed
as anti-Assam. “CM @himantabiswa ji,
when you and PM @narendramodi defend
your state’s interests, it's called a master-

stroke. When I do the same for
Karnataka, it's called unfair?” Kharge also
criticised Sarma’s handling of other indus-
tries in Assam, asking why the state’s tea
and paper mills had shut down and
whether the government had provided
undue subsidies to certain companies. He
suggested that Assam needed to improve
its skill base before claiming to be a hub
for the semiconductor industry. “CM
saab, there is a lot we can learn from each
other’s ecosystems. Stop pleasing your
political masters and start skilling the
State and get investments based on your
strengths so that more people are
employed.” Sarma fired back, framing
Kharge’s comments as evidence of
Assam’s rising prominence. “In just 3 1/2
years, Assam has been elevated to a posi-
tion where even Karnataka recognizes
our achievements," he said, asserting that
Assam was poised to become a key player
in India’s semiconductor revolution. 

Congress going to form government in
Haryana with historic victory: Sachin Pilot

ST Correspondent
Yamunanagar, Oct 2: Congress leader and MLA

from Rajasthan Sachin Pilot said that the Congress
would form a government in Haryana as there was a
strong wave of change in the entire Haryana. He said
that the India alliance was going to form a government
in Jammu and Kashmir also. Overwhelmed by the
crowd gathered in the public meeting held in Devdhar
village by Congress candidate from Jagadhri Assembly
constituency Akram Khan on Wednesday, the

Congress leader said that the huge crowd at this rally
showed that there was a huge wave blowing in favour
of the Congress in Haryana. He said that everyone
knew very well that the Centre and state governments
of the BJP had done nothing for the welfare of the pub-
lic in the last ten years.
Government to introduce ‘one nation,

one election’ Bill in Parliament
Yamunanagar, Oct 2: Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh on Wednesday said the BJP-led NDA
Government at the Centre is preparing to introduce a
Bill on ‘one nation, one election’ in Parliament, aimed
at holding the Lok Sabha and Assembly elections
simultaneously across the country. Singh made the
announcement while addressing a rally in Bilaspur
town, organised by Balwant Singh, BJP’s candidate
from the Sadhaura Assembly constituency of
Yamunanagar district. Singh emphasised that the
implementation of simultaneous elections would save
both time and resources. “The country recently held
Lok Sabha elections, and now, just four months later,
Haryana is holding its Assembly elections. It would
have been better if both elections were held together,”
Singh said. He explained that the frequent election
cycles keep the administrative machinery constantly
occupied. “The entire administrative system remains
busy with elections, leaving officers unable to focus on
the welfare of the people as much as they should,” he
added. Reaffirming the BJP’s commitment to the ‘one
nation one election’ policy, Singh said, “To fulfil this
commitment, Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment has decided to table a Bill in Parliament. 

Resolve to make state Swach
Andhra Pradesh by 2029
New Delhi, Oct. 2: Chief Minister N

Chandrababu Naidu on Wednesday called on
the people of the state to make a resolution to
turn it into Swach Andhra Pradesh (clean state)
by 2029. The Chief Minister stressed that every-
one make it a goal without compromise. “Today,
we have to make a resolution that by 2029
Andhra Pradesh state has to become Swach
Andhra Pradesh. We should make it our goal.
There is on compromise,” said Naidu, address-
ing a public meeting at Machilipatnam in
Krishna district, on the sidelines of Swachta hi
Seva programme, commemorating Gandhi
Jayanthi. Underscoring the importance of using
technology to maintain cleanliness, Naidu said
he is contemplating a novel idea of using surveil-
lance cameras and drones to clear garbage. He
said the government will use technology to
ensure that there is no garbage and highlighted
the immense utility of drones during the recent
floods in Vijayawada. The CM noted that drones
were used to drop food and also identify garbage
and dispatch a tractor to clear it. Earlier, Naidu
paid respects to Mahatma Gandhi and swept the
roads with sanitation workers, school students
and others. Further, the CM announced that
there will be no tax on garbage from today in the
state and promised to introduce the matter in the
cabinet and pass orders to this effect. 

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, Oct 2: Chandrayaan-

4 mission will achieve the founda-
tional technological capability to
land an Indian on moon by the year

2040 and return safely back to
Earth. Chandrayaan-4, India's next
Moon mission will follow a new
approach to launch and assembly of
the mission's scientific instruments.
According to the Indian Space
Research Organisation's (ISRO)
website, these parts of the mission
will be stacked and assembled in
space to help India overcome pay-
load limitations. The mission will

also demonstrate advanced in-space
docking and transfer capabilities to
achieve significant savings in mis-
sion cost for the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO).

Chandrayaan-4 was
announced on September 18
with an aim to develop and
demonstrate technologies that
can successfully land on the
moon surface and bring back
moon samples to Earth for sci-
entific analysis. The govern-
ment allocated ?2104.06 crore
for the mission and set a time-
line of 36 months for comple-
tion. News agency ANI report-
ed that “the cost includes
spacecraft development and
realisation, two launch vehicle

missions of LVM3, external deep
space network support and conduct-
ing special tests for design valida-
tion, finally leading to the mission of
landing on the moon's surface and
safe return to Earth along with the
collected lunar sample”. The mis-
sion's new modular design and in-
space assembly technique marks a
significant advancement in India's
space missions. 

Why is ISRO planning to assemble
Chandrayaan 4 mission in space?

Patna, Oct 2: Political strategist-turned-
activist Prashant Kishor on Wednesday
announced the launch of his political outfit
Jan Suraaj Party, a much-anticipated move
by which he hopes to take the political land-

scape in Bihar by storm. Kishor also named
Manoj Bharti, a Madhubani-born former
Indian Foreign Service officer, as working
president of the party, saying the latter will
hold the post till March when organisation-
al polls will be held. The party was launched
at Veterinary College Ground in the state

capital in presence of many renowned fig-
ures, including former Union minister
Devendra Prasad Yadav, diplomat-turned-
politician Pavan Varma and ex-MP Monazir
Hassan The party was floated exactly two

yea~after Kishor had embarked
on a more than 3,000-km-long
‘padayatra’ of the state, from
Champaran where Mahatma
Gandhi had launched the first
Satyagraha in the country, in a
bid to mobilise the people for a
“new political alternative” that
could cure Bihar of its chronic
backwardness. Speaking on the
occasion, the I-PAC founder who
gave up political consultancy a
few yea~ago, said, “Jan Suraaj
has been a campaign aimed at
making the people of Bihar

understand that they have not been able to
get quality education and job opportunities
because they have never voted on these
issues. We may be mocked by cynics who
will say how will we fulfil promises like put-
ting an end to migration. But we have a
blueprint.

Prashant Kishor announces political
debut, launches Jan Suraaj Party
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Yadav said.Yadav has focused on Gurgaon. On a hot afternoon in Jharsa, a 
grassroot efforts, holding small large crowd of villagers gathered under a 
community meetings and engaging makeshift canopy, waving Congress 
with voters directly in Jharsa, banners as they waited for the party's 
Sirhaul, Palda, New Palam Vihar, Badshapur candidate, Vardhan Yadav 
Om Vihar, Gadauli Khurd, Bhawani (33). Women shared their frustrations over 
Enclave, Dhankot, Orchid Island, crumbling infrastructure, unemployment, 
South City and Uniworld Garden. and lack of basic amenities like clean 
His promise of job creation, water and electricity.Yadav, visibly 
improved infrastructure,  and energised by the crowd, began his speech 
transparency has resonated with by calling for a "new era of accountability" the divide between Badshapur's rural 
some sections of the electorate, and development in Badshapur. "BJP has and urban voters, both of whom face 
particularly the youth and those neglected you for a decade. The roads are different sets of challenges. While the 
frustrated with the current state of in ruins, there are constant power cuts, and rural parts of the constituency 
development. But to win, Yadav will our youth have no jobs. This is not the struggle with issues like lack of 
need to not only highlight BJP's Badshapur we deserve," he said, his voice irrigation, poor road connectivity and 
shortcomings but also convince rising to meet the growing chants of erratic power supply, urban areas 
voters that he can deliver on the support. "Congress will fix this, but we closer to Gurgaon face housing 
p r o m i s e s  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s  need your support to bring about real shortages, lack of healthcare, and 
manifesto.Yadav's debut faces change."Pitched against veteran Rao safety concerns.In a recent rally, 
significant hurdles — three-time Narbir Singh of BJP, Yadav — one of the Yadav lashed out at BJP for "catering 
MLA and cabinet minister Rao youngest candidates in the state poll fray only to the wealthy" while neglecting 
Narbir Singh, a dominant figure in this time — is hopeful of making a mark in the needs of farmers, workers, and 
the Ahir community, has maintained his debut in the political arena. The son of a the underprivileged. "Badshapur is 
a strong grip on Badshapur for years. farmer, Yadav belongs to the Ahir not just about the urban elite. We 
Narbir was Badshapur MLA in 2014-community, which comprises a large need development that works for 
19. He was denied a BJP ticket in chunk of voters in the constituency. everyone — farmers, women, and the 
2019.Yadav's campaign has focused on bridging youth. Congress will deliver on this," 

Haryana Assembly Polls: 100% webcasting monitoring 
at polling stations, says chief electoral officer

Congress debutant seeks to make 
mark with accountability vow

these areas.Greater Noida recorded Surajpur to Phase 2 — to the previous Noida. Gaur Chowk, Ek Murti 
the worst air quality in the country in year's list. It also includes the entire Chowk, Pari Chowk, Kasna, Greater 
Nov last year with the Air Quality Surajpur industrial sector site C and Noida West and Surajpur industrial 
Index (AQI) grazing past the ‘severe- Greater Noida West as hotspots due to site — among the stretches 
plus' (over 450) category. Last excessive industrial emissions, ongoing identified as Greater Noida's 
month, the city recorded at least five construction activities and traffic pollution hotspots last year 
‘poor' air days — Sept 16, 17, 23, 24 congestion. The other areas are the main continued to record alarmingly high 
and 25.Noida: Gaur Chowk, Ek roundabouts in the city that remain chock-levels of pollution and listed as the 
Murti Chowk, Pari Chowk, Kasna, a-block during the rush hours.city's dust bowls yet again.The 
Greater Noida West and Surajpur pollution control board, which The stretch from Police Lines to Kisan 
industrial site — among the stretches released its action plan to mitigate Chowk, among the nine pollution 
identified as Greater Noida's pollution before the winter smog hotspots listed by the pollution control congestion. The other areas are the main 

pollution hotspots last year continued to kicks in, said authorities failed to board in 2023, was removed from the list roundabouts in the city that remain chock-
record alarmingly high levels of pollution implement effective measures to mitigate this time.UPPCB regional officer a-block during the rush hours.The stretch 
and listed as the city's dust bowls yet pollution levels in these areas, leading to (Greater Noida) DK Gupta said the DM from Police Lines to Kisan Chowk, 
again.The pollution control board, which "persistent and unimproved" situation. It and GNIDA will have to implement a list among the nine pollution hotspots listed 
released its action plan to mitigate also listed construction activities, road of measures focusing on real-time by the pollution control board in 2023, 
pollution before the winter smog kicks in, dust, and traffic congestion as the primary monitoring of pollution, deploying was removed from the list this 
said authorities failed to implement sources kicking up particulate matter in special task forces and putting into action time.UPPCB regional officer (Greater 
effective measures to mitigate pollution the city's air.The new list adds just one emergency measures, such as mechanised Noida) DK Gupta said the DM and 
levels in these areas, leading to "persistent new area as a pollution hotspot — the road sweeping of roads and deploying anti-GNIDA will have to implement a list of 
and unimproved" situation. It also listed from Surajpur to Phase 2 — to the smog guns, to mitigate air pollution in measures focusing on real-t ime 
construction activities, road dust, and previous year's list. It also includes the these areas.Greater Noida recorded the monitoring of pollution, deploying 
traffic congestion as the primary sources entire Surajpur industrial sector site C and worst air quality in the country in Nov last special task forces and putting into action 
kicking up particulate matter in the city's Greater Noida West as hotspots due to year with the Air Quality Index (AQI) emergency measures, such as mechanised 
air.The new list adds just one new area as a excessive industrial emissions, ongoing grazing past the ‘severe-plus' (over 450) sweeping of roads and deploying anti-
pollution hotspot — the road from construction activities and traffic category.smog guns, to mitigate air pollution in 

Greater Noida has 9 pollution 
hotspots, 8 of them are from last year

women employees deployed inside NEW DELHI. Haryana's chief 
polling booths are not permitted to electoral officer, Pankaj Agarwal, 
remain in the polling station. announced measures to monitor the 
Similarly, husbands of female voters upcoming Assembly elections 
are strictly prohibited from entering through webcasting at polling 
the voting compartment."For stations. During a video conference 
accessibility, polling stations will with officials, Agarwal reviewed 
provide wheelchairs for voters with election preparations and noted that 
disabilities. Arrangements for water, the Election Commission of India will 
electricity, and seating will be made also supervise the process.
for the elderly, disabled individuals, Haryana will hold Assembly elections transportation of liquor, narcotics, 

and women in long queues.on October 5 to elect 90 members, with cash, and weapons during the election. 
Officials were directed to submit daily vote counting set for October 8. District monitoring teams were urged 

reports on home voting by those over Agarwal emphasized that polling agents to intensify their efforts.He instructed 
85 years old and disabled individuals, can only engage in authorized that Electronic Voting Machines 
postal ballots by employees on duty, activities on election day. He warned of (EVMs) be stored securely before 
and the Electronic Transmitted Postal strict legal action for involvement in polling and transported with adequate 
Ballot System used by service voters. prohibited activities and mentioned security measures afterward. EVM-
With three days left before voting, that detailed guidelines have been carrying vehicles must not stop during 
Agarwal stressed increasing voter issued.Agarwal called for vigilant transit and should have GPS for 
awareness.c h e c k p o i n t s  t o  c u r b  i l l e g a l  security.Agarwal stated, "Husbands of 

Girls leave college hostel after intruders 
knock on doors, peep through windows

wants to work 24 hours after taking Noida. Worried about their safety, 172 of 
classes in the day? There is no additional 187 students at Kumari Mayawati 
remuneration for this task either," a Government Girls Polytechnic College 
college teacher told TOI.Moreover, the in Greater Noida's Badalpur have left 
campus has provision for installing 16 their hostels and returned home after a 
CCTV cameras, but currently, 10 have group of men allegedly entered the 
been set up and only six of them are campus after Sunday midnight to snoop 
operational, according to the college on them.The incident led to protests on 
management.Students also alleged they campus on Monday. Students told TOI 
have spotted drones on the campus in there had been repeated intrusions by this 
recent weeks."It seems that some people group over the past week. The latest 
are constantly spying on us. We have incident was scary because the intruders 
spotted drones a few times. Some of us knocked on doors."All of us were afraid 
also went to the roof of the hostels as we as we found it was a group of men, mostly 
heard its sound. We will only come back aged between 25 and 40, peeping through 
once our safety is ensured," a student windows. Even when we shouted and 
said.On Tuesday, police said they spoke called for help, there was no one to hear 
to the protesting students and have us," a first-year student at the hostel told 
increased patrolling in the area near the TOI on Tuesday, a day after she went 
college at night. No case was filed. "We back to her home in Gorakhpur. on campus. But the college, which was principal Shyam Narayan Singh said.

Another student, in the second year of her are inspecting the area to ensure students' opened 22 years ago, has never had Positions at the govt-run residential college 
course, said women avoided going to the safety," a senior police officer said.positions for hostel wardens. Another can only be created by the education 

District magistrate Manish Kumar Verma washroom at night for fear of being spied problem is inadequate security. department. Singh said the college 
told TOI the district school inspector on. "To feel safe, all 15 girls who have "The college has just four positions for started out with just one hostel, but its 
(DIOS) and other education department stayed back at the hostel have moved into security guards since it was opened in strength has gone up since. The campus 
officials have been asked to prepare a one room and are keeping a watch by 2002. Two guards are deployed during needs at least 12 guards and dedicated 
report after inspecting the hostels. staying up at night," she said. She too the day, and two at night, in alternative posts for hostel wardens, he said."As an 
"Necessary steps will be taken at the went back home to Aligarh.According to shifts. If even one of them goes on leave, alternative, teachers were asked to do the 
earliest to ensure security," he said.a college official, there are four hostels it becomes difficult to manage," college job of hostel wardens at night, but who 

Lack of civic infra, health & public 
transport on Pataudi voters’ minds

Gurgaon: The Pataudi assembly constituency, 
with a voter base of 2.5 lakh, is among the 17 
constituencies in Haryana reserved for a 
scheduled caste (SC) candidate. Although 
Yadavs form a significant portion of the 
population, the demographic landscape of 
Pataudi has undergone changes in recent years, 
primarily due to the development of new 
sectors. In the past, issues related to agriculture 
and farming were the primary concerns for 
voters in this constituency. With the emergence 
of new sectors and urban areas, however, 
development of civic infrastructure has also 
become a priority for the electorate.

Considered a stronghold of Gurgaon MP Rao 
Inderjit Singh, largely due to the presence of a 
substantial number of Ahir voters, the 
constituency is now set to witness a fierce 
competition between two major candidates — 
BJP's Bimla Chaudhary and Pearl Chaudhary of 
Congress.While Bimla served as the MLA of 
Pataudi from 2014 to 2019, Pearl's father 
Bhupinder Chaudhary held the position from 
2005 to 2009.In 2005, Pearl's father Bhupinder 
won the elections by defeating INLD's Ganga 
Ram by a slender margin of 8,516 votes. Ram, 
however, won the elections in 2009 by defeating 
Bhupinder by a margin of 24,747 votes. In the 
2014 assembly polls, Bimla won by a margin of 
38,963 votes.

BJP's Satya Prakash Jrawta won the previous 
assembly elections in Pataudi, securing around 
44% votes (60,633). He defeated Independent 
Narender Singh Pahari, who secured 24,054 
votes. Bimla was given the saffron party's ticket 
this time to combat anti-incumbency 
rumours.Ahead of the polls, Haryana CM 
Nayab Singh Saini on Aug 10 laid the 
foundation stones of 87 projects amounting to 
Rs 187 crore in Pataudi. The projects included a 
polytechnic college in Majri village, which will 
be built at a cost of Rs 3.5 crore. He also 
allocated Rs 2.5 crore for improving roads 
falling under the public works department.

Urban voters said they just want basic civic 
amenities and infrastructure. "Residents of new 
sectors in Pataudi are grappling with inadequate 
infrastructure and basic amenities. Builders 
collected internal and external development 
charges (IDC and EDC) but failed to develop the 
necessary infrastructure, particularly for 
electricity supply. Roads are in a deplorable 
condition. The absence of even a single 
dispensary in the new sectors is a significant 
concern for the residents, who are left without 
access to basic healthcare facilities," said 
Lokesh Yadav, a resident of Sector 83.

News box

Noida.  A day after four persons lost their lives, and a 
fifth was injured, when their car collided with a tractor 
in Sector 11, the tractor's driver was arrested from 
Morna bus stand on Tuesday morning.According to 
the SHO of Sector 24 police station, Dhruv Bhusan 
Dubey, the accused was identified as 22-year-old 
Javed, a resident of Hapur. "During investigation, he 
revealed that on Monday, when he was transporting 
garbage to a factory in Sector 6 Noida from Ghazipur 
in Delhi, the car driven at high speed collided head-on 
with his tractor," the SHO said.Javed had fled the 
scene right after the incident, leaving his vehicle 
behind.

An FIR has been registered against the accused under 
BNS sections 106(1) (causing death by negligence), 
125 (act endangering life or personal safety of others), 
and 281 (rash driving or riding on a public way) at 
Sector 24 police station.Around 2am on Monday, five 
people were travelling back to their residence in Delhi 
when the car they were in collided head-on with a 
tractor near a private hospital in Sector 11. Three of the 
youths died on the spot when another succumbed to his 
injuries during treatment.

4 deaths in hit & run: Tractor 
driver held

Gurgaon. Campaigning for Congress's Badshapur 
candidate Vardhan Yadav, former Rajasthan 
deputy CM Sachin Pilot said at a rally on Tuesday 
that the Oct 5 election would mark the end of BJP's 
"misrule" and start a new chapter for 
Haryana.Pilot, who was accompanied by former 
Youth Congress president BV Srinivas, criticised 
the BJP govt in Haryana for failing to provide 
employment and crushing dissent.He said that 
both the state and country have seen prosperity 
vanish under BJP's rule."People have had enough 
of BJP's false promises and must now rise to show 
their strength… This time, Congress must form 
the govt in Haryana to ensure real progress," Pilot 
said in his rally at Diwan Palace in Badshapur.The 
Congress MLA from Tonk added that his party's 
manifesto for Haryana polls focuses on welfare of 
youth, women and the elderly.With folded hands, 
Pilot spoke of the contribution of the youth in 
Badshapur. "Youth are the backbone of the 
country, and they have the power to bring about 
transformative change," he said.Congress has 
promised MSP legal protection, caste survey, 
subsidized gas cylingers, Rs 2,000 monthly 
contribution for women, pension for the elderly 
and disabled, two lakh permanent govt jobs and 
300 units of free electricity.

Noida. With dengue and malaria cases on the rise, the 
district malaria officer (DMO) asked members of 
Federation of Noida Residents Welfare Associations 
(FONRWA) to begin fogging and spraying anti-larva 
medicines in residential complexes.

Between mid-Aug and Sept 30, 45 malaria and 104 
dengue cases were reported.Last year, the season's 
tally was recorded at 117 and 993, respectively.

This year, several measures will be taken during a drive 
from Oct 1 to 31, such as fogging, spraying anti-larva 
medicines, and a special communicable disease 
control campaign, under which, Asha workers will 
visit houses between Oct 11 and 31, and apprise people 
of measures, symptoms, and treatment facilities. They 
will make a list of people with symptoms of dengue, 
filariasis, malaria, brain fever, tuberculosis, and 
leprosy for their examination and treatment.

"A meeting was conducted by DMO Dr Shruti Verma 
and Dr Bhojraj with member RWAs today at the 
FONRWA office to discuss the measures and 
suggestions that would help curb the spread of malaria 
and dengue in the city," said KK Jain, secretary general 
of FONRWA.Dr Verma said the district health 
department is deploying teams to visit dengue and 
malaria-prone areas.While FONRWA general 
secretary KK Jain met Noida Authority CEO Lokesh 
M to discuss fogging sprays and spreading anti-larva 
medicines in the city, the CEO assured that necessary 
steps will be taken to prevent the spread of these 
diseases.

From fogging to spraying, 
Noida drive soon to tackle 
dengue

Oct 5 will end BJP’s misrule, 
says Sachin Pilot

Wrong-side driving: Two 
bikes collide, lawyer dies & 1 
injured

Ghaziabad. A 34-year-old man died while another man 
was left in a critical condition after their bikes collided 
head-on at the Arthala u-turn on Monday evening.

According to police, the deceased was identified as 
Rajkumar, an advocate who lives in the city. The 
injured man was identified as Rajveer (28), a native of 
Meerut. Initial investigation revealed Rajveer was 
riding on the wrong side, likely to save time, when the 
incident occurred, police said.ACP (Sahibabad) 
Rajneesh Upadhyay told TOI that the incident occurred 
around 6pm on Monday."Further investigation 
revealed that both motorcycles were travelling at high 
speeds at the time," he said.Passersby informed cops 
about the incident following which a police team 
arrived at the scene and brought the injured men to a 
nearby hospital for treatment. Both vehicles involved 
in the incident were confiscated and the bikers' family 
members were informed, police said.Rajkumar, the 
lawyer, succumbed to his injuries while Rajveer's 
condition has deteriorated significantly, hospital staff 
told police on Tuesday morning.Autopsy reports are 
awaited, police said, adding that they have not received 
any complaint in the matter yet.Wrong-side driving is a 
menace rampant on many stretches across the district. 
In several cases, traffic police have even given up 
issuing challans, as commuters do not leave any chance 
to take shortcuts. Such stretches include Vijay Nagar on 
NH-9, Chhijarsi, Hindon bridge, GT road, etc.From Jan 
to April this year, traffic cops issued 71,083 challans for 
driving on the wrong side. In 2023, around 40,354 
wrong-side driving challans were issued during the 
same period.

New Delhi, Thursday, 3 October 2024

YEIDA master plan for aerotropolis,
biz district gets town planner’s nod

Noida: Nearly two months after it sought a report on zone regulations for data centres
and green spaces, the UP Town and Country Planning Department approved on Tuesday
the Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development Authority's (YEIDA) draft master plan
2041. A blueprint for the next 18 years for developing over 3,000 sq km in six districts under
its jurisdiction, the draft plan focuses on boosting industrial development along the Noida
International Airport, Heritage City in Mathura and other urban areas in GB Nagar and
Bulandshahr.The draft, cleared by the Authority's board in Jan, was submitted to UP govt in
July. However, the town planning department sent it back seeking details on data centres,
green spaces, healthcare facilities, research centres, transport infrastructure and flood
zones, among others.YEIDA CEO Arun Vir Singh said all the points were addressed in a let-
ter dated Aug 30 and now the draft plan will be sent to UP cabinet for final approval. While
YEIDA's notified area covers approximately 3,352 sq km
across six districts— GB Nagar, Bulandshahr, Aligarh,
Hathras, Mathura, and Agra— the phase 1 of the Master
Plan 2041 will focus on 759 sq km in Gautam Budh Nagar
and Bulandshahr. The plan includes several major projects,
including a medical device park, a semiconductor park, an
electronic city, and a film city.It includes an aerotropolis — a
multimodal commercial zone having corporate suites for
business meetings, support services, retail, airline services
and hotels under one roof
— that is proposed to be
developed on 6,554
hectares around the Noida
International Airport. A cen-
tral business district (CBD)
of over 480 hectares is also
planned to support busi-
ness and shopping facilities.
An Olympic Park, designed
to host international sport-
ing events and provide
extensive sports facilities
and accommodations for
athletes, is also proposed
under it.According to the
blueprint, 

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Vishnu Thapa W/O THARK
BAHADUR THAPA ,R/O HOUSE NO-
258, CHHURIYA MOHALLA, TEK-
HAND VILLAGE, Okhla Industrial
Area Phase-I, PO: Okhla Industrial
Estate, DIST: South Delhi, Delhi-
110020,declare that the name of mine
has been wrongly written as Vishnu in
my minor son Naveen Thapa aged 16
years in his 10th class educational
document, The actual name of mine is
Vishnu  Thapa, which may be amend-
ed accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
Chandraveer Singh S/O Brij Mohan
R/O C-8/29, Yamuna Vihar, Yamuna
Vihar , North East Delhi, Delhi-
110053,declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as Chandra
Vir Singh in my minor daughter Divya
aged 14 years in her school record
and  name of mine  has been wrongly
written as C.V Singh in her Birth
Certificate No.17329 the actual name
of mine is Chandraveer Singh.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Dilshad Ahmed S/O Abul Hassan,R/O
E-12/22, Gulshan Madarsa, Hauz
Rani, VTC: Hauz Rani,PO: Malviya
Nagar, Hauz Khas, South Delhi ,Delhi,
110017,declare that the name of my
father has been wrongly written as
ABDUL Hussain in my 10th class edu-
cational document, The actual name
of my father is ABUL HASSAN,which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I Soharai
Saw R/O Sukhlal Saw R/O Permanent
Address-93, KUSMA BASDIHA,
KUSAMA BASADIHA, AURANGABAD,
PARARIYA, AURANGABAD, BIHAR-
824111 Present adress- B 20 ambedkar
city Unnati vihar,sector- 123,hindon air
field Dist  Gaziabad uttar pradesh-
201004,declare that the name of mine
and my father has been wrongly written
as Swaraj  Gupta  and  Sukh Lal Gupta in
my adhar card no 5357 3016 8547,The
actual name of mine and my father are
SOHARAI SAW and SUKHLAL SAW
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, HUKAM SINGH  Father of No.
18003277Y Rank-HAV Name-BABLU
KUMAR  R/O VILL-AAMKHERI, PO-
MUNDLANA, TEHSIL-ROORKEE,
DIST-HARIDWAR, UTTARAKHAND-
247656 have changed my name from
HUKAM SINGH  to HUKAMA for all
future purposes, in my son’s service
record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 02/02/1960 instead of my cor-
rect date of birth as 01/01/1949 vide
Affidavit dated 02/10/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MUSKAN D/o
RAJEEV GUPTA W/o VIBHOR AGAR-
WAL residing at 164/3, Thapar Nagar,
Uttari Patel Nagar, Meerut, Meerut
Cantt, Uttar Pradesh - 250001 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as MUSKAN AGARWAL.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
RAJENDER SINGH S/o DARYOO
SINGH R/o AB-53, Shalimar Bagh,
North West Delhi-110088 declare that
name of mine and my Father have
been wrongly written as RAJINDER
SINGH and SARYAN SINGH in my
Pan Card No. ARWPS1767P. The actu-
al name of mine and my Father are
RAJENDER SINGH and DARYOO
SINGH respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, NISHA THAKUR W/o VINOD
KUMAR residing at 173 -A/3 , Third
Floor, Ryhaan Residency, Opposite
Nand Apartment -2 , Ward No. -3 ,
Mehrauli, South Delhi, Delhi 110030
have changed the name of my minor
Son NEVAAN VINOD PARIHAR alias
NEVAAN THAKUR aged 13 Years and
he shall hereafter be known as
NEVAAN THAKUR.

NAME CHANGE
I, BALI DEVI Mother of No. 18003277Y
Rank-HAV Name-BABLU KUMAR
R/O VILL-AAMKHERI, PO-MUND-
LANA, TEHSIL-ROORKEE, DIST-
HARIDWAR, UTTARAKHAND-247656
have changed my name from BALI
DEVI to BALA for all future purposes, in
my son’s service record my date of birth
wrongly mentioned as 05/04/1964
instead of my correct date of birth as
01/01/1950 vide Affidavit dated
02/10/2024 before Notary Public Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Geeta W/O: Ramjeet Verma, C-297,
Budh Nagar Inderpuri, I.A.R.I., PO:
I.a.r.i., DIST: Central Delhi, Delhi-
110012,declare that name of mine
and my husband has been wrongly
written as Geeta  Verma  and Ramjeet
Verma in my minor son Abhi Patel
aged 14 in his school record, The
actual name of mine and my husband
are  Geeta and Ram Jeet,which may
be amended accordingly.

LOST & FOUND
I, Madhu Mittal W/O Sh. Vinod Kumar
Mittal, R/o DDA LIG Flat No. 120-A,
Ground Floor, Pocket A-3, Kondli
Gharoli, Mayur Vihar Phase-3, Delhi-
110096, hereby in general inform that
my original Allotment Letter, Demand
Letter and Possession Slip issued DDA
vide File No. L045(2501) 90/KG/NP,
have been lost somewhere in Delhi and
report filed vide LR No. 2168902/2024
dt. 01.10.2024. If found by someone,
please return to the above mentioned
address. M.# 9818290127.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Anand Bansal S/O Jagat Narain
Gupta, R/O -B 7/7 ,Mianwali Nagar,
VTC: Paschim Vihar, PO: Sunder
Vihar, District: West Delhi,State:
Delhi- 110087,declare that name of
my father has been wrongly written as
Jagat Narain in Pan card no
AAHPB3096L and Pass  PORT no-  Z
7383150,The actual name of my
father is Jagat Narain , which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Sunder Lal  Rathaur S/O Machle
Prasad Rathaur ,R/O H-1/301, SUL-
TANPURI, Sultanpuri C Block, North
West Delhi, Delhi, 110086 declare
that the name of mine has been
wrongly written as  Sundar Lal
Rathaur in my minor daughter Garima
Rathaur aged 14 years in her school
records, The actual name of mine is
Sunder Lal Rathaur, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, K SANGEETHA Daughter of No-
2609678Y Rank-HAV Name-A KRISH-
NAN Residing at VILL&PO-
KANAKKANKUPPAM, TEH-GINGEE,
DIST-VILLUPURAM, TAMIL NADU-
604151 have changed my name from K
SANGEETHA to SANGEETHA K for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
02/10/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-2609678Y Rank- HAV Name-A
KRISHNAN Father of K RUPIKA
Residing at VILL&PO-KANAKKA
NKUPPAM, TEH-GINGEE, DIST-
VILLUPURAM, TAMIL NADU-604151
have changed my minor daughter’s
name from K RUPIKA to RUPIKA K for
all future purposes vide Affidavit dated
02/10/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, Jaswant/Jaswant Singh S/o Pratap
Singh R/o G-863, 2Nd Floor, Suncity,
Near G Block Park, Sector-54,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122011bHave
Changed My Name To Jaswant Singh
Rawat For All Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, NOSHAD ALI S/O BUNYAD ALI R/O
H NO. C-12/541, YAMUNA VIHAR,
BHAJANPURA, NORTH EAST, DELHI
110053 HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
NAUSHAD ALI FOR ALL FUTURE
PURPOSE







EDITORIAL 6

competitive spirit between major players — the BJP, THE conclusion of the Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) poll 

Congress, NC and PDP — is palpable. And what has campaigning marks a significant milestone, 

stood out is the high voter enthusiasm and turnout, underscoring the successful efforts of both the 

encouraged by the election arrangements, enabling administration and security forces. As the region 

widespread public participation. The Election navigated a high-stakes election after a decade, the 

Commission, in tandem with the police and armed seamless coordination between election officials, 

forces, managed to maintain order and ensure safety security agencies and local authorities ensured that the 

despite the looming threats from across the border. campaigning ended on a peaceful note. In this first 

Areas near the Line of Control and the International Assembly election since the abrogation of Article 370, 

Border, usually vulnerable to disruptions, remained political parties freely campaigned across both Jammu 

calm, with polling stations set up in even the most and the Valley, a testament to the tight security that 

sensitive regions. Kashmir Zone IGP VK Birdi kept terrorism at bay. The key poll issues include the 

praised the coordination and intelligence-gathering abrogation of Article 370, with debates on the 

by local officers, which helped prevent any law-and-restoration of statehood, and the focus on development 

order breakdown.in the region. Parties like the BJP emphasised the 

benefits of Article 370’s removal, citing peace and This successful election campaign has not only 

integration, while the Congress and regional parties fortified faith in the region’s governance but also 

like the NC and the PDP rallied for statehood shown the world that democracy can thrive in J&K 

restoration and protection of local identity. against all odds. A well-deserved pat on the back is 

due to all those involved.With 40 seats up for grabs in the final phase, the 

Kamala’s stars & 
Trump’s Silicon stripes

How Manipur CM has skewed the national security debate

collected data from Internet communications. The Mobile Bharat Vision). However, the system ON September 17, hundreds of pagers used by 
programme’s scale was staggering and included does not address the fundamental vulnerability as H e z b o l l a h  m e m b e r s  e x p l o d e d  n e a r l y  
planting backdoors and spyware in electronic it is based on a foreign handset and rides on simultaneously across various locations in Lebanon 
devices. According to a report in Der Spiegel, the commercial networks seeded with foreign and Syria, killing at least 12 people, including two 
NSA had planted backdoors to access computers, equipment. It could end up providing a false children, and injuring at least 2,000. A second wave 
hard drives, routers and other devices from sense of security.It is well understood that foreign of attacks followed when dozens of two-way radios 
companies such as Cisco, Dell, Western Digital, dependencies cannot be eradicated overnight, but blew up, killing at least 20 people and wounding 
Seagate, Maxtor, Samsung and Huawei.More NSA there is a visible lack of a national strategy to more than 450.Many believe that Israeli 
documents, released in Glenn Greenwald’s book No work in this direction. We have been hearing intelligence, particularly Unit 8200 — Israel’s cyber 
Place to Hide, detailed a specific instance of how about a new cybersecurity strategy since 2020, warfare division — masterminded the attacks. The 
NSA employees intercepted Cisco routers intended but it is yet to be promulgated. One essential motive appears clear: to paralyse Hezbollah’s 
for organisations targeted for surveillance and element of this strategy must be replacing foreign communication infrastructure and instil widespread 
implanted them with backdoors before shipping hardware and software in critical systems.In fear. Wary of mobile phone vulnerabilities, 
them on. Cisco publicly distanced itself from these 2019, the US enacted the Secure and Trusted Hezbollah had recently shifted to using pagers as 

network was based on equipment from ZTE and actions, but the incident raised concerns about the Communications Networks Act, which mandates their primary means of communication.
Huawei. Private telecom operators like Airtel and vulnerability of global supply chains for tech that US network operators remove network According to reports, a small amount of explosives 
Vodafone also remain heavily dependent on hardware.America is one of many countries that use equipment from Chinese vendors Huawei and ZTE. hidden in the pagers was triggered by a remote 
Chinese equipment. In March 2021, Bharti Airtel these practices. A 2018 Bloomberg report alleged This initiative, often referred to as the ‘rip and signal. The procurement chain of the pagers traces 
awarded a telecom infrastructure expansion that Chinese intelligence agents had placed tiny replace’ programme, provides federal funding to back to a Taiwanese company, Gold Apollo, which 
contract worth around Rs 300 crore to microchips on server motherboards manufactured network operators. initially manufactured the AR-924 model pagers. 
Huawei.Efforts to reduce dependency on China and by Supermicro. These servers were sold to major US The fact that the programme is facing delays shows However, the Hezbollah pagers were not directly 
promote indigenisation have not yielded adequate tech companies, including Amazon and Apple. The the depth of Chinese gear in the networks, but the sold by Gold Apollo but distributed by BAC 
results. As per a report by the Global Trade Research chips allegedly allowed for remote backdoor access. US intent and direction are clear.Mirroring the US Consulting, a Budapest-based company that held a 
Initiative, China and Hong Kong accounted for an In 2020, The Wall Street Journal quoted US officials move, the Chinese government recently ordered ‘rip licensing agreement with Gold Apollo. The New 
overwhelming 56 per cent of India’s total imports in as saying that Huawei was covertly accessing and replace’ for US-made chips in its York Times reported that Israeli intelligence 
electronics, telecom and electrical products in the mobile networks via backdoors meant for law telecommunication networks by 2027. This follows operated BAC Consulting and had created two 
2023-24 financial year.In July 2022, the Department enforcement use, prompting several nations to ban a 2023 order banning government agencies from unnamed shell corporations to obscure its 
of Telecom banned the use of non-trusted telecom the company's products. Similarly, Chinese using iPhones and foreign-branded smartphones for involvement.Headlines following the atack have 
gear for the expansion of communication networks surveillance equipment makers Hikvision and work.Aatmanirbharta is not just a goal; it is a talked of terrifying implications for the future, a new 
in the country. However, this alone cannot prevent Dahua have been blacklisted over concerns of strategic imperative. Its importance is magnified in chapter in cyber warfare and the weaponisation of 
the poisoning of supply chains. Cisco, which has a sending sensitive data back to Beijing.Despite the domains directly impacting national security, where everyday objects. While the Israeli attack was 
significant presence in India, including in military Snowden revelations of 2013, those responsible for dependency is a vulnerability. One such domain is brilliantly planned and executed, its success should 
communication networks, has received approval as cybersecurity in India were slow to react. Foreign cybersecurity, where safeguarding the nation from not surprise anyone familiar with state-sponsored 
a ‘trusted source’. According to data provided by the hardware and software continued to be procured for state-sponsored cyber threats must be a top priority. cyber espionage. The modification of both 
Voice of Indian Communication Technology critical military and civilian communication We must fortify our digital defences, enhance hardware and software to gather intelligence or 
Enterprises (VoICE), Cisco is the largest importer of networks. It wasn’t until 2020, after the Chinese indigenous capabilities and eliminate reliance on sabotage critical infrastructure is not a new 
equipment such as access points and switches from incursions in Ladakh, that the Indian government foreign technology that could be weaponised phenomenon.Edward Snowden revealed in June 
China.The Indian Army recently adopted a secure restricted Chinese telecom equipment. Yet, by then, against us.2013 the existence of the PRISM programme, under 
mobile ecosystem called SAMBHAV (Secure Army more than half of the state-owned BSNL’s mobile which the US National Security Agency (NSA) 

Well done, J&K

HE highly respected Scientific American 
magazine did not do Kamala Harris a favour by 
announcing its support for her. Readers of that 
journal felt it was unbecoming of an impartial 
purveyor of science to enter partisan politics of 
earthlings instead of reporting, for instance, on 
Mars calling Venus, or how stars burst to life. 
Kamala, wisely, kept quiet about this 
endorsement. She had other stars to think about.

Pop singer Taylor Swift is one such star. After the 
Presidential debate, she came out blazing 
blinding white light in support of Kamala Harris. 
This endorsement could move the needle as 
Swift has 550 million followers across social 
media. When Travis Kelce, the football hero, 
started dating her, his Instagram following 
jumped by three million. A lift like this would be 
Kamala's dream especially as the contest is so 
close. Soon after Swift's endorsement of Kamala 
Harris, as many as 4,05,999 users visited the site 
vote.gov that instructs one about how to get 
registered in the electoral rolls and vote. If, as 
surveys suggest, more than half the adults in the 
USA are Swift fans, her backing of Kamala 
Harris is good news for the Democrats. If Travis 
Kelce could get a boost because of Swift, Kamala 
Harris deserves one too.

The problem is that more than half of Swift's fans 
belong to Generation Z — they are between 18 
and 26 years old. This age group, repeated 
surveys show, is most reluctant to get out and 
vote. In America's most recent election, the 2022 
midterms, only 25.5 per cent of 18-to-29-year 
olds cast a ballot whereas 63.1 per cent of those 
above age 60 did. The young go to concerts and 
stage protests, but voting is not their thing; it's not 
their thing.Kamala Harris has enjoyed a two-
week post-debate fizz and now she and Donald 
Trump are both running flat out. Trump's 
supporters have dusted themselves off from the 
debate debacle. This has made the race more or 
less even. Kamala has clearly more celebrities on 
her side — Swift, for one — but how reliable is 
that? In India, we have seen film stars come and 
go out of politics withou creating much of a 
ripple.Star support can certainly be very newsy. 
American TV, too, gushes about celebrities 
crooning for Kamala. Hillary Clinton also had 
Hollywood at her feet, singing her song, but still 
lost. Donald Trump won with a scantier cast and 
in this election, too, his celebrity endorsement is 
nowhere near that of Kamala Harris. She 
probably has many more stars in her pocket than 
even what Hilary Clinton had during her 
campaign.Still, remember that Hilary lost and 
this should be a cautionary tale for those exulting 
in Kamala's celebrity troupe. Besides Swift, 
there's a long list of catch-me-before-I-swoon 
heartthrobs like George Clooney, Julia Roberts 
and Meryl Streep. This might even harm Kamala 
as it makes credible Trump's charge that 
Democrats are elitist; they think of organics and 
climate change but not of kitchen sink issues.

The muscle-shirted Hulk Hogan is the one real star 
with Trump. Surprisingly, given the widely 
alleged, and unconfirmed, links Trump has with 
White supremacists, quite a few celebrity Blacks 
are on his side. Among them is Amber Rose, who 
once called Trump a racist, as well as rappers like 
Sexxy Red, Kodak Black and Lil Wayne. Earlier, 
Trump had favoured the last two with 
Presidential pardons for crimes that meant 
longish jail terms.Though none of these figures 
come anywhere near Taylor Swift or Oprah 
Winfrey in terms of followers or fans, together, 
they count for a substantial number. Millions, 
particularly Blacks, stamp and sway to rap music 
which boasts of "banging" metaphors and "bad 
man" imageries. Through them, and their 
lawyers, the racist charge against Trump is 
challenged as he is now hailed by this section as 
an advocate of American Blacks.

There is another elite grouping which is money-
wise more powerful but lacks popular charisma. 
It comprises tech billionaires of the Silicon 
Valley who cheer for Trump as they are 
ideologically convinced that Kamala Harris is a 
dangerous Marxist. In fact, Trump's running 
mate JD Vance is the nominee of the Silicon 
Valley heavies. They chose Vance in the belief 
that he cancarry their heft to counter Kamala's 
left.On her part, Kamala is doing her best to 
douse her radical image and has said.

involvement in perpetrating violence against the IN an unusual display of cooperation and coordination 
tribal Kuki-Zomi-Hmar communities would have between the Manipur Chief Minister's Office and its 
merited attention and coordinated response of the Security Adviser, who is also the head of the Unified 
political and security establishments by now.By Security Command of the state, the former sent an 
turning a blind eye to the reported involvement intelligence 'input' to the latter and two high-ranking 
and collusion of the armed groups like the United officials of the state on September 16, 2024. The ‘input’ 
National Liberation Front (UNLF) and Kanglei forewarned a veritable doomsday for the Meitei 
Yawol Kanba Lup (KYKL) with Arambai Tenggol community. It said 'over 900 Kuki militants' who 
and the state police in attacking the Kuki-Zomi-reportedly infiltrated into Manipur were set to 'launch 
Hmar villages across the 'buffer zones', the CM multiple coordinated attacks on Meitei villages around 
and his Security Adviser have lost their credibility. 28 September.'To amplify the 'threat' perception, this 
They have also compromised their constitutional 'input', signed by N Geoffrey, Secretary to the CM, was 
oath and commitments and made their positions framed in the language of 'national security threat' best 

Singh pliantly submitted to and cooperated with this untenable.understood by policy mandarins in New Delhi. It was 
intelligence bluster. Without bothering to establish its This selective amnesia implies that the 'national security' remarkably pointed and precise in its details. It stated 
credibility, he affirmed that the 'input' was '100 per cent gains obtained by the security forces in the aftermath of that these militants 'newly trained in use of drone-based 
correct' until proven otherwise. This also suggests that 'Operation All Clear' in 2004 — which flushed out bombs, projectiles, missiles and jungle warfare [are] 
the de facto lever of security control in the state has proscribed Meitei armed organisations from Sajik grouped in units of 30 members each….'
always been wielded by the CM. Interestingly, the CM’s Tampak and the valley areas — have been neutralised Coming within a fortnight of the unverified and 
longstanding grievance is that he has been rendered under the nose of the current political dispensation.sensational claim by CM Biren Singh and the state police 
powerless after being substituted by Kuldiep Singh as Genuine commitment to national security interest will also that the Kuki militants used sophisticated drone bombs 
the head of the Unified Security Command in May last be equally mindful of the unrivalled access that the and rocket-propelled guns (RPGs) to attack Meitei 
year.That neither Kuldiep Singh nor the high-ranking UNLF and other Meitei proscribed armed militants have settlements in Koutruk village and Bishnupur just across 
military and police officials who attended the security to sophisticated weapons and armoury within and across the 'buffer zone', this intelligence input whipped up a 
group meeting, which was convened by Singh two days the Indo-Myanmar border.This point is underscored by communal frenzy and brought full circle the hyperbole 
after he received this input, ever bothered to establish its the UNLF's extensive use of IEDs in Pherzawl district in debate on 'threats' to India's national security.
credibility is a telling commentary on the tenuous civil- 2005-06 where many tribals were trapped and killed.The blanket vilification and selective targeting of the 
military relations in the state. A premeditated Another instance highlights the same point: the People Kukis as 'terrorists' and as the singular source of 'threat' 
misinformation campaign such as this is unlikely to Liberation Army (PLA), another proscribed Meitei to national security could not have come into sharper 
yield sub-optimal 'national security' outcomes. armed group, ambushed with ease the Assam Rifles relief.A deeper probe into the immediate context, 

In game theory, overcoming collective action problem and convoy in November 2021 just a couple of kilometres however, suggests that the CM was desperately in need 
obtaining optimal outcomes demand that players away from the Indo-Myanmar border. They killed with of a sensational news item to deflect increasing public 
coordinate under a rule-based institutionalised impunity five Assam Rifles’ personnel, Col Viplav scrutiny on his integrity in light of two of his recent 
framework where information inputs are credible, Tripathy, his wife and son. It shows that the source of outlandish claims: firstly, his alleged self-incriminating 
transparent and not distorted.Security protocol also national security threat lies somewhere else across the claim in a leaked tape — run by an online news portal in 
demands that 'immediate' and 'secret' information of Indo-Myanmar border.The recovery of a large cache of August 2024 — that he advocated the secret use of 
such kind be put under meticulous scrutiny and not be 'arms and ammunition with war-like stores' from 12 'bombs' and violence against the Kukis to protect Meitei 
shared with the public before credible and actionable KYKL cadres apprehended by the Spear Corps at Itham identity and dignity; and secondly, his claim that the 
strategies are chalked out and potential threats village in East Imphal district on June 24, 2023 Kukis used drone bombs and RPGs to attack Meitei 
neutralised.The Spear Corps plausibly kept this in mind demonstrated beyond doubt the real source of danger to settlements was contested by, among others, Lt-Gen PC 
when it demanded details and proper scrutiny of the India's national security.Nair, former Director-General of Assam Rifles, on the 
intelligence 'input' in its tweet immediately after the As the 'doomsday' forecast passed off as a mere 'bluster' grounds that they were not corroborated by the Indian 
Security Adviser briefed the media.However, in an and Manipur's CM's office got away with this Army and by 'substantive evidences' on the ground.
insurgent space where the powers-that-be have for long unacceptable misinformation campaign, the verdict was Seen against this backdrop, the intelligence input was far 
operated with impunity under the shadow of a on the Indian state and its democratic culture of from being a genuine concern for 'national security'. It 
compromised institutional ecosystem and where they impunity.It is about time the Indian state priorities its was driven by a self-goal to salvage the CM's dented 
expect pliant actors to fall in line, any contrarian position national security focus and fixes political accountability. image on the one hand and a convenient scapegoat to 
is not tolerated. This explains why the Spear Corps' Instead of spending over Rs 31,000 crore on a clichéd launch a series of 'combing operations' to pre-emptively 
tweet was immediately taken down. idea which seeks to erect border fencing along selected strike the Kuki 'militants' on the other hand. This point is 

Had the CMO’s concern been genuine, the large-scale pockets of the over 1,600-km Indo-Myanmar border, it alluded to by Kuldiep Singh, the Security Adviser, 
'infiltration' of proscribed Meitei armed organisations should invest in modernising the intelligence network during his press brief on September 20.
into the valley areas from Myanmar and their and upskilling the security forces. What is, however, baffling is the manner in which Kuldiep 

By turning a blind eye to the collusion of the armed groups with Arambai Tenggol and the state police in attacking the Kuki-Zomi-Hmar villages, the CM and his Security Adviser have lost their credibility.

Poll campaigning ends on a positive note
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The importance of Aatmanirbharta is magnified in domains impacting national security

India must fortify its digital defences
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