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Surprise visit by PM Modi leads to traffic
snarls near Bharat Mandapam

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Oct. 14: A surprise visit by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday
led to traf fic snarls in the national
Capital with commuters trying to
go from Central Delhi to South
Delhi facing inconvenience even as
the arterial roads remained choked
for the VIP movement.  With securi-
ty protocols put in place on the
roads around Bharat Mandapam for
hours in the afternoon and evening,
commuters shared their experience
of sitting for long hours in their
vehicles, waiting for the route to
clear. “There is mindless traf fic
diversion due to the visit. We were
unable to move towards South
Delhi for hours from Central
Delhi,” a woman stated. Another
added that the ar terial roads
around India Gate were choked. “It is pathetic
that we common people can’t travel normally
because of the surprise visit. If their security
and time is important, isn’t ours too?” PM Modi
visited PM Gati Shakti set up at Bharat

Mandapam on the third anniversary of the
launch of the initiative. Due to his sudden visit
to the site, elaborate security plans were laid

out on the roads of the city as per protocol. A
working professional was not able to reach her
office on time as she got stuck on the road
opposite to the Bharat Mandapam and com-
plained that there is no value of a normal citi-
zen’s time. “I was coming from the road Bharat

mandapam to ITO to my office after finishing an
assignment. However, my car was stuck on the
red light just near the Bharat Mandapam for

about 20 minutes while simultaneously the
traf fic police stopped the flow of traf fic
from ITO to Bharat mandapam,” she said.
Asking if her time isn’t as valuable, she
added, “I do not like that we as citizens
aren’t valued and the politicians that we
have voted for to work for get such undue
advantage.” A commuter who frequently
travels by buses stated that traf fic police
were creating chaos at the bus stations.
“They hardly gave us a minute to onboard
and asked the buses to move quickly at a
bus stop near the area where the Prime
Minister was visiting,” he complained.
However, this is not the first time such
inconveniences were caused to the com-
muters in the Pragati Maidan area which
was redeveloped for easing a chunk of east

Delhi traf fic. Security measures put in place fre-
quently for VIPs visiting Bharat Mandapam,
which was constructed for hosting big events
like G20, has become a bane for commuters
who are stalled in their vehicles for hours,
restricting their movement.

Man shot dead over music during Durga idol
immersion in Uttar Pradesh's Bahraich
Naresh Malhotra

Lucknow, Oct 14:  The incident took place
when a procession carrying an idol of Goddess
Durga for immersion passed through
Mahrajganj Bazar in Mansoor village. A 22-
year-old man died from a gunshot wound on
Sunday during a communal clash in
Uttar Pradesh's Bahraich over
music being played during a pro-
cession. People set fire to two-
wheelers after a man died of a gun-
shot wound during a religious pro-
cession carrying an idol of
Goddess Durga for immersion at
Mahrajganj Bazar in Bahraich.
People set fire to two-wheelers after
a man died of a gunshot wound dur-
ing a religious procession carrying
an idol of Goddess Durga for
immersion at Mahrajganj Bazar in
Bahraich. Around half a dozen
more people were injured due to
stone pelting and firing, said officials. Uttar
Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath has
condemned the violence, saying those respon-
sible will not be spared. The incident took

place when a procession carrying an idol of
Goddess Durga for immersion passed through
Mahrajganj Bazar in Mansoor village. Ram
Gopal Mishra, a resident of Rehua Mansoor
village was shot while walking with the group.
He was taken to a hospital but later died during
treatment, according to a family member.

Following the killing, communal tensions esca-
lated in the area, leading to the cancellation of
similar processions in Fakharpur town and
other locations. However, chief minister Yogi
Adityanath directed the administration that

idol immersion must continue and to coordi-
nate with religious organisations to ensure it
happens on time. In response to the unrest
during the idol immersion in Bahraich, Hardi
Police Station head SK Verma and Mahsi out-
post in-charge Shiv Kumar were suspended.
The Superintendent of Police (SP) has taken
action against the police personnel for their
alleged negligence during the incident. UP
DGP Prashant Kumar confirmed one casualty
from the flare-up, noting that sporadic inci-
dents of arson were reported in neighboring
districts, including Gonda and Balrampur. “To
control the situation, ADG Gorakhpur zone KS
Pratap Kumar and DIG Devipattan,
Amarendra Pratap Singh, have been dis-
patched to the incident site with additional
forces,” the DGP added. Meanwhile, news of
Ram Gopal Mishra's death sparked outrage
among local villagers, who vandalised vehicles
and set them ablaze in Maharajganj market. A
heavy contingent of police and Provincial
Armed Constabulary (PAC) was deployed in
the village, accompanied by senior officers,
including SP Bahraich Vrinda Shukla, DIG
Amarendra Prasad Singh, and divisional com-
missioner Shashi Bhushan Lal.

President’s rule revoked in J&K,
stage set for swearing-in of NC-led govt

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Oct 14: The Centre has

issued a formal order for revoking
the President’s rule in Jammu and
Kashmir, paving the way for the
newly elected government head-
ed by National Conference leader
Omar Abdullah to be sworn in. An
order issued by President
Droupadi Murmu and subsequent
gazette notification issued by the
ministry of home affairs (MHA)
on Sunday stated, “In exercise of
the powers conferred by section
73 of the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act, 2019 (34 of
2019) read with articles 239 and
239A of the Constitution of India,
the order dated the 31st October,
2019 in relation to the union territory of
Jammu and Kashmir shall stand revoked
immediately before the appointment of
the chief minister under section 54 of the
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act,
2019”. The NC-Congress and other par-

ties alliance won the recently concluded
assembly elections in J&K. On Friday, NC
legislature party leader Omar Abdullah

met lieutenant governor (L-G) Manoj
Sinha at Raj Bhawan and staked claim to
form the government. He handed over
letter of support from a total of 55 newly
elected legislators. Section 73 of the J&K
reorganization act 2019, which came into
effect on October 31, 2019, gives powers

to the Centre to impose the President’s
rule in case of failure of constitutional
machinery. “If the President, on receipt of

a report from the Lieutenant
Governor of Union territory of
Jammu and Kashmir, or other-
wise, is satisfied,— (a) that a situ-
ation has arisen in which the
administration of the Union terri-
tory of Jammu and Kashmir can-
not be carried on in accordance
with the provisions of this Act, or
(b) that for the proper adminis-
tration of Union territory of
Jammu and Kashmir it is neces-
sary or expedient so to do, the
President may, by order, suspend
the operation of all or any of the
provisions of this Act for such

period as he thinks fit and make such inci-
dental and consequential provisions as
may appear to him to be necessary or
expedient for administering the Union
territory of Jammu and Kashmir in accor-
dance with the provisions of this Act,” sec-
tion 73 of the Act states. 

Had offered to resign as Haryana Congress
in-charge after poll loss: Deepak Babaria
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Oct 14: Congress'
Haryana in-charge Deepak Babaria on
Monday said he has offered to resign
from his post, taking moral responsibility
for the assembly polls defeat. Babaria said
he offered his resignation to the high
command soon after the result of the
Haryana assembly polls came out last
week but no decision has been communi-
cated to him over the matter. "Last week,
after the results, I offered to resign. I
offered to the high command that you can
replace me. My health is not well and also
it is my moral responsibility in the wake of
the results. Keeping that in mind, I had
told this to the high command that 'if you
deem fit, you can replace me'," said
Babaria told. "After the Lok Sabha polls
also, I had offered to resign as in-charge
of Delhi, but no decision has been taken
on that. Similarly, no decision has been

taken (for Haryana), but it was my respon-
sibility to offer (to resign)," he said. The
Congress top brass last Thursday held a

review meeting on the party's shock
defeat in Haryana Assembly polls and
decided to form a fact-finding team that
will speak to all its candidates to find out
the reasons for the debacle. Sources said

the leaders during the meeting discussed
the possible reasons for the "unexpected"
results in Haryana and decided to set up

the team to ascertain the reasons
behind such results and also look
into complaints of "discrepancies" in
EVMs, as alleged by party candi-
dates. Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, former party
chief Rahul Gandhi, AICC general
secretary organisation KC
Venugopal, AICC senior observers
for the polls Ashok Gehlot and Ajay
Maken, as well as AICC secretaries
for the state, participated in the
review meeting. AICC in-charge of
Haryana Babaria joined the meeting
online. The Congress has also

demanded a thorough probe into "dis-
crepancies" found in some Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs) during the
counting of votes of the Haryana polls and
demanded that such EVMs should be

sealed and secured pending the inquiry. A
delegation of top Congress leaders com-
prising former chief ministers Bhupinder
Singh Hooda and Ashok Gehlot and AICC
leaders K C Venugopal, Jairam Ramesh,
Ajay Maken and Pawan Khera, besides
Haryana Congress chief Udai Bhan, met
with top Election Commission officials
here on Wednesday. The Congress lead-
ers alleged that there are at least 20 such
complaints with many referring to EVMs
functioning at 99 per cent battery capacity
whereas the average EVMs were found to
be operating at 60 to 70 per cent battery
capacity during the counting. The
Congress appeared confident of dislodg-
ing the BJP dispensation which was in
power for 10 years and facing anti-incum-
bency. However, the BJP with 48 seats
halted the Congress' comeback attempt
and also proved several exit polls wrong
which had predicted a comfortable win for
the grand old party in Haryana.

Kerala man infected with
Murine Typhus

ST Correspondent
New Delhi, Oct 14: Murine Typhus is caused by

the flea-borne bacteria Rickettsia typhi and is transmit-
ted when an infected flea bites a human. He had
recently travelled to Vietnam and Cambodia, and expe-
rienced severe body pain and fatigue upon returning
from his trip. The patient sought medical attention, and
the doctor ordered tests for rat-induced and flea-borne
diseases. Although the test results were inconclusive,
it was found that his liver and kidney functions were
deteriorating, as reported by The Indian Express.
Considering his travel history, the doctors suspected
that he could have Murine Typhus, which would be
the first diagnosed case in the area. Murine typhus is a
rare infectious bacterial disease, recently found in a
Kerala man. It is usually caused by the flea-borne bac-
teria Rickettsia typhi and is transmitted when an infect-
ed flea bites a human. The disease is also known as
endemic typhus, flea-borne typhus, or flea-borne spot-
ted fever. Rats, mice, and mongoose are known to be
reservoirs of this disease. In some cases, the disease-
carrying flea is also found in pets such as cats and
dogs. Once a flea is infected, it can spread the disease
for the rest of its life. The disease spreads when infect-
ed flea feces come into contact with cuts or scrapes in
the skin. The Murine typhus is not spread from one
person to another, or from person to fleas. In India,
such rare bacterial infections have been reported in
the Northeast, Madhya Pradesh, and Kashmir.

BJP's Panwar resigns from Rajya
Sabha, front runner for ministerial

berth in Haryana
Chandigarh, Oct 14: Panwar, a former minister and six-

time MLA and prominent Dalit face of the saffron party,
was specially picked up by the BJP to contest October 5
election polls  from Insrana(Reserved) assembly segment.
Panwar submitted his resignation to Jagdeep Dhankar,
Vice-President and Rajya Sabha Chairman, in New Delhi
on Monday. Panwar is a front-runner for a ministerial berth
in the new Council of Ministers to be sworn-in at
Panchkula on October 17. Panwar was a minister in the
first BJP Government headed by Manohar Lal Khattar dur-
ing 2014-19. He was later sent to Rajya Sabha by the BJP in
2022 by the party in a bid to woo the crucial Dalit vote
bank. With the resignation of Panwar from Rajya Sabha,
lobbying has picked up among senior BJP leaders for nom-
ination to the Upper House from Haryana. Hon'ble Vice-
President and Chairman, Rajya Sabha, Shri Jagdeep
Dhankhar has accepted the resignation of Shri Krishan Lal
Panwar, Member of Council of States (Rajya Sabha) from
Haryana with immediate effect, finding the same in con-
formity with Constitutional out of five Rajya Sabha MPs,
the BJP has three members—Subhash Barala, Ram
Chander Jangra and Kiran Chaudhry. 

Seat-sharing among NDA
partners for Jharkhand

polls almost final
New Delhi, Oct, 14: Assam Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma on Monday said the
seat-sharing arrangement among NDA part-
ners for the assembly elections in Jharkhand
was "almost final", and the first list of candi-
dates would be announced within 48 hours of
the declaration of the polls. Sarma, who is one
of the in charge of the BJP for the assembly
elections, was speaking to the reporters after
a meeting of the party's election committee.
"Seat-sharing among NDA partners is almost
final. As soon as the Election Commission
declares the model code of conduct (MCC)
we will issue the first list within 24 to 48 hours.
We are waiting for the EC's announcement,"
he said.  "The seat-sharing talks with the
AJSU Party are almost final. There is some
problem pertaining to one seat. We will
resolve that by Tuesday," Sarma said. He said
the Nitish Kumar-led JD(U) will contest in
two constitutencies, while the seat-sharing
talks with LJP (Ram Vilas) will be held on
Wednesday or Thursday after its chief Chirag
Paswan comes back from abroad. He said can-
didates for almost all the seats have been
finalised, barring five or six, and the decision
on those will be taken soon. 

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, Oct. 14: Reserve Bank

Governor Shaktikanta Das on
Monday made a case for reducing
time and cost of overseas remittances,

which are important for developing
economies. The new technology and
payments system can be used for
expediting and expanding cross-bor-
der payments, he noted. "Remittances
are the starting point for many emerg-
ing and developing economies, includ-
ing India, to explore cross-border
peer-to-peer (P2P) payments. We
believe there is immense scope to sig-
nificantly reduce the cost and time for
such remittances," Das said in his

keynote address at the conference on
'Central Banking at Crossroads'.
Besides, he said, the feasibility of
expanding real-time gross settlement
(RTGS) to settle transactions in major

trade currencies such as dollar,
Euro and Pound can be
explored through bilateral or
multilateral arrangements. India
and a few other economies have
already commenced efforts to
expand linkage of crossborder
fast payment systems both in
the bilateral and multilateral
modes, he said. The Central
Bank Digital Currency (CBDC)
is another area which has the
potential to facilitate efficient
cross-border payments, he

added. Going forward, he said, har-
monisation of standards and interoper-
ability would be important for CBDCs
for cross-border payments and to over-
come the serious financial stability
concerns associated with cryptocur-
rencies. The RBI Governor also raised
concerns over misuse of Artificial
Intelligence in the banking space say-
ing it could lead to more cyber attacks
and data breaches. 

RBI Governor pitches for reducing
cost, time of remittances

Monday, Oct, 14: Only one constable was
accompanying NCP leader Baba Siddique
when he was shot dead in Mumbai's Bandra
area on October 12 by three persons who
took cover of Dussehra fireworks to open

fire, a police official said on Monday. Six
rounds were fired on Siddique, two of which
hit the 66-year-old former Maharashtra min-
ister on the chest, outside his MLA son
Zeeshan Siddique's office in Nirmal Nagar
between 9:15pm and 9:30pm on Saturday.
The Congress-turned-NCP leader, who
police said was provided non-categorised

security, was rushed to Lilavati Hospital
where he was declared dead by doctors.
Non-categorised security, under which
Siddique was given three constables, is pro-
vided as per the individual's threat percep-

tion, the official added. Two constables
on security duty were relieved in the
evening and only one personnel was
with Siddique when he was leaving for
Bandra West from his son's office on
the fateful night, the official pointed
out. When the assailants opened fire,
several persons in the congested area
thought it was sounds of firecrackers
going off as part of Dussehra and
Goddess Durga idol immersion pro-
cessions, as per police. An assistant
inspector (API) of Nirmal Nagar police
station and some other personnel

rushed to the spot, managed to apprehend
two of the alleged shooters and recover two
pistols and 29 live rounds from them, the
official said. A third shooter managed to
escape in the melee. Apart from this
accused, Mumbai police, in its remand appli-
cation has also mentioned one more person
as wanted in the case.

Only one constable was with
Baba Siddique when he was shot





Ghaziabad. Police stopped a as well to prevent the escalation of well.Additional CP Dinesh P said 
mahapanchayat at Dasna Devi tension. Police also conducted flag police had spread a message by 
temple by supporters of Yati marches and deployed quick various means that no permission 
Narsinghanand, the head priest who response teams across the district. was granted for the mahapanchayat 
is facing two FIRs for controversial and prohibitory orders were in An FIR was registered against Alt 
remarks he made in Maharashtra place.News co-founder Mohammad 
and Lohia Nagar last month.Some Zubair for allegedly inciting these The 70-odd supporters who were 
70 people were detained on Sunday demonstrat ions  fol lowing a  detained had tried to enter the 
and the cops resorted to lathi-charge complaint by Udita Tyagi, a BJP temple from the Dudhiya Peepal 
as a group of Yati's supporters tried member.Fearing law and order side. The cops tried to reason with 
to break the barricades that were put problems, around 8,000 cops were them, but when they tried to force 
up around the temple.Nand Kishore deployed on roads and a student of themselves in, police used batons to 
Gujjar, the MLA from Loni, was Yati was arrested as Friday prayers disperse the crowd. A few 
also stopped from heading to the coincided with Ashtami and supporters, however, sat in protest at 
temple. He and his supporters staged Navami.As supporters gave a call the  temple  ga te ,  bu t  were  
a protest on NH-9, disrupting traffic for the mahapanchayat, police again removed.MLA Gujjar and 40-50 
for a while.Police in the city have imposed prohibitory orders around supporters were stopped on way to 
been on their toes ever since Yati the temple. the temple. They tried to block the 
made the controversial remarks highway, but were asked to move to No devotee was allowed to visit the 
targeting a particular community on the service lane so that traffic was temple on Sunday. People who 
Sept 29.This led to a demonstration spared. Before leaving the highway, arrived from Delhi, Haryana and 
outside Dasna Devi temple last Gujjar made a few demands before even far away districts of Himachal 
week. Prohibitory orders were police, including the imposition of Pradesh were sent back. Dr BP Tyagi 
imposed under BNS Section 163, the National Security Act against – an ENT surgeon – arrived in an 
restricting the assembly of five or those who demonstrated outside the ambulance on the pretext of carrying 
more persons. Six PAC companies temple last week. He gave a week's out treatment, but he was not 
and police personnel were deployed time for the demands to be fulfilled.allowed inside the temple as 

Makeshift dumpsite comes up at DLF 5; 
will streamline collection, says MCG

Police stop mahapanchayat by Yati supporters at Gzb temple

of the roundabout near Model Town, Noida. A 3.5km stretch of road from Noida 
which is expected to significantly ease Sector 62 to Mamura is set to undergo a 
traffic flow. The adjacent road will also major revamp to ease traffic congestion, 
be widened to accommodate the heavy as part of a model road project. This 
traffic from nearby corporate offices and corridor, heavily used by commuters due 
residential colonies. The estimated cost to its proximity to office complexes and 
for the entire project is around Rs 7 residential societies, experiences severe 
crore.bottlenecks, especially during peak 

hours, as traffic flows from NH-9 into Sanjay Khatri, additional CEO of Noida 
Noida.Officials said that the Authority's Authority, said that groundwork for the 
traffic cell is currently finalising a project is in place, with the road 
comprehensive plan for the project, widening, construction of foot 
which was already presented to the overbridges, and traffic management 
Authority twice. A study by the Regional solutions all aimed at alleviating 
Center for Urban and Environmental congestion on the Sector 62 to Mamura 
Studies, Lucknow was also conducted to stretch. "The work on the ground will 
assess traffic flow and suggest begin soon," Khatri added
improvements. In a meeting held last month, officials from 

Key upgrades planned under the model the Noida Authority and traffic police 
road initiative include the construction discussed various strategies to tackle 
of designated auto-rickshaw and taxi congestion. Several solutions proposed 
stands, and a foot overbridge equipped by the consulting agency were approved 
with an elevator near sectors 62 and 63. by Noida Authority CEO Lokesh M.aimed at addressing the current issue of stands, the project will also feature a 
These additions aim to enhance the haphazard parking, which frequently dedicated pedestrian lane for the safety of These measures are part of a larger 
overall commuter and pedestrian leads to roadblocks and traffic delays. walkers. Benches will also be installed at initiative to decongest this stretch, 
experience by reducing traffic jams and These stands will regulate vehicle various points along the stretch, and ensuring smoother traffic flow for 
e n s u r i n g  s a f e r  p e d e s t r i a n  parking and ensure that autos and taxis beautification efforts will add aesthetic thousands of daily commuters and 
movement.Construction of organised leave in an orderly manner, thus reducing appeal to the area.Another major providing better infrastructure for the 
stands for auto-rickshaws and taxis is congestion.In addition to the vehicle improvement will be the reduction in size area's growing population, officials said.

Wide roads, footbridge with lift: 
Noida to ease jams in office hub

health and the health of our children. Gurgaon: Residents of DLF-5 are faced 
There are many residential societies with a daily hassle of having to wade 
here, and a school. The MCG need to through a huge pile of garbage 
step up and ensure proper garbage a c c u m u l a t e d  n e a r  H e r i t a g e  
collection for the nearby colonies. International Xperiential School on St 
Placing a garbage-collection trolley at Thomas Road.According to the 
the site is not the solution," said Priti r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  
Anand, secretary, Westend Heights deteriorated since the pandemic, when 
c o n d o m i n i u m  MCG stopped door-to-door garbage 
association.Meanwhile, the joint collection from the nearby Harizan 
commissioner of MCG (Swacchh colony. Over four years later, the lack Westend Heights.In an attempt to 
Bharat Mission), Akhilesh Kumar, of proper waste management has address the issue, MCG had placed a 
said that they were clearing the trolley worsened the problem, leading to piles trolley at the site for garbage 
regularly. "We have already identified of trash being dumped along the collection. However, residents said the 
areas where door-to-door collection is roadside.The unsanitary conditions in trolley too, was not being cleared 
not happening. We will also start an the area are not only a health hazard regularly.The road has also been 
awareness drive for the residents to but also cause inconvenience to partially blocked for vehicles passing 
ensure that they understand the commuters and pedestrians. "The through by the scattered garbage, stray 
importance of giving waste to garbage lies there for days and emits an animals and the overflowing trolley 
authorised collectors only. Problem unbearable stench. We have raised the kept for garbage collection, creating 
also arises as many people do not want issue with the authorities multiple scope for further congestion in the 
to pay the user fee to the collectors," times, but the situation hasn't area, residents said."It has become 
said Kumar, adding that the contractor improved. Stray animals rummage impossible to navigate this road during 
will also be directed to streamline the through the garbage, further scattering rush hours. The garbage is not just a 
collection services.it," said Archana Kacker, a resident of nuisance, it is also dangerous for our 

Blaze again at Bandhwari, toxic smoke envelops 
Gurgaon's Golf  Course Road, Southern Peripheral Road

these  incidents  and implement  GURGAON. A massive fire erupted at 
sustainable solutions to prevent Bandhwari landfill on Saturday evening, 
recurrences. This includes proper resulting in dense smoke billowing from 
segregation of waste at the source, the site for several hours.The fire 
efficient waste processing, and persisted until Sunday evening, casting a 
development of alternative waste haze over the areas near Gurgaon-
management facilities to reduce the Faridabad road and in proximity to 
burden on the landfill. Moreover, health upscale residential colonies off Golf 
and well-being of the residents living in Course Road (GCR) and Southern 
the vicinity of the landfill must be Peripheral Road (SPR). This marks the 
prioritised. The authorities should 10th occurrence of a fire at the landfill 
conduct regular health check-ups and this year so far, which has raised 
provide necessary support to those significant concerns on safety and proper 
affected by the pollution caused by the management of the site.The blaze, 
f i res ,"  sa id  Suni l  Harsana,  an suspected to be caused by methane gas 
environmentalist and wildlife expert.combustion, was reported around 5.15pm fires are an indication of mismanagement pollution caused by the fire. MCG has 

According to the MCG affidavit submitted on Saturday. Over 15 fire tenders were a n d  l a c k  o f  p r o p e r  w a s t e  assured that their sanitation team is 
to the National Green Tribunal (NGT), deployed to control the fire, which was processing."Locals and commuters have actively assisting the fire services in 
the Bandhwari landfill has nearly 9.6 lakh brought under control around 12.30 am also expressed their distress over controlling the blaze. An MCG official 
metric tonnes of waste lying unprocessed. on Sunday, according to fire department recurring fires. Mohit Bhadana, a resident stated, "We are coordinating closely with 
Additionally, 2,200 tonnes of waste are officials. However, locals said they could of Bandhwari, said, "We have been the fire department teams to ensure the 
transported daily from Gurgaon and see smoke billowing from the landfill in witnessing several episodes of fires b l a z e  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  
Faridabad and dumped at the landfill. A the evening too.Environmental activists because of the untreated waste in the extinguished."Frequent fires at the 
recent TOI report revealed that MCG's have criticised management of the landfill. We have been living in hell. It landfill highlight the urgent need for 
waste processing agency managed to treat landfill, calling for immediate action to feels like everything is choking."The better waste management practices and 
only 53,935 metric tonnes of legacy tackle the underlying problems. Vaishali Sector-51 air monitoring station turned infrastructure. "The authorities must take 
waste in August.Chandra, an activist, said, "The frequent 'poor' from 'moderate' on Sunday due to swift action to find out the root causes of 

Stubble burning on the rise, 
DM tells team to reach out to 

farmers in Noida
Noida.The district magistrate directed officials on 

Saturday to conduct initiatives aimed at preventing 
stubble burning, with a particular emphasis on 
rural regions. The DM also ordered that farmers be 
made better aware of how to utilise stubble in their 
farming practices, eliminating the need to burn 
stubble or waste in their fields.

By providing farmers with alternative methods for 
managing stubble, the district hopes to reduce the 
occurrence of stubble burning and its associated 
environmental and health impacts, officials said.

Data from the Indian Agricultural Research Institute 
(IARI) shows that farm fire incidents in the state 
have doubled this season, compared to the 
previous year. From April 1 to May 20 this year, a 
total of 13,727 farm fire incidents were reported in 
the state, compared to 6,426 during the same 
period last year.

Rabi crops such as wheat, oat and mustard are 
planted between Oct and Nov and harvested in the 
spring. According to IARI, the highest number of 
farm fires this year were reported from 

Siddharthnagar (3,266 incidents), followed by 
Maharajganj (1,744), Deoria (984), Sant Kabir 
Nagar (812), and Gorakhpur (694). Gautam Budh 
Nagar and Ghaziabad reported 31 and 30 farm 
fires, respectively, during this period.

"Stubble burning starts from the end of Oct and Nov. 
Most of the farmers intenationally start doing it to 
prepare the field for the next crop. However, we are 
going to stop it from happening by telling them 
alternative methods which will save the air from 
becoming toxic and the farmers can use the stubble 
for feeding their cattle, roofing or for many other 
purposes," said district magistrate Manish Verma.

Last year, GB Nagar recorded 24 such incidents, 
while Ghaziabad witnessed a total of 10 farm fires. 
The data also shows an increase in the number of 
farm fire cases recorded in neighbouring Delhi and 
Haryana as well.

News box

Gurgaon. Two brothers were attacked with an axe, iron 
rods, and sticks for trying to shoo away dogs that 
started barking at them after their bike slipped near a 
speed breaker on Oct 3 in Faridabad's Tigaon area.

Saurabh and Mohit were returning from their car wash 
shop when the incident occurred. A local, Sunil, who 
was allegedly drunk, agitated by the commotion 
caused due to barking dogs, hurled abuses at them and 
physically assaulted them along with his two brothers 
and son, said Sahil, the duo's brother. Sunil's family 
members were also armed, he added.

The victims' mother, who tried to intervene, was also 
assaulted by Sunil's mother and wife, who came out of 
their house with a griddle and stick."A local boy 
informed us about the altercation, and my mother and I 
reached there to witness Saurabh and Mohit being 
attacked by Sunil, his brother and his son, who were 
wielding an axe, an iron rod and a charpoy leg as 
weapons," Sahil said.At one point, Sunil's brother 
Manoj took out a pistol, fired a shot in the air and then 
pointed it to Sahil's forehead, threatening to kill him, 
according to the complaint filed by Sahil.

After the assault, the victims were rushed to the hospital, 
where Saurabh and Mohit are still undergoing 
treatment. Sahil, who was discharged earlier, lodged a 
complaint with the police soon after. However, he was 
assaulted once again on Oct 5, following which the 
police lodged a complaint against the assailants on 
Friday. An FIR has been lodged against five persons - 
Sunil, Satish, Vishal, Monu, and Sanju under relevant 
sections of BNS.

2 brothers try to shoo away 
barking dogs, attacked with 
axe and iron rods by locals

Gurgaon. State Council of Education Research and 
Training (SCERT) released the schedule for admission 
to the Diploma in Elementary Education course in 
private and self-financed universities after the high 
court reinstated the courses discontinued earlier by the 
state govt in 2022.According to the schedule, online 
registration and payment of fees for admissions will 
take place from Oct 14 to Oct 23. The admission process 
will be completed in phases. On Nov 7 last year, the 
state govt resolved to terminate the course at all block 
institutes of teachers' education, govt elementary 
teachers training institutes, and private self-financed 
colleges in the state from the session 2023-25, in 
alignment with the National Education Policy (NEP) 
2020. Consequently, no admissions to the course were 
made in 2023.Private colleges, represented by the 
Haryana Self Finance Private Colleges Association 
(HSFPCA), challenged this decision of the govt in the 
high court and subsequently approached the Supreme 
Court. They argued that the course was regulated under 
the provisions of the National Council for Teacher 
Education (NCTE) Act, 1993, and therefore, the NCTE 
was the sole competent authority to determine whether 
it should be discontinued.The high court's judgment 
pronounced this month annulled the order to 
discontinue the course, following which the department 
of school education granted authorization to all private 
self-financed colleges to recommence admissions to the 
course for the academic session 2024-26.

SCERT director Sunil Bajaj said, "The course is being 
conducted in over 350 self-financed colleges in the state, 
with a total intake of 20,000 students. The first round of 
allocation and admission will be held on Oct 25, the 
second on Oct 28, and the third on Nov 4.”

Two bikers die in hit-&-run 
accidents, no arrests yet

After HC’s order, pvt univs to 
start admission to diploma in 
elementary education course

Ghaziabad. A 5-year-old boy died after he came in 
contact with an electric pole in Sahibabad's Lajpat 
Nagar area on Saturday evening. Jayesh, a resident 
of D block in Lajpat Nagar, had been outside his 
house along with other children from the locality 
when the incident occurred.His family accused the 
electricity department of negligence and filed a 
complaint with the police. Cops said an investigation 
is underway.

The boy's father Rahul Dhiman, who works at a private 
company, said that the boy had been playing outside 
with his friends as usual on Saturday evening when 
his hand accidentally touched the electric pole, 
resulting in a severe electric shock. The family 
rushed to his aid when they heard the commotion 
outside and brought him to the hospital – where he 
was declared dead on arrival.Dhiman further alleged 
that his mother had also received an electric shock 
from the pole in question a few months ago. At the 
time, they had filed a complaint with the electricity 
department, but no action was taken in the matter.

Gurgaon. Two men died in separate hit-and-run cases in 
Pataudi and Sohna since Friday night. The police have 
yet to identify the accused.In the first incident, 58-
year-old farmer Samay Singh from Bonda Khurd 
village near Bilaspur was killed when his bike was hit 
by an unknown vehicle on Saturday on Lokri-
Kapriwas Road. In the second incident, a 48-year-old 
milk vendor died when a pickup van hit his bike in 
Sohna on Friday evening."Around 9.30 am, Samay 
was on his way to Mau when an unknown vehicle 
collided with his bike, causing multiple injuries. 
Locals took him to Pataudi Civil Hospital, but he was 
declared dead on arrival by the doctors," said Pataudi 
ASI Tarun Kumar.He added that the police are 
reviewing CCTV footage in an effort to identify the 
suspect.A case was registered based on a complaint by 
Singh's son, Mahesh Kumar, under sections 106 
(causing death by negligence) and 281 (rash driving on 
a public way) of the BNS against the unknown accused.

"The victim's body was handed over to the family after 
the postmortem examination," ASI Kumar added.

In the second incident on Friday, Vinod, from Lohatki 
village near Sohna, was returning home after buying 
fodder for his cattle from Nunehra village when an 
unknown pickup van hit his bike from behind on 
Sohna-Ballabgarh Road at Nunehra around 6 pm.

Boy playing near home 
touches power pole, dies
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Only ones to clean banks of Yamuna are citizens’ groups
Noida. On Oct 2, which is also marked as Swachhta Diwas, a citizens' group met near the banks of the Yamuna at

Kalindi Kunj with gloves, bags and brooms. Over the next few hours, they collected all kinds of garbage – plastic cups
and polythene bags, metals and batteries, industrial and medical waste, religious offerings and idols, construction
debris – and all they could cover was a fraction of the area the river skirts.A laudatory, collective effort that will keep
that area clean for a few days till the next batches of waste are thrown there.Sachin Gupta, president of YSS Foundation
which conducted the cleanliness drive, said every Sunday and other holidays their volunteers clean a small section of
the riverbank. "We have been doing this under the Clean Yamuna Mission for the last three years. Our volunteers col-
lect waste and hand it over to Noida Authority or MCD for disposal. Occasionally, Noida Authority provides manpow-
er and vehicles, but that is all," he said.The Yamuna has an 81.7km span in Noida, but there is no institutional mecha-
nism to clean up its banks, parts of which are a toxic ferment of garbage that pollute not just the river – for whose clean-
ing thousands of crores have been spent – but also the floodplain area where vegetables that find their way into man-
dis are grown.A survey report submitted by the administration on Sept 12 shows the Yamuna flows through a shallow
and fragmented channel — its average depth is 3 metres — as it crisscrosses 26 villages including Wajidpur, Raipur
Bangar, Chak Basantpur, Nagli Bahrampur, Nagli Sabapur, Gulawali, Kondli Bangar, and Jhuppa. While there is no data
on how much waste these villages generate daily, part of it finds its way into the river or
is dumped along its banks.Over the years, Noida Authority has not taken any significant
steps in cleaning or desilting the banks as this requires coordination among multiple
stakeholders from different districts. A proposal to develop a Yamuna riverfront has
largely remained confined to the drawing books. Earlier this year, the district adminis-
tration directed the irrigation department and Noida Authority to conduct a feasibility
study for the project. If conditions are found to be conducive, the study report will be
tabled before the UP govt. But that could take months, if not more.Officials also could
not immediately share the funds received or work under-
taken under the National Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG), a 2016 central govt initiative to clean, conserve
and rejuvenate the Ganga
and its tributaries, includ-
ing Yamuna, through a
structured approach at
national, state, and district
levels.Environmentalist
Akash Vashishtha, who is
a member of the district
Ganga committee.

NAME CHANGE
I, A SINDUJA Wife of RANJITH REDDY
MARRI  R/o D NO-26-28-49, 1 LANE,
A.T.AGRAHARAM, GUNTUR, ANDHRA
PRADESH-522004 have changed my
name from ASINDUJAto ALLASINDUJA
for all future purposes vide Affidavit Dated
14/10/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as BANVARI alias
BANWARI LAL alias BANWARI LAL
VERMA S/O BHIMA RAM R/O 2048, Gali
No.-4, Master Colony Indra Nagar-1,
Brahamapuri Meerut Utter Pradesh-250002.
Have changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as BANWARI LALVERMA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform that Mr. Ramesh Kumar is
the owner of Plot No. C-14 (except the
entire first floor without roof rights), an area
measuring 130 sq. yards, situated in the
area of Sindhora Kalan, in the locality
known as Sanjay Basti, Gulabi Bagh,
Delhi-110007. The entire property was pur-
chased by Mrs. Sheela Rani (50 sq. yards)
and Mr. Bansi Lal (50 sq. yards) from Mr.
Mohan Singh through two Sale Deeds
dated 05.04.1974 and 02.04.1974.
Thereafter, Mr. Bansi Lal transferred the
said property to Mr. Raj Kumar through a
General Power of Attorney dated
28.02.1985 and an Agreement to Sell &
Will dated 28.02.1985 in favor of Mrs.
Sheela Rani. Mrs. Sheela Rani subse-
quently purchased an additional 40 sq.
yards of property from Mr. Mohan Singh
through a General Power of Attorney,
Agreement to Sell & Will dated 01.06.1995.
Subsequently, both Mr. Raj Kumar and
Mrs. Sheela Rani passed away, leaving
behind their legal heirs, Mrs. Sunita Inderias
and Mr. Ramesh Kumar. Thereafter, Mrs.
Sunita Inderias released her share in favor
of Mr. Ramesh Kumar through a
Relinquishment Deed dated 14.12.2018.
The same property is being financed by
RBLBank Limited, located at AF 19, 20, 21
FF Aditya Mall, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad,
U.P. 201012 If any person(s) objection &
regarding subject property, then kindly may
submit his/her objection within 07 days
from the date of the Notice in writing. The
said objection may be kindly sent to the
undersigned by way of the Registered Post
on the address given below and by E-mail.
failing which, the claim as per aforesaid
shall be treated as null and void in respect
of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Shehla Jafri W/O Unwan Amrohi
R/O -1941,Gali Chunna Mal Sui
Walan, Darya Ganj , Central Delhi,
Delhi -110002, have changed the
name of my minor Son namely Abeer
Unwan aged 13 years and he shall
hereafter be known as Abeer Ahmed

NAME CHANGE
I, MANGLA SINGH Father of No-
16011848P, Rank-HAV, Name-CHAN-
DRA BALI SINGH R/o VILL-KUNDA
KHURD, PO-MUGHAL SARAI,  DISTT-
CHANDAULI, UP-232101 have changed
my name from MANGLA SINGH  to
MANGALASINGH for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 14/10/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-734320N Rank-SUB Name-
KISHORE GANPAT GAIKWAD R/o AT
PO-KHARSHI, TEH-JAWALI, DIST-
SATARA, MAHARASHTRA-415020
have changed my father’s name from
GAIKWAD GANPAT BHIKU to GANPAT
BHIKU GAIKWAD for all future purposes
and in my service record his date of birth
wrongly mentioned as 06/08/1948 instead
of his correct date of birth as 15/05/1947
vide Affidavit dated 14/10/2024 before
Executive Magistrate, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-734320N Rank-SUB Name-
KISHORE GANPAT GAIKWAD R/o  AT
PO-KHARSHI, TEH-JAWALI, DIST-
SATARA, MAHARASHTRA-415020 have
changed my mother’s name from GAIK-
WAD NANISHA GANPAT to MANUKA
GANPAT GAIKWAD for all future purpos-
es and in my service record her date of
birth wrongly mentioned as 09/07/1953
instead of her correct date of birth as
01/01/1954 vide Affidavit dated 14/10/2024
before Executive Magistrate, Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I, SAJIDA GHUFRAN W/O MOHD
SHOAB KHAN residing at H NO-4267/3,
ANSARI ROAD, DARYA GANJ, DELHI-
110002 have changed my name to SAJI-
DA GUFRAN for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, MOHAMMED SHOAB / MOHD SHOAB
S/O MOHAMMED NASIM residing at H
NO-4267/3, ANSARI ROAD, DARYA
GANJ, DELHI-110002 have changed my
name to MOHD SHOAB KHAN for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 15802553H Rank-NK Name-
PAWAN  Presently residing at  VILL-
ROJANA, PO-ROJANA, TEH-JAORA,
DIST-RATLAM, MADHYA PRADESH-
457226 have changed my father’s name
from JAGDISH to JAGDISH PATIDAR for
all future purposes vide Affidavit dated
14/10/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-15183135Y Rank-NK Name-
POOJARI RAMANJULU S/o P
VENKATARAMANA Presently residing at
BALIJAPALLI, CHINNAMANDEM, T
SAKIBANDA, CUDDAPAH, ANDHRA
PRADESH-516214 have changed my
minor daughter’s name from PUJARI
KUSHELA to PUJARI KUSHALA for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
14/10/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, TETARA DEVI  W/O  PARAS NATH
residing at HOUSE NO- B E-377, GALI
NO-8, HARI NAGAR, MAYA PURI,
DELHI-110064 have changed my name to
ASHA DEVI for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, ZEENAT W/O MEHBOOB ALI  residing
at 162, U/G2 J-EXTN, STREET NO-5,
LAXMI NAGAR, SHAKARPUR, DELHI-
110092have changed my name to
ZEENAT JAHAN for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Mohammad sajid s/o vaseem R/o  G-19,
Vijay Vihar , Vijay Vihar Sector -7 Delhi
110085 have changed my name from Sajid
to Mohmmad Sajid for all future Purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, JC-471987N Rank-SUB Name-
DEVENDER KUMAR Presently residing
at VPO-NIMBI, DIST-MAHENDERGARH,
HARYANA-123029, have changed my
son’s name from RUPENDRA SINGH to
RUPENDER SINGH for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 14/10/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SHALU SENI W/O DEEPAK SAINI
residing at 3717, MAMAN STREET,
PAHARI DHIRAJ SADAR BAZAR, DELHI
110006 have changed my name to
SHALU SAINI for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, ADITYA SINGH S/o PARMOD MAN-
DAL, R/o B-11/19, Kh.No.43/12, Baprola
Vihar, West Delhi-110043 hereby under-
take that I, ADITYASINGH want to change
my name to MANNAT MANDAL and gen-
der as FEMALE. I, ADITYASINGH hence-
forth be known as MANNAT MANDALD/o
PARMOD MANDAL.

NAME CHANGE
I, No. 16017722L Rank-HAV Name-
ASHOK KUMAR S/o KARAN SINGH
TANWAR Presently residing at VPO-
JATTU LOHARI, TEH-BHAWANI
KHERA, DIST-BHIWANI, HARYANA-
127032 have changed my wife’s name
from REKHAto REKHADEVI for all future
purposes vide Affidavit dated 14/10/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Shakshi Devi is Daughter Of JC-
778693F NB SUB. Sanjay Kumar
Tiwari, Residing of Vill. Purva
(Amiliya), Post.Padari, tehsil-
Teonthar, District. Rewa Madhya
Pradesh-486226, Have Change My
Name From Shakshi Devi to Shakshi
Tiwari Vide Affidavit No.. CN 115642
Dated. 08/07/2024, Notary public
Teonthar, Madhya Pradesh

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Prerna D/O Hemant
Kumar, R/0 107/21,Railway Colony Delhi-
7.VTC: Kishan Ganj, PO: Malka Ganj,
District: North Delhi,State: Delhi -
110007,have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as PRERNAARYA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as Vibhuti  D/O Hemant
Kumar, R/O 107/21,Railway Colony Delhi-
7.VTC: Kishan Ganj, PO: Malka Ganj,
District: North Delhi,State: Delhi -
110007,have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as VIBHUTI  ARYA.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
SHAMSHER KHAN S/o MOHD KHAN
R/o A-67, GALI NO-3, JOHRI FARM
NOOR NAGAR, JAMIANAGAR, OKHLA,
SOUTH DELHI, DELHI-110025, declare
that name of my wife has been wrongly
written as SHAHINA PARVEEN in my
minor daughter RIZA AHMED aged 16
years in her 10th class education docu-
ments . The actual name of my wife is
SHAHINA PARWEEN, which may be
amended accordingly.NAME CHANGE

I, Arati Spouse of Army No. 14831857M
Rank - HAV, Name - Sandeep Patil
Presently Posted at Unit 980 TPT Coy
ASC Type B, Sujanpur Cantt, Pathankot
(Punjab) Pin - 905980 & Permanent
Resident of Village - Bhat Nanganur, Post
- Appachiwadi, Tehsil - Chikkodi, Dist -
Belagavi, State - Karnataka, Pin - 591241
have changed my Date of Birth from
28/09/1988 to 23/07/1987 for all future pur-
poses. Vide Affidavit Dated 14th Oct. 2024
before The Notary Public at Delhi in pres-
ence of Advocate Madan Lal Gupta.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
SHANTANU KUMAR SUMAN S/o
RAMNARESH SINGH SUMAN R/o Flat
No. 103, Plot No. 126, Jain Colony Part-III,
Matiala, Delhi, Uttam Nagar, Delhi-110059,
declare that name of my father has been
wrongly written as SUMAN in my Aadhaar
Card No. 8107 8373 0641 and PAN Card
No. CFGPS9674K. And also name of my
father has been wrongly written as SRI
SUMAN in my CBSE 10th class educa-
tional documents. The actual name of my
father is RAMNARESH SINGH SUMAN,
which may be amended accordingly. 

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as NAVEEN KUMAR
GULATI alias NAVEEN KUMAR S/o
MOHAN LALGULATI residing at C-2, First
Floor, Type -3 , Opposite ND Market,
Maurya Enclave Police Station, Pitampura,
North West Delhi, Delhi - 110034 have
changed my name and shall hereafter be
known as NAVEEN KUMAR.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as JYOTI ARORA alias
KUSUM MEHNDIRATTA D/o YASH PAL
ARORA W/o SANJAY KUMAR MENDI-
RATTA residing at T-138, Near Sanatan
Dharam Lal Mandir, Baljeet Nagar, Patel
Nagar, Central Delhi, Delhi - 110008 have
changed my name and shall hereafter be
known as KUSUM MEHNDIRATTA.

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as LEENAVERMA ALIAS
LEENAATREY D/O Rajesh Kumar Verma
W/O: Karan Pal Atrey, R/O 351-A3rd Floor,
Dhakka Village, Near Bhai Parmanand
Colony, VTC: G.t.b Nagar, Sub District:
Model Town, PO: G.t.b Nagar, District:
North West Delhi,State: Delhi - 110009,
Have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as LEENA VERMA.I have
change my name not my religion.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I, MANISH
KUMAR S/o GIRDHARI LAL, R/o 7028,
Quila Kadam Sharif, Shankar Marg, Pahar
Ganj, Swami Ram Tirth Nagar Central
Delhi, Delhi-110055, declare that name of
my minor Son has been wrongly written as
MUKUND in my minor Son namely
MUKUND KUMAR aged 14 years in his SC
Caste Certificate No. 90510000051970.
The actual name of my minor son is
MUKUND KUMAR respectively, which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I, WILSON
SIDHU S/o MANWAL SIDHU R/o B-2,
Fourth Floor, Jungpura-B, Jungpura, South
Delhi, Delhi-110014, declare that name of
mine and my father have been wrongly writ-
ten as WILSON and SH MANWAL in my
Driving Licence No. DL03 20049105249.
The actual name of mine and my father are
WILSON SIDHU and MANWAL SIDHU
respectively, which may be amended
accordingly. 

NAME CHANGE
I, ANIL VAIDYA S/O PURAN CHAND
RESIDING AT 21/72-73 TRILOK PURI
DELHI-110091  Declare that ANIL is my
given name and my surname is  VAIDYA

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as RAJESH KUMAR
SHARMA alias RAJESH SHARMA S/o
CHANDRAPRAKASH SHARMAresiding
at House No. -2992 , Sector-23, Gurgaon,
Haryana - 122001 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
RAJESH SHARMA.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNITA AHUJA W/O JAGAN NATH
AHUJA R/O VILLA NO-18 G, F BLOCK 3,
EROS GARDEN, CHARM WOOD VIL-
LAGE SURAJ KUND, FARIDABAD,
HARYANA121009 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SUNITA RANI AHUJA FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES.



WORLD 4
NEWS BOX

Trump vows to hire 10,000 extra border 
patrol agents if  re-elected in November

Zelenskyy accuses North Korea of 
sending troops, weapons to Russia

 McDonald's worker fails to recognise 
Bill Clinton. What happened next

Kamala Harris slams Trump for spreading 
misinformation about hurricane response

Cairo.Israeli forces widened their raid into northern Gaza 
and tanks reached the north edge of Gaza City, pounding 
some districts of the Sheikh Radwan neighbourhood and 
forcing many families to leave their homes, residents 
said.In the early hours of Monday, an Israeli air strike 
killed three people and wounded 40 others when it hit 
some tents of displaced Palestinians inside Al-Aqsa 
Hospital in the central Gaza Strip city of Deir al-Balah, 
where a million people were sheltering, medics 
said.Footage circulated on social media, which Reuters 
couldn't immediately verify, showed several tents were 
set ablaze as some Palestinians tried helplessly to put out 
the fire.The Israeli military said it struck militants 
operating from a command centre inside the compound, 
accusing Hamas of using civilian facilities such as 
hospitals for military purposes, which Hamas denies.

Residents said Israeli forces had effectively isolated Beit 
Hanoun, Jabalia, and Beit Lahiya in the far north of the 
enclave from Gaza City, blocking access between the 
two areas except upon permission for families willing to 
heed evacuation orders and leave the three towns.Nine 
days into a major Israeli operation in northern Gaza, the 
Hamas-run Gaza government media office said Israeli 
strikes had killed around 300 Palestinians there.

3 killed as Israeli air strikes hit 
tents of  displaced people in Gaza

Netanyahu considers 
'surrender or starve' plan 
for northern Gaza: Report

World Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said Sunday that Israel's military operations are 
intensifying in northern Gaza's Jabalia, with the 
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) urging civilians to 
evacuate and move south. New reports suggest 
that this may be the precursor to a contentious 
plan to seal off humanitarian aid to the region, a 
strategy aimed at starving out Hamas militants 
but which could trap hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians without food or water.The plan, 
proposed to Netanyahu and the Israeli parliament 
by a group of retired generals and accessed by 
news agency The Associated Press, would give 
Palestinians in the northern third of the Gaza Strip, 
including Gaza City, a week to evacuate before 
declaring the area a closed military zone.

Those who remain would be conidered combatants, 
subject to military regulations that allow troops to 
kill them, and would be denied essential supplies 
such as food, water, medicine, and fuelDubbed 
the 'Generals’ Plan', this strategy is designed to 
dismantle Hamas leadership and break the armed 
group’s grip on northern Gaza by creating 
unbearable conditions for the civilian population.

The plan's chief architect, Giora Eiland, a former 
head of the National Security Council, believes 
this is the only way to end the year-long war and 
pressure Hamas to release the remaining Israeli 
hostages.Since we already encircled the northern 
part of Gaza in the past nine or 10 months, what 
we should do is to tell all the 300,000 residents 
[estimated by the UN to be 400,000] who still live 
in the northern part of Gaza that they have to leave 
this area, and they should be given 10 days to 
leave through safe corridors that Israel will 
provide," Eiland told the BBC."And after that 
time, all this area will become a military zone. All 
remaining Hamas fighters or civilians will have 
two choices: either surrender or starve," he said.

Plan on the anvil?
Despite the detailed proposal, it remains unclear if 

the Israeli government will adopt the so-called 
Generals’ Plan.When asked by AP whether the 
recent evacuation orders in northern Gaza were 
part of this strategy, Israeli military spokesperson 
Lt Col Nadav Shoshani denied the connection, 
saying, "We have not received a plan like 
that."However, an official with knowledge of the 
matter told AP that some parts of the plan were 
already being implemented, though they did not 
specify which.Another Israeli official AP spoke 
to confirmed that Netanyahu had reviewed the 
plan, along with other proposals that had been 
presented during the conflict, but gave no 
i n d i c a t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  i t  h a d  b e e n  
approved.However, it appears that Israel is 
already tightening the noose around northern 
Gaza. 

fellow Republicans.Harris Washington Donald Trump pledged 
has outlined her plans to fix on Sunday to hire an extra 10,000 
"our broken immigration border patrol agents if he is re-
system" while accusing elected as president, as he 
Trump of "fanning the intensifies his attacks on Kamala 
f l a m e s  o f  f e a r  a n d  Harris on the issue of immigration.
division" over the impact The Republican presidential 
o f  i m m i g r a n t s  o n  candidate said he would meet the 
American life.Harris has goal by asking the US Congress to 
also called for tighter fund a 10 per cent pay rise for 
asylum restrictions and border patrol agents and a $10,000 
vowed to make a "top retention and signing bonus, at a hiring of 1,500 extra customs and 

priority" of stopping the deadly opioid rally in the border state of Arizona, an border patrol agents, and an additional 
fentanyl from entering the United election battleground.Flanked on stage 1,600 asylum officers.There are 
States.On Friday Trump called for the by leaders of the Border Patrol union, currently roughly 20,000 US border 
death penalty for "any migrant" who who have endorsed Trump, the former patrol officers.Harris, the Democratic 
kills a US citizen.Trump has noticeably president said: "This will ensure that presidential candidate, and President 
hardened his anti-immigration rhetoric we can hire and keep the Border Patrol Joe Biden have both blasted Trump for 
in the final weeks of the campaign. Last agents that we need."Trump is locked his role in pressuring congressional 
month he called immigrants in the US in a close race with Democratic Vice Republicans to kill the bipartisan 
illegally who commit violent crimes President Harris ahead of the border security bill, accusing him of 
"monsters," "stone-cold killers" and November 5 elect ion.  I l legal  sabotaging it for political gain.Some 7 
"vile animals."Studies generally find immigration is a top voter concern, and million migrants have been arrested 
there is no evidence immigrants Trump is seen by a majority of voters as crossing the US-Mexico border 
commit crimes at a higher rate than the person best able to address it, illegally during Biden's administration, 
native-born Americans and critics say opinion polls show.Trump helped kill a according to government data, a record 
Trump's rhetoric reinforces racist bipartisan border security bill earlier high number that has fueled criticism 
tropes.this year that would have funded the of Harris and Biden from Trump and 

Kyiv Ukraine's President Volodymyr said."When we talk about more long- included attending a meeting of more 
Zelenskyy accused North Korea on range capability for Ukraine and more than 50 of Ukraine's allies to discuss 
Sunday of sending troops to Russia's decisive supplies for our forces, it is further support for Kyiv, at which 
army and once again appealed for more not just a list of military equipment," Zelenskyy had been expected.A 
support to prevent "a bigger war". Zelenskyy said in Sunday's address."It German government source said 

is about increasing the pressure on the Sunday that Biden was now set to visit Zelenskyy's comments came days after 
aggressor, which will be stronger for this coming Friday for one day, with visiting several European capitals to 
Russia than they can withstand. And it Ukraine and the Middle East expected press his case for more military and 
is about preventing a bigger war." to be high on the agenda.Earlier financial help in the war against 

Sunday, Russia said it had captured invading Russian forces."We see an Zelenskyy completed a whirlwind tour 
another east Ukrainian village as it increasing alliance between Russia of European capitals last week 
closes on the important city of and regimes like in North Korea," including Berlin, London, Paris and 
Pokrovsk, where its forces have been Zelenskyy said in his evening Rome to ask for sustained military aid 
advancing for weeks.address."It is no longer just about as Russia's invasion of Ukraine grinds 

transferring weapons. It is actually on through its third year.Biden Russian troops have moved westward in 
about the transfer of people from North expected in EuropeThose trips were the Donetsk region for months, with 
Korea to the occupier's military forces. organised at the last minute after US Kyiv saying this weekend that the 

President Joe Biden postponed a trip to s i t u a t i o n  w a s  " v e r y  "Obviously, in such circumstances, our 
Germany originally due last week, to difficult"Moscow's defence ministry relations with our partners need to be 
oversee preparations to deal with said its forces had now taken developed.
Hurricane Milton as it approached Mykhailivka, at the gates of the town  The frontline needs more support," he 
Florida.Biden's visit was to have of Selydove, and south of Pokrovsk.

she said. “And that's the pain of it all, Thursday and broadcast Sunday.Before praised the first responders, some of Greenville Kamala Harris used an 
which is the idea that those who are in Harris spoke in church, Biden was whom had come from Canada.appearance Sunday before a largely 
need have somehow been convinced that surveying hurricane damage on a Black church audience in battleground "It's in moments like this we come together 
the forces are working against them in a helicopter flight between Tampa and St. North Carolina to call out Donald Trump to take care of each other, not as 
way that they would not seek aid.”Harris Pete Beach on the Gulf Coast. From the for spreading misinformation about the Democrats or Republicans, but as 
said they are trying “to gain some air, he saw the torn-up roof of Tropicana government's hurricane response. Americans," Biden said after he was 
advantage for themselves, to play President Joe Biden visited Florida for briefed by federal, state and local 
politics with other people's heart break, the second time this month to survey officials, and met some residents 
and it is unconscionable,” she said. storm damage.Harris, the Democratic and responders. “We are one 
“Now is not a time to incite fear. It is not presidential nominee, did not speak United States, one United 
right to make people feel alone.”“That Trump's name, but he is most prominent States.”Harris opened her second 
is not what leaders, as we know, do in among those promoting false claims day in North Carolina by speaking 
crisis,” she saidTrump made a series of about the Biden administration's at the Christian center in 
false claims after Helene struck in late response to Hurricanes Milton and Greenville, part of her campaign's 
September, including saying that Helene. Florida was in the path of both “Souls to the Polls” effort to help 
Washington was in tent ional ly  storms, with Helene also hitting North turn out Black churchgoers before 
withholding aid from Republicans in Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, the November 5 election.
need across the Southeast. The former while Milton headed for the open The vice president later spoke to 
president falsely claimed the Federal Atlantic.“Yet, church, there are some roughly 7,000 supporters at a 
Emergency Management Agency had who are not acting in the spirit of Sunday afternoon rally at East 
run out of money to help them because community, and I am speaking of these Carolina University's arena, suggesting Field, home of the Tampa Bay Rays 
it was spent on programs to help who have been literally not telling the that Trump's team has stopped him from baseball team. On the ground, the 
immigrants who are in the United States truth, lying about people who are releasing medical records or debating her president saw waterlogged household 
illegally.He pressed that argument on Fox working hard to help the folks in need, again because they might be “afraid that furnishings piled up outside flooded 
News' “Sunday Morning Futures,” spreading disinformation when the truth people will see that he is too weak and homes. Some houses had collapsed.The 
saying the White House response was and facts are required,” Harris said. u n s t a b l e . ” T h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  president said he was thankful that Milton 
“absolutely terrible” and repeating the “The problem with this, beyond the appearances mark the start of a week that was not as bad as officials had anticipated, 
claim about FEMA's dollars. “It came out obvious, is it's making it harder, then, to will find Harris working to shore up but that it still was a “cataclysmic” event 
from there and everybody knew it,” get people life-saving information if support among Black voters, a key for many people, including those who 
Trump said in an interview that was taped they're led to believe they cannot trust,” constituency for the Democratic Party.lost irreplaceable personal items. He also 

�While campaigning for 

Democratic presidential 

candidate Kamala Harris in 

Georgia, former President Bill 

Clinton stepped into a 

McDonald's, only to find the 

employee at the counter failing 

to recognise him.

26 poorest countries in worst 
financial shape since 2006: World 
Bank

Taipei. China's military started a new round of war games 
near Taiwan on Monday, saying it was a warning to the 
"separatist acts of Taiwan independence forces", and 
offered no date for when they may conclude, drawing 
condemnation from Taipei's government.

Democratically governed Taiwan, which China views as 
its own territory, had been on alert for more war games 
since last week's national day speech by President Lai 
Ching-te, an address Beijing condemned after Lai said 
China had no right to represent Taiwan even as he 
offered to cooperate with Beijing.The Chinese 
military's Eastern Theatre Command said the "Joint 
Sword-2024B" drills were taking place in the Taiwan 
Strait and areas to the north, south and east of 
Taiwan."The drill also serves as a stern warning to the 
separatist acts of Taiwan independence forces. It is a 
legitimate and necessary operation for safeguarding 
state sovereignty and national unity," it said in a 
statement carried both in Chinese and English.

The command published a map showing nine areas 
around Taiwan where the drills were taking place - two 
on the island's east coast, three on the west coast, one to 
the north and three around Taiwan-controlled islands 
next to the Chinese coast.Chinese ships and aircraft are 
approaching Taiwan in "close proximity from different 
directions", focusing on sea-air combat-readiness 
patrols, blockading key ports and areas, assaulting 
maritime and ground targets and "joint seizure of 
comprehensive superiori ty",  the command 
said.However, it did not announce any live-fire 
exercises or any no fly areas. In 2022, shortly after then-
U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi visited Taiwan, 
China fired missiles over the island.In rare operations, 
China's coast guard circled Taiwan and staged "law 
enforcement" patrols close to Taiwan's offshore islands, 
according to Chinese state media.Taiwan's China 
policy making Mainland Affairs Council said that 
China's latest war games and refusal to renounce the use 
of force were "blatant provocations" that seriously 
undermined regional peace and stability.

Washington DC The world's 26 poorest countries, 
home to 40 per cent of the most poverty-stricken 
people, are more in debt than at any time since 2006 
and increasingly vulnerable to natural disasters and 
other shocks, a new World Bank report showed on 
Sunday.

The report finds that these economies are poorer today 
on average than they were on the eve of the Covid-19 
pandemic, even as the rest of the world has largely 
recovered from Covid and resumed its growth 
trajectory.Released a week before World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund annual meetings get 
underway in Washington, the report confirms a major 
setback to efforts to eradicate extreme poverty and 
underscores the World Bank's efforts this year to 
raise $100 billion to replenish its financing fund for 
the world's poorest countries, the International 
Development Association (IDA).The 26 poorest 
economies studied, which have annual per-capita 
incomes of less than $1,145, are increasingly reliant 
on IDA grants and near-zero interest rate loans as 
market financing has largely dried up, the World 
Bank said. Their average debt-to-GDP ratio of 72 per 
cent is at an 18-year high and half of the group are 
either in debt distress or at high risk of it.

Two thirds of the 26 poorest countries are either in 
armed conflicts or have difficulty maintaining order 
because of institutional and social fragility, which 
inhibit foreign investment, and nearly all export 
commodities, exposing them to frequent boom-and-
bust cycles, the report said."At a time when much of 
the world simply backed away from the poorest 
countries, IDA has been their lifeline," World Bank 
chief economist Indermit Gill said in a statement.

"Over the past five years, it has poured most of its 
financial resources into the 26 low-income 
economies, keeping them afloat through the historic 
setbacks they suffered."IDA normally is replenished 
every three years with contributions from World 
Bank shareholding countries. It raised a record $93 
billion in 2021 and World Bank President Ajay 
Banga is aiming to exceed that with over $100 billion 
in pledges by December 6.Natural disasters also have 
taken a greater toll on these countries over the past 
decade. Between 2011 and 2023, natural disasters 
were associated with average annual losses of 2 per 
cent of GDP, five times the average among lower-
middle-income countries, pointing up the need for 
much higher investment, the World Bank said.

China begins military drills near 
Taiwan, calls it warning to 
'separatist acts’

appeared for photos, and laughter filled 
the restaurant. One person in the 
background was heard saying, "This is 
huge, y’all!"A video of the incident was 
posted on X by Clinton's deputy chief of 
staff.Clinton’s visit to McDonald’s 
revived memories of his well-known 
fondness for the fast-food chain in his 
younger years. The Golden Arches was a 
frequent stop for him during his 
presidency.He revisited the theme during 
his speech at the Democratic National 
Convention in August, when he joked 
about Kamala Harris, who worked at the 
Golden Arches in her teens, potentially 
breaking his record for the president who 
spent the most time at McDonald’s.The 

World Former US President Bill Clinton former president’s love for McDonald’s 
surprised both staff and customers during at the counter initially failed to recognise the moment, Clinton kept his focus on the was famously parodied on ‘Saturday 
a campaign stop for Democratic him.As Clinton approached the counter, puzzled staff member. After a few Night Live’, with comedian Phil Hartman 
presidential nominee Kamala Harris in the worker stared, trying to place the moments, it clicked, and the woman portraying Clinton in a famous skit where 
Georgia, when he walked into a local familiar face. Taking the confusion in behind the counter beamed, exclaiming, he ate customers' food while cracking 
McDonald’s.Dressed casually in jeans stride, the 78-year-old Democrat "Oh my god!" before enthusiastically jokes.Clinton has since traded in burgers 
and a bomber jacket, Clinton, once the extended his hand in greeting.While other hugging the ex-president.What could and fries for a mostly vegan diet 
most powerful man in the world, faced an employees quickly realised who he was, have been an awkward encounter quickly following his quadruple-bypass surgery, 
unexpected situation when the employee some pulling out their phones to capture became heartwarming, as more phones according to The Washington Post.
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points, address infrastructure gaps and THE recent review of the Buddha Nullah 
recommend long-term solutions. This rejuvenation project underscores the urgent need to 
collaborative approach underscores that restore this vital waterway. A tributary of the Sutlej 
restoring the nullah requires strict oversight, river flowing through Ludhiana, it has long been a 
improved waste management and community significant resource for the region. However, 
involvement.rampant pollution has turned it into a toxic drain, 

The situation is critical. For the residents of threatening both public health and the environment. 
Ludhiana and surrounding areas, the The Central and state governments’ commitment of 
pollution in the nullah results in contaminated Rs 840 crore to rejuvenate the nullah is promising, 
drinking water, increased health risks and yet progress has been sluggish, with pollution 
degraded agricultural lands. Civil society and sources still unchecked. Industrial waste from 
environmental groups have advocated for Ludhiana’s dyeing units, untreated sewage and 
stronger pollution controls, immediate action solid waste have severely polluted the nullah.
at the pollution sources and public awareness One major problem is the lax enforcement of 
on waste management. The Buddha Nullah pollution control regulations. Although the Punjab 
rejuvenation project  represents an Pollution Control Board (PPCB) recently ordered 
opportunity to reverse years of environmental three common effluent treatment plants to stop points remain unchecked, adding to the degradation. A 

degradation. This lifeline must be restored to its pristine discharging into Buddha Nullah, compliance remains recent decision to form a joint task force by the Centre and 
state so it can again support the ecosystem and serve the spotty. These facilities continue to disregard the ZLD the Punjab Government is a step in the right direction. 
people sustainably.(zero liquid discharge) mandate, and over 120 pollution This team of experts is set to inspect critical pollution 

Consumer Rights: 
Not so intelligent 

chatbots

Shrinking habitat of markhor, the shy wild goat

were growing up. In the secular world that I am no historian, economist or political scientist. 
was fashioned by the State to promote However, I do have a good memory (even at 73) and 
equality and tolerance, ritual worship and can remember almost all that happened to fashion my 
cultural traditions became a casualty. I have life in these seven decades. My friends call me a 
no shame in admitting that I still say my storehouse of useless information and although they 
prayers each day, and that includes the don’t always mean that as an acknowledgement of 
Christian ones learnt in school, alongside the my powers of recall, I take it as a compliment. So, I 
Sanskrit ones we were taught as children and am currently writing a book to document all the trivia 
recited at home. Since we grew up in what that has a history of its own and that links others of 
was a home where often three generations my generation to a galaxy that is light years away 
lived under one roof, we learnt tolerance for from the globalised world that has rendered faceless, 
the eccentricities that accompanied my or useless, all those who are not connected digitally.
mother and mother-in-law’s way of life. So, The ’50s and ’60s were the foundational decades of our 
not only was our kitchen a staunchly country as we know it now. Moreover, for those like 
vegetarian one, but as long as my mother-in-me, who were born then, it went along with a way of 
law controlled it, onions and garlic were a life and an upbringing that left a deep imprint on each 
no-no. However, as our boys grew up in one of us. Everything that is still good in this country 
Chandigarh and often ate with their Punjabi dates to that time, but all that eventually derailed the 
and non-Brahmin Hindu friends, they began innocent promises of that age can also be traced back 
to ask her why it was forbidden to get meat or to those decades. My birth in 1951 was the year when 
chicken cooked in our home. My father-in-India had just been given its Constitution. So, I like to 
law (a wonderfully liberal and fair man) then believe that the values that it was founded on were 
stepped in as the magisterial voice on such also the same that were instilled in us as my 
occasions. He told my mum-in-law firmly generation grew up. Today, when I look around, I find 
that she had run her own home according to that all those who stand up for those moral values 

British rather than Indian history, prayed in chapels As I remember that time now, our day began with the her prejudices but now that she lived with her son and belong to that age group. You will find them in each 
and abided by the rules of a Christian way of life. At prayers my mother recited as she did her morning daughter-in-law, she had no right to impose those public demonstration against the erosion of human 
home, our lives were different: we spoke in our own rituals, then walked to school and stood still at noon taboos. ‘You are one against six,’ he reminded her. rights, the division of this country on the basis of 
tongues, had pet names such as Chhotu and Motu that as the chapel bell rang for the Angelus and ‘Always remember that there is a difference between caste and creed, the centralisation of power and the 
we hid from our school friends. Our mothers had a Benediction. And when we went out to play after the Queen and the Queen Mother.’Give and take snuffing of weak voices.
strong belief in religion and taught us prayers such as school and homework was done, my mother told us to comes naturally to those of us who grew up in large This is, of course, a romantic view and peculiar to a 
the Durga Saptashati and the Shiv Pancharatnam return home before the evening azaan floated from clans. Alas, with the rise of the modern nuclear certain section of the upper middle class, who had a 
sloka, while at school we started the day with the the local mosque. Whether we believed in other family living in gated communities, we are in danger long history of a liberal education behind them but 
Lord’s Prayer, said Hail Marys and prayed to St Jude, religions or not, we were made aware from an early of becoming uncaring of others and self-centred in a who lived modest lives. In the small towns of Uttar 
hope of the hopeless. At home, St Jude was replaced age that this country belonged to people of different way that is alarming. Looking out for the needy, the Pradesh, this meant that we were products of a mix of 
by the Hanuman Chalisa. That is probably how we faiths and that no religion was superior to another. disadvantaged and those less fortunate may be our Hindi medium and English medium education. We 
grew up, firmly anchored in our secular world. This background was already receding even when we State policy, but I see little of it in urban homes now.went to posh missionary schools that still taught us 

Save Buddha Nullah

I have yet to come across consumers who do not 
have a complaint about chatbots that are being 
increasingly deployed by e-commerce sites to 
deal with customer queries and complaints.

Initially, compared to the highly frustrating 
experience of going through complex and 
lengthy Interactive Voice Response (IVR) 
menus to speak to a customer care executive, 
artificial intelligence (AI)-assisted automated 
chats seemed like a welcome change, given their 
quick and easy accessibility. However, poorly 
designed and executed chatbots that fail to 
answer queries or resolve complaints have left 
consumers totally disappointed and angry.First 
and foremost, most of these chatbots are not 
programmed to deal with a wide range of 
problems that consumers encounter in their 
transactions on e-commerce sites. Yet, 
businesses force consumers to go through that 
frustrating experience, before connecting them 
to a human being, thereby wasting the time of 
consumers.Under the Consumer Protection (E-
Commerce) Rules, every e-commerce entity 
must display prominently the email address, 
landline and mobile numbers of customer care as 
well as grievance officers. But many are 
violating this mandate with impunity.

In a case where a wrong product was delivered to a 
customer, the only answer she could get from the 
chatbot was that it was a ‘non-returnable item’. 
That may be so, but she had not got what she had 
ordered and there was no way of communicating 
this on the chat. It was only after wasting 
considerable time that she got a phone call from 
a consumer care executive. She later learnt that 
the phone number from which she got a call was 
programmed to only make calls and not receive 
calls. The e-commerce entity practically barred 
consumers from calling them!In another case 
where the chatbot provided by a bank could not 
answer her query, the consumer asked for the 
helpline number on which she could speak to an 
official. The repeated response was: “Sorry, I am 
still learning. Can you please rephrase it for me 
once again? I can help you with bank-related 
queries”!A consumer found on an online clothes 
retailer website that the default option for 
payment was through cash on delivery. Since he 
could not locate the option to pay through credit 
card, he tried the chatbot for help. It did not even 
understand his query.

Chatbots are also known to ‘hallucinate’ or give 
incorrect information. In the United States, 
where many companies are using chatbots 
endowed with advanced AI technologies, there 
have been instances of companies withdrawing 
them following highly erroneous advice or use 
of profanities. A parcel delivery firm in Britain, 
for example, disabled the AI function in its 
online chat system after a customer, frustrated by 
its poor responses, made it compose a poem on 
how bad the company’s customer service was!

In February, Air Canada was held liable for the 
incorrect information on a discount claim given 
by its chatbot to a customer. It was asked to pay 
him $812 by a civil resolution tribunal in 
Canada.

Last year, the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau in the United States issued a warning 
against advanced AI chatbots being used by 
banks and said they posed the risk of providing 
inaccurate financial information, besides 
affecting customer privacy and data protection.

In the absence of proper encryption,  
authentication and authorisation, chatbots can 
also inject malware or ransomware into the 
users’ devices. Companies must pay more 
attention to what consumers want, give them an 
option to choose an automated or human 
interaction and not force chatbots as the primary 
customer service delivery channel. Chatbots 
may save them money, but they will also take 
away customers!

Markhor (Capra falconeri), known for its spiralled 
horns, quietly roams the rugged mountains in the 
landscapes of Jammu and Kashmir. Known for its 
grace and strength, the markhor is more than just a 
wild goat — it’s a symbol of the region’s natural 
beauty, biodiversity and heritage. According to the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN), markhors are found in Afghanistan, India, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, between 
the altitudes of 600m and 3600m. However, due to 
habitat loss, illegal hunting and climate change, the 
markhor was classified earlier as ‘Endangered’ and 
later, in 2015, as ‘Near Threatened’ by the IUCN.

The future of markhor isn’t just about conservation — 
it’s also about the people who live alongside it, the 
pastoralist communities whose lives are intertwined 
with these mountains and valleys.For centuries, the 
pastoralist communities, the traditional herders of 
this region, have shared the landscape with the 
markhor. Moving seasonally with their livestock, 
these pastoralists knew the land, the wildlife and the 
rhythms of nature. The markhor found refuge in the 
high altitudes of the Pir Panjal range, in areas like 

herding practices and community-tourism The markhor competes with livestock for grazing 
Hirpora, Tattakutti, Tosamaidan and Kazinag 

initiatives, they gain new income opportunities and land, and although poaching has decreased, it’s still 
National Park. The relationship between these 

incentives to protect the land and the wildlife. It’s a threat, especially in the remote areas where law 
communities and the wild was one of coexistence — 

not just about saving the markhor — it’s about enforcement is weak.In a region long troubled by 
each respecting the other’s space.

empowering communities to preserve their political instability, conservation often takes a 
But times have changed. Roads have been cut through heritage.” His words resonate with local leaders like backseat. Resources that could be used to protect 

the mountains, high-tension power lines pass Samir Khazir, a sociologist with WTI, who wildlife are diverted elsewhere, leaving both the 
through the wildlife sanctuaries and due to the emphasises the role of the community: markhor and the communities that rely on the land 
armed conflict in the region, the markhor’s habitat is “Conservation isn’t just about the animal — it’s vulnerable.Dr Sajjad Shafi, the newly elected MLA 
shrinking. The population of the markhor has also about the people who live here, who understand the from Uri, understands the delicate balance. “Uri’s 
been significantly impacted by poaching for their land in ways outsiders can’t.” biodiversity is fragile,” he says, “and my focus will 
prized horns.Various conservation efforts are in be on conserving wildlife like the markhor and Yet, challenges remain. The installation of concrete 
place like the Markhor Recovery programmes run ensuring peaceful coexistence between people and fences, barbed wire and landmines blocks the 
by the J&K Government, beside initiatives from nature.”natural movement of wildlife, putting animals like 
organisations like the Wildlife Trust of India (WTI), 

the markhor at risk. The NHPC high-tension power There’s hope for both the markhor and local 
WWF India, and the School for Rural Development 

lines through markhor habitats only add to the communities through climate change mitigation and 
and Environment (SRDE).While legal protection 

disruption, not just fragmenting the landscape but adapta t ion  s t ra tegies .  Wildl i fe- f r iendly  
and conservation efforts have helped stabilise 

also introducing noise and pollution, further infrastructure — designed with corridors for 
numbers, poaching and habitat destruction still pose 

disturbing these already shy animals.Climate animals — can ease pressure on the markhor’s 
a significant threat. Conservative estimates put the 

change threatens the markhor by pushing them to habitat by allowing them to move freely and safely. 
population of the markhor at around 350. Yet, the 

higher altitudes where food is scarce. The herding Sustainable livestock practices, like rotational 
pastoralists who know these mountains believe the 

communities, too, feel the pressure. With grazing and creating new pastures, would reduce the 
numbers are higher, possibly over 500.

development projects shrinking their pastures, they competition between the herders and wildlife. These 
Says Shamim Ahmed, conservation officer at SRDE, are forced higher into the mountains, into the efforts will not only protect the markhor, but also 

“Pastoralists play a crucial role in conservation. markhor’s territory. As the line between human and support local livelihoods, ensuring that both wildlife 
Through awareness of wildlife laws, sustainable wildlife space blurs, so do the chances of conflict. and the communities can thrive together.

Markhor (Capra falconeri), known for its spiralled horns, quietly roams the rugged mountains in the landscapes of Jammu and 

Kashmir. Known for its grace and strength, the markhor is more than just a wild goat — it’s a symbol of...

Turn rejuvenation plans into reality

Editorial

If only we could learn to listen to the voices that hesitate to speak loudly, what a great country we could be
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Ola only provided a coupon 
code which could be used 
for the next ride without 
providing a clear choice to 
the consumer to opt 
between a bank account 
refund or a coupon.

implemented several changes, 
including displaying contact details 
of grievance and nodal officers on its 
websi te ,  c lear ly  ment ioning 
cancellation policies and fees at the 
time of booking, adding more 
options for ride cancellation reasons, 
and publicizing fare component 
breakdowns.The other changes 
implemented were showing address 
of both pickup and drop locations to 
drivers and revised payment cycles 
for drivers for swift payment.The 
CCPA said that as per information on 
the National Consumer Helpline, 
2,061 complaints have been 
registered against Ola from January 

NEW DELHI: The Central Consumer to October 2024, with top issues could be used for the next ride without 
Protection Authority (CCPA) has including overcharging, refund delays providing a clear choice to the 
directed Ola to implement consumer- and driver-related problems.consumer to opt between a bank 
friendly changes, including offering account refund or a coupon. “Through its regulatory intervention, the 
refund options and providing receipts CCPA has been steadfast in ensuring “It was observed that this violates 
for auto rides.On Sunday, the regulator that Ola adheres to the legal framework consumer rights and the no-question-
said it observed that whenever established to secure the rights of asked refund policy cannot mean that 
consumer raised any grievance on the consumers,” the regulator said.The the company incentivises people to 
Ola app, as part of its no-question- move comes as the CCPA increases simply use this facility for taking 
asked refund policy, scrutiny of digital platforms to protect another ride,”it added. Following the 

Ola only provided a coupon code which consumer interests.CCPA’s intervention,  Ola has 

RBI Governor Asks Banks to Strengthen 
Liquidity Buffer, Stay Alert on Social Media

Ola cabs directed to offer 

refund choices to users

wealth.“There are numerous instances clearly defined in the Trust Deed, the NEW DELHI. Divi Dutta, a partner with 
of successful businessmen setting up governance of Trust becomes difficult. Khaitan & Co, remembers a case where 
family trust to secure their future. For Also, forming a trust is an expensive her client found himself amidst litigations 
instance, the Fisher Family Trust, Zydus process, so all costs related to it should be that threatened his financial stability.
Family Trust.These instances teach us understood in depth beforehand. Even The client’s wife was involved in a lawsuit 
that the right time for estate planning is the different tax implications that the concerning the enforcement of a personal 
‘now’,” Shah says. With the growing Trust could be subject to should be guarantee, his daughter was in the middle 
number of start-ups, estate planning has known beforehand, cautions Dutta.of divorce proceedings, and his son, who 
become quite popular among young got separated from his wife, was also Common misconceptions
entrepreneurs.According to Amit anticipating divorce proceedings.The As per Shah of IndusLaw, estate and 
Pathak,  Managing Director  a t  client wanted to protect his assets from succession planning are often seen as 
Warmond, “Risks and rewards in start-these litigations and ensure a succession taking away self-control and giving 

Dutta. Lokesh Shah of IndusLaw also ups are quite high and therefore, plan for his children and grandchildren. control to future generations. However, 
echoed the same.promoters are concerned about putting all She resolved his problem by designing a one of the prominent reasons to undertake 

“Proof of medical fitness of the testator their eggs in one basket.Many amongst trust.“Setting up a trust early on helps estate planning is to have the freedom to 
should always be there when the testator them have set up private trusts to mitigate ring-fence assets from legal risks like do as you wish and to give legal authority 
is aged and writing the will. This would this risk and safeguard their personal divorce or litigation, while still allowing to your preferences, which the intestate 
show that the testator was medically fit w e a l t h  f r o m  f u t u r e  b u s i n e s s  control during one’s lifetime.It also rules may not provide for.Pathak of 
and of sound mind when he was drafting uncertainties.”ensures a smooth transition of wealth to Warmond emphasises, “A private trust 
the will,” Dutta added.She also stressed future generations, protecting both Mistakes in succession plan can be structured in a way that the settlor 
that formation of Trust is a complex and family stability and business legacy,” People generally make the will and forget or entrepreneur retains control over the 
comprehensive process. One must says Dutta.As per Lokesh Shah, Partner about it. In situations where a person may assets during their lifetime.Another 
a l w a y s  c o n s u l t  e x p e r i e n c e d  with IndusLaw, it is essential that one have acquired properties after the misconception that some individuals 
professionals. If the purpose of the Trust, grows his wealth while at the same time creation of the will, if the will is not have is that private trusts should only be 
appointment of trustee, revocation of has a backup mechanism in the form of updated the inheritance of such assets created by the elderly, which is also 
trustee, roles of trustee, etc. are not estate planning to preserve his may become challenging, says Divi incorrect. 

How estate planning plays 
crucial role in preserving wealth

Hyundai IPO to Open Tomorrow: Should You Apply 
Check Recommendations, Price, Lot Size

NEW DELHI. multiples of 7 equity shares thereafter. (net asset value) of Rs 149.52 as of June PV (passenger vehicle) theme along with Hyundai Motor India Ltd  
30, 2024, as well as post-IPO equity the likes of Maruti Suzuki. The company Hyundai Motor India IPO GMP TodayMIL), the Indian arm of South Korean 
capital since this is a secondary issue.”If has about 15 per cent market share on the automaker Hyundai, is set to launch its According to market observers, unlisted 
one attributes FY25 annualised super back of 68 15 per cent share coming from shares of Hyundai Motor India Ltd are initial public offering (IPO) for public 
earnings to its post-IPO fully diluted the SUVs, while more than 20 per cent trading Rs 65 higher in the grey market subscription on Tuesday, October 15. The 
paidup equity capital, then the asking share coming from exports. Its revenues than its issue price. The Rs 65 grey Rs 27,870.2-crore IPO, which is a 
price is at a price-to-earning (P/E) of are growing along with the industry in market premium or GMP means the grey complete offer-for-sale (OFS) where the 
26.73, and based on FY24 earnings, the India and have strong return ratios as market is expecting a 3.32 per cent listing company’s South Korean parent will be 
P/E stands at 26.28, it said. well. Its EBITDA margins at 13.8 per gain from the public issue. The GMP is diluting some of the stake, will be closed 

cent in Q1 FY25 are best among the “The issue relatively appears fully priced, based on market sentiments and keeps on October 17. Should you apply? Here’s 
industry. The current capacity utilisation but the company is poised for bright changing.‘Grey market premium’ 

everything you need to know:Though the of HMI’s plants is nearly 100 per cent, prospects post completion of its ongoing indicates investors’ readiness to pay more 
IPO will remain opened for public due to which in near future the company expansions,” said Bajaj Broking.than the issue price.
between October 15 and October 17, may not be able to cater to the demand,” Hyundai Motor India reported profit after Hyundai Motor India IPO: Analysts’ 
anchor investors can submit bids on LKP stated.However, since the PV tax (PAT) margins of 6.05 per cent Recommendations
October 14. The share allotment will take industry is slightly in a slow lane (FY22), 7.67 per cent (FY23), 8.50% This IPO marks a significant milestone for 
place on October 18, while Hyundai currently, this may augur well for the (FY24), 8.48% (Q1-FY25), and RoCE the Indian auto industry, as it is the first 
Motor India’s shares will be listed on company, as HMI is expanding its (return of capital employed) margins of automaker’s initial share sale in over two 
BSE and NSE on October 22.It is India’s capacity by 30 per cent in the next 2 to 3 20.37 per cent, 28.75 per cent, 62.90 per decades, following Japanese automaker 
biggest IPO comfortably surpassing years. With new model launches (4 in cent, 13.69 per cent for the referred Maruti Suzuki’s listing in 2003. Most 

mid-term, including the new Creta EV), LIC’s Rs 21,000-crore IPO, which was periods, respectively.Another brokerage brokerages have given a ‘buy’ ratings to 
HMI should give a strong fight to its Master Capital Services in its IPO note until now the biggest IPO in the country’s the IPO.Giving a ‘Buy’ recommendation, 
rivals. At the upper end of the price band, said, “Hyundai’s IPO offers potential history. Bajaj Broking in its IPO note said, “For 
on FY 24 earnings, the stock should trade value growth by expanding investment the last three fiscals, the company has Hyundai Motor India IPO: Price Band and 
at 26x times which is a fair value as prospects in the underdeveloped Indian reported an average EPS (earning per Lot SizeThe price band of the much-
compared to its closest peer Maruti auto market.”Another brokerage LKP share) of Rs 62.56, and an average awaited IPO has been fixed in the range 
Suzuki  (29x FY 24 earnings) .  Securit ies also recommended a RoNW (return on net worth) of 39.11 per of Rs 1,865 to Rs 1,960 per share.
“Therefore, on all favourable parameters, ‘subscribe for long term’.“We believe it cent. The issue is priced at a P/BV (price-Investors can bid for the IPO for a 
we assign a SUBSCRIBE rating on the (Hyundai Motor India IPO) is the second to-book value) of 13.11 based on its NAV minimum of 7 equity shares and in 
stock. best player to play as a proxy to the Indian 

HDFC Bank shares jumped over 2% in early trade 
as the country’s largest private lender prepares 
to announce its Q2 results on October 16. The 
stock was trading 2.11% higher at Rs 1,685 on 
the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE), 
contributing significantly to the early gains on 
Dalal Street. Investors are showing increased 
interest in HDFC Bank shares, anticipating a 
positive performance in the upcoming quarterly 
results.Brokerage firm Arihant Capital, which 
maintains a buy rating on the stock, noted that it 
has been trading sideways after a six-day losing 
streak. The firm predicts a "pullback rally" and 
highlighted that the momentum indicator (RSI) 
is showing positive signs, suggesting further 
u p w a r d  m o v e m e n t . A r i h a n t  C a p i t a l  
recommended buying the stock at the current 
level with a stop loss of Rs 1,600 and a target 
range of Rs 1,751-1,800 in the next few 
weeks.Earlier in October, HDFC Bank shared 

its Q2 business update, revealing that its deposit 
growth had outpaced its loan growth. Gross 
advances rose by 1.3% to Rs 25.19 lakh crore in 
the quarter ending September, following a slight 
decline in the previous quarter. Retail loans 
increased by Rs 33,800 crore, while commercial 
and rural banking loans grew by Rs 38,000 
crore.Deposits, on the other hand, grew by 5.1% 
quarter-on-quarter to Rs 25 lakh crore, reversing 
the flat growth seen earlier this year. The bank 
also reported a 2.3% increase in its low-cost 
CASA deposits.After its merger with HDFC in 
July 2023, the bank inherited more loans than 
deposits, causing its loan-to-deposit ratio 
(LDR) to spike to 110%. This liquidity 
challenge led the bank to focus on increasing 
deposits faster than loan disbursement.

To manage liquidity, HDFC Bank also securitised 
Rs 19,200 crore in loans during the second 
quarter, bringing its total securitisation for the 
year to Rs 24,600 crore.

Hindustan Aeronautics Joins 
'Maharatna' League, 
Becomes India's 14th PSU to 
Get Top Status

HDFC Bank shares rise 
2% ahead of  Q2 

results. What should 
investors doNEW DELHI. Pound can be explored through RBI Governor 

bilateral  or multi lateral  Shaktikanta Das on Friday asked 
arrangements.banks to strengthen their liquidity 

buffer to handle any unfavourable Das also said divergence of 
monetary policies across the situation and stay alert in social 
world is leading to volatility in media space. He also said the 
capital flows and exchange feasibility of expanding RTGS 
rates. Today’s global economy (real-time gross settlement) to 
is more integrated than ever settle transactions in major trade 
before.The RBI Governor also currencies such as the dollar and 
raised concerns over misuse of euro can be explored.He also said 
Artificial Intelligence in the the Central Bank Digital Currency 
banking space saying it could 

has the potential to facilitate lead to more cyber attacks and 
efficient cross-border payments.In data breaches.
his keynote address at the “Banks and other financial 
conference on ‘Central Banking at institutions must put in place 
C r o s s r o a d s ’ ,  D a s  s a i d ,  scope to significantly reduce the cost adequate risk mitigation measures 
“Remittances are the starting point for and time for such remittances.”He against all these risks. In the ultimate 
many emerging and developing added that the feasibility of expanding analysis, banks have to ride on the 
economies, including India, to explore real-time gross settlement (RTGS) to advantages of AI and Bigtech and not 
cross-border peer-to-peer (P2P) settle transactions in major trade allow the latter to ride on them,” he 
payments. We believe there is immense said.currencies such as dollar. Euro and 

FPIs Take Out Rs 58,711 
Crore From Equities In 
October On Geopolitical 
Crisis, Strong Chinese Stocks

NEW DELHI.  Foreign investors turned net sellers in 
October, withdrawing shares worth Rs 58,711 crore in 
the month so far owing to the escalating conflict 
between Israel and Iran, a sharp rise in crude oil prices, 
and the strong performance of the Chinese market.

The outflow came following a nine-month high 
investment of Rs 57,724 crore in September.Since June, 
Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) have consistently 
bought equities, after withdrawing Rs 34,252 crore in 
April-May. Overall, FPIs have been net buyers in 2024, 
except for January, April, and May, data with the 
depositories showed.

Looking ahead, global factors such as geopolitical 
developments and the future direction of interest rates 
will play a crucial role in determining the flow of 
foreign investments into the Indian equity markets, 
Himanshu Srivastava, Associate Director, Manager 
Research, Morningstar Investment Research India, 
said.According to the data, FPIs made a net withdrawal 
of Rs 58,711 crore from equities between October 1 and 
11.“Escalating conflicts, particularly in the Middle East 
between Israel and Iran, have increased market 
uncertainty, leading to risk aversion among global 
investors. FPIs have become cautious and pulling out 
money from emerging markets,” Vinit Bolinjkar, Head 
of research at Ventura Securities, said.

The geopolitical crisis has also led to a sharp rise in Brent 
crude oil prices from USD 69 per barrel on Sep 10 to 
USD 79 per barrel on Oct 10, which poses inflationary 
risks and increases the fiscal burden for India, he added.

V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit 
Financial Services, believes that FPIs have been 
following a strategy of ’Sell India, Buy China’ after the 
Chinese authorities announced monetary and fiscal 
measures to stimulate the slowing Chinese economy. 
FPI money has been moving to Chinese stocks, which 
are cheap even now.Together, these developments have 
created a temporary barrier in Indian equities, reflected 
in FPI outflow in both debt and equity segments.It is 
anticipated these trends will stabilise around the time of 
the US polls, Pankaj Singh, smallcase Manager and 
Founder & Principal Researcher at Smartwealth.ai, 
said.In the debt markets, FPIs pulled out Rs 1,635 crore 
through the General Limit and invested Rs 952 crore via 
Voluntary Retention Route (VRR) during the period 
under review.

New Delhi Benchmark stock market indices opened on a 
strong note on Monday as stocks such as Wipro and 
HDFC Bank registered decent gains.The S&P BSE 
Sensex was up 409.75 points to 81,791.11 at 10:20 am, 
while the NSE Nifty50 rose 126.45 points to trade at 
25,090.70.Most of the other broader market indices 
also gained during early trade, backed by positive 
investor sentiments.The top five gainers on the Nifty50 
were Coal India, L&T, Wipro, Shriram Finance and 
HDFC Bank.On the other hand, the top losers were 
Maruti, Ultratech Cement, Cipla, Bajaj Finance and 
Bajaj Finserv.Among other individual stocks, DMart 
shares dipped 9% after it received multiple downgrades 
from brokerage f i rms after  report ing Q2 

earnings.Investors are likely to keep a close eye on 
inflation data due later in the day and Q2 results of 
Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) and HCLTech.

Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit 
Financial Services, said, “IT and banking stocks are 
likely to remain resilient on the back of expected good 
Q2 numbers. However, there is only limited scope for 
the market to move up sharply from here.”“FY25 
earnings expectations have been downgraded by most 
analysts. The uncertainty surrounding the US 
presidential elections next month also is likely to weigh 
on markets along with the geopolitical tensions in the 
Middle East,” he added.

NEW DELHI.  Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) 
has been granted the prestigious status of Maharatna 
Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE). The 
announcement was made on October 12 by the 
Department of Public Enterprises via a post on X, 
following approval from Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman.

This upgrade was recommended by two high-level 
committees: the Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC), 
chaired by the Finance Secretary, and the Apex 
Committee, led by the Cabinet Secretary.HAL, which 
operates under the Department of Defence Production 
(DoDP), reported a turnover of Rs 28,162 crore and a 
net profit of Rs 7,595 crore for the financial year 2023-
24.With Maharatna’s status, HAL will benefit from 
enhanced operational autonomy and greater financial 
power.The most recet company to be awarded the 
Maharatna status was Oil India, which received the 
designation in August 2023.

What Is Maharatna Status?
The Government of India classifies Central Public Sector 

Enterprises (CPSEs) into three categories—Maharatna, 
Navratna, and Miniratna—based on specific eligibility 
criteria.In India, Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) are 
categorised based on their non-financial objectives and 
are registered under Section 8 of the Companies Act, 
2013 (formerly Section 25 of the Companies Act, 
1956).

Sensex jumps 500 points, 
Nifty above 25,000; Wipro, 
HDFC Bank gain

New Delhi, Tuesday, 15 October 2024 THE SIKH TIMES
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Former Australia spinner Brad 
Hogg shunned comparisons 
between Babar Azam and Virat 
Kohli after the former was 
dropped from the Pakistan Test 
side. Hogg said that dropping 
Babar was the right call from 
Pakistan.

NEWS BOX

New Delhi. Australia's Cameron Green will "No further details on the nature of the 
be out of the upcoming Border Gavaskar "unique defect" were provided," read the 
Trophy and will be sidelined for a period of statement from Cricket.com.au.
6 months as the all-rounder decided to take After a week of evaluations and consultations, 
up the option of undergoing surgery after Green faced the decision to undergo the 
scans found a 'unique issue' that was same type of surgery that had revitalised the 
worsening his back injury. Cricket Australia careers of several fast bowlers. This 
released a statement on October 14, procedure has benefited players like 
Monday, announcing that the 25-year-old Australian pacers James Pattinson, Jason 
will not be part of the upcoming 5-match Behrendorff, and Ben Dwarshuis, as well as 
Test series against India.Green had reported India's Jasprit Bumrah.
lower back pain during Australia's tour of Knock-on effects of Green's withdrawal 
the UK and subsequent scans revealed a from BGT
stress fracture. The surgery and the 

The knock-on effects because of Green's 
subsequent recovery period also means that 

withdrawal would be significant. The all-
Green will miss the Test tour of Sri Lanka in 

rounder came in the No.4 spot for the 
February and the ICC Champions Trophy. 

Aussies in Tests and this allowed Steve fracture."While stress fractures are not Additionally, his participation in the next 
Smith to open the batting alongside Usman uncommon in fast bowlers, a statement from Indian Premier League season is now 
Khawaja. Green's overs with the ball had Cricket Australia said Green had a 'unique uncertain."Green reported lower back pain 
also come in handy for the reigning WTC defect in an adjacent area to the fracture that during September's tour of the UK, with 
champions.is believed to be contributing to the injury'."subsequent scans revealing a stress 

stronger than ever, Inshallah!" said Hasan.
Why was Babar, Shaheen and Naseem axed?
Aaqib Javed disclosed that the decisions were 

based on the players' current form, the need 
to rebound in the series, and their 
challenging international schedule. He also 
emphas ised  tha t  the  break  f rom 
international cricket will give the players 
time to recover their fitness, confidence, and 
composure. Javed assured that the PCB will 
provide full support to help them make a 
strong comeback.“We are confident that this 
break from international cricket will help 
these players regain their fitness, New Delhi. Hasan Ali has backed Babar 
confidence and composure, ensuring they Azam, Shaheen Shah Afridi and Naseem 
return in top shape for future challenges. for just 30 and 5 in his two innings, Shah after the star trio was axed from the 
They remain some of our finest talents with continuing his poor run of form. Shaheen Pakistan squad for the remainder of the 
much more to contribute to Pakistan cricket. and Naseem conceded 120 and 157 runs England series on Sunday, October 13. 
We are fully committed to supporting them during the first Test against England.Babar Azam has struggled for form in Test 
during this period so they can come back After the announcement was made, many have cricket since 2023, managing only 366 runs 
even stronger," said Javed.Pakistan Squad come in support of the trio, with Hasan being at a disappointing average of 20.33, with his 
for 2nd and 3rd Tests vs EnglandShan the latest. Taking to X, the pacer said that highest score being 41 against Australia at 
Masood (captain), Saud Shakeel (vice-tough times would make the comebacks the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG).He 
captain), Aamir Jamal, Abdullah Shafique, sweeter. Hasan called all three of the stars as has failed to score a half-century in his last 
Haseebullah (wicket-kepeer), Kamran his brothers and champions and claimed 18 innings, with his most recent notable 
Ghulam, Mehran Mumtaz, Mir Hamza, they would come back stronger.knock coming on December 26, 2022, when 
Mohammad Ali, Mohammad Huraira, Tough times only make comebacks sweeter! he hit 161 on Day 1 of the first Test against 
Mohammad Rizwan (wicket-keeper), My brothers, you're champions! You've done New Zealand in Karachi. In Pakistan's heavy 
Noman Ali, Saim Ayub, Sajid Khan, Salman wonders for Pakistan and will continue do defeat by an innings and 47 runs in the first 
Ali Agha and Zahid Mehmood.so. Keep believing and you'll be back Test against Multan, Babar was dismissed 

Hasan Ali backs 'brothers' Babar, Shaheen 
and Naseem after Pakistan axe

New Delhi.  Australia captain Pat Cummins 
will warm up for the Test series against India 
with a 3-match ODI series against Pakistan. 
Australia announced their 14-member squad 
for the home series against Pakistan, which is 
scheduled to be played in November, just 
b e f o r e  t h e  B o r d e r  G a v a s k a r  
Trophy.Cummins has been resting since 
Australia's T20 World Cup 2024 campaign. 
The fast bowler had a brief stint in the Major 
League Cricket this season and has been 
resting for the past two months after 
that.Australia announced their squad early 
on Monday morning, 14 October, which saw 
a good mix of youth and experience. 
Talented Jake Fraser-McGurk has been 
given another chance to solidify his position 
in the ODI team, having played only one 
match (T20I) in the England series.

Australia squad vs Pakistan
Pat Cummins (c), Sean Abbott, Cooper 

Connolly, Jake Fraser-McGurk, Aaron 
Hardie, Josh Hazlewood, Josh Inglis, 
Marnus Labuschagne, Glenn Maxwell, 
Matthew Short, Steve Smith, Mitchell Starc, 
Marcus Stoinis, Adam Zampa

Australia vs Pakistan: Fixtures
First ODI: November 4: Melbourne
Second ODI: November 8: Adelaide
Third ODI: November 10: Perth
After the ODI series against Pakistan, 

Australia will take on India in a 5-match Test 
series - the Border Gavaskar Trophy. 
Australia also announced their squad for the 
tour games against India A, which is set to 
feature fast bowlers Scott Boland and 
Michael Neser, alongside young batting 
prodigy Sam Konstas.The BGT is set to be a 
showpiece bilateral series between the two 
sides and could be crucial in deciding who 
plays the final of the World Test 
Championship next year, Australia are the 
reigning WTC champions, having beaten 
India in the final back in 2023.

Virat KohliEven Pakistan batter in the world, while during Babar's 
Fakhar Zaman took to Twitter to lows, Pakistan are the second-worst. 
state that India never dropped Hogg believed that tough calls 
Kohli when he was going through needed to be taken in difficult 
a rough patch between 2020-2023. times.Comparing bad form between 
Fakhar called Babar as one of the Babar Azam & Kohli after rumours 
best batters that Pakistan had ever the Pakistan legend will be dropped 
produced and said that dropping for the 2nd test v England is 
the player would send a negative baseless. India: 2nd best win % 
message to the team."It’s  during Kohli's draught. Pakistan: 
concerning to hear suggestions 2nd worst win % through Babar's. 
about dropping Babar Azam. India Hard decisions need to be made!" 
didn’t bench Virat Kohli during Hogg said.Babar Azam has been in a 
his rough stretch between 2020 terrible patch of form, not only in 
and 2023, when he averaged Tests but in ODIs and T20Is as well. 
19 .33 ,  28 .21 ,  and  26 .50 ,  Babar has not been able to score a than  undermin ing  them,"  Fakhar  
respectively. fifty in his last 18 innings in Test cricket and New Delhi. One should not compare Babar said.However, former Australia spinner 

was woeful in the T20 World Cup 2024 as If we are considering sidelining our premier Azam's off form to Virat Kohli's, said former Brad Hogg had a completely different take 
well.In the previous match against England, batsman, arguably the best Pakistan has ever Australia spinner Brad Hogg. The spinner's on the matter and said that Babar and Virat's 
Babar got out after being challenged on both produced, it could send a deeply negative comments come after Babar Azam fans lows should not be compared as Pakistan 
his outside and inside edge and was not able message across the team. There is still time flocked to social media after batter got cricket team's results are starkly different to 
to score big runs on an absolutely flat pitch in to avoid pressing the panic button; we should dropped from the Test team and argued Indian teams.Hogg pointed out that during 
Multan.focus on safeguarding our key players rather against the moving using the example of Virat's lows, India were the second best team 

New Delhi.  

take place in Multan and Rawalpindi.
As per the PCB release, “Taking into 

consideration the current form and 
fitness of key players and looking ahead 
to Pakistan’s future assignments in the 
2024-25 international cricket season, the 
selectors have decided to give rest to 
Babar Azam, Naseem Shah, Sarfaraz 
Ahmed, and Shaheen Shah Afridi. Abrar 
Ahmed (who is recovering from dengue 
fever) was unavailable for selection.”

The four players have been replaced by 
Haseebullah, Mehran Mumtaz, Kamran 
Ghulam (all uncapped), fast bowler Former England skipper Michael 
Mohammad Ali, and off-spinner Sajid Vaughan, who has now donned the hat of an 
Khan. Noman Ali and Zahid Mehmood, expert, took to X (formerly Twitter) on 
who were initially part of the original Sunday (October 13) to blast Pakistan 
first Test squad but were subsequently Cricket Board (PCB) after it dropped Babar 
released, have also been included in the Azam for the last two Tests of the ongoing 
16-player squad.”three-match series against England. Babar, 

Pakistan’s squad for the last two Tests who has failed to score a fifty in his last 18 
against England: Shan Masood (C), Test innings for Pakistan, got out after 
Saud Shakeel (VC), Aamir Jamal, making 30 and 5 runs in the first Test against 
Abdullah Shafique, Haseebullah (WK), list. According to him, it’s a stupid decision absolutely stupid decision.. unless he has England, which Pakistan lost by an innings 

Kamran Ghulam, Mehran Mumtaz, Mir to drop Babar.“So Pakistan haven’t won in a asked  for  a  b reak  ! ! !”  Vaughan  and 47 runs last week in Multan.
Hamza, Mohammad Ali, Mohammad Surprised by Babar’s sacking, Vaughan said while… Go 1 nil down in the series and tweeted.Apart from Babar, pacers Naseem 
Huraira, Mohammad Rizwan (WK), Noman that Pakistan cricket is full of surprises, but decide to drop the best player in Shah and Shaheen Shah Afridi and former 
Ali, Saim Ayub, Sajid Khan, Salman Ali the decision to drop the ‘best player’ when @babarazam258. I guess Pakistan cricket is captain Sarfaraz Ahmed are also ignored for 
Agha, and Zahid Mehmood.the team is 1-0 down in the series tops the full of surprises, but this tops the lot.. the last two Tests, which are scheduled to 

Babar Azam vs Virat Kohli 
comparisons are baseless: Brad Hogg

'Absolutely Stupid Decision': Michael Vaughan 
Blasts PCB For Dropping Babar Azam

IND vs AUS: Cameron Green out of  Border 
Gavaskar Trophy, sidelined for 6 months

New Delhi. England bounced back from their 
loss to Greece with a 3-1 win over Finland at 
the Helsinki Olympic Stadium on Sunday, 
thanks to goals from Jack Grealish, Trent 
Alexander-Arnold, and Declan Rice. The 
victory revived England's Nations League 
campaign after a disappointing defeat, 
leaving them second in Group B2 with nine 
points, tied with leaders Greece. Finland, on 
the other hand, remained at the bottom 
without a point.England were looking for a 
response after their loss to Greece at 
Wembley and were given the ideal start by 
Grealish. The Manchester City midfielder 
opened the scoring in the 18th minute, 
netting his fourth goal for England after 
Angel Gomes cleverly set him up with a 
sharp pass.Alexander-Arnold extended 
England’s lead in the 74th minute with a 
stunning 20-meter free-kick that curled 
over the wall into the top corner. Ten 
minutes later, Rice capped off the scoring by 
tapping in Ollie Watkins' cross after a 
surging run.Finland's only response came in 

the 87th minute when Arttu Hoskonen 
headed in from a corner, denying Dean 
Henderson a clean sheet in his first start for 
England. Despite the defensive lapse, the 
win was a relief for interim manager Lee 
Carsley, who made six changes to the lineup 
following Thursday's 2-1 loss to 
Greece.Carsley’s decision to return to a 
more traditional formation, with captain 
Harry Kane leading the attack after 
recovering from injury, paid off after his 
experimental approach against Greece had 
been widely criticized. 

Sunday's win keeps England’s hopes of 
promotion to League A alive, but they will 
likely need a victory in their upcoming 
rematch against Greece in Athens on 
November 14.Finland will be left ruing 
missed chances, particularly two from 
Fredrik Jensen—one that went wide in the 
first half and another glaring miss early in 
the second, when he shot over from close 
range. The win meant that England 
remained second in the group with 9 points 
from 4 matches with Greece leading Group 
F with 12.England will next face Greece on 
November 14 and Ireland on November 17 
in the Nations League during the next 
international break. 

UEFA Nations League: 
England return to winning 
ways with 3-1 Finland win

New Delhi.  Australia's opening conundrum 
is wide open after Steve Smith decided to 
return back to his original No.4 spot for the 
Test series against India. Australia's chief 
selector George Bailey announced the 
development on Monday, October 14, 
while announcing that Cameron Green 
would be out for six months due to his back 
surgery.

Smith, who had promoted himself to the 
opening spot after the retirement of David 
Warner will be going back to his usual spot, 
where he averages 61.51 in 111 innings. 
Bailey revealed that captain Pat Cummins 
and coach Andrew McDonald have already 
had conversations with Smith about the 
same.“Pat, Andrew (McDonald) and 
Steven Smith have been having ongoing 
discussions, separate to the untimely injury 
to Cameron, anyway and I think Steve had 
expressed a desire to move back down from 
that opening position. Pat and Andrew have 
confirmed that he will be dropping back 
down the order for the summer," George 
Bailey told the press on Monday, October 

14.Smith played 8 innings for Australia in 
the opening spot and scored a total of 171 
runs. The legendary batter was not able to 
make his mark in the spot and has now left 
Australia will very little time to select 
someone. Australia white-ball opener 
Travis Head has already confirmed that he 
has no interest in opening the batting in the 
red-ball format.Australia have named 
multiple openers for the tour games against 
India. Cameron Bancroft, Marcus Harris 
and young prodigy Sam Konstas are 
expected to be in the running for the 
opening spot in the India vs Australia Test 
series.

Australia A squad for Tour matches
Nathan McSweeney (c), Cameron Bancroft, 

Scott Boland, Jordan Buckingham, Cooper 
Connolly, Ollie Davies, Marcus Harris, 
Sam Konstas, Nathan McAndrew, Michael 
Neser, Todd Murphy, Fergus O’Neill, 
Jimmy Peirson, Josh Philippe, Corey 
Rocchiccioli, Mark Steketee and Beau 

Pat Cummins returns as 
captain as Australia 

announce ODI squad vs 
Pakistan

�Babar, Shaheen and Naseem were 

dropped for remainder of England Test 

series

�Hasan hailed all three men as champions

�Babar, Shaheen and Naseem flopped in 

Pakistan's heavy loss in 1st Test vs 

England

Steve Smith will not open 
in Test series vs India, 
confirms George Bailey

�Babar Azam scored 30 and 5 
runs for Pakistan in the first 
Test against England, which 
the hosts lost by an innings 
and 47 runs in Multan last 
week.
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