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Ready to share experience with Omar in
running ‘half-state’ like J-K: Kejriwal

Simmi Kaur Babbar
Doda, Oct 13: AAP national convener Arvind

Kejriwal, Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann and AAP MP Sanjay Singh with party
leader Mehraj Malik, who won from Doda
constituency in the recently held J&K
Assembly elections, during a public meeting
in Doda, Jammu and Kashmir, on October
13, 2024. AAP national convenor Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday congratulated National
Conference vice-president Omar Abdullah
for winning the Assembly elections and said
that he should consult him in case he faces
any problem in running a ‘half-state’ like
Jammu and Kashmir. “Omar Abdullah is
going to take over as the Chief Minister of
Jammu and Kashmir in the next few days. I
congratulate him for being the chief minis-
ter of the INDIA alliance. We will fully sup-
port him in running a successful govern-
ment and hope Jammu and Kashmir treads
the path of development under his leadership,”
Kejriwal. “Delhi is called a half-state because the
Chief Minister had limited powers. Now, they (BJP)
have also turned J&K into a half-state which means
an elected government has minimum powers,

whereas the Lieutenant Governor has more pow-
ers. I want to tell Omar that if he faces any hardship
in his work, consult me because I have run the gov-

ernment in Delhi for 10 years,” added the former
Delhi Chief Minister. Kejriwal, who has run into
troubles with the BJP-led Central Government
many times during his rule, was in Doda to thank
the people for electing his party representative
Mehraj Malik as the first member of the legislative

assembly in Jammu and Kashmir. Malik defeated
BJP’s Ganjay Singh Rana by over 4,538 votes
besides former ministers Khalid Najib Suharwardy

of the National Conference (NC) and Abdul
Majid Wani of the Democratic Progressive
Azad Party from the Doda assembly segment
to become the first member of the AAP to reg-
ister a win in Jammu and Kashmir. “The AAP
is formally supporting the Omar-led govern-
ment and I hope his government will give
Mehraj responsibility so that he can not only
work for Doda but provide his services to the
people of J&K,” said Kejriwal. The Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader said that Mehraj
had not won in the name of religion but raised
the basic issues like education, health and
roads. “AAP wants development of Doda and
Jammu and Kashmir...We are not in the race
to become MPs, MLAs, CM or prime minister
for the sake of it but we are in the long strug-
gle against the system and want to introduce

a different type of politics in the country to improve
the living standards of the people,” he said.
Thanking the people for voting Mehraj, Kejriwal
said his party’s historic win will change the situation
and the history of Jammu and Kashmir in the next
10 years. 

EC must clarify on questions raised
by Congress about EVMs: Sibal
Naresh Malhotra

New Delhi, Oct. 13:  Rajya Sabha MP Kapil
Sibal on Sunday said the Election
Commission must clarify on the ques-
tions raised by the Congress about
EVMs in the recently-concluded
Haryana Assembly polls. Sibal asserted
he is of the opinion that misuse of
EVMs does take place in the elections.
The Congress had on Friday submitted
more complaints to the Election
Commission alleging discrepancies in
the electronic voting machines during
counting of votes for the Haryana
Assembly elections. The Congress can-
didates from 20 assembly constituen-
cies, in their written complaints to the
Election Commission (EC), have
alleged that the batteries in some of the EVMs
were charged at 99 per cent during counting
on October 8. The complaints follow the
Congress' shock defeat in the assembly elec-
tions after the party failed to win a simple

majority even after 10 years of the BJP rule in
Haryana. Asked about the allegations, Sibal
said, "The questions that the Congress has

raised about EVMs, it is providing proof to the
Election Commission on it. So, I do not know
much about it but the EC must give a clarifica-
tion on it. I think misuse of EVMs does hap-
pen, to what extent it happens, I cannot say."
"From the beginning I am against this. I have

given many statements in the past. What is
opaque must not be accepted," the former
Congress leader and Independent Rajya Sabha
MP added. The Congress has said the assem-
bly polls results were "unexpected" and have
alleged discrepancies in the EVMs in some
seats. "In furtherance of the issues raised and
the representation submitted to the Election
Commission of India on 9th October, we have
now submitted an updated memo highlighting
serious and glaring irregularities in the elec-
tion process in 20 assembly constituencies in
Haryana. We hope that the Election
Commission will take notice and issue the
appropriate directives," AICC general secre-
tary, communications, Jairam Ramesh, had
said in a post on X on Friday. "We request you
to urgently take action on the enclosed com-
plaints and ensure that all the EVMs from
these constituencies are immediately sealed. It
is further requested that a detailed inquiry is
initiated on our complaints and the same is
completed in a time bound manner," the party
memorandum to the EC has said.

Baba Siddique's death shows poor law and order
situation in Maharashtra: Mallikarjun Kharge

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Oct.13: Congress presi-

dent Mallikarjun Kharge on Sunday
said the assassination of Nationalist
Congress Party leader Baba Siddique
shows the poor law and order situation
prevailing in Maharashtra. The
people will teach a lesson to the
ruling coalition government in
the state in the upcoming elec-
tion, he said. NCP leader and for-
mer Maharashtra Minister Baba
Siddique was shot by three men
in Mumbai on Saturday, follow-
ing which two of the assailants
were arrested. "It is quite visible
that there is a complete failure of
law and order in Maharashtra
because in the broad daylight it
happened," Kharge told
reporters in his hometown of
Kalaburagi. According to
Kharge, a fortnight ago Siddiqui had
shared information with the govern-
ment that there was a possibility of
attack on him. He even informed the

police commissioner expressing his
apprehension about whether he would
survive or not, the Congress chief
claimed. "Why no protection was given
to him? Why the situation reached this
stage and why the culprits could not be
caught? It means law and order has col-

lapsed there," he said. Kharge alleged
that the government is in such a situa-
tion where three parties are taking
decision and the bureaucrats are puz-
zled about whom to listen to and whom

not to. "Law and order problem has
worsened there. People will teach them
a lesson in the upcoming election," he
said. Siddique was shot dead by three
men in Mumbai's Bandra area on
Saturday, and two of the assailants have
since been arrested, officials said. The

shocking incident prompted
the Opposition to question
the law and order situation in
the state where Assembly
elections are expected to be
held next month. Siddique
(66), a former Congressman,
was admitted to the Lilavati
Hospital but succumbed to
injuries. He was attacked out-
side his MLA son Zeeshan
Siddiqui's office near Colgate
ground in Nirmal Nagar,
Bandra East, police said.
Siddique had represented

Bandra (West) seat three times in the
Assembly. A prominent Muslim leader
from Mumbai, Siddique was also
known to be close to several Bollywood
stars.

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, Oct 13: Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday
said the PM GatiShakti National
Master Plan (PMGS-NMP) has

emerged as a transformative initia-
tive aimed at revolutionising India’s
infrastructure and is driving faster
and more efficient development
across sectors. He also made a sur-
prise visit to the PM GatiShakti
Anubhuti Kendra at Bharat
Mandapam here on the third
anniversary of PMGS-NMP. The
Anubhuti Kendra showcases the
key features, achievements and
milestones of PMGS-NMP and was

launched on October 13, 2021, to
provide multi-modal connectivity
infrastructure to various economic
zones. PM GatiShakti is a transfor-
mative approach for economic

growth and sustainable devel-
opment which is driven by
seven engines—railway,
roads, ports, waterways, air-
ports, mass transport and
logistics infrastructure. In a
post on X, Modi said, “PM
GatiShakti National Master
Plan has emerged as a trans-
formative initiative aimed at
revolutionizing India’s infra-
structure. It has significantly
enhanced multimodal connec-
tivity, driving faster and more

efficient development across sec-
tors.” The seamless integration of
various stakeholders has led to
boosting logistics, reducing delays
and creating new opportunities for
several people, he said. “Thanks to
GatiShakti, India is adding speed to
fulfil our vision of a Viksit Bharat. It
will encourage progress, entrepre-
neurship and innovation,” the prime
minister said.

Transformative initiative aimed at
revolutionising India’s infrastructure: PM Modi

Mumbai, Oct 13: The third accused has
been identified as 28-year-old Pravin Lonkar. He
allegedly hired shooters for the attack on Baba
Siddique. A team of Mumbai Police on Sunday
arrested the third accused in the NCP leader

Baba Siddique murder case. The accused has
been identified as 28-year-old Pravin Lonkar
who was apprehended from Pune. He is
believed to be one of the key conspirators who,
enlisted Dharmaraj Kashyap and Shivkumar

Gautam, the absconding shooter in the plot. So
far, two out of three shooters involved in the
killing of the Maharashtra leader, have been
arrested and produced before the court. A holi-
day court today sent both the accused -- Gurmail

Singh and Dharamraj Kashyap -- to police
custody till October 21. Another shooter has
been absconding. Baba Siddique News
Live: NCP leader's mortal remains brought
to Bada Qabrastan in Mumbai for final rites
Meanwhile, the Mumbai cops also reached
Madhya Pradesh in pursuit of a suspect
allegedly involved in the murder of politician
and former Maharashtra minister Baba
Siddique, an official confirmed to Siddique,
a leader of the Ajit Pawar-led Nationalist
Congress Party was shot dead outside his
son's office in Bandra yesterday. About the
attack, the 66-year-old NCP leader was
ambushed by three individuals at Kher

Nagar in Mumbai's Bandra area, just outside his
MLA son Zeeshan Siddique's office. Shockingly,
the attack was carried out on a busy road during
the Dussehra celebrations on the day when the
police were on high alert.

Baba Siddique murder:
Third accused arrested from Pune

Cong alleges 'irregularities' in 13
Haryana seats: Union minister
New Delhi, Oct 13: Bharatiya Janata Party's

Haryana assembly election win didn't go well with
the Congress, which alleged irregularities in the
counting of votes on the day their saffron rivals
secured a third straight win. First, the Congress
alleged irregularities in seven assembly seats, and
now a fresh memorandum submitted by the grand
old party to the Election Commission of India
points to “irregularities” in the vote-counting
process in 13 Haryana assembly seats. Dig deeper
Congress Spokesperson Pawan Khera addresses
the media after a meeting of Congress delegation
with the Election Commission over concerns on
Haryana Assembly election results, in New Delhi.
Congress Spokesperson Pawan Khera addresses
the media after a meeting of Congress delegation
with the Election Commission over concerns on
Haryana Assembly election results, in New
Delhi.Union Minister Pralhad Joshi on Sunday
said the Union government shares the concerns of
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat on ‘lack of control’ over content on over-
the-top (OTT) platforms and promised action from
the concerned ministry. The minister claimed that
concerns over ‘unregulated’ content on OTT is a
worldwide concern and said the concerned min-
istry is examining the issue already.

Ritesh Dogra student of
Dronacharya Bhupender Dhawan
once again created this history

ST Correspondent
New Delhi, Oct.13: Ritesh Dogra, a student of Dronacharya

Bhupender Dhawan created history once again after winning 2 Gold and 1
Silver Medal in Mr. Olympia Pro Powerlifting Championship, held at Las

Vegas, (USA) 2024,
The medals are
dedicated to Khelo
India and Fit India
movement by our
Hon’ble Prime
Minister Sh
Narendra Modi.
Ritesh secured 1st
place in 90kg class
with a total lift of
745 kg. He had a
neck to neck com-
petition in the
bench press with

Mark Hennings (body weight 90kg) from USA won the Gold and Ritesh
Dogra won the Silver Medal in the bench press event. In 90kg Class Open
Raw Deadlift Ritesh Dogra did his life’s best lift (with 305 kg) and won the
Gold Medal and the Silver medal is won by the Roger Paz from Mexico
(who lifted 303) it was a very close fight.
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consent but did not make Noida. Over the past nine days of 
payments. Six others did not Navratri, the stamp and 
give their consent. Under the r eg i s t r a t ion  depar tmen t  
rehabilitation and resettlement registered 303 flats and 
scheme, nearly 1,500 flats have collected Rs 103 crore stamp 
been registered in Noida so d u t y .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  
far.In Dec last year, UP govt registrations is nearly three 
came out with a rehabilitation times of what is done on usual 
package to expedite  flat  days.Assistant  inspector  
registries in the state. The general registration (I) BS 
guidelines adopted several Verma said, "Usually, we 
recommendat ions  of  the  register 10-20 flats daily. 
Amitabh Kant committee that However, we registered three 
drew up a roadmap for the times more than that during to refer developers of six residential 

revival of 2.4 lakh stalled or stressed Navratri as people see it as an projects to the economic offences 
housing units.auspicious time for significant wing (EOW) because they owe Rs 

purchases. On some days, we 1,035 crore in land dues. These The zero period waiver was on interest 
registered 75-85 flats in a day."Apart developers did not opt for the UP accrued during two years of the 
from flats, 1,804 other properties govt's rehabilitation package for Covid pandemic.According to the 
were registered between Oct 3 and stalled projects.Of 57 projects that rules, builders opting for the 
11,  total ing 2,107 property defaulted on land dues, 29 accepted package were supposed to pay 25% 
registrations.The stamps and this package, which offers a two- of their recalculated dues within 60 
registration department collected Rs year zero-period relief from April days. Those who cleared the first 
3,585 crore in 2023-24, up from Rs 2020 to March 2022, exempting tranche of dues were likely to be 
3,018 crore in 2022-23. The developers from penalties and considered for another waiver on 
department aims to collect Rs 4,880 interest during the lockdown. interest calculated during an NGT 
crore for the current financial year. restriction on construction around Besides this, 17 developers made 

Okhla Bird Sanctuary.Meanwhile, the Noida Authority plans partial payments, while five gave 

Solve sewage problems in a day: New Fbd MLA to corpn

300 flats registered in Noida in Navratri, a three-time rise

the first Indian to achieve this feat.Noida. After a scare at Mt Annapurna last 
year, mountaineer Arjun Vajpai is back at "I am very happy with this achievement. I 
doing what he knows best – scaling have six more peaks to climb now. I am 
another peak.On Oct 9, the 30-year-old not merely climbing mountains, I feel 
made i t  to  the  summit  of  Mt  like I am also carrying the hopes of our 
Shishapangma in Tibet, his 8th successful nation to the highest heights," he said. 
conquest of the world's 14 peaks above The eight of the highest summits he has 
8,000 metres.Speaking to TOI from Tibet reached are — Everest (2010), Lhotse 
— from where he'll return on Oct 20 — (2011), Manaslu (2011), Makalu (2016), 
Arjun said this was his first major Cho Oyu (2016), Kangchenjunga 
successful  expedit ion since the (2018), Annapurna (2023), and 
Annapurna climb in April last year. "The Shishapangma (2024).Arjun's mother, 
Annapurna expedition was challenging Priya Vajpai, said she and his father, 
but I managed to complete it and return Captain Sanjeev Vajpai, were proud of 
safely to the base camp," he said. During their son, but advised him not to aim for 
the same expedition, Arjun's fellow records. "So far, he has tried to undertake 
mountaineer from Ireland, Noel Hanna, 16 expeditions on 8,000-metres peaks 
had lost his life while descending from the and was able to complete the climb eight 
treacherous peak. Two of his other fellow times. We advise him not to aim for 
hikers, Anurag Maloo and Baljit Kaur, records in this dangerous adventure 
were also not by his side. One of them was sport, and just put his best foot forward. 

March this year, but had to put it off till risks involved in mountaineering and had trapped in a crevice and the transmitter of We are extremely happy and proud of 
Oct due to the restrictions put on foreign prepared thoroughly.the other had fallen silent. him. His grit and determination are 
nationals in Tibet region by the Chinese unshakable," she said, adding that he has In 2010, at the age of 16, Arjun scaled Mt "Nobody knew the expedition would 
govt."The climb was a success as even set a Guinness World Record for Everest to become the youngest person to unfold in such a drastic way," he had said.
everyone from our team of 15 members being the youngest person to climb two do so at the time. He now aims to climb Asked about the challenges he faced in 
reached the summit and returned safely," 8,000 metres peaks — the Everest and the remaining six peaks above the height completing his latest expedition, Arjun 
he said, adding that he was aware of the Lhotse.of 8,000 metres, which would make him said he planned to scale the mountain in 

Mountaineer scales his 8th 8,000m 
peak after close call at Annapurna

Gurgaon: Satish Phagna, the newly Faridabad, besides the metro field rather than sitting in their offices. 
elected BJP MLA from Faridabad NIT c o n n e c t i v i t y  w i t h  G u rg a o n .  Furthermore, he also addressed the 
constituency, convened a meeting with Meanwhile, Faridabad resident Ekta sewage and drinking water problems 
municipal corporation officials on Sharma said now that the elections in various parts of the NIT assembly 
Friday and asked them to fix problems have concluded, it is time to address constituency with the officials, using 
related to sewage in 24 hours. the civic disorder that "plagues our maps, an official from his office 

city, a result of ineffective authorities said.He said that if there is deception He also urged the officials to address 
a n d  i n a d e q u a t e  p o l i t i c a l  and misleading information about the sewerage issues in other areas on a 
representation"."Even newly-built work on the field, officials should be priority basis. He said officials must be 
roads deteriorate quickly as corruption prepared for suspension. Moreover, no active on the field rather than sitting in 
is rampant. Rain floods roads due to deficiencies of any kind will be their offices. Furthermore, he also 
poor drainage, power supply is erratic tolerated. He told all the officials to addressed the sewage and drinking 
and we are supplied dirty drinking answer phone calls from the public and water problems in various parts of the 
water. Pollution is also a big issue as address their concerns."The people of NIT assembly constituency with the 
Faridabad is the one of the country's NIT elected me as their MLA for five officials, using maps, an official from 
most polluted cities, yet no politician is years, and I will personally take to the his office said.He said that if there is 
talking about it. Garbage is scattered streets to live up to their trust," he deception and misleading information 
everywhere. Our MLA hasn't even s a i d T h e  " c r u m b l i n g  c i v i c  about the work on the field, officials 
visited our area even once after being," infrastructure" was listed as the key should be prepared for suspension. 
said Rattan Singh, a resident of Sector poll plank by the voters of the urban Moreover, no deficiencies of any kind 
15.Gurgaon: Satish Phagna, the newly pockets in Faridabad, besides the will be tolerated. He told all the 
elected BJP MLA from Faridabad NIT metro connectivity with Gurgaon. officials to answer phone calls from 
constituency, convened a meeting with Meanwhile, Faridabad resident Ekta the public and address their  
municipal corporation officials on Sharma said now that the elections concerns."The people of NIT elected 
Friday and asked them to fix problems have concluded, it is time to address me as their MLA for five years, and I 
related to sewage in 24 hours.He also the civic disorder that "plagues our will personally take to the streets to 
urged the officials to address sewerage city, a result of ineffective authorities live up to their trust," he said.cture" 
issues in other areas on a priority basis. a n d  i n a d e q u a t e  p o l i t i c a l  was listed as the key poll plank by the 
He said officials must be active on the representation".voters of the urban pockets in 

Delhi govt resumes crackdown on end-of-life vehicles 
after 8 months, here's everything you need to know

scrapping facility. The official further NEW DELHI. The Delhi government has Public health risks: Abandoned 
elaborated that with the approaching resumed its efforts to remove vehicles ELVs can accumulate rainwater, 
winter season, the government is that have exceeded their permitted age creating breeding grounds for 
striving to ensure that all necessary limit, which is set at 10 years for diesel- vector-borne diseases.How to 
measures are in place to prevent powered vehicles and 15 years for petrol- r e t r i eve  your  impounded  
polluting vehicles from entering powered ones. The initiative was vehicleCategory 1: Those who 
Delhi.What are end-of-life vehicles temporarily halted in August of the wish to move their vehicle out of 
(ELVs)All petrol vehicles over 15 previous year after Delhi High Court Delhi-NCRTo get your vehicle 
years old and diesel vehicles over 10 instructed the state government to create a back, you must submit an 
years old are considered end-of-life policy addressing the handling of such undertaking stating that the 
vehicles (ELVs).According to vehicles.In response to the court's order, vehicle will not be driven or 
directions of NGT and Supreme the Delhi government developed the parked in any public space within 
Court, the registration and plying or necessary policy in February. With the Delhi. You will also need to pay a roads.Reasons for drive against end-of-
deemed to be plying of ELVs—whether policy now in effect, the authorities have penalty of Rs 10,000 for four-wheelers life vehicles (ELVs)Higher pollution 
actively on the road or parked in public restarted their campaign against end-of- (Rs 5,000 for two-wheelers), along with emissions: Older vehicles contribute 
spaces—are restricted.In response, Delhi life vehicles (ELVs), which are vehicles towing charges and parking fees.The significantly to air pollution.Impact on air 
transport department is running a drive to that have outlived their designated vehicle must be taken out of Delhi-NCR quality: Commission for Air Quality 
remove ELVs from Delhi roads and operational lifespan.On Friday, the directly from the scrapping yard Management (CAQM) has informed the 
public areas, handing them over to the transport department seized 213 vehicles, itself.Category 2: Those who wish to park Supreme Court that, despite a 50% 
Recycling and Waste Management including two-wheelers, four-wheelers, their vehicles to be parked in private reduction in farm fires over the past three 
Facility (RVSF).Action against end-of-and erickshaws. A government official spaceIf you wish to park your vehicle in a years, a large fleet of overaged vehicles in 
life vehiclesAs of October 4, 2024, a total stated that a departmental review private space, you must submit an certain states accentuate the choking 
of 15,401 overaged vehicles have been meeting, presided over by LG VK undertaking stating that the vehicle will effect.
i m p o u n d e d  d u r i n g  2 0 2 3  a n d  Saxena, concluded with the decision to not be driven in Delhi or parked in any Pollution from unregulated dismantling: 
2024.Surveys estimate that there are immediately resume the impounding public area.A penalty of Rs 10,000 for ELVs that are dismantled in unauthorised 
between 150,000 and 200,000 end-of-life drive by deploying squads alongside four-wheelers and Rs 5,000 for two-scrapping units also contribute to 
vehic les  (EOLVs)  s t i l l  on  the  teams from the registered vehicle wheelers will also apply.environmental pollution.

Weather to remain dry, 
but winds set to bring 

temp down
Gurgaon: North-westerly winds are expected to 

bring down temperatures slightly in the coming 
days, according to the India Meteorological 
Department's (IMD) forecast.The city recorded a 
minimum temperature of 19.6 degrees Celsius on 
Saturday, a slight increase from the previous day's 
18.5 degrees. The daytime temperature was 33.9 
degrees Celsius, up from Friday's 32.8 degrees. 
Both temperatures remained close to the seasonal 
average.According to the IMD, dry weather is 
likely to persist over the next 7–10 days, with no 
signs of rainfall. Residents are already feeling the 
seasonal shift, with a noticeable nip in the air 
during the early morning hours."Stepping out for 
my morning walk feels refreshing as there is a nip 
in the air. By noon, it becomes quite warm," said 
BP Singh, a resident of Sector 23.IMD officials 
noted that while temperatures are expected to dip 
slightly, no major cold spell is forecast at this time.

"There won't be a sharp decline in temperature, but a 
gradual decrease is expected as the weather 
transitions. The maximum temperature will likely 
range from 32 to 34 degrees Celsius, while the 
minimum will hover around 19 to 20 degrees in the 
coming week," said an IMD official.Haryana, 
meanwhile, experienced a 0.2-degree Celsius 
increase in the average minimum temperature, it 
remains close to the seasonal norm. The lowest 
minimum temperature in the state was 17.9 
degrees Celsius, recorded in Mahendragarh.

Sunday is expected to be mostly sunny, with 
minimum and maximum temperatures forecast at 
20 and 33 degrees Celsius, respectively.

The city's air quality slipped into the moderate 
category on Saturday, with the AQI rising to 120 
from 99 the previous day."Air quality is expected 
to remain in the moderate to poor category for the 
next six days," added the official.

The capital's minimum temperature dropped to 18.6 
degrees Celsius, two notches below normal, on 
Saturday at the city's base station, Safdarjung. It 
was the lowest minimum temperature reported this 
month so far, as it was the first time this Oct when 
the mercury remained below 20 degrees Celsius.

IMD predicted that the minimum temperature would 
remain around 19 degrees Celsius on Sunday. 
"However, the minimum temperature may rise to 
21 degrees Celsius on Monday, but again dip to 19 
degrees Celsius by Wednesday," said a Met 
official. IMD said rain is unlikely in northwest 
India, including Delhi, in the next six days.

News box

Gurgaon. GMDA continued its crackdown on 
encroachments for the third consecutive day with a 
demolition drive in Sectors 52, 52A, 53, and 57. 
Around 30 kiosks, three nurseries, and several Banjara 
shops encroaching on roads and green belts were 
removed. Temporary huts, cattle sheds, and illegally 
placed advertisement boards were also cleared.

According to officials, these encroachments had been 
affecting traffic at major junctions, prompting the 
action. Residents expressed their support for GMDA's 
efforts to clear unauthorised structures.The drive was 
led by GMDA's DTP (Enforcement) RS Batth, 
supported by 50 police personnel. Vehicles that were 
illegally parked and obstructing traffic were towed 
away during the drive, said an official.The GMDA 
CEO emphasised the need to intensify these efforts, 
stating that maintaining the city's aesthetics and 
functionality is a priority.

GMDA razes illegal nurseries, 
huts, cattle sheds

Gurgaon: A woman has filed a complaint at cyber police 
station in Faridabad, alleging she was cheated of Rs 8 
lakh through an app that was promoted by a social 
media influencer but eventually turned out to be a racket.

Police said several popular YouTubers, social media 
influencers and even actors were engaged to promote 
‘Hibox'. Among them was Elvish Yadav, who was 
issued a police notice, to which he responded through 
his lawyer.The complainant, Jyoti — a resident of 
Ahirwada — alleged that she downloaded ‘Hibox' after 
watching a video of the influencer on social media on 
March 22. The app, she claimed, required users to 
purchase and sell ‘mystery boxes' — a surprise pack 
that has contents of which the buyer is not aware of. If 
the buyer doesn't like the items, they can sell the box to 
someone else — possibly for a higher price.

Jyoti alleged she was asked to create an account and 
invest money to buy ‘mystery boxes'. Over the next 
three months, she not only encouraged others to 
download the app but also pumped in Rs 13.8 lakh to 
buy the boxes. While she received Rs 6 lakh in return 
after selling the boxes, the app was yet to return the 
remaining Rs 7.8 lakh.On Aug 1, the company sent a 
text message that the app would not function for a few 
days due to server issues. Some days later, the users 
were told they could not withdraw money because of 
"TDS provisions".On Aug 12, a group of Hibox 
employees announced on social media that the 
company's managers had announced a shutdown and 
ran away with all the money. Asking users to lodge as 
many FIRs as possible, the employees said they had 
resigned from their positions.A case of cheating and 
under various sections of BNS and IT Act were 
registered on a complaint by Jyoti. The special cell got 
involved in the case after 29 more victims filed 
complaints that they were lured with promises of high 
returns — upto 90% — a month.

The cell found that the company had lured some 30,000 
people in various cities, getting celebrities to promote 
its app. Officials said they had on Oct 5 sent a notice to 
Elvish, who responded through his lawyer.

Hemant Tiwari, DCP at Intelligence Fusion and Strategic 
Operations (IFSO) unit, said more than 10 YouTubers 
were involved in the promotion of ‘Hibox'.

Noida. A woman died while another was injured after a 
fire broke out in their house in Sector 27 on Friday 
night. Police said they received a call around 11.30pm, 
informing them about the incident. One of the persons 
saved his life by jumping from the first floor of the 
building, but two were found unconscious on the 
second floor. The woman died during treatment, cops 
said.According to DCP (Noida) Rambadan Singh, the 
occupants of the first floor were out of danger after 
leaping to safety from first floor of the house as the fire 
intensified. Emergency responders arrived promptly at 
the scene."Preliminary investigations revealed that the 
fire was ignited by a short circuit, which caused nearby 
firecrackers to catch fire. This led to a gas cylinder 
explosion. A young boy inside the house alerted the 
police, prompting the dispatch of three fire tenders," 
Singh said.During the rescue operation, two 
women—identified as Shweta Singh and her cousin 
Namrata—were pulled from the second floor in 
critical condition. Shweta later succumbed to her 
injuries at a nearby hospital, while Namrata is reported 
to be out of danger, police said.DCP Singh added that 
the blaze was successfully brought under control and 
an investigation is currently underway at the scene.

Woman dies as fire breaks 
out in house; neighbour 
jumps off  first floor, survives

Baited by influencer, woman 
invests 14L on ‘mystery 
boxes’, but co shuts

Gurgaon. The fourth filtration unit at Chandu Budhera 
Water Treatment Plant (WTP) will be completed by 
Jan 2025, GMDA officials have said. With 45% of the 
project has been done, the additional unit will boost the 
city's water supply by 100 million litres per day (MLD).

According to a GMDA official, 80% of the civil work for 
the fourth filtration unit is done, and the project is now 
moving into the electrical, mechanical, and 
instrumentation phases. "We are making efforts to 
ensure the new filtration unit becomes ready by Jan 
next year," said Abhinav Verma, executive engineer of 
GMDA.The augmentation project worth Rs 70 crore 
aims to address the rising water demand, particularly 
in new sectors, from 81 to 115. Once completed, the 
plant's capacity will rise to 400 MLD. GMDA supplies 
300 MLD from Chandu Budhera and 270 MLD from 
Basai WTP.Initially scheduled for completion in June 
2024, the deadline was first extended to Dec 2024 and 
is now Jan 2025. According to GMDA officials, delays 
in vetting hydraulic and structural designs caused the 
initial slowdown of the project. Despite this, officials 
remain optimistic that by next summer, GMDA will be 
in a much more comfortable position to meet water 
demands.This summer, the city's water supply stood at 
570 MLD, while peak demand reached 675 MLD, 
leading to shortages in several areas.

4th filter unit at Chandu 
Budhera plant to boost water 
supply by 100MLD in Jan

New Delhi, Monday, 14 October 2024

A drain runs through it: Panel to
probe what’s killing Surajpur trees

Noida. The Greater Noida authority has set up a panel to probe how untreated indus-
trial effluents were making way into the Surajpur wetland, where numerous trees died
earlier this year. The committee, comprising three senior officials from the Greater
Noida authority, with representatives from the district forest office, irrigation depart-
ment, and pollution department, will investigate and submit a comprehensive report on
the wetland's status by the end of this week. The complainant, Vikrant Tongad, said, "I
already sent two complaints regarding the matter. Despite the formation of a joint inspec-
tion team, there has been no action on the ground. No steps have been taken against
those discharging untreated water into the wetland and causing loss of
vegetation."Environmentalist Vikrant Tongad claimed there are about 100 industrial
units near the wetland and most of them were discharging untreated water into the wet-
land. "We have already lost more than dozens of trees and
many more will be destroyed if this continues," he
said.According to the Provisions of Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 and Water (Prevention & Control
of Pollution), Act 1974, industrial units must install efflu-
ent treatment plants (ETPs) and treat their effluents to
comply with environmental standards before discharging
into river and water bodies. The central and state pollution
control boards monitor industries' effluent discharge and
act against non-compliance under these two acts."Upon
visiting the wetland, our team found numerous trees that
had perished due to industrial waste. A drain that runs
through the wetland requires proper channelisation to
prevent effluents from leaking into the ecosystem. We
have advised the pollution department to inspect nearby
factories and take appropriate measures if their effluents
are found to be contaminating the wetland", said GNIDA
general manager Indu Prakash.Residents living near wet-
land said they saw canopy thin, branches dry, and trees
die on east bank over the last four years due to chemical
discharge into the waterbody. reported the dire condition
of the wetland in Jan, and after over eight months, con-
crete action is yet to be seen.

NAME CHANGE
I,  OMVATI RANI  Mother of JC-473031W
Rank-NB/SUB Name-SANJAY Presently
residing at H NO-487, WARD NO-10,
NEAR SHIV TEMPLE, BAHARI,
BAHRI(65), PO-BAHARI, DIST-KAR-
NAL, HARYANA-132039 have changed
my name from OMWATI DEVI to
OMVATI RANI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 12/10/2024 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
No. 21001776L, L/NK, VINOTHKUMAR
R, r/o HQ NSG, MEHRAM NAGAR,
PALAM, NEW DELHI-110037 state that
my wife’s name PAVITHRA V has
wrongly been mentioned in my service
documents. The correct name of my
wife is PAVITHRA S. Henceworth, my
wife shall be known as PAVITHRA S.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as RAKESH alias
RAKESH KAUSHIK S/O SHIV KUMAR
KAUSHIK employed as Subs WG CRD
at Govt. of India, DES-AHQ (RKP), New
Delhi-110003, R/O G-227, PALAM
VIHAR, CARTARPURI Alias DAULAT-
PUR NASIRABAD (63), GURGAON,
HARYANA-122017 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
RAKESH KAUSHIK.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MUNNI DEVI W/O
KUNWAR PAL R/O HOUSE NO-244,
GROUND FLOOR, HARSH GARDEN,
SAINIK ENCLAVE, MOHAN GARDEN,
UTTAM NAGAR, D.K MOHAN GAR-
DEN, WEST DELHI-110059 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as SEEMA.

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as MANISH KUMAR
GUPTAS/O BALARAM DAS GUPTAR/O
H NO-A-604, PARK VIEW ANANDA,
BESTECH, SECTOR-81, BESIDE DLF
ULTIMA, GURGAON, HARYANA-122001
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as MANISH GUPTAA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Bajarang Agarwal  S/O Amrit Lal, R/O
3066/224, CHANDRA NAGAR, TRI
NAGAR, DIST: North West Delhi,
Delhi - 110035 declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
Bajrang Agarwal in my minor son
Ashish Agarwal aged 14 years in his
school  records The actual name of
mine is BAJARANG AGARWAL,
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I , PHOOL KUMAR S/O NAND RAM
AND PRAMILA W/O PHOOL KUMAR
R/O  H.NO. 93, PURANI BASTI, VIL-
LAGE, TATESAR, NORTH WEST,
DELHI-110081, have disowned to his
son NAVEEN KUMAR S/O PHOOL
KUMAR AND MENU W/O NAVEEN
KUMAR  from all movable and
immovable properties due to his mis-
behavior and disobedient  have no
relation/connection with him in future,
shall not be responsible for any acts,
deeds things etc. done by Naveen
Kumar AND  MENU. Promiser
PHOOL KUMAR AND PRAMILA .

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as SHALINI SHUKLA
alias SHALINI PANDEY D/o S N SHUK-
LA W/o UPENDER PANDEY residing at
E -1020, Saraswati Vihar, North West
Delhi, Delhi - 110034 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
SHALINI PANDEY.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNIL KUMAR S/o MUNNA LAL
residing at House No. - 1235, Pana
Paposian, Narela, North West Delhi,
Delhi - 110040 have change the name of
my minor Daughter’s AVIKA alias AVIKA
ARYAaged 14 Years and she shall here-
after be known as AVIKA ARYA.

NAME CHANGE
I, SUNIL KUMAR S/o MUNNA LAL
residing at House No. - 1235, Pana
Paposian, Narela, North West Delhi,
Delhi - 110040 have change the name
of my minor Son PRATYUSH aged 11
Years and he shall hereafter be known
as PRATYUSH ARYA.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANISH KUMAR S/o MUNNA LAL
residing at House No. - 1235, Pana
Paposian, Narela, North West Delhi,
Delhi - 110040 have change the name
of my minor Daughter’s ADVIKA aged 5
Years and she shall hereafter be known
as ADVIKA ARYA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Naveen Kumar S/O DHARAMVIR R/O
H.No-122, T-Huts, Camp No-1,Bhim
Nagar, Nangloi , DIST West Delhi Delhi-
110041, declare that name of my father
has been wrongly written  DHARM VIR
in my 10th class educational document
and in Driving licence  NO .DL-
0420150369709,  The actual name of
my father is DHARAMVIR,which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Bhawar Lal Parihar S/ O Mottram R/O
T-241-A-1-T/f, Baljeet Nagar, Patel
Nagar West, Patel Nagar, Central Delhi,
Delhi- 110008,declare that the name of
mine has been wrongly written as
Bhawar Lal in my minor son Sahil aged
15 years in his school record ,The actu-
al name of mine is Bhawar Lal Parihar
,which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Naveen Kumar S/O DHARAMVIR R/O
H.No-122, T-Huts, Camp No-1,Bhim
Nagar, Nangloi , DIST West Delhi Delhi-
110041, declare that name of my father
has been wrongly written  DHARM VIR
in my 10th class educational document
and in Driving licence  NO .DL-
0420150369709,  The actual name of
my father is DHARAMVIR,which may
be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, Amba Srikoti W/O Sanjay Srikoti, Gali
no.6 Shyampur ,Rishikesh,Garhimay
chak ,S n Temple, Dehradun Uttarkhand-
249204 Have Changed My Name Amba
To Amba Srikoti for All Future Purposes

NAME CHANGE
I DAYAL RAJESHWAR KHEMCHAND
S/O-KHEM CHAND DAYAL R/O-03112
ATS GREEN PARADISO GREATER
NOIDA UTTAR PRADESH-201310
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
RAJESHWAR DAYAL

NAME CHANGE
I PRATIBHA RAJESHWAR DAYAL W/O-
RAJESHWAR DAYAL R/O-03112 ATS
GREEN PARADISO SECTOR CHI-4
GREATER NOIDA UTTAR PRADESH-
201308 HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO PRATIBHA DAYAL.
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1 dead, 9 injured in gunfire at event 
near US's Tennessee State University

Israel orders more evacuations in 
Lebanon as Hezbollah conflict escalates

Pakistan prepares to shut Islamabad 
before SCO meet to maintain law and order

Hezbollah claims Israel trying to infiltrate 
Lebanon village as conflict escalates

Seoul. North Korea's Kim Yo Jong, the powerful sister of 
leader Kim Jong un, on Saturday warned Seoul of a 
"horrible disaster" if South Korean drones are found 
flying over Pyongyang.She also criticised the South 
Korean military over its response to the North's claim 
that South Korean drones entered the sky of the capital 
city in a statement carried by state media KCNA.

On Friday, North Korea's foreign ministry accused South 
Korea of sending drones into Pyongyang at night this 
week and last and that the intrusion demanded 
retaliatory action.In response, South Korea's Joint 
Chiefs of Staff said it could not confirm the North's 
accusations.”The fact that the means which carried the 
leaflets is the very drones is the core of the seriousness of 
the recent incident," Kim was quoted as saying, referring 
to anti-North Korea leaflets.

Kim said the blame lies with the South Korean military if it 
failed to identify drones sent by a non-governmental 
organisation crossing the border.North Korea has been 
floating thousands of balloons with trash attached into 
the South since May, exacerbating tensions between the 
two countries.Pyongyang says they are a response to 
some activists and North Korean defectors in South 
Korea who fly balloons into the North carrying aid 
parcels and leaflets criticising leader Kim Jong-un.

Kim Jong Un's sister warns of  
disaster if  South Korean drones 
enter Pyongyang

Ground Report: 
Displaced Lebanese see 
no end to conflict amid 

Israeli bombing
Beirut. Over 30 lakh Lebanese citizens have been 

internally displaced as Israel continues to pound 
many cities, including the capital, Beirut. Amid 
growing fears of escalation, the displaced--
mostly women and children--are living in various 
relief camps, relying on charity for food and 
shelter.As the Israeli military intensifies its 
offensive against Hezbollah, it has ordered 
residents of more than 20 southern Lebanese 
villages to evacuate immediately. India Today 
visited relief camps in southern Beirut, which is 
still experiencing heavy bombardment.

Several schools and colleges have been converted 
into Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camps. 
While the sound of bombings unsettles the 
children, the residents say they have become 
accustomed to it."The small children, yes, they 
are afraid, but we are used to it. We’ve lived on the 
border with an enemy, and we have no human 
rights. They don't care about children or 
families," a Lebanese citizen told India Today 
when asked if there was any sense of fear.

He left his village near the Israeli border and is now 

living in a camp in southern Beirut.
"They are bombing houses, claiming there are arms 

and ammunition stored there. But there is nothing. 
We left our village for the safety of women and 
children," said the Lebanese man, who is in his 
50s.His camp serves food to around 500 people, 
and the supplies are provided by what he 
d e s c r i b e s  a s  a  “ c i v i l i a n  r e s i s t a n c e  
group”.Another citizen, who wished to remain 
anonymous, said, "The situation is not very good. 
You can see scores of people leaving their homes 
in Beirut. We now depend on charity for food and 
blankets."When asked how hopeful he was for a 
quick end to the conflict, he replied, "We don’t 
know. It may take a long time because there’s no 
solution in sight".The conflict between Israel and 
Hezbollah militants erupted one year ago when 
the Iranian-backed group began launching 
rockets at northern Israel in support of Hamas at 
the start of the Gaza war. 

A a r o n  s a i d . P o l i c e  
spokesperson Brooke 
Reese said that at least 
some of the wounded 
appear to have been 
involved in the exchange 
of gunfire.

Police and firefighters who 
had been present for the 
day’s activities were able 
to quickly respond to the 
shooting, authorities said. 
F i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  

groups.Metro Nashville Police 
spokesperson Kendra Loney said some 

Commander Anthony McClain said 
f i r e f i g h t e r s  u s e d  b e l t s  a s  

the gunfire didn’t appear to be 
tourniquets.Witness Jashawna Rucker 

Nashville. Gunfire broke out among a directly related to Tennessee State 
told WTVF-TV that chaos ensued after crowd near a Tennessee university University events that had included a 
people heard the shots, and she saw Saturday afternoon, killing one person parade and other festivities earlier in 
people crying as they ran for safety.“I and wounding nine others, police said. the day. The football game was taking 
am thankful I didn’t lose my life or get 

A crowd that gathered earlier in the day place in another part of town when the 
shot,” Rucker said.Rauf Muhammad 

for homecoming events at Tennessee gunfire happened.“It’s unfortunate that 
told The Tennessean newspaper that he 

State University was beginning to thin a few folks ruined it for everybody,” 
was selling food from a tent along the 

out when the gunfire erupted between McClain said. “We have to come to a 
street when he heard the gunfire and 

two groups around 5 p.m., said Metro point to stop this violence.”
dropped to the ground.“Everybody 

Nashville Police spokesperson Don A police statement on social media said a having fun, music playing or whatnot. 
Aaron. He said shell casings indicate 24-year-old man died. The victims Then all of a sudden, you just hear like 
that gunfire was exchanged across a included two 12-year-olds and a 14- you off in a war somewhere,” 
street near campus between the year-old with non-critical injuries, Muhammad told the newspaper.

Beirut. Israel ordered more evacuations into the Mediterranean.The order, Lebanon to a diplomatic pathway as 
and targeted a new location in northern communicated via a military statement, soon as feasible," according to the 
Lebanon on Saturday, as a third UN mentioned villages in southern Pentagon statement.The Lebanese 
peacekeeper was wounded in Israel's Lebanon that have been recent targets health minitry said on X that five 
escalating conflict with Iran-backed of Israeli attacks, many of which are hospitals sustained damage from the 
Lebanese group Hezbollah.At least 15 already almost empty.The Israeli Israeli airstrikes in the eastern city of 
people were killed and 37 wounded in military said evacuations were Baalbek and the Bekaa Valley. The 
Israeli strikes across three different necessary for the safety of residents Israeli military had no immediate 
areas in Lebanon, the Lebanese health due to increased Hezbollah activities, comment, and Reuters was unable to 
ministry said. One of the targeted claiming the group is using sites to independently verify the hospital 
locations was in the town of Deir Billa conceal weapons and launch attacks on strikes.The Israeli military said on 
in northern Lebanon, which had not Israel.Hezbollah denies concealing Saturday that Hezbollah was using 
been struck before.The Israeli military weapons among civilians.US Defence ambulances to transport fighters and 
also said Hezbollah had fired nearly Secretary Lloyd Austin, in a call with weapons and that it would take any 
320 projectiles from Lebanon into Israeli Defence Minister Yoav Gallant, necessary action. Reuters could not 
Israel on Saturday, without giving expressed "deep concern" about independently verify the Israeli 
further details. It declared areas around reports that Israeli forces had fired on accusation.Medecins Sans Frontieres 
some towns in north Israel closed to the U.N. peacekeeping positions in (MSF) last week was forced to close its 
public.Also on Saturday, Israel's Lebanon in recent days and urged clinic in a southern suburb of Beirut 
military ordered residents of 23 Israel to ensure safety for them and the and temporarily stop its activities in 
southern Lebanese villages to evacuate Lebanese military, the Pentagon another one in the north, because of 
to areas north of the Awali River, which said.Austin also "reinforced the need heavy airstrikes, the group said in a 
flows from the western Bekaa Valley to pivot from military operations in statement on Thursday.

refugee camps, said it was being pounded high alert for further escalation, Beirut/Cairo. Hezbollah said on Sunday it 
by Israeli forces from the air and ground. awaiting Israel's response to an Iranian was fighting Israeli forces trying to 

missile barrage on Oct. 1, which was in infiltrate Ramiya village in southern The Israel Defense Force (IDF) said 
retaliation for Israel's assassination of Lebanon, as a third U.N. peacekeeper Hezbollah had fired nearly 320 
Hezbollah leader Syed Hassan was wounded in Israel's escalating projectiles from Lebanon into Israel on 
Nasrallah in the Iranian capital conflict with the Iran-backed Lebanese Saturday, without giving further details. 
Tehran.In a sign of a spreading conflict, group.Israeli strikes have shook the It declared areas around some towns in 
a Syrian security source said the U.S.-peacekeepers' main base in southern n o r t h  I s r a e l  c l o s e d  t o  t h e  
led coalition in Syria had targeted Iran-Lebanon, prompting U.N. Secretary- public.Evacuation orders were issued to 
linked sites near northeastern Syria's General Antonio Guterres and Western residents of 23 southern Lebanese 
Deir el-Zor airport on Friday night.The countries to condemn the attacks. The villages to move north of the Awali River, 
U.N. peacekeeping mission in UNIFIL force called it a "serious which flows from the western Bekaa 

start of the Gaza war.Israel has intensified Lebanon (UNIFIL) said on Saturday development" and said the security of Valley into the Mediterranean.The 
its military operations in recent weeks, that a third peacekeeper was wounded in U.N. personnel and property must be military said evacuations were necessary 
bombing southern Lebanon, Beirut's an Israeli strike when he was hit by guaranteed.France summoned Israel's for the safety of residents due to increased 
southern suburbs and the Bekaa Valley, gunfire on Friday, adding that the man ambassador, and issued a statement with Hezbollah activities, claiming the group 
killing many of Hezbollah's top leaders, was stable after undergoing surgery to Italy and Spain calling such attacks is using sites to conceal weapons and 
and sending ground troops across the remove the bullet.The UNIFIL statement "unjustifiable". U.S. President Joe Biden launch attacks on Israel. Hezbollah 
border. Hezbollah for its part has fired also said its position in the southern said he was asking Israel not to hit the denies concealing weapons among 
rockets deeper into Israel.Israel's Lebanese town of Ramyah sustained UNIFIL forces. Russia said it was civilians.Israeli military also published 
expanded operation has displaced more significant damage due to explosions "outraged" and demanded Israel refrain new evacuation orders on Saturday for 
than 1.2 million people, according to following nearby shelling, but did not f rom "hos t i l e  ac t ions"  aga ins t  two neighbourhoods on the north edge of 
Lebanon's government, which says more specify who was responsible for either peacekeepers.Israeli military strikes on Gaza City, saying it was a "dangerous 
than 2,100 people have been killed and attack.Two U.N. peacekeepers were Gaza on Saturday killed at least 29 combat zone". In a statement, Gaza's 
10,000 wounded in over a year of fighting. wounded by an Israeli strike near their Palestinians, medics said, and forces kept Hamas-run interior ministry urged 
The toll does not distinguish between watchtower at the UNIFIL's main base in pushing deeper into the Jabalia area, residents not to relocate.The conflict 
civilians and combatants, but includes Naqoura in southern Lebanon on Friday. where international relief agencies say between Israel and Hezbollah militants 
scores of women and children. UNIFIL has more than 10,000 personnel, thousands of people are trapped. erupted one year ago when the Iranian-

with Italy, France, Malaysia, Indonesia US CALLS FOR 'DIPLOMATIC backed group began launching rockets at Residents in Jabalia, in the north of the 
and India among the biggest contributors.PATHWAY'The Middle East remains on northern Israel in support of Hamas, at the enclave and the largest of its historic 

Gunfire erupted near Tennessee 

State University during 

homecoming events on Saturday 

afternoon, resulting in one death 

and nine injuries. Police reported 

that the shooting occurred around 

5 p.m. between two groups as the 

crowd was dispersing.

Dhaka cops boost security for 
Vijaya Dashami amid vandalism 
during Durga Puja

Islamabad External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and 
prime ministers of China and Russia among others will 
attend the two-day SCO Council of Heads of 
Government meeting next week to discuss the ongoing 
cooperation in economy, trade and environment, 
Pakistan said on Saturday.Pakistan is hosting the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Council of 
Heads of Government (CHG) meeting on October 15 
and 16 and in his capacity as the current Chair of the 
CHG, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif will preside over 
the summit, the Foreign Office (FO) said in a 
statement.“SCO member States will be represented by 
the Prime Ministers of China, Russia, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan as 
well as the First Vice President of Iran and External 
Affairs Minister of India,” it said.The CHG meeting 
will discuss ongoing cooperation in the fields of 
economy, trade, environment, socio-cultural linkages 
and review the performance of the Organisation. The 
leaders will adopt important organisational decisions to 

further enhance cooperation among the SCO member 
States and approve the budget of the Organisation, it 
added.

Announcing the level of participation for the 23rd 
meeting of the CHG, the FO statement further said that 
the Prime Minister of Mongolia will attend as an 
observer while the deputy chairman of the Cabinet of 
Ministers and Foreign Ministers of Turkmenistan will 
participate as special guest.

Prime Minister Sharif will also hold important bilateral 
meetings with visiting heads of the delegations on the 
sidelines of the main meeting, the FO statement added.

Dhaka. Amid random vandalism during Durga Puja 
celebrations, police on Saturday said it has planned 
extensive security measure for the Vijaya Dashami 
procession and idol immersion on Sunday.Three 
control rooms have been set up on the route of the 
procession, three watchtowers have been installed, 
including at the Wiseghat where immersion will take 
place and a dog squad, a bomb disposal unit, crime 
scene team, and SWAT team will be on standby 
around the clock to ensure a festive and smooth 
celebration, the Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) 
said in release.The five-day Hindu religious festival 
began with an invocation of Goddess Durga, an 
occasion called Maha Shasthi on Wednesday. The 
celebrations would conclude with the immersion of 
Goddess Durga murtis on Sunday.A crude bomb was 
allegedly thrown at a Durga Puja mandap in the Tanti 
Bazar area of Old Dhaka and although the bomb 
caught fire, nobody was injured, daily Prothom Alo 
said, adding, the incident took place on Friday 
night.From October 1 onwards till Friday, 17 
persons were arrested and about a dozen cases 
registered after Bangladesh witnessed about 35 
untoward incidents related to the ongoing Durga 
Puja celebrations, The Dhaka Tribune said quoting 
Inspector General of Police (IGP) Md Moinul 
Islam.The Daily Start, quoting DMP release, said the 
proposed route for the immersion procession will 
begin at Dhakeshwari National Temple.Earlier in the 
afternoon, apparently prompted by the latest attack 
on the Durga Puja mandap, Yunus visited the 
Dhakeshwari National Temple, one of the prominent 
shakti peeths, in the old part of the city as against the 
earlier announced plan of a Sunday visit.

S Jaishankar, 7 Prime Ministers to 
attend SCO meeting in Islamabad 
this week

duration of the summit.Imtiaz Gul, a Islamabad. Pakistan authorities were on "The PTI doesn't want to showcase
security analyst and executive director Sunday preparing to shut down the capital the positive side of Pakistan to the
of the Center for Research and Security ahead of a Shanghai Cooperation world," accused Ahsan Iqbal
Studies, said the meeting holds great Organisation summit, overshadowed by Chaudhary, minister for planning,
significance for a country that's "not seen recent militant violence and political during a press conference
as safe"."The government claims to have unrest.India's External Affairs Minister S Saturday."Instead, they aim to
made elaborate security arrangements Jaishankar, Russian Prime Minister present a picture of the country
and understandably so because it has to Mikhail Mishustin and Chinese Premier filled with tear gas and unrest."
make sure that the event passes off Li Qiang will be among senior regional Authorities have declared a three-
peacefully without any untoward government officials attending the two- day public holiday for Islamabad
incident," he told AFP.day conference on Tuesday and and the neighbouring city of

Wednesday.In the weeks leading up to the Counter alliance Rawalpindi starting Monday,
summit, Pakistan's authorities have along with road closures to reduceThe SCO comprises China, India, Russia, SCO is one forum where they are trying to 
cracked down hard on dissent, banning an movement around the area.The "redPakistan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, curry regional influence.While the SCO 
ethnic nationalist movement and zone" government quarter hosting theTajikistan, Uzbekistan and Belarus -- with has a mandate to discuss security, the 
introducing new laws that restrict protest summit meanwhile has been spruced up16 more countries affiliated as observers Islamabad summit is due to focus on trade, 
in the capital.They have also arrested with manicured lawns ringed by razoror "dialogue partners".All visiting humanitarian and cultural issues.
hundreds of supporters of jailed wi re .Cash-s t rapped  Pak is tan  i smember nations are expected to send Protest threat
opposition leader Imran Khan who particularly at pains to protect citizensgovernment heads apart from Pakistan's Pakistan's domestic concerns are likely to 
attempted to march in Islamabad earlier from China because it is a major investor,arch-rival India, who will dispatch its dominate the sidelines of the summit, 
this month.A deadly attack on a convoy of sending funds and staff for million-dollarforeign minister in a rare visit to its however.Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
Chinese engineers in the mega port city of infrastructure projects.Pakistan isneighbour.The SCO is sometimes touted (PTI) party has threatened to stage 
Karachi last week has also deepened grappling with a broad uptick in militancyas an alternative to the Western- protests, a week after scattered 
security fears in a country where coinciding with the Taliban's 2021 returndominated NATO military alliance. demonstrations by supporters saw the 
separatist groups routinely target Chinese to power in neighbouring Afghanistan,As China's claim over Taiwan and Russia's capital locked down for three days with 
nationals.Islamabad has authorised the where Islamabad claims attackers areinvasion of Ukraine have seen them clash mobile phone signal cut and exit and entry 
deployment of troops on the streets for the now taking shelter.with the US and Europe, analysts say the points blocked.
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Tarn Taran, elected unopposed — although THE stay by the Punjab and Haryana High Court on 
touted by some as democratic consensus, this panchayat elections in 275 Punjab villages has cast 
c e r t a i n l y  r a i s e s  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  a shadow over the entire electoral process. 
transparency. Sarpanches were elected Triggered by allegations of arbitrary rejection of 
unopposed across some other districts too, nomination papers, the court’s intervention raises 
with over 20,000 candidates withdrawing, questions about transparency and fair play in the 
allegedly under pressure; certainly, the state’s grassroots democracy. The court’s stance 
whole process seems more than opaque. reflects its deep concerns over democratic integrity 
Along with reports of officials opting out of in electoral procedures. At the heart of the issue is 
poll duty to avoid potential violence, the the widespread complaint that nominations were 
developments suggest an environment dismissed without due cause or personal hearings, 
unconducive to fair electoral practices.seemingly to benefit candidates aligned with the 

The state government, however, has denied ruling party. Such irregularities strike at the core of 
allegations of bias. As the court prepares for a democratic principles, eroding public confidence 
hearing on October 14, the question remains not only in local governance but also in the broader 
— will the government ensure a transparent political fabric of the state.
and accountable election process? In the long With over 3,600 nominations for sarpanch posts 
run, democracy in Punjab depends on a rejected and complaints of procedural lapses, had their papers rejected after symbol allotment, sparking 

credible response to these allegations and a commitment accusations are mounting against the state government for further outrage and prompting an official inquiry. An 
to rectifying flaws in the electoral machinery.undermining democratic norms. Several aspirants have unusual development also saw all 72 sarpanches in Patti, 

Gods, demons and 
political parties

Is ‘cash for vote’ the harsh reality of the poll process

development partners in recent months, where the INDIA and Pakistan are at a near-historic low in their 
military was present, the Pakistan government levels of mutual engagement. Born in 1947, these 
indicated that it is in favour of trade with ‘Midnight’s Children’ have still not been able to 
India.Finally, the government has invited Prime overcome the trauma of their bloody and messy 
Minister Modi to the Shanghai Cooperation partition, despite the deep bonds between their 
Organisation (SCO) meeting scheduled to be held in people — evidence of what might have been and, 
Islamabad from October 16-17. This outreach indeed, what might be possible.Trade, in the current 
would have required the sanction of the army.context of their soured bilateral relationship, 

represents a low hanging fruit. Besides this, there has been a chorus of voices, starting 
with Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif, supporting Since 2019, bilateral trade — which, in the past, 
trade resumption with India. Big business has withstood grave provocations — has been virtually 
repeatedly demanded trade normalisation, halted, representing India’s reaction to the Pulwama 
complaining about the high costs of indirect Indian terrorist attack and Pakistan’s reaction to the passage 
imports routed via Dubai and Singapore.If there is a of the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Bill.
consensus  amongs t  t he  key  Pak i s t an i  India imposed a penal 200 per cent duty on Pakistani 
constituencies, where is the problem? Why does goods and Pakistan banned Indian imports. While the 
Pakistan not approach India with a formal proposal? mutual recriminations — based on historical 
Is Pakistan only waiting for a favourable grievances — continue, there is a strong constituency 
“handshake moment” to propose the resumption of in Pakistan that would like direct trade to resume 
trade?(currently, most trade occurs via the indirect, Dubai 

How might India react? Given that India never banned route). It wants to shelve the more contentious issues 
Indian exports and source for tourism earnings. potentially huge gains, what is holding back the trade, it should be simpler for India to reciprocate for a later date.Pakistan’s economy is in the throes of 

resumption of a trade dialogue? Most Indians, even Interestingly, Pakistan’s freelance workers have diplomatic outreach by rolling back the penal import a crisis. It recently received the approval for a record 
those in favour of trade with Pakistan, say that the reportedly become a competitive source for Indian duty.However, given the historical patterns of start 24th International Monetary Fund (IMF) support 
Pakistani army exercises a veto, and will not allow BPO (business process outsourcing) firms, owing to and stop, India may be cautious about bilateral programme.Trade with India in goods, services, 
such trade.While at some points in the past, the Pakistan’s rupee devaluation and the cultural affinity initiatives to restart trade discussions. It might prefer tourism and energy should be of immense benefit. 
Pakistani army may have vetoed a normal trade of the Pakistani and Indian workforce. to talk on the sidelines of a larger meeting where the Exports, for example, could rise by as much as 80 per 
relationship with India, recent evidence is different. At full potential, trade can create millions of more bilateral engagement is kept low key to minimise the cent, a huge gain for a country constantly struggling 
In 2021, the then army chief, General Qamar Javed stable and better quality jobs on both sides and could domestic political impact of Pakistan possibly with foreign exchange crises. Commodity trade with 
Bajwa, called for a focus on geoeconomics and stable help create conditions for significant strategic gains. backing out at the last minute. At the same time, India India could help dampen rampant inflation in food 
India-Pakistan relations.Despite occasional Both countries have troubled borders that are should react positively to feelers/overtures from and electricity prices.More generally, it is poor 
violations, a fragile truce has prevailed at the border currently more challenging than their mutual border Pakistan, because it is in its own interest to do so.economics for Pakistan to not exploit the gains from 
since 2021 — something that the Pakistani army — Pakistan with Afghanistan and India with China. deep engagement with the world’s fastest growing The forthcoming SCO meeting in Islamabad — a non-
could easily scuttle. The army is also concerned Neither would mind a quiet India-Pakistan border at large economy (think Mexico and the US). bilateral setting — provides a possible opportunity 
about Pakistan’s precarious economy and would this point. A dynamic, interdependent trading for an India-Pakistan handshake since a senior But, make no mistake. India’s gains will also be 
likely be more amenable to a beneficial economic relationship can help sustain the current, uneasy official, Foreign Minister Jaishankar, is representing significant, and future gains even more so. Like 
relationship with India.At two meetings with border truce.So, in the face of such obvious and India.Bangladesh, Pakistan could become a top market for 

Question of fair play

THE story of victory of good over evil has been 
playing out all over India this week. Behind my 
house in Chandigarh, a Garhwal troupe has just 
enacted Meghnad badha, the killing of Ravan's 
warrior-son, Meghnad by Lakshman, as it is 
meant to be performed on the ninth day of the 
navratras; under the bright starlight and within 
earshot of the chitter-chatter of the ice-cream 
vendor, the story is moving inexorably to its 
logical conclusion. Ravan simply has to die the 
next day, today, by the unerring flight of Ram's 
arrow.Whatever else you believe about the BJP — 
you have to accept that it also learns fast, 
swallowing its own arrogance if need be, in order 
to achieve the required result.

And yet, as you walk home from the Ramlila, you 
cannot escape the fact that the gods also employ 
both deception and illusion to get their way — 
that, according to famous Bengali poet Michael 
Madhusudan Dutt, Lakshman abandoned the 
Kshatriya warrior code by cornering Meghnad in 
a temple where he had no access to his weapons. 
And that's how he killed him.Back in Bengal, 
meanwhile, the goddess is taking charge, all set to 
slay the buffalo demon Mahishasura in sync with 
clanging cymbals, the deafening sound of the 
dhaak-player and the rising smoke from the 
pujari's lamp. In one stunning image from a 
Kolkata pandal, the Devi holds a female doctor in 
her arms, complete in white coat and stethoscope 
— a direct reference to the ongoing protest over 
the brutal rape of a young doctor at the RG Kar 
Medical College and Hospital.All week, then, as 
India's male and female gods have fought their 
immortal battles, politicians in Haryana and 
Jammu & Kashmir have taken a leaf out of their 
book — the BJP is celebrating its unexpected 
victory in Haryana, while the INDIA coalition is 
crowing about its mandate in J&K. In both states, 
the voter has punished the arrogant and high-
handed political party, which believed it could 
take the voter for granted.Unfortunately, the 
Congress party still refuses to come to terms with 
the fact that the BJP fairly and squarely won 
Haryana. That the saffron party worked hard, 
employing every instrument in and outside the 
book — from micro-managing every seat via the 
door-to-door campaign of RSS cadres, to 
ensuring that proxy candidates cut into the 
opposition candidates’ vote, to getting Dera 
Sacha Sauda chief Ram Rahim released on parole 
so that his whispered message impacted about 35 
seats across the state. There was nothing the BJP 
did not try to do in tiny Haryana.The people's 
mandate in favour of the BJP has left the Congress 
party stunned. Party spokesman Jairam Ramesh 
has sought to pin the blame on the EVMs, 
implying the BJP tampered with the source code 
— a shameful charge that slanders the voter. (That 
charge has since been put on hold as wiser 
Congressmen and women have realised the 
damage it can do to the democratic mandate.) 
Worse, Rahul Gandhi has tried to pass the buck by 
blaming the infighting between regional satraps 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda and Kumar Selja.

Clearly, there's nothing worse than a leader refusing 
to take responsibility for the defeat of his team — 
especially since Rahul would have got all the 
credit if his party had won the state. An inquiry 
has been set up, but Rahul himself seems to have 
moved on. That one gesture smacks of both 
cynicism and hauteur. It's the noblesse oblige 
syndrome — you owe me, but actually I don't 
really care if you don't.It was the same in J&K. 
The Congress behaved with such entitlement that 
it didn't even care to pick the best candidates in 
Jammu — “oh the people will vote for us, because 
they are so upset with the BJP," they said, airily. 
That was certainly true — a whole month ago, in 
mid-September. At the time, Jammu was 
seriously upset with the BJP for a variety of 
reasons, but it is to the credit of its local leadership 
that it worked damn hard to alleviate that distress. 
The RSS-BJP realised it could not afford to do 
badly in Jammu, because this, here, is the 
ideological underpinning of Hindutva. When the 
results came out this week, the BJP had won 29 
seats, vastly improving upon its own 
expectations.

The amount varies, depending on the election’s electioneering.The financial demands of SM ADULT suffrage, guaranteed by Article 326 of the 
importance and the voter’s status. Cash is often platforms and freelance YouTubers on candidates Constitution of India, is the foundation of elections 
distributed through local contractors who align with are often steep. They may even attempt to influence to Parliament and Legislative assemblies. Every 
potential vote buyers to ensure a certain number of the candidates’ public statements to either unsettle citizen of India above the age of 18, who is not 
votes from the locality for a specific candidate. or harm their prospects if not compensated otherwise disqualified, is entitled to be registered as 

adequately.Paid news and malicious campaigns a voter. This right alone is the backbone of Some candidates even engage in direct vote-buying 
have become a reality.The local police and democracy, where each head counts rather than on the polling day by operating from behind the 
administration often ignore the ruling party’s money power, social status or military might. voting-slip desk, offering cash under the guise of 
malpractices despite the best intentions of the distributing slips. The going rate for impersonated The foremost duty of the Election Commission of 

district-level authorities as lower-India (ECI) is to ensure free, fair 
level officials, who must work in and impartial elections. It is the 
the district, cannot afford to annoy sole constitutional authority to 
influential local politicians.exercise  supervis ion over  

The observers appointed by the ECI elections.
offer a mechanism to candidates to Interference from the courts has 
f i l e  compla in t s  and  de te r  been barred in election matters 
wrongdoers to some extent, but under  Art icle  329 of  the 
their effectiveness is limited due to Constitution. Only a petition can 
the  re l iance  on  the  loca l  be filed after the polling is 
authorities. Moreover, they often over.However, the ground reality 
prefer to simply monitor the is that electioneering in India is 
situation rather than take a often a saga of treachery, 
proactive stance.Sections 169 to manipulated processes and blatant 
177 of the Bharatiya Nyaya misuse of money and muscle 
Sanhita 2023 (BNS) provide power under the watch of those 
punishment of up to one year of supposed to ensure a level playing 
imprisonment for bribery and field for all contestants.Corrupt 
corrupt practices in elections. practices are so widespread and 
However, these provisions are non-varied that election observers may 
cognisable. It means that the police not notice them all as they seem 
cannot register a First Information votes can be as high as Rs 5,000 per vote.primarily concerned with keeping the polling 

Report (FIR), rendering them toothless and process unhindered.From the moment candidates Interestingly, many greedy elected representatives of 
redundant. Election offences should be made are finalised, free liquor begins to flow on the local bodies and gram panchayats form groups just 
cognisable, attracting severe punishment.The streets, especially in colonies inhabited by before elections and collectively bargain with 
electoral process in a democratic system must not be underprivileged masses, often situated on the candidates for votes under their influence.
allowed to be corrupted by vested interests. It is the outskirts of towns or villages. People know where to Political party manifestos are often just academic 
responsibility of the ECI to address new fetch their supply and the police typically turn a documents for debates on national media. The 
irregularities in electioneering and introduce blind eye. Everyone understands which party is the elections on the ground are generally contested on 
corrective measures.The campaign process needs an supplier.Those consuming alcohol as part of this local issues, where the candidate choice plays a 
overhaul. National media debates could replace distribution can be seen wandering around crucial role.However, some attractive promises like 
traditional rallies in this digital era and publicity distribution points opened by candidates monthly pensions or laptops for voters can also 
materials should be banned. Election staff should be indiscriminately. Digital payments to liquor vendors instantly sway voters.Caste, creed, religion and faith 
from outside the district and elections should be held upon the presentation of a signed voucher from a play significant roles in determining election 
under President’s rule in a state.The ECI should take candidate’s agent make the supply hassle- outcomes, with candidates openly seeking support 
strict action against officials for misconduct during free.Expenditures on unaccounted liquor surpass all from religious leaders and seers.Political narratives 
elections. Offenders in cases registered during other election expenses, making liquor a significant are daily set by rival parties, and the social media 
elections often go unpunished due to a lack of factor determining the outcome of the ballot battle in (SM) plays a crucial role. The ECI has yet to address 
supervision and monitoring by the ECI.many elections.“Cash for vote” is a harsh reality. the unbridled influence of the SM and YouTubers in 

ADULT suffrage, guaranteed by Article 326 of the Constitution of India, is the foundation of elections to Parliament and Legislative 

assemblies. Every citizen of India above the age of 18, who is not otherwise disqualified, is entitled to be registered...

HC halts Punjab panchayat polls

Editorial

Given that India never banned trade, it should be simpler for India to reciprocate diplomatic outreach by rolling back the penal import duty.

Reopening trade with Pak will also help India

New Delhi, Monday, 14 October 2024 THE SIKH TIMES
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NEW DELHI.  It’s one year since the assassination of Hezbollah chief fighting intensifying after the invasion 
Hamas’ October 7 attack on Israel’s Hassan Nasrullah. The circle of of South Lebanon, the Bank of Israel 
border communities. It’s also one year conflict is expanding by the day.The has estimated the cost of the war will 
since Israel’s lethal invasion of Gaza. toll so farBeyond the human deaths and reach USD 67 bn by 2025 – a huge 
Both have been commemorated suffering, Gaza’s economy has been deficit to cover even after a USD 14.5 
worldwide in different ways. The bombed back to the stone age. A bn military age package from the 
common thread is recognition of the comprehensive UN Trade and US.For the region, the one year of war 
horrific toll it has taken so far. Gaza has Development (UNCTAD) report of has meant plummeting GDP growth 
been flattened beyond recognition. early 2024 said between 80% and 96% and a slowdown in investments. In its 
Hamas killed 1,200 while the Israelis of Gaza’s agricultural assets – mid-April assessment of the region, the 
have killed over 40,000 Palestinian including irrigation systems, livestock IMF has warned the Middle East, north 
civilians, mostly women and children. farms, and orchards – had been Africa and Pakistan GDP growth will 
And we are still nowhere near a decimated, crippling the region’s food be a ‘lacklustre’ 2.6% in 2024, down 
ceasefire. production and worsening already high from 3.3% in its previous forecast.

levels of food insecurity. As much as Three months into the war last year, we There has been a major disruption of 
82% of private businesses, a key driver had speculated in these columns on the maritime trade routes due to the 
of Gaza’s econmy, are damaged or cost of a widening West Asia conflict. persistent attacks by the Houthi rebels 
destroyed.The one-year milestone is indeed on commercial shipping in the Red Sea. 

worse than anyone had imagined. The For Israel too it has been a crippling war, Traffic through the Suez Canal—a 
Gaza conflict first spilt over to the though nowhere near what the significant source of revenue for 
occupied West Bank; then followed the Palestinians have suffered. Israel’s Egypt—has been reduced to a trickle as 
assassinations of Hamas and Hezbollah economy is experiencing the sharpest ships are taking the longer route via the 
leaders, and now we are in the middle slowdown among the developed Cape of Good Hope.Trigger happy
of Israel’s invasion of Lebanon. OECD countries. Its GDP contracted Strangely, as the circle of conflict 

by 4.1% in the weeks after October 7, Even as we write this, the world Is expands drawing in Iran, there is quiet 
and the downturn continued into 2024, bracing for a possible Israeli attack on confidence among Western bankers 
falling by an additional 1.1% and 1.4% Iran in retaliation to the barrage of that the impact of the war will be 
in the first two quarters.With the ballistic missiles Iran had let loose after limited.

SBI plans to enhance threshold limit under 
instant loan scheme for MSME sector

Economic toll of  Israel’s widening war

pipelines that connect supply and 
demand centres, there remains a 
substantial volume of stranded gas (non-
connected) that is required to be tapped 
for enhancing domestic supplies and 
meeting the needs of nearby demand 
centres.The stranded volumes range from 
5,000 to 50,000 standard cubic meters per 
day that can be produced for up to 5 years.

Before floating of this tender, it had entered 
into a partnership with the nation's largest 
fuel retailer Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) 
to set up a small-scale LNG plant near its 
Hatta gas field in the Vindhyan basin in 
Madhya Pradesh.

The initial LNG plant capacity is planned NEW DELHI. Oil and Natural Gas 
for 32 to 35 tonnes, with 45,000 standard Corporation (ONGC) is looking to set up 
cubic meters per day of gas coming from mini-LNG plants to evacuate natural gas 
the Hatta field.As per the agreement, celsius.This LNG will be loaded on providers to tap stranded natural gas.The from wells located in areas that are not 
IOC, which is conducting a detailed cryogenic trucks and transported to the locations identified for setting up mini-connected with pipelines.The firm has 
feasibility study of the project, will bear nearest pipeline, where it will be LNG plants in the tender are two sites at identified five sites in Andhra Pradesh, 
the cost of the small-scale LNG plant.reconverted into its gaseous state and Rajahmundry in Andhra Pradesh and one Jharkhand and Gujarat for setting up 

ONGC will sell gas to IOC.pumped into the network for supply to each at Ankleshwar and Cambay in mini-plants that will convert the gas 
The LNG plant will be operated and users like power plants, fertilizer units or Gujarat, Bokaro in Jharkhand.pumped out from under the ground into 

managed by IOC and it will further sell city gas retailers.ONGC has floated a ONGC in the tender document said while liquefied natural gas (LNG) by 
the gas to consumers.tender seeking manufacturers/service the country has an extensive network of supercooling it to minus 160 degrees 

ONGC looks at mini-LNG plants to 
evacuate gas from isolated fields

Succession Wars: How Hinduja brothers went 
from 'All for One' to 'Each for Himself'

control over his assets.In 2022, New Delhi. Blood is thicker than water," a The Hinduja family story begins with 
the UK High Court ruled in saying that has echoed through Parmanand Deepchand Hinduja, who 
favour of Srichand's side, generations, implies that family bonds founded the business in 1914 in 
stating that the letter did not are unbreakable. Yet, the saga of the Mumbai, India. From its humble 
automatically confer control Hinduja family proves that even the beginnings as a trading firm, the 
of assets to the other brothers. strongest ties can fray under the weight of company quickly grew, establishing a 
The court highlighted that ambition and discord. Once celebrated significant presence across industries 
each brother had the right to for their unity and shared vision, the four such as automotive, with Ashok 
independently manage the Hinduja brothers became embroiled in a Leyland; banking, with IndusInd Bank; 
assets they were overseeing, bitter feud that transformed their healthcare; and energy.At the heart of 
contradicting the idea of illustrious legacy into a high-stakes this success was a unique family 

ownership ver any part of the business. collective ownership. This drama. However, recent developments philosophy: trust, unity, and shared 
However, this document, which once ruling was seen as a victory for Srichand have shown that reconciliation is ownership. This approach allowed the 

symbolised family unity, eventually and his heirs but did little to heal the rift possible, even in the face of seemingly four brothers to work seamlessly as a 
became the catalyst for a protracted legal within the family at the time.insurmountable differences.For decades, team, managing different branches of the 
battle. The first cracks in the family's the Hinduja family has been synonymous business in various parts of the world, S r i c h a n d ' s  d e a t h  a n d  f a m i l y  
solidarity became public in 2020 when with wealth, power, and global influence. from London to Geneva and Mumbai. reconciliation
Srichand Hinduja, the eldest brother and As the heads of the Hinduja Group, one of For years, the brothers upheld the The family dispute took a significant turn in 
patriarch of the family, challenged the the world's largest and most diversified principle that all assets belonged to the May 2023 with the passing of Srichand 
enforceability of the 2014 letter through conglomerates, the four Hinduja family as a collective, avoiding Hinduja at the age of 87. His death 
his daughter, Vinoo Hinduja.brothers—Srichand,  Gopichand,  individual control over particular assets. marked not only the end of an era for the 

Prakash, and Ashok—have overseen The 2014 letter: Document of discord Court battles and public scrutiny Hinduja Group but also became a catalyst 
operations spanning banking, energy, The legal battle over the 2014 letter played for family reconciliation. The loss of the The philosophy of collective ownership 
healthcare, and more. Yet, beneath this out in the UK courts, with Vinoo family patriarch seems to have prompted was formalised in a 2014 letter signed by 
veneer of unity and success, a bitter H i n d u j a ' s  c l a i m s  a g a i n s t  h e r  a reevaluation of priorities among the all four brothers. The letter stated, 
family feud emerged, threatening not uncles—Gopichand, Prakash, and remaining brothers and the next "Everything belongs to everyone, and 
only the cohesion of the Hinduja dynasty Ashok—being intensely scrutinised. The generation of Hindujas.In a surprising nothing belongs to anyone." It was 
but also the stability of their multi- case revealed deep-seated tensions turn of events, the family announced a intended to reaffirm the family's long-
billion-dollar empire. within the family, with allegations of settlement to their long-standing dispute standing tradition of shared control, 

Legacy built on unity attempts to sideline Srichand and exert in November 2023. ensuring that no single brother had 

NEW DELHI. Reliance Industries, L&T, and 
Maruti Suzuki are the latest companies to show 
interest in hiring interns under the PM 
Internship Scheme even as the number of 
opportunities posted on the special portal 
dedicated to the scheme has surged to 90,849 as 
of October 11, 2024.Sources in the Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs (MCA) said that Internship 
opportunities have been posted by 193 
companies, including by major private sector 
players such as Jubilant Foodworks, Maruti 
Suzuki India, Eicher Motor Ltd, Larsen & 
Toubro Ltd., Muthoot Finance, Reliance 
Industries, etc.The opportunities are spread 
across 24 sectors, with the greatest share 
available in the oil, gas & energy sectors, 
followed by travel & hospitality, automotive, 
banking and financial Services, etc.

Internships are available in over 20 fields, 
including operations management, production 
& manufacturing, maintenance, sales & 
marketing, etc.Sources said the internship 
opportunities are spread across the length and 
breadth of the country, and have been made 
available in 737 districts, spread over all states 

and Union Territories. The portal opened on 
Saturday for registration by prospective 
candidates.The scheme is an integral 
component of a broader initiative aimed at 
offering skill training to more than one crore 
youth in India over the next five years, with a 
total budget allocation of Rs 2 lakh crore. 
Interns will be provided with Rs 4,500 per 
month via Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT), while 
companies will contribute an additional Rs 500 
from their corporate social responsibility (CSR) 
funds.The scheme also includes insurance 
coverage through government initiatives, 
providing financial security for interns. Those in 
the age group 21-24 years meeting specific 
educational and employment criteria can apply. 
The government has also provided a dedicated 
grievance redressal system and a multilingual 
helpline to resolve the issues in a timely manner.

Hindustan Aeronautics Joins 
'Maharatna' League, 
Becomes India's 14th PSU to 
Get Top Status

RIL, Maruti, L&T 
join PM’s 

internship scheme
would be mainly focused on NEW DELHI: To ensure easy and 
emerging areas. A lot of adequate credit availability to 
residential colonies are not the MSME sector, the State 
covered by us. Around 600 Bank of India (SBI) is planning 
branches is something we are to enhance the threshold under 
planning in the current year," he the instant loan scheme from the 
said.existing Rs 5 crore.

Apart from a vast branch network, 'MSME Sahaj - End to End Digital 
SBI reaches its customers Invoice Financing', provides 
through 65,000 ATMs and solutions ranging from applying 
8 5 , 0 0 0  b u s i n e s s  for the loan, documentation and 
correspondents.”We serve about disbursement of the sanctioned 

said.This reduces the need for 50 crore customers and we take loan within 15 minutes, without 
collateral, which would enable a lot of pride in saying that we are the banker to any manual intervention."We have, last 
people to come into the formal MSME every Indian, and, more importantly, to year, introduced a business rule engine 
borrowing system, he said. every Indian family," he said.He also based, data based assessment of the 

said it will be his endeavour to credit limits up to Rs 5 core. Anybody "We still have a large number of MSME 
transform SBI into the best and the most walking into our MSME branch has to customers accessing the informal 
valued bank not only from a give only their PAN and approval for credit. We would like to bring them to 
shareholder point of view but for every sourcing GST data, we can give the banking fold," he said.As far as 
stakeholder who deals with the approval in 15-45 minutes," SBI network expansion is concerned, Setty 
lender."It could be my customers, it Chairman C S Setty told PTI in an said SBI is planning to open 600 
could be our shareholders, it could be interview. branches across the country in the 
the larger ecosystem - the society, the current financial year.SBI has a Simplification of the MSME credit is 
institutional framework - all the network of 22,542 branches across the something that the bank is emphasising 
stakeholders should be saying that this country as of March 2024."We have on and making lending cash flow based 
is the best bank to deal with," he added.strong branch expansion plans that backed by the CGTMSE guarantee, he 

FPIs Take Out Rs 58,711 
Crore From Equities In 
October On Geopolitical 
Crisis, Strong Chinese Stocks

NEW DELHI.  Foreign investors turned net sellers in 
October, withdrawing shares worth Rs 58,711 crore in 
the month so far owing to the escalating conflict 
between Israel and Iran, a sharp rise in crude oil prices, 
and the strong performance of the Chinese market.

The outflow came following a nine-month high 
investment of Rs 57,724 crore in September.Since June, 
Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) have consistently 
bought equities, after withdrawing Rs 34,252 crore in 
April-May. Overall, FPIs have been net buyers in 2024, 
except for January, April, and May, data with the 
depositories showed.

Looking ahead, global factors such as geopolitical 
developments and the future direction of interest rates 
will play a crucial role in determining the flow of 
foreign investments into the Indian equity markets, 
Himanshu Srivastava, Associate Director, Manager 
Research, Morningstar Investment Research India, 
said.According to the data, FPIs made a net withdrawal 
of Rs 58,711 crore from equities between October 1 and 
11.“Escalating conflicts, particularly in the Middle East 
between Israel and Iran, have increased market 
uncertainty, leading to risk aversion among global 
investors. FPIs have become cautious and pulling out 
money from emerging markets,” Vinit Bolinjkar, Head 
of research at Ventura Securities, said.

The geopolitical crisis has also led to a sharp rise in Brent 
crude oil prices from USD 69 per barrel on Sep 10 to 
USD 79 per barrel on Oct 10, which poses inflationary 
risks and increases the fiscal burden for India, he added.

V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit 
Financial Services, believes that FPIs have been 
following a strategy of ’Sell India, Buy China’ after the 
Chinese authorities announced monetary and fiscal 
measures to stimulate the slowing Chinese economy. 
FPI money has been moving to Chinese stocks, which 
are cheap even now.Together, these developments have 
created a temporary barrier in Indian equities, reflected 
in FPI outflow in both debt and equity segments.It is 
anticipated these trends will stabilise around the time of 
the US polls, Pankaj Singh, smallcase Manager and 
Founder & Principal Researcher at Smartwealth.ai, 
said.In the debt markets, FPIs pulled out Rs 1,635 crore 
through the General Limit and invested Rs 952 crore via 
Voluntary Retention Route (VRR) during the period 
under review.

New Delhi.  Radhika Gupta, CEO and Managing 
Director of Edelweiss Mutual Fund was rushed to the 
hospital on Sunday, October 06, after suffering a severe 
fall that resulted in a head injury.

The incident occurred earlier in the day, and she was 
immediately taken to hospital, where she received 
emergency care, including medical tests and 
stitches.Gupta praised India’s healthcare system, 
noting that medical services in “developed countries” 
are often slower to respond. She shared her experience 
on social media, emphasising the high cost of medical 
insurance in developed nations, where people still face 
long waits for urgent care, even in critical situations.

Gupta was treated at Mumbai’s Jaslok Hospital for her 
injuries, and despite the seriousness of the fall, she was 
discharged within two and a half hours. She credited the 
swift response and efficiency of the medical staff for her 
rapid recovery.

Appreciation Post
After her recovery, Gupta took to the social media 

platform X (formerly Twitter) to share her experience 
and express her gratitude for the swift medical care she 
received at the hospital.“This is an appreciation post! I 
had a bad fall and subsequent head injury last Sunday. 
Had to be rushed for emergency medical care and then 
treatment. Despite it being a Sunday morning, I 
managed to get an ambulance, excellent care, tests, and 
stitches within a few hours thanks to the efficient team 
at Jaslok Hospital. I was back home in 2.5 hours of the 
fall,” She wrote on X.

Healthcare In Developed Countries
In her post, Gupta contrasted her experience with 

healthcare services in other developed nations, 
emphasising the long waits often encountered in 
emergency departments overseas. She commended the 
Indian healthcare system for its efficiency, stating.

NEW DELHI.  Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) 
has been granted the prestigious status of Maharatna 
Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE). The 
announcement was made on October 12 by the 
Department of Public Enterprises via a post on X, 
following approval from Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman.

This upgrade was recommended by two high-level 
committees: the Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC), 
chaired by the Finance Secretary, and the Apex 
Committee, led by the Cabinet Secretary.HAL, which 
operates under the Department of Defence Production 
(DoDP), reported a turnover of Rs 28,162 crore and a 
net profit of Rs 7,595 crore for the financial year 2023-
24.With Maharatna’s status, HAL will benefit from 
enhanced operational autonomy and greater financial 
power.The most recet company to be awarded the 
Maharatna status was Oil India, which received the 
designation in August 2023.

What Is Maharatna Status?
The Government of India classifies Central Public Sector 

Enterprises (CPSEs) into three categories—Maharatna, 
Navratna, and Miniratna—based on specific eligibility 
criteria.In India, Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) are 
categorised based on their non-financial objectives and 
are registered under Section 8 of the Companies Act, 
2013 (formerly Section 25 of the Companies Act, 
1956).

We Aren't A Perfect Country, 
But…’, Radhika Gupta 
Praises India’s Healthcare 
After Facing An Emergency 
Hospital Visit

The firm has identified five 
sites in Andhra Pradesh, 
Jharkhand and Gujarat for 
setting up mini plants that 
will convert the gas pumped 
out from under the ground 
into liquefied natural gas.
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SPORTS 11

�Portugal maintained their 
perfect record in Group A1 with a 
3-1 win over Poland. Bernardo 
Silva and Cristiano Ronaldo were 
pivotal in the victory, keeping 
Portugal at the top of  the league 
standings.

NEWS BOX

New Delhi.  T20Is might be over after he recorded two It’s not easy being Sanju Samson. 
ducks in a three-match series against Sri Identified as a teenage prodigy, the batting 
Lanka. "I was a bit doubtful after a couple superstar from Kerala has faced numerous 
of ducks in Sri Lanka as to whether I would challenges. After making his debut in 2015, 
be getting a chance in the next series," he Samson had to wait five more years for 
said after smashing a 47-ball 111 that another opportunity to represent India in the 
powered India to a Himalayan total of 297 T20I format. While he has shown flashes of 
i n  2 0  o v e r s  o n  S a t u r d a y  i n  brilliance at the highest level, his 
Hyderabad.Samson persisted through the consistency has often contrasted with his 
lows and the lack of opportunities. Every performances in the Indian Premier League 
time he wore the pink of the Rajasthan with the Rajasthan Royals.Since his 
Royals, he made sure to send reminders to comeback in 2022, Samson has had a batter struggled to make an impact.It 

the selectors. The talent he displayed must relatively more consistent run in terms of seemed as if time was running out for the 29-
have been irresistible for those making the opportunities. That year was one of his best year-old. When captain Suryakumar Yadav 
decisive calls. Despite his inconsistent run in the format, as he scored 179 runs, confirmed before the series opener in 
at the highest level, Samson kept coming including a fifty, in six matches. However, a Guwahati that Samson would be opening 
back into contention.World Cup call-up eluded him. In 2023, he alongside Abhishek Sharma, it looked like 

received eight more opportunities but SAMSON FINALLY ARRIVES AT THE the team management was giving him one 
averaged just 15.60 runs per innings. Before PARTYlast chance to deliver, considering the 
the series against Bangladesh in 2024, he On Saturday, October 12, Samson finally in tense  compet i t ion  for  open ing  
had six chances to impress, but the Kerala arrived at the party.spots.Samson himself felt that his time in 

New Delhi.   

164/7 in their 20 overs. Pacer Mayank 
Yadav (2/32) and leg-spinner Ravi 
Bishnoi (3/30) played crucial roles in 
stifling the visitors’ batting lineup, 
ensuring India’s comprehensive 
win.While Sanju Samson was named 
Player of the Match for his scintillating 
century, it was Hardik Pandya who 
earned the Player of the Series honors. 
Pandya's consistent performances with 
both bat and ball throughout the series 
were  ins t rumenta l  in  India ' s  
dominance. He contributed 118 runs at India's status as a formidable force in T20 

a staggering strike rate of 222.64 and also cricket.Samson, responsible for opening 
Star cricketers Hardik Pandya chipped in with key wickets.After the match, the innings, displayed explosive batting, 

and Sanju Samson took time to pose for Pandya and Samson's gesture of posing with smashing an unbeaten 111 off just 47 
photographs with the ground staff at the the ground staff drew praise for their deliveries. His innings, with 11 boundaries 
Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in humility and acknowledgment of the and 8 towering sixes, marked the second-
Hyderabad in a heartwarming gesture behind-the-scenes efforts that contribute to fastest T20I century by an Indian, trailing 
following India's emphatic victory over the smooth conduct of games.With the T20I only Rohit Sharma’s 35-ball hundred. 
Bangladesh. The pictures, which captured series now behind them, India will turn their Captain Suryakumar Yadav added to the 
the joyful moments with the dedicated attention to the upcoming three-match Test carnage, scoring 75 off 35 balls, as the duo 
ground crew, quickly went viral on social series against New Zealand, starting on powered India to a mammoth total of 297/6.
media, winning the admiration of fans across October 16 at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium India's score of 297 was the second-highest 
the country.Sanju Samson's maiden T20 in Bengaluru. India will be aiming for team total in T20I history, behind only 
International century and a dominant all- another clean sweep, which would guarantee Nepal’s 314 and ahead of Afghanistan’s 
round team performance helped India secure their spot in the World Test Championship 278/3. It was also India’s highest score in the 
a massive 133-run victory, completing a 3-0 final for the third consecutive time, format, showcasing their dominance 
whitewash over a lackluster Bangladesh on regardless of the outcome of the Border-throughout the series.Bangladesh, chasing 
Saturday. The series sweep further cemented Gavaskar series later this year.an insurmountable target, could only muster 

Hardik, Samson pose with Hyderabad 
ground staff  after India hammer Bangladesh

New Delhi.  Sanju Samson was in red-hot 
form for Team India on Saturday (October 
12) during the third T20I against 
Bangladesh, which was played at Rajiv 
Gandhi International Stadium in Hyderabad. 
The right-handed wicketkeeper-batter 
opened the innings for the hosts and top-
scored by amassing a total of 111 runs from 
47 balls. During his stay at the crease, he 
hammered 11 fours and eight sixes. It was 
due to his super show with the bat that India 
managed to post a total of 297 runs on the 
board, which in the end proved to be enough 
for Men in Blue to win the match by 133 
runs.1st Indian wicketkeeper to score 
century in T20Is: Samson created history on 
Saturday by becoming the first Indian 
wicketkeeper-batter to score century in 
T20Is. He crossed the 100-run mark with a 
boundary on the 40th ball of his inning. 
Before Samson, the record for the highest 
individual score by an Indian stumper in 
T20Is was in the name of Ishan Kishan, who 
scored 89 runs against Sri Lanka in February 
2022.1st batter to score 100 in India-
Bangladesh T20I match: The century in 

Hyderabad also helped Samson become the 
first batter to score a century in 17 T20I 
matches played so far between India and 
Bangladesh. Before Samson, the record for 
the highest individual score in an India-
Bangladesh T20I match was in the name of 
Rohit Sharma, who hammered 89 runs in 
Colombo on March 14, 2018.Most sixes in 
an India-Bangladesh T20I match: Samson 
smacked as many as eight sixes during his 
111-run knock against Bangladesh in the 
third T20I. The eight sixes helped him break 
Nitish Kumar Reddy’s record of scoring 
most sixes in an India-Bangladesh T20I 
match. Reddy smashed seven sixes for India 
during the 2nd T20I against Bangladesh, 
which was played in Delhi on October 9, 
2024.2nd fastest century by an Indian in 
T20Is. 

slotting home after a headed assist from when Silva struck the opener. Ronaldo 
Bruno Fernandes. Captain Ronaldo then calmly added a second after Le£o's 
doubled the lead 11 minutes later, scoring impressive solo run ended with a shot off 
his 133rd international goal with a first- the post, leaving Ronaldo to finish the 
time finish after Rafael Le£o's shot hit rebound.The 39-year-old forward, who 
the post.Poland pulled one back in the had already scored in Portugal's wins 
78th minute through Piotr Zielinski, who against Scotland and Croatia, netted his 
blasted the ball into the roof of the net. 11th goal of the season for club and 
However, their hopes of a comeback country. He could have added another 
were dashed when Jan Bednarek scored but opted to pass to Fernandes, who fired 
a n  o w n  g o a l  i n  t h e  c l o s i n g  over the bar.
minutes.Portugal remain top of League A Poland's best chance after the restart came 
Group One with nine points, three ahead from Lewandowski, who narrowly 

cross early on, but Portugal goalkeeper of Croatia, who came from behind to beat missed with a header. Ronaldo was 
New Delhi Portugal's Bernardo Silva and Diogo Costa reached the ball first. Portugal Scotland 2-1 earlier that day. Poland, having substituted in the 63rd minute, with Portugal 

Cristiano Ronaldo led their team to a quickly gained control, forcing Polish won 3-2 against Scotland in their opener coach Roberto Martinez continuing to 
comfortable 3-1 victory against Poland in the keeper Lukasz Skorupski into action, before losing 1-0 to Croatia, sit third with manage his playing time.Zielinski's goal 
Nations League on Saturday, maintaining particularly with a close-range effort from three points, while Scotland are yet to gave Poland hope, but they failed to create 
their perfect start in Group A1 with three Diogo Dalot and a curling shot from register a point.The match began with clear chances to level the score before 
wins from three games. Fernandes in the 14th minute.Despite Poland on the attack, with Robert Bednarek's own goal ended their two-year 

Silva opened the scoring in the 26th minute, Poland's efforts, their defense crumbled Lewandowski nearly connecting with a unbeaten.

is right now. Penny Kinsella, the former so that she was going to get rhythm. That was 
New Zealand player and women's her thing. 'If I can keep my rhythm going, 
selector would know. After all, she was then I can use that to enhance my ability to 
one of those who saw the potential in contribute both in T20 and 50 over cricket'," 
Tahuhu and selected her back in 2011. Kinsella sounded like a proud senior.

"So essentially, as a young bowler, she was Apart from her cricket, being married to 
the most challenging and aggressive of another cricketer and former New Zealand 
the bowlers," Kinsella told this daily from captain, Amy Satterthwaite, changed the 
New Zealand. "She always ran in hard. way Tahuhu started looking at her cricket. 
She always tried hard. She was pretty With the addition of their two kids, Grace 
erratic in those days. She bowled a lot of and Louie, the family is there to cheer for 
wides. But you don't see many women run Tahuhu when she is on national duty.
in like she did with that kind of intent. She "I think so because you are not living and 
was going to bowl as fast as she could and breathing cricket all the time, you have a 
she was going to try and take wickets. It's chance to move away from that. If you are 
that balance between that raw kind of pace co-dependent on cricket, to give you your SHARJAH. After taking one of the wickets 
and the need to maintain economy rates identity as a professional, it's a difficult against India in New Zealand's first match of 
was crucial," she mentioned. balance. You're on the edge of the sword all the women's T20 World Cup at Dubai 

Once Tahuhu made it to the national setup, it the time in terms of selection. And we know, International Stadium, Lea Tahuhu made a 
was not smooth sailing as she had to face because she lost her contract, that would heart sign with her hands looking at the 
multiple obstacles that included health have been devastating. And it hasn't been the dressing room."I thought she was doing it to 
concerns and being dropped from the devastating blow that it could have been if me actually," joked captain Sophie Devine 
squad. Kinsella believes that just made she didn't have those people around her," before adding "No, I think it was certainly 
Tahuhu stronger. "She has been able to Kinsella said.for Grace back home and little Louie as well, 
reinvent herself, because of what she "Bring home the World Cup, Mummy," said who's only a couple of months old. Lea is a 
learned, having entered into the New baby Grace in one of the videos published by really special person to me and to this whole 
Zealand setup. Establishing herself also ICC's social media handles. If White Ferns group," Devine said with a beaming smile on 

about cricket and knew how to prepare, she within the Canterbury setup, which was full are to do it, Tahuhu could be one of the forces her face. Devine knows the journey the Kiwi 
started to find that knack of preparing herself of really strong women, who were clever behind it.pacer has been through to get to the level she 

Cristiano Ronaldo on target as Portugal 
maintain perfect Nations League start

'Stronger' & 'special': Tahuhu's 
tale of hard work, persistence

Sanju Samson 3.0 Unlocked Making 
sense of  his Hyderabad T20I heroics

The Indian women’s cricket team will face 
six-time champions Australia in their 
fourth and last Group A match of the 
ongoing ICC Women’s T20 World Cup 
2024 on Sunday (October 13). The high-
voltage match between the two finalists of 
the 2020 edition of the tournament is 
scheduled to take place at Sharjah Cricket 
Stadium. Australia leads the Group A points 
table, whereas India sits in the No. 2 
position. The match against Australia is a 
must-win for India because a defeat can end 
their hopes of qualifying for the semi-
finals.

India is coming into Sunday’s match after 
getting the better of Sri Lanka by 82 runs in 
the last match played on Wednesday 
(October 9) in Dubai. The Women in Blue 
will be desperate to maintain the super 
show and defeat Australia.Ahead of the 
India-Australia match, here’s a look at how 
these two teams have performed against 
each other in six Women’s T20 World Cup 
matches played so far:2010: India’s first 
match in the Women’s T20 World Cup 
against Australia was played in Gros Islet 

on May 13, 2010, and in that fixture, 
Aussies hammered India by seven wickets. 
The Women in Blue could only manage to 
post a total of 119 runs on the board for the 
loss of five wickets, which the Southern 
Stars easily chased down in 18.5 overs for 
the loss of three wickets. Captain Alex 
Blackwell top-scored for the Australian 
team by remaining unbeaten on 61 runs.

2012: In the 2012 Women’s T20 World Cup 
match, Australia defeated India by 8 
wickets in Galle on September 27, 2012. 
Erin Osborne’s 3 for 13 helped Jodie Fields 
& Co. restrict India to 104 for 8 in 20 overs, 
and then Meg Lanning’s 39 and Jess 
Duffin’s 36 not out helped them achieve the 
required target for the loss of two wickets in 
17.2 overs.2018: India secured its first win 
over Australia in the Women’s T20 World 
Cup on November 17, 2018.

2 Wins & 4 Defeats: India's Record 
In Women's T20 World Cup 

Against Australia

Hyderabad. India spinner Ravi Bishnoi 
picked 3 wickets in the first chance he got 
against Bangladesh. Speaking about the 
team's mentality with the ball, Bishnoi said 
that Suryakumar Yadav told the Indian 
team that they were not defending 300 but 
170 runs.India had hammered 297 against 
Bangladesh in the first innings of the match, 
the highest T20I total by any Test-playing 
nation in the history of the game. However, 
India were aggressive with the ball in their 
defence and restricted Bangladesh to just 
164 runs."When we walked into bowl, 
Suryakumar Yadav told us that we were 
defending 160-170 and not 300 as it would 
help us prepare for matches later on which 
will have such scores. It was a good surface 
to bat on but that's the mentality we had," 
Bishnoi said.India vs Bangladesh, 3rd 
T20I: Highlights | Full Scorecard

Saba Karim, commentating for the 
broadcaster asked Bishnoi what the 
difference was between this Indian team 

and the others. Bishnoi replied that the main 
difference was the aggression and it was 
clear to see in front of everyone.

"This is the new generation, and you can see 
what the difference is. 298 runs was the 
target and look how we attacked and 
bowled them out for 160s. The approach is 
when you are on the top, be on the top," 
Bishnoi said.

"With this Indian team, we have been told by 
the management that every day is a new 
day. Once yesterday's match is done it is 
done, we cannot live with it," he further 
added.India hammered Bangladesh 3-0 in 
the T20I series. Before that, the team had 
beaten Bangladesh 2-0 in the Test series as 
well. Both victories were categorised by 
aggressive batting and bowling from the 
Indian team.

5 Records Broken By Sanju 
Samson During His 111-Run 
Knock In 3rd T20I Against 

Bangladesh

�India stars Hardik Pandya and Sanju 

Samson posed for photographs with 

the ground staff at the Rajiv Gandhi 

International Stadium in Hyderabad 

in a heartwarming gesture following 

India's series win over Bangladesh.

Suryakumar Yadav told us 
India were defending 170, not 

300: Ravi Bishnoi

Once Tahuhu made it to the 

national setup, it was not 

smooth sailing as she had to 

face multiple obstacles that 

included health concerns and 

being dropped from the squad.
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