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CJI DY Chandrachud bats
for national-level judicial recruitment

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, September 1: As 28 per

cent of the total sanctioned strength of
25,511 posts of judges in district courts
remained vacant, Chief Justice of India
DY Chandrachud on Sunday favoured a
national-level recruitment process for
streamlining the selection of judicial offi-
cers for all states and union territories.
Addressing the two-day National
Conference of District Judiciary here, the
CJI said, “At the district level vacancies in
judicial personnel stand at 28% and of non-
judicial staff at 27%. 5 In order for the dis-
posals to outweigh the institution of cases
the courts must work beyond the capacity
of 71% to 100%. To fill the vacancies, the
conference deliberated upon the criteria
for selection of judges and standardizing
the recruitment calendars for all vacan-
cies.” Justice Chandrachud said, “The
time has come now to think of national
integration by recruiting members to the
judicial services across the narrow walls
of regionalism and state-centred selec-
tions.” Currently, judges of the Supreme

Court and high courts are selected
through the Collegium system created by
the Supreme Court in 1993
and the Government’s role
is limited to checking the
antecedents of those recom-
mended for appointment as
judges. The judges of
Subordinate Courts are
selected through competi-
tive examinations conduct-
ed by state public service
commissions under the
supervision of the respec-
tive high courts where the
state governments have
very limited role. However,
Article 312 of the
Constitution empowers
Parliament to enact a law to provide for
the creation of one or more all India serv-
ices (including an all India judicial serv-
ice) common to the Union and the States.
While All India Services such as IAS, IFS
and IPS have been created, no step has
been taken for creating an AIJS. The
Centre has repeatedly told Parliament

that there’s no proposal to create an AIJS
even as it maintained that such a service

was important to strengthen the overall
justice delivery system. The Union
Justice Secretary had in May 2017 written
to the Supreme Court Secretary General
suggesting a centralized examination to
be conducted by a recruitment body such
as the Union Public Service Commission
for selection of judges in subordinate

courts. The letter has since been convert-
ed into a PIL which has remained pending

before the top court. In
November 2023, President
Droupadi Murmu had proposed
a “merit based, competitive and
transparent” All-India Judicial
Service (AIJS) to select “brilliant
youngsters and nurture and pro-
mote their talents from lower lev-
els to higher levels”. The Centre
had told Parliament in December
2021 that 13 high courts and
eight states, including Punjab
and Himachal Pradesh, have
opposed the idea of AIJS while
Haryana and Mizoram supported
it. The CJI highlighted the need
to ensure that women working in

the judiciary were made to feel welcomed
and included. “We must change the fact
that only 6.7 % of the court infrastructure
at the district level is female-friendly. Is
this acceptable today in a nation where at
the basic level of recruitment in some
states, over 60-70 % of recruits are
women?” the CJI wondered.

PM’s apology on collapse of Shivaji statue smacked
of arrogance: Uddhav Thackeray

Naresh Malhotra
Mumbai, September 1: NCP (SP) supremo

Sharad Pawar and Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Uddhav Thackeray on Sunday led a march of
Maha Vikas Aghadi from the iconic Hutatma
Chowk to Gateway of India in south Mumbai to
protest the collapse of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj's statue in Maharashtra's Sindhudurg
district. They slammed the Union and state gov-
ernments for the collapse, with Thackeray call-
ing Prime Minister Narendra Modi's apology as
one “smacking of arrogance”, while Pawar said
the episode was an example of corruption. The
statue of the 17th century Maratha warrior king
at Rajkot fort in Malvan tehsil, some 480 kilome-
tres from here, fell on August 26. It was
unveiled by PM Modi on December 4, 2023, on
the occasion of Navy Day. Addressing a gather-
ing at Gateway of India, where the protest
march culminated, Thackeray said, “Did you
notice the arrogance in the (Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's) apology? It smacked of arro-
gance. One deputy chief minister was smiling.”
“The mistake (collapse) cannot be forgiven. We
have all gathered here to demand 'BJP get out

of India',” he said at the well-attended protest
march. Asserting that people of Maharashtra
will never forgive the insult to the
legendary warrior king,
Thackeray cited the statue col-
lapse, leakages in the Ram Temple
and the new Parliament complex
to mock Modi's “guarantees”. “For
what was the PM apologising? For
the statue he inaugurated eight
months ago? For the corruption
involved? The MVA cadre must
work together to defeat the forces
that have insulted Shivaji Maharaj.
The collapse of the statue is an
insult to the soul of Maharashtra,”
he asserted. During his address in
Palghar on Friday, PM Modi had
said Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj is
not just a name or a king but a deity. “Today, I
bow my head at his feet and apologise to my
deity,” he had said. Speaking at the protest
march, Pawar said, “The collapse of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj's statue in Sindhudurg is an
example of corruption. It is an insult to all Shiv
premis (followers of the warrior king).”

Maharashtra Congress chief Nana Patole said,
much before the PM, the opposition had sought

forgiveness from the emperor for allowing such
a “Shiv drohi” (those betraying the principles of
Chhatrapati Shivaji) government to come to
power. “We have taken a pledge to never let it
happen again,” he said, adding the PM's apolo-
gy was with an eye on the upcoming state polls.
During the agitation, called 'jode maro andolan'

(hitting with slippers), Thackeray joined Shiv
Sena (UBT) and Congress leaders to hit a

poster of Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde and deputy CMs Devendra
Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar with footwear.
Kolhapur Congress MP Shahu
Chhatrapati, a descendant of the
emperor, said the latter's dignity must
be maintained at all cost. NCP (SP)
supremo Pawar, Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Thackeray, Congress state unit
chief Nana Patole and the party's
Mumbai head Varsha Gaikwad began
the protest march by laying wreaths at
Hutatma Chowk, a memorial to those
martyred in the 'Samyukta
Maharashtra' agitation. Among those
who took part in the march, which
began sometime after 11am and con-

cluded at noon, included NCP (SP) Baramati
MP Supriya Sule and MLA Anil Deshmukh. A
bust of the legendary warrior king was placed
at Hutatma Chowk, while those taking part in
the protest march carried placards denouncing
the statue collapse and shouted slogans against
the Eknath Shinde government.

Rallies, demonstrations over medic’s
rape-murder in Kolkata

Navdeep Singh Sahni
Kolkata, September 1: Film director

Aparna Sen and numerous other prominent
personalities from the Bengali film industry
on Sunday joined thousands of people in a
massive rally demanding justice for a
trainee doctor who was raped-mur-
dered at RG Kar hospital here last
month. In addition to the
‘Mahamichhil’, two other rallies took
place elsewhere in the city. While
one was organised by the alumni of
Ramakrishna Mission-run educa-
tional institutions, another involved
students and past pupils from a well-
known convent school, both echoing
the demand for justice for the medic.
At the mega rally that kicked-off at
College Square, Sen, accompanied
by fellow artistes such as Swastika
Mukherjee, Sudipta Chakraborty, Chaiti
Ghosal, Sohini Sarkar, and others, marched
along Central Avenue demanding justice for
the postgraduate trainee doctor. Asked by
reporters, the eminent actor-turned-direc-

tor said, “We are walking on the road
together, demanding justice. If needed, I
will hit the road again.” “Common people
have the right to demand answers and
know the truth. The deep-rooted anguish
comes from the bottom of our hearts. But

we have faith in the judiciary, and we are
hopeful about the investigation,” she added.
Swastika Mukherjee voiced her concern,
saying, “So many days have passed since
the August 9 incident. After one arrest, we
have not heard any further updates from

the investigating agency. The initial attempt
by the hospital administration to dismiss
the death as a suicide and the arrest of only
one person have compelled the people of
this state to come out of their homes. We
have all come together to demand justice.”

A junior doctors’ forum, which has
been protesting since the R G Kar
incident, also joined the rally. In
south Kolkata, alumni of
Ramakrishna Mission schools and
other educational institutions
marched from Golpark to Rabindra
Sadan Exide Crossing carrying ban-
ners with the message ‘Tamaso Ma
Jyotirgamaya (Lead me from dark-
ness to light), and demanded a fair,
impartial investigation and the arrest
of all those involved in the crime. In
another rally, around 300 alumni,

along with current students and guardians
from St. John’s Diocesan Girls’ Higher
Secondary School, walked from Minto Park
to the school compound before forming a
human chain near Exide Crossing along A J
C Bose Road.

Counting date changed for
poll-bound J&K, Mehbooba Mufti

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
Srinagar, Sep 1: The ECI postponed

voting in Haryana to October 5 from
October 1. As a result, the counting
for both Haryana and J&K, will be on
October 8, instead of October 4. A day
after the Election Commission
announced a new date for the count-
ing of votes in poll-bound Haryana and
Jammu & Kashmir, Mehbooba Mufti,
former chief minister of Jammu &
Kashmir, on Sunday accused the poll
panel of doing ‘what suits the BJP,’ the
ruling party at the Centre. Which
movement, led by Mahatma Gandhi,
aimed at resisting British rule
through non-violent means? “They
(ECI) do what suits the BJP. When I
contested the (Lok Sabha) elections,
they unnecessarily changed the date
(of polling). Everything is done as per the
wishes of the BJP and its proxy parties,”

she charged, according to PTI. Mufti,
who leads the PDP, was addressing
reporters at the party headquarters in
Srinagar. She was the last chief minister

of J&K before the BJP government at the
Centre, led by prime minister Narendra
Modi, withdrew the region's special sta-

tus in August 2019. The same year, it was
bifurcated and converted from a state to a
Union territory, which meant that instead
of an elected chief minister, it would be

helmed by a Centre-appointed lieu-
tenant governor. Meanwhile, the
upcoming assembly elections will
be also the first assembly polls here
since December 2014. Then, the
PDP and BJP, the largest and sec-
ond-largest parties, respectively,
formed a coalition government.
Their uneasy alliance, however,
ended in June 2018. Meanwhile,
polling for the 2024 Jammu &
Kashmir assembly elections, will be
done as per the original schedule:
September 18, 25, and October 1.
Haryana too was to vote on October
1, in a single phase. Now, Haryana

will poll on October 5 and the results for
both places will be declared on October 8,
instead of October 4.

INLD declares 7 candidates
for Haryana Assembly polls

ST Correspondent
Chandigarh, September 1:The Indian National Lok

Dal on Sunday announced seven candidates for the
upcoming Assembly election in the state on October 5.
Arjun Singh Chautala, son of Abhay Chautala and
grandson of ex-CM Om Prakash Chautala, will contest
from Rania Assembly constituency, while party’s state
chief Rampal Majra has been fielded from Kalayat. The

INLD has also fielded slain party state chief Nafe Singh
Rathi’s wife Sheela Rathi from Bahadurgarh con-
stituency. Nafe Rathi was shot dead in February, when
he was returning from Aasodha village after attending
a function. The Devi Lal clan, represented by regional
parties INLD and JJP, are banking on the legacy of
Dalit icon Kanshi Ram to stay relevant in Haryana pol-
itics after the October 5 Assembly elections. 

Himanta counters Tejashwi 
on ‘Chinese version’ barb

New Delhi, Sep 1: A shortlist of the biggest headlines,
recommended stories, and a special collection of news
items you should check out. Criticised by opposition par-
ties over the Assam assembly's move to discontinue two-
hour Friday namaz break for its Muslim members,
Assam chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Sunday
remarked that ‘comments from people’ will not make his
government stop its work. “Our work will not stop based
on the comments of people. Our work is to keep going
forward,” the BJP leader was quoted as saying by ANI.
RJD's Tejashwi Yadav, ex-deputy CM of Bihar, has been
particularly scathing towards Sarma on the namaz issue.
On Friday, he called the latter a ‘Chinese version of Yogi,’
in a veiled reference to Yogi Adityanath, who leads the
BJP government in Uttar Pradesh. Dig deeper Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar on Sunday lashed out at
some non-government organisations (NGO) over their
alleged silence on the brutal rape and murder of a 31-
year-old postgraduate trainee doctor at Kolkata's RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital on August 9. “Certain
NGOs who are on road for drop of an incident, drop of a
hat, but they are in silence mode.

KC Tyagi resigns as Janata
Dal (United) spokesperson

New Delhi, September 1: Janata Dal
(United) spokesperson KC Tyagi, whose
stand on different issues often highlighted
his party's differences with ally BJP, has
resigned, the regional party said on Sunday.
The JD(U) said in a statement that its presi-
dent and Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
has appointed Rajiv Ranjan Prasad as its
national spokesperson. However, it is
believed that frequent comments by Tyagi,
who is based in Delhi and enjoys an unlikely
high profile in the national media for a region-
al party leader due to his experience and
articulation, on central government's policies
were seen as unhelpful to the BJP-JD(U) ties.
Be it on the Uniform Civil Code, the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill or even the government's
position on the Palestine issue among other
issues, the socialist leader's outspoken stand
did not go down well many within the party
and embarrassed the BJP, sources said. With
two senior JD(U) leaders, including Union
minister Lalan Singh and its parliamentary
party leader Sanjay Jha, based in Delhi, party
sources said there is a view that the two lead-
ers should be left to shape the ties with the
BJP without frequent public interjections by
Tyagi.

Must make all efforts to change
‘culture of adjournments’ in
courts: President Murmu

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, September 1: President Droupadi

Murmu on Sunday said that efforts need to be made
to change the “culture of adjournments” in courts to
ensure swift justice. Addressing the valedictory
event of the two-day National Conference of the
District Judiciary here, she said that the pendency of

court cases is a big challenge for “all of us”. “All pos-
sible efforts need to be made to change the culture
of adjournments in courts,” she said. Murmu said all
judges of the country have the responsibility to pro-
tect justice. She said common people’s stress level
increases in courtroom settings, a phenomenon she
coined as “Black court syndrome,” and suggested it
be studied. She also expressed happiness over the
increase in the number of women judicial officers.

The Kandahar Hijack'
slammed online for 

‘changing’ terrorists' identity
New Delhi, September 1: Amid

demands by a section of social media
users for boycott of the series ‘IC 814:
The Kandahar Hijack’ for allegedly hid-
ing the real identities of the terrorists
involved in the 1999 incident, casting
director Mukesh Chhabra on Sunday
claimed the perpetrators used nick-
names for each other and proper
research was done for the show.
Directed by Anubhav Sinha, the series is
based on the 1999 hijack of an Indian air-
craft by five terrorists on December 24,
1999, 40 minutes after it took off from
Kathmandu. It started streaming on
Netflix from August 29. Using hashtags
#BoycottNetflix, #BoycottBollywood and
#IC814, many X users shared posts
claiming the makers changed the names
of the hijackers to 'Shankar' and 'Bhola'
to allegedly protect the terrorists who
belonged to a certain community. A user
accused Sinha of "deliberate distortion
of facts" as well as termed the series
"propaganda". ".... it's a vile attempt to
rewrite history, downplay the terror
inflicted by the actual hijackers, and sub-
tly glorify their actions. By reducing the
tragedy of IC 814 to a farcical narrative,
Sinha has shown where his loyalties
lie—not with the victims or the truth, but
with an insidious agenda that seeks to
whitewash the brutality of terrorism and
vilify the Hindu community," she wrote
on X. "Names of IC814 Hijackers
changed to Shankar & Bhola by @anub-
havsinha. This is how Bollywood let the
TERRORISTS WIN: #BoycottBollywood
#IC814TheKandaharHijack," wrote
another. "IC 814 Terrorists names -
Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh, Masood
Azhar and Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar. In
Movie - Shankar & Bhola!" read a post.
Chhabra, a prominent casting director in
the industry, said the terrorists used
"nicknames or fake names" to address
each other. "I am reading so many tweets
about the names of the hijackers. We did
the proper research. They used to call
each other by those names—nicknames
or fake names, whatever you want to call
them." "And thank you, everyone, for
loving the ensemble cast. A big thank
you to my team, and especially to
Anubhav Sinha for trusting us and giving
me the freedom to explore. #IC814
#Netflix," he wrote on X. 



Authorities need to pull up socks, keep people in focus

Conductor stabbed to death in 
moving bus at Kochi's Kalamassery

BHUBANESWAR: With members cutting across 
party lines voicing concern over inferior quality 
ready-to-eat chhatua being supplied to children, 
pregnant and lactating women, and out-of-school 
adolescent girls under supplementary nutrition 
programme, Speaker Surama Padhy on Saturday 
directed the state government to give a statement 
on the action taken against the agencies for the 
irregularities in the last five years.The directive to 
deputy chief minister and Women and Child 
Development minister Pravati Parida came after 
members from the Opposition and treasury 
benches jointly alleged massive corruption in 
supply of the nutritious cereal mix even after the 
change of government in the state.Promising 
stringent action, Parida requested members to give 
specific instances of corruption or low quality 
chhatua being supplied to the beneficiaries. “If 
there is any complaint against a specific chhatua 
brand, I will direct a departmental inquiry,” she 
said.Replying to a question from BJP MLA from 
Bangiriposi Sanjali Murmu, the minister said 
implementation of take home ration (THR) has 
been decentralised by engaging local self-help 
groups (SHGs) in preparation and supply of 
chhatua to anganwadi centres (AWCs). Senior 
officers of the district administration and 
Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) 
functionaries remain present in the ration units 
during the mixing procedure.

Parida said, the Jaanch committee, a grassroot-level 
monitoring unit having representation of local 
villagers, and the Mothers’ committee monitor the 
supply of THR at the AWCs by the SHGs and 
distribution of the same to the beneficiaries. They 
also visit the households to monitor the quality of 
supply, consumption and counsel the beneficiaries 
on the benefits of THR.BJP MLA from Simulia 
Padmalochan Panda alleged massive corruption in 
the supply of THR and said the suppliers were 
getting protection from department officials. He 
urged the minister to order a special audit of the 
supply of THR.Senior Congress member Tara 
Prasad Bahinipati, BJP MLAs Nihar Mahananda 
and Sidhant Mohapatra also pointed out that not 
only chhatua but other items supplied under THR 
were also of inferior quality and urgent measures 
are needed to stop it.

Odisha a better place to invest in defence sector: IPICOL Executive Director

VIZIANAGARAM: Siblings Vizianagaram for the past 11 
Mokara Sri Rupya (18) and years and made combat sports a 
Mokara Renuka Srikarini (16) part of their daily routine. 
f rom Vizianagaram have Renuka, who aspires to become 
emerged as national players in a police officer, practises 
t aekwondo  and  fenc ing ,  taekwondo every morning at 5 
showcasing their passion for am with her father, Srinivasa 
combat sports at a young Babu, an outsourcing employee 
age.Their achievements include in the forest department and a 
numerous medals in State and nat ional- level  taekwondo 
national tournaments, with Sri participant. Despite financial 
Rupya winning nine medals in constraints, Srinivasa Babu is 
fencing, including two silver, determined to see his daughters 
and Renuka securing 25 medals excel internationally in both 
in taekwondo, including 21 gold. sports.Renuka recently won a 

Daughters of the couple, Srinivasa gold medal at the Open National 
Babu and Jhansi Laxmi, the duo Cadet Taekwondo Kuriyogi 
have been training under coach Championship 2024 in Tamil 
N e e l a m s e t t i  R a v i  i n  Nadu and the 40th Junior.

Andhra Pradesh: Vizianagaram sisters 
excel in taekwondo, fencing

News box

THOOTHUKUDI: Two persons were killed 
and four others were injured following an 
explosion at a firecracker storage unit at 
Kurippankulam village near Srivaikuntam 
on Saturday.The victims, Muthu Kannan 
(21) of Arasakulam and Vijay (25) of 
Nazareth, were charred to death, while four 
others, Selvam (21) of Puliankulam, Prasad 
(20) of Chembur, C Chendurkani (45) and S 
Muthumari (41) of Chinnamathikoodal, 
sustained severe burns.Sources said the 
accident occurred reportedly due to a short 
circuit. Fire and rescue personnel from 
Srivaikuntam were pressed in to douse the 
blaze.Villagers said they heard a deafening 
noise after the blast. However, as the 
godown is situated in a remote place, the 
fire did not spread to any residential areas. 
Firecrackers worth lakhs of rupees were 
stored at the godown, sources said.Selvam 
and Prasad were admitted to the Tirunelveli 
Medical  College Hospital ,  while 
Chendurkani and Muthumari were 
admitted to the Sathankulam government 
hospital.

Tiruchendur RDO Guruchandran visited the 
spot and held an inquiry.Meanwhile, Chief 
Minister MK Stalin expressed his 
c o n d o l e n c e s  a n d  a n n o u n c e d  a  
compensation of `3 lakh each for the two 
deceased and ̀ 1 lakh for each of the injured.

Two die, four injured in 
Thoothukudi cracker 
unit blast

BENGALURU: Leader of Opposition in the 
Assembly R Ashoka slammed the Congress 
for taking out the ‘Raj Bhavan Chalo’, 
terming it an attempt to divert attention from 
all the scams.The BJP leader told the media 
that when the case is in court, the Congress 
leaders are protesting to put pressure on Raj 
Bhavan. He said that the BJP has made it 
clear that it will not destabilise the 
government, and yet the Congress leaders 
are repeatedly talking about it.“Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah has lost the trust of 
136 Congress MLAs and that is the reason he 
is also talking about attempts to destabilise 
his government,” the BJP leader said.

Ashoka said the governor gave permission to 
prosecute the CM in the MUDA case after 
consulting legal experts and verifying the 
facts, but the Congress leaders are talking as 
if such permission has been given for the first 
time in the state. “Permission was given to 
prosecute BS Yediyurappa too. Who was in 
power at the Centre at that time? Had the 
Congress made Raj Bhavan their party office 
at that time,” he questioned. Ashoka said “if 
they call Raj Bhavan the BJP office, they will 
term Vidhana Soudha as the Congress 
office”.

Raj Bhavan march to 
divert attention from 
scams: Karnataka LoP 
Ashoka

VIJAYAWADA: At just 14, artistic skater P 
Chaitra Deepika has big dreams. After 
winning three medals in Solo Dance, Free 
Skating and Quartet formats at the 2nd 
India Skate Games 2024, held at Pollachi 
in Tamil Nadu, Chaitra has set her sights on 
the Los Angeles 2028 Olympics.Born to 
PR Satish and P Lalitha Devi in 
Visakhapatnam, Chaitra has been residing 
in Vijayawada since 2018. A Class IX 
student of N St Mathew’s Public School, 
she is among top 10 in her class. While her 
father works as a superintendent at 
RGUKT - Nuzvid, her mother is a 
h o m e m a k e r.  R e f l e c t i n g  o n  h e r  
achievements, her mother said, “We are 
immensely proud of Chaitra’s dedication 
and hard work. Her passion for skating 
drives her to excellence. We will continue 
to support her every step of the 
way.”Chaitra’s skating journey began 
when she was just five years old. She draws 
inspiration from Panchada Satyanarayana, 
popularly known as Satyam, a coach for 
Team India in artistic skating. Under his 
guidance, Chaitra honed her skills at the 
S h i v a j i  P a r k  S k a t i n g  R i n k  i n  
Visakhapatnam, gradually solidifying her 
position in the national circuit at the age of 
11.

Since 2018, Chaitra has bagged 37 medals 
across  var ious  tournaments  and 
championships in India and China. One of 
her most notable achievements was 
securing a gold medal in pair skating at the 
19th Asian Roller Skating Championship 
held in Beijing, China in 2023.Reflecting 
her determination to continue representing 
India on the global stage, Chaitra said, “My 
aim is to bag a medal at the Los Angeles 
2028 Olympics.”Former Vice President of 
India M Venkaiah Naidu, current Governor 
of Andhra Pradesh Syed Abdul Nazeer and 
former Governor of Andhra Pradesh 
Biswabhusan Harichandan congratulated 
Chaitra for her recent success.t

Vijayawada artistic 
skater sets her sights 
on the Los Angeles 
2028 Olympics.

Odisha Speaker directs minister to 
update Assembly on action against 

substandard chhatua supply
from Shoolagiri block that reported KRISHNAGIRI:  A to ta l  of  144 
leptospirosis are Kottayur, Shoolagiri, leptospirosis cases have been reported 
Kamandoddi, and others. Sometimes from Krishnagiri district in the last eight 
people can get infected when their months, which is the highest in the past 
broken skin comes in contact with nine years. Sources from the health 
contaminated water. Also, if people find department told TNIE, “144 leptospirosis 
blood in their urine, they should cases have been reported from Krishnagiri 
immediately visit health care centres. A this year starting from January. However, 
drug called doxycycline is also given to last year only 32 cases were reported and 
the infected people.” Shoolagiri Block in 2021, 33 cases were reported. Out of the 
Development Officer (scheme) K 144 cases, Shoolagiri recorded 22 cases, 
Murugan told TNIE that they were Veppanahalli-19, Krishnagiri-19, Hosur 

vomiting, etc.”He added, “This sickness is unaware of the infection. However, the City Municipal Corporation-15, and 
mostly spread to humans from cattle farms health department has conducted a Bargur recorded 15 cases.”When TNIE 
and through rodent urine. Hence, people training programme for the panchayat contacted Krishnagiri District Health 
should not walk barefoot during monsoon, secretaries about the usage of chlorination Officer G Ramesh Kumar, he said, 
drink boiled water, and chlorinate their in water tanks and the prevention of “Leptospirosis is a zoonotic disease 
water tanks and cattle farms. If people are infection.S Elangovan, regional joint caused by a bacteria called Leptospira, 
infected with fever, more than five tests director of the Animal Husbandry which spreads through the urine of 
are conducted. If people fail to take department said that they have not infected animals. A person can get 
treatment for leptospirosis, it can lead to received any information about infected infected through contaminated water or 
jaundice and that could affect the kidney cattle. However, if they find any cattle soil in which animal urine is mixed. The 
and liver.”Shoolagiri Block Medical with symptoms, samples will be sent to a symptoms seen in an affected person are 
Officer N M Vennila said, “A few villages laboratory to diagnose it.high fever, headache, abdominal pain, 

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. The bus was nearly empty as it A conductor was stabbed sole witnessKOCHI: 
“The murder occurred around KOCHI: The bus ‘Hidhayath approached its final stop, with to death inside a moving private 

12.30pm when the bus reached Asthra’ was nearing the end only a few womenb u s  a t  H M T  J u n c t i o n ,  
Kalamassery Junction. The of its shuttle service from  passengers and myself on board. As Kalamassery, on Saturday. 
suspect, who had parked his Kakkanad to Kalamassery. we neared HMT Junction, the Aneesh Peter, 34, the conductor of 
scooter nearby, waited for the When it approached its final women prepared to disembark, the bus ‘Hidhayath Asthra,’ which 
bus, entered it, and carried out stop at HMT Junction, a man while the conductor stood near the operates on the Kalamassery 
the stabbing as planned,” said a rushed into the bus through front door, chatting with the driver. Medical College- Kakkanad route, 
police officer from the the backdoor, shouting, “I When the bus finally halted at the and a resident of Rajakumari, 
Kalamassery police station. will show you.”In a matter of destination and the women exited, Idukki, succumbed to injuries 
The suspect fled the scene seconds, he stabbed the a man suddenly rushed into the later.

between the murderer, his live-in immediately after committing conductor with a knife which bus through the backdoor with a \The masked assailant fled the scene 
girlfriend, and the bus conductor.”the crime, and the victim died on he had kept in his hand, and fled knife in hand, shouting, ‘I will immediately after the attack. 

The police are reviewing all the way to the hospital, the officer the scene, disappearing into the show you.’ The conductor barely However, the accused, Minoop 
available evidence, including added.Responding to the incident, crowd — Ashkar, the sole had time to turn around before the Biju, a resident of Kalamassery, 
CCTV footage, he said. He noted the  Thr ikkakara  ass i s tan t  e y e w i t n e s s ,  r e c a l l e d  t h e  first stab struck his neck. The was later taken into custody in 
that the witnesses and public commissioner Baby P V said, “We harrowing moment he had to go assailant pulled the knife back and connection with the murder. 
could not intervene or apprehend have some leads on the accused through. Even as he recounted the stabbed him again. On the third According to police sources, 
the suspect from the spot because and are close to making an arrest incident to TNIE, his voice attempt, the conductor tried to personal vengeance may have 
they were too shocked by the after verifying certain details. Our trembled because of the shock of defend himself, but the blade been the motive behind the 
incident.p r e l imina ry  i nves t i ga t i on  what he had witnessed — a cold- found his shoulder this time. The murder, and a case has been 

It took me a few moments to grasp suggests that the incident was the blooded murder.“I was on my way entire attack lasted barely 25 registered under charges of 
what had happened, says the result of a personal dispute from Kakkanad to Kalamassery. seconds,” recalled Ashkar.murder in accordance with the 

and expertise before the state embarks on ambitious Karnataka. The horrific incident of a 76-year-old retired 
projects like tunnel roads or the sky deck.Since January teacher on a morning walk being mauled to death by stray 
this year, over 16,800 dog bite cases have been reported dogs has shaken our collective conscience. Just a thought 

in the state capital, which has a of what happened to her in a city like 
stray dog population of over Bengaluru sends shivers down the 
2.79 lakh. While the officials spine, ushering in a sense of 
may claim that incidents of dog indignation.The unfortunate incident 
bites and the population of stray should open our eyes to the state of 
dogs have reduced over the affairs — not just the stray dog menace, 
years, the latest case only shows but all the problems plaguing our cities 
that the situation has only and towns. Many of the problems may 
worsened with citizens having have always been there, and they may 
to worry about their safety even not be unique to Bengaluru alone, as 
during morning walks. A senior most cities face such issues, too. But, 
official, who worked with the that is no excuse for not taking a 

civic agency for several decades, said he had never heard dispassionate view of the situation, and demanding that 
of any adult being mauled to death by stray dogs in the corrective measures be taken up.The stray dogs’ issue the 
city.The civic authorities seem to have failed to keep the challenges of handling the humongous quantities of 
canine numbers under check with the effective waste generated daily the condition of roads in many 
implementation of the Animal Birth Control (ABC) localities; and the flooding of low-lying areas and 
programme. The ABC programme has to be a continuous underpasses that endanger motorists’ lives should be 
process without a break.’addressed on a war-footing with all available resources 

 

Kerala: Tusker Murivalan battles for 
life after fight with Chakkakomban

the body of Murivalan and he was started antibiotics, but the condition of the KOCHI: Murivalan, one of the two tuskers 
bleeding profusely. The elephant was very elephant is serious and it is not able to that have been raiding the villages of 
weak and he trudged his way through consume food,” said Devikulam range Anayirangal and Chinnakanal in Idukki 
Montfort School to Gundumala and officer P V Vegi.district, is struggling to survive after a fight 
finally reached 60 Acre area, where he with Chakkakomban, the dominant male ‘Chakkakomban is young & stronger’
collapsed. The animal is very weak and elephant of the area. Murivalan, which was Though many herds enter the human 
may not survive,” said Sabu a resident of brutally gored by Chakkakomban, hab i t a t ions  o f  Anay i ranga l  and  
Chinnakanal.“The tusk of Chakkakomban sustained around 15 injuries on its body, Chinnakanal, Chakkakomban has been the 
has pierced deep and one of the injuries is with one being deep.On Friday, the dominating male elephant of the area since 
very big. A rapid response team has been elephant collapsed in the 60 Acre Shola the translocation of Arikomban from the 
monitoring the elephant for the past one forest area, following which forest officials area around 16 months ago.“Both 
week and we brought a doctor on Friday brought a doctor who administered elephant surviving are grim as the wounds elephants are dangerous and have attacked 
after the elephant collapsed. The left hind antibiotics.Minister A K Saseendran said have developed infection, with pus oozing local residents many times. But 
leg of the elephant has paralysed and we three veterinarians -- Dr Arun Zachariah, out of the wounds.“The two tuskers Chakkakomban is the dominant elephant 
suspect nerve injury or fracture. The Dr Sibi and Dr Anuraj -- have been deputed engaged n a fight near Singukandam area of the area. Murivalan is around 50-years-
animal is unable to take food and we have to provide medical aid to the elephant. But on July 21. It was a fierce battle that lasted old while Chakkakomban is young and 
been giving water and glucose. We have forest officials said the chances of the for four days. There were wounds all over stronger,” said Sabu.

144 leptospirosis cases in eight months in Krishnagiri

take budding entrepreneurs on BHUBANESWAR: Executive 
industry tours.Founder of director of IPICOL Kalyan Mohanty 
Corrosion Protection Pvt Ltd said Odisha is a better place to 
Gyan Ranjan Mohanty invest in defence and aerospace 
highlighted the opportunities and manufacturing sector with its 
challenges faced by the state in existing defence establishments of 
producing defence equipment. In national importance.In a panel 
the discussion on logistics and discussion on three-day ‘Resurgent 
transportation infrastructure, MD Odisha-2024’, organised by Utkal 
of Hunch Mobility (Aviation) Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Amit Dutta.Limited (UCCIL) here on Saturday, 

Mohanty said the Odisha  stressed the importance of the cost of land, building, plant and 
government is laying emphasis on constructing small helipads to provide machinery to the special purpose vehicle 
defence and aerospace as these are key relief and medical supplies to hard to for setting up the aerospace and defence 
areas for the state’s industrial growth. reach areas. Group advisor of Adani park,” he said.

Ports and SEZ Subrat Tripathy spoke “The state’s aerospace and defence The experts emphasised the importance of 
about the rapid evolution of manufacturing policy is one of the best start-ups in the sector, understanding the 
transportation systems due to in the country. Among several measures, quality required by the Department of 
technological advancements.it proposes to subsidise up to 50 pc of Defence. They underscored the need to 
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place of worship, etc) of BNS and 
began to investigate.

On Saturday, officials were conducting 
checks in the Phase-3 area when 
Pushpendra and Golu arrived on a 
motorcycle without a number plate. 
When officials stopped them, they 
tried to flee and Pushpendra fired at 
the police. Police returned fire and 
Pushpendra was shot on his leg. They 
were nabbed, and their motorcycle, a 
pistol, and 35 mobile phones were 
seized.

"During interrogation, they revealed 
that their friend Ravindra, an 
electrician, had recently worked at 
the warehouse and told them about 
the warehouse," said Hirdesh 
Katheriya, ADCP (central Noida). 
The other two then broke into the 
warehouse and stole the devices in 
the intervening night of Aug 23-24. In 
exchange for the information, they complaint from Dinesh Sahu, a Noida: Three men were arrested on Saturday 
g a v e  R a v i n d r a  f i v e  m o b i l e  resident of Sector 69, that mobile for stealing multiple mobile phones from a 
phones."Ravindra was later arrested phones of different brands were warehouse earlier this month. They 
from his house," said ADCP stolen from the warehouse of his engaged in a gunfight with the police, in 
Katheriya. He added that Ravindra company, MIS 3S Touch Service which one of them was injured. About 35 
has a criminal history with more than Solution. CCTV camera footage had mobile phones have been recovered from 
10 cases registered against him, while captured the suspects' images. their possession.
Golu has two cases. Pushpendra has a Officials registered a case under The suspects are Pushpendra (23), Golu 
history of theft. Further investigation Section 305(A) (theft in a dwelling Kumar (20), and Ravindra alias Kale 
into the case is underway.house, or means of transportation or (26On Aug 25, Phase-3 police received a 

Man extorts money from Chinese loan app users, held

Three held for stealing phones from warehouse

Gurgaon. This Aug was the wettest that the Haryana, including Gurgaon, which by Chandigarh, which logged 351.6mm was influenced by the active Arabian Sea 
city has seen in over a decade, recording experienced higher rainfall. Although the in Aug, 23% higher than its normal for the branch, leading to intensified activity 
nearly 340mm of rain, a surplus of 84% Bay of Bengal branch was also active, the month. around Rajasthan and adjoining areas of 
more than normal for the month weather system from the Arabian Sea Haryana, including Gurgaon, which Gurgaon: This Aug was the wettest that the 
(185.1mm).It was in sharp contrast to dominated. In Gurgaon, there were a few experienced higher rainfall. Although the city has seen in over a decade, recording 
recent years, when Aug usually fell short intense rainfall spells, particularly in Bay of Bengal branch was also active, the nearly 340mm of rain, a surplus of 84% 
of normal levels of rainfall. In 2023, isolated pockets, which, though brief, weather system from the Arabian Sea more than normal for the month 
Gurgaon recorded a 62% deficit in were heavy," said Surender Paul, director dominated. In Gurgaon, there were a few (185.1mm).It was in sharp contrast to 
rainfall, and in 2022, the shortfall was of India Meteorological Department intense rainfall spells, particularly in recent years, when Aug usually fell short 
65%.Since 2013, the city ended in (IMD), Chandigarh.Paul said the isolated pockets, which, though brief, of normal levels of rainfall. In 2023, 
surplus in Aug once before — in 2020, monsoon trough was positioned closed to were heavy," said Surender Paul, director Gurgaon recorded a 62% deficit in 
when the month received 292.3mm of NCR, which also led to regular spells of of India Meteorological Department rainfall, and in 2022, the shortfall was 
rainfall, 51% higher than normal for that r a in f a l l . "Add i t i ona l l y,  wes t e rn  (IMD), Chandigarh.Paul said the 65%.Since 2013, the city ended in 
period.The lowest was recorded in 2014, disturbances in August enhanced rainfall monsoon trough was positioned closed to surplus in Aug once before — in 2020, 
when Gurgaon recorded just 11.8mm of activity. Circulation and depression areas NCR, which also led to regular spells of when the month received 292.3mm of 
rainfall, a deficit of 94%. The second formed during this period, along with r a in f a l l . "Add i t i ona l l y,  wes t e rn  rainfall, 51% higher than normal for that 
lowest was in 2017 as Aug saw 33.4mm convection over the Arabian Sea, disturbances in August enhanced rainfall period.The lowest was recorded in 2014, 
of rainfall, falling short by 82% of the intensifying cyclonic circulation. The activity. Circulation and depression areas when Gurgaon recorded just 11.8mm of 
normal.Meteorologists said on Saturday convergence of systems from both the formed during this period, along with rainfall, a deficit of 94%. The second 
that excess rain this Aug was because of Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal created a convection over the Arabian Sea, lowest was in 2017 as Aug saw 33.4mm 
the monsoon system, which was active in combination of factors that resulted in the intensifying cyclonic circulation. The of rainfall, falling short by 82% of the 
the region this month. Most of July was region's abundant rainfall," the IMD convergence of systems from both the normal.Meteorologists said on Saturday 
dry till its last week."This year's monsoon official said.Across Haryana too, Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal created a that excess rain this Aug was because of 
was influenced by the active Arabian Sea Gurgaon logged the third highest rainfall. combination of factors that resulted in the the monsoon system, which was active in 
branch, leading to intensified activity At 386.8mm, Nuh recorded the highest region's abundant rainfall," the IMD the region this month. Most of July was 
around Rajasthan and adjoining areas of with surplus rainfall at 108%, followed official said.dry till its last week."This year's monsoon 

An 84% surplus: This Aug is the 
wettest city has seen in 10 years

Gurgaon. A man was arrested in Sector extorted. After receiving the money, he apps are mostly based in China, who 
24 on Saturday for allegedly issuing would block the victims' mobile employ locals to threaten people to 
threats and extorting money from numbers. The police team which upload their personal or morphed 
people who had taken loans through a arrested him recovered a mobile phone photos and videos on social media and 
Chinese app.The accused — identified and a SIM card from his possession," send them to relatives as well if they 
as Deepak Yadav from Rewari — got a said ACP (cybercrime) Priyanshu failed to make the payment.City police 
list of names and numbers of targets Diwan.Police zeroed in on Yadav had busted a call centre in 2021 
who had taken loans from a person on while probing a case recently operating in Gurgaon which was 
Telegram, police said. He would then registered at Cyber (east) police station extorting money from users of one 
make the calls to extort the money. The under section 318 (4) (cheating and such app. The app was providing small 
accused would get a commission on dishonestly inducing the delivery of loans of Rs 2,000 to Rs 5,000 for a 
the amount of money he managed to property) of the BNS.In 2021, several short term and deducted service 
extort.During interrogation, police people committed suicide across the charges as well as interest of Rs 600 to 
found that Yadav was working on country following continuous bullying Rs 1,200.While applying for loans, the 
behalf of cyber fraudsters operating by recovery agents of similar Chinese app users downloaded it from Google 
from outside the country for the past loan apps. The apps collect personal Play Store and provided details like 
three months. data of users such as their names, email ID, name, address, and PAN and 

address, mobile numbers, all phone Aadhaar details. The accused, through "Yadav had been receiving names and 
contact details, as well as access their the app, also collected personal data mobile numbers on Telegram of people 
photos and videos through the phones such as SMSes, location, data from who had taken loans through a Chinese 
on which they are downloaded. This phone storage, calendar, photos and app. He would then call these 
data is then used to bully and threaten videos. They used this data to put individuals, threaten them, and extort 
the victims into paying large amounts pressure on the borrowers if they money. In return, he received a 
of money.The masterminds of these delayed repaying loans.commission based on the amount 

Centre for animals displaced by 
Noida airport is now ‘permanent’

blackbucks and birds. It could also serve Noida: A rescue centre for animals and 
as a temporary facility for big cats and birds displaced by the Noida airport's 
provide medical care for them," the DFO construction will now be established as a 
told TOI.Nilgai, blackbucks, Indian permanent facility near Dhanauri 
gazelle, monkeys, golden jackals, jungle wetland.Originally intended as a 
cats and sarus cranes are present in and temporary centre, its lease period was 
around the site. As per a WII report, extended from five to 30 years at a June 
blackbucks and sarus cranes are the two 28 meeting led by the then chief secretary 
key species found on the land acquired DK Mishra to meet the Central Zoo 
for the international airport.Authority's norms that make a minimum 

A survey of the 1,334 hectares, where the lease period of 10 years for such 
first phase of the airport is coming up, facilities.
and an adjacent 10km to 25km radius of DFO Pramod Srivastava said the UP chief 
the area found 258 blackbucks and 76 secretary has agreed to extend the lease 
sarus cranes.YEIDA CEO Arun Vir period and directed the Yamuna 
Singh said the rescue centre is proposed Expressway Industrial Development 
to be built over 10 hectares — five Authority (YEIDA) to formalise a 30-
hectares each to be contributed by year lease deed. The lease can be 
YEIDA and the forest department — and r e n e w e d  t h e r e a f t e r ,  i f  
is estimated to cost around Rs 5 crore, n e c e s s a r y. A c c o r d i n g  t o  f o r e s t  
which will be borne by Noida department officials, a shorter lease 
International Airport Ltd (NIAL), a govt could jeopardise the project's approval 
agency overseeing the airport project. Of and lead to a wastage of govt resources, 
this, an estimated Rs 74 lakh is to be as the need for such a centre is expected technical committee is yet to review the "While multiple govt agencies are eligible, 
allocated for an animal hospital and Rs 21 to persist due to ongoing human-animal proposal, the DFO said.Once approved, the forest department has recommended 
lakh for a quarantine centre. The facility conflicts in the region. the project will be forwarded to the YEIDA as the executing agency. After the 

The construction, however, awaits is proposed to have separate enclosures ministry of environment and forest for facility is built, the forest department will 
approval from the Central Zoo Authority for species like monkeys, blue cows and final clearance, and subsequently, the manage its operations.Given the current 
(CZA). While the CZA's drawing blackbucks. Annual maintenance is state govt will decide on the agency that budget, the centre will primarily cater to 
committee has given a go-ahead, its expected to cost Rs10 lakh.will construct the project. smaller animals like antelopes, nilgai, 

Road to condo cratered for a 
decade, flat owners protest

Gurgaon.Flat owners from Unitech Residences in 
Sector 33 hit the streets on Saturday, seeking 
immediate repair of the approach road that has 
been lying in disrepair for around a decade now.

Carrying banners that read "no road, no vote", 
"road or a leap, give us a proper road!" and "fill 
the potholes, our patience is over!", the residents 
criticised the authorities for their failure to 
address civic grievances.

The road, constructed in 2014 by the developer, 
has deteriorated severely over the past few 
years, causing daily challenges for over 4,000 
families. Autos and cabs often refuse service due 
to the dangerous conditions, and even 
emergency vehicles struggle to navigate the 
area.Shilpi Gupta, a homemaker, expressed her 
frustration, saying, "Every day is a struggle as 
cabs and autos refuse to come to our society. 
What worries me the most is the safety of my 
kids, as the school buses refuse to ply this road 
and drop kids on the main road. Even during 
rain, they come home soaked. We are 
completely frustrated with the apathy of both the 
govt and the developer."The residents said they 
have repeatedly raised the issue with the 
developer, district administration, MCG, and 
local representatives, but no action has been 
taken.Pankaj Agarwal, another resident, said, 
"We are done with false promises. If the 
authorities don't act now, we are ready to boycott 
the upcoming election. We are firm in our stand: 
no road, no vote."Vulnerable residents, 
including pregnant women and those with 
newborns, face significant hardships. Deepali 
Chawla, a new mother, shared, "After my C-
section, I had to walk home because driving is 
too painful. Even now, reaching the hospital or 
going for just a walk is difficult."

The Unitech management had assured residents 
earlier that the road would be reconstructed 
subject to approval from the Supreme Court. A 
tender has been allocated, but work has yet to 
begin.Vikram Bishnoi, president of the 
Residences Apartments Buyers Association, 
stated, "We are fed up with Unitech's slow 
response. They must address residents' issues on 
the ground, not just from the boardroom."

Another resident, Pragnya Arun, said her son 
recently underwent a surgery which made it very 
tough for him to walk. "But due to the terrible 
road conditions, the cab refused to come to our 
society, and he was forced to walk from the main 
road to our home. This situation has put my son's 
recovery at risk," she added.Ashok Yadav, CEO 
of Unitech Limited, acknowledged the delay, 
saying, "We have bifurcated the work related to 
Unitech projects into various lots and are 
finalising the fourth lot, which includes this 
road. Once approved by the Supreme Court, 
repairs will begin. We will carry out temporary 
repairs till then."

News box

Gurgaon. A Palwal court sentenced two persons to life 
imprisonment for the murder of a youngster in Hathin 
on Holi four years back. The duo, Ranbir alias Ballo and 
Bedan alias Ved Prakash, armed with knives, had 
barged into the house of the victim on March 10, 2020, 
said district attorney Vikas Sharma.

Ranbir stabbed Satish in the chest to death. Bedan 
attacked his wife when she intervened, and Ranbir 
attacked Satish's father as well before fleeing. 
According to police, the situation escalated after the duo 
had a heated argument with Satish while playing Holi.

Public Prosecutor Sumit Saini said that both the accused 
and the victim were from the Reendhka village and 
added that the duo targeted Satish and his family 
intentionally. Despite the accused's claims of innocence, 
they could not present any evidence in their defense. 
The next day after the incident, Ranbir was arrested. 
During interrogation, he admitted his involvement in 
the crime and helped police recover the knife used for 
the murder.A case was registered under IPC sections 
324 (voluntarily causing hurt), 323 (punishment for 
voluntarily causing hurt), 302 (punishment for murder), 
and 34 (common intention) and relevant sections of the 
Arms Act at the police station in Hathin, Palwal. In his 
order on Friday, Palwal session judge Puneesh Jindia 
denied leniency to the accused, considering their age, 
character, and the nature of the crime.

Two handed life term for 2020 
Holi murder

Gurgaon. Candidates have already written their Group C 
and D exams conducted by the Haryana Staff Selection 
Commission (HSSC), but they will have to wait till the 
Assembly poll results to know their outcome. HSSC 
chairperson Himmat Singh announced that the results 
could not be announced anytime soon because of the 
model code.HSSC chairman Himmat Singh said that 
exams for approximately 24,800 posts have been 
conducted."The decision regarding the declaration of 
results rests with the Election Commission. Because of 
adherence to the code of conduct, the Election 
Commission has current-ly refrained from authorising 
the release of results," he said.

Singh added that the results of five groups will be 
declared only after the conclusion of the assembly 
elections. He also cautioned the students against relying 
on social media and urged them not to believe any false 
information regarding the exams. He further mentioned 
that the CET exam has not been conducted since 2022, 
and it is likely to take place between Oct and Dec this 
year.Earlier this week, youths took to the streets to 
protest against the freeze on govt recruitment. They 
staged demonstrations at various locations. The 
Election Commission had halted the recruitment 
process for 5,600 posts of constables in the Haryana 
Police and 76 posts of TGT and PTI following a 
complaint by Congress MP Jairam Ramesh. 
Subsequently, the protesters reached the MLA Hostel in 
Chandigarh and created a commotion outside the 
residence of Bhupendra Singh Hooda.

Ghaziabad: A 21-year-old man was arrested from 
the service road near the railway station in the 
Muradnagar area on Friday for smuggling opium to 
Delhi-NCR, Haryana, and Punjab. Around 2.5 kg 
of opium, worth more than Rs 55 lakh, was 
recovered from Rahul Kumar Dangi, a resident of 
Jharkhand, who allegedly went from being a tractor 
driver to a drug smuggler in pursuit of financial 
relief, a police official said on Saturday. Rahul told 
the police that the promise of quick and substantial 
money through opium smuggling became an 
escape from poverty. "Rahul, a Class 12 pass-out, 
was working as a tractor driver in his village fields, 
earning Rs 300 a day. His family was struggling to 
make ends meet when his school friend Pritam, also 
from Jharkhand, lured him into the smuggling 
world with the promise of a better income. After 
joining the smuggling gang, he earned Rs 20,000 
for every trip he made to another state to deliver 
opium," said Sachchidanand, additional deputy 
commissioner of police (Crime).Rahul also 
mentioned that after working for the gang for a 
while, he started smuggling opium from Jharkhand 
to Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, and Delhi-NCR 
on his own for better profits."Rahul said that the 
demand for opium has increased in the Delhi-NCR 
area, and he has been smuggling opium for a year. 
Depending on the amount of opium he needs to 
carry, he takes either a bus or a train, and each time 
he uses different routes to avoid getting caught.

21-year-old held with opium 
worth Rs 55 lakh

Group C & D job results only 
after polls

Gzb to get 3rd centre to 
sterilise stray dogs

Ghaziabad. With increasing cases of stray dog bites, 
GMC has decided to come up with a third animal birth 
control centre (ABC) in Siddharth Vihar. Currently, the 
city has just one fully functional ABC in Nandgram and 
the second, which is in the works in the city zone, is 
expected to become operational by Feb.

Once the Siddharth Vihar centre is set up, the three ABCs 
combined will have the capacity to sterilise 150 dogs 
per day as opposed to the current 30 sterilisations being 
carried out daily."The state govt has approved the 

setting up of an ABC in 
Vijay Nagar zone. A piece 
of land, of 300 sq m, has 
been identified for the 
purpose in Siddharth 
Vihar. The centre will 
come up at a cost of Rs 
2 . 4 3  c r o r e .  O n c e  
operational, over 50 
sterilisations can be 
carried out here in a day," 
s a i d  A n u j  S i n g h ,  

veterinary officer, GMC.Given the increasing 
population of stray dogs, the council is planning to set 
up one ABC in each of its five zones.

As per a 2021 GMC survey, there are around 48,000 stray 
dogs in the city and of these, 33,000 have been 
sterilised. "We have managed to sterilise over 60% of 
the stray dogs in the city. Our aim is to push up this 
number as much as possible so that we can bring down 
dog bite cases in the city," Singh said.

New Delhi, Monday, 2 September 2024

Intellectual Punjabi Chamber
of Commerce Felicitated

S.Tarvinder Singh Marwah
Simranjit Makkar 

New Delhi: Heartiest Congratulations to
S.Tarvinder Singh Marwah (Ex MLA) on Being
Appointed as BJP Delhi State Prabhari (Sikh Cell). On
His Appointment thanks to the State BJP Leadership for
Choosing Experienced Community Leader for such
Prestigious post.  Special Graced by S. Kamaljeet Singh
Chhatwal (Ex Manager, DSGMC), Pawandeep Singh

(London, UK) & Dr Mandeep Singh Chhatwal (CEO,
IPCC) & Others Greeted & Felicitate Mr Marwah.

Name Change
It is for general information that I,
HEENA QAISHER D/o QAISHER
ANSARI, R/o A-453, JJ Camp,
Tigri, South Delhi, Delhi - 110062
declare that name of mine , my
Father and my Mother have been
wrongly written as HEENA
QAISHAR , QAISHAR ANSARI and
REHANA in my 10th Class
Educational Documents.. The actu-
al name of mine , my Father and
my Mother are HEENA QAISHER ,
QAISHER ANSARI and REHANA
SULTANA respectively, which may
be amended accordingly.

Name Change
I, BINESH M S/o V K MURALEEDHA-
RAN NAIR residing at MULANCHI-
RAYIL, ELACKAD-PO, KOTTAYAM,
KERALA-686587 have changed my
name from BINESH M to BINESH
MURALEEDHAR for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 31/08/2024
before Notary Public Delhi.Name Change

I, KAMAL Mother of No.
15237475X L/NK, MALI SANTOSH
RAMCHANDRA Presently residing
at VPO-WATHAR (KI), TEH-
KOREGAON, DIST-SATARA,
MAHARASHTRA-415116 have
changed my name from KAMAL to
MUKTABAI for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 31/08/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I,  SHESHABAI mother of NO-
4580724K Rank- L/NK Name-
SHIVSHARAN VISHAL
SANTRAM, residing at VPO-CHIN-
CHOLI (BHUYAR), TEH-OMERGA,
DIST-OSMANABAD, MAHARASH-
TRA-413605 have changed my
name from SHESHABAI to SHE-
SHABAI SANTRAM SHIVSHA-
RANE for all future purposes, in my
son’s service record my date of
birth wrongly mentioned as
03/12/1968 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01/01/1963 vide
affidavit dated 31/08/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

Name Change
I, Amardev Singh S/o Sh. Gurdev
Singh R/o House no. F-71, Ground
Floor, Near Sapna Cinema, East of
Kailash, New Delhi-110065 have
changed my name from Amardev
Singh to A.S. Marwah for all future
purpose. That my true and correct
date of birth is 06.10.1979.

Name Change
I, SANTRAM father of NO-4580724K
Rank- L/NK Name- SHIVSHARAN
VISHAL SANTRAM, residing at VPO-
CHINCHOLI (BHUYAR), TEH-OMER-
GA, DIST-OSMANABAD, MAHA-
RASHTRA-413605 have changed my
name from SANTRAM to SANTRAM
NARASU SHIVASHARANE for all
future purposes, in my son’s service
record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 20/01/1963 instead of my
correct date of birth as 01/01/1949 vide
affidavit dated 31/08/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

Name Change
I, KRISHNAVATI mother of NO-
15175964X Rank-HAV Name-
PRAMOD KUMAR R/o VILL-KUDI,
PO-SAFDARGANJ, TEH-NAWAB-
GANJ, DIST-BARABANKI, U.P-225412
have changed my name from KRISH-
NAVATI to KRISHNAWATI for all future
purposes vide affidavit dated 31/08/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, SUBON GOGOI father of NO-
14941716A Rank-HAV Name- PINKU
GOGOI R/o 2 No SENSUA GAON,
ROWRIAH TINI ALI, PO-BORBHETA,
TEH-CHARAIBAHI, DIST-JORHAT,
ASSAM-785004 have changed my name
from SUBON GOGOI to SUVAN GOGOI
for all future purposes vide affidavit dated
31/08/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, No. JC-708125Y Rank-NB SUB
Name-GIRI VINAYAK GURUDAS S/o
GURUDAS Presently residing at VPO-
TUDAYE, TEH-CHANDGAD, DIST-
KOHLAPUR, MAHARASHTA-416507
have changed my wife’s name from
BHARATI to BHARATI VINAYAK GIRI
for all future purposes vide Affidavit dated
31/08/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, Antima D/O Naresh Kumar W/O Inder
Jeet Uppal R/O WZ-3535-D, Raja Park,
Gali No.1, Shakur Basti, Delhi -110034,
have changed the  Name of my minor
son Keshavjeet Uppal aged 10 years
and he shall hereafter be known as
Raghvan Singh.

Name Change
I hitherto known as HEMAVATI D/o
JAGDISH DIXIT, and W/o BINESH
KUMAR R/o 71, Gejha, Sector-93,
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Maharishi Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201304,
have changed my name and shall here-
after be known as SANTOSH SHARMA.

Name Change
It is for general information that I, NISHA
D/o HAKIMUDDIN, and W/o MOHD.
SAJID R/o Flat No. 202, Surya
Apartment, Vill.-Hazipur, Noida,
Maharishi Nagar, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh- 201304, declare
that name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten as NISHAPARVEEN in my Aadhaar
Card No. 6280 7894 8526 and as KM
NISHAin my all Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine is NISHA.

Name Change
It is for general information that I, SATPAL
SINGH S/o RAMESH KUMAR R/o 1394,
V.P.O Karala, Karala, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110081, declare that name of my
wife has been wrongly written as PUNAM
in my minor son’s namely SUMIT
KUMAR aged 16 years, in his 10th class
Educational Documents. The actual
name of my wife is PUNAM GOLA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Clients Sh.Manohar Lal and his
wife Bimlesh both R/o RZ-E-363/10,
KH.No.383, Mittal Colony, Pul
Pahladpur, New Delhi-110044, have
severed all relations with their daugh-
ter Ritu W/o Naveen R/o Bharat
Colony, Faridabad, Haryana and dis-
owned her from all their movable and
immovable properties due to her mis-
behavior. My clients shall not be
responsible for their any civil and
criminal activities and liabilities.

RAJPAL KASANA Advocate 
Ch. No. 618, Lawyers Chamber

Block, Saket Court Complex,
New Delhi-110017

‚Êfļ¡ÁŸ∑§ ‚ÍøŸÊ
◊⁄U ◊ÈflÁP§‹Ê ‡ÊÁ‡Ê ’Ê‹Ê ¬àŸË Sfl üÊË ⁄UÊ◊ ,ÁŸflÊ‚Ë-
RZR-y| ,ÁŸ„Ê‹ Áfl„Ê⁄U, Q- Block,  ªÈL§mÊ⁄UÊ ,
ŸÊ¥ª‹Ùß̧, West Delhi, ÁŒÑË-yv, Ÿ •¬Ÿ ¬ÈòÊ œË⁄U¡
∑§Ù ßŸ∑‘§ ŒÈ√ÿ̧fl„Ê⁄U ∑‘§ ∑§Ê⁄UáÊ •¬ŸË ‚◊SÃ ø‹-
•ø‹ ‚¥¬ÁûÊ ‚ ’Œπ‹ ∑§⁄U ‚÷Ë ‚¥’¥œ Áflë¿Œ
∑§⁄U Á‹∞ „Ò¥– ßŸ ¬⁄U „È∞ ‹ŸŒŸ, ¬ÈÁ‹‚/∑§Ù≈U̧ ∑‘§‚
∑§Ë ¡flÊ’Œß̧ ◊⁄U ◊ÈflÁP§‹Ê ∑§Ë Ÿ„Ë¥ „ÙªË –

¬̋ŒË¬ ∑§È◊Ê⁄U  ‡Ê◊Ȩ̂ (∞«flÙ∑‘§≈U)

PUBLIC NOTICE
The general public is hereby informed that
Mrs. Santosh alias Santosh Kumari, is the
owner of Plot No. RZ-5/1-A, measuring
100 sq. yards, part of Khasra No. 688/274,
situated in the Shankar Park colony,
Sagarpur, New Delhi-46, in the area of
Village Nasirpur, Delhi. The property was
originally purchased by Mrs. Chander Wati
from Mr. Sunder Lal Sharma through a
Sale Deed dated 24.11.1972.
Subsequently, Mrs. Chander Wati execut-
ed a General Power of Attorney (GPA),
Agreement to Sell (ATS), and Will dated
17.12.1989 in favor of Mr. T. Vijay Ram
Menon. Mr. T. Vijay Ram Menon then exe-
cuted a GPA, ATS, and Will dated
05.01.1987 in favor of Mrs. Santosh
Kumari. Mrs. Santosh Kumari has recently
executed a Sale Deed dated 22.08.2024
in her own name. The same property will
be financed by Anand Rathi Global
Finance Ltd., Branch Lajpat Nagar, Delhi.
Any person(s) found in possession of
aforesaid property and any objection, then
kindly contact the undersigned along with
original property document, within 07 days
from date of this notice on below address,
failing which, the claim as per aforesaid
sale deed shall be treated as null and void
in respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general public
at large that our client Sh. Kapil
Singhal & Sh. Achin Singhal are the
owner of Freehold Residential Plot
area measuring 300 sq. yds. out of
Khasra /Khet no. 303, Situated at
Village Surajpur Pargana Dadri Tehsil
& Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar Uttar
Pradesh.  By Virtue of Sale Deed
dated 16.07.2021 as Doc no. 11751,
Vol no. 38987 Page no. 201-230 SR-
Greater Noida & others sale Deed. till
date and has lost/Misplace his Below
mentioned Documents i.e. Original
Sale Deed dated 27.05.2016 execut-
ed by Sh. Surender Kumar s/o Sh.
Kailash Chand in favour of Mr.
Rajeshwar Dayal Garg s/o Late Mr.
Ram Gopal Garg as Doc no. 13928,
Vol no. 20647 Page no. 1-32 SR-
Greater Noida, now our client is
declaring that that any other Person
does not have any right over the said
property, and same has been finance
by Piramal Capital & Housing
Finance Ltd. Branch : Jhendewalan,
Delhi.  If any person is having objec-
tion right of claim against the said
property, contact to undersigned
along with supporting documents
within 07 days from the date of publi-
cation of this notice and or the same
to the undersigned if found by any-
one. Thereafter no claim shall be
entertained.

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
THROUGH THIS PUBLIC NOTICE,
PUBLIC IN GENERAL IS INFORMED
THAT MY CLIENT SMT BIMLA W/O
LATE SH ATTAR SINGH R/O C-16,
NEW HIRA PARK, DICHAON
CHOWK, NAJAFGARH, DELHI-
110043 HAS DISOWNED AND
DEBARRED HER SON SUNIL DUTT
S/O LATE SH ATTAR SINGH, HIS
WIFE ANJNA @POONAM AND
THEIR CHILDERNS ASHA@ ANSHU
NAVDEEP & NIKKU FROM HER
MOVEABLE AND IMMOVEABLE
PROPERTIES, HENCEFORTH AND
HAVE SEVERED ALL HER RELA-
TIONSHIP DUE TO THEIR CAL-
LOUS BEHAVIOR AND MY CLIENT
WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
THEIR ACTS AND DEEDS DONE BY
THEM, IN ANY MANNER WHATSO-
EVER HENCE FORTH.

SANJAY K SHARMA Advocate
Chamber No.841, Lawyers

Chambers Complex, Dwarka Courts,
New Delhi-110075

Name Change
I, Meenu S/o Balbir Singh R/o House
No-516, VPO-Sarhaul, Sector-18,
Gurgaon, Haryana - 122015, Have
Changed My Name To Meenu Yadav
For All Future Purpose

Name Change
I, Vershita D/o Meenu Yadav R/o
VPO-Sarhaul, Sector-18, Gurgaon,
Haryana - 122015, Have Changed
My Name To Vershita Yadav For All
Future Purpose

Name Change
I, Sunder Singh Solanki S/o Dalip
Singh Solanki R/o WZ-309, Palam
Village, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110045, Have Changed My Name To
Sunder Singh For All Future Purpose
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3 killed as plane crashes into residential area in US, houses set ablaze

'Political stunt': Kamala Harris jabs 
Trump over cemetery row, he firefights

World Power was restored across Venezuela on 
Saturday morning, after a massive 12-hour outage 
plunged the entire country into darkness.The 
government has blamed "sabotage" by opposition 
forces protesting what they say was fraud in the 
widely disputed elections a month ago that left 
President Nicolás Maduro in charge.Blackouts are 
not uncommon in Venezuela -- though many 
experts attribute them to official corruption and a 
lack of investment in distribution networks.This 
week's problem originated early Friday at the 
Simon Bolivar hydroelectric plant, Venezuela's 
chief source of power.Maduro called it "the father 
and the mother of all attacks" against the facility. 
He accused "fascists," as he calls the opposition, 
and the United States of being behind the outage, 
but offered no evidence.The prolonged power 
failure revived memories of a massive 2019 
blackout that lasted several days.Electricity began 
returning to some states around 4:00 pm (2000 
GMT) Friday and had been restored to nearly the 
entire country by Saturday morning, according to 
local media and users contacted by AFP.Metro 
service in Caracas was back to normal, transport 
authorities said. Internet connectivity was around 
93 percent by dawn Saturday, according to the 
NGO VE Sin Filtro, which monitors internet 
connection levels.Jose Aquilar, an expert in risk in 
the electrical utilities sector, said the outage likely 
stemmed from a breakdown of some kind in the 
country's decrepit grid -- not sabotage.

"The failure should not have led to something major, 
but the Venezuelan electricity system is so 
precarious that one thing led to another," he told 
AFP, "and the distribution networks were 
affected."

FULL OF REVENGE
The outage occurred a month after the July 28 

elections, in which the government-aligned 
National Electoral Council (CNE) declared 
Maduro the winner, while refusing to release 
detailed data.The opposition has published data 
from local election stations that it says shows 
Maduro was handily defeated by its candidate.

Zelenskyy increases pressure on US to 
approve strikes on Russian airfields, bases

art on the walls but is not yet open to the face.Indonesia has been visited by two popes a  p i l l a r  o f  t o l e r a n c e , "  h e  t o l d  Jakarta. When Pope Francis visits Indonesia 
public."It's extraordinary that the Catholics' before - the first, Pope Paul VI in a 1970 trip Reuters.Catholicism came to the country by next week, he will stop by a mosque in 
number one figure is coming," said to Jakarta and in 1989, Pope John Paul II, way of Portuguese missionaries in its eastern Jakarta that has an unusual feature - a tunnel 
Nasaruddin Umar, the grand imam of the who visited Jakarta and four other cities. area in the 16th century, but historians say it connecting it to the city's Catholic cathedral, 
Istiqlal, whose vast parking lot is often open was banned during Dutch colonial rule for as part of a push for interfaith harmony on S Y M B O L  O F  F R I E N D S H I P ;  
to churchgoers during major events. about two centuries in favour of his 12-day Asia-Pacific tour.The 28.3-metre CHEQUERED PAST
"Whatever your religion is, let's respect Protestantism.The Vatican officially "Tunnel of Friendship", connecting the 
our guest."Only about 3% of Indonesia's named a diplomatic representative in iconic Istiqlal mosque to the Our Lady of the 
population of 280 million are Catholic, Indonesia in the 1940s.And in modern Assumption cathedral, was built by the 
while nearly 90% are Muslim.The pope is Indonesia, officially a secular state, government in 2020 as a symbol of religious 
scheduled to meet outgoing President minority religions can still  face harmony, a theme the global head of the 
Joko Widodo and hold a mass service at a discrimination.Catholic church has also emphasised on his 
Jakarta stadium, which is expected to be travels during his 11-year reign.Pope The US religious freedom watchdog has said, 
attended by more than 80,000 people, said Francis, 87, arrives on Tuesday in Indonesia, that "Indonesia's religious freedom 
Rev. Thomas Ulun Ismoyo, an Indonesian the world's most populous Muslim-majority conditions remained poor" in 2023, citing 
church official.The visit has excited country, on the first leg of the longest trip of several regulations including ones that led 
Indonesian Catholics, who have not his papacy that will also take him to Papua to closures of places of worship, including 
experienced a papal visit in more than New Guinea, East Timor, and Singapore. churches.Andreas Harsono, the Indonesia 
three decades."If I could meet him, I could The plans have drawn concerns over his researcher for Human Rights Watch, said 
only bow before him. I couldn't even bring increasing health problems.The pope is the roots of religious intolerance, and church Yaqut Cholil Qoumas, Indonesia's religious 
myself to hold his hand," said Maria Regina scheduled to participate in an interfaith closures, were the laws that facilitate affairs minister, said the pope's visit was a 
Widyastuti Sasongko, a 77-year-old meeting at the mosque, the largest in them.But for Sasongko, the Catholic woman symbol of friendship among people of all 
Catholic woman who sells items such as Southeast Asia, and to visit the tunnel, which selling papal merchandise, the arrival of the religions in Indonesia."The pope's visit 
statues and t-shirts bearing the pope's features windows to let in light and inscribed pope signifies hope for unity.makes Indonesia the barometer of peace and 

Pope Francis to visit Jakarta mosque to push for interfaith harmony

Israeli forces find bodies in Gaza, suspected to be hostages: Report

News box

World. The United Nations Children's Fund 
(Unicef) has issued an emergency tender to 
secure mpox vaccines for crisis-hit 
countries in collaboration with the Gavi 
vaccine alliance, Africa CDC and the World 
Health Organisation, the organisations said 
in a joint statement on Saturday.Depending 
on the production capacity of manufacturers, 
agreements for up to 12 million doses 
through 2025 can be made, according to the 
statement.Under the tender, Unicef will set 
up conditional supply agreements with 
vaccine manufacturers, the statement 
said.This will enable Unicef to purchase and 
ship vaccines without delay, once financing, 
demand, readiness and regulatory 
requirements are confirmed.

The collaboration - which would also include 
working with the Vaccine Alliance and the 
Pan American Health Organisation as well 
as with Gavi, the Africa Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention and WHO - would 
facilitate donations of vaccines from 
existing stockpiles in high-income countries.

The statement added that WHO is reviewing 
information submitted by manufacturers on 
August 23, and expects to complete a review 
for an emergency use listing by mid-
September.The agency is reviewing 
applications for emergency licences for two 
vaccines made by Bavarian Nordic 
BAVA.CO and Japan's KM Biologics.

Earlier in August, the WHO declared mpox a 
global public health emergency following 
an outbreak of the viral infection in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo that spread 
to neighbouring countries.More than 18,000 
suspected cases of mpox have been reported 
in Congo so far this year with 629 deaths, 
while over 150 cases have been confirmed 
in Burundi, WHO Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.

Unicef  issues 
emergency tender to 
secure mpox vaccines 
for crisis-hit nations

The number of mpox cases in Pakistan has risen 
to five following confirmation of the virus in 
an air passenger at Peshawar, while a 
suspected case of the deadly virus was 
detected in Karachi, health officials said on 
Saturday.Dr Irshad Ali, Director, Public 
Health of the north-western province of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, said medical 
personnel at the airport detected two 
travellers returning from Jeddah displaying 
symptoms of mpox on Thursday and only one 
of them was confirmed to have mpox.

The confirmed case involves a 51-year-old man 
from Orakzai, who is reported to be in stable 
condition and was transferred to Police and 
S e r v i c e s  H o s p i t a l  P e s h a w a r  f o r  
treatment.“We are closely monitoring the 
situation and have implemented all necessary 
measures to control the spread,” Dr Irshad 
said.Meanwhile, a 32-year-old individual 
was admitted to the designated hospital in 
Karachi following symptoms consistent with 
monkeypox making it a suspected case.

The patient, who recently travelled from 
Jeddah to Karachi, is presenting with a 
maculopapular rash across his body, The 
Express Tribune newspaper said.“We are 
treating this case with the utmost seriousness 
and are prepared for all possible outcomes,” 
said a spokesperson from the health 
department in Karachi.Officials said, no 
locally transmitted cases have been recorded 
thus far.Earlier even as confusion prevailed 
over the exact number of confirmed cases, on 
August 19 there was a mpox case reported 
from the Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK).It was a 47-year-old resident of PoK, 
who had recently returned from Jeddah in 
Saudi Arabia. He was admitted to 
Islamabad's Pakistan Institute of Medical 
Sciences (PIMS) with mpox symptoms.

Before that, Pakistan had reported three cases 
of mpox -- all from the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
province.

Pakistan confirms 5th 
mpox case, another 
suspected in Karachi

Sydney. Tens of thousands of people in 
Australia's Tasmania state were without 
power on Sunday after a cold front brought 
damaging winds and heavy rains, sparking 
flood warnings."Around 30,000 customers 
are without power across the state this 
morning," Tasnetworks, a state-owned power 
company, said on Facebook on Sunday 
morning.

The nation's weather forecaster said a cold front 
over Tasmania, an island state of around 
570,000 people, was moving away "although 
bands of showers and thunderstorms 
continue to pose a risk of damaging wind 
gusts.""Yet another strong cold front will 
cross the state on Sunday night into early 
Monday morning, likely impacting the 
western and northern coasts," the forecaster 
said on its website.Emergency authorities 
issued warnings for flooding, which they said 
could leave Tasmanians isolated for several 
days.“There is potential for properties to be 
inundated, and roads may not be accessible," 
executive director of Tasmania State 
Emergency Service, Mick Lowe, said in a 
statement.Authorities had received 330 
requests for assistance in the last 24 hours, 
according to the agency.Tasmania is a one-
hour flight or 10-hour ferry crossing from the 
mainland city of Melbourne, 445 km (275 
miles) away. About 40% of the island is 
wilderness or protected areas.

Heavy rain lashes 
Australia's Tasmania, 
over 30,000 left without 
electricity

Power restored in 
Venezuela after 12-hour 

outage, Maduro blames US
Kyiv. Ukrainian President Volodymyr that clearing the Ukrainian sky of Russian strikes.

Zelenskyy increased pressure on the guided aerial bombs would be "a strong "We have explained what kind of 
United States to let Kyiv strike military step to force Russia to seek an end to the capabilities we need to protect the citizens 
targets deep inside Russian territory after war and a just peace."Appealing to the against the Russian terror that Russians 
his representatives met senior US officials United States, Britain, France and are causing us, so I hope we were heard," 
in Washington on Saturday.Washington Germany, he said, "We need the Umerov said in the interview late on 
has provided Ukraine with more than $50 capabilities to truly and fully protect Friday.Zelenskyy is expected to deliver a 
billion worth of military aid since 2022, Ukraine and Ukrainians."We need both similar plea in person next month, when 
but has limited the use of its weapons to the  permiss ions  for  long-range he will present a plan for victory to 
Ukrainian soil and defensive crossborder capabilities and your long-range shells President Joe Biden near the end of his 
operations. and missiles."Without providing specifics, time in the Oval Office, and attend United 

he said his representatives had "provided Zelenskyy said guided aerial bombs killed Nations General Assembly meetings in 
all the necessary details" to Ukraine's six people and injured 97 in Kharkiv on New York.Economy Minister Yulia 
partners.Ukrainian Defence Minister Friday, with more attacks on Saturday. Svyrydenko, who headed Kyiv's 
Rustem Umerov, in Washington with a These could be averted only "by striking delegation, said in a post on X that she had 
delegation on Friday and Saturday to meet Russian military airfields, their bases, and discussed the steps needed to restore 
U.S. officials and experts, said in an the logistics of Russian terror."In his Ukraine's energy system, including a 
interview broadcast by CNN that Kyiv nightly video address, he said, "We talk "significant contribution" being made by 
was showing Russian airfields used to hit about this every day with our partners. We an $800 million energy sector financing 
Ukrainian cities were within range of deep persuade. We present arguments."He said package that was announced in June.

campaign released videos from World US Vice President Kamala Harris She referenced reports indicating 
family members of the 13 soldiers s t r o n g l y  c o n d e m n e d  R e p u b l i c a n  that Trump's campaign team 
who d ied  dur ing  the  US presidential rival Donald Trump for his instigated a confrontation with a 
withdrawal from Afghanistan. recent visit to Arlington National Cemetery, cemetery employee and filmed 
The family members disputed accusing him of disrespecting the "sacred Trump at the graves of veterans 
Harris's support for military ground" for political gain.The Democratic who served in Afghanistan, 
families and asserted that they had presidential nominee slammed Trump's despite being cautioned about 
i n v i t e d  T r u m p  t o  t h e  actions in a post on social media platform X, the site's regulations.
c e r e m o n y. K a m a l a ,  y o u r  stating that Arlington National Cemetery is "Let me be clear: the former 
statement is nothing more than a a "solemn place where we come together to president disrespected sacred 
political spin to help you look honour American heroes" and it is "not a ground, all for the sake of a 
better in your presidential place for politics."The controversy arose p o l i t i c a l  s t u n t , "  H a r r i s  
campaign  aga ins t  Dona ld  after Trump visited the cemetery to lay a asserted.The Trump campaign 
Trump," said one parent. "You wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, has defended their actions, 
have never walked a single day in commemorating three years since the US c l a i m i n g  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  
our shoes. Our kids were withdrawal from Afghanistan. He was permission from the Gold Star 
murdered because of your "suckers" and "losers" and demeaned joined by Gold Star families whose family families to bring "campaign 

administration."Other family members also recipients of the Medal of Honor."This is a members died during the chaotic designated media" to the cemetery. 
defended Trump, denying any disruptive man who is incapable of understanding exit.Trump's campaign team filmed the However, Arlington National Cemetery 
behaviour during the visit."We welcomed anything beyond his own self-interest," she event and used the footage in campaign officials have disputed this, stating that the 
President Donald J. Trump to lay a wreath remarked. "I will always pay tribute to the videos, sparking criticism for violating cemetery staff member was "verbally 
on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier with service and sacrifice of all America's heroes... federal law and Pentagon policies that assaulted and pushed aside" by two Trump 
our family and to visit the grave site," stated and I will never use their memory for prohibit political activities within the campaign aides.Harris also pointed out 
another family member. "Trump and his political purposes."cemetery.Harris stated that the cemetery is a Trump's history of conflicts with veterans, 
team were respectful; they listened to our site for paying tribute to fallen service TEAM TRUMP SAYS HE WAS INVITEDreiterating previous accusations that he 
stories and didn’t talk much at all."members, not a venue for political agendas. referred to fallen service members as Facing a storm of criticism, the Trump 

causing a separate brush fire in a nearby field, 
according to the Multnomah County 
Sheriff's Office. The plane was split into 
multiple parts as it crashed in the residential 
area in the city of Fairview, which is home to 
about 10,000 people.Lewis said the first call 
about the fire came from staff at the 
Troutdale Airport's control tower, who saw a 
thick plume of smoke rising in the air. But 
Lewis said that initial reports indicated 
"there was no mayday, no call for 
emergency" from the aircraft itself before it 
crashed.The National Transportation Safety 

Portland.Three people were dead after a Board is leading the investigation into the 
small plane crashed into a row of crash. The agency has sent two investigators 
townhouses Saturday morning in a to the site of the crash who will document the 
neighbourhood east of Portland, setting the wreckage, spokesperson Peter Knudson said. engulfed in flames while black smoke i n j u r i e s . T h e  F e d e r a l  Av i a t i o n  homes ablaze, authorities told KATU- He did not release further details about the poured out of the adjoining houses. Gresham Administration identified the aircraft as a TV.Officials earlier in the day had said the crash.The website for the Port of Portland, Fire Chief Scott Lewis said the fire had twin-engine Cessna 421C, which it says plane was carrying two people and that at which oversees general aviation and marine spread to at least four of the homes, went down around 10:30 a.m. near least one resident had been unaccounted for. operations in the Portland area, describes displacing up to six families. He said two Troutdale Airport, about a 30-minute drive Photos and videos published by KGW-TV in Troutdale Airport as a "flight training and people were treated at the scene, but he east of Portland.As the plane went down, it Portland showed one of the townhomes recreational airport."didn't describe the type or severity of knocked over a pole and power lines, 

number of bodies in Gaza that may be the World Israel's military discovered several 
remains of Israeli hostages, Hostage bodies in Gaza during ongoing combat 
Forum, a prominent activist group, sent operations, and efforts are underway to 
out a call to protest against the Benjamin extract and identify them. The bodies are 
N e t a n y a h u  g o v e r n m e n t  o n  believed to be those of kidnapped Israeli 
Sunday."Netanyahu abandoned the hostages, though this has not yet been 
hostages. It is now a fact. Starting officially confirmed."At this stage, the 
tomorrow, the country will tremble. We forces are still operating in the area and 
call on the public to prepare. The country carrying out a process to extract and 
will grind to a halt. The abandonment is identify the bodies, which will last Gaza. However, he noted that the exact 
over," the group said in a statement.several hours," the Israel Defense Forces number remains unclear, as the IDF 

(IDF) said in a statement, according to Opposition leader Yair Lapid also piled on, continues identification efforts."It’s time 
the Times of Israel.The discovery comes accusing Netanyahu of focusing on this war ended," Biden said, and 
days after the military rescued an Israeli insignificant issues as "our sons and expressed cautious optimism about 
hostage, 52-year-old Qaid Farhan daughters are being abandoned and dying ongoing negotiations with Palestinian 
Alkadi, from an underground tunnel in in captivity."Meanwhile, the Palestinian militant group Hamas for the release of 
southern Gaza.US President Joe Biden Ministry of Health said 40,691 people hostages and a ceasefire in Gaza."We 
confirmed that his staff has been in have been killed and 94,060 injured in think we can close the deal, they’ve all 
contact with Israeli officials and Israel's military offensive in the Gaza said they agree on the principles," he 
acknowledged the discovery of bodies in Strip since October 7.added.Soon after the IDF said it found a 

The plane was split into 
multiple parts as it crashed 
into a row of  houses in the 
residential area in the city of  
Fairview, which is home to 
about 10,000 people.
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�Thrissur Auxiliary 

Bishop Mar Tony 

Neelankavil will be the 

chairman for the 

commision for clergy and 

Thalassery Archbishop 

Mar Joseph Pamplany will 

be the chairman of the 

commission for doctrine.

Andhra Pradesh: Rains pound 'Blazewada

News box

Global-level Buddha Museum to 
come up at Nagarjunasagar soon

Irregularities in 
cooperative sugar 
units to be probed 

in Karnataka

Keeping Telugu culture alive in South Africa

in this plan.”To attract domestic and to Tank Bund, Telangana Amara Jyoti, HYDERABAD: As part of its plans to 
international tourists, Buddhavanam will Necklace Road and Sanjeevayya Park. He develop Buddhist tourist places in the state 
be developed as a tourism and spiritual reportedly directed them to make this area to world class standards, the Telangana 
destination centre, the officials added. a world-class tourism hub. International government has decided to set up an 
The government has also decided to standard model designs should be made International Buddha Museum at 
resume boat trips for tourists visiting with experienced consultants and experts, Buddhavanam in Nagarjunasagar.Highly-
Nagarjunasagar. Affordable tourism the chief minister is believed to have saidplaced sources said that Chief Minister A 

Revanth Reddy has directed officials to Meanwhile, sources said that the chief 
prepare proposals in this regard. They minister has directed officials of 
said that the government also decided to R&B department to prepare 
develop the historical Phanigiri, proposals for a four-lane road from 
Nelakondapal l i ,  Nagar junasagar  Hyderabad to Nagarjunasagar.This 
Buddhist sites and the Buddha statue in is in line with the chief minister’s 
the middle of Hussainsagar as a single plans to widen the roads around 
tour i sm c i rcu i t .Meanwhi le ,  the  Golconda Fort by removing 
government has appointed retired IPS encroachments while ensuring that 
officer C Anjaneya Reddy as a mentor for the residents and shopkeepers are 
the development of the Buddhavanam not rendered homeless. Officials 
project, in an honorary capacity. Principal have been asked to take steps to 
Secretary (Tourism) A Vani Prasad issued rehabilitate the residents and 
orders to this effect on August 19. These shopkeepers elsewhere before 
o r d e r s  w e r e  m a d e  p u b l i c  o n  taking up widening works.
Saturday.Officials told TNIE: “The state Officials told to prepare proposals
government has recently sent a DPR to The government has decided to 
the  Union government  for  the  develop the historical Phanigiri, 
development of Buddhavanam under Nelakondapalli, Nagarjunasagar 
Swadesh Darshan 2.0 scheme. It proposed packages are designed for this. Buddhist sites and the Buddha statue in 
to set up a Buddhist digital museum and The sources said that the government has the middle of Hussainsagar as a single 
exhibition and digital archives at decided to develop the Buddha statue in tourism circuit. Sources said Chief 
Buddhavanam with an estimate of Rs 25 Hussainsagar as a tourism destination Minister A Revanth Reddy has directed 
crore. Along with these, an international circle. The chief minister has instructed officials to prepare proposals in this 
Buddha Museum will also be incorporated the officials to design a circular skywalk regard.

BENGALURU: Sugar Minister Shivanand Patil 
on Saturday said he has given clear directions to 
officials to conduct detailed inquiries into any 
illegalities taking place in cooperative sugar 
factories in the state. Patil said he has already 
ordered one such investigation into irregularities 
at Nandi Sugar Factory in the district.

The investigation is on and based on the report, 
action will be taken soon, he added. On Ranna 
Cooperative Sugar Factory of Mudhol taluk in 
Bagalkot where severe financial irregularities 
have been reported, he said the government has 
decided to lease out the factory to a private 
agency.

 “It is expected to help revive the factory and 
directly facilitate farmers in selling their 
sugarcane,” he said.On Mysugar, the lone state-
owned sugar factory in Mandya district, he said 
the government has cleared all hurdles in its 
functioning and the factory has resumed 
operation. “We hope it will make a profit this 
year,” he added.

KOCHI/KOZHIKODE : Police on Saturday 
registered a case against director Sreekumar 
Menon for molesting a junior artist at a hotel 
in the city. The police will also register a case 
against actor Baburaj soon as the junior artist 
has named him in her complaint. The case 
was registered at Maradu police station under 
IPC Section 354 (outraging the modesty of a 
woman).After registering the FIR, the 
investigation was handed over to the Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) formed to probe the 
MeToo allegations. Earlier, the police team 
contacted the victim who sent her complaint 
via email on Friday. Later, police recorded the 
statement of the victim online. The victim, a 
resident of Kottayam, is currently out of 
station. Her detailed statement will be 
recorded later.In Kozhikode, Kasaba police 
registered a case under Section 377 of IPC 
against director B Ranjith based on a 
complaint filed by a Kozhikode resident on 
Friday. It was the second police case against 
director Ranjith after the release of the Hema 
Committee report.

Similarly, Nadakkavu police registered two 
cases under Section 354(a) of the IPC against 
actors Edavela Babu and Sudheesh on a 
complaint filed by a junior artist from 
Kozhikode.The complaints of two persons 
who gave a confidential statement before the 
SIT have now been proceeded by the police 
by adding serious offences.

Justice Hema committee 
report: More cases 
registered

THOOTHUKUDI: After a man was killed in 
an alleged ammonia gas leak at a private 
plant, the victim’s kin agreed to receive the 
body after a negotiation was held with the 
private plant’s authorities. They agreed to 
pay a compensation of Rs 25 lakh, in addition 
to the insurance claim of Rs 10 lakh, Rs 2 
lakh for funeral expenses and a monthly 
pension of Rs 10,000 for the victim’s parents.

Sources said that A Hariharan (24), a contract 
employee was cleaning the ammonia unit 
when the alleged gas leak occurred, killing 
him on the spot. Four other workers were 
in jured  and hospi ta l i sed ,  sources  
said.Hariharan’s relatives refused to receive 
the body, demanding compensation of Rs 1 
crore.During the talks at the Thoothukudi 
south police station, at the behest of Revenue 
Divisional Officer Prabhu, representatives of 
the Tuticorin Alkali Chemicals and 
Fertilisers Limited agreed to provide a 
compensation of Rs 25 lakh, monthly 
pension of Rs 10,000 for his parents, 
insurance relief of Rs 10 lakh and Rs 2 lakh to 
meet the funeral expenses.CITU Labour 
Front leader K Ponraj, district secretary R 
Russel, Anna Labour Association’s Tac Raja, 
former government pleader UV Sekar and 
others participated in the negotiation.

Ammonia gas leak victim to 
get Rs 25 lakh 
compensation, parents to 
get Rs 10K monthly pension

COIMBATORE: An 18-year-old college 
student in Coimbatore successfully 
comple t ed  the  lower  typewr i t i ng  
examination conducted by the Directorate of 
Technical Education on Saturday, despite 
having an inactive right hand.K Sanjay, a 
student pursuing the second year of B.Com 
with CA at a prominent private Arts and 
Science College in the city, tragically lost the 
mobility of his right hand below the elbow, 
due to a road accident in 2013. Sanjay who 
lives in Chandrapuram village near Annur 
told TNIE, “As per college directions, 
students must complete typewriting classes. I 
informed the college administration about 

my right hand. While the faculty indicated 
that I could get an exemption from it, if 
needed, I decided to complete the course as it 
would advance my career.”He added that he 
joined a private commercial college for 
typewriting at Karumathampatti. “After 
learning about my hand, the tutor A Susila 
started to provide training for two hours every 
evening with special attention while others 
usually practised for only an hour. Initially, I 
struggled as I had to rely on my left hand 
completely for typing, but with continuous 
practice for six months, I am able to do 
typewriting at ease with a single hand,” he 
said. Sanjay added that he has performed well 
in the one-hour typewriting exam (lower) and 
hoped he would score above 80 in 100. Susila, 
the owner of Siva commercial college told 
TNIE that Sanjay had learnt typewriting with 
confidence during his time there and like 
other candidates, had completed the exam 
successfully in an hour using his left hand.

18-year-old student in 
Coimbatore completes 
typewriting exam with 
one hand

Three dead including two kids after car washed 
away in lake at Andhra Pradesh's Guntur

Syro Malabar Church reconstitutes synodal panels

Archdiocese Auxiliary Bishop Mar Tony Bishop Mar Mathew Nellikunnel has been 
Neelankavil has been appointed synodal appointed the synodal commission 
commission chairman of Mangalapuzha member of Satna St Ephrems Theological 
St Joseph’s Pontifical Seminary. Pala College.

Kanjirappilly Bishop Mar Jose Pulickal will Bishop Mar Joseph Kallarangatt and 
serve as chairman of the Commission for Idukki Bishop Mar John Nellikunnel will KOCHI: The Syro Malabar Church 
Catechesis while Ramanathapuram be members of the synodal commission.r e c o n s t i t u t e d  v a r i o u s  s y n o d a l  

Changanassery Archeparchy Bishop Mar Bishop Mar  Paul  Alappat t  and commissions on Saturday. Kottayam 
Thomas Tharayil will serve as the synodal Shamshabad Bishop Mar Prince Antony Archbishop Mar Mathew Moolakkatt has 
commission chairman of Vadavathur St Panengadan will be members.Thrissur been appointed president of the Synodal 
T h o m a s  A p o s t o l i c  S e m i n a r y .  Auxiliary Bishop Mar Tony Neelankavil Tribunal.
Kothamangalam Bishop Mar George will be the chairman for the commision for  Thamarassery Bishop Mar Remigiose 
Madathikandathil and Kanjirappilly clergy and Thalassery Archbishop Mar Inchananiyil and Curia Bishop Mar 
Bishop Mar Jose Pulickal will be Joseph Pamplany will be the chairman of Sebastian Vaniyampuraykal will be the 
members of the commission. Gorakhpur the commission for doctrine.judges  of  the  t r ibunal .Thr issur  

KARIMNAGAR: With people from the (ZPHS) Moolasala, for its simplicity in Telugu Badi was selected, a moment he Telugu from Kakatiya University and 
Telugu states making their mark in different teaching Telugu. It has been in use for over a proudly describes as a significant received training from the government 
parts of the globe, it is a concern for many year. Thirupathi, an esteemed Telugu linguist achievement for Karimnagar.“In view of the teachers’ training college in Warangal, 
parents from Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, and author, has penned nine books dedicated gradual loss of importance of Telugu culture attributes his deep affection for Telugu to his 
living in foreign countries, that their wards to the development of the Telugu language. and language, I have taken it upon myself to early education. Influenced by his teacher 
would lose their connection to their mother His journey in writing began with Melu promote the Telugu language, culture and Dakshna Murthy and his experiences with 
tongue and culture. At such a time, the Kolupu in 2005 and has since expanded to traditions wherever Telugu people are Telugu grammar and drama, Thirupathi 
Telugu Association of South Africa has include works on Telugu culture, agriculture living,” Thirupathi tells TNIE.“My books continues to perform in dramatic roles such 
chosen a book written by a Telugu Pandit and rural traditions. cover Telugu grammar, idioms and other a s  S u g r i v a  Vi j a y a m  a n d  C h i t r a  
from the Peddapalli district as part of the Thirupathi’s connection with the Telugu supportive ideas. Additionally, I am Gupta.Advocating for the inclusion of 
curriculum for Indian students.The Telugu Association of South Africa was facilitated promoting Telugu through my YouTube Telugu in all stages of education and official 
Association of South Africa chose Telugu by Dr Sagarla Sattaiah, a fellow linguist from channel, which Telugu speakers can find documentation, Thirupathi urges the 
Badi Balavachakam, penned by Kukatla Nalgonda district. When the association under the name ‘Kukatla Thirupathi’,” he government to prioritise Telugu language 
Thirupathi of Zilla Parishad High School invited applications online, Thirupathi’s adds.Thirupathi, who completed his MA in education and implementation. 

launched a rescue operation. GUNTUR: In a tragic incident, three 
However, due to the heavy flow and people, including two children, 
continuous downpour, they were died after the car in which they were 
unable to rescue the trio. Later, the travelling, was washed away in an 
bodies were recovered and handed overflowing lake in Pedakakani 
over to their respective families. m a n d a l  o f  G u n t u r ,  o n  
The tragic incident brought a pall of Saturday.According to sources, the 

deceased were identified as 
Nadumpalli Raghavendra 
(38), Pasupuleti Sourish (7), 
and Koduri Manvith (9), all 
f r o m  U p p a l a p a d u  
village.Raghavendra was a 
teacher at a private school, 
while Sourish and Manvith 
were students of Class II and 
III respectively.

The district administration had 
announced school holidays 
due to heavy rains. Unaware 
of this, Raghavendra picked 
up the students in the village 
and went to the school in a car. They gloom on three families.nion 
were returning home after learning Minister of State for Rural 
about the holiday announcement. Development and Communications 
On their way back, the car was Pemmasani Chandra Sekhar and 
washed away in the overflowing local MLA Dhulipalla Narendra 
lake  near  Uppalapadu and extended their condolences to the 
Gollamudipadu.Noticing the bereaved families and assured them 
situation, the police immediately of all necessary support.

Covid panel submits interim 
report to Karnataka 

govenrment
BENGALURU: The Justice John Michael 

D’Cunha commission, which is examining 
alleged irregularities of over Rs 7,000 crore in 
tackling Covid during the previous BJP 
government, submitted its interim report to the 
government here on Saturday.Justice D’Cunha 
presented the  repor t  Chief  Minis ter  
Siddaramaiah. RDPR Minister Priyank Kharge, 
CM’s legal adviser AS Ponnanna, political 
secretaries Govindraju and Nazeer Ahmed were 
present.

The commission sought an extension of its term for 
three months to submit the full report. But it is to 
be seen whether the government will constitute a 
cabinet subcommittee to look into the 
recommendations in the interim report or place it 
before the cabinet for further action. In the run-
up to the Assembly elections in 2023, Congress 
had promised that if voted to power, it would 
conduct an inquiry into alleged scams in the 
procurement of medicines, medical equipment 
and supply of oxygen during Covid.The Public 
Accounts Committee (PAC), in its report in July-
August, 2023, had stated that the previous BJP 
government had committed irregularities and 
mismanaged the Covid crisis, leading to loss of 
lives. Later, the Congress government 
constituted the inquiry commission headed by 
retired High Court Judge D’Cunha on August 25, 
2023.

The inquiry got delayed by three to four months for 
various reasons, including noncooperation by 
officials in furnishing data. That had led to the 
commission seeking an extension from May to 
August.

The sources said that the government has decided to develop the 
Buddha statue in Hussainsagar as a tourism destination circle.

Thirupathi’s connection with the Telugu Association of  South Africa was facilitated by Dr Sagarla Sattaiah, a fellow linguist from Nalgonda district.

VIJAYAWADA: Unprecedented 
rains, unseen in around 50 years, 
battered Vijayawada, Mangalagiri 
and Guntur since Friday night. A 
depression in the Bay of Bengal 
triggered the downpour in parts of 
the State. It is set to cross the coast 
n e a r  K a l i n g a p a t n a m  o f  
Srikakulam district around 
Saturday midnight. The India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) has forecast heavy rains on 
Sunday as well.As many as nine 
people lost their lives and six 
others were injured in rain-related 
mishaps on Saturday. Six persons 
were killed in rockslides at 
Sunnapu Battilu in Vijayawada 
a n d  a t  G a n d a l a y a p e t a  i n  cancelled his visit to Kurnool. On through the city were completely 
Mangalagiri. Three people, learning about the casualties, he under water, causing severe traffic 
including two children, died when announced an ex-gratia of Rs 5 j a m s  a t  B e n z  C i r c l e ,  
the car they were travelling washed lakh each to the families of the Ramavarapadu, Kaza and Keesara 
away in a stream in Peddakakani deceased. During a meeting to Toll Plazas and Hanuman Junction.
mandal of Guntur district. In review the situation in the State, he Trains under Vijayawada division 
another incident, the protocol directed officials to immediately were either cancelled or diverted. 
office of Kanaka Durga temple release Rs 3 crore to each district to As a precautionary measure, 
atop Indrakeeladri was damaged in take up relief measures.Meanwhile, schools were closed in Vijayawada 
a rockslide. Fortunately, no one torrential rains brought life to a and others parts of the State. An 
was hurt. However, the ghat road standstill in erstwhile Krishna and alert was sounded for the people 
was closed as a precautionary Guntur districts. In Vijayawada, living near the River Krishna as 
measure. people were seen wading through floodwater was discharged at a rate 

In view of the downpour, Chief knee-deep water at some places. of 4.07 lakh cusecs. First warning 
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu National highways passing was issued at Prakasam Barrage.
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measures must be more than reactive. The Centre’s directive to enhance security in 
Murmu’s poignant call for ‘honest, hospitals is a critical response to a growing crisis 
unbiased self-introspection’ urges us to — the safety of our healthcare workers. The 
recognise the issues that allow such brutal rape and murder of a junior doctor at 
crimes to occur. Comprehensive Kolkata’s RG Kar Medical College has shocked 
training of security personnel, regular the nation and underscored the urgent need for 
security drills, and strict visitor comprehensive security measures in medical 
protocols are essential. Additionally, the institutions. This tragedy, among others, has led 
mental wellbeing of healthcare workers, President Droupadi Murmu to express her deep 
who often work under immense stress, anguish, calling for society to confront and 
must be prioritised.address the root causes of violence against 

The government’s proactive approach in women.Hospitals, meant to be sanctuaries of 
recommending security enhancement is healing, are increasingly becoming dangerous 
commendable, but the real challenge lies workplaces, particularly during the night shift 
in ensuring effective implementation at when security is often insufficient. The Centre’s 
the state and institutional levels. As a recommendation for joint security audits, 
society, we owe it to our healthcare installation of CCTV cameras and extending the 
workers to provide them with a secure 112 helpline to healthcare workers is an essential 

strict access controls are also necessary to prevent such environment where they can perform their duties without step towards creating a safer work environment. Routine 
heinous acts. Systemic vulnerabilities that make hospitals fear.night patrols, control rooms on medical campuses and 
unsafe must be addressed holistically. However, these 

Trust deficit casts a 
shadow on Ladakh plan

The India-Pakistan wind’s changing

them feel frustrated and depressed.It is sickening that consume unsuitable content that might lead to moral IT was shocking to learn during an orientation A National Institutes of Health study (2018) at the New 
the rat race to get maximum likes on digital platforms desensitisation.An overindulgence in SM leads to programme for new entrants at a law college in York-Presbyterian medical centre reported that 
and the quest for creating the best videos and stories psychological disorders; a new class of such victims Punjab that students remain occupied on social media children spending more than two hours a day on 
have made many gullible individuals share each and has already emerged. They can be seen checking their (SM) for an average of over seven hours a day, screen-time activities scored low on language and 
every moment of their private life and that of others, cell phones involuntarily — 79 times a day, leaving them with little time for sports and other thinking tests. Some children exposed to the screen 
allowing an intrusion into their privacy. It is leading according to a study — compelled by the desire to community engagements or personal activities. It is daily for more than seven hours experienced thinning 
to different kinds of behavioural abrasions, seek screen stimulation. Excessive time spent on estimated that 65 per cent of the teenagers are hooked of the brain’s cortex, the area related to critical 
relationship discord and social conflicts. Such people networking sites has the potential of dragging such on social networking service (SNS) and 72 per cent thinking and reasoning.

individuals into solitude and loneliness. In of them have direct access to the Internet. The In 2015, psychologist Marion Underwood and 
the absence of regular face-to-face number of SM accounts and Internet users has sociologist Robert Faris analysed about 1.5 
interactions, humans lose the ability to crossed the 100 crore-mark in India. According to lakh social media posts from more than 200 
recognise and respond to facial cues, voice Pew Research Centre statistics, 77 per cent of students aged 13 years and found that they 
tone and inflection, body language and the employees admit to using social networking sites had created drastically different online 
warmth of emotions.while at work.No one can deny that SM provides personas for themselves. They felt the 

people who desire to expand their social networks, The ethical consequences of addiction to SM freedom to do or say whatever they wanted to 
promote their businesses or overcome loneliness are far more serious and extend from without any inhibition or fear of 
with an incredible platform. It fosters a feeling of cyberbullying to privacy violations. consequences or repercussions. Media 
belongingness among those who need company but Notably, 30 per cent of students in middle theorist Douglas Rushkoff calls this 
cannot physically interact with their family and high school are either victims or culprits phenomenon ‘digiphrenia’, which is “the 
members, friends and relatives. SNS also makes for a of cyberbullying; 18 per cent of them are experience of trying to exist in more than one 
good pastime and a source of entertainment for all, girls. Unfortunately, 15 per cent of the incarnation of yourself at the same 
especially senior citizens. However, overindulgence victims of cyberbullying attempt suicide out time.”Studies have established that frequent 
in SM has a harmful impact on the physical, mental of depression.Anonymity on SM often stimulations received from SM sites shorten 
and overall wellbeing of its users.According to a encourages users to post inappropriate the attention span of the users, triggering far-
University of Buffalo study, excessive use of SNS by material and indulge in cybercrimes. reaching consequences. Such individuals 
college students has detrimental effects on their Although the Telecommunications Act, may find it difficult to express themselves 
physical health. They have higher levels of C- 2023, prescribes duties of the SM users and clearly, make mistakes as a result of a 
reactive protein (CRP), a sign of chronic measures to protect consumers from diminished attention to detail, and perform 
inflammation connected to major diseases like unauthorised intrusion into their privacy and badly in a variety of settings, such as social 
diabetes, malignancies and cardiovascular problems. empowers enforcement agencies to intercept situations, at their workplace and at 

do not understand that SM platforms are best meant The new generation addicted to SM is at a high risk of objectionable communication, it is not proving a educational institutions.
for impacting people and not for impressing others.suffering from the ‘blue light effect’, which is deterrent in the absence of rules and a lack of Comparison is ingrained in human nature. The fake 

produced by the light emanating from electronic The bombardment of crypted and unverified awareness among the masses.videos, manipulated information, impractical 
devices while in use. It adversely affects the information on social networking sites is cluttering Humankind now stands at a critical juncture regarding solutions and mischievous prescriptions published 
production of the melatonin hormone, which controls the users’ minds. It has snatched away from them the social media overuse. It must introspect: “Are we on SM are so mesmerising that ill-informed and 
the sleep-wake cycle or circadian rhythms, resulting joy of being and living in the moment. Moreover, using SM or has it started consuming us?” SM should innocent users start comparing their ‘real life’ with 
in sleeplessness and a weak immunity. biased SM algorithms passively make the users be used with due responsibility.others’ ‘reel life’, leading to self-doubt and making 

Securing the healers

THE August 26 tweet by Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah, announcing five new districts in 
Ladakh, had all the panache of grand 
declarations. It was a bolt from New Delhi’s 
muddy-blue sky. A surprise — cryptic, populist 
and authoritative — it lacked other details despite 
the transformational potential of the proposed 
administrative exercise.The initial Ladakhi 
reaction was surprised curiosity, which grew to 
become suspicion and, within a couple of days, 
evolved to a mild protest in Sankoo, one of the 
areas directly impacted by the proposal. This 
latest development in Ladakh, therefore, needs to 
be discussed and understood in its historical and 
political context. First, the historical chronology.

Ladakh’s population was barely 2 per cent of the 
erstwhile state of J&K. In its first phase after the 
Dogra divestiture began in 1954, citizens of what 
is now Leh district expressed their desire to 
secede from the then state of J&K, but without 
legal or institutional definition of what that 
meant. The genesis of this demand was the fear 
for the vulnerability of Ladakh’s linguistic, 
cultural and religious identities. After the 1962 
war, however, this intra-state dissent lay beneath 
the surface, although, on occasion, overtly 
expressed in the language of ethno-political 
polemics.This changed dramtically in 1989, as 
Ladakh’s opposition to the increasingly 
demonised Kashmiri became shrill and 
confessional. In the district of Leh, there was even 
an anti-Ladakhi Muslim phase, bordering on 
Islamophobia, that lingered for some time. The 
1979 division of Ladakh into two districts, Leh 
and Kargil, did not help in stemming this trend. 
These two watershed events served to intensify an 
older, more complex rivalry between Kargil and 
Leh, but this time with communal overtones. Leh 
and Kargil, predictably, drifted further apart 
economically, socially and politically.

The third phase of this drift between Leh and Kargil 
came with the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, which 
inducted a Hindu-majoritarian BJP government 
at the Centre. During the elections, the BJP 
promised Ladakh Union Territory (UT) status, a 
specific demand that was first cogently 
articulated in 2002 and pursued as a concrete 
agenda since. Thupstan Chhewang, one of 
Ladakh’s seniormost activists and respected 
politicians, was elected on the BJP ticket as 
Ladakh’s sole Member of Parliament. However, 
either because of a priori intent or later neglect, 
the BJP’s promised UT status remained 
undelivered. Procrastination planted the seeds of 
pessimism.The latter part of this same phase saw 
Ladakhis assertively research the UT model and 
other governance structures in the eastern 
Himalaya and, with a growing perception that the 
BJP had let them down. This sentiment gathered 
steam in 2018 when Chhewang resigned as 
Ladakh’s MP and from his primary membership 
in the BJP. Regardless, the BJP remained popular 
in Ladakh where it once again won the 2019 
parliamentary seat. Moreover, in 2020, the party 
swept the Hill Development Council elections. 
Despite these victories, even in 2019, an 
empowered UT with meaningful governing 
powers remained undelivered, spawning 
murmurs and protests in Ladakh.

The Home Minister’s recent virtual edict on X 
(formerly Twitter) and a bulked version of it with 
no real additional information from the PIB 
(Press Information Bureau) heralds the fourth 
phase in Ladakh’s modern politics. This structure 
suggests seven districts for Ladakh, including the 
extant ones of Leh and Kargil. The proposed five 
new districts are Zangskar, Drass, Sham, Nubra 
and Changthang. But initial inquiries suggest that 
the decision was made without consulting the 
leadership of Leh’s Apex Body or Kargil’s KDA 
(Kargil Democratic Alliance) bloc, even as both 
have been in prickly negotiations with New Delhi 
for over a year now. However, Ladakhis have 
learnt that ostensibly favourable announcements 
can be deceptive, as illustrated by the 2023-24 
anti-BJP protests and that party’s dramatic loss in 
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections. Indeed, there have 
already been pushbacks.

army chief Gen Pervez Musharraf. HAS the time come for Prime Minister 
The conversations were recorded by Modi to drop his inhibitions and say, 
Indian intelligence, transcribed and “Yes, I Will”, to Pakistan?
shown to then Pakistan Foreign For the uninitiated, much has happened 
Minister Sartaj Aziz when he stopped in the last 48 hours. In Punjab, as the 
over in Delhi en route to Beijing.Aam Aadmi Party consolidates itself in 

Aziz had been trying to defend the the face of a shrinking Shiromani Akali 
indefensible, that is, the Pakistani Dal — whose MLAs, significantly, are 
invasion at Kargil, when he was not joining their former partners, the 
confronted with the tapes. He had BJP — Pakistan Prime Minister 
nothing more to say after that.Shehbaz Sharif, whose family hails 

from Amritsar, has written to Modi, Modi has been confronted with the 
inviting him to attend a meeting of the same dilemma since 2016. He fully 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation understands that the nature of the 
(SCO) in Islamabad in October.The Pakistani state hasn’t changed and 
Ministry of External Affairs has what’s more, is unlikely to change in 
confirmed that it has received such an the near future. If he had any doubts, 
invite, but not what it intends to do the carefully instigated overthrow of 
about it. It is also true that the Pakistani Sheikh Hasina in Bangladesh next 
establishment may have put out this door — no doubt, she is fully 
news in the hope that it builds some responsible for allowing the situation 

Remember that 10 long years ago, Modi had invited public pressure inside India — bleeding-heart to reach this crescendo — should give him a clearer 
Nawaz Sharif, then Prime Minister of Pakistan, to liberals, who for their livelihood depend on reaching picture of India’s dangerous neighbourhood.
his swearing-in ceremony in Delhi and Sharif had out and touching someone, as well as the candle- So, should he continue with upping the ante — 
turned up — against the advice of his own powerful lighting brigade at Attari-Wagah can always be ‘surgical strikes’ in 2016, followed by missile 
military establishment. When Sharif returned home depended upon to push the envelope in favour of strikes in Balakote in 2019 — even though it’s clear 
from Delhi, it was said that he and his job were in talks.Equally true is the boring predictability of the that Pakistan will find new ways to hurt India every 
trouble, because he had chosen to shake the hand of naysayers. Modi cannot, must not, should not go to day? Or should he take a leaf out of Atal Bihari 
the man who was the Chief Minister of Gujarat Islamabad because Pakistan is the enemy and Vajpayee’s book and try to make peace with the 
when the 2002 riots had taken place, in which more cannot be trusted. In case you belong to this ilk, then, nation that the latter went to war with?
than a thousand Muslims had been killed. The way you should quickly pack your bags and take the next It’s clear that the wind is shifting in the India-Pakistan 
Sharif explained it — Modi was the PM of South bus to Gurdaspur, so that you have a chance to corner again. Modi remains a strong third-term 
Asia’s most powerful country, Pakistan was India’s reaffirm your animosity. Prime Minister, but he has had to go the extra mile to 
neighbour and both had been through the rough-Here, where the drones fall within spitting distance of woo both Russia and the US over Ukraine. It’s not 
and-tumble of history — it was his duty to offer the the Zero Line, that is a few km inside of the India- clear whether the Big Powers want Modi to renew 
hand of peace.The peace pipe didn’t last long. On Pakistan border, you know that the purest-grade contact with Pakistan again, which is what explains 
January 2, 2016, Pakistani terrorists attacked the white heroin load — in local parlance, chitta — that the timing of the Islamabad invite. Even if the invite 
Pathankot airbase. Soon, Modi had announced that the hexacopters carry, has been packed and placed is for a pro-China organisation, which is what the 
he was breaking off all conversation with Pakistan on the orders of the Pakistani establishment. There SCO is, perhaps the Americans are testing the 
until cross-border terrorism came to an end. The are many ways to carry out a ‘proxy war’, of waters. They certainly don’t want Pakistan to be 
deep freeze was turned on.But the truth is that eight course.Another way is to infiltrate trained terrorists fully drawn into China’s sway.
years on, cross-border terrorism has not come to an into the Jammu region. Military analysts believe And then there’s Kashmir. More than one India-
end. The Jammu terror incidents from this summer that the ambushes of Indian soldiers and Pakistan-US Track Two conversation has come 
indicate that someone continues to orchestrate the paramilitary in recent months — as many as 18 away with the revelation that Pakistan may be 
whole show from behind the scenes. “Uski tooti soldiers have been killed so far this summer — is a willing to tone down its very harsh criticism of the 
mere haath main hai” (I hold the lever in my hands) well-considered strategy by the Pakistani state to abrogation of Article 370 and return to a 
— that is how in the summer of 1999, at the height of shift the focus away from the Kashmir valley. conversation if India conducts elections in Jammu 
the Kargil War, a senior Pakistan General described So, what should PM Modi do? Should he go to & Kashmir. Guess what’s happening there in 
Pakistan’s control of cross-border terrorism to then Pakistan or not? September.

THE GREAT GAME: Imagine the boost to his popularity if Prime Minister Modi goes to Islamabad

Address systemic issues in ‘unsafe’ hospitals

Editorial

Anonymity on social media encourages users to post inappropriate material and indulge in cybercrimes.

Social media overuse taking its toll on consumers
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allegations of sexual harassment by New Delhi: Denying the sexual 
women in the industry, was made harassment allegations against him, 
public. The 235-page report, actor Jayasurya today said that he 
published after redacting names of would take legal action. The case is 
witnesses and the accused, notes among the avalanche of sexual 
that the Malayalam film industry is assault and rape allegations against 
con t ro l l ed  by  10 -15  ma le  some of Mollywood's biggest 
p r o d u c e r s ,  d i r e c t o r s ,  a n d  names, including veteran actor 
actors.Actor Minu Muneer has Siddique and filmmaker Ranjith 

Jayasurya said in an Instagram post.A accused Jayasurya and M Mukesh of Balakrishnan.Two actors have filed 
lie always travels faster than the truth sexual harassment during the cases against Jayasurya, both of 
but I believe truth will prevail. All the s h o o t i n g  o f  a  m o v i e  i n  which the actor claimed are false."I 
legal proceedings to prove my 2013.Speaking to NDTV, the actor have decided to move forward with 
innocence will continue. I have shared her harrowing ordeal. "I had a this legally. My legal team will be 
complete faith in our judicial system. bitter experience while shooting for a looking after the rest of the 
Thank you to those who contributed film. I had gone to the toilet and when proceedings regarding this case. 
to making this birthday the most I came out, Jayasurya hugged me False allegations are easy to make for 
painful one," he added.The MeToo from behind and kissed me without anyone who lacks a conscience. I 
storm in the Malayalam film industry my consent. I was shocked and I ran only hope one realises that facing a 
started after the report by Justice out," she said, adding that the actor false accusation of harassment is just 
Hema Committee, which details offered her more work.as painful as the harassment itself," 

Bihar man tries to attack Union Minister 
Giriraj Singh at event, gets beaten up

"I Only Hope...": Actor Jayasurya Breaks 
Silence On Sex Harassment Charges

councillor."One person has been New Delhi:A man was arrested on 
arrested and he is in police custody. Saturday after he tried to attack 
The Union Minister had a program Union Minister Giriraj Singh at an 
in Ballia subdivision on Saturday event in Bihar's Begusarai, the BJP 
afternoon, during which a person leader's Lok Sabha constituency. 
b e h a v e d  i n d e c e n t l y.  T h e  The accused had come to the 
policemen present in the security minister's 'Janta Darbar' (public 
cordon caught him and further grievance redressal programme) 
action is underway," he told news with a petition and was beaten up by 
agency ANI."The person's name is Singh's supporters following the 

me. At one point of time, it appeared Shahzad alias Saifi. He was caught incident.According to Singh, the 
that he would physically attack me," behaving indecently and trying to man, identified as Saifi, had dressed 
Singh said.He alleged that the break the security cordon.. He is a as a cleric and asked him to look into 
accused was not talking to him resident of Ballia and is said to be a his petition. He said the man raised 
properly."He was overpowered by ward councillor," he said.Later, slogans against him when he told him 
the people who had gathered there. Singh tweeted that he would not be the programme was over."The 
He was handed over to the police scared by such attacks.”Those who bearded person dressed like a maulvi 
l a t e r, "  t h e  U n i o n  M i n i s t e r  pamper these people on seeing their (cleric) came to me with a petition 
said.Begusarai Superintendent of beard and cap must see how love and asked me to look into it. I told him 
Police (SP) Maneesh said the accused jihad and communal tension is being that the 'Janta Darbar' was over and 
attempted to break the security created in the entire country as well as that he should have come on time. He 
cordon and was said to be a ward in Begusarai," he said.then started shouting slogans against 

Girl, 13, pregnant after 
being raped by school 
peon in Uttar Pradesh

‘Cow is Revered...Who Can Stop Them?’: Haryana CM 
Saini’s Take On Charkhi Dadri Lynching-Murder Incident

New Delhi: 

stressed, "In villages, the cow is revered 
so much, and if they (villagers) come to 
know that they are creating such a 
situation, who can stop them from 
reacting,  and whatever happens 
afterward, happens. But I want to say that 
such incidents should not take place. 
These things are unfortunate," he said. 
According to a senior police officer, on the 
day of the incident, the accused allegedly 
lured Sabir Malik to a shop under the 
pretense of selling empty plastic bottles 
and then assaulted him there. After 
bystanders intervened, the accused 
reportedly took Malik to another location, 
where they beat him again, resulting in his 

state prepares for upcoming assembly questioned about the incident, Chief Haryana police on Saturday death.
elections in just over a month. Sabir Minister Nayab Singh Saini stated at a arrested five members of a cow vigilante  Malik, who lived in a shanty near Bandhra 
Malik, a 26-year-old man from North 24 press conference, "It is not right to use group and detained two boys in village in Charkhi Dadri district, earned 
Parganas district in West Bengal, was terms like mob lynching. We have passed connection with the alleged lynching of a his livelihood by collecting waste and 
living in Hansawas village, Charkhi a strict law in the state assembly to protect man from West Bengal. rags, the police said. All five accused have 
Dadri, with his wife and 2-year-old cows, and there will be no compromise on The migrant worker was suspected of eating been arrested, and two juveniles have also 
daughter while working as a ragpicker. On that.”beef and was allegedly beaten to death in been apprehended in connection with the 

 He asserted that the August 27 incident is August 27, he was killed by a group of Charkhi Dadri district. The incident has case. The police have sent a food sample 
"unfortunate" but urged people to refrain men who lured him under the pretense of sparked strong reactions from opponents for testing at a lab in Faridabad, the officer 
from calling it lynching. Saini further giving him plastic waste. When of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) as the added. 

New Delhi: Space travel can cause shifts in the gut 
that might suppress the immune system of 
astronauts and affect their metabolism, according 
to a study.The findings help understand how space 
missions of long durations could affect health of 
astronauts, researchers said.Using genetic 
technologies, a team of researchers, led by those at 
Canada's McGill University, analysed changes in 
the guts, colons and livers of mice onboard the 
International Space Station or the ISS over a 
period of three months.

An international collaboration of NASA and other 
space agencies, the ISS is a spacecraft in the 
Earth's orbit. It is a unique science lab and serves as 
a "home where crews of astronauts" live, 
according to the NASA.he authors found 
significant shifts in gut bacteria that indicated 
changes in the mice's liver and intestinal genes, 
suggesting that spaceflight might suppress the 

immune system and alter metabolism.
"These interactions suggest disruption of the signals, 

metabolites, and immune factors exchanged 
across the gut-liver axis which are likely to drive 
glucose and lipid (fat) dysregulation," the authors 
wrote in the study published in the journal npj 
Biofilms and Microbiomes.Collectively, these 
multiomic findings suggest host-gut microbiome 
interactions during spaceflight are likely to 
underlie widespread changes to host physiology 
which could pose a risk to health," they wrote.The 
researchers said the study's results can help 
develop safeguards and ensure success of future 
space missions, from establishing a long-term 
presence on the Moon to sending humans to 
Mars."Spaceflight extensively alters astronauts' 
bodies, yet we still don't fully understand why. By 
using advanced techniques to study both gut 
bacteria and genes at the same time, we're 
beginning to see patterns that could explain those 
changes and help us develop safeguards for future 
missions," lead author Emmanuel Gonzalez from 
the McGill University said. 

New Study Explains How 
Space Travel Can Affect 

Astronauts' Bodies

JD(U) leader KC Tyagi quits as party 
spokesperson, cites personal reason

letter to the party leadership. Bihar from 2013 to 2016 and was a demand put forth by the INDIA bloc 
However, sources suggested that Lok Sabha member from 1989 to 1991 parties.The JD(U) leader had also spoken 
the resignation was due to the from the Hapur constituency.Tyagi against the Union Public Service 
leadership's displeasure with his was a signatory to a recent statement Commission (UPSC)’s decision to appoint 
recent statements on various put out by present and former MPs, “talented and motivated Indian nationals” 
issues.Rajiv Ranjan Prasad will be condemning Israel's actions, saying to the posts of Joint Secretary, Director, and 
replacing Tyagi as the new national "India can not be complicit in this Deputy Secretary in 24 ministries of the 
spokesperson of the party, the party genocide". Union government through lateral 
announced.According to sources, The party sources talked to India Today recruitment.
Tyagi resigned because the party also cited his comments on the JD(U) sources also alleged that Tyagi 
leadership felt that his statements, Supreme Court's decision regarding frequently presented his personal views on 
including the recent one on the SC/ST and on the issue of lateral entry these issues as if they were the views of the 
Israel-Palestine issue and the jobs under UPSC, stating that these party.With two senior JD(U) leaders, 

and that there were talks of alleged lateral entry controversy, deviated were made without prior discussion including Union minister Lalan Singh and 
differences within the National Democratic from the party line. He had urged the within the party.Commenting after the its parliamentary party leader Sanjay Jha, 
Alliance (NDA) due to his remarks.Tyagi, Centre to stop arms supplies to Israel and Supreme Court refused to stay the Patna based in Delhi, there is a view in the party Patna. Senior Janata Dal (United) leader KC 
the 73-year-old leader, has been with Nitish had stated that India supports peace and a High Court's order that set aside the state that the two leaders should be left to shape Tyagi resigned as the party's national 
Kumar throughout his political journey and ceasefire in Gaza. government's amendments to increase the the ties with the BJP without frequent spokesperson, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
has been considered as a prominent face of Party sources alleged that Tyagi made quota, Tyagi said that the JD(U) is in favour public interjections of Tyagi, news agency Kumar's party said on Sunday. Tyagi cited 
the party. He was a Rajya Sabha MP from statements without consulting the leaders of a caste-based census in the country, a key PTI reported."personal reason" for his resignation in his 

New Delhi:A 13-year-old girl was allegedly raped by a 
government school peon and his accomplice in 
Farrukhabad in Uttar Pradesh, police said.The 
incident came to light five months later when the girl's 
parents discovered she was pregnant and filed a 
complaint on Saturday (August 31), news agency PTI 
reported.Police was quoted by PTI as saying that a few 
months ago, the girl had gone to the washroom at 
night, when the school people, Pankaj and another 
person from the village, Amit, caught her. They took 
her to an empty house where Amit raped her, while 
Pankaj kept a watch outside.

The girl was then threatened that she would be killed if 
she revealed the incident to anyone.However, on 
Saturday, her mother found that she was five-months 
pregnant, following which she revealed the 
incident.An FIR has been lodged on charges of rape 
and under provisions of the Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act against the 
accused. No arrests have been made in the case yet, an 
official was quoted as saying by PTI.Pankaj got a job 
as a peon in a council school as the dependent of a 
deceased, police said.

�Rajiv Ranjan Prasad to 

replace KC Tyagi as JD(U) 

spokesperson
�Tyagi cites 'personal reason' 

in resignation letter, says 

party
�Party sources suggest 

displeasure of party 

leadership over his 

statements

Haryana CM Saini 
downplays the Charkhi 
Dadri lynching, calling 
it "unfortunate" but 
insists it's not mob 
lynching, sparking 
controversy with his 
remarks on cow 
reverence.

The price reduction will help 

ease the burden on airlines for 

whom fuel makes up for almost 

40 per cent of the operating cost.

Jet Fuel Price Cut 4.6%, 
Commercial Cooking Gas Up By  
39 Per Cylinder

New Delhi: Jet fuel, or ATF, price was on Sunday 
reduced by 4.6 per cent while the rate of commercial 
LPG used in hotels and restaurants was hiked by ? 
39 per 19-kg cylinder in the monthly revision done 
in line with international oil price trends.Aviation 
turbine fuel (ATF) price was cut by ? 4,495.5 per 
kilolitre, or 4.58 per cent, to ? 93,480.22 per kl in the 
national capital, according to state-owned fuel 
retailers.The price reduction will help ease the 
burden on airlines for whom fuel makes up for 
almost 40 per cent of the operating cost.

The reduction follows two rounds of monthly price 
increases. Jet fuel prices were on August 1 raised by 
2 per cent or ? 1,827.34 per kl and by 1.2 per cent (Rs 
1,179.37 per kl). These hikes followed a steep 6.5 
per cent (Rs 6,673.87 per kl) reduction effected on 
June 1.

The ATF rate in Mumbai was reduced to ? 87,432.78 
p e r  k l  o n  S u n d a y  f r o m  ?  9 1 , 6 5 0 . 3 4  
previously.Prices differ from state to state 
depend ing  on  the  inc idence  o f  l oca l  
taxes.Alongside, oil firms increased the price of 
commercial LPG by  39 to  1,691.50 per 19-kg 
cylinder.

This is the second straight monthly increase. Prices 
were hiked by 6.5 per cylinder on August 1. The two 
rounds of increase follow four monthly price 
reductions. In four price reductions, rates were cut 
by 148 per 19-kg cylinder.Commercial LPG now 
costs  1,644 per 19-kg cylinder in Mumbai,  
1,802.50 in Kolkata and  1,855 in Chennai.Rate of 
cooking gas used in domestic households, however, 
remained unchanged at  803 per 14.2-kg cylinder.

State-owned Indian Oil Corporation (IOC), Bharat 
Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL), and Hindustan 
Petroleum Corporation Ltd (HPCL) revise prices of 
ATF and cooking gas on the first of every month 
based on the average price of benchmark 
international fuel and foreign exchange rate.Prices 
of petrol and diesel continue to remain frozen. Rates 
had been cut ? 2 per litre in mid-March. Petrol costs 
? 94.72 a litre in Delhi while diesel is priced at ? 
87.62. PTI ANZ TRB TRB.

KC Tyagi resigned as the JD(U)'s national spokesperson citing 'personal reason', while sources suggest that it was due to the party's dissatisfaction with his recent statements.
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Alastair Cook praised Joe Root as a 

'genius' and called him England's 

greatest after the 33-year-old 

surpassed his former England captain's 

tally of  33 to record the most number 

of  Test centuries for England.

NEWS BOX

New Delhi.  On this day in 2015, Virat Kohli's The series began in Galle, where India faced 
a surprising defeat despite being in a Test captaincy era began on a high note with 

a historic 2–1 series win against Sri Lanka. commanding position for most of the 
This was a significant milestone, marking match. Chasing a modest target of 176, the 
India's first Test series victory on Sri Lankan 
soil in 22 years. When Kohli took over 
as Test captain, following the 
retirement of MS Dhoni from Test 
cricket in late 2014, expectations were 
high, but so were the challenges. 
Kohli, known for his intense passion 
for the game and aggressive style, was 
stepping into big shoes, and his first 
full series as captain would be a 
crucial test of his leadership. For 
Kohli, it was more than just winning a from the onset. Centuries from Ajinkya 
series, it was about setting the tone for Rahane and Murali Vijay, along with a five-
the future, establishing a fearless and wicket haul by Ravichandran Ashwin, 
determined approach to the game that helped India secure a massive 278-run 
w a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  h i s  o w n  

victory, levelling the series at 1-1.Indian batting line-up collapsed to 112 all personality.The win cemented Kohli's place 
The third and final Test, also in Colombo, was out, giving Sri Lanka a 63-run victory. as a leader who could inspire his team to 

the decider. Kohli led from the front, but it achieve greatness. This series victory would Kohli, who scored 103 runs in the first 
was Cheteshwar Pujara's gritty145 that go on to be remembered as the moment innings, was visibly disappointed, but his 
stood out. Pujara's marathon innings, when Kohli's captaincy era truly began, determination to turn things around was 
suppor ted by Ashwin 's  a l l - round marking the start of a new chapter in Indian evident.
performance, ensured India posted a cricket, defined by aggressive intent, A legacy that inspired upcoming generation
challenging total. Ashwin, along with pacer resilience, and an unyielding will to win. It In the second Test at Colombo, India bounced 
Ishant Sharma, dismantled the Sri Lankan also set the tone for India's dominance in 

back strongly. Kohli's belief in his young 
batting line-up, giving India a 117-run win Test cricket under his captaincy.

team paid off as they dominated the match 
and clinching the series.A loss in the opener Test match

"First of all, I am very happy to be selected and 
thank you for all your wishes. I think I am 
feeling great, I worked very hard for this 
moment,” said Samit in a video shared by 
Star Sports Kannada on X.Samit is currently 
playing in the Maharaja T20 Trophy for 
Mysuru Warriors. However, the right-
handed hasn’t had a memorable time in the 
league scoring just 82 runs from seven 
innings at an average of 11.71 and a strike 
rate of 113.88. His highest score of the 
tournament came against Gulbarga Mystics 
where he scored 33 (24) with the help of four 

Notably, Samit was picked for the fours and a six.
upcoming multi-format series against Samit's all-round show in Cooch Behar 
Australia under 19 set to begin from Trophy 2023-24Earlier, Samit was the 
September 21 in India. fourth-highest run scorer for Karnataka in 

The two teams will be facing off in three One the Cooch Behar Trophy 2023-24 with 362 
Day games and two four-day matches in runs from ten at an average of 36.20 with New Delhi Legendary India cricketer and Puducherry and Chennai. Commenting on three half-centuries to his name and a highest former India head coach Rahul Dravid’s son his selection, the 18-year-old said that he score of 98. The right-arm seamer also Samit, gave his reaction on earning his was elated to be a part of the team and picked up 16 wickets from 15 innings at an maiden selection in the India Under 19 team. thanked his fans for the wishes. average of 19.31.

Samit Dravid reacts to India Under 19 

selection for Australia series

Alex de Minaur beat Dan Evans in the third 
round of the US Open men’s singles on 
Sunday, September 1 at Louis Armstrong 
Stadium and secured his place in the 
quarter-finals of the event. The 25-year-old 
beat the British player rather comfortably by 
6-3, 6 (4)-7, 6-0, 6-0.The Australian also 
became the first player from his nation to 
reach the fourth round of all Grand Slam 
tournaments in the same season since 
Lleyton Hewitt 20 years ago. De Minaur 
won the first set rather comfortably beating 
Evans by 6-3. However, the British player 
made a good comeback in the second set 
winning a tight tie-breaker by 7-6 (4).Just 
when Evans looked to claw his way back 
into the game, he suffered an injury and 

ended up losing the remaining two sets in six 
straight games each. However, he was 
praised by De Minaur after the match for 
continuing to fight and not withdrawing 
from the match.“We should show a lot of 
respect for Dan. He’s the ultimate 
competitor. He could have easily pulled out; 
the body obviously wasn’t feeling well. But 
he stayed out and tried his best and I really 
appreciate it,” said De Minaur in his on-
court interview.The highest-ranked player 
from his country said that he’s proud of his 
achievements this year and spoke about his 
struggles coming back from injury.”I’m 
super proud of what I’ve been able to 
achieve this year. It’s been tough coming 
back from injury, but I’m so happy to be 
back here in New York playing these kind of 
matches. Let’s keep it going,” he added.

It’s a pity I've got to play against Thompson: 
De Minaur

De Minaur will be up against his compatriot 
Jordan Thompson in the next game in the 
all-Australian clash. Speaking ahead of the 
match, he praised his fellow countrymen 
Thompson and Alexie Popyrin and 
mentioned how the latter beat Novak 
Djokovic.“It’s so good for Australian tennis 
to show what we’re capable of. Alexei 
putting on a show last night to beat Novak. 
Jordan playing some incredible tennis. It’s a 
pity we’ve got to play each other. 

claim the 5th spot in the all-time top run- Cook recalls Root's teen days
scorers in red-ball cricket. Cook, who was Cook was in the opposition when a teenage 
England's captain during Root's first 53 Root made his List A debut as an 18-year-
Tests, believes the 33-year-old is deserving old in 2009, scoring 63 off 95 balls for 
of holding the record for the most Test Yorkshire against Essex. "He couldn't get 
hundreds for their country. the ball off the square," Cook recalled. 

"He is quite simply England's greatest, and it's "Everyone said, 'He's a good player,' but I 
absolutely right that he should have this didn't see that."Three years later, Cook was 
record on his own," Cook told the BBC. England's Test captain when Root made his 
"Take it in, Joe. We are watching a genius. I international debut in the final match of the 
don't think there's a batsman that I can series against India, which England won 2-

match."He's just got the final one to tick off remember watching who gives off the same 1. "I saw someone mentally ready to play Former England captain Alastair Cook praised 
next week," Cook said. "In this kind of form, sense of inevitability about scoring runs as Test cricket," Cook said. "The only question Joe Root, calling him the nation's greatest 
there's no reason why he can't."Root now Joe Root does. I called it when he was on was how he would handle it when he walked after he scored his 34th Test century at Lord's 
has 50 international centuries. Earlier on about six today, that he was going to get 100. out to bat for the first time."The game was in Cricket Ground. Root surpassed Cook to 
Day 1 of the 2nd Test match, Root equalled I know he's in great form, but it's just a the balance, and he walked out to bat with record the most Test centuries for England. A 
Cook's record with his 33rd Test hundred. pleasure to watch a master, a craftsman at his England cap on, looking 13, with a twin hundred at the iconic Lord's venue took 
However, it didn't take him long to break the work." massive smile on his face. I watched his first his Test aggregate to 12,377 runs. Root now 
record, as he scored 103 runs from 121 balls. few balls and thought, 'This bloke is here to needs just 96 more runs to overtake both Root leads the way in Tests
This was also his seventh hundred at Lord's, stay.' I honestly said, 'He's scoring 10,000 Cook and Kumar Sangakkara. If he manages Cook also believes that Root will overtake 
as he swept away the record for most tons at runs.'it."to do so in the 3rd Test at The Oval, he will him and Sangakkara in the next Test 
the 'Home of Cricket.'

decisions from behind the stumps.
"We have been playing together since 

2008/09, and while there's an age 
gap, I wouldn't necessarily say I'm 
like an older brother or anything; 
we've just been colleagues who have 
played for India for a long time. He 
has been among the best in world 
cricket," Dhoni said at an event.

The 'Mahirat' bond
Whether it's their heart-warming New Delhi.  Former India captain MS 

moments on the field or the mutual Dhoni opened up about the bond he 
respect they show off it, "Mahirat," shared with Virat Kohli. The two 
as fans affectionately call them, has stalwarts have been pillars of Indian 
been loved by all. Since Dhoni's cricket for more than a decade. While 
retirement, fans have eagerly Dhoni acknowledged the age gap 
awaited the IPL to see him and Kohli between them, he emphasised that they 
t o g e t h e r  a g a i n .  K o h l i  h a s  share a great bond as "colleagues" in the 
consistently shown respect towards Indian team. Dhoni also praised Kohli as 
Dhoni, even crediting him for giving one of the best players in world cricket. 
him opportunities early in his career. Dhoni announced his retirement from 
In a previous interview, Kohli international cricket on August 15, 2020.
revealed that Dhoni was the only one Indian cricket fans have always admired 
who reached out to him after he the partnership between Dhoni and Kohli 
stepped down as Test captain.on the field and their camaraderie off it. 

Despite Kohli being known for his Kohli took over the captaincy from Dhoni 
flamboyant style and Dhoni for his when he stepped down from leading India the duo ensured a smooth transition, with captain. Kohli never hesitated to seek 

calm and cool demeanor, the admiration in late December 2014 in Tests and in late Dhoni continuing to be part of India's Dhoni's opinion while making DRS calls, 
between the two players is evident.2016 in the white-ball format. However, white-ball setup when Kohli became the as Dhoni was rarely wrong with his 

Joe Root is England's greatest: Alastair 
Cook praises after 34th Test hundred

MS Dhoni opens up about 'elder 
brotherly' bond with Virat Kohli

On This Day in 2015: Virat Kohli era kicks 
off  with historic triumph in Sri Lanka

New Delhi. Fifth seed Daniil Medvedev 
cruised into the Round of 16 at the US Open 
2024, denying young Italian Flavio Cobolli 
from pulling off the third major upset of the 
tournament. The US Open 2024 witnessed 
the shocking exits of defending champion 
and four-time US Open winner Novak 
Djokovic, along with 2022 US Open 
champion Carlos Alcaraz, both in Round 3. 
This leaves Medvedev, the 2021 US Open 
champion, as the only former New York 
champion left in the men's draw.In the 
women's singles event, Beatriz Haddad Maia 
advanced to Round 4 after her straight-set 
win against Anna Kalinskaya, 6-3, 6-1. This 
victory followed a controversial video review 
that appeared to derail her Russian opponent. 

Medvedev won 6-3, 6-4, 6-3 against Cobolli, 
marking his sixth consecutive US Open 
Round of 16 appearance, a streak he has 
maintained since 2019. Since 2020, no one 
has accumulated more hard court wins than 
Medvedev, who has also reached the Round 
of 16 in all Grand Slams this year."I said it 
before the match that to me, upsets don't 
really matter. The conditions are a bit tricky," 
Medvedev said. "The favourites maybe have 
less margin against the other guys. I just have 
to be more cautious. If I play good tennis, I 
can win the whole thing. If I don't play good, I 
can lose against anyone. I just have to play my 
best and try to win."The 2021 champion and 
two-time finalist has now reached the second 
week at Flushing Meadows six straight years, 
and will next face Portugal's Nuno Borges.

The controversial review call
Beatriz Haddad Maia secured her Round of 16 

spot after her third-round win at Louis 
Armstrong Stadium. Kalinskaya led 2-0 in 
the first set but was unsettled after a video 
review call.She claimed her Brazilian 
opponent won a point off a double bounce, 
but chair umpire Miriam Bley reviewed the 
play and ruled the shot valid. 

Joe Root opens up on 
approaching Sachin 

Tendulkar's all-time Test 
runs record

New Delhi. World No. 1 Iga Swiatek met the 
23-time Gran Slam champion Serena 
Williams as she arrived at Flushing 
Meadows as a 'viewer' this time. The former 
tennis player appeared at the court after two 
years to her last appearance at the US Open 
2022. Williams dominated the US Open 
throughout her career, having won 6 titles 
here. However, she bid an emotional adieu to 
the hard court after the Round 3 match 
against Australian Ajla Tomljanovic. She 
graced the hard court this time and wore her 
iconic short-pleated denim skirt and jacket 
look as she attended the matches.Williams 
was seen chatting with Swiatek at the 
player's gym ahead of her Round 3 match 
against Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova at the 
Arthur Ashe Stadium. Swiatek revealed that 
her chat with Williams inspired her as she 
won Round 3. The No. 1 seeded player was 
also elated after knowing that Williams was 
cheering for her to win the title. After saying 

goodbye to tennis, Williams remained busy 
with her business enterprises and welcomed 
the birth of her second daughter last year. 
She watched World No. 1 Jannik Sinner 
pulling off a straight set win over 
Christopher O'Connell. She also caught 
some of American Tommy Paul's action over 
Gabriel Diallo."More inspired me and it 
gave me, like, a positive kick, so it was nice. 
"It was really nice to see her. She has a lot of 
positive energy. It's nice that she came on-
site and she was chatting with the players, 
because for me, yeah, I still felt, even though 
we met before and for like a couple of years 
we have been on the same sides and on tour 
together, she's still like star-striking me," 
Swiatek said in the press conference."It was 
nice that she approached me, because I 
wouldn't, for sure, find courage to do that 
(smiling) if it was the other way. But, yeah, 
she's really nice and really positive. I'm 
happy that she's following tennis, you know, 
and, like, my game, because she told me that 
she's cheering for me. It's always nice to hear 
that from somebody like Serena."The 2022 
US Open champion Siatek dominated in 
Round 3 with a 6-4, 6-2 win over 
Pavlyuchenkova. Swiatek will meet 16th-
seeded Liudmila Samsonova of Russia in the 
Round of 16.Meanwhile, Williams' old 
friend Caroline Wozniacki, who was back on 
tour after a maternity break, joked that she 
was "pretty mad" that she didn't spot 
Williams in the stands at her match.

US Open: Alex de Minaur 
thrashes Evans to set up 

Australian clash with Thompson

MS Dhoni opened up about his 

bond with Virat Kohli and hailed 

him as one of the best batters in 

world cricket.

Serena Williams told she is 
cheering for me: Iga Swiatek 

'star-struck' at US Open

Legendary India cricketer 
and former India head 
coach Rahul Dravid's son 
Samit reacted to his maiden 
call up to the Indian Under 
19 team for the Australia 
series.

ZVirat Kohli's Test captaincy era 

kickstarted on a triumphant 

note with a 2-1 win over Sri 

Lanka. India won their first-ever 

Test series in the island nation 

in 22 years.

New Delhi, Monday, 2 September 2024 THE SIKH TIMES




