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Shah at BJP manifesto launch for J-K polls
Simmi Kaur Babbar

Jammu, Sep 6: Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Jammu and Kashmir BJP president
Ravinder Raina, Union Ministers Jitendra
Singh and G Kishan Reddy and
others release the party's elec-
tion manifesto ahead of the
state Assembly elections, in
Jammu on September 6, 2024.
Highlighting an appreciable
decrease in terror-related and
stone-pelting incidents in the
past 10 years in Jammu and
Kashmir, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Friday
asserted that Article 370 has
become “history” and will
never make a comeback.
Releasing the BJP’s manifesto
for the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly polls at a press con-
ference here, Shah also ques-
tioned Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on his party’s alliance with the
National Conference (NC), and urged people
to vote for the BJP to continue good gover-
nance. He said the last 10-year period will be
written about in golden letters in the history
of the country and Jammu and Kashmir. Shah

reached Jammu earlier in the day on a two-
day visit to kick-start the BJP’s campaign for
the Assembly polls scheduled to be held in
three phases on September 18, 25 and

October 1. This is the first election in the erst-
while state after its special status under
Article 370 of the Constitution was revoked
and it was bifurcated into two Union territo-
ries – Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh – in
August 2019. “It is sad, I have gone through

the agenda of the NC and seen the Congress
supporting it. I want to make it clear to the
whole country that Article 370 and Article
35A have become history and will never make

a comeback,” Shah said
before talking about his
party’s manifesto. He said
Article 370 is not part of the
Constitution anymore. “This
Article was the reason why
weapons and stones were
handed to the youth and
they were then facilitated to
tread the path of terrorism
instead of contributing to
development,” Shah added.
The BJP leader also accused
the previous governments of
bowing down before sepa-
ratism, and said peace,
development and social jus-
tice were restored on the
ground after the abrogation
of Article 370. “There used

to be a time when separatists were calling the
shots and making demands. The govern-
ments were bowing down before groups like
the Hurriyat Conference… different state and
non-state actors linked to terrorism and sepa-
ratism destabilised J&K as all the govern-

ments were involved in appeasement. But
after 2014, whenever the history of India and
J&K will be written, I believe these 10 years
will be written about in golden words,” he
said. Shah added that the past 10 years saw
peace, prosperity and development. “The
sound of guns and bomb blasts used to be
heard in Kashmir for a very long time but
everything changed in the last 10 years. A
total of 7,217 (terror-related) incidents hap-
pened between 2004 and 2014 but the number
dropped to 2,272 between 2014 and 2024,
marking a 70 per cent decrease. The overall
killings also dropped by 76 per cent and civil-
ian killings by 80 per cent while there is a
huge downward trend in security force casual-
ties,” the minister said. He said stone-pelting
incidents dropped from 2,654 in 2010 to zero
post-August 2019, while Pakistan-sponsored
strikes also came down to zero from 132 earli-
er. Not a single person died nor were security
personnel injured in stone-pelting as com-
pared to 112 deaths in the previous years,
Shah said. “After 30 years, Kashmir tourism
has got a big boost. Nightshows have become
the new reality and processions by Shia
mourners are being allowed for the first time
in more than 32 years. Amarnath Yatra and
Vaishno Devi pilgrimage also witnessed
record-breaking numbers,” he said. 

When will full statehood return to J-K, why has
security situation deteriorated there: Jairam

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, Sep 06: The Congress on

Friday took a swipe at Home Minister Amit
Shah over the government’s policy on Jammu
and Kashmir, asking when full statehood
would be restored and why the security situa-
tion there had “deteriorated under your
watch”. Congress general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam Ramesh also asked
why the Centre was attempting to “infringe”
on the Jammu and Kashmir political execu-
tive’s powers and why the economic situation
in the Union Territory had only “declined”
since 2019. “The self-styled Chanakya is in
Jammu and Kashmir today. Since the fall of
the PDP-BJP government in 2018, Jammu and
Kashmir has been administered primarily by
the home ministry,” he said in a statement,
adding that there were four questions the
“swaghoshit (self-declared) Chanakya”
should answer about his governance. Ramesh
alleged that since 2018, the people of Jammu
and Kashmir were denied any avenue to
express grievances and the region had
become a bureaucratic fiefdom controlled by

the BJP-RSS cabal. “While claiming to have
ended special status for Jammu and Kashmir,
the government has, in fact, cre-
ated an extra-special situation of a
new and unique political system:
one where the state has been
downgraded to a Union
Territory, elections have been
suspended, and all norms of con-
stitutional morality violated,” he
alleged. In his speech in
Parliament on December 11,
2023, Shah said that full state-
hood to Jammu and Kashmir
would be restored at an “appro-
priate time”, Ramesh pointed out.
“Five years after being stripped
of their statehood, the people of
Jammu and Kashmir still lack
clarity on what the timeline for
this return of statehood is. Based
on the experience of the last five years, where
assembly elections were delayed on one pre-
text or the other, the people of Jammu and
Kashmir don’t buy the Centre’s assurance of
restoration of statehood,” he said. Ramesh

asked if the Home Minister could give a
straight answer to the key question of when

full statehood would return. He further said
one of the most repeated talking points of “the
non-biological prime minister, the self-styled
Chanakya, and their ministers” was that the
abrogation of Article 370 curbed terrorism in

Jammu and Kashmir. “The mood on the
ground, however, is one of anxiety. At least 51

security personnel have been killed
to the south of Pir Panjal since 2021,
in an area where there were no major
incidents of terrorism between 2007
and 2014,” he said. “In the last few
weeks, it has spread even to neigh-
bouring districts that we considered
largely peaceful: as evinced by the
attack in Reasi on 9th June, the attack
in Kathua on 10th June, and in Doda
on 11th June,” Ramesh said.
Infiltration from Pakistan is rising
and a palpable sense of insecurity
prevails across Jammu and Kashmir,
the Congress leader claimed. “The
home minister has been conspicuous-
ly silent even amidst this surge in ter-
rorism. Why has his government
failed to salvage the security situation

in Jammu and Kashmir? What is his vision to
restore normalcy? Why is the central govern-
ment consistently lying to the country about
the security situation in Jammu and Kashmir?

” Ramesh asked. He also questioned why

Focus on Rahul Gandhi on his first visit to
US as Leader of Opposition

Navdeep Singh Sahni
Chandigarh, Sep 6: Congress MP

Rahul Gandhi would visit the United States
from September 8 to 10. This is his first visit
to the US after this year’s Lok Sabha elec-
tions, following which he became the
Leader of Opposition (LoP) in the
lower house of parliament.
According to Congress leaders,
Rahul’s itinerary comprises several
interactions in Washington DC and
Dallas, including at the University of
Texas. The visit is being watched
keenly by the Bharatiya Janata Party
because his past statements on for-
eign soil have stirred up political con-
troversies — during his last visit to
the US in 2023, for instance, Gandhi
attracted a lot of attention thanks to
his criticism of the Indian govern-
ment and its functioning. The BJP
has severely criticised comments
Gandhi has made in his speeches abroad,
asserting that criticism of the Indian gov-
ernment on foreign soil undermines the

country’s global standing. The ruling party
has also argued that domestic disagree-
ments, if any, should be sorted in the coun-
try and not raked up on foreign soil. Apart
from the expected interest among political
observers and the media, what makes this

visit interesting is that it precedes Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s expected visit to
the US. Therefore, what Gandhi may say in
the US could set the narrative for the PM to

follow in his meetings with the Indian
Diaspora. Gandhi will meet academics,
journalists, representatives of think-tanks,
technocrats, businessmen and other peo-
ple from the Indian Diaspora and local com-
munities, according to Congress leaders.

They say that Gandhi has evoked a lot of
overseas interest after the party’s “good
run” in the Lok Sabha elections and him
becoming the LoP. The Indian Overseas
Congress claims that it has been “bom-
barded with requests” for meetings with
Gandhi. Party leaders say that after the
2024 Lok Sabha elections, the post of the
LoP has gained prominence after 10
years, and the "world wants to listen to
Gandhi, his views on democracy,
Constitution and India’s future". “Since
Mr Rahul Gandhi has become the
Leader of Opposition, I as chairman of
the Indian Overseas Congress with pres-
ence in 32 countries have been bom-

barded with requests from Indian diaspora,
diplomats, academicians, businessmen,
leaders, and international media for interac-
tions with Mr Rahul Gandhi. 

SC dismisses RG Kar ex-principal's plea challenging HC order
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Sep 6: CBI officials pro-
duce the former principal of RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital Sandip
Ghosh, arrested in connection with
the alleged financial misconduct at
the establishment, at a City Court in
Kolkata, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024.(PTI
Photo) The Supreme Court on
Friday dismissed former principal of
Kolkata's RG Kar Medical College
and Hospital Sandip Ghosh’s petition
against the Calcutta High Court
order rejecting his plea to be heard
in a PIL alleging financial irregulari-
ties at the institute during his tenure.
"You were the principal of the college
when the incident took place. The
high court has not commented on corrup-
tion or the crime. As an accused, you have
no locus (standi) to intervene in a PIL
when the High Court is monitoring the
investigation and transferring to the CBI,"
a three-judge Bench led by CJI DY
Chandrachud told senior advocate

Meenaakshi Arora, who represented
Ghosh. Arora said she was not against the
probe but was aggrieved by certain
adverse remarks made by the high court

linking the alleged irregularities with the
rape-murder of a trainee doctor on the hos-
pital campus. As she said the PIL filed by
Akhtar Ali -- a former Deputy
Superintendent of the RG Kar Hospital –
was motivated, the Bench said, "We don't
have to give Akhtar Ali a clean chit. These
are not matters which can be disposed of

on a technicality that three PILs were dis-
missed. The High Court has transferred
the investigation to the CBI. At this stage,
you have no locus (standi) at all. Akhtar

Ali himself may be a subject of
inquiry.” Facing a CBI probe for
alleged financial irregularities dur-
ing his tenure, Ghosh had moved the
Supreme Court challenging the
Calcutta High Court order dismiss-
ing his plea to be added as a party to
a petition on the issue. The high
court had on August 23 transferred
the probe into alleged financial irreg-
ularities from a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) set up by the state gov-
ernment to the CBI. Ghosh had con-
tended that the investigation was

transferred by the High Court without giv-
ing him an opportunity to present his side.
The high court's August 23 order had
come on a petition by Ali, who had
requested a probe by the Enforcement
Directorate into alleged financial miscon-
duct at the hospital during the tenure of
Ghosh. 

Any BJP candidate will defeat
Phogat, Punia in Haryana: Brij

Bhushan Singh
ST Correspondent

Gonda (UP), Sep 6: Former BJP MP and ex-WFI
chief Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh on Friday sought to
downplay wrestlers Vinesh Phogat and Bajrang Punia’s
foray into politics, saying any BJP candidate will defeat
them if they contest in Haryana and also offered to cam-
paign in the upcoming Assembly elections should his

party allow. Talking to mediapersons at his residence
Vishnoharpur, about 40 km from the district headquar-
ters, he said, “These wrestlers made a name in the sport
and became famous on the strength of wrestling. Now
after joining the Congress, their name will be erased.”
Earlier, Phogat and Punia, who were at the forefront of
the wrestlers’ protest against the then WFI chief Singh,
joined the Congress with a vow of “not being scared or
backing off”. There are indications that both or at least
one might contest the October 5 Assembly polls in
Haryana. Reacting to this development, Singh said,
“These people consider politics to be a wind. They are
thinking that they will win the assembly elections from
Haryana. They can contest from any assembly seat in
Haryana, a small BJP candidate will defeat them.” He
went on to add: “If my party directs, I will also go and
campaign in the Haryana Assembly elections. I claim
that I will get maximum support from the people of their
community. I am ready to campaign in favour of the BJP
candidate in front of them as well.” He also claimed that
during the Lok Sabha elections, the “people of Haryana
were saying that if you come and contest elections from
here, we will make you win, but at that time I had refused
them”. Singh said many Congress leaders joined the
wrestlers’ protests in the name of getting justice for
them. “One after the other, many wrestlers were made
their pawns. The Congress, along with the wrestlers, has
destroyed wrestling in this country,” he alleged. He
claimed that during the rule of the Congress, wrestling
was not known in the country. “After becoming the pres-
ident of the WFI, due to my efforts, people started know-
ing about wrestling in India and wrestlers won medals in
international competitions.

Karnataka Covid panel mentions
irregularities of crores

Bengaluru, Sep 6: Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah raised the subject related to
Justice Michael D'Cunha commission's
report on irregularities during COVID-19
pandemic. File photo Karnataka minister H K
Patil on Thursday said the Justice John
Michael Cunha panel in its report on the
COVID-19 management has mentioned irreg-
ularities of ‘crores of rupees' during the pre-
vious BJP government in the state. The pre-
liminary inquiry report has been assigned to
a team of officers comprising Chief Secretary
Shalini Rajneesh, Additional Chief Secretary
to the Chief Minister and some other officers
to analyse it and file a report in a month, Patil,
who holds Law and Parliamentary Affairs
portfolio, told reporters after the cabinet
meeting on Thursday. The minister said
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah raised the sub-
ject related to Justice Michael D'Cunha com-
mission's report on irregularities during
COVID-19 pandemic. The report comprising
five to six volumes has been submitted, he
added. “Justice D'Cunha has mentioned
about the irregularities of hundreds of crores
of rupees. There is also a reference to the
missing files. The report has taken into
account the public accounts committee
report and many details.

Bomb attack at former
Manipur CM Koireng’s

residence kills 1
Sanjay Kumar

Imphal, Sep 6: The rocket which fell
on the compound of former chief minister
Mairembam Koireng’s residence seemed
to be an improvised one. An elderly man
was killed and five others were injured
after suspected militants launched a bomb
attack on a residential area of Moirang in
Bishnupur district on Friday afternoon,
officials said. The rocket which fell on the
compound of former chief minister
Mairembam Koireng’s residence seemed
to be an improvised one. “The elderly man
was preparing for some religious rituals in
the compound when the bomb exploded.
He died on the spot,” the official said. The
rocket fell at a spot around two km from
the Indian National Army (INA) head-
quarters complex. On April 14, 1944,
Lieutenant Colonel Shaukat Ali of INA
hoisted the Tricolour of free India for the
first time on Indian soil under the guid-
ance of INA Supreme Commander Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose at Moirang. Earlier
in the day, a rocket was fired from an ele-
vated position in the nearby hill areas
toward the low-lying residential locality of
Tronglaobi, located around 45km from
the state capital Imphal. 

Adani delivers Teacher's
Day lecture at Mumbai

college that rejected him
Mumbai: Sep 6: Gautam Adani had in

the late 1970s applied for admission to a
Mumbai college, but his application was
rejected. He did not pursue education but
turned to business and went on to build a
USD 220 billion empire. About four-and-
a-half decades later, he was invited to the
college to deliver a lecture on Teachers
Day. Adani moved to Mumbai at 16 and
began working as a diamond sorter.
Around the same time in 1977 or 1978, he
applied for admission at the city's Jai
Hind College. "But they rejected him,"
said Vikram Nankani, President of the Jai
Hind College Alumni Association, as he
introduced India's second richest person
before the lecture. Gautam had applied to
Jai Hind College because his older broth-
er Vinod had studied there. "Fortunately
or unfortunately, the college did not
accept him and he went on to work full
time and pursued an alternative career,"
Nankani said, declaring Gautam Adani as
a "deemed alumni" since he had applied
to join. After working as a diamond sorter
for almost two years, he returned to
Gujarat to run a packaging factory man-
aged by a brother. He never really looked
back after he launched his firm in 1998,
trading in commodities. Over the next
two-and-half-decades, his debt-fuelled
companies diversified into ports, mines,
infrastructure, power, city gas, renewable
energy, cement, real estate, data centres
and media. The infrastructure tycoon,
who runs 13 seaports in India, operates
seven airports, is the largest private play-
er in power, is the biggest renewable
energy producer, runs the country's sec-
ond-largest cement company, is building
expressways and re-developing Asia's
largest slums, is described by some as
the most aggressive of India's new gener-
ation of entrepreneur. Delivering a lec-
ture on 'Breaking Boundaries: The
Power of Passion and Unconventional
Paths to Success', Adani (62) was just 16
years old when he chose to break his first
boundary. "I had to do with giving up on
my education and choosing an unknown
future in Mumbai. People still ask me,
why did you move to Mumbai? Why did
you not complete your education? The
answer lies in the heart of every young
dreamer who sees boundaries not as bar-
riers but as challenges that test his
courage. 



Another wolf  attack in Uttar Pradesh's Bahraich, 10-year-old boy injured

Bihar hospital, awaiting inauguration for 
10 years, becomes haven for thieves

Bengaluru. A crew member died after falling 30 
feet from a ladder on the set of a Kannada movie. 
Mohan Kumar, 30, was working as a 'light boy' 
on the sets of the film 'Manada Kadalu' on 
September 3 in Karnataka when the incident 
happened. Kumar suffered severe injuries due to 
the fall and was rushed to the Goraguntepalya 
Hospital in Bengaluru where, despite the 
treatment, he succumbed on Thursday.

A case has been filed against the director of the 
film, Yogaraj Bhat, and two others, including the 
manager, named Suresh, who have been accused 
of negligence in implementing adequate safety 
measures during the shoot.

The deceased belonged to Tumakuru district’s 
Koratagere. The incident occurred at the VRL 
arena situated on the northern outskirts of 
Bengaluru. Kumar was living with his brother in 
a Bengaluru neighbourhood and worked as light 
boys in the film industry.

MK Stalin secures Rs 2,000 crore investment deal for Tamil Nadu with US giant

News box

MUMBAI. Of the 25 ultra-luxury properties 
sold across the top five cities in 2024 so far, 
Mumbai sold 21 units collectively worth Rs 
2,200 crore.

Sale of ultra-luxury homes - units priced over 
Rs 40 crore each - remained strong in 2024 
despite spiralling prices, said a report by 
Anarock. Its latest data released on 
Thursday finds that a total of 25 ultra-
luxury homes were sold in Mumbai, 
Hyderabad, Gurugram and Bengaluru in 
the first eight months of 2024 for a 
collective sales value of Rs 2,443 crore. 
Pune, Chennai and Kolkata did not record 
any sales in this price bracket.

Of the total of 25 ultra-luxury homes sold in 
2024 so far, at least 20 were high-rise 
apartments worth about Rs 1,694 crore. The 
remaining five sales were of bungalows 
cumulatively worth about Rs 748 crore. At 
least two separate ultra-luxury home deals 
collectively worth Rs 80 crore were closed 
in Hyderabad's Jubilee Hills. Gurugram in 
NCR witnessed one ultra-luxury home sold 
for Rs 95 crore, while Bengaluru also 
closed one deal worth Rs 67.5 crore.

Anuj Puri, chairman, Anarock Group, said, 
"The whole of 2023 saw about 61 deals 
with a cumulative sales value of 
approximately Rs 4,456 crore in Mumbai, 
Hyderabad, and Gurugram. With four 
months remaining in 2024 and the festive 
quarter from Oct to Dec ongoing, we are 
likely to see more such large ticket-size 
residential deals happening before the year 
is through."

Sale of  ultra-luxury 
properties across five 
cities: Mumbai grabs 
lion's share

MUMBAI. The BMC has started moving the 
second girder of Andheri's Gokhale Bridge, 
nearly seven months after its partial 
reopening. The civic body moved 25 metres 
of the 86-metre girder between Wednesday 
and Thursday. The BMC has set a new 
deadline (April 30, 2025) for the full 
commissioning of the bridge.

BMC said work on the railway overbridge 
section of the flyover in the second phase is 
expected to be finished by the middle of Nov 
this year. "Additionally, the approach road 
work within municipal limits is planned to be 
completed by April 30, 2025," said an official.

The operation to move the southern iron girder 
of the bridge, connecting Andheri East and 
West, started at 10pm on September 4 and 
continued until 5am on September 5.

BMC said, "After obtaining permission from 
the Western Railway administration and 
receiving the next railway block, the 
remaining distance will be covered. 
Installing the girder is an extremely 
challenging task. According to the approved 
plan and instructions from Western Railway, 
this work is progressing under the technical 
supervision of RITES Limited. This work is 
being carried out after assessing risks and 
technical aspects and obtaining blocks for 
railway traffic and power supply. Moving the 
initial 25 metres of the total 86 metres was 
challenging, but with its success, moving the 
remaining distance will be relatively easier. 

Andheri's Gokhale 
Bridge deadline 
extended to April next 
year

NEW DELHI. A 25-year-old man has been 
charged with attempted murder after 
allegedly opening fire at two people, injuring 
one, at Badlapur railway station in Thane 
district, Maharashtra, on Thursday around 6 
pm. The incident, which police said was the 
fallout of business rivalry, took place at 
platform number 1 at around 6 pm on 
Thursday when the suburban station on the 
Central Railway route was chock-a-block 
with commuters.

Vikas Nana Pagare, the accused, is now facing 
charges under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS) and the Arms Act.

Senior inspector Pandhari Kande of the Kalyan 
Government Railway Police (GRP) 
confirmed the registration of an FIR against 
Pagare for attempt to murder. Efforts are 
underway to determine if more individuals 
were involved in the shooting besides Pagare.

The entire incident was recorded on cameras, 
and a video of the event quickly went viral on 
social media. Following the shooting, Pagare 
attempted to escape by running towards the 
railway tracks but was apprehended by 
policemen on duty with the help of some 
commuters. The injured person, Shankar 
Sansare, was immediately taken to a local 
hospital and treated for gunshot wounds. The 
second man targeted by Pagare managed to 
escape unhurt, though his identity has not 
been disclosed. "The incident was a result of 
professional rivalry over a TV cable business 
between the individuals involved," police 
stated, adding that both the assailant and the 
duo he targeted have criminal records. 
Initially, a fight broke out between Pagare and 
the duo outside the railway station. 

Badlapur station firing: 
Accused booked for 
attempt to murder

Crew member dies after 30-foot 
fall at Kannada film set, case 

against director
Chennai. The Enforcement Directorate customs, led to searches at 15 locations loans in financial statements.

“This entire set up was used to route the (ED) has attached assets worth Rs 55.3 across Tamil Nadu.
The ED found that Sadiq, along with his Proceeds of Crime (PoC) earned from the crore belonging to former DMK 

brother Mohammed Saleem and others, illicit drug trafficking,” the ED stated.functionary Jaffar Sadiq and his associates 
Sadiq was arrested by the ED on June 26, were actively involved in exporting and under the Prevention of Money 

2024, and his brother Mohammed Saleem concealing pseudoephedrine and other Laundering Act (PMLA).
was arrested on August 12, 2024.The attached assets include 14 immovable narcotics. Sadiq, who held positions in 

“The PoC were channelled into these properties, such as the JSM Residency various firms, allegedly used these entities 
investments through a network of bank Hotel and a luxurious bungalow, as well as to channel and launder proceeds from drug 
accounts, including those controlled by seven high-end vehicles, including Jaguar trafficking.
Sadiq and his family members. The illicit According to the ED, the proceeds of the and Mercedes cars, which the ED claims 
cash was deposited, layered by financiers, crime were invested in legitimate ventures were acquired through criminal activities.
and recorded as unsecured loans in The action follows an investigation into the such as real estate, film production, 
financial statements. The funds were used smuggling of pseudoephedrine and hospitality, and logistics. The funds were 
to acquire both immovable and movable ketamine by an international drug cartel, moved through a network of bank 
assets,” the agency added.of which Sadiq is alleged to be the kingpin. accounts controlled by Sadiq and his 

The ED stated that further investigation into The probe, based on investigations by the family, deposited and layered through 
the case is ongoing.Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) and financiers, and recorded as unsecured 

allegedly become a den of anti-Muzaffarpur. A government The Sub Divisional Officer (West), 
social elements, according to hospital in Bihar's Muzaffarpur, Sherya, when enquired about the 
locals.The hospital campus built at a cost of crores, has hospital, said she was unaware of 
includes three buildings --one for become a derelict structure in the it and termed the situation as 
the residence of health workers, middle of a field and a haven for serious. She mentioned that the 
one for a testing centre, and the thieves and vandals, as it was District Magistrate has formed a 
main building.As the hospital apparently abandoned without team to investigate.

"The Civil Surgeon and the Circle continues to deteriorate, residents ever being inaugurated.
The 30-bed hospital, situated on six Officer are investigating it at their are forced to travel to the city for 

acres in the Chand Pura area, was level. Further information about better treatment. According to a 
built in 2015 at a cost of Rs 5 crore. the investigation will be shared villager, Sudhir Kumar, the 
Although it was equipped with with you," she added.population in the area is around 

This comes just weeks after reports modern facilities, not a single one lakh."When this hospital was 
of a bridge in Bihar's Araria patient was treated there, and the being built, seeing its grandeur, 
district, which stands in the medical devices were left to the people around hoped they 
middle of an open field with no deteriorate. would no longer have to travel 50 

km to the city for better treatment. As it nears ten years since its road on either side. The bridge, 
But this hospital never became construction, the hospital has not built at a cost of Rs 3 crore, was 

other equipment, leaving it as a Meanwhile, thieves have taken 
operational. The people here face been taken over by the health intended to connect two villages, 

mere skeleton of its former self.away the hospital's windows, 
significant difficulty travelling to depar tment ,  and off ic ia ls  but issues regarding land 

Additionally, the building, located door frames, doors, grills, gates, 
the city for treatment," Kumar allegedly claim to be unaware of acquisition have left it stranded in 

in the middle of a field, has cupboards, electrical wiring, and 
said.the facility. the middle of a field.

Bahraich. A 10-year-old child sustained serious has issued directions to capture the animals.A 
injuries in a fresh wolf attack on Thursday night in team of nine shooters have been deployed in the 
Uttar Pradesh's Bahraich, which has seen a series Bahraich forest to shoot the animals attacking the 
of similar attacks in recent days. people at Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath's order.

The child was playing outside his home in the The spate of wolf attacks on humans has baffled 
Kotwali area when the animal attacked, injuring experts, as the animals are known to be gentle and 
him in the face.The incident occurred as residents docile by nature. 
of Bahraich and nearby areas live in fear due to the According to Sanjay Pathak, General Manager of 
ongoing wolf attacks. Ten people have been killed UP Forest Corporation, wolves have a tendency to 
and more than 35 injured in these attacks over the seek revenge if their homes or young ones have 
past few days. been harmed. The villagers' account of a wolf den 

The Uttar Pradesh government has declared the at a nearby sugarcane field being destroyed in a 
man-animal conflict as a 'wildlife disaster' flood, possibly killing cubs, underscores this 
affected area and the Forest Minister Arun Saxena argument.

 

The victim suffered severe injuries from the fall 
and was taken to the Goraguntepalya Hospital 
in Bengaluru where, despite the treatment, he 

succumbed to his injuries on Thursday. 

Chennai school faces backlash over speaker's 
rebirth lecture, MK Stalin reacts

" G u r u k u l a m s  w e r e  a  h e a t e d  a r g u m e n t ,  w i t h  Chennai. A government school in 
systematically destroyed by the Mahavishnu accusing the staff Tamil Nadu’s capital Chennai 
British. Just reading a mantra member of having "ego issues".faced intense criticism on social 
can cause fire rain, heal one's media after inviting a spiritual A video of the speech, including the 
body, can make you fly, but all speaker who discussed rebirth argument, was later uploaded to 
these secrets which were written and blamed children for their Mahavishnu’s YouTube channel. 
on palm leaves were lost due to life struggles on Teacher's Day. The footage went viral on Teacher’s 

Day,  t r igger ing widespread Mahavishnu from the Paramporul British rule."
He further said, "If God was kind, backlash against the school Foundation was invited to 

everyone should be born equal. administration.deliver a motivational talk at a 
One is born rich while the other government school in the Many criticised the school for scientific thinking, adding that he 

is born poor. One is born a criminal Mylapore area, but instead delved allowing the speaker to address has ordered the formulation of 
while the other is born a hero. Why into spiritual themes like cycle of children on such sensitive topics, guidelines in various school 
such differences? What you did in rebirth, sins and karma, sparking demanding accountability from the programmes to ensure that students 
your last birth, you were given this outrage among the public and school authorities and Tamil Nadu’s get exposure to progressive ideas. 
birth."politicians alike. School Education Minister Anbil "Science is the way to progress," he 

A school staff member objected to the Mahesh. Congress's Karur MP Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK said.
speaker's comments, stating that he Jothimani condemned the incident Stalin, without directly mentioning SPIRITUAL LEADER'S REMARKS 
was invited for a motivational talk, on X, tagging Minister Anbil the now viral video of Mahavishnu's STIR ROW
not a spiritual discourse. This led to Mahesh and calling for action.speech, stressed the importance of Mahavishnu, during his speech, said, 

ED attaches assets worth Rs 55 crore 
linked to ex-DMK leader Jaffar Sadiq

Chennai. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK The company has already established its Nadu government's 'Naan Mudhalvan' 
Stalin on Thursday signed a memorandum distribution and sales centres in Tamil scheme, which is a skill development 
of understanding (MoU) with Trilliant Nadu and has been producing 60 million initiative.
Networks for an investment of Rs 2,000 of footwear annually through its major Furthermore, the DMK chief also held 
crore to set up a Development and Global contract manufacturers- Fengtay and discussions with Optum, a subsidiary of 
Support Centre and a production facility in Bouchen. the UnitedHealth group and a leading 
the state.Trilliant Networks is a US-based During the talks between Chief Minister company in the healthcare sector offering 
company that provides communications Stalin and Venkatesh Alagirisamy, Chief services in data analytics, pharmacy care 
networks software and services, and Supply Chain Officer of Nike and other services, population health and healthcare 
solutions for advanced metering senior officials of the company, delivery.
infrastructure and smart grid, among discussions were held on the possibilities Stalin met and spoke to Roger Conner, the 
others. of expanding non-leather footwear CEO of Optum Insight, and John Meade, 

Stalin, who is on a visit to the US to attract production in Tamil Nadu. Senior Vice President of UnitedHealth 
investments to Tamil Nadu, also held This would be done by creating an Group. During the meeting, they 
"productive talks" with Nike, a Fortune environmental setup for apparel discussed current operations and 
500 company and a leading global production and establishing a production collaboration to build a skilled workforce 
manufacturer of sports footwear and and design centre in Chennai. The duo also suited for Tamil Nadu’s growing 
apparel, an official statement said. talked about collaborating with the Tamil healthcare sector.

A government hospital in Bihar, built at a cost of  Rs 5 crore and equipped with modern facilities, has become a 
derelict structure abandoned for almost 10 years even without an inauguration.

A spiritual speaker was invited to deliver a motivational talk to students but instead focused on spiritual themes like rebirth, 

karma, and sin. He also got into an argument with a staff member who objected to his speech, a video of which is viral.

?Speaker blamed 
children for life 
struggles on Teacher's 
Day

?Speech included 
controversial comments 
on past-life sins and 
karma

?Video of  the speech 
went viral, causing 
public backlash

A fresh wolf  
attack occurred in 
Bahraich, Uttar 
Pradesh, on 
Thursday night, in 
which a 10-year-
old boy sustained 
facial injuries.
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Gurgaon. A day after BJP announced its contes t  the  pol ls  f rom any as an Independent. Congress's 
first list of candidates for the Haryana constituency if Congress gave him a Chiranjeev Rao, son-in-law of 
assembly polls, several functionaries ticket. The development may hamper former Bihar chief minister Lalu 
overlooked for tickets revolted against the BJP's prospects in Gurgaon, where it Yadav, had emerged victorious with 
party leadership on Thursday. While some won the 2014 and 2019 assembly 43,870 votes, while Kumar received 
of them resigned in protest, several p o l l s  b y  c o m f o r t a b l e  42,553 votes and Kapriwas managed 
declared that they would contest as margins.Sohna's sitting MLA and to get 36,778 votes.In Tosham, Shahi 
Independents in the Oct 5 polls.From Haryana sports and environment Ranjan Parmar announced he will 
Gurgaon, ticket hopefu Naveen Goyal minister Sanjay Singh, who has also contest as an Independent after BJP 
resigned on Thursday along with scores of been denied a ticket, voiced his gave the ticket to Shruti Chaudhary. 
supporters, including a few office-bearers opposition to BJP's choice of She is the daughter of Kiran 
of different wings of the party. Goyal also candidate from Sohna, Tejpal Chaudhary, who switched to BJP 
announced he would contest as an Tanwar, referring to him as "bhoo from Congress last month. BJP 
Independent after BJP selected wrestler- mafia" (land mafia).BJP's former Kurukshetra MP Naveen Jindal's 
turned-politician Mukesh Sharma, who is Rewari district president Rakesh mother Savitri, power minister 
considered to be close to MP Rao Inderjit Khol also announced he would Ranjeet Chautala, former minister 
Singh.Goyal also raised questions on contest as an Independent after BJP Kavita Jain, Sonipat vice-president 
Sharma's educational qualifications and selected Kosli MLA Lakshman San jeev  Va lecha  and  Hisa r  
alleged that he had never worked for Yadav as its candidate for the func t ionary  Arun  Ja in  a l so  
Gurgaon. In an affidavit filed as an seat.Rewari seems for another close announced they would contest as 
Independent in 2014, Sharma had contest. In 2019, BJP lost the Independents.BJP Kishan Morcha 
mentioned he passed the Class 12 Boards assembly election by a margin of state president Sukhvinder Minda 
from National Open School Delhi in 1,500 votes due to infighting. and former minister Karnadev 
2003.Another Gurgaon ticket hopeful, Overlooking sitting MLA Randhir Kamboj — who was aiming for a 
Haryana BJP vice-president GL Sharma, Singh Kapriwas, BJP had fielded t i cke t  f rom Indr i  a ssembly  
also resigned from the party on Thursday Sunil Kumar apparently under constituency — resigned on 
and met senior Congress functionary pressure from Rao Inderjit Singh. Thursday. Ratia MLA Lakshman 
Deepender Hooda. He said he would Kapriwas had revolted and contested Napa left BJP and .

NEWS BOX

Eye on core voter base, Congress may 
field Punjabi candidate from Gurgaon

BJP sees revolt after release of  first list, 
several say will contest as Independents

returning home when his phone was GURGAON. Anil Kaushik, main accused 
stolen. "I was talking on the mobile in the murder of a 20-year-old Class XII 
phone while walking back home. When student on Aug 24, has been booked in the 
I reached a chowk behind Mujesar PS, past in two cases of phone snatching and 
two unknown men suddenly came from extortion, contradicting initial claims by 
behind and snatched my phone," Kumar cops that he had no criminal history. One 
alleged. A case was registered under of the cases, in fact, has gone to trial.This, 
section 379A (snatching) of the IPC on evidently, did not come in the way of 
July 31. After investigating the case, Kaushik (37) being inducted in the 11-
Gurudutt alias Amit, Kaushik, Rahul member district cow protection task force 
and Sushil were arrested in the first in Faridabad. Kaushik also holds an arms 
week of Aug 2018. In view of the licence, but with the announcement of 
murder case registered against Kaushik polls on Aug 16, the firearm was 
now, his gun licence will come under deposited in the armoury at the time of the 
scrutiny. "Once the investigation is incident, police said.Kaushik was 
completed,  we will  receive a carrying a country-made gun with which 
recommendation to review or suspend he allegedly shot Aryan Mishra, who 
the licence. Based on that, we will sustained two bullet injuries, the first 
initiate appropriate action," said a when Kaushik and his cow vigilante in May 2019. The case is currently under member of the Ayog said before an 

senior police officer.The crime branch associates were chasing Aryan's car on trial in the Faridabad district sessions appointment, a police verification is 
has, meanwhile, identified the person the Agra highway from Faridabad to court. Police sources said the other case mandatory. "If it was a heinous case, I 
from whom Kaushik had procured the Palwal and the next one when Aryan's car against Kaushik is on extortion charges. think they would have flagged it. If it is 
illegal firearm and the ammunition that had stopped and the vigilantes shot him But details were not available.According not a serious allegation, then innocent till 
was allegedly used to kill Aryan. again point-blank.Kaushik was accused to Haryana Gau Seva Ayog officials, proven guilty applies," said the member.
"Linking the murder weapon to the in a cellphone snatching case registered in Kaushik joined the Faridabad district cow According to the FIR in the phone-
accused is crucial to establish culpability. 2018 at Mujesar police station in protection task force in 2023 as a snatching case, at 10.30pm on June 24, 
We have identified the gun supplier too," Faridabad. He is among the four accused member.Asked about background checks 2018 complainant Chhotu Kumar, an 
said a crime branch officer.against whom police filed a charge sheet for non-official members, a senior automobile company worker, was 

2 cases against him, 1 still in court; 
yet, he sat on cow protection pane

Gurgaon. In its first list for the faces in the fray could pose a Gurgaon seat in AAP's hands, BJP 
upcoming state polls, BJP has placed challenge.Political experts believe the could face a tough challenge from 
its bet on Brahmin candidate Mukesh selection by BJP has also upset several Vaishya leader and former BJP MLA 
Sharma for the Gurgaon seat, BJP hopefuls. Mukesh Sharma Umesh Aggarwal. Aggarwal had won 
surprising many party workers. While previously contested the 2009 the 2014 polls from Gurgaon with the 
BJP's move is seen as an attempt to elections from the Badshapur seat but highest victory margin in the 
appease the Brahmin community, it faced a heavy defeat."His selection by state.BJP's to field a Brahmin 
now faces the challenge of balancing BJP from Gurgaon has raised candidate for the first time in ten years 
its core Punjabi and Vaishya voter eyebrows within the party. He had has also caused discontent among the 
base. In turn, Congress is likely to field contested the 2014 polls against BJP as Vaishya community. Several ticket 
a Punjabi candidate to reap benefits an Independent. hopefuls, including Brahmin leader 
from the situation.Sources in the party GL Sharma, Vaishya candidate For him, managing disgruntled leaders 
said Mohit Grover is likely to emerge Naveen Goyal, and Punjabi figures will be critical, as any Independent 
as the frontrunner if Congress selects a Yashpal Batra and Seema Pahuja, have candidate could further strain BJP's 
Punjabi nominee. But Grover, despite expressed displeasure with the prospects," said Rahul Dev, a political 
contesting as an Independent last time, move.Goyal on Thursday announced analyst. In the Lok Sabha elections, 
has been relatively inactive in local he would contest the polls as an Punjabi voters largely distanced 
politics, leading the party to also Independent, while GL Sharma said he themselves from BJP, which could 
consider alternatives, including actor- would contest the polls from any further complicate Sharma's campaign 
turned-politician Raj Babbar.On the constituency if Congress gave him a if  Congress backs a Punjabi  
other hand, former CM Bhupinder ticket. This is likely to further strain candidate.On the other hand, if the 
Hooda's reluctance to launch new BJP's prospects.Congress-AAP alliance puts the 

Noida school fails to file FIR after sexual assault on 6-year-old, principal held
force to woman with intent to outrage her i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s a i d . T h e  s c h o o l  Noida: The headmistress of a CBSE-
modesty) and 263 (resistance or administration did not respond to TOI's affiliated school's junior wing, its 
obstruction to lawful apprehension of calls and messages.The incident puts the supervisor and a teacher were among four 
another person) and sections of the Pocso spotlight back on the need to introduce persons arrested on Thursday after a six-
Act. The fourth person arrested is the sex education early in schools. year-old student's father alleged that the 
construction contractor. All four were "Educating kids about bad and good child was sexually assaulted on the 
produced in court, which remanded them touch is important for their wellbeing and premises and the authorities had tried to 
in judicial custody."During investigation, safety. Early education gives them the hush up the matter.
our team found the principal, teacher and ability to identify incorrect behaviour and The girl was allegedly assaulted by a 
supervisor allowed the accused, a ask for help when needed. Open labourer in the school on Tuesday. The 
labourer, to leave the school premises communication and constant support school administration, police said, told 
without informing anyone even after the build a foundation of awareness and trust. her parents about it but misled them, 
girl reported the assault. The contractor It must start from the family and then the claiming the culprit had been handed over 

school's administration on Tuesday. They also helped the accused escape," a senior classroom," said Prapti, a Delhi-based to cops and a complaint filed. The parents 
informed me about the incident and pol ice  off icer  involved in  the  educationist.found no arrest had been made, nor a case 
claimed the accused had been handed lodged.The parents filed a complaint 
over to police. They asked me to stay Tuesday evening that set off police action 
quiet about the matter. When I in which the principal and the child's class 
approached Sector 24 police station teacher were arrested. Police said the 
where they (the school's administration) accused was among labourers hired for 
claimed to have handed over the culprit, construction of a new wing on the second 
the cops told me they were unaware of the floor of the school.
incident. Neither did police receive any 'Child told teacher about labourer, but 
call on the emergency helpline number," school let man go'A labourer working in a 
the child's father told TOI on Thursday.Noida school found a six-year-old girl 

He accused the school of trying to suppress student outside the classroom and took 
the incident to protect its reputation. "My her to a secluded area on the campus, 
daughter is traumatized. She isn't talking which he apparently knew was not under 
to anyone at home and has been crying CCTV coverage, and allegedly touched 
continuously," he said. He also her inappropriately, as per a police 
questioned safety measures on the school complaint by the girl's father. For nearly 
premises."Are our children not even safe five minutes, the child was violated, the 
inside a school? It seems the school is complaint said.The girl was recently 
trying to shield the culprit. They have not taught about 'good' and 'bad' touch at 
revealed his name or any other details school and immediately told her class 
yet," the father said.After he submitted a teacher, who then informed the principal 
complaint, a case was registered under about the incident.”I got a call from the 
BNS sections 74 (assault or criminal 

Noida. The prices of all vegetables, especially potatoes 
and onion, shot up at retail shops during the last week, 
following a similar trend in the wholesale market. The 
skyrocketing prices were attributed to the monsoon, 
which led to supply shortages due to crop damage 
caused by rain and humidity.At Sector 27's Indira 
Market, onions were sold at Rs 60 per kg, 50% higher 
than last week's Rs 40. Potato prices have nearly 
doubled at Rs 40 per kg compared to around Rs 20 per 
kg a week ago.Sadanand Sah, a vegetable seller, listed 
the current prices — cucumbers were being sold at Rs 
60 per kg against last week's Rs 40, radish at Rs 60, up 
from Rs 40, brinjal at Rs 80, up from Rs 60, 
cauliflower at Rs 120, up from Rs 100, ginger at Rs 
160, up from Rs 120, and garlic at Rs 400, up from Rs 
300 last week.Meanwhile, the price of tomatoes has 
decreased from Rs 70 to Rs 50 per kg due to fresh 
arrivals, while the price of pumpkin has remained 
constant at Rs 40 per kg for two weeks.

"The govt should keep the vegetable prices in check as 
they affect each household," said Aanchal Kumari, a 
resident of Sector 26 who was shopping at the Indira 
Market.Sonu Kumar, another vegetable seller in the 
Sector 12 market, said that there is a 20-30% price 
increase in all vegetables due to the monsoon at his 
store. "We get the vegetables from Azadpur Mandi and 
Ghazipur Mandi. The prices have increased at the 
wholesale market as well and this rise is reflecting at 
the retail shops," he said.The price hike has also devoid 
customers of complementary coriander leaves and 
green chillies by the shopkeepers.

Kitchen staples dearer: 
Coriander at Rs 600 per kg, 
potatoes Rs40

55% drop from July: Legacy 
waste processing in Aug 

lowest this year
Gurgaon: Private agencies hired by MCG treated a 

mere 53,935 metric tonnes (MT) of legacy waste 
at Bandhwari in Aug, the lowest amount 
processed in the past nine months and a 55% 
decrease compared to the 1.2 lakh MT processed 
in July.MCG earlier told National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) that it would clear all legacy 
waste at Bandhwari by Dec end this year. 
Meeting this deadline, however, appears to be a 
daunting task for the corporation, as the daily 
waste processing capacity has plummeted to 
2,000 MT per day, from 4,000 MT a few months 
ago.According to MCG data, the agencies 
engaged for legacy waste management at the 
landfill site processed 69,696 MT waste in Jan, 
1.9 lakh MT in Feb, 2.3 lakh MT in March, 2.2 
lakh MT in April, 2.5 lakh MT in May, and 3.5 
lakh MT in June (see gfx). Meanwhile, the 
landfill received over 4.1 lakh MT of waste from 
Gurgaon and Faridabad, the maximum in July 
(91,550 MT).The corporation has attributed the 
decline in waste processing to the monsoon. 
"The processing pace was hindered by rainfall in 
Aug. Moreover, the amount of new waste being 
deposited at the landfill has risen over the past 
several months as a result of the cleanliness 
initiative implemented following the declaration 
of a solid waste exigency in Gurgaon. Efforts are 
underway to accelerate the processing of legacy 
waste in order to achieve the goal of finishing 
this task by Dec end. The procedure of 
contracting two more firms to handle legacy 
waste processing is also in progress," MCG joint 
commissioner (Swachh Bharat Mission) 
Akhilesh Yadav said.Two agencies are 
processing legacy waste at the landfill at present. 
The civic body in Aug floated two tenders to 
engage firms for the treatment of another 10 lakh 
MT of legacy waste. The selected agencies will 
be required to process a minimum of 2,000 MT 
daily and complete the task within four months.

MCG is also planning to engage two of the 
companies that were earlier operating at the 
landfill site to process another 4 lakh MT of 
legacy waste. The corporation plans to extend 
the contract of these two firms without initiating 
a new tender process.In an affidavit submitted to 
NGT recently, the corporation reiterated its 
commitment to clearing all legacy waste by Dec 
31. To achieve this goal, it intends to process 
12.09 lakh MT by reaching a daily processing 
capacity of 10,990 tonnes. According to the 
affidavit, 2.5 lakh MT of solid waste is expected 
to be dumped from Aug 30 to Dec this year, 
while the landfill has nearly 9.6 lakh MT of 
waste lying unprocessed at present.

Gurgaon’s maximum 
temperature up 2.2°C, rain 
likely for 3 days

Get pollution cert in 3 mths 
to operate: NGT to hotels, 
restos & malls

Lessons from BJP rebellion 
Cong likely to delay release 
of  first list of  candidates

Ghaziabad.The National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
directed on Wednesday hospitality establishments — 
hotels, malls, banquet halls, restaurants with seating 
capacity of 36 upwards — in the district to obtain 
consent to operate certificate from the state pollution 
control board within 3 months or face shut down.The 
certification allows for the discharge of effluent 
(sewage or trade effluent) into a sewer or land, as well 
as the emission of air pollutants.NGT asked the 
UPPCB to take "punitive, preventive, prohibitive and 
remedial steps including, assessment and recovery of 
environmental compensation, expeditiously " against 
establishments that were previously granted time by it 
to obtain consent to operate certificate but had not done 
so.Compliance conditions mentioned in consent to 
operate certifiactes must be abided by the 
establishments and this has to be made sure by the 
board, it added.The directive came in the wake of an 
original application filed by environmentalists Pradeep 
Dahalyia and Prasoon Pant in NGT last year. The duo 
had alleged that 21 large hospitality entities in the city 
were not following environmental norms and were 
causing pollution.

Noida to seal, auction unsold flats in 
three projects, puts 12 more on notice

opting in for the relief package, officials Noida. Announcing a crackdown on 
said. At the Omaxe project, 9,000 developers after giving them a long 
square metres of vacant land has been rope to reschedule their dues under UP 
identified while Antriksh Golf View has govt's relief package announced on the 
27 unsold flats and Matrott has five. basis of Amitabh Kant committee's 
These will be sealed and auctioned to recommendations, Noida Authority on 
recover the dues, an official said.Noida Thursday said it will seal unsold flats 
Authority has also given a week's and vacant land at three projects – 
ultimatum to developers of 12 projects Grand Omaxe (Omaxe Buildhome) in 
who have failed to deposit 25% of their Sector 93B, Antriksh Golf View 
dues. As reported by TOI earlier this (Colourful Estate) in Sector 78 and 
week, Noida is exploring filing Matrott (Skytech Constructions) in 
complaints with police's economic Sector 76.All three developers have 
offences wing (EOW) against these failed to deposit the mandated 25% of 
developers for diverting money recalculated dues, after the Covid zero-
received from homebuyers elsewhere.period reduction, upfront even after 

Gurgaon. With no rainfall, the city's maximum 
temperature rose by 2.2 notches in the past 24 hours. At 
34 degrees Celsius, it was 1 degree above normal.The 
India Meteorological Department (IMD) said partly 
cloudy skies with one or two spells of rain or 
thundershowers are likely for the next three days.The 
minimum temperature, meanwhile, dropped 
marginally from 24.6 degrees Celsius on Wednesday to 
24.3 degrees on Thursday, near normal for this time of 
the year. The humidity level increased to 69% on 
Thursday, from 45% the day before.No weather alert 
has been issued. "Scattered light to moderate rain is 
very likely over Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi 
and west Rajasthan this week in isolated areas for the 
next three days. No heavy rain is likely this week," said 
an IMD official.The maximum temperature during this 
period will range between 34 and 35 degrees Celsius, 
while the minimum temperature is expected to settle 
between 25 and 26 degrees. Meanwhile, the city's air 
quality index (AQI) remained ‘satisfactory' at 70 on 
Thursday.

Gurgaon: Congress is set to delay the announcement of 
its first list of candidates for Haryana elections by at 
least two days to avoid triggering discontent within 
party ranks as consultations continue over a possible 
alliance with AAP.Party sources told TOI that the 
decision was taken because BJP is grappling with 
defections and internal strife after it released the party's 
first list of 67 candidates for polls to Haryana's 90-
member assembly."The Congress high command is 
treading cautiously to avoid a similar reaction from 
ticket aspirants. The party is reviewing each 
constituency and considering all factors before making 
any announcements," a Congress functionary said on 
Thursday.Congress, which is riding on a revival wave 
after bagging half of the parliamentary seats from 
Haryana in the general election earlier this year, has 
finalised the names for 66 assembly constituencies. But 
the remaining seats require further deliberations.

On Thursday, Congress in charge for Haryana Deepal 
Babaria also hinted at the delay and said final decision 
on ticket nominations might take a few more days.

"The delay is also attributed to the ongoing seat-sharing 
negotiations under the INDIA alliance, which includes 
the Aam Aadmi Party and other regional parties. 
Congress is keen on aligning its strategies with alliance 
partners, and any disagreements or unresolved issues in 
seat distribution could further postpone the list," the 
functionary quoted above said.Another faction that is 
of concern is nominating candidates backed by senior 
Congress functionaries Kumari Selja and Randeep 
Surjewala.

New Delhi, Saturday, 7 September 2024

2 Nigerians among 3 held for drug
peddling in Gurgaon

GURGAON. Three people, including two Nigerians, were arrested with 16 grams of
heroin on Monday.According to the police, Rajesh Kumar from Farrukhnagar is a local
peddler, while Michael (31) and Fred (32) are from Nigeria and came to India on med-
ical visa. One of the foreigners' visa has already expired. A case was registered at
Farrukhnagar police station under the NDPS Act.Police said around 10am on Sunday,
crime branch officials of Farrukhnagar police station received a tip-off about a peddler
reaching Balaji Vatika to meet prospective customers. "Upon reaching the spot, we saw
Rajesh coming on a bike from Sultanpur towards Farrukhnagar. As we asked him to stop,
he took a U-turn and tried to escape, but we intercepted him," ASI Ram Kumar said.Police
seized 16 grams of heroin from accusd Rajesh's possession. During interrogation, Rajesh
confessed that he had procured the contraband from two Nigerians, Fred and Michael.
Based on his confession, the two were arrested from Dwarka on the same day, and the
trio was taken on police
remand. "Michael came to
India in Jan 2024, and his
visa has expired. Fred
came here one and a half
years ago, and he has a
valid visa.

Name Change
I, JAYARAMI REDDY Father of No.
15320694X Rank-HAV Name-
ANNAPUREDDY RANGA REDDY,
R/o 1-48, VPO-ODDULAVAGUPALLI,
RACHARAL, EDAVALLI, PRAKASAM,
ANDHRA PRADESH-523358 have
changed my name from JAYARAMI
REDDY to ANNAPUREDDY
JAYARAMIREDDYfor all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 06/09/2024
before Notary Public Delhi.

Name Change
I, TRINAYANI wife of NO-8431819K
Rank-NK Name- BISWANATH
MONDAL R/o VPO-KAIJURI, TEH-
BASIRHAT, DIST-NORTH 24 PAR-
GANAS, WEST BENGAL-743427
have changed my name from TRI-
NAYANI to TRINAYANI MONDALfor all
future purposes, in my husband’s serv-
ice record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 09/11/1987 instead of my cor-
rect date of birth as 19/11/1987 vide affi-
davit dated 06/09/2024 before Notary
Public Delhi.

Name Change
I, No-14833030P Rank-HAV Name-
MUNDAR SINGH YADAV residing at
VILL-LOHARI UPARAURA, PO-
SIRSA, TEH-MEJA, DIST-PRAYA-
GRAJ, UTTAR PRADESH-212305
have changed my mother’s name from
SABITREE DEVI to SAVITRI DEVI for
all future purposes vide affidavit dated
06/09/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, V SASIDHARAN PILLAI Father of
No. 16134749N Rank-SPR Name-
AKSHAY S Presently residing at VEM-
PANATTU KIZHAKKATHL, MENAM-
PALLY, VILL-PERINAGALA, PO-
PATHIYOOR, TEH-MAVELIKARA,
DIST-ALAPPUZHA, KERALA-690508
have changed my name from V SASID-
HARAN PILLAI to SASIDHARAN PIL-
LAI V for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 06/09/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, NIMA SANTHOSH Wife of JC-
314451K Rank-NB SUB Name-
SANTHOSH KUMAR VN Presently
residing at SANTOSH BHAWAN, VILL-
PANTHALACHI, PO-KALLIYAL, TEH-
NEDUMANGADU, DIST-THIRU-
VANANTHAPURAM, KERALA-
695574 have changed my name from
NIMA SANTHOSH to NIMA K L for all
future purposes vide Affidavit dated
06/09/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, KHUSHI BHARDWAJ D/O
PAWAN KUMAR SHARMA R/O
L-47/A, RAMA PARK ROAD,
MOHAN GARDEN, UTTAM
NAGAR, DELHI - 110059, I have
changed my name from KHUSHI
TO KHUSHI BHARDWAJ for all
future purpose.

Name Change
I, Himanshu S/o Mohan Lal R/o House
No-48D, Rangala (35), Rathiwas,
Mewat Nuh, Haryana-122105, Have
Changed My Name To Himanshu
Kumar For All Future Purpose

Name Change
I, Shailesh Ranjan S/o Moti Prasad
R/o A-301, Dharam CGHS Ltd, Plot
No-18, Dwarka, Sector-18A, South
West Delhi-110075, Have Changed
My Minor Daughter Name Astha To
Astha Ranjan For All Future Purpose

Name Change
I, RUPINAMMA Mother of No.
15320694X Rank-HAV Name-
ANNAPUREDDY RANGA REDDY,
R/o 1-48, VPO-ODDULAVAGUPALLI,
RACHARAL, EDAVALLI,
PRAKASAM, ANDHRA PRADESH-
523358 have changed my name from
RUPINAMMA to ANNAPUREDDY
RUPINAMMA for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 06/09/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

Name Change
I, C MURALEEDHARAN PILLAI
father of NO-15690163W Rank- HAV
Name- SREEJITH M residing at VILL-
KUNNATOOR, PO-PUTHANAMBAL-
AM, TEH-KUNNATOOR, DIST-KOL-
LAM, KERALA-691533 have
changed my name from C
MURALEEDHARAN PILLAI to
MURALEEDHARAN PILLAI C for all
future purposes, in my son’s service
record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/07/1958 instead of my
correct date of birth as 01/01/1961
vide affidavit dated 06/09/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

Name Change
I, VEDKUMAR BHAGWANDAS S/O
BHAGWANDAS SHARMAresiding at
SV-1/1706, ELDECO UTOPIA, SEC-
93A, NR PARK, NOIDA, GAUTAM
BUDH NAGAR, UTTAR PRADESH-
201304 have changed my name to
VED BHAGWANDAS SHARMA for
all future purpose.

Name Change
I, PEDDA MALLAIAH Father of No.
16117508X Rank-HAV Name-
NAVEEN PUJARI, R/o KATAPURA,
KATAPUR, TADVAI WARANGAL,
ANDHRA PRADESH-506344 have
changed my name from PEDDA
MALLAIAH to POOJARI MALLAIAH
for all future purposes, in my son’s
service record my date of birth wrong-
ly mentioned as 01/07/1951 instead of
my correct date of birth as 01/01/1962
vide Affidavit dated 06/09/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

Name Change
I, PULLAMMA Mother of No.
16117508X Rank-HAV Name-
NAVEEN PUJARI, R/o KATAPURA,
KATAPUR, TADVAI WARANGAL,
ANDHRA PRADESH-506344 have
changed my name from PULLAMMA
to PUJARI PULLAMMA for all future
purposes in my son’s service record
my date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1963 instead of my correct date
of birth as 11/01/1950  vide Affidavit
dated 06/09/2024 before Notary
Public Delhi.

Name Change
I, A RAJALAKSHMI wife of NO-
15793321A Rank-NK Name-
RAJAGOPAL P R/O H.NO-1/43, VILL-
M NAGLAPURAM, PO-NENMENI,
P.S-IRUKKANGUDI, TEH-SATTUR,
DIST-VIRUDHUNAGAR, TAMIL
NADU-626202 have changed my
name from A RAJALAKSHMI to
RAJALAKSHMI A for all future purpos-
es vide affidavit dated 06/09/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I , SAIYRA BEGUM W/O RIAZ
AHMED R/O H NO. V-46  GALI
NO. 23 VIJAY PARK MAUJPUR
DELHI 110053 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME SAIRA BEGUM FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSE

Lost & Found
I, Sonia Choudhary W/o Vikas
Choudhary R/o LCG-502B, Laburnum,
Sushant Lok-1, Sector-28, Gurgaon,
Haryana, hereby in general inform that
my Original Allotment Letter of Property
bearing 1 Acre Plot No. 116 at
Dundahera Industrial Complex,
Gurgaon, has been lost somewhere in
Lajpat Nagar, Delhi and report lodged
via LR No: 2091662/2024 dt.
05.09.2024. If someone may find,
please return to the above address &
M.: 9810101098.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr. Uday
Verma is the owner of Freehold
Residential Property Bearing 1729,
on First Floor, area measuring
155.09 sq. mtrs. & 10 mtrs.
Undivided land share in Khasar no.
28, Situated in the Gali no.4, Govind
Puri Extn, Kalkaji, New Delhi-
110019. By Virtue of Gift Deed
dated 04.09.2024 as Doc no.
2024/10/I/6263, Vol no. 18080 Page
no. 23-36 SR-V Delhi. in the Chain
Documents below mentioned docu-
ment not available i.e. SMC of Late
Mr. Shanti Lal Verma died on
16.09.2004 & Original Main
Partition Deed Dated 27.03.2014
executed and between by Mr.
Rajeev Verma s/o Late Mr. Shanti
Lal Verma. now our client is declar-
ing that that any other Person does
not have any right over the said
property, and same has been
finance by Piramal Capital &
Housing Finance Ltd. Branch
Faridabad Haryana. If any person is
having objection right of claim
against the said property, contact to
undersigned along with supporting
documents within 07 days from the
date of publication of this notice and
or the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained. 

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs.
Kamlesh W/o Mr. Ombir Singh is
the owner of Freehold Residential
Northern Western Portion of Plot
No. RZ-P-1, area measuring 32 Sq.
Yds., i.e., 26.8 Sq. Mtrs., out of
Khasra No. 226, 227, Situated in
the Revenue Estate of Village
Nasirpur, Delhi, State Delhi Colony
Known as west Sagarpur New
Delhi-110046. By Virtue of Sale
Deed dated 25.12.2023 duly regis-
tered in the office of SR- South
West Kapashera, Vide Doc. No.
2023/16/ I/15318, Vol. No. 12724,
Book no.1, On Pages 39-54, dated
25.12.2023. in the Chain
Documents below mentioned docu-
ment not available i.e. Death
Certificate & SMC of Late Mr.
Praveen Sharma Died on
29.11.2011. now our client is declar-
ing that that any other Person does
not have any right over the said
property, and same has been
finance by Piramal Capital &
Housing Finance Ltd. Branch
Kalkaji, Delhi. If any person is hav-
ing objection right of claim against
the said property, contact to under-
signed along with supporting docu-
ments within 07 days from the date
of publication of this notice and or
the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained. 

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

Name Change
I, No. 4001617F Rank- HAV, Name-
ASHWINI KUMAR S/o SOHAN LALR/o
VPO-DIGGER, TEH-JWALAMUKHI,
DIST-KANGRA (HP)-176036 have
changed my minor daughter name from
SAKSHI to SAAKSHI for all future pur-
poses. Vide affidavit dated 06/09/2024
before Notary Public New Delhi.

Name Change
I, HARICHANDRA is a legally father of
No. 14819654W Rank HAV/MT Name
TALEKAR BHAGVANT HAR-
ISHCHANDRA Unit-528 ASC(BN)
presently residing at VILL-KEM,
TEHKARMALA, DIST-SOLAPUR,
MAHARASHTRA, PIN -413223, have
changed my name from HARICHAN-
DRA to HARICHANDRA JANARD-
HAN TALEKAR for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit No IN-
DL48938512344073W dated
04.09.2024. before Public Notary Delhi.

Name Change
I, MANGAL is a legally mother of No.
14819654W Rank HAV/MT Name
TALEKAR BHAGVANT HAR-
ISHCHANDRA Unit-528 ASC(BN)
presently residing at VILL-KEM,
TEHKARMALA, DIST-SOLAPUR,
MAHARASHTRA, PIN -413223,have
changed my name from MANGAL to
MANGAL HARICHANDRA TALEKAR
for all future purposes. Vide affidavit No
IN-DL48938988004408W dated
04.09.2024. before Public Notary Delhi

Name Change
I, RANJANA KUMARI is legally wedded
spouse of No. 4001640P Rank-HAV,
Name-RAVI KUMAR R/o VILL-KYARI,
PO-BANI, TEH-BARSAR, DIST-HAMIR-
PUR (HP)-174304, have changed my
name from RANJANAKUMARI to RAN-
JNAKUMARI for all future purposes, Vide
Affidavit dated 06/09/2024 Before Notary
Public New Delhi.
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Singapore jails Gurkha Contingent officers for running unlawful cross-border money transfer services

Brazilian court orders two slaughterhouses 
to pay for Amazon reforestation

World Georgia state officials arrested the father of 
the 14-year-old suspected school shooter Colt 
Gray on Thursday in connection with 
Wednesday's shooting that killed four people and 
wounded nine at Apalachee High School.Colin 
Gray, 54, was charged with four counts of 
involuntary manslaughter, two counts of second-
degree murder and eight counts of cruelty to 
children, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
said."These charges stem from Mr. Gray 
knowingly allowing his son Colt to possess a 
weapon," Chris Hosey, director of the Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation, told a media 
conference.Colt Gray has been charged with four 
counts of felony murder and would be tried as an 
adult, officials said.

Both Grays had been questioned by local officials in 
neighbouring Jackson County last year in 
connection with an online threat to commit a 
school shooting, but there was no probable cause 
for their arrest, the FBI said on Wednesday.

In that 2023 probe, the father said he had hunting 
guns in the house but that his son did not have 
unsupervised access to them, and the son denied 
making the threats online, the FBI said.

Georgia state and Barrow County investigators say 
the younger Gray used an "AR platform style 
weapon," or semi-automatic rifle, to carry out the 
attack in which two teachers and two 14-year-old 
students were killed.It remained unclear how the 
shooter obtained the weapon.Investigators have 
yet to comment on what may have motivated the 
first U.S. campus mass shooting since the start of 
the school year.Jackson County sheriff's 
investigators closed the case after being unable to 
substantiate that either Gray was connected to the 
Discord account where the threats were made, and 
did not find grounds to seek the needed court order 
to confiscate the family's guns, according to police 
reports released by the sheriff's office on Thursday.

"This case was worked, and at the time the boy was 
13, and it wasn't enough to substantiate.

JD Vance says school shootings are 
'fact of life,' calls for better security

A court in Brazil has convicted two beef slaughterhouses guilty of buying cattle from a protected area and 
directed them to pay $764,000 for causing environmental damage and reforestation of the Amazon forest.

scientists said. summer as a whole was the hottest, record.“In order for 2024 not to become the 
Copernicus Director Carlo Buontempo said. warmest on record, we need to see very The northern meteorological summer — June, 

significant landscape cooling for the July and August — averaged 16.8 degrees “What those sober numbers indicate is how the 
remaining few months, which doesn’t look Celsius (62.24 degrees Fahrenheit), climate crisis is tightening its grip on us,” 
likely at this stage,” Buontempo said.according to Copernicus. That’s 0.03 said Stefan Rahmstorf, a climate scientist at 

degrees Celsius (0.05 degrees Fahrenheit) the Potsdam Institute for Climate Research, With a forecasted La Nina — a temporary 
warmer than the old record in 2023. who wasn’t part of the research. natural cooling of parts of the central Pacific 

— the last four months of the year may no Copernicus records go back to 1940, but It’s a sweaty grip because with the high 
longer be record-setters like most of the past American, British and Japanese records, temperatures, the dew point — one of 
year and a half. But it’s not likely cool which start in the mid-19th century, show the several ways to measure the air’s humidity 
enough to keep 2024 from breaking the World Summer 2024 sweltered to Earth’s last decade has been the hottest since regular — probably was at or near record high this 
annual record, Buontempo said.hottest on record, making it even more likely measurements were taken and likely in about summer for much of the world, Buontempo 

that this year will end up as the warmest 120,000 years, according to some said.Until last month Buontempo, like some These aren’t just numbers in a record book, but 
humanity has measured, European climate scientists.The Augusts of both 2024 and other climate scientists, was on the fence weather that hurts people, climate scientists 
service Copernicus reported Friday.And if 2023 tied for the hottest Augusts globally at over whether 2024 would smash the hottest said.“This all translates to more misery 
this sounds familiar, that’s because the 16.82 degrees Celsius (62.27 degrees year record set last year, mostly because around the world as places like Phoenix start 
records the globe shattered were set just last Fahrenheit). July was the first time in more August 2023 was so enormously hotter than to feel like a barbecue locked on high for 
year as human-caused climate change, with a than a year that the world did not set a record, average. But then this August 2024 matched longer and longer stretches of the year,” said 
temporary boost from an El Nino, keeps a tad behind 2023, but because June 2024 2023, making Buontempo “pretty certain” University of Michigan environment dean 
dialing up temperatures and extreme weather, was so much hotter than June 2023, this that this year will end up hottest on and climate scientist Jonathan Overpeck.

Feeling the heat as Earth breaks yet another record for hottest summer

Putin backs Harris for US president, with wry smile

News box

World Hunter Biden, son of U.S. President 
Joe Biden, pleaded guilty to federal tax 
charges on Thursday, a surprise move that 
avoids a potentially embarrassing trial 
weeks before the U.S. presidential 
election.Biden had been set to stand trial in a 
Los Angeles federal courthouse on criminal 
charges of failing to pay $1.4 million in 
taxes while spending lavishly on drugs, sex 
workers and luxury items.Judge Mark 
Scarsi told Biden he faces up to 17 years in 
prison and up to $450,000 in penalties. He 
set sentencing for December 16. Defendants 
who plead guilty in criminal cases typically 
work out an agreement with prosecutors 
beforehand, hoping to receive a lower 
sentence in exchange for avoiding trial.

That did not appear to be the case here.
Earlier in the day, Biden had offered to plead 

guilty to the charges but avoid admitting 
wrongdoing, an unusual legal manoeuvre 
called an "Alford plea." Prosecutors 
opposed that move.After a break, Biden's 
lawyer, Abbe Lowell, told the judge that he 
would plead guilty, despite having no prior 
agreement with prosecutors that would ease 
his sentence.In a statement after the hearing, 
Biden said he pleaded guilty to spare his 
family from having to sit through a trial that 
would have aired messy details from a 
period of his life where he was suffering 
from drug addiction. "For all I have put them 
through over the years, I can spare them 
this," he said. He added that he had paid back 
his taxes.Lowell told repoters afterward that 
Biden might appeal his sentence. He did not 
answer when asked why Biden waited until 
the trial's opening day to plead guilty.

Joe Biden's son Hunter 
pleads guilty in $1.4 
million tax evasion case

New Delhi A 15-year-old Hindu boy named 
Utsav Mondal was brutally beaten by a mob 
inside a police station in Bangladesh after he 
was accused of making derogatory remarks 
about the Prophet Muhammad on social 
media.

The incident took place on Wednesday night in 
the Sonadanga residential area of Khulna.

Local media reports initially suggested that 
Mondal had succumbed to his injuries, but 
Khulna Metropolitan Police's Deputy 
Commissioner (South), Mohammad Tajul 
Islam, later confirmed to India Today that the 
teenager is alive and receiving treatment.

He is admitted to an army hospital and is out of 
danger," Islam said.The incident occurred 
around 11:45 PM when a group of local 
madrasa students brought Utsav to the police 
s ta t ion ,  accus ing  h im of  pos t ing  
"objectionable comments" on Facebook 
about the Prophet.Tensions escalated quickly 
as more students and members of the Imam 
Association gathered outside the police 
station, demanding immediate and severe 
punishment for the boy.Mohammad Tajul 
Islam recounted the sequence of events, 
stating that initially, the students demanded 
that Utsav be judged according to their own 
laws, which involved execution. The deputy 
commissioner assured them that a case would 
be filed under existing laws, but this did not 
satisfy the crowd. The situation turned 
volatile as the number of protestors swelled 
to nearly thousand by evening, creating a 
highly charged atmosphere outside the police 
station.

Bangladesh: Hindu boy 
accused of  blasphemy, 
thrashed by mob inside 
police station

BEIJING.  Chinese leader Xi Jinping pledged 
on Thursday more than $50 billion in 
financing for Africa over the next three years, 
promising to deepen cooperation in 
infrastructure and trade with the continent as 
he addressed Beijing's biggest summit since 
the Covid pandemic.More than 50 African 
leaders and UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres are attending the China-Africa 
forum, according to state media.African 
leaders already secured a plethora of deals this 
week for greater cooperation in infrastructure, 
agriculture, mining, trade and energy.Xi 
hailed ties with Africa as their "best period in 
history" as he addressed the leaders at the 
forum's opening ceremony in Beijing's ornate 
Great Hall of the People on Thursday.

"China is ready to deepen cooperation with 
African countries in industry, agriculture, 
infrastructure, trade and investment," he said.

"Over the next three years, the Chinese 
government is willing to provide financial 
support amounting to 360 billion yuan ($50.7 
billion)," Xi said.More than half of that will be 
in credit, he said, with $11 billion "in various 
types of assistance" as well as $10 billion 
through encouraging Chinese firms to invest.

He also promised to help "create at least one 
million jobs for Africa".Xi pledged $141 
million in grants for military assistance, 
saying Beijing would "provide training for 
6,000 military personnel and 1,000 police and 
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  f r o m  
Africa".Guterres told the forum that growing 
ties between China and Africa could "drive 
the renewable energy revolution".

"China's remarkable record of development -- 
including on eradicating poverty -– provides a 
wealth of experience and expertise," he said.

Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi hailed the 
summit as a "complete success" at a joint 
news conference with his Senegalese and 
Congolese counterparts later on Thursday.

China's Xi promises $50 
billion for Africa over 
next three years

Father of  US teen who 
killed 4 in Georgia school 

shooting arrested

Deputy Public 
Prosecutor (DPP) 
Brian Tan told the 
court that 
sometime in or 
before June 2021, 
Pratik began 
offering a money 
remittance service 
to the other GC 
officers within 
their camp.

Georgia an “awful tragedy,” and said the Pheonix. Republican vice presidential 
families in Winder, Georgia, need prayers nominee JD Vance said Thursday that he 
and sympathy.Earlier this year, Vice lamented that school shootings are a “fact 
President Kamala Harris, the Democratic of life” and argued the US needs to harden 
presidential nominee, toured the security to prevent more carnage like the 
bloodstained Florida classroom building shooting this week that left four dead in 
where the 2018 Parkland high school Georgia.“If these psychos are going to go 
massacre happened. She then announced after our kids we’ve got to be prepared for 
a program to assist states that have laws it,” Vance said at a rally in Phoenix. “We 
allowing police to temporarily seize guns don’t have to like the reality that we live in, 
from people judges have found to be but it is the reality we live in. We’ve got to security.“I don’t like that this is a fact of 

dangerous.Harris, who leads the new deal with it.”The Ohio senator was asked life,” Vance said. “But if you are a psycho 
White House Office of Gun Violence by a journalist what can be done to stop and you want to make headlines, you 
Prevention, has supported both stronger school shootings. He said further realise that our schools are soft targets. 
gun controls, such as banning sales of AR-restricting access to guns, as many And we have got to bolster security at our 
15 and similar rifles, and better school Democrats advocate, won’t end them, schools. We’ve got to bolster security so if 
security, like making sure classroom noting they happen in states with both lax a psycho wants to walk through the front 
doors don’t lock from the outside as they and strict gun laws. He touted efforts in door and kill a bunch of children they’re 
did in Parkland.Congress to give schools more money for not able.”He called the shooting in 

head are being grazed inside Jaci- the company’s actions and the Brasilia A judge in the Brazilian state of 
Parana, according to the state environmental damage caused by R o n d o n i a  h a s  f o u n d  t w o  b e e f  
animal division. With almost 80 the illegal exploitation.”Frigon slaughterhouses guilty of buying cattle from 
per cent of its forest destroyed, it and Distriboi did not respond to a protected area of former rainforest in the 
ranks as the most ravaged questions sent by email. In a filing, Amazon and ordered them, along with three 
conservation unit in the Brazilian Frigon argued the state of cattle ranchers, to pay a total of $764,000 for 
Amazon. A court filing pegs Rondonia allowed ranchers to sell causing environmental damage, according 
damages in the reserve at some $1 the cattle and said there is no to the decision issued Wednesday. Cattle 
billion. relation between buying beef raising drives Amazon deforestation. The 

cattle and deforestation. In filings, companies Distriboi and Frigon and the The lawsuits are based on transfer 
Distr iboi  also denies any ranchers may appeal.It is the first decision in documents first reported by the 
wrongdoing.several dozen lawsuits seeking millions of Associated Press that show cattle 

dollars in environmental damages from the going directly from protected JBS also did not reply to a request 
slaughterhouses for allegedly trading in areas to slaughterhouses. The for comment.
cattle raised illegally in a protected area documents were filled out by the Rondonia, on the border with 
known as Jaci-Parana, which was rainforest illegal ranchers themselves.Part Bolivia, is the most badly 
but is now mostly converted to pasture.Four of the decision is a collective deforested state in the Brazilian products from invaded and illegally 
slaughterhouses are among the many parties penalty of $453,000 against the five Amazon. In the past few weeks, most cities deforested reserves, it is clear that it is 
charged, including JBS SA, which bills itself defendants, who are linked to one farm. The have been covered by thick smoke from directly benefiting from these illegal 
as the world’s largest protein producer. The money will be used to reforest 232 hectares wildfires, a sign of rampant deforestation. activities,” according to a part of the original 
court has not decided on the cases involving (573 acres) of what is now pasture The situation is so dire that its main airport in complaint which Judge Inªs Moreira da 
JBS.Brazilian law forbids commercial cattle there.“When a slaughterhouse, whether by Porto Velho was closed for seven Costa sustained in her ruling. “In such cases, 
inside a protected area, yet some 210,000 negligence or intent, buys and resells consecutive days.there is an undeniable connection between 

charges relating to more than SGD 1 m o b i l e  n u m b e r . " A f t e r  SINGAPORE. Five officers from the 
million in total.Ganga Prasad Rai, informing Pratik of the amount G u r k h a  C o n t i n g e n t  ( G C ) ,  
43, pleaded guilty to two charges in dollars that they were looking Singapore's most trusted police 
involving more than SGD 6,00,000 to remit, Pratik would first force division, were sentenced to jail 
and was sentenced to 10 weeks in transfer the equivalent amount terms after they pleaded guilty to 
jail.Ashok Kumar Thapa Magar, 39, in NPR to the remitters' operating unlawful cross-border 
and Mingmar Sherpa, 44, pleaded beneficiaries in Nepal."He money transfer services, with each 
guilty to one charge each under the would then ask the remitters to man's case involving transactions 
PSA.Mingmar's case involved contact Sitaram in Singapore to between SGD 1,03,473 and SGD 
nearly SGD 4,72,000, and he was transfer the equivalent value in 2.86 million.They were given jail 
sentenced to seven weeks in jail, dollars to Sitaram's bank sentences on Thursday after they 
while Ashok, whose case was linked account linked to the payment pleaded guilty to charges under the 
to more than SGD 1,03,000, was platform PayNow.Nearly USD Payment Services Act (PSA), The 
ordered to spend four weeks behind 1.6 million involving 111 Straits Times reported.The Gurkha c a m p . A c c o r d i n g  t o  c o u r t  
bars.The prosecution said that a deposits went through the bank officers from a special unit of the documents, he later recruited Ganga 
sixth man, Pratik Tamang, 41, is account.After that, Sitaram would police force are deployed in and Dik to work with him.He also 
linked to some of the charges.He arrange to hand over the remittance sensitive areas here. Officer Sitaram engaged Sitaram to help him collect 
joined the GC in 2004 and returned monies in dollars to Pratik, either by Tamang's case involved over SGD the money.Pratik was already in 
to Nepal in February 2022 after his PayNow transfers to the latter's bank 2.86 million in total and he was Nepal when Sitaram worked with 
retirement.He is still at large, account or in cash to Pratik's sentenced to five months in jail. him between February and July 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S t r a i t  friends.Between February and July The 40-year-old had pleaded guilty to 2022 to provide an unlawful 
Times.Deputy Public Prosecutor 2022,  Ganga engaged in a  a charge under the PSA involving payment service in Singapore.DPP 
(DPP) Brian Tan told the court that conspiracy with Sitaram and Pratik nearly SGD 1.6 million.Three other Tan said, "Under the arrangement, 
sometime in or before June 2021, to offer a cross-border money charges were also considered during GC officers looking to remit money 
Pratik began offering a money transfer  service.Ganga then sentencing.Dik Bahadur Gurung, 32, from Singapore dollars to Nepalese 
remittance service to the other GC collected more than SGD 2,43,000, was sentenced to 14 weeks in jail rupees (NPR) from Singapore to 
o f f i c e r s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  which he handed over to Sitaram.after he pleaded guilty to two Nepal would contact Pratik via his 

contest between Trump and Democrat such actions."MOSCOW. Russian President Vladimir 
Hillary Clinton."Firstly, (US President Putin said Thursday he supported Responding to Putin's comments, National 
Joe) Biden recommended all his Kamala Harris in November's US Security Council spokesman John Kirby 
supporters support Mrs Harris," Putin presidential election, an apparent wry on Thursday urged the Russian leader to 
said during a question and answer session remark that led to a renewed call from "stop interfering" in US elections.
at Russia's Eastern Economic Forum in Washington for the Kremlin to "stop "The only people who should get to 
Vladivostok.Biden withdrew from the interfering".Putin was speaking a day determine who the next president of 
race in July amid concerns about his age after the United States issued indictments United States is are the American people, 
and health, endorsing Vice President accusing Moscow of vote interference. and we would greatly appreciate it if Mr. 
Harris to top the Democratic Party's The Kremlin leader frequently comments Putin would, a) stop talking about our 
ticket."Here, we are going to do that too, on political and social issues in the election, and b) stop interfering in it," he 
we're going to support her," Putin told the United States, often in a mocking way. said.In February, Putin backed Biden 
audience, with a wry smile."She laughs over Trump, calling the current president He said last year that the US political 
so contagiously that it shows that more "predictable". The White House system was "rotten" and that Washington 
everything is fine with her," the Russian called on Putin to "stay out" of US could not lecture other countries about 
leader said."(Former US President elections in response.Trump has said he democracy.US officials have repeatedly 
Donald) Trump has imposed as many will end the Ukraine conflict within "24 warned of efforts by foreign powers to 
sanctions on Russia as any president has hours" if he is re-elected and has praised meddle in the upcoming US election, 
ever imposed before, and if Harris is Putin as a "very smart cookie" who had accusing Moscow of seeking to influence 
doing well, perhaps she will refrain from repeatedly outsmarted the United States.US ballots dating back to the 2016 

The northern meteorological summer — 

June, July and August — averaged 16.8 

degrees Celsius (62.24 degrees Fahrenheit), 

according to Copernicus. That’s 0.03 

degrees Celsius (0.05 degrees Fahrenheit) 

warmer than the old record in 2023.
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The National Cooperative 
Consumer's Federation (NCCF) 
and the National Agricultural 
Cooperative Marketing 
Federation have started 
selling onions at Rs 35 per 
kilogram through special vans 
in Delhi and Mumbai.

The change in spending, 
highlighted in a recent report 
by the Economic Advisory 
Council to the Prime Minister 
(EAC-PM), signals a shift in 
how Indian families allocate 
their monthly budgets.

as an opportunity to offer 
relief to the public. Ongoing 
inter-ministerial talks are 
focused on how to best utilize 
the drop in global oil prices to 
benefit consumers, while also 
considering the financial 
h e a l t h  o f  O M C s . O n  
Wednesday, US crude oil 
prices fell by over 1%, 
dropping below $70 per 

New Delhi. The government is barrel. Brent crude prices also 
considering a reduction in fuel prices in decreased by $1, reaching $72.75 per 

Goldman Sachs has projected that oil response to a significant drop in global barrel.These price drops have led to 
prices could range between $70 and crude oil prices, according to a speculation that the Organisation of the 
$85 per barrel in the near term.Even if Business Today report.Global crude oil Petroleum Exporting Countries 
the current lower prices are temporary, prices have recently fallen to their (OPEC) and its allies, known as 
a stabilisation of crude prices around lowest levels in nine months, which has OPEC+, might  delay planned 
$85 per barrel would allow the improved profit margins for Oil production increases, originally 
government to request state-owned Marketing Companies (OMCs). This scheduled to start next month.
fuel retailers to maintain steady retail development opens the door for A significant factor in the recent price 
prices.In March, just before the general potential savings to be passed on to drop is the return of Libyan oil to the 
elections, the government reduced consumers.The decline in oil prices, global market.Additionally, OPEC+ 
petrol and diesel prices by Rs 2 per now at their lowest since January, has plans to reverse some of its voluntary 
litre.A further reduction in fuel prices prompted discussions among key production cuts starting in October, 
now would provide much-needed relief government officials.With Assembly while non-OPEC countries have 
to consumers, who continue to face elections in Maharashtra and Haryana increased their oil output, further 
high fuel costs.approaching, the government sees this exerting downward pressure on prices. 

Boss Packaging Solutions makes 
debut on NSE SME at 25% premium

Government may slash fuel prices as global oil prices fall: Report

location.Following the launch, Food and 
Consumer Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi 
announced that the government will 
expand and diversify the quantity and 
distribution channels for onions in 
response to price trends.More cities will 
be included soon, with the second phase 
starting next week, covering major cities 
such as Kolkata, Guwahati, Hyderabad, 
Chennai, Bengaluru, Ahmedabad, and 
Raipur. A nationwide sale is scheduled to 
begin in the third week of September

The government currently holds a buffer 
stock of 4.7 lakh tonnes of onions from 
the Rabi crop to manage prices.The Price 
Stabilisation Fund, launched under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, aims to 
intervene when essential commodity 
prices rise. Joshi assured that this move Rs 35 per kilogram through special vans Malad in Mumbai.Onions will also be 
would bring relief to consumers in Delhi and Mumbai.The NCCF and available at subsidised rates on e-NEW DELHI. With onion prices soaring 
nationwide.As of September 4, the NAFED, which are managing a 4.7 lakh commerce platforms and outlets of 47% higher than last year, the government 
average onion price was Rs 49.21 per tonne onion buffer stock for the Kendriya Bhandar and Mother Dairy's has stepped in to stabilise costs.The 
kilogram, up 47.29% from Rs 33.41 per government, will handle the retail sales SAFAL in key consumption areas.National Cooperative Consumer’s 
kilogram a year ago.Wholesale prices through their stores and mobile vans. Currently, retail onion prices in the national Federation (NCCF) and the National 
have also surged, with the all-India Onions will be sold at 38 retail locations capital exceed Rs 60 per kilogram, Agricultural Cooperative Marketing 
consumer wholesale price at Rs 4,158.in Delhi-NCR, as well as in Parel and d e p e n d i n g  o n  q u a l i t y  a n d  Federation have started selling onions at 

Government starts selling onions at Rs 
35/kg in Delhi and Mumbai. Check details

India's household food spending dips to less than 50%: Report
more nutritious and varied food options."

The issue of anaemia and iron intake
Despite this improvement in dietary 

diversity, the report also points out that 
efforts to boost iron intake have not 
yielded the desired results. Anaemia 
remains a widespread issue in the 
country. The paper suggests that the 
government’s approach to fortifying 
cereals with iron, while simple to 
implement, may not be enough to combat 
anaemia effectively.“Improving iron 
intake and reducing anaemia might 
require promoting more diverse diets, 
rather than relying on fortification of NEW DELHI. For the first time since 
cereals alone,” the paper mentioned.The India’s independence, food spending has 
report also highlights improvements in modern India, average household provides free grains to around 800 dropped to less than half of household 
dietary diversity across states and Union spending on food has fallen below 50% million people across the country, has expenses.This change, highlighted in a 
Territories. Northeastern states like of total monthly expenses. This shift is played a key role in reducing the burden recent report by the Economic Advisory 
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, and Tripura being seen as a significant change in of food costs for households.The report Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-
have seen some of the most notable gains. spending habits, particularly in rural shows that the money saved from PM), signals a shift in how Indian 
In other regions, states like Bihar and areas. spending less on cereals has allowed families allocate their monthly 
Odisha have made good progress in Changes in food expenditure families to diversify their diets. More budgets.The report suggests that people, 
improving micronutrient intake through The EAC-PM working paper reveals that people are now buying milk, fruits, eggs, especially the poorest households, are 
diverse diets, though states like spending on cereals, a staple food fish, and meat, which were previously now using their saved money to add more 
Rajasthan have only seen minor category, has reduced notably, especially considered luxury items for many low-variety to their diets, including milk, 
changes.The rise in dietary diversity, among the poorest 20% of households. income households.“This change is more fruits, eggs, and meat.The decrease in 
especially for the poorest 20%, shows This drop in cereal spending is seen as a noticeable in the poorest households,” food spending has been mainly driven by 
that better infrastructure, transport, and direct result of the government's food the report said. "The free grain government schemes that provide free 
storage have made items like fruits, milk, security programmes, such as the d is t r ibut ion has  ac ted  l ike  an  wheat and rice, making essential grains 
eggs, and meat more accessible and Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna expansionary policy, enabling families to available at no cost to many families.
affordable. Yojana (PMGKAY). This scheme, which shift their spending from basic cereals to The report notes that for the first time in 

New Delhi Domestic stock markets took a sharp 
dive on Friday, with the BSE Sensex plummeting 
by 900 points and th NSE Nifty50 dropping over 
1% as well.The Sensex was trading around 
81,317, while the Nifty50 slipped to 24,889 by 
mid-morning.Santosh Meena, Head of Research 
at Swastika Investmart Ltd., said the dramatic 
drop comes after the Indian markets had been 
holding steady at all-time highs.Today's market 
turbulence is partly linked to investor jitters 
ahead of the US non-farm payrolls report 
expected later today."One key factor could be 
weaker job data from the USA, fuelling concerns 
about a potential global economic slowdown," he 
said.Analysts predict an increase of 165,000 jobs 
and a drop in the unemployment rate to 4.2%. 
However, concerns about weaker job openings 
and a possible rate cut by the Federal Reserve 
have added to the market uncertainty.Dr. V K 
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist at 
Geojit Financial Services, noted, “If the August 
jobs data falls short of expectations and 
unemployment rises, the Fed might cut rates by 
50 basis points. This could worry the markets 
further, especially with fears of a potential 
slowdown.”Additionally, India's weight in the 
MSCI Emerging Markets index has surpassed 
China’s, reaching its highest level."This raises 
the risk of a strategic reduction in weight 
allocation, especially given India's relatively 
high valuations," Meena said.

Technical analysis
From a technical standpoint, Meena highlighted 

that the Sensex is currently testing a crucial 
support level at 24,850.If the index falls below 
this point, it could trigger further declines 
towards 24,500 and 24,000. Conversely, if the 
markets recover, key resistance levels are at 
25,150, 25,330, and 25,500.

Sector-wise impact
The broad market decline affected all sectors. 

Major companies like Reliance Industries, SBI, 
ICICI Bank, and Infosys were among the top 
contributors to the drop.Sector-specific indices, 
such as Nifty PSU Bank and Oil & Gas, fell over 
2%, while others like Auto, Media, and Metal 
dropped by more than 1%. Small-cap and mid-
cap stocks also faced losses, down by 0.9% and 
1.3%, respectively.Global outlook

Globally, MSCI's Asia-Pacific index saw a minor 
gain of 0.2%, while Japan’s Nikkei slipped 
slightly. US futures also showed declines. In the 
domestic market, foreign institutional investors 
(FIIs) sold equities worth â‚¹688 crore, whereas 
domestic institutional investors (DIIs) bought 
equities worth â‚¹2,970 crore.Oil prices 
remained steady with Brent crude at $72.7 and 
US West Texas Intermediate at $69.16. 

NEW DELHI. Despite an assurance by carmakers to 
cut down dispatches, top dealer association body 
FADA said inventory levels at passenger vehicle (PV) 
showrooms remain at alarming levels, with stock days 
now stretching to 70-75 days.Inventory totalling 7.8 
lakh vehicles, valued at an alarming Rs 77,800 crore. 
The Federation of Automobile Dealers Associations 
(FADA) on Thursday alleged rather than responding 
to the situation, PV makers continue to increase 
dispatches to dealers on a month-to-month basis, 
exacerbating the issue.“FADA is raising SOS signals 
as PV sales fell by 3.46% MoM and 4.53% YoY in 
August. Even with the arrival of the festive season, the 
market remains under significant strain due to delayed 
customer purchases, poor consumer sentiment and 
persistent heavy rains.Inventory levels have reached 
alarming levels, with stock days stretching to 70-75 
days and inventory totalling 7.8 lakh vehicles, valued 
at an alarming Rs.77,800 crore,” said FADA President, 
Manish Raj Singhania.FADA said dealers must act 
swiftly to stop taking on additional stock to protect 
their financial health. OEMs, too, must recalibrate 
their supply strategies without delay, or the industry 
faces a potential crisis from this inventory overload, it 
said.At the end of July, FADA had said inventory level 
units had surged to 67-72 days, 730,000 units or Rs 
73,000 crore worth stock. Carmakers, however, have 
pegged the number much lower at 400,000 units. 
Partho Banerjee, senior executive director, marketing 
& sales of Maruti Suzuki, on Sunday said their 
network stock, at the beginning of August was 38 days, 
has come down to 36 days.

Banker warns of  systemic 
risk arising from flight of  
bank deposits to Mfs

Sensex, Nifty down 1%: 
What's behind today's stock 

market turbulence

machinery, meeting working capital New Delhi Shares of Boss Packaging 
requirements, and covering general Solutions made a decent debut on 
corporate expenses to help the the stock exchange today, after 
company expand and boost its seeing massive bids earlier.The 
production capabilities.stock was listed at Rs 82.5 on the 

NSE SME, marking a 25% Retail investors had to apply for a 
premium over its IPO price of Rs minimum of 2,000 shares, which 
66.The Rs 8.41 crore SME initial required an investment of Rs 
public offering (IPO) was available 1 ,32 ,000 .  H igh  Ne t -Wor th  
for subscription between August Individuals (HNIs) needed to apply 
30, 2024, and September 3, 2024, for a minimum of two lots, or 4,000 
with each share priced at Rs shares, with an investment of Rs 
66.Boss Packing Solutions, which 2,64,000.The company’s financials 
supplies packaging machines, are not particularly strong, with 
labelling, capping, and filling profits remaining flat for both 2022-
equipment, had an issue size of a 23 and 2023-24, according to the shares available. The retail investor 
little over Rs 8 crore. Yet, it received company’s Red Herring Prospectus category was subscribed 165.29 times, 
bids worth Rs 1,073 crore. (RHP).The company is based in while the 'others' category saw a 

Ahmedabad and operates out of a During the three-day bidding period, the subscription of 103.80 times.Boss 
modest 500-square-yard facility. Its net IPO saw strong demand, with overall Packaging Solutions Limited's IPO 
debt has also increased, rising by 82% subscriptions reaching 136.21 times. A offered 12.74 lakh fresh shares, raising 
to Rs 3.06 crore in 2023 from Rs 1.64 total of 16.45 crore equity shares were Rs 8.41 crore. The funds from the IPO 
crore the previous year.bid for, compared to the 12.08 lakh were intended for purchasing new 

Rekha Jhunjhunwala-backed 
Baazar Style Retail lists a flat 
on Dalal Street

NEW DELHI.  Shares of Baazar Style Retail, backed by 
Rekha Jhunjhunwala, made a flat debut on the stock 
exchanges on Friday, listing at Rs 389 on both BSE and 
NSE.

Before its listing, the company's shares were trading at a 
premium of 12% over the issue price in the grey market.

Baazar Style Retail's IPO received strong interest from 
investors, with an overall subscription of nearly 41 
times by the time it closed. The company intends to use 
the IPO proceeds to repay debt and for general corporate 
purposes.Based in Kolkata, Baazar Style Retail is a 
value fashion retailer, holding the largest retail presence 
in Eastern India and leading the organised value retail 
market in West Bengal and Odisha.

MUMBAI: A veteran banker on Thursday expressed 
concerns over the present trend of deposit flight out of 
banks, saying that if the trend, especially in the Casa 
segment, is not arrested there could be systemic risks 
down the lineSeeking active participation of the 
government and the regulator to arrest the flight of 
money into non-banking assets like equities and mutual 
funds, IBA chairman MV Rao said if the present trend 
needs to be contained to avoid systemic risk.

Addressing the IBA-Ficci organised national banking 
summit here on Thursday, Rao, who also heads the 
public sector Central Bank of India, said, “Our analysis 
of mutual fund investors has found that as much as 99% 
of them are not analysing the technical or fundamentals 
of their investments but they are following some group.

After six-seven years when the cycle turns, definitely this 
will have a lot of systemic risk that may come out of. 
Because mutual funds invest in companies or stocks and 
they don’t make provisions unlike banks which must 
make provision of 20% even to AAA-rated 
investments”.He further elaborated saying with the 
current generational shift, cultural changes also happen. 
The earlier culture of security is moving now to 
securitisation. People who are now keeping deposits are 
in the higher age group while the younger lots are 
moving to become investors.Admitting that the return 
given by mutual funds are higher, he said restricted rate 
of interest for many bnaking assets/products vis-a-vis 
mutual funds don’t have restrictions. Going forward we 
cannot dictate the customer but give customer higher 
returns.Today, on average money lying in savings 
account will fetch one a meagre 2.75% to 5% if the 
amount is higher than a threshold like `1 lakh or above 
and mid-term fixed deposits will fetch 6.

Unsold passenger vehicle 
inventory rises to 7.8L units: 
FADA

New Delhi  Goldman Sachs downgraded its outlook for 
the State Bank of India (SBI), cutting its earnings 
estimates for FY25 and FY26 by 3% and 9%, 
respectively.The brokerage highlighted a growing risk-
reward imbalance, driven by challenges in sustaining 
return on assets (RoA).Goldman Sachs forecasted that 
RoA would fall below 1% by FY26, down from 1% in 
FY24.The revised target price indicated a 9% downside 
from SBI’s current trading level of Rs 818.60.The 
downgrade was due to concerns over lower net interest 
income and higher loan loss provisions.Goldman Sachs 
noted increasing credit costs because of rising slippages 
in MSME, agricultural, and unsecured loan portfolios.

Despite this, SBI’s shares had a slight increase of 0.26% 
on Thursday.Analysts from Axis Securities viewed SBI 
as a strong player in the banking sector, aligning well 
with India’s economic growth. The analysts highlighted 
SBI’s focus on increasing deposits and shifting assets 
from investments to loans.This strategy was expected to 
improve its Loan-to-Deposit Ratio (LDR) and maintain 
its margin at 3.2% in the medium term.

Axis Securities also pointed out SBI’s healthy Provision 
Coverage Ratio (PCR) and adequate capitalization, 
forecasting that the bank would maintain a RoA of 1-
1.1% over the next few years.InCred Equities remained 
optimistic about SBI, maintaining it as a high-
conviction stock and setting a target price of Rs 1,100 
for the shares.

Goldman Sachs gives SBI 
'sell' rating with revised 
target price. Know why

US crude oil prices dropped 
by more than 1% on 
Wednesday, falling below $70 
per barrel. Brent crude prices 
followed suit, falling by $1 to 
reach $72.75 per barrel.
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Duleep Trophy: Huge crowd 

turned up at the Anantapur 

stadium in Andhra Pradesh 

for India C vs India D match. 

Meanwhile, the stands at the 

M Chinnaswamy Stadium in 

Bengaluru were empty.

NEWS BOX

New Delhi  experience to succeed in Sri Former India batting coach 
LankaVikram Rathour and legendary Sri Lanka 

spinner Rangana Herath have joined New Further speaking ahead, Stead 
Zealand team to help them prepare for m e n t i o n e d  h o w  H e r a t h ’s  
their upcoming Tests in Asia. Notably, influence will massively help 
New Zealand will take on Afghanistan in their left-arm spinners Ajaz Patel, 
a one-off Test from September 9 in Rachin Ravindra and Mitchell 
Greater Noida, India and will further lock Santner in the Sri Lanka 
horns with Sri Lanka and India for five series.“For our three left-arm 

orthodox spinners in particular, Tests.Ahead of a crucial Test season in 
Ajaz, Mitch and Rachin, having Asia, New Zealand Cricket have secured 
the chance to work with Rangana the services of Rathour and Herath to help 

them succeed in the alien conditions. across three Tests on the sub-
Rathour, who was recently part of the cont inent  wi l l  be  hugely  
Indian coaching staff as batting coach beneficial. Rangana has taken 

over 100 Test wickets in Galle under Rahul Dravid, will be with the team 
which is the venue of our two f o r  t h e  o n e - o f f  Te s t  a g a i n s t  
Tests against Sri Lanka and so his Afghanistan.On the other hand, Herath 
knowledge of that venue will be will be with the team till the two-match 
priceless,” he added.Meanwhile, of the two new members and said that both series against Sri Lanka beginning from 

New Zealand are currently ranked on the will add on to the knowledge and skill set of 18th September. The former left-arm 
the team.“We’re really excited to introduce third spot in the World Test Championship spinner has joined the team in place of 
Rangana and Vikram into our Test group. standings with three wins from six matches former Pakistan spinner and coach Saqlain 
Both men are held in high regard in the having a points percentage of 50%. The Mushtaq, who was expected to take up the 

upcoming Tests against Sri Lanka and India world of cricket and I know our players are role earlier but pulled out to take up a 
are extremely crucial for the Blackcaps to really looking forward to the opportunity to position with the Pakistan Cricket Board 
climb higher on the table or maintain their learn from them,” said Stead in a media (PCB).New Zealand Head Coach Gary 
position.release.Stead banking on Herath's Stead expressed excitement on the joining 

Congratulations to Kapil Parmar, as 
he becomes the first-ever Indian to 
win a medal in Judo at the 
Paralympics. Congrats to him for 
winning a Bronze in the Men's 60kg 
J1 event at the #Paralympics2024! 
Best wishes for his endeavours 
ahead,"Parmar, who had already 
made a name for himself by 
winning a silver medal in the same 
category at the 2022 Asian Games, 
showcased his  prowess by 
defeating Venezuela's Marco 
Dennis Blanco 10-0 in the Paralympics.

quarterfinals. His journey to the Paralympics The 24-year-old visually impaired para-
was not without challenges. As a child, athlete from Shivor, Madhya Pradesh, New Delhi. Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
Parmar suffered a severe electric shock after secured the bronze in the men's -60kg J1 extended heartfelt congratulations to Kapil 
accidentally touching a water pump while category by defeating Brazil's Elielton de Parmar on his remarkable bronze medal 
playing in the fields, leaving him in a coma Oliveira in just 33 seconds with a stunning victory in Judo at the Paris Paralympics. In a 
for six months.Ippon. Parmar's victory is a significant special post on his official X account, PM 

Despite this life-altering experience, Parmar's milestone, raising India's medal tally at the Modi hailed Parmar's achievement as a 
triumph at Paris turns out to be one of the key Games to 25, including five gold, nine silver, "special medal" win for India, celebrating 
highlights of India's Paralympcis 2024 and 11 bronze medals."A very memorable his historic accomplishment as the first-ever 
campaign. sporting performance and a special medal! Judo medallist for the country at the 

PM Modi praises Kapil Parmar for 'special' 
Paralympics Judo bronze medal

New Delhi  Indian pacer Harshit Rana's iconic 
flying kiss celebration made a return on Day 
1 of the Duleep Trophy tournament. His 
infamous send-off has been the talking point 
since IPL 2024 and Harshit brought it back 
again. Harshit, while playing for India D, got 
the wicket of India C captain Ruturaj 
Gaikwad. During the 7th over of India C's 
first innings, Harshit bowled a short of length 
delivery outside the stumps and Gaikwad 
edged it only to be caught at the slips. India D 
erupted in celebrations and Harshit Rana 
gave his infamous 'flying kiss' gesture. 
However, this time it was not directed 
towards the batter he dismissed but to the 
dressing room.

Gaikwad managed to score just five runs in 19 
balls in his short stay at the crease. Earlier, 
Harshit also dismissed opening batter Sai 

Sudharsan for just seven runs from 16 balls. 
Harshit provided his team just the kind of 
start which they needed as India C were 
reduced to 14/2 in first seven overs. 
Interestingly, Harshit 's flying kiss 
celebration caught everyone's attention 
during the IPL 2024 when he was 
representing KKR.

Harshit's flying kiss celebration
When Harshit faced ban for his send-off
He gave a flying kiss send-off to Mayank 

Agarwal after dismissing him during KKR 
vs SRH match on March 23. Later, the KKR 
fast bowler Harshit Rana was suspended for 
a match and fined 100 percent of his match 
fee for breaching the IPL Code of Conduct 
for the second time in the IPL 2024 season. 
Harshit's second offence came during KKR's 
win against Delhi at Eden Gardens on April 
29. He came up with an animated gesture 
towards DC's Abhishek Porel after getting 
his wicket.Later, the KKR team's co-owner 
Shahrukh Khan asked the entire squad to 
give a flying kiss as part of their celebration 
on lifting the ICC trophy.Meanwhile, 
Harshit will be aiming to impress the 
selectors and offer his contention for the 
upcoming big home season. He was selected 
in the T20I squad for Zimbabwe and ODI 
squad for the Sri Lanka series. 

Patel playing a heroic knock of 86 runs crowd in the Chinnaswamy stands, 
while also picking two wickets. The despite the participation by many star 
fans also seemed excited over the start players.The fans on social media also 
of India's home season. The Duleep urged BCCI to hold more games in 
Trophy matches will be hosted in Rural Development Trust Stadium, 
Bengaluru and Andhra Pradesh's seeing the craze among localites.
Anantapur. Hence, M Chinnaswamy More matches in Anantapur?
Stadium in Bengaluru,  Rural Earlier, there was a stampede-like 
Development Trust Stadium and ACA situation at the Anantapur stadium as 
ADCA Ground in Anantapur are the people arrived in big numbers to get the 
venues of the matches.The Day 2, tickets of the Duleep Trophy matches. 
being Friday, saw huge crowds turning The Anantapur crowd also showcased 
up in stadiums to cheer for the players. their passion for cricket. Spectator 
H o w e v e r,  i t  w a s  t h e  R u r a l  interest perks up significantly once 
Development Trust Stadium in domestic matches are taken to smaller 

players.Anantapur, which saw fans arriving in huge towns.The rising stars also look forward to a 
The craze among Anantapur crowdnumbers to fill-up the stands. The Anantapur change in the monotony of playing before 

New Delhi, India's much-anticipated domestic Meanwhile, the M Chinnaswamy Stadium is stadium is hosting the India C vs India D empty stands by performing in front of 
season started off on a high with 2 cracker of hosting India A vs India B with stars like clash with players like Ruturaj Gaikwad, packed stadiums. Anantapur stadium lived 
contests underway between India A-B and Shubman Gill, Rishabh Pant, Kuldeep Shreyas Iyer, Axar Patel, Devdutt Padikkal up to that expectation this Friday and the 
India C-D. Day 1 witnessed many notable Yadav, Yashasvi Jaiswal and Shivam Dube and Arshdeep Singh participating. The fans numbers are only expected to increase over 
performances from the Indian players, with playing. However, there was not as much flocked to the stadium to support the star the weekend.
Musheer Khan scoring a century and Axar 

New Delhi. 

have seen Andre Agassi or Leonardo Di than a tennis ball.
Caprio playing pickleball. Even Novak 2. Court Dimensions
Djokovic, who once hinted that pickleball The court measures 20x44 feet, same for 
posed a threat to tennis, was seen trying his singles and doubles.
hand at the sport at an exhibition event A 7-foot no-volley zone near the net, called 
before the 2023 US Open. In India, the the "kitchen", prevents volleys unless the 
sport has found fans in Bollywood actors ball bounces.
and sports icons alike.It's no surprise: 3. Gameplay
pickleball is among the fastest-growing Objective: Hit the ball over the net into the 
sports worldwide, and India is no opponent's court without return.The serve 
exception.Rajat, a 23-year-old finance is underhand and must bounce before 

surged so much that tennis courts were professional, was introduced to the sport by being returned.The serving team can only 
repurposed for it, as four pickleball courts Singh. He now makes a 50km trip from score points; games go to 11 points, with a 2-
can fit into one tennis court. More courts Gurugram to Noida every weekend to point win requirement.
meant more players and more revenue, play."It's less strenuous than tennis and a bit 4. Serve and Return Rules
catching the attention of investors and sports different from badminton," Rajat says. "The Double-bounce rule: Both teams must let the 
equipment manufacturers like Selkirk, sound of the paddle hitting the ball reminds ball bounce once after the serve before 
which started sponsoring players.me of cricket. As a cricket lover, I enjoy it a volleys are allowed.

India saw a similar boom after the pandemic. A Ajit Pal Singh, a software engineer lot. It's become a weekly affair."Pickleball's P I C K L E B A L L ' S  O R I G I N S  A N D  
pickleball tournament with prize money from Noida, first discovered pickleball simple learning curve, social nature, and low ARRIVAL IN INDIA
worth USD 100,000 was held as recently as through an Instagram reel. The clip showed a physical impact have contributed to its Pickleball originated in Bainbridge Island, 
August 2024. India has been hosting major game that looked like a mix of tennis and widespread popularity. Its accessibility Washington, in 1965. Three friends -- 
tournaments and Indian pickeball players badminton, piquing his curiosity. A quick makes it appealing across age groups, and Pritchard, Bill Bell, and Barney McCallum-
have begun to win medals in prestigious Google search later, he was hooked. Six it's being embraced both recreationally and created the game using makeshift 
overseas competitions. An Indian Premier months on, Singh and three friends became competitively. equipment, and it quickly gained local 
League-styled league for pickleball is also regulars at a popular pickleball centre in A PANDEMIC BOOM popularity.In India, the credit for introducing 
set to start by the end of 2024 or early 2025.Noida, playing almost every weekend.For The pandemic provided an unexpected boost pickleball goes to Sunil Valavalkar, the 

THE BASICS OF PICKLEBALLearly pioneers like Sunil Valavalkar and for pickleball. It proved to be a "blessing in founder of the All India Pickleball 
1. Pickleball EquipmentManish Rao, spreading the word about disguise" for the sport. People gravitated to Association (AIPA). Valavalkar first 
Paddle: A solid paddle, larger than a ping-pong pickleball in India was a challenge. But the sport during lockdowns due to its ease of encountered the sport when he went to 

paddle but smaller than a tennis racket, made today, the game is rapidly capturing the setup and suitability for socially distanced British Columbia as a Project Supervisor for 
of wood, composite, or graphite.attention of urban India, drawing in players play. It became a common sight in alleys and an Indo-Canadian Youth Exchange Program 

Ball:: A lightweight plastic ball with holes, aged eight to 80.It's hard to escape the parking lots across cities. of the Government of India in 1999. There, 
similar to a wiffle ball, which travels slower growing popularity of pickleball. You must In the United States of America, pickleball he was hosted by a sports enthusiast.

Duleep Trophy: Anantapur stadium packed, 
Chinnaswamy stands in Bengaluru empty

Pickleball Boom: The trendy, social sport is winning hearts in India too

Vikram Rathour, Rangana Herath to help New 
Zealand prepare for Test season in Asia

New Delhi, Lionel Messi sent a heartfelt 
farewell message to Angel Di Maria as the 
Argen t ine  w inge r  announced  h i s  
international retirement, receiving a moving 
tribute at the Estadio Mâs Monumental ahead 
of Argentina's FIFA World Cup qualifier 
against Chile. Angel Di Maria called time on 
his 16-year international journey with 
Argentina following their Copa America 
2024 triumph on July 15.The 36-year-old 
winger made significant contributions to 
Argentina across four World Cups (2010, 
2014, 2018, and 2022), playing a crucial role 
in the team that reached the final in Brazil in 
2014 and ultimately clinched the World Cup 
in Qatar 2022. In an emotional tribute video, 
Messi congratulated Di Maria on his 
illustrious international career, ending with a 
touching note that brought tears to Di Maria's 
eyes.

“I hope you enjoy this evening a lot with your 
family and loved ones. We’ve said 
everything we needed to say...We shared so 
much, and who would have thought it would 

end this way? We’ll miss you a lot. See you 
soon,"In Copa América competitions, Di 
Maria experienced the agony of near 
victories, finishing as a runner-up in 2015 
and 2016, before finally achieving glory in 
2021. His decisive goal against Brazil at the 
Maracan£ Stadium secured the long-awaited 
continental trophy, cementing his status as 
o n e  o f  A rg e n t i n a ' s  m o s t  i c o n i c  
players.During the tribute ceremony, the 
entire Estadio Mas Monumental erupted in a 
standing ovation for Di Maria. The players 
formed a guard of honor for him and his 
family before lifting him high into the air in 
celebration. The ceremony featured a video 
montage with messages from former greats 
and Messi himself, all acknowledging Di 
Maria's exceptional career with Argentina.

Messi's heartfelt 
farewell to Angel Di 
Maria on retirement: 
We'll miss you a lot

Aryna Sabalenka is determined to make the 
most of her second consecutive US Open 
final appearance after narrowly missing out 
on the title last year. The Belarusian tennis 
star revealed her resolve to "give it her all" in 
the upcoming final, reflecting on last year's 
disappointment where she lost to Coco 
Gauff despite winning the first set. 
Sabalenka secured her spot in the 2024 US 
Open final by defeating USA’s Emma 
Navarro 6-3, 7-6 (7-2) on September 5 at the 
Arthur Ashe Stadium in a thrilling semi-final 
clash.In her post-match press conference, 
Sabalenka expressed her eagerness to make 
amends for last year’s heartbreak and finally 
clinch the hard-court major. She emphasized 
her readiness to put everything on the line in 
what promises to be a high-stakes final. 
Sabalenka’s road to the final was marked by 
her powerful and consistent play, which was 
on full display against Navarro. The 
Belarusian, known for her aggressive 
baseline game, managed to keep the 
pressure on Navarro throughout the match, 
particularly in the second-set tiebreak where 
she dominated to secure her place in the 
final."Yeah, I had really tough lessons here 
in the pastâ€æ I think I had so many 
opportunities here, but I didn't use them for 
different reasons. I wasn't ready. Then I got 
emotional. Then I just couldn't handle the 
crowd. I felt like I just missed the 
opportunity. Every time I'm coming back 
here, I have this positive thinking, like, 
‘Come, on, maybe this time'," Sabalenka 
said."Every time I'm hoping that one day I'll 
be able to hold that beautiful trophy. You 
know, like tough losses never make me feel 
depressed, like, not thinking like of not 
coming back on the tournament. It only 
motivates me to come back and to try one 
more time, try harder, and work harder on 
some things which maybe didn't work in the 
past. I'm still hoping to hold that beautiful 
trophy,” Sabalenka added.In the final, 
Sabalenka will face Jessica Pegula, who 
earned her spot by defeating the world 
number one, Iga Swiatek, in their semi-final 
clash. With Pegula being the home star, 
Sabalenka also revealed that she is not 
worried to face the Arthur Ashe crowd going 
against her in the final."Yeah, they're 
cheering for her, but how can they help her to 
win the match? Only if I let them get into my 
head and only if I'm gonna just lose myself, 
you know, get crazy...So, yeah, that's the 
trickiest is the loudness of how loud it can be 
on this stadium,”

Harshit Rana's 'flying 
kiss' celebration returns 
after Gaikwad's wicket

�Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
hailed Kapil Parmar's historic 
bronze medal in Judo at the Paris 
Paralympics, marking India's first-
ever Judo Paralympic medal and 
celebrating the inspiring journey of 
the visually impaired para-athlete 
from Madhya Pradesh.

US Open: Aryna 
Sabalenka ready for Final 
after 'missed opportunity' 

last year

�Pickleball is booming worldwide, and 

India is no exception. Once played in 

parking lots and alleys, it's now 

entering the professional era. Pioneers 

Sunil Valavakar and Manish Rao, in 

conversation with IndiaToday.in, 

highlight the sport's rapid growth and 

its ability to transcend age groups and 

make a meaningful impact on 

enthusiasts' lives.
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