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Political parties woo community
voters in Yamunanagar district

Simmi Kaur Babbar
Yamunanagar, Sep 27:

Arvind Kejriwal, national con-
vener of the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), participated in a road-
show in Jagadhri on September
20, organised by AAP candidate
Adarsh Pal Gurjar. Photo:
Facebook/ @Aam Aadmi Party
Facebook In a bid to secure
votes, all major political parties
are focusing their efforts on
winning over voters from
diverse communities in
Yamunanagar district, particu-
larly in the Jagadhri assembly
constituency. To achieve this,
parties are deploying their
prominent campaigners to can-
vass in areas with significant
community voter populations.
Jagadhri city, renowned for its
brass and steel utensils indus-
try, has a substantial number of
voters from the Vaish/Baniya
community, which plays a crucial role in elec-

tion outcomes. Recently, Arvind Kejriwal,
national convener of the Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP), participated in a roadshow in Jagadhri
on September 20, organised by AAP candidate

Adarsh Pal Gurjar. Political observers note that
Adarsh Pal enjoys strong support among rural

voters and aims to bolster his
chances by gaining traction
among Jagadhri’s Baniya voters,
traditionally considered a BJP
stronghold. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah addressed a
rally in Jagadhri on September 23,
primarily benefiting BJP candi-
date Kanwar Pal Gujjar. Other
notable leaders, including
Kurukshetra BJP MP Naveen
Jindal and industrialist Venod
Sharma, have attended various
political events in the district.
While the Baniya vote bank has
historically aligned with BJP, can-
didates from other parties are
also vying for support within this
community. In Radaur town,
Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini
addressed a rally on September
25, as BJP fields Shyam Singh
Rana in the Radaur assembly seg-

ment, which is considered a stronghold of Saini
community votes.

Reject anti-reservation, anti-Dalit parties: Mayawati
Naresh Malhotra

Palwal, Sep 27: Calling upon a gathering to
elect the INLD-BSP alliance in the
state, BSP Supremo Mayawati
accused the Congress and the BJP
of trying to end reservation, and fol-
lowing policies that were anti-Dalit
and anti-poor. Seeking a caste-based
census, she said a political change
was needed to continue reservation.
Speaking at an election rally organ-
ised jointly by the INLD-BSP
alliance at Prithla here this after-
noon, Mayawati focused her speech
on the issue of reservation and the
exploitation of the scheduled caste
and backward communities.
Attacking both parties, she said she
had been concerned about the fate
of reservation after the recent
judgement of the Supreme Court.
Claiming that the Congress and the INDIA
bloc managed to get votes of Dalits and the
poor on the pretext of its slogans or assur-
ances during the Lok Sabha polls this year,
she said the party stood exposed completely
as it had not made any move to bring a bill in

the Parliament regarding the SC judgement
given on August 1. She said both the BJP and
Congress had still been playing with the senti-

ments of Dalits and the poor by making false
claims that they would not let reservation be
ended. Mayawati said if the INLD-BSP gov-
ernment came to power in Haryana, it would
be able to keep the matter in abeyance till a
Bill was passed from the Parliament. She
called out Rahul Gandhi for his reported state-

ment on reservation, while stating that the
BJP had also been trying to mislead people.
She said the country was facing issues like

rampant corruption, inflation, unem-
ployment and poverty, adding that
Haryana was no different as capitalist
forces had taken over administration
and governance, and this had made
the majority of the population reel
under the exploitation and atrocities of
all types. She announced that Abhay
Chautala would be the CM if alliance
came to power, and said he would have
two Deputy CMs, one of whom would
be from the SC category. Earlier, INLD
leader Abhay Singh Chautala, in his
address, accused the Congress and
BJP rule of looting the state. He said
while the Congress made Haryana a
CLU state from agricultural one, the
BJP failed to fulfil its promises made in

2014 and 2019. Announcing an old age pen-
sion of Rs 7,500, he said two lakh government
jobs, unemployment bonus of Rs 21,000, free
power, water and gas along with a special
allowance of Rs 1,100 for women would be
given each month. The alliance has fielded
Surender Vashist from the Prithla segment.

‘PM Modi’s monopoly model' took away jobs: Rahul
Navdeep Singh Sahni

New Delhi, Sep 27: Rahul Gandhi on
Friday accused PM Narendra
Modi and BJP government for
running a ‘monopoly model’
which is causing job losses and
hurting MSMEs. Attacking the
ruling BJP, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi said that the gov-
ernment is running a “monop-
oly model” which has led to job
losses, devastated micro, small,
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs), and deprived many
individuals of opportunities.
Holding a discussion with busi-
ness owners and professionals
in Jammu, Rahul Gandhi said,
“Modi ji's monopoly model has
taken away jobs, devastated
MSMEs and deprived people of opportu-
nity. India deserves better.” Citing reasons
for unemployment during his discussion,
the Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha
said that India has a huge skillset but the
attack on smaller corporations from big
companies is exacerbating the job market

in the country. He added that demonetisa-
tion, import duties, and GST were all
designed to "hurt" people economically.

Rahul Gandhi further urged the central
government to simplify GST and open up
banking opportunities for small business-
es in order to increase employment and
and revive the job market. “India has a
huge set of skills, India is not the govern-
ment of India, India is 'you.' The simple
biggest reason in my view as to why we

are having unemployment is because the
basic structure of employment, which is
smaller and bigger businesses, is under

severe attack from 5-10 really big
monopolies,” he said. "They are
not production monopolies. For
example, a country like Japan has
large monopolists as well, but
their monopolists produce things,
they are not simple traders. Our
biggest monopolists do not pro-
duce things, they simply trade
things. These large monopolists
have control of the political sys-
tem and they are organising a sys-
tematic attack on you people. GST
was designed to hurt you people,
demonetisation was designed to
hurt you, people, and import
duties were designed to hurt you

people," he added. Rahul Gandhi posted
on X, “The frustration in the eyes of a
young startup owner from J&K reflects
the struggles of most entrepreneurs and
small-business owners in India. 'Modi ji's
monopoly model' has taken away jobs,
devastated MSMEs and deprived people
of opportunity.”

SC raps CAQM on stubble burning as Delhi winter approaches
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Sep 27: The latest status
report presented by CAQM showed that
between September 18 and 25, Punjab
reported 93 incidents of stubble burning,
while Haryana registered 70 farm fires.
Tackling stubble burning requires a
proactive approach by the Commission
for Air Quality Management (CAQM),
the Supreme Court said on Friday as it
was visibly upset over the orders passed
by the panel failing to translate into
action on ground. The latest figures
from Punjab and Haryana over the past
week showed a spike in stubble burning
as compared to last year, raising alarms
as yet another Delhi winter approaches.
CAQM is the pollution watchdog for
Delhi and adjoining areas – “Though
the CAQM has taken certain steps, the
commission needs to be more active. It
must ensure that its efforts and directions
actually translate into reducing the prob-
lem of pollution,” the SC bench headed by

justice Abhay S Oka said. With the CAQM
chairman Rajesh Verma attending the
hearing via video conferencing, the court
questioned the work that was being done
by the three sub-committees constituted
under the CAQM Act, 2021. On being told

that they meet at least once every three
months, the court asked the chairman,
“You are acting as silent spectators. If they
are meeting once in three months, is it suf-
ficient considering the situation that we

are in?” The bench, also comprising justice
Augustine George Masih, noticed that the
Act empowers the commission to launch
criminal prosecution against officials,
close polluting units and direct compensa-
tion for not complying with its orders.

“Can you say for the three years
that this commission has existed,
because of you, air quality is
improving in Delhi? You have
issued 82 directions to various
states and authorities. What is the
use of these orders if there is no
enforcement or criminal action
against officers,” the bench
observed. The court was refer-
ring to section 14 of the Act,
which makes any contravention
of the provisions of the Act, or
any order or direction issued by

the commission, to be a punishable
offence, with imprisonment for a term
which may extend up to 5 years or fine
extending up to ?1 crore, or both. One of
the judges – justice Masih, who hails from

Punjab – shared inputs that the farm
equipment for removing the paddy stubble
is not readily available to farmers. This
raised doubts over the claim by the Centre
that machines and financial aid for pur-
chase of stubble removing equipment has
reached farmers. “We would like to know
from the committee of the meetings held
by the sub-committees and decisions
taken by them, the equipment provided by
Centre which are actually used by farm-
ers, and other methods suggested by the
commission to reduce stubble burning,”
the court said. The court’s observations
became relevant as the latest status report
presented by CAQM to court showed that
between September 18 and 25, Punjab
reported 93 incidents of stubble burning
compared to 8 during the corresponding
period last year, with Amritsar alone
accounting for 58 incidents. Similarly,
Haryana registered 70 farm fires in the
past week as opposed to 13 last year, with
Karnal and Kurukshetra reporting 31 and
16 incidents.

‘Constitution embodies Sanatana Dharma,
religious conversions ‘antithetical’ to its 

values’: Vice President Dhankar
ST Correspondent

New Delhi, Sep 27: Jagdeep Dhankhar said “values
in the Constitution reflect the essence of Sanatana
Dharma,” calling it all-encompassing and the only way
forward for humanity. Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Thursday referred to religious conver-
sions as “antithetical” to both national values and con-
stitutional principles, emphasising that a “sugar-coated
philosophy” is being used to target vulnerable sections
of society, news agency ANI reported. Addressing the
inaugural ceremony of the ‘Hindu Spiritual and Service
Fair’ in Jaipur, Dhankhar said that the “values
enshrined in the Constitution reflect the essence of

Sanatana Dharma,” describing it as all-encompassing
and the only path forward for humanity. He further
highlighted that Hinduism advocates for humanity and
stresses the protection of all living beings and nature.
“Sanatana never spreads poison; it channels its own
powers. There is another indication that is very dan-
gerous, one that could change the country's politics.
This is happening through policy, institutionally, and in
a planned conspiracy, and that is a religious conver-
sion!” he said. “A sugar-coated philosophy is being
sold. Where do they go? They target the vulnerable
sections of society. They encroach more into our tribal
communities. They lure them with temptation. I firmly
believe that we are witnessing, very painfully, religious
conversions in a structured manner as a policy, and
this is antithetical to our values and constitutional prin-
ciples. There is an urgent need to neutralize such sin-
ister forces. We must remain vigilant and act swiftly,”
he added. “You cannot imagine the scale of those cur-
rently active in fragmenting India,” he said. Reflecting
on nationalism and patriotism, Dhankhar remarked,
“When I observe events in neighbouring countries and
hear a narrative from someone who has held a consti-
tutional post, been a central minister, and is a senior
legal advocate, implying that this could happen in India
as well, I ask—Is our democracy weak?”

Accusation against RG Kar
ex-principal grave, can
attract death penalty

Kolkata, Sep 27: A designated CBI court,
denying bail to former RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital principal Sandip Ghosh,
has observed that the nature of the accusa-
tion against him is grave and it can attract
capital punishment if proved. The CBI had
arrested Ghosh and former officer in-charge
of Tala police station, Abhijit Mondal, for
alleged tampering of evidence and delay in fil-
ing of FIR in the rape and murder of a doctor
at the state-run hospital on August 9. The
court in its order, dictated on September 25,
said it appears from the case diary that the
process of investigation by the central probe
agency is in full swing. Denying the bail
prayer of Ghosh, Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate S Dey observed that the nature
and gravity of the accusation is grave and if
proved, it may attract capital punishment,
which is handed in the rarest of rare cases.
The judge said the court is of the opinion that
“it would be injustice flouting the principle of
equity to release the accused on bail”. He
said in the order that a person may commit an
offence with the help of other/s, and there is
no need to be present for the other accused at
the place of occurrence.

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, Sep 27: The move comes

days after a special court in Bengaluru
ordered directing the Lokayukta to carry
out a probe against Siddaramaiah on
allegation of illegalities in allotment of
14 sites worth ?56 crore to the chief
minister's wife Parvathi by MUDA.
The special court exclusively to deal
with criminal cases related to former
and elected MPs/MLAs had issued the
order directing the Lokayukta police in
Mysuru to initiate an investigation on
the complaint filed by RTI activist
Snehamayi Krishna. The order came
after Karnataka high court upheld
Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot's
sanction to investigate Siddaramaiah in
the case. The single judge high court
bench of Justice M Nagaprasanna on
September 24 said in normal circum-
stances, a governor has to act on the aid
and advice of the Council of Ministers
under Article 163 of the Constitution of
India, "but (the Governor) can take inde-
pendent decisions in exceptional circum-
stances, and the present case projects one
such exception" and dismissed
Siddaramaiah's petition. Siddaramaiah
remains unfazed as he reiterated on Friday

that he will not resign as chief minister.  “I
have done no wrong. This is for the first
time a political case is being registered
against me. This is a political case, please
underline,” PTI quoted the Congress veter-

an as saying. On being asked about BJP's
protest demanding his resignation,
Siddaramaiah said,"Why should I resign? If
one has committed wrong he has to resign,
when we are saying that no wrong was
done, where is the question of resigning?"
Amid the MUDA case row, the Karnataka
government on Thursday withdrew gener-
al consent given to CBI to investigate cases
in the state as it alleged that the federal
agency was "biased". 

Lokayukta Police registers FIR against
Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah in MUDA case

New Delhi, Sep 27: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, echoing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's words, attacked
the previous Congress government in
Haryana, alleging that “dealers, dalaals and

damaad” used to rule the state before the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) came into
power. He also highlighted the efforts and
initiatives of the BJP government in
Haryana in a poll rally on Friday, ahead of
the state assembly elections. Amit Shah
criticised the Congress regime in Haryana

in the previous term, saying that it was
marked with “cuts, commission and corrup-
tion.” The home minister said, “The rule of
dealers, dalals (brokers) and damads (sons-
in-law) prevailed. Neither dealers nor bro-

kers are left in the BJP govern-
ment, there is no question of son-
in-law.” Addressing a rally in
Rewari, further accused the
Congress of lying to farmers in the
name of MSP. Attacking Rahul
Gandhi, Shah said that the
Congress leader doesn't even know
the difference between Rabi and
Kharif crops. "Some NGO has
recently told Rahul Gandhi that he
will get votes by saying MSP. Rahul
Baba, do you know the full form of
MSP? Do you know which are the
Kharif and Rabi crops? Congress

governments running across the country,
stop lying to the farmers in the name of
MSP. The BJP government of Haryana is
buying 24 crops from farmers at MSP.
Congress leaders in Haryana should tell us
once which government of yours in the
country bought 24 crops at MSP?"

Amit Shah's ‘Dealers, Dalaal, Damaad’
attack on Congress at Haryana poll rally
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in Prayagraj banned devotees from Ghaziabad. Against the backdrop of 
bringing sweets and processed items the Tirupati laddu row, Mahant 
for offerings.Meanwhile, sweet shop Narayan Giri, the head priest of 
owners near the temple anticipate Dudheshwar Nath temple, has said 
revenue losses."If adulteration was no laddu or sweets bought from 
noted in some part of the country, it shops can now be offered to the 
doesn't necessarily mean that it will chief deity.Giri has also urged 
happen in Ghaziabad or other parts of devotees not to make any offering 
the country as well. There are of laddus at the Chopla temple and 
hundreds of sweet shops in the other such places of worship and 
vicinity of temples. My shop, for offer fruits, jaggery or gram.
instance, was started by my The Tirupati temple became the 

at Dudheshwar Nath, Chopla and other grandfather, and we are still in the centre of a controversy after Andhra 
temples. Devotees desirous of offering business but have never heard of such a Pradesh chief minister N Chandrababu 
laddus should prepare them at home. If ban," a sweet shop owner told TOI.Naidu alleged that during the previous 
that is not possible, they should offer Another shop owner said the Food Safety YSRCP government led by YS Jagan 
fruits, jaggery, or gram instead," Giri and Drugs Administration department Mohan Reddy, animal fat was mixed 
said. Coriander, coconut and lemon collected sweet samples from time to with the ghee used to prepare laddus. 
would also be accepted as offerings. time to check for adulteration. "Matters The AP govt has set up an SIT to 

Giri said the temple's sevadars and priests of adulteration is best left with the investigate the matter."Devotees 
will ensure no banned items are brought FS&D department," the shopkeeper should not offer laddus or any kind of 
into temple premises. Earlier, temples said.sweets bought from shops and vendors 

The war over garbage: Why is 
every candidate talking trash

After Tirupati row, head priest of Gzb temple says no sweets

electric motors powered by a battery — Noida. With electric and hybrid vehicles on 
were on display in the show.Visitors are display, EV zones have been capturing 
actively seeking information about these signif icant  at tent ion at  the UP 
EVs and hybrid vehicles. Rakesh International Trade Show. The transport 
Kumar, a visitor, said, "A rise in department has set up a dedicated hall for 
po l lu t ion  leve l  in  Delh i -NCR these vehicles, garnering particular 
necessitates the promotion of EVs in the interest since the state govt has waived 
area. It is good that they have placed registration charges for EVs. Vietnam, 
these stalls. I am also planning to buy an which has partnered with India for this 
electric vehicle."Of 10 lakh vehicles show, has put up stalls of some start-ups 
registered in Noida, there are 1,505 and a modified wooden bike at the show 
electric cars, 5,410 electric bikes, and are pulling crowds.According to officials, 
21,254 e-rickshaws. EVs account for 58,000 people visited the trade show on 
2.7% of the registered vehicles.Another the second day.Siyaram Verma, assistant 
attraction at the show was a modified regional transport officer, said 13 dealers, 
wooden bike crafted by Mohammed including Tata Motors, Rohan Motors, 
Junaid Saifi (25). The Bijnor resident based company has been producing e-Vipul Motors, Espirit Toyota, Koncept He added that EVs produce no tailpipe 
redesigned a used Hero Passion Pro, scooters for four years. "We have sold Mahindra, etc., put up salls over emissions, helping to reduce pollution 
replacing its body with pine wood."I thousands of electric scooters ranging 1500sqm.Showcasing a Tata Motors and combat climate change. They also 
bought a used bike and redesigned it two from Rs 42,945 to Rs 57,225. We are Punch EV, Abhishek Tyagi, sales advisor help reduce harmful pollutants like 
months ago. In 2021, I designed a getting a good response from the visitors at Sab Motors, said, "Electric vehicles are nitrogen oxides and particulate matter, 
wooden bicycle, and people liked it very to the trade show."Some hybrid vehicles environment-friendly and cost nearly Rs improving air quality.Som Prakash 
much in my neighbourhood. I then — that combine a traditional internal 1 per km. The EVs can run up to 320km Midha, director of Sundak Solar 
decided to make a bike," Saifi explained.combustion engine and one or more after 5-6 hours of normal charging." Solutions Pvt Ltd, said his Greater Noida-

EVs to wooden bike, what’s 
pulling crowds at int’l trade show

Gurgaon. Civic issues in the NCR cities from homes but left to pile up along added.Vardhan Yadav of Congress 
of Gurgaon and Faridabad have taken roads had prompted the govt to declare from Badshapur and BJP's Badkhal 
c e n t r e  s t a g e  i n  e l e c t i o n  a solid waste exigency a couple of candidate, Dhanesh Adlakha, too, have 
campaigns.While Congress is using months ago.Congress did not waste the been making promises regarding civic 
the civic mess to target BJP, the state's opportunity to attack the govt on trash. issues.In Faridabad, campaign 
ruling party is making lofty promises On Thursday, party MP Shashi Tharoor strategies have gone to the extent 
to make the cities spick and span if shared a video on social media, where party functionaries have been 
elected again.For instance, both BJP c o n v e y i n g  h i s  d i s m a y  a n d  embarking on cleanliness drives and 
heavyweight Rao Narbir Singh from disappointment over the civic sharing their efforts on WhatsApp 
Gurgaon's Badshapur and Congress's infrastructure in Gurgaon.He alleged groups to attract voters.Residents are 
Vijay Pratap Singh from Faridabad's that after a spell of rain, roads in the pinning their hopes on candidates."The 
Badkhal have been reaching out to city resembled swimming pools deplorable state of roads, overflowing 
voters with their pitch of improving because of waterlogging. He also sewers, and garbage scattered along 
civic infrastructure and providing referred to severe traffic snarls in the major streets are some of the primary 
better amenities to residents.In a recent city and the lack of proper waste issues that concern us. We expect our 
public meeting, Rao Narbir admitted collection, saying trash along roads elected representatives to prioritise 
that Gurgaon's civic needs had to be were a "common sight".Mukesh them. It is crucial for them to focus on 
addressed urgently."Despite being a Sharma, BJP candidate from Gurgaon, improving the infrastructure, ensuring 
cyber city, Gurgaon has mountains of made a promise similar to that of Rao proper waste management, and 
garbage. This is certainly because of Narbir."Since MCG polls were maintaining a clean and safe 
administrative negligence. But this delayed, councillors could not be environment. Just a few days ago, a 
issue will be resolved soon. Gurgaon elected in time and local civic issues flooded underpass in old Faridabad 
will become number one in cleanliness remained unaddressed for long," he claimed the lives of two young 
like Indore," Narbir told a gathering of said."We, however, have a plan in bankers," said Vikas Yadav of 
BJP supporters on Sept 21. "Indore place, especially for sanitation issues. Faridabad Sector 49, which falls under 
consistently ranks number one in We can make a similar arrangement Badkhal constituency.In Gurgaon, 
cleanliness because its leadership like that in Indore, where Rs 2 crore residents said any party elected to 
works towards it. We will make was given to local RWAs through the power should focus on local issues 
Gurgaon as clean as Indore," he municipal corporation to ensure rather than national ones."For instance, 
added.Heaps of garbage collected effective waste management," he (Union minister) .

From Oct 1, Yamuna e-way toll set 
to see its first revision in 2 years

Noida. Commuters using the Yamuna 
Expressway will have to pay higher toll 
from Oct 1, with Yamuna Expressway 
Industrial Development Authority 
(YEIDA) taking a decision to revise the 
rates across all categories for the first 
time in two years.The move comes after 
Mumbai-based Suraksha Group took 
over Jaypee Infratech Ltd, which 
managed the expressway for so long. The 
last time toll rates on the speedway were 
hiked were in Sept 2022.The changes are 
expected to impact both daily commuters 
and tourists headed for Agra or Mathura.

According to the new rates, motorcycles — 
which previously paid Rs 1.25 per 
kilometre — will now be charged Rs 1.5, 
a 20% increase. Private cars and other 

n o w  R s  1 4 . 2 5  a n d  R s  1 8 . 3 5 ,  During a YEIDA board meeting on Jan flats in Noida and Greater Noida.The 
light four-wheelers will face a 13.5% 

respectively.YEIDA CEO Arun Vir Singh 29, a proposal tabled to increase the rates company, meanwhile, fell into financial 
hike, with toll rates rising from Rs 2.6 to 

said that the toll revision was part of the did not reach a consensus.The Authority distress. After a protracted legal battle in 
Rs 2.95 per kilometre.For light 

resolution plan submitted by Suraksha had also requested a report from Jaypee, NCLT and NCLAT, Suraksha acquired 
commercial vehicles — such as small 

during the takeover of Jaypee.The plan, outlining its revenue collection and traffic the debt-ridden company in June this 
trucks and mini-buses — the rate will go 

which was approved by National forecasts on the expressway, keeping in year. An annual toll hike was one of the 
up from Rs 4.15 to Rs 4.6, marking a 

Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) and mind the upcoming international airport conditions set by Suraksha.Initially, UP 
10.8% rise. Buses and heavy trucks will 

National Company Law Appellate in Jewar. The rates, however, did not see govt approved toll hikes annually when 
see a 10.7% jump, with the toll changing 

Tribunal (NCLAT), includes a provision any change all this while.Jaypee, which the expressway became operational in 
from Rs 8.45 to Rs 9.35.Multi-axle trucks 

for such toll hikes every year.The revision constructed the expressway in 2012, had 2012. In Jan 2015, the state govt asked 
and oversized vehicles will have to pay 

of rates was on hold for more than a year. also secured land for developing 30,000 YEIDA to take over the responsibility.
the maximum toll, with the revised rates 

Woman killed by brother-in-law, 
husband over dowry in Gr Noida

Noida: A woman was allegedly killed by her 
brother-in-law in Greater Noida's Bisrakh area 
on Wednesday night. Her husband and brother-
in-law had conspired to kill her over dowry and 
make it look like she was attacked, police said.

According to police, the accused were identified as 
Arjun Singh, a resident of Roja Jalalpur in 
Bisrakh, and his younger brother Ajay (30). 
Singh had married Neeraj (32), the victim, five 
years prior and the couple had a three-year-old 
son as well. Both accused were arrested on 
Thursday and cops also recovered the knife used 
i n  t h e  c r i m e  f r o m  t h e  a c c u s e d ' s  
possession.According to police, the couple had 
gone to a market close to their home. Around 
9.30, as they were returning home on foot, Ajay 
approached them at an isolated spot and attacked 
Neeraj with a knife. She suffered two knife 
wounds to the neck and died at the spot.

Ajay also injured Singh with the knife to make it 
look like they had both been attacked. After 
Neeraj died, Ajay left the spot and Singh called 
the emergency helpline number 112 and alerted 
police. He told cops that unidentified attackers 
had approached them and killed his wife, police 
said."To mislead the cops, they concocted the 
story. Singh had been planning to kill his wife for 
the past few days, and as his younger brother's 
relations with her were also not good so he joined 
him," said ACP-2 (Central Noida) Diksha Singh.

When police reached the spot, they noted that 
Singh had also sustained multiple cut marks 
around his body, including hands, back, and 
chest."When we investigated the incident and 
recorded Singh's statement, something 
suspicious was found. Based on suspicion and 
circumstantial evidence, we interrogated Singh 
thoroughly. He confessed that he, along with his 
younger brother, had made a plan to kill her," the 
ACP added.ACP Singh further explained that 
investigation revealed that Singh had been 
demanding dowry for the past few months. The 
couple had also gotten into a fight around four 
months before the incident and Neeraj had gone 
to her parents' home in Aligarh at the time.A 
panchayat reportedly took place and the couple 
eventually came to an understanding. Neeraj had 
returned to their house around a month ago.An 
FIR has been registered under BNS sections 80 
(dowry death) and 85 (Husband or relative of 
husband of a woman subjecting her to cruelty) as 
well as relevant sections of the Dowry Act at the 
Bisrakh police station.

"We have arrested the accused at 12.30pm today 
from near Vaibhav Heritage Society in Bisrakh. 
Further investigation is underway," the ACP 
added.

News box

Gurgaon. RWA president of Enigma condominium in 
Sector 110, who is also a retired major, has alleged that 
two residents assaulted him following an argument 
over a payment to the association. Sharma sustained 
two minor injuries on his face, police said.The 52-year-
old complainant, Vibhas Sharma, said the incident 
occurred around 8.15am on Tuesday while he was 
exercising in the condominium park.Two residents, 
Lakhpat Singh and Ram Krishna Rana, approached 
him and called him to talk."They questioned why the 
RWA was collecting money from residents. I explained 
that before the RWA can take over society maintenance 
from the builder, the funds are needed for due 
diligence," Major Sharma said.

"They said what the RWA was doing wasn't right. I tried 
to clarify and told them they had a misunderstanding," 
he added.Lakhpat then allegedly offered to pay the 
amount in cash, but since it was early morning, Sharma 
suggested they meet at the office on Saturday to 
discuss the matter further. According to him, Ram 
Krishna Rana then held his right hand tightly, while 
Lakhpat punched him in the face with an object, likely 
a ring, causing injuries to his left lip and above his left 
eye.

RWA president alleges assault 
by 2 residents

Gurgaon. With the political temperature reaching a 
crescendo, Union home minister Amit Shah is all set to 
give a push to BJP campaign in south Haryana.

The BJP's star campaigner will hold two rallies this week 
in south Haryana — while the first rally will be held in 
Rewari on Friday, he will address the second rally in 
Badshahpur on Sunday in support of BJP candidate Rao 
Narbir Singh.Narbir faces Independent candidate 
Kumudni Rakesh Daultabad (wife of former MLA 
Rakesh Daultabad) and Congress candidate Vardhan 
Yadav in Badshahpur.In Rewari, the BJP has pitted 
Laxman Singh Yadav against sitting Congress MLA 
Chiranjeev Rao. Both the seats fall under the Gurgaon 
Lok Sabha constituency.part from former chief minister 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, till now no big Congress 
leader has campaigned in south Haryana. South 
Haryana, which overwhelmingly supported the saffron 
party in 2014 and 2019, played a crucial role in the 
formation of the BJP-led govt in the state.

South Haryana is the only region in the state where the 
BJP still holds the ground in this assembly election.

During the parliamentary election, the tally of the BJP 
dropped to five from 10 in 2019.

Out of the five LS seats won by the BJP, three — Gurgaon, 
Mahendragarh-Bhiwani and Faridabad — are in south 
Haryana. BJP candidate from Badshahpur and former 
minister Narbir said Shah's arrival will create a wave for 
the BJP in the region.Shah will hold a rally on Sept 29 in 
Dhorka village, located in Sector 95, which comes 
under Badshahpur assembly constituency. "Southern 
Haryana has always played a crucial role in forming the 
BJP govt. The region will again play an important role 
in the formation of the BJP govt for the third term," 
Narbir said.

Gurgaon. A complaint has been lodged against a food 
safety officer (FSO) from Food and Drugs 
Administration for allegedly demanding a bribe and 
issuing threats to the manager of a restaurant in a city 
mall.While an FIR is yet to be filed, the complaint was 
lodged at CM window and PM window. Abhay Raj, 
an assistant general manager at Barbeque Nation 
restaurant, filed the complaint, asserting that FSO 
Ramesh Chauhan demanded a bribe to avoid 
conducting a raid and collecting samples from the 
restaurant's outlet in Ambience Mall on Aug 24, when 
he purportedly visited for an inspection based on a 
complaint received on the CM window. According to 
the complaint, when Raj refused to pay the bribe, the 
FSO became enraged and resorted to issuing 
"unlawful threats".The situation escalated on Sept 24, 
when Chauhan revisited the restaurant and met with 
outlet manager Neeraj Kumar. During this encounter, 
the FSO allegedly used abusive language towards Raj 
and threatened him with severe consequences "for not 
acquiescing to the bribe demand".TOI has obtained 
access to a recording of the conversation, which was 
captured on Kumar's phone, where the FSO can be 
heard using derogatory terms towards Raj.The audio 
clip also allegedly contains a threat where the FSO 
can be heard saying, "Thok doonga (implying will 
eliminate you)". In addition to requesting the lodging 
of an FIR against Chauhan, Raj has also sought 
necessary measures to ensure the safety of his life and 
the lives of his family members, which he believes are 
imperilled due to the "FSO's threats".However, the 
FSO, while speaking to TOI, said he received phone 
calls to not raid the restaurant, adding that he was also 
threatened and abused at the mall.

FSO demanded bribe & 
threatened to kill’: Resto 
manager goes to cops

Amit Shah to give push to BJP 
campaign in south Hry

All eyes on Jats: What’s 
making them crucial for 
winning Badshapur seat

Gurgaon. In fiercely contested Badshapur, it's the battle 
for Jat votes.The political contest in this key south 
Haryana constituency has turned into a four-pronged 
fight. While Kumudini Daultabad, independent 
candidate and widow of previous MLA Rakesh 
Daultabad, is hoping to repeat her husband's 2019 
victory, BJP has fielded heavyweight Rao Narbir Singh 
from here. Congress has opted for a fresh face — 
Vardhan Yadav — hoping to cash in on the young 
electorate, and AAP has named Bir Singh Rana, a 
prominent leader in the Jat community.All four 
candidates are trying to reach out to the Jat community 
in their own way. While Kumudini has been seeking 
votes based on the community support her husband 
received in 2019, former chief minister Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda and son Deepender Hooda are leaving no 
stone unturned for Congress.The Hoodas have been 
making concerted efforts to win over community 
leaders and reaching out to sarpanches and numberdars 
in a bid to pull the crucial vote bank on its side.With all 
eyes on Jat votes, Kumudini's campaign is faced with a 
tough challenge. Plus, a discontent appears to be 
brewing among the electorate with claims of her 
husband neglecting the constituency after winning the 
2019 polls.

New Delhi, Saturday, 28 September 2024

Chandigarh, September 27:
Punjab's Tourism and Cultural Af fairs
Minister, S. Tarunpreet Singh Sond,
kicked of f the 20th SJOBA TSD Rally
2024 here at St. John's High School,
on Friday evening. A total of 46 teams
from various parts of India, such as
Kolkata, Mumbai, Shillong and
Uttarakhand, are participating in this
thrilling three-day motorsport extrav-
aganza. S. Sond and Secretar y
Tourism and Cultural Af fairs Mr.
Malwinder Singh Jaggi lauded the St.
John's Old Boys Association (SJOBA)
for orchestrating the premier motor-
spor t event. They also joyfully
announced the par ticipation of the
Punjab Tourism and Cultural Af fairs
Department as a co-sponsor for the
20th SJOBA TSD Rally 2024, will
cover about 250 kilometres daily on
September 28 and 29, returning to the
flag-in point -St. John's High School
by 6 PM. The Tourism and Cultural
Af fairs Minister shared that the pre-
mier motorsport event will traverse
the scenic landscapes of Punjab,
showcasing the region as a hotspot
for adventure tourism. The Rally

route will encompass Hoshiarpur, SBS
Nagar, Ropar, and SAS Nagar

(Mohali). He said that the SJOBA
TSD Rally has a rich history and is
recognised as North India's longest-
running motorsport event. This year
marks a significant milestone, being

the first stand-alone rally, which fur-
ther enhances its status within the

motorspor t community. With 46
teams joining in, including specially-
abled, all-women, and senior citizen
teams. Notably, Three teams of spe-
cially-abled drivers, 12 all-women

teams, 22 professional teams, and 12
novice teams. S. Sond mentioned that

the rally will be a great opportunity
to display Punjab's stunning beauty
and lively culture, drawing partici-
pants and onlookers from all cor-
ners of the nation. The picturesque
rally paths selected emphasise the
state's allure as a top spot for
adventure tourism, captivating both
motorsport fans and nature enthusi-
asts. Mr. Malwinder Singh Jaggi
highlighted that the Punjab
Tourism department is dedicated to
suppor ting initiatives that boost
tourism and economic development
in the region. By co-sponsoring the
SJOBA TSD Rally, the department
aims to draw more visitors to
Punjab, not only showcasing our
rich heritage but also our dedica-
tion to adventure sports. He warmly
invited all adventure enthusiasts
and motorsport fans to experience

the excitement of the SJOBA TSD
Rally 2024. Harpal Singh Malvai,
President of SJOBA and other promi-
nent personalities were also present
on the occasion.

Tourism Minister Tarunpreet Sond flags off
North India's longest-running motorsport

YEIDA master plan for aerotropolis,
biz district gets town planner’s nod

Noida: Nearly two months after it sought a report on
zone regulations for data centres and green spaces, the
UP Town and Country Planning Department approved
on Tuesday the Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority's (YEIDA) draft master plan
2041. A blueprint for the next 18 years for developing
over 3,000 sq km in six districts under its jurisdiction, the
draft plan focuses on boosting industrial development
along the Noida International Airport, Heritage City in
Mathura and other urban
areas in GB Nagar and
Bulandshahr.The draft,
cleared by the Authority's
board in Jan.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT GARISH KUMAR S/O
RAM SAWROOP R/O P- 5/115, MAN-
GOL PURI, N-BLOCK, NORTH WEST,
DELHI-110083 SEVERE ALL RELA-
TIONS, DEBARRED AND DISOWNED
HIS SON SAURAV FROM ALL MOVE-
ABLE-IMMOVEABLE PROPERTIES
DUE TO THEIR MISCONDUCT AND
ILL-BEHAVIOUR TOWARDS MY
CLIENT. NOW MY CLIENT SHALL
NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR
ACTS & DEEDS DONE ON BEHALF
OF MY CLIENT IN FUTURE.

RAJEEV KOKCHA ADVOCATE
CH. NO. 627, LAWYER CHAMBER,

ROHINI COURTS, DELHI-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
All concerned are hereby inform
through this public notice that my client
Rambhagat Kaushik and Smt. Beena
Kaushik W/o Rambhagat Kaushik, both
R/o WZ-171, Gali No.1. Sadh Nagar,
Palam Colony, Ram Chowk, Palam
Village, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110045 have dishonored and debarred
and seized all relation with their son
Udit Kaushik S/o Sh. Rambhagat
Kaushik and his wife Rucchi W/o Udit
Kaushik from their movable and
immovable properties, as the above
said son had demolish the reputation of
my clients in the society and they are
not treating my client as their lawful
mother and father, my client shall not
be held responsible for any of their acts,
deed and things in whatsoever in any
manner and if anyone deal with them,
shall be deal as per his/her own risk,
cost and consequences.

PRATAP SINGH Advocate
Ch. No.728, Dwarka Court Complex,

Dwarka, New Delhi-110075 
Mob: 9205424829

PUBLIC NOTICE
Known to all through this public notice
that my clients Sh. ANIL KUMAR S/o
Bhag Mal R/o D-31, Near Happy
Cambriz School, Hastsal, Nawada
Road, Uttam Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi-
110059, have disowned and debarred
his Son namely AKSHAY KUMAR from
his all movable and immovable proper-
ties and have severed all relations from
them, due to his irresponsible, hostile
behaviour & other unethical activities,
as he is not under control of my client.
If anybody deals with him in any man-
ner, in that circumstances my client
shall not be responsible for the same in
any manner.

GURDIP SINGH DUA (Advocate) 
Enrolment No. D/235/1977

NAME CHANGE
I, KUMARI KARUNA SAH daughter of
JC-671853Y Rank-SUB Name-
SHANKAR SAH R/o VPO-JOGIARA,
TEH-KARNTAUL, DIST-DARBHANGA,
BIHAR-847303 have changed my name
from KUMARI KARUNA SAH to
KARUNA KUMARI SAH for all future
purposes vide affidavit dated 27/09/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I Naveen Bhatt S/o Tara Dutt Bhatt R/o
Kapil Vihar Lane Near Pan Chakki
Damuadhunga, Kathgodam, Nainital,
Uttrakhand - 263126 have changed my
name to Naveen Chandra Bhatt for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Disha Arora W/o Sitanshu Tiwari R/o C-
2/99 A Sector - H, LDA Colony, Kanpur
Road, LDAColony, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
- 2262012 have changed my name to
Disha Tiwari for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I Varshika D/O Mithilesh Kumar Mishra R/O
House No-266 P, Khasra No-2724/1668,
Ward No-2, Mehrauli Delhi 110030 Have
changed my name to Varshika Jha for All
future Purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Nancy D/o Neeraj Kumar R/o 3784,
Gali Ram Nath Patwa, Pahar Ganj,
Delhi-110055 have changed my name to
Nancy Pradhan.

NAME CHANGE
I, Poonam W/o Neeraj Kumar R/o 3784,
Gali Ram Nath Patwa, Pahar Ganj,
Delhi-110055 have changed my name to
Poonam Pradhan

NAME CHANGE
I, MANISH KUMAR MASOOQ son of
JC-671853Y Rank-SUB Name-
SHANKAR SAH R/o VPO-JOGIARA,
TEH-KARNTAUL, DIST-DARBHANGA,
BIHAR-847303 have changed my name
from MANISH KUMAR MASOOQ to
MANISH KUMAR SAH for all future pur-
poses vide affidavit dated 27/09/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, NORMAYA RAI Mother of IC-83905Y
Rank-MAJ Name-BISHNU RAI
Presently residing at VILL-MAD-
HAVPUR, PO-PURANI PUKHRI, PS-
BORDUMSA, TEH-MARGHETIA, DIST-
TINSUKIA, ASSAM-786174 have
changed my name from NORMAYA RAI
to PARASHUMAYA RAI for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 27/09/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-14683169Y Rank-NK, Name-
SHYAM LAL PRASAD S/o DASHRATH
SAW Residing at VILL-TUSARA, PS-
PATAN, PO-DULHI, DIST-PALAMU,
JHARKHAND-822123 have changed
my mother’s name from PARWATI DEVI
to PARWATI KUNWAR for all future pur-
poses and in my service records my
mother’s date of birth wrongly mentioned
as 20/09/1956 instead of her correct date
of birth as 01/01/1947 vide Affidavit dated
27/09/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, SREEKANTAN NAIR  Father of No.
15320380W Rank-RHM Name-REEJU
KUMAR S Residing at  REENABHAVAN,
MARANADU, BHARATHAN NOOR-PO,
PANGODE, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
KERALA-695609 have changed my
name from SREEKANTAN NAIR   to
SREEKANTAN NAIR C for all future pur-
poses and in my son’s service records my
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/08/1952 instead of my correct date of
birth as 01/08/1953 vide Affidavit dated
27/09/2024 before Notary Public Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I, SUSHAMMA DEVI Mother of No.
15320380W Rank-RHM Name-REEJU
KUMAR S Residing at  REENA BHA-
VAN, MARANADU, BHARATHAN
NOOR-PO, PANGODE, THIRUVANAN-
THAPURAM, KERALA-695609 have
changed my name from SUSHAMMA
DEVI to SUSHAMA DEVI J for all future
purposes and in my son’s service records
my date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/08/1958 instead of my correct date of
birth as 01/01/1957 vide Affidavit dated
27/09/2024 before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, No-14676782H Rank-HAV DVR(MT)
Name-BHEEM KUMAR SINGH Father
of SRUTY KUMARI R/o VILL-
KESHRARHI, PO-KHAIRADIP, TEHSIL-
DAUDNAGAR, DISTT-AURANGABAD,
BIHAR-824113 have changed my daugh-
ter’s name from SRUTY KUMARI to
SHRUTI KUMARI for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 27/09/2024.

NAME CHANGE
I, CHANDA BAI Mother of No.4582091A,
Rank-HAV, Name- Sardar Sachin Kailas
residing at VPO-KARANJA (LAD),
TEHSIL-KARANJA (LAD), DISTRICT-
WASHIM, MAHARASHTRA-444105
have changed my name from CHANDA
BAI to CHANDAKAILAS SARDAR for all
future purposes vide Afffidavit dated
02.9.2024 before Notary Public, Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I, hitherto known as AJAY alias JAYLAL
S/O JAGDEESH R/O H NO-87,
BAGICHI MADHODAS, DELHI G. P. O.,
NORTH DELHI, DELHI-110006 have
changed my name and shall hereafter be
known as JAYLAL.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I, ASS
MOHAMMAD S/o DIN MOHAMMAD R/o
25 KUMHAR BASTI, GHAROLI VIL-
LAGE, GHAROLI, VASUNDHRA
ENCLAVE, EAST DELHI, DELHI-110096
declare that name of my wife and my
minor daughter has been wrongly written
as PHOOL MIZRA and ARSHIDA in my
minor daughter ARSHIDA SAIFI aged 17
years in her 10th class education docu-
ments . The actual name of my wife and
my minor daughter are PHOOLMIZRA
SAIFI and ARSHIDA SAIF, which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, KAILAS Father of No.4582091A, Rank-
HAV, Name- Sardar Sachin Kailas resid-
ing at VPO-KARANJA (LAD), TEHSIL-
KARANJA (LAD), DISTRICT-WASHIM,
MAHARASHTRA-444105 have changed
my name from KAILAS to KAILAS VISH-
WANATH SARDAR for all future purpos-
es vide Afffidavit dated 02.9.2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
SNEHLATA D/O OM PRAKASH, Ex
wife of Manoj Kumar Kaushik R/O
H.No. 53, C- BLOCK, NEAR SAN-
TOSHI MATA MANDIR, BHARAT
VIHAR, KAKROLA, P.O- N.S.I.T,
SOUTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-110078,
declare that I got divorce from my ex
husband vide court decree/ HMA NO.
2348/19 dated 04/09/2019. I, further
declare that I have changed the name
of my minor son Jatin aged 14 years.
Hereafter he shall be known as ARNAV
S/O MANOJ KUMAR KAUSHIK.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
SNEHLATA D/O OM PRAKASH, Ex
wife of Manoj Kumar Kaushik R/O H.No.
53, C- BLOCK, NEAR SANTOSHI
MATA MANDIR, BHARAT VIHAR,
KAKROLA, P.O- N.S.I.T, SOUTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110078, declare that I
got divorce from my exhusband vide
court decree/ HMA NO. 2348/19 dated
04/09/2019. I, further declare that I have
changed the name of my minor daugh-
ter Yogita aged 17 years. Hereafter she
shall be known as SAUMYA D/O
MANOJ KUMAR KAUSHIK.

NAME CHANGE
I, KM REFAT FATIMA ,W/o Abdul
Quadir,R/o Flat No - E10-73 E Block
Cluster=2, E1 Vasant Kunj New Delhi,
Delhi 110070, Have Changed my name
to RIFAT FATMA for all future purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, Parveen Kumar Gulia S/o Deep Chand
Gulia R/o L-007, Andour Heights Sector-
71 Badshahpur Gurgaon Haryana-
122002, have changed my name to
Parveen Kumar For All Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, ADLAKHA HEMANTKUMAR BHIMSEN
S/o BHIMSEN ADLAKHAR/o 806 STREET
No.4 BHAWANI ENCLAVE, BASAI
CHOWK, GURGAON, HARYANA-122001
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME To HEMANT
ADLAKHAFOR ALLPURPOSES

NAME CHANGE
I, Isha Kakar  W/o Rohit Sachdeva R/o  C-
602, Sector-26, Manchanda Society, Eden
Garden, Garhi Bolni Road, Rewari,
Haryana-123401 Have Changed My Name
To Isha Sachdeva For All Future Purposes

NAME CHANGE
I, SUMAN KUMARI, W/o. GURUDEV,
R/o. WARD NO-2, ELAKHAR, KISHAN-
PURA, JHUNJHUNUN, RAJASTHAN-
333036, have changed my name from
SUMAN KUMARI to SUMAN MAAN for
all future purpose



WORLD 4

Kamala Harris leads Donald Trump in several key battleground states, polls say

Florida braces for 'unsurvivable' storm 
surge as Hurricane Helene intensifies

Peshawar A powerful blast ripped through a police 
station in northwest Pakistan's Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province on Thursday, killing a 
child and injuring 25 mostly policemen.The 
incident occurred at Swabi police station, some 70 
km off Peshawar.

As per an initial report received by the Central 
Police Office, the explosion apparently occurred 
"due to a short circuit" inside a depot on the first 
floor of the police station.Rescue and firefighting 
teams rushed to the scene immediately and started 
shifting the wounded policemen to the Bacha 
Khan Medical where emergency has been 
imposed.There are multiple injuries, and “the top 
portion of the building has caved in...”, police 
officials said.A child has been killed and 25 others 

mostly policemen have been injured in the blast, 
officials said.The power blast affected the 
building which caught fire, however, it was 
doused following an immediate response from 
firefighting teams.A senior Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
provincial government official clarified that the 
explosion at the police station was not a terrorist 
act.According to the official, who wished to 
remain anonymous, "explosives confiscated 
during multiple operations accidentally detonated 
due to malfunction, despite plans for controlled 
disposal at some safe location outside."Rescue 
officials say they have pulled out 12 injured from 
the rubble so far and expect more.Chief Minister 
KPK Ali Amin Gandapur has expressed 
condolence over the death of a child in the 
explosion. 

Iran never forgets those who...: Vice 
President on arming Russia in Ukraine war

UPDATED. Alabama executed convicted Kenneth Smith, also convicted of murder, by new method. It has been condemned by offered to help others adopt nitrogen-
murderer Alan Miller on Thursday in the nitrogen asphyxiation, the first use of a new senior UN human rights officials, who say it asphyxiation executions, saying they are a 
second-ever  ni t rogen-asphyxiat ion execution method since lethal injections may amount to torture or cruel and inhuman simpler alternative for states struggling to 
execution since the state pioneered the began in the US four decades ago.The state treatment.Alabama has defended the method, find lethal-injection drugs.Advocacy groups 
method in January. called its new protocol "the most painless" with Attorney General Steve Marshall against capital punishment have long 

execution method yet, and predicted that calling Smith's death a "textbook" pressured pharmaceutical companies to Miller, 65, was convicted for the 1999 murders 
Smith would lose consciousness and execution.After Smith's execution, Miller forbid their drugs be used in executions, and of three men, including two co-workers, in a 
suffocate within a few seconds of pure sued Alabama over fears that i ts have turned their attention to nitrogen shooting spree at two offices in Pelham, 
nitrogen flowing through an industrial- asphyxiation method could violate a suppliers and mask makers, including the Alabama. His victims were Lee Michael 
safety respirator mask strapped to his constitutional ban on cruel and unusual maker of the Allegro Safety mask Alabama Holdbrooks, Terry Lee Jarvis and 
face.That did not happen. Multiple witnesses, punishments. He sought assurances that the acquired for its executions.Stephanie Christopher Scott Yancy.Miller was taken 
including five journalists and members of mask would be properly fitted and that its Boucher, a spokesperson for Allegro parent into the execution chamber on Thursday 
Smith's family, saw Smith heaving against seal be tested to ensure no oxygen seeps in, company Walter Surface Technologies in evening at the Holman Correctional Facility 
his restraints and convulsing as the nitrogen prolonging his death or even averting it Connecticut, said the company will not in Atmore, and was pronounced dead at 6:38 
flowed, and it appeared to take him several entirely and leaving him alive with brain comment on the use of its masks in pm, Alabama Governor Kay Ivey said in a 
minutes to lose consciousness.The damage.His litigation ended in a confidential executions.A spokesperson for Canadian statement.Alabama officials and journalists 
administration of US President Joe Biden, a settlement. The Alabama Department of private equity firm Onex Corp ONEX.TO, who witnessed the execution were due to 
Democrat who promised to abolish the death Corrections declined to say if it made any which has a majority stake in Walter Surface, speak at a press conference later in the 
penalty, said it was "deeply troubled" by the changes to its gassing protocol.Alabama has did not respond to requests for comment.evening.In January, Alabama executed 

Alabama carries out second-ever nitrogen 
gas execution of convicted murderer

Several killed as Israel rejects US-supported ceasefire plan, hits Lebanon again

News box

Washington. President Joe Biden on 
Thursday signed a temporary government 
spending bill that keeps agencies operating 
into December, after Congress punted key 
spending decisions until after the 
November election.

The bill generally funds agencies at current 
levels through December 20, setting up the 
prospect of a government shutdown fight 
just before the holiday season. Lawmakers 
did agree to add $231 million to bolster the 
Secret Service after the two assassination 
attempts against Republican presidential 
nominee Donald Trump. Money was also 
added to aid with the presidential 
transition.The measure easily passed 
Congress on Wednesday on a bipartisan 
basis, 341-82 in the House and 78-18 in the 
Senate, with Republicans supplying all the 
no votes in both chambers.House Speaker 
Mike Johnson, R-La., billed the measure as 
doing “only what’s absolutely necessary,” 
a statement directed at members of his own 
conference concerned about spending 
levels. Johnson said the only alternative to 
the continuing resolution at this stage 
would have been a government shutdown.

The temporary measure was needed because 
Congress is nowhere close to completing 
work on the dozen annual appropriations 
bills that fund much of the federal 
government. The House has passed five of 
the 12 bills, mostly along party lines. The 
Senate has passed zero. 

Biden signs stopgap 
spending bill to avoid 
government shutdown 
before polls

World Sanae Takaichi, a conservative leader 
and protégé of former Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, is aiming to become Japan's first-ever 
female prime minister.Japan’s ruling party is 
set to elect its new leader on Friday, with the 
victor poised to become the country’s next 
prime minister. Among a record nine 
candidates, three frontrunners are locked in a 
tight race, which is likely to result in a runoff 
vote.The winner will inherit leadership of the 
world’s fourth-largest economy amid surging 
living costs, driven by a weak yen and high 
inflation. Japan is also grappling with 
increasing regional security challenges and 
heightened tensions with neighbors, 
particularly China.Here's all you need to 
know about Sanae Takaichi: Japan's potential 
first woman prime minister —A political 
veteran from the right wing of the Liberal 
Democratic Party, she has pledged to focus 
on economic growth while maintaining a 
hardline stance on national security, with an 
emphasis on strengthening cyber and space 
defence.Despite her economic agenda, 
Takaichi has faced criticism for her 
conservative views on social issues, 
including her opposition to same-sex 
marriage and gender reforms.

She has also resisted legislation allowing 
married women to retain their maiden names. 
Her ties to controversial members of the Abe 
faction and admiration for Margaret Thatcher, 
the former British prime minister, further 
highlights her traditionalist stance.If 
successful, the 63-year-old would break 
significant barriers in Japan, where men 
continue to dominate politics and business 
leadership.

Who is Sanae Takaichi 
Japan's potential first 
female prime minister

HOUSTON. Fort Bend County Judge KP 
George was on Thursday evening booked 
into jail following his indictment by a grand 
jury for misrepresenting himself online to 
influence the outcome of his election.

According to Fort Bend County judicial 
records, George was booked at 7.17 pm on a 
misdemeanour charge connected to a social 
media scheme aimed at swaying voters. His 
bond was set at USD 1,000.

A statement from his office said George was 
released from jail on a personal recognizance 
(PR) bond, meaning he was released without 
paying bail by signing a written agreement to 
appear in court as scheduled and comply with 
any conditions of his release.The allegations 
have sparked increased calls for George's 
resignation, he has however made it clear that 
he does not intend to step down. Earlier on 
Thursday, the grand jury indicted George on a 
Class A misdemeanour after he was alleged to 
have coordinated online imposture with his 
former chief of staff, Taral Patel.Patel was 
arrested in June on felony charges of online 
misrepresentation for his involvement in the 
scheme. During his successful re-election 
campaign in 2022, George claimed he was a 
victim of racist and xenophobic attacks. 
However, accusations have surfaced alleging 
that he collaborated with Patel to create 
targeted posts to generate sympathy and 
support.Sources said one of the accounts used 
for these posts operated under the screen 
name Antonio Scalywag. The indictment 
alleges that George utilised a fake Facebook 
account to post racist comments aimed at 
damaging his opponent Trever Nehls during 
the November 2022 election.

Indian-American Judge 
indicted for 
misrepresenting 
himself  to influence 
election outcome

One dead, 25 injured in blast 
inside police station in Pakistan

they closed all businesses in Iran. Had World Iran's Vice President Mohammad 
Iran violated deals? Why should we be Javad Zarif said Tehran "never forgets" 
concerned about the concerns of Europe those who help it in difficult times while 
when they are not concerned about their stressing that its supply of weapons to 
own obligations under international Russia in the Ukraine war was more of a 
law," he said.Under the nuclear deal, Iran business to "earn currency". In an 
had agreed to dismantle much of its interview with CNN, the fiery former 
nuclear program and open its facilities to Iranian Foreign Minister, however, 
more extensive inspections in exchange asserted that "war was not an answer" to 
for billions of dollars' worth of sanctions any crisis."We do not believe that war is 
relief. However, the deal has been in an answer to anything. In any war, 
jeopardy since former President Donald that have been created due to the United everybody will lose. All roads have been 

Trump withdrew the United States from it States's withdrawal from the Iran nuclear closed for Iran in violation of international 
in 2018."Everyone has to come down agreement, formerly known as the Joint law, and we need to engage in business 
from their high heels and walk with us. We Comprehens ive  P lan  of  Act ion  and earn currency. The Russians engage 
are willing to negotiate and willing to talk (JCPOA)."The US has closed all with Iran in trade," Zarif said.Lambasting 
about how to end the various crises that possibilities of trade with Iran. We never the West for ceasing all business ties with 
have been created because of the US's forget those who help us in times of Iran, the Vice President said it was willing 
withdrawal from the JCPOA," he said.difficulty. Europeans have to answer why to discuss ways to end the various crises 

miles (209 km) west of Tampa, Florida, Helene is expected move more UPDATED. Driving rain flooded roadways 
as of 5 pm EDT (2100 GMT), the center slowly over the Tennessee and closed airports in Florida as an 
said.Strong rain bands were whipping Valley on Friday and Saturday, intensifying Hurricane Helene marched 
parts of coastal Florida, and rainfall had the NHC said.Storm surge was toward the state's panhandle region, 
already lashed Georgia, South Carolina, forcast to reach 15 to 20 feet (4.6 bringing the threat of a potentially deadly 
central and western North Carolina and to 6.1 meters) in the Big Bend storm surge to much of the coastline.The 
portions of Tennessee. Atlanta, hundreds area of Florida's Panhandle storm became a major Category 4 hurricane 
of miles north of Florida's Big Bend, was region where the storm is on Thursday with sustained winds near 130 
under a tropical storm warning.In expected to come ashore.mph (209 kph), the National Hurricane 
Pinellas County, which sits on a Center said, and was expected to continue Numerous evacuations were 
peninsula surrounded by Tampa Bay and gaining power. Helene was forecast to make ordered along Florida's Gulf 
the Gulf of Mexico, roads were already landfall around 11 pm EDT (0300 GMT Coast, including Sarasota and 
filling with water before noon. Officials Friday) in Florida's Big Bend region, Florida Charlotte counties.Pinellas 
warned the storm's impact could be as officials said. County off ic ia ls  ordered 
severe as last year's Hurricane Idalia, to having conditions that are going to be evacuations of long-term Officials pleaded with residents in the path of 
which flooded 1,500 homes in the low-lying simply too dangerous to navigate." healthcare facilities near the coast, including the storm to heed mandatory evacuation 
coastal county. nursing homes, assisted living centers and orders or face life-threatening conditions. Helene is expected to remain a full-fledged 

Videos posted on the county's social media site hospitals.Not everyone heeded the Helene's surge - the wall of seawater pushed hurricane as it rolls through the Macon, 
showed some swamped beachside roads and evacuation orders. In coastal Dunedin, on land by hurricane-force winds - could rise Georgia, area on Friday, forecasters said. It 
water rising over boat docks.Airports in Florida, about 25 miles west of Tampa, state to as much as 20 feet (6.1 meters) in some could bring 12 inches (30.5 cm) of rain or 
Tampa, Tallahassee and St. Petersburg all ferry boat operator Ken Wood, 58, planned spots, as tall as a two-story house, the more, potentially devastating the state's 
suspended operations on Thursday. to ride out the storm with his 16-year-old cat, center's director, Michael Brennan, said in a cotton and pecan crops, which are in the 

Andy."We're under orders, but I'm going to video briefing.A really unsurvivable middle of harvesting season."The current Governor Ron DeSantis warned North Florida 
stay right here at the house," Wood told scenario is going to play out" in the coastal forecast for Hurricane Helene suggests this residents to flee before time ran out.
Reuters by telephone. "The storm looks like area, Brennan said, with water capable of storm will impact every part of our state," "You have time to get to a shelter, but you've 
it'll be a bit west of us, but who knows? I'm destroying buildings and carrying cars Georgia Governor Brian Kemp said.got to do it now," he said at a news briefing. 
sure it'll be interesting, to say the least."pushing inland.The hurricane was about 130 After making landfall across the Florida coast, "Every minute that goes by brings us closer 

expected in a highly competitive race Washington. US Vice President Kamala 
with few undecided voters, get-out-the-Harris has taken the lead over her 
vote strategies will become increasingly Republican presidential rival Donald Trump 
important to mobilise supporters and in several key battleground states like 
ensure they go to the polls on Election Arizona, Michigan and Pennsylvania, 
Day," he said.According to a new poll according to various polls released 
from Fox News, Harris has a slight lead here.Harris, the Democratic presidential 
over Trump in Georgia but trails behind candidate, enjoys a slight lead over former 
in Arizona.In Georgia, Harris has 51 per president Trump in Michigan, as per the 
cent of votes against Trump's 48 per cent, latest poll released by UMass Lowell's 
the poll said. However, in Arizona, as Center for Public Opinion and YouGov. 
per the Fox News poll, Trump leads Harris is slightly leading 48 per cent to 43 
Harris by a similar margin. He has the per cent in the Great Lakes State against 
support of 51 per cent against Harris' 48 Trump, it said."For a swing state, this margin 
per cent.According to Real Clear is good news for the vice president's 
Politics, which tracks all major polls, campaign," Rodrigo Castro Cornejo, UMass 
Trump trails Harris by two percentage Lowell political science assistant professor Castro Cornejo said, "has a negative Pennsylvania, the UMass Lowell's Center 

points nationally, while in the battleground and Center for Public Opinion associate favorability in Michigan that needs to be for Public Opinion said."The presidential 
states, it is a statistical tie. Harris leads director, said.If Trump wants to beat this overcome if they want to remain race remains very close in Pennsylvania 
Trump by 0.3 percentage points in margin, he has an uphill battle to fight in the competitive in the state."Harris stands at 48 with the coming weeks a crucial time for 
battleground states, it said.Great Lakes State. "The Trump campaign," 

per cent against Trump's 46 per cent in both campaigns," Cornejo said."As can be 

Hezbollah said, the latest senior its north and return thousands of citizens Beirut. Israel rejected global calls on 
Hezbollah commander to be targeted in who have evacuated since Hezbollah Thursday for a ceasefire with the 
days of assassinations among the group's launched a campaign of cross-border Hezbollah movement, defying its biggest 
top ranks.Israel said it has struck about strikes last year in solidarity with ally in Washington and pressing ahead 
220 Hezbollah targets over the past day. Palestinian militants fighting in Gaza.with strikes that have killed hundreds in 

Lebanon and heightened fears of an all- On the Israeli side of the border with Landing in the US to address the UN 
out regional war.Despite Israel's stance, Lebanon, the army staged an exercise General Assembly, Israeli Prime 
the US and France sought to keep simulating a ground invasion - a potential Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told 
prospects alive for an immediate 21-day next stage after relentless airstrikes and reporters the military will keep hitting 
truce they proposed on Wednesday, and explosions of communications devices. Hezbollah with "full force and we will 
said negotiations continued, including on not stop until we achieve all our goals, Israel's air force is planning to assist troops 
the sidelines of a United Nations meeting first and foremost returning the residents in the event of a ground operation and 
in New York.An Israeli warplane struck of the north safely to their homes."Israeli will stop any arms transfers from Iran, 
the edges of the capital Beirut, killing two Foreign Minister Israel Katz said on X, Air Force Commander Major General 
people and wounding 15, including a "There will be no ceasefire in the Tomer Bar said late on Thursday.We are 
woman in critical condition, Lebanon's north."Israel's stance dashed hopes for a preparing shoulder to shoulder with 
health ministry said. That took deaths swift settlement after Lebanese Prime Northern Command for a ground 
from hits overnight and on Thursday to Min i s t e r  Na j ib  Mika t i ,  whose  maneuver. Prepared, if activated. This is 
28 and over 600 since Monday.The strike government includes Hezbollah a decision to be made above us," he told 
killed the head of one of Hezbollah's air elements, had expressed hope for a soldiers, in a video distributed by the 
force uni ts ,  Mohammad Surur,  ceasefire.Israeli military.Israel has vowed to secure 
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Once a symbol of  freedom, 
credit cards now trap 
young Indians in growing 
debt. Could defaults be the 
new norm?

last year’s gross borrowing estimate NEW DELH. The Centre has 
of Rs 15.43 lakh crore, which was the retained its borrowing target 
highest ever.According to Aditi for the current financial year as 
Nayar, chief economist & head - it announced its Rs 6.61 lakh 
Research and Outreach at ICRA Ltd, crore borrowing plan for the 
while the Rs 6.61 lakh crore second half of the financial 
borrowing in second half of the year y e a r.  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
is only marginally higher than year-borrowed Rs 7.4 lakh crore in 
ago levels, a sharp decline in the first half out of the gross 
redemptions would entail a sharp market borrowing of Rs 14.01 
32% YoY expansion in the net lakh crore estimated for 2024-
borrowings to ` 6.0 trillion in the 25.As per the Centre, out of 
second half of the fiscal.India set to Gross Market borrowing of Rs 13 weeks. This will include Rs 7,000 

achieve 6.5-7% growth in FY25NEW 14.01 lakh crore budgeted for 2024-25, crore from 91-day dated Treasury Bills 
DELHI: India is set to achieve 6.5-7% Rs 6.61 lakh crore (47.2%) is planned (DTBs), Rs 6,000 crore from 182-day 
GDP growth in the current financial to be borrowed in second half of the DTBs, and Rs 6,000 crore from 364-
year as indicated by the movements in year through issuance of dated day DTBs.To manage temporary 
high-frequency indicators till August, a securities, including Rs 20,000 crore of discrepancies in government accounts, 
finance ministry report said on S o v e r e i g n  G r e e n  B o n d s . T h e  the Reserve Bank of India has set the 
Thursday. The recent developments government said it will continue to Ways and Means Advances (WMA) 
analysed indicate strong foundations of reserve the right to exercise greenshoe limit for the second half of FY 2024-25 
macroeconomic stability in India with option to retain an additional at Rs 50,000 crore. Of the total 
s t e a d y  g r o w t h ,  i n v e s t m e n t ,  subscription of up to Rs 2,000 crore estimated gross market borrowing of 
employment and inflation trends, a against each of the securities indicated Rs 14.01 lakh crore for 2024-25, Rs 7.4 
strong and stable financial sector and a in the auction notifications.In the third lakh crore, accounting for 52.8%, has 
resilient external account, including a quarter of FY25, weekly borrowing via already been raised in the first half of 
comfortable foreign exchange reserve issuance of Treasury Bills is projected the fiscal year. It is to be noted that the 
position.to reach Rs 19,000 crore over a span of gross borrowing for FY25 is lower than 

Accenture guidance boost lifts Infosys, 
Wipro; IT stocks rally up to 4%

Government to borrow Rs 6.61L cr in H2, maintains target

New Delhi  India’s central bank watchers Mumbai. “This becomes relevant candidates. At the Bank of England, for decision making,” said Rahul Bajoria, an 
are getting anxious about who will decide especially for the financial markets that example, four external MPC members are economist at Bank of America Corp.
interest rates in two week’s time, a crucial seek signals around policy continuity,” appointed through an open and public Before the MPC was appointed in 2016, 
meeting as a wave of global easing kicks she said.The RBI’s policy committee is process where the applicants are known interest rates were decided by the 
off.The contracts of three external made up of three external members — before the selection is made.“Why would governor alone. While policymaking is 
members of the Reserve Bank of India’s usually well-known economists from the there be so much of secrecy” about the more consensus-based now, the governor 
monetary policy committee will expire on academic or finance worlds — and three appointments at the RBI, asked Amol still has veto power to break a deadlock in 
October 4, just days before the MPC is RBI officials, comprising the governor, Agrawal, who teaches economics at the six-member MPC.Change in the 
expected to meet and make its rate the deputy governor in charge of the Ahmedabad University. “They are leadership of the RBI can bring sweeping 
decision on October 9. A government- monetary policy, and another official, external members, they cannot be monetary policy shifts. Urjit Patel, who 
appointed selection panel hasn’t typically the executive director of the appointed like insiders. What is the big was RBI governor before Das took over in 
disclosed who the likely candidates are or monetary policy department.Das’s deal in not naming the members, and not December 2018, was a policy hawk, 
when they will release the names of the contract — already extended once by following an open, transparent process?” rejecting calls to cut interest rates even 
new MPC members.A delay in the three years — comes to an end on A selection panel — led by Das, Cabinet when inflation tumbled to a record low of 
appointments risks a repeat of 2020, when December 9 and Patra finishes his term on secretary TV Somanathan and economic 1.46% in June 2017. In Das’s first MPC 
the RBI had to postpone its rate decision January 14. Neither the government nor affairs secretary Ajay Seth — chooses the meeting in February 2019, he promptly 
because the new committee members the RBI have signaled if they will remain external MPC members. Prime Minister cut rates in a surprise move.Das is now 
hadn’t been appointed in time. Looming in their posts. Narendra Modi’s office has final sign-off facing calls to cut interest rates as global 
in the background is also uncertainty over MPC doves on the positions.The RBI and prime central banks pivot and the economy 
who will lead the RBI from next year, minister’s office didn’t immediately shows signs of moderating. The governor The external MPC members who end their 
with the contracts of both Governor respond to emails seeking further has repeatedly said he’s not considering a terms next month have been more dovish 
Shaktikanta Das and his deputy in charge information.Appointments of key RBI cut yet and wants to see inflation easing to than their RBI counterparts in recent rate 
of monetary policy, Michael Patra, officials are typically made ahead of time, the 4% target and staying there.If the new meetings. Both Goyal and Varma voted 
c o m i n g  t o  a n  e n d  i n  c o m i n g  aside from the 2020 debacle, which was MPC members are appointed before the for rate cuts in the past two meetings. 
months.“Extensions and reappointments partly due to disruptions over the October MPC meeting, analysts don’t Bhide raised concerns about the impact of 
should be concluded and announced well pandemic period.“While clarity is always expect they will have enough time to high rates on economic growth, even 
ahead avoiding last minute delays. welcome, I think as long as candidates are acquaint themselves with the issues to though he voted in line with RBI officials.
Unwarranted suspense in critical being vetted properly and being call for a rate cut. Economists surveyed Analysts say India should follow other 
appointments  is  unset t l ing and announced with a reasonable window, we by Bloomberg predict the RBI will likely central banks in having a more 
distracting,” said Shubhada M Rao, do not feel there is any material impact on ease in December.transparent process in selecting key 
founder of QuantEco Research, based in 

India keeps markets guessing over MPC members

Swipe, spend, struggle: How credit card 
defaults are spiking in India

NEW DELHI.  

from TransUnion CIBIL. While a 0.1% trapping them in a cycle of accumulating 
rise might seem negligible, the real interest and worsening debt.
concern l ies  in the mounting A common misconception about credit 
o u t s t a n d i n g  d u e s . C r e d i t  c a r d  scores adds fuel to the fire. Many 
outstanding amounts hit an alarming Rs borrowers believe they’re financially 
2.7 lakh crore by June 2024, compared stable as long as they continue making 
to Rs 2.6 lakh crore in March. This minimum payments, which temporarily 
marks a massive jump from Rs 87,686 prevents them from being marked as 
crore in March 2019, representing a defaul ters .However,  as  interest  
compound annual growth rate (CAGR) continues to compound, the financial 
of 24% over five years. strain intensifies, turning the situation 

Youth at greater risk of default into a downward spiral.RBI's wake-up frenzy, with the majority of transactions India's credit card boom 
call goes ignoredIn response to the rapid The most concerning aspect is the made through credit cards. Experts has reached a tipping point. While credit 
surge in credit card defaults, the Reserve behaviour of young millennials and Gen suggested that the rise of BNPL and cards were once seen as a symbol of 
Bank of India (RBI) has flagged concerns Z, who are driving this surge in credit attractive EMI schemes on e-commerce financial freedom and convenience, they 
over the growing risk in unsecured card defaults. Sold on the convenience of platforms are directly contributing to are now pushing many young Indians 
loans.Retail lans, driven largely by EMI-based purchases and BNPL higher credit card spending among the into a growing debt trap. Defaults on 
personal loans and credit card debt, have schemes, many young borrowers are youth.credit card payments have surged, 
been the backbone of Indian banking maxing out their credit limits without particularly among millennials and Gen How defaults spiral out of control
growth for two decades. However, as the even attempting to revolve their loans.A Z, despite growing awareness of credit The path to default often starts innocently 
demand for unsecured loans has risen, so recent report by Macquarie Capital scores. enough, typically with a large purchase 
have the risks.The RBI increased risk indicated that most young millennials are The growing popularity of Buy Now, Pay the borrower plans to pay off in easy 
weights on unsecured consumer credit in using the entire limit and directly Later (BNPL) schemes, EMI-based e- installments. However, those seemingly 
late 2023, forcing banks to set aside more defaulting, turning into an NPA without commerce purchases, and easy access to manageable payments come with steep 
capital to cushion against potential even revolving the loan. The report said credit have made the situation even more interest rates that can climb as high as 
losses. The RBI’s measures appear to be net credit losses for credit cards have precarious.In the first half of 2024, credit 48% annually.As the debt balloons, many 
working.According to Macquarie’s surged to 5-6%.E-commerce platforms card defaults climbed to 1.8%, up from borrowers find themselves able to pay 
Unsecured Retail Index.like Amazon have fuelled this spending 1.7% at the end of 2023, according to data only the minimum due each month, 

The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has 
approved Bristol Myers Squibb’s new oral 
medicine, Cobenfy, for the treatment of 
schizophrenia in adults. This approval marks the 
first new type of schizophrenia medicine in 
several decades that reduces the mental illness 
symptoms without the common side effects.

“Today’s landmark approval of our first-in-class 
treatment for schizophrenia marks an important 
milestone for the community. After more than 30 
years, there is now an entirely new 
pharmacological approach for schizophrenia — 
one that has the potential to change the treatment 
paradigm,” said Chris Boerner, board chair and 
CEO of Bristol Myers Squibb. “As we reenter 
the field of neuropsychiatry, we are dedicated to 
changing the conversation around serious 
mental illness, beginning with today’s approval 
for schizophrenia.”Bristol Myers Squibb plans 
to make Cobenfy, a twice-daily pill, available by 
late October. The drug will cost $1,850 per 
month, or $22,500 annually, before insurance 
and rebates.Schizophrenia affects around 2.8 
million people in the United States, impacting 
how they think, feel, and behave. Symptoms of 
Schizophrenia usually appear in early adulthood 

and vary greatly among individuals, making the 
condition hard to diagnose and manage. Current 
treatments can be effective, but up to 60% of 
patients find them inadequate or experience 
intolerable side effects.

“For people living with schizophrenia, it's often 
difficult to find a treatment that works for them. 
Having a variety of treatment options gives 
patients and healthcare providers the tools to 
help manage this serious condition,” said 
Gordon Lavigne, CEO of the Schizophrenia & 
Psychosis Action Alliance. “People living with 
schizophrenia want and deserve more. Today’s 
approval provides a new option as people with 
schizophrenia move forward with proper 
support to rebuild their lives.”

Swiggy to raise Rs 3,750 cr 
through public offer

FDA approves Cobenfy: A 
breakthrough Schizophrenia 

treatment after decades

increase, compared to 3.6% in FY25. the upcoming quarter, believing that New Delhi, Shares of major Indian IT 
these variations are unlikely to affect firms, including Infosys, Wipro, Tech During early trading, Infosys shares 
market estimates or valuations Mahindra, and Coforge, surged up to climbed as much as 4%, reaching a high 

significantly.4% on Friday, following an upbeat 
earnings report from US-based The brokerage said that the sector’s 
Accenture.Accenture not  only critical catalyst will come after Q3 
exceeded market expectations for its FY25, when corporate client budgets 
Q4 results but also raised its revenue for calendar year 2025 are finalized, 
guidance for FY25 to a range of 3-6%. providing a clearer picture of 

d e m a n d . A c c e n t u r e ’s  r e p o r t  The  pos i t i ve  momentum f rom 
highlighted 2% year-on-year growth Accenture's performance has bolstered 
in FY24, including a 3% contribution investor confidence in Indian IT 
from inorganic acquisitions.The stocks, with expectations for growth in 
company’s outlook for consulting the sector improving.According to 
and outsourcing services suggests brokerage firm Nomura, the Indian IT 
further growth, a development that is industry is likely to see growth bottom 

of Rs 1,974.60 on the National Stock particularly positive for Indian IT out in FY25. The firm anticipates a 
Exchange, making it one of the top firms, as it signals a recovery in gradual recovery in discretionary 
gainers on the Nifty index.Other IT discretionary spending.Dr. V.K. spending, although it may take a few 
firms, including Coforge, Wipro, Vijayakumar, Chief Investment more quarters for a full rebound.
LTIMindtree, and Tech Mahindra, also Strategist at Geojit Financial Services, Nomura predicts revenue growth for saw gains of up to 4%.Motilal Oswal, in noted that Indian IT stocks are expected large-cap Indian IT companies to its recent analysis, expressed minimal to respond positively to Accenture’s improve significantly in FY26, concern about short-term revenue strong guidance, suggesting potential forecasting a 7.9% year-on-year fluctuations for Indian IT companies in gains for the sector in the near future.

KRN Heat Exchanger IPO: 
Check latest GMP, 
subscription status, other 
details

New Delhi  The initial public offering (IPO) of KRN Heat 
Exchanger has already seen huge subscriptions, 
garnering strong interest from retail investors.

KRN Heat Exchanger opened for subscription on 
September 25 looking to raise Rs 341.95 crore from its 
public issue, and has already seen bids of over 80 times.

The IPO of KRN Heat Exchanger has seen a subscription 
of 83.39 times. As of September 27, 2024, at 11:43 AM, 
the issue had been subscribed 69.62 times in the retail 
category, 4.57 times in the QIB category, and 217.73 
times in the NII category.KRN Heat Exchanger and 
Refrigeration Ltd specialises in producing fin and tube-
type heat exchangers. The company manufactures heat 
exchangers with copper and aluminium fins and copper 
tubes, as well as water coils, condenser coils, and 
evaporator coils.IPO of KRN Heat Exchanger is 
entirely a fresh issue of 1.55 crore shares and will be 
open for subscription till September 27.

The price band for the IPO is set at Rs 209 and Rs 220 per 
share. Retail investors need to apply for a minimum of 
65 shares, requiring an investment of Rs 14,300.

Latest grey Markey premium (GMP) for KRN Heat 
ExchangerThe latest Grey Market Premium (GMP) for 
the KRN Heat Exchanger IPO stands at Rs 274, as of the 
update on September 27, 2024 at 11:01 AM.

With an issue price sett Rs 220, the projected listing price 
of the IPO is Rs 494, combining the cap price and the 
current GMP. Based on this, the anticipated gain per 
share is approximately 124.55%.The allotment for the 
KRN Heat Exchanger IPO is set to be finalised on 
Monday, 30th September 2024.

The company's shares are expected to be listed on both 
BSE and NSE, with the tentative listing date scheduled 
for Thursday, 3rd October 2024.

NEW DELHI. Food tech firm Swiggy said on Thursday it 
aims to raise `3,750 core ($449 million) in its initial 
public offering (IPO). Existing shareholders such as 
Accel India and Tencent Europe will sell about 185.3 
million shares, Swiggy said in its draft prospectus.

Swiggy’s plan to go public comes at a time when investors 
are showing confidence in new age companies. Shares 
of Swiggy’s rival Zomato have gained more than 184% 
in the last one year.Backed by Japan’s SoftBank 
investment major Prosus, Swiggy competed against 
Zomato in India’s fast growing online restaurant and 
food delivery market. India’s food delivery market is 
estimated to grow to Rs 2 lakh crore by 2030, as per 
industry estimates. Swiggy and Zomato together 
commanding over 90% of this market.

Prosus with 32% stake is among the leading stakeholder 
in the company. SoftBank, Accel, Elevation Capital, 
DST Global, Norwest, Tencent, Qatar Investment 
Authority (QIA) and Singapore’s GIC are other 
shareholders in Swiggy.The Bengaluru-based company 
was valued at $10.7 billion when it last raised funds in 
January 2022. Market experts believed that Swiggy can 
list with a market valuation of around $10-14 billion.

OMCs can reduce petrol, 
diesel prices by Rs 2-3: ICRA
NEW DELHI. Oil marketing companies (OMCs) could 

reduce petrol and diesel prices by Rs 2-3 per litre if the 
international crude prices remain stable, according to a 
report by ICRA. The rating agency noted that the recent 
decline in crude oil prices has improved margins on 
retail auto fuels, allowing state-owned companies to 
consider price cuts.The average price of India’s crude 
oil imports fell to $74 per barrel in September, down 
from $83-84 per barrel in March, when petrol and diesel 
prices were last reduced by Rs 2 per litre.

“ICRA estimates that the OMCs’ net realisation was 
higher by Rs 15 per litre for petrol and Rs 12 a litre for 
diesel vis-a-vis international product prices in 
September 2024 (till September 17).

The retail selling price (RSPs) of these fuels have been 
unchanged since March 2024 (Rs 2/litre was reduced on 

petrol and diesel on March 15, 2024) and there appears 
to be headroom for their downward revision by Rs 2-3 
per litre, if crude prices remain stable,” said 
Girishkumar Kadam, Senior Vice President and Group 
Head, Corporate Ratings, ICRA.The last revision in 
fuel prices took place in March, with a Rs 2 per litre cut 
for both petrol and diesel. Crude prices have seen a 
significant drop in recent months, primarily due to weak 
global economic growth and high US production.
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IPL 2025: Kolkata Knight Riders 
announced former West Indies 
all-rounder Dwayne Bravo as 
their mentor for the upcoming 
Indian Premier League season. 
Bravo's association with Chennai 
Super Kings, therefore, comes to 
an end.

NEWS BOX

New Delhi.   perform. But the expectation of us is Parthiv Patel and Tamim Iqbal 
always high because of the standard has claimed that the rest of the Fab four don't 
which he has set," said Parthiv.face the same pressure as Virat Kohli. The 

fab four has been a collection of Kohli, Joe Kohli has won games single-handedly in 
Root, Steve Smith and Kane Williamson, white-ball cricket
who have been considered as the greats of Tamim pointed out to white-ball cricket 
the modern generation. Compared to the records of the Fab 4 and claimed that 
three, Kohli hasn't had the best of times in Kohli had won more games for his side 
Tests as he has scored just 2 fifties and 2 single-handedly compared to Smith, 
hundreds since 2023.Before the start of the Root and Williamson.And also, I think 
Kanpur Test, Parthiv and Tamim was asked yes in Test match cricket, the Fab 4 that 
if Kohli has been facing pressure in recent we are talking about have done 
times. The former wicketkeeper said that he wonders. Because in Test match scores 60 or 70, that comes across as a 
doesn't feel pressure while playing and cricket, basically as a batter, you can't win a failure. Because every time he walks in, we 
Smith, Root and Williamson don't go game single-handedly. There are two innings expect him to score 100. We expect him to 
through what the Indian star is going and everything."play with that kind of intensity, which he has 
through.Parthiv feels that the pressure of always been playing," said Parthiv.Parthiv "But we also call them Fab 4 in white-ball 
expectation is huge for Kohli because of the said that the hunger to perform will remain in cricket and hands down, in what Kohli has 
standard he has set for himself."I don't think Kohli as long as he is playing Tests. done for India, amount of games that he has 
he's feeling that kind of pressure. And as you won single-handedly, I'm pretty sure none of "But you have to understand that he is also 
rightly mentioned that, I don't think Smith or the other three has won that many of the getting older but that zeal to play Test cricket 
Joe Root or Williamson can even think of the games. And as you mentioned because of the and to do well, does not die, and it will never 
type of pressure he must be feeling." amount of pressure that he goes through, I die is as long as Virat Kohli is playing Test 

"The pressure of expectation, that is huge. He think those three combined do not have the cricket. But yeah, I think I don't think he 
has set his standard so high that even if he similar pressure," said Tamim.would be feeling that kind of pressure to 

New Delhi, A ground staff member in Kanpur 
decided to approach Virat Kohli ahead of the 
2nd Test and proceeded to touch the feet of 
the Indian star ahead of play on Day 1 on 
September 27, Friday. Kohli and India are 
looking to wrap up the series and complete a 
clean sweep against Bangladesh at Green 
Park.The start of play was delayed on Friday 
due to a wet outfield because of overnight 
rain. As the ground staff were taking off one 
of the covers, Kohli was stepping out to get 
some practice in before the start of play. This 
is when the ground staff member appraoched 
the star batter and proceeded to touch his 
feet. Kohli tried to acknowledge the staff 
member and tried to play it down. You can 
see the full video below:

Kohli aiming to bounce back after 1st Test 
failure

Kohli will be aiming to bounce back in the 
Gavaskar Trophy tour in Australia. IND vs BAN, 2nd Test: Playing XIsKanpur Test after his failure in the first game 

India won the toss in Kanpur and opted to field in Chennai. The star batter, who was making India (Playing XI): Yashasvi Jaiswal, Rohit 
first. The hosts went in with an unchanged his return to the Test side, scored 6 and 17 Sharma(c), Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli, 
team, while Bangladesh made 2 changes by runs across both the innings. Kohli will aim Rishabh Pant(w), KL Rahul, Ravindra 
bringing in Taijul Islam and Khaled Ahmed to get some form in before the start of the Jadeja, Ravichandran Ashwin, Akash Deep, 
instead of Nahid Rana and Taskin Ahmed.New Zealand series and the Border Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj.

Virat Kohli's feet touched by Kanpur 
ground staff member before 2nd Test

New Delhi Manchester United manager Erik 
ten Hag has come to the defence of captain 
Bruno Fernandes, following the midfielder's 
sluggish start to the season. Ten Hag 
expressed confidence that the Portuguese 
international will soon return to top form.

Fernandes, who has recorded just one assist 
and no goals so far this season, has faced 
criticism for his recent performances in 
back-to-back draws against Crystal Palace 
and Twente Enschede. When asked if the 30-
year-old was fatigued after playing over 
4,000 minutes for United last season and 
then competing in Euro 2024 for Portugal, 
Ten Hag downplayed the concerns. The 
Dutch tactician said that it is just a matter of 
time before Fernandes will start scoring 
goals and get his form back.

"I think the team brings him in a situation. I 
think he is capable and he has proven already, 
so many times in the Premier League, he can 
create many chances," Ten Hag told 
reporters, as quoted by Reuters. "I am 
convinced he will not do differently. He will 
find his form."He is already creating chances 
but he will make final passes, he will score 
goals 100%. It is just a matter of time."

Need to take advantage of good positions

Goals have been an issue for United this season 
despite creating a lot of chances as was seen 
during the draw against Palace. Ten Hag 
feels that the structures are well in place and 
urged his team to make the most of the 
opportunities after they get into the box.

"We have players across the team who have the 
abilities to score. But it's clear you see all the 
opportunities we've created, we've not 
scored enough," Ten Hag said."You always 
work into a season, you have to build it, the 
structures in defending, structures in 
possession, of course. You start with the 
build-up, I think we have the structures quite 
right.""Across all games we have more 
possession... and then it's about what we do 
with the possession. We bring the ball into 
the final third, we bring the ball into the box a 
lot... but we have to take advantage of it."

New Delhi.  

Gambhir, who left the mentor's role to take Indians and Chennai Super Kings in the 
up the job of Indian national team's head IPL, the four-time IPL winner has a long 
coach.Dwayne Bravo will therefore end his association with the Knight Riders, having 
association with Chennai Super Kings. played the majority of his CPL career with 
Bravo was the bowling coach of the Super the Trinbago Knight Riders.Bravo had 
Kings in IPL 2024. Bravo's appointment retired from international cricket in 2021 
comes hours after the all-rounder announced but continued to participate in franchise 
his retirement from all forms of cricket on cricket and took on coaching roles. Most 
Friday, September 27. Bravo, the highest recently, he worked with his IPL side 
wicket-taker in T20 history with 631 wickets Chennai Super Kings (CSK) and was 
in 582 matches, confirmed his decision named Afghanistan's bowling consultant 
following a groin injury that cut short his for the 2024 T20 World Cup in the West 
Caribbean Premier League (CPL) 2024 Indies and the USA.During his storied 
season.KKR CEO Venky Mysore confirmed career, Bravo became synonymous with 
that Bravo will be working with all other T20 cricket, thanks to his ability to deliver 

and knowledge will benefit the franchise and franchises of the Knight Riders in the under pressure, particularly with his slower 
all players immensely. We are also very Defending champions Kolkata Caribbean Premier League, Major League balls and death-over bowling. He led 
pleased that he will be involved with all our Knight Riders announced former West Indies Cricket in the United States and ILT20 in the Trinbago Knight Riders (TKR) to back-to-
other franchises around the world - CPL, all-rounder Dwayne Bravo as their mentor for UAE."DJ Bravo joining us is a very exciting back CPL titles in 2017 and 2018 and guided 
MLC & ILT20," Mysore said in a statement.the Indian Premier League 2025 season. The development. His deep desire to win St Kitts & Nevis Patriots to their maiden CPL 

Despite having played only for Mumbai legendary fast bowler will replace Gautam wherever he plays, his extensive experience title in 2021.

Morkel emphasized the importance of 
building experience among the 
bowlers, particularly with the 
increasing number of five-Test series 
on the horizon. "There is a lot of 
experience in this dressing room, but 
for the guys coming in, it's essential to 
ensure they fit in and evolve. They 
need to start thinking about setting 
goals," he noted.PlayUnmute

Fullscreen
His coaching philosophy revolves 

around fostering a supportive 
environment. "I am a believer in 
mapping out a journey for direction," 
Morkel explained. "If they can take it 
series by series and focus on New Delhi. Former South African pacer 
improvement, it will be beneficial. Morne Morkel is relishing his new role as 
The key is to make new bowlers, like the bowling coach of the Indian men's 
[Akash] Deep and [Vikram] Dayal, cricket team during the two-match Test 
feel at home. Once you allow them the series against Bangladesh. After years of 
space to learn and make mistakes, it competing against India on the field, 
creates a great environment."Morkel is excited to now be part of the 

team, having kicked off his coaching tenure With Morkel at the helm, the Indian 
followed India after my playing days. It's The ace paceman took four wickets in the with a stellar performance from the bowlers bowling attack is poised to gain invaluable 
wonderful to be in this environment and see first innings, while Ravichandran Ashwin i n  t h e  f i r s t  T e s t  a g a i n s t  insights and techniques that could elevate 
how the guys operate." produced a remarkable six-wicket haul in Bangladesh.Reflecting on his first week in their game further. The combination of his 

the second innings, helping India secure a The Indian bowling unit showcased their this new position, Morkel shared his extensive experience as a player and his 
resounding victory over Bangladesh.IND prowess, with Jasprit Bumrah leading the enthusiasm: "What a wonderful week. I approachable coaching style is expected to 
vs BAN 2nd Test: Live Updatescharge in the series opener in Chennai Test. have always played against India and bring a fresh perspective to the squad.

IPL 2025: Dwayne Bravo appointed new 
KKR mentor, replaces Gautam Gambhir

India vs Bangladesh: Bowling coach 
Morne Morkel relishing India job

Virat Kohli faces more pressure than Smith, 
Root and Williamson: Parthiv, Tamim

New Delhi, The Test series between India and 
Bangladesh seems to be defying the norms of 
Test cricket in India. After Bangladesh 
became the first team in 42 years to win the 
toss and opt to bowl at the MA Chidambaram 
Stadium in Chennai, India ended a 60-year-
long wait in Kanpur. At Green Park, Rohit 
Sharma won the toss and opted to field on 
F r i d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 7 ,  a g a i n s t  
Bangladesh.After an hour's delay due to a wet 
outfield and overnight rain, Rohit Sharma and 
Najmul Hossain Shanto walked out for the 
toss. Rohit did not hesitate to bowl as the 
conditions were overcast and the curators left 
a patch of grass on the pitch.A total of 24 Tests 
have been played at one of India's traditional 
venues, and only two teams have opted to 
field after winning the toss. An Indian team 
led by Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi won the toss 
and opted to field in Kanpur and India 
snatched a draw after being made to follow-
on. Dilip Sardesai's 79 in the first innings 
helped India post 266 in response to a 
mammoth England total of 559 for 8 
declared.

Barry Knight and Peter Parfitt hit hundreds for 
England in the first innings. India were asked 
to follow on and they came up with a better 
effort in the second innings. Bapu Nadkarni 
hit 122 after Budhi Kunderan's 55. Dilip 
Sardesai shone in the second innings too, 
remaining unbeaten on 77 while Salim 
Durani hit 61 as India held on for a draw, 

scoring 347 for 3.
INDIA'S RECORD IN KANPUR
PLAYED - 24, Won - 7, Lost - 3, Drawn - 13.
India, led by Rohit, will be looking to complete 

a 2-0 whitewash and take another step closer 
to the World Test Championship final. India 
hammered Bangladesh by 281 runs in the first 
Test on a Chennai pitch which had more 
bounce than normal.

Considering the overcast conditions and the 
amount of grass on the pitch, India retained 
their playing XI, opting for the three-man 
pace attack. On the other hand, Bangladesh 
went in with three spinners, bringing in Taijul 
Islam. They dropped Taskin Ahmed and 
Nahid Rana, adding Khaled Ahmed to their 
pace battery.

India become first team to 
win toss and bowl first in 
Kanpur Test in 60 years

New Delhi, India have decided to stick to the 
same playing XI from Chennai for the 
Kanpur Test as the option of the third spinner 
wasn't exercised on September 27, Friday. 
Going into the 2nd Test, there was hope that 
an extra spinner could be used for the game 
in Kanpur and give one of Mohammed Siraj, 
Jasprit Bumrah or Akash Deep a bit of a rest. 
However, India decided to stick to the same 
lineup that won them the game at 
Chepauk.India had won the toss and opted to 
field first at Green Park as Rohit felt that the 
pitch was a bit soft. The India captain said 
that they would be aiming to make early 
inroads and wanted the 3 seamers to make 
most of the conditions. Rohit also said he 
expects the same fight from Bangladesh as 
they showed in the Chennai Test but expects 
his side to show the same spirit that won 
them the first game."We are going to bowl 
first. The pitch seems a bit soft, so we have to 
make early inroads and we want our three 
seamers to make use of it. We didn't start 
well with the bat in the first game, but we 
found a way to score and the bowlers did the 
job. I expect no different here (fight from 

Bangladesh), we will be challenged but we 
have the experience to bounceback. Same 
team," said Rohit.Bangladesh made two 
changes to their side as they left out Nahid 
Rana and Taskin Ahmed from the side as 
they roped in Taijul Islam and Khaled 
Ahmed.IND vs BAN, 2nd Test: Playing XIs

India (Playing XI): Yashasvi Jaiswal, Rohit 
Sharma(c), Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli, 
Rishabh Pant(w), KL Rahul, Ravindra 
Jadeja, Ravichandran Ashwin, Akash Deep, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj.

Bangladesh (Playing XI): Shadman Islam, 
Zakir Hasan, Najmul Hossain Shanto(c), 
Mominul Haque, Mushfiqur Rahim, Shakib 
Al Hasan, Litton Das(w), Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz, Taijul Islam, Hasan Mahmud, Khaled 
Ahmed

Manchester United boss Erik 
ten Hag backs Bruno 

Fernandes to regain form

IND vs BAN: India sticks 
to Chennai winning 

mantra in Kanpur Test, 
no 3rd spinner

Former South African pacer 
Morne Morkel enjoyed his 
first week as the bowling 
coach of  the Indian men's 
cricket team during the two-
match Test series against 
Bangladesh.
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