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professor (transport planning) at Gurgaon: With just two years left until 
S c h o o l  o f  P l a n n i n g  a n d  the 2026 deadline, the city has less 
Architecture.With population than 10% of the required buses 
expanding rapidly, particularly in needed to meet commuter demands, 
sectors along the Southern Peripheral a c c o r d i n g  t o  G M D A ' s  
R o a d  ( S P R )  a n d  D w a r k a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m o b i l i t y  
Expressway, the demand for public management plan (CMMP). While 
transport is increasing. The limited the plan estimates that at least 1,550 
bus fleet, however, has led to long buses are necessary to serve the 
wait times, overcrowded buses city's growing population by 2026, has not even moved an inch. The bus 
during peak hours, and incomplete only 200 CNG buses are currently service was supposed to fill this void, 
coverage of many key residential and operational. Of these, 150 are but the lack of additional buses has 
business areas.According to the deployed in Gurgaon, with the left many areas unserved, forcing 
mobility plan, around 21.9 lakh intra-remaining 50 operating in Faridabad. commuters to rely on cabs and 
city motorised trips are performed private vehicles, further congesting This leaves the city short by at least 
daily in the city. About 57% of these already traffic-clogged roads.Experts 1,350 buses if it hopes to meet its 
trips are for work purposes, followed said expansion of the bus fleet needs p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t  g o a l s  b y  
by 29% for education-related to be prioritised as part of a larger 2026.Gurugram Metropolitan City 
travel."A lot of development has strategy to improve the city's overall Bus Limited (GMCBL) was 
taken place in Gurgaon, spreading mobility and make commuting more launched in 2018 with the aim to 
towards various directions — sustainable for residents. "The city provide seamless connectivity and 
western, eastern, and southern, with has grown exponentially over the last reduce dependency on private 
new areas along Dwarka Expressway five years, but the public transport vehicles. Six years later, the city bus 
and Southern Peripheral Road. There infrastructure hasn't evolved along fleet has stagnated with GMCBL 
is a need to build the habit of using the with it. Ideally, 50% of the target failing to expand its services. The 
public transit system. Until the metro should have been achieved as per the slow expansion of the Gurugaman 
system fully develops, buses should population, but that hasn't happened. bus service has left residents with 
fill that space, and it will create Without a robust  bus f leet ,  l i m i t e d  c o m m u t i n g  
captive demand for the metro, commuters are left with very few options.Moreover, over the past 
pushing further expansion. viable options," said Sewa Ram, seven years, the city's metro network 
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Ask Faridabad to manage its fresh waste 
within its jurisdiction, MCG tells ULB

Mobility plan deadline just 2 years away, 
Gurgaon yet to meet 90% of  bus fleet target

safety gear, was declared dead on F I R  a n d  t a k e  a c t i o n  GURGAON. The driver of an SUV who 
arrival at a private hospital.Thakur, a c c o r d i n g l y , "  h ecrashed into a biker on the wrong side of 
who was on his way from Palwal added.Kaushik said police Golf Course Road leading to his death 
with a friend, is believed to have told would  look  in to  these  earlier this week is a repeat offender and 
police he deliberately took the wrong violations as part of the probe had been challaned earlier for similar 
side to cut down on his travel time. against Thakur. "Now that it offences, sources in police said.
He had earlier said he was merely has come to the fore, we will Cops also suspect that Kuldeep Kumar 
following Google Maps and took the dig out all his previous Thakur (25), co-founder of a PR firm, 
one-way route unwittingly.Akshat's challans and call him for doesn't have a licence to drive a four-
friend Pradyumn has told cops that further questioning. We are wheeler. According to sources, he roped 
after the accident, Thakur made a just waiting for the notice in a tout a day after the Sunday morning 
phone call - possibly to a friend - to period to end by Friday night," accident to get a licence done back-date. 
arrange for a lawyer for him. His car, the ACP said.Akshat's mother, He is now out on bail, but is yet to submit 
according to police, had a sticker Rekha Garg, questioned police his DL, if any, to police.Thakur, sources and 324(4) (causing damage exceeding 
seeking votes for a BJP candidate in the vigil on the roads.in police said, had been fined last month Rs 20,000) and provisions of the MV Act.
assembly polls on the bonnet.Pradyumn "My son is gone, but the accused slept for wrong-side driving and illegal 

Thakur has been released on bail. Vikas 
had alleged that police had declined to peacefully at night," she said, referring to parking.Around 5.25am on Sunday, 

Kaushik, ACP (DLF), said they were still 
accept as evidence footage recorded in his Thakur's bail. "I want justice for my son. bikers Akshat Garg and his friend 

waiting for Thakur to submit a driving 
GoPro, showing the car coming from the Why are police dragging their feet in the Pradyumn Kumar - both from Delhi - had 

licence, if any."He submitted other 
wrong side and crashing into the bike. case? He should be arrested right away," taken a one-way lane off Golf Course 

documents, but claimed he did not have 
Police have denied the allegation.Based she added.An ITI graduate, Akshat Road when Thakur's XUV 300 appeared 

his licence then. So, we gave him time till 
on a complaint by Pradyumn, an FIR was worked as a food delivery agent to from the other side.The car crashed head 

Friday to submit his licence with us. We 
registered at DLF 2 police station against support his elderly parents and younger on into Akshat's bike, flinging him in the 

believe he doesn't have a four-wheeler 
Thakur under BNS sections 106 (causing sister. He would have turned 22 around air and hurling him at a distance. Akshat, 

licence. We will now include relevant 
death by negligence), 281 (rash driving) Diwali this year.who was wearing a helmet and other 

sections of the Motor Vehicles Act in the 

Gurgaon horror: Driver of  SUV that 
killed biker doesn't have licence

Gurgaon. The MCG wrote to the urban approaching by the end of Dec."We lakh metric tonnes of waste with a daily 
local bodies (ULB) department, received a request from the MCF processing capacity of 10,990 tonnes. 
requesting them to direct the municipal stating that they don't have a site to According to the affidavit, 2.5 lakh 
corporation of Faridabad (MCF) to dump fresh waste, so they will metric tonnes of solid waste is 
handle their fresh waste within their c o n t i n u e  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  expected to be dumped from Aug 30 to 
own ju r i sd ic t ion  ra ther  than  arrangement," said a senior MCG Dec this year. Currently, 9.6 lakh 
transporting it to the Bandhwari official.The MCG further highlighted metric tonnes of waste lie unprocessed 
landfill site.In a letter to the ULB that the waste processing capacity at at Bandhwari.
department, MCG commissioner Bandhwari was reduced to 1,700 In Aug, a mere 53,935 metric tonnes of 
Narhari Singh Banger highlighted that tonnes per day in August against the legacy waste were processed, marking 
the amount of fresh waste sent from required daily capacity of 10,990 the lowest amount processed in the past 
Faridabad to Bandhwari doubled over tonnes per day. nine months. This figure represents a 
the past two months, rising from 650 The MCG, in an affidavit submitted to the significant 55% decrease compared to 
tonnes to a staggering 1,300 tonnes per National Green Tribunal recently, has the 1.2 lakh metric tonnes processed in 
day. reiterated its commitment to clearing July. MCG officials attributed this 

The MCG expressed worries about the the legacy waste accumulated at the decrease to the unavailability of 
increased dumping of fresh waste, Bandhwari landfill by the end of Dec agencies to process waste and the 
especially as the deadline for this year.To achieve this, the relentless rain the city has been 
p r o c e s s i n g  l e g a c y  w a s t e  i s  corporation intends to process 12.1 witnessing this year.

Ahead of  harvest, Haryana ramps up steps to 
curb stubble burning in 469 villages

will be 38.87 lakh acres, generating 81.08 Gurgaon. Ahead of the upcoming harvest 
LMT of crop residue. Out of this, the areas season, the state govt has identified 
under basmati and non-basmati will be villages where stubble burning is rampant 
19.49 lakh acres and 19.38 lakh acres every year. This time, Haryana's efforts 
respectively, generating 40.65 LMT and are focused on 469 villages spanning 12 
40.43 LMT of crop residue."Villages that districts — Ambala, Fatehabad, Hisar, 
manage to eliminate stubble burning and Jind, Karnal, Kurukshetra, Panipat, 
fall in the yellow zone will be awarded Rohtak, Kaithal, Yamunanagar, Sonipat, 
cash prizes of Rs 50,000 each and those and Palwal.Among these, 67 villages are 
that eliminate the practice and fall in the categorised as ‘red zones', which are areas 
red zone will be awarded Rs 1 lakh," said experiencing five or more farm fires 
Darshan Singh, technical assistant at the daily, while 402 are designated as ‘yellow 
agriculture department."To tackle the zones' — areas experiencing up to two 
situation, we have a micro-level planning farm fires per day. These statistics 
in place. The aim is to further reduce the demonstrate a significant improvement 
number of farm fires and increase the area from 2022 which recorded as many as 147 

enforcement of regulations. Farmers were following the harvest season, are among where there is no stubble burning," Singh ‘red zone' villages and 582 ‘yellow zone' 
incentivised to discard the practice of the primary sources of pollution during added.According to officials, various villages.To further discourage farmers 
crop residue-burning as well.In 2023, this time of the year. This decades-old machines such as  Super  Straw from stubble burning, a WhatsApp group 
stubble burning in Haryana fell by 37% as method, which is cheaper than most Management System attached with named ‘No Straw Burning' was created by 
compared to the winter months of 2022, others, is used by most small-scale existing combine harvester, Happy the govt for real-time surveillance at the 
as reported by the govt. Every winter, the farmers in Punjab, Haryana, and UP. Seeder, Straw Chopper, Mulcher, Rotary district and block levels and sub-
air quality in Delhi-NCR deteriorates to These farmers often do not opt for Slasher, Reversible M B Plough, Super divisional magistrates (SDMs) were 
hazardous levels as the region becomes alternative methods like manually Seeder, Crop Reapers etc have been designated as nodal officers to oversee 
enveloped in a toxic haze due to cold and clearing the land or spraying bio-enzyme successfully deployed and demonstrated crop residue management within their 
stagnant weather conditions coupled with called PUSA because they do not have the in fields of these villages. Currently, more respective jurisdictions.Moreover, 
emissions.Farm fires, common in north capacity for it.According to Agriculture than 90,000 machines have been provided temporary police posts were established 
India's agricultural belt to clear tracts of department, in Haryana, the total for in-situ management of crop residue, in the ‘red zone' villages and control 
land for another round of sowing estimated area under paddy in kharif 2024 they added.rooms were set up to ensure stringent 

Gurgaon. A 33-year-old biker died on Thursday after 
being hit by a speeding car in Sector 10 near Prerna 
Society on Sept 13.Garhi Harsaru resident Lokesh was 
returning home from work when a speeding car hit him 
from behind. He succumbed to injuries after a few days 
of treatment.The car driver is absconding.

ASI Chander Bhan and constable Neeraj reached the 
scene after receiving the information. Lokesh's body 
was handed over to his family after the postmortem.

"My son had no fault; he died because of someone else's 
negligence. The car driver must be arrested at the 
earliest and sent to jail," said Lokesh's father, Muni 
Lal.A case was registered at Sector 10 police station on 
Thursday under BNS sections 106 (causing death by 
negligence) and 281 (rash and negligent driving).

"The matter is under investigation. We are scanning 
CCTV footage of the nearby area to trace the car 
driver," said a police spokesperson.Speeding, 
according to police, is the most common cause of road 
accidents in Gurgaon, claiming over 400 lives every 
year.A majority of these accidents happen when 
pedestrians cross roads suddenly without any signals 
and when vehicles overtake from the wrong side.

Biker returning home after 
work hit by car, dies in 
hospital

Govt revokes its decision to 
pause implementation of 

S+4 floor policy
Gurgaon: The Haryana department of town and 

country planning (DTCP) on Friday said 
applications for approval for construction of 
stilt-plus-four floor (S+4) buildings can be 
submitted under its July 2 guidelines.

The decision came after the department retracted 
an earlier statement submitted to the Punjab and 
Haryana high court, pausing the implementation 
of the policy which had faced strong opposition 
from Gurgaon Citizens Council (GCC). The 
council had filed a petition in the high court, 
seeking to overturn the new rules.On Friday, 
senior town planner Hitesh Sharma issued a 
formal directive lifting the curbs and allowing 
map approvals to resume as per the July 2 
guidelines.During a hearing on Sept 11, the 
bench of Justices Arun Palli and Vikram 
Aggarwal made it clear that there was no ban on 
the policy from the court's side, leaving the govt 
free to proceed with its implementation.

The decision has triggered a mixed response. 
President of the Gurugram Home Developers 
Association Narendra Yadav said, "Vertical 
housing is essential to meet the growing demand 
for homes. We will push the govt to allocate the 
Rs 1,158 crore collected for infrastructure 
upgrades after the elections to ensure the city's 
systems can support new developments."The 
policy had faced strong opposition from the 
Gurgaon Citizens Council (GCC), which had 
filed a petition in the HC, seeking to overturn the 
new rules.

The GCC had argued that the city's existing 
infrastructure could not support the increased 
burden resulting from four-floor buildings.

On July 2, when the new policy was introduced, it 
prompted GCC to seek its annulment, citing 
concerns over water supply, sewage systems, 
roads and other essential services.In early Aug, 
DTCP, represented by additional advocate 
general Ankur Mittal, informed HC that the 
policy would be held until the department 
submitted its formal response.These temporary 
curbs had put a halt on map approvals for four-
floor buildings. Friday's decision has sparked 
criticism from GCC members, who believe the 
govt "acted in contempt of court" by revoking its 
earlier decision without following proper legal 
procedures.

 "The govt ignored the expert committee's 
recommendation, which called for an 
infrastructure audit within a year. The 
infrastructure in the city is already in a shambles, 
with power, water and drainage systems failing," 
senior advocate for GCC Nivedita Sharma said.

2 held for murder of  man 
looking for son

Noida.Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development 
Authority (YEIDA) is planning to introduce a policy 
to allot land to central and state govt agencies. This 
move comes in response to requests from eight 
agencies seeking land for setting up offices, training 
institutes, research centres, and other facilities. The 
proposal will be placed before the Authority's board 
for approval on Sept 26.The agencies that sought land 
allocation from the Authority are CRPF, CISF, EPFO, 
GAIL (India) Limited, UPSRTC, fire department, the 
ministry of communication (department of posts), and 
the PWD. The land parcels required by these agencies 
ranged from 1 acre to 120 acres.CRPF requested 25 
acres for a VIP security battalion campus, while CISF 
applied for 100-120 acres to establish a world-class 
training institute. The EPFO sought 1 acre for an 
office building, and GAIL applied for 25 acres to set 
up a research and development centre.Additionally, 
the ministry of communication (department of posts) 
requested two acres for a post office and 2.5 acres for 
setting up a cargo hub near the airport, and the PWD 
sought four acres for an inspection building. The 
UPSRTC sought land for a bus terminal workshop and 
residential complex on 10 acres.

Former city police chief  files 
civil defamation suit against 
judge
Gurgaon: Former police commissioner KK Rao this 

month filed a civil defamation suit, seeking 
compensation of Rs 1 crore from an additional sessions 
judge who had questioned the top cop's role while 
hearing a case on the 2021 multi-crore heist in the city.

Rao, in the petition submitted through his counsel 
Parvesh Yadav before a civil court in the city, alleged 
the judge's remarks were "unwarranted" and crossed 
"all limits of judicial sanctity".They spread like 
"wildfire", and "annihilated reputation and loyalty 
towards my profession", the petition read.

Apart from damages amounting to Rs 1 crore, the suit 
seeks prohibitory injunction to restrain the judge from 
maligning and defaming Rao in any manner in the 
future.The case goes back to Aug 2021, when crores in 
cash was stolen from an apartment in Sector 84. The 
burglary was believed to have been carried out by 
gangster Vikas Lagarpuriya's men, and the syndicate 
allegedly tried to hush up the case by bribing police.

One of the main accused in the case was IPS officer 
Dheeraj Setia who was DCP (crime) in the city. Setia 
was accused of taking money from the gangster to 
influence the probe.In Feb 2022, additional sessions 
judge Amit Sahrawat was hearing an anticipatory bail 
application filed by Setia when he asked how the city 
police chief was not aware that gangsters and kingpins 
of the burglary gave Rs 2.5 crore to the DCP, who sat in 
an adjacent office.Rao moved the Punjab and Haryana 
high court last year over the remarks made by the judge. 
The high court, in Sept 2023, directed that the judge's 
remark be expunged and that it should not be used in 
Rao's service record.In the civil defamation suit, Rao's 
counsel argued that neither the work nor the police 
chief's conduct was under question in Setia's bail 
application."The order (rejecting the bail plea) was 
passed not with the intent to pass the judicial order 
solely but with the sole intent to target the plaintiff 
(Rao) and to achieve an ulterior motive by scandalising 
the matter. The remarks were completely unwarranted 
and were made by crossing all the limits of judicial 
sanctity," the petitioner said.

Ghaziabad: Two people, including a woman, were 
arrested on Friday for the murder of a 38-year-old 
factory worker earlier this week. One accused's clothes, 
covered in the victim's blood, and a stick used in the 
murder were also recovered, police said.

The accused are identified as Gulfam (35), originally 
from Muzaffarnagar, and Shahnaz (40), from Badarpur 
village in Loni. The two were arrested in connection 
with the murder of Rashid, who was also from 
Badarpur, on Sept 17."Rashid was killed while looking 
for his missing son, Sufiyana," said DCP (Rural) 
Surendra Nath Tiwari.On Sept 13, Sufiyana had been 
accused of stealing a phone by Shahnaz's mother Sanno 
and beaten up by some of their family members. He had 
gone missing soon after. Rashid was later killed on the 
intervening night of Sept 16 and 17. His body was 
found in a field some 200m from his house on Tuesday 
morning and police were informed about the feud 
between the two families.An FIR had been registered 
against Mehtab, a few of his family members and his 
associates, including Gulfam, under BNS sections 103 
(murder), 191 (2) (rioting), and 351 (2) (criminal 
intimidation).Sufiyana was found hours later in a 
nearby house. 

CRPF to PWD, eight agencies 
to get land off  Yamuna e-way

New Delhi, Sunday, 22 September 2024
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Trump assassination bid: Secret Service 
says complacency led to security breach

Rare polar bears shows up outside woman's 
house in Iceland, cops shoot it dead

Washington. US President Joe Biden said Friday 
he was working to allow people to return to their 
homes on the Israeli-Lebanon border, in his first 
comments since a wave of explosions targeting 
the Hezbollah militia sent tensions soaring.

Biden added that it was crucial to keep pushing for a 
Gaza ceasefire to underpin regional peace, 
despite a media report that his administration had 
given up hope of securing a truce before he leaves 
office in January.Speaking at the start of a cabinet 
meeting in the White House, Biden told reporters 
he wanted to "make sure that the people in 
northern Israel as well as southern Lebanon are 
able to go back to their homes, to go back 
safely.""And the Secretary of State, the secretary 
of defence, our whole team are working with the 
intelligence community to try to get that done. 
We're going to keep at it until we get it done, but 
we've got a way to go," Biden said.It was Biden's 
first reaction since the violence shifted 
dramatically from Gaza to Lebanon, with 
thousands of Hezbollah operatives' pagers and 
walkie-talkies exploding earlier this week.The 
blasts - which Hezbollah blamed on Israel - killed 
37 people including children and wounded 
thousands more. Israel has not commented on the 
explosions.Months of near-daily border clashes 
have killed hundreds in Lebanon, most of them 
fighters, and dozens in Israel, forcing thousands 
on both sides to flee their homes.Biden also 
denied that a ceasefire to end Israel's war in Gaza 
following the Hamas October 7 attacks was 
unrealistic, following a Wall Street Journal report 
that officials believe is now unlikely.

"If I ever said it's not realistic, we might as well 
leave. A lot of things don't look realistic until we 
get them done. We have to keep at it," Biden said.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy to visit US next week, 
hold talks with Biden, Kamala Harris

in 2022 under a severe foreign leader.Whoever wins the election will have World Millions of Sri Lankans were 
exchange shortage, leaving the to ensure Sri Lanka sticks with the IMF casting their votes on Saturday to select 
Indian Ocean island nation unable to programme until 2027 to get its economy on a president who will face the task of 
pay for imports of essentials a stable growth path, reassure markets, bolstering the South Asian country's 
including fuel, medicine and attract investors and help a quarter of its fragile economic recovery following its 
c o o k i n g  g a s . T h o u s a n d s  o f  people climb out of crisis-caused poverty.worst financial crisis in decades.
protesters marched in Colombo in "Your decision at the polls today will shape the More than 17 million of Sri Lanka's 22 
2022 and occupied the president's future of our nation, not just for the next five million people are eligible to vote in an 
office and residence, forcing then- years, but for generations to come," Foreign election that has shaped up to be a close 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to Minister Ali Sabry posted on X in support of contest between President Ranil 
flee and later resign.Buttressed by a Wickremesinghe. "Use your vote wisely so Wickremesinghe, main opposition 
$2.9 billion bailout programme Sri Lanka can continue its recovery and leader Sajith Premadasa and Marxist-
from the International Monetary move forward towards a sustainable and leaning challenger Anura Kumara 
Fund, Sri Lanka's economy has prosperous future.Sri Lanka's ranked voting Dissanayake, who led in one recent 

Election Commission is expected to posted a tentative recovery, but the system allows voters to cast three opinion poll.Citizens in the capital Colombo 
announce the winner on Sunday.Over high cost of living remains a core issue for preferential votes for their chosen candidates.lined up early at polling booths, which were 
13,000 polling stations were set up across the many voters.Although inflation cooled to guarded by security personnel, as voting If no candidate wins 50% in the first count, 
country and 250,000 public officials 0.5% last month from a crisis high of 70%, began at 7 a.m. (0130 GMT). It was there is a second round between the two 
deployed to manage the election, R.M.L. and the economy is forecast to grow in 2024 proceeding peacefully across the island frontrunners, with the preferential votes of 
Rathnayake, the head of Sri Lanka's election for the first time in three years, millions nation, according to local media.Polls close other candidates redistributed, an outcome 
commission, told Reuters.This is the first remain mired in poverty and debt, with many at 4 p.m. (1030 GMT), with counting analysts say is likely given the close nature 
election since Sri Lanka's economy buckled pinning hopes of a better future on their next scheduled to start shortly afterward. The of the election.

Cash-strapped Sri Lanka votes to elect new President

News box

Washington. US Army Private Travis King, 
who last year ran into North Korea and was 
taken into custody there, was sentenced on 
Friday to one year of confinement then freed 
based on time already served, his lawyer 
said in a statement.He pleaded guilty to five 
charges, and the sentencing was held at Fort 
Bliss in Texas.

The US Army charged King with crimes 
including desertion for running into North 
Korea in July 2023, assault against fellow 
soldiers and solicitation of child 
pornography, Reuters reported late last 
year.He was charged by the Army with 14 
offenses under the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice, after his release from North 
Korean custody in September 2023 
following behind-the-scenes negotiations. 
The government moved to dismiss nine 
offenses after he pleaded guilty to five 
charges."With time already served and 
credit for good behavior, Travis is now free 
and will return home," his lawyer said.

King joined the Army in January 2021. He was 
detained in South Korea over assault 
allegations to which he pleaded guilty.

King had already been due to face disciplinary 
action in the United States after his release 
from South Korean detention. He was on his 
way home last year when he slipped away 
from Seoul's international airport and made 
his way to a civilian tour of the border area 
between North and South Korea.Then King 
sprinted across the border into North Korea. 
He was immediately taken into North 
Korean custody.

US soldier who fled to 
North Korea sentenced, 
then freed on basis of  
time served

World  An Indian embassy official died under 
mysterious circumstances inside the 
embassy premises in Washington.According 
to a statement by the Indian embassy, the 
incident  happened on Wednesday,  
September 18, and is currently under 
investigation by the local police and Secret 
Service.The probe into the embassy official's 
death is covering all the angles, including the 
possibility of suicide, the statement by the 
Indian embassy added.With deep regret, we 
wish to confirm that a member of the 
Embassy of India passed away in the evening 
of 18th September 2024. We are in touch with 
all relevant agencies and members of the 
family to ensure the swift transfer of the 
mortal remains to India,” the Indian Embassy 
said in a statement on Friday."Additional 
details regarding the deceased are not being 
released out of concern for the family’s 
privacy. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
the family in this time of grief," it said, 
without giving any further details.

Indian embassy official 
found dead under 
mysterious 
circumstances in US

UNITED NATIONS. Weaponizing ordinary 
communication devices represents a new 
development in warfare, and targeting 
thousands of Lebanese people using pagers, 
two-way radios and electronic equipment 
without their knowledge is a violation of 
international human rights law, the United 
Nations human rights chief said Friday.

Volker Türk told an emergency meeting of the 
U.N. Security Council there must be an 
independent and transparent investigation of 
the two attacks in Lebanon on Tuesday and 
Wednesday where these devices exploded, 
reportedly killing 37 people and injuring 
more than 3,400 others."Those who ordered 
and carried out these attacks must be held to 
account," he said.Lebanon has blamed Israel 
for the attacks, which appeared to target 
Hezbollah militants but also saw many 
civilian casualties, including children. 
Hezbollah has fought many conflicts with 
Israel, including a war in 2006, and it has 
conducted near-daily strikes against Israel to 
support Hamas militants who attacked Israel 
on Oct. 7.Before the council meeting, Israel's 
U.N. Ambassador Danny Danon was asked 
by reporters about speculation Israel was 
behind the two explosions."We are not 
commenting on the specific attacks you 
mentioned, but I can tell you that we will do 
everything we can to target those terrorists to 
minimize casualties for civilians," he replied.

Lebanon's Foreign Minister Abdallah Bouhabib 
accused Israel of terrorizing the entire 
Lebanese population on streets, in markets, 
shops and their homes where their 
communications devices exploded.He held 
up a photo of a mangled and bloodied hand, 
telling ambassadors from the 15 council 
nations: "Look at the ugliness of what has 
happened in this picture."Bouhabib insisted 
that Israel not only launched the attacks but 
told the council there were "official 
declarations" and a tweet by an adviser to 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu "that 
was lately deleted, emphasizing the 
responsibility of Israel and praising the 
positive results of this assault."He appeared to 
be referring to a deleted tweet by Netanyahu 
adviser Topaz Luke, who reportedly 
retweeted a post that included a reply 
indicating that Israel was behind the attacks in 
Lebanon and neighboring Syria.

Weaponizing ordinary 
devices violates 
international law, United 
Nations rights chief  
says

Biden says 'working' to get 
people back to homes on 
Israel-Lebanon border

Washington .Ukra in i an  P re s iden t  
Volodymyr Zelenskyy will travel to 

they fit into the broader strategy for the farther into Russia.Zelenskyy is notably Washington next Thursday for talks with 
war.US officials said they have asked meeting separately with Harris, who is President Joe Biden and Vice President 
Ukraine to spell out more clearly its looking to succeed Biden.She last met Kamala Harris as he presses for the US to 
c o m b a t  o b j e c t i v e s  s h o u l d  t h e  with the Urainian president in July at an allow Ukraine to use Western-provided 
administration green light loosening international gathering in Switzerland to weapons to strike deeper into Russia.“I’m 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  l o n g - r a n g e  discuss the war, shortly before Biden looking forward to hosting my friend 
weaponry.Administration officials are announced he was abandoning his bid for President Zelenskyy of Ukraine next week 
concerned that loosening restrictions reelection and endorsed Harris.Former at the White House,” Biden said in 
would have limited impact and come with President Donald Trump has repeatedly message posted on X. “During his visit, 
great risk. Russian President Vladimir said that he would move to quickly end the I’ll reaffirm America’s commitment to 
Putin last week warned that Russia would war should he win the November election.supporting Ukraine as it defends its 

His running mate, Senator JD Vance, said in be “at war” with the United States and its freedom and independence.”The Biden 
a recent interview with the “Shawn Ryan NATO allies if they allow Ukraine to use administration still is not convinced that it 
Show” that Trump’s plan would include the long-range weapons.should give Ukraine the authority to 

US defense officials have repeatedly argued establishing a “demilitarized zone,” and launch long-range missiles deeper into 
that the long-range missiles are limited in Ukraine would not reclaim territory that Russia, and US officials say they are 
number and that Ukraine already is using Russia occupies and would agree not to seeking more detailed information about 
its own long-range drones to hit targets join NATO.how Kyiv would use the weapons and how 

we like to do,” Jensson said. “In this case, minister to appoint a task force to study 
as you can see in the picture, the bear was the issue, the institute said. The task force 
very close to a summer house. There was concluded that killing vagrant bears was 
an old woman in there.”The owner, who the most appropriate response.
was alone, was frightened and locked The group said the nonnative species posed 
herself upstairs as the bear rummaged a threat to people and animals, and the 
through her garbage, Jensson said. She cost of returning them to Greenland, 
contacted her daughter in Reykjavik, the about 300 kilometers (180 miles) away, 
nation’s capital, by satellite link, and was exorbitant. It also found there was a 
called for help.“She stayed there,” healthy bear population in east 
Jensson said, adding that other summer Greenland where any bear was likely to 
residents in the area had gone home. “She have come from.The young bear, which 
knew the danger.”Polar bears are not weighed between 150 and 200 kilograms 

bears from 1870 to 2014 in Canada, native to Iceland but occasionally come (300 to 400 pounds), will be taken to the 
Greenland, Norway, Russia, and United ashore after traveling on ice floes from institute to study. Scientists took samples 
States — which killed 20 people and injured Greenland, according to Anna Sveinsd³ttir, from the bear Friday.They will be checking 
63 — 15 occurred in the final five years of director of scientific collections at the for parasites and infections and evaluating London. A rare polar bear that was spotted that period.The bear shot on Thursday was Icelandic Institute of Natural History. Many its physical condition, such as the health of outside a cottage in a remote village in the first one seen in the country since 2016. icebergs have been spotted off the north its organs and percentage of body fat, Iceland was shot by police after being Sightings are relatively rare with only 600 coast in the last few weeks.Although attacks Sveinsd³ttir said. The pelt and skull may be considered a threat, authorities said recorded in Iceland since the ninth by polar bears on humans are extremely rare, preserved for the institute’s collection.A Friday.The bear was killed Thursday century.While the bears are a protected a study in Wildlife Society Bulletin in 2017 Coast Guard helicopter surveyed the area afternoon in the northwest of Iceland after species in Iceland and it’s forbidden to kill said that the loss of sea ice from global where the bear was found to look for others police consulted the Environment Agency, one at sea, they can be killed if they pose a warming has led more hungry bears to land, but didn’t find any, police said.After the shot which declined to have the animal relocated, threat to humans or livestock.After two putting them in greater chance of conflicts bear was taken away, the woman who Westfjords Police Chief Helgi Jensson told bears arrived in 2008, a debate over killing with humans and leading to a greater risk to reported it decided to stay longer in the The Associated Press.“It’s not something the threatened species led the environment both.Of 73 documented attacks by polar village, Jensson said.

death and suffered a wound to his right presidents and vice presidents.
ear."While some members of the advance The bill now awaits a vote in the Senate and 
team were very diligent, there was a signature by President Joe Biden before 
complacency on the part of others that led to it becomes law.Rowe said that Trump is 
a breach of security protocols."Among the now being given the same levels of 
failures identified by Rowe were poor protection as the president.The increased 
communication with local law enforcement, demand for security came into sharp 
an "over-reliance" on mobile devices focus again after a second apparent 
"resulting in information being siloed" and assassination attempt on Trump's life at 
line of sight issues, which "were his golf course in West Palm Beach, 
acknowledged but not properly mitigated." Florida last weekend."What occurred on 

"At approximately 18:10 local time, by a Sunday demonstrates that the threat Service personnel.Secret Service director 
phone call, the Secret Service security room environment in which the Secret Service Kimberly Cheatle resigned in the aftermath 
calls the counter-sniper response agent operates is tremendous," Rowe said.The of the dramatic incident, and several Secret 
reporting an individual on the roof of the gunman in Florida did not have a line of Washington, The US Secret Service on Service agents have been put on leave.Rowe 
AGR building," Rowe recounted. sight on the former president and failed to Friday detailed a litany of failures said the Secret Service needed additional 

fire a shot before he was discovered and "That vital piece of information was not uncovered by its review of the attempted funding, personnel and equipment to 
arrested, officials say.Trump has sought relayed over the Secret Service radio assassination of former president Donald complete a "paradigm shift...from a state of 
political advantage by blaming - without network."Two attendees of the rally in Trump at a rally in July. reaction to a state of readiness."The US 
evidence - Biden and Democratic election Butler, Pennsylvania were injured by House of Representatives unanimously Shooter Thomas Matthew Crooks was able to 
rival Kamala Harris for fuelling motivation gunfire and a third, 50-year-old firefighter passed a bill on Friday to boost Secret open fire from a nearby rooftop at the 
behind the plots, citing their "rhetoric" about Corey Comperatore, died as a result. Service protection for presidential outdoor event held by Republican election 
him endangering democracy.Crooks was shot dead on the roof by Secret candidates to the same level as sitting candidate Trump, who narrowly escaped 

ZThe bear was killed Thursday 

afternoon in the northwest of  

Iceland after police consulted 

the Environment Agency, 

which declined to have the 

animal relocated, police told 

Associated Press.

ZUS officials said they have 
asked Ukraine to spell out 
more clearly its combat 
objectives should the 
administration green light 
loosening restrictions on 
long-range weaponry.

ZUS Secret Service Acting Director 
Ronald Rowe Jr. said that while 
some members of  the advance 
team were very diligent, there 
was complacency on the part of  
others that led to a breach of  
security protocols.
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The board approved seeking 

enabling authorisation from 

the shareholders to raise up 

to Rs 3,000 crore by making 

a qualified institutional 

placement (QIP).

The central bank points 

towards increased hiring 

activities across sectors 

ahead of  festive season.

cash reserves to support its 
future growth plans, it said. The 
company plans to utilise the 
fresh funds to strategically 
scale operations, with a key 
focus on consolidation in the 
education market.“Prateek and 
I are excited to partner with 
H o r n b i l l  C a p i t a l  a n d  
Lightspeed Venture Partners in 
this journey, and we deeply 
appreciate the continued trust 

N E W  D E L H I .  E d t e c h  f i r m  from WestBridge and GSV,” 
PhysicsWallah said on Friday it has PhysicsWallah Founder and 
raised USD 210 million in a funding CEO Alakh Pandey said.
round led by Hornbill Capital at a 2.5 The funding for the company 
times higher valuation of USD 2.8 comes at a time when it expects 
billion. Lightspeed Venture Partners, amidst challenging times for the to become absolutely profitable in the 
along with existing investors GSV edTech sector, showcasing the financial year 2025.“This new round 
and WestBridge, also participated in unwavering confidence of both of funding will enable us to expand 
the funding round. The company at existing and new investors in our reach, enhance our technological 
the end of its previous funding was PhysicsWallah’s growth and its capabilities, and continue delivering 
v a l u e d  a t  U S D  1 . 1  mission to democratise education unparalleled learning experiences,” 
billion.“PhysicsWallah’s funding across India,” the company said.The PhysicsWallah, Co-founder, Prateek 
round serves as a beacon of optimism funding is expected to bolster PW Maheshwari said.

Anil Ambani invests Rs 1,100 
crore in Reliance Infrastructure

PhysicsWallah raises USD 210 million, 
valuation jumps 2.5x to USD 2.8 billion

measures, which have been in place EU products, with plans to raise 
since 2018 have drastically reduced tariffs on these imports. The tariff 
India’s export volumes to the EU, increases will be proportional to the 
causing significant financial losses. trade losses incurred due to the EU’s 

safeguard measures and may be According to Ajay Srivastava, founder, 
adjusted in response to future Global Trade Research Initiative 
developments. India’s response (GTRI), the EU’s safeguard measures 
comes after the EU extended its are designed to protect its domestic 
safeguard measures, which were steel industry from an oversupply of 
originally set to expire in June 2024, cheaper imports. These measures 
for an additional two years until June apply to 26 categories of steel 
2026.India had earlier imposed products, including non-alloy and 
retaliatory tariffs on imports from the NEW DELHI. India is likely to impose alloy hot-rolled sheets, cold-rolled 
United States on 16 June 2019 after higher import duty on specific goods sheets, metallic coated sheets, organic 
the US imposed tariffs on Indian from the European Union (EU) in coated sheets, and other key steel 
steel and aluminium. The US had retaliation to the EU's extension of products.The EU has established USD 4.412 billion from 2018 to 2023. In 

imposed a 25% tariff on steel and a 10% safeguard duties on 26 steel items, import quotas for each steel product by this period, the EU has collected duties 
tariff on aluminum imports from several significantly impacting India’s steel country, with in-quota imports facing a amounting to USD 1.103 billion on 
countries, including India, citing national exports. The safeguard duty will remain 0% duty. However, once imports exceed Indian steel exports.In response, India 
security concerns. In retaliation, India in place until June 2026.India's steel the quota, an out-of-quota duty of 25% is ha s  no t i f i ed  t he  Wor ld  Trade  
raised tariffs on 28 U.S. products, industry is already struggling with cheap imposed. The quota amounts vary Organization (WTO) on 17 September 
including almonds, apples, walnuts, imports from China and is facing depending on the product category and 2024 of its intention to take retaliatory 
chickpeas, and certain chemicals. India's challenges in meeting the requirements of the exporting country.For India, these action under Article 12.5 of the 
retaliatory tariffs were aimed at offsetting the EU's Carbon Border Adjustment safeguard measures have been costly. Agreement on Safeguards.According to 
the impact of the U.S. tariffs on Indian Mechanism (CBAM), set to take effect in India estimates that its steel exports to the GTRI, India’s proposed action involves 
steel and aluminum exports.January 2026. The EU’s safeguard EU have faced a cumulative trade loss of suspending trade concessions on selected 

India to take retaliatory measures 
against EU’s safeguard duty on steel

Household spends expected 
to grow faster, says RBI

metros but in tier 2 and 3 cities as 
well.Logistics hiring is also rising to support 
increased transportation, warehousing and 
delivery activities. Citing a Team Lease 
Services report, RBI says 62% companies 
across telecom, internet service providers and 
allied industries intend to expand their 
workforce in this year.The RBI blamed the 
marginal increase in inflation in August to an 
unfavourable base effect of around 5 bps while 
the index remained unchanged at the previous 

NEW DELHI. Household consumption is all set month’s level (zero momentum). However, it 
to grow faster in the second quarter amid said that headline CPI inflation coming below 
easing retail inflation, and a revival in rural the Reserve Bank’s target for the second 
demand, the RBI said on Friday in its Monthly consecutive month in August is a positive 
Bulletin for September. Retail inflation in July development.Though it sounded cautious as 
and August remained below 4% (3.6% in July some vegetable price shocks have begun to 
and 3.65% in August), even if it showed slight reverse, and an unfavourable base effect may 
uptick in the latter month.As per the RBI haunt the September inflation number.The RBI 
bulletin, the demand for fast-moving consumer report attributes the robustness in private 
goods (FMCG) is also accelerating as investment to capital investments made 
companies target older customers with healthy towards energy transition. “…energy 
lifestyle products in response to rising transition has accelerated in recent years, with 
longevity and affluence and younger ones with the pace of clean technology deployment and 
premiumisation.The central bank points capital investment surging to record levels,” 
towards increased hiring activities across says the report.
sectors ahead of festive season. This, it says, is Increased hiring activities across sectors
also likely to push up consumption. E- The central bank points towards increased hiring 
commerce majors have ramped up hiring activities across sectors ahead of festive 
ahead of the festival season, not just in the season. 

NEW DELHI. Vodafone Idea (Vi) on Friday 
announced that its equipment deals with vendors 
for the expansion of its 4G and 5G network 
infrastructure are in the final stages and go ahead 
with its plan to raise Rs 45,000 crore from the 
market through equity and debt.

The statement comes in light of the Supreme 
Court’s dismissal of the telcos’ petitions seeking 
a re-computation of adjusted gross revenue 
(AGR) dues. Following the court’s decision, 
Vodafone Idea is now liable to pay nearly Rs 
70,000 crore in AGR to the Department of 
Telecommunications (DoT).Vodafone Idea will 
host a conference call with its senior 
management on Monday to provide updates on 
recent developments, the company stated.

“The equipment deals with vendors for the 
enhancement and rollout of 4G and 5G network 
infrastructure is now in the final stages of 
discussions and Vi will close the agreements 
soon,” said a spokesperson of Vodafone Idea. 
Following the court’s ruling, shares of Vi 
plummeted by 20% on Thursday, reaching a 52-
week low of Rs 10.33. However, on Friday, the 
shares closed on a positive note, ending the day 
on the NSE at Rs 10.52, up by 1.35%.

The telco on Friday said its next step is securing 
debt funding, and it is in active discussions with 
multiple banks. “We had shared a target of 
raising Rs 45,000 crore via equity and debt. We 
have already raised Rs 18,000 crore in India’s 
largest FPO and preferential issuance of equity 
shares worth Rs 2,080 crore to ABG entity 
(promoter group). .”

Company says next step is securing debt funding
The telco on Friday said its next step is securing 

debt funding, and it is in active discussions with 
multiple banks. Vodafone Idea will host a 
conference call with its senior management on 
Monday to provide updates on recent 
developments, the company stated.

BENGALURU. IT companies are resuming their 
campus recruitment drives after a nearly year-long 
hiatus amid signs of revival in business. IT firms are 
tapping into these colleges for skilled programmers and 
digital specialists who command salaries in the range of 
Rs 6 to 9 lakh, rather than entry-level roles where 
salaries are much lower.

Companies such as IBM, Infosys, TCS, and LTIMindtree 
have visited campuses for an initial phase of 
placements, which began in July. While TCS has said it 
will hire 40,000 freshers, Infosys has planned to recruit 
15,000 to 20,000 fresh graduates from colleges and 
through off-campus drives. In FY24, Infosys had 
11,900 campus recruits in the 2023-24 financial year, a 
76% drop compared to the 50,000 freshers it hired in the 
year-ago period.

"After a break of one year, we will return to the campuses 
with which we have partnerships. Additionally, we will 
look at off-campus hiring to onboard the same number 
for next year as well," Wipro HR head Saurabh Govil 
said.

IT cos returning to campuses 
after gap year

Vi to go ahead with 
expansion, fundraising plan

NEW DELHI. Promoters Anil 
Ambani and family have invested 
Rs 1,104 crore in the Rs 3,014 
crore preferential share issue of 
Reliance Infrastructure. Ambani 
and his family, which holds 
21.34% in the company has made 
the investment through Risee 
Infinity Private Limited. Risee will 
subscribe to 4.60 crore shares of 
Reliance Infrastructure.The other 
major investors, which subscribed 
the preferential issue include convertible into equity shares at a 
Fortune Financial & Equities Services, price of Rs 240 per Share/warrant.
which invested Rs 1,058 crore by statement, it said the issue will enhance The issue will enhance the promoters’ 
subscribing to 4.41 crore equity shares. the company’s net worth from over Rs equity stake. The board approved 
Florintree Innovations will invest Rs 9,000 crore to over Rs 12,000 crore. seeking enabling authorisation from 
852 crore for 3.55 crore shares.The The company has near zero debt.the shareholders to raise up to Rs 3,000 
Board of Directors of Reliance crore  by making a  qual i f ied  “The enanced capital will support the 
Infrastructure on Thursday approved institutional placement (QIP). company’s participation in high 
raising of Rs 3,014 crore by growth sectors to aid the Government’s The issue proceeds would be utilised for 
preferential issue of up to 12.56 crore vision of ‘Make In India’ and Viksit the expansion of business operations 
equity shares and /or warrants Bharat,” says the company.and for general corporate purposes. In a 

Indian Markets See Renewed 
Buying After Fed Rate Cut, 
Bullish Momentum To 
Continue

Mumbai. After a sideways start, the Indian benchmark 
indices gained momentum this week after a surprise 50 
bps rate cut by the US Fed Reserve, as Sensex crossed 
84,000 for the first time and Nifty hit a new all-time 
high.As per market watchers, the apprehension of a 
slowdown in growth was eased slightly after the lower-
than-expected US jobless claim and data pointed to a 
soft landing of the US economy at the start of the rate cut 
cycle.The ongoing bullish momentum is like to take 
Nifty towards 25,900-26,000 levels. On the upside, 
26,000 will act as an immediate hurdle for Nifty.

“On the downside, 25,500 will serve as an immediate 
support for Nifty followed by 15-DEMA support, which 
is placed near 25,300 levels. As long as Nifty stays 
above 25,600, a 'Buy on Dips' strategy is advisable for 
traders,” said Hrishikesh Yedve from Asit C Mehta 
Investment Interrmediates.Following the Fed's rate cut, 
Indian markets have seen renewed buying interest, 
particularly in sectors that had previously experienced 
selling pressure.“The resilience of the Indian markets is 
providing additional strength to the rupee. Key support 
levels for the rupee are seen at 83.60-83.65, while 
resistance lies in the range of 83.40-83.30,” said Jateen 
Trivedi from LKP Securities.The rupee traded 
positively with gains of 0.10 at 83.53, supported by 
continued weakness in the dollar index, which is trading 
at 52-week lows.Analysts saw a sectorial rotation 
among investors to large caps, especially in 
consumption, staples, auto, finance, and reality.

In the short term, investors are being cautious on export-
oriented sectors like pharma and IT due to depreciation 
in the dollar, they added.Gold traded very positively, 
reaching an all-time high in Comex above $2,610, 
driven by strong liquidity inflows from the US Fed 
following a significant rate cut.

NEW DELHI. The Vivad se Vishwas scheme will come 
into effect on October 1, 2024, the finance ministry said 
in a notification. The scheme will provide taxpayers 
with an opportunity to settle ongoing tax disputes.

The new initiative follows the positive feedback received 
from the first tranche of the scheme, which was 
launched in 2020. “The central government hereby 
appoints the 1st day of October 2024 as the date on 
which the Direct Tax Vivad Se Vishwas Scheme 2024 
shall come into force,” the notification said.

The initial ‘Vivad se Vishwas’ scheme saw about 1 lakh 
taxpayers participating, resulting in the government 
collecting nearly Rs 75,000 crore in taxes. As per 
Karishma R Phatarphekar, Partner, Deloitte India, with 
tax payment rates set to increase by 10% starting 
January 1, 2025, it is crucial for companies to evaluate 
their pending income tax litigations from both a cost-
benefit standpoint and a broader non-tax perspective.

Vivad se Vishwas 2 to come 
into effect from October 1

SC asks SpiceJet to return 
three engines to lessors

For India, these safeguard 

measures have been costly. India 

estimates that its steel exports 

to the EU have faced a cumulative 

trade loss of  USD 4.412 billion 

from 2018 to 2023.

NEW DELHI. In a setback for SpiceJet, the Supreme 
Court on Friday in its order upheld the Delhi High 
Court’s decision and directed SpiceJet to ground and 
return three aircraft engines to their lessors, following 
the airline’s failure to comply with a previous order 
regarding payment.SpiceJet is reported to owe about 
USD 6.09 million to its lessors. Refusing to modify 
the HC’s order, the apex court reiterated that the order 
explicitly outlines the consequences of non-payment, 
which includes grounding the aircraft. “We see no 
reason to interfere with the high court order,” the 
Supreme Court’s three-judge bench, led by CJI D Y 
Chandrachud, observed.

Earlier, the HC on September 11 held that the carrier had 
violated an agreed interim arrangement for payment 
of dues and upheld an order of a single-judge bench 
asking the low-cost airline to ground the three engines 
for defaulting on the payments.

A SpiceJet spokesman said it is in talks with the aircraft 
lessor to reach an amicable settlement. 2 of the 3 
engines in question are already grounded, and our 
operations remain completely normal and 
unaffected,” it said.

The funding for the 

company comes at a time 

when it expects to 

become profitable in the 

financial year 2025.
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New Delhi 

year when Devang became coach. Bhaskar 
was the other candidate but he will be fitted 
in as one of three selectors," a senior DDCA 
official told PTI on conditions of anonymity.

The 44-year-old Sarandeep, who played three 
Tests and 5 ODIs for India between 2000 and 
2003, was a national selector from North 
Zone under MSK Prasad.While his 
credentials as a senior-level coach are 
unknown, it is understood that he has 
managed institutional teams in the past.

Meanwhile, former India batter and Punjab's 
Former India off-spinner and only Ranji Trophy-winning captain Malhotra will be the mentor of the women's national selector Sarandeep Singh will be Gursharan Singh has been recommended for team. Last year's coach Devang Gandhi, the new head coach of Delhi's senior team the chairman of selection committee's who made quite an impression on both the for the upcoming domestic season. He was post.While in the BCCI the cut-off age for seniors and juniors in the team will not be appointed by the three-member Cricket national selectors is kept at 60, there is no available this season for personal reasons Advisory Committee (CAC) of the state such rule in state cricket, and the 61-year-old and didn't apply for the coach's post.It is unit. Sarandeep will be assisted by bowling Gursharan has always been a part of the understood that the CAC comprising former coach V Aravind and batting coach Bantu DDCA system, from junior coach to senior India players Surinder Khanna, Nikhil Singh, both of them continuing from last selector and at times also a member of CAC.Chopra and Anjali Malhotra had two choices year.In a new position created by the Delhi It is understood that Bhaskar and former Delhi for the top job --- Sarandeep and former & District Cricket Association (DDCA), the keeper-batter Rajiv Vinayak will be the Delhi coach KP Bhaskar."The apex council senior men's team will have two mentors -- other two selectors if the CAC's has approved Sarandeep's name for the head Atul Wassan for the white ball and Robin recommendation is adhered to.coach's post. His name was also there last Singh Junior for the red ball. Reema 

haven’t been easy to bat on."Also some 
of the tracks that India have played on. 
It’s not been easy. Plus I know a few 
dismissals where like Shubman Gill in 
the first innings, he’s gotten caught 
down leg wide. Funny dismissals. 
He’ll be aware of it. That’s for sure. 
There is no batter who doesn’t 
remember. Obviously you find a 
method of finding a solution. Find out 
what works for you and stick with 
that," he added.and advised him to use his feet to unsettle the 

spinners."He has [gotten out to spinners] Kohli's dismal run in Tests since 2021In Asia, New Delhi. Former India cricketer and head 
especially in the last 2-3 years. But he has Kohli has played 14 Test matches since 2021 coach Ravi Shastri has some up with an 
scored a lot of runs too. What you want to see and scored just 654 runs from 23 innings at advice for star India batter Virat Kohli who’s 
him do more is use his feet. Get to the pitch an average of 29.72 with one hundred and been struggling against spin in recent times 
of the ball, probably employ the sweep. two half centuries to his name. His numbers in Test cricket. Kohli got dismissed for 18th 
You’ve got to move with the times, don’t be have dipped significantly in Test cricket time against spin since 2021 on Day 2 of the 
afraid to go over the top when the field is up. since 2021 as the India star has accumulated ongoing first Test against Bangladesh.
You could try and do things to unsettle the just 1669 runs from 51 innings at an average The right-handed batter missed a straight 
spinners rather than allowing him to keep of 32.72 and registered eight half centuries delivery while trying to work the ball 
bowling at you. It’s what he did a lot when he and two hundreds.Kohli will be eager to towards the on side and was adjudged lbw. 
scored a lot of runs," said Shastri on improve his numbers as India have However, replays showed that Kohli had 
commentary.Further speaking ahead, important series coming up against New edged the ball onto his pads but didn’t opt for 
Shastri mentioned how the tracks prepared Zealand and Australia where his experience DRS. Reflecting on his dismissal, Shastri 
for India’s home Tests in recent times will be desperately needed by the team.mentioned Kohli’s weakness against spin 

Ravi Shastri's advice to struggling Virat 
Kohli: 'You've got to move with time'

New Delhi  Indian wicketkeeper Rishabh Pant 
put the disappointment of his first-innings 
failure behind him to celebrate his Test 
comeback with a superb second-innings 
half-century against Bangladesh in the first 
Test in Chennai on Saturday. Pant's 12th fifty 
in Test cricket, came after a long gap of 639 
days, following his recovery from a near-
fatal accident. He reached the 50-run mark in 
88 balls, showcasing his trademark 
aggressive stroke play.Pant's previous Test 
fifty was scored on December 23, 2022, 
against Bangladesh at Shere-e-Bangla 
Stadium in Mirpur. His remarkable 
comeback journey began with an impressive 
run in IPL 2024, where he was the top scorer 
for Delhi Capitals. His strong IPL 
performance earned him a spot in India's T20 
World Cup squad, where he stood out with 
171 runs in nine matches during the marquee 
event in the USA and the West Indies.In this 

Test match, Pant fell short of a fifty in the 
first innings but played a crucial role with a 
knock of 39 (52) alongside opener Yashasvi 
Jaiswal. However, his second-innings fifty 
underlined his ability to play under pressure. 
His innings included a signature one-handed 
six and a precise paddle sweep, displaying 
the audacity and flair he's known for.

Pant reached his milestone on the third day of 
the Test, displaying his aggressive stroke 
play. In the 40th over of India's second 
innings, facing Mehidy Hasan Miraz, he 
charged down the pitch and lofted the ball 
over long-off for six, despite losing the grip 
of his bottom hand. In the following over, he 
executed a well-timed paddle sweep, adding 
two more runs to move closer to his fifty. 
Finally, in the 44th over, a single off Miraz 
brought up his 12th Test half-century, 
marking a significant moment in his 
comeback. Pant's return to form in red-ball 
cricket is a welcome boost for the Indian 
team as they continue their two-match Test 
series against Bangladesh.

think if you want longevity in a game, and not just physically but mentally. People will New Delhi Former Manchester City winger 
you want big players like that to be in a game eventually break down. I think when you put Shaun Wright-Phillips believes that players 
for say, many ways, as long as Ronaldo and a Club World Cup in a rest period where, voicing their concerns about the over-packed 
Messi, they weren't playing with the normally, if there are no internationals football schedule are entirely justified. In a 
schedule this demanding in many ways. It's playing, that is your brain, that's now gone. recent interaction with *India Today*, the 
hard, especially within the Premier League. I Where are these players resting and former England international discussed how 
think people forget when you come out the recovering? So then more and more people the new format of the UEFA Champions 
back of COVID. I don't think the players start to break down. But I hope it really League, along with other European 
have actually had a full summer where doesn't happen, but you can see every competitions, has significantly increased the 
they've actually shut their bodies down to possibility," Wright-Phillips added.number of games for top clubs.Wright-
rest with the international tournaments and Phillips explained that this gruelling As Wright-Phillips pointed out, elite teams 
other tournaments going on," Wright-schedule is bound to take a tremendous toll like Manchester City or Real Madrid could dominance in European football. He 
Phillips said.Many of these big names like on the players, leading to exhaustion and a end up playing around 80 matches in a single emphasised that players are only able to 
Kounde and Carvajal have even discussed higher risk of injuries. Several prominent season. In addition to expanded club perform at their best when given sufficient 
the possibility of players going on strike in players, including Dani Carvajal of Real competitions like the UEFA Champions rest. Without proper recovery, even the most 
protest. These players argue that the current Madrid, Rodri and Kevin De Bruyne of League, players are also expected to talented footballers cannot maintain their 
schedule does not consider the physical and Manchester City, and Jules Koundé of FC participate in the UEFA Nations League, peak form throughout an extended season.
mental strain they endure, which increases Barcelona, have expressed their frustrations FIFA Club World Cup, international "So in many ways, I agree with them. I think 
the likelihood of suffering serious with the packed football calendar."Well, I friendlies, and FIFA World Cup qualifiers. now, if say City or Liverpool or maybe Real 
injuries.Wright-Phillips, who once donned think, first of all, players like that play pretty The relentless schedule is a heavy burden for Madrid, I'm not sure about their schedule, 
the jersey of Manchester City, referenced the much 100% of the games, if they're not athletes who are already playing at the get to the final of everything. That's only 75 
era of Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo’s injured. I think you have to take notice. I highest level.games a season. For me, I think it's too much, 

when Zimbabwe had come to tour the 
Island nation. The first Test in Colombo, 
held from December 27 to January 1, 
2002, featured a rest day on December 30 
in observance of Poya Day, a significant 
Buddhist holiday. Despite the scheduled 
six days, the match concluded within four 
playing days, making the sixth day 
unnecessary.

What happened on Day 3 of Galle Test?
Sri Lanka appear to have the upper hand in 

the opening Test against New Zealand in 
Galle, holding a 202-run lead in their 
second innings with six wickets 
remaining. New Zealand will be relying 
on pacer William O'Rourke, who has 
already claimed three wickets in this 
innings, following his five-wicket haul in New Delhi Fans who had tuned in to see Sri 
the first.Lanka and New Zealand first Test in Galle 

their respective constituencies, exercising between Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, held in O'Rourke dismissed Pathum Nissanka may have been left a little disappointed on 
their right to participate in the election Mirpur, Dhaka, from December 26 to 31. before quickly removing Dinesh Saturday, September 21. There is no action 
process. This is the first time since 2008 Due to the election, the match was paused Chandimal and Kamindu Mendis, leaving on the supposed 'Day 4' of the Test and due 
that such an incident has happened in Test after the third day with the score at 291 for Sri Lanka at 178 for four. However, Angelo to a valid reason. Saturday is considered to 
cricket. The last time this it happened was four at stumps. Play resumed on December Mathews and Dhananjaya de Silva resisted be a 'rest day' in the Test match.
when Sri Lanka was facing Bangladesh in 30, considered the fourth day, following a the pressure, putting together a valuable The reason for both teams to call a truce on 
2008.Bangladesh’s  par l iamentary  rest day on December 29 for the election. 59-run partnership for the fifth wicket, Saturday is due to the Presidential elections 
elections were set for December 29, This was also the first time since 2001 that a holding off O'Rourke and the other Black in Sri Lanka on September 21. The players 
coinciding with the first Test match Test match in Sri Lanka has had a rest day Caps' bowlers.from the host team will cast their votes in 

'They will break down': Wright-Phillips sides 
with players on scheduling conflict

Sri Lanka vs New Zealand: Why does 
Galle Test have a rest day on Saturday

Sarandeep Singh appointed Delhi's Ranji 
coach, Gursharan Singh new chief  selector

New Delhi  Star India wicketkeeper batter 
Rishabh Pant was hilariously seen helping 
Bangladesh set the field during his batting on 
Day 3 of the first Test at MA Chidambaram 
Stadium in Chennai. Pant and Gill resumed 
India’s innings on the overnight score of 81/3 
and took the team’s past 400.

During their partnership, a hilarious moment 
was also witnessed as Pant helped 
Bangladesh set up fielding for his own 
batting. Between overs, Pant was heard on 
the stump mic saying “one fielder here” 
pointing in the direction of mid-wicket. 
Bangladesh captain Najmul Hossain Shanto 
even listened to Pant’s advice and moved the 
fielder in the same position.Pant resumed his 
innings on the overnight score of 12* (13) 
and started the day cautiously. However, at 
the other end, Gill put his wide array of 
strokes on display as he smacked back to 
back sixes against Mehidy Hasan Miraz and 
brought up his half century. Pant also found 
occasional boundaries and moved to 36 by 
the drinks break.

Gill and Pant put up 100-run stand
He also brought up his half century on his Test 

return after over 20 months and registered his 
second consecutive fifty against Bangladesh 
in as many matches. After completing their 
respective half centuries, Pant and Gill 
launched an all out attack against 
Bangladesh bowlers and completed their 
100-run partnership.

The southpaw even got a life on 71 as he was 
dropped by Bangladesh captain Najmul 
Hossain Shanto on the bowling of Shakib Al 
Hasan. Pant (86*) and Gill (82*) took India 
to lunch unscathed as they were 205/3 
leading by 432 runs. The duo extended their 
partnership to 138 leaving Bangladesh in all 
sorts of trouble.

Rishabh Pant hilariously 
helps Bangladesh to set field 

on Day 3 of 1st Test

Chennai. Veteran all-rounder Shakib Al 
Hasan scripted history on Saturday by 
becoming the oldest Bangladesh cricketer 
from his nation to feature in a Test match. 
At 37 years and 181 days, Shakib took the 
field on Day 3 of Bangladesh's first Test 
against India at Chennai, surpassing former 
left-arm spinner Mohammad Rafique, who 
was 37 years and 180 days when he last 
played a Test against South Africa in 
Chattogram back in 2008.Shakib, a 
linchpin in Bangladesh cricket for over a 
decade, added another accolade to his 
illustrious career with this achievement. 
Widely regarded as one of the best all-
rounders in the game, Shakib’s longevity 
and contribution to Bangladesh cricket 
have been remarkable. His experience 
continues to be a crucial asset for the team, 
especially in challenging contests like the 
ongoing Test against India.

While Shakib's feat is a significant 
achievement for Bangladesh, the world 

record for the oldest Test player still 
belongs to England's Wilfred Rhodes. 
Rhodes played his final Test at the age of 52 
years and 165 days in 1930 against the West 
Indies, a record that has stood the test of 
time. Notably, Rhodes also holds the record 
for the longest Test career, spanning an 
incredible 30 years and 315 days.As 
Shakib took to the field, Bangladesh found 
themselves up against a formidable Indian 
side. Shubman Gill hit his seventh Test fifty 
while Rishabh Pant was nearing his 12th 
Test fifty after resuming their innings with 
authority, propelling India to 141 for 3 after 
40 overs, extending their lead past the 350-
run mark.Earlier on Day 2, Jasprit Bumrah 
delivered a stellar bowling performance, 
claiming 4 for 50 to help India dismiss 
Bangladesh for a mere 149 runs in the first 
Test. Bangladesh, who began their innings 
facing the daunting task of responding to 
India’s solid total, struggled to gain 
momentum. Despite brief resistance from 
experienced all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan 
(32) and wicketkeeper-batter Litton Das 
(22), the visitors were unable to stave off 
India’s relentless bowling attack.

IND vs BAN: Rishabh Pant 
celebrates his Test comeback 
with superb 2nd-innings fifty

Former India cricketer and head coach 

Ravi Shastri has advised Virat Kohli to 

change his game plan while facing 

spinners after his dismissal in the second 

innings of the first Test against 

Bangladesh.

Shakib Al Hasan 
becomes oldest 

Bangladesh player to 
play Test cricket

ZFormer India cricketer 
Dinesh Karthik opined that 
India all-rounders 
Ravichandran Ashwin and 
Ravindra Jadeja will be 
valued a lot after their 
retirement.

ZFormer India off-spinner 

Sarandeep Singh has been 

appointed the head coach of  

Delhi's senior cricket team for the 

upcoming domestic season.
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