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PM Modi attacks Congress
over Ganpati Puja

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi,Sep 20: Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Friday reignited the
Ganesh Chaturthi contro-
versy, accusing the
Congress of harbouring
animosity towards the fes-
tival. He remarked that
any party with genuine
respect for India's faith
and culture would never
oppose Ganpati Puja. “A
party that has even a
shred of respect for our
faith and culture can
never oppose Ganpati
Puja. But today's
Congress harbours hatred
even for Ganpati Puja. The
land of Maharashtra is a
witness to how, during the
freedom struggle under
the leadership of
Lokmanya Tilak, the Ganpati festival
became a symbol of India's unity,” said
PM Modi. While addressing a gathering

in Maharashtra's Wardha, PM Modi
said that the current Congress is not
the same as the one associated with
leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, saying

that the soul of patriotism has left it and
hatred has taken its place. Dig deeper
The Supreme Court on Friday insisted
on having uniform safety measures for

coaching institutes on a pan-India basis
and directed a committee examining
this issue to suggest interim measures
within a month. The development

comes in wake of the tragic
death of three students at a
Delhi coaching centre on July
27. A bench headed by justice
Surya Kant said, “The unfortu-
nate incident happened in
Delhi, but this can happen else-
where. We might have thought
of expanding this matter on a
pan-India basis but now there
is a committee formed by the
Centre.” Attorney General R
Venkataramani appearing for
Centre produced the notifica-
tion appointing the committee
constituted by the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) on July
30, within days after the tragic
incident at Delhi-based Rau’s

IAS Study Circle claimed lives of three
students who drowned in the water-
logged basement of the building hous-
ing the library.

TTD says samples had ‘animal fat’, Jagan slams CM for ‘diversion politics’
Naresh Malhotra

Amaravati, Sep 20: As the Tirupati Laddoo
row snowballed into a major national contro-
versy, the temple body managing the super-
rich shrine on Friday revealed it has come
across sub-standard ghee and presence of lard
in samples tested for quality, echoing claims
first made by Andhra Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu two days ago. With the
fingers of accusation being pointed at his led
previous regime over the issue, former CM
and YSRCP president YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
described the matter as “diversion politics,”
and slammed it as a “concocted story.” The
Centre too weighed in, with Union Health
Minister JP Nadda seeking a report on the
matter from Andhra Pradesh government and
promising suitable action after examining it.
On Friday, Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams
(TTD), which manages the Sri Venkateswara
Swamy temple, asserted there was presence of
‘Lard’ (pig fat) and other impurities in the
ghee, citing a lab report. TTD Executive
Officer J Shyamala Rao said lab tests had
revealed the presence of animal fat and lard in
chosen samples and the board was in the

process of blacklisting the contractor who sup-
plied ‘adulterated’ ghee. A lab value indicated
the sample was adulterated with lard also, Rao
said while addressing a press conference in
Tirupati. “All the four reports of
samples gave similar results. So we
immediately stopped (receiving)
the supplies. And the blacklisting of
the contractor was initiated and the
procedure to impose penalties
would also be initiated. Now, the
legal process will start,” he said.
The EO highlighted that the suppli-
ers took advantage of a lack of in-
house testing facility. The TTD
administers the popular hill shrine
that attracts lakhs of devotees
throughout the year. CM Naidu had
earlier expressed concern over the
quality of ghee as well as laddoo
and highlighted complaints of the
presence of animal fat in the sweet,
Rao said. During an NDA legisla-
tive party meeting on Wednesday, Naidu, chief
of the ruling TDP, claimed that the previous
YSRCP government did not even spare Sri
Venkateswara Swamy temple and used sub-

standard ingredients and animal fat for making
the popular sweet, known for its unique taste.
Responding to the allegations, Jagan Mohan
Reddy said the adulteration issue was taken up

to divert the public attention from the state
government’s 100 days of rule. “This is diver-
sion politics. On the one hand, people are
expressing their anger at Chandrababu

Naidu’s 100 days’ rule. They are demanding
what happened to their “Super six” (poll prom-
ises). Under these circumstances, in order to
divert the public attention, this concocted

story,” he lambasted. All samples,
tests and results mentioned in lab
test reports as evidence occurred
under the NDA government, he
asserted. Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu-
based AR Dairy, a company that
supplied ghee to Tirupati Lord
Balaji temple, said their product
samples have been duly cleared by
authorities certifying its quality.
The Dindigul based firm’s
spokespersons told reporters that
only during the months of June
and July did they supply ghee to
the Tirumala temple. Even when
ghee was supplied to Tirupati tem-
ple, it was sent along with duly
accredited lab reports.
Meanwhile, Union Minister of

State for Home Bandi Sanjay Kumar requested
Naidu to take necessary measures to alleviate
concerns among the public about Tirupati lad-
doo. Andhra Pradesh deputy CM Pawan

Kalyan, in a social media post said he was
deeply disturbed by the alleged findings of ani-
mal fat mixed in Tirupati temple ‘prasadam’
(consecrated food), and called for the creation
of a national level body to look into the issues
pertaining to temples. Meanwhile, the former
chief priest of Lord Venkateswara temple,
Ramana Deekshitulu expressed anguish over
reports of adulteration in the ingredients used
for making the sacred ‘laddoo prasadam.’ He
claimed he had taken the quality-related defi-
ciencies to the notice of the Executive Officer
and TTD Board chairman but in vain. The
Congress said if claims of “desecration” of the
Tirupati laddoo are right, a full-fledged
enquiry must identify the guilty, but if they are
wrong or motivated, millions of Tirupati devo-
tees will not forgive those playing with their
faith. In a post on X, the Congress’ media and
publicity department head Pawan Khera said,
“If the claims of desecration of the Tirupati
Laddus are right, of course a full-fledged
enquiry must identify the guilty and strictest
possible punishment must be meted out BUT,
if the claims are wrong or motivated then, mil-
lions of devotees of Tirupati will not forgive
those playing with their faith.”

Maha Vikas Aghadi leaders begin final
round of seat-sharing talks

Navdeep Singh Sahni
Mubai,Sep.20: With more than a fort-

night to go for the announcement of the
schedule for the Maharashtra Assembly
polls, the Opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi
leaders – belonging to the Congress,
NCP (Sharad Pawar) and Shiv Sena
(Uddav Thackeray) – have begun
their final round of seat-sharing talks
for the polls. Given that the Election
Commission of India (ECI) is expect-
ed to announce the Assembly poll
schedule for Maharashtra and
Jharkhand in mid October after the
completion of the ongoing Assembly
polls in J & K and Karnataka, the polit-
ical parties in the state are gearing
themselves for 288-member
Maharashtra Legislative Assembly in
the end of November or early December. Not
wanting to delay further the seat-sharing tie-
up among them, the MVA leaders got down
to three-day seat-sharing negotiations which
will continue till September 20.  In the final
round of seat-sharing talks that began on

Wednesday, the three constituents of the
MVA will decide on the number of seats to be
contested by each party and the identification
of the constituencies from which each party
will field their candidates. Having emerged as
the number-one party in the recent Lok

Sabha polls, the Congress has staked claim
for a maximum of 120 to 130 seats out of the
total 288 seats. All the three MVA con-
stituents have expressed their readiness to
adopt a “give and take” approach in the seat-
sharing talks. The criteria being adopted for
the seat-sharing arrangement are the per-

formances of the three parties in the recent
Lok Sabha polls, the base of the three parties
in the respective constituencies and the
“winnability” factor. On its part, the Shiv
Sena (UBT) is insisting that it be allotted
maximum number of seats and that the

“winnability” factor should be only
criterion for the seat-sharing tie-up.
Shiv Sena’s chief spokesperson has
gone on record saying that his party’s
votes were transferred in a big way to
the candidates belonging to the
Congress and NCP( SP).     In an
effort to avoid differences over the
leadership during the seat-sharing
talks, the three MVA constituents
have decided to go to the Assembly
polls under the joint leadership of
three parties. It may be recalled that

on September 4, NCP (SP) chief Sharad
Pawar – who is considered the architect of
the MVA – had said that the Opposition’s
grand alliance would declare  its nominee
for the chief minister’s post based on which
constituent party wins the maximum seats
in the State Assembly polls. 

Rahul Gandhi reacts to alleged use of ‘animal fat’ in Tirupati Laddu
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Sep 20: Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams, which manages the tem-
ple, asserted there was presence of 'Lard'
(pig fat) and other impurities in the ghee,
citing a lab report. Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Friday expressed con-
cern over reports of adulteration in the
famed Tirupati laddu, a sacred offering
distributed at the Sri Venkateshwara
temple in Andhra Pradesh. Taking to
social media, Gandhi called for a thor-
ough investigation into the issue,
stressing the need to maintain the sanc-
tity of religious spaces. In a post on X,
Gandhi said, "The reports about the
defilement of the Prasad at Sri
Venkateshwara temple in Tirupati are
disturbing. Lord Balaji is a revered
deity for millions of devotees in India
and across the world. This issue will hurt
every devotee and needs to be thoroughly
looked into." Gandhi's comments come
amid a growing national controversy sur-

rounding the alleged use of animal fat in
the preparation of the laddu, a symbolic
offering at the hill shrine. He urged
authorities to act promptly, adding,
"Authorities across India have to protect
the sanctity of our religious spaces." The

controversy erupted after Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu raised concerns about the quality of
ingredients used in the laddu. Naidu
alleged that under the previous YSRCP-

led administration, there had been a fail-
ure to maintain quality standards, with
reports of animal fat and other impurities
found in the ghee used for preparing the
laddus. The allegations sparked outrage
across the country, with devotees voicing
their distress over the possible desecra-
tion of the revered offering. The
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD),
the governing body of the temple, said
that lab tests had confirmed the presence
of lard (pig fat) and other impurities in
the ghee supplied by a contractor. TTD
Executive Officer J. Shyamala Rao said
that four separate lab reports had yielded
similar results, leading the board to halt
supplies from the implicated contractor
and begin the process of blacklisting
them. "All the four reports of samples
gave similar results," said Rao during a

press conference in Tirupati. “We immedi-
ately stopped receiving the supplies.
Blacklisting of the contractor is underway,
and penalties will be imposed. Now, the
legal process will start.” Union health

minister J P Nadda requested a detailed
report on the matter from the Andhra
Pradesh government, while Union food
minister Pralhad Joshi called for a full
investigation into the allegations. YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) has denied any
wrongdoing, with former chief minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy dismissing the
claims as "diversion politics." He accused
Naidu of using the controversy to shift
public attention away from dissatisfaction
with his administration. "On the one hand,
people are expressing their anger at
Chandrababu Naidu's 100 days' rule.
They are demanding what happened to
their "Super six" (poll promises). Under
these circumstances, in order to divert
the public attention, this concocted story,"
Reddy charged. Tamil Nadu-based AR
Dairy, one of the companies accused of
supplying the adulterated ghee, defended
the quality of their product, insisting that
all ghee supplied to the temple had been
certified by accredited labs and met the
required standards.

We have never implemented Pak
agenda: Farooq Abdullah

ST Correspondent
Sri Nagar, Sep. 20: National Conference president

Farooq Abdullah on Friday countered Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, saying the party has never implement-
ed Pakistan's agenda. Abdullah's remarks came a day
after Prime Minister Modi said the NC, People's
Democratic Party (PDP) and Congress were imple-
menting the neighbouring country's agenda in Jammu
and Kashmir. "We have never implemented Pakistan's

agenda. It is regrettable that those who accuse us are
implementing Pakistan's agenda. What can we do to
them?" the NC president told reporters in Hazratbal.
Apparently referring to Baramulla Lok Sabha MP
Sheikh Abdul Rashid, popularly known as Engineer
Rashid whom the NC and PDP have accused of being
the BJP's agent to fragment votes in the Kashmir val-
ley, Abdullah said those who accuse his party of imple-
menting Pakistan's agenda were standing with those
who got funds from Pakistan. "They themselves are
Pakistan's agents.

Can prosecute Lalu Prasad
in land-for-jobs case

New Delhi, Sep 20: The CBI told a Delhi court on
Friday that it has obtained requisite sanctions from the
authorities concerned to prosecute former railway minis-
ter Lalu Prasad in a corruption case related to the alleged
land-for-jobs scam. The CBI filed the sanctions before
Special Judge Vishal Gogne. It informed the court that
there were around 30 other accused in the case for whom
prosecution sanction was awaited, and urged it to grant
15 more days to enable it to obtain the requisite docu-
ments. The court directed the CBI to expedite the
process to obtain the sanctions for the other accused and
posted the matter for further hearing on October 15. The
case pertains to Group-D appointments made in the West
Central Zone of the Railways based in Jabalpur, Madhya
Pradesh, during Lalu Prasad's tenure as the railway min-
ister from 2004 to 2009, in return for land parcels gifted or
transferred by the recruits in the name of the RJD chief's
family or associates, according to officials.

3 FIRs filed in Chhattisgarh against
Rahul for remarks on Sikhs

New Delhi, Sep 20: Three FIRs have been
registered against Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi in parts of Chhattisgarh for allegedly
hurting the religious sentiments of the Sikh
community through his remarks made dur-
ing the recent US visit, the police said on
Friday. While two cases — one at the Civil
Lines police station in capital Raipur and
another at the Bilaspur Civil Lines police sta-
tion in Bilaspur district — were registered on
Thursday, an FIR was filed at the Kotwali
police station in Durg district on Friday, they
said. The cases were registered based on the
complaints lodged by BJP leaders. Similar
complaints have been submitted at police sta-
tions in other districts of the state, too, by rul-
ing party leaders. In all these cases, he has
been booked under various Sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. State BJP
spokesperson Amarjeet Singh Chhabra, in
his complaint lodged in Raipur, stated that
Rahul Gandhi remarked whether Sikhs
would be allowed to wear a turban or a 'kada'
and go to gurdwaras in India. His statement
had hurt the religious sentiments of the
Sikhs, Chhabra said in the complaint. "In the
entire world, and even in India, the Sikh com-
munity is not prohibited from wearing a tur-
ban, a 'kada' and visiting gurdwaras. 

Sanjay Kumar
Karnal, Sep 20: Former chief minister and

Union Power Minister Manohar Lal Khattar on
Friday rallied the party’s workers and leaders to
support Jagmohan Anand, the party’s candidate
from the Karnal assembly segment. He held a

series of meetings with various sections of society.
He also promised an Industrial Model Township
(IMT) to boost the city’s global industrial competi-
tiveness. “We will establish IMT in Karnal to pro-
vide world-class services and facilities, putting the
city on the global map of industrial competitive-
ness,” Khattar said during a meeting with intellec-
tuals and media persons. Khattar, a two-time MLA

and current MP from Karnal, highlighted his con-
nection with the people and assured accelerated
development if BJP’s MLA is re-elected. He criti-
cised Congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s visit to
Ghogripur village, calling selfie-taking “inappropri-
ate”. Khattar also commented on Congress MP

Kumari Selja’s campaign absence,
saying it’s an internal dispute. Khattar
clarified that Karnal’s connection to
Ladwa won’t change and criticised
Congress leaders Shamsher Singh
Gogi and Neeraj Sharma for prioritis-
ing personal interests. BJP’s Haryana
campaign will continue with rallies by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, JP
Nadda, Amit Shah, and other senior
leaders. Regarding former council-
lors joining the Congress, Khattar
said, “We don’t pressure anyone. If
someone finds our work unsatisfacto-
ry and prefers the Congress, they’re
free to make their choice.
Nevertheless, we’ll make an effort to

engage with them in dialogue.” Later, Khattar met
with former councillors, urging them to ensure the
victory of Jagmohan Anand, the party’s candidate
in Karnal. Subsequently, Sonu, brother of former
councillor Ram Chander Kala, joined BJP in
Khattar’s presence at the party’s Karna Kamal
office.

Khattar rallies party workers, promises
Industrial Model Township in Karnal





Ghaziabad. A 22-year-old man, who getting late for work, Kaif decided to department after the victim's family 
had stopped over to help an elderly help the senior citizen, later identified submitted a complaint at Masuri 
person he found writhing in pain after as  Chand Mohammad, f i rs t .  police station.Kaif's father Zulfikar 
suffering an electric shock on a road, Eyewitnesses told us that an 11kV said the high-tension power line was 
died when he also accidentally power line was hanging a few feet hanging low for a long time. 
touched the low-hanging high- above the ground where the elderly "Multiple complaints had been 
tension wire near Ganga canal in man was sitting. It seems that while submitted but no action was taken. If 
Masuri on Thursday.A 26-second attending to the man, Kaif's chest the department had taken their work 
video, possibly shot by passersby and accidentally also touched the cable seriously, my son would be alive 
shared on social media, shows sparks leading to electrocution," the officer today," he said.Residents of nearby 
flying with loud explosions as the said. The body was sent for autopsy areas also told TOI that the power 
man gets charred by the high-voltage a n d  t h e  r e p o r t  i s  department has been tossing the issue 
current zapping through his body. awaited.Mohammad, who also between its Ghaziabad and Hapur 

suffered some burns, is out of danger, units so far.ulandshahr's PVVNL A daily wage labourer, Mohammad 
police said. He had gone fishing in chief engineer Rajiv Aggarwal told Kaif of Masuri's Nahal village was on 
the Ganga canal when he had touched TOI that Kaif allegedly came into his way to Ghaziabad for work 
the cable."Our team visited the site contact with an 11kV feeder, fed from around 11am on Thursday with a 
and found the cable, though not electricity distribution section 2 at cousin, Rashid, when he was 
broken, was hanging very low. Hapur under 33/11 kV substation in e l e c t r o c u t e d . A C P ( M a s u r i )  
Information has been sought from the Masuri."The 11 kV cable spans Siddharth Gautam told TOI that Kaif 
electricity department on this," the across Ganga canal and has a double got off his bike near the railway 
ACP said.An FIR was lodged under pole at one end and a single at the bridge when he saw an elderly man 
BNS section 106 (1) (causing death other end, which is further connected writhing in pain after touching the 
by negligence) against the power to an 11kV cable. high-tension wire."Though he was 

NEWS BOX

Honey trap gang busted in 
Fbd, 5 land in police net

Man stops to save sr citizen on 
road, dies after he touches wire

demands. They were insisting that Noida. Demanding power connection in the 
electricity connections be provided in the floodplain areas and withdrawal of cases 
doob area (the floodplain areas). To this, of power theft filed against them, farmers 
senior officials from the district — under the aegis of Kisan Ekta Sangh — 
administration as well as from the NPCL held a mahapanchayat and staged dharna 
explained in detail about the ban imposed at the Noida Power Company Limited 
on all activity in the floodplain areas by (NPCL) office on Thursday.Alleging that 
the NGT. Hence, nothing can be done in NPCL constantly "commits irregularities 
this regard without explicit govt orders," and sends inflated bills to the villagers", 
NCPL vice president (Operations) the farmers said if a complaint is made, an 
Sarnath Ganguly said.Secondly, the FIR is filed for power theft against 
farmers were asking for the withdrawal of them."Farmers, numbering thousands, 
all electricity theft cases.But the NPCL surrounded the head office of the NPCL 
said that there have been "no false cases" electricity company in Tugalpur area of 
of electricity theft against any farmer. Greater Noida in Gautam Budh district, 
However, if any farmer believes demanding connection in floodplain 
otherwise, they are encouraged to submit areas," Rajendra Chauhan, from Kisan 
a list of names to NPCL. It will then Ekta Sangh, said amid a huge police force 
establish a committee to review these deployed on the spot.Farmers alleged that 

Arbitrary money is also being collected," the demands were "unreasonable". As for cases and address them based on their despite paying bills on time, they are 
Chauhan said.Rights of the regional inflated bills and FIRs, it said, the discom merits, it said.The farmers' demands are being "overcharged and bills are not 
farmers were being curbed, they said, "would address genuine cases post- inappropriate. However, the NPCL is corrected". Also, unauthorised money is 
adding, they would sit in indefinite investigation"."Two rounds of talks were ready to hold another talk tomorrow with collected from them for new connections, 
protest ti l l  their demands were held today between the protesting farmers the protesting farmers to convince them," they said.No power connections are being 
met.owever, the NPCL maintained that and the NPCL. There were two key Ganguly saidgiven by NPCL in the submerged area. 

Up in arms over ‘irregularities’, 
farmers seek withdrawal of FIRs

lakh. Arif discovered only later that Gurgaon. Five persons were arrested 
Kale was a part of the gang. He alleged over the last week after Faridabad 
the gang committed similar crimes, police busted a gang involved in 
filed false rape cases, and extorted extortion through honeytraps.
money in Mujesar, Bulandshahr, and The gang used to entice men into 
some parts of Rajasthan.Police found physical relationships and then 
during the investigation that other blackmail them for money.
members of the gang — Jamshed, The arrested accused are Saniya (23), 
Irfan, and Shamshu -- committed a Reshma (45), Rahish (48), Irfan (27), 
similar fraud involving Saniya's friend and Farid (27). Saniya, her husband 
Farzana and extorted Rs 1 lakh from a Salim, uncle Rafiq, and aunt Reshma 
dhaba owner in Sector 58. Cops had led the gang comprising 10-12 
already arrested Farzana, Jamshed, members. Saniya was involved in 
I r f a n ,  a n d  S h a m s h u .  A f t e r  contacting targets and enticing them fallen in love with him.On Feb 23, she 
interrogation, Saniya, Reshma, Irfan, into physical relationships. called Arif and asked for help saying 
and Rahish were sent to jail, and Farid her husband had abused her. Arif and The arrests came after Nuh resident Arif 
will be jailed after his police remand Kale alias Mubarak went to rescue her. filed a case against Saniya on Sept 11 at 
ends. DCP (crime) Hemendra Kumar They met her near Ballabhgarh Tevatia Dhoj police station including charges 
Meena said police are making efforts to farm and took her to Nekpur village. of conspiracy, extortion, snatching, 
crack down on more such gangs. There, Saniya and Arif got intimate. and kidnapping. Arif's friend Kale, 
"Sector 56 Crime Branch previously Just then, Salim and other accomplices who was part of the gang, gave Saniya 
held four members of a similar gang arrived.They accused Arif of trying to his number. She started calling him in 
and will crack down on such harass Saniya and demanded Rs 10 Feb this year. A few days into the 
activities," the DCP said.lakh. Arif managed to arrange Rs 3.5 conversation, she told Arif she had 

SUV moving on wrong side 
claims biker’s life in DLF 2

social media, shows Garg riding his Gurgaon. A 23-year-old man died after his 
bike at a high speed and crashing into bike had a head-on collision with an SUV 
the SUV.being driven on the wrong side on Golf 

Course Road in DLF 2 early on Sunday Police have denied Kumar's claims, 
morning. The SUV driver was detained stating that the video footage was 
and later released on bail.Police said accepted as evidence and the driver 
biker Akshat Garg was from Pochanpur was booked and granted bail in 
in Dwarka. The SUV driver, Kuldeep accordance with the law. Based on 
Kumar Thakur (25), is a resident of Kumar's complaint, an FIR was 
Ghitorni and the co-founder of a PR lodged at DLF 2 police station against 
company.According to police, Garg and Thakur under BNS sections 106 
his friend Pradyuman Kumar (22) left (causing death by negligence), 281 
Dwarka early on Sunday morning for a (rash driving) and 324(4) (causing 
ride on separate bikes. The duo first went damage exceeding Rs 20,000), as 
to DLF Downtown, following which they well as relevant sections of the MV 
planned to meet a group of riders at Act.Thakur told the police that he was 
Ambience Mall.Kumar said Garg had following Google Maps while 
taken all precautions and was wearing a returning from Palwal along with 
helmet and other safety gear. Kumar was another person when the accident 
following him on another motorcycle on happened . "Thakur ' s  med ica l  

him. While some passersby caught hold the death of his friend. "The SUV also Golf Course Road when the accident examination was conducted. We 
of the SUV driver, others called up the had a sticker of a BJP candidate. Police happened near Belvedere Towers around collected his blood samples as well. He 
police and an ambulance. I was with didn't accept footage of the accident 5.25am.A Mahindra XUV 300 car, driven joined the investigation and was granted 
Akshat trying to remove his helmet and recorded by my GoPro camera, which I by Thakur, suddenly appeared and Garg's bail. We take wrong-side driving 
waiting for the ambulance. But by the had installed on my helmet as evidence. bike collided head-on with it, Kumar seriously and have issued challans to 
time it arrived, he had stopped They soon released Thakur on bail, said. Thakur was driving the car in the 16,300 people for the offence in Aug 
breathing," Kumar said.Kumar alleged p robab ly  due  t o  h i s  po l i t i c a l  wrong direction on the one-way lane, he alone. We will continue to take action 
that Thakur was driving on the wrong connections," he alleged.The footage, added."I was around 100ft behind Garg against violators," a senior police officer 
side of the road at a high speed, leading to which was also circulated widely on and witnessed the accident. I rushed to told TOI.

Gurgaon. The city may get a break from the relentless 
rainfall it has been experiencing for the past few days. 
According to the India Meteorological Department 
(IMD), the city may witness dry weather with light 
showers and moderately cloudy skies till Sept 25. No 
alert has been issued.The maximum temperature on 
Thursday, at 30.8 degrees Celsius, was nearly a notch 
higher than Wednesday's 30 degrees.Recorded at 23.1 
degrees Celsius, the minimum temperature remained 
2.3 degrees lower than the previous day.An IMD 
official said, "No heavy rain is expected over south 
Haryana over the next six days. However, a partly 
cloudy sky is forecasted for this week.The official 
added that the maximum temperature may oscillate 
between 34 and 35 degrees Celsius, while the 
minimum temperature may remain between 25 and 26 
degrees.The humidity levels will remain high, ranging 
between 70-80% in the morning and 40-50% in the 
evening.

Rain takes a break, dry spell 
likely for next six days in 
Gurgaon

43% posts of engineers 
lying vacant, MCG seeks 

appointments
Gurgaon. Over 40% of engineering posts in 

MCG are lying vacant. While the total 
sanctioned strength of engineers is 62, out of 
whom 27 (43%) are yet to be appointed. To 
address the staff crunch, MCG has written to 
the urban local bodies (ULB) department, 
requesting the appointment of engineers to 
fill the sanctioned positions.According to the 
sanctioned strength, MCG should have 10 
executive engineers but has just three at 
present. Similarly, the sanctioned strength for 
assistant engineers is 16, but the engineering 
wing of MCG currently employs 10 assistant 
engineers. Of 32 sanctioned posts for junior 
engineers, 11 are lying vacant.

Officials said the shortage of engineers has put 
a strain on the civic body's ability to 
effectively carry out its responsibilities and 
projects, especially at the Bandhwari landfill 
site.

By seeking the ULB department's assistance, 
MCG aims to strengthen its engineering 
workforce and ensure the smooth functioning 
of its operations across the city, they said."We 
have written to the department to provide 
engineers according to the approved staffing 
levels. Currently, a single executive engineer 
is forced to oversee the responsibilities of up 
to four different divisions. By having the 
authorised number of engineers, we 
anticipate enhanced supervision and 
implementation of on-site projects. 
Moreover, the presence of an adequate 
engineering workforce will enable us to 
swiftly and efficiently respond to residents' 
grievances. This will ensure that the concerns 
raised by the public are dealt with in a timely 
and satisfactory manner," MCG chief 
engineer Manoj Yadav said.MCG, in its letter 
to the ULB department, said deployment of a 
sufficient number of engineers is required 
specifically for scientific waste and leachate 
management at the Bandhwari landfill site. 
The ULB department last Oct directed all the 
municipal corporations of Haryana to carry 
out rationalisation of their sanctioned posts to 
provide civic amenities to residents in a time-
bound manner.

Govt officials found violating 
transfer orders, 5 suspended

Gurgaon. In the biggest single-day seizure of cash in 
this election season, police on Thursday seized Rs 
2.84 crore from three different vehicles in separate 
incidents.The assembly election in Haryana is 
scheduled for Oct 5.The cash seized by the police was 
supposed to be used in the assembly elections.

With the Election Commission having issued strict 
instructions to curb the illegal movement of drugs, 
liquor and cash, interstate and interdistrict 
checkpoints have been set up across the state, 
including Faridabad district.On Thursday, the district 
police, in collaboration with paramilitary forces, set 
up checkpoints at the Faridabad-Delhi border to 
monitor the movement of vehicles.During the 
checking at Sarai Toll Plaza and Shooting Range in 
the Surajkund Road area, police seized a total of Rs 
2.84 crore.According to the police spokesperson, two 
vehicles were stopped at the Sarai Toll Plaza.

In the first vehicle, Rs 2.51 crore in cash was found and 
another Rs 20 lakh was seized from a second vehicle 
at the same checkpoint.Meanwhile, at the Shooting 
Range Road checkpoint in the Surajkund area, Rs 13 
lakh was recovered from a third vehicle.

he drivers of these vehicles were unable to provide 
satisfactory explanations for carrying such large 
amounts of cash, leading to its seizure by the police.

The seized cash has been handed over to the income tax 
department, which will conduct further investigations 
as per the regulations. The police are trying to find out 
the destination of the cash.

3 killed, 2 injured in firing at 
liquor shop on Haryana's 
Sonipat road

NEW DELHI: A shooting incident at a liquor shop on 
Sonipat Road in Haryana resulted in three fatalities and 
two injuries on Thursday night.The police reported that 
the incident occurred at Baliana Turn.The deceased 
individuals were identified as Jaideep, Amit Nandal 
and Vinay, all from Bohar village.The injured, Anuj and 
Manoj, were taken to the trauma center at Rohtak 
P G I M S  a n d  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  
treatment.Authorities suspect the shooting is linked to a 
gang rivalry. "The miscreants were on a bike and the 
firing was possibly due to a gang war," said the police.

An investigation is ongoing.

Noida. The Uttar Pradesh govt has suspended five 
officials from various industrial development 
authorities for failing to comply with transfer orders 
issued over a year ago.

The transfer orders were issued on June 30 of the 
previous year.

This follows a similar action last month.
The officials include one each from the Noida Authority, 

the Yamuna Industrial Development Authority 
(YEIDA) and the UP State Industrial Development 
Authority (UPSIDA) and two from the Greater Noida 
Industrial Development Authority (GNIDA).

The suspended officials are RK Sharma, senior manager 
at Noida Authority (formerly a manager at the time of 
the transfer order), Rajendra Singh Bhati, deputy 
general manager at YEIDA, Kailash Nath Srivastava, 
assistant general manager at UPSIDA and Gurvinder 
Singh and Ram Asre, senior managers at GNIDA.

While Srivastava was assigned to the Gorakhpur 
Industrial Development Authority, the four others from 
GB Nagar were directed to transfer to UPSIDA.

Last month, the UP govt suspended nine officials from 
Noida Authority, GNIDA and YEIDA for not adhering 
to transfer orders.Additionally, departmental action 
was initiated against three more personnel from Noida 
Authority for similar non-compliance.

The nine officials included six from Noida Authority, two 
from GNIDA and one from YEIDA.

The suspension orders were issued under the direction of 
industrial development minister Nand Gopal Gupta 
Nandi, who had previously warned officials and 
employees about strict measures for ignoring transfer 
orders and overstaying their posts.

Faridabad cops seize Rs 2.8 
crore in pre-poll raids
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Gurgaon, let’s clean up: Garbage is everywhere and waiting for a solution isn’t helping
Gurgaon.  Earlier this year, a new word entered our daily lives. We had seen, felt and suffered as a result of it for months, but there was now a term for it.

Exigency.In June, taking cognisance of the garbage mess across the city, Haryana govt sought to take corrective measures by declaring a solid waste exigency
in Gurgaon under the Disaster Management Act. It also formed a committee that was tasked with cleaning things up.The task is Herculean, in a city that needs
to get back to the drawing board to get its basic waste disposal practices right, right from collection and segregation to treatment.And get it right it must, for at
stake is image and reputation. A city positioned as one of the engine rooms of India’s corporate growth, a growing hub of startups and a talent magnet, and
replete with upscale homes that reflect aspirations needs to see that ambition matched in the streets.A city built to look like the West can’t lose itself in waste.But
problems, as boardroom pep talk never fails to reiterate, also present opportunities. Though in the same civic domain, unlike broken roads and dysfunctional
streetlights that are local to a particular area, the problem of garbage is a shared one because it manifests itself only when it accumulates.It’s, therefore, safe to
say that the most effective solution will be a shared one.The city’s only landfill at Bandhwari is choked and has itself become an environmental hazard, with
instructions from National Green Tribunal to remove it fully. There are crores that have already been spent to clean it, and yet around 9 lakh tonnes of garbage
still lie rotting at the landfill.Many more tonnes, meanwhile, accumulate along roadsides. Much of this is unsegregated garbage from households. This is where
a shared solution will help.Discipline in segregation right from the household itself can go a long way in reducing the total volume of waste that needs to be
picked up by garbage collectors and taken to a landfill. Local composting facilities and a mechanism to recycle can further reduce the output of waste from a
sector or a society. Unsegregated waste can neither be recycled, nor composted and ends up as trash heaps. In the way the city is structured, Gurgaon has an
advantage. Almost all its residential areas have local managements in the form of AOAs or RWAs. So, it’s not hard to build mechanisms to reduce garbage gen-
erated collectively by a condominium or society.Some already have, some have been trying. Their degrees of success differ. But with knowledge and informa-
tion exchange, this can change. What better way of winning than working as a team? Today, we launch the latest edition of our
#WeMakeGurgaon campaign that will focus on helping clean up the city by recognising local best practices, providing a platform
where information can be shared and building a collective response to the exigency that has been staring us in the face for months.
Do you have an idea that will help clean our city up? Does your society do something well in its garbage management practices that
you think others can learn from? We would like to hear from you. We would also like RWAs and AOAs to tell us how you manage
waste in your locality por condominium. Send us your entries (scan the QR code) and we will send them to a jury of four domain
experts we have formed to recognise and reward the best practices.This waste management
campaign is crucial due to the city's rapid urbanisation and
growing population, which has resulted in an alarming rise in
waste generation. It plays a vital role in addressing the mount-
ing pressure on the city's already overburdened waste dispos-
al systems. By raising awareness, the focus can shift to sus-
tainable practices, reducing environmental hazards and pro-
moting responsible citizenship. It can also help foster commu-
nity engagement and collaboration between citizens, local
authorities and businesses," said Swati Singh Sambyal, a cir-
cular economy expert who is a member of the jury.

NAME CHANGE
I, Medhavini D/O, Sanjay Kumar Srivastava
R/o J- 15 First Floor Jangpura Extension
New Delhi 110014 have changed my name
to Medhavini Singh for all purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, UMESH CHANDRA (AADHAR NO.
2003 6882 7415) S/O RAM
PRAKASH, R/O 7, GALI NO. 7,
ROSHAN NAGAR, AMARANAGR,
FARIDABAD, HARYANA-121003
inform that name of minor son Shiv
Tripathi  has been wrongly mentioned
as SHIV in some documents instead
of SHIV TRIPATHI. his Correct Name
is SHIV TRIPATHI  which may be
amended accordingly  SHIV TRIPATHI
and SHIV name are one person.

NAME CHANGE
I, MUKEEM S/O MOHAMMAD DULLI 
R/O H NO. 1140, KHASRA NO 379,
GALI NO 13, RAJIV GANDHI NAGAR
NEW MUSTAFABAD, DELHI 110094
have changed my name from
MOHAMMAD MUKEEL to MUKEEM
for all future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all public that my client.
Sh. Prakash, aged about 65 years old
age s/o Late Sh. Ram Lal and smt.
Sushila w/o Sh. Prakash both r/c
House No. 8. Gali No. 10, Balmiki
Mohalla, Tughlakabad, New Delhi-
110044 have severed all relations with
his son namely Vikas @ Vikky s/o Sh.
Prakash and his wife Jyoti disowned
them from all their immovable and
movable properties due to their disobe-
dience and bad behaviour. My clients
shall not responsible for their any acts
and deeds in any m?nn?r whatsoever.

NISCHAL SHARMA ADVOCATE
101, CENTRAL MARKET DAKSHIN

PURI NEW DELHI-110062

NAME CHANGE
I, VAISHALI D/O SANJAY SHARMA
residing at RZ-660/314 GALI NO-6
GITANJLI PARK WEST SAGARPUR
SOUTH WEST DELHI-110046   have
changed my name   to VAISHALI
SHARMA for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANDEEP KUMAR resident of SMQ
NO. 11/3, OLD WAPTI, AFSSR, GUR-
GAON have changed my daughter’s
name from SAANVI GAUTAM to ADVI-
KA GAUTAM vide affidavit dated
20.09.2024 before Bhim Singh Indora,
Notary, DelhiI, SANDEEP KUMAR res-
ident of SMQ NO. 11/3, OLD WAPTI,
AFSSR, GURGAON have changed my
daughter’s name from SAANVI GAU-
TAM to ADVIKA GAUTAM vide affidavit
dated 20.09.2024 before Bhim Singh
Indora, Notary, Delhi

NAME CHANGE
I, PINKY KUMARI wife of SHAILESH
KUMAR R/O VPO-FARDA, DIST-
MUNGER, BIHAR-811201 have
changed my name from PINKY KUMARI
to PINKI KUMARI for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I, Ashok Kumar kanojia S/o-Govind Ram
Kanojia R/o H No J 3/18 DDA Flats
Kalkaji Delhi -110019 have changed my
name from Ashok Kumar kanojia to
Ashok Kanojia for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
I,Rahul S/o Vijay Kumar R/o 781,
Suiwalan, Darya Ganj, New Delhi-
110002 have changed my name from
Rahul to Rahul Kumar therefore my
name should be known as Rahul Kumar
for all purposes in future.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mr. Gaurav Gupta and Mrs. Alka
Gupta  Owner of the Residential  plot
no 325,"B" , Block no C-1, measuring
175.75 Sq. Mtrs., situated in the resi-
dential colony Known as Palam Vihar
in and around village Chauma and
carterpuri teh and Distt.  Gurugram
(Haryana), Mr. Gaurav Gupta and Mrs.
Alka Gupta have lost Original
Agreement cum allotment issued by
M/s Ansal Properties and Industries
Limited in favour of Mr. Manoj Pant, for
which complaint lodged to the police.
That any person(s)/ Appropriate
authority etc. if finds the misplaced
Agreement cum allotment aforesaid
said person may come forward and
inform the undersigned within 15 days
from the date of Publication. 

RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
(ADVOCATE) 

Office Address: 43B, Third Floor,
Paparganj Village, Mayur Vihar

Phase-I, Delhi, M-NO- 7252922875

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
MANOHAR LAL S/O KALU RAM R/O
C-6/293, SULTANPURI, DELHI-
110086, DECLARE THAT THE NAME
OF MINE HAS BEEN WRONGLY
WRITTEN AS ???OHAR  IN MY
MINOR  DAUGHTER GUNJAN AGED
15 YEARS  IN HER SCHOOL
RECORDS, THE ACTUAL NAME OF
MINE IS MANOHAR LAL ,WHICH
MAY BE AMENDED ACCORDINGLY

Name correction 
I, Amandeep Kumar Singh S/o Mahinder
Ram, Present Address 274 Transit
Camp Saket, Gate No. 4, South Delhi,
Delhi-110062, and Permanent House
No. 45, Village Mainwan, Wadala Kalan,
Po: Wadala Kalan, Dist: kapurthala,
Punjab-144601, Declare that Amandeep
Kumar Singh and Amandeep Kumar
both are one and same person.

NAME CHANGE
I, HAMZA SALAH S/O SALAHUDDIN
KAMAL, R/O 29 - T, JASOLA VIHAR,
JASOLA VIHAR, SHAHEEN BAGH
METRO STATION, SECTOR - 8,
OKHLA, NEW FRIENDS COLONY,
SOUTH DELHI, DELHI 110025, have
changed my name from HAMZA TO
HAMZA SALAH for all future purpose.

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I, MOHD
KADIR S/o MOHAMMAD HAMID R/o
JHUGGI NO-2/8, GROUND FLOOR,
SADAR BAZAR, DELHI CANTT, SOUTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110010 declare
that name of mine and my wife has been
wrongly written as KADIR MOHAMMAD
and SAINA in my minor daughter
ARSHEEN NAAZ aged 17 years in her
10th class education documents . The
actual name of mine and my wife are
MOHD KADIR and SAINA PRAVEEN,
which may be amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I HITHERTO KNOWN AS KAMLESH
W/O SURENDER SINGH R/O Hno -135
BULLA COLONY, KANJHAWALA,
DELHI-110081 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME AND SHALL HEREAFTER BE
KNOWN AS KAMLA DEVI .

NAME CHANGE
I hitherto known as SUNITA Singh alias
Sunita  kumari  Singh D/O Bansh Gopal
Singh, W/O: Nagendra Singh, SE-583-A,
Shastri nagar, Near Petrol Pump,
Ghaziabad, Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh -
201002 have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as  SUNITA SINGH.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO PUBLIC IN GEN-
ERAL THAT GRAND MOTHER OF MY
CLIENTS YOGESH CHOWDHARY
ANDSANDEEP CHOWDHARY BOTH
S/O RAKESH KUMAR CHOWDHARY
R/O 487, CHIRAG DELHI, NEW
DELHI-110017 HAS EXPIRED ON
12.11.2022 DURING HIS LIFETIME
SAID SMT. DEVI HAS EXECUTED A
WILL DULY REGISTERED WITH
OFFICE OF THE SUB REGISTRAR
CONCERNED BEARING REGISTRA-
TION NO. 1537, BOOK NO. III, VOL.
NO. 20, PAGE NO. 78-79 DATED
04.10.2006 IN RESPECT OF HER
SHARE OF AGRICULTURE LAND
UNDER KHATA / KHATONI NO. 26/24
MIN KHASRA NO. 11/9 (4-16), 11/10/1
(2-10) 11/12/1 (0-18), KHATA NO.
16/15 MIN KHASRA NO. 11/10/2 (1-15)
KHATA NO. 33/30 MIN KHASRA NO.
11/8(4-16), 11/13/1(3-04) OF VILLAGE
TATESAR DELHI TOTALADMEASUR-
ING 17 BIGHAS 19 BISWAS SITUAT-
ED IN THE REVENUE ESTATE OF
VILLAGE TATESAR, DELHI- 110081
IN FAVOUR OF HIS SONS MY
CLIENTS.
ANY PERSON HAVING ANY RIGHT
OR INTEREST BY WAY OF INHERI-
TANCE, MORTGAGE, POSSESSION,
SALE, GIFT, LEASE, LIEN, CHARGE,
TRUST, MAINTENANCE, EASEMENT,
TRANSFER, PRIOR AGREEMENT
OR OTHERWISE UPON THE SAID
PROPERTY OR ANY PART THERE-
OF, CONTACT ON ABOVE MEN-
TIONED ADDRESS WITHIN 14 DAYS
FROM THE DATE OF PUBLICATION
HEREOF TOGETHER WITH COPIES
OF ALL DOCUMENTS ON THE BASIS
OF WHICH CLAIMS ARE MADE, FAIL-
ING WHICH ANY SUCH RIGHT,
TITLE, INTEREST, OR CLAIM, IF ANY
WILL BE DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN
WAIVED AND NOT BINDING ON OUR
CLIENTS, AND MAY PROCEED TO
CONCLUDE THE MUTATION PRO-
CEEDING WITHOUT REFERENCE
TO THE SAME, IF ANY. 

MOHIT Adv.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I  Bal
Kishan S/O Kaveri, R/O E-365, J.J.
COLONY,SHAKUR PUR, North West
Delhi, delhi 110034 declare that the
name of my has been wrongly written
as Bala Krishan in my minor son B.
MANISH aged 15 years in his school
record, The actual name of mine is
BAL KISHAN.

NAME CHANGE
I, Nisha Gahlot / Nisha W/o Maninder
Singh R/o C2/101,10th Floor, Sobha
City,Sector-108,Gurgaon-122017,
Haryana,Have Changed My Name To
Nisha Dhankar For All Future Purpose

NAME CHANGE
I, Maninder Singh Gahlot S/o Rajbir
Singh R/o C2/101,10th Floor,Sobha
City, Sector-108,Gurgaon-122017,
Haryana, Have Changed My Name To
Maninder Singh For All Future Purpose
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Iconic Churchill photo stolen in Canada now found in Italy set to return

Addressing Lankan democracy deficit, graft as important as economy

New Mexico The politics of immigration look 
different from the back patio of Ardovino’s Desert 
Crossing restaurant.That’s where Robert 
Ardovino sees a Border Patrol horse trailer 
rumbling across his property on a sweltering 
summer morning. It’s where a surveillance 
helicopter traces a line in the sky, and a nearby 
Border Patrol agent paces a desert gully littered 
with castoff water bottles and clothing.It’s also 
where a steady stream of weary people, often 
escorted by smugglers, scale a border wall or the 
adjacent Mount Cristo Rey and step into an 
uncertain future. It’s a stretch of desert where 
reports of people dying of exhaustion and 
exposure have grown commonplace.

“It’s very obvious to me, being on the border, that it’s 
not an open border," said Ardovino, who pays for 
fencing topped by concertina wire to route 
migrants around his property. “It is a very, very, 
very difficult situation.”As immigration politics 
have moved to the forefront of this year’s 
presidential election, they’ve also dominated 
contests for hotly contested congressional seats 
that could determinewhich party controls 
Congress. The urgency is greater in some districts 
than others.Three of 11 districts on the Southwest 
border are rematches in districts that flipped in 
2022 with the election of Democratic 
Representative Gabe Vasquez in New Mexico and 
Republican Reps. Juan Ciscomani in Arizona and 
Monica De La Cruz in Texas.A partner in a 
decades-old family business, Ardovino lives in 
one border district in Texas and works in 
Vasquez’s New Mexico district.“It’s frustrating 
for people who need a border bill of any kind, any 
time, to start dealing with the big picture,” 
Ardovino said.Early voting starts October 8 in 
Sunland Park, where partisan control flipped in 
2018, 2020 and again in 2022 with the election of 
Vasquez.Democrats in Congress, including 
Vasquez, are aggressively touting border 
initiatives. He emphasises his knowledge of the 
region as the U.S.-born son of immigrants with 
relatives on both sides of the border.

Trump says God saved him, promises 
to bring back religion in US

Israeli military traded new strikes punishment, where it expects it and where it World Lebanon's Hezbollah chief said 
over the border.Israeli war planes does not".The attacks were a "massacre" Thursday that Israel had dealt an 
flew low over Beirut and broke the that "could be a war crime or a declaration "unprecedented" blow to his group, 
sound barrier, sending birds flying of war," he said, accusing Israel of having crossing all red lines with device 
in panic and people in their houses wanted to "kill no less than 5,000 people in explosions that killed 37 people and 
and offices rushing to open the two minutes".Nasrallah also vowed to keep wounded nearly 3,000 over two days. 
windows to avoid the glass up Hezbollah's fight against Israel until a warned Israel that it will face "tough 
shattering.Lebanon's Hezbollah ceasefire in Gaza is reached."The Lebanese retribution and just punishment" for the 
chief said Thursday that Israel had front will not stop until the aggression on blasts.Delivering a speech after the 
dealt an "unprecedented" blow to Gaza stops" despite "all this blood spilt," he attacks on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
his group, crossing all red lines said.Nasrallah announced the launch of an which plunged Lebanon into panic, 
with device explosions that killed internal probe into the attacks, which Nasrallah struck a defiant tone and 
37 people and wounded nearly experts and some Israeli media have said warned of retaliation.Describing the 

ceasefire in Gaza is reached."The Lebanese 3,000 over two days.He warned Israel that it bear all the hallmarks of Israeli intelligence attacks as a possible "act of war", he said 
front will not stop until the aggression on will face "tough retribution and just agency Mossad.Just minutes before the Israel would face "tough retribution and just 
Gaza stops" despite "all this blood spilt," he punishment" for the blasts.Delivering a Hezbollah chief delivered his remarks, the punishment, where it expects it and where it 
said.Nasrallah announced the launch of an speech after the attacks on Tuesday and Israeli military traded new strikes over the does not".The attacks were a "massacre" 
internal probe into the attacks, which Wednesday, which plunged Lebanon into border.Israeli war planes flew low over that "could be a war crime or a declaration 
experts and some Israeli media have said panic, Nasrallah struck a defiant tone and Beirut and broke the sound barrier, sending of war," he said, accusing Israel of having 
bear all the hallmarks of Israeli intelligence warned of retaliation.Describing the attacks birds flying in panic and people in their wanted to "kill no less than 5,000 people in 
agency Mossad.zust minutes before the as a possible "act of war", he said Israel houses and offices rushing to open the two minutes".Nasrallah also vowed to keep 
Hezbollah chief delivered his remarks, the would face "tough retribution and just windows to avoid the glass shattering.up Hezbollah's fight against Israel until a 

Hezbollah chief says Israel will face 'tough retribution and just punishment' for device blasts

Elon Musk's X goes offline again in Brazil 
after court order: What is the spat all about

News box

World A ceasefire deal between Israel and 
militant outfit Hamas in Gaza is unlikely 
before the end of US President Joe Biden's 
term in January, the Wall Street Journal 
(WSJ) reported. The 11-month war in Gaza 
has already killed over 41,000 Palestinians 
and displaced over 100,000.US officials 
said no deal was "imminent". "I am not sure 
if it will ever get done," an official was 
quoted as saying by WSJ.The remark came 
even as US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken recently said that 90 per cent of the 
ceasefire deal had been agreed upon. "I can 
tell you that we do not believe that deal is 
falling apart," Pentagon spokesperson 
Sabrina Singh was quoted as saying by news 
agency Reuters on Thursday.

However, the US officials quoted by WSJ 
cited two main reasons for the ceasefire deal 
not going through anytime soon.

irstly, the ratio of Palestinian prisoners that 
Israel should release in exchange for 
Hamas-held hostages. The second sticking 
point has been Hamas making demands and 
then refusing to sign the final outcome 
despite the US and Israel accepting them.

Several critics have also accused Israeli Prime 
Minis ter  Benjamin Netanyahu of  
sabotaging the negotiations, trying to 
appease the right-wing coalition parties in 
the country.The pager and walkie-talkies 
explosions targeting strongholds of 
Lebanese terror group Hezbollah, an ally of 
Hamas, has further complicated the 
negotiations. While Israel has not 
commented on the unprecedented incident, 
a case of supply chain attacks, Lebanon has 
blamed the Benjamin Netanyahu-led 
government for the incident that has left 
over 30 dead."There's no chance now of it 
(ceasefire deal) happening," an official from 
an Arab country was quoted as saying by the 
WSJ, after Israel attacked Hezbollah. He 
further said that everyone was in a "wait-
and-see mode" until after the elections.

"The outcome will determine what can happen 
in the next administration," he was quoted as 
saying.

Gaza ceasefire deal 
unlikely before end of  
Joe Biden's tenure: 
Report

CAPE TOWN, South Africa. Scientists in 
South Africa say they have identified an 
outbreak of rabies in seals that is believed to 
be the first time the virus has spread in sea 
mammals.At least 24 Cape fur seals that were 
found dead or euthanized in various locations 
on South Africa’s west and south coast had 
rabies, state veterinarian Dr. Lesley van 
Helden said.Rabies, which affects mammals 
and can be passed to people, is almost always 
fatal once symptoms appear. Rabies spreads 
via saliva, usually through bites but also 
sometimes when animals lick and groom 
each other.The virus has long been seen in 
wild animals such as raccoons, coyotes, 
foxes, jackals and in domestic dogs. But it 
had never been recorded spreading among 
marine mammals, van Helden and other 
experts said this week.The only other known 
case of rabies in a sea mammal was in a 
ringed seal in Norway’s Svalbard islands in 
the early 1980s. That seal had likely been 
infected by a rabid arctic fox, researchers 
said, and there was no evidence of rabies 
spreading among seals there.Authorities in 
South Africa first discovered rabies in Cape 
fur seals in June after a dog was bitten by a 
seal on a Cape Town beach. The dog became 
infected with rabies, prompting rabies tests 
on brain samples from 135 seal carcasses that 
researchers had already collected since 2021. 
Around 20 new samples also were collected 
and more positives have come back on 
subsequent tests.Scientists are trying to work 
out how rabies was passed to the seals.

Scientists in South 
Africa say they have 
identified the first 
known outbreak of  
rabies in seals

World  Arom Arunroj, a 64-year-old woman, 
was attacked by a large python while doing 
her dishes at her home near Bangkok, 
Thailand, on Tuesday. The incident occurred 
when Arunroj felt a sudden pain in her thigh 
and saw a python biting her.

The python, measuring approximately 13 to 16 
feet long, constricted her and forced her to the 
kitchen floor. Arom attempted to grasp the 
snake by the head, but it tightened its grip.

Unable to free herself, the woman called out for 
help, but it took around an hour and a half 
before a neighbor heard her and alerted 
authorities."I was just about to scoop some 
water when I sat down, and it bit me right 
away," Arom said, according to Thairath 
newspaper. "When I looked, I saw the snake 
coiling around me."In Thailand, encounters 
with snakes are common. In 2023, 26 people 
were killed by venomous snake bites, and 
12,000 people were treated for bites from 
venomous snakes and other animals. Larger 
pythons may hunt animals like pigs, deer, and 
domestic pets.Despite being bound by the 
python for almost two hours, Arom only 
received minor bites. In videos recorded 
shortly after the incident and shared on social 
media.

Python attacks, 
squeezes Thai woman 
for two hours before 
rescue

Immigration politics divide 
border communities amid 

election season
sabotage attack came after   I believe that we are at the onset of WorldWorld

months of targeted assassinations a new phase in this war, and we need to 
by Israel against senior Hezbollah adapt," Israeli Defence Minister Yoav 
leaders, including the group's top Gallant said as a series of pager and 
commander, Fuad Shukr.The walkie-talkie blasts in Lebanon further 
assassination was believed to be in pushed the Middle East to the brink of a 
retaliation for the killing of 12 full-blown regional war. The latest 
children in the Israeli-occupied development has the potential of 
Golan Heights in a Hezbollah drone escalating the war on many fronts, 
strike.engulfing Lebanon, Iran, Yemen and the 

broader region, as the Israel-Gaza However, Hezbollah, Iran's most 
conflict nears a year.Even though the powerful proxy in the Middle East, 

threatening a "just punishment" for Israel. intensity of the hostilities has waxed and will be no pushovers and is 
In fact, it has already started rocket attacks waned, there is no sign of a pause in the considered to be more formidable than 
on Israeli artillery positions.The apparent year-long war in Gaza after terror outfit Hamas in the region.

Hamas's attack on Israel on October 7, 
2023.However, the war's centre of gravity 
is now shifting towards northern Israel, 
which shares a border with south Lebanon. 
Lebanon's southern part is the stronghold 
of the Hezbollah terror group, which has 
been exchanging daily fire with Israel 
since the Gaza war started in solidarity 
with Hamas.On Thursday, Israeli 
warplanes destroyed 100 rocket launchers 
as its military targeted Hezbollah sites. 
Cross-border strikes were also reported 
near the border.

ISRAEL-LEBANON WAR ON CARDS?
Israel has already started diverting its forces 

and resources towards the Lebanon 
border after multiple explosions of pagers 
and walkie-talkies of Hezbollah members 
killed over 30 and left nearly 3,000 
injured.The blast, believed to be a supply 
chain attack carried out by Israel's 
sophisticated spy agency Mossad, has 
ratcheted up tensions with Lebanon after 
weeks of an uneasy calm.hile Lebanon 
has described the attacks as a "serious 
violation of Lebanese sovereignty", 
Hezbollah has been more blunt, 

economic stability is linked to the respect COLOMBO. Sri Lanka’s economic crisis is 
for democracy, the rule of the law, directly linked to its governance crisis, and 
governance, and the rights of people,” he unless accountability issues, including 
adds.corruption and democracy deficit, are 

addressed, the island may not be in a The democracy agenda is going to be key to 
position to overcome its current challenges, the success of the next administration. The 
subject experts say. IMF diagnostic also identified systemic 

corruption as a contributor to the crisis we As Sri Lanka goes to polls on September 21, 
find ourselves in. Corruption and lack of poor governance remains a key concern.
accountability were significant drivers of To restore public trust and to change the 
A r a g a l a y a ,  t h e  2 0 2 2  p e o p l e ’s  country’s trajectory, a few measures must be 
movement.People felt the urge to protest, taken in the first 100 days of a new 
demand accountability, force the Rajapaksa presidency, including the abolition of 
family to step down and end family rule, all executive presidency, steps to return to a 
because their names were linked to grand parliamentary system and create the post of 
corruption. “Addressing accountability independent public prosecution, says Dr 
issues of all kinds and prioritising Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu, internationally 
governance will be key to success,” says reaction to the governance crisis. People for the sake of the economy, democracy and renowned rights advocate, Executive 

Manjula Gajanayake, Executive Director of called for an end to corruption, to drive the rule of law may be sacrificed. Those who Director of the Colombo-based Centre for 
Institute of Democratic Reforms.corrupt politicians home, to create a believe these claims are willing to ignore the Policy Alternatives and Co-Convenor of the 

meritocracy. Curbing corruption is at the rampant corruption of politicians at the Adds Imran Furkan, a geopolitical risk C e n t e r  f o r  M o n i t o r i n g  E l e c t i o n  
centre of any future solution,” adds Dr highest levels costing the public billions of analyst: “For Sri Lanka to overcome the Violence.Addressing governance concerns 
Saravanamuttu.Saliya Peiris, PC, former rupees, cronyism, violation of orders of the current economic crisis, it is critically are as critical as economic reforms and 
president of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka, highest courts, attacks on the judiciary, the important to create conditions conducive for relief to the people, he says. “The 2024 
says, democracy and governance are tied to weakening of independent institutions, the foreign direct investment. Nobody wants to presidential election is not about selecting 
sustainable development. intolerance of dissent, appointments of invest in a country notorious for corruption the best formula for economic revival. The 

corrupt and unsuitable persons to highest with no systems in place.”IMF diagnostic report and a Sri Lankan civil Sri Lanka goes to polls on Sept 21, poor 
offices,” says Peiris.society study have both identified systemic governance remains a major concern Dilrukshi Handunnetti

corruption as a significant malaise. The “However, the reality is that democracy and “There are those who claim that economic Award-winning journalist and lawyer, founder 
2022 people’s movement was not just a governance are tied to sustainable economic development must be given priority over and director of the Colombo-based Center 
reaction to the economic crisis but more of a development of a nation. Long-term democracy and governance. They argue that for Investigative Reporting (CIR)

Canadian investigators that led to the Parliament in December 1941. It 
recovery.The 1941 portrait of the British helped launch Karsh's career, who 
leader taken by Ottawa photographer photographed some of the 20th 
Yousuf Karsh is now ready for the last step century's most famed icons, including 
of its journey home to the Fairmont Château Nelson Mandela, Albert Einstein and 
Laurier, the hotel in Ottawa where it was Queen Elizabeth.Karsh and his wife 
stolen and will once again be displayed as a Estrellita gifted an original signed print 
notable historic portrait.Canadian police to the Fairmont Chateau Laurier in 
said the portrait was stolen from the hotel 1998. The couple had lived and 
sometime between Christmas 2021 and Jan. operated a studio inside the hotel for 
6, 2022, and replaced with a forgery. The nearly two decades.Geneviève Dumas, 
swap was only uncovered months later, in general manager of the Fairmont 
August, when a hotel worker noticed the Château Laurier, said on Thursday she 
frame was not hung properly and looked felt immensely grateful."I would like to 
different than the others.icola Cassinelli, a extend my deepest gratitude to 

iconic Churchill photograph home when he ROME. Canadian and Italian dignitaries on lawyer in Genoa, Italy, purchased the everybody involved in solving this case, and 
learned its true story."I immediately decided Thursday marked the successful recovery of portrait in May 2022 at an online Sotheby's ensuring the safe return of this priceless 
to return it to the Chateau Laurier, because I a photo portrait of Winston Churchill known auction for 5,292 British pounds. He says he piece of history.Police arrested a 43-year-
think that if Karsh donated it to the hotel, it as "The Roaring Lion," stolen in Canada and got a phone call from the auction house that old man from Powassan, Ontario, in April 
means he really wanted it to stay there, for recovered in Italy after a two-year search by October advising him not to sell or and have charged him with stealing and 
the particular significance this hotel had for police.At a ceremony at the Canadian otherwise transfer the portrait due to an trafficking the portrait. The man, whose 
him, and for his wife too," Cassinelli told Embassy in Rome, Italian carabinieri police i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  O t t a w a  name is protected by a publication ban, 
The Associated Press.handed over the portrait to the Canadian theft.Cassinelli, who attended Thursday's faces charges that include forgery, theft over 

The famous image was taken by Karsh during ambassador to Italy, Elissa Goldberg, who ceremony, said he thought he was buying a $5,000 and trafficking in property obtained 
Churchill's wartime visit to the Canadian praised the cooperation between Italian and regular print and quickly agreed to send the by crime exceeding $5,000.

association of internet providers World. Elon Musk's X social media 
reported that the network went offline platform was once again inaccessible in 
again "just before 4 pm" local time and Brazil on Thursday, merely a day after it 
was once again "blocked."In a court had resumed service in violation of a 
order on Thursday, Judge Alexandre de judicial ban, according to internet 
Moraes referred to X as "recalcitrant" providers.Earlier in the day, Brazil's 
a n d  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  s t a t e  Supreme Court had mandated X to 
telecommunications agency Anatel to suspend access to the platform, 
take the necessary steps to block access determining that the company had 
to the network once more.The high-" u n l a w f u l l y,  p e r s i s t e n t l y  a n d  
profile judge has been engaged in a intentionally" disregarded judicial 
prolonged dispute with South African-rulings and would face a daily fine 
born billionaire Musk as part of his e x c e e d i n g  $ 9 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  n o n -
efforts to combat disinformation in compliance.ast month, the former 
Brazil.His suspension of X last month Twitter was banned in Brazil, but access 
occurred after Musk refused to remove to the phone app was restored on 
dozens of right-wing accounts accused Wednesday, which the government 
of spreading fake news and failed to condemned as a deliberate breach of the 
appoint a new legal representative in the suspension.X said that the restoration of 
country as directed.Moraes has also its service was "inadvertent and 
frozen the assets of X and.temporary."On Thursday, the ABRINT 

ZCanadian police said the 
portrait was stolen from the 
hotel sometime between 
Christmas 2021 and Jan. 6, 
2022, and replaced with a 
forgery.
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EDITORIAL 6

appointee. Another big challenge will be to OUT on bail in the excise policy case, AAP chief 

carve a niche for herself and dispel the notion and outgoing CM Arvind Kejriwal has entrusted 

that she is a rubber-stamp CM under her party leader Atishi with the onerous task of 

mentor’s control.Kejriwal would be well putting Delhi’s governance back on track. 

advised to focus on revitalising his party, Welfare schemes and development works have 

whose ‘politics of honesty’ has been severely been in limbo in the national capital for almost 

undermined by the accusations levelled six months following Kejriwal’s arrest by the 

against him and other AAP leaders by the ED Enforcement Directorate (ED). The growing 

and the CBI. AAP, which was accorded the public discontent with the AAP government has 

status of a national party last year, is trying to prompted him to step down and throw the ball in 

gain a foothold in Haryana after drawing a the voters’ court. 
With the Assembly elections just five months blank in Delhi and winning only three out of 13 

away — unless they are held ahead of schedule seats in Punjab in this year’s Lok Sabha 
— he is seeking a ‘certificate of innocence’ from elections. The strategy of playing the victim 
the people of Delhi. card and accusing the BJP-led Centre of 

It will be a race against time for CM-designate political vendetta has to be complemented by 
Atishi to ensure that various pending projects earnest efforts to redress people’s grievances in 
are expeditiously completed and the flagship Delhi as well as Punjab. AAP’s emphasis, now populist narrative. Considering Kejriwal’s many run-ins 
schemes cover all intended beneficiaries. New promises more than ever before, should be on corruption-free with the Lt Governor, it is too much to expect that Atishi 
will have to be announced in a bid to retake control of its governance and hassle-free delivery of services.will have a cordial relationship with the Centre’s 

Erosion of  integrity 
plagues state police forces

Research funding needs a clear pathway

Trump actually praised him for the is of cultish proportions. The more he THE two assassination bids on Republican 
concern he showed when news of the alleges that Kamala’s left rhetoric presidential candidate Donald Trump are now hot 
second failed assassination became kindled violence, the more he points at campaign news in the US. When his ear was nicked 
known. “Biden was very nice,” migrants eating pets or Democrats in the first attempt on July 13, he defiantly pumped 
Trump said, “he called up to make killing babies, the stronger his base his fists in the air and left the stage unfazed. At that 
sure I was okay… couldn’t have been gets. Inversely, such statements also time, a non-threatening Joe Biden was his opponent, 
nicer.” Without Biden in the race, firm up the opposing side for they find so Trump didn’t care much to accuse or implicate him 
Trump’s campaign has become more Trump too bold and brazen.when this happened.When Trump addressed a rally 

This is why in the coming elections, there difficult.after that narrow escape, he was gracious all over. He 
First Elon Musk and then JD Vance, the will be no waverers. Trump has made thanked people for their support and said he would 

Republ ican  v ice-pres ident ia l  sure of that; you either love him or hate recount that event just once and never again, for it 
nominee, went for overkill and him, nothing in between. So, whether was too painful. He even praised his security detail, 
damaged Trump’s chances to the election is held today or in but nowhere did he accuse Biden, directly or 
leverage the aborted assassination. November, the outcome will be the indirectly, for what happened.Trump also said at the 
They loudly wondered why Kamala same. Of course, neither side can let go, time that he felt safe as “I had God on my side”. He 
and Biden were so far unharmed and because you need energetic supporters could have added that Biden, too, made him feel safe. 
not in the crosshairs of somebody’s to pull the lethargic ones to come out All that seems like long ago, especially after Trump’s 
rifle. This kind of veiled insinuation and vote.loss to Kamala Harris in the debate. This still rankles, 
upset many.The slight bump in for Trump also took a shot at ABC News for being The real winner in the wake of the second 
Trump’s ratings after the second partial to Kamala, the ‘Marxist’. go at Trump’s life is the Secret Service. 

It’s like Christmas come early for them. assassination bid soon levelled out That was then and this is now. When the second 
Biden from the White House, Kamala because of Vance and Musk. Worse, attempt took place, though no bullet was fired, Proud Boys were also involved in the Capitol Hill 

and Trump in between stump speeches, are all asking encouraged by Trump and his allies, following the Trump reacted differently. Short of putting on war insurrection nearly four years ago. They were the 
for more money and resources for this establishment. second foiled attempt on his life, right-wing militias, paint, his demeanour was aggressive all the way. He hammer heads of the wrecking crew that went 
For the bosses of the Secret Service, it’s a dream led by a group called the Proud Boys, started blasted Kamala and the ‘radical lefts’ by her side and berserk that day. Soon after, for the record, Trump 
come true.There is, however, a wrinkle which patrolling the streets of Springfield, Ohio, and said that on their account “bullets are flying and it pardoned one Roger Stone, a Proud Boys mentor, 
Trump’s current aggressive stance gives us a threatening migrants.So far, there have been about 30 will get worse.” Very ominous, indeed! who was convicted for stoking the mob on Capitol 
foretaste of. He has also said that should he lose, there It is clear that Trump is missing Biden, who was like a bomb threats there, creating a pall of imminent Hill.
may even be a ‘bloodbath’. In all likelihood, this is tethered bait bleating to be killed. Instead, he now has violence. Even though Ohio Governor Mike Trump’s ability to command and control his crowd is 
protein shake talk for cosmetic muscle bulk and a feisty and very credible challenger before him. DeWine, a Republican like Trump, has said there is primarily because he speaks a language that tugs at 
nothing really dramatic will happen. On the other Kamala is no Biden and could plausibly steal the no evidence of Haitian migrants eating pet dogs and sentiments bereft of deliberation. He spouts a 
hand, the race is so even, Trump may well win.presidency from him. Predictably, Trump did not cats, 80 per cent of Trump’s supporters believe they mother’s milk ideology that harks back to fixed 

In which case, will gangs like the Proud Boys be out of take kindly to this and scattershot every barb he could do, because he said so in his debate against stereotypes that seem to comprehensively explain 
work?summon at Kamala.Biden, though, gets a free pass. Kamala.Many of those who call themselves the away complexities.His credibility with his followers 

Delhi’s new CM

A couple of weeks ago, the Supreme Court took suo 
motu cognisance of the Kolkata rape-murder 
case and transferred its investigation to the CBI. 
It was rape and murder most foul that shocked the 
nation to its core. Spontaneous anger and anguish 
found expression in violent and non-violent 
agitations, especially in the community of 
doctors who struck work throughout the country. 
The quick results expected from the CBI have not 
come. Following this intervention, many heinous 
crimes like rapes and murders have taken place in 
the country. But they have not received the same 
attention of the courts or social groups.

The apex court’s intervention in earlier cases has 
failed to prevent rapes and other crimes. And this 
intervention is not likely to stop such crimes in 
future either. The transfer of this case to the CBI, 
although fully justified, set my mind on a 
different train of thought — why have the 
Supreme Court and the high courts lost faith in 
the professionalism and integrity of the state 
police forces? Why have the people lost faith in 
the state police and police station or, for that 
matter, the state governments and the lower 
judiciary? Did it happen overnight or has it come 
as a gradual process that has snowballed because 
of the politician becoming all-powerful with the 
help of criminal elements inside and outside the 
police and the government?Looking back, at 
first, only very important cases of corruption 
were transferred to the CBI by the courts or the 
state and Central governments. Officers in the 
state used to take offence at such transfer of cases 
because they thought it cast a poor reflection on 
them. The CBI also got good results because it 
was not overstretched as it had started out as a 
specialised agency to tackle high-level 
corruption. Because of continued strengthening 
of the political arm and its accompanying moral 
decline and loss of integrity, people started 
approaching the courts directly for the transfer of 
cases. The Central and state governments also 
took recourse to this remedy to achieve their 
desired results because the overall decline in the 
body politic has adversely affected the CBI as 
well.Officers were specially brought in so that a 
more pliable structure could be created. The CBI 
also expanded and opened offices in most of the 
states. However, this only whetted the appetite of 
the Central Government, and a new agency was 
born — the National Investigation Agency 
(NIA); its purpose was also to investigate, but 
with greater stress on terror activities with inter-
state ramifications. Here also, it was the 
discretion of the Centre to assign cases. There 
have been frequent statements from the Ministry 
of Home Affairs (MHA) that NIA offices would 
be opened in all states.We already have the 
Narcotics Control Bureau and a freshly 
empowered Enforcement Directorate armed 
with extensive countrywide powers, as also the 
Intelligence Bureau and R&AW (Research and 
Analysis Wing). We also have the paramilitary 
forces (PMFs), which have a national remit. The 
PMFs are there to tackle law and order situations 
that are considered to be beyond the state police 
forces. The state can also ask for these forces 
from the MHA or the ministry can directly inject 
them into the state with nominal approval of the 
state government. The CRPF, CISF, BSF, SSB, 
ITBP, etc, have been in some states for decades 
without a break. They work under the command 
of the state police. But otherwise, they are 
independent in their day-to-day functions. What 
about the state governments and the fact that law 
and order is a state subject under the 
Constitution? The police station and the district 
SP are the cornerstones of the edifice of the 
police department.Again, because of extra-
departmental intervention, both have been 
rendered as adjuncts of the ruling party. This has 
come at the cost of the professionalism of the 
state police and led to its decline, especially at the 
cutting edge, that is, the police station and the 
district SP. These remain points where the police 
and public interact. But the interactions leave a 
lot to be desired. This is not an interaction in 
which the citizen has confidence that he will get 
justice. Rather, he goes as a client or a supplicant.

LAST week, Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the 
first meeting of the governing body of the Anusandhan 
National Research Foundation (ANRF), a new research 
funding agency. When it was announced by the Central 
Government in 2019, it was conceived as an umbrella 
organisation to ‘fund, coordinate and promote’ research 
in thrust areas relevant to national priorities as well as 
fundamental research. Now, the government has 
described it as “an apex body to provide high-level 
strategic direction of scientific research” in line with the 
recommendations of the National Education Policy 
(NEP).The prevailing national research system faces 
multiple challenges — bureaucratic delays in the release 
of funds, a lack of transparency in the award of grants, 
restrictive procurement rules, taxation issues, problems 
in international collaboration, etc. The biggest hurdle is 
dwindling or stagnating levels of funding. Could the 
SERB and other funding agencies have been reformed 
before superseding them with an umbrella, centralised 
body? Is the ANRF a solution to all this? Ideally, a 
critical evaluation of the SERB in advancing scientific 
research in India should have preceded the creation of a 
body that supersedes it. The government has also not 
clarified how far social science research would be 
covered under the ANRF when dedicated research 
councils are functional for social science and historical 
research. This clarity is needed because the governing 
body decided to establish Centres of Excellence to 
support interdisciplinary research in humanities and 
social sciences and a representative of the Indian 
Council of Historical Research attended the board 
meeting.The elephant in the room is the level of funding 

agencies fund research — the National Institutes of promotions and awards are linked with the number of 
required for scientific research. The government has 

Health (NIH), Defence Advanced Research Projects research papers published. The same goes for another 
repeatedly been saying that the ANRF would get funding 

Agency (DARPA) and now there is the Advanced important matrix — patents. It’s no use gathering more 
ofRs 10,000 crore a year with the caveat that 65 per cent 

Research Projects Agency-Energy (ARPA-E). While the patents if they have no economic value. Now there are 
of it would come from the private sector. If this is so, the 

NSF focuses on basic research and some applied ‘altmetrics’ which reflect media coverage and social 
ANRF or the government should have a blueprint on 

research, the NIH is dedicated to translational medical media buzz around one’s research. Publications, 
how private sector funding would be raised. The first 

research and technologies. Other agencies fund defence citations and patents are important measures, but they 
board meeting had hardly any industry representation 

and energy-related applied research. It is not a perfect give an incomplete picture of the quality and usability of 
and the official version of the meeting makes no mention 

research ecosystem but has adequate levels of research.Artificial intelligence, storage technologies, 
of any discussion on the ways to make the private sector 

transparency, accountability and external review. solar energy, advanced materials, etc. are often cited as 
cough upRs 6,500 crore every year for funding research 

areas Indian funding agencies and researchers should Borrowing just the NSF model without attendant checks 
in public institutions and universities. All that the Prime 

focus on. The ANRF should cut through such and balances is not a good idea. Instead, we should strive 
Minister had to say on funding was that “the scientific 

generalities and identify niche areas where India needs for a heterogeneous research funding system, building 
community of the country should have faith that there 

to develop research and technological capacity in short, on our strengths. For example, India followed a diverse 
will be no dearth of resources for their endeavours”.

medium and long terms — areas that need a major leap research council system to promote sector-specific 
Often, the US National Science Foundation (NSF) is cited or just incremental improvements, technologies that research — agriculture, medical, industrial research etc. 

as a model for research funding; the ANRF is said to be require substantial and sustained funding, and areas not This system needs to be revived and nurtured to make it 
inspired by it. A former head of the NSF, Subra Suresh, covered by ongoing academic efforts in research responsive and serve national needs, instead of replacing 
has been made a member of the ANRF governing board. institutes or industrial firms. Such clear mapping of it with a monolithic, centralised and opaque structure.
Incidentally, the current head of the NSF, Sethuraman critical areas across sectors is a prerequisite to serving We also need to evolve new criteria for measuring research 
Panchanathan, is also a scientist of Indian origin. While the twin objectives of deploying scientific research for output. For a long time, scientists have followed the 
the NSF is an important source of research funding in societal needs and attaining technological capability.dictum of ‘publish and perish’. This is so because grants, 
America, it is not the sole one. Multiple government 

The ANRF or the govt should have a blueprint on how private sector funding would be raised

Atishi has her work cut out, so does Kejriwal

Editorial

The real winner in the wake of  the second go at Trump’s life is the Secret Service. It’s like Christmas come early for them.

Two assassination bids, a different Trump each time
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Despite this positive 
momentum, many investors 
were caught off  guard, 
seeing what appeared to be 
a 48% slide in the stock 
price on their trading apps.

NEW DELHI. In a major development 
for Indian importers, the Gujarat High 
Court has reviewed and amended its 
earlier decision in the Cosmo Films vs. 
Union of India case.This move comes 
in response to concerns about the 
application of a key rule related to the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST).

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence 
(DRI) had been investigating Indian 
exporters, alleging they improperly 
benefited from both exemption on 
Integrated Goods and Services Tax 
(IGST) and a rebateon exports. The 
central issue revolved around Rule 
96(10) of the Central Goods and significant errors in the original potential liabilities. Recent changes 
Services Tax (CGST) Rules, which judgment. In the made during the 54th GST Council 
underwent major changes in 2018, meeting, which removed Rule 96(10), revised order, the court clarified that 
leading to confusion over its now enable importers to reassess their Notification No. 54/2018, which was 
application and prompting legal battles bills and rectify any previous import ini t ia l ly  interpreted to  apply 
across the country. In its initial ruling, issues.retrospectively, will now only be 
the Gujarat High Court upheld the applied prospectively.This change While this ruling brings positive news 
constitutionality of Rule 96(10). protects exporters from facing unfair for Indian exporters, the ongoing 

However, following a review petition charges related to past transactions. debate regarding interest charges 
filed by lawyer Abhishek A Rastogi, Additionally, the court corrected its remains unresolved, and Rastogi has 
the court agreed to reconsider its earlier statements regarding interest on indicated plans to challenge the rule’s 
decision. The review identified eight IGST, further relieving importers from validity in the Supreme Court.

Elliott Hill's 32-year journey at 
Nike from intern to CEO goes viral

Relief for importers as Gujarat HC revises ruling in Cosmo Films case

Bengaluru.This move could disrupt the The very nature of quick commerce is 
dominance of established e-commerce based on hyperlocal deliveries from 
platforms like Amazon and Flipkart, warehouses or dark stores located within 
which typically offer delivery times close proximity to customers, enabling 
ranging from 1 to 2 days for such high- them to fulfil orders much faster than 
demand products.Albinder Dhindsa, conventional logistics chains.While 
Founder and CEO of Blinkit, shared the platforms like Amazon and Flipkart can 
news of this service on social media, offer discounts and EMI options, the 
saying, “Get the all-new iPhone 16 speed of delivery is a key differentiator 
delivered in 10 minutes! We’ve partnered that could shift customer preferences 
with @UnicornAPR for the third year in a towards platforms like Blinkit, 
row, bringing the latest iPhone to Blinkit especially for high-demand products 
customers in Delhi NCR, Mumbai, Pune, such as the iPhone 16.

New Delhi Quick commerce platforms are Bengaluru (for now) — on launch commerceThis new development is set to Changing consumer preferences
changing the way people shop, and their day!”What makes this move even more disrupt the traditional e-commerce The rise of quick commerce also reflects 
latest target is the premium smartphone attractive to customers is that Unicorn is model. Quick commerce platforms like changing consumer preferences. Today’s 
market.Blinkit, a leading player in the offering additional discounts for select Blinkit have built their reputation on buyers, particularly those in urban areas, 
quick commerce space, has begun credit card holders, along with EMI speed and convenience.Customers who value speed and convenience more than 
offering the all-new iPhone 16 series for options, making the purchase of a used to wait for 1-2 day deliveries from ever. Blinkit’s decision to offer iPhones 
delivery within just 10 minutes, posing a premium smartphone more flexible and platforms like Amazon and Flipkart now for instant delivery aligns perfectly with 
challenge to traditional e-commerce affordable.Dhindsa also shared the have the option to get their new iPhone in this trend. People no longer want to wait 
giants.Sales of the new iPhone 16 series overwhelming demand for the new just minutes, thanks to Blinkit’s super- for days to receive their purchases — they 
began today and on this occasion, Blinkit iPhones and said, “We started delivering fast service.For traditional e-commerce want their products now, and Blinkit’s 10-
announced its partnership with Unicorn iPhones at 8 AM – and we're going to sites, which rely on a more extensive minute delivery option fulfils that need.
Stores, an authorised Apple reseller, to cross the 300 mark in a couple of minutes. supply chain and delivery process, Quick commerce platforms also add an 
deliver the latest iPhones in key cities like Today is going to be one crazy competing with a 10-minute delivery element of excitement to the shopping 
Delhi NCR, Mumbai, Pune, and day.”Challenge for traditional e- window will be a huge challenge. experience. 

iPhone 16 in 10 minutes: Quick commerce 
steals spotlight from e-commerce giants

RITES shares rise 8% but why railway 
PSU stock may be showing 48% slide

having also turned ex-bonus in August 
this year with a 1:4 ratio. The current 1:1 
bonus issue further highlights the 
company’s shareholder-friendly stance.

RITES has delivered strong returns, up 
46.17% in the past year, and continues 
to perform well technically, with its 
stock trading above key moving 
averages.Alongside RITES, several 
other companies also turned ex-date for 
their bonus issues today, including 
Phoenix  Mi l l s ,  Axi ta  Cot ton ,  
MINDTECK (India), and Ujaas Energy. 
These stocks saw upward momentum, NEW DELHI. Shares of RITES Ltd, the 
with Axita Cotton soaring 6.10% post state-owned railway PSU, rallied 
its 1:3 bonus issue.For RITES sharply during Friday’s trading session, 
shareholders, the eligibility for both the hitting a day’s high of Rs 383.35 on the in the stock price on their trading proportionally reducing the share price.
bonus shares and the Rs 5 dividend is Bmbay Stock Exchange (BSE). At apps.This significant drop, however, As a result, investors witnessing the determined by today’s record date, with 10:45 am, the shares of the railway PSU was purely due to price adjustments unadjusted price may have been dividends expected to be paid by were up 7.43% at Rs 363.90.The surge post the bonus issue.RITES shares, alarmed by the seeming 48% dip, but on October 12.While the price adjustment came as the stock began trading on an which had closed at Rs 682.45 on an adjusted basis, the stock actually rose may have caused confusion for some ex-dividend and ex-bonus basis, Thursday, opened lower at Rs 362.95 on 8%, reaching an intra-day high of Rs investors, RITES continues to maintain following the company’s 1:1 bonus Friday as the bonus issue effectively 362.45.Bonus issues, like the one from its strong position as a multi-share issue and a final dividend of Rs 5 halved the share price in line with the RITES, are often used to improve d i s c i p l i n a r y  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  per share, both announced earlier this 1:1 ratio.The bonus issue, which grants liquidity by making shares more consultancy firm in the transport year.Despite this positive momentum, shareholders one additional share for affordable, though they also reduce a infrastructure sector, particularly in the many investors were caught off guard, every share held, increases the number company’s reserves. railway industry.seeing what appeared to be a 48% slide o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  s h a r e s  w h i l e  RITES is no stranger to bonus issues, 

Benchmark stock market indices opened Friday’s 
trading session on a positive note as the US 
Federal Reserve’s rate cut has boosted the risk 
appetite among investors.The S&P BSE Sensex 
was up 415.45 points at 83,600.25 at 10:16 am, 
while the NSE Nifty50 gained 135.80 points to 
trade at 25,550.90.Most of the other broader 
market indices that weakened yesterday have 
gained momentum today, providing a boost to 
smallcap and midcap stocks.Major sectoral 
indices such as Nifty Bank, Nifty Financial 
Services and Nifty Auto gained, but Nifty IT was 
in the red due to profit booking in information 
technology stocks.

The top 5 gainers on the Nifty50 were JSW Steel, 
Coal India, HDFC Life, M&M and Maruti. On 
the other hand, NTPC, Grasim, Cipla, TCS and 
Tata Motors.Among other individual stocks, 
Rites gained over 7% as its shares trade ex-bonus 
and ex-dividend from today.

Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, 
Geojit Financial Services, said, “The Dow and 
S&P 500 setting yet another record highs 
yesterday is indicative of the strength of this 
ongoing global bull run led by the mother market 
US.”“The good labour market data from the US 
indicates that it is only slowing, not 
deteriorating. With inflation under control, this 
means the US is set for a soft landing under a 
declining interest rate scenario. This is positive 
for global equity markets,” he added.“A 
significant trend in India is the outperformance 
of Bank Nifty which is up two percent this week 
against Nifty’s rise of 0.2%. Weakness in the 
broader market on valuation concerns is another 
important trend. These trends are likely to 
continue."

Should you buy Vodafone 
Idea shares after 20% fall 
UBS shares new target price

Sensex surges 500 points, 
Nifty gains momentum; JSW 

Steel jumps 3%

NEW DELHI Nike has announced that years before moving into sales roles. became Vice President and General 
Elliott Hill will take over as the From 1990 to 1991, he worked in Manager of North America, where he 
President and Chief Executive Officer Sports Graphics sales, followed by a remained for three years, from 2010 to 
(CEO) of the global sports brand, three-year stint in Team Sales from 2013.As Hill took on more senior roles 
effective from October 14, 2024.In a 1991 to 1994. His ability to excel in at Nike, his responsibilities grew. In 
regulatory filing, Nike also revealed these roles led him to a Sales 2013, he became President of 
that Hill’s annual base salary as CEO Representative position, which he held Geographies & Sales, a role he held 
will be $1.5 million.Hill, who has for another two years until 1996.Hill’s until 2016. He was then appointed 
spent over 32 years at Nike, started his leadership skills were soon recognised, President of Geographies & Integrated 
journey as an intern and will now be and he transitioned into management Marketplace, serving in that position 
leading the iconic company. His roles. He worked in Sales Management until 2018. From 2018 to 2020, Hill 
inspiring career progression has from 1996 to 1998 before becoming the served as President of Consumer & 
caught the attention of many, and his Director of the Team Sports Division, a Marketplace, overseeing Nike’s 
LinkedIn profile has gone viral, position he held for two years. This operations globally.Now, Hill is poised 
highlighting his steady rise within the period marked the beginning of Hill’s to take on the top job as CEO, after 
company.Hill’s journey with Nike rapid ascent in the company.In 2000, three decades of working his way up 
began in 1988 when he joined as an Hill took on an international role as the company. His rise from intern to 
Apparel Sales Representative intern. Vice President of EMEA (Europe, CEO has made headlines, and his 
Over the years, he climbed the Middle East, and Africa) Sales and career path is being celebrated as an 
corporate ladder, working in various Retail, where he spent three years. example of dedication, hard work, and 
sales and management roles across After that, he returned to the US market loyalty.Elliott Hill’s promotion to CEO 
different regions and divisions of the as Vice President and General Manager has been welcomed by Nike’s 
company. Now, after three decades of of USA Retail for a year, followed by a Executive Chairman, Mark Parker, 
dedication and hard work, he has been role as Vice President of USA who has worked with Hill for over 30 
chosen to lead Nike as its CEO.Elliott Commerce from 2004 to 2005. years. Parker praised Hill’s deep 
Hill’s career at Nike is nothing short of understanding of Nike’s industry, Hill’s career continued to flourish, and 
remarkable. Starting as an intern in customers, and partners, calling him from 2006 to 2010, he served as Vice 
1988, he held that position for two the right person to lead .President of Global Retail. He then 

Western Carriers IPO 
allotment: Step-by-step guide 
to check status

NEW DELHI. The initial public offering (IPO) of 
Western Carriers India Limited saw decent subscription 
numbers before closing for bidding on Thursday.

Western Carriers Limited was subscribed 31.69 times 
overall. The retail portion saw a subscription of 26.92 
times, while the QIB category was subscribed 28.81 
times, and the NII segment received 46.68 times the 
bids.Investors who have bid for Western Carriers 
Limited can check their allotment status online. They 
can log in to either the BSE website or the website of 
Link Intime India Private Ltd, the registrar for the 
issue.The latest Grey Market Premium (GMP) for 
Western Carriers (India) IPO is Rs 20, as of September 
20th, 2024, at 10:01 AM.With a price band of Rs 172, 
the estimated listing price for the IPO stands at Rs 192 
(cap price plus the current GMP). The anticipated gain 
or loss per share is around 11.63%.

The IPO shares of Western Carriers (India) are expected to 
debut on the BSE and NSE on Tuesday, September 24, 
2024.

NEW DELHI  Shares of Vodafone Idea Ltd (VIL) took a 
sharp hit on Dalal Street, falling close to 20% after a 
legal setback.The Supreme Court on Thursday 
dismissed the company’s curative petition, which 
sought a re-computation of Adjusted Gross Revenue 
(AGR) dues.This decision came as a major blow for the 
company, as it had hoped for some relief regarding its 
hefty financial liabilities. With the court’s ruling going 
against the telecom firm, Vodafone Idea’s share price 
tumbled, prompting many investors to reconsider their 
positions in the stock.Vodafone Idea, along with other 
telecom companies, has been embroiled in a long-
running legal dispute over AGR dues.In 2019, the 
Supreme Court ruled that telecom operators owed 
billions in dues to the government, based on a broad 
definition of AGR. Since then, Vodafone Idea has been 
struggling to cope with the massive financial burden.On 
Thursday, the company’s hopes for relief were dashed 
when the Supreme Court dismissed its request to 
reconsider the 2019 judgment.This means Vodafone 
Idea will have to pay the full amount of AGR dues, 
estimated at Rs 70,300 crore. The news triggered a steep 
sell-off, with the stock plunging by 20%.Following the 
share price collapse, several brokerages have weighed 
in on the stock’s prospects. Opinions are divided, with 
some recommending a cautious approach and others 
seeing potential buying opportunities.

N u v a m a  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  E q u i t i e s :  ‘ H o l d ’ 
recommendation

Nuvama Institutional Equities said that the Supreme 
Court’s decision was a significant blow to Vodafone 
Idea but added that the stock’s 20% correction already 
reflects the impact of the increased liability.Nuvama 
adjusted its target price to Rs 11.50 from Rs 16.50, 
factoring in the full AGR dues liability. However, the 
brokerage reiterated a 'Hold' recommendation, 
suggesting that investors should keep an eye on key 
operational metrics like subscriber losses, tariff hikes, 
and capital expenditure.

10th round bidding for oil, 
gas assets under OALP to be 
held early next year

Blinkit announced its partnership 
with Unicorn Stores, an 
authorised Apple reseller, to 
deliver the latest iPhones in key 
cities like Delhi NCR, Mumbai, 
Pune, and Bengaluru.

NEW DELHI. The 10th round of bidding for oil and gas 
assets under the Open Acreage Licensing Programme 
(OALP) will be held in early next year, said a senior 
official of the petroleum and natural gas ministry.

Bidding for 28 oil and gas blocks in the ninth round is set 
to close on September 21, with preparations for the 
10th round already underway. The official noted that 
the Oil (Regulations and Development) Amendment 
Bill, aimed at reforming the oil and gas exploration 
sector, is expected to be passed in the upcoming winter 
session of Parliament. These reforms are anticipated 
to take effect for the 10th round.“OALP round nine 
closes the day after tomorrow, and we are already in 
advanced stages of preparing for OALP round 10. We 
are hopeful that the ORD Act will pass in the winter 
session, which will facilitate our efforts,” said the 
official.The next round is likely to include areas that 
were previously designated as ‘no-go’ zones, where 
exploration and production of oil and gas were 
restricted for strategic reasons.To boost India’s oil and 
gas production, the government has recently opened 
up more than 1 million square kilometers for 
exploration and production operations that were 
formerly categorised as ‘no-go’ areas.India is the 
third-largest importer of oil and gas, relying on 
imports for approximately 85% of its energy needs.

Efforts to enhance domestic production are critical for 
ensuring energy security. In FY24, India imported 
233.1 million metric tons (mmt) of crude oil, 
compared to 232.7 mmt in FY23.The OALP rounds 
are essential for India to raise domestic crude oil and 
natural gas production. Currently, India imports more 
than 85% of its crude oil needs and roughly half of its 
gas requirement.In the previous eight OALP rounds, 
144 exploration and production blocks comprising a 
total area of 242,055 sq km have been awarded.The 
government introduced the OALP in 2017 to attract oil 
and gas firms to develop India’s upstream sector. The 
OALP guarantees marketing and pricing freedom 
with a revenue-sharing model, apart from offering 
reduced royalty rates.Oil Regulations Bill could be 
passed in winter sessionBidding for 28 oil and gas 
blocks in the ninth round is set to close on September 
21, with preparations for the 10th round already 
underway. The official noted that the Oil (Regulations 
and Development) Amendment Bill, aimed at 
reforming the oil and gas exploration sector, is 
expected to be passed in the upcoming winter session 
of Parliament
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