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Atishi to take oath
as Delhi CM on September 21

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Sep. 18: Atishi, a promi-

nent leader of the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and Delhi minister, is set to take
her oath of office on September
21. The event will formalize her
continued role in the Delhi gov-
ernment and further strengthen
her position within the party.
Delhi Lieutenant Governor V.K.
Saxena has proposed September
21 for the swearing-in of Chief
Minister-designate Atishi, fol-
lowing Arvind Kejriwal’s resig-
nation. Sources say that
Kejriwal’s resignation letter has
been forwarded to President
Droupadi Murmu. However, the
AAP legislature has not yet con-
firmed a date for the oath-taking
ceremony. Atishi, who was unan-
imously elected as the AAP leg-
islature party leader, is set to become
Delhi’s third woman chief minister. She
assumed leadership after Kejriwal
resigned in a strategic move ahead of the

upcoming Delhi Assembly elections.
Atishi, a close ally of Kejriwal and
Manish Sisodia, has vowed to bring
Kejriwal back as CM. She will be
required to prove the majority of her gov-

ernment in the Delhi Assembly, with a
session scheduled for September 26-27.
After staking claim to form the govern-
ment, Atishi emphasised her commit-
ment to protecting the interests of

Delhi’s citizens. She also defended
Kejriwal, calling the corruption allega-
tions against him false, and criticised the
central government’s agencies for unfair-
ly targeting him. The Delhi BJP and

Congress have both criticised
the AAP government. Delhi
BJP President Virender
Sachdeva dismissed the lead-
ership change as ineffective,
while Congress President
Devender Yadav called for
Atishi to address the city's
pressing issues, especially
those affecting women. The
opposition parties view this
political move as a tactic to
deflect from the corruption
charges AAP faces. Atishi,
credited for many of the AAP
government's reforms, partic-
ularly in education, is expect-

ed to serve as chief minister until the
Assembly elections early next year. Her
leadership is seen as a continuation of
Kejriwal’s vision while also positioning
AAP for a renewed mandate from voters.

'One nation, one election' cleared by Modi cabinet
Naresh Malhotra

New Delhi, Sep 18: The union cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday approved the Ram Nath Kovind
committee recommendations to holding simul-
taneous elections in the country through the
use of common electoral rolls. Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
announced the cabinet decision and said the
agenda of simultaneous elections was passed
unanimously and all BJP allies were on board.
The minister said the cabinet accepted the
panel’s suggestions to roll out the plan in two
phases. “In the first phase, simultaneous elec-
tions to the Lok Sabha and state Assemblies
will be held. In the second phase, all local body
elections will be held within 100 days of the
conclusion of the national election so that for
the next five years, everyone can work to fur-
ther the mission of national development,"
Vaishnaw said. The government said the “One
nation, one election” idea would be implement-
ed through consensus and an implementation
committee would be constituted to finalise the
rollout plan, which would require legal process-
es and constitutional requirements to be met.

Under the leadership of PM Shri @naren-
dramodi Ji, Bharat has been witnessing trans-
formative reforms. Today, in this direction,
Bharat takes a giant stride towards landmark
electoral reforms with the Union
Cabinet accepting the recommen-
dations of the High-Level
Committee on One… The
Tribune reported on Tuesday that
the government had decided to
implement the “One nation, one
election” plan in the current
tenure of the NDA government.
Vaishnaw, however, did not put a
date to the rollout plan but said
once consensus was achieved and
legal requirements met, the plan
would be implemented. Home
Minister Amit Shah had yesterday
said the plan would be implement-
ed in this very tenure of the Modi
government. Vaishnaw said the
Kovind panel received widespread support for
the simultaneous election plan during its meet-
ings and a large number of political parties also
backed the idea, which was mooted much
before the 2024 General Election. Vaishnaw

said the simultaneous elections would have a
good positive economic impact, strengthen
democracy, remove impediments to growth
and enhance national progress. “We call upon

everyone to engage in detailed discussions on
the plan,” Vaishnaw said, adding that the dis-
cussions would be held nationally. The idea
received a boost when the parliament commit-
tee on law and justice backed it in 2021. “Our

country remains in election mode throughout
the year. We are of the view that the idea of
“One nation, one election” is not new to our
country as the first three elections (1952, 1957

and 1962) were held simultaneously,”
said the panel, giving the government
a reason to move forward with the
agenda. Conducting simultaneous
elections would entail amendment to
the Constitution to have fixed terms
for local bodies, legislative Assemblies
and the Lok Sabha. Amendments
would also be required for common
electoral rolls. The government then
established a committee under former
President Ram Nath Kovind to exam-
ine the issue and the panel submitted
its 18,626-page report to President
Droupadi Murmu in March this year.
As many as 47 political parties sent
their suggestions to the Kovind com-
mittee, with 32, mainly BJP and allies,

supporting the concept and 15 opposing it. Of
the 32 supporters, 26 are part of the ruling
NDA coalition. Among the 15 parties that resis-
ted the idea, 10 are from the opposition INDIA
bloc led by the Congress.

BSP holds positive view on
simultaneous election decision: Mayawati

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, Sep 18: Bahujan Samaj

Party (BSP) president Mayawati on
Wednesday said that her party holds a
“positive” view on the Union cabinet’s
approval of the proposal to hold
simultaneous elections, but its
objective should be national and
public interest. “Our party’s stand
on the approval given today by the
Union Cabinet to the proposal to
hold simultaneous elections of Lok
Sabha, Assembly and local bodies
in the country under the system of
‘One Country, One Election’ is pos-
itive, but its objective must be in
the national and public interest,”
she stated in a post on X. Mayawati
will hold a meeting of all party
office-bearers on Thursday to
review preparations for UP assem-
bly bypolls to 10 seats expected by
the yearend. She will also take stock of
the progress of work assigned to differ-
ent people to enhance the party’s organi-

zational and public outreach. The party
functionaries informed that Mayawati
will hold the special meeting at the state
office at 12, Mall Avenue from 11am. The
BSP chief will take feedback from party
workers over the selection of candidates,

as per a release issued by the BSP office.
“She will also address issues like confu-
sion in giving tickets to candidates and

denial of tickets to stalwarts in the
recently concluded LS polls,” said a sen-
ior party functionary. The BSP is aiming
to contest the bypolls more aggressively
as compared to the 2024 Lok Sabha polls
and 2022 UP assembly polls to regain its

vote bank. In four decades of its politi-
cal journey since its inception on April
14, 1984, BSP has been going through
a major crisis to regain its credibility
after poor performances in the previ-
ous general and assembly elections.
The BSP chief had re-announced her
nephew Akash Anand as a national
coordinator in June after restricting
him from campaigning after the third
phase of LS polls earlier this year.
Mayawati also expressed serious con-
cerns over the “rising” trend of using
bulldozers for demolitions, saying it
does did symbolise a just rule of law.
She also stressed that the Centre and

state governments must pay attention to
the implementation of the Constitution
and the rule of law.

Kolkata junior doctors: ‘Should now consider
calling of strike’: Abhishek Banerjee

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
Kolkata, Sep 18: Kolkata rape-murder

case: Trinamool Congress MP Abhishek
Banerjee urged the protesting junior doc-
tors in Kolkata to end their cease-work
protest and work "collaboratively" with
the West Bengal government to imple-
ment safety measures for doctors
across hospitals. Abhishek Banerjee
also said, as per the Supreme Court's
direction, most of the measures prom-
ised by the state government, including
the installation of CCTV cameras and
other infrastructural developments, are
under progress and will be “completed
within 14 days”. The ruling TMC-led
government announced several such
measures after the rape and murder of a
postgraduate doctor inside Kolkata's
RG Kar Medical College and Hospital
on August 9 shocked the conscience of
medical fraternity and led to nationwide
protests. “Since day one, I have supported
the doctors in their concerns regarding

safety and security, and I have always main-
tained that most of their concerns, barring
a few, are valid, sensible and justified,” he
wrote on X. The Diamond Harbour MP
also noted that the state government has
transferred former Kolkata Police commis-

sioner Vineet Goyal and other senior offi-
cials of the health department. “As a ges-
ture of goodwill, the doctors should now
consider CALLING OFF THE STRIKE
AND WORK COLLABORATIVELY WITH

GoWB to serve the people and expedite
the implementation of the task force's ini-
tiatives to ensure these changes are
promptly executed,” the post added. Also
read | Mamata Banerjee accepts ‘99%
demands’ of medics; junior doctors to con-
tinue ‘cease work’ protest Questioning the
CBI's record, he also alleged that the
agency has not completed “a single investi-
gation” they have undertaken over the past
decade. “Lastly, it is crucial to hold the CBI
accountable and ensure that no perpetra-
tors are spared, with swift punishment
handed down at the earliest opportunity,”
Abhishek said. The TMC has been ques-
tioning the central agency ever since the
probe was transferred from Kolkata police
by the Calcutta High Court. In her address
on TMC's foundation day, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee also questioned the CBI
for the alleged delay in completing the
probe and said the Kolkata police would
have completed the probe in seven days if
the high court had not handed over the
investigation to the central agency.

Haryana election: Congress
promises legal MSP, 6,000

pension in 7 guarantees
ST Correspondent

New Delhi, Sep 18: With the Haryana Assembly
elections approaching, the Congress party on
Wednesday announced seven key guarantees, includ-
ing a legal assurance for Minimum Support Price
(MSP) and a caste survey. Under its social security
plan, the Congress guaranteed a monthly pension of

?6,000 for the elderly, disabled, and widows. The party
vowed to reinstate the old pension scheme, a move
aimed at appealing to government employees. For the
agricultural sector, the party pledged to introduce a
legal guarantee for MSP, a longstanding demand of
farmers across the country. Congress also assured vot-
ers it would conduct a caste survey and raise the
income limit for the creamy layer from ?6 lakh to ?10
lakh. The guarantees were launched in the presence of
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, Congress
general secretary KC Venugopal, former Haryana CM
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, Haryana Congress chief
Udai Bhan and senior party leaders.

Police officer arrested in RG 
Kar hospital case suspended  

Kolkata, Sep 18: The Kolkata Police on Wednesday
suspended Tala police station's officer-in-charge Abhijit
Mondal who the CBI arrested in connection with the rape-
murder of the doctor at the RG Kar hospital, officials said.
As per the rules, a government employee, in custody for a
period exceeding 48 hours under any law providing for pre-
ventive detention or as a result of a proceeding either on a
criminal charge or otherwise, shall be deemed to have
been suspended by an order of the appointing authority.
Mondal was arrested on September 14 for allegedly tam-
pering with evidence and delaying the registration of the
FIR. He is at present in CBI custody. The RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital, where the post-graduate trainee doc-
tor was raped and murdered while on duty on August 9, is
located in the Tala police station area in north Kolkata.

Delhi HC refuses bail to
British national Jagtar
Johal in UAPA cases

New Delhi, Sep 18: The Delhi High Court
on Wednesday refused to grant bail to British
national Jagtar Singh Johal in several cases
lodged against him under anti-terror law UAPA.
A bench headed by Justice Prathiba M Singh
rejected the appeals filed by Johal against the
trial court orders denying him the relief in
seven cases being probed by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) in relation to a
series of alleged targeted killings and attempts
to kill in Ludhiana and Jalandhar districts of
Punjab in 2016-2017. The probe was transferred
from the Punjab Police to the NIA after it was
"identified" that the offences were part of a
"transnational conspiracy that intended to
destabilise the law-and-order situation" in the
state, the court noted. Opposing the pleas, the
NIA claimed that Johal, who was arrested in
November 2017, was "highly radicalised" and
an "active member" of the Khalistan Liberation
Force (KLF). It was alleged that being one of
the main conspirators, the accused provided
funds that were used for the procurement of
arms and weapons by two shooters. The bench,
also comprising Justice Amit Sharma, dis-
missed five appeals for being filed beyond the
permissible period under the law. 

SC seeks Centre response on
hybrid hearing in CIC, land

acquisition cases
New Delhi, Sep 18: The Supreme Court has

sought the response of the Centre and states
on providing hybrid hearings in the Central
Information Commission (CIC) and the author-
ity hearing pleas for compensation in land
acquisition matters on separate public interest
litigations (PILs) pointing out the lack of such
facility as a reason for case pendency in these
forums. In an order passed on Monday, made
public on Tuesday, a bench headed by Chief
Justice of India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y
Chandrachud issued notice on the two peti-
tions filed by advocate Kishan Chand Jain who
underlined the need to provide speedy and
effective justice to litigants by the integration
of technology. Jain said that that the CIC,
which has a nationwide jurisdiction, has to deal
with appeals filed under the Right to
Information (RTI) Act, which provides the
backbone for transparency in matters of gover-
nance and decision-making. Instead of provid-
ing virtual hearing links to litigants and
lawyers, the CIC conducts online hearing
through the National information Commission
(NIC) studios, which are designated spaces,
often located in government offices or district
headquarters. This practice requires appel-
lants to travel to NIC studios, causing incon-
venience, time loss, and additional expenses,
besides having to wait at these studios for their
hearings. 

Chandrayaan-4, Venus mission,
Indian space station and next-gen

launch vehicle get Cabinet nod
Sanjay Kumar

New Delhi, Sep 18: Chandrayaan-4, Venus
orbiter mission, Indian space station and next-gen
launch vehicle development plan get approval
from Narendra Modi government. Chandrayaan-4,
the next phase following Chandrayaan-3's success-
ful lander and rover landing on the Moon, received
approval from the Union Cabinet on Wednesday.
The Cabinet also cleared the plan for the Venus
orbiter mission, the development of an Indian
space station, and the next-generation launch vehi-
cle development, Union minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw told a press briefing. The moon mission,
named Chandrayaan-4, aims to develop and
demonstrate technologies for returning to Earth
after a successful landing on the Moon. It will also
collect lunar samples for analysis back on Earth.
Share your thoughts about Hindustan Times and
unveil a surprise! Submit Feedback! 1. Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will handle
the development and launch of Chandrayaan-4,
which is expected to be completed within 36
months. 2. The Chandrayaan-4 mission will cost
?2,104.06 crore. This budget includes spacecraft
development, two LVM3 launches, deep space net-
work support, and special tests. 3. The mission will
help India become self-sufficient in technologies
for manned missions and lunar sample analysis,
with significant involvement from Indian indus-
tries and academic institutions. 

'One nation, one
election' impractical in

democracy: Kharge
New Delhi, Sep 18: Union minister

Ashwini Vaishnaw on Wednesday
responded to Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge's criticism of the ‘one
nation, one election’ initiative, in which
Kharge called the proposal “impractical”
and incompatible with democracy. The
plan, which seeks to conduct simultane-
ous Lok Sabha and state Assembly elec-
tions across the country, was approved
by the Union Cabinet earlier in the day.
Union minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
responded to Congress national presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge's remarks over
'one nation, one election' Union minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw responded to

Congress national president Mallikarjun
Kharge's remarks over 'one nation, one
election' Kharge, quoted by ANI,
expressed strong opposition to the pro-
posal, saying, “We don’t stand with this.
One nation, One election cannot work in
a democracy. Elections need be held as
and when required if we want our
democracy to survive.” In response,
Vaishnaw said, “The opposition might
start feeling internal pressure (about
One Nation One Election) as more than
80% of respondents who participated in
the consultation process have expressed
positive support, particularly the youth,
who are very much in favour of this.”
The Union Cabinet, led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, approved the
‘one nation, one election’ proposal based
on recommendations from a panel
chaired by former President Ram Nath
Kovind. The panel's recommendations
include holding simultaneous elections
for the Lok Sabha and state Assemblies
as an initial step, followed by coordinated
local body elections within 100 days.
Additionally, the panel proposed the cre-
ation of an ‘Implementation Group’ to
oversee the execution of these recom-
mendations.
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Noida. The Greater Noida authority water into the wetland and causing two acts."Upon visiting the wetland, 
has set up a panel to probe how loss of vegetation."Environmentalist our team found numerous trees that 
untreated industrial effluents were Vikrant Tongad claimed there are had perished due to industrial waste. 
making way into the Surajpur about 100 industrial units near the A drain that runs through the wetland 
wetland, where numerous trees died wetland and most of them were requires proper channelisation to 
earlier this year. discharging untreated water into the prevent effluents from leaking into 

wetland. "We have already lost more the ecosystem. We have advised the The committee, comprising three 
than dozens of trees and many more pollution department to inspect senior officials from the Greater 
will be destroyed if this continues," nearby factories and take appropriate Noida authority, with representatives 
he said.According to the Provisions measures if their effluents are found from the district forest office, 
of Environment (Protection) Act, to be contaminating the wetland", irrigation department, and pollution 
1986 and Water (Prevention & said GNIDA general manager Indu department, will investigate and 
Control of Pollution), Act 1974, Prakash.Residents living near submit a comprehensive report on the 
industrial units must install effluent wetland said they saw canopy thin, wetland's status by the end of this 
treatment plants (ETPs) and treat branches dry, and trees die on east week.
their effluents to comply with bank over the last four years due to The complainant, Vikrant Tongad, 
environmental standards before chemical  discharge into the said, "I already sent two complaints 
discharging into river and water waterbody.regarding the matter. Despite the 
bodies. The central and state TOI reported the dire condition of the formation of a joint inspection team, 
pollution control boards monitor wetland in Jan, and after over eight there has been no action on the 
industries' effluent discharge and act months, concrete action is yet to be ground. No steps have been taken 
against non-compliance under these seen.against those discharging untreated 

NEWS BOX

Gadkari fumes over craters on EPE, says ‘we’ll not spare you’

A drain runs through it: Panel to 
probe what’s killing Surajpur trees

Birla Hospital said OPDs have seen an surroundings," said Dr Amitabh Ghosh, dengue cases were likely to go up because Gurgaon. The count of patients being 
uptick in the number of patients reporting consultant for internal medicine at of extended monsoon this year.diagnosed with dengue has gone up, with 
dengue-like symptoms over the past two Manipal Hospital in the city.The city had the city adding 18 cases over the first 17 "Several cases have been reported in Aug 
weeks."Symptoms are milder compared recorded a total of 276 dengue cases, days of this month, taking its total for this and Sept, and with the continuing rainy 
to the typical range of illnesses. But it is including a fatality, last year. In 2022, year to 42. The city reported three new season, we anticipate the numbers to 
crucial to identify them promptly and get cases touched 440, and the year before cases on Tuesday.According to data by increase further. Our emergency 
tested. Emergency departments are that, 327 patients were diagnosed with the the health department, four patients with departments are already managing a high 
witnessing an influx of dengue patients infection.On Tuesday, doctors said active infection are being treated at volume of patients.
who are receiving symptomatic treatment hospitals across the city and are 
in the form of intravenous fluids and recovering well.Of the 18 cases this 
antipyretics. There is no need for panic month, seven are women and all others 
even if you are diagnosed with dengue. are men. They are all between 17 and 48 
Paracetamol for fever and adequate years of age.An official said that the 
hydration are the keys to recovery," Dr health department has identified 
Tayal said.Commonly seen symptoms of Wazirabad, Bhangrola, Nakhrola, 
dengue include fever, headache, muscle Badshapur, Bhondsi, Bhorakalan and 
and joint pain, and a characteristic skin Garhi as dengue hotspots in the city."We 
rash.Doctors emphasised the need for have been tracking down active cases and 
taking preventive measures to slow the marking hotspots. MCG has been told to 
spread of infections. They recommend carry out fogging drives in areas with 
wearing full-sleeved clothes, using positive cases to curb breeding of dengue-
mosquitoe repellents and cleaning any causing mosquitoes," the official 
pools of stagnant water from containers, said.Experts have cautioned that warm 
coolers, among other precautions.and humid temperatures after showers or 

between spells of rain are ideal breeding "Due to the accumulation of garbage, 
grounds for mosquitoes that cause the waterlogging, and humidity changes 
illness. Dengue and cases of other caused by waterlogging, the prevalence 
mosquito-borne diseases, they said, are of these infections has become very high. 
likely to increase in the coming weeks.Dr We can prevent this disease burden 
Tushar Tayal, lead consultant at the through simple techniques l ike 
department of internal medicine at CK mainta in ing  c leanl iness  in  our  

Dengue stings hard, city tally crosses 40

minister also lauded the efforts Ghaziabad: Union road transport and 
of NHAI to reduce pollution. highways minister Nitin Gadkari 
"Forty per cent of air pollution came down heavily on agencies 
in the country is due to and contractors over the poor 
vehicular pollution, and NHAI condition of the Eastern Peripheral 
is making efforts to reduce it. E x p r e s s w a y,  s a y i n g  g o o d  
The NHAI is playing a key role operators would be awarded but 
in promoting environmental bad ones would be "driven out of 
sustainability, having planted the system"."We will not spare 
around 46 lakh trees this year. you. We'll ensure that bank 
The dependence on fossil fuel guarantees of those doing bad 
should be kept at a bare work are forfeited and after this, 
minimum."NHAI has adopted we will blacklist you, not allow 
the Miyawaki method of you to apply for new tenders," the 
plantation and installed eco-minister said.Gadkari, who was in 
friendly bamboo crash barriers the city to inaugurate a tree 

worth over Rs 65,000 crore in NCR, of along 10 km of national plantation drive ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke 
which work worth Rs 32,000 crore has highways."I have suggested to NHAI Naam' under the 'Swachhata Hi Seva' 
been completed. By Dec, there will be that metallic crash barriers should be campaign, took the EPE to reach the 
a marked reduction in pollution levels replaced with bamboo crash barriers venue at the Duhai interchange and 
in the area. In addition to this, we are along all national highways. This will noticed rough patches on the 
also adopting means to convert ethanol serve many purposes — it will generate expressway.Referring to winter air 
from crop residue, which in the long employment in North-Eastern states pollution when Delhi-NCR cities 
run will help control stubble burning where bamboo plantation is carried out become a smog chamber, Gadkari said, 
cases in Haryana and elsewhere."The in a big way," Gadkari said."We have undertaken highway work 

ICICI dy manager held for links with cyber 
fraudsters; 18th banker to be arrested this yr

Gurgaon. A deputy manager of ICICI account in Fatehgarh Sahib owned by in exchange for money.Gurgaon: A account in Fatehgarh Sahib owned by 
Bank has been arrested for his alleged Patiala resident Devendra Singh. A team deputy manager of ICICI Bank has been Patiala resident Devendra Singh. A team 
involvement in providing bank accounts from Manesar cybercrime police station, arrested for his alleged involvement in from Manesar cybercrime police station, 
to cyber cons to park defrauded money. headed by ASI Vijaypal, conducted raids providing bank accounts to cyber cons to headed by ASI Vijaypal, conducted raids 
His involvement came to the fore while in Sangrur, Patiala and Fatehgarh Sahib park defrauded money. His involvement in Sangrur, Patiala and Fatehgarh Sahib 
cops were investigating a case in which a in Punjab to arrest him. Devendra was came to the fore while cops were in Punjab to arrest him. Devendra was 
person was cheated of Rs 25.5 lakh by arrested in Patiala's Nohra village in May. investigating a case in which a person arrested in Patiala's Nohra village in May. 
fraudsters who offered him good returns The information he provided to cops led was cheated of Rs 25.5 lakh by fraudsters The information he provided to cops led 
from an investment scheme.Since Feb, to the arrest of Harpreet Singh, sales who offered him good returns from an to the arrest of Harpreet Singh, sales 
this is the 18th arrest of a bank staffer by manager at an ICICI Bank branch in investment scheme.Since Feb, this is the manager at an ICICI Bank branch in 
city police for allegedly helping cyber Fatehgarh Sahib, on July 9.Akashdeep is 18th arrest of a bank staffer by city police Fatehgarh Sahib, on July 9.Akashdeep is 
criminals route the money.Akashdeep the deputy manager at the same branch, for allegedly helping cyber criminals the deputy manager at the same branch, 
Singh is from Mandi Gobindgarh village police said. The duo allegedly opened a route the money.Akashdeep Singh is police said. 
in Punjab's Fatehgarh Sahib. Police said bank account in Devendra's name and from Mandi Gobindgarh village in The duo allegedly opened a bank account in 
Akashdeep had been working with ICICI provided it to cyber fraudsters. Punjab's Fatehgarh Sahib. Police said Devendra's name and provided it to cyber 
Bank since 2022. A police team led by "Akashdeep will be presented in court on Akashdeep had been working with ICICI fraudsters. "Akashdeep will be presented 
inspector Sunil Kumar went to the village Tuesday and taken on police remand for Bank since 2022. A police team led by in court on Tuesday and taken on police 
andarrested him on Monday."On Feb 29 interrogation. inspector Sunil Kumar went to the village remand  for  in te r roga t ion .  The  
this year, a person filed a complaint at the and arrested him on Monday."On Feb 29  The investigation is under way," ACP investigation is under way," ACP Diwan 
Manesar cybercrime police station this year, a person filed a complaint at the Diwan said.Police are questioning the said.Police are questioning the accused to 
alleging that he was cheated of Rs 25.5 Manesar cybercrime police station accused to find out more details about the find out more details about the cyber 
lakh through an app that promised high alleging that he was cheated of Rs 25.5 cyber fraudsters involved and the fraudsters involved and the commission 
returns on investments in the stock lakh through an app that promised high commission the bankers may have the bankers may have received from them 
market. returns on investments in the stock received from them for providing the for providing the account.Since Feb 11, 

market. Based on the complaint, an FIR Based on the complaint, an FIR was account.Since Feb 11, Gurgaon police Gurgaon police have arrested 18 
was registered under IPC Section 420 registered under IPC Section 420 have arrested 18 employees of SBI, employees of SBI, Kotak Mahindra, Yes 
(cheating)," ACP (cybercrime) Priyanshu (cheating)," ACP (cybercrime) Priyanshu Kotak Mahindra, Yes Bank, RBL Bank, Bank, RBL Bank, AU Small Finance 
Diwan said.During the investigation, Diwan said.During the investigation, AU Small Finance Bank, PNB, IDFC Bank, PNB, IDFC Bank, and ICICI Bank 
police found that the defrauded money police found that the defrauded money Bank, and ICICI Bank for allegedly for allegedly providing bank accounts to 
was transferred to an IndusInd bank was transferred to an IndusInd bank providing bank accounts to cyber crooks cyber crooks in exchange for money.

Noida. The Noida International Airport (NIA) has 
partnered with Statiq, an electric vehicle (EV) 
charging network, which will set up, operate, and 
maintain an airside electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure at the airport.According to NIA 
officials, all concessionaires and airport vehicles will 
have access to this EV charging network, designed to 
support the airport's sustainability initiatives and 
reduce emissions across its operations.

In the first phase of this partnership, Statiq will install a 
mix of 7.4 kW AC chargers for smaller electric 
vehicles, as well as 120 kW and 240 kW chargers for 
high-powered, rapid charging needs.NIA chief 
development officer Nicolas Schenk said, "With 
Statiq's expertise, we will ensure 24/7 availability of 
fast EV charging infrastructure for all airside 
operations, in line with our sustainable design and 
operations principles."The first phase of the airport — 
featuring one runway and one terminal — is likely to 
become operational by April 2025.

EV charging infra in Noida 
Airport soon

YEIDA master plan for 
aerotropolis, biz district gets 

town planner’s nod
Noida: Nearly two months after it sought a report 

on zone regulations for data centres and green 
spaces, the UP Town and Country Planning 
Department approved on Tuesday the Yamuna 
Expressway Indust r ia l  Development  
Authority's (YEIDA) draft master plan 2041.

A blueprint for the next 18 years for developing 
over 3,000 sq km in six districts under its 
jurisdiction, the draft plan focuses on boosting 
industrial development along the Noida 
International Airport, Heritage City in Mathura 
and other urban areas in GB Nagar and 
Bulandshahr.The draft, cleared by the 
Authority's board in Jan, was submitted to UP 
govt in July. However, the town planning 
department sent it back seeking details on data 
centres, green spaces, healthcare facilities, 
research centres, transport infrastructure and 
flood zones, among others.YEIDA CEO Arun 
Vir Singh said all the points were addressed in a 
letter dated Aug 30 and now the draft plan will 
be sent to UP cabinet for final approval.

While  YEIDA's  not i f ied area  covers  
approximately 3,352 sq km across six 
districts— GB Nagar, Bulandshahr, Aligarh, 
Hathras, Mathura, and Agra— the phase 1 of the 
Master Plan 2041 will focus on 759 sq km in 
Gautam Budh Nagar and Bulandshahr. The plan 
includes several major projects, including a 
medical device park, a semiconductor park, an 
electronic city, and a film city.It includes an 
aerotropolis — a multimodal commercial zone 
having corporate suites for business meetings, 
support services, retail, airline services and 
hotels under one roof — that is proposed to be 
developed on 6,554 hectares around the Noida 
International Airport.

A central business district (CBD) of over 480 
hectares is also planned to support business and 
shopping facilities. An Olympic Park, designed 
to host international sporting events and 
provide extensive sports facilities and 
accommodations for athletes, is also proposed 
under it.According to the blueprint, YEIDA will 
develop Aligarh as a logistics park with Tappal-
Bajna as its urban node and Mathura as a 
heritage city with Raya as its urban node.While 
the second phase of the draft master plan will 
include the Heritage City project near Mathura, 
the third phase of development will constitute 
Agra.

Collection agent, brother 
concoct loot story to cheat 
employer, held

Extend social security benefits 
to gig workers, assn tells govt

Noida. The Greater Noida authority has set up a panel to 
probe how untreated industrial effluents were making 
way into the Surajpur wetland, where numerous trees 
died earlier this year.The committee, comprising three 
senior officials from the Greater Noida authority, with 
representatives from the district forest office, irrigation 
department, and pollution department, will investigate 
and submit a comprehensive report on the wetland's 
status by the end of this week.The complainant, Vikrant 
Tongad, said, "I already sent two complaints regarding 
the matter. Despite the formation of a joint inspection 
team, there has been no action on the ground. No steps 
have been taken against those discharging untreated 
water into the wetland and causing loss of vegetation."

Environmentalist Vikrant Tongad claimed there are about 
100 industrial units near the wetland and most of them 
were discharging untreated water into the wetland. "We 
have already lost more than dozens of trees and many 
more will be destroyed if this continues," he said.

According to the Provisions of Environment (Protection) 
Act, 1986 and Water (Prevention & Control of 
Pollution), Act 1974, industrial units must install 
effluent treatment plants (ETPs) and treat their 
effluents to comply with environmental standards 
before discharging into river and water bodies. The 
central and state pollution control boards monitor 
industries' effluent discharge and act against non-
compliance under these two acts."Upon visiting the 
wetland, our team found numerous trees that had 
perished due to industrial waste. A drain that runs 
through the wetland requires proper channelisation to 
prevent effluents from leaking into the ecosystem. We 
have advised the pollution department to inspect 
nearby factories and take appropriate measures if their 
effluents are found to be contaminating the wetland", 
said GNIDA general manager Indu Prakash.

Residents living near wetland said they saw canopy thin, 
branches dry, and trees die on east bank over the last 
four years due to chemical discharge into the 
waterbody.

Discom team inspects 
substations, maintenance 
works
NOIDA: A team from PVVNL Meerut headquarters, 

under director (commercial) Sanjay Jain and executive 
engineer Krishna Kumar Bhargava, inspected 
substations — sectors 82, 83, 64, 63, Bahlolpur and 
Noida Special Economic Zone (NSEZ) — in Noida and 
Greater Noida. Officials said the maintenance works 
are underway, including smart metering, business plan 
works, review of Noida equipment store, and 
assessment of Advanced Metering Infrastructure 
Service Provider (AMISP) warehouse in Dadri.

This move was prompted by instructions from the state 
headquarters to evaluate the progress of current 
projects.On Tuesday, a three-hour shutdown affected 
Sector 47 and part of Sector 51 due to maintenance and 
tree pruning activities.Harish Bansal, chief zonal 
engineer of the Noida power department at PVVNL, 
said, “The team led by Jain reviewed the progress of 
smart metering, standard operating procedures, and the 
status of long-term unpaid work. They also evaluated 
business plan works and project closures.” Bansal 
added the team assessed ongoing changes to old cables, 
poles, feeders, and transformers in various city areas 
and reviewed the quality of work at power substations.

Additionally, they investigated the maintenance and 
supply systems, asking questions about high line loss 
from the engineers at the substations, Bansal said.

Jain also evaluated the power storage centre to determine 
the current inventory and future needs.

Noida. A collection agent and his brother were arrested 
for conniving and fabricating a robbery to cheat his 
employer of Rs 17 lakh on Monday.

The suspects are Rohit Bhati (24) and Rahul (28), 
residents of Dadri in Greater Noida, police said.

Atul Agarwal, involved in construction work, filed a 
complaint with the police saying his collection agent, 
Rohit, was robbed near Hazipur underpass within the 
jurisdiction of Sector 126 police station, additional 
commissioner of police Manish Kumar Mishra said. 
The suspects were charged under relevant sections of 
BNS.Mishra said, "Rohit was hired as a collection 
agent by Agarwal around one-and-a-half months back. 
On Monday at 6.30 pm, Agarwal received a call from 
Rohit, who informed him that when he was returning 
after collecting money, two unidentified suspects 
r o b b e d  h i m  a t  g u n p o i n t  n e a r  H a z i p u r  
underpass."However, when Agarwal questioned Rohit 
abou t  the  robbery,  h i s  s t a t ement s  were  
inconsistent.Upon examining CCTV footage and 
interrogating Rohit, it was discovered that he had 
conspired with his brother to deceive his employer and 
steal the money.Rohit had called his brother Rahul and 
given him the bag containing Rs 17 lakh in cash, along 
with his mobile phone, before contacting his employer 
to report the alleged robbery.

includes a standard operating Gurgaon. The Gig Workers Association 
procedure (SOP) detailing aggregator (GigWA) has urged the govt to extend 
responsibilities for worker registration social security benefits such as 
and data updates, has been well-employees' state insurance (ESI) and 
received. Under the new system, provident fund (PF) to gig workers, 
platform workers will receive a following the govt's move to register 
universal account number (UAN), aggregators and their platform workers 
granting them access to essential social on the e-Shram portal.GigWA has 
secur i ty  benef i t s .Ni tesh  Das ,  proposed that costs of these benefits be 
organising secretary of GigWA, said s h a r e d  a m o n g  g i g  w o r k e r s ,  
the need for social security through the aggregators, and the govt, citing 
employees' state insurance corporation current lack of social security for these 
(ESIC) and old-age protection via the workers.The association praised the 
e m p l o y e e s '  p r o v i d e n t  f u n d  ministry of labour and employment's 
organisation (EPFO). He called for the initiative to register gig workers and 
same protections afforded to formal establishment of a toll-free helpline 
workers to be extended to platform-(14434) to assist with the registration 
based gig workers.process. The ministry's advisory, which 

A drain runs through it: Panel 
to probe what’s killing 
Surajpur trees

New Delhi, Thursday, 19 September 2024

ICICI dy manager held for links with cyber fraudsters;
18th banker to be arrested this yr

Gurgaon. A deputy manager of ICICI Bank has been arrested for his alleged involvement in providing bank accounts to cyber cons to park
defrauded money. His involvement came to the fore while cops were investigating a case in which a person was cheated of Rs 25.5 lakh by fraudsters
who offered him good returns from an investment scheme.Since Feb, this is the 18th arrest of a bank staffer by city police for allegedly helping cyber
criminals route the money.Akashdeep Singh is from Mandi Gobindgarh village in Punjab's Fatehgarh Sahib. Police said Akashdeep had been work-
ing with ICICI Bank since 2022. A police team led by inspector Sunil Kumar went to the village andarrested him on Monday."On Feb 29 this year, a
person filed a complaint at the Manesar cybercrime police station alleging that he was cheated of Rs 25.5 lakh through an app that promised high
returns on investments in the stock market.  Based on the complaint, an FIR was registered under IPC Section 420 (cheating)," ACP (cybercrime)
Priyanshu Diwan said.During the investigation, police found that the defrauded money was transferred to an IndusInd bank account in Fatehgarh
Sahib owned by Patiala resident Devendra Singh. A team from Manesar cybercrime police station, headed by ASI Vijaypal, conducted raids in
Sangrur, Patiala and Fatehgarh Sahib in Punjab to arrest him. Devendra was arrested in Patiala's Nohra village in May. The information he provided
to cops led to the arrest of Harpreet Singh, sales manager at an ICICI Bank branch in Fatehgarh Sahib, on July 9.Akashdeep is the deputy manager
at the same branch, police said. The duo allegedly opened a bank account in Devendra's name and provided it to cyber fraudsters. "Akashdeep will
be presented in court on Tuesday and taken on police remand for interrogation.  The
investigation is under way," ACP Diwan said.Police are questioning the accused to find
out more details about the cyber fraudsters involved and the commission the bankers
may have received from them for providing the account.Since Feb 11, Gurgaon police
have arrested 18 employees of SBI, Kotak Mahindra, Yes Bank, RBL Bank, AU Small
Finance Bank, PNB, IDFC Bank, and ICICI Bank for allegedly providing bank accounts
to cyber crooks in exchange for money.Gurgaon: A deputy manager of ICICI Bank has
been arrested for his alleged involvement in providing bank accounts to cyber cons to
park defrauded money. His involvement came to the fore while cops were investigating
a case in which a person was cheated of Rs 25.5 lakh by fraudsters who offered him good
returns from an investment scheme.Since Feb, this is the 18th arrest of a bank staffer
by city police for allegedly helping cyber criminals route the money.Akashdeep Singh is
from Mandi Gobindgarh village in Punjab's Fatehgarh Sahib. Police said Akashdeep had
been working with ICICI Bank since 2022. A police team led by inspector Sunil Kumar
went to the village and arrested him on Monday."On Feb 29 this year, a person filed a
complaint at the Manesar cybercrime police station alleging that he was cheated of Rs
25.5 lakh through an app that promised high returns on investments in the stock market.
Based on the complaint, an FIR was registered under IPC Section 420 (cheating)," ACP
(cybercrime) Priyanshu Diwan said.During the investigation, police found that the
defrauded money was transferred to an IndusInd bank account in Fatehgarh Sahib
owned by Patiala resident Devendra Singh. A team from
Manesar cybercrime police station, headed by ASI
Vijaypal, conducted raids
in Sangrur, Patiala and
Fatehgarh Sahib in
Punjab to arrest him.
Devendra was arrested in
Patiala's Nohra village in
May. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Satveer Singh S/o Brijpal R/o H.No-
1150, Pocket-3, Lodhi Road, Lodhi
Road Complex Dellhi-110003. I have
disowned / debarred my son namely
Dilip  Kumar and his wife Monu
Rani@ Anjali from his entire movable
and immovable properties & other
assets due to their misconduct. If any-
body deals with them he/she will do
so at their own risks. I will not be held
responsible for any acts and deeds.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Gurpreet Kaur W/o Manjeet Singh R/o
566, West Guru Angad Nagar Laxmi
Nagar, Shakarpur, East Delhi Delhi-
110092 declare that name of mine, my
husband and my minor daughter have
been wrongly written as GURPREET
KAUR ARNEJA, MANJEET SINGH
ARNEJA AND GURLEEN KAUR
ARNEJA in my minor daughter name-
ly GURLEEN KAUR aged 15 year in
her school record. The actual name of
mine, my husband and my minor
daughter are GURPREET KAUR,
MANJEET SINGH and GURLEEN
KAUR respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

LOST & FOUND
Payment Receipts in favor of M/s.
UTSAV CORPORATION PVT. LTD.
for Flat No. T-15/PH-1, La Tropicana,
Civil Lines, Delhi - 110054 issued by
M/s Parsvanath Landmark
Developers Pvt. Ltd. The receipts
Numbers are- S0001831
Dt.06/04/2007, S0002251
Dt.02/01/2008, S0002252
Dt.02/01/2008, S0002394
Dt.02/05/2008, S0002431
Dt.03/06/2008, S0002451
Dt.21/07/2008, S0002452
Dt.21/07/2008, S0002453
Dt.26/07/2008, S0003614
Dt.22/06/2010, S0005421
Dt.11/10/2011, S0005621
Dt.03/01/2012, S0005874
Dt.13/03/2012, S0006003
Dt.13/04/2012, S0006349
Dt.04/07/2012, S0006632
Dt.19/09/2012, S0006886
Dt.21/11/2012, S0007831
Dt.28/09/2013, S0008745
Dt.15/04/2016, N0000775
Dt.21/07/2022 are lost and not trace-
able. Finder Contact: 8743800057

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Gurpreet Kaur W/o Manjeet Singh R/o
566, West Guru Angad Nagar Laxmi
Nagar, Shakarpur, East Delhi Delhi-
110092 declare that name of mine, my
husband and my minor daughter have
been wrongly written as GURPREET
KAUR ARNEJA, MANJEET SINGH
ARNEJA AND AVNEET KAUR ARNE-
JA in my minor daughter namely
AVNEET KAUR aged 14 year in her
school record. The actual name of
mine, my husband and my minor
daughter are GURPREET KAUR,
MANJEET SINGH and AVNEET
KAUR respectively which may be
amended accordingly. It is certified
that I have complied with other legal
requirements in this connection.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I, MD
RIZWAN ALI ANSARI  S/o , MD HADISH
ANSARI R/o RZC-1/12, Nihal Vihar,
Nangloi West, Delhi, Delhi - 110041
declare that name of mine and my wife
and my minor son has been wrongly writ-
ten as MD RIZWAN ANSARI and JAMI-
LAKHATOON and MD ARMAN ANSARI
in my minor son MD ARMAN ALI
ANSARI aged 16 years in his school
records. The actual name of mine and
my wife my minor son are MD RIZWAN
ALI ANSARI and JAMILA and MD
ARMAN ALI ANSARI respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

Name Change
I hitherto known as Jyoti D/o Balkishan
R/o Plot No.16, Kh No.8/14, Qutub
Vihar Phase-2, Qutub Pur, Delhi-
110071 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as Jyoti Singh.

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed that
Mrs. Prabha W/o Mr. Sunil owner of
Residential Plot land area measuring 150
Sq. Yards i.e. 125.41 Sq. Meters, out of
Khasra No. 1884, situated at Village
Dhoom Manikpur, Pargana and tehsil
Dadri, Dist. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.-
203207. She purchased the said property
from Mrs. Savita through a Sale Deed
dated 01.01.2024. The property is
financed by M/S Hinduja Housing Finance
Ltd., with its branch located at Greater
Noida, Uttar Pradesh. The Original Sale
Deed, as Doc No. 21410, Volume No.
7480, in Book No. 1, on Page No. 375-
396, reg. on 30.10.2014, in SR-Dadri, has
been lost. Any person(s) found in posses-
sion of aforesaid original sale deed, then
kindly contact the undersigned along with
original property document, within 07 days
from date of this notice on below address,
failing which, the claim as per aforesaid
sale deed shall be treated as null and void
in respect of the subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.

Name Change
It is for general information that I,
RAJ KUMAR RANA S/O OM KRIS-
HAN RANA R/o Q NO-379, TYPE-3,
BLOCK-18, LODHI ROAD, LODHI
COLONY, NEW DELHI-110003,
declare that name of mine and my
father has been wrongly written as
RAJ KUMAR and OM KRISHAN in
my 10th and 12th Educational
Documents. The actual names of
mine and my father are RAJ
KUMAR RANA and OM KRISHAN
RANA respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

Name Change
I, JC-334840L Rank-NB SUB
Name-VIJAY KUMAR Father of
VRIGYANK presently residing at
HEAD QTR, CHIEF ENGINEER,
AIRFORCE, WAC, PALAM, NEW
DELHI-110010 have changed my
son’s name from VRIGYANK to VRI-
GYANK SAHU for all future purpos-
es, vide affidavit dated 18/09/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I PIYUSH KUMAR NAHATA S/O
RAJENDER SINGH NAHATA R/O
4311 Gali Bhairown Wali Jogiwara
Nai Sarak, Delhi-110006 have
changed the name of my minor
daughter SOUMYA NAHATA aged
14 years and she shall hereafter be
known as SAMRIDHI NAHTA.

Name Change
I, SARAGADA BHAGYALAKSHMI
wife of NO-16120379N Rank-HAV
Name-BASAVARAMESH R/o  D.NO-
2-82, PAKADEBBA STREET, VILL-
MULAKUDD, PO-CHITTIVIALASA,
MANDALAM-BHEEMUNIPATNAM,
DIST-VISAKHAPATNAM, ANDHRA
PRADESH-531162 have changed my
name from SARAGADA
BHAGYALAKSHMI to BASAVA
BHAGYALAKSHMI for all future pur-
poses vide affidavit dated 18/09/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, KRISHANA wife of BALJEET R/O
1467/30, GALI NO-1, SHASTRI
COLONY, GOHANA ROAD, SONI-
PAT, HARYANA-131001 have
changed my name from KRISHANAto
KRISHNADEVI for all future purposes.

Name Change
I, MD NAEM ANSARI S/O HAFIZUD-
DIN residing at H.NO-4414/7,INSIDE
GHATA MASJID, ANSARI ROAD,
DARYA GANJ, CENTRAL DELHI-
110002 have changed my name to
MOHAMMAD NAEEM for all future
purposes.

Name Change
I, Jaspal S/o Hardev Singh R/o, L-1,
1125/27, Asthal Mandir Road, Sangam
Vihar,South Delhi,Delhi-110062, Have
Changed My Name To Jaspal Singh
Virdi S/o Hardev Singh Virdi For All
Future Purpose

Name Change
I, Anurag Prakash S/o Raj Kishor Lal
R/o A-301,The Palm Drive, Sector-66,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122018 Have
Changed My Name To Anurag
Prakash Lal For All Future Purposes

Name Change
I, Sonia Bhatnagar W/o Anurag
Prakash Lal R/o A-301,The  Palm
Drive, Sector-66, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122018 Have Changed My Name To
Sonia Lal For All Future Purposes

Name Change
I, Rakesh Pawar/Rakesh S/o Gordhan
Dass Pawar R/o 456/8, Brahman
Mandi, Near Ganga Mandir, Rohtak,
Haryana-124001 Have Changed My
Name To Rakesh Kumar For All Future
Purpose

Name Change
I, ADARSH KUMAR TRIVEDI S/O
SUSHIL KUMAR TRIVEDI R/O H –
17/246, SANGAM VIHAR, DELHI -
110062, have changed my name
from ADARSH TRIVEDI TO
ADARSH KUMAR TRIVEDI for all
future purpose.

Name Change
I Baidhnath Majhi alias  Viadyanath
Manjhi   s/o Amira Manjhi r/o 3096
Bheem Gali ,Ram Bazar Mori Gate
, Delhi 110006 inform that name of
Mine has been mentioned in my
daughter Anjali Kumar’s  educa-
tional  document is wrongly men-
tioned as Viadyanath Manjhi  . the
correct name of mine is Baidhnath
Majhi which may be amended
accordingly

Name Change
I Anju D/O Daulat Ram,W/O
Pradeep R/O House No.168. South
Side Central Park ,Janta Flat,
Pocket-1, Sector-6, Narela., North
West Delhi, Delhi-110040 have
changed the name of my minor son
Arman aged 14 years and he shall
hereafter be known as  SUNIL.
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Kamala Harris opposes Israeli reoccupation of Gaza, calls for end to war

Republicans block US Senate IVF bill despite 
Trump's support, Biden slams move

World Republican presidential candidate Donald 
Trump said he "got a very nice call" from his 
Democratic rival Kamala Harris just days after the 
former US President survived an attempted 
assassination at his golf club in Florida.Trump 
made the remarks during a Fox News town hall 
with Arkansas Governor Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
on Tuesday night. Harris's call to Trump came a 
day after US President Joe Biden spoke to his 
p r e d e c e s s o r  a b o u t  " S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  
protection"."President Biden called me yesterday 
(Tuesday). He was very nice... a nice conversation. 
I appreciate that he called," Trump said at the town 
hall.On similar lines, the Republican presidential 
candidate said of his conversation with Harris, "I 
got a very nice call from Kamala... It was very and 
we appreciated that."He, however, reiterated that 
"we have to take back our country. We have to win. 
We are going to win. We are going to make 
America great again".

Meanwhile, the White House described the call as a 
“cordial and brief conversation”, adding that 
Harris spoke to Trump directly “to express that 
she is grateful he is safe".

In an interview on Wednesday in Philadelphia, the 
US Vice President also confirmed that she called 
her Republican rival and "checked on him to see if 
he was OK. And I told him what I’ve said publicly, 
there is no place for political violence in our 
country"."I’m in this election, this race, for many 
reasons, including to fight for our democracy," 
she added.This was the second time in two months 
that Donald Trump survived an assassination 
attempt after a bullet grazed his ear at a rally in 
Pennsylvania. A week later, President Biden 
withdrew ended his re-election bid.

On Sunday, a Secret Service agent spotted the 
suspected gunman at the Florida golf course, 
glimpsing the muzzle of his AK-47-style rifle. 
The agent opened fire, driving him away before he 
had a direct line of sight to Trump or could fire a 
shot.

Israel's Mossad planted explosives in 
Hezbollah's Taiwan-made pagers: Reports

World. 

even as Tel Aviv did not immediately exploded were a modern model recently 
purchased by Hezbollah. Another report respond to the charges.Hezbollah, which is 

backed by Iran, has been engaged in cross- by Iran's Press TV suggested that the 
border warfare with Israel since the Gaza d e v i c e s  h e a t e d  u p  b e f o r e  
war erupted in October last year. The group exploding.Since pager messages are 
had instructed its members to avoid mobile typically transmitted over radio 
phones  and  to  r e ly  on  i t s  own  frequencies without encryption, hackers 
telecommunications system instead to can use specialised radio equipment and 
prevent Israeli breaches. software-defined radios (SDRs) to 

WHY WAS HEZBOLLAH USING intercept large volumes of pager 
PAGERS? communications simultaneously. This 

Reports suggested that following the killing of allows them to capture and decode pager 
messages over a wide area, potentially formidable adversary like Israel, which uses senior commanders in targeted Israeli At least nine people were killed and 

affecting thousands of users in hospitals, hi-tech security cameras and remote sensing airstrikes, Hezbollah has been using some 2,750 were injured in Lebanon on Tuesday 
industries, or government sectors that still systems to identify and strike down its low-tech devices, including landline phones after wireless communication devices used 
rely on pager systems.targets in enemy territory.Israel's electronic and pagers, to try to evade Israel's by militant group Hezbollah exploded in 

eavesdropping - including hacking into cell s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s u r v e i l l a n c e  what appears to be a targeted attack. While encryption makes it harder for attackers 
phones and computers - is also widely technology.Hezbollah has also been using its to intercept and read pager messages, Multiple reports have now claimed that 
regarded as among the world's most own drones to study and attack Israel's Israel's spy agency, Mossad, planted a small vulnerabilities may still exist. Hackers can 
sophisticated.amount of explosives inside the Taiwan- intelligence gathering capabilities in what exploit weaknesses in the encryption 

the group's leader, Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, made pagers five months before.Hezbollah CAN PAGERS BE HACKED? protocol, find flaws in the pager's 
described as a strategy of "blinding" Israel.and Lebanon blamed Israel for the wave of implementation, or use brute-force attacks if According to a Reuters report, some Lebanese 

explosions, which lasted for about an hour, These tactics have become crucial to facing a the encryption is weak.sources told the agency that the pagers that 

What caused Hezbollah pagers to explode, and how Israel could be involved

Harvey Weinstein set to be arraigned on 
additional sex crimes charges in New York

News box

World Gold Apollo, a Taiwan-based 
manufacturer that produces pagers, denied 
making the explosives-laden wireless 
devices which were detonated across 
Lebanon, killing at least nine people and 
injuring nearly 3,000 others. The company 
said the devices used in Tuesday's blasts 
were made by a European company called 
BAC which has a licence to use the Taiwan 
firm's brand name.

Addressing reporters at the Gold Apollo's 
office in the city of New Taipei, Hsu Ching-
Kuang, founder and president of the 
company, said that the "product is not ours. 
It only had our brand on it".He, however, did 
not elaborate on the location of the European 
firm. "We may not be a large company, but 
we are a responsible one. This is very 
embarrassing," news agency Reuters quoted 
Hsu as saying.The company chief stressed 
that he did not have any knowledge as to 
how the pagers were rigged with explosives.

According to a Reuters report, the police 
arrived at the New Taipei offices while Hsu 
was meeting reporters.The development 
comes after a Lebanese security source told 
the news agency that the Iran-backed 
Hezbollah had ordered 5,000 pagers from 
Gold Apollo.The source identified the 
model of one exploded pager as the AP924 
variant. Images of the damaged pagers also 
revealed a design and stickers on the back 
consistent with those produced by Gold 
Apollo.

Taiwan firm denies 
making pagers that 
detonated in Lebanon

World Hundreds of pagers, a communication 
device used by Hezbollah members, 
exploded across Lebanon on Tuesday, killing 
at least nine people and injuring nearly 3,000 
in a major security incident in the region. The 
Iran-backed militant group has blamed Israel 
for the mysterious blasts.

The incident has brought pagers back into the 
spotlight, decades after they fell out of 
popular use. Here’s what pagers are and how 
they operate:

WHAT ARE PAGERS
Pagers, once a staple of communication in the 

late 20th century, are simple, wireless 
telecommunications devices that receive and 
display messages. The rise of mobile phones, 
with their ability to make calls, send texts, 
and later even access the internet, rendered 
these devices obsolete.Traditionally, pagers 
are one-way communication devices, 
meaning they can only receive alerts but 
cannot respond. More sophisticated versions, 
known as two-way pagers, offer the ability to 
send and receive text messages.

HOW PAGERS OPERATE
The operation of a pager relies on a dedicated 

network of radio transmitters. When a 
message is sent, it first passes through a 
central terminal, which then broadcasts the 
message over a specific frequency. Radio 
antennas, part of the paging network, send 
out the signal to all pagers tuned to that 
frequency. Once the message is received, the 
pager alerts the user with a beep, vibration, or 
flashing light.Pagers operate on very high 
frequency (VHF) or ultra-high frequency 
(UHF) radio waves, differentiating them 
from mobile phones, which rely on cellular 
networks.The device typically has four key 
components: an antenna that receives the 
radio signals, a receiver that decodes the 
incoming messages, a display to show the 
message, and a battery. Each pager is 
assigned a unique identifier.

Pagers: Lebanon blasts 
targeting Hezbollah 
bring vintage devices 
into focus

World The first picture of the Titan submersible 
that imploded in June last year during its 
descent to the Titanic wreckage site was 
revealed by the US Coast Guard on Monday at 
a public hearing into the deaths of five people 
onboard the vessel.A text conversation 
between the Titan's crew and the Polar Prince, 
a nearby support ship, was also revealed 
during the hearing. When asked if it was 
visible on Polar Prince's informational display, 
a chilling three-word text from the Titan's 
crew came, saying, "All good here," even as 
the sub descended further, The Guardian 
reported.The image of the ill-fated Titan, 
captured during the frantic search for the 
vessel last year, showed the sub's broken tail 
cone resting on the floor of the Atlantic Ocean 
at a depth of 12,500 feet, giving a chilling 
reminder to the viewers about the aftermath of 
the implosion.Fragments of the sub were also 
visible on the ocean floor -- the debris that was 
found by the search teams that confirmed the 
sub's implosion.According to the Marine 
Board of Investigation, the Titan's detached 
tail cone and other debris gave "conclusive 
evidence" that the sub suffered a "catastrophic 
implosion", CNN reported.OceanGate, the 
company that developed the Titan, had come 
under intense scrutiny as former employees 
and whistleblowers expressed concerns over 
the design of the vessel.Tony Nissen, the 
former engineering director, spoke about the 
pressure to expedite the Titan's launch despite 
his reservations. Another contractor, Tym 
Catterson, expressed his doubts about the 
suitability of the materials -- carbon fibre and 
titanium -- used in the submersible's 
construction, according to The Guardian.

Image of  Titan 
submersible, chilling 3-
word message before 
implosion revealed

Trump says he got 'very nice 
call' from Kamala Harris after 

assassination bid

Kamala Harris 
called for a 
ceasefire and a 
two-state 
solution to end 
the Israel-Gaza 
war, emphasising 
the importance 
of  preventing 
Israel from 
reoccupying Gaza.

Information Minister Ziad Makary World. Israel's Mossad spy agency planted 
c a l l e d  i t  a n  " I s r a e l i  a small amount of explosives inside 5000 
agg res s ion . "However,  I s r ae l i  Taiwan-made pagers ordered by Lebanese 
authorities or the army have not militant group Hezbollah five months 
commented on the blasts and before Tuesday's detonations, multiple 
subsequent allegations.Hezbollah reports claimed, citing senior Lebanese 
militants have been using pagers as a security sources.Pagers, wireless 
low-tech means of communication in communication devices used by 
an attempt to evade Israeli location thousands of members of the Iran-backed 
tracking. The group has been in armed militant group Hezbollah, exploded 
conflict with Israel since Hamas's were imported five months ago.An simultaneously across Lebanon and parts 

October 7 attack.Israel has allegedly used investigation is being conducted into how of Syria on Tuesday, killing at least nine 
similar tactics in the past as well. the explosive charge was activated, the people and wounding scores. Nearly 100 
According to a former US National source added.Meanwhile, Hezbollah cases of blasts were reported in Syria.A 
Security Agency intelligence analyst, vowed to retaliate against Israel after senior Lebanese security source who 
David Kennedy, Israel had allegedly accusing it of detonating pagers across spoke to news agency Reuters alleged that 
planted 15 grams of RDX explosive in a Lebanon on Tuesday. The Iran-backed the pagers exploded when a coded 
mobile phone to kill Hamas leader Yahya militant group stated that Israel would message was sent to them, simultaneously 
Ayyash in 1996. The device detonated receive "its fair punishment" for the activating the explosives.Mossad injected 
when he made a call to his father.blasts.Condemning the attack, Lebanese a board inside the device that has 

explosive material that receives a code. 
It's very hard to detect it through any 
means. Even with any device or scanner," 
the source told Reuters.The Iran-backed 
militant group had ordered 5,000 pagers 
from Taiwan-based manufacturer Gold 
Apollo, which were smuggled into the 
country between April and May. A 
security source identified the model of 
one exploded pager as the AP924 variant. 
Images of the damaged pagers also 
revealed a design and stickers on the back 
consistent with those produced by Gold 
Apollo.The plot appears to have been 
many months in the making, according to 
the sources.Sources who spoke to Sky 
News Arabia alleged that the Israeli spy 
agency placed a quantity of PETN, a 
highly explosive material, on the batteries 
of the devices, and detonated them by 
raising the temperature of the batteries 
from afar.Qatar funded Al Jazeera channel, 
which also spoke to security sources, 
reported that the weight of the explosive 
placed in each device was below 20 grams, 
and that the pagers that were blown up 

used in in vitro fertilization, or IVF, should 
be considered children, jeopardizing access 
to the treatment used by millions of 
Americans every year."The freedom to get 
reproductive care is at risk for millions of 
other women whose most desperate hope in 
the world is to have a little one of their own," 
Duckworth, who had her two daughters via 
fertility treatments, said in a Senate floor 

Washington A US Senate bill aimed at speech after Tuesday's vote. "Republicans 
enshrining federal protections and only seem to care about protecting life when 
expanding insurance coverage for fertility it supposedly consists of some cells in a 
t reatments  fai led on Tuesday,  as  m e d i c a l  l a b  f r e e z e r. " R e p u b l i c a n  
Republicans voted against it days after presidential candidate Trump said in August 
Donald Trump surprised supporters by he would require the government or 
voicing support for such a policy.The bill insurance companies to pay for IVF if he is 
failed 51-44, falling short of the required 60- elected,  surprising some hardline 
vote threshold after most Republicans voted Republicans for whom the treatment is 
against it for the second time. Democrats controversial."We want to produce babies in fertility treatments for women trying to get herself and her family is outrageous and 
control the chamber by a slim 51-49 this country, right?" Trump said during a pregnant. Republican officials have had unacceptable," the US President said.The 
margin.US President Joe Biden slammed the town hall-style campaign event in La Crosse, every opportunity to protect reproductive bill's sponsor, Democratic Senator Tammy 
blockade of the bill, calling it "outrageous Wisconsin.Trump's campaign did not freedom – from IVF to contraception – but Duckworth, first attempted to get a vote on 
and unacceptable"."Yet again, Senate immediately respond to a request for they refuse to do so. The disregard for a the same bill in late February, after the 
Republicans refused to safeguard access to comment on Tuesday.woman’s right to make these decisions for Alabama Supreme Court ruled the embryos 

war began that day when Hamas July when Trump, in an interview, Wa s h i n g t o n  U S  D e m o c r a t i c  
attacked Israel, killing 1,200 people, questioned her Black identity.presidential candidate Kamala Harris 
mostly civilians, and taking about called on Tuesday for an end to the HARRIS, TRUMP COURT BLACK 
250 hostages, according to Israeli Israel-Gaza war and said that Israel VOTERS
tallies.Harris was asked about must not reoccupy the Palestinian In the 2020 presidential election, Black 
Springfield, Ohio, a city that for days enclave once the nearly year-old voters supported then-candidate Joe 
has found itself at the centre of a conflict comes to an end. Biden 92% to 8% over the then-
social media maelstrom after right-Speaking in Philadelphia to the incumbent Trump, according to the 
wing agitators latched onto false National Association of Black Pew Research Centre. Most Black 
claims that Haitian arrivals were Journalists, she called for a ceasefire voters, 63%, plan to support Harris, private investors to boost housing eating household pets.Former between Israel and Palestinian compared with 13% for Trump, supply, acknowledging that more President Donald Trump, Harris' Hamas militants, a two-state solution according to an NAACP survey work was needed to lower prices for Republican rival in the Nov. 5 and Middle East stability in a way released this month.However, some Americans."One of the big issues presidential election, has pledged to that does not empower Iran."We've Black voters are losing faith in the that affects people right now in terms conduct mass deportations of Haitian made ourselves very clear this deal Democratic Party. Over one quarter of the economy and their economic immigrants from Springfield if needs to get done in the best interest of younger Black men say they wellbeing is we have a shortage of elected, even though the majority are of everyone in the region," Harris, the would support Trump this election, housing supply," Harris said. "It's too in the United States legally."This is US vice president, said in response to the NAACP poll showed."Black men expensive."Harris reiterated a plan to exhausting and it's harmful and it's q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d  b y  t h r e e  are like any other voting group," expand the child tax credit to $6,000. hateful and grounded in some age-journalists.At least 41,252 people Harris said. "You gotta earn their She repeated a pledge that Americans old stuff that we should not have the have been killed and 95,497 vote."The interview was conducted not pay more than 7% of their income tolerance for," Harris said.The 45-wounded in the Israeli offensive in by NABJ members from TheGrio on childcare.The interview was minute interview began with the Hamas-ruled strip since October and Politico as well as an anchor for scheduled after Harris did not attend economic issues. Harris said that if 7, the Gaza health ministry said. The WHYY-FM, a public radio station.the group's convention in Chicago in elected president she will work with 

The IVF bill failed 51-44, falling short of  the 

required 60-vote threshold in the US Senate after 

most Republicans voted against it for the second 

time. Following the bill's failure, US President Joe 

Biden slammed Republican Senators, calling their 

move "outrageous and unacceptable".

ZSince the beginning of  the Gaza war last 

year, Hezbollah members have been using 

some low-tech devices to evade Israel's 

sophisticated surveillance technology. 

However, reports suggest that Tuesday's 

pager explosions in Lebanon could be more 

than just a remote hack.

until Weinstein is arraigned. Prosecutors NEW YORK.Harvey Weinstein is 
have said that the grand jury heard expected to be arraigned Wednesday in 
evidence of up to three alleged assaults: Manhattan on a new indictment charging 
in the mid-2000s at the Tribeca Grand him with up to three additional sex 
Hotel, now known as the Roxy Hotel, offenses, his lawyer said.
and a Lower Manhattan residential Weinstein's lawyer Arthur Aidala said the 
building, and, in May 2016, at a Tribeca jailed ex-movie mogul will appear in 
hotel.At the same time, Weinstein is court in person to face his latest legal 
awaiting retrial in his landmark #MeToo hurdle after he was excused from a 
case after New York's highest court hearing last week while recovering from 
overturned his 2020 conviction earlier emergency heart surgery.Manhattan 
this year.Weinstein's retrial is scheduled District Attorney Alvin Bragg's office 
to begin Nov. 12. Prosecutors have said disclosed at the Sept. 12 hearing last 
they'll seek to fold the new charges into week that a grand jury had returned a 
the retrial, but Weinstein's lawyers new indictment charging Weinstein with 
oppose that, saying it should be a previously uncharged offenses.
separate case.The indictment will remain under seal 
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Since 2020, Tupperware has 
struggled to maintain its 
market presence, repeatedly 
warning of  doubts regarding 
its long-term viability

Founded in 1946 by Earl Tupper, the 
company became a household name 
through its innovative plastic products 
and the introduction of its flexible 

factory, resulting in the layoff of nearly Tupperware Brands Corp has filed for airtight seals. Tupperware gained 
150 employees. This move highlights Chapter 11 bankruptcy, reflecting popularity through independent sales 
the severe challenges Tupperware years of declining sales and rising parties held in suburban homes, 
faces as it attempts to pivot in a rapidly competition. The iconic kitchenware creating a unique direct sales model.
evolving retail landscape.company reported assets between $500 

Despite its rich history and initial 
million and $1 billion, with liabilities The bankruptcy filing in Delaware success, Tupperware’s recent struggles 
estimated between $1 billion and $10 follows months of negotiations with serve as a reminder of the challenges 
billion.Since 2020, Tupperware has lenders over more than $700 million in faced by legacy brands in adapting to 
struggled to maintain its market outstanding loans. While creditors modern consumer preferences and 
presence, repeatedly warning of provided temporary relief, the competition. The company now seeks 
doubts regarding its long-term company’s f inancial  s i tuat ion to restructure and explore potential 
viability. In June, the company continued to deteriorate, underscoring pathways for recovery in the wake of 
announced the closure of its sole U.S. the need for more drastic measures. its bankruptcy filing.

Centre asks edible oil industry to 
maintain prices amid duty hike on imports

Tupperware files for bankruptcy amid long-term sales struggles

tax, and goods and services tax 36 of SpiceJet’s 64 aircraft were 
(GST). In an attempt to stabilise, grounded due to financial 
SpiceJet plans to raise Rs 3,000 difficulties and maintenance 
crore  through a  Qual i f ied  issues. SpiceJet has also faced 
Institutional Placement (QIP), multiple fines from the Securities 
selling shares to institutional and Exchange Board of India 
investors. While Yes Bank has (SEBI) for non-compliance, with 
approved the QIP, the airline awaits at least 20 instances reported in 
approval from ICICI and Indian the past three years.The airline 
Bank. had been aggressively expanding 

before the pandemic, particularly The funds will primarily be used to 
after the collapse of Jet Airways, pay off Rs 601.5 crore in overdue New Delhi The turbulence for SpiceJet 
which initially gave SpiceJet taxes and contributions, including seems far from over as the airline has 
growth opportunities.However, TDS, PF, and GST. An additional revealed it has yet to pay Rs 355 crore in 
the global halt in travel during Rs 750 crore will be used to clear Tax Deducted at Source (TDS) and 
2020, extended restrictions into debts with creditors, including provident fund (PF) contributions owed 
2022, rising aviation fuel prices, aircraft lessors, engine suppliers, to employees.
and the global grounding of and financiers. legal or enforcement proceedings, SpiceJet has not paid Rs 220 crore in TDS 

Boeing 737 Max aircraft in 2019 all Pending lawsuits including actions under the Insolvency deductions from employees' salaries 
created significant challenges for the The airline is also facing over 25 pending and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, from between April 2020 and August 2023 to 
airline.While competitors like IndiGo, lawsuits, excluding those involving its aircraft lessors and other vendors," said tax authorities. Additionally, the airline 
with a stronger financial base, managed promoter. Significant defaults under the filing.The airline aims to use a large owes Rs 135.3 crore in PF contributions 
to recover from the disruptions caused by aircraft lease agreements have grounded part of the money raised from the QIP to for the same period.In a preliminary 
COVID-19, SpiceJet has struggled. Its more than half its fleet, and legal actions get its grounded planes back in service. placement document (PPD) filed with the 
market share has dropped below 4%, with by lessors and other vendors are SpiceJet believes that to become Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE), 
fewer than 20 planes currently in ongoing."We have been in alleged default profitable in the future, it needs to expand SpiceJet mentioned that Rs 72 crore of 
operation. Most of its fleet remains under several of our aircraft lease its fleet, increase passenger traffic, and TDS for the assessment years 2009-10 to 
grounded due to financial stress and a agreements, leading to the grounding of a improve earnings.Grounded planes and 2013-14 is disputed.The company also 
shortage of spare parts and engines.large part of our fleet. This has triggered falling market shareAs of June 30, 2024, mentioned disputes over customs, service 

SpiceJet yet to pay Rs 350 crore in TDS, PF of employees

India's richest and poorest states: South 
leads GDP race, West Bengal stumbles

capital, Mumbai, the state’s per capita New Delhi. A working paper from the In stark contrast, West Bengal, once a top 
income grew to 150.7% of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime contributor to India’s GDP with a share 
national average by 2024. However, Minister (EAC-PM), released on of 10.5% in 1960-61, now accounts for 
the state no longer ranks among the Tuesday, has revealed significant only 5.6%.The state's per capita 
top five in terms of per capita income.disparities in the economic performance income, which was once 127.5% of the 

of Indian states. national average, has dropped to Poorest states struggle to keep pace
83.7%. This decline places it below While the southern states — Karnataka, The report also highlights the 
states like Rajasthan and Odisha, which Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala, and challenges faced by the poorest states. 
have traditionally lagged behind."West Tamil Nadu — have emerged as major Uttar Pradesh, once contributing 14% 
Bengal has experienced a continuous contributors to India’s GDP, states like of India’s GDP in 1960-61, now 
decline in its relative economic West Bengal, once economically strong, accounts for 9.5%.Bihar, despite Revolution, has also experienced a performance over several decades," the have witnessed a puzzling decline. being the third-most populous state, flattening of economic growth since report said.Despite its strategic maritime contributes only 4.3% to the national Southern states make up 30% of India’s 1991. The state’s per capita income, location and historical advantages, West economy.While Odisha has shown GDP which had risen to 169% of the national Bengal’s economic trajectory has been marked improvement, shedding its In 1991, the per capita income of the five average by 1971, has now declined to one of steady decline.Experts are puzzled image as a laggard, Bihar remains far large southern states was below the 106%.In contrast, Haryana has seen a by the state’s inability to maintain its behind other states in terms of economic national average. However, the sharp rise in per capita income to early economic strength. The report growth.The report suggests that states liberalisation of India’s economy brought 176.8%, with much of this growth highlights West Bengal as an anomaly have taken dramatically different rapid growth, allowing these states to occurring after 2000.The divergence among maritime states, most of which economic paths since liberalisation.The surge ahead.By March 2024, these states between Punjab and Haryana is striking, have prospered.The question of what southern states have capitalised on the accounted for 30% of India's GDP. as Haryana, once economically behind went wrong in West Bengal, particularly reforms, driving national growth. Karnataka, with its booming tech sector, Punjab, has now overtaken it in key with its industrial policies, has been a However, the case of West Bengal stands and Tamil Nadu, with its industrial hubs, economic metrics.subject of debate. The state’s political out as an unresolved economic puzzle, as have been pivotal in this growth. Maharashtra still tops GDP but faces climate, which shifted drastically after the state continues to fall behind despite Telangana, India’s youngest state formed challengesliberalisation, may have played a role in its early promise.With these regional in 2014, has also shown impressive Maharashtra remains India’s largest its economic stagnation. disparities widening, the report calls for economic performance, becoming a contributor to GDP, though its share has Punjab’s and Haryana’s contrasting deeper investigation into the policies and major player in India's economy. declined from over 15% to 13.3% in paths factors influencing state-level economic West Bengal’s sharp economic decline recent years. Home to the financial growth.Punjab, once a beneficiary of the Green 

NEW DELHI: The government on Tuesday 
scrapped the windfall tax on domestically 
produced crude oil, set to take effect from 
September 18. The tax, imposed as a Special 
Additional Excise Duty (SAED), was reduced 
from Rs. 1850 per tonne to nil.

This is the second time since the tax was 
introduced in July 2022 that it has been reduced 
to nil. The last time the SAED was reduced to 
zero was on April 4, 2023. The SAED on the 
export of diesel, petrol, and jet fuel or ATF 
remains at nil. The windfall tax is levied 
fortnightly based on average oil prices in the 
preceding two weeks. The last revision took 
place on August 31, when the tax on crude 
petroleum was set at Rs.1850 per tonne.

India first imposed windfall profit taxes on July 1, 
2022, joining other countries that tax the 
excessive profits of energy companies. The levy 
on exports of petrol, diesel, and aviation fuel was 
introduced to encourage private refiners to sell 
fuel domestically instead of exporting it to 
benefit from higher refining margins.

The decision to scrap the windfall tax comes as 
global benchmark Brent crude prices have fallen 
below USD 75 a barrel from over USD 92 a 

barrel in April. A windfall tax is a levy imposed 
by governments when an industry unexpectedly 
earns large profits, mainly due to an 
unprecedented event. This move may lead to 
expectations of price cuts for petrol and diesel, as 
the government reviews the decline in 
international crude oil prices.Recently, Pankaj 
Jain, Secretary at the Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas, also mentioned that he is discussing 
the possibility of withdrawing the windfall tax 
on crude oil exports with the Finance Ministry. 
He also mentioned that Oil Marketing 
Companies (OMCs) may consider reducing 
petrol and diesel prices domestically if 
international crude prices remain low for an 
extended period.

New Delhi  Precious metals showed mixed trends in the 
Indian markets today. Gold is trading on the higher side 
of the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) while silver 
prices have recorded a dip on Wednesday, September 
18.

Gold futures, maturing on October 4, 2024, stood at Rs 
73,175 per 10 grams, after recording a hike of Rs 81 or 
0.11 per cent. The previous close was recorded at Rs 
73,094.Meanwhile, silver futures, due on December 5, 
2024, witnessed a dip of Rs 370 or 0.42 per cent and 
were retailing at Rs 88,770 per kg on the MCX against 
the previous close of Rs 89,140.The price of gold varies 
for different regions in the country based on certain 
parameters such as the excise duty, making charges and 
the state taxes.

Samir Kumar named Amazon 
India's new head after 
Manish Tiwary's exit

Government scrapes 
windfall tax on domestically 

produced crude oil

NEW DELHI Government of India has The government has 
advised edible oil associations to increased the basic customs 
maintain the minimum retail price duty on various edible oils 
(MRP) of oil until the availability of to support domestic oilseed 
edible oil stocks imported at 0% and pr ices .Effec t ive  f rom 
12.5% Basic Customs Duty (BCD). September 14, 2024, the 

The Secretary of the Department of Food basic customs duty on crude 
and Public Distribution (DFPD) soybean oil, crude palm oil, 
chaired a meeting with representatives and crude sunflower oil has 
f rom the  So lven t  Ex t r ac t ion  been raised from 0% to 
Association of India (SEAI), the Indian 20%, bringing the total 
Vegetable Oil Producers’ Association effective duty on crude oils 
(IVPA), and the Soybean Oil Producers to 27.5%. Additionally, the 
Association (SOPA) today to discuss basic customs duty on 
pricing strategies.The leading edible MRP of oils such as sunflower oil, refined palm oil, refined 
oil associations were advised to ensure soybean oil, and mustard oil had been sunflower oil, and refined soybean oil 
that the MRP of each type of oil is reduced by the industry.These price has increased from 12.5% to 32.5%, 
maintained until stocks imported at 0% reductions were a result of falling making the total effective duty on 
and 12.5% BCD are exhausted. They international prices and reduced import refined oils 35.75%.
were also asked to address this matter duties on edible oils, making them The central government is also aware that 
w i t h  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  cheaper. The industry has been there is close to 30 lakh metric tonnes 
immediately.Previously, following periodically advised to align domestic (LMT) of edible oil stock imported at 
meetings held by the department with prices with international prices to lower duties, which is sufficient for 45 
leading edible oil associations, the lessen the burden on consumers.The to 50 days of domestic consumption.

Sensex, Nifty hit all-time high 
after early dip; Ola Electric 
shares up 4%

NEW DELHI.  Benchmark stock market indices erased 
early losses on Wednesday to hit fresh all-time high on 
positive expectations of the US Fed rate cut to be 
announced later in the day.The S&P BSE Sensex added 
188.33 points to 83,267.99, while the NSE Nifty50 
gained 46.90 points to 25,465.45 as of 12 PM.Dr V K 
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit 
Financial Services, said, “The significance of the Fed 
rate decision expected tonight is evident from the wait 
and watch market mood across the globe yesterday. 
Perhaps more important than the Fed action would be 
the Fed commentary and the message.”“An ideal and 
possible outcome would be a 25 bps rate cut with a 
dovish message indicating a series of rate cuts. Good 
retail sales data along with a weakening labor market 
point to such a possibility,” he said.

Among the top gainers on Nifty50, Bajaj Finance led the 
pack with a 3.81% increase, followed by Shriram 
Finance at 3.10%. Bajaj Finserv also performed well, 
rising by 1.99%, while Mahindra & Mahindra (M&M) 
and Hero MotoCorp saw gains of 1.78% and 1.77% 
respectively.However, some stocks experienced losses. 
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) dropped by 3.23%, 
while Tech Mahindra fell 2.68%. Infosys declined by 
2.73%, Wipro decreased by 2.47%, and HCL 
Technologies saw a 2.21% dip.

18 of the 30 stocks on BSE were in green.
Several sectors posted gains, with Nifty Financial 

Services leading the way, up by 1.70%. Nifty Bank 
followed closely with a 1.41% increase, while Nifty 
Private Bank rose by 1.35%. Nifty Financial Services 
PE 50 also performed well, gaining 1.69%. Other 
sectors in the green included Nifty Auto (0.51%), Nifty 
FMCG (0.09%), and Nifty PSU Bank (0.64%).

New Delhi  Amazon’s 25-year-veteran Samir Kumar will 
take over the reins of its India consumer business as the 
company undergoes a leadership transition following 
the resignation of Manish Tiwary, the retail giant said in 
a release on Wednesday.Amit Agarwal, Amazon’s SVP 
for Emerging Markets, announced in an internal email 
that Samir Kumar will take on the responsibility to lead 
India as its Country Manager, in addition to his current 
charter of leading Amazon’s consumer businesses in the 
Middle East, South Africa and Turkey.

Samir, who joined Amazon in 1999, was a part of the 
original team that planned and launched Amazon.in in 
2013, the release said.With this change, the current 
Amazon.in leadership team of Saurabh Srivastava 
(Categories), Harsh Goyal (Everyday Essentials), Amit 
Nanda (Marketplace), and Aastha Jain (Growth 
Initiatives) will now report to Samir. Kishore Thota 
(Emerging Markets Shopping Experience) will report to 
Amit directly.Samir is working closely with Manish 
Tiwary on the transition, and will assume operational 
responsibilities for India starting October 1.

Commenting on the transition, Amit Agarwal, SVP for 
Emerging Markets, said: “I am deeply appreciative of 
Manish’s leadership in steering Amazon.in to become 
the de facto starting point for Indians to buy and sell 
anything online. I wish him the best for his next 
chapter.”

Gold, silver price: Yellow 
metal trades higher, silver 
records dip on MCX

Wipro implements strict 
work-from-office policy; 
Employees face leave 
deductions

SpiceJet has not paid Rs 220 
crore in TDS deductions from 
employees' salaries between 
April 2020 and August 2023 
to tax authorities.

New Delhi.  Wipro, a leading IT company in India, has 
introduced a stringent work-from-office policy 
mandating employees to be present at least three 
days a week. Failure to comply with this requirement 
will result in deductions from their leave balance.

In an email sent to employees on September 2, Wipro’s 
management instructed the human resources team to 
revoke any existing work-from-home approvals, 
emphasizing that any absence from the office would 
directly affect leave entitlements. According to an 
employee quoted in reports, missing a day in the 
office will lead to the deduction of one day of leave 
for each day not attended.This new directive applies 
only to certain projects within the company, rather 
than being a blanket policy for all employees.

Wipro’s decision reflects a broader trend among 
Indian IT firms aiming to return to in-office work. 
LTIMindtree has implemented a similar policy 
requiring employees to work on-site four days a 
week, while Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) has 
linked variable pay to attendance, necessitating a full 
five-day office presence. Infosys has also adopted a 
three-day attendance rule akin to Wipro's.These 
changes highlight a growing emphasis on 
reinforcing office culture as hybrid work 
arrangements continue to evolve within the industry.
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ZReal Madrid boss Carlo Ancelotti 
was in awe of  Endrick after the 
Brazilian forward's incredible 
goal against Stuttgart in the 
Champions League on September 
17, Tuesday. Endrick's goal 
helped Los Blancos seal a win on 
Tuesday.

NEWS BOX

was prepared and sent by the 
Pakistan Cricket Board to 
them some months back."The 
t e n t a t i v e  s c h e d u l e  i s  
important because it involves 
the Indian team being based 
in Lahore and playing all their 
matches in the city," a well-
informed source said. The 
source said a scenario where 
the Indian government does 
not allow the Indians to travel 
to Pakistan will also be 
discussed.The delegation 
would inspect the ongoing 
construction work in Karachi 
a n d  t h e  t e a m  h o t e l  
arrangements before flying to 
Islamabad and Lahore for the 

Manager of Cricket and Production same purpose.
Manager are part of the delegation.Islamabad  A five-member delegation of the "The delegation which includes their ICC 

Andy Atkinson, the ICC Pitch Consultant, has International Cricket Council (ICC) landed Security Manager would also get briefings 
also visited Pakistan on three different in Karachi on Tuesday for an inspection from security officials in Pakistan." The 
occasions since April. According to details, visit for next year's Champions Trophy in source said it is entirely up to the ICC when 
the ICC delegation would discuss the Pakistan. Top officials of ICC's Events and they decide to finalise and announce the 
tentative schedule of the tournament which Security Departments and the General tournament schedule. 

the hard work, the dream of standing on the 
podium and representing India keeps me 
inspired and driven," said Manu.

Journey to Olympics was a team effort
Manu said that her journey to the Olympics 

was a team effort and she wouldn't have 
succeeded without her coach Jaspal Rana. 
The Indian shooter said Rana's constant 
encouragement coupled with her family's 
support kept her motivated and grounded.

Manu also paid tribute to her teammates for 
providing crucial support and making her 
journey feel less solitary."The journey to 

New Delhi. Manu Bhaker has claimed that her the Olympics was a team effort, and I 
aim is to hit the 'bullseye' at the Los Angeles was both humbling and motivating for her. couldn't have succeeded without my coach, 
Olympics in 2028 and change the colour of Manu said that each stage of her training is Jaspal Rana, my family, and my teammates. 
her medal bronze to gold at the games next now aimed at refining her precision and Jaspal's constant encouragement guided me 
time. Manu was one of the stars of India in focus with the goal of winning the gold through challenging moments, while my 
their 2024 Paris Olympics campaign as she medal at the next Olympics. family's unwavering belief kept me 
won 2 bronze medals in the 10m air pistol "Being referred to as the 'golden girl' of motivated and grounded. My teammates 
individual and mixed team events. She came shooting is both humbling and motivating. provided crucial support, making the 
close to adding another medal in the 25 m My sights are set on hitting the bullseye at journey feel less solitary. Their collective 
pistol round but ended up finishing fourth. the Los Angeles Olympics. Each stage of my presence and support were essential, 

Speaking to Times Of India in an exclusive training is aimed at refining my precision reminding me that every achievement is the 
interview, the 22-year-old said being and focus, all with the goal of securing that result of many hands working together," said 
referred to as the 'golden girl' of shooting gold medal. While I focus on the journey and Manu.

'Golden girl' Manu Bhaker eyes hitting 
bullseye at Los Angeles Olympics

New Delhi Australia's leg-spinner Adam 
Zampa is gearing up for a major personal 
milestone as he approaches his 100th one-
day international (ODI) appearance. Despite 
his significant contributions to Australia's 
white-ball success, Zampa has come to terms 
with the reality that his chances of playing in 
the prestigious Ashes series are slim.

Zampa, who played a crucial role in Australia's 
title win in the 2023 World Cup, is set to 
reach his 100th ODI cap during the first 
match of a five-game series against England 
at Trent Bridge. While his achievements in 
the shorter formats of the game have been 
impressive, the 32-year-old has yet to make 
his Test debut and admits its unlikely he ever 
will."Realistically, I'm probably not going to 
play in an Ashes in my career," Zampa said at 
Trent Bridge ahead of Thursday's clash. "I'm 
OK with that. We have lots of Test cricket, 
and there's still a bit of drive to play, but 

playing in an 
Ashes, especially 
against England 
in England or 
Australia, doesn't 
seem to be on the 
cards."Australia’
s Test side has 
long relied on 
Nathan Lyon as 
t h e i r  g o - t o  
spinner in red-
ball cricket. With 

emerging talents like Todd Murphy and 
Mitchell Swepson also in the mix, Zampa’s 
opportunities in Test cricket have remained 
limited. Yet, he remains content with his 
white-ball career and the rivalry he enjoys 
with England in limited-overs formats."I 
think rivalry in any sport gives depth to the 
games," Zampa noted. "The Ashes has its 
own charm, but playing against England in 
any format is special. It’s a great rivalry, and 
it’s always a battle we look forward to."As he 
nears his ODI century, Zampa reflects on his 
journey with gratitude. "I never thought I'd 
play this many matches for Australia," he 
said. "It’s an incredible honor to represent 
your country, and to be doing it for the 100th 
time is special. Having my family here with 
me — my wife, son, and parents — will 
make it an even more memorable 
occasion."Though Australia will look to 
defend their 50-over crown at the 2027 
World Cup in southern Africa, Zampa is not 
setting any retirement deadlines. "I'm still 
enjoying playing for Australia, and as long as 
I feel like I’m bowling well and contributing, 
I’ll keep going. I love being part of this 
group, and while I’m still motivated, there’s 
no need to think about the end."

Stuttgart in the UEFA Champions League Ancelotti expressed satisfaction with his 
on September 17, Tuesday. Endrick scored team's opening performance in their 
the final goal in a 3-1 win for Los Blancos Champions League title defence, despite a 
against the German side at the Santiago challenging start where Stuttgart 
Bernabeu, in what was a tough test for controlled the early stages.
Ancelott's men.Endrick's goal was one of  The German side created numerous 
the highlights of the night as he made a opportunities, but Real Madrid's 
darting run from close to the Madrid box all goalkeeper, Thibaut Courtois, delivered a 
the way to the other side, before unleashing series of outstanding saves to keep them at 
a fierce shot in the final minute of the game. bay. Ancelotti also said that Real Madrid 
Speaking to the reporters, as quoted by something special, something I have never is still trying to find their best version."If 
Reuters, Ancelotti claimed that the seen. And he has such a strong and very fast anyone thinks that winning games is easy, 
youngster is able to do things no one can shooting.""Endrick had courage because it they are wrong. I have coached more than 
think of. The Italian tactician also praised was the last ball of the game. The best 200 games in the Champions League and I 
Endrick's courage for scoring such a goal in solution was to take advantage of the three can't remember a game without suffering," 
the final moments of the game against one, with Vinicius and Rodrygo open Ancelotti said."Nobody knows better than 

in the wings, but he did it very well, even New Delhi Real Madrid boss Carlo Ancelotti "He is able to do things that no-one can think Real Madrid what it's like to win a 
though it was perhaps the most complicated was in awe of Endrick and claimed that of.""He has the gift that strikers dreams of, Champions League with suffering. We are 
solution."Brazilian has the 'gift' that strikers can dream the gift of being very effective, decisive," still trying to find our best version. It's a work 

of having after his stunning goal against Ancelotti said. "You can see that he has We are still trying to find our best version in progress.

finish fourth ahead of Verstappen and take 
another bite out of the champion's standings 
lead.Teams' performances fluctuate week by 
week, depending on upgrades from the 
factories, track conditions and setup 
changes, like the one which Verstappen 
blamed for ruining his weekend in 
Azerbaijan.Even a change of tires can turn an 
also-ran into a contender, Russell said 
Sunday.“Just in this one race, we had a car 
that could have won if you took the pace 
from half of the race and a car that should 
have been outside the top 10 from the other 
half,” he said, adding: “So I hope we’ve got 
the faster version” for next week's race in 
Singapore.The Singapore street track hosted 
one of the most competitive races of an best season I can think of ever in Formula 1 eight drivers going into Singapore and we’re 
otherwise Red Bull-dominated 2023 season. since I’ve been here," Brown told The going ‘I don’t know which of these four LEBANON. After a thrilling Azerbaijan 
On worn tires, Sainz held off Norris' Associated Press from the IndyCar season teams might win. I don’t know which of Grand Prix, it seems like nearly half the field 
McLaren and the two Mercedes of seven-finale at Nashville Superspeedway in these eight drivers might win,’ I can’t recall is capable of winning races in Formula 
time champion Lewis Hamilton and Russell, Tennessee.Could it even be better than the Fo rmula  1  hav ing  tha t  l eve l  o f  1.McLaren chief executive Zak Brown, 
who crashed from third on the last lap.Piastri 2021 fight between Verstappen and Lewis competitiveness.”whose driver Lando Norris is Max 
is F1's on-form driver with the most points of Hamilton, which was decided on the final lap There was non-stop action Sunday.Verstappen's closest title challenger, says 
anyone in the last seven races. He knows just of the year and helped fuel F1's Netflix McLaren's Oscar Piastri took the win in Baku, he's enjoying the best show he's seen in his 
how many moving parts are involved in boom? Brown thinks it might be.“That was but only after a daring overtake on Ferrari's eight years in F1.There have been six 
success this year, and how quickly it can all mega exciting, but it’s just two guys, two Charles Leclerc. Perez was in the mix for different winners in the last eight races, 
change.“We’ve been in with a chance good guys. Now you’ve got four good teams Red Bull until he and Ferrari's Carlos Sainz representing four different teams. 
everywhere, and I think today was definitely in today’s race," he said."To have four teams Jr. collided, handing third to Mercedes driver Verstappen, whose dominance in 2022 and 
one of those days where we weren’t that can win any weekend, and (Sergio) George Russell.Further back, Norris surged 2023 broke records, still leads the standings 
necessarily the quickest.Perez was obviously back on form today, through the field from 15th on the grid to but his last win was in June.“I think this is the 

Endrick has the gift that strikers dreams 
of: Real Madrid boss Carlo Ancelotti

Formula One races take an unpredictable turn as 
McLaren boss Zak Brown revels in 'best season'

Champions Trophy: ICC delegation to 
review security arrangements in Pakistan

New Delhi. In a special interview set to be 
released by the BCCI on Wednesday, 
September 18, India coach Gautam Gambhir 
was seen engaging in some fun banter along 
with Virat Kohli ahead of the start of the Test 
series against Bangladesh. Gambhir and 
Kohli have been known for their aggression 
on the field, with the duo even having run-ins 
with each other during the IPL. However, 
since Gambhir became the coach of the Indian 
team, both men have solved their differences 
for the side.Gambhir and Kohli were seen 
sharing a few jokes during the training camp 
ahead of the Bangladesh series and in the 

video released on Wednesday, the Indian star 
batter would even say that they were there to 
put an 'end to all the masala and all the spice.' 
In the video snippet shared by the BCCI, the 
duo showed their funny side with Kohli 
asking Gambhir how did he feel while having 
a chat with the opposition. Kohli asked 
Gambhir if he did ever feel he would go out of 
the zone or feel if he would get out.

"But when you're batting and you have a bit of a 
chat with the opposition, did you ever feel like 
this might carry on to you going out of the 
zone and you potentially getting out or it put 
you in a more motivated space?" said 
Kohli.To this, Gambhir had a cheeky 
response, saying that Kohli had more 
altercations than him and he could answer that 
question better than him.

"You had more altercations than I have. You can 
answer that question better than I can," said 
Gambhir.

Gambhir and Kohli begin mission WTC 
Final

Gambhir and Kohli will begin their journey to 
the World Test Championship Final as coach 
and player with the Bangladesh series. The 
two Tests against Bangladesh will kickstart a 
10-match run in the longest format of the 
game, which will see India also face New 
Zealand at home and Australia down under. 

You've had more altercations, 
Gambhir tells Virat Kohli in 

special interview

New Delhi Former India wicketkeeper-batter 
Dinesh Karthik believes that under head 
coach Gautam Gambhir, Indian players will 
thrive, as his well-known aggression often 
comes from a desire to protect his team. 
Karthik shared these thoughts while 
speaking to reporters at a Legends League 
Cricket event on Tuesday, highlighting 
Gambhir's passionate style and how it will 
benefit the current Indian squad."His 
aggression has generally come out in 
protection of his players and that is 
something the current lot of players will 
enjoy. Knowing him, he is not someone who 
gets angry for the heck of it," Karthik told 
reporters on the sidelines of a Legends 
League Cricket event. "I'm sure he will have 
his turn with strong words for whoever it is 
required, and it is in his best interest to get 
the best out of the players," he added.While 
Gambhir's intensity has been a hallmark of 
his playing and coaching career, Karthik 
noted that his fiery demeanor is calculated 
and intended to serve the team's interests. 

Gambhir is set to embark on his first Test 
series as head coach, with India facing 
Bangladesh in a series starting on Thursday. 
Though he has considerable experience 
coaching in T20 tournaments, this will be his 
first challenge in the longer format. Karthik 
acknowledged that this lack of experience 
might be on Gambhir's mind, but expressed 
faith in his ability to navigate the challenges.

"He has been a part of numerous T20 
tournaments. But this Test series will be 
completely new for him as a coach and it 
must be playing at the back of his mind," 
Karthik said. "He is someone who has 
navigated through tough waters. He's got the 
acumen to understand the pulse of the game, 
which is extremely important as a coach." 
"He is at a very early stage as a coach, so it 
will be interesting how it pans out. However, 
I have confidence that he will deliver on all 
aspects. So far, it has worked well for him," 
Karthik added.

BANGLADESH CHALLENGE
India's first Test in the Gambhir era will come 

against Bangladesh, brimming with 
confidence after their historic 2–0 series win 
against Pakistan. Karthik, however, warned 
that Bangladesh would face a different 
challenge when playing in India."It will start 
with a lot of confidence from Bangladesh. 

ENG vs AUS: Adam Zampa 
accepts slim Ashes hopes as 
milestone 100th ODI nears

ZManu Bhaker has claimed that her aim at 

the Los Angeles Olympics would be to 

ensure that she would change the colour 

of her medal from bronze to gold. Manu 

was one of the stars for India in the Paris 

Olympics.

Indian players will enjoy 
coach Gautam Gambhir's 

aggression: Dinesh Karthik

ZThere have been six different 
winners in the last eight races, 
representing four different 
teams. Verstappen, whose 
dominance in 2022 and 2023 
broke records, still leads the 
standings but his last win was 
in June.

ZA five-member ICC 

delegation visited Pakistan to 

inspect venues for the 2024 

Champions Trophy. 

Discussions included the 

tentative schedule and the 

possibility of  the Indian team 

playing in Lahore.
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