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Putin proposes meeting with
Modi at BRICS summit next month

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, Sep 12: In a boost to peace

efforts in the Russia-Ukraine conflict, Indian
National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit
Doval met Russian President Vladimir
Putin today and conveyed details of the
discussions between India and
Ukraine on possible measures for
resolving the conflict. Doval met Putin
on the sidelines of the Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South Africa
(BRICS) NSAs meeting at Saint
Petersburg. During the meeting, Putin
proposed a bilateral meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi next
month on the sidelines of the BRICS
leaders’ summit in Kazan, Russia.
Prime Minister Modi and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy had
met in Kyiv on August 23, with Doval
present among the inner core group of
Modi’s team during the meeting. The Indian
NSA conveyed details of the talks in Kyiv,
according to the Kremlin, which published a
transcript and photos of the Putin-Doval
meeting on its website. The transcript quoted

Doval as saying, “He (Modi) wanted me to
come in person and tell you about the talks
that took place (in Kyiv). It was a closed for-
mat, only the two leaders were present, and I

was with Prime Minister (Modi); I witnessed
this conversation. Earlier this month, Putin
suggested that China, India, and Brazil could
act as mediators in potential peace talks with
Ukraine at an event in Vladivostok. On
August 27, Modi spoke with Putin over the

phone, emphasising the importance of dia-
logue, diplomacy, and sincere engagement
for a peaceful resolution of the conflict. The
Kremlin stated that Putin blamed Ukraine

and its ‘Western friends’ for what he
called ‘destructive policies.’
Regarding Putin’s proposal for a
bilateral meeting with Modi, the
Kremlin quoted Putin as saying, “We
are waiting for Modi in Kazan. I pro-
pose holding a bilateral meeting on
October 22 in Kazan to summarise
our joint work on implementing the
agreements reached during his visit
to Moscow and outline prospects for
the near future.” From the Russian
side, Secretary of the Security
Council Sergei Shoigu was present
at the Doval-Putin meeting in St
Petersburg. The Indian Embassy in
Russia posted on X about a separate

bilateral meeting between Doval and Shoigu,
stating, “Both sides reviewed progress in
bilateral cooperation and discussed impor-
tant issues of mutual interest.” In New Delhi,
Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said,

As Siddaramaiah faces MUDA heat,
'loyalists' line up to replace him

Naresh Malhotra
Chandigarh, Sep 12: Karnataka, one of the

only three states under the Congress rule, has
again been plunged into dramatic political tur-
moil, which it is known for. With Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah facing sustained attacks from the
BJP over allegations of irregularities in allot-
ment of land by the Mysore Urban
Development Authority (MUDA), the state is
again in the news for its characteristic high-volt-
age politics. A number of party leaders and min-
isters have been openly issuing bold state-
ments, expressing the desire to step into the
shoes of Siddaramaiah, if need be; these state-
ments have been flagged by some state office-
bearers to party president Mallikarjun Kharge.
A group of Congress leaders has urged Rahul
Gandhi, the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, to warn those making such statements
as they are “bringing down the morale of the
cadre across the state”. Instead of fighting the
BJP and JD(S), such leaders are “demoralising
cadres”, who are “losing hope” in the govern-
ment and the party, they said. They asked the
central leadership to “warn them against issu-

ing such damaging statements in future in the
interest of the Congress party and the state of
Karnataka”. “Those who took
charge as ministers should focus
on implementing announcements
made in the Budget. They should
listen to the grievances of the pub-
lic and respond to their problems.
It is wrong to go around claiming
to be aspirants for the CM’s post,”
a party office-bearer was quoted as
saying. Facing intense criticism
from the Opposition, which has
been demanding his resignation,
Siddaramaiah has dismissed the
accusations in the MUDA allot-
ments as “baseless”. He has, in
turn, accused the BJP of indulging
in “vendetta politics” and trying to
“destabilise” his government. The
debate around his future intensi-
fied after Governor Thawar Chand Gehlot
granted the sanction to prosecute him in the
MUDA case. Siddaramaiah’s petition challeng-
ing the Governor’s sanction is being heard in
the high court and the CM has also constituted

a five-member ministerial committee to review
and coordinate action in connection with a

probe by the state government and investigat-
ing agencies into various “scams”, especially
during the BJP rule. Interestingly, however,
those who have expressed the desire to replace
him do not include Deputy Chief Minister DK

Shivakumar, the man considered his foremost
adversary in the party and his likely replace-

ment in case things take a turn for the
worse. In fact, the clamour against
Siddaramaiah is being raised by men
perceived as his loyalists — accord-
ing to reports from the ground, these
include Home Minister G
Parameshwara, PWD Minister Satish
Jarkiholi, Industries Minister MB
Patil, and Basavaraj Rayareddy, the
financial adviser to the CM. Some oth-
ers have also hinted at or openly
expressed the desire to occupy the
top post “if the Central leadership
wanted”. However, the adversarial
comments by his perceived loyalists
could be part of strategic manoeu-
vring by the Siddaramaiah camp to
keep Shivakumar at bay, observers
say, pointing to the fact that the

Deputy CM has so far supported the CM.
There have been, though, reports of “closed-
door meetings” and senior leaders, including
Shivakumar, travelling to Delhi to meet the top
leadership.

Mamata Banerjee says ‘ready to resign’ as
junior doctors protest stalemate continues

Navdeep Singh Sahni
Kolkata, Sep 12: Chief minister

Mamata Banerjee waited for for more than
an hour to meet the agitating junior doc-
tors. However, it did not take place as
scheduled. Efforts to resolve the
deadlock between agitating junior
doctors and the West Bengal gov-
ernment stalled on Thursday after
the doctors refused to engage in
talks with chief minister Mamata
Banerjee unless their demand for a
live-streamed meeting was met.
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee addresses a press confer-
ence amid a stalemate with protest-
ing doctors over their slew of
demands over RG Kar Hospital rape
and murder incident, at Nabanna,
Howrah, Thursday, Sept. 12,
2024.West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee addresses a press conference
amid a stalemate with protesting doctors
over their slew of demands over RG Kar
Hospital rape and murder incident, at

Nabanna, Howrah, The doctors, who have
been protesting against the alleged rape
and murder of a female colleague at RG
Kar Medical College, reached the venue
around 5:25 pm, remaining outside the
gates for over an hour in a tense standoff

with government officials. Mamata
Banerjee, who had agreed to meet the
doctors as part of ongoing efforts to end
their strike, waited inside the venue for
over an hour. Despite assurances from the

state government that the session would
be recorded for transparency, the doctors
insisted on a live telecast of the proceed-
ings. The state's chief secretary Manoj
Pant had earlier conveyed that live stream-
ing was not feasible, but promised to pro-

vide a full video recording of the meet-
ing. "The chief minister has been wait-
ing for over an hour and a half. We
have tried to explain to the doctors that
their demand for a live stream cannot
be met, but we are ready to document
the entire session. There should be a
limit to such demands," Pant told
reporters, urging the doctors to recon-
sider their stance. The meeting was
supposed to address the doctors' griev-
ances over the handling of the case
involving the death of their colleague.
The body of the 31-year-old trainee
doctor was found with severe injuries

on August 9, sparking outrage among the
medical community and leading to a
state-wide protest that has severely dis-
rupted healthcare services at govern-
ment hospitals.

Leaders of various political parties condole Yechury's death
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, Sep 12: Leaders cutting
across the political spectrum condoled
CPI(M) general secretary Sitaram
Yechury's passing, with many hailing him
as an effective parliamentarian, a pillar of
the CPI(M) and an "unrepentant
Marxist" with a pragmatic streak.
Yechury (72) died at AIIMS in Delhi fol-
lowing prolonged illness. He had been in
a critical condition for the past few days
and was on respiratory support.
President Droupadi Murmu condoled
Yechury's demise and expressed heart-
felt condolences to his family and col-
leagues. Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar condoled his passing and said
Yechury left behind a rich legacy of
unwavering commitment to public serv-
ice. Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
Yechury was a leading light of the Left and
known for his ability to connect across the
political spectrum. "Saddened by the pass-
ing away of Shri Sitaram Yechury ji. He was

a leading light of the Left and was known
for his ability to connect across the political
spectrum," Modi said in a post on X. "He
also made a mark as an effective parliamen-
tarian. My thoughts are with his family and
admirers in this sad hour. Om Shanti," the

prime minister said. The CPI(M) also
expressed profound grief over the death of
its general secretary and described
Yechury's passing as a big blow for the Left,
democratic and secular forces. The

Congress also condoled Yechury's death,
with Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi saying he was a protector of
the idea of India with a deep understanding
of the country. Party chief Mallikarjun
Kharge said Yechury was an excellent par-
liamentarian and an outstanding intellectu-
al who served the people of India with
pragmatism blended with idealism.
Congress Parliamentary Party chairper-
son Sonia Gandhi said Yechury was fierce
in his determination to protect India's
diversity and was a powerful champion of
secularism. In a post on X, Rahul Gandhi
said, "Sitaram Yechury ji was a friend. A
protector of the Idea of India with a deep
understanding of our country."  "I will miss
the long discussions we used to have. My
sincere condolences to his family, friends,
and followers in this hour of grief," the for-

mer Congress chief said. Congress general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra also con-
doled Yechury's demise and said his pass-
ing "is a profound loss for all of us".
Congress general secretary in-charge com-

munications Jairam Ramesh said Yechury
was an "unrepentant Marxist with a prag-
matic streak, a pillar of the CPI(M), and a
superb Parliamentarian". BJP leaders and
Union ministers also paid tribute to
Yechury and said his contributions to pub-
lic life would always be remembered.
"Pained by the passing away of CPI(M)
general secretary and former Rajya Sabha
MP Sitaram Yechury. In his long years in
public life, he distinguished himself as a
seasoned parliamentarian who was known
for his knowledge and articulation," senior
BJP leader and Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said in a post on X. Extending heart-
felt condolences to Yechury's family and
loved ones, Union minister and former BJP
president Nitin Gadkari said the CPI(M)
leader's contributions to public life would
always be remembered. Union minister
Piyush Goyal said Yechury gave his entire
life for the country. 

Involvement in criminal case
no ground for demolition of
property: Supreme Court

ST Correspondent
New Delhi, Sep 12: The Supreme Court asked the

civic body of Kathlal in Kheda district of Gujarat to main-
tain status quo and not threaten to bulldoze the house of
a man accused in a criminal case. File photo Maintaining
that alleged involvement in a crime is not a ground to
demolish properties, the Supreme Court on Thursday
asked the civic body of Kathlal in Kheda district of

Gujarat to maintain status quo and not threaten to bull-
doze the house of a man accused in a criminal case. “In a
country where actions of the State are governed by the
rule of law, the transgression by a family member cannot
invite action against other members of the family or their
legally-constructed residence. Alleged involvement in
crime is no ground for the demolition of a property, a
Bench led by Justice Hrishikesh Roy said. “Moreover, the
alleged crime has to be proved through due legal process
in a court of law. The court cannot be oblivious to such
demolition threats inconceivable in a nation where law is
supreme. Otherwise, such actions may be seen as run-
ning a bulldozer over the laws of the land,” said the Bench
which also included Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia and
Justice SVN Bhatti. As many BJP-ruled states resort to
bulldozer action against ‘illegal’ houses of offenders,
another Bench led by Justice BR Gavai on September 2
said that it will lay down guidelines on the issue as it won-
dered how someone’s house can be demolished just
because the person happened to be an accused. Issuing
notices to the Gujarat Government and the Kathlal civic
body on a petition filed by one JM Saiyed seeking protec-
tion from the proposed demolition, the top court on
Thursday asked them to respond to the petition in four
weeks and listed it for hearing after a month. “In the
meantime, status quo in respect of the petitioner's proper-
ty is to be maintained by all concerned,” it said, taking
note of the petitioner's contention that the civic body has
no reason to either threaten or take any steps, such as
using bulldozers, to demolish his legally-constructed and
legally-occupied house. 

Engineer Rashid on Article
370, being called ‘BJP proxy’

Jammu, Sep 12: Awami Ittehad Party (AIP)
supremo Sheikh Abdul Rashid alias Engineer on
Thursday rejected the claims of him being a ‘BJP
proxy’ for the upcoming elections in Jammu and
Kashmir, saying he will be willing to support the
INDIA bloc if they promise to restore Article 370
in the union territory whenever they come into
power at the Centre. Engineer Rashid, Lok
Sabha MP from Baramulla, said on Thursday, “If
INDIA alliance assures us that it will restore
Article 370 when it comes to power in Delhi, I
will tell every candidate of mine to pledge each
vote of their supporters for them.” Rashid, who
was arrested under UAPA charges in 2019,
walked out of jail on September 11 after being
released on interim bail by a court to campaign
for the assembly elections in Jammu and
Kashmir. The Baramulla MP said if India wants
to be perceived as a global leader, it will first have
to address the Kashmir issue. "If India has to be
Vishwaguru, Kashmir has to be resolved. If you
(Modi) have a better solution, please tell us. You
are saying that the other side (of Kashmir) wants
to join this side. It may be true as well but how do
we find out?" he asked. Shortly after his release
from jail, Engineer Rashid snubbed the claims of
him being a “BJP proxy” for the upcoming
assembly elections, saying he was a “victim” of
the Bharatiya Janata Party.

Arvind Kejriwal Bail Hearing Today
Sanjay Kumar

New Delhi, Sep. 12: The Supreme Court on Thursday reserved its verdict on Delhi chief
minister and AAP convenor Arvind Kejriwal's plea challenging his arrest by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and requesting bail in connection with the alleged liquor policy
scam. A bench comprising Justices Surya Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan reserved the decision after
hearing arguments from senior advocate Abhishek Manu Singhvi, representing Kejriwal and
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), and Additional Solicitor General (ASG) S V Raju, representing
the CBI. Singhvi argued that the CBI, which had not arrested Kejriwal for two years, made a
sudden "insurance arrest" to prevent his release in a related money laundering case. He also
contended that Kejriwal was arrested for "non-cooperation and evasive replies" but cited
Supreme Court rulings that held cooperation in a probe should not require self-incrimination
or a confession of guilt. Earlier, on August 14, the Supreme Court declined to grant interim bail
to Kejriwal but sought a response from the CBI regarding his plea contesting his arrest. The
Delhi high court had previously ruled that Kejriwal's arrest was legal and remarked that the
CBI had sufficiently demonstrated how Kejriwal, the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) chief, could
influence potential witnesses. "There was no malice in the acts done by the CBI which was able
to demonstrate how the AAP supremo could influence witnesses who could muster the
courage to depose only after his arrest," said the Delhi High Court. The high court also
instructed Kejriwal to seek regular bail from the trial court in the CBI case. Additionally, the
court observed that the evidence loop involving Kejriwal was closed after the collection of nec-
essary evidence following his arrest and that the arrest was justified and legal. "It cannot be
said that it was without any justifiable reason or illegal," said the high court. The court
acknowledged Kejriwal's status, noting he is not an ordinary citizen but "a distinguished recip-
ient of the Magsaysay Award and the convenor of the Aam Aadmi Party." The high court dis-
missed Kejriwal's plea contesting his arrest. It was only after the collection of sufficient evi-
dence and obtaining sanction in April 2024 that the agency progressed with the investigation
against him.  The court noted that witnesses were initially reluctant to come forward due to
Kejriwal's influence stemming from his position. However, following his arrest, they were will-
ing to record their statements. The court remarked, "Material witnesses were not coming for-
ward due to the influence exercised by Kejriwal by virtue of his position. It was only after he
got arrested that the witnesses came forward to record their statements." Kejriwal, who was
arrested by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) on March 21, had previously been granted bail
by the trial court in the money laundering case on June 20.

Will socially boycott Mamata
Banerjee: Bengal governor
Kolkata, Sep 12: West Bengal

Governor CV Ananda Bose on
Thursday said he would not share any
public platform with Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee in view of people's
outcr y over the RG Kar hospital
impasse. In a video message, Bose said
he would socially boycott the chief min-
ister. "I will not be sharing any public

platform with the chief minister. I will
take proactive steps against her for vio-
lating constitutional provisions. My
role as the Governor will be confined to
the constitutional obligations," Bose
said. "I stand committed to the people
of Bengal. I reiterated my commitment
to the parents of the victim of RG Kar
and also to those who are demonstrat-
ing for justice. In my assessment, the
government has failed in its duties," he
added.
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Gurgaon. Four weeks after a tiger from retreated into thick foliage before trees and shrubs. We haven't seen ST-
Sariska trekked more than 120km to foresters could shoot the tranquiliser 2303 today (Wednesday). We can set 
take up residence in a small patch of dart.The tiger has made two attempts up the cage after evaluating his path," 
forest surrounded by wide open to return to Sariska, sneaking out of an official said.ST-2303 came to 
farmland at Jhabua in south Haryana's Jhabua at night to cross the border and Jhabua on Aug 17. Two days later, the 
Rewari, the forest department has reach Rajasthan, once on Aug 30 and three-year-old tiger was seen on a 
borrowed a cage from Gir National again on Sept 7. On both occasions, it camera trap and since then, his 
Park in Gujarat to trap the elusive cat changed its mind and returned to pugmarks have been spotted around 
and take him back to the Rajasthan Jhabua the next morning. water bodies several times.It was the 

With a large cage now available, the bait reserve.The cage, a steel enclosure that second time this year that ST-2303 
will be placed inside it, tied to steel is roughly the size of a 12x20 feet ventured out of Sariska and travelled 
bars at the opposite end from the trap room, arrived in Rewari on Wednesday over 100 kilometres for a stop in 
door. Once ST-2303 enters, his weight on a truck.The Haryana forest Rewari. The last time this happened in 
should trigger the cage to snap shut."A department has smaller cages, which Jan, ST-2303 left on his own and 
spacious cage has arrived in Jhabua to are typically used to capture leopards returned to Sariska after four days. 
capture the tiger safely. But it will not that are commonly sighted here. A Tigers typically need expansive 
be an easy task," said AP Pandey, tiger, however, is an entirely different territories, from 5 sqkm to 250 sqkm, 
additional principal chief conservator proposition. It can be more than two to set up base. But the Jhabua forest is a 
of forests (south Haryana).Wildlife times the size of a leopard, and mere 3.2 sqkm.Asked why ST-2303 
department officials who have been therefore, needed a cage from Gir, was going beyond Sariska and settling 
tracking the tiger in Jhabua told TOI which is home to lions.So far, the in a parcel of forest, experts had said 
that they haven't caught sight of ST-forest department has used calves as that the reserve in Rajasthan had 
2303 on cameras set up inside the bait three times to pull the tiger into reached its capacity as 40 tigers 
forest in the last 24 hours."We had used one of the smaller cages and already lived there. It could be that ST-
a drone to search for the tiger and he tranquilise him. But ST-2303 thwarted 2303 was searching for a separate 
was resting in another area of the the attempts made on Aug 21, 29 and habitat of his own, wildlife biologist 
forest, most of which is covered by Sept 4. It took the bait but swiftly Sumit Dookia had said.

Street vendor paying 5k ‘hafta’ a month gets full 
refund as corpn makes harasser pay up

Gir cage in Jhabua to capture Sariska tiger

livelihoods of many low-income people. regard," he said.
"We have also asked the DCP to act on Meanwhile, DCP Rajesh Kumar said that 
illegal e-rickshaws running on roads and the decision to ban to e-rickshaws on 
we will cooperate with them on this. We Ambedkar Road was postponed but 
have found out that 25% of e-rickshaw restrictions on other roads will continue. 
drivers are under the age of 18 and we Traffic police have banned e-rickshaws 
have demanded appropriate action in this 

e a r l i e r  d e c i s i o n . E x p r e s s i n g  Ghaziabad. The ban imposed on e-
discontentment over the initial decision, rickshaws plying on Ambedkar Nagar 
Sharma said it had a negative impact on was lifted by the police on Wednesday. 
both businesses and customers.Many Earlier, police had imposed a restriction 
customers at markets in the area are on e-rickshaws in the area with effect 
women, he said, adding that they relied from Sept 12.The reversal of the ban 
o n  e - r i c k s h a w s  f o r  came after a meeting between the BJP 
t r anspor t a t ion .Gaurav  Sharma ,  Ghaziabad president Sanjeev Sharma, the 
President of the e-rickshaw association e-rickshaw association members and 
in Ghaziabad, said that there were more DCP Rajesh Kumar.On Tuesday, seven 
than eleven thousand legal e-rickshaws people were arrested during a protest that 
operating in different areas of the city was held by a group of e-rickshaw drivers 
and banning them will impact the at Chaudhary Mod against the police's 

Gurgaon.In an attempt to curb rampant police, demonstrating intolerance to and report their issues as well. The 
extortion of street vendors, Municipal the practice of extortion."The clerk authorities will take prompt action, it 
Corporation of Manesar (MCM) asked for money in exchange of said, adding that it was committed to 
assisted a vendor in recovering the allowing me to operate my business. protecting the rights of street vendors."
amount he paid to a clerk of a private When I didn't pay up, he locked my It is every citizen's duty to raise their 
firm outside which he had set up his stall. I had a licence to operate my stall voice against injustice. Some local 
stall.The vendor, Rajiv Mishra, had a and so, I approached the corporation," strongmen extort money from those 
licence to operate the stall from the said Rajiv, who was felicitated by the who make a living by setting up stalls. 
MCM under the Street Vending Policy- corporation for speaking up against the Most of these vendors, who come from 
2014. However, he was made to pay Rs harassment. The 55-year-old vendor other states, tolerate the injustice 
5,000 every month in exchange for sells aloo puri, dal rice, tea, snacks, etc. because they feel they cannot speak 
permission to run his stall set up at at his stall along with his wife Sandhya up," said the MCM commissioner 
IMT, Sector 7.The case came to light Mishra." Ashok Garg."I appeal to all traders in 
when Mishra, who was unable to pay We have been setting up our cart at the the Manesar municipal area to obtain 
the  amount  for  two months ,  site since 2002. The company was not licences from us under the Street 
a p p r o a c h e d  M C M  f o l l o w i n g  even established there at the time. The Vending Policy. 
harassment by the clerk. On not clerk asked us for money for the first Having a licence will curb illegal 
receiving the amount, the clerk time in Sept 2023. We gave him Rs extortion and protect their interests. 
allegedly confiscated Mishra's gas 15,000 and after that we were made to Licensed traders can register their 
cylinders and forcibly locked his stall. pay Rs 5,000 every month," said c o m p l a i n t s  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  
The civic body intervened and Sandhya. Reacting to the case, the 9310922877, and the municipal 
recovered Rs 65,000 that he had paid MCM urged others who were facing c o r p o r a t i o n  w i l l  a s s i s t  t h e  
since Sept 2023, with help of the threats and extortion to come forward complainants," he added.

Dog beaten to death in condo, dumped in drain
animal crueltyIt is imperative that swift If they fail to do so, the DM will 
action is taken against all those involved intervene, she explained.Meanwhile, 
in this criminal conspiracy, and that Pawan Sharma, the vice president of the 
GNIDA takes immediate steps to society's AOA, denied any involvement 
strengthen the implementation of the of the society in the dog's death. He also 
ABC program to prevent such incidents alleged that the dog had recently attacked 
from occurring in the future," Rana said. more than 15 residents including children 

and senior citizens. Some people had In cases of dog bites, the authorities bear 
even been hospitalised, Sharma said.the primary responsibility to take action. 

and guards just outside the society's gate, Noida: A dog was allegedly beaten to death 
surrounding the body of the dog. An by a few guards and residents of Gaur 
unidentified man can be seen poking the Atulyam society in Sector Omicron 1, 
dog's body with a stick."The innocent Greater Noida after it reportedly bit 
animal was relentlessly pursued and several people. The accused allegedly 
subjected to a vicious beating. The guard wrapped the dog's body in a sack and put 
of the neighbouring HIG apartments who it in a drain to dispose of it.Dadri chowki 
witnessed the entire incident, has in-charge Yespal Sharma said that they 
provided a statement confirming the have received a complaint in the matter 
involvement of the perpetrators. and further investigation is underway. 
GNIDA's health department also bears Kaveri Rana, an animal activist and 
responsibility for this tragic incident. complainant in the case, told TOI the 
Despite having an Animal Birth Control dog's body was found in the drain on 
(ABC) program in place, they have failed Wednesday.A brief video of the incident, 
to effectively implement it throughout seemingly shot from a balcony of one of 
the city, leading to such heinous acts of the society's flats, shows a few residents 

8 years gone, MCG still 
doesn’t have land for 

cultural complex
Gurgaon. The city's equivalent of India Habitat 

Centre (IHC) in Delhi, the cultural complex 
announced in 2016 was assigned five acres of 
land in Sector 53, but in the years since, officials 
are back to looking for a site for the project.

It was in 2015 that the cultural complex — a one-
stop destination for art, performances and events 
in the city — was conceived on the lines of IHC 
on Lodhi Road in the heart of the capital. Then 
chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar formally 
announced the project in 2016. At the time, the 
city had just one such site, Epicentre in Sector 44, 
but that shut down in 2017.

Artists have time and again demanded that the 
Millennium City, with its reputation as a 
corporate and IT hub, must offer its increasing 
population spaces dedicated to cultural events 
and experiences. There's currently just an open 
theatre in Sector 29 that acts as the city's de facto 
cultural centre, though it is too little to do the role 
any justice.Land earmarked for the cultural 
complex in Sector 53 belonged to Haryana 
Shehri Vikas Parishad (HSVP), and because of 
that, MCG had signed an MoU with the agency to 
use it for the project. Haryana govt gave its 
administrative approval in 2019, and a detailed 
project report (DPR) was prepared with an 
estimated budget of Rs 194 crore.The 
corporation floated a tender, but no firm showed 
an interest. Seeing no movement, govt handed 
over the project to its public works department, 
but in Feb 2020, MCG took back charge as PWD 
hadn't started any work on the complex either. 
The next delays were credited to the pandemic, 
which put infrastructure projects on a backburner 
across the country. The corporation woke up to 
the cultural complex two years later, still nothing 
changed on the ground.It was in May 2023 that 
the urban local bodies (ULB) department told 
MCG to invite tenders for the Wazirabad stadium 
and the cultural complex. A few months down the 
line, in Sept, ULB department again told MCG to 
expedite the process for the complex.MCG, 
finally following up on ULB's orders, realised the 
same month that the five-acre site in Sector 53 
had been re-auctioned by HSVP.Then MCG 
commissioner PC Meena consequently wrote to 
HSVP, saying that the civic body had already 
invested Rs 2 crore for preparation of DPR and 
architectural design, and that the agency was 
violating the MoU signed with it.Simultaneously, 
MCG officials were told to start looking for an 
alternative site for the complex. "We are 
currently looking for the land parcel to establish a 
cultural complex.After the model code of 
conduct for Haryana election is over, we will 
finalise the site and initiate a tender process to 
complete the work.

Only 525 apply for scholarships, 
edu dept extends date

target of registering 1,700 students last Noida. GB Nagar has witnessed a 
year, a goal that was not met. No significant drop in registrations for the 
specific target was established for this N a t i o n a l  M e a n s - C u m - M e r i t  
year due to previous shortfalls. The Scholarship (NMMS) this year, with 
NMMS scholarship, which offers a only 525 students registered so far. 
monthly grant of Rs 1,000 to students There are around 10,000 eligible 
of classes 9 to 12, has 96 seats available students in the district who can apply 
in the district. Rajesh Khanna, an for the scholarship, officials said.
official at DIET, said many students The deadline for applications has been 
could not produce income certificates, extended from Sept 5 to Sept 20, to give 
because of which they could not apply.more time to students for completing 

"Applications of several students were their applications and securing 
r e j e c t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  m i s s i n g  necessary documentation, officials 
documents. We need to work on said.The District Institute for 
awareness efforts well in advance," Education and Training (DIET) and the 
Khanna said.basic education department had set a 

News box

Gurgaon. Congress general secretary Randeep 
Surjewala's son Aditya and five women, including an 
advocate, are among the 40 names declared by 
Congress in its third list of candidates released late on 
Wednesday.With the latest list, candidates for just ten 
of the 90 seats are yet to be announced by Congress for 
the Oct 5 assembly polls.The party had earlier declared 
Mohit Grover as its Gurgaon candidate and fielded 
Vardhan Yadav from Badshapur. On Wednesday, Pearl 
Chaudhary's nomination was declared from the 
Pataudi assembly seat.Sohna is the only seat from the 
district for which Congress is yet to announce its 
candidate.Aditya Surjewala, in his electoral debut, 
will contest from Kaithal. He has been associated with 
Congress youth wings from Narwana and other parts 
of the state.Congress reposed its trust in another youth 
leader and fielded Parag Singh – an advocate and wife 
of an army man – from Ballabgarh in Faridabad.

The other women candidates on the list includes the 
name of Pooja Chaudhary, the wife of Ambala MP 
Varun Chaudhary. Pooja will fight from Mulana. Other 
women on the list are Sunita Virk from Karnal, Pearl 
Chaudhary from Pataudi and Anita Yadav from Ateli.

Anita Yadav will be up against Aarti, the daughter of six-
time MP and Union minister Rao Inderjit Singh.

In third list, Cong names its 
Pataudi candidate

Gurgaon: The India Meteorological Department (IMD) 
issued an ‘orange' alert for Thursday, forecasting 
heavy to very heavy rainfall accompanied by 
thunderstorms at isolated locations. The department 
also issued ‘yellow' alert for Sept 13 and Sept 14, 
indicating the possibility of continued precipitation.

Various parts of the city experienced light showers 
throughout the day on Wednesday and the minimum 
temperature recorded was 24.9 degrees Celsius, 0.4 
degrees above the normal for this time of year. The 
maximum temperature was 31.8 degrees Celsius, 3.4 
degrees lower than the previous day.

"Heavy to very heavy rainfall is anticipated on 
Thursday, while on Friday and Saturday, Haryana 
may witness heavy rain in isolated areas," an IMD 
official stated. The IMD defines heavy rain as 
64.5–124.4 mm of rainfall in a day.

The weather department also warned that waterlogging 
in low-lying areas could cause traffic disruptions in 
some parts of the city due to the heavy rain. The 
department advised people to avoid venturing out 
unless necessary. Meanwhile, the MCG and GMDA 
allocated resources towards ensuring the city's 
drainage system does not get blocked due to the 
anticipated rain. All master drains and sewer lines 
falling under GMDA were cleared and pumps and 
personnel were kept in reserve. The MCG deployed 
machinery including 62 suction tankers, 61 tractor-
mounted pumps, and 25 diesel engines, to quickly 
drain out water from waterlogged areas.

Light rain lashed parts of Delhi on Wednesday. An 
‘orange' alert was issued for the capital as well for 
light to moderate rain or thundershowers in many 
places, accompanied by gusty winds at a speed of 30-
40 kmph, on Thursday.

Gurgaon. Colleges can deduct a fixed amount if a 
student cancels their admission after enrolling and 
refund the remaining money, said the Department of 
Higher Education. This year, the amount has been 
fixed at Rs 1,000.Students who secured admission by 
paying a late fee will not receive a refund of the same. 
The department has issued directives to colleges about 
the decision.If a student cancels their admission within 
a week of enrolling, they will receive a full refund of 
the fees, but the late fee will not be refunded.The 
Department of Higher Education is currently 
conducting an admission process for vacant seats in 
the first year of undergraduate courses through open 
counselling.

Colleges cut Rs1k as penalty 
for cancelling admissions

Light rain brings down 
mercury by 3°C

Govt employees press for old 
pension scheme ahead of  
polls

Gurgaon. As the election campaign intensifies, the 
debate surrounding the old pension scheme (OPS) has 
resurfaced. Demanding reinstatement of the old 
scheme, a group of govt employees wore black ribbons 
and bands at their workplaces in protest.Congress 
already implemented the OPS in Himachal Pradesh 
(despite a financial crisis) and made a similar promise 
in Rajasthan. Although the party has not yet released its 
manifesto for the Haryana assembly elections, it has 
been vocal in its support for the old scheme.On the 
other hand, BJP does not favour it. However, Centre 
introduced the unified pension scheme (UPS). The 
Pension Restoration Struggle Committee, which has 
been organising protest marches, argues that "UPS is 
not in the interest of the employees".The committee 
had planned an OPS Tiranga March in Rohtak on Sept 8 
after Ambala on Aug 25, and Hisar on Sept 1. However, 
the Rohtak administration cancelled the permission a 
day before the event.Dr Arvind Yadav, a member of the 
committee and in charge of Gurgaon and Rewari, said, 
"Cancelling the permission for the OPS Tiranga March 
is an infringement of the democratic process. All 
employees and officers in the state will wear black 
ribbons from Sept 9 to Sept 11 to express their 
anger."He added that UPS is not in the interest of 
employees, and they cannot benefit without the OPS. 
"Our struggle will continue until the restoration of 
OPS," he said.Congress MP Deepender Sinh Hooda 
earlier termed the UPS as "anti-employee" and assured 
restoration of OPS after the formation of the Congress 
govt in Haryana.State media in-charge of Haryana BJP 
Arvind Saini said the govt should take a rational and 
financially viable decision."Restoration of OPS is not 
financially viable and prudent. The union govt has 
introduced UPS for the welfare of the govt employees," 
he said.The UPS was approved on Aug 24, announcing 
an assured pension of 50% of the basic salary for those 
who joined after Jan 1, 2004.

Employees opting for UPS would be eligible for an 
assured pension after 25 years of service. Under the 
OPS, effective before Jan 2004, employees got 50% of 
their last drawn basic pay as a pension. Unlike the OPS, 
the UPS is contributory.

E-ricks a key last-mile link in Gzb locality, here to stay

First flight in April 2025, NIA to get 
new power connection by Sept end

main receiving substation (MRSS).Noida. With flight operations from Noida 
International Airport likely to start by Subsequently, two separate 2MVA 
Apr 2025, the power department will connections were approved —on Oct 
start providing staggered electricity 21, 2023, for MRSS and on Aug 17 this 
connection to the terminal.While the year for ESS.On Wednesday, Uttar 
airport will use an estimated 93.5 MVA Pradesh Power Corporation Limited 
by 2030, by Sept end, a 4MVA power (UPPCL) officials said the 4MVA 
connection will be provided. Currently, connection will be provided by this 
the discom has provided a temporary month from two 33kV lines that will be 
power connection for the works energised by two 132kV substations in 
underway at the terminal, its runway sectors 18 and 32 in the areas under 
and the ATC tower. Yamuna Expressway Industrial  

Development Authority.The two An application for the phased power 
substations are currently waiting for supply was submitted to the chief 
safety certificates from the directorate engineer of Noida's power department 
of electrical safety, which are expected on Feb 13 last year for the energy 
within this month, Harish Bansal, chief storage system (ESS) of Yamuna 
zonal engineer, told TOI.International Airport Pvt Ltd and the 

New Delhi, Friday, 13 September 2024

Haryana govt school students can apply for
scholarship under Centre's scheme

GURGAON. Students in Class 8 of govt schools in the state can now apply for scholar-
ships. The National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship Scheme (NMMS) is being implement-
ed across the country by the department of school education and literacy under Union min-
istry of education. It has already been rolled out in many states.Asked if launching the pro-
gramme was a violation of model code of conduct, an official said it's a centrally sponsored
programme, the budget for which is allocated by the Union govt.Online applications for the
scholarship will be accepted till Oct 10. After the application process ends, a written exam-
ination will be conducted at the district headquarters
between 11am and 2pm on Nov 17.

Name Change
I, hitherto known as JYOTHIS ANTONY
daughter of ANTONY P J wife of
THOMAS JOHN residing at C-45/X-1,
C-BLOCK, DILSHAD GARDEN,
JHILMIL, DELHI-110095 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be known
as JYOTHIS THOMAS.

Name Change
I Aniket S/O Satish Kumar R/O D-
Second, 294 Madangir Dr.
Ambedkar Nagar Delhi-110062
Have Changed my name to Aniket
Kumar for All future purposes.

Name Change
I, JAVED S/O MUSHTAQUE AHMAD
R/O G-79, UPPER GROUND FLOOR,
RIGHT SIDE, JUMEIRAH APPART-
MENT, THOKAR NO.4, ABUL FAZAL
ENCLAVE-1, JAMIANAGAR, OKHLA,
NEW DELHI-110025, have changed
my name MOHAMMAD JAVED For all
purpose in future

Name Change
I hitherto known as SALMAKHATOON
alias SALMA H KHAN D/O WAHAJ
BEG W/O HASEEN ULLAH KHAN
R/O I-2 S/F, GHAFFAR MANZIL
EXTN, KH NO 29, HAJI COLONY,
JAMIA NAGAR, NEW DELHI-
110025, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
SALMA H KHAN.

Name Change
I, Anu Bala Uppal d/o Mangal Dass R/o
H.no 2329, Sec-15, Sonipat Haryana -
131001, have changed my name from
Anu Bala Uppal to Anu Uppal for all
future purposes.

Name Change
I, PREETI ARORA D/O NAND LAL
R/O B-136 B-BLOCK, KIRAN GAR-
DEN, NAWADA, UTTAM NAGAR,
DELHI - 110059, have changed my
name from PREETI TO PREETI
ARORA for all future purpose.Name Change

I hitherto known as RITU alias RITU
SAGAR D/o SHIV KUMAR, and W/o
DHARAM VEER SAGAR R/o 5/99,
Trilok Puri, East Delhi, Delhi-110091,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as RITU SAGAR,
for all future purposes.

Name Change
It is for general information that I,
TANIYA D/o NARESH KUMAR resid-
ing at House No.-172 , Brahmpur , Ufra
, Bhopura , Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh -
201005 declare that the name of my
Father has been wrongly written as
NARESH CHANDELA in my 10th
Class Educational Documents. The
actual name of my Father is NARESH
KUMAR which may be amended
accordingly.

Name Change
It is for general information that I,
CHHOTI VITTI W/o SHYAM
PARKASH R/o 226 Jhuggi J-Block
Lakhi Park, Jahangir Puri, North West
Delhi, Delhi-110033 declare that name
of mine has been wrongly written as
CHOTI BITTI in my Driving Licence No.
DL8 20200000627. The actual name
of mine is CHHOTI VITTI, which may
be amended accordingly.

Name Change
I hitherto known as DHARAM VEER
alias DHARAM VEER SAGAR S/o
ROSHAN LAL R/o H.No. 5/99, Block
No.-5, Trilok Puri, Chilla Saroda
Khadar, East Delhi, Delhi-110091, have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as DHARAM VEER
SAGAR, for all future purposes.

Name Change
I Rajani S/O Chand Prakash R/O
Near Shyam Vatika, IMT Manesar,
Gurgaon Haryana-122052 have
Changed my name to Rajni for all
future purposes.

Name Change
I, KOTHAKOTA GURRAMMA
Mother of No. 16132595N Rank-
SPR Name-KOTHAKOTA KASI
RAJINIKANTH Presently residing at
00, THAMBALLA PALLE, PO-
THAMBALLAPALLE, TEH-GID-
DALUR, DIST-PRAKASAM,
ANDHRA PRADESH-523369 have
changed my name from KOTHAKO-
TA GURRAMMA to KOTTHAKOTA
GURAMMA for all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 12/09/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, KOTHAKOTA ADENNA Father of
No. 16132595N Rank-SPR Name-
KOTHAKOTA KASI RAJINIKANTH
Presently residing at 00, THAM-
BALLA PALLE, PO-THAMBALLA-
PALLE, TEH-GIDDALUR, DIST-
PRAKASAM, ANDHRA
PRADESH-523369 have changed
my name from KOTHAKOTA
ADENNA to KOTTHAKOTA ADAN-
NA for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 12/09/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, AAFREEN SABA W/O MOHAM-
MAD JAVED R/O G-79, UPPER
GROUND FLOOR, RIGHT SIDE,
JUMEIRAH APPARTMENT, THOKAR
NO.4, ABUL FAZAL ENCLAVE-1,
JAMIA NAGAR, OKHLA, NEW
DELHI-110025, have changed my
name AAFREEN JAVED for all pur-
pose in future

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
AARTI D/O MAKHAN R/O B-11,
DASS GARDEN, BAPRAULA, PO
NAJAFGARH, WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110043 declare that name of mine
and my father have been wrongly writ-
ten as ARTI and MAKHAN LAL in my
SC Caste Certificate No.
90510000164755 and name of my
father has been wrongly written as
MAKHAN LAL in my Pan Card No.
DZGPA3822N. The actual name of
mine and my father are AARTI and
MAKHAN respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

Name Change
I, NO-14859046X Rank-NK Name-
SHAIKH MAJID AFSAR R/o AT
HADOLI, PO-MADANSURI, TEH-
NILANGA, DIST-LATUR, MAHA-
RASHTRA-413521 have changed my
minor daughter’s name from SHAIKH
AMAYRAMAJID to SHEIKH AMAYRA
MAJID for all future purposes vide affi-
davit dated 12/09/2024 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, NO-14859046X Rank-NK Name-
SHAIKH MAJID AFSAR R/o AT
HADOLI, PO-MADANSURI, TEH-
NILANGA, DIST-LATUR, MAHA-
RASHTRA-413521 have changed my
name from SHAIKH MAJID AFSAR to
SHEIKH MAJID AFSAR for all future
purposes vide affidavit dated
12/09/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I JAPHAR S/O MUMATAJ R/O H.N0-175
VPO RASOOLPUR, DABHEDI MUZAF-
FARNAGAR UTTAR PRADESH -
251309 HAVE CHANGE MY NAME TO
JAFAR PERMANENTLY.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for It is for general information that
I, SEEMA SHARMA alias SHABNAM
AHMED D/o SUBHASH CHAND
SHARMA, Ex-Wife of MUKHTAR
AHMED, R/o 1223 B-1, Near Fortis
Hospital Vasant Kunj, South West
Delhi, Delhi-110070 declare that I got
divorce from my Husband vide Court
Decree No. ML No. 20/24 dated
18.05.2024. Henceforth I have
changed my name to SEEMA SHAR-
MA and embraced HINDU religion
and renounced ISLAM with effect
from 04.08.2024. Further I have
changed the name of my minor
daughters namely ALIYA AHMED
aged 11 years to MEERA SHARMA
and ZOYA AHMED aged 14 Years to
SIMRAN SHARMA and also I have
changed their religion from ISLAM to
HINDU with effect from 04/08/2024 in
future for all purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is  for general information that I ,Md
Shahid W/O Md. Idrish, R/O C -5/109
JJ Colony ,Bhalswa dairy, Libas Pur,
North West Delhi, Delhi-110042
declare that name of my wife has
been wrongly written as Sazia in my
minor daughter Nazreen aged 15
years in her 10th class educational
document and the name of mine and
my wife has been wrongly written as
Sahid and Sazia  in her birth certifi-
cate no- MCDOLIR-0114-
006414414,The actual name of mine
and my wife are Shahid and Sajiya,
which may be amended accordingly.

Name Change
It is for general information that I,
PRAMOD KUMAR TRIPATHI S/o
HARIHAR PRASAD TRIPATHI R/o 13
B-Block Qutub Vihar, Phase-I, Goyla
Dairy, Qutab Pur, South West Delhi,
Delhi- 110071 declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as
PRAMODA KUMAR TRIPATHI in my
10th Class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine is PRAMOD
KUMAR TRIPATHI which may be
amended accordingly.

Name Change
I, hitherto known as QAYAMUDDIN
SAIFI S/o NOOR MOHAMMAD resid-
ing at Near 331, Bus Stand, N/221
Block, Sunder Nagri, Dist. North East
Delhi, Delhi - 110093 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
KAYAMUDDIN SAIFI.

Name Change
It is for general information that I, RAJIV
KUMAR S/o THAKU PASMAN, R/o
House No. B E-3, Shalimar Bagh,
North Delhi, Delhi - 110088 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly written
as RAJU PASWAN in my minor son
RAHUL KUMAR aged 17 Years in his
10th Class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mine is RAJIV
KUMAR , which may be amended
accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform that Mrs. Pratiksha Devi
W/o Mr. Uday Kumar Thakur intends to
purchase Residential Plot No. 12-A & 12
area measuring 50 Sq. Yards i.e. 41.80 Sq.
Meters, out of Khasra No. 208, Situated in
the area of Village Girdharpur Sunarasi,
colony known as Nand Vatika, Pargana &
Tehsil Dadri, Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar,
U.P. from M/s. Om Shivay Construction
through its Prop. Mr. Prashant Yadav. M/s.
Om Shivay Construction acquired the
entire property from Mr. Gaurav Dagar and
Mr. Saurav Dagar through two sale deeds
dated 06.05.2024. Previously, Mr. Gaurav
Dagar, Mr. Saurav Dagar, and Mrs. Sunita
Dagar were the become owners, as per
the mutation after the death of Mr. Jeet
Singh, who was the recorded owner of the
Khatoni. The same property is being
financed by Mahindra Rural Housing
Finance Limited, Branch Noida. If any per-
son(s) objection & regarding subject prop-
erty, then kindly may submit his/her objec-
tion within 07 days from the date of the
Notice in writing. The said objection may
be kindly sent to the undersigned by way
of the Registered Post on the address
given below and by E-mail. failing which,
the claim as per aforesaid shall be treated
as null and void in respect of the subject
property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR]  Advocate
Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil    Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.

Name Change
I, Dhamendra Kumar Gautam S/o Sri
Nanak Chand Gautam R/o RZ-D12,
GALI NO -08 RAJAPURI, UTTAM
NAGAR , WEST DELHI, DELHI -
110059,Have Changed My Son Minor
Name  Kishalay Gautam  To Kishlay
Gautam For All Future Purpose.
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Peru's ex-President Alberto Fujimori, convicted for human rights abuses, dies

Biden, Trump, Kamala Harris appear 
together at 9/11 ceremony in New York

Gaza Strip Israeli airstrikes across Gaza overnight 
and Wednesday hit a UN school sheltering 
displaced Palestinian families as well as two 
homes, killing at least 34 people, including 19 
women and children, hospital officials said. A UN 
official said six staffers were among the dead.The 
war in Gaza is now into its 11th month, with tens of 
thousands of people dead, and international efforts 
to mediate a cease-fire between Israel and the 
Hamas militant group have repeatedly stalled as 
they accuse each other of making additional and 
unacceptable demands.In the occupied West Bank, 
Israeli troops launched raids in several towns 
backed by airstrikes, continuing a crackdown 
across the territory that the military says is 
t a rg e t i n g  m i l i t a n t s  b u t  h a s  w r e c k e d  
neighbourhoods and killed civilians. One airstrike 
killed five people the military said were militants 
threatening its troops. A second strike on a car 
killed at least three people, the Palestinian Health 
Ministry said.An attacker crashed a fuel truck into 
a West Bank bus stop near the Israeli settlement of 
GIvat Assaf, killing an Israeli soldier, the military 
said. Officials said soldiers and an armed civilian 
“neutralised” the attacker.The strike on the UN’s 
al-Jaouni Preparatory Boys School in the Nuseirat 
refugee camp killed at least 14, including two 
children and a woman, officials from Awda and al-
Aqsa Martyrs hospitals said. At least 18 other 
people were wounded, they said.The Israeli 
military said it was targeting Hamas militants 
planning attacks from inside the school. The claim 
could not be independently confirmed.One of the 
children killed was the daughter of Momin Selmi, a 
member of Gaza’s civil defence agency, which 
rescues wounded and retrieves bodies after strikes, 
the agency said.Gaza’s schools are packed with 
tens of thousands of Palestinians driven from their 
homes by Israeli offensives and evacuation orders. 
The al-Jaouni school, one of many in Gaza run by 
the UN agency for Palestinians, or UNWRA, has 
been hit by multiple strikes during the 
war.UNRWA said six staffers aiding the displaced, 
including the manager of the shelter, were killed. 
“Humanitarian staff, premises & operations have 
been blatantly & unabatedly disregarded since the 
beginning of the war,” the agency’s director, 
Philippe Lazzarini, wrote on X.

Ohio man slams Trump, Vance for politicising son's death in immigration row

Fellow at the Humphrey School of Public violations of international religious freedom World Congress leader Rahul Gandhi's 
Affairs and served as a Senior Policy Aide in India, including those targeting Muslims meeting with Ilhan Omar, a US House of 
for the Minneapolis City Council.Omar is and other religious minorities.Representatives member, has stirred a row 
the Vice-Ranking Member of the House with the BJP condemning it over her alleged In June 2023, Omar boycotted Prime Minister 
Budget Committee. She also serves on the anti-India stance.The BJP leaders cited Narendra Modi's address to the US 
House Education and Workforce Committee, Omar's comments on the killing of Congress.She introduced a resolution in 
where she is a member of the Subcommittee Khalistani terrorist Hardeep Singh Nijjar, June 2022 calling on the US Secretary of 
o n  Wo r k f o r c e  P r o t e c t i o n s  a n d  her views on Kashmir, and her visit to State to designate India as a country of 
Subcommittee on Health, Employment, Pakistan, among other actions, to criticise particular concern for alleged violations of 
Labour, Pensions (HELP).the Congress leader's meeting. religious freedom.In April 2022, she visited 

She is the Deputy Chair of the Congressional Pakistan, met with top Pakistani leaders, WHO IS ILHAN OMAR?
Muslim-American women elected to Progressive Caucus and Vice-Chair of the including former Prime Minister Imran Ilhan Omar represents Minnesota's 5th 
Congress.Born in Somalia, Omar and her Medicare For All Caucus. Khan, and travelled to Pakistan-Occupied Congressional District in the US House of 
family fled the country's civil war when she Kashmir (POK). India condemned the US ILHAN OMAR'S 'ANTI-INDIA' STANDR e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  
was eight. The family spent four years in a Congresswoman's visit to POK.In 2019, she Minneapolis and surrounding suburbs.A In September 2023, Omar said the US must 
refugee camp in Kenya before coming to the also criticised the National Register of policy analyst, organiser, public speaker and fully support the Canadian investigation into 
United States in 1990s. In 1997, she moved Citizens (NRC) in Assam, calling it a part of advocate, Omar was sworn into office in India's alleged role in the assassination of 
to Minneapolis with her family.Before the “Hindu nationalism project” of PM Modi. January 2019, making her the first African Khalistani terrorist Hardeep Singh Nijjar.
entering politics and running for office, she She has also been openly critical of the refugee to become a Member of Congress She also introduced a resolution to condemn worked as a community educator at the decision to abrogate Article 370 in Jammu and the first woman of colour to represent alleged human rights violations and University of Minnesota, was a Policy and Kashmir.Minnesota. She was one of the first two 

Who is Ilhan Omar, US Congresswoman whose meeting with Rahul Gandhi sparked row

Tajikistan’s chief mufti injured in attack in Dushanbe mosque

News box

Dhaka, Bangladesh Bangladesh’s Chief 
Adviser Dr Muhammad Yunus on 
Wednesday said his country wants good 
relations with India and other neighbouring 
nations onthe basis of “fairness and 
equality”.

In a televised address, marking the first month 
of the interim government’s formation, 
Yunus said after he took oath as the head of 
the administration, many foreign leaders, 
including Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his Pakistani counterpart Shehbaz 
Sharif, telephoned to congratulate him.We 
want good relations with India and other 
neighbouring nations, but that relations 
should be on the basis of fairness and 
equality,” he said.Yunus said Bangladesh 
has already started high-level bilateral 
cooperation talks with India to deal with 
floods.“I have also taken the initiative to 
revive SAARC to enhance regional 
cooperation in South Asia,” he said.SAARC 
comprises Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

'We Want Good 
Relations With India': In 
First Televised Address, 
Bangladesh’s Yunus 
Calls For Fair, Equitable 
Ties

From Chinese to Italians 
and beyond, maligning 
culture via its foods is 
longtime American habit
NEW YORK. It's a practice that's about as 

American as apple pie - accusing immigrant 
and minority communities of engaging in 
bizarre or disgusting behaviors when it 
comes to what and how they eat and drink, a 
kind of shorthand for saying they don't 
belong. The latest iteration came at Tuesday's 
presidential debate, when former President 
Donald Trump spotlighted a false online 
tempest around the Haitian immigrant 
community of Springfield, Ohio. He 
repeated the groundless claim previously 
spread by his running mate, JD Vance, that 
the immigrants were stealing dogs and cats, 
the precious pets belonging to their 
American neighbors, and eating them. The 
furor got enough attention that officials had 
to step in to refute it, saying there was no 
credible evidence of any such thing.But 
while it might be enough to turn your 
stomach, such food-based accusations are 
not new. Far from it.Food-related scorn and 
insults were hurled at immigrant Chinese 
communities on the West Coast in the late 
1800s as they started coming to the United 
States in larger numbers, and in later decades 
spread to other Asian and Pacific Islander 
communities like Thai or Vietnamese. As 
recently as last year, a Thai restaurant in 
California was hit with the stereotype, which 
caused such an outpouring of undeserved 
vitriol that the owner had to close and move 
to another location.Behind it is the idea that 
"you're engaging in something that is not just 
a matter of taste, but a violation of what it is 
to be human," says Paul Freedman, a 
professor of history at Yale University. By 
tarring Chinese immigrants as those who 
would eat things Americans would refuse to, 
it made them the "other."

In the US, foods can be flashpoints
Other communities, while not being accused of 

eating pets, have been criticized for the 
perceived strangeness of what they were 
cooking when they were new arrivals.

34 killed as Israeli airstrikes hit United 
Nations school, homes in Gazaa t t e n t i o n  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d ’ s  World During Tuesday's presidential 

demographic changes, labelling them debate, Donald Trump referenced 
as harmful consequences of Biden's Springfield, Ohio, as an example to 
border policies. These immigrants, criticise immigration and attack Kamala 
who have legal status and work Harris. He alleged, "Look at Springfield, 
permits, have moved to Springfield to Ohio, or Aurora, Colorado. Immigrants 
fill jobs in manufacturing and other are taking over towns, violently 
industries. However, Vance’s remarks occupying buildings. These are the 
have stoked fears and amplified false people Biden and Harris have allowed in, 
narratives.The Trump campaign and they are destroying our country. 
further escalated the issue by posting They're dangerous and at the highest 

was thrown off the bus as it veered off the on social media about Aiden, featuring his level of criminality."Meanwhile, in 
roadway and flipped, died on the picture alongside that of Hermanio Joseph, Springfield, just an hour before the debate, 
spot.Hermanio Joseph, a 35-year-old the Haitian immigrant involved in the Nathan Clark, father of an 11-year-old 
Haitian national, was behind the wheels of crash.Vance went a step ahead and alleged boy named Aiden who died in a crash 
the car that caused the accident. He was that "a child was murdered by a Haitian involving an immigrant’s vehicle, spoke 
convicted of involuntary manslaughter in migrant."However, the politicisation of out against Trump and his ally JD Vance. 
May and faces up to nine years in prison. Aiden Clark’s death is something that his Speaking at  a Springfield City 

The incident, which occurred over a year parents never wanted and have now Commission meeting, Clark condemned 
ago, became a flashpoint for growing spoken against.During the meeting on the politicians for exploiting his son’s 
tensions about the influx of Haitian Tuesday, Nathan Clark, standing beside death to spread hate.The 11-year-old had 
immigrants to the area. his wife Danielle, expressed his died after a car crossed the centreline on a 

The debate intensified after JD Vance, a heartbreak and frustration over the two-lane road and struck a school bus 
political ally of Trump, brought national manipulation of his son's death.carrying dozens of children. Clark, who 

ignore us", Allison Walsh-DiMarzio said, and Harris laid a red, white and blue New York With presidential candidates 
directly challenging Trump and Harris to wreath on Wednesday afternoon.While looking on, some 9/11 victims’ relatives 
press Saudi Arabia about any official many Americans may not observe 9/11 appealed to them on Wednesday for 
involvement in the attacks. Most of the 19 anniversaries anymore, "the men and accountability as the US marked an 
hijackers were Saudi, but the kingdom women of the Department of Defense anniversary laced with election-season 
denies it was behind their plot."Which one remember", Defense Secretary Lloyd politics.In a remarkable tableau, President 
of you will have the courage to be our hero? Austin said earlier in the day.The attacks Joe Biden, former President Donald Trump 
We deserve better", Walsh-DiMarzio said. altered US foreign policy, domestic and Vice President Kamala Harris stood 
She’s a daughter of 9/11 victim Barbara P security practices and the mindset of many together at ground zero just hours after 
Walsh, an administrative assistant.Joanne Americans who had not previously felt Trump and Harris faced off in their first-ever 
Barbara was one of multiple readers who vulnerable to foreign extremists.Effects debate. Trump and Biden — the successor 
spoke out against a now-revoked plea deal rippled around the world. Victims came whose inauguration Trump skipped — 
that military prosecutors struck with from more than 90 different countries, and shook hands, and former New York Mayor 

victims’ relatives and visited the local fire alleged 9/11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh the US responded to the attacks with a Michael Bloomberg appeared to facilitate a 
department; Trump and Vance went to a Mohammed and two fellow defendants."It "Global War on Terrorism". US-led handshake between Harris and Trump.Then 
New York City firehouse earlier in the has been 23 years, and the families deserve invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq killed the campaign rivals stood only a few feet 
day.The Flight 93 memorial stands where justice and accountability", said the widow hundreds of thousands of Afghans and (meters) apart, Biden and Bloomberg 
one of the hijacked planes crashed after of Assistant Fire Chief Gerard A Iraqis and thousands of American between them, as the hours-long reading of 
crew members and passengers tried to storm Barbara.Biden, on his last September 11 in troops.Communities around the country victims’ names began. At Trump’s side was 
the cockpit. Trump described the site as an office, and Harris paid respects on hold events on the anniversary, which his running mate, Senator JD Vance.The 
“incredible place” in brief remarks from Wednesday at all three 9/11 attack sites: Congress has titled both Patriot Day and a image was one of putting politics aside at 
afar to reporters.The attacks killed 2,977 ground zero, the Pentagon and a rural part of National Day of Service and Remembrance.this year’s solemn commemoration of the 
people and left thousands of bereaved Pennsylvania.The president, vice president hijacked-plane attacks that killed nearly Thousands of Americans comemorate it with 
relatives and scarred survivors. The planes — and, separately, Trump — laid wreaths on 3,000 people on September 11, 2001. But volunteer work — among them Harris’ 
took down the World Trade Center’s twin Wednesday afternoon at the Flight 93 some victims’ relatives, after reading out running mate, Minnesota Governor Tim 
towers and carved a gash in the Pentagon, National Memorial near Shanksville, names, delivered political messages of their Walz. He packed meals in St. Paul for people 
the US military headquarters, where Biden Pennsylvania. Biden and Harris spoke with own."We are pleading for your help, but you in need.

leader of the Maoist Shining Path, Abimael o f t e n  a p p e a r e d  d i s h e v e l l e d  a n d  Lima Former Peruvian president Alberto 
Guzman, was captured - dealing a crucial unwell.While detractors dismissed his Fujimori, who steered economic growth 
blow to a movement that in the 1980s health complaints as a ploy to get out of during the 1990s but was later jailed for 
seemed close to toppling the Peruvian state. prison, then-president Pedro Pablo human rights abuses stemming from a 
Guzman died in prison in September 2021. Kuczynski briefly pardoned Fujimori in bloody war against Maoist rebels, died on 

2017.Months later, Kuczynski was Wednesday. He was aged 86.Close But many Peruvians saw Fujimori as an 
impeached, and the pardon overturned by colleagues visited him earlier in the day, autocrat after he used military tanks to shut 
Peru's top constitutional court, sending reporting that he was in a critical down Congress in 1992, redrafting the 
Fujimori back to the special prison that held condition."After a long battle with cancer, constitution to his liking to push free-market 
him and no other inmates.The court restored our father... has just departed to meet the reforms and tough anti-terrorism laws.
the pardon in December 2023, releasing the Lord," his daughter Keiko Fujimori wrote in A slew of corruption scandals during his 10-
ailing Fujimori, who had suffered from up, including accusations that he had a message on X, also signed by te former year administration also turned public 
stomach ulcers, hypertension and tongue ordered the use of death squads in his battle leader's other children.Fujimori, the son of opinion against him.Shortly after he won a 
cancer. In May 2024, Fujimori announced against Shining Path militants.Fujimori was Japanese immigrants, was the little-known third election in 2000, amending the 
he had been diagnosed with a malignant safe in Japan - he was a dual citizen and chancellor of a farming university when constitution to run, videos emerged of his 
tumour.Fujimori's legacy has been most Japan does not extradite its citizens. So elected to office in 1990. He quickly top adviser and spy chief Vladimiro 
passionately defended by his daughter many were shocked when, in 2005 he established himself as a cunning politician Montesinos doling out cash to bribe 
Keiko, who has been close to clinching the decided to head back to Peru, apparently in whose hands-on style produced results even politicians. Fujimori fled to exile in Japan.
presidency herself three times on a platform hopes of forgiveness and a return to as he angered critics for concentrating on He resigned via fax from Tokyo and then 
that has included pardoning her father and politics.Instead, he was detained during a power.He slayed hyperinflation that had unsuccessfully campaigned for a Japanese 
defending his constitution.The late Fujimori layover in Chile, extradited to Peru in 2007, thrown millions of Peruvians out of work, senatorial seat.Montesinos was later 
was born in Lima on Peruvian Independence and in 2009 he was convicted and sentenced privatised dozens of state-run companies, captured in Venezuela and jailed, convicted 
Day, July 28, 1938.A mathematician and to 25 years in prison.and slashed trade tariffs, setting the for the hundreds of videos he recorded of 
agricultural engineer, Fujimori was a foundations for Peru to become, for a while, 'FUJI-SHOCK'himself handing out cash bribes to 
political nobody when he decided to run for one of Latin America's most stable Once jailed, Fujimori's public appearances politicians and business and media 
the presidency.economies.Under his watch, the feared were limited to hospital visits where he executives.The cases against Fujimori piled 

World.  Tajikistan’s top Muslim 
c l e r i c  S a y e e d m u k a r r a m  
Abduqodirzoda got injured in a 
stabbing attack outside a mosque 
in the capital city on Wednesday.

Abduqodirzoda, the chairman of the 
country’s Islamic Council of 
Ulema, was attacked following a 
prayer service in Dushanbe, the 
interior ministry said as reported 
by Reuters.The attacker was 
detained, and authorities have 
launched an investigation into the 
incident.Abduqodirzoda, 61, a 
respected religious leader in the 
predominantly Sunni Muslim 
country, sustained minor injuries 
and was released from the hospital.

World.  While, the state-run power utility, EVN, 
announced on Wednesday that it had cut off 
power to some flooded areas of the capital due 
to safety concerns.Mai Van Khiem, director of 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  C e n t r e  f o r  H y d r o -
Meteorological Forecasting, stated that the 
Red River was at its highest level in two 
decades, with more rain expected over the 
next two days.The government has estimated 
that the typhoon and subsequent landslides 
and floods have killed 179 people, with 145 
others reported missing.The Blue Dragon 
Children’s Foundation, a charity, evacuated 
its office on Tuesday after authorities warned 
of flood risks. Spokesperson Carlota Torres 
Lliro expressed concern for the dozens of 
children and families living in makeshift 
houses by the river, news agency Reuters 
stated.EVN also reported that it had halted 
water discharge from the Hoa Binh 
hydropower dam, the second largest in 
northern Vietnam, into the Da River, a 
tributary of the Red River, to reduce water 
flow.Additionally, Vietnamese authorities 
have raised concerns about Chinese 
hydropower plants releasing water into 
another tributary of the Red River, the Lo 
River (known as Panlongjiang in China), 
though Beijing has stated that the two 
countries are cooperating on flood 
prevention.“My house’s first floor is 
completely under water. Now we have no 
fresh water and electricity,” Nguyen Duc Tam, 
a 40-year-old resident of Thai Nguyen, about 
60 km (37 miles) from Hanoi, told Reuters.

Factories and warehouses in coastal industrial 
hubs east of Hanoi have been severely 
affected, with many forced to close, 
potentially disrupting global supply chains.

Typhoon Yagi sweeps 
through Vietnam: More 
than 170 dead, flood 
waters threaten Hanoi
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had received show-cause notices last IN its outcomes, the 54th meeting of the Goods 

month, demanding unpaid taxes. and Services Tax (GST) Council has been a 

Allegations of tax terrorism had put a mixed bag. The wait for relief on 18 per cent 

question mark on the Centre’s R&D GST on health insurance and life cover 

policy push. The relief is expected to premiums has got longer. The council has 

boost research programmes and achieve chosen the standard response to the growing 

global tax parity. The decision to lower clamour to reduce the levy. A Group of 

the GST on some cancer drugs from 12 to Ministers has been asked to review the 

5 per cent is in line with the Budget demand. That said, the stiff 50-day deadline 

announcement on lower customs duty.for a relook at the tax structure indicates a 

sense of urgency. There is little to justify the GST collections have risen steadily after the 

high GST on insurance policies. A political Covid-led dip. There’s a perception, and 

consensus on rationalisation of the tax slabs not without reason, that both the Centre 

will help in the quick resolution of the matter, and the states are averse to changing the 

hopefully in the November meeting of the taxation structure when revenues are 

council. A rate cut could significantly lower healthy. The multiplicity of slabs runs 

insurance costs for policyholders.A welcome contrary to the aim of streamlining the 

course correction is the exemption of GST on complex taxation system. An organic tax 

research and development grants from the readjustment based on positive or 
educational institutions. Several institutions across India private and public sectors to recognised negative end results is essential.

What a JVP President 
may mean for India

SEBI’s credibility at stake

fuel the conflict in Manipur. diversion from the issue of incursions by THE September 1 drone bomb attack on Koutruk and 
the government and the media have Kadangband villages in Manipur’s Imphal West The security forces in the beleaguered 
fostered a sense of acceptance in the district marked an escalation in the violence between Manipur are too busy separating the 
minds of the populace. This is an the Kukis and Meiteis. Two persons were killed and warring factions to guard the Indo-
encouragement to China in many ways.nine injured in this first such use of drones by Myanmar border. Armed cadres 

insurgents to target civilians. This was followed by belonging to the radicalised militia The second threat is the situation in 
more attacks the next day. They destroyed three India Arambai Tenggol and separatist terror Manipur that had been festering since 
Reserve Battalion bunkers at Meikhang village in group United National Liberation early 2023 and escalated in May 2023. 
Imphal East district. Front (UNLF) openly roam the streets The ineptitude of the state government 

and flaunt weapons (including those and the subsequent induction of 60,000 Since the security forces have explicit ‘shoot-at-sight’ 
looted from state police armouries in paramilitary forces and the Army by the orders against those crossing the buffer zone between 
May, last year). This, despite a peace Centre has not resulted in the de-the valley and the hill tribes, this new mode of attack 
agreement signed between the UNLF escalation of violence. Conversely, new could become the preferred tactic by insurgents. 
and the Centre in the presence of Home dimensions have emerged in the attacks, These weaponised drones can operate between 500 m 
Minister Amit Shah in November, last as the recent drone bombings show.The and 15 km. Capable of carrying various explosives, 
year. Taking advantage of the ongoing disturbances in Manipur have a including hand grenades and mortar bombs, these 
ambiguity in the peace accord, UNLF debilitating effect on security as the open, can hover and capture images, adding to the threat 
cadres have not been restricted to porous border with Myanmar is ripe for complexity. Their value lies not just in their 
camps and designated areas. Nor have exploitation. The Indian establishment destructive ability, but also in documenting the kills.
weapons been withdrawn by the state has been ambivalent in its approach to the The recent attacks targeted Meitei-dominated villages. 
government, which uses these Meitei resolution of the crisis in Manipur. In the The Kuki-Zo militias are suspected to be behind 
militias to dominate the Imphal valley initial period, after clashes broke out in these attacks. The use of drones to target civilians has 
with impunity and challenge the remit May 2023, the Centre had rushed Central been documented since August 2021, when such 

Kuki-Zo tribals and an escalation in armed response of the Army and Assam Rifles (AR) checkpoints.The and Army forces into the state. But thanks to a lack of attacks were witnessed in the neighbouring 
remains.Army, AR and Central Armed Police Forces, which coordination and partisan handling of the state police Myanmar, in areas bordering Mizoram, not far from 

Two extraordinary threats to India’s security have made tremendous sacrifices in the past while waging forces, which are predominantly Meitei, there was no south Manipur. The drones were being used by the 
manifested themselves in the past four years. One a successful battle against separatist elements, have let-up in the ethnic clashes. Then, in last December, People’s Defence Force (PDF) against forces of the 
threat is that of the Chinese incursions in Ladakh, effectively been sidelined by the removal of the the government took its eye off the ball and entered Myanmarese junta. The PDF is the armed wing of the 
which saw the occupation of Depsang, Chumar and Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act from the Meitei- the General Election mode. Consequently, national Myanmarese National Unity Government, which has 
Chang Chenmo by China's People’s Liberation dominated Manipur valley. The Army and the AR security was relegated to local political expediency.been Myanmar’s government-in-exile since the 
Army. Despite several rounds of negotiations and face a serious challenge in maintaining the fragile The escalation through drone bombings is an act of military junta-led coup in February 2021. It now 
mutual disengagement in the Pangong Tso lake area, internal security situation, controlled by the terror. The new level of the destabilising effects of a controls all areas across the Manipur border, except 
the status quo ante has not been restored, as predominantly Meitei state government. This prolonged conflict and the exploitation of the the two pockets of Moreh and Ukhrul. Some 
demanded by the Indian Government. While the freedom accorded by the state government to the situation by China should be of concern to the hardware and ammunition/bombs could have been 
security forces are being augmented by weapon and factions responsible for last year’s ethnic violence in security establishment. Let us hope that it doesn’t sold by the PDF and other Myanmar rebel groups 
equipment procurements (an inordinately long Manipur is a serious security concern; the possibility come to a point when concerted military action will (some supported by China) to valley-based banned 
process), a gradual sidelining and deliberate of orchestrated violence or an offensive against the be the only solution to the crisis.Meitei groups and groups of Chin-Kuki ethnicity that 

GST Council meet

AFTER a tumultuous three years during which Sri 
Lanka went broke and public protests forced the 
President to flee the country, it will elect a new 
President on September 21.The next President 
has to steer the country through the economic 
crisis, engage with the IMF over the financial 
bailout it received in 2023, address pending post-
war issues of justice and accountability as well as 
political resolution of the Tamil question. He (all 
candidates are male) must also deal with the 
regional rivalry between India and China and big 
power geopolitics in the Indian Ocean.

A record 38 candidates are in the fray. Only three 
count. Incumbent Ranil Wickremesinghe, who 
took charge after President Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
fled, is banking on his two-year record of 
managing a bankrupt country and his 
acceptability to the international donor 
community. Sajith Premadasa, son of late 
President Ranasinghe Premadasa who was 
assassinated by an LTTE suicide bomber in 1992, 
is campaigning on his promise of a just 
government that works for “the welfare of all”. 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake of the National 
People’s Power, a coalition led by the Janatha 
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), who contested the 
elections in 2019, and polled just over three per 
cent of the vote, is campaigning as the candidate 
of the ‘change’ that voters want to see.Of the 
three, the 75-year-old Wickremesinghe is the 
only one who can claim experience of running a 
government. But he appears least likely to win. 
He is literally alone in this race, with no party or 
political support to speak of. His United National 
Party (UNP) is close to extinction after its rout to 
nil seats in the 2020 parliamentary election. 
Wickremesinghe’s presidency is propped up in 
Parliament by the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna, 
the party of the reviled Rajapaksas. This 
association has made him even more unpopular. 
Plus he is taking the rap for conditions imposed 
by the IMF in return for its bailout package, 
negotiated on his watch, which have inflicted 
more economic pain.Premadasa is far more 
popular than Wickremesinghe. He walked out of 
the UNP with several others in 2020 when he 
realised Wickremsinghe would never hand over 
the party leadership to him. His Samagi Jana 
Balawegaya (SJB) or United People Power won 
more than 50 seats in Parliament, and is stronger 
than the parent party.He won brownie points for 
not succumbing to the lure of the prime 
ministership or the presidency in 2022 when it 
became evident he would have to depend on the 
Rajapaksas to keep him in office. Premadasa has 
promised to renegotiate the IMF deal so that its 
conditions do not hurt the people. He is going all 
out to woo not just the majority Sinhalese voters, 
but also the Tamil and Muslim communities. He 
is the only candidate to mention in his manifesto 
the 13th Amendment, a provision in the Sri 
Lanka Constitution to share political power with 
Tamils, with the promise of its “full 
implementation”. This may hurt his campaign in 
the Sinhalese south, where devolution and 
federalism are bad words, much like Article 370 
in India.Dissanayake is said to be the strongest 
contender. He is seen by most young voters as the 
symbol of “system change”, the demand of the 
public uprising against the Rajapaksas. He was 
the first to call for renegotiating the IMF deal. 
The party’s formidable cadre-based grassroots 
mobilisation has been laying the groundwork for 
over three years. But for those old enough to have 
witnessed the JVP’s insurgencies in 1971 and 
from 1987-1990, the promise of Dissanayake is 
laced with memories of the violence of those 
years, and concerns about its political 
ideology.The JVP, which began as a radical left 
organisation, was banned after its first attempt to 
take over the state. But the JVP rose up again in 
1987 against the Sri Lanka state, this time as a 
Sinhala chauvinist force opposing the Indian 
intervention that led to political concessions to 
the Tamil minority in the 13th Amendment to the 
Constitution, and the arrival of the Indian Peace 
Keeping Force in northern Sri Lanka.

renting of her personal property to the associate of a avoid actual impropriety but also the appearance of it.THE integrity of the Securities and Exchange Board of 
listed entity which has been under SEBI’s India (SEBI), which regulates the fifth largest capital SEBI demands high standards of transparency from those 
investigation.A separate issue has simultaneously blown market in the world, is under intense scrutiny. it regulates. The same strictures don't seem to apply to its 
up. It pertains to SEBI employees' discontent over the Revelations involving SEBI chairperson Madhabi Puri own leadership, a hypocrisy not lost on market 
unprofessional work culture, unreasonable productive Buch are spilling out on a daily basis, raising significant observers. Even more surprising is the National 
expectations and issues relating to perks, housing concerns about conflict of interest and inadequate Democratic Alliance (NDA) government's decision to 
allowances and compensation. Like the Hindenburg disclosures at the top of this critical institution. In fact, pretend that it has seen and heard nothing. The 
allegations, this was badly handled, leading to a public held to the standards of its own orders regarding government, including the Finance Minister, has buried 
protest by a few hundred employees, asking the disclosures by key management persons (KMP) of listed its heads in the sand. In the process, the powerful SEBI 
management to withdraw the inaccurate press release companies and insider trading, it is clear that the board has been rendered meaningless. Apart from the 
which claimed that employees were influenced by chairperson's transparency is woefully inadequate.So chairperson and three whole-time members, the board 

far, three sets of entities are making these includes the Secretary, Department 
allegations: Hindenburg Research was of Economic Affairs, the Secretary, 
the first to put out 'whistleblower' Ministry of Economic Affairs, a 
documents, alleging conflict of interest; Deputy Governor of the Reserve 
the Congress party has held a series of Bank of India and an academic, who 
press conferences, making a series of is the public representative. There 
charges and demanding an independent was a time, under the United 
inquiry; and Subhash Chandra Goel, Progressive All iance (UPA) 
founder of the Zee group and himself government, when a joint secretary 
under SEBI's lens, has levied charges of in charge of capital markets was a 
corruption against Buch. SEBI board member and wielded 

more power than the chairperson. A few things stand out and beg clear 
This time around, the SEBI board is answers. They are based on the very 
behaving like the proverbial three standards that SEBI has applied to 
monkeys who 'see no evil, hear no m a r k e t  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  f i n a n c i a l  
evil and speak no evil’.To my mind, intermediaries, market infrastructure 
their role as members of a regulatory institutions and listed companies while 
body do not give them that choice. filing prosecution cases against them or 
Contrast this with what SEBI levying serious penalties on them.The 
expects from boards of listed first thing is by Hindenburg Research — 
companies. Over the past two about Buch’s failure to recuse herself 
decades, SEBI has repeatedly from the Adani investigation although 
tightened corporate governance she and her husband had offshore 
requirements and listed rules casting derivative investments in the same set of 

'misguided external elements.' The SEBI employees 
onerous responsibilities on independent directors in nested entities that were under a high-profile 

claimed that the management was 'spreading lies about 
connection with corporate disclosures, price-sensitive investigation of the Adani group, monitored by the 

employees.'
information and fiduciary responsibility. Every time Supreme Court. Hindenburg's second allegation is that 

This backdrop sets the stage for a deep dive into how these 
these directors fail to question the management, proxy she continues to hold a 99% stake in a private advisory 

charges — the lack of adequate disclosures, appropriate 
advisory firms are quick to issue sanctimonious entity — which is admittedly being used by her husband 

recusal and the failure to sufficiently severe her financial 
missives, highlighting their failure and advising since his retirement — and has received income from 

ties upon transition to SEBI's leadership — impact 
institutional investors on how to respond.The 'well-known' Indian entities.The Congress first said that 

SEBI's credibility in regulating the capital market and 
government members on the SEBI board have an even during her current employment as a regulator, she earned 

expose the absence of a robust framework to deal with 
greater responsibility to ensure that they meet a higher five times as much as (Rs16.80 crore) she did in ICICI 

conflict.In contrast, developed countries which have a 
standard of transparency and accountability. By refusing Bank. It turns out that Buch was exercising shares 

revolving door between public and private sectors 
to question the SEBI chairperson or conduct an impartial granted to her under the Employee Stock Options Plan 

provide a sharp counterpoint. In the US, regulatory 
inquiry and take steps to protect SEBI's credibility, the (ESOPs). Given that SEBI has handled several 

chiefs are required to divest themselves of holdings that 
SEBI board has clearly failed. This exposes an important regulatory issues pertaining to ICICI Bank, the fact that 

could present potential conflicts or place such assets in a 
loophole in the regulatory system. It shows that there is Buch exercised ESOPs almost every year and benefited 

blind trust. Such stringent measures ensure that the 
nothing that stakeholders can do to hold a regulator from the price rise raises disclosure issues and questions 

individuals in public positions as heads of regulatory 
accountable if the administrative ministry and the about whether she had access to unpublished price-

bodies are free from influences that could compromise 
government refuse to initiate corrective action. Most sensitive information when she exercised her ESOPs. 

their roles. This principle is underscored by the famous 
people seem to think litigation would also be futile.The Congress has also released documents about the 

Pinochet case, which held that judges should not only 

Allegations against chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch highlight deep systemic failures

Central, state govts have fared poorly

Editorial

The Indian establishment has been ambivalent in its approach to the resolution of  the crisis in Manipur.

Drone attacks in Manipur must set alarm bells ringing
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Brent Crude Future prices dropped 
below $70 a barrel on Tuesday, 
triggered by OPEC+’s downward 
revision of  its demand forecast.

sum of Rs 4,391 crore has been EV buyers by promoting the NEW DELHI: The Union Cabinet, 
provided for procurement of 14,028 installation of electric vehicle public chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 
e-buses by STUs/public transport charging stations (EVPCS). “These Modi, has approved the proposal of 
agencies. The demand aggregation EVPCS shall be installed in the the Ministry of Heavy Industries 
will be done by CESL in the nine selected cities with high EV (MHI) for the implementation of ‘PM 

penetration and on selected Electric Drive Revolution in 
highways. The scheme proposes Innovative Vehicle Enhancement 
installation of 22,100 fast chargers (PM E-DRIVE) Scheme’ to promote 
for e-4 Ws, 1,800 fast chargers for electric mobility in the country.
e-buses and 48,400 fast chargers The PM E-DRIVE has replaced the 
for e-2W/3Ws. The outlay for EV FAME scheme and the temporary 
PCS will be Rs 2,000 crore,” said a Electric Mobility Promotion 
s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  Scheme (EMPS) 2024. The new 
Cabinet.Further, the government scheme has an outlay of Rs 10,900 
has approved an outlay of Rs 780 crore over a period of two years. cities with more than 40 lakh 

crore to modernise the test agencie. Subsidies/demand incentives worth population namely Delhi, Mumbai, 
The Ministry of Heavy Industries Rs 3,679 crore have been provided to Kolkata, Chennai, Ahmedabad, 
(MHI) is introducing e-vouchers for incentivise electric two-wheelers, Sura t ,  Bangalore ,  Pune  and  
EV buyers to avail demand incentives e l e c t r i c  t h r e e - w h e e l e r s ,  e - Hyderabad. Intercity and Interstate e-
under the scheme.At the time of ambulances, e-trucks and other buses will also be supported in 
purchase of EV, the scheme portal emerging EVs. The scheme will consultation with states. The scheme 
w i l l  g e n e r a t e  a n  A a d h a a r  support 24.79 lakh e-2Ws, 3.16 lakh will promote the deployment of e-
authenticated e-Voucher for the e-3Ws, and 14,028 e-buses. There trucks in the country. Rs.500 crore has 
buyer. A link to download the e-isn’t much for electric car buyers. been allocated for incentivising e-
voucher will be sent to the registered The scheme allocates Rs 500 crore for trucks.The government said the 
mobile number of the buyer. the deployment of e-ambulances. A scheme addresses range anxiety of 

Ayushman Bharat to cover senior citizens 
above 70: All you need to know

Evs get Rs 11k crore boost from government

inflation to 2.5% from 2.9% experienced a decline of 3.35%.
earlier. This paves the way for a E a r l y  t r a d e  s a w  p o s i t i v e  
rate cut by the Fed in September. performance across all Nifty 
But  s ince  core  inf la t ion  sectoral indices, with no sectors 
continues to remain high at 3.2% in the red.The healthcare sector 
the Fed is likely to be cautious led the gains, with Nifty 
and refrain from a 50bp rate cut, Midsmall Healthcare rising 
finally settling for a 25bp rate cut. 1.37% and Nifty Healthcare 
CPI inflation in India also is Index climbing 1.18%. Nifty 
expected to be low at around Pharma also showed strong New Delhi. Benchmark stock market 
3.5% in August. This can performance, increasing by indices opened higher on Thursday 
facilitate a rate cut by the MPC in 0.87%.The consumer-oriented driven by gains in metals and IT 
2024 itself. In brief, the benign sectors performed well, with stocks.This upward tick came as 
i n f l a t i on  cond i t i ons  and  Nifty Consumer Durables and expectations for increased foreign 
prospects for rate cuts are Nifty FMCG advancing 0.87% inflows grew, following US inflation data 
positives for stock markets," he and 0.42% respectively. The auto that strongly indicated a Federal Reserve The bullish undercurrent of the market said. sector saw significant gains, with Nifty rate cut in the upcoming week.The S&P will continue," added Vijayakumar."FIIs turning buyers in the cash market Auto rising 0.61%.Financial services BSE Sensex added230.45 points to 

The Nifty Midcap100 index rose by 0.57%, during the last three days is another sectors showed modest growth, with 81,753.61, while the NSE Nifty50 gained 
while the Nifty Smallcap100 index also indication that the market will continue to Nifty Financial Services up 0.27%, Nifty 97.40 points to 25,015.85 as of 10:28 
performed well, though more modestly, be resilient. The record Rs 3.23 lakh crore Financial Services 25/50 increasing AM.Dr VK Vijayakumar, Geojit 
increasing by 0.36%, suggesting application money from 89 lakh investors 0.25%, and Nifty Bank climbing 0.25%. Financial Services said that the latest US 
continued interest in smaller firms.for Bajaj Housing Finance IPO is a Nifty Private Bank saw a slight uptick of inflation numbers are mildly positive for 

Meanwhile, the India VIX, often referred to reflection of the humongous liquidity 0.17%, while Nifty PSU Bank performed markets."August CPI inflation coming at 
as the fear gauge of the market, chasing stocks in the Indian market now. better with a 0.61% increase.0.2% has brought down the 12-month 

Sensex, Nifty open in green as Fed rate 
cut hopes grow after US inflation data

Crude oil prices decline below $70; 
petrol, diesel unlikely to get cheaper

Intermediate (WTI) crude at $66.37 at 7.56 
PM IST.

“Crude oil prices have been depressed owing to 
repeated instances of increasingly weak 
demand from China even as US production is 
high at over 13 million barrels a day. 
Additionally, OPEC+ has extended oil 
production cut by two months leading to fears 

NEW DELHI.Even as crude oil prices declined that there is disagreement on further 
below $70 a barrel for the first time since production cuts leading to a bearish scenario. 
December 2021, analysts believe that petrol It is unclear whether this is a short term 
and diesel prices in India are unlikely to come phenomenon as OPEC+ may after all increase 
down anytime soon.They indicated that oil cuts which could lead to increase in prices,” 
marketing companies (OMCs) would prefer to said Vasisht.Indian oil Marketing companies 
see a sustained trend of lower crude prices for a have made revision of the prices of petrol and 
longer period before making any decisions on diesel across the country in March 2024 by Rs 
domestic fuel prices. 2 per litre.Now, the elections approaching in 

“Oil marketing companies would possibly like Haryana and Jammu & Kashmir, there is 
to see sustenance of the trend of lower crude speculation that oil marketing companies 
prices for longer before they take a call on might consider reducing fuel prices. 
prices,” said Prashant Vasisht, VP & co-head, Moreover, Indian oil marketing companies, 
corporate ratings, ICRA.Brent Crude Future including Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOCL), 
prices dropped below $70 a barrel on Tuesday, Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL), 
triggered by OPEC+’s downward revision of and Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd 
its demand forecast. Though the prices (HPCL), have reported significant profits in 
rebounded early on Wednesday, they fell recent quarters, with a combined consolidated 
below the $70 mark. Brent crude futures was net profit of Rs 7,371 crore in the first quarter 
trading at $69.68 a barrel and US West Texas of this fiscal.

New Delhi, Zomato shares climbed 4% in early 
trading on Thursday, reaching an all-time high 
of Rs 283.50.At around 11:14 am, shares of the 
food delivery giant were trading 3.79% higher 
at Rs 282 apiece on the Bombay Stock 
Exchange (BSE).The rise comes after global 
brokerage firm UBS reaffirmed its bullish 
stance on the stock, maintaining a 'buy' rating 
and setting a target price of Rs 320.UBS cited 
strong growth prospects as the key driver 
behind its optimism.In a recent note, UBS 
highlighted that industry volumes grew by 
2.5% month-on-month in August 2024, with 
adjustments made for the number of days.

The firm also pointed to the ongoing competitive 
dynamics between Zomato and Swiggy, 
describing the situation as a "push-and-pull" 
battle that has extended into Q2FY25.

Will it gain further?
UBS est imates  that  Zomato 's  Gross  

Merchandise Value (GMV) could see a 7% 
quarter-on-quarter rise for Q2FY25.The stock 
has been on a six-day winning streak, gaining 
15.6% during this period.The rally gained 
momentum after Zomato closed its acquisition 
of Paytm's events and movie ticketing 
business.Following the deal, analysts from 
major global brokerage firms like Jefferies and 
JP Morgan have also turned bullish on 
Zomato’s prospects.Earlier this month, JP 
Morgan revised its target price for Zomato to 
Rs 240, up from Rs 208, while maintaining an 
overweight rating.The brokerage believes 
Zomato is at the forefront of a retail 
transformation through its focus on 
convenience and selection in the quick 
commerce segment.The firm noted Zomato’s 
successful expansion across metro cities, 
particularly in NCR, and raised its FY25-27 
forecasts by 15-41%. Furthermore, Zomato’s 
integration of its dining services with the 
newly acquired ticketing business has 
bolstered its growth outlook.Jefferies, another 
major brokerage, set a base target of Rs 335 for 
Zomato, reflecting a potential 31% 
upside.Jefferies is optimistic about Zomato’s 
recent moves in the food delivery space, 
predicting a 20% compound annual growth 
rate (CAGR) in delivery revenue between 
FY24 and FY27.As per the agreement with 
Paytm, Zomato acquired the entire stake held 
by OCL in Orbgen Technologies Private 
Limited (OTPL) and Wasteland Entertainment 
Private Limited (WEPL). Both entities have 
now become fully owned subsidiaries of 
Zomato.In its latest financial results, Zomato 
reported a sharp increase in consolidated net 
profit, posting Rs 253 crore for the quarter 
ending June 30, 2024, marking a significant 
year-on-year jump.

NEW DELHI. The Delhi High Court on Wednesday 
upheld a ruling mandating budget airline SpiceJet to 
ground three of its aircraft engines due to overdue 
payments to French lessors. A Division Bench, 
consisting of justices Rajiv Shakdher and Amit 
Bansal, decided not to overturn the previous single-
judge order issued on August 14 regarding non-
payment of dues for engines leased from two French 
companies.The airline had contested this order, but the 
Division Bench’s ruling reinforces the enforcement of 
the initial directive.While pronouncing the judgement, 
the bench noted that “…The record reveals SpiceJet is 
in default, and past and current outstanding dues 
remain unpaid. At the risk of repetition, it must be 
stressed that SpiceJet has violated an agreed interim 
arrangement for payment of dues, which included a 
term that, upon breach, it would ground the engines 
that Team France and Sunbird France could then 
repossess”.This ruling delivers a significant blow to 
SpiceJet, which has been grappling with financial 
challenges, including legal bttles over aircraft leases.

“….the fact that the financial condition of SpiceJet is 
weak is evident from its conduct and the stand taken on 
its behalf in court, which is that it is attempting to 
infuse funds through loans and/or equity. If the 
position in which SpiceJet is at this juncture, Team 
France and Sunbird France could well end up both 
without its engines or the monies due under the engine 
lease agreements.” The bench modified the impugned 
order to a ‘limited extent’.

Restructuring: Samsung to 
cut 200 jobs in India

Zomato shares jump 4% to hit all-
time high. Will it gain further

New Delhi, The Union Cabinet has needed health coverage, which will Private insurance - Senior citizens with 
private health insurance can still take approved a major expansion of the help ease the financial burden of 
advantage of the scheme without any Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan healthcare.
conflict with their existing coverage.Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) to cover How does the scheme work?

Public health schemes - Seniors who are all senior citizens aged 70 years and The AB PM-JAY now covers an 
part of other public health schemes like above.This change allows anyone in additional 6 crore individuals from 4.5 
the Central Government Health this age group to be eligible for health crore families, focusing on seniors aged 
Scheme (CGHS), Ex-Servicemen 70 and above. Each senior citizen will insurance, regardless of their income 
Contributory Health Scheme (ECHS), be given a health card, allowing them level.After the Cabinet meeting, Union 
or Ayushman Central Armed Police easy access to healthcare services under Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said, 
Force (CAPF) will need to choose the scheme.The scheme provides Rs 5 "Prime Minister Narendra Modi had 
between their current insurance and the lakh coverage annually per family. If made a commitment that all senior 
new Ayushman Bharat  heal th  there are multiple senior citizens in the citizens above the age of 70 years will coverage.New health cards - All same family, this coverage is shared be given coverage under Ayushman eligible senior citizens will receive a among  them.  The  scheme  i s  Bharat PM Jan Arogya Yojana. There separate health card, which will help particularly beneficial for nuclear 

are many families which are already them access the scheme’s benefits more families, where the financial burden on 
covered and have senior citizens. In efficiently.elderly members can be more difficult 
such families, additional coverage, top- Who pays for the coverage?to manage.Eligibility - All senior 
up coverage will be Rs 5 lakh."This citizens aged 70 and above are eligible The cost of this expanded coverage will 
expansion aims to address the for Rs 5 lakh health coverage, be Rs 3,437 crore initially. State 
healthcare needs of the elderly, who regardless of income or social status. governments will bear 40% of the 
often face higher medical expenses as expenses, while the Centre will cover Top-up coverage - For families already 
they age.By lifting income restrictions, the remaining 60%. For states in hilly enrolled in Ayushman Bharat, senior 
the government is ensuring that more and northeastern regions, the Centre members will receive an extra Rs 5 lakh 
senior citizens can benefit from much- will fund 90% of the costs.top-up, which is solely for their use.

Bajaj Housing Finance IPO 
allotment: Step-by-step guide 
to check status

New Delhi. The excitement surrounding IPOs has been 
strong this year, and Bajaj Housing Finance's IPO is no 
exception. Investors have eagerly put their money into 
the public issue, which appears to be on track to double 
their returns.Imagine a queue stretching miles with 
people vying for a golden ticket—that’s how the Rs 
6,560-crore IPO of Bajaj Housing Finance has felt as it 
attracted a mind-blowing Rs 3.2 lakh crore in bids.

The IPO received a total subscription of 67.43 times. As of 
6:19 PM on September 11, 2024, the retail segment was 
subscribed 7.41 times, the qualified institutional buyer 
(QIB) category saw a subscription of 222.05 times, and 
non-institutional investors (NII) subscribed 43.98 
times.Investors who have bid for Bajaj Housing 
Finance IPO can check their allotment status online. 
They can log in to either the BSE website or the website 
of Kfin Technologies Limited, the registrar for the 
issue.The latest Grey Market Premium (GMP) for Bajaj 
Housing Finance's IPO stands at Rs 74, as of 08:27 AM 
on September 12, 2024.Given the price band of Rs 70, 
the projected listing price for the IPO is Rs 144 (which is 
the cap price plus the current GMP). This suggests an 
anticipated gain of 105.71% per share.

The price band for Bajaj Housing Finance's IPO was set at 
Rs 66-70 per share. Investors could apply for a 
minimum of 214 equity shares, with applications 
accepted in multiples thereafter.

NEW DELHI. Technology giant Samsung is planning 
to lay off nearly 200 employees in India as part of its 
cost-cutting measures, as per company sources.

The move is part of Samsung’s global restructuring 
plan, which aims to cut up to 30% of its global 
workforce across various divisions. As per reports, 
the job cuts will primarily impact sales, marketing, 
and administrative staff in regions such as the 
Americas, Europe, Asia, and Africa.It has halted new 
hiring and is not filling roles left vacant by voluntary 
exits. Reports indicate its management recently 
summoned Indian team to South Korea to discuss 
ongoing issues and restructuring efforts.

In India, Samsung fell to third place in volume in the 
April-June quarter of 2024, as per IDC. Its 
smartphone shipments fell by 15.4%, marking its 
third consecutive quarterly decline, with its market 
share dropping to 12.9%. It is facing competition 
from rivals like Apple in the smartphone market and 
SK Hynix in the high-end memory chip sector.

In China, the company plans to cut 30% of its sales staff. 
It employed 267,800 people as of the end of 2023, 
with over half, or 147,000 employees, based overseas, 
according to its latest sustainability report.

UP to clear investment of  Rs 
10L cr soon’
NEW DELHI. The Uttar Pradesh government will soon 

organise the groundbreaking ceremony of investment 
proposals worth Rs 10 lakh crore, Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath said on Wednesday.

Inviting semiconductor industry to invest in the state, he 
highlighted that Uttar Pradesh offers incentives such 
as land subsidies and capital subsidies of 25% for chip 
units under a policy. Together with the Centre’s 
incentives of 50%, chip units can get subsidies of up to 

75% for investment proposals, the chief minister 
stated.Addressing the international conference on 
semiconductors, Semicon India, Adityanath said the 
state has attracted huge investment proposals from the 
industry.He recalled that a team which was preparing 
for an investor summit in the state earlier told him 
investment proposals of Rs 20,000 crore would come 
in UP. “Same Uttar Pradesh after 7 years has brought 
investment proposals of Rs 40 lakh crore.

Out of which, Rs 10 lakh crore was done in February. Rs 
10 lakh crore investments are in pipeline, for which we 
will soon do a groundbreaking in the state,” he said.

SpiceJet: HC orders to ground 
three engines

The S&P BSE Sensex 

added230.45 points to 

81,753.61, while the NSE Nifty50 

gained 97.40 points to 

25,015.85
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ZLegendary India spinner R 

Ashwin will resume his 

international season with the 

Test series against Bangladesh. 

Ashwin, who has 516 wickets to 

his name has been the standout 

bowler at home in recent years.

NEWS BOX

New Delhi   The 1999 ODI World Cup holds nine wickets, a result which wasn’t any line in 15 overs. Sunil Joshi walked away 
special memories for Bangladesh. It started different from expectations. But it was with the Player of the Match award after he 
with Aminul Islam Bulbul’s men taking Aminul Islam, who etched his name in the took five wickets in the first innings 
down a red-hot Pakistan at the County history of Bangladesh cricket by becoming followed by a three-wicket haul.
Ground in Northampton. With the likes of their first centurion. He scored 145 runs off Bangladesh yet to open their account
Saeed Anwar, Inzamam-ul-Haq and Wasim 380 balls with 17 fours and helped his team Since 2000, India and Bangladesh have faced 
Akram in their ranks, beating Pakistan post an impressive 400 in their very first Test each other 13 times in Test cricket. While 
wasn’t a walk in the park back then, but the innings.Skipper Naimur also made history, India have won 11 times, the Tigers are yet 
Tigers did the unthinkable and neutralized becoming the first Bangladeshi with a five- to get on the board. Habibul Bashar and 
their opponents.On the back of their wicket haul in Test cricket. With figures of Mushfiqur Rahim are the Bangladeshi 
impressive showing, Bangladesh got Test 44.3-9-132-6, Durjoy allowed India to take skippers to have led their team to draws in 
status in June 2000. Later that year, they a lead of only 29 runs. The match was well 2007 and 2015 respectively.Back in 
made history after playing their maiden Test and truly in the balance until the opening December 2022, Bangladesh got close to 
match against India, captained by Sourav session of the fourth day. But then, gap of beating India for the first time in Test 
Ganguly. Naimur Rahman Durjoy had the experience between the two teams showed. cricket. They gave themselves a more than 
honour of captaining Bangladesh in front of India bowled their opponents out for 91 in realistic chance of pulling off a massive 
a packed house at the Bangabandhu 46.3 overs and set themselves a target of 63. heist at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium 
National Stadium in Dhaka.India went into Rahul Dravid’s brisk 49-ball knock of 41 in Mirpur.Defending 145 in the fourth 
the game as the favourites and they won by made sure that India romped past the finish innings.

medal match.“I must say that I still enjoy New Delhi.  Toni Nadal, the uncle and former 
Alcaraz’ game more - I like him even coach of tennis legend Rafael Nadal, 
more - but I must also admit and fear that recently showered praise on Jannik Sinner, 
t h e  c u r r e n t  l e a d e r ' s  n o t a b l e  the current World No. 1, following his 
improvement, especially on a mental impressive US Open triumph. Toni Nadal 
level, will make things really difficult desc r ibed  S inner  a s  "p rac t i ca l ly  
for him. The rivalry is definitely on,” unstoppable," especially after the Italian 
Toni Nadal added.distanced himself from the controversies 

surrounding his doping case. This defeat was followed by unexpected 
early exits at the Cincinnati Masters and Sinner's victory at the US Open marks a 
the US Open, raising questions about significant milestone in his career, as he now 
Alcaraz's capacity to manage mental shares the four Grand Slam titles of 2024 
pressure in crucial matches.Despite could affect him. After the final and his with Carlos Alcaraz. Sinner secured 

these setbacks, Alcaraz has shown signs of magnificent performance, the Italian has victories at the Australian Open and the US 
resilience, beginning his Davis Cup 2024 shown once again that he not only has one of Open, while Alcaraz claimed titles at Roland 
campaign with a strong victory over Czech the best games on the circuit but also has the Garros and Wimbledon.Today, he has 
tennis star Tomas Machac, who retired in the temperament to face really complicated become a player who is practically 
third set due to cramps. This win has fueled situations," Toni Nadal added.unstoppable for the vast majority of his 
speculation that the 22-year-old is poised to opponents. He is capable of delivering each However, Toni Nadal expressed concerns 
make a robust comeback to his winning of his strokes with great speed and of making about Alcaraz's ability to handle the mental 
form.As the competition between Sinner and very few unforced errors," Toni Nadal wrote challenge posed by Sinner's rapid rise. After 
Alcaraz intensifies, Toni Nadal's insights in his column for El Pais."In the week before an outstanding start to 2024, including wins 
highlight the mental and physical battles that the start of the competition we were at Wimbledon and Roland Garros, Alcaraz’s 
lie ahead for both rising stars in the tennis wondering how the incessant controversy momentum faltered following his loss to 
world.generated by his possible double doping Novak Djokovic in the Paris Olympics gold 

Unstoppable Jannik Sinner will make 
things difficult for Alcaraz: Toni Nadal

New Delhi Carlos Alcaraz and Jannik Sinner 
have solidified their status as the leaders of 
the next generation in men's singles tennis, 
sharing all four Grand Slam titles between 
them in 2024. Alcaraz claimed victories at 
the French Open and Wimbledon, while 
Sinner completed the hard-court double, 

winning both the Australian Open and the 
US Open, heading towards finishing the 
year as the World No. 1.While Sinner's 
performance only grew s t ronger,  
culminating in his US Open triumph after 
successfully distancing himself from the 
noise surrounding his doping case, Alcaraz 
experienced a late-season slump. Though 
not alarming, questions have surfaced about 
the Spaniard's ability to win on his bad days 
— a trait that often distinguishes legends 
from the rest.In 2023, Roger Federer 
expressed concerns about placing immense 
pressure on young tennis stars, cautioning 
that unrealistic expectations could hinder 
their development. It seems the very 
scenario Federer warned about may now be 
unfolding."I always don't like to put too 
much pressure on younger players, 
especially like, 'He's going to do this.' But 
he's (Alcaraz) the type of player who says, 
'Well, I'm coming to Wimbledon, I'm 
coming to win. I'm coming to Paris, I'm 
coming to win.' So he's putting that pressure 
on his own, which is great," Federer told 
CNN Sports in 2023.Despite Alcaraz's 
impressive achievements in 2024, some 
fans have been quick to speculate whether 
the mounting pressure is beginning to affect 
the four-time Grand Slam champion. Since 
his Wimbledon triumph in July, Alcaraz has 
suffered three concerning defeats — in the 
final of the Paris Olympics to Novak 
Djokovic, a second-round loss to Gaël 
Monfils at the Cincinnati Masters, and a 
shocking second-round exit to World No. 68 
Botic van de Zandschulp at the US Open. 
These defeats have led to concerns that 
Alcaraz might be a victim of his own 
success.Some argue that the high standards 
Alcaraz has set are starting to impact his 
mental game, potentially causing him to lose 
his usual flair during crucial moments.

Broad in a different list altogether. Ashwin, 
who has 363 wickets at home will look to go 
ahead of Broad, who has 398, while playing 
in Test matches at home in England.In fact, 
Lyon is the greatest home spinner of all 
time, where he took over Anil Kumble (350) 
in the previous series against England. 
Ashwin picked 26 wickets in 5 matches 
against the Ben Stokes side. If he continues 
the same touch, he might just pull off a 
stunner andgo over Broad in 2024 
itself.Ashwin will have a fantastic support 
cast around him including the likes of 
Jasprit Bumrah, Kuldeep Yadav, Jadeja and 
Axar Patel. The spinner will hope for a 
terrific precursor to the Border-Gavaskar 

is not like Ashwin has had a dip in form ever wicket-takers in Test history. Trophy, potentially his final one in New Delhi India spinner Ravichandran 
in home Tests, but since 2021, Ashwin has Can Ashwin surpass McGrath? Australian soil. Ashwin has 39 wickets in Ashwin will resume his international season 
109 wickets at home nearly double that of Immediately ahead of Ashwin, there are Australia in 10 Test matches and is expected with the home Test matches against 
the next-best Indian bowler - Ravindra Courtney Walsh (519), Nathan Lyon (530) to be one of the main threats Down Under Bangladesh. Ashwin, who has 516 wickets 
Jadeja - who has 56 wickets.Ashwin, who is and Glenn McGrath (563). It is a real due to his experience and guile.The mystery to his name in the red-ball format will be 
easily one of the two greatest spinners in the possibility that Ashwin will chase down spinner, who is in his last legs in eyeing to clasp a few more in the series vs 
Test format in recent times, will hope to Lyon's tally in the home Tests itself, which international cricket will hope to secure his Bangladesh and New Zealand before flying 
solidify his position in the echelons of will give a nice flavour to the Border legacy as one of the best of all time in the out to Australia to play the Border-Gavaskar 
history in the next 5 Test matches. At the Gavaskar Trophy, set to begin in the month next run of 10 Test matches before Trophy.The mystery spinner is one of India's 
moment, Ashwin's tally of 516 wickets puts of November.Apart from Lyon and potentially playing the World Test finest bowlers of all time and has been 
him in the 9th position among all-time McGrath, Ashwin is also chasing Stuart Championship Final in Lord's.especially effective in the last three years. It 

scoring 360 degrees around the ground, 
he's as clean a striker as I think I've ever 
seen. He's probably 5 ft 10, he's not a big 
kid, but he hits the ball extremely hard and 
he's got no fear, and he's a gun in the field. 
He's someone that I think that in the future 
can be a three-format player for 
Australia," Ponting added.Ponting’s 
remarks come at a time when Australian 
cricket is transitioning after the retirement 
of veteran opener David Warner. Cricket 
fans and pundits alike have been quick to 
predict Fraser-McGurk as a potential 
successor at the top of the order, a role he 
has performed brilliantly for Delhi 
Capitals in the IPL.

Southampton. Former Australia captain 
Despite his absence from the T20I series Ricky Ponting has heaped praise on young 

opener against England, Fraser-McGurk batter Jake Fraser-McGurk, highlighting 
remains a player to watch. Ponting's him as one of the most promising talents in 
comments underline the belief in the world cricket. While Ponting lauded Fraser-
young batter's ability to rise to the McGurk's explosive batting abilities, he also 
occasion, provided he continues to pointed out that the 22-year-old has room for 
develop his game.improvement, particularly in refining his 

As Australia looks to the future, Fraser-SkySports, emphasized that Fraser- exactly the right way to go about it yet. I style of play.
McGurk’s journey will be closely followed McGurk's potential is immense, and with a mean, he only goes one way, but when he's Although Fraser-McGurk did not feature in 
by fans eager to see if he can fulfill the high more well-thought-out approach, he could thinking about hitting the ball to different Australia’s first T20I against England on 
expectations set by legends like Ponting. become a key player for Australia across all parts of the ground is when you see the best September 11 at The Rose Bowl, his 
The young batter’s aggressive style and three formats."He's an extreme talent. He's a Jake Fraser-McGurk quite often," Ponting reputation as a hard-hitting batsman has 
potential to become a mainstay in the a ball striking talent. He's still very much of a said."He'll get sort of stuck in trying to hit grown significantly since his debut in the 
national team make him one of the most rough diamond though. Like I, I'm not sure him one which is normally down over long Indian Premier League (IPL) in 2024 with 
exciting prospects in Australian cricket.in his own head he's actually worked out on or to mid wicket. But if he thinks about the Delhi Capitals. Ponting, speaking to 

R Ashwin begins hunt of  Glenn McGrath, Nathan 
Lyon's records in Bangladesh Tests

Ponting praises 'rough diamond' Jake Fraser 
McGurk: Can be an all-format player

Recalling Bangladesh's Test debut vs 
India: Dhaka witnesses history in 2000

New Delhi. Shubman Gill geared up for the 
upcoming big Test season as he trained hard 
in the gym. In a video, Gill was spotted 
sweating it out in the gym as he engaged in a 
hard-core workout. He would be aiming to be 
at his utmost fitness as India would be having 
a gruelling season, which included 10 Tests 
this year. Gill's training involved a mix of 
both cardio and weightlifting exercises as he 
looked charged up during the session. Gill 
would also have a huge responsibility on his 
shoulders, given he would bat at the No. 3 
position.Gill, considered as one of the next 
all-format star players, opened up about not 
being able to meet his expectations fully. He 
made his Test debut later in December 2020 
during the Test series against Australia. He 
managed to score runs at an average of 35.52 
and has scored 4 hundreds and 6 fifties in 25 
matches.

"Yes, I've not been up to my own expectations 
([n Test cricket]," he told PTI on the eve of the 

Duleep Trophy opener in Bengaluru. "But we 
have ten Tests coming up together. Hopefully, 
after these ten Tests end, I'd be up to my 
expectations or more," he added.The 25-year-
old had started his career as an opener but has 
now taken up the role of No.3, following in 
the footsteps of Rahul Dravid and 
Cheteshwar Pujara. While there were a few 
difficult moments for Gill during the England 
series earlier in the year at home, he was able 
to turn a corner and score 2 hundreds and 
finished as the second highest run-getter in 
the series with 452 to his name from 5 
matches.Earlier, there were doubts whether 
Gill, a traditional opener, would be able to 
transition into the new role. However, slowly 
but surely, he proved himself as India's No. 3 
batter. However, his biggest challenge would 
be the upcoming 5-match Test series against 
Australia. He would aim to be in good form 
and the foundation of which would be laid in 
the Bangladesh and New Zealand Test series, 
which would be played at home. 

Shubman Gill training 
hard in gym ahead of 
IND vs BAN Test series

New Delhi.   Brazilian winger Vinicius 
Junior issued an apology to fans following 
Brazil's 0-1 defeat to Paraguay in the FIFA 
World Cup Qualifiers on September 11. 
This loss continued Brazil’s troubling run, 
leaving them in a precarious position in 
the CONMEBOL standings. In his 
statement, Vinicius expressed regret for 
the team's poor form and assured fans of 
his commitment to improving his own 
performance.Vinicius acknowledged the 
difficult situation Brazil is in, as the five-
time World Cup winners now sit fifth in 
the standings with just 10 points from 
eight games. This places them behind 
Argentina, Colombia, Uruguay, and 
Ecuador, and only narrowly ahead of 
Venezuela on goal difference. With only 

the top six teams qualifying for the World 
Cup, Brazil's current position is alarming.

"We apologise to the fans, who are always 
on our side...But this is a difficult time, we 
just want to improve... I know my 
potential, I know what I can do for the 
national team. Of course it's been a very 
difficult process, because when you don't 
have confidence, you don't get goals, you 
don't get assists and good performances," 
Vinicius told Sportv"We know the 
situation we're in, we want to get Brazil 
out of this situation at any cost, we all have 
to go home now and start thinking about 
what we can do to get back to playing well. 
We cannot come here, lose these points 
and play the way we did," Vinicius 
added.Vinicius also addressed criticism 
regarding his performances, noting that 
while he has excelled at Real Madrid, he 
has struggled to replicate that success with 
the national team. He promised to work 
harder to meet expectations.

"It's completely different [tharazil's next 
World Cup Qualifiers will be crucial, with 
matches against Chile on October 11 and 
Peru to follow. These games will be vital 
for Brazil's hopes of securing a spot in the 
tournament, and for Vinicius, who will be 
under pressure to lead his team to victory 
and turn their fortunes around.

Is Carlos Alcaraz's second-
half slump in 2024 a cause 

for concern

Vinicus apologises to 
fans for Brazil defeat, 
addresses Real Madrid 

comparisons
Ricky Ponting has hailed young 

Jake Fraser-McGurk as a future all-

format star for Australia but 

cautioned that the 22-year-old 

must refine his aggressive style to 

fulfill his potential as a key player 

for Australia.
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