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SC constitutes National Task Force for
safety of medical professionals

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, August 20: Expressing serious

concern about “virtual absence for safe work-
ing conditions” for doctors and health
professionals, the Supreme Court on
Tuesday set up a 10-member National
Task Force (NTF) to frame a national
protocol for ensuring safety and facili-
ties for them. A Bench led by Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud – which took
suo motu cognisance of the horrific
rape and murder of a doctor at RG Kar
Hospital, Kolkata, last week – said the
incident raised systematic issue
regarding safety of doctor across India.
The top court urged all protesting doc-
tors to resume work as their strike
affected health services across India.
“Since this court is seized of the matter
regarding safety of all medical profes-
sionals, we request doctors protesting
all across the country to resume work as it
affects patients to avail health related services.
Doctors and medical professionals are receiv-
ing consideration by the highest court of the
country,” the CJI said. Noting that the

Prevention of Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition, and
Redressal) (POSH) Act, 2013 applied to med-
ical establishments, the top court said Internal

Complaints Committee (ICC) had to be consti-
tuted in all hospitals. “We need to evolve a
national consensus for a standard national pro-
tocol for safe conditions of work. Ultimately,
what is equality under the Constitution if
women cannot be safe in their workplace,” the

CJI said, adding, “Protecting women doctors is
a matter of national interest and the principle
of equality does not demand anything less.”
Headed by Surgeon Vice-Admiral Arti Sarin,

the NTF has been asked to
“suggest modalities to be
followed all across India so
that young or middle-aged
doctors are safe in their
work environment.” Other
members of the NTF are:
Dr D Nageshwar Reddy,
Dr M Shreenivas, Dr
Pratima Murty, Dr
Goverdhan Dutt Puri, Dr
Saumitra Rawat, Prof Anita
Saxena, Head Cardiology,
AIIMS Delhi, Prof Pallavi
Sapre, Dean of Grant
Medical College, Mumbai
and Dr Padma Srivastava,

Neurology Department, AIIMS. The Cabinet
Secretary, Union Home Secretary, Union
Health Secretary, Chairperson of National
Medical Commission and President of
National Board of Examiners will be the ex-
officio members of the NTF, the Bench

ordered. The top court asked the NTF to pre-
pare a national action plan for preventing gen-
der-based violence and ensuring safety and
dignified working conditions for interns, resi-
dent and non-resident doctors. While prepar-
ing the national action plan, the task force has
been asked to consider if the emergency room
needed additional security and if a baggage
screening facility was needed to be installed to
prevent arms from entering hospitals and if
people needed to be stopped at certain points,
if they were not patients. The top court wanted
the NTF to examine the security staff needed
to manage crowds, requirement of rest rooms
for doctors and gender neutral spaces for rest-
ing of doctors, nurses and proper lighting of
hospital areas and installation of CCTV at all
places within the hospital premises. It also
asked the NTF to see if such areas needed to
have biometrics and facial recognition; need
for transport from 10 pm to 6 am for medical
professions; need to conduct workshops for
handling grief and crisis; quarterly audits of
institutional safety measures; having police
force commensurate with footfall; and helpline
numbers for emergency of medical profession-
als. 

Power of Constitution can defeat 'dictatorial regime's
arrogance': Congress on lateral entry U-turn

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, August 20: The Congress on

Tuesday claimed that the Centre's move to with-
draw the advertisement for lateral entry in
bureaucracy was due to the campaign by party
chief Mallikarjun Kharge, Rahul Gandhi and
INDIA bloc parties, and said this shows that only
the power of the Constitution can defeat the
“arrogance of a dictatorial regime”. Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
asserted that the Congress will protect the
Constitution and the reservation system at all
costs and foil “conspiracies” of the BJP. The
remarks came after Union Minister of State for
Personnel Jitendra Singh wrote to Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC) chairman Preeti
Sudan and asked her to cancel the advertisement
so that marginalised communities get their right-
ful representation in government services.
Reacting to the development, Kharge said, “Long
live the Constitution! The Congress party's fight
for social justice for our Dalits, tribals, backward
and weaker sections has foiled the BJP's plans to
snatch away reservation.”“Modi government's
letter on lateral entry shows that only the power

of the Constitution can defeat the arrogance of a
dictatorial regime,” the Congress chief said in a
post in Hindi on X. He said it was
due to the campaign run by Rahul
Gandhi, the Congress and INDIA
bloc parties, that the government
has taken a step back. “But as long
as the BJP-RSS are in power, it will
keep adopting new tactics to snatch
away reservation. We all have to be
careful,” Kharge said. “Whether it
is the long term capital
gain/Indexation attack on the mid-
dle class in the budget, or referring
the Waqf Bill to JPC, or putting the
Broadcast Bill on the back-burner -
- the power of the people and the
opposition is saving the country
from the Modi government,” he
said. In a post in Hindi on X, Gandhi
said, “We will protect the
Constitution and the reservation system at all
costs. We will foil the BJP's conspiracies like that
of 'lateral entry' at any cost.” “I am saying it again
- by removing the 50% reservation cap, we will
ensure social justice on the basis of caste cen-

sus,” the former Congress chief said. Congress
general secretary in-charge communications

Jairam Ramesh tagged Singh's letter and said on
X, “A letter from a Union Minister working under
a non-biological PM to a Constitutional authority
without a date. What pathetic governance this
is.” “Even so, this is clearly the impact of the crit-

icism of the Leaders of the Opposition in both the
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha and others,” he said

in another post. The UPSC had on
August 17 issued a notification for
recruiting 45 joint secretaries, directors
and deputy secretaries through lateral
entry -- referred to as appointment of
specialists (including those from the
private sector) in government depart-
ments. The decision had ignited criti-
cism from opposition parties, which
claimed it undermined the reservation
rights of OBCs, SCs and STs. The gov-
ernment's move also comes after BJP
ally and Union Minister Chirag Paswan
voiced concern over making any
appointments in government posts
without providing reservation. The
political row over lateral entry escalat-
ed, with Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
alleging it was an “attack” on the Dalits,

OBCs and adivasis. Upping the ante over the lat-
eral entry issue, the Congress on Monday had
accused the BJP of “snatching reservation” and
handing out posts meant for SCs, STs, OBCs,
and EWS to people of the RSS.

Centre's U-turn on lateral entry; UPSC cancels ads
Navdeep Singh Sahni

New Delhi, August 20: After the Centre's
request, the UPSC on Tuesday cancelled the
latest advertisement for lateral entry recruit-
ment to bureaucracy, accord-
ing to an official order. Under
attack from the Congress-led
Opposition and its own allies
LJP and JD (U) for advertising
45 government posts without
the benefit of Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribe and OBC
quotas, the Government on
Tuesday rolled back the plan
to induct private sector special-
ists to key central positions
asking the UPSC to cancel the
lateral entry advertisements
issued on August 17. "It is important that the
constitutional mandate towards social justice
is upheld so that deserving candidates from
marginal communities get their rightful rep-
resentation in the government services.
Since these positions (the ones advertised by
the UPSC) have been treated as specialised
and designated as single cadre posts, there
has been no provision of reservation in these

appointments. This aspect needs to be
reviewed and reformed in context of PM
Narendra Modi's focus on ensuring social
justice. Hence I urge the UPSC to cancel the
advertisement for lateral entry recruitment

issued on August 17. This step would be a
significant advance in the pursuit of social
justice and empowerment," Minister of State
for Personnel Jitendra Singh said in a letter to
UPSC chairman Preeti Sudan on Tuesday.
The minister also recalled the history of the
lateral entry plan saying it as a principle later-
al entry was endorsed by the second
Administrative Reforms Commission, which
was constituted in 2005 and chaired by

Congress veteran Veerappa Moily. "The rec-
ommendations of the sixth Pay Commission
in 2013 (under Congress led UPA) were also
in the same direction. However before and
after that there have been many high profile

cases of lateral entrants. Under earlier
government posts as important as
secretaries in various ministries, lead-
ership of UIDAI, have been given to
lateral entrants without following any
process of reservations. Further it is
well known that the members of the
infamous National Advisory Council
used to run a super bureaucracy that
controlled the PMO," Jitendra Singh
said in his letter. The minister added
that while most of the major lateral
entries before 2014 (when Narendra

Modi became PM) were made in an ad hoc
manner, "including cases of alleged
favouritism, efforts of our government have
been to make the process institutionally driv-
en, transparent and open." "Further the PM
is of the first belief that the process of lateral
entry must be aligned with the principles of
equity and social justice enshrined in our
Constitution, particularly concerning the
provisions of reservations. 

Maharashtra Assembly elections
Why Ajit Pawar is being 'watched closely?

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
Chandigarh, August 20: Not so long ago,

the BJP had embraced Ajit Pawar of the
Nationalist Congress Party in the hope of
improving political chances and opportuni-
ties with the belief that his breakaway fac-
tion would become a strong pillar of the
NDA alliance in the key state
Maharashtra. While the performance by
the Ajit Pawar faction in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections proved otherwise, some
of his recent statements appear to be indi-
cating issues beyond the usual seat-shar-
ing ones in the state slated to go to polls
later this year. They indicate attempts at
“image change” and perhaps also woo
back/reach out to uncle and NCP
founder Sharad Pawar. They are being “
watched closely” by the BJP, which
believes that Ajit Pawar is considering a
‘ghar wapsi’ to his uncle’s faction. However,
NCP (SP) leaders suspect the statements to
be a part of a “strategy” to change his image
ahead of the upcoming Assembly elections.

Criticising Pawar and projecting himself as
the real NCP proved counterproductive in
the Lok Sabha, so maybe Ajit Pawar has
been advised to change tack, they add.
According to an observer in the know of the
current situation in Maharashtra, Ajit Pawar

may be able to sustain better in the race if he
runs with Sharad Pawar than against him.
“Breaking a party that Sharad Pawar worked
for and walking away with the name and
symbol has not gone down well with NCP

supporters, which include minority commu-
nities as well,” the observer adds. He may
not have brought much to the table in the
Lok Sabha, Mahayuti’s fears are that if he
returns to his uncle’s fold he will do more
harm to the saffron side.  If he goes back to
Sharad Pawar it will be with the original
party name and symbol.  The fact is, even
without the original party name and symbol,
the Sharad Pawar faction managed to do
decently well in the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions and getting them back will add to per-
ceptions and augment chances.  Deputy CM
Ajit Pawar took everyone by surprise when
he admitted having made a mistake by field-
ing wife Sunetra opposite cousin Supriya
Sule in Baramati in the Lok Sabha elections.
Then he said that he told the BJP not to tar-
get Sharad Pawar as PM Narendra Modi
calling him ‘bhatakti atma’ (restless soul)
during the Lok Sabha campaign did not go
down well with the electorate. Recently, he
also said that he was not keen to contest
from the Baramati Assembly constituency,
according to reports.

Protests near Mumbai
over sexual abuse of 2
girls at kindergarten

ST Correspondent
Mumbai, August 20: Police lathi-charged protest-

ers at Badlapur railway station near Mumbai on
Tuesday evening to break the day-long rail roko agita-
tion against the alleged sexual abuse of two girls at a
kindergarten. Police used force to disperse hundreds
of protesters at around 6 pm, hours after they hurled

stones at the railway station while rejecting pleas of the
state government and senior police officers to call off
the agitation, which affected the services of local trains
and forced diversion of some outstation trains, an offi-
cial said. The local train traffic remained affected for
hours on a Central Railway section in the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region as demonstrators, including
many women, stayed put on tracks throughout the day.
They demanded capital punishment for the arrested
attendant of the school. The tracks at Badlpaur station
were finally cleared of demonstrators after 6 pm, the
police official said. In the wake of the protest, police
and RPF personnel were deployed in large numbers at
the railway station and the school, which was van-
dalised by protesters earlier in the day. Angry parents
of the schoolchildren and local citizens, including sev-
eral women, gathered outside the school on Tuesday
morning and also resorted to a 'rail roko' protest at the
railway station, blocking the path of local trains from
around 8.30 am. Some of the protesters, including
women, later damaged the school property by break-
ing its gate, window panes, benches and doors, police
said. At the railway station, some of the agitators
hurled stones during the protest. Meanwhile, Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Zone IV, Sudhakar Pathare,
told reporters that a case had been registered against
the accused, who was nabbed "within three-and-a-half
hours of registering the FIR". He said three police offi-
cers, including two women, are gathering all evidence
to ensure a comprehensive probe.

Several Delhi hospitals
receive bomb threat emails,
search operations underway

New Delhi, August 20: Several hospitals,
including AIIMS and Safdurjung, and a mall in
Delhi on Tuesday received bomb threat
emails, prompting authorities to launch
searches on their premises, officials said. A
call was received at 1.04 pm from a hospital in
Nangloi and another from Primus Hospital at
1.07 pm in central Delhi’s Chanakya Puri
informing that they had received bomb
threats, a Delhi Fire Services official said.
Fire tenders, bomb detection teams and
police rushed to the spots. A thorough check-
ing is being conducted, the official said. The
mailing list mentioned around 50 government
and private hospitals, including AIIMS,
Safdarjung, Apollo, Moolchand, Max and Sir
Ganga Ram hospitals, police said. “We have
placed many explosives inside your building.
They are placed in black backpacks. The
bombs are set to go off in a few hours,” the
email, sent through Gmail at 12.04 pm, stated.
“You will end up in a pool of blood, none of
you deserve to keep living. Everyone inside
the building will lose their lives. I incessantly
have nothing other than scam for humanity.
Today will be your last day on earth,” it said.
The email claimed that a “group named
‘COURT’ is behind this massacre”. 

2 held for swapping blood
samples of minors accom-

panying teen driver
Sanjay Kumar

Pune, August 20: Police have arrested
two persons in connection with the
alleged swapping of  the blood samples of
minors who were with the juvenile
accused in the Porsche car crash case of
Pune, a top official said on Tuesday. The
arrested duo included the father of one of
the two minors who were with the 17-year-
old driver when he rammed his speeding
Porsche car into two IT professionals on a
motorbike on May 19 in Kalyani Nagar.
With the duo’s arrest late Monday night,
the number of persons held in the
Porsche car crash case has gone up to
nine. “The blood samples of two minors
who were with the juvenile accused in the
car (at the time of the crash) were
swapped with those of these two (arrest-
ed) persons, who included the father of
one of the minors,” Police Commissioner
Amitesh Kumar said. The arrested men
were on Tuesday produced before a local
court that sent them to police custody till
August 26. The high-end car driven by the
minor allegedly under the influence of
alcohol knocked down two motorbike-
borne IT professionals, one of them a
woman, in the wee hours of May 19,
killing both of them.

West Bengal Governor calls on
President Droupadi Murmu
New Delhi, August 20: West Bengal

Governor C V Ananda Bose on Tuesday
called on President Droupadi Murmu at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan here. The meet-
ing comes amid the cease-work agitation
by junior doctors in West Bengal to
protest against the alleged rape and mur-
der of a trainee doctor which entered the
12th day on Tuesday. Healthcare servic-

es at state-run hospitals across West
Bengal have been severely affected due
to the agitation. “Governor of West
Bengal Dr C V Ananda Bose called on
President Droupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan,” the President's
office said in a post on X and shared a
picture of the meeting.

7 dead, 6 injured as auto-
rickshaw rams into stationary

truck in MP's Chhatarpur
Chhatarpur (MP), August 20: Seven per-

sons, including a one-year-old child, were killed
and six others injured after an auto-rickshaw
rammed into a stationary truck from behind in
Chhatarpur district of Madhya Pradesh early
on Tuesday, officials said. The accident took
place under the Civil Line police station limits
when the rickshaw was going towards
Bageshwar on Khajuraho-Jhansi highway
around 5 am, a police official said. "Thirteen
persons were travelling in the auto-rickshaw
and seven of them were killed while six others
injured after the vehicle collided with a truck on
Jhansi-Khajuraho Road," Superintendent of
Police (SP) Agam Jain said. The victims were
going from Mahoba (in Uttar Pradesh) to
Bageshwar Dham in Chhatarpur, he said. Sub
Divisional Magistrate (SDM) Akhil Rathore
said that as per the initial information, the CNG-
run auto-rickshaw rammed into the stationary
truck from behind. Three seriously injured per-
sons are being referred to Jhansi for further
treatment, he said. The deceased were identi-
fied as autorickshaw driver Prem Narayan (46),
one year-old Asma, Janardan Yadav (45), Manu
Shrivastava (25), Govind Shrivastava (35) and
Nanni Bua (42) and Lalu (age not known), the
officials said.



Women ‘resettle’ for less as firms refuse jobs in Tamil Nadu: Report

Tamil Nadu medical rank list out; cut-offs may go up

Ahmedabad. The civic body’s attempts to reduce 
traffic congestion around Vastrapur lake have 
proven futile as the plan to relocate street food 
vendors has failed yet again. AMC not being able 
to find a permanent solution to the problem has 
caused much frustration among people.

The presence of a thriving food market, new 
residential projects and malls and multiplexes in 
the vicinity of the lake have led to a significant 
increase in traffic. For the past five years, the 
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation has been 
mulling shifting the eateries. The proposal to 
establish alternative facilities on two adjacent 
plots has been put on hold.In 2019, AMC officials 
planned creating a food court near Sanjivani 
Hospital to shift the vendors. The AMC proposed 
to allocate Rs 44.37 crore for development works 
under the Swarnim Jayanti Mukhyamantri Shaheri 
Vikas Yojana. However, this initiative was 
abandoned due to a change in the deputy municipal 
commissioner. The new DyMC had planned to 
establish a food court within the amphitheatre of 
the redesigned lake, to relocate the stalls.This food 
court was to also feature 55 stalls allotted to food 
chains. A plot near Sanjivani Hospital, valued at Rs 
100 crore, was to be allotted for parking. However, 
in Aug, the standing committee blocked this 
proposal. The original plan to remove the lake’s 
surrounding wall to improve its visibility, has also 
been revised.We also published the following 
articles recentlyZomato's Al-generated food 
images ban: Paytm founder has a views vs reality 
responseZomato CEO Deepinder Goyal 
announced the removal of AI-generated food 
images following customer complaints about 
misleading presentations. The effort aims to 
rebuild trust between customers and restaurants by 
encouraging genuine representations. Restaurant 
owners can contact Zomato's support team for 
authentic photo shoots.Mobility plan throws 
spanner in Metro expansion proposalKochi's 
Metro rail project on the Edappally-Aroor stretch 
faced a setback as the city's comprehensive 
mobility plan (CMP) did not designate it as a mass 
rapid transit system (MRTS) corridor.

Three kids dead due to food poisoning in 
Anakapalle PASA Trust hostel, 78 hospitalised

With more students securing high scores this year, experts said the cut-off is likely to go up for all categories.

HYDERABAD. The Hyderabad Disaster (7), Chanda Nagar in Serilingampally (3) surroundings of tanks within ORR limits. As media platforms for protection and 
Relief and Asset Protection Agency Errakunta Cheruvu in Bachupally (3), per the data obtained from the National recovery/restoration of lakes, nalas, kuntas. 
(HYDRAA) is giving sleepless nights to Devendra Nagar in Gajularamaram (3) and Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC), Balanagar, If the very purpose of HYDRAA is fulfilled 
land grabbers, realtors, builders and B u m - R u k n - u d - D o w l a  l a k e  n e a r  between 1979-2024 (45 years), the extent of without any interference from the politicians 
politicians.For the last 10 days, the Shivrampally, have been razed.The agency the water bodies in and around Hyderabad then the people of Telangana would be 
HYDRAA has been on a demolition drive. authorities are making sure that records of has diminished by 61 percent. There are 185 grateful to the chief minister, they stated.
Armed with bulldozers and other heavy duty unauthorised buildings are thoroughly lakes within GHMC limits and 400 within Phase-wise action plan
vehicles, the agency has been pulling down verified before carrying out the demolitions. ORR limits.Chief Minister A Revanth It will stop further encroachments of water 
the buildings that have come up in the Full After identifying them, men, machinery and Reddy established the HYDRAA for bodies, government lands, parks in phase-I, 
Tank Level (FTL) and buffer zones of the police personnel are deployed during the Telangana Core Urban Region (TCUR) for encroachments that have come up in FTL 
water bodies within Outer Ring Road (ORR) early morning hours itself to pull down the the purpose of disaster management, asset and buffer zones will be demolished in 
limits.As the demolitions are being carried structures. The HYDRAA is also keeping protection etc. The wing will protect assets Phase-II and, in phase-III, it will take up the 
out without any prior notice, the encroachers, track of the unauthorised constructions in of ULBs and government such as parks, revival of the lakes by restoring and beautify 
builders and politicians are on the edge, not parks, layouts, open spaces, playgrounds, layouts, open spaces, playgrounds, lakes, them through desilting. The HYDRAA will 
knowing whose buildings are next on the nalas and land parcels.The authorities said nalas, land parcels, roads, carriageways, repair lake chain links so that there is flow of 
demolition list of the HYDRAA.In less than that, on an average, they are receiving 50- footpaths, etc from encroachments. water from one lake to another without any 
10 days of HYDRAA swinging into action, 100 complaints per day from the people and Removal of lake encroachments is being interruption.The HYDRAA which has been 
more than 50 illegal buildings built in the they are being verified thoroughly before done in coordination with the GHMC and allocated a budget of ̀ 200 crore, will soon be 
FTL and buffer zone of the water bodies such initiating action. Their main priority is local bodies concerned.Many people are setting up a police station to accelerate its 
as Osman Sagar (40), Chilkur in Moinabad removal of encroachments in the appreciating the state government on social activities.

Telangana: HYDRAA leaves land grabbers trembling

News box

Ahmedabad. The maximum temperature 
went a notch higher on Monday at 36.1 
degrees celsius compared to 35 degrees on 
Sunday.  According to  the  India  
Meteorological Department (IMD), it was 
3.5 degrees higher than normal. At 27.2 
degrees, the minimum temperature, too, 
was 1.9 degrees higher than normal.

According to the IMD forecast, the city get 
light rains on Tuesday, but across the state, 
except parts of South Gujarat, chances of 
significant rains are very slim. On Monday, 
only 16 talukas received 1mm, with 
Khergam in Navsari receiving the highest 
at 27mm and Talaja in Bhavnagar receiving 
26mm of rain. tnn

We also published the following articles 
recentlyAt 33.6 degrees Mumbai records 
highest temperature for the month of 
AugustOn Sunday, Mumbai recorded its 
highest ever August temperature at 33.6 
degrees, surpassing the previous high of 
33.5 degrees in 1969. The city's break 
monsoon phase was identified as the cause, 
leading to increased heat and discomfort for 
residents. Ongoing dry conditions and 
weakened westerly winds contributed to 
this temperature spike.Clouds shift, 
Gurgaon to get scattered rain now: 
IMDRainfall in Gurgaon was expected to 
ease, with only isolated short bursts 
predicted over the next few days, as the 
monsoon trough shifted south. The city saw 
cloudy skies and muggy conditions with 
temperatures fluctuating. This year's 
rainfall was 26% higher than usual. 
Northern Haryana might face heavy rainfall 
soon.Rain streak continues, but intensity 
expected to drop in Delhi: IMDNew Delhi 
experienced sporadic rain in the morning 
and intense rainfall in the evening, leading 
to a drop in temperature. The weather 
department expected the rain to continue, 
but with reduced intensity on Friday and 
Saturday. Safdarjung recorded a maximum 
temperature of 34C, and the city's air 
quality remained satisfactory with an AQI 
of 71.

With no rain, city’s 
maximum temperature 
touches 36°C

CHENNAI. A 53-year-old conservancy 
supervisor attached to the Mamallapuram 
Municipality and his wife, a school teacher, 
died when a private company bus rammed 
their two-wheeler near Kelambakkam in 
the wee hours of Monday.

Pallikaranai Traffic Investigation Wing 
police said Dhamodharan and his wife D 
Jayadurga (47)  were heading to  
Mamallapuram from Madampakkam 
around 5 am when the bus rammed their 
vehicle from behind near Pudupakkam on 
the Vandalur-Kelambakkam road.

The driver sped away without stopping and 
passersby came to help the duo. However, 
they succumbed to their injuries on the spot. 
After analysing CCTV footage from the 
area, the police identified the bus and later 
arrested Kodeeswaran of Thiruvannamalai, 
who was allegedly driving the bus when the 
accident occurred.

Couple killed as bus 
rams bike near 
Kelambakkam in 
Chennai

KOCHI. Lack of space, especially during 
peak office hours of 7am-9am, continues to 
plague train commuters travelling between 
Kollam and Ernakulam daily. Though the 
railways added four more coaches in 
Palaruvi Express, the situation remains the 
same.On Monday, passengers were unable to 
even enter Palaruvi Express and Venad 
Express, the two trains used by daily 
commuters to reach their offices in Kottayam 
and Ernakulam, said Ajas Vadakedam, 
executive member of Friends on Rails. He 
said a large workforce depends on the two 
trains to reach Kochi, the IT hub of Kerala. 
“Palaruvi is the first train towards Ernakulam 
from Thiruvananthapuram followed by 
Venad Express and then the MEMU,” he said.

“Over 3,000 people are travelling to 
Tripunithura and Infopark from southern 
districts by MEMU, Palaruvi and Venad 
daily,” said Sreejith Kumar, a representative 
of Friends on Rails, adding that it was 
worrying that people’s representatives were 
not doing anything to resolve people’s travel 
woes.Ajas said the addition of coaches in 
Palaruvi brought some relief but did not 
solve the problems on the Kollam-
Ernakulam route.“On Monday, the train was 
crowded. Even the police were helpless even 
though standing near the doors is not allowed. 
Forget standing, people were clinging from 
the door handles,” he said. A MEMU service 
will go a long way in resolving the issue, he 
said. “It can be operated from Kollam, and 
can start after Vande Bharat passes 
Kayamkulam. A temporary solution would 
be to run an urgent MEMU or passenger 
service from Kottayam to Ernakulam,” Ajas 
said.Sreejith said if the said train leaves for 
Ernakulam from Kottayam at 7.45am, 
between Venad and Palaruvi timings, it will 
end passengers’ woes to an extent. “If the 
Kayamkulam and Kollam services are 
extended once technical hurdles are cleared, 
travel issues can be resolved completely,” he 
said.

Kochi commuters call for 
MEMU between cramped 
Palaruvi, Venad Express

Plan to relocate food stalls 
at Vastrapur lake fails again

students, who fell ill after consuming the the last two to three years. Deepika VISAKHAPATNAM. In a tragic incident, 
food on Saturday, had died by midnight on expressed concern over the inadequate three children died and 78 others were 
Sunday. CM announces Rs 10L ex-gratia, accommodation, mentioning that the hospitalised due to food poisoning at a 
asks officials to extend best aid to kids children were housed in a small shed with hostel run by the Parisudhatma Agni 

limited washroom facilities.Stuthi Aradhana Trust (PASA Trust) at “Upon investigation, it was found that the 
Kailasa Patnam in Kotavuratla mandal of PASA Trust is operating a hostel for tribal The police have arrested Kiran Kumar, 
Anakapalle district.The deceased children children, who reside there and attend administrator of PASA Trust, under 
have been identified as K Shraddha (7) of school daily. Upon learning about the Section 304 Part 2 (culpable homicide not 
Balabadram village and T Joshua (7) of death of two children, we traced all the amounting to murder) and Section 105 of 
Nimmalapalem in Chintapalli mandal, children, informed their parents, and the BNS for negligence. The SP revealed 
and G Nithya (Bhavani) (8) of Rellala ensured that the children were admitted to that Kumar brought tribal children to the 
Palem in Koyyuru. h o s t e l  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  

permission, and failed to A total of 93 children consumed 
p r o v i d e  t i m e l y  m e d i c a l  stale food on Saturday night. Of 
treatment to them, ultimately them, 78 have been admitted to 
l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  t r a g i c  various hospitals across the 
deaths.Alluri Sitarama Raju d i s t r i c t s  o f  A n a k a p a l l e ,  
Collector AS Dinesh Kumar, Visakhapatnam and Alluri  
Anakapalle Collector Vijaya Sitarama Raju. “We have admitted 
Krishnan and Visakhapatnam 78 children to different hospitals, 
Collector MN Harendhira even though some are in stable 
Prasad responded promptly to condition, as a precautionary 
the food poisoning incident. measure. Since these students are 
They reached the hospitals, from tribal areas, we have initiated 
coordinating with district-level the process to transfer them to 
officials, police, education and various tribal schools under 
medical departments to ensure ITDA,” said Paderu ITDA Project 
emergency medical services Officer V Abishek.
were provided immediately.Anakapalle SP M Deepika said 35 

C M  C h a n d r a b a b u  N a i d u  children affected by food 
hospitals,” she said.Deepika revealed that expressed deep concern over the death of poisoning are currently undergoing 
the food that caused the poisoning was students and directed the Collector to treatment in hospitals in the district. She 
donated to the hostel in the afternoon, and ensure that the affected students receive said all the children experienced varying 
was originally cooked in the morning. The the best possible medical treatment. He levels of illness, with some being more 
leftover food was served to the children in announced an ex-gratia of Rs 10 lakh each severely affected, especially those with 
the evening, and by Sunday morning, they to the families of the three deceased pre-existing medical conditions, who did 
began experiencing symptoms of children.not receive proper care, and that most of 
vomiting. “Instead of providing these children are under observation. A Home Minister Vangalapudi Anitha, who 
immediate medical treatment, the few children, who are in a more critical visited the affected children at the KGH, 
children were sent home, which delayed condition, have been shifted to the King stated that an investigation is underway to 
proper medicare,” she said.G e o r g e  H o s p i t a l  ( K G H )  i n  determine the origin of the contaminated 

The hostel was established in 2012-13, Visakhapatnam. food and who brought the samosas. She 
initially housing only two to three emphasised the issue of religious Among those transferred to the KGH, one 
children. However, the number of teachings at such hostels, where parents girl is said to be in a very critical condition. 
children has significantly increased over are persuaded to send their children.Deepika also confirmed that three 

O m a n d u r a r  E s t a t e  o n  A u g u s t  C H E N N A I .  H e a l t h  M i n i s t e r  M a  
22.Counselling for general category Subramanian released the rank list for 
students will take place online from August MBBS, BDS, and paramedical admissions 
21. This year, Tamil Nadu has got an 2024-25 on Monday. Counselling for the 
additional 150 MBBS seats, the health courses will begin on August 21. With more 
minister said. The state has applied for an students securing high scores this year, 
increase in the number of MBBS seats in a experts said the cut-off is likely to go up for 
few more medical colleges and is likely to all categories.
get approval in the next academic year, he The general category merit list shows 90 
said.Of the 6,630 MBBS and 1,683 BDS students have scored above 700 this year, 
seats available in government colleges, 496 while the number stood at 39 last year. 
MBBS and 126 BDS seats are reserved for Similarly, last year, only 379 students scored 
government school students under the 7.5% 650 and above, but the figure has increased 
quota. About 3,733 applications were filed to 1,356 this year. This jump in numbers can 
for seats under the quota and 3,683 (1,041 also be seen in the merit list for the 7.5% 
boys, 2,642 girls) applications were found quota (for government school students). The 
eligible. Overall, the state received 29,429 top score under 7.5% quota, which was 569 
applications for government quota seats, of coaching centre.Last year, the NEET cut-off 382 and general rank was 12,836, and for the last year, has shot up to 669 this year.
which 28,819 (10,704 boys, 18,114 girls) mark for MBBS seats in government ST category, 355 and 14,234.Speaking to According to officials from the selection 
were accepted.Transwoman from Erode medical colleges for the open category (OC) reporters after releasing the rank list, committee, of the 28,819 applicants for 
makes it to rank listChennai: The health was 602 and the general rank was 1,442; for Subramanian said that the counselling for government quota seats, 7,791 were freshers 
minister on Monday said that this year a lone the BC category, the cut-off was 551 and special quota students, sportspersons, wards and 21,028 were NEET repeaters. Notably, 
transwoman has also made it to the rank list. general rank was 3,539, and for the SC of ex-servicemen, persons with disability, all top 10 candidates on the merit list for the 
Officials said she hails from Erode, category, it was 448 and 9,431.General and those availing the 7.5% reservation will 7.5% quota are NEET repeaters, and four of 
completed class 12 in 2021 and cleared category counselling from Aug 21For the SC be conducted offline at the Government them attended the Centre of Academic 
NEET(Arunthathiyar) category, the cut-off was Multi Super Speciality Hospital in Excellence, Saidapet, a state-run NEET 

balwadis in the area and all of them are run by helpers CHENNAI. Even with various skill development courses 
and have no teachers, the report said.In Perumbakkam, offered to women in resettled families by the Tamil Nadu 
the advocate commissioner said that no steps were Urban Habitat Development Board, women aged over 30 are 
initiated to set up a de-addiction centre in the area refused employment in companies or factories in the area of 
despite the issue being pointed out in his earlier report in resettlement. This was revealed in Advocate Commissioner 
2018. School-going children have free access to ganja, K Elango’s final report on resettlement sites in city.As per 
the report said. Residents in AIR Nagar complained that the report, women in the resettlement sites of Perumbakkam, 
the medical officer visits the health centre only once a Navalur and Gudapakkam underwent this ordeal. Calling it a 
week. In the absence of the officer, a staff nurse ‘major social issue’, the advocate commissioner urged the 
diagnosed the patients’ ailments and prescribed state government and the HC to intervene and issue suitable 
medicines.During his inspection of the health centre, he advisories to the companies. “I am unable to understand on 
was told that the medical officer was on leave from May what basis those companies come to the conclusion that 
29 to June 23. The resettlement site also stands in urgent women aged above 30 are not productive and they are 
need of an old-age home with medical care along with weak,” the report stated.The advocate commissioner was 
CCTVs and strengthened infrastructure. “Several of appointed by the Madras High Court to file a revised report 
these issues are long-standing complaints. Resettlement on resettlement sites in the city. Accordingly, he visited the panchayat burial ground in Navalur were charging the 

of residents demands urgent action and expenditure from sites in Navalur, Perumbakkam and All India Radio Nagar. resettled residents Rs 30,000 for each cremation even after 
multiple departments. Therefore, the whole resettlement In the concluding part of the report, the advocate the TNUHDB officials intervened. In the middle school, 
model must be reconsidered, to avoid future problems of commissioner called for the model of resettlement to be desks are only provided for middle-school students, while 
lack of adequate facilities,” report said.‘reconsidered’.Elango said the staff at Serpananchery those in primary classes have to use the floor. There are three 

 

HC-appointed advocate commissioner’s final report says factories in resettlement areas discriminate against women above 30 years
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heard a gunshot. Arun came inside GURGAON.  A 19-yea r-o ld  
the house holding his chest and u n d e rg r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  o f  
said the man had shot him. He then architecture, who came home over 
collapsed. With the help of my the  weekend  to  ce l eb ra t e  
uncle, Lakhmi Chand, I shifted Rakshabandhan, was shot dead by 
Arun to a local private hospital an unknown assailant at the gate of 
where he was declared dead," Ajay his house in Faridabad while his 
told police.Ajay said he did not siblings sat inside.Two men 
know the two men who fled on a reached Arun's house in Adarsh 
bike."My brother was playing a Nagar around 12.30pm, and one of 
video game on his phone before the them called him outside to 
incident," Ajay said.Adarsh Nagar talk.Arun's sister, who had tied a 
inspector Amit Kumar said that rakhi on his wrist just hours before, 
prima facie, two unknown men and his elder brother were inside 
were involved in the case and one the house when the incident was 
of them shot Arun from close reported.Police said a case was 
range. "Our teams have verified filed under BNS Sections 103 (1) 
CCTV footage near Arun's house. for murder and under the Arms Act, 
We are working out the leads to and they have launched a manhunt 
zero in on the offenders," the to trace the accused.Cops said 
inspector said.According to cops, Arun, who studied at a college in 
Arun's father Karan Singh Gautam Rohtak's Sampla, reached his 

when the unknown man asked Arun is a registered medical practitioner house in the NCR city on Saturday 
to talk to him outside the house, the and his mother Bimmlesh is a evening.On Monday, after completing 
student said he can talk in front of his homemaker. Ajay works at a private rakhi celebrations, Arun's parents went out 
siblings. But the man insisted that he firm in Delhi and Renu is a lab of the house for some work. He was sitting 
come out."Arun went to the gate with technician in Faridabad. The family in the living room with his sister Renu and 
him, and after a few minutes, we has been in the city since 1997.brother Ajay.According to the complaint, 

NEWS BOX

Gurgaon: PAN card linked to transactions worth crores, 
student gets income tax notices, father goes to police

Gunman calls student outside home 
to talk, shoots him dead in Faridabad

GURGAON. Poor maintenance of 11 "Due to the lack of timely repair of 11 
kVA electricity feeders has led to kVA feeders at the 66 kVA substations 
damage of major transformers at 66 kVA in Gurgaon and Faridabad, we have 
substations in Gurgaon and Faridabad, incurred losses of around Rs 5 crore. 
causing unscheduled power cuts, One transformer at each of these 
according to Haryana Vidyut Prasaran substations has failed. The damage 
Nigam Limited (HVPNL).In the last could have been avoided merely by 
month alone, two major transformers, thorough patrolling and taking certain 
with a combined cost of Rs 5 crore, were actions," an HVPNL official said.
damaged at 66 kVA substations in the If DHBVN officials pay serious 
two cities.HVPNL chief engineer B S attention to the repair of 11 kVA 
Dahiya has now written to DHBVN feeders, transformers at substations 
chief engineer Vinita Singh flagging the can be saved from damage, executive 
poor maintenance and repairs of 11 kVA engineer Anil Malik said. "Faults 
feeders and asking the discom to come travelling through these cables reach likely to be taken against them, officials "This caused a transformer worth around 
up with a standard operating procedure the transformers, causing them to fail," said.DHBVN operates over 1,000 Rs 2.5 crore to fail last month. It had to 
(SOP) for maintaining them.In his letter, t h e  H V P N L  e n g i n e e r  feeders with 11 kVA capacity in be replaced with a new one," the official 
which was sent recently, Dahiya asked added."Superintendent engineers have Gurgaon, which supply electricity from said.DHBVN's junior engineers and 
Singh to submit the SPO by Aug end. been instructed to launch special 66 kVA capacity power sub-stations to sub-divisional engineers don't properly 
Singh has now issued directives to campaigns for the repair of 11 kVA residential colonies or societies.An ground the poles (which includes 
superintendent engineers to investigate feeders in their respective areas. If any HVPNL official said around 60 of these connecting a conductor or an electrical 
transformer failures and submit a report. e n g i n e e r  i s  f o u n d  n e g l i g e n t ,  feeders are connected to the 66 kVA device to the earth, providing a safe and 

If junior engineers, sub-divisional departmental action will be taken power substation in Sector 56, and trip stable path for excess electricity to 
engineers or executive engineers are against them," DHBVN chief engineer approximately 1,200 times each month. escape) of 11 kVA feeders, HPVNL said.
found to be at fault, disciplinary action is Singh told TOI.

Poor upkeep causes snags in feeders, sparks 
long outages in Gurgaon and Faridabad

return."My son replied to those GURGAON. The father of a 
notices, saying he has not done youngster studying in Australia 
any such transactions. He was filed a police complaint on 
pursuing graduation during that Sunday, alleging that conmen had 
period, and someone resorted to used his son's PAN card to carry 
fraudulent transactions by out transactions amounting to 
misusing the documents of my crores.The youngster got to know 
son. Please initiate appropriate about the transactions after 
legal action," the complainant getting notices from the income 
said.A police officer said the tax department, the father said. 
investigation was handed over Cops said they have registered an 
to economic offences wing. FIR at Sushant Lok police 

2020-21 FY."The email had another "The FIR was registered under station.Pushpinder Singh, a 
notice as an attachment, citing a IPC sections 120-B (criminal resident of DLF -5, told cops that his 
fictitious transaction of Rs 8.1 lakh conspiracy), 419 (impersonation for son Divyarup Singh Mann, who is 
linked to my son's PAN Card," cheating), 420 (cheating), 465 pursuing higher studies at the 
Pushpinder Singh said.On April 12 (punishment for forgery), 468 (forgery Australian National University in 
this year, Divyarup received another I- for purpose of cheating), and 471 Canberra, got a notice from I-T 
T notice, which said sales of Rs 133.8 (using a forged document as genuine department in March seeking reasons 
crore were recorded under GST one)," the officer said.for not specifying sources of income in 

Nine deaths, a lethal Sunday on key NCR roads
GURGAON. Three people, including two locals. He was declared dead on arrival," 

pedestrians, died in three separate Bhagwan said.A case was registered 
accidents in a span of 13 hours on Sunday under BNS sections 106 and 281 upon 
in Manesar and Pataudi. While two of Bhagwan's complaint. "We have some 
them were run over by unidentified information about the car. The driver will 
vehicles, the other - a driver - died when be arrested soon," Pataudi ASI Anand 
his milk van rammed into a truck on KMP Kumar said.Meanwhile, the milk van 
Expressway. Police are yet to track the driver, who suffered severe injuries after 
accused in two of these cases.A cop on his vehicle rammed into a truck on KMP 
patrol found one of the victims' bodies Expressway, succumbed to his injuries at 
lying on NH-8 at IMT Manesar Chowk hospital.Ashish Kumar (27) was from 
around 12.10am on Monday. Constable Rajasthan's Bhiwadi. While he was 
Ajay Kumar of Manesar traffic police returning to Bhiwadi from Delhi, his van 
station 1 said the pedestrian's head was rammed into the truck that was changing 
crushed in the hit-and-run accident.A lanes without sounding an alert."The 
case was registered on Ajay's complaint accident occurred due to the truck driver's 
under BNS sections 106 (causing death negligence. Ajit Singh has been arrested 
due to negligence) and 281 (rash driving) and booked under BNS sections 281 and 
on Monday. SI Balraj Singh, who visited 106," inspector Devender Kumar of IMT 
the spot, said they are analysing the police station said.In an incident that 
CCTV footage to identify the accused. occurred on Saturday afternoon, a 35-
Also, the victim, who is around 30 years year-old private company worker died 
old, has not been identified so far.In when his bike was hit by an unknown 
another incident, a 34-year-old farmer vehicle near the govt polytechnic college 
died when he was hit by a car on Sunday on NH-8. Based on the complaint of Ajit 
night. Deshraj was from Pataudi's Singh's nephew Monu Yadav, a case was 
Turkapur village.The accident occurred registered in Manesar police station 
when Deshraj and his cousin Bhagwan under BNS sections 106 and 281 on 
were walking on the roadside towards Sunday.According to ASI Praveen 
their agricultural fields. "Around 8.30pm, Kumar, the biker was hit from behind. 
a white car hit my cousin from behind. "We are scanning the footage collected 
The accused fled the spot in his vehicle from CCTV cameras installed near the 
soon after the incident. I rushed him to the accident spot to track the accused," the 
govt hospital in Pataudi with the help of ASI said.

GURGAON. Thieves targeted a Ciaz car parked on MG 
Road near MGF Metropolitan Mall and stole a laptop, 
3,000 US dollars, and other valuables kept in a bag in 
the backseat. Police registered a theft case based on the 
complaint of the car owner.Mayank Jain, a private 
company worker from Sector 9A, went to MGF 
Metropolis Mall on Saturday night."I parked my car on 
the service road of MG Road near the mall and went 
inside at 8.30pm. When I returned, I saw that the rear 
right side window glass of my car was broken, and the 
laptop bag kept inside was stolen. The bag contained 
my HP laptop, passport, and 3,000 US dollars," 
Mayank alleged in his police complaint.Based on the 
complaint, police registered a case under BNS Section 
305 (theft in a dwelling house, means of transportation 
or place of worship, etc) on Sunday."We will verify the 
CCTV footage at the crime scene and identify the 
accused soon," said head constable Anoop Kumar.

Gurgaon: Burglars strike at 
parked car on MG Road, steal 
gadgets and 3,000 US dollars

Will repair key roads 
riddled with craters in 

a week: GMDA
GURGAON. A special team has been formed by 

GMDA to fix potholes and repair the damaged 
portions of master sector roads in the city. 
GMDA chief executive officer A Sreenivas has 
directed the infrastructure division 1 that repair 
of any pothole-riddled roads must be taken up on 
a war footing and completed within one week.

The city has been divided into four zones. Sectors 
1 to 23 fall under Zone 1, while Zone 2 
encompasses sectors 24 to 80. Zone 3 consists of 
sectors 81 to 95, and Zone 4 includes sectors 99 
to 115.

"All master roads which have undergone some 
damage or deterioration during the monsoon are 
being repaired and all potholes are being filled to 
reduce traffic congestion and enhance road 

safety for commuters," said Arun Dhankar, chief 
engineer, Infra 1 division.The Authority has 
already started working along Southern 
Peripheral Road, Golf Course Extension Road, 
Sector 9, Sector 21/22 dividing road and from 
Vatika Chowk to Dwarka Expressway, officials 
said.Moreover, officials said that attempts are 
being made to remove any waterlogging on the 
roads. Adequate machinery and manpower have 
been deployed in each zone.

According to residents, even the newly built roads 
were damaged by heavy rains this year.

On Sunday, MCG said that it aims to fill potholes 
on roads under its jurisdiction within the next 
three days. The Authority has assured the public 
that it will take swift action to address the issue 
and ensure that the roads are made pothole-free.

Discom's charges against ex-
official quashed by Punjab 
and Haryana HC

Three pose as passengers, 
rob driver of  his auto and 
mobile phone on Faridabad 
Road

Haryana plans 100km safe 
zone for vultures across 5 
states

GURGAON. Three men posing as passengers boarded 
an autorickshaw in Cyber City on Sunday and robbed 
the driver of his mobile phone and vehicle when they 
reached near Genpact Chowk on Faridabad Road.

An FIR has been registered, and police are trying to trace 
the suspects who fled in the stolen auto, an officer said 
on Monday.Dipankar Dey, who is from Gulaldeh 
village in West Bengal, has been living in Nathupur in 
the city and working as an auto driver. He filed a 
complaint on Sunday evening at Sushant Lok police 
station. According to cops , the suspects first asked 
Dipankar to drive them to DLF Magnolias and then 
requested to go to Gwalpahari via Genpact Chowk.

"At 10.45 am, near building 9A in Cyber City, three men 
approached me for a ride to DLF Magnolias in Sector 
42. Upon arrival, they asked to go to Gwal Pahari via 
Genpact Chowk. After passing the fire brigade office, 
they stopped the auto, claiming one of them felt unwell. 
Two got out, while the third grabbed my neck from 
behind. The others began kicking and punching me. 
They forcibly took my phone and pushed me out of the 
auto," the complainant recounted to the police.

A case has been registered under Section 309(6) 
(voluntarily causing hurt during robbery) of the BNS.

GURGAON: The Punjab and Haryana high court 
ordered quashing of charges against a retired DHBVN 
executive engineer and upheld a lower court's 2014 
ruling that directed the discom to pay increments it had 
halted as a penalty. The case dates to 2005 when DS 
Hooda, then an sub-divisional officer in Dharuhera, 
was accused of causing financial loss to the discom by 
restoring power connection to a company that paid 
around Rs 53,000 of its total pending electricity bill of 
Rs 2 lakh.The discom framed charges against Hooda in 
2006.

In 2008, the discom ordered two increments that Hooda 
was supposed to get be halted, and Rs 1.3 lakh be 
recovered from him. In a Nov 2014 ruling, a Gurgaon 
additional district judge said that Hooda was entitled to 
get back his increments along with interest at 9% per 
annum.DHBVN challenged this 2014 order before the 
high court, alleging that Hooda retired as an executive 
engineer in Feb 2011 and during his service, he was 
charge-sheeted in April 2006, which led to the stoppage 
of his two increments. Justice Suvir Sehgal of the 
Punjab and Haryana HC, in his order on Aug 6, upheld 
the district court's ruling. "The court does not find any 
illegality or infirmity in the judgment passed by the 
district court," the order read.

GURGAON. Haryana, in collaboration with five other 
states and UTs, is planning to earmark a 100km zone 
where it will release vultures, so the bird's population 
can be revived in the wild.Called a 'vulture safe zone', it 
will span across 27 districts of Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Punjab, Uttarakhand and UP along with 
Chandigarh.State forest and wildlife department 
officials said on Monday that the plan involves a survey 
of all these districts to ensure that non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs (NSAID) such as diclofenac, 
ketoprofen and aceclofenac are not used in the 
region.These drugs, earlier administered commonly to 
cattle, were responsible for a catastrophic decline in 
vulture populations in the 1990s. These substances are 
toxic for vultures, which ended up consuming them 
while feeding on cattle carcasses. In 2008, central govt 
prohibited the use of these medicines in veterinary 
drugs.After the survey that Haryana forest and wildlife 
department will carry out with the help of Bombay 
Natural History Society (BNHS), the plan is to release 
into the wild 25 white-rumped vultures in Sept."A 
vulture safe zone comprises a 100km radius 
surrounding the existing vulture population.
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Man promises to take girl to
her boyfriend, kills her

Gurgaon. A 26-year-old man who promised to take an 18-
year-old girl to her boyfriend — his nephew — allegedly con-
fined her to a room for two days and then killed her. Police said
the girl grew suspicious and threatened to call the cops, after
which he took her to a secluded place on April 30 with promis-
es of arranging a meeting with her boyfriend, where he killed
her and dumped the body in the bushes.The accused — iden-
tified as Santosh, who is originally from UP’s Aligarh and was
living in a rented accommo-
dation in Gurgaon’s Shivaji
Nagar — was arrested on
Friday. Police said they are
trying to ascertain the actu-
al motive behind the mur-
der and why the accused
confined the girl for two
days.

Name Change
I, AMERA W/O MEHMOOD residing
at H NO-313/105 F,  5th FLOOR,
GALI NO-13, TULSI NAGAR, INDER-
LOK, DELHI-110035  have changed
my name to AMEERA for all future
purpose.

Name Change
I Mohd Alim Uddeen Fareedee S/O
Mohd Faizyab Fareedee. R/O. N-85
Third Floor Lane N0-2 Batla House
Okhla Jamia Nagar South East Delhi.
110025. Have Changed my name to
Mohd Alim Uddin Fareedee for all
future purposes.

Name Change
I, MALAN MAHABUBALI HAVANUR
wife of NO-16118450X Rank-HAV
Name-MAHABUBALI HAVANUR
residing at PLOTNO-98, VPO-KARJA-
GI, TEH & DIST-HAVERI, KARNATA-
KA-581112 have changed my name
from MALAN MAHABUBALI HAVA-
NUR to MALAN HAVANUR for all
future purposes vide affidavit dated
20/08/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, HAZI ABDUL AZEEZ S/O BAKAR
ALI residing at H.NO-C-42, STREET
NO-13, MADHU VIHAR, I.P. EXTN.
PATPARGANJ, SHAKARPUR DELHI-
110092 have changed my name to
MOHD AZIZ  for all future purposes.

Name Change
I SHALOO NASHA W/O MAYUR
GIRDHAR residing  at  F-30 STREET
NO-9 LAXMI NAGAR DELHI-110092
have changed my name to  SHALU
GIRDHAR  permanently

Name Change
I, SABBAN S/O JAMILAHMED Residing
at A-5, SURAJ PARK COLONY, ROHINI
SECTOR-18, DELHI-110042 have
changed my name to SABBAN AHMED
for all future purpose.

Name Change
I, MERAJ S/O MUNNA residing at H
NO- 313/78, TULSI NAGAR, DELHI-
110035 have changed my minor son`s
name from AYAAN SINGH to AYAAN
for all future purpose.

Name Change
I, No-15715819N Rank-HAV Name-
ANAND SASI residing at ILLIKU-
LATHU CHITHIRA, PORUVAZHY,
KOLLAM, KERALA-690520 have
changed my Minor son’s name from
DEVANAND to DEVANAND R for all
future purposes vide affidavit dated
20/08/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, No. 15331579X HAV VINOD KUMAR
YADAV Father of VAIBHAVAI YADAV
R/O 1380, SHARAD NAGAR,
TARSALI, VADODARA, GUJARAT-
390009 have changed my minor
daughter’s name from VAIBHAVAI
YADAV to VAIBHAVI YADAV for all
future purposes vide affidavit dated
20/08/2024 Before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, Barkha Trehan @ Barkha Kochhar
D/O Sh. Anil Trehan W/O Sh. Rahul
Kochhar R/O C-12/2 S.F.S. DDA Flats,
Saket, New Delhi-110017, have
changed my name from BARKHA
KOCHHAR to BARKHA TREHAN
KOCHHAR for all future purposes.
Hereinafter I WILL BE CALLED AND
KNOWN BYTHE NAME OF BARKHA
TREHAN KOCHHAR.

Name Change
I, MOHD NASIR S/o Shri MOHD
YAKUB R/o House No.1348 GALI NO-
44 JAFRABAD SEELAMPUR, Delhi-
110053, declare that in my Passport my
FATHER NAME incorrect name is men-
tioned as MOHD YAQUOOB and my
correct name is MOHD YAKUB Now
onwards my correct name is MOHD
NASIR S/O MOHD YAQUOOB for all
future purpose.

Name Change
I hitherto known as T RAFIQ AHAMED
alias RAFIQ AHAMED S/o T
BASHEER AHAMED residing at G-
176/3, First Floor, Dilshad Colony, East
Delhi, Delhi-110095, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
RAFIQ AHAMED.

Name Change
I, hitherto known as ANKITA GUPTA
D/O ARUN KUMAR GUPTA and W/O
GAURAV HARPLANI R/O 160, 1ST
FLOOR, BLOCK 6, RAMLEELA
GROUND, SUBHASH NAGAR, SUB-
HASH NAGAR WEST, P.O. TAGORE
GARDEN, WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110027 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as ANKITA
HARPLANI.

Name Change
I, JC-471626P Rank-SUB MAJ HONY
CAPT Name-RAVI SINGH S/o
BHARAT SINGH Presently residing at
VPO-BARODA, TEH-NARWANA,
DIST-JIND, HARYANA-126115 have
changed my mother’s name from
BHOTI to BOHTI for all future purposes
and in my service records my mother’s
date of birth wrongly mentioned as
01/07/1951 instead of her correct date of
birth as 01/01/1949 vide Affidavit dated
20/08/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I AVINASH S/O NEELAKANTA holder
of Indian Passport No M4300758 issued
at BANGALORE on 13/12/2014 ,per-
manent resident of 4-10/2,SEETHA
COMPOUND NEAR GRAMA
SANGA,KULAI,MAGALORE CITY,PIN
575019,KARNATAKA,INDIA and
presently residing at AL REYADH
PLASTIC INDUSTRIES LLC,29 Al
Waraq St - Abu Dhabi Industrial City -
ICAD I,ABU DHABI.do hereby change
my name FROM AVINASH TO
AVINASH NEELAKANTA DEVADIGA
with immediate effect.

Name Change
I, Hitherto Known As MANJOO
DEVI W/O SH. VISHNU YADAV
R/O H. NO. C36, GOYLA DAIRY,
PASEH-1, QUTUB VIHAR,
SOUTH WEST DELHI-110071
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Sapna Devi.

Name Change
I hitherto known as VINOD
MUNSHI alias VINOD KUMAR
MUNSHI S/o AMAR NATH MUN-
SHI, R/o D05 - 202, Cresent Parc
Royal Green, Sare Homes, Sec-92,
Wazirpur(115), Gurgaon, Haryana-
122505, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
VINOD KUMAR MUNSHI.

Name Change
I, SILOCHANA DEVI mother of JC-
414880A Rank-NB SUB Name-SAN-
JAY KUMAR residing at VILL-PALOTA,
PO- PALOTA, TEH-BUHANA, DIST-
JHUNJHUNU, RAJASTHAN-333502
have changed my name from
SILOCHANA DEVI to SHILOCHANA
for all future purposes vide affidavit dated
20/08/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
It is for general information that I,
YATINDER SINGH S/o YOGESH
KUMAR R/o WP-451, Wazirpur
Village, Ashok Vihar, North West
Delhi-110052, declare that name of
mine and my wife have been wrong-
ly written as YATINDER and JYOTI
in my minor daughter ARSHITA
CHAUHAN aged 14 years in her
School Record. The actual name of
mine and my wife are YATINDER
SINGH and JYOTI RANI.

Name Change
I, MAHDUBAI is legally mother of No.
2801279K Rank- HAV, Name-
THANAGE MILIND CHHABU R/O
VILL-HIWARE BAZAR, POST-DAI-
TANE GUNJAL, TAH AHMEDNA-
GAR, DIST AHMEDNAGAR, MAHA-
RASHTRA, PIN CODE 414103 have
changed my name from MAHDUBAI to
MANDABAI CHHABU THANAGE for
all future purposes. Vide affidavit No IN-
DL362698112998692W dated
13.08.2024. before Public Notary Delhi.

Name Change
I, KADAMBARI is legally wedded
spouse of No. 2808343Y Rank-HAV,
Name- MORE PRASHANTVISHWAS
R/o AT-VADGAON (BK), POST-
KALMANI (KD), TEH - KHED,DIST
RATNAGIRI, STATE-MAHARASH-
TRA, PIN - 415730,have changed my
name from KADAMBARI to
KADAMBARI PRASHANT MORE for
all future purposes. Vide affidavit No IN-
DL36274717157086W dated
13.08.2024 before Public Notary Delhi.

Name Change
I,SHANTI DEVI is legally mother of
No. JC-483633X Rank-NB SUB,
Name- MAJEET KUMAR SINGH R
VILL-HAJAULI BABU KE PURA,
PO-HAJAULI, TEH- CAPACHIT-
GARU, DIST-BALLIA, (UTTAR
PRADESH)-221701 have changed
my name from SHANTI DEVI to
SHANTI SINGH and date of birth
from 10/07/1958 to 01/01/1963 for
all future purposes. Vide affidavit
No IN-DL37937713734836W
dated 16.08.2024 before Public
Notary Delhi.

Name Change
It is for general information that I,
URVI SHARMA D/o PURUSHOT-
TAM SHARMA R/o C-167, 1st
Floor, Sec-1, Avantika, Rohini,
Delhi-110085, declare that name of
mine and my father have been
wrongly written as URVI and P
SHARMA in my CBSE 10th & 12th
class Educational Documents and
University B.Tech Graduation
Degree. And, name of mine has
been wrongly written as URVI in
my Aadhaar Card No.
959037237588. The actual name
of mine and my father are URVI
SHARMA and PURUSHOTTAM
SHARMA respectively.

Name Change
I, Neelam W/o of No.2805339L Hav
kanase maheshkumar laxman R/O
vill- angapur POST- angapur TEH -
Satara DIST - Satara PIN COD -
415019.have changed my name
from neelam to neelam maheshku-
mar kanase For allfuture purposes
vide Affidavit dated 20/08/2024
before Notary public, Delhi

Name Change
I,Rohini W/O of No- JC 463016N
Nb Sub Deore Jagdisha Kashinath
Shri hari row house no - 06  Plot no
- 22/23,Surve no 286/1 Near Sale
tax office  Pathardi Phata POST-
Ambad TEH - Nashik DIST - Sangli
PIN COD -422010 have changed
my name from Rohini to Deore
Rohini Jagdisha  For allfuture pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated
14/08/2024 before Notary ,Nashik.

Name Change
I, SHIV KUMAR is legally father of No.
JC-483633X Rank-NB SUB, Name-
MAJEET KUMAR SINGH R% VILL-
HAJAULI BABU KE PURA, PO-
HAJAULI, TEH- CAPACHITGARU,
DIST-BALLIA, (UTTAR PRADESH)-
221701 have changed my name from
SHIV KUMAR to SHIVKUMAR
SINGH and date of birth from
14/07/1955 t? 25/12/1958. Vide affi-
davit No IN-DL37933721365276W
dated 16.08.2024 before Public
Notary Delhi.

Name Change
I, MUHAMMAD YOUSUF IQBAL
ANSARI S/O MUHAMMAD IQBAL
ANSARI residing at SHOP NO-1,
FIRST FLOOR, SHAHZADA BAGH
PHASE-1, INDERLOK, DELHI-
110035  have changed my name to
YOUSUF IQBALANSARI for all future
purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general public
at large that our client Ms. Nandini
Rana D/o Mr. Genda Lal is the owner
of Freehold Residential Built-up
Ground Floor (L-Type) without roof
rights, area measuring 41.80 sq.
Meters, built-on House Bearing No.
D-138/4, Out of Khasra No. 815,
Situated in Unauthorized Colony
Vinod Nagar (North A Block), of
Village Mandawali Fazalpur, West
Vinod Nagar, Delhi-110092. By
Virtue, Conveyance Deed Dated
08.07.2024 executed by DDA (PM-
Unauthorized Colonies in Delhi Awas
Adhikar Yojana Cell) in favour of Ms.
Nandini Rana D/o Mr. Genda Lal as
Doc No. 2024/5/I/5452, Book No. I
Vol. No. 3503, Page Nos. 99-108,
Dated 08.07.2024, SRO- East Preet
Vihar.  now our client is declaring that
that any other Person does not have
any right over the said property, and
Same property sold too be Mrs.
Mamta & Mr. Sanjay Kumar and
same has been finance by Ujjivan
Small Finance Bank Ltd.: Branch
Dwarka New Delhi.  If any person is
having objection right of claim against
the said property, contact to under-
signed along with supporting docu-
ments within 14 days from the date of
publication of this notice and or the
same to the undersigned if found by
anyone. Thereafter no claim shall be
entertained.

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

Name Change
I, Mahender Kasana S/o Shri Harjas
Kasana  R/o B-198, 3rd Floor,
Chittaranjan Park, South Delhi, Delhi-
110019 have changed my minor son's
name from Garv Kasana aged 14 years
to Ivaan Kasana for all future purposes.

DJT FINANCIAL SERVICES PRIVATE LIMITED 

 8th Floor, Lucerna Tower, Plot No .-A2B, Sector-125, Noida, UP-201303 www.djtfintech.com  

DEMAND NOTICE UNDER SECTION 13(2) OF SARFAESI ACT, 2002. 
Whereas you the below mentioned Borrower's, Co-Borrowers, Guarantors and Mortgagors have availed loans from DJT FINANCIAL 

SERVICES PRIVATE LIMITED, by mortgaging your immovable propert ies. Consequent to default co mmitted by you all, your loan 

account has been classified as N on-performing Asset, whereas DJT FINANCIAL SERVIC ES PRIVATE LIMITED being a secured creditor 

under the SECURITIZATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL  ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT 

2002, and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13(2) of the said Act read with rule 2 of Security Interest (Enforc ement) 

Rules 2002, issued Demand notice calling upon the Borrower' s/ Co-Borrower's/ Guar antor's/ Mortgagors as me ntioned in column No. 2 

to repay the amount mentioned in the notices with future interest thereon within 60 d ays from the date of notice, but the notic es could 

not be served on some of them for various reasons.  

S.No Name of Borrower/ Co-
Borrower/ Guarantor/ Mortgagor 

Loan Account No. & Loan 
Amount 

Details of the 
Security to be 
enforced 

Date of NPA & 
Demand Notice date 

Amount Due in 
Rs. / as on 

1 Mohd Ashraf Siddiqui 
S/o Taqi Mohd 
Proprietor of M/S Sunshine 
Tools Enterprises 
M/s sunshine tools enterprises.  
2. Rukhsana praveen 
W/o Taqi Mohd.  
3. Taqi Mohd  

DJTFBS02230700133
& Rs. 30,00,000/- 
(Rupees Thirty Lakh 
Only) 

Portion of the ground floor 
admeasuring 48 sq yds., and 
portion of the second floor 
admeasuring 32 sq yds., (said 
portion) of the property bearing 
no. 1208, admeasuring 80sq yds., 
Ward No. XI, Gali Mazar Wali, 
situated at Kucha Faulad Khan, 
Kalan Mahal, Dar ya Ganj, Delhi -
110006; hereinafter referred to as 
“the said property: 
Measuring Area : 1. GF 48.00 SQ 
YARDS,            2. SF  32.00 SQ 
YARDS 
Bounded Area: -  
East by: Property of others 
West by: - Property of others 
North by: Property of others 

04.05.24
& 
12.07.24 

Rs. 33,15,795/-
(Rupees Thirty 
Three Lac 
Fifteen 
Thousand 
Seven Hundred 
Fifty Nine Only) 
as date on 05-
July-2024  

Notice is therefore given to the Borrower/ Co-Borrower/ Guarantor & Mortgagor as mentioned in Column No.2, calling upon them to make 

payment of the aggregate amount as shown in column No.6, against all the respective Borrower/ Co-Borrower within 60 days of Publication of 

this notice as the said amount is found payable in relation to the respective loan account as on the date shown in Column No. 6. It is made clear 

that if the aggregate amount together with future interest and other amounts which may become payable till the date of payment, is not paid DJT 

FINANCIAL SERVICES PRIVATE LIMITED shall be constrained to take appropriate action for enforcement of security interest upon properties 

as described in Column No. 4. Please note that this publication is made without prejudice to such rights and remedies as are available to Jana 

Small Finance Bank Limited against the Borrower's/ Co-Borrower's/ Guarantor's/ Mortgagors of the said financials under the law, you are further 

requested to note that as per section 13(13) of the said act, you are restrained/ prohibited from disposing of or dealing with the above security or 

transferring by way of sale, lease or otherwise of the secured asset without prior consent of Secured Creditor. 

 

Date: 09.08.2024    Place: Delhi   Sd/- Authorised  Officer, For DJT FINANCIAL SERVICES PRIVATE LIMITED 

NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that Mrs. Baby Mittal w/o Mr. Sanjay Mittal
is the owner of Property bearing No. 1, old bearing No .20, area measuring
376.2 sq. mts. i.e. 450 Sq. yds. out of Khasra No.31/4/2, 31/5 (Area measur-
ing 50 sq yds. Khasra No. 31/5, + Piece of Land area measuring 400 sq. yds.,
Khasra No.31/4/2) Situated in the area of village Saffipur Ranhola colony
known as Meera Enclave, Nangloi, Delhi-110041. Vide Gift Deed dated
24/05/2023 executed by Mr. Sanjay Mittal in fvaour of Mrs. Baby Mittal vide
Doc No.3516, Vol No. 4923, Page No.106-115, SR-II A, Initially, Mr. Rajinder
Kumar Wadhwa and Mr.Ranbir Singh was Jointly owners of the said proper-
ty, later, GPA dated 01/03/1999 executed by Mr. Rajinder Kumar Wadhwa in
favour of Mr. Sanjay Mittal. In respect of area measuring 400 sq. yds., later,
GPA dated 14/06/1999 executed by Mr.Ranbir Singh in favour of Mrs.
Nirmala Devi. In respect of Pot No. 20, area measuring 100 sq. yds., later,
Who executed GPA dated 01/12/2000 in favour of Mr. Sanjay Mittal. In
respect of Plot No. 20 area measuring 50 sq. yds., Finally, Who executed Gift
Deed dated 24/05/2023 in fvaour of Mrs. Baby Mittal w/o Mr. Sanjay Mittal as
Doc No.3516, Vol No. 4923, Page No.106-115, SR-II A. In respect of
Property bearing No. 1, old bearing No. 20, area measuring 376.2 sq. mts.,
who intends to mortgage said property for his bonafide requirements with
Fedbank Financial Services Ltd. Whosoever is having any objection to the
said mortgage or acquisition or anyone has claim or right or interest in the
property shall contact the undersigned with the objection within 15 days fail-
ing which it shall be presumed that there stands no objections.
NEW DELHI     PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE
DATE: 20/8/2024  Enrl. No. D/721/02

Office: L-27,GF,  Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48
Mob.: 9968006418

NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that Mrs. Kavita Lohia w/o Mr. Soivinder
Kumar is the owner of Residential Plot No.16, having Floor (Ground Floor,
First Floor, Second  Floor, Third Floor)  area measuring 167.225 sq. mts,
Khasra No.665/2, 666/2,673/2 Min, 673/3, 674/2, Situated in Unauthorized
Colony Extended Abadi of Ghitorni extn Ghitorni Revenue Estate of Village
Ghitorni,New Delhi-110030. Initially, Mrs. Meena Gupta owner in respect of
said property, later, Who executed ATS dated 23/11/2011 in favour of Mr.
Vimla Goel later, Who executed Notarized GPA dated 06/08/2012 in favour
of Mrs. Kavita Lohia in respect of the said property, Finally, Authorization Slip
(PMUDAY) dated 24/08/2022 executed by DDA in favour of Mrs. Kavita Lohia
Doc No. 4866, SR-VII-A In respect of Plot No.16, having Floor, Ground Floor,
First Floor, Second  Floor, Third Floor,  area measuring 167.225 sq. mts. who
intends to mortgage said property for his bonafide requirements with
Fedbank Financial Services Ltd. Whosoever is having any objection to the
said mortgage or acquisition or anyone has claim or right or interest in the
property shall contact the undersigned with the objection within 15 days fail-
ing which it shall be presumed that there stands no objections.
NEW DELHI     PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE
DATE: 20/8/2024  Enrl. No. D/721/02

Office: L-27,GF,  Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48
Mob.: 9968006418
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Trump open to appointing Elon Musk to Cabinet if re-elected in November

Trump posts fake AI image of Taylor 
Swift endorsing him for President

World US Vice President Kamala Harris made a 
surprise appearance on the first day of the 
Democratic National Convention (DNC) in 
Chicago and expressed gratitude to President Joe 
Biden for his "historic leadership."“Thank you for 
your historical leadership, for your lifetime of 
service to our nation, and for all you will continue 
to do. We are forever grateful to you,” Harris said 
at the DNC on Monday night.“I want to kick us off 
by celebrating our incredible President Joe 
Biden,” she stated amid a cheering crowd."Let us 
fight for the ideals we hold dear and let us always 
remember, when we fight we win!" Harris stated.

Biden, who stepped aside from running for re-
election, will give a keynote address at the DNC 
later tonight. He is expected to make the case for 
electing Harris and defeating Republican nominee 
Donald Trump.Harris is the first black woman and 
Asian American to lead a major party ticket.

She entered the convention with a radiant smile and 
unmistakable confidence, reflecting the support of 
nearly half the country — 48% — who hold a very 
or somewhat favourable view of her, according to 
a recent poll conducted by The Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.Earlier 
this month, the vice president was officially 
confirmed as the Democratic nominee through a 
virtual vote, solidifying the party's unity after 
Biden withdrew from the race and endorsed her. 
As the campaign turns toward November, Harris 
expressed confidence in the collective strength of 
the nation, stating that people from all walks of life 
will "come together and declare with one voice, as 
one people: we are moving forward."

Harris is set to deliver her formal acceptance speech 
on Thursday night (IST).

Democratic National Convention
The theme for the first day of the Democratic 

National Convention is "For the People." Former 
US President Barack Obama is scheduled to 
address the convention.

Bangladesh authorities unfreeze ex-PM 
Khaleda Zia's bank accounts after 17 years

World US Secretary of State Antony Blinken Democratic party national convention and commitments that they've made under this proposal, this means that the Americans are 
subject to Israeli pressure and not the other announced that Israeli Prime Minister protests.However, tensions persist on the agreement.”Despite expressions of 
way around. We believe that it is a maneuver Benjamin Netanyahu has accepted a ground with Hamas announcing a optimism and Netanyahu's office describing 
that gives the Israelis more time," senior "br idging proposal"  presented by resumption of suicide bombings in Israel, the meeting as positive, a deal remains 
Hamas official Osama Hamdan told Washington to address disagreements claiming responsibility for a blast in Tel Aviv challenging. Both parties have signaled 
Reuters.The current conflict in Gaza began hindering a ceasefire deal in Gaza.Blinken on Sunday night. Meanwhile, Israeli military significant difficulties in the negotiations. 
on October 7, 2023, with Hamas gunmen also urged Hamas to agree to the proposal. strikes reportedly killed at least 30 The core issues have remained unchanged 
attacking Israeli communities, resulting in This announcement follows a day of Palestinians in Gaza on Monday. These over months of talks. Israel insists that the 
about 1,200 Israeli deaths and around 250 discussions with Israeli officials, including a developments add to concerns of a broader war should end only with the destruction of 
hostages abducted, per Israeli tallies. In 2-1/2-hour meeting with Netanyahu. This conflict."In a very constructive meeting with Hamas as a military and political force, while 
response, Israel's military operations have effort is described as potentially the best and Prime Minister Netanyahu today, he Hamas demands a permanent ceasefire.
majorly impacted the Gaza Strip, displacing 

possibly the last chance for a deal.Talks in confirmed to me that Israel accepts the Key disagreements include Israel's continued nearly all of its 2.3 million residents and 
Qatar aimed at securing a ceasefire and a bridging proposal - that he supports it," military presence in Gaza, particularly along leading to severe humanitarian crises. 
hostage return agreement paused last week Blinken told reporters in Tel Aviv."It's now the Egypt border, the free movement of Palestinian health authorities report a death 

Palestinians within Gaza, and the specifics of without a breakthrough but are anticipated to incumbent on Hamas to do the same, and toll of at least 40,000 in Gaza.Blinken, on his 
a prisoner swap. Hamas officials have resume based on the US proposal designed to then the parties, with the help of the ninth trip to the region since the conflict 
accused the US of favoring Israel, b r i d g e  g a p s  b e t w e e n  I s r a e l  a n d  mediators - the United States, Egypt, and began, met Israeli President Isaac Herzog 
complicating the negotiation process."When Hamas.Blinken's visit follows rising Qatar - have to come together and complete and Prime Minister Netanyahu on Monday, 
Blinken says that the Israelis agreed, and election-year pressures on US President Joe the process of reaching clear understandings followed by a meeting with defence minister 
then the Israelis say that there is an updated Biden over his stance on the conflict, amidst about  how they ' l l  implement  the  Yoav Gallant. 

Bridging proposal': Blinken says Israel acepts Gaza plan, presses Hamas to agree

Israel accepts 'bridging proposal’ for Gaza ceasefire deal: Antony Blinken

News box

Beirut.An Israeli strike on Monday evening 
targeted a Hezbollah arms depot in 
Lebanon's eastern Bekaa Valley, the Israeli 
military said.The strike did not result in any 
fatalities, two security sources told Reuters. 
Lebanon's health ministry said of the eight 
injured six were Lebanese citizens and two 
Syrian children.The Israeli military said its 
air force struck a number of Hezbollah 
weapons storage facilities in the area of 
Beqaa in Lebanon.Following the strikes, 
secondary explosions were identified, 
indicating the presence of large amounts of 
weapons in the facilities struck," the 
military said in a statement.It said earlier 
strikes in Deir Qanoun and Tayibe south of 
Lebanon targeted a senior militant in 
Hezbollah's Rocket and Missile Unit and a 
cell operating from a Hezbollah military 
structure.Following the depot strike, the 
Lebanese Agricultural Scientific Research 
Authority said it would close its research 
stations in the Beqaa region as a precaution 
because unexploded missiles landed nearby.

On Saturday, the Israel military said it targeted 
a weapons depot used by Lebanese armed 
group Hezbollah militants in an airstrike, 
killing at least 10 people including two 
children.In July, Israeli strikes also targeted 
another depot storing ammunition 
belonging to the Iranian-backed group in the 
town of Adloun in southern Lebanon, three 
security sources told Reuters.

Israel and Hezbollah have been trading fire 
since Hezbollah announced a "support 
front" with Palestinians shortly after its ally 
Hamas attacked southern Israeli border 
communities on October 7, triggering 
Israel's military offensive in Gaza.

Israeli strike targets 
Hezbollah site in 
Lebanon, 8 injured

BANGKOK. Politicians in Thailand must 
reform the judiciary to prevent interventions 
that have the country "going around in 
circles", a recently banned opposition 
figurehead said, after two big rulings that 
dissolved his party and dismissed a prime 
minister.Pita Limjaroenrat, whose now 
defunct Move Forward Party was blocked 
from forming a government last year, said a 
10-year political ban would not weaken his 
resolve to lead Thailand and start major 
reforms, including stopping independent 
institutions from being politicised.

Thailand has been trapped in a tumultuous two-
decade cycle of coups and court rulings that 
have toppled multiple governments, as part 
of a power struggle between popularly 
elected part ies  and an influential  
establishment with powerful connections in 
the military and key institutions.

"It's back to square one and nothing has been 
achieved for the people," Pita told Reuters, 
reflecting on upheaval that saw Move 
Forward dissolved and Srettha Thavisin 
dismissed as premier in the space of a week, 
both by the same court."We confuse 
movement with progress," he said. "It's 
almost like we're going around in circles and 
we're thinking we're going somewhere but 
actually we're going nowhere."His remarks 
came as 134 Thai academics and legal experts 
in a statement criticised the court, which they 
said overstepped its jurisdiction and damaged 
the public's trust in legal and democratic 
systems.Pita will return to Harvard 
University as a democracy fellow following 
his ban over his party's plan to amend a law 
that punishes royal insults with up to 15 years 
in jail, a campaign the court said undermined 
Thailand's constitutional monarchy.

We're going nowhere': 
Thai opposition figure 
says court interventions 
must stop

DHAKA. Although attacks on minorities have 
come down significantly in Bangladesh, 
members of the minority community are 
reportedly facing new challenges like alleged 
forced resignations, threats to leave the 
country, and rampant extortion. There have 
been reports of major changes in govt offices, 
autonomous bodies, schools and colleges 
amid reports that resignations of employees 

belonging to the Hindu, Buddhist and 
Christian communities were secured under 
coercion.Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist 
Christian Oikya Parishad general secretary 
Rana Dasgupta told TOI that over the last 
couple of days he had got 10-12 complaints of 
minorities being forced to quit through 
threats and harassment. He said his outfit was 
ascertaining the veracity of the complaints. 
The lawyer said there are also growing cases 
of extortion with minorities being told that 
they will be forced to leave the country if 
money is not paid. 

Minorities in Bangladesh 
being forced to resign, 
threatened to leave 
country'

Kamala Harris thanks Biden 
for 'historic leadership': We 

are forever grateful

Former US 
President Donald 
Trump said he 
would certainly 
appoint tech 
billionaire Elon 
Musk to any 
Cabinet position 
or advisory role 
if  he was elected 
for a second 
White House term.

ending the Bangladesh Awami Dhaka,UPDATED Tax authorities in 
League's 15-year rule. An interim Bangladesh on Monday decided to 
government led by Nobel laureate unfreeze the bank accounts of 
Muhammad Yunus was sworn in on Bangladesh National is t  Party 
August 8.Zia, 79, was released from Chairperson Khaleda Zia, 17 years 
jail after Hasina, 76, fled to India on after banks were ordered to block 
August 5.Zia served as the prime them.The National Board of Revenue 
minister of Bangladesh from March (NBR) has instructed banks to 
1991 to March 1996, and again from unfreeze the accounts of BNP 
June 2001 to October 2006.The NBR Chairperson Zia, the Daily Star 
said they received an application from newspaper reported.In August 2007, 
Khaleda's lawyer on Sunday seeking to the NBR's Central Intelligence Cell 
unfreeze the accounts.”As there are no directed banks to freeze the accounts 

NBR.Since then, her accounts have tax-related issues pending investigation of the BNP Chairperson, who has been 
remained blocked. The BNP has on relating to her, we have advised banks to elected Bangladesh's prime minister twice 
several occasions demanded that they be unlock all her accounts. We have asked since 1990.The decision was based on a 
unfrozen.The latest move comes after a them to take immediate action and recommendation of a panel formed during 
mass uprising toppled Sheikh Hasina, a provide a compliance report," the official the then Army-backed caretaker 
long-time rival of Khaleda, on August 5, was quoted as saying.government, said a senior official of the 

by artificial intelligence.Advocates in Los Angeles  Former President Donald Trump 
the music industry, Hollywood and has posted a fake social media image of pop 
Washington have been pushing for superstar Taylor Swift asking people to vote 
federal legislation and other measures to for him in the November election.
fight the explosion of fake AI images A Sunday entry by the Republican candidate 
online.Trump's post was "yet another on Truth Social showed Swift dressed in red, 
example of AI's power to create white and blue with a caption that said 
misinformation," consumer group "Taylor Swift Wants You To Vote For Donald 
Public Citizen said."The potential harms Trump."
to our society that could result from such "I accept!" Trump wrote.
misinformation, including abuses of our Swift has not publicly endorsed a candidate in 
elections, are wide-reaching and the 2024 race but has supported Democrats 
immensely damaging," the group added.in the past.The singer backed President Joe 

At the Democratic National Convention in Biden and running mate Kamala Harris in 
Chicago, Swift fan Rebecca Goff 2020. Harris is set to be formally nominated 
handed out friendship bracelets, a as the 2024 Democratic candidate at the 
common practice among the singer's party's national convention in Chicago this 
fans, at a Nevada Democratic Party week. Swift also criticised Trump in a 2020 
breakfast.Goff, 39, said she felt Trump documentary.A spokesperson for Swift did 
was the antithesis of what she believes not respond to a request for comment.Trump 
Swift stands for, including celebrating also posted photos of young women wearing single day," Trump campaign spokesperson Swift cancelled three shows in Vienna this girlhood and womanhood."That's like the "Swifties for Trump" shirts, and a satirical Steven Cheung said in a statement when month after authorities said they had foiled a antithesis of what Trump and the GOP are article with the headline "Swifties Turning to asked for comment about the fake Swift planned attack. Local officials arrested a 19- trying to do, especially to women. They're Trump After ISIS Foiled Taylor Swift image.Several Swift fans and watchdog year-old man who they said was inspired by trying to make us smaller. They want us to go Concert." The article was marked "SATIRE" groups said many of the images posted by Islamic State.Swifties for Trump is a back to being just housewives, child above the headline. Trump appeared to be deepfakes generated massive movement that grows bigger every bearers," Goff said.

the report at the time.World  Former US President Donald Trump said on 
Monday (local time) that he would offer tech TRUMP PLANS SCRAPPING OF EV TAX 
billionaire Elon Musk a Cabinet position or an CREDITS
advisory role if he were re-elected to the White Meanwhile, during the Reuters interview, Trump 
House again.In an interview with news agency said he was planning to end a $7,500 (around Rs 
Reuters, Trump was asked whether Musk was 6.28 lakh) tax credit for purchasing electric 
being considered for an advisory role or Cabinet vehicles if he was re-elected, saying, "Tax credits 
job. The former president replied he was willing to and tax incentives are not generally a very good 
do so "if he (Musk) would do it"."He's a very smart thing." The move, if enacted, may have significant 
guy. I certainly would, if he would do it, I certainly outcomes for Tesla, the electric carmaker which 
would. He's a brilliant guy," Trump said.Last Musk owns.If Trump is elected in the November 5 
month, Trump was endorsed by Musk for president. presidential election, he could take initiatives to 
The tech billionaire praised the former president's reverse Treasury Department rules, which make it 

advisory councils, where he aimed to influence "instinctual courage" after surviving an easier for automakers to take advantage of the 
environmental and immigration policies. However, assassination attempt in Pennsylvania and $7,500 credit or could ask the US Congress to scrap 
the tech billionaire resigned in 2017 following expressing admiration for Trump's vice it completely, Reuters reported.When Trump was 
Trump's decision to pull the US out of the landmark presidential pick, JD Vance.Musk's relationship president from 2017 to 2021, he sought to revoke 
Paris climate accord.During his interview with with Trump has become increasingly close, with the EV tax credit that was later expanded by 
Trump on X, Musk weighed on the idea of having a the two engaging in a friendly conversation on the President Joe Biden in 2022."I'm not making any 
"government efficiency commission" to oversee billionaire's platform, X, earlier this month, where final decisions on it. I'm a big fan of electric cars, 
spending and reduce waste and said he was keen to Musk reaffirmed his support for Trump's but I'm a fan of gasoline-propelled cars, and also 
serve on such a board, according to Axios.In May, campaign.This is not the first time that Musk has hybrids and whatever else happens to come along," 
the Wall Street Journal reported that Musk and had a brush with an advisor role or a Cabinet the former president said of the tax credit.Trump 
Trump discussed a potential role for the billionaire position under the Trump administration.After underl ined he would scrap the Biden 
in the latter's administration if he is re-elected. Trump won the election in 2016, Musk was administration's rules that give automakers a free 
However, Musk and SpaceX had pushed back on appointed to two of the Republican president's hand to build.

comes as US President Joe Biden faces proposal - that he supports it," Blinken Tel Aviv,UPDATED  US Secretary of 
mounting election-year pressure over his told reporters in Tel Aviv."It's now State Antony Blinken said on Monday 
stance on the conflict, with his incumbent on Hamas to do the same, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Democratic party starting its national then the parties, with the help of the Netanyahu had accepted a "bridging 
convention on Monday amid pro- mediators - the United States, Egypt and proposal" presented by Washington to 
Palestinian protests and worries about Qatar - have to come together and tackle disagreements blocking a 
Muslim and Arab American votes in complete the process of reaching clear ceasefire deal in Gaza, and urged Hamas 
swing states.However, with the understandings about how they'll to do the same.Blinken spoke to 
Palestinian Islamist group announcing a implement the commitments that they've journalists after a day of meetings with 
resumption of suicide bombing inside made under this agreement."Israeli officials, including a 2-1/2-hour 
Israel after many years, and claiming meeting with Netanyahu that Blinken DIFFICULT NEGOTIATIONS
responsibility for a blast in Tel Aviv on described as "very constructive." The top Despite US expressions of optimism and 
Sunday night, and medics saying Israeli US diplomat had said earlier that this Netanyahu's office describing the 
military strikes killed at least 30 push was probably the best and possibly meeting as positive, both Israel and 
Palestinians across the Gaza Strip on last opportunity for a deal.Talks in Qatar Hamas have signalled that any deal will 
Monday, there are few signs of seeking a ceasefire and hostage return be difficult.Months of on-off talks have 
conciliation on the ground and fears of agreement last week paused without a circled the same issues, with Israel saying 
wider war in the region."In a very breakthrough, but the negotiations are the war can only end with the destruction 
constructive meeting with Prime expected to resume this week based on of Hamas as a military and political force 
Minister Netanyahu today, he confirmed the US proposal to bridge the gaps and Hamas saying it will only accept a 
to me that Israel accepts the bridging between Israel and Hamas.Blinken's visit permanent, and .
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New Delhi: Congress leader Rahul technological landscape."Today is caring human being who bore no 
Gandhi on Tuesday paid tribute to his Rajiv Gandhi@80. His was a short but malice showed no vindictiveness, 
father, former Prime Minister Rajiv very consequential political life. The sought no revenge, indulged in no 
Gandhi on his birth anniversary and March 1985 Budget in which he bombast and self-glory, and exhibited 
emphasised that he'll fulfil Rajiv played a key role heralded a new no qualities of self-delusion," he 
Gandhi's dreams for India taking his approach to economic policy. The added.

"He had a vision for societal memories with him."A compassionate manifesto for the 1991 Lok Sabha 
app l i ca t ions  o f  s c i ence  and  p e r s o n a l i t y,  a n  e p i t o m e  o f  elections, on which he spent long 
technology that were reflected in the camaraderie and goodwill... Papa, hours a few weeks before his tragic 
impactful technology missions in your teachings are my inspiration, and a s s a s s i n a t i o n ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e  
drinking water supply, immunization, your dreams for India are my own - I foundations for the Rao-Manmohan 
literacy, oilseeds production and will fulfil them, taking your memories Singh reforms of June-July 199"Peace 
telecom and dairy development. In with me," the Congress leader posted accords in troubled regions of the 
1985, 165,000 villages had been on X.Rahul Gandhi also visited Veer country like Assam, Punjab, Mizoram, 
identified as not having easy access to Bhumi and paid floral tribute to Rajiv and Tripura were made possible by his 
any potable water source. By 1989, Gandhi on his birth anniversary. statesmanship that put national 

Party RS MP Jairam Ramesh also 162,000 villages of these villages had interest over the immediate interests of 
c e l e b r a t e d  R a j i v  G a n d h i ' s  been provided with at least one safe his party.... We recall not just a Prime 
contribution to India's political and source of drinking water. Minister today but also a very fine and 

"Nation Can't Await Another Rape For 
Real Changes On Ground": Supreme Court

"Papa, Your Teachings Are... ": Rahul Gandhi 
On Rajiv Gandhi's Anniversary

New Delhi: The Supreme Court, hours after the body was handed over Sandip Ghosh, who resigned as the 
hearing the Kolkata rape-murder for cremation," the Supreme Court principal of RG Kar Medical College 
incident today, said the nation cannot bench asked. just two days after the incident, has 
wait for another rape for changes on been under scrutiny by the CBI and 'What Was Principal Doing?'
the ground. The DY Chandrachud-led questioned for nearly 53 hours over The Supreme Court, on its own, took up 
bench a lso  expressed s t rong the past four days regarding his actions the investigation into the brutal rape 
dissatisfaction with the West Bengal following the doctor's death. In and murder of a 31-year-old post-
government and the authorities at the response to the bench's questions, graduate trainee doctor at Kolkata's 
hospital over the delay in filing the FIR Kapil Sibal, representing the West RG Kar Medical College and Hospital 
and other procedural lapses in Bengal government, countered that on August 9. The incident has 
h a n d l i n g  t h e  c a s e . " M e d i c a l  people at the hospital had taken triggered widespread protests across 
professions have become vulnerable photos, a case of unnatural death was the country and raised questions over 
to violence. Due to ingrained immediately started, and a board was women's safety, particularly in 
patriarchal biases, women doctors are set up with a judicial magistrate medical colleges.The three-judge 
targeted more. As more and more present. However, CJI Chandrachud bench is led by CJI Chandrachud and 
women join the workforce, the nation said that it was the hospital's duty to comprises Justices JB Pardiwala and 
cannot wait for another rape for things file the FIR, especially in the absence Manoj Misra. "What was the principal 
to change on the ground," CJI of the victim's parents.Justice doing? FIR was not filed; the body was 
Chandrachud noted. During the Pardiwala questioned the timeline of handed late to the parents. What is the 
hearing, Chief Justice of India DY the FIR, asking, "Who is the first police doing? A serious offence has 
Chandrachud raised several pressing informant who filed the FIR? What is taken place, the crime scene is in a 
questions regarding the actions of the the time of the FIR?" Mr Sibal hospital... What are they doing? 
hospital's administration and the local responded that the first informant was Allowing vandals to enter the 
police."Why was FIR registered three the father of the victim, who filed.hospital?" CJI Chandrachud asked. 

Arunachal Makes Inner Line 
Permit Mandatory For Non-

Residents To Enter State

Cancel lateral entry ad, Minister asks 
UPSC chief amid reservations row

New Delhi:

the UPSC chairperson citing Prime government departments.The UPSC's made through lateral entry."Lateral entry 
Minister Narendra Modi's directions.In announcement created a political stir, is an attack on Dalits, OBCs and 
his letter, Singh said there was a need for with at least two NDA partners -- the Adivasis. The BJP's distorted version of 
lateral entry to align with the Ram Rajya seeks to destroy the 
principles of equity and social C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  s n a t c h  
j u s t i c e  e n s h r i n e d  i n  t h e  reservations from Bahujans," 
Cons t i tu t ion ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  Gandhi had tweeted.BJP ally and 
concerning the provision of Union Minister Chirag Paswan also 
reservations.The Congress, which voiced concern on appointments in 
had strongly criticised the ad as an g o v e r n m e n t  p o s t s  w i t h o u t  
"attack on Dalits, OBCs and r e s e r v a t i o n .  " R e s e r v a t i o n  
Adivasis", was swift to react. "A provisions must be there in any 
letter from a Union Minister government appointment. There are 
working under a non-biological no ifs and buts in this," he said.The 
PM to a Constitutional authority Centre had mounted a strong 
WITHOUT a date. What pathetic defence, asserting that lateral entry 
governance this is," Congress in bureaucracy had been happening 
l e a d e r  J a i r a m  R a m e s h  since the 1970s during Congress-led 
tweeted.Last week, the Union governments. Union Minister 

Union Minister Jitendra Singh Public Service Commission (UPSC) Ashwini Vaishnaw said the move would Janata Dal (United) and Chirag Paswan's 
on Tuesday asked the Union Public sought applications for recruitment of 45 not affect the recruitment of SC/STs in Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) -- joining the 
Service Commission (UPSC) to cancel joint secretaries, directors and deputy the services.Law Minister Arjun Ram opposition ranks to oppose the 
its advertisement for lateral entry into top secretaries in the biggest tranche of Meghwal reminded the Congress that move.Leader of the Opposition (LoP) 
posts in central ministries amid backlash lateral entry in bureaucracy. It was aimed Manmohan Singh was made the finance Rahul Gandhi was the first to pounce on 
from the opposition as well as NDA at appointing specialists, including those secretary in 1976 through the lateral entry the BJP government, criticising it for the 
allies. Jitendra Singh wrote the letter to from the private sector, in central route. lack of reservations in appointments 

New Delhi: The government today asked the Union 
Public Service Commission (UPSC) to cancel its 
advertisement for lateral entry into bureaucracy, 
pulling a 180 amid massive opposition criticism of 
the move. Prime Minister Narendra Modi believes 
that the “move should be aligned with social 
justice”, Union Minister Jitender Singh wrote in a 
letter to the UPSC chief.  The UPSC last week 
issued the advertisement seeking "talented and 
motivated Indian nationals" for lateral recruitment 
to various senior positions within the Union 
government. These positions included Joint 
Secretary, Director, and Deputy Secretary in 24 
ministries, with a total of 45 posts up for grabs. 

"While most of the major lateral entries before 2014 
were made in an ad-hoc manner, including cases of 
alleged favouritism, efforts of our government 
have been to make the process institutionally 
driven, transparent and open," the minister's letter 
read. "The Prime Minister is of the firm belief that 
the process of lateral entry must be aligned with the 
principles of equity and social justice enshrined in 
our Constitution, particularly concerning the 
provisions of reservation.”

Lateral entry into bureaucracy refers to the 
recruitment of individuals from outside the 
traditional government service cadres, such as the 
Indian Administrative Service (IAS), to fill mid 
and senior-level positions in government 
departments.The move triggered a debate on 
lateral entry into bureaucracy, with Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi denouncing the process as an 
“attack on Dalits”. The ruling BJP countered by 
pointing out that the concept emerged under a 
Congress-led government. 

The lateral entry process was formally introduced 
during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's tenure, 
with the first set of vacancies announced in 2018. 
This marked a departure from the traditional 
system where senior bureaucratic positions were 
almost exclusively filled by career civil servants.

According to government sources, the idea was first 
proposed during the UPA government, led by 
Congress, in the mid-2000s. In 2005, the UPA 
established the Second Administrative Reforms 
Commission (ARC) under the chairmanship of 
Veerappa Moily. The Commission was tasked with 
recommending  re forms  to  the  Ind ian  
administrative system.

Centre's U-Turn On 
Lateral Entry Amid 
Pressure From Ally, 

Opposition

Sonia Gandhi Slams Centre's Move, 
Says Khadi Sole Fabric For Indian Flag

with raw materials often imported from footing as khadi flags," she said.At a time misfortune of importing polyester yarn, New Delhi:  Slamming the central 
China and elsewhere, is another," she when it would have been appropriate to primarily from China, and then weaving government for the "rampant adoption" of 
said. bind ourselves afresh to the service of our this imported yarn to produce cloth for our machine-manufactured polyester flags, 

The Flag Code of India has historically country 's  nat ional  symbols,  the national flag. This shameful inversion of Congress leader Sonia Gandhi today called 
required the national flag to be made of Government chose to set them aside and our national pride occurred at the time of for the restoration of khadi as the only 
"hand  spun  and  hand -woven  pursue mass-market, machine-made grave encroachments by the Chinese fabric with the distinction of bearing the 
wool/cotton/silk khadi bunting", she polyester fabric, Mrs Gandhi said. armed forces on our borders, and at the Indian flag and asserted that the fabric must 
pointed out.Khadi, that coarse but She pointed out that the Karnataka Khadi peak of the Prime Minister's 'Aatmanirbhar find its rightful place as an embodiment of 
versatile and sturdy fabric which the Gramodyoga  Samyuk ta  Sangha  Bharat spectacle," Mrs Gandhi said, in a national pride.Penning an article in The 
Mahatma himself spun and wove in his (KKGSS) in Karnataka's Hubballi scathing attack at the Centre."The Hindu, Mrs Gandhi said Prime Minister 
leadership of the national movement, is district, the country's sole national flag hollowness and inadequacy of the Narendra Modi's renewed call for a 'Har 
imbued with a special meaning in our manufacturing unit accredited by the government's vision has had direct and Ghar Tiranga' campaign in the week 

fabric, Mrs Gandhi said.historical and cultural memory, she said. Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), had to calamitous consequences for the leading up to the Independence Day offers 
"In 2022, on the auspicious occasion of the Khadi is at once a symbol of our storied past, resort to an indefinite strike to call attention Mahatma's foremost legatees - our khadi an opportunity to collectively introspect on 

75th anniversary of our Independence, the and an icon of Indian modernity and to the state-sponsored murder of India's spinners and weavers," she said.The case the national flag and its significance to the 
Government amended the code ('vide its economic vi ta l i ty,  the  Congress  khadi industry. of our national flag is not an exception, country."His (PM Modi's) moral duplicity 
order dated 30.12.2021') to include Parliamentary Party chief asserted.It was in This decision came at a time when India, far rather, it is a vividly poignant illustration of in paying deference to the national flag 
'machine made...polyester ... bunting' and deference to this eternal symbolism that the from its glory days as a global hub for this government's general disinterest in while pledging allegiance to an 
simultaneously exempted polyester flags tricolour once bore the Mahatma's charkha polyester manufacturing, became a net cultivating India's storied handloom and organisation that has remained, indifferent 
from the Goods and Services Tax (GST). as its centrepiece, and that the modern-day importer of polyester yarn in 2023 and handicraft traditions - khadi or otherwise, to it, is one matter. The rampant adoption of 
Thereby, it put them on the same tax Indian flag used to insist on khadi as its sole 2024, she said."We thus have the real she said.machine-manufactured polyester flags, 

Itanagar: Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu on Monday took steps to strengthen the 
existing Inner Line Permit (ILP) system that makes it 
mandatory for a non-Arunachalee person to obtain a 
permit to enter the state.In a joint meeting with top 
government officials and leaders of the All Arunachal 
Pradesh Students' Union (AAPSU) in Itanagar, Mr 
Khandu emphasised the need to strengthen the ILP 
system to prevent illegal entry and prolonged stay of 

non-local migrants in the state."Our main objective is to 
protect our indigenous tribes from outside influx and 
we are committed to it," he said.While informing that 
the state government is internally preparing to 
strengthen the ILP system, Mr  Khandu said that it was 
necessary to take inputs from the state's premier 
students' organization.AAPPSU, headed by its 
President Dozi Tana Tara, through a PowerPoint 
presentation explained in detail a survey conducted by 
the Union and ways and means to strengthen the present 
system.

Jitendra Singh, in his 

letter to the UPSC, 

said there was a need 

for lateral entry to 

align with the 

principles of equity 

and social justice 

enshrined in the 

Constitution.

Bharat Bandh Today: Reason For 
August 21 Strike, Who Called It And 
What Services Will Stay Open - 
Find Out
New Delhi: The Bharat Bandh scheduled for August 

21, 2024, has been organised as a nationwide protest 
by the Reservation Bachao Sangharsh Samiti against 
a recent Supreme Court ruling concerning 
reservations for Scheduled Castes (SC) and 
Scheduled Tribes (ST). The ruling, which allows 
states to create sub-categories within these groups, 
has sparked widespread controversy. The apex court, 
while creating the sub-categories, said, "Those who 
really need it should get priority in reservation." The 
primary objective of the Bharat Bandh is to 
challenge this ruling and demand its reversal, 
emphasizing the need to protect the integrity of the 
reservation system as it stands.

The Supreme Court’s decision to allow sub-
categorization within SC/ST reservations has led to 
significant unrest. The court ruled that states could 
prioritise reservations for sub-groups within SC/STs 
that are more disadvantaged, stating, “Those who 
really need it should get priority in reservation.” This 
decision has been met with strong opposition, with 
many arguing that it could dilute the benefits 
intended for SC/ST communities as a whole. 

Nationwide Support and Participation
The Bharat Bandh has garnered support from various 

social and political organisations across the country. 
SC/ST groups in Rajasthan have been particularly 
vocal, and their participation is expected to be 
significant. The protest has also found backing from 
political leaders who have expressed concern over 
the potential long-term implications of the Supreme 
Court’s ruling.

In anticipation of potential unrest, authorities have 
implemented extensive security measures across the 
country. Senior police officials have conducted 
meetings via video conference to coordinate efforts 
and ensure public safety. According to news reports, 
divisional commissioners, district magistrates, and 
senior police officers have been instructed to 
maintain law and order throughout the bandh. 

The Flag Code of India has historically required the national flag to be made of "hand spun and hand-woven wool/cotton/silk khadi bunting", she pointed out.

The CJI DY Chandrachud-led bench also expressed strong dissatisfaction with the West Bengal government 

and the authorities at the hospital over the delay in filing the FIR.
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Aggarwal, who owns a 
30.02% stake in the company, 
now holds shares valued at Rs 
20,856 crore, or $2.48 billion, 
based on the latest rupee-
dollar exchange rate of  83.87.

MUMBAI. Given the high yields that the induced inflation spike that had crossed England with an exposure of $741.5 
US government debt has been offering 9%, the highest since the 1980s oil billion, and the Luxembourg comes at 
since the interest rates there peaked to a crisis. This forced the Fed to jack up the fourth slot with $384.2 billion.
multi-decadal high, the Reserve Bank rates and is now hovering around 5- At the 11th position is Taiwan with an 
has been ramping up its investments in 5.25% — again a multi-decadal high, exposure of $265.9 billion, followed by 
the world’s most sought-after public leading to a massive spike in treasury India at the 12th spot owning US 
debt instrument.India’s investment in yields.This high treasury yields was the government securities worth $241.9 
these instruments touched a high of main reason for the RBI to earn its life- billion, higher than $237.8 billion 
$241.9 billion in June, the third straight time high profit last fiscal, leading to a recorded in May.As per the data, 
month of rising exposure, making it the windfall gain for the government as the India’s holding is the highest in the last 
12th largest entity owning American central bank transferred as much as one year, and it was at $237.8 billion in 
treasuries. In June 2023, the exposure `2.11 trillion in surplus transfers to the May 2024. In April this year, it went 
was worth $235.4 billion. government in May this year. down to $233.5 billion declining from 

With the global financial crisis of 2007- Japan is the top holder worth over $1.11 $240.6 billion in March. Among the 
08, which began in the US and pulled trillion, followed by China at the other largest 10 holders of the US 
the global economy down into a long second spot with at $780.2 billion in public debt are Canada at the fifth spot 
deep recession for nearly three years, June (before Donald Trump came to with $374.8 billion, the Cayman 
the US Federal Reserve had slashed power, the China used to hold close to Islands ($319.4 billion), Belgium 
interest rates or Federal fund rates to $4 trillion worth of US treasuries), as ($318 billion), Ireland ($308 billion), 
zero to negative zone, and the gradually per the latest data from the US treasury F r a n c e  ( $ 3 0 7 . 2  b i l l i o n )  a n d  
rose to nearly 2.5% till the pandemic- department.At the third place is Switzerland ($287.1 billion).

Sensex, Nifty gain in early trade as IT 
stocks gain; Ola Electric shares fall

At $242 billion, India 12th largest holder of US treasuries in June

i t s  d e b u t  o n  D a l a l  especially as it strives to achieve 
Street.Aggarwal's stake in Ola global quality standards in battery 
E l e c t r i c  c o n s i s t s  o f  manufacturing.The bank also noted 
1,32,39,60,029 shares. The that existing regulatory support for 
recent spike in the stock price electric vehicles in India is likely to 
has boosted the value of his continue for another two to three 
holdings considerably. On years.During this period, the cost to 
Tuesday, the stock reached a manufacture an electric two-wheeler 
high of Rs 157.53 on the BSE, (e2W) could decrease by Rs 30,000-
reflecting a 107% increase from 40,000, reaching Rs 70,000-
the initial public offering (IPO) 75,000.This reduction in production 
price of Rs 76 per share.In costs could make electric vehicles 
addition to his existing stake, competitive with traditional internal 
Aggarwal had earlier sold combustion engine (ICE) scooters, 

New Delhi. Ola Electric Mobility CEO 
37,915,211 shares during the even if government subsidies are the stock quickly surpassed this target, Bhavish Aggarwal has seen his wealth 
offer for sale at Rs 76 per share. This sale reduced from Rs 40,000 to Rs 10,000.Ola reaching Rs 157.53 on Tuesday.HSBC's surge to around Rs 21,000 crore, thanks to 
brought in Rs 288 crore, pushing his total Electric Mobility, founded in 2017 and optimism about Ola Electric stems from the stocks of Ola Electric which have 
net worth to Rs 21,144 crore.The sharp headquartered in Bengaluru, is a the company's potential success in its doubled in price.Aggarwal, who owns a 
rise in Ola Electric's share price has come company focused solely on electric battery venture. The bank suggested that 30.02% stake in the company, now holds 
despite some conservative views on the vehicles. The company not only Ola could produce batteries at a cost shares valued at Rs 20,856 crore, or $2.48 
penetration of electric vehicles (EVs) in manufactures electric vehicles but also comparable to imported ones, or even at a billion, based on the latest rupee-dollar 
India. HSBC, which recently began produces key components such as battery lower price in a best-case scenario. This exchange rate of 83.87. This remarkable 
covering Ola Electric with a 'Buy' rating, packs, motors, and vehicle frames at its cost advantage could position Ola rise in his net worth follows the strong 
had set a target price of Rs 140. However, state-of-the-art Ola Futurefactory.Electric favourably in the market, performance of Ola Electric's shares since 

Bhavish Agarwal rides Ola Electric wave, 
net worth rises to Rs 21,000 crore

Infosys may offer freshers pay packages 
up to Rs 9 lakh annually: Report

NEW DELHI Information technology slowdown in the $250-billion 
(IT) giant Infosys has introduced a new technology services sector, which 
'power programme' as part of its resulted in a reduction of over 70,000 
campus placement drive, offering employees across India's top five IT 
freshers salaries of up to Rs 9 lakh per companies in FY24, Infosys and TCS 
annum, reported The Economic Times are ramping up hiring after a period of 
quoting sources.This is significantly downsizing.TCS, for example, added 
higher in comparison to the typical 5,452 employees in the June quarter 
entry-level packages of Rs 3-3.5 lakh after reporting a net reduction in 
provided by the company.The headcount for three consecutive 
differential hiring approach focuses on quarters, including a 13,249 drop in 
specialised skills such as coding, FY24.Infosys, on the other hand, saw 
s o f t w a r e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  its headcount decrease by nearly 2,000 
programming.Under the programme, in the first quarter of FY25, bringing 
Infosys offers salaries ranging from Rs i t s  t o t a l  e m p l o y e e  b a s e  t o  
4-6.5 lakh to as high as Rs 9 lakh, 315,332.Infosys has resumed both 
depending on the candidate's skill campus and off-campus fresher hiring, 
level.This move is seen as Infosys' joining other top IT firms such as 
response to rival Tata Consultancy HCLTech and Wipro in bolstering their intelligence (AI), generative AI skills in cloud computing, AI/ML, and 
Services' (TCS) 'Prime' programme, workforce.HCLTech plans to recruit (GenAI), and machine learning (ML). cybersecurity, driven by digital 
which recruits freshers for software 10,000 freshers in FY25, while Wipro is TCS now recruits freshers under three transformation projects.Despite a 
development roles with packages t a r g e t i n g  u p  t o  1 2 , 0 0 0  categories: 'Ninja' with packages subdued macro environment, Infosys 
between Rs 9-11 lakh per annum.TCS hires.Collectively, the top four IT around Rs 3.6 lakh, 'Digital' at Rs 7.5 plans to hire between 15,000 and 
has also expanded its 'Prime'  companies are expected to add lakh, and 'Prime'.Both Infosys and TCS 20,000 graduates in FY25, while TCS 
programme to include roles in emerging approximately 82,000 freshers this have increased their focus on hiring aims to recruit 40,000 freshers, 
technologies such as artificial fiscal year.specialized talent as demand grows for maintaining last year's numbers.Amid a 

MUMBAI.Private capital expenditure, which has 
been missing for more than a decade after the 
investment spree during the later part of the first 
decade and the initial years of the second decade 
of the millennium, is finally back with the project 
finance pipeline.It suggests a significant increase 
in capital expenditure to Rs 2.45 lakh crore in the 
current fiscal, up from Rs 1.59 lakh crore in the 
previous 12 months.Rising domestic demand 
and capacity utilisation, improved profitability 
of corporate and healthier balance sheets of 
banks, sustained credit demand, business 
optimism and government’s thrust on 
infrastructure development, along with policy 
measure to encourage investment activities, bode 
well for private capital investment cycle and 
reflects conducive investment climate and 
growth potential for the economy and facilitates 
economic progress, the Reserve Bank said in its 
latest bulletin released on Monday. However, the 
views in the bulletin articles are not of the authors 
and not of the central bank.The projection is 
based on an analysis of investment intentions of 

private corporates on the basis of projects 
sanctioned by banks/financial institutions during 
fiscal 2024, wherein the total envisaged 
financing cost of projects reached a new high of 
Rs 3.91 lakh crore, of which, as much as 54% are 
to be invested by the year-end.The phasing 
profile of the projects finance pipeline suggests 
that the envisaged capex will increase 
significantly to Rs 2.45 lakh crore in 2024-25 
from Rs 1.59 lakh crore in 2023-24,” the article 
said.During FY24, about 944 projects got 
assistance from lenders with a record high total 
cost of projects of Rs 3,90,978 crore compared to 
547 projects sanctioned during the previous year 
having total cost of Rs 2,66,546 crore.

During 2023-24, 438 private companies, which did 
not avail of any financing, raised Rs 1,68,396 
crore through ECBs for capex purpose, while 123 
other companies raised Rs 6,310 crore through 
domestic equity issuances under IPOs for 
funding their capex needs.

Private capex shows 
signs of  revival: RBI

bp rate cut by the Fed in September indices. Financial stocks, including New Delhi . Benchmark stock market 
followed by two more rate cuts this IndusInd Bank, rose by approximately indices climbed in early trade on 
year. This can continue to support the 0.75%.Tuesday, supported by gains in the 
equity markets globally and in India information technology sector, as Polycab India gained 4% after UBS 
too,” he added.Vijayakumar went on to optimism grows that the US Federal initiated coverage with a "buy" rating, 
add that the decline in Brent crude Reserve may begin cutting interest c i t ing  long- te rm growth  

rates by September.By 10:10 o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f r o m  
am, the NSE Nifty 50 had risen electrification.On the other 
by 0.53% to 24,702.65, while hand, Ola Electric shares fell 
the S&P BSE Sensex increased after gaining 5% in early trade. 
by 0.51% to 80,839.08.Ten of The shares of the company have 
the thirteen key sectors saw been in the limelight, having 
gains, with IT stocks leading the surged sharply after being listed 
way.The Nifty IT index rose on the stock markets.“FIIs may 
1.2%, supported by expectations continue to sell in India since 
that the US economy will likely o t h e r  e m e r g i n g  m a r k e t  
avoid a recession, driving valuat ions are relat ively 
demand for  Indian  tech  attractive and , therefore, the 
companies that generate a largecap financials where FIIs 
significant portion of their hold large stakes may continue 

below $78 is a “macro positive for revenue. t o  r e m a i n  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e , ”  
India,” adding that “at the micro level Vijayakumar said.Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment 
this can lead to mild rally in stocks of Strategist, Geojit Financial Services, “Paradoxically, financials are the most 
companies that use crude as input such said, “With eight straight days of gains attractive segment from the valuation 
as paints, adhesives and tyres”.Among the US market is sending positive perspective even though the struggle 
individual stocks, IndusInd Bank signals which can keep this global rally for deposits is keeping the sentiments 
surged 2% after receiving regulatory going. The Fed chief Powell’s negative for this segment. When the 
approval to establish an asset comments at Jackson Hole this Friday scenario changes there is a possibility 
management business, making it the will be keenly watched by the of a sharp up move in financials,” he 
top gainer in both the Nifty 50 and bank markets.”“The likely scenario is a 25 added.

Gold, silver price : Yellow 
metal records dip, silver 
trades higher on MCX

New Delhi. Precious metals showed mixed trends in the 
Indian markets today. Gold is trading on the lower side 
of the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) while silver 
prices have recorded a hike on Tuesday, August 20.

Gold futures, maturing on October 4, 2024, stood at Rs 
71,569 per 10 grams, after recording a dip of Rs 15 or 
0.02 per cent. The previous close was recorded at Rs 
71,584.Meanwhile, silver futures, due on September 5, 
2024, witnessed a hike of Rs 233 or 0.28 per cent and 
were retailing at Rs 84,571 per kg on the MCX against 
the previous close of Rs 84,338.

GOLD AND SILVER PRICES IN MAJOR CITIES

The price of gold varies for different regions in the 
country based on certain parameters such as the excise 
duty, making charges and the state taxes.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN INTERNATIONAL 
MARKET

Gold held steady near its record high on Tuesday as 
investors awaited U.S. Federal Reserve minutes and 
Chair Jerome Powell's speech for indications on how 
much the central bank will cut rates this year, news 
agency Reuters reported.According to the latest metal 
report, spot gold rose 0.2 per cent to $2,500.08 per 
ounce by 0254 GMT, while, U.S. gold futures rose 0.1 
per cent to $2,537.70.

NEW DELHI.The government has finalised the rules for 
the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act and 
will release them soon for public consultation, said 
Electronic and Information Technology Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw on Monday.The minister, while 
speaking to the media, assured that the draft rules will be 
issued within the next 20 days, with the framework 
expected to be released within a month.

"The framework is ready and the draft rules are expected 
to be released within a month," said Vaishnaw.

The DPDP Act, passed by Parliament nearly a year ago, 
aims to prevent personal data breaches and provides 
specialised protections for children and persons with 
disabilities. However, its implementation has been 
delayed as many provisions require additional clauses 
and rules.The finalised rules will outline the workflow 
for filing complaints, appealing decisions, and other 
details.Notably, the Act defines a child as someone 
below the age of 18 and requires parental consent before 
processing the data of a minor, as mandated in Section 9.

The government's move to release the rules for public 
consultation, likely before the end of August, marks a 
significant step towards implementing the DPDP Act 
and strengthening data protection in India.

Centre finalises draft rules 
for Digital Personal Data 
Protection Act, public 
consulation soon

NEW DELHI: Antfin Singapore is reportedly looking to 
sell Zomato shares worth $408 million or about Rs 
3,400 crore. The arm of China’s Ant Group is likely to 
offload 13.6 crore shares, or a 1.54% stake, via block 
deal on Tuesday. The deal is likely to take place at a 
floor price of 251.68 per share, a discount of 4% from 
Monday’s closing price of Rs 262.3.

This would be the second time in 2024 that the Chinese 
investor is reducing its exposure in Zomato.

Antfin sold 9.7 crore shares of Zomato in March for Rs 
2,827 crore. Antfin Singapore Holding held 37.38 Cr 
shares, or a 4.3% stake, in Zomato at the end of the June 
quarter of 2024, according to exchange data.

The fresh sale comes at a time when Zomato shares have 
been continuously hitting new highs on the bourses, 
supported by improved financial performance. The 
stock hit a high of Rs 280 on Monday after brokerage 
UBS raised its target to Rs 320 from Rs 260 earlier.

Analysts at UBS said Zomato surprised positively with 
not only stronger gross merchandise value growth in 
quick commerce but also a solid 27% growth in food 
delivery.

Antfin to sell shares in 
Zomato worth Rs 3,400 cr

"The framework is ready and the draft rules 
are expected to be released within a 
month," said Information Technology 
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw.
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