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New Delhi. Rain is likely on Independence Tuesday, parts of Delhi recorded light extending up to middle tropospheric 
Day when Prime Minister Narendra Modi to moderate rain. Safdarjung, the levels. A trough runs from this 
will hoist the national flag at Red Fort. city’s base station, logged 12.2 mm of cyclonic circulation to Bangladesh at 
India Meteorological Department (IMD) rainfall between 8.30 am and 5.30 lower tropospheric levels. Another 
has issued a ‘yellow’ alert for light to pm. During the same period, Delhi cyclonic circulation lies over 
moderate rain from Wednesday to Friday. University reported 25.5 mm, Ridge southeast Pakistan and adjoining 

in north Delhi saw 23.8 mm, Lodhi Rajasthan at lower tropospheric IMD's forecast indicates generally cloudy 
Road 8.8 mm, Ayanagar 8 mm, and levels. These weather systems are skies over the next few days, with light to 
Pitampura recorded 7.5 mm of causing rain in northwest India,” said moderate rain, thundershowers, or 
rainfall.According to the Met a Met official.In its bulletin on lightning expected during this period.
department’s data, Safdarjung Tuesday,  IMD sa id ,  “Fai r ly  The Met department has warned that light to 
received 220.8 mm of rainfall in Aug widespread to widespread light or moderate rain may cause minor traffic 
until 5.30 pm on Tuesday, nearing the moderate rainfall is very likely over disruptions, an increased chance of vehicle 
long-period average for the entire Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand; accidents, and water accumulation in low-
month, which is 233.1 mm.“The scattered to fairly widespread rainfall lying areas and on roads. “Check for traffic 
monsoon trough is near its normal over Jammu-Kashmir, Haryana-congestion on your route before leaving for 
position at mean sea level. It is likely Chandigarh-Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and your destination. Follow any traffic 
to oscillate near its normal position Rajasthan during the week.”The advisories that are issued in this regard. 
most days of the week. A cyclonic maximum temperature on Tuesday Avoid going to areas that face waterlogging 
circulation lies over northeast was 33.6 degrees Celsius, one degree problems often,” said the IMD.On 
Rajasthan and its neighbourhood below normal. 

Waste not, want not: Gurgaon's 
garbage woes and vehicle shortage

Yellow alert for city, Met predicts rain on Independence Day

(Security of Tenure) Ordinance, 2024, GURGAON.  The Haryana govt 's 
which aims to provide enhanced Contractual Employee Service Security 
facilities and job security for contractual Act 2024, which was announced recently 
employees in the state.According to an to provide job security and other benefits 
official, the Haryana Contractual to those hired on contract, has excluded 
Employees (Security of Tenure) 120 accounting and programme staff 
Ordinance 2024, will ensure job security members who have been working under 
for approximately 1.2 lakh contractual the mid-day meal scheme at the state, 
e m p l o y e e s  t i l l  t h e  a g e  o f  district, and block levels for the past 14 
superannuation, including those years under the department of elementary 
working under the Haryana Kaushal education.

The move has caused deep resentment Rozgar Nigam (HKRN) and those 
among the employees, who argue that engaged under the outsourcing 
they have been left out of the Act on the policy.To be eligible, contractual 
pretext of working in a central govt employees must have completed five 
scheme despite being Haryana citizens years of service by Aug 15, 2024. They 
and the scheme being implemented will receive a basic salary equivalent to 

either include them in the Contractual Department," said one of the affected within the state.They pointed out that the pay scale of their posts, and their 
Employee Service Security Act 2024 or employees who wished to remain employees in other schemes, such as consolidated monthly remuneration will 
provide them with salaries on par with anonymous.An official from the National Health Mission (NHM) and be increased every year on the first day of 
NHM and SSA employees."Including us department of elementary education said, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan (SSA), are Jan and July, corresponding to the 
in the act would not impose any financial "The cabinet has taken the decision, and receiving benefits under service security increase in dearness allowance.However, 
burden on the state govt, as the salaries the affected employees must lodge their and service bylaws, while PM Poshan the new stipulations will not cover 
for these positions are provided by the grievances with the govt.staff are being denied both adequate employees earning more than Rs 50,000 
central govt to the state govt, as per the "The Haryana govt has introduced the salaries and service security.The per month or those working under 
approval letter from the Haryana Finance Haryana Contractual Employees employees have appealed to the govt to centrally sponsored schemes.

Gurgaon: 'Under Centre's scheme', midday 
meal staffers out of  job security Act ambit

Harish Mehta, who issued the GURGAON. MCG on Tuesday issued 
notice, said.Representatives of the a notice to the private agency 
company couldn't be reached responsible for the city's door-to-door 
despite multiple attempts by waste collection for operating with 
TOI.This is not the first time MCG inadequate vehicles, resulting in 
has imposed penalties on the irregular garbage pickup, particularly 
agency. The corporation on in zone-2.Officials  from the 
Saturday imposed a penalty of Rs corporation said they received 
50,000 on the agency after it was complaints from several areas, 
found to have dumped garbage including Udyog Vihar 1 to 5, sectors 
collected from households in a 12A, 14, 15 part-1 and 2, 17, 18 and 
greenbelt near Kataria Chowk in 23A, Civil Lines and Palam Vihar penalty of Rs 1,000 on the agency for 

Sector 14. The agency, however, had over irregular waste collection.After each vehicle it is unable to supply. This 
said waste was being dumped near MCG terminated its contract with provision ensures that the agency is 
Kataria Chowk by unauthorised Ecogreen in June this year, doorstep held accountable for any shortfall in 
vendors. In July, MCG imposed a waste collection was outsourced to the number of vehicles it is obligated to 
penalty of Rs 6 lakh on the same Bimalraj Outsourcing Pvt Ltd in all deliver.MCG has also directed the 
agency for lack of required waste four zones. According to the contract, agency to address complaints received 
co l l ec t ion  veh ic les  in  zone-the agency is required to provide 110 from residents and submit a report 
1.Residents have also expressed waste collection vehicles for zone-2 detailing the actions taken within two 
concerns regarding the inconsistency alone, but it is currently operating with days."We got information that the 
in user charges levied by the agency. only 44 vehicles (60% short of the agency has been using rickshaws too 
Some residents said they are being required number).In the notice served for waste collection. We have told the 
charged higher rates compared to what to the agency, the corporation has agency clearly that we want waste 
t h e y  w e r e  p r e v i o u s l y  demanded that Bimalraj Outsourcing collection vehicles and the agency is 
paying.According to the contract, the provide the additional 66 vehicles and short of 66 vehicles for zone-2. We 
agency has to pay MCG 46% of the submit a plan to ensure comprehensive have given them two days' time. 
total user charges collected in zones 1 doorstep waste collection coverage in Further course of action will be 
and 2 and 48.51% of the total user all the affected areas.The contract decided on the basis of their report," 
charges collected in zones 3 and 4.includes a clause that imposes a MCG senior sanitary inspector-2 

After 2 days of heavy showers, sun shines 
over Gurgaon; mercury up 3°C

GURGAON. The city witnessed Rain is likely on Independence Day 
moderate morning showers and a when Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
sunny day after two days of intense will hoist the national flag at Delhi's 
rain on Tuesday. It recorded 23.7mm of Red Fort. IMD has issued a 'yellow' 
rainfall till 5.30pm. alert for light to moderate rain from 

Wednesday to Friday.The maximum temperature rose by 3.1 
degrees Celsius in the past 24 hours - IMD's forecast indicates generally 
from Monday's 29.6 degrees Celsius to cloudy skies over the next few days, 
32.7 degrees on Tuesday. It was 1.5 with light to moderate rain, 
notches below normal. The night thundershowers, or lightning 
temperature, however, saw a decline. expected during this period. The 
At 24.5 degrees, it was 1.8 notches department has warned that light to 
below normal on Tuesday. Monday's moderate rain may cause minor 
night temperature was 26 degrees. traffic disruptions, an increased 

chance of vehicle accidents, and The city witnessed rainfall till around 
water accumulation in low-lying 8.30am on Tuesday, after which the 
areas and on roads.On Tuesday, parts sun shone brightly throughout the day. 
of Delhi recorded light to moderate Isolated light rain was observed in 
rain. Safdarjung, the city's base some areas around 5pm.The rain spell 
station, logged 12.2 mm of rainfall resulted in waterlogging and traffic 
between 8.30 am and 5.30 pm. snarls at several stretches during 
During the same period, Delhi morning peak hours, but traffic flow 
University reported 25.5 mm, Ridge improved in a couple o hours as the difficult," said Rajesh Kumar, a resident is likely over the next seven days in south 

in north Delhi saw 23.8 mm, Lodhi Road rainwater receded."The rain was much of Sector 86.Meanwhile, the India Haryana, including Gurgaonas the 
8.8 mm, Ayanagar 8 mm, and Pitampura needed, but the sudden downpour caused Meteorological Department (IMD) monsoon trough is currently active. 
recorded 7.5 mm of rainfall.some inconvenience. The entire sector is predicted that Haryana is likely to witness Gurgaon is also likely to witness heavy 

still grappling with waterlogging, and the The maximum temperature on Tuesday scattered to fairly widespread rain this rain in isolated areas," said Surender 
market road has developed several was 33.6 degrees Celsius, one degree week. Heavy rainfall is likely in isolated Paul, IMD director (Chandigarh).At 101, 
potholes. There were heavy jams at Rajiv b e l o w  n o r m a l .  T h e  m i n i m u m  areas between Aug 13 and 16. The the city's average air quality index (AQI) 
Chowk, IFFCO Chowk, Subhash Chowk temperature was 25 degrees Celsius, two monsoon trough is vigorous and south of deteriorated to the 'moderate' category on 
and Udyog Vihar. Commuting from CPR notches below normal. Relative humidity its normal position, which will trigger Tuesday. It was 89 (satisfactory) the day 
towards Delhi in the morning was very ranged between 76% and 100%.rainfall, officials said."Moderate rainfall before.

'They came as beggars and scrap 
collectors': Bagariya gang 'breaks' 
into houses in Delhi-NCR; arrested

GURGAON. Four members of the notorious 
Bagariya gang, allegedly involved in at least 10 
burglaries and thefts in Delhi-NCR and more 
cases across states, and an accomplice were 
arrested last week.The gang, police said on 
Tuesday, staked out different neighbourhoods 
in the guise of beggars and scrap dealers, 
spotting houses that they believed were easy to 
break into.Once they picked a colony to target, 
they established a temporary camp in the 
vicinity and hired a woman to cook to give the 
impression that a family was shacking up along 
roadsides.

On seeing that a family was away, they would 
break into a house using screwdrivers and iron 
rods, cops said.Once inside, two members 
would keep watch at the entrance while the 
others gathered all the cash and jewellery 
stored inside. The stolen items were then sold to 
Pannalal, a jeweller, in Rajasthan.Gurgaon 
police said they started investigating the gang 
after a resident reported theft of cash and 
jewel le ry  f rom a  DLF-3  house  in  
June.Inspector Sandeep Kumar of DLF-4 
station's crime branch investigated the case for 
weeks, and a team arrested the four gang 
members from Leisure Valley Park in the city 
on Aug 9.Cops found out that Vinod (31), of 
Ajmer, was the gang leader. Others who would 
help him were -- Babulal (23) and Mangal of 
Ajmer, and Bunty (43) of Aligarh.

The accused were interrogated, and they led cops 
to arrest Pannalal (55), who lived in Kekri 
village of Rajasthan, on Aug 12.The inspector 
said that the gang would keep moving from one 
town to another, every 15-20 days, to avoid any 
suspicion."After each theft, the gang would 
move to a new location," Kumar said.

According to investigators, the gang members 
admitted to stealing from at least 8 spots in 
Gurgaon and two in Delhi. They are wanted in 
at least a dozen cases of burglaries and thefts 
across Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan, MP and 
other states.The gang has been operating for a 
few years, it seems. They are habitual offenders 
and have been jailed previously," Kumar said.

Police said they have recovered two screwdrivers 
and two iron rods from the gang's possession.

They were produced before a court and taken into 
custody in the DLF-3 case registered under 
sections 380 (theft), 120B (criminal 
conspiracy) and 34 (common intention) of the 
IPC.

News box

GURGAON. Police arrested a man for allegedly beating a 
26-year-old man on Sunday in Jatauli Mandi of Pataudi, 
leading to his death. The accused suspected an affair 
between his wife and the victim, cops said.

Pawan Kumar's family rushed to Faridpur road after 
receiving information from some locals on Sunday 
morning that he was found in a pool of blood. Kumar 
was taken to a local hospital and then referred to another 
hospital.Kumar's brother Rahul said, "While being 
transferred to the other hospital, Pawan told me that 
some individuals had beaten him and thrown him into a 
drain near Jatauli College." Rahul alleged that Rajesh 
alias Lambu, Ankit, Sangam, Mohan Halwai, and two 
unknown persons had assaulted Kumar.SI Manoj 
Kumar, in charge of the Crime Branch Farrukhnagar, 
and the team from Pataudi police station conducted a 
joint operation and arrested Jatauli village resident 
Rajesh alias Lambu on Monday.

Police found that Rajesh suspected of an affair between 
his wife and Pawan, due to which he beat him up with an 
accomplice who is absconding.

Man thrashed over suspected 
affair, dies; one arrested in 
Gurgaon

GURGAON. Chief minister Nayab Singh Saini on 
Tuesday inaugurated and laid foundation stones for 
infrastructure projects worth Rs 144 crore in the city. 
Among them, MCG projects, which include laying of 
water supply lines and road construction, will be 
carried out at a cost of Rs 130 crore.The CM also 
launched projects of the irrigation department and 
health department, which have been allotted Rs 12.7 
crore and Rs 1.8 crore respectively, an official said.

MCG commissioner Narhari Singh Bangar shared the 
details about the project,

"The chief minister laid the foundation stones for 10 
MCG development projects worth over Rs 130 crores, 
including Rs 1 crore for a water supply line and 
interlocking tiles in Pir Baba Colony in Zone-4, Rs 3.1 
crore for water supply and interlocking tiles in NKV 
Farm Colony, Rs 1.7 crore for water supply and 
interlocking tiles in Ryan Enclave, Rs 1.5 crore for 
water supply and interlocking tiles in Vatika Kunj, Rs 1 
crore for a water supply line and interlocking tiles in 
Saraswati Enclave, Rs 99 lakh for water supply and 
interlocking tiles in Bhupnagar, Rs 23.6 crore for a 
sewerage network in Bhondsi village, Rs 6.5 crore for 
road construction in Malibu Town, and Rs 2.1 crore for 
water works in Sector 57. Additionally, the CM laid the 
foundation stone for an advanced sports complex in 
Wazirabad village for Rs 88 crore."Two projects for the 
irrigation department were also inaugurated, including 
a micro-irrigation project in Helimandi for Rs 7.1 crore 
and another in Pataudi for Rs 5.6 crore.The CM also 
inaugurated three health department projects which 
include the construction of public health blocks for Rs 
50 lakh each in Farrukhnagar, Helimandi, and Sohna.

Gurgaon infrastructure 
projects: Haryana CM Nayab 
Singh Saini inaugurates Rs 
144 crore developments

GURGAON. The National Green Tribunal (NGT), 
hearing a petition over alleged environmental 
violations by a factory in Sector 10, told the district 
administration and the state pollution control board to 
submit a reply on the accusations within a month.

NGT said last week that this was the final opportunity for 
the respondents to submit the reply, which will only be 
accepted if the Haryana govt and factory (both are also 

respondents in the case) pay Rs 25,000 each.
According to the petition filed by Gurgaon resident 

Navee, the factory is located close to a residential area 
and the Civil Hospital in Sector 10. It allegedly releases 
chemicals that can cause respiratory ailments and 
irritation in the eyes. Additionally, the petitioner 
alleged, the factory was extracting groundwater 
illegally and discharging wastewater into the sewer 
system without treating it.NGT, in Nov last year, had 
constituted a joint committee of the district 
administration and HSPCB to investigate the 
allegations made against the factory in the petition.

"Respondents were issued notices and given two months' 
time to file replies. Thereafter, the matter has been 
listed before the Tribunal on 07.02.2024 and 
08.05.2024 when again time was granted to 
respondents to file their response. But no response has 
been filed till date. Today, respondents 1 and 3 further 
need time to file a response. Subject to payment of cost 
of Rs. 25,000 by each respondent 1 and 3, the last 
opportunity is granted to file its reply within one 
month," the order judicial magistrate Sudhir Agarwal 
and expert member Dr Afroz Ahmad said.

The order was uploaded on Tuesday. The next hearing is 
scheduled for Sept 19.Asked about the plea, an official 
of Haryana State Pollution Control Board (HSPCB) 
said they had submitted a reply to the tribunal in April.

"We have already submitted our reply to NGT. There was 
no requirement of submitting a joint reply earlier," the 
official said.

National Green Tribunal 
orders response from 
Haryana govt and factory in 
Gurgaon's sector 10 
environmental violation case

New Delhi, Thursday, 15 August 2024

On the historic completion
of 77 years of our country's
Independence, I extend my
heartiest felicitations to the peo-
ple of India, Particularly of
Punjab and Chandigarh. Today,
we pay our respectful reverence
to all those self sacrificing,
devoted leaders and patriots
who struggled for freedom
throughout their lives. Father of
the Nation Mahatma Gandhi,
Dr. Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar, Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose, Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, Bal
Gangadhar Tilak and millions of
Indians made significant contri-
butions to India's independence.
We also pay tribute to the brave
soldiers of our armed forces
who sacrificed their lives while
protecting our country's integri-
ty, sovereignty, and borders.
The unprecedented contribution
of Punjab to the cause of
Freedom of our country is
unmatched anywhere in the his-
tory of the world. The great mar-
tyrs Shaheed Bhagat Singh, Lala
Lajpat Rai, Shaheed Udham
Singh, Kartar Singh Sarabha,
Dewan Singh Kalepani and
many more who shed every
drop of their blood and had lan-
guished in Jails, have left a rich
legacy for all of us which
demands unbounded love and
respect for our motherland
besides firm commitment to pre-
serve India's glory and inde-
pendence.  It is a matter of great
pride to recall the laudable con-
tribution of the people of Punjab
who have always displayed
courage and commitment to the
cause of freedom.  Punjab has
always been on the forefront and
known as a Progressive State of
India. Hon'ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi Ji intro-
duced the concept of Amrit Kaal
to the nation on India's 75th
Independence Day. Amrit Kaal
is the Prime Minister's vision
2047 for 'New India', a new dawn
for the country that will bring
the chance to fulfill its aspira-
tions.  This Amrit kaal is the
time of duty for all of us. This
Amrit Kaal is the period for all of

us to do something for Maa
Bharati.  During the war of inde-
pendence, the generation that
was born before 1947 got the
opportunity to sacrifice their
lives for the country. They did
not leave any opportunity to die
for the country. But we do
not have the opportunity to
die for the country. But
there cannot be a greater
opportunity than this for us
to live for the country! We
must live every moment for
the country and with this
resolution, we need to
frame a new resolve for ful-
filling the dreams of 140
crore countrymen in this
'Amrit Kaal'. The resolution
of 140 crore countrymen
needs to be accomplished
and when the tricolor will
be hoisted in 2047, then the
world will be praising a
developed India.  The year
2024 has witnessed a major
event of our democratic his-
tory in the form of the 18th
Lok Sabha Elections. It is a
matter of great joy and satisfac-
tion that the elections were con-
ducted peacefully. Electing a
popular democratic government
has truly demonstrated to the
world that India is a mature
democracy, with confident and
forward looking people as visu-
alized by our founding fathers.
We are given a golden opportu-
nity to take the country to new
heights. Contribution from
every citizen will be crucial to
achieve our goals. For this, I will
appeal to all my fellow citizens to
abide by our Fundamental
Duties enshrined in the
Constitution. These duties are
essential obligations of every cit-
izen towards making Bharat a
developed nation when it com-
pletes 100 years of
Independence.   We witnessed
the historic consecration cere-
mony of the idol of Prabhu Sri
Ram in the glorious new temple
constructed at His birthplace in
Ayodhya. When this event will
be seen in the wider perspective,
the future historians will consid-
er it a landmark in India's contin-

ued re-discovery of its civiliza-
tion heritage.  The successful
organizing of the G20 Summit in
the capital, under India's presi-
dency, was an unprecedented
achievement. What was all the
more noteworthy was the way

the people were involved in the
G20 events. The magnificent
event provided lessons for all in
making citizens participants in
strategic and diplomatic matters
that are, in the final analysis,
going to shape their own future.
We also progressed further
towards the ideal of gender
equality, when the Parliament
passed the historic Women's
Reservation Bill. I believe that
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam
will prove to be a revolutionary
tool of women's empowerment.
Another significant reform is the
creation of Digital India which
has made life and business
much easier in India. Today, the
whole world acknowledges this
as a great achievement of India.
Even developed countries do not
have a digital system like India
has.  Inspired by the dynamic
leadership of our Hon'ble Prime
Minister, the Nation is asserting
itself vigorously in the presence.
Considering the huge wealth of
talent that the Nation is
endowed with, future promises
to be even rosier.  Let us stay

committed to evolve India that is
inclusive and vibrant in growth
opportunities. Today, we have
some challenges before us and
we have to pay special attention
to check social evil of drug
addiction especially amongst the

youth. Punjab being a
border state has
always been facing
challenges from our
neighboring enemy
country Pakistan
which has 245 km
long land border with
the state. Now as
Pakistan does not
have the courage to
fight the direct battle
with India, it's fight-
ing a proxy war by
the way of sending
drugs and weapons
by various means to
create disturbance in
the country. We need
to be aware from
such acts of the
enemy and fight col-
lectively against such

plans of the enemy. The
Government of India in the lead-
ership of Hon'ble Prime
Minister of India, Shri Narendra
Modi and Punjab Government
has started joint operations to
counter anti national activities
from across the border. The
Central and State security forces
have conducted joint operations
in the six border districts of
Punjab which have been very
successful in countering supply
of drugs through drones. About
3000 AI-enabled cameras are
being installed to keep an eye on
the anti national activities in the
border area. The GOI is now
equipping the whole border with
the Anti Drone technology to
counter the supply of drugs and
weapons through drones in the
border areas.  Now, Village
Level Defence Committees have
been formed in all the border
districts which are collectively
working in informing the Police
and Defence forces about the
anti social and anti national
activities in the border districts.   

The Punjab Governor has

decided to give Rs. 36 lakh annu-
al award money from his discre-
tionary quota to the first three
best Border Village Level
Committees in six border dis-
tricts based on their perform-
ance to eradicate drugs in their
villages. The award will be given
in all six border districts to three
villages in each district which
include Rs.3 lakh to the first,
Rs.2 lakh to the 2nd and Rs.1
lakh to the 3rd Border Village
Level Defence Committee.
Apart from this Punjab Raj
Bhavan has started a tradition of
honouring the meritorious stu-
dents from Punjab and
Chandigarh, with an aim of not
only appreciating their hard
work and achievements, but also
to provide them some monetary
help in further strengthening
their resolve to fulfill their ambi-
tions. 300 meritorious students
of Government schools who
topped in the State/U.T. in the
8th and 10th classes are hon-
oured from Punjab and UT
Chandigarh. The Prize money
given is Rs. 10,000/- to each
class 10th student and Rs.
5000/- to each class 8th student.
I call upon the people of Punjab,
Elected Representatives of
Public, Civil & Police officers,
Ex-servicemen, youth, doctors,
academicians, Intellectuals,
NGOs, Voluntary Organisations
and Media to run campaigns
against drugs, public drives for a
green and clean environment,
Green Energy, Solar Energy,
tree plantation GOI Scheme 'Ek
Ped Maa ke Naam', Swachh
Bharat, Digital India, Make in
India, Women Empowerment,
Viksit Bharat etc. Let us, on this
occasion, renew our pledge to
collectively work hard perform-
ing our duties with sincerity,
commitment, devotion and dedi-
cation, keeping the interest of
our country upper most.  I once
again extend my heartfelt greet-
ings and best wishes to the peo-
ple of Punjab and Chandigarh
for a glorious future. 

Thank you,
Jai Hind.

Hon'ble Governor of punjab and administrator, ut chandigarh,
Shri Gulab Chand Kataria On the occasion of Independence day - 2024

IMD issues 'yellow' alert for heavy rainfall in Haryana
GURGAON. IMD issued a "yellow" alert, predicting heavy rainfall in several parts

of Haryana, including the city, over the next 24 hours. The spell is likely to be accom-
panied by thunderstorms and strong winds.Tuesday began on a cooler note as the min-
imum temperature slightly dropped to 26.4 degrees Celsius from 27 degrees Celsius on
Monday. It was a notch below the normal for this time of the season. However, the day
remained muggy. The maximum temperature was 32.5 degrees Celsius, slightly high-
er than the previous day's 31.8 degrees but one degree below the season's normal.
"The monsoon trough is active and south of its normal position. This will trigger fairly
widespread rainfall over the next few days in many parts of the state, with the possibil-
ity of heavy rains. With mostly cloudy conditions and rainfall, the temperature is likely
to remain comfortable during the period," an IMD official said.Meanwhile, the city's air
quality index rose to 81 on Tuesday, but it remained in the satisfactory category. Light
to moderate rain or thundershowers are likely in the capital on Wednesday and
Thursday. It is expected to cause a dip in the temperature by around three degrees.
IMD has issued a 'yellow' alert - be aware - for light to moderate showers for the next
two days.The maximum temperature on Tuesday was 35.2 degrees Celsius, one degree
above normal, against 33.4 degrees a day earlier. The relative humidity oscillated
between 63% and 91%. The minimum temperature was 27.5 degrees Celsius, which was
near normal."Light rain or thunderstorm is predicted from Aug 9 to 12," said an IMD
official.Gurgaon: IMD issued a "yellow" alert, predicting heavy rainfall in several parts
of Haryana, including the city, over the next 24 hours. The spell is likely to be accom-
panied by thunderstorms and strong winds.Tuesday
began on a cooler note as the minimum temperature
slightly dropped to 26.4 degrees Celsius from 27
degrees Celsius on Monday. It was a notch below the
normal for this time of the season. However, the day
remained muggy.The maximum temperature was 32.5
degrees Celsius, slightly higher than the previous day's
31.8 degrees but one degree below the season's normal.
"The monsoon trough is active and south of its normal
position. This will trigger fairly widespread rainfall over
the next few days in many parts of the state, with the pos-
sibility of heavy rains. With mostly cloudy conditions and
rainfall, the temperature is likely to remain comfortable
during the period," an IMD official said.Meanwhile, the
city's air quality index rose to 81 on Tuesday, but it
remained in the satisfactory category. Light to moderate
rain or thundershowers are likely in the capital on
Wednesday and Thursday. It is expected to cause a dip in
the temperature by around three degrees. IMD has
issued a 'yellow' alert - be aware - for light to moderate
showers for the next two days.The maximum tempera-
ture on Tuesday was 35.2 degrees Celsius, one degree
above normal, against 33.4 degrees a day earlier.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, FAIYAZ KHAN S/o Mohd Sageer
khan R/o  H, No C-15, Sanjay Colony,
Bhati Mines, New Delhi-110074
declare  That Mr FARMAN KHAN is
my real son and living at the above
said address. That I have debarred /
depossess to my above said son
Farman Khan from my moveable and
Immoveable properties, due to misbe-
haviour/ Druken etc.That I have
released all my relations from my
above said Son Farman khan.That I
will not liable and responsible for any
losses damages etc.from my son.That
now there is no any kind of relaton
with my son.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
KHUSHBU GOSWAMI D/O RAMESH
GOSWAMI W/O HARI OM residing at
H-190, ADHYAPAK NAGAR, NAN-
GLOI, WEST DELHI, DELHI-110041,
declare that the name of mine and my
father has been wrongly written as
KM KHUSHBU GOSHWAMI in my
10th Class Educational Documents
and RAMESH CHAND in my Pan
Card NO. DZMPG1720H The actual
name of mine and my father are
KHUSHBU GOSWAMI and RAMESH
GOSWAMI respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It  is for general information that I Soni
Devi W/O: Santosh Sharma,R/O H-
16/977, Gali No-16, Sangam Vihar,
Deoli, PO: Deoli, DIST: South Delhi,
Delhi-110062 declare that the name of
mine has been wrongly written as
Soni Sharma in my minor daughter
Saniya aged 15 years in her 10th
class educational document, The
actual name of mine is SONI DEVI
respectively which may be amended
accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known that my client Dhyan
Singh W/o. Sh. Jhhaman Singh, R/o.
H.No.K-1/1694/19, Gali No. 19,
Sangam Vihar, New Delhi-110080,
Aadhar No.364954158889 hereby
severed all their relation and has
debarred and disinherited his sons
and daughters-in-law Birender
Singh(Sonu), Sangeeta W/o Birender
Singh(Sonu), Bhanu Pratap(Monu),
Rita W/o, Bhanu Pratap, Lalit Kumar,
Priyanka W/o. Sh. Lalit Kumar from all
his properties both immovable and
movable. My client has no control
over his sons and daughters-in-law
who have no respect and regard for
my client and his wife. anybody deal-
ing with them in any manner will do so
at their own risk and consequences.

ANAND MISHRA Advocate 
Ch. No. 245-A, Lawyer's Chamber

Block Saket Court, 
New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Sanjay Kumar S/o Ganpat
Lal Chauhan R/o 422, I Block, Mangol
Puri, Delhi has disowned/debarred his
son Yash Chauhan from all his move-
able/ immoveable properties and sev-
ered all his relations from him due to
his misconduct, wrongdoing, hostile
behavior and disobedience. My client
and his family member will not be
responsible for their any act in future.

GAURAV KAPILA ADVOCATE
CHAMBER NO. D-901-902,

MANGOL PURI, NEW POLICE
STATION DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I RAVI
S/O RAJ SINGH R/O C-3/41, SUL-
TAN PURI, DELHI-86 declare that
name of mine has been wrongly writ-
ten  as RAVI KUMAR in my 10th and
12th class educational documents
,The actual name of mine is RAVI
respectively which may be amended
accordingly.

Name Change
I, JC-472693M Rank-SUB Name-
KRISHAN KUMAR Presently residing
at VPO-JHAMRI, TEH-MATANHAIL,
DIST-JHAJJAR, HARYANA-124146
have changed my father’s name from
MANGE RAM to MANGE for all future
purposes vide Affidavit dated
14/08/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, SMT SHYNI BINOY Wife of No. No-
15419979M Rank-NK Name-BINOY K
V Presently residing at VPO-UDAYA-
GIRI, TEH-THALIPARAMBA, DIST-
KANNUR, KERALA-670571 have
changed my name from SMT SHYNI
BINOY to SHYNI P M  for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 14/08/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I Neeraj Sharma wife of Sidhartha
Chakraborty, Resident of H.No.-
86/202, Block - B, Vishwakarma
colony, Lal Kuan, Badarpur, South East
Delhi, Pin - 110044, Delhi, India. have
changed my name to Nitika
Chakraborty for all future purposes.

Name Change
I, KOUSHLYA DEVI mother of NO-
15178519K Rank-HAV Name-
KRISHAN SINGH R/O VILL-ROPA
SERI, PO-PIPLAGE, TEH-BHUNTER,
DIST-KULLU, HIMACHALPRADESH-
175125 have changed my name from
KOUSHLYA DEVI to KAUSHALYA
DEVI for all future purposes vide affi-
davit dated 14/08/2024 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, P PADMA W/o JC-313487W Rank-
SUB Name-SIMHACHALAM KATTIRI
Presently residing at VILL-GUMMA-
PADU, PO-BHADRI, TALUK-SAR-
AVAKOTA, DIST-SRIKAKULAM,
ANDHRA PRADESH-532427 have
changed my name from P PADMA to
KATTIRI PADMAfor all future purposes
vide Affidavit dated 14/08/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I,NGMA PARVEEN W/O GULAM
MUSTAFA R/O C-124 WELCOME
SEELAMPUR  DELHI 110053
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
REHANA PARVEEN  FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSE

Name Change
I,ISLAM MALIK S/O AHMED
ZAHOOR MALIKR/O 1207 THIRD
FLOOR GALI NO G2-39/4 NEAR
KHAJOOR WALI MASJID
JAFRABAD   DELHI 110053
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
MOHAMMAD ISLAM MALIK FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSE

Name Change
I Rajesh Kumar S/O Suraj Bhan,R/O
H. No. C-11, Main Budh Bazar
Chowk, Near Zero Chowk, Mundka
Village, West Delhi, Delhi-
110041,have changed the name of
my minor son druv aged 16 years and
he shall hereafter be known as Dhruv.

Name Change
I, JC-472307P, Rank-SUB Name-
NIHAL SINGH Unit 17 RAJ RIF (SM)
R/O VILL-KATKAI, PO-GUJARWAS,
TEHSIL-ATELI, DISTT-MAHENDRA-
GARH, HARYANA-123021 have
changed my father’s name from
RAMESH KUMAR to RAMESH
SINGH for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 14/08/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, NANDALA SAKONTHALAMA
Mother of No. 16115818K Rank-L/NK
Name-SIVANANDA REDDY NAN-
DALA R/o KUMARAPALLI-VIIL,
BUDITHAREDDY PALLI-PO, BANA-
GARU PALLYAM-MANDAL, CHIT-
TOOR-DISTT-, ANDHRA PRADESH-
517422 have changed my name from
NANDALA SAKONTHALAMA to
NANDALA SAKUNTHALA for all
future purposes, in my son’s service
record my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/07/1965 instead of my
correct date of birth as 01/01/1966
Vide Affidavit dated 14/08/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

Name Change
I, JC-472307P, Rank-SUB Name-
NIHAL SINGH Unit 17 RAJ RIF (SM)
R/O VILL-KATKAI, PO-GUJARWAS,
TEHSIL-ATELI, DISTT-MAHEN-
DRAGARH, HARYANA-123021
have changed my mother’s name
from MAPHIL DEVI to MEPHAL
DEVI  for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 14/08/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, JC-472494Y SUB SATYABIR
SINGH R/o VILL-NERA, PO-NERA,
TEHSIL-MAHAWAN, DISTT-
MATHURA, U.P-281301 have
changed my father’s name from
LAKSHMAN SINGH to LAXMAN for
all future purposes vide Affidavit
dated 14/08/2024 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, JC-472494Y SUB SATYABIR
SINGH R/o VILL-NERA, PO-NERA,
TEHSIL-MAHAWAN, DISTT-MATHU-
RA, U.P-281301 have changed my
mother’s name from KANU SINGH to
KINTO for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 14/08/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, JC-472308X, Rank-SUB Name-
PRABHAKAR SINGH R/O VILL-
IBRAHIM PUR KANDAI, PO-
DEORHI, TEHSIL-SOHAWAL,
DISTT-AYODHYA (FAIZABAD), U.P-
224189 have changed my mother’s
name from VIDHYA DEVI
toVIDYAVATI SINGH for all future pur-
poses vide Affidavit dated 14/08/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mr. Dalip Singh Ambesh Owner of the
Residential Flat/Apartment bearing
no. 401, Tower-CS-06, 4th floor hav-
ing super area 1150 Sq. Fts. in
"CAPETOWN", at plot no GH-OlA.
Sector-74 Noida, District Gautam
Bodh Nagar, U.P. Mr. Dalip Singh
Ambesh have lost Original last page
of Sub-Lease Deed By and
BETWEEN NOIDA AND M/S
Supertech Ltd in favour of Mr. Ashok
Kumar Maurya, duly regd, as doc No.
2152, Book No. 1. Vol No. 5249,
Pages 215-252, dated 08.03.2016, for
which complaint lodged to the police.
That any person(s)/Appropriate
authority ete. if finds the misplaced
last page of sub lease deed aforesaid
said person may come forward and
inform the undersigned within 15 days
from the date of Publication.

RAHUL KUMAR GUPTA
ADVOCATE

43B, Third Floor, Patparganj Village,
Mayur Vihar, Phase-1, Delhi
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Taliban marks three years since return to power in Afghanistan

Israel critic Ilhan Omar secures US primary 
victory, defends seat amid backlash

Islamabad. Pakistan's jailed former premier on 
Tuesday termed the arrest of former ISI chief Faiz 
Hameed as an "internal issue" of the military and 
said that the army's action against the former 
general has nothing to do with his party.Hameed 
served as the director general of Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI) from 2019 to 2021, when Khan 
was prime minister and was accused of meddling 
in political affairs at his behest."Khan sahib said 
just this that ‘it is the army’s internal matter’ and 
that whatever action the army has taken has 
nothing to do with the PTI or Khan sahib,” Khan's 
legal  representa t ive  In tezar  Panjutha  
said.Panjutha made these remarks following a 
meeting of Khan with his senior lawyers at Adiala 
Jail in Rawalpindi.Panjutha quoted Khan as 
saying it was purely a military matter, with no 
links to PTI. He further clarified that there had 
been no political connection between Khan and 
General Faiz.Khan also claimed that former army 
chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa had replaced 
General Faiz after making a deal with Nawaz 
Sharif, according to the lawyer.Khan also 
suggested that if General Faiz’s arrest was related 
to the events of May 9, it would be an opportune 
moment to form a judicial commission and bring 
the CCTV footage of the day to light, Panjutha 
noted.He also stated that the former premier urged 
his followers to peacefully protest tonight for the 
sake of freedom, stressing the importance of 
taking to the streets for the country.Panjutha also 
highlighted Khan’s concerns over the mounting 
pressure  on  the  Supreme Cour t ,  the  
disillusionment among the youth, and the 
deteriorating conditions in Pakistan, comparing 
them with those in Bangladesh.He stated that 
Khan believed it was time for Chief Justice Qazi 
Faez Isa to step back, highlighting that PTI’s three 
seats were allegedly taken away the previous 
day.Earlier, in an unprecedented move, Hameed 
was detained by military authorities and court-
martial proceedings were initiated against him on 
charges of corruption, misuse of authority and 
violating the Pakistan Army Act.

Over 140 cyberattacks linked to 
Olympics reported in France

to the country to work on a temporary basis. precluding the hiring of temporary foreign entirely. "I don’t think employers have some 
Ostensibly meant to fill labour shortages, it workers in certain low-wage occupations in cons t i tu t iona l  r igh t  to  low-wage  
has grown dramatically and has come under regions with unemployment rates of 6 per workers."The United Nations Special 
fire for suppressing wages and leaving cent or higher.Labour Minister Randy Rapporteur on contemporary forms of 
workers vulnerable to abuse.The low-wage Boissonnault is considering "a refusal to slavery said in a report last week that 
temporary foreign worker stream, especially, process in the low wage stream if the abuse Canada's "Temporary Foreign Worker 
"is one that we need to take a more careful and misuse does not improve," said labour Program serves as a breeding ground for 
look at," Immigration Minister Marc Miller ministry spokesperson Mathis Denis.But contemporary forms of slavery."Problems 
said.Its ranks have grown dramatically - "even when the program is working as cited included underpayment and wage theft 

Ottawa. Canada's temporary foreign worker from 15,817 in 2016 to 83,654 in 2023, intended and there's no abuse, the low-wage and physical, emotional and verbal abuse. 
program is not fatally flawed but is "in need thanks in large part to expansions in 2022. stream absolutely suppresses wages. It's kind The report also noted that workers struggle to 
of reform," the country's immigration of designed to," said economist Mike access healthcare.Reducing the number of Among other things, these expansions 
minister told Reuters on Tuesday, following Moffatt, senior director at the Smart temporary residents, as Canada plans to do, increased the share of employers' workforces 
a damning UN report that dubbed the Prosperity Institute.If it were up to him, he will not address problems making these that could be low-wage temporary foreign 
program a breeding ground for modern said, he would end the low-wage stream migrants vulnerable.workers, and the change waived a rule 
slavery.The program brings non-Canadians 

Canada Minister urges reforms in temporary 
worker programme amid UN 'slavery' jab

Japan PM Kishida to step down in September, won't seek re-election: Report

News box

London  British authorities have now 
arrested more than 1,000 people following 
days of rioting involving violence, arson 
and looting as well as racist attacks targeting 
Muslims and migrants, a national policing 
body said on Tuesday.The riots, which 
followed the killings of three young girls in 
the northern English town of Southport, 
began after the July 29 attack was wrongly 
blamed on an Islamist migrant based on 
online misinformation.Violence broke out 
in cities across England and also in Northern 
Ireland, but there have been fewer instances 
of unrest since last week after efforts to 
identify those involved were ramped 
up.Many have been swiftly jailed, with 
some receiving long sentences.The National 
Police Chiefs' Council said in its latest 
update that 1,024 had been arrested and 575 
charged across the UK.Those arrested 
include a 69-year-old accused of vandalism 
in Liverpool and a 11-year-old boy in 
Belfast.A 13-year-old girl pleaded guilty to 
violent disorder at Basingstoke Magistrates' 
Court, prosecutors said, having been seen on 
July 31 punching and kicking the entrance to 
a hotel for asylum seekers."This alarming 
incident will have caused genuine fear 
amongst people who were being targeted by 
these thugs – and it is particularly 
distressing to learn that such a young girl 
participated in this violent disorder," 
prosecutor Thomas Power said.

Over 1,000 arrested in 
UK over violent rioting, 
targeted attacks against 
Muslims

Pineapple sweets dished out by a New Zealand 
charity have tested positive for potentially 
lethal amounts of methamphetamine, police 
said Wednesday, sparking an urgent race to 
remove them from the streets.Anti-poverty 
charity the Auckland City Mission raised the 
alarm after discovering a batch of the sweets 
was contaminated with the highly addictive 
and illegal narcotic, police said."An 
investigation is under way and police are 
treating the matter as a priority given the risk 
to the public."The New Zealand Drug 
Foundation said a test sample of an 
innocuous-looking piece of white candy in a 
bright yellow wrapper indicated it contained 
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e . F o u n d a t i o n  
spokeswoman Sarah Helm said the tested 
sweet contained approximately three grams 
of meth -- hundreds of times greater than the 
common dose taken by users."Swallowing 
that much methamphetamine is extremely 
dangerous and could result in death."

Helm urged people who had received 
confectionaries from the Auckland charity 
not to consume them."We don't know how 
widespread it is."The candy was donated 
anonymously by a member of the public, the 
charity said, in a sealed branded package. The 
sweets were then distributed into food parcels.

"There is a potential for New Zealand that there 
is a lethal substance dressed up as a lolly 
(sweet)," Helen Robinson from Auckland 
City Mission told reporters."We have to work 
on the assumption that this was a kind of 
batch."The charity believes up to 400 people 
could have received the affected sweets in a 
food package.Robinson said so far eight 
separate families had been affected, but no 
one had yet been hospitalised.

Gaza. When girls complain to Gaza 
paediatrician Lobna al-Azaiza that they have 
no comb, she tells them to cut off their hair.It's 
not just combs. Israel's blockade of the 
territory, ravaged by 10 months of war, means 
there is little or no shampoo, soap, period 
p r o d u c t s  o r  h o u s e h o l d  c l e a n i n g  
materials.Waste collection and sewage 
treatment have also collapsed, and it's easy to 
see why contagious diseases that thrive on 
overcrowding and lack of cleanliness - such 
as scabies or fungal infections - are on the 
rise."In the past period, the most common 
disease we have seen was skin rashes, skin 
diseases, which have many causes, including 
the overcrowding in the camps, the increased 
heat inside the tents, the sweating among 
children, and the lack of sufficient water for 
bathing," the doctor said.

Azaiza used to work at Kamal Adwan Hospital 
in Beit Lahia until Israeli tanks separated the 
north of the besieged enclave from the south.

Like most of Gaza's medics, she has adapted 
and continues to treat patients, walking to 
work past her own ruined house, demolished 
by an Israeli strike.The tent clinic she set up 
wih a small team began by treating children, 
but has by necessity become a practice for 
whole families, most of whom have also been 
ordered or bombed out of their homes, like 
the vast majority of Gaza's 2.3 million people.

Even the medication that is available is often 
unaffordable; a tube of simple burn ointment 
can now cost 200 shekels ($53).International 
aid deliveries have been dramatically 
reduced since Israel seized control of the 
Rafah border crossing from Egypt, 
exacerbating a humanitarian crisis.Israel 
denies responsibility for delays in getting 
urgent humanitarian aid in, saying that the 
U.N.

Girls in Gaza cut off  
their hair due to a lack 
of  combs, soaps amid 
war: Report

Ex-ISI chief  Faiz Hameed's 
arrest 'internal issue' of  

Pak army, says Imran Khan

Taliban 
authorities will 
celebrate the 
third anniversary 
of  their takeover 
of  Afghanistan 
on Wednesday, 
with a military 
parade at a 
former US 
military base and 
festivities in key 
cities. 

which hosted Olympic events in Paris French authorities said on 
Paris, and around 40 other Tuesday that more than 140 
museums in France were victims cyberattacks were reported during 
of a ransomware attack in early the Paris Olympics, but none of them 
August, but this did not affect disrupted the competitions.In the 
any of the information systems runup and throughout the Olympic 
involved in the games, according Games, France's cyber security 
to Anssi.Ransomware exploits agency had been on high alert for 
security flaws to encrypt and attacks that had the potential to 
b lock computer  sys tems,  disrupt the organising committee, 
demanding a ransom from a user ticketing or transport.Between July 
or an organisation to unlock 26 and August 11, government cyber 
them.During the pandemic-security agency Anssi recorded 119 
delayed Tokyo Olympics held in reports corresponding to low-impact 

downtime incidents, half of which were 2021, organisers reported 450 million "security events" and 22 incidents in 
due to denial-of-service attacks designed such operations, twice as many as during which "a malicious actor" successfully 
to overwhelm servers.The other cyber the 2012 London Olympics.Ahead of the targeted a  vic t im's  informat ion 
incidents were related to attempted or Paris Olympics, Marie-Rose Bruno, system.The attacks mainly targeted 
actual compromises and data disclosure, director of technology and information government entities as well as sports, 
among others."All the cyber events that systems for the Paris Games, had said he transport and telecoms infrastructure, the 
occurred during this period were expected "eight to 10 times more" cyber agency said.
generally characterised by their low attacks than those seen at the Games in According to Anssi, a third of those were impact", said Anssi.The Grand Palais, Tokyo.

with the American Israel Public Affairs questionable campaign spending, including Minneapolis.Democratic US Rep. Ilhan 
Committee, which appears to be sitting out $1,200 spent at a Florida strip club after he Omar has won her primary race in 
the Minnesota race.But Omar isn’t taking lost his primary challenge to Omar in 2022. Minnesota.Omar is one of the progressive 
victory for granted. Omar reported spending He argues that, as a Black man, he can House members known as the “Squad”. She 
$2.3 million before the 2022 primary. In the broaden the party’s base by appealing to successfully defended her Minneapolis-area 
same period this year, she reported raising voters of colour in the Minneapolis-St. Paul 5th District seat against a repeat challenge 
about $6.2 million. Samuels has raised about area and others disillusioFraser has said from former City Council member Don 
$1.4 million.Omar — a Somali American White’s confrontational style and message Samuels in Tuesday’s primary.
and Muslim — came under fire from the won’t  a t t ract  the  moderates  and She only narrowly defeated the more centrist 
Jamaican-born Samuels and others in her independents needed for a competitive liberal in the 2022 primary. Omar is a sharp 
first term for comments that were widely challenge against Klobuchar, who's seeking critic of the Israeli government’s handling of 
criticised for invoking antisemitic tropes and a fourth term. He said he offers a more face Republican Dalia Al-Aqidi, an Iraqi the Israel-Hamas war. She avoided the fate 
suggesting Jewish Americans have divided mainstream approach, stressing fiscal American journalist and self-described of two fellow Squad members who lost their 
loyalties. This time, Samuels has criticised conservativism, a strong defence, world secular Muslim who calls Omar pro-Hamas primaries against candidates backed by 
her  condemnat ion  of  the  I s rae l i  leadership and small government. Fraser has and a terrorist sympathiser.In the US Senate groups that support Israel.Omar's fellow 
government’s handling of the Israel-Hamas also highlighted his 26 years in the Navy, race, White — an ally of imprisoned former Squad member Rep. Cori Bush lost the 
war.While Omar has also criticised Hamas where he was an intelligence officer and Trump aide Steve Bannon and conspiracy Democratic nomination in Missouri last 
for attacking Israel and taking hostages, served a combat tour in Iraq.ned with theorist Alex Jones — shocked many week. Rep. Jamaal Bowman of New York 
Samuels says she's one-sided and divisive. establishment politics.Neither has anywhere political observers when he defeated Fraser lost his primary in June. The only charter 
He's also been stressing the public safety near the resources that Klobuchar has. White at the party convention for the GOP member not facing a primary challenge is 
issues he focused on in 2022. The big issue at last reported raising $133,000, while Fraser endorsement.White 's  social  media Rep. Ayanna Pressley of Massachusetts.
the time was policing in Minneapolis, where has taken in $68,000. Klobuchar, meanwhile, comments have been denounced as Both Bush and Bowman faced well-funded 
a former police officer murdered George has collected about $19 million this cycle misogynistic, homophobic, antisemitic and challengers and millions of dollars in 
Floyd in 2020..The winner in the and has more than $6 million available to profane. His legal and financial problems spending by the United Democracy Project, 
overwhelmingly Democratic district will spend on the general election campaign. include unpaid child support and a super political action committee affiliated 

operations in Afghanistan, around 40 kilometres Kabul Taliban authorities were set to celebrate the 
(25 miles) outside of Kabul.Celebrations featuring third anniversary of their takeover of Afghanistan 
athletes and poetry readings were due to be held in on Wednesday, with a military parade at a former 
the capital.Heavy security and decorations also US military base and festivities in key cities.
went up in the southern city of Kandahar -- the Extra security was deployed in the capital Kabul 
birthplace of the Taliban movement and home to and the Taliban's spiritual home of Kandahar 
the reclusive leader Hibatullah Akhundzada, who ahead of the "day of victory", with Islamic State 
rules through religious edict.Security has been a group attacks a continued threat in the 
key priority for Taliban authorities, and while country.Taliban forces seized Kabul on August 15, 
many Afghans express relief at the end of 40 years 2021, after the US-backed government collapsed 
of successive conflicts, the economy remains in and its leaders fled into exile. The anniversary is 
crisis and the population mired in a worsening marked a day earlier on the Afghan calendar.The 
humanitarian crisis.A joint statement from Day of Victory is historically a significant and on women, who bear the brunt of policies the 
international non-governmental groups warned of proud day for the Islamic Ummah (nation), and United Nations has called "gender apartheid", 
the growing aid funding gap to the country, with particularly for the Afghan people," said Prime remain a key sticking point.
23.7 million people in need of humanitarian Minister Mohammad Hassan Akhund in a Banners, flags and poetryThe days before the 
assistance.Human Rights Watch (HRW) reiterated statement on Tuesday."On this date, Allah granted celebrations, workers were busy putting up 
calls for pressure on the Taliban government to lift the Mujahid nation of Afghanistan a decisive banners and billboards reading "Congratulations" 
restrictions on women, who have been squeezed victory over an international arrogant and with the anniversary date around Kabul.Vendors 
from public life and banned from secondary and occupying force."In the three years since they selling flags of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 
higher education."The third anniversary of the ended their 20-year insurgency, the Taliban -- the Taliban government's formal name for the 
Taliban's takeover is a grim reminder of government has consolidated its grip on the country -- dotted the city, the white and black 
Afghanistan's human rights crisis, but it should country, implementing laws based on its strict standard also fluttering over streets.
also be a call for action," said Fereshta Abbasi, interpretation of Islam, even though it is still A military parade and speeches were to be held at the 
Afghanistan researcher for HRW.unrecognised by any other state.Their restrictions Bagram airbase, the US military's former centre of 

the world's fourth-biggest economy.The stock market instability and sending the Tokyo Japanese Prime Minister Fumio 
successor the LDP chooses could face yen sharply lower.If the "reporting is Kishida will step down as ruling party 
increases in living costs, escalating accurate, we should expect tighter leader in September, media reported on 
geopolitical tensions, and the potential policy or neutral but slightly tighter Wednesday, ending a three-year term 
return of Donald Trump as US President fiscal and monetary conditions marked by rising prices and marred by 
next year.As the country's eighth- depending on the candidate", said Shoki political scandals.Kishida, who saw his 
longest serving post-war leader, Kishida Omori, chief Japan desk strategist, public support erode, will not seek re-
led Japan out of the Covid pandemic Mizuho Securities, Tokyo."In short, election in the Liberal Democratic Party 
with massive stimulus spending, but risk-assets, particularly equities, will (LDP) leader, Japanese media including 
later appointed Kazuo Ueda, an likely be hit the most," he added.In public broadcaster NHK reported citing 
academic tasked with ending his another break from the past, Kishida senior administration staff.An LDP 
predecessor ’s radical monetary also eschewed corporate profit-driven s p o k e s p e r s o n  d e c l i n e d  t o  
stimulus, to head the Bank of Japan trickle-down economics in favour of comment.Kishida's decision to quit will 
(BOJ).The BOJ in July unexpectedly policies aimed at boosting household trigger a contest to replace him as party 
raised interest rates, contributing to incomes.boss, and by extension, as the leader of 
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High doses of  narcotic 
drug found in sweets 
handed out by New 
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EDITORIAL 6

process. The order supports the idea that while THE Supreme Court’s decision to partially stay 
religious freedom is fundamental, it should the Mumbai college circular banning the hijab, 
not come at the expense of the educational while upholding restrictions on the niqab and 
milieu. This decision offers a template for burqa, strikes a commendable balance 
resolving similar disputes across the country. between respecting religious sentiments and 
The Karnataka hijab case, for example, could addressing the pragmatic needs of modern 
benefit from this balanced perspective, education. It is a nuanced attempt to reconcile 
avoiding the polarising outcomes seen in cultural traditions with the demands of 
other states. Countries like Turkey, which contemporary academic environment. This 
have historically grappled with the role of decision underscores the importance of 
religious symbols in secular institutions, fostering an inclusive atmosphere while 
might find the Indian approach instructive.maintaining discipline and uniformity within 

This ruling emphasises that educational institutions. By allowing the hijab but 
institutions should focus on empowering restricting face-covering attire like the niqab 
students rather than on imposing restrictive and burqa, the SC has set a precedent that other 
dress codes. By navigating the fine line institutions with similar issues would do well 
between tradition and modernity, the SC has to follow.
taken a significant step towards ensuring that The court’s approach recognises that education 
educational institutions remain inclusive, is not just about imparting knowledge but also 

academic experience. Face coverings can inhibit respectful and progressive spaces for all students.about ensuring that students can participate fully in the 
interaction, an essential component of the learning 

Tech-driven initiatives are 
redefining judiciary

Too early for India to intervene in Bangladesh

response”. When serious allegations are made against Pvt Ltd. While the couple says the two entities THE manner in which India’s market regulator, the 
the chairperson and the regulator, an appropriate “became immediately dormant on her appointment Securities & Exchange Board of India (SEBI), has 
response cannot be anonymous. It is unclear who is with SEBI” in 2017, Hindenburg has released gone about investigating the astounding rise in share 
taking responsibility for the press release or whether documents showing that the Indian entity is active and prices of the Adani Group has been troubling for 
the issue was even discussed by the board or with the generating revenue.The clarificatory statement by independent observers, even before Hindenburg 
ministry. Exhibiting a complete lack of understanding MPB and Dhaval itself seems contradictory. It says Research released its explosive report in January 2023. 
of the situation, SEBI issued an unsigned press release that Dhaval started his own consultancy practice This harks back to the tenure of another chairperson 
listing its actions in the Adani matter and defending through these companies after retiring from Unilever. who is now associated with the industry group, but it 
the chairperson without any semblance of inquiry. It This confirms that the company is not dormant, so it is was always assumed that SEBI’s reluctance was 
claims that MPB had “recused herself in matters of unclear if ‘prominent clients in the Indian industry’ primarily due to political compulsions.

Having ignored the inexplicable price run-up, SEBI, potential conflicts of interest”; whether she did so in that it does business with are SEBI-regulated entities, 
under the present chief, framed its post-Hindenburg the Adani investigation is not answered. since the SEBI chairperson remains a 99 per cent 

Meanwhile, there seems to be a concerted attempt to investigation primarily on short-selling activities. owner of the firm.Another disclosure by 360 One 
happened even when the matter reached the Supreme question Hindenburg’s credibility and silence or Even a novice investor understands that short-selling Wam Ltd (formerly IIFL Wealth Management) 
Court and an expert committee was appointed, discredit anyone attempting a serious analysis. Unless opportunities emerge only when stock prices soar far revealed investment details of MPB and her husband, 
specifically to examine if there were regulatory lapses the government comes up with a nuanced response, beyond a company’s fundamentals or future prospects. raising a crucial question posed by MP Mahua Moitra: 
in investigating the Adani Group.MPB’s dealings with these actions will only harm India’s credibility.The explosive new ‘whistleblower’ documents if foreign portfolio investment records down to the last 
Trident Trust Company are perplexing. On the one Despite the clarifications offered by various parties, released by Hindenburg Research on August 10 give a natural person were made available so quickly by one 
hand, a letter from her husband Dhaval Buch states many issues require further scrutiny. It is now an new twist to the issue and have led to a full-blown entity, why did SEBI “hit a wall” in its investigation, as 
that their “accounts be registered solely in his name”, indisputable fact that MPB and her husband had credibility crisis at the market regulator. They question noted by the Supreme Court?An independent, time-
yet the email registered to the account remains that of investments in an offshore entity (Global Dynamic chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch’s (MPB) integrity and bound investigation leading to credible action, one 
MPB, who continues to receive investment details. Opportunities Fund Ltd), which was part of the same disclosure with a set of facts and documents. way or another, alone will restore SEBI’s credibility. 
Why did she send a redemption request from her email Rather than a politically motivated joint parliamentary nested entities used by Vinod Adani (Gautam Adani’s As one of the top five capital markets in the world and a 
in 2018 when the funds were solely held by Dhaval? In committee, a suggestion by former Revenue Secretary brother) that were under SEBI’s investigation. This key resource mobiliser for the Indian economy, 
India, this would have fallen foul of compliance EAS Sarma seems a better option. Since the apex court warranted a clear disclosure.EBI has a precedent of restoring confidence in the independence of our 
requirements and attracted penal action by SEBI. It has not yet closed the Adani cases, Sarma suggests that the chairperson (CB Bhave) being ring-fenced from regulatory mechanism is of paramount importance 
now raises red flags about the real ownership of the Chief Justice could nominate a senior member of issues, even when they did not involve personal today. What we are witnessing instead is a textbook 
funds.MPB and her husband have confirmed their the judiciary to head an inquiry commission under the investments. Even if the investment was redeemed, example of how not to handle such a situation. In the 
holdings in two separate consultancy companies. Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952.India’s national MPB ought to have recused herself and created a 36 hours since Hindenburg released its sensational 
MPB says she transferred her entire holding in the interest is not served by defending one business group. board-monitored committee, perhaps comprising the allegations, there has been silence from the 
Singapore entity, Agora Partners, to her husband, who With a market capitalisation of several lakh crores of three whole-time members, to handle the Adani government and the finance ministry, which oversees 
became a 100 per cent shareholder in March 2022. rupees and the savings of countless ordinary people investigation, in consultation with the government. SEBI. Instead, we have seen a series of statements 
This was two weeks after being appointed chairperson riding on the market, it is imperative that SEBI Since this did not happen, it raises questions about from those involved, which raise more questions than 
in her second stint at SEBI. She continues to hold a 99 remains credible and is seen to adhere to the rules and MPB’s two meetings with Gautam Adani while the they answer.Late on Sunday night, SEBI decided that 
per cent stake in the India-registered Agora Advisory compliance standards it imposes on all stakeholders.investigations were ongoing. No disclosure or recusal Hindenburg’s allegations “warrant an appropriate 

A nuanced approach

Brother Justice Suryakant,  my brother Justice 
Rajesh Bindal,  Chief Justice Sheel Nagu,  the 
distinguished judges of the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court who are here on the dais with us,  
Brother Gurmeet Singh Sandhawalia,  Brother 
Justice Arun Palli, Justice Lisa Gill,  all the Chief 
Justices who have come here from near and far,  
judges, members of the computer committees,  
former judges of the High Court who have really 
honored us by their presence this morning and of 
course all the members of the registry and the 
other staff associated with the ICT committees. I 
just thought when I heard that little introduction 
by the compare for me that such an unabashedly 
uncritical appreciation of the lead speaker of the 
day is made only by two people in life, a daughter 
or a sister.I'm sure my wife may not necessarily 
accept of all that is so warmly said, but in a lighter 
vein when I was visiting my sister in the United 
States a few years ago, her young daughters told 
me that there are only two people in the life of 
your sister, that is their mother, who can never 
make a mistake. One is the pet dog and the other is 
the brother. But thank you very much for that very 
warm introduction.Well, I'm delighted to deliver 
the inaugural address at the national conference 
which aims to explore the transformative impact 
of technology on India's courts and map our 
future trajectory. The very convening of this 
conference this morning underscores the 
significant progress we have made in harnessing 
technology to enhance justice delivery. Even 
before I assumed office of the Chief Justice of 
India, I have had the privilege of serving as a 
chairperson of the e-committee of the Supreme 
Court.I have closely watched the remarkable 
evolution in our discourse on the subject over the 
last four years. We have progressed from 
discussions about recognizing the need for 
technology to delving into its intricacies and best 
practices. Today, technology is acknowledged as 
an indispensable catalyst for accessible justice.

This paradigm shift is indeed heartening. There is 
no better evidence of the depth and nuance of our 
discourse about technology than the very agenda 
of this conference which has been so carefully 
curated up by our colleagues from the High Court 
of Punjab and Haryana. The carefully curated 
discussions over the next two days on a range of 
themes, from technical strategies to critical issues 
like artificial intelligence and data security, 
reflect the maturity of our discussions on the role 
of technology in justice delivery in our 
country.We are no longer now discussing whether 
we should adopt technology, but rather how best 
we can harness it. I still remember the time when I 
was a young judge of the Bombay High Court and 
Chief Justice V N Khare had convened a 
conference on technology. So we had about 20 
judges and all the Chief Justices lined up in what 
is now the largest judges' lunchroom.

Everyone had a desktop in front of them. You were 
told to operate your own desktop and they were 
trying to tell us everything from how to open your 
desktop. Most of the Chief Justice and most of the 
judges in the lounge that conference I remember 
had their desktops completely blank.

Nobody knew how even to open a desktop. So that 
was where we began. This was probably around 
2004 or so.t, how much we have now transformed 
as an institution and as individuals. People often 
see me approach the desk and say, or at the very 
least think to themselves, oh Chief, are you going 
to talk about technology once again? Many a time 
these people are indeed right. But something that 
many of them may not realize is that technology, 
being a tool to access to justice, is not just a 
modern convenience or a trendy topic.We are no 
longer now discussing whether we should adopt 
technology, but rather how best we can harness it. 
I still remember the time when I was a young 
judge of the Bombay High Court and Chief 
Justice V N Khare had convened a conference on 
technology. So we had about 20 judges and all the 
Chief Justices lined up in what is now the largest 
judges' lunchroom.Everyone had a desktop in 
front of them. 

making an issue of Hinduphobia at the United Nations, emulation by other similarly placed nations. After all, THE best option for India in dealing with Bangladesh after 
can India do anything to stop the attacks on minorities and how many other countries in our time have pulled the exit of Sheikh Hasina into exile is not to do anything 
prevent further destruction of Hindu temples in themselves up by their bootstraps and graduated out of the now. With a torrent of advice, suggestions, tips and 
Bangladesh? Surely, the Indian Army is not going to Least Developed Country rankings by global parameters? hypothetical expertise flowing from the humble teashops 
march across the border to provide security to temples and Dhaka would have done just that in two more years, but of Siliguri in West Bengal to think tanks in New Delhi 
preserve them! At television studios across this country, that outcome is now in doubt — unless its new, interim brimming with erudition, it is not easy for policymakers 
panellists who seek their 15 minutes of fame are not going leader, Muhammad Yunus, can perform a miracle of in the national capital to sit tight while an important 
to accept that India is helpless in this matter. Even if it creating national cohesion and sustaining human neighbouring country is in turmoil.

The government was particularly vulnerable to criticism by were feasible, the Indian government is not foolhardy development alongside.
Even those who have only dabbled in foreign policy — the political class because Parliament was in session enough to resort to any such course. If there is a 

though for decades — know that when Hasina left her country and arrived 
India has gone through this before. in India. Ministers and senior officials 
When the Shah of Iran had to flee had to be seen as being responsive to the 
his country in 1979, much like situation across the eastern border or 
Hasina now, Indians were similarly face flak. Besides, the evolving national 
sorry because he had tried to be mood in India in the last decade has been 
friends with India in his later years one of assertion, be it in foreign policy or 
as a monarch. He had downgraded sports, to mention two spheres of 
relations with Pakistan in a zero-activity that are currently dominating 
sum game. Most Indians failed to the 24-hour news cycle.

Beyond urging restraint and perhaps grasp the meaning of Iran’s historic 
making an issue of Hinduphobia at the Islamic revolution. New Delhi had a 
UN, can India do anything to stop the tough time building bridges with 
attacks on minorities in Bangladesh?To Qom, and relations did not stabilise 
b o r r o w  f r o m  t h e  m e m o r a b l e  until Rao visited Tehran in 1993.A 
phraseology of then US Defence serious mistake that Indians are 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld in the run- making in forming their opinions 
up to the invasion of Iraq two decades about Hasina’s troubles and Yunus’ 
ago, there is little point in discussing the challenge is to conclude that 
‘known knowns’ about Bangladesh. Bangladesh was a peaceful country 
That has been the essence of public during the now-exiled Prime 
discourse in this country since student Minister’s rule. Bangladesh was 
protests erupted in Bangladesh. What is created because the blood of East 
important are the ‘unknown unknowns’ Bengalis was being shed before 
about Bangladesh. Rumsfeld had said in Partition and after it became East 

fundamental threat to India’s national security, the 
2002 that these are “the ones we don’t know that we don’t Pakistan. Its bloodletting has continued throughout. If 

Cabinet Committee on Security will surely act, as it has 
know. And if one looks throughout the history of our Hasina had not fled, she would have likely met the same 

done many times before. But we are not there yet. 
country and other free countries, it is the latter category tragic fate as her father.

Incendiary rhetoric, a sadly familiar feature of Indian 
ounting mutinies, revolts and coups d’état — all with that tends to be the difficult ones.”That being the case, 

society now, must stop.
fatalities — Bangladesh has encountered 15 attempts to India must pause until the unknown unknowns about 

If India is to have a realistic Bangladesh policy once things 
change its governments by force. Two of its Presidents Bangladesh — the domestic evolution there, its external 

settle down in Dhaka, it must not fall for fanciful 
have been assassinated. In addition, the army has dimensions, the fallout on India, etc — translate into the 

depictions of how good things were in the neighbouring 
intervened to change governments peacefully. No other first category, that is, the known knowns. As a rule, 

country during Hasina’s rule. It is a safe assumption based 
country in South Asia has experienced such violent governments and their image-makers are loath to accept 

on extended conversations and the fallout of public 
transfers of power. By comparison, Pakistan has had only inaction as policy. Former Prime Minister PV Narasimha 

opinion from Kolkata to Kochi and from Gurugram to 
five successful coups. ‘Wait and watch’ is one of the more Rao was an exception to this. He once famously remarked 

Gandhinagar that most Indians have come to believe that 
popular clichés in diplomacy, although in reality it has no that “even not taking a decision is a decision.” Rao 

the best is behind for Bangladesh. And that it is now 
meaning. It is to External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s practised this dictum in many spheres when he was the 

staring into an abyss of regressive forces and Islamic 
credit that he did not use this worn-out cliché when he head of government in a fluid political environment, often 

nationalists whose agenda is to destroy the friendship that 
briefed Parliament on August 6 about developments in with remarkable success. India’s best recourse now is to 

Hasina struggled to create with successive Indian leaders. 
India’s eastern neighbourhood. With formidable follow this truism in dealing with the uncertain situation 

There is, of course, no polling or any scientific evidence 
resources, both overt and covert, India will hopefully be that has unfolded in Bangladesh. In any case, the stark 

to support this assertion.No one will dispute that 
in a position to act if the situation demands in a few reality is that India is currently in no position to influence 

Bangladesh’s performance in many sectors was worthy of 
months. Now is not the time to act.the events there. Beyond urging restraint and perhaps 

New Delhi is currently in no position to influence the events in the neighbouring country

SC ruling on hijab balances faith, education

Editorial

It is imperative that SEBI remains credible and is seen to adhere to the rules & compliance standards it imposes on all stakeholders.

SEBI-Hindenburg-Adani row shows mishandling of credibility crisis
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BUSINESS 10

As of  10.13 am, the NSE Nifty 50 
was nearly flat, rising just 7.30 
points to 24,146.30, while the 
S&P BSE Sensex saw a modest 
increase of  66.37 points to 
79,022.40

Vodafone Idea shares were 
trading 3% higher following 
the release of  its Q1FY25 
results, which showed a 
narrowing of  losses. Read on 
to see how brokerages have 
assessed the telco's 
performance.

New Delhi   In 2018, when Chipotle was alongside hundreds of thousands of a deluge of mobile orders have 
reeling from multiple food poisoning d e v o t e d  p a r t n e r s , ”  N i c c o l  damaged the in-store experience at 
outbreaks that had sickened 1,100 said.Starbucks shares jumped 24.5% Starbucks, and Niccol will have to 
people, the company called Taco Bell Tuesday on the news, recapturing all of d e v e l o p  a  p l a n  t o  f l i p  t h a t  
CEO Brian Niccol to turn things their losses for the year.However, around.Starbucks — along with other 
around.As Chipotle’s chairman and Niccol faces far larger and deeper big brands like McDonald’s — is also 
CEO, Niccol beefed up marketing and challenges at Starbucks, which has confronting U.S. consumers who are 
product innovation, added a loyalty 38,000 stores worldwide compared to increasingly looking for value and 
p rogram and  improved  s to re  Chipotle’s largely U.S.-based chain of deals. Niccol will have to convince 
operations. He also instituted 3,500 restaurants. Niccol has to figure drinkers that a medium Starbucks iced 
employee benefits, like a program that out how to get inflation-weary U.S. coffee — now more than $5 in 
pays employees’ college tuition costs at customers back into stores for its pricey Manhattan — is worth paying for.In 
certain schools.Chipotle’s revenue drinks.“ China, Starbucks’ second-largest 
since then has nearly doubled.On market with 6,500 stores, customers I will pay $9 for a burrito. I’m not sure 
Tuesday, Niccol answered another call, are increasingly opting for coffee from I’m going to pay $9 for a cup of Venti 
this time from Starbucks. The Seattle lower-priced rivals. And in the Middle shaken espresso,” said Nancy Tengler, 
coffee giant named Niccol as its new East and some countries in Europe, CEO of Laffer Tengler Investments, 
chairman and CEO, hoping he can Starbucks is seeing boycotts related to which owns shares in Starbucks and 
revive fading sales and re-establish the Israel-Hamas war.Niccol replaces Chipotle.In the U.S., Starbucks has 
Starbucks as a destination where Laxman Narasimhan, who is stepping struggled to balance demand for 
customers are willing to pay premium down immediately after spending a mobile orders and faster service with 
prices.“I am excited to join Starbucks little more than a year in Starbucks’ top its more traditional role as an upscale 
and grateful for the opportunity to help job. Niccol will become Starbucks’ cafe where customers can gather and 
steward this incredible company, chairman and CEO on Sept. relax. Tengler said long wait times and 

Ex Starbucks CEO's viral post on 
why he doesn't work post 6 PM

Starbucks CEO replaced by Brian Niccol, a fixer who 
revived Chipotle when the chain was in distress

0.2% each.Investors are now looking 
ahead to the US consumer price data for 
July, which will be released after Indian 
market hours and could provide further 
direction for the markets.Dr. V K 
Vi jayakumar,  Chief  Inves tment  
Strategist, Geojit Financial Services, said, 
"The PPI inflation numbers from the US 
indicate softening of inflation, and a 
confirmation of this declining trend is 
likely from the CPI numbers coming 
today.”“The US market moved up 
yesterday in anticipation of this and a rate New Delhi. Benchmark stock market 
cut by the Fed in September. If the rate cut indices opened flat on Wednesday, as 
is by 50bp, the US market will remain gains in information technology (IT) 
resilient lending support to global stocks were balanced out by profit 
markets. This is the likely scenario. On booking across other sectors.As of 10.13 
the other hand, if the Fed disappoints with am, the NSE Nifty 50 was nearly flat, struggled, with the Nifty Financials and MotoCorp fell over 4% after missing 
no rate cut, the market will sell off and this rising just 7.30 points to 24,146.30, while private banking indices each falling profit expectations for the June quarter, 
will have repercussions globally,” he the S&P BSE Sensex saw a modest 0.2%. ICICI Bank saw a drop of 1%, largely due to weaker average prices. 
said.“In India the pattern of FII selling on increase of 66.37 points to 79,022.40.The contributing to the sector's weakness. Similarly, Piramal Enterprises dropped 
valuation concerns and DII buying IT sector showed some strength, gaining 6% following a decline in its net profit for Analysts pointed to ongoig concerns about supported by money flows continues. 0.6%, following data that indicated US the same period.Overall, eight of the 13 the rising cost of deposits, which could Some segments like defence related producer prices rose less than expected in major sectors saw gains, but the broader lead to further profit-taking in Indian stocks which have run far ahead of J u l y ,  h i n t i n g  a t  c o o l i n g  market, particularly small and mid-cap m a r k e t s  g i v e n  t h e  h i g h  f u n d a m e n t a l s  a r e  w i t n e s s i n g  inflation.However, financial stocks stocks, experienced a decline of about valuations.Among other sectors, Hero corrections,” Vijayakumar noted.

Sensex, Nifty trade flat amid profit 
booking; Hero MotoCorp falls 4%

Vodafone Idea shares surge after Q1 results. Should you buy or sell

NEW DELHI: 

Q1FY25 under IND-AS 116, the large 
cash outflows needed to service debt 
could limit upside potential for equity 
holders.MOFSL has projected 
revenue and EBITDA compound 
annual growth rates (CAGR) of 11% 
and 31%, respectively, from FY24 to 
FY26, and set a target price of Rs 15, 
reiterating a ‘Neutral’ stance on the 
stock.Meanwhile, Nuvama remains 
focused on how recent tariff hikes 
migh t  r ev i t a l i se  the  sec to r,  
recognizing that while Vodafone Idea 
is on the path to becoming a 
sustainable entity, it still faces 
significant challenges.The brokerage 
has made minor adjustments to its 
FY25 and FY26 EBITDA estimates Vodafone Idea Ltd (VIL) 
(less than 2% change) and has shares surged following the company’s Exchange.Should you buy, hold or sell? Financial Services (MOFSL) highlighted maintained its target price at Rs 16.50, first-quarter results, where it reported a Check brokerage  v iewsNuvama that limited investments in the network based on an 11 times Sep-26 EV/EBITDA narrowing of losses. The improvement Institutional Equities noted that Vodafone have weakened customer experience, valuation.JM Financial provided a more was largely driven by a rise in average Idea is in a stronger position than it was contributing to subscriber churn. The firm cautious outlook, stating that Vodafone revenue per user (ARPU), thanks to a six months ago, now on a clearer path to believes that meaningful improvements Idea’s long-term viability depends s h i f t  t o w a r d s  4 G,  b e t t e r  d a t a  survival—a clarity that was previously in network investment could take another heavily on substantial government monetisation, and an increase in lacking. However, Nuvama cautioned 2-3 years.Vodafone Idea plans to invest support.In a more optimistic scenario, JM minimum recharge vouchers. that significant progress is still needed Rs 50,000-55,000 crore over the next Financial suggested that the stock's fair Despite a slight dip in revenue and before the stock becomes a strong three years to expand 4G coverage, value could rise to Rs 20 per share if there continued high subscriber churn, several investment candidate."We are closely launch 5G, and boost capacity—crucial are significant tariff hikes, pushing ARPU brokerages have maintained a ‘Neutral’ monitoring key factors such as the pace of steps given the company’s current debt to Rs 200 by FY26 and Rs 300 by FY30.or ‘Hold’ rating on the stock, with price subscriber loss, the impact of tariff hikes, load of Rs 2 lakh crore and annual debt 

However,  JM Financial’s current targets in the range of Rs 15 to Rs 16.50. c a p i t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  ( c a p e x )  servicing requirements of Rs 43,000 
recommendation is a ‘Sell’ with a target On Tuesday, Vodafone Idea's shares closed deve lopments ,  and  upda tes  on  crore starting FY26.
price of Rs 10, citing the many hurdles at Rs 15.48. At around 10:40 am, shares of AGR/spectrum dues," Nuvama stated, MOFSL expressed concern over these that still lie ahead for the telecom the telecom firm were trading over 3% m a i n t a i n i n g  i t s  ‘ H O L D ’  financial pressures, noting that with an operator.higher at Rs 15.97 on the Bombay Stock r ecommenda t ion .Mot i l a l  Oswa l  annualized EBITDA of Rs 80,000 crore in 

NEW DELHI Travel tech firm OYO has reported 
its first-ever profit after tax (PAT) of Rs 229 
crores for FY24, according to the company's 
annual report. This milestone follows eight 
consecutive quarters of positive adjusted 
earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation, and 
amortization (EBITDA). OYO's adjusted 
EBITDA grew by 215% to reach Rs 877 crores 
in FY24, up from Rs 277 crores in FY23.OYO's 
earnings per share (EPS) stood at approximately 
Rs 0.36 in FY24, a significant turnaround from 
the loss per share of Rs 1.93 reported in FY23. 
"One big learning for me over the years is under 
promise and over deliver. Our audited results are 
published post adoption by the board. The effort 
of OYOpreneurs has delivered INR 229 cr net 
profit, exceeding my earlier estimate of INR 100 
cr. Now with Rs 0.36 EPS done, now to Rs 1 EPS 
and beyond at FY25. Lots of improvements still 
left to do. Proud of what we are building 
together," said Ritesh Agarwal, the founder of 
OYO, on X.Agarwal recently invested Rs 830 
crores in the company through his wholly-
owned entity, Patient Capital. This investment 
brings the total funding for the latest round to Rs 
1,457 crores. Capitalizing on its improved 
financials, the company is issuing 7,92,84,312 
"Series G Fully and Compulsory Convertible 
Cumulative Preference Shares" for the 
acquisition of K&J Consulting, which operates 
the premium rental  homes company 
Checkmyguest group from Paris, France.

An OYO spokesperson said, "Checkmyguest has 
a dense presence in Paris, which is one of the 
most visited cities in the world. OYO gets to 
acquire premium homes inventory primarily 
through a share swap over a period of time, in 
addition to some cash outgo for the acquisition, 
which gets quickly offset since it's a cash-
generating business. In addition, its two 
affiliated companies, Studio Prestige, a Paris-
based luxury apartments rental service, and 
Helpmyguest, a property design and renovation 
company, which are part of the deal, provide 
them with the ability to upgrade or transform the 
home interiors for a more premium appeal."

According to the annual report, OYO's inventory 
grew from 12,938 at the end of FY23 to 18,103 
at the end of FY24, driven by sound business 
performance, increased demand, and improved 
market sentiment. However, the company's 
consolidated revenue from operations remained 
stable at approximately Rs 5,388 crores, 
compared to Rs 5,463 crores in the previous 
financial year. This stability reflects the time 
needed for new hotel additions to achieve full 
revenue potential.The company’s total costs 
decreased by about 13% to Rs 4,500 crores in 
FY24 from Rs 5,207 crores in the previous year, 
attributed to a leaner cost structure through 
reductions in general and administrative spend 
and optimized marketing expenses while 
maintaining topline growth.

OYO reports first-ever profit with 
Rs 229 crore PAT for Fy24

sparked widespread discussion online, importance of personal time, noting New Delhi  Starbucks  recent ly  
especially in light of his recent that his workday ends by 6 pm unless an announced a change in leadership, with 
departure from Starbucks.Users also issue is of significant importance.Brian Niccol set to replace Laxman 
shared a video of the former CEO, Naras imhan as  chai rman and Who is Brian Niccol, replacing Laxman 
giving an interview and said, This will CEO.Niccol, the current head of Narasimhan?

Chipotle Mexican Grill, will Brian Niccol has been at the helm of 
officially take on his new role on Chipotle Mexican Grill since March 
September  9 .  Unt i l  then ,  2018, initially as CEO and director, 
Starbucks’ CFO, Rachel Ruggeri, and later as Chairman of the Board 
will serve as the interim CEO. from March 2020. Before his tenure 

This leadership change has stirred at Chipotle, Niccol was the CEO of 
quite a buzz on social media. Taco Bell, where he also held roles 
Among the many discussions, a such as Chief Marketing and 
month-o ld  in te rv iew wi th  Innovation Officer, and President.
Narasimhan has gained viral His career began in brand management 
attention. In the interview, at Procter & Gamble. Niccol has also 
Narasimhan shared his approach held leadership positions at Pizza 
to maintaining work-life balance, Hut and has served on several boards, 

always be remembered as the interview revealing that he does not work beyond including Walmart Inc. and previously 
t ha t  go t  t he  St a rbucks  CEO 6 pm.In the video, Narasimhan KB Home and Harley-Davidson. He 
fired.During the interview with Fortune explains his work boundaries, saying, earned his undergraduate degree from 
Magazine, the 57-year-old Narasimhan “If anyone at Starbucks gets a minute of Miami University and an MBA from 
elaborated on his philosophy of work-my time after 6 pm, they better be sure the University of Chicago Booth 
life balance. He emphasised the that it’s important.”His statement has School of Business.

DoT to discuss Starlink issue 
in ministerial meet

NEW DELHI: The Department of Telecommunications 
(DoT) is set to convene an inter-ministerial meeting this 
week to address security concerns related to granting a 
licence to Elon Musk’s Starlink for satellite broadband 
services in India.While Jio Satellite Communications 
and Bharti-backed OneWeb have secured licences, 
Starlink’s application remains pending on security-
related issues. A senior DoT official confirmed that the 
meeting aims to discuss the potential security 
implications of Starlink’s operations in the country. The 
company has not withdrawn its bid for the Indian 
market.“We are meeting this week to discuss the 
security implications of Starlink services in the country. 
The company has not withdrawn its bid to start its 
services in the country,” said the official. Starlink, along 
with Jio Satellite Communications and OneWeb, had 
applied for the global mobile personal communication 
by satellite services (GMPCS) licence, which offers 
satellite communication services in licensed service 
areas in the country.Jio Satellite Communications and 
OneWeb have received licence to provide satellite 
broadband services in the country. Jeff Bezos-led 
Amazon, too, applied for a licence for its Project Kuiper 
satellite broadband venture. Elon-Musk-led-Starlink’s 
licence application is still pending.As per licensing 
guidelines for Global Mobile Personal Communication 
by Satellite Services (GMPCS), all traffic originating or 
terminating within India must pass through a GMPCS 
Gateway Switch located domestically. Additionally, the 
licence is contingent upon security clearance from an 
inter-ministerial committee.

Awaits security clearance
According to the licensing guidelines, all traffic 

originating or terminating in India must pass through a 
GMPCS Gateway Switch located domestically

NEW DELHI The Supreme Court on Wednesday 
rejected the Centre’s plea for prospective effect of 
its July 25 verdict, which upheld the power of states 
to levy tax on mineral rights and mineral-bearing 
land, and allowed them to seek refund of royalty 
from April 1, 2005 onwards.

A nine-judge Constitution bench headed by Chief 
Justice DY Chandrachud said the argument for 
prospective effect of the July 25 ruling is 
rejected.The bench also comprising justices 
Hrishikesh Roy, Abhay S Oka, BV Nagarathna, JB 
Pardiwala, Manoj Misra, Ujjal Bhuyan, Satish 
Chandra Sharma and Augustine George Masih, 
however, said there will be conditionalities on 
payment of past dues.It said payment of dues by the 
Centre and mining companies can be made to 
mineral-rich states in a staggered manner over the 
next 12 years.The bench, however, directed the 
states to not impose a penalty of any kind on 
payment of dues.The Centre has opposed the 
demand of states for refund of royalty levied on 
mines and minerals since 1989, saying it will impact 
the citizens and the PSUs will have to empty their 
coffers by Rs 70,000 crore according to initial 
estimates.CJI Chandrachud said this verdict will be 
signed by eight-judges of the bench who by 
majority decided the July 25 judgement giving the 
state’s power to levy taxes on mineral rights.He said 
that Justice Nagarathna will not sign Wednesday’s 
verdict as she had given a dissenting view in the July 
25 verdict.In a majority 8:1 verdict on July 25, the 
bench had held that legislative power to tax mineral 
rights vests with states.The verdict had overruled a 
1989 judgement, which held that only the Centre 
has power to impose royalty on minerals and 
mineral-bearing land.Some opposition-ruled 
mineral rich states then sought refund of royalty 
levied by the Centre and taxes from the mining 
companies since the 1989 verdict.

SC Allows States to Seek 
Refund of  Royalty on 
Minerals from Centre, Mining 
Firms from 2005 Onwards

New Delhi  Wholesale inflation in the country declined to 
2.04 per cent in July, according to government data 
released on Wednesday.The wholesale price index 
(WPI) based inflation was at 3.36 per cent in June.The 
Department for promotion of industry and internal trade 
(DPIIT) in a post on X said “the annual rate of inflation 
based on WPI stood at 2.04 % in July 2024 as compared 
to 3.36 % in June, 2024.”The annual rate of inflation for 
Primary Articles of WPI stood at 3.08 per cent in July 
2024, as compared to 8.80 per cent in June 2024.The 
annual rate of inflation for Fuel & Power of WPI 
increased to 1.72 per cent in July 2024, from 1.03 per 
cent in June 2024.The annual rate of inflation of the 
Manufactured Products group of WPI increased to 1.58 
per cent in July 2024, from 1.43 per cent in June 2024, 
the DPIIT posted on X.The decline in July WPI was in 
line with the retail inflation data for the month. Retail 
inflation fell to a 5-year low of 3.54 per cent in July, data 
released earlier this week showed.The Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI), which mainly takes into account retail 
inflation while framing the monetary policy, kept the 
benchmark interest rate or repo rate unchanged for the 
ninth consecutive time in its August monetary policy 
review at 6.5 per cent.

India's Wholesale Inflation 
Dips To 2.04% In July
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Paris Olympics: PR Sreejesh said 

that he wanted to take 

inspiration from Rahul Dravid's 

coaching career. He also talked 

about his aspirations to coach 

the Indian senior team in the 

2036 Olympics.

NEWS BOX

New Delhi  

going 0-2 down. Sachin put his 
hands up in crisis and got to his 
hundred. Batting at No.6, the then 
youngster scored 119 runs from 
189 balls with the help of 17 
fours.India were staring down the 
barrel with their score at 183 for 
six following Kapil Dev’s 
dismissal. From there on, Sachin 
and Manoj Prabhakar put on a 
partnership of 160 runs for the 
seventh wicket to save the day for Back in August 1990, 
the Indian team. He got support Sachin Tendulkar announced his 
from Prabhakar, who made 67 arrival to international cricket after 
runs off 128 balls with the help of scoring his maiden hundred for India. 
eight fours.India went on to lose the best of outings at the Home of Cricket The Master Blaster, who was only 17 years 

the series 0-1 after the third Test at the after getting scores of 10 and 27. In the old back then, played a spectacular knock 
Kennington Oval in London also ended in a Manchester Test, India again got into against England in the second Test of the 
draw. Tendulkar had a memorable series trouble as England scored 519 in their first three-match series at Old Trafford in 
after he scored 245 runs from five innings at innings after opting to bat first.Manchester. Facing the likes of Devon 
an average of 61.25 and a strike-rate of Tendulkar came to their rescue this time Malcolm, Angus Fraser and Eddie 
55.80.23 years later in 2013, Sachin became around. He scored 68 in the first innings, Hemmings did not bother him.
the first cricketer to play 200 Test matches. although India ended up conceding a lead of After losing the opening Test by 247 runs at 
Even after 11 years following his retirement, 87 runs. Chasing a mammoth target of 408, the Lord’s, India found themselves under 
he remains the leading run-scorer in Tests.India had to put in a special effort to avoid immense pressure. Tendulkar did not have 

New Delhi.  

protests that carried on for around a year. January 2023. Last year, Sakshi, India’s only 
woman with an Olympic medal in wrestling, "If you look at it from the other angle, the 
retired after Sanjay Singh replaced Brij protests that took place for 14-15 months, 
Bhushan at the top.the entire wrestling fraternity was disturbed. 

Let alone one category, the wrestlers in other Vinesh Phogat's fate hangs in balance
category struggled as they could not practice Vinesh took part in the Olympics in the 
without national and international women's 50kg category, but her fate hangs in 
tournaments. Hence, the wrestlers could not the balance as it is still not known if 

she will win a medal. The 29-year-
old had become the first Indian 

Sanjay Singh, the WFI chief, woman to qualify for an OIympic 
said that the wrestlers’ protest was the final in wrestling, but she was 
major reason why India could not win disqualified after being found 100 
enough medals in Paris Olympics 2024. grams more than the permissible 
India had sent a six-member contingent, limit at the weigh-ins. Vinesh, in the 
but it was only Aman Sehrawat, who meantime, also retired from 

wrestling amidst the controversy.finished on the podium after he won the 
The Court of Arbitration for Sport bronze medal in the men’s 57kg category. 

(CAS) is yet to deliver a verdict The 21-year-old Sehrawat beat Puerto 
after Vinesh appealed for her silver Rico’s Darian Cruz in the third-place 
medal to be retained. Apart from playoff.Singh, who had taken over from 
Vinesh and Aman, the other Brij Bhushan Singh as the WFI chief last perform well,” Sanjay Singh told India 

wrestlers, Anshu Malik (57kg), Reetika December, said that the wrestlers could not Today.Vinesh Phogat, Bajrang Punia and 
Hooda (76kg), Nisha Dahiya (68kg) and get enough time to prepare for the showpiece Sakshi Malik were a part of the protests 
Antim Panghal (53kg) failed to make an 

against Brij Bhushan that started back in event due to the tensions created by the 
impact.

Olympics: Sanjay Singh blames wrestlers' 
protests for India's poor medal tally

New Delhi. There is a saying, 'Catches win 
matches'. This phrase has stood the test of 
time across the formats in cricket history. 
New Zealand star Mitchell Santner pulled off 
a brilliant catch to dismiss Michael Pepper 
during the Hundred match between London 
Spirit and Northern Superchargers at 
Headingley, Leeds. In an all-important 
match, Northern Superchargers put the 
London Spirit team into bat first with 
Michael Pepper and Keaton Jennings 
opening for them. During the 11th ball of the 
game, Pepper lofted Reece Topley's delivery 
over mid-on.

Santner gave the ball a chase and kept his eyes 
on the ball that was going swirling in the air. 
He charged back from mid-on and completed 
a brilliant catch with a full-stretch dive at 
deep mid-on to dismiss Pepper for three runs. 

The official social media handle of The 
Hundred took to X to share the blinder being 
taken by the Kiwi star player.

Northern Superchargers beat London 
Spirit

The Northern Superchargers kept their hopes 
alive in The Hundred with a crucial rain-
affected victory over London Spirit at 
Headingley. The win places them second in 
the table with 11 points, but their fate now 
hangs in the balance. To secure a place in the 
knockout stages, they must rely on either 
Welsh Fire or Manchester Originals to win 
their upcoming matches.Adil Rashid was the 
star performer for the Superchargers, taking 
3 for 16 in a brilliant bowling display that 
restricted London Spirit to just 111 runs from 
their 100 balls. Rashid, the England leg-
spinner, has been in fine form throughout the 
competition. On Tuesday night, he removed 
key batters Matt Critchley, Shimron 
Hetmyer, and Andre Russell within just 15 
balls, effectively dismantling Spirit's batting 
lineup.For London Spirit, Liam Dawson 
continued to lead with both bat and ball. He 
scored 27 from 19 balls, and alongside 
veteran Ravi Bopara's 31, they managed to 
push the total into triple figures. However, 
the target seemed modest.

Sreejesh ended his career with back-to-back start with the juniors, and Rahul Dravid is an 
Olympic medals after he also clinched example. It's like you develop a bunch of 
bronze three years ago in Tokyo.After players, get them into the senior team and let 
retiring, Sreejesh is also set to start his them follow you," he said."I start this year, 
coaching career after taking charge of the next in 2025, we have the junior World Cup 
Indian junior team. But the veteran said that and in another two years, the senior team 
instead of rushing, he wants to develop a will be playing the World Cup. So may be, 
bunch of players for the future before by 2028, I can produce 20 or 40 players and 
moving on to coach the national team. by 2029, I can have 15-20 players into the 

senior team and by 2030 almost like 30-35 Sreejesh, who has been a hero for India over 
players in the senior side."And 2032, I will the years, has given himself eight years 
be ready for the chief coach's position. If before he thinks about coaching the national 
India gets to host the 2036 Olympic Games, team. He also talked about his aspirations to 
I want to be the India coach," Sreejesh coach India in the 2036 edition of the 
added.As far as Dravid is concerned, he Olympics.

New Delhi. PR Sreejesh said that he wants to recently bowed out as India men’s head PR Sreejesh sets his goals as coach
take cues from Rahul Dravid regarding coach after the T20 World Cup in the West "I want to become a coach. That was always 
shaping his career as a coach. The Indian Indies and USA. He had taken over from my plan but now there is a question of when. 
goa lkeeper  recen t ly  re t i r ed  f rom Ravi Shastri back in November 2021 and After retirement, family comes first. I need Now you have to listen to your wife a little international hockey after India won the helped India gain success across all three to talk with them if they are OK with this. bit," Sreejesh told PTI."The way I wanted is bronze medal in the Paris Olympics 2024. formats.

New Delhi 

the Serie A title with Juventus in 2019-
20, and the Bundesliga with Bayern 
Munich in the 2022-23 season. His 
defensive prowess and leadership 
qualities are highly regarded in 
European football circles.

"Erik ten Hag shaped the early stages of 
my career, so he knows how to get the 
best out of me and I cannot wait to work 
with him again," De Ligt said in a 
statement."I know what it takes to 
succeed at the highest level, and I'm 
determined to continue that record at this 
special club."

‘I know what ten Hag expects’
Mazraoui, now 26, also boasts an Manchester United have made 

impressive resume. He joined Bayern significant additions to their squad, signing 
from Ajax in 2022 and accumulated 55 

Dutch centre-back Matthijs de Ligt and 
appearances in all competitions. Despite 

Moroccan full-back Noussair Mazraoui 
being temporarily sidelined by injury 

from Bayern Munich. The strategic last season, Mazraoui helped Bayern 
acquisitions were finalised on contracts secure the Bundesliga title and the DFL-
that will keep De Ligt at the club until June Supercup in his debut campaign."Erik 
2029 and Mazraoui until June 2028, the ten Hag played an important part in my the pair. Both contracts feature an option to under the stewardship of current 
Premier League club officially announced development as a player, so it is exciting to extend for an additional year, providing Manchester United manager Erik ten Hag, 

be reuniting with him as I enter the prime on Tuesday. United with long-term stability in their during a period in which both players 
years of my career," Mazraoui said.While the specific financial terms were not defensive lineup.Both De Ligt and established themselves as exceptional 

"I know what he expects from his players, and publicly released, reports suggest that Mazraoui have deep roots in Dutch football, talents.25-five-year-old De Ligt brings a 
I will give everything to help the group be Manchester United shelled out over 50 having started their careers at Ajax wealth of experience, having won the 
successful."million pounds (64.32 million dollars) for Amsterdam. Their paths crossed earlier Eredivisie with Ajax in the 2018-19 season, 

PR Sreejesh wants to follow Rahul Dravid's 
footsteps as coach after retirement

Manchester United sign Bayern Munich duo 
Matthijs de Ligt and Noussair Mazraoui

New Delhi. Trent Rockets captain Lewis 
Gregory opened up about the low-scoring 
totals in the ongoing men's Hundred. Gregory 
felt that the 'tired' pitches have been the main 
reason behind the drop in totals this season. 
The average-first innings total slumped from 
155 last time to 133 this season. Previously, 
there were 14 scores of 170-plus and this time 
it has only been one so far in 2023. Many 
players like Liam Livingstone blamed the ball, 
which deviates more than the standard-issue 
white Kookaburra, because of the extra 
lacquer required for branding of The Hundred.

"I don't think the surfaces have been particularly 
great across the board," he told the media. 
"These balls do seem to swing a fraction more 
than the normal white Kookaburras that we 
use in the Blast. I just think the combination of 
that and some tired pitches at the back end of 
an English season has made it quite difficult 
for free-flowing striking."

Low scores in The Hundred
However, the balls are known to be exactly of 

the same specifications as last year and 
Gregory felt that the "tired" pitches are to be 
blamed."You're seeing the ball get off straight 
a lot, which obviously makes it difficult to 
whack out of the park when the ball is moving 
around," Gregory said. "There's a lot of cricket 
throughout the English summer and [we are] 
coming towards the back end. There are a few 
tired wickets that bring spinners into the game, 
and then there's a few wickets that have done a 
lot for the seamers."The Hundred is being held 
at the same eight venues as in previous season, 
but the UK has experienced an unusually high 
level of rainfall this year, which contributed to 
groundstaff's challenges.

English surfaces haven't 
been great across The 

Hundred: Lewis Gregory

New Delhi  Sreeja Akula reached her career-
best ranking of No.21 in the world after her 
campaign in the Paris Olympics 2024. She 
also attained the highest ranking by an 
Indian table tennis player. From being 
ranked No.89 at the start of the year, the 26-
year-old has climbed the ladder briskly. She 
recently became only the second Indian 
paddler after Manika Batra to reach the 
Round of 16 of a table tennis event at the 
Olympics.In the quarterfinal on her 26th 
birthday, Sreeja made World No.1 Sun 
Yingsha of China work hard. But after 
fetching nine game points in the first two 
sets, Sreeja failed to hold her nerves. The 
youngster started with a dominating 4-0 win 
over Christina Kallberg of Sweden, after 
which she beat Singapore’s Zeng Jian 4-2.

But Sreeja failed to show the same dominance 
against Sun, losing 0-4. She was also a part 
of the Indian women’s team that advanced 
to the quarterfinal where they lost to 
Germany. She partnered Manika and 
Archana Kamath.

Sreeja Akula to miss Ultimate Table Tennis
Sreeja, in the meantime, has been ruled out of 

the Ultimate Table Tennis 2024. In a 
statement, she said that he decided to pull 
out after suffering a stress fracture. Sreeja 
said that she needs around six weeks to 
attain full fitness.“I’m sorry to share that 
I’ve been diagnosed with a stress fracture 
and on my doctor’s advice, I’ll need to rest 
for six weeks, which unfortunately means I 
won’t be able to participate in UTT 2024,” 
Sreeja said.Apart from doing well in the 
Olympics, Sreeja also made a mark in the 
2022 Commonwealth Games after winning 
gold in mixed doubles with Achanta 
Sharath Kamal. Back in June, Sreeja also 
became the first Indian table tennis player to 
win a WTT (World Table Tennis) Contender 
single title.

'Flying' Mitchell Santner's 
come-from-behind catch in 

The Hundred viral

ZParis Olympics: WFI president Sanjay 

Singh said that India could not win 

enough medals in wrestling as the 

wrestlers did not get enough time to 

prepare for the quadrennial event.

TT star Sreeja Akula 
reaches historic 

career-best ranking 
after Paris Olympics

OTD: 17-year-old Sachin Tendulkar 
announces arrival with maiden India century

Matthijs de Ligt and Noussair 

Mazraoui will play for the 

Manchester United after making a 

move from Bayern Munich. The 

Bayern Munich duo were 

reportedly roped in for over 50 

million pounds.

On This Day: Sachin 
Tendulkar scored his maiden 
century for India back in 
August 1990 in a Test match 
against England at the Old 
Trafford in Manchester.
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