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Sirsa Dera chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim
walks out of jail on 21-day furlough

Simmi Kaur Babbar
Chandigarh, August 13: Dera Sacha

Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim on
Tuesday walked out of Rohtak’s Sunaria
jail on a 21-day furlough. He was released
after Rohtak Divisional Commissioner
passed an order in his favour. During his
temporary release period, the Dera chief
will go to Baghpat ashram in Uttar
Pradesh. On August 9, the Punjab and
Haryana High Court disposed of the
SGPC’s petition which challenged the
grant of temporary release to Ram Rahim,
observing that a plea for temporary
release be considered by the competent
authority without any “arbitrariness or
favourtism”. Ram Rahim in June this year
had moved the high court, seeking direc-
tions to grant him a 21-day furlough. On
February 29, the high court had asked the
Haryana Government not to grant further
parole to the Dera Sacha Sauda chief with-
out its permission. Ram Rahim is serving a
20-year jail term for raping two of his disci-
ples. He was granted a 50-day parole on
January 19. The Dera chief and three oth-

ers were also convicted in 2019 for the
murder of a journalist more than 16 years

ago. In May this year, the high court had
acquitted Ram Rahim and four others in
the 2002 murder of sect’s former manager
Ranjit Singh, citing “tainted and sketchy”

investigations in the matter. A special CBI
court had sentenced them to life imprison-

ment in the nearly 20-year-old murder
case. Ram Rahim had been held guilty of
hatching a criminal conspiracy with his co-
accused.

CBI takes over Kolkata doctor rape-murder case
Naresh Malhotra

Kolkata, August 13: The CBI on Tuesday
took over investigation in the alleged rape and
murder of a woman doctor in a medical college
in Kolkata,  officials said. The agency swiftly
completed all the formalities within hours of
the Calcutta High Court order directing the
state police to hand over the case documents to
the central probe agency. A team of CBI offi-
cials from Delhi along with forensic scientists
and medical experts will visit Kolkata on
Wednesday, they said. Earlier, the Calcutta
High Court ordered the transfer of probe into
the alleged rape and murder of the trainee doc-
tor at RG Kar Medical College and Hospital
from the Kolkata Police to the CBI. A wide-
spread agitation by junior doctors has crippled
state health care services for the fifth day, with
the functioning of even emergency and out-
door departments coming to a halt in most
state-run hospitals. The high court directed
the city police to hand over the case diary to
the central probe agency by this evening, and
all other documents by 10 am on Wednesday.
The direction was passed in the wake of a peti-
tion moved by the victim's parents praying for
a court-monitored probe and multiple other
PILs seeking probe transfer to the CBI. The

interim order came five days after the grue-
some incident had come to light and five days
ahead of the probe dead-
line of Sunday issued to
the police by Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee, beyond which
she had vowed to hand
over investigations to
the central agency. The
body of the postgraduate
trainee with severe
injury marks all over
was found inside the
seminar hall of the state-
run hospital's chest
department on Friday
morning. The prelimi-
nary autopsy report sug-
gested she was subject-
ed to violent sexual
assault. Despite the
Kolkata Police arresting a civic volunteer
named Sanjay Roy, in this connection on
Saturday, the move failed to silence the clam-
our of allegations of a botched up investigation
and evidence tampering which have now snow-
balled into an outrage of junior doctors spread-
ing across medical campuses of the state and

beyond. The state's joint platform of doctors
has called for strike at Out Patient

Departments in all government and private
hospitals of the state on Wednesday to protest
the RG Kar Hospital incident. On Tuesday, a
Calcutta High Court division bench presided
by Chief Justice T S Sivagnanam also urged
agitating doctors in the state to call off their
cease-work, maintaining that there is a “pious

obligation” on their part to treat patients who
come to government hospitals. Junior doctors

and interns across West Bengal
continued their cease-work on
Tuesday, protesting against the
incident and demanding adequate
security for hospital staff. The
probe transfer order was passed
following the court's observation
that no significant progress in
investigations was made by the
police in the past five days, a con-
clusion that the bench reached
after going through the case diary
it had summoned to court and
hearing arguments of all parties
involved. 

The bench further observed it
was disheartening to note that the
role of the RG Kar Medical College
principal, Sandip Ghosh, was not
proactive where he or the hospital

superintendent took no initiative to file a mur-
der complaint for the gruesome death which
happened inside the campus and not on the
streets outside. The state had earlier submitted
that the police registered an unnatural death
case instead of rape and murder since there
were no immediate complaints. 

Congress to launch national campaign demanding
SEBI chief's resignation, constitution of JPC

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, August 13: The

Congress would launch a
national campaign around var-
ious issues including the
demand for resignation of the
SEBI chief and constituting a
joint parliamentary committee
(JPC) to probe the link
between the market regulator
SEBI and the Adani Group.
This was decided in a meeting
of AICC general secretaries,
in-charges and Pradesh
Congress Committee presi-
dents, held here on Tuesday,
under the chairmanship of
par ty chief Mallikarjun
Kharge. “The shocking revela-
tions of nexus between SEBI
and Adani needs to a thorough
investigation. The money of small
investors in the stock market can’t
be jeopardised. Modi Govt must
immediately seek the resignation of

SEBI chairperson and constitute a
JPC in this regard”, Kharge said in a
message posted by him on the X

after the meeting. “The pressing
issues of unemployment and uncon-
trolled inflation and depletion of
household savings are our focus.
The poor and middle class have
been betrayed”, Kharge fur ther

wrote. Kharge wrote that continued
attack on the Constitution by the
BJP and the demand for a caste cen-

sus would also promi-
nently feature in the
campaign. The
Congress would contin-
ue its fight in demand-
ing legal guarantee of
MSP for farmers. The
Agnipath Scheme
imposed on our patriotic
youth must be scrapped,
Kharge wrote under-
scoring two more impor-
tant demands raised by
the party. “Train derail-
ments have become a
norm, as crores of pas-
sengers suffer. Climate

related disasters and collapsing
infrastructure is also a cause of con-
cern”, the Congress chief said,
adding that a nationwide protest is
being planned by the party around
these demands.

Elected minister should hoist tricolour on Independence
Day, politics over it unfortunate: Manish Sisodia

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, August 13: Amid a contro-

versy over who hoists the flag at the
Delhi government’s
Independence Day ceremony
here, senior AAP leader Manish
Sisodia Tuesday assailed Lt
Governor V K Saxena, saying
there should be no problem with
an elected minister doing it. The
Delhi government’s General
Administration Department has
refused to comply with its minis-
ter Gopal Rai’s direction to make
arrangements for Education
Minister Atishi to hoist the nation-
al flag as per a letter by Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal to the
LG. However, the LG office has
maintained that no letter from
Kejriwal, who is in judicial custody, has
been received. Tihar jail authorities have
said the CM’s letter was not sent to the

LG because it was not permitted accord-
ing to prison rules. Sisodia said it is “very
unfortunate” that “such petty politics” is
being done on the auspicious occasion of

Independence Day. “I read in the papers
that when a conman Sukesh writes letter,
the Tihar administration duly submits it
to the LG office. The LG too promptly

takes action on it. But, when the Delhi
chief minister writes a letter, the LG asks
Tihar officials not to send it to him,” said
Kejriwal’s former deputy. The LG office

should ideally have asked the Tihar
Jail director general’s office to send
Chief Minister Kejriwal’s letter, he
said. “But, they have nothing to do
with independence or the country.
People like Sukesh are beloved to
them.” The elected government or
any minister should hoist the flag,
he asserted. “I do not see any diffi-
culty in it.” “But, expecting demo-
cratic, constitutional (norms) from
the LG and his boss is meaningless.
Only dictatorship is expected from
them and that is what we do,”
Sisodia charged. Chief Minister
Kejriwal, who would have hoisted

the flag at the Delhi government’s
Independence Day function, is currently
lodged in the Tihar jail in an excise poli-
cy-related case.

Supreme Court closes contempt case
against Patanjali Ayurved, Baba
Ramdev and Acharya Balkrishna

ST Correspondent
New Delhi, August 13: The Supreme Court on

Tuesday closed contempt proceedings against
Patanjali Ayurved and its co-founders Baba Ramdev
and his close aide Acharya Balkrishna in the mislead-
ing advertisements case after they undertook to cease
issuing misleading advertisements and claims regard-
ing the company’s products. A Bench led by Justice
Hima Kohli said the contempt proceedings were being
closed accepting the apology tendered by the parties
after they took steps to rectify their mistake. The
Bench – which also included Ahsanuddin Amanullah

— however, warned them against repeating their past
conduct, saying it would reopen the proceedings if
they did anything in future in violation of its orders.
The top court had initiated contempt proceedings
against Patanjali Ayurved, Baba Ramdev and Acharya
Balkrishna on a petition filed by Indian Medical
Association (IMA) against Patanjali’s advertisements
attacking allopathy and making claims about curing
certain diseases. On March 19, it had ordered the per-
sonal appearance of Ramdev and Balkrishna after
being told that the replies to the contempt notice were
not filed. Ramdev and Balkrishna had assured the
court on November 21, 2023, that they would not make
any “casual statements claiming medicinal efficacy, or
against any system of medicine”. But the very next day
Ramdev held a press conference and said remedies for
blood pressure were “lies spread by allopathy”. On
December 4, the company had issued a similar adver-
tisement, inviting the wrath of the top court. The court
had on February 27 this year issued a contempt notice
to Patanjali Ayurved, its managing director Balkrishna
and Ramdev for flouting earlier orders and taking the
entire country for a ride. The top court had temporari-
ly restrained Patanjali Ayurved from advertising or
branding its products meant to address diseases/dis-
orders specified in the Drugs and Magic Remedies
(Objectionable Advertisements) Act, 1954.

Sanjay Kumar
Dhaka, August 13:

Bangladesh's interim govern-
ment has set up a hotline ask-
ing people to provide informa-
tion about attacks on Hindu
temples, churches or any other
religious institutions, amid
reports of vandalisation of reli-
gious places, businesses and
properties of minorities follow-
ing the ouster of prime minister
Sheikh Hasina. The Ministry of
Religious Affairs has requested
to provide information about
attacks on religious institutions,
Bengali language daily
Prothom Alo reported on
Tuesday. "If a temple, church,
pagoda or any other religious
institution is attacked by mis-
creants, it is requested to report
its information by calling this
mobile number 01766-843809
or by sending a small mes-
sage," the paper reported, cit-
ing a notification issued by the
ministry on Monday. Religious
Affairs Adviser to the interim

government AFM Khalid
Hossain has condemned
recent attacks on religious insti-
tutions belonging to minorities.
During a press briefing at the
secretariat on Monday, Khalid
confirmed that complaints had
been received about attacks on
minority homes and religious
sites. He assured ongoing sup-
port for these communities.
Hossain announced that
deputy commissioners are
compiling a list of damages. On
Tuesday, interim government's
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus reached out to the dis-
tressed Hindu community
members and assured them
that his government would
punish those responsible for
attacks on the minorities.
Yunus, 84, who took charge as
the Chief Advisor on Thursday,
visited the Dhakeshwari
National Temple where he
urged the people to “exercise
patience” before judging his
government. "Rights are equal
for everyone. 

BJP MP Jagdambika Pal to
head joint panel on Waqf bill

New Delhi, August 13: Senior BJP Lok Sabha
member Jagdambika Pal will head the joint committee
of Parliament set up to examine the contentious Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, officials said on Tuesday. Amid
protests by the opposition in the Lok Sabha on its pro-
visions, the government had decided to refer the bill
to a joint committee of the two Houses. The joint panel
has 31 members -- 21 from the Lok Sabha and 10 from
the Rajya Sabha -- and will submit its report by the
next session. The Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha on
Friday last adopted a motion moved by Union
Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju, who also holds
the parliamentary affairs portfolio, naming the mem-
bers to be part of the committee. A formal notification
naming Pal as the chairperson of the joint committee
is set to be issued shortly, the officials said. In the
Lower House, 12 members of the panel are from the
ruling National Democratic Alliance (NDA), including
eight from the BJP, and nine from the opposition. In
the Upper House, four are from the BJP, four from the
opposition, one from the YSRCP, which has opposed
the Bill, and one is a nominated member. The Bill was
introduced in the Lok Sabha on Thursday and
referred to a joint committee of Parliament after a
heated debate, with the government asserting the
proposed law did not intend to interfere with the func-
tioning of mosques and the opposition calling it target-
ing of Muslims and an attack on the Constitution.

Bangladesh interim government sets
up hotline, urges people to provide

info about attacks on temples

Indian visa centre in Dhaka
resumes ‘limited operations’

Dhaka, August 13: The Indian Visa
Application Centre (IVAC) here
resumed “limited operations” on
Tuesday, days after Bangladesh saw
violent clashes which led to the ouster
of prime minister Sheikh Hasina.
Hasina, 76, resigned and fled to India
last week following widespread
protests against her Awami League-led
government over a controversial job
quota system. In a press release, IVAC
announced the resumption of limited
operations in its Dhaka centre. “IVAC
(JFP) Dhaka has resumed limited oper-
ations. Messages will be sent to individ-
ual applicants regarding (the) collec-
tion of passports,” the press release
said. “Because of limited operations,
the process may take longer. We
request your understanding,” it said.
Last week, the IVAC announced the
closure of all visa centres in the coun-
try until further notice due to the
unstable situation after the fall of the
Hasina-led Awami League government,
Somoy TV news channel reported. The
National Emergency Hotline Service
has been restored as of Tuesday,
according to the Dhaka Tribune news-
paper. From Monday, police officers
returned to different police stations
and traffic police personnel also went
back to work.

Money-laundering
charges framed against
TMC MP Saket Gokhale

New Delhi, August 13: A special
PMLA court in Ahmedabad has framed
criminal charges, under the anti-money
laundering law, against TMC's Rajya
Sabha MP Saket Gokhale on Tuesday, the
Enforcement Directorate said. The money
laundering case against Gokhale stems
from a Gujarat Police FIR in connection

with alleged misuse of money he had col-
lected through crowd-funding. "The Ld
Principal District and Sessions Judge,
Ahmedabad (Rural) and designated
Special Court PMLA, Ahmedabad today
framed criminal charges against Saket
Gokhale, MP Rajya Sabha and national
spokesperson of All India Trinamool
Congress under the provisions of
Prevention of Money Laundering Act,
2002...," the ED said in a statement. It said
a charge sheet was filed against the 31-
year-old MP under the anti-money laun-
dering law last year. "Charges against him
for the scheduled offence in the police
case (Gujarat Police) had also been
framed," it said. The special court had also
rejected the application filed by Gokhale
under Section 309 of the CrPC for keeping
the proceedings under PMLA, 2002 in
abeyance till the case of scheduled
offence registered against him is decided
by the court, the ED said. The state police
had arrested Gokhale from Delhi in
December 2022 in a case of alleged mis-
use of money he had collected through
crowd-funding. The ED had informed the
court that "huge amounts of money col-
lected through crowd funding (by
Gokhale) have been splurged on specula-
tive share trading, wining and dining and
other personal expenses which appear to
be extravagant in nature". Gokhale, how-
ever, had denied that he misused these
funds.



Seizure at airport leads sleuths to 
‘dense jungle’ in Chennai's Kolathur

Greater Cochin Development Authority to undertake 
urgent repairs worth Rs 13.40L at Mundamveli flats

CHENNAI. Of the nearly 10 lakh beneficiaries 
receiving a monthly honorarium of Rs 1,000 
through cooperative banks under the Kalaignar 
Magalir Urimai Thogai (KMUT) scheme, about 
60% of them have not been withdrawing the full 
amount within the same month, indicating a 
healthy trend among these women to save part of 
the money for future use, official sources from the 
cooperative department said.

According to officials, about 50,000 of these 
KMUT beneficiaries have opened recurring 
deposit (RD) accounts with their respective 
cooperative banks, with monthly savings ranging 
from Rs 300 to Rs 500. RDs offer higher interest 
rate than regular savings accounts. Cooperative 
banks are also offering 8% interest on RD 
accounts for KMUT beneficiaries, compared to 
the usual 7% offered to other RD account holders.

A senior official said, “We found that nearly 60% of 
KMUT recipients did not withdraw their 
entitlements in full every month. A chunk of them 
withdrew funds partially once in two months or 
three to six months. So, we encouraged them to 
transfer these funds to RD accounts, which offer 
8% interest compared to the 4% earned in savings 
accounts.”

He further said accumulating funds in RD accounts 
over one or two years can provide significant 
financial support for these families.

‘Interest on RD indirect benefit of govt scheme for 
households’

Especially for families that often borrow from 
usurers in emergencies, the official added.

“This (interest from RD accounts) has turned out to 
be an indirect benefit of the KMUT scheme for 
women households. We are planning to open two 
lakh RDs through KMUT recipients,” he said.

The cooperative banks, owned by the state 
government, mobilise funds through public 
deposits and extend credit for agricultural and 
non-agricultural activities. The minimum deposit 
amount for RD accounts has been reduced to ̀ 100 
per month. 

Where Shamsia bats life’s curve 
balls with new determination

The repairs aim to address issues such as building leaks and septic tank overflows.

CHENNAI. Chief Minister MK Stalin on conducted to assess the needs of any along Marina Loop Road. The facility now constructed without consultations with 
Monday inaugurated a fish market on remaining vendors from the area. He added includes a dedicated fish cleaning area and residents of the fishing hamlets and was not 
Marina Loop Road near Nochikuppam. that corporation-owned land along the a parking lot that could accommodate more in line with their needs.

K Bharathi, President of South Indian The market, built at a cost of Rs 9.97 crore, stretch could be utilised to construct a than 100 cars. It also has an effluent 
Fisheries Welfare Association told  that a comprises 366 stalls, of which 332 have second complex if the need arises. treatment plant, toilets, and drinking water 
meeting will be held with people from the been allocated to fish vendors, on the basis Corporation officials also said that facilities.

The corporation had been facing stiff fishing villages in the area on Tuesday of an enumeration in 2019. contracts are to be awarded for the 
Greater Chennai Corporation Commissioner opposition from the fisherfolk community evening.operation and maintenance of the fish 

 “Officially, we have not been informed what J Kumaragurubaran told TNIE that there ever since it initiated the construction of the market.
the rents are going to be. We will also are requests to increase the number of stalls The corporation took up the market’s new complex. Last year, a group of 
discuss maintenance and allocation,” from 366 to 500 from vendors who claim to construction following a court directive to fishermen took to the streets with their 
Bharathi said.be left out. An enumeration will be remove encroachments by fish vendors boats noting that the structure was being 

Tamil Nadu CM Stalin opens new fish market along 
Marina loop road, 332 stalls allocated

News box

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM . In a bizarre 
crime, a woman facilitated her husband’s 
abuse of a minor girl in their neighbourhood 
to save their marriage. The husband forced 
the woman to help him after he discovered 
her extramarital affair. The Attingal police 
on Monday arrested a young couple for 
sexually abusing a 15-year-old girl for the 
past four years, since April 2021.

The couple was booked under relevant 
sections of the Pocso Act and remanded to 
judicial custody.The man forced his wife to 
groom the girl for him to take vengeance, the 
police said. Goaded by her husband, the 
woman befriended the girl and brought her 
in touch with him.

“After discovering that the wife had an 
extramarital affair, her husband forced her 
to facilitate the abuse of the girl. He 
threatened her, saying that was the only way 
to save their marriage.

After being continually pressed by her 
husband, the woman agreed to cooperate 
with his scheme.She developed a deep 
friendship with the girl and lured her into the 
trap. She escorted the girl to their house and 
helped her husband abuse her on multiple 
occasions,” a police officer said.

The harrowing episode had a telling effect on 
the girl’s mental health. She became reticent 
and gloomy and the teachers of her school 
noticed the changes in her. It was on the 
insistence of one of her teachers that a 
counsellor was brought in to handle the 
matter.During the counselling session, the 
girl revealed her ordeal, following which the 
police was apprised of the happening. The 
couple confessed to their crime during 
questioning, police sources said.

The husband forced the woman to help him 
after he discovered her extramarital affair

Thiruvananthapuram: 
Woman helps husband 
abuse minor; couple 
held

KOCHI. The issue of overcrowding in the 
trains operating within the state once again 
came to light on Monday after three women 
passengers fainted on board the Tirunelveli-
Palakkad Palaruvi Express when the train 
made a 30-minute stop at Mulanthuruthy 
station to make way for the Vande Bharat 
service.

Of the three women who fainted, two were 
accommodated in the disabled coach while 
the other was offered a seat in the guard 
compartment. The disabled coach was later 
opened up to accommodate more female 
passengers, owing to overcrowding in the 
ladies’ compartment.

Following the incident, disgruntled passengers 
staged a protest at Ernakulam Town railway 
station due to the frequent prolonged halts at 
Mulanthuruthy.“Out of the 14 coaches in the 
Palaruvi Express, only 10 are available for 
regular commuters, as the rest are reserved. 
This leads to severe overcrowding, especially 
during rush hours,” says Ajas Vadakkedam, 
executive member of Friends on Rails.

Passengers also pointed out the lack of train 
services in the time slot between Palaruvi 
Express and Venad Express, leading to both 
trains operating beyond their maximum 
capacity. “Forget seating, it is a miracle if we 
get room to stand,” he says.

According to Ajas, the passengers’ main 
demand is to increase the number of coaches 
and consider halting the train at Tripunithura 
instead of Mulanthuruthy. They believe that 
introducing a MEMU service in the one-and-
a-half-hour gap between Palaruvi Express 
and Venad Express would resolve the issue.

Overcrowding: 
Passengers protest 
after three women faint 
on board Palaruvi 
Express

KOCHI: The National Highways Authority of 
India (NHAI) is set to commence the 
construction of a ‘Push-Through’ culvert on 
Moolepadam Road in Kalamassery. The 
initiative is expected to put an end to the 
long-standing issue of waterlogging that has 
been plaguing the area for over 30 years.

“The measure is part of efforts to find a 
scientific solution to the issue. The culvert 

construction has been 
taken up after the PWD 
c o m p l e t e d  t h e  
renovat ion  of  the  
bylane road and a 
c u l v e r t  a t  t h e  
Moolepadam Nagar. 
This is the first of the 

three culverts that the NHAI is constructing 
on the highway stretch,” said Industries 
Minister P Rajeeve, who visited the area on 
Monday.The construction of the culvert, 
being taken up at a cost of `3.5 crore, is 
expected to be completed in six months. 
Minister Rajeeve also highlighted the need 
for the construction of a railway culvert as 
the next step in achieving a comprehensive 
solution. “ The water will seep into railway 
lines once the culvert on the national 
highway gets completed. We’re hoping to 
get the nod of the railways at the earliest,” the 
minister added.

Moolepadam Road to 
get ‘push-through’ 
culverts soon

Win-win for beneficiaries, co-ops: 
Scores of  women save part of  Urimai 

Thogai in Tamil Nadu

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM .  Kerala 
and India as a whole is a challenging space 
for persons with disabilities. However, 
what happens if the system and the 
government agencies that should aid 
persons with disabilities turn villain? 
Shamsia Fathima Moideen has been 
facing such a situation over the years.

It is not as if she is ineligible! “I am a post-
graduate degree holder in commerce and 
also have a Diploma in Computerised 
Professional Accounting Course (C-
PAC),” says Shamsia.A native of 
Thodupuzha, Shamsia suffers from brittle 
bone disease and is a wheelchair user. But 
the disease hasn’t doused her spirit to fight 
for her right to live a dignified life.“I have 
70 per cent disability. And the government 
does provide people with disabilities with 
job reservations. But if you are to take a 
survey of the government departments in 
the state, you won’t find people like me 

times and over the years,” says the 38- startup company Jaffar Sadique and working in any capacity,” says Shamsia.
year-old whose never-say-die spirit has Fazalu Rehman, head of Operations Shamsia’s bad luck began when she applied 
made her forge ahead by overcoming all (India), called me and offered me the job,” for jobs advertised by the government 
the hurdles that life threw her way. says Shamsia.She recounts how her departments. “I would clear the tests and 

parents are her rock. “My father, who She says, “All of my acquaintances knew then get the interview call letter. However, 
retired from the BSNL, used to drop me about my bitter experiences. One day, a at the interview, they would tell me that I 
off at the school and pick me up every day. friend called me up to inform about a job was not suitable for the job. The reason? I 
This continued even during my college opportunity he came across on Instagram won’t be able to go around and pick up 
days,” she says.However, she says that the about a company. And he managed to get files!”Another issue they highlighted was 
fact that her parents were government connect me to the owner of the firm. He that if they were to appoint her, they would 
employees always backfired.“I was even talked to the owner about me.”have to create another post — a helper to 
deemed ineligible for grants and even aid her in daily work. “It would be an However, at that time work-from-home 
quota,” she says adding that if this job additional financial burden on the option was not available, she adds. “The 
hadn’t come her way she was planning on company or department. Hence, they owner promised that if an opportunity 
launching a venture. Shamsia is now would reject me,” she adds. arrived, he would consider hiring me. So, 
preparing for PSC test to land a my friend sent in my CV. After going This was not a situation that she faced in a 
government job.   through my CV, the CEO and MD of the single job interview. “It happened many 

leaks in the flats and toilets, add Kochi Corporation, to inspect and report on KOCHI. Following numerous 
shades to open areas, and the Mundamveli issues, is still pending. complaints about the poor 
include the installation of a Meanwhile, Kochi Corporation plans to construction quality at the 
Sewage Treatment Plant (STP), undertake tress work of the entire complex Mundamveli flat complex, where 
pending final approval from the to prevent further leakage. “When we were former residents of the P&T 
state government,” the official relocated from the old P&T Colony in Colony have been relocated, the 
added. Kammatipadam in January, we had high Greater Cochin Development 

hopes, but the current situation is far worse. Authority (GCDA) is set to In parallel, GCDA has initiated 
Water leaks from upper-floor flats whenever undertake urgent repairs valued at proceedings to terminate the 
those residents use their bathrooms, making Rs 13.40 lakh. contract with TDLC due to 
it difficult for some of us to even cook,” said substandard construction. These repairs aim to address issues 
Abhilash P Parameshwaran, president of the “We’ve decided to terminate such as building leaks and septic 
P&T Apartment Residents Association.the contractor this week. tank overflows. “After our 

However, they will still be However, the most pressing issue is the engineering team conducted 
required to perform the overflowing septic tanks. “Currently, the inspections, we’ve outlined repair 
temporary repairs, while the GCDA clears the septic waste every third works worth Rs 13.40 lakh. The 
GCDA wil l  oversee the day, but this is not sustainable. We need a Thrissur District Labour Contract 
permanent solutions,” the permanent solution,” he added. The new flat Society (TDLC), the original 
official said. complex at Mundamveli, constructed under contractor, will carry out these 

A special GCDA team is scheduled to inspect the LIFE Mission project, houses 77 former repairs under the terms of the agreement, Additionally, the formation of a sub-
the Mundamveli flat complex on Tuesday to residents  of  the P&T Colony in within the defect notification period,” a committee comprising representatives from 
finalise the repairs. “The work will address Kammattipadam.senior GCDA official said. multiple agencies, including the GCDA and 

exotic animals, including t h e  c u s t o m s  p r o b e  either smuggled or in the process of CHENNAI. In one of the biggest 
one  S iamang Gibbon concludes. being trafficked to foreign crackdowns on wildlife trafficking 
( m o n k e y  n a t i v e  t o  countries. The house is suspected in the city, officials from airport However, in coordination 
Indonesia and Thailand), to be the ‘transit point’ from where customs and the Wildlife Crime with the WCCB and the 
two Sunda flying lemur (a it is sent to buyers for a price, Control Bureau (WCCB) along wildlife warden, the 
bat-like mammal native to sources said. Multiple sources said with the Tamil Nadu Wildlife sleuths managed to secure 
Myanmar, Indonesia and seizing exotic and native wildlife Warden seized as many as 22 details of an address in 
Thailand), one red foot in the same case, and catching the animals belonging to seven exotic Kolathur in connection 
tortoise, five Indo-chene wildlife carrier and receiver species that reached Chennai with the case. They raided 
box turtles, nine four-eyed together were unprecedented airport from Thailand. The seizure the house on Sunday, and 
turtles, one keeled box turtle, instances in the state.further led them to a two-storey to their utter shock, the 
two green pythons and one house in Kolathur where several t w o - s t o r e y  h o u s e  A senior wildlife official noted that a 
white-lipped python.hundreds of other animals were contained hundreds of detailed investigation will be held 

stored. Except for the lemur, all the native and exotic species into the ‘forward and backward’ 
other species are protected of animals like star linkages of the case. The exotic It all began when Mohammed Meera 
u n d e r  t h e  W i l d l i f e  tortoise, Indian roofed species were fed food and water as Sardharali arrived in Chennai on 
Protection Act and the turtle, tricarinate hill turtle, per the advice of WCCB officials Air Asia flight FD 153 at 11.10 pm C u s t o m s  s l e u t h s  a r r e s t e d  
C I T E S  ( C o n v e n t i o n  o n  black pond turtle and royal ball and sent back to Thailand, the on Saturday. Air Customs sleuths Sardharali and a receiver named 
International Trade in Endangered pythons. No human was found in customs said in an official interrogated him and in his Mohammed Ithris from outside the 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora). the house. All the animals were statement. checked-in bag, they found 22 airport. In most cases, this is where 

 

Greater Chennai Corporation Commissioner J Kumaragurubaran told  that there are requests to increase the 
number of stalls from 366 to 500 from vendors who claim to be left out.

In coordination with the WCCB and the wildlife warden, the sleuths managed to secure details of an address in Kolathur in connection with the case.

A native of Thodupuzha, Shamsia suffers from brittle bone disease and is a wheelchair user but the 

disease hasn’t doused her spirit to fight for her right to live a dignified life.
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GURGAON. The city woke up to a wet daily.Several key stretches like Monday. It was 4.6 notches above 
morning  on  Monday.  Res idents  Sohna Road, Sector 31, Huda City normal. The night temperature too 
experienced light to moderate showers Centre metro station road and Iffco saw a marginal decline. At 26 
throughout the night, providing a much- Chowk witnessed traffic congestion degrees, it was 0.3 notches above 
needed respite from hot and humid during the day. "I was stuck in traffic no rma l .  Sunday ' s  m in imum 
weather.The rain, however, ceased after around 12pm at Sohna underpass for temperature was 26.9 degrees.IMD 
9am, giving way to sporadic drizzle and more than 30 minutes. Swift has predicted more spells of 
light showers in isolated areas. The city resolution to the waterlogging moderate to heavy showers over the 
r e c o r d e d  6 6 . 5 m m  r a i n  t i l l  problem is needed," said Kiran next few days. The maximum 
5 . 3 0 p m . A c c o r d i n g  t o  I n d i a  K a p o o r ,  a  c o l l e g e  temperature is likely to be in the 
Meteorological Department (IMD), student.Meanwhile, the Bajghera range of 27 to 28 degrees Celsius, and 
Gurgaon is likely to witness heavy rain underpass remained closed to the the minimum around 25 till Aug 16.
along with thunderstorms till Friday. The public for the second consecutive day The weatherman has also issued a 
city's low-lying areas, meanwhile, as the contractor engaged by NHAI is 'yellow' alert for the region for this 
continued to grapple with waterlogging on still pumping out water from the week. "Moderate to heavy rainfall 
Monday. "The road to my office was structure. The administration said over southern parts of Haryana is 
flooded, a usual sight in monsoon. It is that they are working to address likely for Aug 16. Active monsoon 
dangerous to drive on inundated stretches, waterlogging and ensure minimal conditions will continue over Punjab, 
as you can't see potholes. We hope the disruption to the daily life of the Haryana, and Chandigarh during the 
authorities will address the waterlogging residents.The showers resulted in a next five days," an IMD official said.
issue promptly. It's not just about slight dip in mercury. The maximum At 86, the city's average air quality 
inconvenience; it's about the city's temperature came down by 1.1 index (AQI) improved but remained 
resilience," said Komal Sharma, who degrees - from 30.7 degrees Celsius in the 'satisfactory' category on 
commutes to her office in Udyog Vihar on Sunday to 29.6 degrees on Monday. It was 97 the day before.

How to avert flooding Senior officers hold 
checks on Gurgaon's drain networks

Gurgoan records 67mm rain: Low-lying 
areas still under water, traffic crawls

1,491 so far this year.Officials and treat HIV-positive GURGAON. Haryana has seen a steady 
pointed out that this could also be individuals," he said.Doctors rise in the number of people living with 
the result of higher testing - the said HIV infections have HIV though officials say the uptick in 
number more than doubled from become more manageable numbers is also due to increased testing 
30,571 in 2020 and 64,043 this year with modern medicine over across the state.
so far. the years.Last year, the state Data by the Union ministry of health and 

On the cases in Haryana, a health recorded 305 deaths linked to National AIDS Control Organisation 
department official said on Sunday AIDS, at 1.02% per lakh of showed that more than 50,000 people 
that they have introduced several Haryana ' s  popu la t ion .  have been living with HIV since 2019.
measures such as more tests among Fatal i t ies  per  lakh of  The annual figure was 50,604 in 2019, and 
h igh - r i sk  popu la t ions  and  population were 4.1% in it rose to 56,578 in 2023, an increase of 
awareness campaigns to prevent 2019, 2.2% in 2020, 2% in 11% over four years. In the years 
the spread of HIV. 2021 and 1.4% in 2022.between, cases rose steadily. A total of 

"The demographic most affected by "Deaths related to AIDS can 51,840 people lived with HIV in 2020, 
the infection is the age group indeed provide a clear and it rose to 53,115 in 2021 and 54,547 in 

of HIV. To prevent the spread of the between 22 and 43 years. 56% of the cases indication of the severity of the disease, 2022.AIDS, or acquired immune 
infection, officials said people should are men and 40% are women and particularly in contexts where treatment deficiency syndrome, is usually 
practice safe sex, avoid sharing needles children. The remaining are transpersons. is inaccessible or ineffective. But, in considered to be the last stage of HIV 
and can get regular tests done.High-risk sexual behaviour followed by contexts where antiretroviral therapy (human immunodeficiency virus) 

Virender Yadav, Gurgaon's chief medical tattoo exposure was seen as the main (ART) is widely available and effectively infection. It is considered so because the 
officer, said the increase in the number of reason for getting infected," the official used, the number of AIDS-related deaths body's immune system is weak from the 
cases in the city was likely because of said. has significantly decreased," said Dr infection and cannot fight it.Gurgaon also 
targeted testing. "We are carrying out He added that increased testing, affordable Tushar Tayal, consultant for internal witnessed an uptick in the number of 
targeted testing in jails, slums, among medical treatment and public awareness medicine at CK Birla Hospital in people infected with HIV. The district had 
transpeople and truck drivers to identify were critical tools to eliminate the spread Gurgaon.recorded 201 cases in 2021 and it rose to 

HIV cases up 11% in 5 years across Haryana, 
govt steps up focus on campaigns & testing

joint commissioners were GURGAON. MCG officials on 
instructed to inspect the Monday conducted inspection of areas 
rainwater harvesting systems susceptible to waterlogging, a day 
within their  respective after heavy showers battered the city, 
areas.The city frequently disrupting traffic on major roads.
faces waterlogging during Additional commissioner Balpreet 
monsoon due to reasons such Singh visited various locations, 
as delayed desilting of including Basai, sectors 4, 9, 10, and 
stormwater drains and sewer Bajghera.In Sector 9, Singh told 
l i n e s ,  i n c o m p l e t e  assistant engineer Sanjog Sharma that 
development projects, and the water run-off from the sector should 
inabil i ty to implement be channelled to a nearby drain to and sewage lines on June 1. The 

stormwater drain projects despite ensure proper drainage and prevent e n g i n e e r i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  w a s  
administrative approval.After lifting instances of waterlogging in the ins t ruc ted  by  the  add i t iona l  
the model code of conduct in June this area."The additional commissioner commissioner to finish the task by 
year, MCG had started the process of also checked the machinery and June 30.Officials said out of the 354 
acquiring necessary equipment and equipment installed to tackle rainwater harvesting units under 
machinery to address the city's waterlogging. He directed officials to MCG's jurisdiction, 134 are non-
waterlogging problems. In the first make arrangements in time and deploy functional. MCG commissioner 
week of June, the civic body issued a d e q u a t e  m a c h i n e r y, "  M C G  Narhari Singh Banger had ordered 
five tenders worth Rs 69.6 lakh to rent spokesperson SS Rohilla said. officials to place boards near these 
machinery such as tractor-mounted The corporation commenced cleaning units, displaying the date when the 
pumps and suction tankers.and repair work of stormwater drains system was last cleaned. Moreover, 

Gurgaon: 9 years of  wait ends, woman (44) with scar 
ectopic pregnancy gives birth to baby girl

e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  h i g h - r i s k  GURGAON: After 9 years of 
pregnancies, she took a leap of faith attempts to conceive and losing a 
holding the hands of healers and baby to a birth defect, a 44-year-old 
scientific advancements. Aware of woman with a high risk of ectopic 
the risk of another esctopic pregnancy gave birth to a healthy 
pregnancy, we decided to try a child after doctors treated her rare 
robotic-assisted surgical approach," condition with a robotic surgery.
Dr Kalra said.Doctors at CK Birla Hospital in the 

The woman underwent the surgery in city said it was the first time that a 
August 2023. In the minimally-robotic surgery was used to treat 
invasive procedure, a robot was used such a condition in India.The 
to suture the site of the scar from the patient, a homemaker from Bihar, 
previous caesarean section."The approached them in August 2023, 
surgery was a success. There was no they said."The patient had a history 
blood loss, tissue injury or o f  u n s u c c e s s f u l  n a t u r a l l y  
complications, and the patient was conceived pregnancies. In 2014, 
discharged on the same day. The she underwent a caesarean section 
robustness of the stitching was such procedure but lost her baby to spina 
that the patient could become bifida, a birth defect in which the 
pregnant three months after the foetus does not fully develop a 
surgery," Dr Kalra added.In Nov spine," said Dr Aruna Kalra, 
2023, the woman opted for IVF. She d i rec tor  o f  obs te t r ics  and  
delivered a baby girl through g y n a e c o l o g y  a t  C K  B i r l a  
caesarean section in July 2024."This Hospital.The patient, in June 2023, 
was a rare case of scar pregnancy. tried getting pregnant through in- pregnancy. These are particularly rare, previous baby's death in-utero, followed 

Because we repaired the scar robotically, vitro fertilisation (IVF), but that ended in arising in 1% of all ectopic pregnancies, by the unuccessful IVF pregnancy.She 
it became rather simple to deliver the an ectopic pregnancy at the site of the a n d  i n  o n e  o f  1 , 5 0 0 - 2 , 0 0 0  was determined to have a child of her own 
baby this time," Dr Kalra said.She scar where her 2014 caesarean section pregnancies.The condition, doctors say, and was seeking an experienced 
pointed out that though scar pregnancies was carried out.In scar ectopic is life-threatening. Scar pregnancies can empathetic gynaecologist who would 
are rare, their incidence is increasing as pregnancies, the embryo implants within cause uterine rupture, haemorrhage and understand her, doctors said."Moreover, 
more and more people are opting to give the scar tissue, instead of the uterine other complications.Doctors said the she had healthy embryos preserved in a 
birth through caesarean section.cavity, leading to an abnormal patient was traumatised from her bank. Upon finding a gynaecologist 

Down the drain: Rs 429 crore 
in 8 years, roads still flood 

spots in Gurgaon
GURGAON. Since the Gurujam of 2016 - a 

traffic jam so long (20 hours, to be exact) that it 
got its own name - MCG has spent almost Rs 429 
crore to clean up and construct drains in the city.

And yet, heavy monsoon rainfall on Sunday 
paralysed large parts of the city once again. 
Colonies turned into islands, cut off from link 
roads, societies were flooded and arterial 
stretches inundated. The upscale Golf Course 
Road, Narsinghpur along Delhi-Gurgaon 
Expressway, Rajiv Chowk, and residential 
colonies Sushant Lok-2, 3, Greenwood City, 
Mayfield Garden were among the areas under 
water.All taxpayer money spent on repair and 
maintenance of the existing stormwater 
channels, or construction of new drains was 
washed away, residents said on Monday.

The corporation outsources the desilting of drains 
to private contractors, but there is hardly any 
check on their work by. There is no certainty on 
how much the contractor has desilted. It could be 
20% or 70%. This lack of transparency leaves 
residents in the dark about the actual 
maintenance carried out. Moreover, the 
construction of new drains often fails to adhere 
to proper standards, and many of them are not 
connected to an outlet or a stormwater channel," 
said Vinod Arora, a resident of Sector 9A.

According to MCG data, the largest chunk of Rs 
227.9 crore was invested in repairing and 
maintenance of sewer lines from the 2016-17 
fiscal year till June 2024. Another Rs 178.4 crore 
was spent on laying down new drains, and Rs 
22.4 crore was spent on repair and maintenance 
of stormwater drains in the same time frame.

"Govt needs to seriously upgrade the city's 
infrastructure. If required, bring in companies 
from outside. Looking at the contractors and 
officials in Gurgaon, they don't have the 
competence to run the show. They don't even 
know the subject matter. Moreover, the city is 
home to a lot of professionals. Resident advisory 
panels should be constituted for different areas 
and authorities should take advantage of this 
network of professionals to deal with these 
problems," said Sudakshina Laha, general 
secretary of Sushant Lok 2 and 3 RWA.

Asked about the complaints, MCG chief engineer 
Manoj Yadav said the showers on Sunday were 
particularly intense. "The city received around 
120mm of rain, which caused waterlogging. We 
did not face such an acute problem in the 
previous spells of rain this year. We are, 
meanwhile, working on a full-fledged plan to 
tackle waterlogging in the city," Yadav said.

Gurgaon, surrounded by the Aravalis, is prone to 
waterlogging as rainwater flows from the hills to 
the low-lying areas of the city.

News box

GURGAON. GMDA removed more than 80 illegal 
structures encroaching the roadsides and greenbelt 
along a 2.8km stretch connecting NH-8 and Sector 47 
on Monday.The road passes through sectors 33, 38, 32, 
46, and 47. The structures included shanties, tea stalls, 
shops, nurseries and dhabas.

80 illegal structures on NH8 
link in Gurgaon raze

Gurgaon. A day after the city was again left paralysed by 
severe waterlogging and flooding following the heavy 
downpour, civic authorities scrambled to devise a plan 
to combat the recurring issue.In an inter-departmental 
meeting chaired by GMDA chief executive officer A 
Sreenivas on Monday, officials from various agencies 
huddled together to find solutions to a problem that has 
plagued the city for years. Despite repeated assurances 
and plans in previous years, the city remains ill-
prepared to handle even moderate rainfall.

To address this, Sreenivas said a committee will be 
formed to chart a comprehensive long-term plan, based 
on which remedial measures will be undertaken. “We 
will also identify additional new hotspots where 
waterlogging has been reported this year, and the list 
will be shared with other departments as well. A panel 
will be formed to chart a cohesive and long-term 
comprehensive plan to equip the city with an adequate 
and efficient drainage system and to mitigate urban 
flooding,” the GMDA CEO said.

The meeting was attended by MCM commissioner 
Ashok Garg, MCG additional commissioner Balpreet 
Singh, and city magistrate Kunwar Aditya Vikram, 
among other senior officials. During the meeting, 
Sreenivas highlighted the GMDA’s previous efforts, 
noting that satellite data from the past five years had 
been used to identify 79 vulnerable spots in the city. He 
claimed that remedial measures had been implemented 
at 63 locations. The city’s flooded roads, however, tell a 
different story.The GMDA CEO directed the 
municipal corporations of both Gurgaon and Manesar 
to examine their existing drainage networks and 
expedite the construction of drains where they are 
lacking, and to ensure connection with the 
metropolitan authority’s master drainage system.

NHAI, meanwhile, was asked to submit detailed plans of 
their existing drainage networks and its connectivity to 
GMDA’s master drains. “Our team will carry out 
inspections and check the functionality of the NHAI 
drains. We will ensure they are properly linked with our 
existing master stormwater drains,” a GMDA official 
said.Bajghera underpass and the service roads of the 
Dwarka Expressway were heavily flooded on Sunday, 
with NHAI blaming GMDA’s inadequate drainage 
network. In the meeting, GMDA officials pointed out 
that they have developed check dams on creeks in the 
Aravalis as a measure to prevent flooding along Golf 
Course Road. Moreover, plans for more rainwater 
harvesting structures in the Aravalis and new green 
belts to support rainwater retention were also discussed.

“The division may also identify vacant govt land where 
ponds and water bodies may be created to channelise 
and store stormwater of internal sectors. All local 
authorities must ensure that all the sewer and drainage 
networks under their respective jurisdiction are 
completely cleaned and desilted to facilitate the quick 
discharge of stormwater and sewage to keep the roads 
free of waterlogging,” Sreenivas said.

Panel to be set up for flood-
check plan in Gurgaon, says 
GMDA

Ghaziabad. Three college students — two of them 
brothers — died after their Tata Tiago crashed into a 
unipole on the Noida Expressway on Monday morning.

Police said B.Tech student Ishan Kashyap (22) was 
dropping his brother Aaryan (19) and his friend Vinay 
Upadhyay (23) to Asian Law College in Sector 125 
when the accident occurred.Ishaan and Aryan, whose 
father Sunil Kashyap is a junior engineer in Noida 
Authority, lived in Palm Olympia in Gaur City. Vinay, 
the son of a businessman, was from Barola.Bhupendra 
Singh, the SHO of Sector 126 police station, said 
Ishaan had offered to drop his brother to college when 
the accident occurred near Mayoor School in Sector 
126 around 7.30am.“We are still investigating, but it 
seems Ishaan failed to control the car at high speed and 
crashed into the advertising pole off the road,” he added.

The impact of the crash suggested that the Tiago might 
have clocked 100kmph when it rammed the pole. “Yes, 
the airbags had inflated, but they were hardly of any use 
at such speed. The front portion of the car was badly 
mangled,” Singh said.Such was the impact of the 
collision that the engine was pushed back to the front 
seats.“After some passersby dialled 112, a team was 
dispatched to the spot from Sector 126 police station. 
The three injured youths were brought out of the car 
and rushed to a nearby hospital, where they were 
declared dead on arrival,” the SHO.TOI reached out to 
the two families, but they were too traumatised to speak.

Ishaan, according to police, studied B.Tech at a private 
college in Bengaluru and had come home on vacation a 
few days ago. “On Monday morning, he insisted he 
would drop off his brother to college. On the way, they 
picked up Vinay from Barola,” Singh said.No case was 
registered till late on Monday evening as the family 
members did not approach police. The mangled car was 
towed away from the expressway using a hydraulic 
crane.According to data sourced from traffic police, 
Noida reported 558 accidents in the first six months of 
this year. A total of 460 people suffered injuries and 227 
lost their lives in these accidents.During the 
corresponding period last year, 541 accidents claimed 
202 lives and led to 420 injuries.On July 15, three 
persons died.

Car crashes into unipole on 
Noida e-way, 3 students die
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Name Change
It is general information that I,
GURDEEP SINGH S/O VIJAY SINGH
R/O House No.769/9, Street No6, B
Block, 4th Floor, Baba Colony, Burari,
Delhi-110084, declare that name of my
wife has been wrongly written as REKHA
in my service record. The actual name of
my wife is KUSUM GULERIA Which
may be amended accordingly

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for the general public information
that my Client Smt. Munni Devi W/O
Late Braham Prakash Saini R/O 266,
A.B., 4th Floor, Hari Nagar, Ashram,
New Delhi-110014, has debarred, dis-
own and break down all the relation-
ship from her son namely Vikas Saini
and his wife namely Krishna, from her
all moveable and Immoveable proper-
ties either self acquired or ancestral,
situated all over India due to their mis-
conduct, disobedience and misbehav-
ior attitude. My client will not be
responsible in future for their acts
which is done by them.

Suresh Sisodia Advocate
Ch.No.261, Patiala House Courts,

New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I,
VIKAS MISHRA S/O PINTU MISHRA
R/O A-1/24, BUDH VIHAR, NORTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110086 declare
that name of my father and mother
has been wrongly written as PINTOO
and RAJNI in my 10th and 12th class
marks-sheet and certificate. The actu-
al name of my father and mother are
PINTU MISHRA and RAJNI DEVI,
which may be amended accordingly.

‚ÍøŸÊ
’«∏ ¬Ò◊ÊŸ ¬⁄U ¡ŸÃÊ ∑§Ù ‚ÍÁøÃ Á∑§ÿÊ ¡ÊÃÊ „Ò Á∑§ üÊË◊ÃË ⁄UËŸÊ œflŸ ¬%Ë üÊË. ◊ÙÁ„Ã œflŸ •ı⁄U üÊË.
⁄UÊ¡Ê œflŸ, ¿Ã ∑‘§ •Áœ∑§Ê⁄U ∑‘§ ‚ÊÕ ŒÍ‚⁄UË ◊¥Á¡‹, ÁŸÁ◊̧Ã å‹ÊÚ≈U ‚¥ÅÿÊ-wyx{, ˇÊòÊ»§‹ v|v flª̧
◊Ë≈U⁄U, •ÊflÊ‚Ëÿ ∑§ÊÚ‹ÙŸË, ‚ÄU≈U⁄U -wx-wx∞, ªÈ«∏ªÊ¥fl, „Á⁄UÿÊáÊÊ-vwwÆv| ◊¥ ÁSÕÃ „Ò ∑‘§
¬ÈŸ—•Êfl¥Á≈UÃ/êÿÍ≈U≈UË „Ò¥– ¬̋Ê⁄U¥÷ ◊¥ „È«Ê Ÿ üÊË ⁄UÊ¡Ëfl ∑§È◊Ê⁄U ∑§Ù •Êfl¥Á≈UÃ Á∑§ÿÊ ÕÊ •Êfl¥≈UŸ ¬òÊ ÁŒŸÊ¥∑§
Æ{.Æx.wÆvx ∑‘§ ◊Êäÿ◊ ‚, Á¡‚∑‘§ ’ÊŒ, üÊË ⁄UÊ¡Ëfl ∑§È◊Ê⁄U Ÿ •¬Ÿ •Êfl¥≈UŸ •Áœ∑§Ê⁄U üÊË ◊ÙÁ„Ã œflŸ
•ı⁄U üÊË ⁄UÊ¡Ê œflŸ ∑§Ù ’ø ÁŒ∞– ∑§Ù ¬ÈŸ— •Êfl¥≈UŸ ¬òÊ ÁŒŸÊ¥∑§ vy.Æv.wÆvy mÊ⁄UÊ ©ã„¥ ¬ÈŸ— •Êfl¥≈UŸ
Á∑§ÿÊ ªÿÊ– ’ÊŒ ◊¥, „È«Ê mÊ⁄UÊ üÊË ◊ÙÁ„Ã œflŸ •ı⁄U üÊË ⁄UÊ¡Ê œflŸ ∑‘§ ¬ˇÊ ◊¥ ÁŒŸÊ¥∑§ Æz.vv.wÆvy
∑§Ù ∑§ãflã‚ «Ë« ÁŸc¬ÊÁŒÃ ∑§Ë ªß̧– (Doc. No. v~xÆ}) ’ÊŒ ◊¥, üÊË. ◊ÙÁ„Ã œflŸ ∑‘§ ÁŸœŸ ¬⁄U
„È«Ê mÊ⁄UÊ ŒÍ‚⁄UË ◊¥Á¡‹ ∑‘§ ‚¥’¥œ ◊¥ üÊË◊ÃË ⁄UËŸÊ œflŸ ¬%Ë SflªȨ̈ÿ üÊË ◊ÙÁ„Ã œflŸ •ı⁄U üÊË ⁄UÊ¡Ê
œflŸ ∑‘§ ¬ˇÊ ◊¥ „SÃÊ¥ÃÁ⁄UÃ ∑§⁄U ŒË ªß̧– SflÃ¥òÊ ◊¥Á¡‹ ¬ÈŸ: •Êfl¥≈UŸ ¬òÊ ÁŒŸÊ¥∑§ wv.Æy.wÆwx ∑‘§ ◊Êäÿ◊
‚, ¡Ù •¥ÃÃ— ŒÍ‚⁄UË ◊¥Á¡‹ ∑§Ù ßÁë¿Ã ©œÊ⁄U∑§ÃȨ̂ ∑§Ù ’øŸ ∑§Ê ß⁄UÊŒÊ ⁄UπÃÊ „Ò, ¡Ù •Êª ∞‹ ∞¥« ≈UË
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Name Change
I, NO-16113021M Rank-HAV Name-
VISHNU S R/o PUNNACHUVADU
(H), VPO-VADACKAL, DIST-ALAP-
PUZHA, KERALA-688003 have
changed my father’s name from KS
STHYABHANU to SATHYABHANU
KESAVAN for all future purposes, in
my service record his date of birth
wrongly mentioned as 01/07/1959
instead of his correct date of birth as
20/09/1959 vide affidavit dated
13/08/2024 before Notary Public Delhi.

Name Change
I NO-2897414F Rank-HAV Name-
IDANARAM residing at VILL-
NATHONI GYANI, NAGANI DHATAR
AVALO KI DHANIYON, TEH-BAY-
ATU, BARMER, RAJASTHAN-
344034 have changed my Minor
daughter’s name from BHAGWATI to
BHAGAWATI for all future purposes
vide affidavit dated 13/08/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, JC-471360N Rank-SUB CLK Name-
V AMARA NARAYANA S/o V
VENKATARAMANA R/o D. NO. 16-
648, BK COLONY, MADANAPALLE,
CHITTOOR DISTRICT, ANDHRA
PRADESH-517325 have changed my
minor son’s name from V BHAVANI
PRASAD to VIDAGOTTI BHAVANI
PRASAD for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 13/08/2024 Before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, JC-471360N Rank-SUB CLK Name-
V AMARA NARAYANA S/o V
VENKATARAMANA R/o D. NO. 16-
648, BK COLONY, MADANAPALLE,
CHITTOOR DISTRICT, ANDHRA
PRADESH-517325 have changed my
minor son’s name from V GIREESH to
VIDAGOTTI GIREESH for all future
purposes vide affidavit dated
13/08/2024 Before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, LEELA mother of JC-310741K Rank-
SUB Name-SHANOJ TB R/o
THEKKEMADATHIL HOUSE, THOT-
TAPPADY, PO-MADAKKATHARA,
DIST-THRISSUR, KERALA-680651
have changed my name from LEELAto
V V LEELAMANI for all future purposes
vide affidavit dated 13/08/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, VINOD KUMAR SHARMA S/O
JAGDISH MITTER SHARMA R/o C-
11/5, STREET NO-7, WEST VINOD
NAGAR, DELHI-110092, have
changed my name to VINOD SHAR-
MA for all future purpose.

Name Change
I, Mainka D/O Late Gyan Singh aged
about 18 years R/O C-225. Rajeev
Nagar, Begumpur, Delhi-110086 have
changed my name from Monika to
Mainka for all future purpose.

Name Change
I, No-16019793L Rank-T/S NK Name-
TEJINDRAS/o VIJENDRASINGH R/o
VILL-MATIALA, PO-SADARPUR,
TEH-GHAZIABAD, DIST-GHAZI-
ABAD, UTTAR PRADESH-201002
have changed my minor son’s name
from YASH CHOUDHRY to YASH
CHOUDHARY for all future purposes
vide affidavit dated 13/08/2024 Before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, Surender kaushik S/o bhagwat prsad
kaushik R/o 981/1, kaushik villa, sector
167, Noida, Gautam budh nagar Uttar
Pradesh -201306 have changed my
name from Surender kaushik to
Surinder kaushik for all future purposes.

Name Change
I, RUBY W/O SOHAIL ANWAR,R/O
CN-220, T-HUTS, SONIACAMP,BG-6,
PASCHIM VIHAR, WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110063, have changed my
name from RUBY to HAZRA KHA-
TOON for all future purposes.

Name Change
I, NO-16019863Y Rank-HAV Name-
ASHOK RAM R/o 141, MOTADA KA
BAS, LALKI, PALI, RAJASTHAN-
306421 have changed my mother’s
name from CHOTHI DEVI to
CHOUTHI for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated 13/08/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, JC-472123W Rank-SUB Name-
SHIV RAM SINGH BHADAURIA R/o
VILL-GAJANA PO-DILHAGN, DIST-
BHIND, MADHYA PRADESH-477001
have changed my mother’s name from
RAM BATI to RAMBETEE for all future
purposes and in my service records
my mother’s date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/07/1959 instead of her
correct date of birth as 01/01/1953 vide
affidavit dated 13/08/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, JC-472123W Rank-SUB Name-
SHIV RAM SINGH BHADAURIA R/o
VILL-GAJANA PO-DILHAGN, DIST-
BHIND, MADHYA PRADESH-477001
have changed my father’s name from
BRAJ MOHAN SINGH BHADAURIA
to BRAJ MOHAN SINGH for all future
purposes and in my service records
my father’s date of birth wrongly men-
tioned as 01/07/1956 instead of his
correct date of birth as 01/01/1948 vide
affidavit dated 13/08/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

DATE OF BIRTH CHANGE
I, JAMAL AHAMAD father of NO-
16117447L Rank-NK Name-IRFAN
AHMAD R/o VPO-KHARWAHIYA
NO-2, TEH-NIGHASAN, DIST-
LAKHIMPUR (KHIRI), UTTAR
PRADESH-262907 in my son’s serv-
ice records my date of birth wrongly
mentioned as 01/01/1954 instead of
my correct date of birth as 01/01/1953
vide affidavit dated 13/08/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, KALIMUN NISA mother of NO-
16117447L Rank-NK Name-IRFAN
AHMAD R/o VPO-KHARWAHIYANO-
2, TEH-NIGHASAN, DIST-LAKHIM-
PUR (KHIRI), UTTAR PRADESH-
262907 have changed my name from
KALIMUN NISA to KALIMUN NISHA
for all future purposes, in my son’s serv-
ice record my date of birth wrongly
mentioned as 04/10/1957 instead of
my correct date of birth as 01/01/1960
vide affidavit dated 13/08/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi.

Name Change
I, JC-676667M Rank-NB SUB Name-
RAJPUT RAHESH KUMAR S/o LATE
BOLANATH SINGH R/o VILL-GHB
CHAND KHEDA, PO-JANTA NAGAR,
TEH-AHEMDABAD, DIST- AHEMD-
ABAD, GUJARAT-382424 have
changed my wife’s name from ANJU R
RAJPUT to RAJPUT ANJUSINGH for
all future purposes vide affidavit dated
13/08/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, NO-1483958M Rank-HAV Name-
POL KRUSHNA KASHINATH S/o
KASHINATH residing at VILL-MARDI,
PO-MARDI, TEH-MAN, DIST-
SATARA, MAHARASHTRA-415508
have changed my daughter’s name
from CHAITRALI  to   CHAITRALI
KRUSHNA POL for all future purposes
vide affidavit dated  13/08/2024  before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
NO-14857670X Rank-NK Name-
THAKOR VIPULJIT S/o THAKOR
TAKHAJI R/o VILL-VILL-LAXMIPURA,
PO-BRAMANWADA, TEH-CHANS-
MA, DIST-PATAN, 384220 have
changed my mother’s name from
THAKOR SUMITRABEN to THAKOR
SOMIBEN for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated  13/08/2024   before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, NO-14841626K Rank-HAV Name-
SANJAY KUMAR S/o JAGBEERA R/o
VILL-OON, PO-OON, TEH-KAIRANA,
DIST-MUZAFFARNAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH-247778 have changed my
father’s name from JAGBIR SINGH to
JAGBEERAfor all future purposes vide
affidavit dated  13/08/2024   before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, NO-14841626K Rank-HAV Name-
SANJAY KUMAR S/o JAGBEERA R/o
VILL-OON, PO-OON, TEH-KAIRANA,
DIST-MUZAFFARNAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH-247778 have changed my
mother’s name from MEWALI DEVI to
MEVADEVI for all future purposes vide
affidavit dated  13/08/2024  before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, NO-1483958M Rank-HAV Name-
POL KRUSHNA KASHINATH S/o
KASHINATH residing at VILL-MARDI,
PO-MARDI, TEH-MAN, DIST-
SATARA, MAHARASHTRA-415508
have changed my son’s name from
SHIVPRASAD  to   SHIVPRASAD
KRUSHNA POL for all future purposes
vide affidavit dated  13/08/2024  before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, NO-14853903W Rank-SEP Name-
RAJESH YADAV S/o GANESH
YADAV residing at VILL-RAJ
GROUND, PO-JHARIA, TEH-DHAN-
BAD, DIST-DHANBAD, JHARKHAND-
828111 have changed my son’s name
from ABHISHEK KUMAR  to
ABHISHEK KUMAR YADAV for all
future purposes vide affidavit dated
13/08/2024  before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, NO-14839181K Rank-NK Name-
MANJEET SINGH S/o KASHMEER
SINGH R/o VILL-ROHILA, PO-
MOHAMMADABAD, TEH-MOHAM-
MADABAD, DIST-FARRUKHABAD,
UTTAR PRADESH-206451 have
changed my wife’s name from NEERAJ
YADAV to NEERAJ KUMARI for all
future purposes vide affidavit dated
13/08/2024   before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, JC-676667M Rank-NB SUB Name-
RAJPUT RAHESH KUMAR S/o LATE
BOLANATH SINGH R/o VILL-GHB
CHAND KHEDA, PO-JANTA NAGAR,
TEH-AHEMDABAD, DIST- AHEMD-
ABAD, GUJARAT-382424 have
changed my mother’s name from
BIMLA DEVI to VIMALABEN BHO-
LASINGH RAJPUT for all future pur-
poses vide affidavit dated  13/08/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, Sanya D/o Suresh Kumar R/o C-120,
Sanjay Colony, Bhatti Mines, Fateh pur
Beri, Delhi-110074 have changed my
name to Saniya for all future Purposes 

Name Change
I, REENA SHRAMA W/O KAMLAKAR
SHARMA residing at 9/192,
SARASWATI BHANDAR, GANDHI
NAGAR,  DELHI-110031 have
changed my name to REENA SHAR-
MA for all future purposes.

Name Change
I, hitherto known as GITANJALI
KAPOOR alias GITANJALI PURI W/o
VIKAS PURI and D/o SATISH
KAPOOR R/o 60/18, Manekshaw Marg,
Manekshaw Officers Enclave, Delhi
Cantt, South West Delhi - 110010 have
changed my name and shall hereafter be
known as GITANJALI KAPOOR.

Name Change
It is for general information that I,
ANCHAL YADAV D/o SUNIL KUMAR
YADAV R/o H.No. -408, Village Begum
Pur, North West Delhi, Delhi - 110086,
declare that name of my Father has been
wrongly written as SUNILKUMR YADAV
in my 10th-class Educational
Documents. The actual name of my
Father is SUNIL KUMAR YADAV, which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr.
Charanjeet Singh S/o Mr. Balbir
Singh & Mrs. Amrinder Kaur W/o
Mr. Vipin Kumar are the owner of
Freehold Residential Entire First
Floor (Without Roof/Terrace
Rights), area admeasuring 125 sq.
yds out of built-up property bearing
no. WZ-238 Built on plot no - 19 out
of Khasra Number -1599 situated in
Village Naraina, Indra Park now
known as Inder Puri, Delhi-110012.
By Virtue, Partition Deed dated
23.07.2020 Which is duly registered
at the office of Sub-Registrar-VII-A
Delhi, as Document no.1931 in
Book no.1 Volume no.1289 on
Pages.50 to 59 dated 23.07.2020.
in the chain documents below men-
tioned documents not available i.e.
SMC of Late Mr. Ajaib Singh died on
22.10.1985 & SMC of Late Mr.
Surinder Singh S/o Mr. Ajaib Singh
died on 08.04.2007 and
Relinquishment Deed dated
04.06.2020 as Document no.1487
in Book no.1 Volume no.1270 on
Pages.117 to 121 SR- VII-A now our
client is declaring that that any other
Person does not have any right over
the said property, and same proper-
ty sold too be Mrs. Rekha Kumari
and same has been finance by
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank Ltd.
Branch Dwarka Delhi.  If any person
is having objection right of claim
against the said property, contact to
undersigned along with supporting
documents within 14 days from the
date of publication of this notice and
or the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained. 

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general public at large that our clients Piramal Capital
& Housing Finance Ltd. has lost / misplaced below mentioned Pre-printed
receipts and FIR has been lodged by company vide LR no. 2026508/2024 on
dated 13.08.2024, regarding lost/misplaced of following documents.

If any person found above mentioned receipts, then contact us within 07 days
from the date of Publication of this notice and the same may be handed over
to the undersigned if found by any one.

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA]  Advocate
F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 

Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr.
Sandeep Kumar s/o Mr. Ranjeet
Singh is the owner of Freehold
Residential Plot No. 09, area meas-
uring 200 Sq. Yds., Out of Khasra
No. 370, Situated at Village- Barolo
Pargana, Tehsil- Dari, District-
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.  By
Virtue of Sale Deed dated
06.03.2024 Vide Doc. No. 1235,
Vol. No. 13823, Book No. 1, Pages
No. 115-130, SR- Noida II, Gautam
Budh Nagar. now our client is
declaring that that any other Person
does not have any right over the
said property, and Entire First Floor
& Second Floor sold too bee Mr.
Zafaruddin and same has been
finance ICICI Home Finance
Company Limited Branch:
Ghaziabad, U.P. If any person is
having objection right of claim
against the said property, contact to
undersigned along with supporting
documents within 07 days from the
date of publication of this notice and
or the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained. 

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

Name Change
I, BUSHRA NAAZ W/O MOHAMMED
HUMED  residing at  H NO-4238, GALI
SHAHTARA, AJMERI GATE, DELHI-
110006  have changed my name to
BUSHRA for all future purpose.

Name Change
It is for general information that I, VIKAS
KUMAR S/o SHRI LEKH RAM R/o 86-
A Zamrudpur, Greater Kailash Part-1,
South Delhi, Delhi110048 declare that
name of mine and my wife have been
wrongly written as VIKAS and ASHA in
my minor daughter’s namely JHALAK
aged 14 years in her Birth Registration
Certificate No. MCDOLR10057085.
The actual name of mine and my wife
are VIKAS KUMAR and SANGMITRA
respectively.

Name Change
I, REETU KUMARI is legally wife
GS-197219L Rank UDC Name
VIKAS KUMAR Presently residing at
ROHNA (23), SONIPAT, HARYANA-
131402 have changed my date of
birth from 03/10/1991 to 31/12/1990
for all future purposes. Vide affidavit
No-IN-DL35050381639761W dated
12.08.2024 before Sub Divisional
Magistrate.

Name Change
I, Santosh Kumari W/o Rakesh R/o
chatia deva (153) Sonipat-131024,
Haryana,Have changed my name to
Santosh for all purpose
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Israel keeps up strikes in Gaza as fears of wider conflict in West Asia grow

US lifts curb on sale of  weapons to Saudi 
Arabia, with eye on resolving Gaza

Washington The US has prepared for what could be 
significant attacks by Iran or its proxies in the 
Middle East as soon as this week, White House 
national security spokesperson John Kirby said on 
Monday.

Kirby said the US had increased its regional force 
posture and shared Israel's concerns about a 
possible Iranian-backed attack after Iran and 
Palestinian Islamist group Hamas accused Israel 
of carrying out the assassination of a Hamas leader 
in Tehran last month."We share the same concerns 
and expectations that our Israeli counterparts have 
with respect to potential timing here. Could be this 
week," Kirby told reporters."We have to be 
prepared for what could be a significant set of 
attacks," he said.Israel has been braced for a major 
attack since last month when a missile killed 12 
youngsters in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights 
and Israel responded by killing a senior Hezbollah 
commander in Beirut.A day after that operation, 
Haniyeh, the political leader of Hamas, was 
assassinated in Tehran, drawing Iranian vows of 
retaliation against Israel."We obviously don't 
want to see Israel have to defend itself against 
another onslaught, like they did in April. But, if 
that's what comes at them, we will continue to help 
them defend themselves," Kirby said.The 
Pentagon said on Sunday that Defence Secretary 
Lloyd Austin had ordered the deployment of a 
guided missile submarine to the Middle East and 
for the Abraham Lincoln carrier strike group to 
accelerate its deployment to the region.But a US 
official told Reuters the Lincoln carrier strike 
group was currently close to the South China Sea 
and would likely take over a week to reach the 
Middle East.

il prices jumped by more than 3 per cent on Monday, 
rising for a fifth consecutive session on 
expectations of a widening Middle Eastern 
conflict that could tighten global crude supplies.

Israeli forces pressed on with operations near the 
southern Gaza city of Khan Younis on Monday 
amid an international push for a deal to halt 
fighting in Gaza and prevent a slide into a wider 
regional conflict with Iran and its proxies.

Elon Musk claims over '200 million' 
tuned in to interview with Trump

As climate change continues to increase 
temperatures, Europeans live in the world's 
fastest-warming continent, facing growing 
health risks stemming from intense heat.

The 2023 death toll - below the more than 
60,000 heat-related deaths estimated for the 
previous year - would have been 80% 
higher without measures introduced in the 
past 20 years to help people adapt to rising 
temperatures, such as early warning 
systems and healthcare improvements, 
according to the report by the Spanish 
research centre.Researchers used death and 

Madrid, More than 47,000 people died in temperature records from 35 European 
Europe due to scorching temperatures in countries. They estimate that 47,690 died 
2023, with countries in the region's south from causes related to high temperatures.
hit the hardest, according to a report by the 

Adjusting the data for population, Greece, 
Barcelona Institute for Global Health 

Bulgaria, Italy and Spain were the countries 
(ISGlobal) published on Monday.

with the highest mortality rates related to 
Last year was the world's hottest on record. heat.

Nearly 50,000 deaths reported in Europe in 2023 due to heat: Study

UN chief calls for Africa's permanent seat in 
UNSC, highlights under representation

News box

sThe New York Times editorial board will 
stop endorsing candidates in New York 
elections, the paper's opinion editor said on 
Monday.The editorial board, which 
operates independently from the paper’s 
newsroom, will continue to make 
endorsements in presidential elections.In a 
statement, Kathleen Kingsbury, head of 
opinion at The New York Times, did not 
explain a reason for the decision on the New 
York endorsements but said “Opinion will 
continue to offer perspective on the races, 
candidates and issues at stake.” The paper 
reported the change would take effect 
immediately, with the editorial board not 
endorsing candidates in New York 
congressional or Senate races this fall, or in 
next year's mayoral race.Many newspapers 
have stopped endorsing political candidates 
in recent years for various reasons, 
including concerns over alienating readers 
as well as dwindling staff and resources, 
among other things.

An endorsement from the Times has been 
coveted by generations of politicians, 
particularly in New York City. The 
endorsement process has also often resulted 
in informative interviews between the 
editorial board and political candidates 
hoping to secure the slot.The Times has 
made an endorsement in every race for New 
York City mayor since 1897, the paper said.

The New York Times 
says it will stop 
endorsing candidates in 
New York elections

DHAKA, Bangladesh. The head of 
Bangladesh’s interim government, Nobel 
laureate Muhammad Yunus, says the high-
profile resignations of authorities close to 
ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina are 
legal after student leaders who organized 
protests against Hasina’s government issued 
ultimatums for them to quit.“Legally ... all 
the steps were taken,” Yunus, 83, told a group 
of journalists Sunday night.

The country’s chief justice, five justices and 
central bank governor have all resigned in the 
past few days, part of a dramatic 
transformation after weeks of protests against 
a quota system for government jobs turned 
into a mass uprising. Hasina resigned and fled 
to India last week.Yunus said a key priority of 
the interim government is to restore the 
independence of the judiciary. He called 
former chief justice Obaidul Hassan “just a 
hangman.”Syed Refaat Ahmed was 
appointed the new chief justice on Sunday 
after his name was proposed by student 
leaders of the protests.Students vow to 
cleanse the political system of Hasina’s rule, 
which they have denounced as autocratic. 
More than 300 people, including students and 
police officers, were killed in the weeks of 
violence.Yunus took over on Thursday after 
student leaders reached out. He said the 
students told him he was the only one they 
could trust.He said he accepted “because 
these are the guys who broke the local 
government,” describing it as a “student-led 
revolution.”“It’s not my dream, it’s their 
dream. So I’m kind of helping them to make it 
come true,” Yunus said.The interim 
government is expected to announce a new 
election, but it is not clear when it will be held.

ISLAMABAD.The Pakistan Meteorological 
Department (PMD) has predicted more 
monsoon rains in the country from August 14 
to 18, Geo News reported.

The weather department has forecast rain 
showers accompanied by storms and 
lightning adding that monsoon winds are 
expected to enter upper and middle areas of 
the country.The Met Office further said that 
the coastal areas of Sindh are anticipated to 
have a partially cloudy atmosphere as light 
rains may possibly occur. Islamabad, 
Rawalpindi and other areas of Punjab will 
likely experience rain from August 14 till 
August 18.According to Geo News, rain 
along with strong winds is expected in 
Murree,  Galyat ,  Chakwal ,  Gujrat ,  
Gujranwala, Apart from these areas, 
Hafizabad, Wazirabad, Sahiwal, Jhang, 
Nankana Sahib, Chiniot, Faisalabad, Lahore, 
Sheikhupura, Sialkot, Narowal, Okara and 
Pakpattan will also experience rain 
showers.Additionally, the met office said that 
rain with thunder and lightning is likely in 
Kasur, Khushab and Sargodha. Areas of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will experience rain 
showers with thunder and lightning from 
August 14 to 18.The weather office said that 
Chitral, Dir, Swat, Bajaur, Buner, Mansehra, 
Abbottabad, Haripur, Peshawar, Mardan, 
Charsadda, Hangu, Kurram, Orakzai, Bannu 
and Dera Ismail Khan may also receive rain 
showers.The PMD has forecast a wetter-
than-usual monsoon season for Pakistan even 
when waterlogging woes continued in 
several parts of the country. It remains one of 
the countries experts say is most vulnerable 
to extreme weather being spurred by climate 
change, Geo News reported.

Pakistan: Met 
Department predicts 
more monsoon rains 
from Aug 14

US prepared for possible attacks in 
Middle East by Iran: White House

Israel continued 
its offensive 
operations near 
Gaza's Khan 
Younis, which led 
to the death of  
18 people and 
injuries to 
several others. 
The attack by 
Israel led to the 
evacuation of  

against him, the former US World  Global internet traffic on Elon 
President told Musk that it was Musk and Donald Trump's interview 
"not pleasant."It was a hard hit. It on X, formerly known as Twitter, went 
was very, I guess you would say, past 200 million.
surreal, but it was not surreal. You "Almost all of the legacy media will 
know, I was telling somebody, trash the Trump conversation, thus 
you have instances like this driving total listeners probably past 
where you feel it's a surreal 200 million," Elon Musk posted on 
situation. And I never felt that X.The interview, which was delayed 
way. I knew immediately that it by 45 minutes due to a technical glitch, 
was a bullet," Trump responded went around for over two hours.As the 
to Musk's question about what the interview proceeded, Trump's X 
s h o o t i n g  w a s  " l i k e  f o r  handle "received over 200 million 
you."Earlier, ahead of the impressions," said Collin Rugg, co-
in terview,  Donald  Trump owner of Trending Politics. Trump claimed that Joe Biden's exit from returned to X, leaving his Truth Social In a highly anticipated interview, the US presidential election race was a behind for the first time in nearly a year. Republican presidential nominee Donald "coup.""I beat Biden so badly in the He posted a collage of him and Musk with Trump shared a blend of grievances, debate that he was forced out of the race the caption, “Donald J. Trump and Elon personal attacks, and bold claims, while — one  o f  the  g rea tes t  deba te  Musk live on X with a footer, “Monday 8 tech mogul Elon Musk occasionally performances ever. Biden's exit was a pm ET/5 pm PT,” with the former POTUS' offered subtle nods of encouragement. coup," the 78-year-old told the tech winky caption, “Enjoy!.Kicking off the conversation, Donald billionaire.Recalling the assassination bid 

appropriate congressional notification and repeatedly traveled to Saudi Arabia to 
consultation."Saudi Arabia has remained a discuss a package of US incentives if the 
close strategic partner of the United States, kingdom recognizes Israel.Saudi Arabia has 
and we look forward to enhancing that sought US security guarantees, a continued 
partnership," State Department spokesman flow of weapons and potentially a civilian 
Vedant Patel told reporters.US President Joe nuclear deal if it normalizes with Israel.
Biden took office in 2021 pledging a new Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
approach to Saudi Arabia that emphasized has made normalization with Arab states a 
human rights, and immediately announced top goal and no prize would be as big as 
that the administration would only send Saudi Arabia, guardian of Islam's two 
"defensive" weaponry to the longtime US holiest sites.But Saudi Arabia says it cannot 
arms customerThe step came ater thousands act without progress on a Palestinian state, since that time have met their end of the deal, 
of civilians -- including children -- were an idea pushed by the Biden administration and we are prepared to meet ours," Patel said.
estimated to be killed in Saudi-led airstrikes as it seeks a diplomatic way out of the Gaza Saudi role in Gaza war

Washington. The United States confirmed against Iranian-backed Huthi rebels, who conflict, but bitterly opposed by Netanyahu It is now the United States, Britain and 
Monday it would resume sales of offensive h a v e  t a k e n  o v e r  m u c h  o f  and his far-right allies.Representative recently Israel that have been striking Huthi 
weapons to Saudi Arabia, as concerns over Yemen.Geopolitical considerations have, Joaquin Castro, a progressive member of targets in Yemen, with Saudi Arabia content 
human rights in the kingdom's Yemen war however, changed markedly since then. The Biden's Democratic Party, said that Saudi to watch from the sidelines.The Huthis have 
give way to US hopes for it to play a role in United Nations, with US support, brokered a Arabia still had a "troubling track record" on been firing missiles at commercial ships in 
resolving the conflict in Gaza.More than truce in Yemen in early 2022 that has largely human rights."I supported the Biden the vital Red Sea in professed solidarity with 
three years after imposing limits on human held.Since the truce, "there has not been a administration's initial decision to pause Palestinians, who have been in the crosshairs 
rights grounds over Saudi strikes in Yemen, single Saudi airstrike into Yemen and cross- offensive arms sales to Saudi Arabia, and I of Israel since the October 7 attack by Hamas.
the State Department said it would return to border fire from Yemen into Saudi Arabia hope to see compelling evidence that Saudi In a bid to find a long-term solution, US 
weapons sales "in regular order, with has largely stopped," Patel said."The Saudis Arabia has changed its conduct," he said.Secretary of State Antony Blinken has 

Lincoln strike group accelerating its deployment Cairo,UPDATED Israeli forces pressed on with 
to the region.Israeli Defence Minister Yoav operations near the southern Gaza city of Khan 
Gallant told US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin Younis on Monday amid an international push for 
that Iran was making preparations for a large-a deal to halt fighting in Gaza and prevent a slide 
scale military attack on Israel, Barack Ravid, a into a wider regional conflict with Iran and its 
normally well-sourced reporter for Axios News, proxies.
reported on Twitter.Israel has been braced for a Palestinian medics said Israeli military strikes on 
major attack since last month when a missile Khan Younis on Monday killed at least 18 people 
killed 12 youngsters in the Israeli-occupied and wounded several. Meanwhile, more families 
Golan Heights and Israel responded by killing a and displaced persons streamed out of areas 
senior Hezbollah commander in Beirut.A day threatened by new evacuation orders telling 
after that operation, Haniyeh, the political leader people to clear the area.Later, an Israeli airstrike 

new call for talks was coordinated beforehand of Hamas, was assassinated in Tehran, drawing killed five people in the Zeitoun suburb of Gaza 
with Israel to deter responses from Iran and Iranian vows of retaliation against Israel.The City, and two others were killed in Rafah, near the 
Hezbollah to the assassination of the group's chief, potential escalation underlined how far the Middle border with Egypt, medics said.As fighting 
Ismail Haniyeh, in Tehran and a top Hezbollah East has been thrown into turmoil by the Gaza war, continued, Hamas reacted sceptically to the latest 
leader in Lebanon."It is a mild rejection you can now in its 11th month. Hamas-led attack on Israeli round of Egyptian and Qatari-brokered talks due 
say. Should Hamas receive a workable plan, an communities around the Gaza Strip on October 7 on Thursday, saying it had seen no sign of 
Israeli positive response to the proposal it had killed some 1,200 people, with more than 250 movement from the Israeli side.The group said on 
accepted, things may change, but so far Hamas taken into captivity in Gaza, according to Israeli Sunday that mediators must force Israel to accept a 
believes Netanyahu isn't serious about reaching a tallies, in one of the most devastating blows ceasefire proposal based on ideas from US 
deal," said one Palestinian official close to the against Israel in its history.In response, Israeli President Joe Biden, which Hamas had accepted, 
mediation effort.Hamas' reaction to the talks came forces have flattened Gaza, displaced most of the "instead of pursuing further rounds of negotiations 
as preparations for a larger scale confrontation population and killed around 40,000 people, or new proposals that would provide cover for the 
grew, with Washington ordering a guided missile according to the Palestinian health ministry, in a occupation's aggression".Two sources close to 
submarine to the Middle East and the Abraham war that has caused horror around the world.Hamas told Reuters the group was convinced the 

continent and globally, are undervalued Security Council is simply wrong, world. During a recent high-level debate at 
under the current arrangement. offending as it does both the principles of the United Nations Security Council 

equity and inclusion," he said.(UNSC), UN secretary-general Antonio The UNSC currently consists of 15 
Guterres said that UNSC has failed to members, including five permanent "It runs counter to the principle of 
keep pace with a changing world. members with veto power—China, sovereign equality of states and calls for 

France, Russia, the United States, and the the urgency to reform this institution to Advocating for a permanent seat for Africa, 
United Kingdom. The remaining ten reflect the world as it is now, rather than Guterres said, "We cannot accept that the 
seats are non-permanent, distributed what it was nearly 80 years ago," Francis world's preeminent peace and security 
regionally, with three allocated to African added.The United Nations Security body lacks a permanent voice for a 
states.Meanwhile, the UN general Council (UNSC) demanded in May that continent of well over a billion people" 
assembly President Dennis Francis said, African nations take a larger role in according to Al Jazeera.
"The fact that Africa continues to be addressing global  securi ty and He emphasised that Africa's perspectives 
manifestly underrepresented on the development challenges.on peace and security, both within the 

ZAccording to a report by the 

Barcelona Institute for Global Health 

(ISGlobal), more than 47,000 people 

have died in Europe due to heat in 

2023, with countries in the region's 

south hit the hardest.

ZThe United States has confirmed that 

it would resume sales of  offensive 

weapons to Saudi Arabia, as concerns 

over human rights in the kingdom's 

Yemen war give way to US hopes for it 

to play a role in resolving the conflict 

in Gaza.

Resignations of  
Bangladeshi officials 
close to Hasina are 
legal: Muhammad 
Yunus
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News box

Five SpiceJet flights, 
17 others delayed

Ahmedabad. Low-cost carrier SpiceJet faced 
major operational disruptions in its flight 
movements on Monday — five flight 
departures from Ahmedabad were delayed by 
three to seven hours, leaving passengers in a 
state of frenzy. The airline’s Dubai-bound 
flight was delayed by seven hours, while 
domestic operations to Delhi, Ayodhya and 
Goa were also delayed.

SpiceJet operates two daily flights from 
Ahmedabad to Delhi, one of which was 
delayed by three hours and the other by six-
and-a-half hours. The flights to Ayodhya and 
Goa were also delayed by at least seven hours. 
Similar was the situation for the arriving 
flights as well. “A Goa-Ahmedabad SpiceJet 
flight, scheduled to land at 10.35am, arrived 
by 5.19pm. Similarly, a Delhi-Ahmedabad 
flight scheduled to arrive here by 11.45am 
arrived at 6pm. The flight from Ayodhya was 
also delayed by about 7 hours,” a source said.

Responding to TOI’s query, a SpiceJet 
spokesperson attributed the delay in SpiceJet’s 
flight movements to “operational issues 
(grounding of an aircraft)”. “There was no 
commotion at the airport as most passengers 
were informed in advance. The early morning 
flight to Goa departed in the afternoon. Flight 
operations of the airline have been affected 
across India for the past couple of days,” said a 
source.

Industry sources also cited non-payment of 
timely salaries to employees as a potential 
factor leading to operational challenges.

On Monday, 22 flights departing from 
Ahmedabad airport were delayed by at least 
one-and-a-half hours. These include domestic 
flights to Mumbai, Bengaluru, Delhi, Jaipur, 
Rajkot, Pune, Chennai, Aurangabad, Goa and 
Hyderabad. Meanwhile, an international flight 
to Sharjah was also delayed for departure.

According to FlightRadar24, an online aircraft 
tracking platform, 65% of the flight departures 
from the SVPI airport were delayed. Besides 
the reported delays in SpiceJet’s operations, 
bad weather conditions across India hampered 
flight operations leading to rotational delays 
and delay in arrivals. As a result, some of the 
departures were also delayed.Fake bomb 
threat by passenger at Kochi airport delays 
flight to ThailandA fake bomb threat by a 
passenger during a security check at Cochin 
International Airport delayed a Thai Lion Air 
flight by two hours and led to the passenger's 
arrest. The Bomb Threat Assessment 
Committee conducted thorough inspections 
before declaring the threat non-specific. The 
flight departed after delays from the 
comprehensive checks.SpiceJet Mumbai 
airport dues: Flights won't be hit, says 
airlineMumbai airport and SpiceJet clashed on 
social media over the airline's pending dues. 
An advisory by the airport about disruptions in 
SpiceJet's operations was deleted. SpiceJet 
assured normal operations and attributed the 
issue to a minor financial matter, now resolved. 
The airline has faced delays in salary payments 
and has a low on-time performance rate at 
Mumbai airport.Minor financial matter; 
resolved,' SpiceJet says after Mumbai Airport 
warned of flight disruptionsSpiceJet faced 
mounting financial troubles, struggling to 
raise funds and pay employees and 
stakeholders. Mumbai International Airport 
Ltd (MIAL) alerted about a potential flight 
disruption on Aug 13. The alert was later 
retracted as the issue was resolved. 

NIRF ranking: Anna University first 
among state-funded institutions

Tamil Nadu: Groundwater 
comes to aid, kuruvai cultivated 

in 3.32 lakh acres in delta

Jail tunnel case: After 11 years, two get bail

Tamil Nadu are in top 100 and in the CHENNAI. Anna University is the best Similarly, Bharathidasan University has 
universities category, 22 from the state state government funded university in the bettered its ranking from 41 to 36 this 
feature in the top 100 list. The figures are country as per the NIRF rankings 2024, year while Periyar University has moved 
similar to last year, but performance of released by the union education ministry from 59 to 56th position this year. Amrita 
the majority of the state funded on Monday. The rankings introduced three Vishwa Vidyapeetham is ranked 7th, 
universities have dropped this year.new categories: Open Universities, Skill Vellore Institute of Technology is 10th 

Universities and State Public while Saveetha Institute of 
Universities (state government Med ica l  and  Techn ica l  
funded government universities) Sciences and SRM Institute of 
this year and in the introductory Science and Technology have 
edition. Anna University is ranked secured 11th and 12th rank 
as the top state public university in respectively in the university 
the country followed by Jadavpur category. However, the major 
U n i v e r s i t y,  K o l k a t a ,  a n d  disappointment is in the 
Savitribai Phule University, Pune. college category as Presidency 

College has dropped to 13th In fact, 10 state funded universities 
rank this year. For the last two from Tamil Nadu are placed in the 
years, Presidency was ranked top 50 state public universities in 
as the third best college in the the country. Bharathiar University 
country.is ranked 8th while University of 

Madras is ranked 12. In the innovation category, IIT-M 
is in the second rank while This is the sixth year that IIT-
Anna University has secured Madras has maintained its top 
the 10th position while in the position in both the ‘overall’ and 
research category Anna ‘engineering’ categories in the 
University’s position has rankings. It has been ranked first 
dropped to 17th rank against in the engineering category every 
last year’s 13.10 state univs in There are nine state-funded universities in year since the inception of the rankings in 

top 50 IIT-M has been ranked first in the top 100 university category, but only 2016.However, apart from this, the NIRF 
engineering category every year since four of them have managed to better their report has nothing new for the state to 
the inception of NIRF rankings in 2016. performance. Anna University is ranked cheer about as there is not much 
Ten state funded universities have been 13 this year against last year’s 14, while improvement in the performance of the 
placed in the top 50 state public University of Madras’ ranking has higher educational institutes in state. In the 
universities in the countryimproved to 39 against last year’s 50.overall category, 18 institutions from 

TIRUCHY/THANJAVUR/NAGAPATTINAM. 
Despite uncertainty in getting enough Cauvery 
water, 3.32 lakh acres of kuruvai has been 
cultivated in delta districts this season, thanks to the 
availability of groundwater. While 1.30 lakh acres 
were covered under kuruvai in Thanjavur, highest 
among delta districts, 92,500 acres were covered in 
Tiruvarur. The total kuruvai area may go up after 
the final count, sources said.

The kuruvai target in both districts was achieved 
mostly by using groundwater for irrigation as the 
cut-off date for kuruvai sowing was fixed as July 31.
As the water from Kallanai was released only on 
July 31, the Cauvery water could be used only as a 
supplementary source for irrigation in addition to 
the groundwater, official sources said.

In Tiruchy, against the target of 16,250 acres for 
kuruvai paddy set by the agriculture department, 
16,105 acres have been covered. As the 
groundwater level has improved in the district 
following the copious flow of water in both the 
Cauvery and Kollidam rivers for nearly a week, 
officials said that they have surpassed the targeted 
area of cultivation this kuruvai season.

Since water was released from Mettur reservoir on its 
customary date of June 12 in 2023, farmers took up 
kuruvai cultivation in around 15,000 acres against 
the 13,000 acres covered during 2022 in Tiruchy 
district.

While several farmers cultivating kuruvai relied 
solely on filter point borewells, a considerable 
number of them from Anthanallur, Musiri, 
Thottiam and Tiruverumbur irrigate their paddy 
fields using 14 canals, including Uyyakondan, 
which receive water from Cauvery, officials said.

“Most of the kuruvai cultivation in Tiruchy is in areas 
primarily irrigated by filter point borewells. 
However, the rise in groundwater level due to 
recent flow in the rivers have encouraged the 
farmers who rely on Cauvery to undertake kuruvai 
this season, particularly from Anthanallur, 
Tiruverumber, and Pullambadi.

We have exceeded our target in these areas,” joint 
director M Sakthivel said. In the case of 
Mayiladuthurai, the targeted area of 90,000 has 
been achieved. In Nagapattinam, farmers have 
raised kuruvai paddy in around 3,750 acres.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. Media 
persons, who had entered the Secretariat 
premises to cover an event on Monday were 
allegedly manhandled by the staff. The 
journalists and crew belonging to the Media 
One channel were assaulted when they were 
recording a brawl between the canteen staff 
and the employees of the sub-treasury.

The media persons had entered the secretariat 
premises to cover the press meet of Local Self 
Government Minister M B Rajesh.

It was while returning that they spotted the 
fracas and tried to record it. The unruly staff 
threatened the journalists and manhandled 
them. The Kerala Union of Working 
J o u r n a l i s t s  ( K U W J )  a n d  
Thiruvananthapuram Press Club condemned 
the incident and called for strong action 
against those who assaulted the journalists. 
The media fraternity, meanwhile, filed a 
complaint with the Chief Minister seeking 
strong action.

Thiruvananthapuram: 
Journalists manhandled 
by staff  at Secretariat

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM . The health 
department has decided to set up a multi-
disciplinary research unit with equipment 
such as digital PCR and stereo microscope at 
the Government Medical  College,  
Thiruvananthapuram. The project, being 
implemented with the support of the Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR), is 
expected to improve pathogenic disease 
surveillance.

The district has reported eight confirmed cases 
of amoebic meningoencephalitis, and over 
40 people are under observation. Earlier, the 
district reported an outbreak of cholera as 
well. Molecular-level testing facilities are 
key in identifying various pathogenic 
infections.

Thiruvananthapuram GMC principal Dr 
Linette J Morris said the new multi-research 
laboratory would enhance the diagnostic 
capabilities of the GMC. She, however, said 
the existing lab facilities are capable of 
diagnosing amoebic meningoencephalitis.

The project is expected to cost Rs 1.6 crore. 
The digital PCR unit, a high-performance 
l iquid chromatography and stereo 
microscope with fluorescence would cost 
around Rs 40 lakh each.

Meanwhile, the Institute of Advanced 
Virology (IAV) has announced plans to 
establish a diagnostic facility on its 
Thiruvananthapuram campus in response to 
a surge in amoebic meningoencephalitis 
cases in the state.

MCH to soon have multi-
discipline research unit 
in Thiruvananthapuram

KOCHI. Come Onam, the Changampuzha 
Park, will be once again become a hive of 
activities after a gap of nearly three months. 
The park, which has been renovated at a cost 
of Rs 4.31 crore, will be inaugurated by Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on September 12.

“The CM has tentatively given the nod on 
September 12. However, we’re waiting for the 
written confirmation which will take another 
three days,” said K Chandran Pillai, Chairman, 
Greater Cochin Development Authority 
(GCDA). The agency gave approval to the 
week-long cultural fest, suggested by the 
Changampuzha Cultural Centre (CCC), 
which is managing the park. It also gave a nod 
to the wishlist of artists, proposed by the 
centre.

“We’re trying to rope in renowned artists to the 
likes of Carnatic vocalist T M Krishna, actor 
Manju Warrier and mohiniyattam exponent 
Methil Devika,” said CCC president P 
Prakash.

The festival will see various events -- dance, 
classical music, kathakali (including the play 
‘Duryodhanavadham’), stage plays, musical 
evening and cinema debate. The first event 
will be the stage play ‘Olivile Ormakal’ 
(Memories in Hiding), under the banner of 
Kerala People’s Art Club (KPAC) on August 
25. It will be held as a one-off event as part of 
the state conference of the ‘Purogamana Kala 
Sahitya Sangam’.

Set up in 1977, the Changampuzha Park has 
since grown as the city’s cultural hub. Its 
renovation was carried out by the GCDA in 
collaboration with the Cochin Smartcity 
Mission Limited (CSML).

The work was originally scheduled to be 
completed in February 2024. Till May, the 
refurbishment work was held while 
simultaneously organising cultural events. 
However, the park was completely closed for 
the last three months to facilitate the quick 
completion of the work.

CM Pinarayi Vijayan to 
inaugurate renovated 
Changampuzha Park on 
September 12

1k units to stop ops for megaline check

Gujarat eyes Olympic boost from Britain
Gandhinagar. British high commissioner NFSU became a part of Interpol’s Global Achievers Dialogue event at Techno India 

Lindy Cameron engaged in discussions Academy Network. NFSU officials said University celebrated Indian talents 
with chief minister Bhupendra Patel on that the move will help enhance regional educated in the UK. Organized by NISAU 
how Gujarat can benefit from Britain’s and global police capacity as well as UK, the British Council India, and the UK 
expertise in organizing Olympic Games. foster  collaboration among law Government, it featured keynote 

enforcement agencies worldwide. addresses, employability masterclasses, Cameron, who was on her first visit to 
and panel discussions. Dignitaries Gujarat since assuming office, was Par i s  Olympics :  Br i ta in ' s  Keely  
included Dr Andrew Flaming and actress warmly welcomed by the CM in Hodgkinson wins women's Olympic 
A n a s u y a  S e n g u p t a .  T h e  e v e n t  Gandhinagar. Patel highlighted Gujarat’s 800m goldKeely Hodgkinson, a 22-year-
underscored strong India-UK educational leading role in the renewable energy old British athlete, triumphed in the 
ties.sector, mentioning the construction of the women's 800m final at the Paris Olympics, 

world’s largest hybrid energy park in finishing in 1:56.72. Displaying 700 migrants cross Channel to Britain in 
Kutch and the state’s growing global remarkable composure, she maintained small boatsOver 700 migrants in small 
presence in emerging fields like green her lead throughout the race. Tsige boats crossed the Channel to Britain on 
hydrogen. Duguma of Ethiopia claimed silver, and Sunday, the highest single-day number 

Kenya's Mary Moraa took bronze, since PM Keir Starmer took office. Two Discussions also covered Gujarat’s 
making Hodgkinson the third British migrants died during the journey. Within potential to benefit from Britain’s 
w o m a n  t o  w i n  g o l d  i n  t h i s  days of taking power, Starmer scrapped a expertise in cybersecurity, with details 
event.112302633 plan to deport migrants to Rwanda and provided about the collaboration with 

pledged to combat people-smuggling National Forensic Sciences University A celebration of Indian talents with 
gangs.(NFSU) in this domain. Meanwhile, educational expertise from the UKThe 

Ahmedabad. The Gujarat high court on possibility of a trial soon. This is because of contention, and a legal battle lasted for 
Monday granted regular bail to two all the accused persons had been in jail over seven years with the HC staying the 
accused persons in the 2013 Sabarmati and available for the trial, but certain legal trial until it rejected the prisoners’ 
prison-break attempt case. They, along tangles delayed it. Besides taking the long discharge pleas in 2022. MSID::
with 22 others, all accused in the 2008 pendency of the trial and incarceration Delhi liquor policy corruption case: 
serial blasts case, had allegedly dug a into consideration, Justice Nirzar Desai Supreme Court grants bail to Manish 
213-foot tunnel to escape. also considered the demand for benefit of SisodiaThe Supreme Court granted bail 

parity as the apex court had granted The two men who were granted bail on to AAP leader and former Delhi deputy 
regular bail to an accused in a similar case Monday —Nasir Ahmed Patel and CM Manish Sisodia in corruption and 
earlier this year. After the jailbreak effort Nadeem Saiyed — are among the three money laundering cases related to the 
came to the notice of the Sabarmati who were acquitted two years ago in the scrapped Delhi liquor policy. Despite CBI 
central jail authorities, Ranip police 2008 serial blasts case and arrested in the and ED's pleas, the SC rejected imposing 
lodged an FIR and launched a probe. tunnel digging incident. The third person, additional conditions on Sisodia.
Twenty-four accused persons lodged in Raziuddin Nasar from Hyderabad, was SC grants Sisodia bail, says trial yet to even 
the jail in connection with the serial blasts granted bail by the SC in Jan. After their commenceThe Supreme Court granted 
case were charged for the jailbreak acquittal in the serial blasts case, in which bail to Aam Aadmi Party leader Manish 
attempt and criminal conspiracy. At a 49 were convicted, Patel and Saiyed Sisodia in corruption and money 
later stage, the police invoked Section applied for bail. However, their request laundering cases tied to Delhi's excise 
130 of IPC for aiding the escape of ‘state was rejected by the court citing the policy changes. After 17 months in jail, 
prisoners’ or ‘prisoners of war’. This gravity of the offence. the court cited the prolonged trial and 
made the case grave with a punishment After filing successive bail pleas, their violation of his fundamental rights. 
provision of up to life imprisonment, and counsel Musaib Shaikh contended that Conditions like surrendering his passport 
the case was shifted to a sessions court for the accused have been behind bars in the were imposed, rejecting prosecutorial 
trial.Invocation of this section was a bone case for 11 years and there is no claims of delay by Sisodia.

of its Chromecast streaming Ahmedabad. Around 1,000 units 
device after more than a decade have been asked to  hal t  
and over 100 million units sold. operations for 57 hours from 
The tech giant will replace it with a Thursday as the Ahmedabad 
new Google TV Streamer, Municipal Corporation (AMC) 
featuring enhanced capabilities. plans to check illegal connections 
Google will continue providing in the megaline, which carries 
software and security updates to effluent from Naroda, Odhav and 
recent Chromecast models for the Vatva. Close to 1,100 units send 
time being.their effluent discharge to Naroda, 

Odhav and Vatva common Four prolific filmmakers unite for an 
eff luent  t rea tment  p lan ts  anthologyThe Indian Film 
(CETPs) which is then redirected Festival of Melbourne, the largest 
into the megaline. Indian cinema celebration outside 

I n d i a ,  a n n o u n c e d  " M y  The megaline association, which 
Melbourne" as its opening film for d i s c o v e r e d  1 5 5  i l l e g a l  

discharging effluent during this period. the 15th edition. The festival, connections in the past two and a 
We have asked CETPs to carry out running from August 15-25, 2024, half years, has asked member CETPs and 
required maintenance as regular features a unique Indo-Australian units to not send effluent from 10pm on 
operations will be put on hold.” collaborat ion with four Indian Aug 15 to 7am on Aug 18.

He added that they have seen a reduction in filmmakers exploring themes of race, The megaline was laid in 2002 to discharge 
the megaline’s outflow after AMC gender, sexuality, and disability through effluent from industries in Naroda, 
declared it would inspect it. “We inform short films set in Melbourne.Odhav and Vatva. A special purpose 
AMC and GPCB whenever we catch an Discover Top Smartwatches with Call vehicle, the Ahmedabad Mega Clean 
illegal connection in the megaline. We Function That Are the Future of Association (AMCA), was established 
believe AMC will find all the illegal ConnectivitySmartwatches, mixing w i t h  C E T P s ,  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  
connections and resolve the matter,” he convenience with connectivity, have commissionerate and the Gujarat 
said. gained popularity. Several models, such Industrial Development Corporation. 

“Units that have effluent storage facilities as the Apple Watch SE (2nd Gen) and The megaline has a capacity of 90 MLD 
can continue their operations, but CETPs Amazfit Active 42mm Smartwatch, were and effluents account for 60 MLD.
will not accept effluents for two days. highlighted for their unique features. Shailesh Patwari, advisor to AMCA, said, 
These 1,100 units produce chemicals They offer calling functions, fitness “There is a need to check illegal 
worth around Rs 100 crore per day,” tracking, and various compatibility connections in the megaline. We have 
AMCA officials said. options. With detailed reviews, the asked our member CETPs and their 

article helps users choose a smartwatch Google has 'killed' this hardware product member units to stay away from 
that fits their needs without extensive after 10-plus years and over 100 million operations for around 57 hours. AMC 
research.units soldGoogle has ended production will also check if any CETP is 
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culprits are involved, they would be Kolkata. The father of the 31-year-old 
taken into custody over the next four-doctor, who was raped and murdered 
five days.at Kolkata's RG Kar Medical College 

Top Doctors Summonedand Hospital, got a phone call Friday 
The Assistant Superintendent and Head morning. The caller said his daughter 

of Department of the Chest Medicine had died by suicide. When he rushed to 
wing of the state-run hospital have the hospital, he learnt that his 
been summoned to find out why the daughter's body was found in the 
woman's family were told she died by seminar hall, half-clothed and with 
suicide.The woman's mother has told bruises. The investigation later 
the media that even after they reached revealed that the doctor had been 
the hospital, they were not allowed to raped and murdered.
see the body. "I fell at their feet, after the woman doctor's body was "The Assistant Superintendent of chest 
begging them to let me see my found. According to the probe, she had medicine department called and said, 
daughter. But they did not. No one dinner on Thursday night with four 'your daughter died by suicide'. And 
understands what I went through. other colleagues on night duty. Police then we saw the reality when we 
They let us see her at 2 pm."are also speaking to them, among reached the hospital," the woman's 

The family members have told the others, to get to the bottom of the father told the media, adding that the 
media that the victim called her matter.official did not name himself during 
mother that night and told her to have Sanjoy Roy, a civic volunteer who the call. The father's remarks have 
dinner. "We were planning her frequented the hospital, has been triggered allegations that the college 
wedding next year," a relative said.arrested and police said if more administration attempted a cover-up 

"Accept Apology, However...": Top Court 
Relief For Ramdev, And A Warning

Call To Kolkata Doctor's Family Said She 
Died By Suicide. Police Probe Why

COVID-19". It also claimed that New Delhi. Yoga guru Ramdev and his 
Coronil had certification from WHO. aide Balakrishna today got some relief 
Indian Medical Association disputed in a misleading ads case related to 
this claim, saying it was a "blatant lie". Patanjali products after the Supreme 

In a subsequent video, Ramdev was Court closed contempt proceedings 
heard saying that allopathy was a against them. The court, however, 
"stupid and bankrupt science". The warned them against violating court 
IMA sent a legal notice to him and orders in the future.
sought an apology. Patanjali Yogpeeth The bench of Justice Hima Kohli and 
responded that Ramdev was reading Justice Sandeep Mehta said in their 
out from a forwarded WhatsApp order that the court accepts the apology 
message and has no ill-will against o f  Ramdev and  Balakr i shna .  adhering to the orders passed by this 
modern science. Then, in August 2022, "However, we expressly and strictly court in this case. The notice issued to 
IMA moved a petition against Patanjali warn them that they will not do any present contemnor also stands 
after it published an advertisement in thing in violation of the court orders discharge and closed," the court added.
newspapers titled 'Misconceptions like it has happened earlier in this case. 

The Supreme Court had come down 
Spread By Allopathy: Save Yourself We have come down heavily and we 

heavily on the Yoga guru and his aide 
And The  Count ry  From The  warn that this should not be done in 

for misleading ads of Patanjali 
Misconceptions Spread By Pharma future," the order said.

products.
"The affidavits tendered before this court And Medical Industry'. The ad claimed 

The matter dates back to the Covid years. 
should be done with full truth. We close that Patanjali drugs had cured people of 

Patanjali launched a drug, Coronil, in 
the contempt proceedings initiated diabetes, high blood pressure, thyroid, 

2021 and Ramdev described it as the 
against the party with the warning of liver cirrhosis, arthritis and asthma.

"first evidence-based medicine for 

'Har Ghar Tiranga' Caller Tune Back 
To Encourage People To Hoist 
Tricolour

PM Modi's Pakistani sister all set to tie him 
rakhi in Delhi this Raksha Bandhan

Sheikh will tie a rakhi to the Prime too, Sheikh hopes for an invitation 
Minister's wrist. Qamar Sheikh was f o r  t h e  R a k s h a  B a n d h a n  
born into a Muslim family in Karachi celebrations.

As a sister, she said, she is praying for and was married to Mohsin Sheikh in 
the good health of her brother. She 1981. Since then, she migrated and 
added that PM Modi will continue settled in India. Sheikh has been in 
the public welfare work he has done touch with PM Modi for the last 35 
for the last decade.Sheikh recalled years, since 1990.

She considers PM Modi her brother, meeting PM Modi for the first time 
and he reciprocates the sentiment. in 1990 through the late Dr. 
Every year for Raksha Bandhan, Swaroop Singh, who was the then 
Sheikh makes rakhi for him with her Governor of Gujarat.

made it on velvet. I have used pearls, She went to meet Singh who was leaving own hands and the PM gets it tied on his 
metal embroideries and tikki in the the airport. Narendra Modi was also wrist by her 'sister'.
Rakhi," she noted, adding that her tickets Raksha Bandhan is on Monday, August 19. present there at that time. Singh had then 
are booked to Delhi for August 19, a day Naturally, Sheikh has already prepared 8 told Narendra Modi that he considered 
before Raksha Bandhan.to 10 Rakhis. She told Aaj Tak she does Kamar Sheikh his daughter. Hearing this, 

Sheikh highlighted the fact that before the not buy rakhis from the market. "I make PM Modi replied saying that from that 
COVID-19 pandemic, she used to many Rakhis with my own hands every onwards Kamar Sheikh would be his Ahmedabad. Qamar Sheikh, who has been 
personally tie the rakhi on the PM's wrist. year before Raksha Bandhan and in the sister."Since then, I have been tying adorning Prime Minister Narendra 
That stopped in the years 2020, 2021, and end I tie the Rakhi that I like the most on Rakhi to him at the festival of Raksha Modi's wrist with a 'rakhi' for over two 
2022. Owing to the pandemic, she could his wrist," she added.For the 30th year of Bandhan , "  s a id  She ikh .She ikh  decades, is once again preparing to travel 
not travel and fulfil the ritual.Last year, this ritual, Sheikh said she is preparing reminisces how when she first met him, to Delhi to do the same for Raksha 
however, she travelled to Delhi with her something special. PM Modi was only a worker of the Bandhan on Monday, August 19. This 
husband and tied the rakhi. And this year "The rakhi I have prepared this year, I have Sangh.will be the 30th consecutive year when 

New Delhi. Delhi Lieutenant Governor VK Saxena 
conducted a review meeting on the implementation 
of three new criminal legislations in the national 
capital, stressing a collaborative and streamlined 
approach to ensure justice and transparency across 
all departments.

Delhi Home Minister Kailash Gahlot attended the 
meeting, while Law Minister Atishi was absent due 
to a family medical emergency. LG Saxena 
instructed officials to set specific timelines for 
ongoing projects related to the new laws.

The discussions in the meeting included training 
health department nodal officers for the 
MedLEaPR portal, with all central government 
hospitals in Delhi now onboarded with the portal. 
MedLEaPR is a web-based reporting system to 
capture the Medico-Legal Report (MLR) and Post-
Mortem Report (PMR) for the Directorate of 
Health Services in Delhi. A total of 186 Delhi 
government and 32 Central government doctors are 
registered, generating 81 reports on the portal.

The meeting also covered the procurement of mobile 
forensic vans, infrastructure for video conferencing 
in all 691 courts in Delhi, and the filling of 165 
junior scientific assistant vacancies at crime 
scenes, with a target completion date of September 
21. Besides, recruitment rules for vacant posts in 
the Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL) and 
Directorate of Prosecutions were discussed, along 
with plans for a new building for the Directorate.

The three legislations — Bharatiya Nyaya Samhita 
(BNS), Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
(BNSS), and Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) 
— which replaced the colonial-era Indian Penal 
Code (IPC), Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 
and Indian Evidence Act, have been in effect since 
July 1.

Delhi Lt Governor's 
instructions to implement 

new criminal laws with 
transparency

In New Strategy, Manipur Chief  Minister Looks To Redraw 
District Boundaries, End "Political Convenience"

reach Bishnupur from Kangpokpi?" Mr was seen as one example referring generations, suddenly there are complaints Imphal/Guwahati/New Delhi. Manipur Chief 
Singh said in the house. "The districts were to the expansion of Kangpokpi about taking 'tax', about being checked or Minister N Biren Singh has indicated the 
c r e a t e d  n o t  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  district - and the troubles the state is stopped while entering a district... these are state government will work with all 
c o n v e n i e n c e ,  b u t  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  facing today, Manipur BJP sources not compatible with the democratic set-up of communities and civil society organisations 
convenience." said. the country... So we need reorganisation of to discuss redrawing district boundaries 

He called it "most unfortunate" that there's "This (ethnic division) fault has the districts, for which we should sit together based on "administrative convenience" and 
an assumption in Manipur that districts existed for a long time, and it will and discuss," the Chief Minister, who not on "ethnic lines".
have been created based on ethnic lines, not be easy to correct it today. Our Mr Singh in the state assembly on Monday belongs to the ruling BJP, said in the 
"as if one district has been created for a inability to proudly say we, blamed past governments for leaving behind assembly.
particular community and given to them, together, are the people of Manipur Mr Singh's proposal, however, has been a mess by slicing up districts to create new 
forgetting what India is all about, what - Manipuri Tangkhul, Manipuri criticised by some of the 10 MLAs from the ones for "political convenience", and not 
Manipur is all about.” Meitei, Manipuri Pangal, Manipuri Kuki tribes and also the Opposition Congress "administrative convenience".

The Kuki-dominant Kangpokpi district "Everyone keeps saying what's happened has Thadou or Manipuri Paite - is a as a way to divert attention from more 
headquarters lies 45 km to the north of the happened. I say we should discuss what's serious, chronic disease. It will take immediate issues linked to the ethnic 
state capital Imphal. Kangpokpi district happened and correct mistakes so that the time to cure this, but cure we must," violence between the Meitei community and 
was created in 2016. The district's long, future generations don't suffer. The districts Mr Singh said in the assembly. the Kuki tribes. The 10 Kuki MLAs are not 
inverted U-shaped area surrounds Imphal "To rework district boundaries based created in the name of administrative attending the assembly session. Manipur joins with another Kuki-dominated district, 
valley from the north, east and west, leaving on administrative convenience and not on convenience, for example, Sadar Hills and Congress unit leader Lamtinthang Haokip in Churachandpur, which lies south of 
the south open till it reaches Bishnupur ethnic lines would be a good step... It seems Kangpokpi, it reaches all the way to a post on X reminded the Chief Minister that Bishnupur. The Manipur Chief Minister's 
district in the valley, 75 km away. In the hills some have started thinking they are kings of Bishnupur. If a fire or some incident happens, he was a part of the same government when comment that "political convenience" led to 
on the flank of Bishnupur, Kangpokpi also their districts. Despite living together for how are the fire officers or the police going to the districts were created.drawing district boundaries on "ethnic lines" 

New Delhi.  As India prepares to celebrate its 78th 
Independence Day, come August 15, the ‘Har Ghar 
Tiranga' caller tune is back. To encourage more people 
to hoist the 'Tricolour', the iconic caller tune greets us 
whenever we place a phone call. Similar campaigns 
were run in the past few years as well.

Launched under the banner of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 
in 2022, the 'Har Ghar Tiranga' campaign urges people 
to take the national flag home and hoist it. The third 
edition of the campaign is being celebrated from 
August 9 to 15 this year to mark the 78th Independence 
Day.In the past few years, people were greeted with the 
message of sharing their photographs with the 
'Tricolour' on the official Har Ghar Tiranga website, 
whenever they made a phone call."As this year's 
Independence Day approaches, let's again make 
#HarGharTiranga a memorable mass movement. I am 
changing my profile picture and I urge you all to join 
me in celebrating our Tricolour by doing the same. And 
yes, do share your selfies on harghartiranga.com," 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi wrote on social media 
site X on August 9. On Tuesday, Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar flagged off a ‘Tiranga Bike Rally' 
from the Bharat Mandapam in the national capital. He 
said that the campaign showed India's commitment 
towards ‘Viksit Bharat', adding it's “India's century”.

The bike rally started from the Bharat Mandapam, 
Pragati Maidan and reached the Major Dhyan Chand 
Stadium, passing through India Gate.Those who wish 
to take part in the 'Har Ghar Tiranga' campaign can 
raise the national flag atop their home and share a selfie 
with it on the website harghartiranga.com. 

To download the 'Har Ghar Tiranga' certificate, open the 
"click to participate" tab on the official website and fill 
in the required details.

Qamar Sheikh has 

been tying 'rakhis' 

on PM Narendra 

Modi's wrist for over 

two decades. This 

year she is ready to 

do it for the 30th 

time.

"He's So Powerful...": 
Principal Sent On Leave In 
Doctor Rape-Murder Case
Kolkata. The Calcutta High Court has ordered Dr Sandip 

Ghosh, the former head of Kolkata's RG Kar Medical 
College and Hospital - where a doctor was raped and 
murdered last week - to go on long leave. Dr Ghosh - 
under scrutiny for comments seen as victim-blaming 
and failing to ensure staff safety - resigned Monday, 
declaring "the girl who died was like my daughter... as a 
parent, I am resigning", but was re-appointed as 
Principal of the Calcutta Medical College and Hospital 
24 hours later.

The court, which also asked tough questions of the state's 
handling of this horrific crime, including keeping the 
doctor's parents waiting for information and possibly 
even protecting Dr Ghosh, observed the tragic 
circumstances of the woman's death did not seem to 
have much affected him. "The Principal is the guardian 
of all doctors working there... if he doesn't show any 
empathy who will show? He should be at home not 
working anywhere..." a division bench led by Chief 
Justice TS Sivagnanam said, also wondering how it 
happens that a government lawyer is arguing for Dr 
Ghosh. “If the principal stepped down owing 'moral 
responsibility', (it is) rather serious that he is rewarded, 
within 12 hours, with another appointment. This 
Principal will not function... let him go on long leave. 
Otherwise we pass an order," the court said when told Dr 
Ghosh had been posted elsewhere.

"Why Do You Protect Him..."
The High Court this morning was hearing a clutch of 

petitions, including one by the doctor's parents seeking a 
court-monitored probe into their daughter's death. The 
parents claimed gross insensitivity in state authorities' 
handling of the aftermath of the crime, arguing, "We 
were told at 9.30 pm she was unwell... then (told) she 
committed suicide. The hospital did not allow me to see 
my daughter." The parents sought impleading of Dr 
Ghosh, which turned the court's attention on him. "He 
was the principal... he cannot shrug off the 
responsibility and must be impleaded as accused," they 
argued. "No man is above the law..." the court 
thundered, "How did he step down and then be rewarded 
with another responsibility?" The court, which 
demanded the police's case diary by 2 pm, also directed 
Dr Ghosh's resignation letter be filed, observing, "... we 
want to see what he has written."

Delhi Lieutenant Governor VK Saxena 
conducted a review meeting on the 

implementation of three new criminal 
legislations in the national capital. He 

instructed the officials to implement the new 
criminal law with transparency.

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh in the state assembly on Monday blamed past governments for leaving behind a mess 
by slicing up districts to create new ones for "political convenience", and not "administrative convenience"
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BUSINESS 10

Blinkit now offers up to 25,000 

unique SKUs, including LEGO sets 

and passport photo delivery in 

select locations.

New Delhi  Unicommerce eSolutions commerce enablement SaaS platform, shares between Rs 102 and Rs 108, 
Limited made a blockbuster debut on coupled with its proven track record of with a minimum lot size of 138 shares. 
Dalal Street, turning multibagger, with profitable growth, solidified investor It successfully raised Rs 276.57 crore 
the shares listing at a premium of 118% confidence. While challenges like through an offer-for-sale (OFS) of up 
on the National Stock Exchange competitive pressures and negative to 2,56,08,512 equity shares.The IPO 
(NSE).The shares opened at Rs 235 on cash flows remain, the initial market was oversubscribed by 168.39 times 
the NSE, marking a premium of response highlights the immense overall. Non-institutional investors 
117.59% over its issue price of Rs 108. potential of Unicommerce eSolutions (NIIs) heavily drove this demand, with 
The shares made a stellar debut on the in the burgeoning e-commerce their portion subscribed 252.48 times. 
BSE as well, listing at Rs 230, with a ecosystem," she added.She further aid Qualified institutional bidders 
premium of 112.96%.Shivani Nyati, t ha t  t h i s  excep t iona l  l i s t i ng  subscribed 138.75 times, and the retail 
Head of Wealth, Swastika Investmart underscores the company's strong investor segment saw a subscription 
Ltd  sa id  tha t  the  l i s t ing  o f  fundamentals and growth prospects. rate of 131.15 times during the three-
Unicommerce eSolutions blockbuster day period.Founded in February 2012, "However, investors are advised to 
performance far exceeded pre-listing Unicommerce eSolutions is a SaaS consider some profit booking at this 
expectations, provider specialising in e-commerce level, and those who want to hold it 

operations for brands, sellers, and fuelled by the massive oversubscription may keep a stop loss at 210," advised 
logistics firms, offering software of 168.35 times and a robust grey Nyati.Unicommerce eSolutions' IPO 
solutions to streamline post-purchase market premium."The company's was open for bidding from August 6 to 
e-commerce management.strong market position as a leading e- August 8. The company priced its 

Firstcry shares list at 40% premium over 
issue price: Should you hold or sell

Unicommerce eSolutions IPO lists at 118% premium: Hold 

able to offer up to 25,000 unique SKUs 
(stock keeping units) to our customers in 
some locations,” he said in a letter to 
shareholders.A large part of this 
expansion in selection has happened 
outside traditional grocery segments of 
FMCG, fruits & vegetables and staples, 
he added. The CEO said they have been 
adding SKUs over last four quarters. 

B E N G A L U R U .  Z o m a t o ’s  q u i c k  
“Some of our categories have become a 

commerce platform Blinkit, which has 
major percentage of the platform. As a 

been diversifying its offerings, will 
result, they are now starting to contribute 

continue to invest in newer categories.In 
meaningfully to growth number,” he said 

the past six quarters, Blinkit has launched 
in Q1 earnings conference call.Blinkit 

products in electronics, beauty & make-
aims to raise its dark stores to 2,000 by 

up, pet care, and toys & games. The 
2026. 

platform announced that it will deliver 
“Our average GOV (gross order value) passport-sized photos in 10 minutes for is always to open larger stores. “Our deliver products that have been otherwise throughput per store has grown from Rs 6 Delhi and Gurugram customers. Albinder attempt is to make sure that every new harder to access for customers. For lakh per day per store when we were at Dhindsa, founder and CEO, Blinkit, in a store that we open is eventually run by a instance, we believe, of the sales that we 383 stores a year ago to Rs 10 lakh today post on X announced ‘LEGO sets are local partner,” he said.Blinkit wants to generate in ice-creams, 2/3rd is when we are at 639 stores. For our top 50 available on blinkit!’“We have been stick to delivering all assortments in 10 incremental. This is the demand that stores today, this number is Rs 18 lakh per focused from the beginning to increase minutes. He said the platform’s GOV is would have gone unaddressed if we day per store and growing,” he selection for customers and offer it in made up of incremental growth in hadn’t built capabilities to deliver ice-said.Dhindsa added that their preference most efficient way to them... we are now consumption.“Our model is able to creams in minutes,” he added.

Blinkit expands quick commerce 
offerings with new categories, services

Trend Alert: Gold Prices Remain Strong; 
Crude Witnesses Sharp Up-move

New Delhi  surprise Ukrainian military advance into than-expected consumer price increases Gold and crude oil prices have 
Russia’s Kursk region, has heightened in China, the world’s largest oil importer, experienced a significant uptick. The 
concerns about potential wider regional provided further support to crude prices, precious metal has extended its gains, 
conflicts involving Iran and its proxies. signalling robust demand in the key Asian solidifying its position as a safe-haven 

market.Outlook: Crude oil prices are Investors are closely watching upcoming a s s e t  a m i d s t  g l o b a l  e c o n o m i c  
expected to remain elevated as U.S. producer and consumer price data, uncertainties. Simultaneously, crude oil 
geopolitical tensions in the Middle East which could provide further insights into has witnessed a sharp increase, primarily 
continue to fuel concerns over potential the Federal Reserve’s interest rate driven by supply concerns and robust 
supply disruptions.trajectory.In this environment, gold is global demand.ising gold prices often 

attracting attention as a traditional hedge Base Metalsreflect investor concerns about inflation 
against geopolitical instability and Copper prices rose on Monday as traders and economic instability. Conversely, a 
economic uncertainty, particularly as covered short positions, anticipating that soaring oil price can fuel inflationary 
lower interest rates tend to boost the prices may have reached a bottom ahead pressures while also impacting consumer 
appeal of non-yielding assets like bullion. situation, with fears growing that Iran and of crucial economic data from China and spending and business costs.As these 

Hezbollah might retaliate against Israel, Outlook: Gold prices are expected to the United States.Last week, recession trends unfold, it is crucial to monitor their 
potentially widening the conflict.Such an remain strong, driven by heightened fears in the U.S. led to a broad selloff in impact on various sectors and markets. escalation could lead to U.S. sanctions on geopolitical tensions and anticipation of equities and commodities, but stronger-

Prathamesh Mallya, DVP- Research, Non- Iranian oil exports, threatening to remove key U.S. inflation data that could than-expected U.S. jobs data helped 
Agri Commodities and Currencies, Angel approximately 1.5 million barrels per day influence the Federal Reserve’s rate stabilise the markets.Traders are now 
One, shared trend insights on gold, base from the market.decisions. focused on upcoming Chinese data, 
metals and crude prices. including new yuan loans, industrial Additionally, expectations of U.S. interest Crude

Gold production, and urban investment, as rate cuts, driven by signs of cooling Oil prices surged by over 4% on Monday, 
Gold prices surged over 1% on Monday, indicators of future demand for industrial inflation, have also supported oil prices, marking their fifth consecutive day of 

reaching their highest level since August metals like copper.Additionally, U.S. as lower rates typically boost economic gains, as escalating tensions in the Middle 
2, as safe-haven demand increased amid consumer price data due on Wednesday activity and energy demand.East raised concerns about potential 
global geopolitical tensions and could influence the timing of Federal Investors are also closely monitoring disruptions to global crude supplies.
anticipation of key U.S. inflation data. Reserve interest rate cuts, potentially upcoming U.S. consumer price data, The U.S. Defense Department’s decision to 

The ongoing conflict between Israeli forces weakening the U.S. dollar and boosting which could influence future monetary deploy a guided missile submarine to the 
and militants near Gaza, coupled with a demand for dollar-priced metals.policy decisions.Meanwhile, stronger-region underscores the seriousness of the 

New Delhi  In a big development for Adani 
Group investors, MSCI has announced the 
lifting of restrictions on the treatment of 
Adani Group stocks, particularly concerning 
their free float status.The update is part of the 
August 2024 Index Review, following a 
period of uncertainty triggered by concerns 
raised in February 2023.MSCI had 
previously halted certain adjustments to 
Adani Group securities, citing doubts about 
the free float status due to the nature of 
certain investors in the group's stocks.This 
move had led to the suspension of potential 
changes to the number of shares for affected 
securities and the postponement of non-
neutral corporate events, pending further 
review.

Key restrictions lifted
As of August 12, 2024, MSCI has resumed 

normal operations concerning Adani Group 
stocks, which include changes to the 
Number of Shares (NOS), Foreign Inclusion 
Factor (FIF), and Domestic Inclusion Factor 
(DIF).These changes will be implemented at 
the close of August 30, 2024, with the regular 
implementation of corporate events starting 
on September 2, 2024. The proforma FIF and 
DIF for Adani Group securities have been 
announced as part of this review.

What it means for Adani Group stocks?

This decision impacts several key Adani 
Group stocks within the MSCI Global 
Standard  Index ,  inc lud ing  Adani  
Enterprises, Adani Ports, Adani Green, 
Adani Power, and Ambuja Cements.It may 
be noted that the MSCI has reduced the 
weightage of Adani Enterprises and Ambuja 
Cements in its Standard Index.

Despite lifting the restrictions, MSCI will 
continue to closely monitor the Adani Group 
and issue further communications if any 
developments related to the free float arise.

Big relief for Adani Group 
stocks as MSCI lifts key 
restrictions. Details here

New Delhi  Firstcry IPO made a strong 
market debut listing at a premium of 
40% over its issue price on the 
National Stock Exchange (NSE) on 
Tuesday.Shares  o f  Bra inbees  
Solutions (Firstcry) opened at Rs 651 
on the NSE, at a premium of 40% over 
its issue price of Rs 549. On the BSE, 
the shares opened at Rs 625, a premium 
of 34.4%. The shares had a GMP of Rs 
84 ahead of the listing.Shivani Nyati, 
Head of Wealth, Swastika Investmart 
Ltd said that Firstcry, India's leading 
online retailer for baby and child care 
products surpassed even the optimistic 
pre-listing expectations reflected in the 
healthy grey market premium.She 
further said that the IPO was 
moderately subscribed at 12.22 times, 
indicating decent investor interest. 

said Nyati.The initial public offering Firstcry's market leadership and strong H o w e v e r,  t h e  s t r o n g  l i s t i n g  
(IPO) of Brainbees Solutions (Firstcry) brand position are undeniable, performance reflects a renewed 
saw decent interest from investors with investors should remain cautious about confidence in the company's growth 
the issue getting subscribed over 12 the company's path to profitability. The prospects, despite the ongoing 
times on the final day.She further said reliance on third-party manufacturers prof i tabi l i ty  chal lenges .Whi le  
that the IPO was moderately subscribed and negative cash flows remain areas of Firstcry's market leadership and strong 
at 12.22 times, indicating decent concern that require close monitoring," brand position are undeniable, 
investor interest. However, the strong said Nyati.The initial public offering investors should remain cautious about 
listing performance reflects a renewed (IPO) of Brainbees Solutions (Firstcry) the company's path to profitability. The 
confidence in the company's growth saw decent interest from investors with reliance on third-party manufacturers 
prospects, despite the ongoing the issue getting subscribed over 12 and negative cash flows remain areas of 
profi tabil i ty challenges."While times on the final day.concern that require close monitoring," 

RVNL, Dixon, Vodafone Idea 
among stocks in focus today. 
Know why

New Delhi  Rail Vikas Nigam Ltd (RVNL), Vodafone 
Idea, Dixon Technologies, Zydus Lifesciences, Prestige 
Estates, Oracle Financial Services and Oil India are 
seven stocks in focus today.While shares of RVNL, 
Dixon Technologies, Oil India and Oracle Financial 
Services have gained in early trade, the other three are 
trading in the red.All the above-mentioned stocks have 
been added to the MSCI India Domestic Index in the 
latest rebalancing for August.These changes will be 
effective after the market close on August 30, 2024.

What do analysts say?
Analysts are predicting that this rebalancing could lead to 

significant passive inflows into these stocks, potentially 
bringing up to $3 billion into the Indian market.

mong the stocks, Dixon Technologies could see the 
highest passive inflows, with an estimated $281 million, 
which would translate to roughly two million shares.

Vodafone Idea is expected to attract $278 million in 
inflows, equating to around 1,450 million shares. Oil 
India and Zydus Lifesciences could also see substantial 
inflows, with estimates of $238 million and $230 
million, respectively. RVNL is projected to attract $219 
million in inflows.Prestige Estate Projects and Oracle 
Financial Services are also expected to benefit, with 
anticipated inflows of $181 million and $170 million, 
respectively.On the flip side, Bandhan Bank may see 
outflows of $170 million due to its exclusion from the 
index.MSCI also announced the inclusion of eight 
stocks in the MSCI India Domestic Smallcap Index, 
such as Bosch, PB Fintech, Phoenix Mills, and others, 
while 27 stocks have been added to the MSCI ACWI 
Index globally.The largest additions to the MSCI World 
Index include companies from Switzerland, Denmark, 
and Sweden, while the MSCI Emerging Markets Index 
will see new entries from Brazil, China, and the UAE.

MUMBAI. In a relief to housing finance companies, the 
Reserve Bank has tweaked the risk weights by capping 
it for undisbursed loans at par with that of disbursed 
loans. This is likely to release growth capital that was 
locked for undisbursed loans and make mortgage loans 
cheaper.“To address a potential anomaly in the 
computation of risk-weighted assets for undisbursed 
amounts of housing loans/other loans vis-a-vis that for 
an equivalent disbursed amount of similar exposures, 
it’s been decided that the risk-weighted assets computed 
for undisbursed amounts of housing loans/other loans 
shall be capped at the risk-weighted asset computed on a 
notional basis for an equivalent amount of disbursed 
loans,” the RBI said in circular Monday.

At the same time, the regulator segregated risk weights for 
standard and stressed commercial real estate--
residential buildings.The central bank said the risk 
weight for commercial real estate–residential buildings 
classified as standard would continue to be 75 percent. 
For exposures under this category, which are not 
classified as standard, the risk weight shall be 100 
percent.According to industry experts, if the risk capital 
that an HFC need to maintain against housing loans is 
reduced, it can increase their ability to lend more. As a 
result, home loans can become more accessible and 
affordable for buyers.

Premature deposit withdrawal from NBFCs
MUMBAI: The Reserve Bank has mandated non-banking 

financial companies (NBFCs) to pay 100% of the 
deposit amount within the first 3 months of accepting it 
if the depositor seeks a withdrawal, citing an emergency 
but without any interest. Issuing the revised regulations 
governing NBFCs and housing finance companies 
(HFCs) Monday, RBI said the new norms will be 
applicable from January 1, 2025. But the depositor will 
not get any interest if the money on premature 
withdrawals. 

RBI eases capital 
requirements for housing 
finance firms by capping risk 
weights on undisbursed loans

NEW DELHI. The GST Council, chaired by Union 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, will meet on 
September 9."The 54th Meeting of GST Council will be 
held on 9th September, 2024 at New Delhi," the Council 
said in a post on X.The GST Council, comprising 
finance ministers of Centre and states, is the apex 
decision making body with regard to Goods and 
Services Tax (GST), which was rolled out on July 1, 
2017.The meeting is expected to start discussion on rate 
rationalisation, reducing tax slabs, besides removing 
duty inversion under GST.After the previous Council 
meeting on June 23, Sitharaman had said the next 
meeting of the GST Council the Group of Ministers 
(GoM) on rate rationalisation under Bihar Deputy Chief 
Minister Sumant Chaudhary, will give a presentation on 
the status of the work and aspects covered by the panel 
and work pending before the panel."There will be a 
presentation by the GoM irrespective of whether the 
report is draft and then Council will start the discussion 
on rate rationalisation in the next meeting," Sitharaman 
had said.

GST Council to meet on Sept 
9, to start discussion on rate 
rationalisation
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