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Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
counters Congress on Budget face-off

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, July 24: In first reaction to the

opposition allegations of discrimination
in the Union Budget, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman challenged the
Congress to reveal whether it men-
tioned every state of the country in the
several budgets its finance ministers
presented. Mallikarjun Kharge hurls
'Mata ji' barb at Nirmala Sitharaman;
Jagdeep Dhankhar says ‘she’s your
daughter’s age’ "This is an outrageous
allegation, a deliberate attempt of the
Congress-led opposition to give an
impression to the people that other
states (barring Andhra Pradesh and
Bihar) have not got anything. I chal-
lenge the Congress to say whether they
named all states in the many budgets
they presented," Nirmala said in Rajya
Sabha on Wednesday. She was speaking
after Leader of Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge accused the government of
neglecting non-BJP states in the budget and
walked out. Answering the allegations, Nirmala

said in every budget one doesn't have an oppor-
tunity to name every state of the country.
"Between vote of account in February and full

budget yesterday I have not named very many
states. Between the vote on account and yester-
day I have not named Maharashtra also. But the

union Cabinet under PM Narendra Modi passed
a very important decision to build a major port in
Maharashtra costing Rs 76,000 crore. Does it

mean we have ignored Maharashtra?" the
FM asked. She said if the budget speech
doesn’t mention the name of a particular
state, that does that mean that the particu-
lar state does not get government schemes.
"These things go to states as per routine.
This (discrimination allegations) is a delib-
erate attempt of the opposition parties to
give an impression that nothing has been
given to all states. I challenge the Congress
whether they named all states or the coun-
try in their budget session. This is an outra-
geous allegation," the FM said, adding that
Kharge's allegations "are not acceptable".
She said while the opposition TMC has
been questioning the budget, the fact is
that it has refused to implement several
schemes of the Centre in the state. "Several
schemes given by the PM in the last 10
years have not been implemented by West

Bengal and you have the audacity to ask me
today that nothing has been given," Sitharaman
said countering the opposition.

Bhupinder Hooda targets Nayab Saini
government over 'Non-Stop Haryana' slogan

Naresh Malhotra
Chandigarh, July 24: Congress leader

Bhupinder Singh Hooda has said the
Nayab Singh Saini government should
change its “Non-Stop Haryana” slogan to
“Full Stop Haryana” and alleged that the
BJP regime has put a “full stop on invest-
ments, industrial development, job cre-
ation, crop prices” in the state. “If there is
anything non-stop in the BJP government,
it is unemployment, inflation, crime, drug
addiction and migration of youth,” the
Leader of Opposition in the Haryana
Assembly said in a statement issued here
on Tuesday. His remarks were in refer-
ence to the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
government coming up with the “Mahra
Haryana, Non-Stop Haryana” slogan
ahead of the state Assembly polls due
later in the year. Under the slogan, the
Saini government has been spelling out
the initiatives launched for various sec-
tions of the society and pointing towards
the rapid progress the state has made in
the last 10 years. Over the last few days,
the state government has issued newspa-
per advertisements, touching upon sever-
al initiatives for various sections of the
society, including the poor, farmers and

women. Saini hit back at the former chief
minister on Wednesday, saying,

“Bhupinder Hoodaji, my Haryana today is
non-stop Haryana.” In a post in Hindi on
X, the chief minister took a dig at the
Congress regime (2005-2014) in the state
led by Hooda, and claimed that a full stop
has now been put on goondaism, atroci-
ties against Dalits and backward classes,
auction of government jobs, taking away

farmers' land and the reign of terror that
prevailed when the grand old party was in

power. “If there has been a full stop, that is
only on your politics,” Saini further said. In
his statement, Hooda said during the
Congress era, big institutions like a health
university, six medical colleges, an All
India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) and a cancer institute were built
in the state, besides 641 rural hospitals

and community and primary health cen-
tres. “But as soon as the BJP came to
power, it put a full stop on this work being
done in the health sector and did not build
any major health institution in the state,”
he claimed. Hooda also said the
Congress-led government in Haryana
had built 12 government universities, a
central university, 154 polytechnic col-
leges, 56 industrial training institutes, four
engineering colleges, the Rajiv Gandhi
Education City, the Babasaheb Ambedkar
Law University and about 2,500 govern-
ment schools. “But as soon as the BJP
came to power in 2014, it put a full stop on
the expanding education system in the
state,” he alleged. Hooda also accused the
BJP of putting a full stop on the welfare
scheme of free allotment of plots of 100
square yards to poor, Scheduled Caste
(SC) and Other Backward classes (OBC)
families started by the previous Congress
regime. He said more than two lakh jobs
were given in all government depart-
ments during the Congress government,
“but today, more than two lakh permanent
posts are lying vacant in Haryana”. Hooda
said during the Congress regime, six
industrial model townships were built and
big industries set up in Haryana. 

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar shouts at Opposition
women members inside Assembly

Navdeep Singh Sahni
Patna, July 24: Bihar Chief

Minister Nitish Kumar on
Wednesday drew flak from the RJD
for shouting at Opposition women
members inside the Assembly.
Kumar’s outburst came as Opposition
members stood in the well of the
House, demanding that the
state’s amended reservation
laws be incorporated in the 9th
schedule of the Constitution to
make it immune from legal
scrutiny. Women legislators of
the RJD were also in the well
shouting slogans like “Nitish
Kumar Hai Hai (down with
Nitish Kumar)”, besides accus-
ing the Chief Minister of being
anti-reservation. The septuage-
narian Chief Minister lost his
cool. Waving his fingers at the
legislators, especially at Rekha
Devi of RJD, Kumar shouted, “You
are a woman. Do you realise that it
was only after I assumed power that
women started getting their dues in
Bihar? You are a woman, (still) you do
not know anything. If you say Hai Hai
to me, then it’s Hai Hai for all,” said

the furious CM. “It was at my
instance that you all agreed to a caste
survey after which quotas for SC, ST,
OBCs and the extremely backward
classes were hiked,” said Kumar. He
told the House that after the Patna
High Court set aside the reservation
laws, the state moved the Supreme
Court. “A formal request has also

been made to the Centre for includ-
ing those in the 9th schedule,” Kumar
said. The Bihar Government urged
the Centre to incorporate the hiked
reservation for deprived castes from
50 to 65 per cent in state government
jobs and educational institutions in
the 9th schedule of the Constitution.

The 9th Schedule includes a list of
Central and state laws that cannot be
challenged in courts. In 1992, the
Supreme Court capped reservations
for the backward classes at 50 per
cent. Outside the house, RJD mem-
bers slammed the Chief Minister for
his behaviour inside the House
against woman legislators. Leader of

the Opposition in the state legisla-
tive council, Rabri Devi, said, “This
has not happened for the first time
with the CM. People know that he
(CM) has no respect for women.
Whatever he has done today in the
Assembly, is sheer insult to
women. Leaders of the NDA do not
respect women, the former chief
minister alleged. “Only RJD and
INDIA block leaders have respect
for women,” she claimed. Talking
to PTI, RJD MLA Rekha Devi said,
“Whatever Nitish Kumar ji said

today in the Assembly is insulting to a
woman… We are here today because
of our leader and party supremo Lalu
Prasad and not because of Nitish
Kumar. He has insulted a Dalit legis-
lator today in the House. It seems that
he (CM) has no control over his
mind.” 

Sanjay Kumar
Chandigarh, July 24: A terrifying

footage of Saurya Airlines flight crash

in Nepal’s Kathmandu showing the
exact moment the plane went down
has gone viral online. Yemeni national
among 18 killed as aircraft crashes dur-
ing takeoff in Nepal's Kathmandu; pilot
survives The flight--bound for
Pokhara--experienced a runway excur-
sion, leading to the mishap. The plane

flipped during takeoff, struck the
ground with a wing tip, caught fire, and
ended up in a gorge between the
Buddha Air hangar and the radar sta-

tion. The incident occurred around 11
am. Of the 19 on board the plane, 18
bodies have been recovered. Pilot
Manish Shakya was rescued and
rushed to hospital. Eyewitnesses said
shortly after take-off, the plane
plunged to the ground and exploded in
a ball of fire. 

15 roads closed in Himachal
Pradesh following heavy rain

Shimla, July 24: Fifteen roads were
closed for vehicular traffic in Himachal
Pradesh following heavy rainfall in the past
24 hours even as the weather office issued
a ‘yellow’ alert of heavy rain at isolated
places for the next four days till July 28. A
total of 15 roads—12 in Mandi, two in
Kinnaur and one in Kangra district—were
closed for vehicular traffic, while 62 trans-
formers were disrupted in the state, accord-
ing to the state emergency operation cen-
tre. The Met also cautioned about damage
to plantations and standing crops, vulnera-
ble structures and ‘kutcha’ houses in the
state due to strong winds and waterlogging
in low-lying areas. Intermittent rain lashed
parts of the state, with Baijnath recording
85 mm of rainfall since Tuesday evening,
followed by Palampur (25.2 mm),
Jogindernagar (18 mm), Dharamshala
(10.4 mm), Hamirpur (8mm), Poanta Sahib
(7.6 mm), Sainj and Kahu (7.5 mm each),
Kasauli (7.4 mm) and Shimla (5.6 mm),
according to the Meteorological Centre,
Shimla. So far, 49 persons have died in rain-
related incidents in the state, which has suf-
fered losses of approximately Rs 389 crore
in the ongoing monsoon season since June
27, the emergency operation centre said.
Kukumseri in tribal Lahaul and Spiti district
was coldest on Tuesday night at 10.2
degrees Celsius, while Una was hottest dur-
ing the day recording a temperature of 36.4
degrees Celsius. 

Exact moment of Nepal plane
crash: Video shows plane
flipping during take off

New Delhi, July 24: The Road
Ministry has decided to initially
implement the global navigation
satellite system (GNSS)-based toll
collection system at select national
highways on pilot basis as an added
facility along with FASTag, the
Rajya Sabha was informed on
Wednesday. In a written reply,
Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari
said pilot study with regard to
GNSS-based user fee collection sys-
tem has been done on Bengaluru-
Mysore section of NH-275 in
Karnataka and Panipat-Hisar sec-
tion of NH-709 in Haryana. Gadkari
said a stakeholder consultation
through international workshop
was organised on June 25, 2024 and
global expression of interest (EOI)
was invited for wider industrial con-
sultation on June 7, 2024 with last
date of submission as July 22, 2024.
Replying to a separate question, he
said the master plan for national
highways to improve the logistics
with provision of expressway/high
speed highways has been prepared
by the road ministry under PM
Gatishakti Framework using trans-
portation model with analysis of
data of e-way bills (GST), toll and

traffic survey. Responding to anoth-
er question, the minister said
among all the national highway
projects that started about 10 years
ago, 697 projects have gone beyond
their original completion schedule.
Primary reasons for delay in NH
projects are issues relating to land
acquisition, statutory clearances,
utility shifting, encroachment
removal, law & order, financial
crunch of contractor, poor perform-
ance of contractor and force
majeure events like Covid-19 pan-
demic, heavy rainfall, floods,
cyclone, landslides/avalanches etc,
he added. According to Gadkari,
since 2014, NHAI has availed loan
and other borrowings totalling Rs
3.77 lakh crore for completion of
projects / scheme entrusted with
them. The minister also informed
that at the beginning of the current
financial year, under
ongoing/awarded projects, the
ministry had about 20,000 km
national highways remaining for
construction. Moreover, the min-
istry has a shelf of projects under
DPR and tendering process, to fur-
ther augment the construction
progress during the current and
next fiscal years, he said.

Government to implement GNSS-based toll
collection system at select national highways

I would like to inform my well wishers friends that I had
brain stroke and I was admitted to Sir Gangaram Hospital
Delhi, now discharged  ! Very big and famous neurology
specialist Dr. Anshu Rohatgi jee is treating me and by the
grace of Waheguru ji I am fine now ! Many many thanks to
Sir Gangaram Hospital and Dr. Anshu Rohatgi Jee  !

Gurcharan Singh Babbar,
Editor - In - Chief , 

National Daily Newspaper Group & Author 

Thanks to
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital & 
Dr. Anshu Rohatgi jee

Will put pressure on government to get
legal guarantee for MSP: Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi, July 24: The INDIA bloc will put pressure on the government and ensure that the farmers get a legal guarantee for MSP, Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi said on Wednesday after he met a delegation of farmer leaders in the Parliament House complex. The delegation comprised 12 farmer leaders from Punjab, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka. It apprised Gandhi of the issues being faced by the farmers. “Our manifesto promised a legal guarantee for MSP. We have
done a full assessment and it is feasible. We had a meeting and it was decided that we will have a discussion with INDIA bloc leaders and will try and put pressure on the govern-
ment to ensure that the farmers get a legal guarantee for MSP,” Gandhi told reporters after the meeting. Later, in a post on X, the former Congress chief said, “Legal guarantee
for MSP is the right of farmers. INDIA will ensure that they get this right.” After meeting Gandhi, a farmer leader said, “We met Rahul Gandhi and he gave us a patient hearing.
A long discussion took place on our demand for a legal guarantee for MSP. INDIA bloc partners have assured us that they will raise issues of the farmers”. Congress general sec-
retary KC Venugopal, former Punjab Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi, Punjab Congress chief Amrinder Singh Raja Warring, Congress leaders Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa,
Gurjeet Singh Aujla, Dharamvir Gandhi, Amar Singh, Deepender Singh Hooda and Jai Prakash were also present in the meeting. Rahul Gandhi with farmer leaders during a meet-
ing.“For the crores of farmers of India, LOP Rahul Gandhi ji is the ray of hope. Snubbed by the government, beaten with sticks and welcomed with bullets, these farmers have
lost all expectations from the government,” Venugopal said after the meeting. “In our meeting with farm union leaders, we discussed the urgent need for a legal MSP guarantee,
justice for protesting farmers who suffered at the hands of the Haryana government, and various other issues concerning the farmers today,” he said on X.
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renewed push  to  th i s  G U R G A O N .  A  s e r i e s  o f  
segment, which has been transformative measures focusing 
f ac ing  cha l l enges .The  o n  a f f o r d a b i l i t y ,  u r b a n  
rationalisation of stamp duty development and infrastructure 
across states, with a focus on growth announced by Union 
women buyers, is expected to f i nance  min i s t e r  N i rma la  
boost homebuyer sentiment Sitharaman in the Union Budget 
in cities, Vikas Aggarwal of are expected to drive demand for 
Worldwide Realty said, housing, provide a stimulus to 
adding that the development construction activities and benefit 
of industrial parks, corridors realty firms and homebuyers, 
and infrastructure in temple according to developers and 
corridors should provide experts.Also, the allocation of Rs 
ample opportunities for real 10 lakh crore under PM Awas 
e s t a t e  Yojana (PMAY) Urban Scheme, 
stakeholders.Furthermore, which aims at constructing 3 crore commended the Budget as "prudent 

he said, revisions in tax slabs and homes for urban poor and middle-class and holistic in each aspect", 
increases in deduction limits under families and move to reduce stamp duties highlighting the Centre's decision to 
the new tax regime are likely to to make property registration more allocate funds under PMAY Urban 
enhance  d isposable  income,  affordable for women are seen as robust Scheme and rationalise stamp duty 
potentially driving up real estate steps towards urban development and for homebuyers."At the macro level, 
investment in the residential sector.homeownership accessibility.Industry sustained infrastructure impetus, 

experts have praised the budget for its Colliers India CEO Badal Yagnik said reflected in the Rs 11.1-lakh crore 
emphasis on industrial corridors, urban allocation of funds for development Capex allocation. We anticipate all 
housing and revamp of cities. Anshuman of additional houses under PMAY these would create a multiplier 
Magazine, chairman and CEO (India), will drive construction in both urban impact and a significant boost in the 
CBRE, said "new policies and regulations and rural areas, positively impacting overall housing sector," Aggarwal 
are set to enhance the rental housing allied sectors. The PPP financing and said.Ganga Realty joint MD Vikas 
market, promoting safety, transparency viability gap funding (VGF) for Garg said while there were no major 
and availability, thereby benefiting many rental housing will help meet housing surprises for the real estate sector, the 
cities".Pradeep Aggarwal, founder and needs of the poor while reducing the support extended to affordable 
chairman, Signature Global (India), govt's burden.housing is expected to provide a 

NEWS BOX

Week after stabbing their friend to 
death in Faridabad, 2 land in police net

Stamp duty cut to benefit homebuyers, say realtors

constructed buildings with stilt parking GURGAON. The district town planner 
and up to five to six floors, despite (enforcement) has served show-cause 
regulations permitting only three floors notices to 100 house owners in DLF 5 
with stilt parking. Rooms have even for illegal construction and commercial 
been built in stilt parking areas," he activities in 60sq yard homes 
added.It was found in the survey that designated under EWS (economically 
property owners created multiple one-weaker section) category.
room sets per floor, violating building Despite these notices, no satisfactory 
codes by making two to three sets per response has been received from any 
floor, resulting in 12 to 15 sets per house owner, prompting the department 
building. This generates rental income to prepare restoration orders, said 
of around Rs 2.5 to 3 lakh per month. DTCP officials.
Construction was also carried out in A survey carried out by DTCP in DLF-5 
areas meant to be left vacant at the front after a complaint was filed has revealed 
and  back ,  b la tan t ly  ignor ing  rampant violations in affordable 
regulations.houses. Notices were issued under 

"Originally intended for three families, Haryana Urban Development Act, 
these houses now accommodate requiring house owners to submit 
numerous people, putting burden on written responses within seven days. 
the colony's basic amenities, including However, no satisfactory responses 
water, electricity, and sewage have been received."The department 
systems," said Yadav, adding that will now issue restoration orders, 

sealing drive will be carried out," said off ic ia ls ,  have  been i l legal ly  restoration orders will be issued, and if providing a 7 to 10-day compliance 
D T P  ( e n f o r c e m e n t )  M a n i s h  transformed into significant income not complied with, the houses will be period. If houses are not restored to their 
Yadav.These EWS houses, according to sources. "The property owners have sealed.original form within this timeframe, a 

Illegal construction in 100 Gurgaon 
homes: DTCP warns of sealing drive

juvenile stabbed Sameer multiple GURGAON. A 19-year-old youth and a 
times in the head and killed him on 17-year-old juvenile were taken into 
the spot at a dirt road near the custody on Tuesday for allegedly 
Yamuna canal in Palla on July 17 stabbing their friend to death in Palla 
night."Sucha and Sameer were close on July 17. The deceased was a 25-
friends. Recently, their common year-old private company worker. 
friend, Mohit had died in a road According to police, the accused 
accident. Sameer did not attend his murdered their friend due to a personal 
final rites, and a few days ago, he grudge.Private company employee 
made negative comments about Sameer was from Ajay Nagar in 
Mohit in front of the accused. The Faridabad. He had gone missing after 

complaint, police registered a murder accused did not like Sameer's he left home to see a Muharram 
case under BNS Section 103 (1) on behaviour and decided to kill him," procession in Palla on July 17. In his 
July 18.Furthermore, the Crime said Faridabad police spokesperson complaint, Sameer's father Naushad 
Branch team was entrusted with the Yashpal."The accused took Sameer to a Ali said his son had left home around 
investigation, and on Tuesday, they dirt road near the Yamuna canal and 2.30pm on July 17 and did not return. 
arrested Sameer alias Sucha near the stabbed him to death. Sucha will be Subsequently, on July 18, locals found 
Palla bridge.During interrogation, produced before the court for police his body on a road abutting the Yamuna 
Sucha -who has a criminal record- remand to recover the murder canal and they informed the police, an 
confessed that he along with the weapon," the spokesperson addedofficial said.Based on Naushad's 

of self-medicating, and others should GURGAON. The city has reported 17 
take preventive measures such as dengue cases since June 6, when it 
wearing full-sleeved clothing and saw its first case this year. As the city 
using mosquito repellents, they is experiencing extremely humid 
said.Last year, the city recorded 276 weather conditions, the number of 
dengue cases and one fatality. In dengue cases is likely to surge in the 
2022, it recorded 440 cases, while in coming days, health department 
2021, there were 327 dengue cases officials said.It has identified five 
and one death. The city witnessed the localities as hotspots, including 
highest number of cases in 2015, Wazirabad, Bhangrola, Nakhrola, 
when 451 people were infected. The Badshapur and Bhondsi. Officials 
figure stood at 86 in 2016, 66 in 2017, said dozens of patients showing viral 
and 93 in 2018. While 22 cases were fever symptoms are suspected to be 
reported in 2019, 51 cases were infected with the virus. Of the 17 
recorded in 2020.reported cases, 10 did not necessitate 

hospitalisation.We are conducting According to doctors, it is crucial for 
door-to-door fever surveys. People people to seek immediate medical 
need to be vigilant and inspect their attention if they experience any 
overhead tanks, flowerpots, and symptoms.Dr Ashutosh Shukla, 
water coolers to ensure there is no senior director (internal medicine) 
stagnant water. They are advised to and medical advisor at Max Hospital, 
wear full-sleeved clothing and to use said: "In recent days, there has been a 
mosquito repellents," said Dr noticeable surge in dengue cases and 
Virender Yadav, the chief medical other infections, including respiratory 
officer.Dengue is transmitted by ailments. We are observing a rise of measles."We have been carrying out geo- - typically warm and muggy weather that 
several species of mosquitoes within the around 25% in fever cases. There has tagging of active cases and are also is favourable for breeding of Aedes 
genus Aedes. Symptoms include fever, been a significant increase in people with marking hotspots using GIS. We have mosquito, which spreads the dengue virus 
headache, muscle and joint pain, and a symptoms such as cough, sneeze, fever, asked MCG to carry out fogging in such - is far from over. Residents with flu-like 
characteristic skin rash resembling that of and/or flu."areas," Yadav said.Experts said the season symptoms should consult doctors instead 

GURGAON. A watchman at an under-construction site 
in Sector 15 was arrested on Sunday for allegedly 
strangling his brother-in-law on July 18 night after 
offering him alcohol. The accused set the body ablaze 
at the site and fled, police said.According to police, on 
July 19 morning, police received an alert about a 
partially burnt body lying at an under-construction 
building in Sector 15 Part 1. Police shifted the body to 
the mortuary.On the complaint of Laxman Prasad, a 
worker at the site, police registered a murder case 
under BNS Section 103 (1) on July 19, said an officer.

According to Prasad, watchman Rajesh (21) invited his 
brother-in-law Gorelal alias Halla (33), to the 
construction site on July 18 night to drink with him.

The next morning, Rajesh asked Laxman to go to the 
construction site and check the balcony, where he 
found the partially burnt body.Subsequently, police 

started tracking Rajesh's movements. "Rajesh 
confessed that his sister was suffering from some 
ailment and Gorelal was not providing her with 
medicines.Upset with his behaviour, Rajesh planned 
to kill him and called him to the building site at Sector 
15 on July 18. When Gorelal was intoxicated, Rajesh 
strangled him," police spokesperson Sandeep Kumar 
said.

Gurgaon: Watchman strangles 
brother-in-law, held

Build 20 decentralised units to 
process waste, panel set up by 

govt tells MCG in Haryana

GURGAON.The committee formed by Haryana 
chief secretary TVSN Prasad to oversee the 
ci ty 's  sol id  waste  management  has  
recommended the establishment of 20 
decentralised waste processing facilities. It also 
suggested that MCG go ahead with its plans to 
set up a waste collection and processing unit in 
Daultabad.

The panel, however, opposed the civic body's 
proposal to transport the city's fresh waste to 
Nuh, arguing that it would violate the Solid 
Waste Management (SWM) Rules, 2016, 
which mandate the setup of decentralised waste 
processing units. These recommendations were 
presented during a meeting chaired by MCG 
commissioner Narhari Singh Banger on 
Monday evening.The chief secretary 
constituted the five-member panel to submit 
recommendations for resolution of issues 
related to solid waste management in the city 
after govt declared a solid waste exigency in the 
city last month.

It comprises NC Wadhwa, IAS (retd); RK 
Sharma, IFS (retd); SS Rawat, superintending 
engineer (retd); Vaishali Rana Chandra, 
environmental activist; and urban local bodies 
department additional director YS Gupta.

"We have suggested setting up 20 decentralised 
waste processing units in the city. The idea is 
that the fresh waste will be simultaneously 
treated in a decentralised manner. We have also 
proposed that the waste processing unit in 
Daultabad be set up because if waste generators 
continue to oppose the idea of having 
decentralised waste processing units in their 
jurisdiction, this waste problem won't be 
resolved, and we will end up creating more 
landfill sites. We have also expressed our 
disagreement with the land earmarked in Nuh 
for fresh waste because transporting Gurgaon's 
waste to Nuh is against the SWM norms," 
Chandra said.During the meeting, management 
of waste produced by bulk waste generators 
(BWGs) was also discussed. The panel 
members acknowledged that many BWGs 
encounter difficulties in finding adequate space 
to establish their own waste processing 
facilities.As a solution, they proposed that the 
MCG could offer decentralised waste 
processing units to these BWGs, provded the 
corporation sets them up.Wadhwa, the 
chairperson of the committee, said that a 
surprise social audit of the BWGs should be 
conducted. He also emphasised encouraging 
residents for source segregation of waste.

Soil caves in at bldg site, 
construction worker dies

Incentive plan & internship 
scheme big push for job 
creation: Industries
GURGAON. The Budget's focus on employment 

creation, with subsidies to companies for first-time 
employees, paid internships and schemes to train 
youths, has drawn attention to unemployment and the 
lack of required skills among job seekers. With 
unemployment now becoming a major political issue, 
govt has announced several schemes which will upskill 
youths and encourage the private sector to hire them, 
experts said."Three schemes have been announced in 
the Budget under employment-linked incentives. Now, 
govt will provide one month's wage up to Rs 15,000 to 
all youths newly entering the workforce in all formal 
sectors, while employers will be given reimbursements 
of up to Rs 3,000 per month for 2 years towards their 
EPFO contribution for each such employee. In the 
manufacturing sector, an incentive will be provided at 
specified scale directly both to the employee and the 
employer with respect to their EPFO contribution in the 
first four years of employment," said Pratap Singh, 
principal commissioner (income tax), Gurgaon.

He added, "Govt has also proposed internships for 1 crore 
youths in Top 500 companies for 1 year. For the 
participation of women in the workforce, the Budget 
talks about construction of women's hostels, creches, 
skill programmes and loans for women, and promotion 
of women-led self-help groups." The Budget also 
stated 20 lakh youths will be trained in the next five 
years and 1,000 industrial training institutes will be 
upgraded.The focus on increasing women's 
participation in the workforce and providing them with 
the required skills is a significant step towards 
addressing key barriers women face in the workforce, 
promoting gender equali ty and economic 
empowerment, said Rashi Agarwal, co-founder and 
chief business officer (CBO), Zypp Electric.Ravi 
Machani, Co-founder of Tresa Motors, aid the Budget's 
focus on upskilling programmes and industry-
education collaboration is crucial in bridging the skills 
gap amid the growing demand for expertise in areas 
like battery technology and power electronics. "Govt's 
initiative to upskill students over the next five years 
will ensure a steady supply of talented professionals, 
driving innovation and sustainability in the EV sector," 
said Machani.Ankush Kaul, the CBO of Ambience 
Group, said initiatives such as skill development and 
job creation will generate employment opportunities, 
which in turn will boost the country's economic growth.

"The new package of schemes, aimed at facilitating 
employment and skilling opportunities for youths, is a 
laudable move," said Payal Kanodia, chairperson of 
Young FICCI Ladies Organisation, the women's wing 
of FICCI (Delhi).Moreover, empowering MSMEs 
through easier credit and fewer compliance burdens is a 
smart move, said Raaja Kanwar, chairman of 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) Haryana.Others 
in the industry also approved of the Budget. "It is a 
mature, forward-looking, and inclusive budget with its 
focus on employment and skilling, manufacturing, 
infrastructure, innovation, and R&D," said Abhyuday 
Jindal, MD of Jindal Stainless.

GURGAON. A 50-year-old worker died when a heap of 
soil collapsed on him at an under-construction site in 
DLF-1 on Monday. Police said no case was registered 
as his family members didn't file any complaint so far.

Dhuram (50) along with a few other labourers was 
working at residential construction site in A-block of 
DLF-1 when a heap of soil dumped at the edge of 
excavated part of the site slipped into the pit and fell on 
him. A 20-foot pit was excavated at the site.

"Dhuram was buried under the soil. His fellow workers, 
with the help of an earthmover, removed him within 
half an hour and rushed him to Civil Hospital where he 
was declared dead on arrival," inspector Sunil Kumar 
of DLF-1 police station said.Police recorded the 
statement of Dhuram's son Ramesh, who did not allege 
any foul play. "We have completed the formalities 
under BNS section 194 (inquest report) after the 
autopsy. The body has been handed over to the family 
on Tuesday," the inspector said.

Gurgaon records 17 dengue cases in 6 
weeks, 5 areas emerge as hotspots

New Delhi, Thursday, 25 July 2024

Unhappy with waste pickup Do it
yourself, DC tells corpn

Gurgaon. Divisional commissioner RC Bidhan has asked MCG officials to take up sanitation work on behalf of
private agencies hired by them if their performance is unsatisfactory. Bidhan said the work should be taken up at
the ‘risk and cost’ of the agency, which means it has to bear the expenses incurred by the civic body.“In a review
meeting held recently, the performance of various agencies was evaluated. The divisional commissioner expressed
dissatisfaction with the performance of a particular agency. As a result, the decision has been made to assign work
to other agencies at the expense and risk of the underperforming ones. The aim is to hold the agencies accountable
for their performance and ensure that they deliver the expected results,” an MCG official explained.The corpora-
tion had last week issued a showcause notice to an agency for not deploying sufficient vehicles for transporting
waste. MCG had also terminated contracts of two agencies due to their failure to initiate secondary waste collection
and transportation to Bandhwari landfill site. The responsibility was transferred to these agencies after the termi-
nation of Ecogreen’s contract. The two agencies were also debarred from participating in future tenders of the cor-
poration till further notice.State govt on June 12 declared a municipal solid waste exigency in Gurgaon while exer-
cising powers under Section 22 of the Disaster Management Act, 2005. The decision to impose the exigency was
taken in response to the Supreme Court’s order on May 13, and the observations made by the National Green
Tribunal (NGT). Both the Supreme Court and the NGT emphasised the urgent need for a cleaner environment, stat-
ing that it is a fundamental right under Article 21 of the Constitution of India. Under the solid waste environment
exigency programme (SWEEP) campaign, the corporation constituted teams headed by 19 officials from MCG, dis-
trict administration and GMDA. A control room has
already been set up to address complaints of C&D
waste, municipal solid waste, and horticultural
garbage.The committee has been tasked with conduct-
ing an analysis of gaps in the existing infrastructure,
creating a GIS-based map for waste tracking, and devel-
oping an effective grievance redress mechanism.We
also published the following articles recently Will this
stem the rot? Waste pickup fee out of pvt hands, MCG
to collect it nowDiscover the latest updates on waste col-
lection in Gurgaon as MCG prepares to change user
charge collection methods. Learn about the plan to inte-
grate charges with property tax bills and involve banks
for collection. Stay informed on efforts to reduce
reliance on private agencies.LG tells agencies to com-
plete desilting of drains at earliestStay informed about
Delhi's flood control measures as authorities gear up
for monsoon season. Plans include desilting drains,
removing debris, and
monitoring critical areas
24x7.

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT OM PRAKASH S/O SH.
CHOTHMAL R/O F-1/117, SULTAN-
PURI, DELHI-110086 SEVERE ALL
RELATIONS AND DEBAR HIS SONS
RAJESH KUMAR, HIS WIFE POOJA
KATYALAND SACHIN, HIS WIFE NEHA
FROM ENTIRE MOVEABLE/IMMOV-
ABLE PROPERTIES DUE TO THEIR
ARROGANT AND HOSTILE BEHAV-
IOUR. MY CLIENT SHALL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR ACTS,
DEBTS AND DEEDS IN FUTURE.

AASHI AGARWAL ADVOCATE
CHAMBER NO. 526B, WESTERN

WING, TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Smt. NIRMALA W/o LATE Sh.
Om Prakash R/o C-417, DAKSHINPURI,
Pushpa Bhawan S.0, South Delhi, Delhi
110062, have disowned and debarred her
daughter Neha from her movable and
immovable properties and severed all the
relations due to her arrogance/greediness
and misdeeds and if any one deals with
her in future, my clients shall not be
responsible in any manner for any of her
acts/deeds.

NITIN BHARDWAJ ADVOCATE
CHAMBER NO. 348, SAKET COURTS,

NEW DELHI-110017.
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Name Change
I AMAN KUMAR MAURYA S/O
RAM NATH MAURYA residing  at  C-
1B-240 C-B IP DEPOT T-HUTS
RING ROAD ANNA NAGAR DARYA
GANJ DELHI-110002   have
changed my name to  AMAN
KUMAR MOURYA permanently

Name Change
I, JC-551943K Rank-NB SUB Name-
T KHUPKHOLAL KHONGTHANG
Father of HATNEICHING R/o VILL-
LEIMAKHONG BAZAR, PO-
MANTRIPUKHRI, TEH-GAMNOM
SAPORMAINA, DIST-KANGPOKPI,
MANIPUR-795002 have changed
my minor daughter’s name from
HATNEICHING to HATNEICHING
KHONGTHANG for all future purpos-
es vide affidavit dated 24/07/2024
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, SHALU wife of JC-705960P Rank-
SUB (NA) Name-SANTOSH SINGH
CHAUHAN presently residing at
VPO-GUHISAR, TEH-GOHAD,
DISTT-BHIND, M.P-477222 have
changed my name from SHALU to
SHALU DEVI  for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 24/07/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi

Name Change
I, JADHAO KOMAL RAVINDRA Wife
of JC-708723W Rank-NB/SUB (NA)
Name-JADHAV RAVINDRA RAM-
RAO Presently residing at GAJANAN
NAGAR, WARD NO-17, CHIKHLI,
DISTT-BULDHANA, MAHARASH-
TRA-443201  have changed my
name from JADHAO KOMAL
RAVINDRA to KOMAL RAVINDRA
JADHAV for all future purposes vide
Affidavit Dated 24/07/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, REEMA MAHESHWARI W/O
RAJESH MAHESHWARI, R/O 53-A,
LANE 4, MODEL TOWN,
BAHADURGARH, JHAJJAR,
HARYANA - 124507, have changed
my name from RANU MAHESH-
WARI to REEMA MAHESHWARI for
all future purpose.

Name Change
I, No-15485271M Rank-DFR Name-
TUNTUN KUMAR S/o SUKHARI
SAHANI R/o VILL-LAXMIPUR, PO-
TURKI, TEH+DIST-MUZAF-
FARPUR, BIHAR-844127 have
changed my Minor son’s name from
NIKHIL BINAY to NIKHIL VINAY for
all future purposes vide affidavit
dated 24/07/2024 before Notary
Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, JC-551943K Rank-NB SUB Name-
T KHUPKHOLAL KHONGTHANG
Father of NGAMGUNSANG R/o
VILL-LEIMAKHONG BAZAR, PO-
MANTRIPUKHRI, TEH-GAMNOM
SAPORMAINA, DIST-KANGPOKPI,
MANIPUR-795002 have changed
my minor son’s name from NGAM-
GUNSANG to NGAMGUNSANG
KHONGTHANG for all future purpos-
es vide affidavit dated 24/07/2024
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I ANIL KUMAR SHARMA S/O
SURAJ PRAKASH SHARMA R/O
D2-2501 CLEO COUNTRY SEC-
TOR 121 NOIDA UTTAR PRADESH
201301 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ANIL SHARMA FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

Name Change
I, PRASHANT S/O TEK CHAND
residing at 107, KRISHAN KUNJ
COLONY, LAXMI NAGAR, DELHI-
110092  have changed my name to
PRASHANT KUMAR for all future
purpose. 

Name Change
It is general information that I, Manish
Sharma, S/o Sh. Om Prakash
Sharma, R/o C-21/A, Guru Ram Das
Nagar, Laxmi Nagar, East Delhi-
110092, declare that my son name is
exactly Mr. Sahaj Sharma, aged
about 8 years and in some docu-
ments his name is wrongly men-
tioned Sehaj Sharma on the place of
Sahaj Sharma. Afterwards we
declared that his correct name is
Sahaj Sharma and it should be used
in his all documents and for future ref-
erence also. 

Name Change
I, Anuj Kumar S/o Kanhiya Lal
Aggarwal R/o 133, 3rd Floor, Amolik
Residency, Amolik Chowk, Sector-
86, Kheri Kalan(113), Faridabad,
Haryana-121002, Have Changed My
Name To Anuj Aggarwal  For Future
Purpose.

Name Change
I, RAHUL SINGH S/O KISHAN
SINGH, R/O KHASRA NO 444, GALI
NO 3, SHIV MANDIR PARTAP
VIHAR, KHORA COLONY, KHORA
GAON, GHAZIABAD, UTTAR
PRADESH - 201309, have changed
my name from RAHUL to RAHUL
SINGH for all future purpose.

Name Change
I, JC-551943K Rank-NB SUB Name-
T KHUPKHOLAL KHONGTHANG
Father of LALGOUMANG R/o VILL-
LEIMAKHONG BAZAR, PO-
MANTRIPUKHRI, TEH-GAMNOM
SAPORMAINA, DIST-KANGPOKPI,
MANIPUR-795002 have changed
my minor son’s name from LALGO-
UMANG to LALGOUMANG
KHONGTHANG for all future purpos-
es vide affidavit dated 24/07/2024
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, JC-551943K Rank-NB SUB Name-
T KHUPKHOLAL KHONGTHANG
Father of NGAMMINHAO R/o VILL-
LEIMAKHONG BAZAR, PO-
MANTRIPUKHRI, TEH-GAMNOM
SAPORMAINA, DIST-KANGPOKPI,
MANIPUR-795002 have changed
my minor son’s name from NGAM-
MINHAO to NGAMMINHAO
KHONGTHANG for all future purpos-
es vide affidavit dated 24/07/2024
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, JC-551943K Rank-NB SUB Name-
T KHUPKHOLAL KHONGTHANG
Father of HATNUNNEM R/o VILL-
LEIMAKHONG BAZAR, PO-
MANTRIPUKHRI, TEH-GAMNOM
SAPORMAINA, DIST-KANGPOKPI,
MANIPUR-795002 have changed
my minor daughter’s name from
HATNUNNEM to HATNUNNEM
KHONGTHANG for all future purpos-
es vide affidavit dated 24/07/2024
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, Bhimlal Ahir S/O Shri Gurudin Yadav,
E-154, pkt-3, DDA flat Bindapur Uttam
nagar, New Delhi 110059, have
Changed my name from BHIMLAL
AHIR to BHIM LALYADAV. Address E-
154, pkt-3, DDA flat Bindapur Uttam
nagar, New Delhi 110059.

Name Change
I, ROHIT S/O RAJARAM r/o HOUSE-
E 160 GALI NO-69 MAHAVIR
ENCLAVE PART-3, UTTAM NAGAR,
Dwarka, 110059, have changed my
name from ROHIT to ROHIT KANO-
JIA for all in future purpose.

Name Change
I, No-3008465X Rank-HAV Name-
BHAGWAN SAHAI GURJAR Father
of REENU BAI R/o WARD NO-4,
BABA KI DHANI, PEEPALKI, TEH-
SIKRI, DISTT-DAUSA, RAJASTHAN-
303509 have changed my minor
daughter’s name from REENU BAI to
REENU GURJAR for all future pur-
poses vide affidavit dated 24/07/2024
Before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, MD. SAFAQ S/O Majrul Haq,
House No-E-140, Sanjay Colony,
Bhatti Mines, Chattar Pur, PO:
Chattarpur, DIST: South Delhi, Delhi -
110074 have changed my name from
MD.SAFAQ to MOHD SAFAQ for all
in future purpose.

NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that my client Smt. Rajni Devi W/o Sh.
Manoj Kumar is the owner of Residential land area measuring 287.11 sq.
yds. part of Gata No. 636/1, Situated at Village Jaolli, Pargana and Tehsil
Sikandrabad, Distt. Bulandsahar, U.P. vide Regd. Gift Deed dated
11/04/2022 executed by Sh. Giriraj S/o Sh. Pitam Singh in favour of Smt.
Rajni Devi W/o Sh. Manoj Kumar as vide Doc No. 3676, in Book No. I, Vol
No. 10187, SR-Sikandrabad, in respect of land area measuring 287.11 sq.
yds. Initially, Sh. Pitam Singh was recorded owner of the said property, who
died leaving behind Legal heir (1) Sh. Giriraj, Later said property mutated in
revenue record in name of Sh. Giriraj S/o Sh. Pitam Singh who executed
Regd. Gift Deed dated 11/04/2022 in favour of abovementioned client who
will be mortgaging the said property with Cholamandalam Investment and
Finance Company Ltd. Whosoever is having any objection to the said mort-
gage or anyone has claim or right or interest in the property shall contact the
undersigned with the objection within 07 days failing which it shall be pre-
sumed that there stands no objections.
NEW DELHI     PRAGYA BHUSHAN ADVOCATE
DATE: 24/7/2024  Enrl. No. D/721/02

Office: L-27,GF,  Kailash Colony, New Delhi-48
Mob.: 9968006418

Name Change
I, Idayachandran Selvakumar S/o
Selvakumar Perumal R/o H-714,
Jalvayu Towers, Sector-56, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122011, Have Changed My
Minor Daughter Name Kavya Prada
Idayachandran To Kavyaprada
Idayachandran For All Future Purpose

Name Change
I TIKAM SINGH S/O BAJRANG
SINGH R/O H.N0-2722, SECTOR-7
A, FARIDABAD, HARYANA-121006
HAVE CHANGE MY NAME TO
TIKKAM SINGH RAJPUROHIT FOR
ALL PURPOSE.

Name Change
I, NAJIA is legally wedded spouse of
No.IC-33287H Rank- LT COL (Retd),
Name- MUSHTAQ MOHAMMED
KHAN R/o B-113, SIPCOT HOUSING
COLONY, HOSUR-635126 (TAMIL-
NADU), have changed my name from
NAJIA to NAJIA KHAN for all future
purposes. And in my husband service
records my date of birth wrongly men-
tioned is 1960 instead of 17/06/1962.
Vide affidavit dated 24/07/2024 before
Notary Public New Delhi.

Name Change
I, KAISHER JAHAN, W/o. SH. AZMAT
HUSSAIN KHAN, R/o. DHAKA, PAN-
DRI, JAMUA, EAST CHAMPARAN,
BIHAR-845418, have changed my
name from KAISHER JAHAN to
KAISER KHANAM for all future purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Smt. Sarita
W/o Sh. Jagpal are the owner of
Freehold Residential House of Land
area measuring 0 kanal 4 Marla 1
Sarsai i.e. 127 sq. yds., out of
Khewat no. 298 rect. No. 37, Killa
no. 19/2/1/19(2-8), situated in the
residential colony known as Village
Fazilpur Jharsa, Gurugram, Tehsil
Badshahpur Distt. Gurugram
Haryana. By Virtue, Sale Deed
dated 30.01.2024 Duly registered
as SR - Badshapur, Docs no.
16263, Book no. 1, Vol no.
603/1172 Page no. 198/47-51,
Dated 30.01.2024., in the chain
documents below mentioned docu-
ments not available i.e. Death
Certificate & SMC of Late Mr.
Ranjeet Ratan Mehra now our client
is declaring that that any other
Person does not have any right over
the said property, Same property is
currently financed by ICICI Home
Finance Company Limited and now
same is going to be going to be re-
financed by Utkarsh Small Finance
Bank Limited Branch: Noida Uttar
Pradesh. If any person is having
objection right of claim against the
said property, contact to under-
signed along with supporting docu-
ments within 07 days from the date
of publication of this notice and or
the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained.

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

Name Change
I hitherto known as Dr Kiran Bala
Swami alias Kiran Bala alias Kiran
alias Kiran Swami alias Kiran
Raveendra D/O Lal Bihari W/O
Ravinder Nath Swami R/O kiran clinic
C-1,Sector-21C,Part -1 Faridabad
,Haryana-121012 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
KIRAN BALA SWAMI.

Name Change
It is for general information that I, FAIZ
KHAN S/o MUJAHID KHAN R/o 67,
Gali No.-10, Noor Nagar, Jamia Nagar
Okhla, South Delhi-110025, declare
that name of my mother has been
wrongly written SEEMA in my 10th &
12th class Educational Documents
and Birth Registration Certificate No.
MCDOLR05262194. The actual
name of my mother is SEEMA
PARVEEN.

Name Change
I hereto known as Raveendra Swami
alias R N Swami alias Dr Raveendra
alias Dr R Swami alias Ravinder nath
swami s/o ram teerth swami r/o kiran
clinic, C-1,  sector-21C Part-1
,Faridabad Haryana-121012,have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Ravinder Nath Swami.
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Kolkata. The business chambers from the city the limit of loans under the MUDRA scheme to 
hailed the budget for rationalisation of customs Rs 20 lakh from Rs 10 lakh will boost credit 
duty but some felt there was still lack of clarity in access for the micro enterprises. “The drive on 
a few areas. Indian Chamber of Commerce skill development, modernisation of industrial 
president Ameya Prabhu said: “We had given training institutes and employment generation 
recommendations on the rationalization of through incentives for internship is admirable,” 
custom duties. The budget has been made he added. Budget 2024: Industry leaders share 
keeping in mind the entire country, though their insights on the future of the travel sector 
certain states will get an impetus.” based on fund allocation, infrastructure 

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  o t h e r  m a j o r  The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) 
initiativesDiscover the key highlights of the welcomed the budget that aims at rural 
Union Budget 2024-25 for India's travel and development, MSMEs, public infrastructure 
tourism sector. From infrastructure development boost and enhanced role of women in economic 
to spiritual tourism initiatives, learn how the development with a focus on the east and the 
budget aims to boost growth and innovation in northeast. Shashwat Goenka, deputy chairman of 
the industry.111963340CII eastern region, said: “The essential part of the 

budget is the focus on the regional sectors, be it Budget 2024-25: Jyotiraditya Scindia praises 
for infrastructure, agriculture or tourism. It Union Budget for development focusDiscover 
further builds on the foundation for a Viksit the key highlights of the Union Budget 2024-25 
Bharat.” praised by Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia 

and UP CM Yogi Adityanath. Finance Minister Investment package for the eastern region will 
Nirmala Sitharaman allocates substantial funds witness proportionate allocation for all the states 
for agriculture, research, and cooperative sector of the region, according to Gautam Ray, 
development.111957043president of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry. The budget has had a mixed Budget reflects govts focus on infrastructure: 
response from the Merchants’ Chamber of BizmenDiscover the key highlights of the Union 
Commerce and Industry. President Namit budget 2024-25, emphasizing infrastructure, 
Bajoria said: “We had asked for an inclusion of inclusive growth, and support for key sectors like 
premium medical insurance in the new regime. agriculture and employment. Learn about the 
That has not been addressed.” measures benefiting the leather and footwear 

industry and the changes in tax slabs to promote N G Khaitan, president of Bharat Chamber of 
economic development.111972322Commerce, thought that the decision to enhance 

Chandipura virus: One dead in city

Water supply to be hit due to smart road 
work in Thiruvananthapuram

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. The 
recently tarred Althara - Thycaud smart 
city road will be cut open again owing to 
the apathy and lack of coordination 
between agencies including Kerala Water 
Authority, Kerala Road Fund Board and 
Smart City Thiruvananthapuram Ltd 
(SCTL).Hundreds of residents along the 
stretch are facing water supply disruption 
for the past one and a half months due to 
the ongoing smart road works in the 
stretch. It is learnt that due to the ongoing 
road construction, the 400 mm primo 
pipes of the KWA have bursted in multiple 
locations disrupting water supply to many promised to resolve the crisis by this the issue will be resolved,” said the 
residential areas. Though the residents Saturday. They were saying there are official. 
have been raising this issue, the three leaks in the pipe and only one of it Areas to be affected
authorities have failed to fix the issue and has been plugged,” said Suresh. The KWA has informed that drinking water 
restore the water supply. Sumesh Krishnan, who coordinated the supply will be disrupted in various parts 

On Tuesday, representatives of five protest by the residents’ association, said of the city from 8am on Thursday to 5pm 
residents associations in the area staged a that lack of coordination between on Friday. Curbs are in place due to the 
protest at Vellayambalam KWA office departments led to the crisis. smart city work on the Althara-Mettukada 
demanding immediate restoration of “Power, water and network issues are stretch where new lines are being charged 
water supply. Several residential areas rampant in the stretch due to the smart and merged with old lines. Areas that will 
including CSM Nagar, Udara Siromani road works and there is no coordination be affected are Palayam, Statue, MG 
Road, Palottukonam, Althara and between the agencies. If they don’t fix the Road, Secretariat, nearby areas of AKG 
Mettukada areas are suffering from water issue by Saturday, we will intensify the Centre, General Hospital, Kunnukuzhi, 
supply shortage. “We have been facing protest,” he alleged. According to KWA, T h a m p u r a n m u k k u ,  Va n c h i y o o r,  
water supply disruption for nearly two the issue will be resolved once the new Rishimangalam, Chirakulam, Pattoor, 
months now. We took it up with the pipelines laid as part of Smart city road Moolavilakam, Palkulangara, Pettah, 
authorities multiple times but the issue works are charged. A KWA official said Anayara, Karikkakom, Oruvathilkotta, 
remains unresolved. Today we went to the the water disruption happened because of Poundkadavu, Veli, Chackai, All Saints’, 
KWA office and the response was the age-old pipeline burst owing to the Vettucaud, Shanghumugham, Althara, 
disappointing. We are paying the KWA construction activities. “It would have Vazhuthacaud, Cotton Hill, Edapazhanji, 
and they want us to take it up with the been better if the new pipelines were Mettukada, Valiyasala, Thycaud, PMG 
Uralungal Labour Contract Cooperative charged before tarring was done. They Junction, Law College, Kumarapuram, 
Society (ULCCS), the agency executing have laid only one layer of the tarring. We K a n n a n m o o l a ,  P o o n t h i  R o a d ,  
the smart road work,” said joint secretary will have to cut open the road at Althara- Sasthamangalam, Paippinmoodu, 
Suresh Babu, CSM Nagar Residents’ Manaveeyam for the work. We will do the Jawahar Nagar, Nanthencode, Kowdiar 
Association. “When we argued, they work in the next two days and by Saturday and Vellayambalam. 

City gets 5mm of rain, 
more likely

Man in coma for five years, 
HC makes wife his guardian

to file a report every three months Ahmedabad. The Gujarat high court 
with the HC’s registrar general (RG) has permitted a woman to become 
on transactions and funds received the guardian of her husband and 
by her and their utilization to manage his estate as he has been in a 
maintain the patient. The RG has coma for five years after suffering a 
been directed to maintain a separate head injury.
register for this case. If he finds there Karansinh Dodiya (51) has been in a 
is no care and support for the patient, vegetative state since 2019 when he 
the RG can place the matter before fell and suffered head injury at a 
the HC for revocation of the private hospital where he was being 
guardianship order.the Kerala high court in a similar case treated for dengue. Facing financial 

and asserted that this was the first case In case of cancellation of the problems in continuing his treatment, 
before the Gujarat HC. The declaration guardianship order, the HC said it his wife Anju, her two children and 
was sought so that the family can take could appoint another person/public father-in-law approached the high 
proper medical care of the patient. authority/social welfare officer as the court in March, asking to appoint her 

guardian. The wife is duty-bound to After perusing an inquiry report by the his guardian and let her manage his 
meet the obligations prescribed in the Ahmedabad district collector, Justice properties and business.
National Trust Act.Sangeeta Vishen on Monday declared The family’s advocate, Siddharth 

Anju the guardian of her husband and The HC ordered a social welfare officer Kheskani, submitted that the HC’s 
the manager of his properties, to visit the patient’s house every week declaration was being sought because 
authorizing her to operate his and report to the registrar general. If there is no provision for guardianship 
properties including land, bank the officer is not satisfied with the care of a comatose person under the Mental 
accounts, firms and partnership firms given to the patient, he can file an Healthcare Act, 2017, the National 
for as long as he remains in a state of application in the HC. If a family Trust Act for the Welfare of Persons 
coma. member or friend finds the wife with Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Mental 

neglecting the patient’s interests, the The HC created a monitoring system to Retardation and Multiple Disabilities 
HC can be approached immediately ensure that the patient’s interests are Act or the Rights of Persons with 
for removal of the guardian.taken care of. The wife has been asked Disabilities Act. He cited an order of 

CHENNAI . Through the narrow alley community where she could live a situation.” Like Lily, there are many who 
beside a canal, strewn with garbage and trouble-free life. But to sustain herself, rely on sex work and charity.

On the fringes of Pattinapakam beach, in a plastics, Lily* ushered me to her house in she had to look for jobs. She says, “I had 
house with tinned roof and faded green Mylapore. She lives in a single room that worked in small companies. But they 
walls, situated in a surrounding scattered is surrounded by other houses. Her place would tease me, pass vulgar comments, 
with bags of waste, lives another group of is usually frequented by her friends, and and make me uncomfortable with their 
trans women. Thirty-two-year-old when I stepped inside, Lily introduced gaze, and so, I had to leave those jobs.” 
Reena* who lives there, says, “Unlike Arun* and Rithu*. She distinctly Lack of higher education surfaced our 
the trans people from the privileged stressed that they are educated. There conversation every now and then. She 
strata, we do not have a safe life. We are was pride in her tone when she said Arun laments, “Government’s aid benefits the 
devoid of options.”is a graduate and Rithu has enrolled her educated. What do we do?”

Not just educational background, one’s name in a college to pursue BA Tamil. Reena, in her early twenties, had to 
discontinue her college after her second Lily, who is now in her early twenties, also gender also determines if one gets a job 
year of her bachelor’s degree in went to school, but she knows that school or not. A lot of places they have sought 
Biochemistry, says, “A decade ago, there education cannot earn her a desired life for jobs look for a cis man or cis woman. 
were only two genders, male and female. and job. Lily was in class 8 when she LiIy says, “I don’t understand why we 
We were not allowed to pursue studies. I realised that she was a woman — she are driven away. The equality that is seen 
did not want a certificate with a man’s tag began to see changes in her interests. She on papers hasn’t yet seeped into the 
in it.” It was during her college days that says, “I started wearing t-shirts, started majority of human minds.”

Lack of choice she went to Mumbai for gender-growing my hair, started applying kohl, 
affirmation surgery. As she says, it’s the started wearing paavadai (skirt).” This 
lack of choices that pushed her into sex transition, she says, created a lot of A good, steady job is a rarity in the lives of 
work. She says, “I want a government problems for her. People’s perceptions many trans people. Lily says, “I earn 
job,” adding that the government should about her also started changing, which money by seeking alms on trains and 
reserve some positions for trans people, forced to leave home and school after streets, and by prostitution. If there was a 
according to their qualification.class 9. She then joined the trans chance, I would have fled from this 

certificates for her daughters through a shop in THANE. Sara* risked it all for love and safety-
Thane. She used these fake documents to apply for a leaving behind her allegedly abusive husband and 
passport and even got the police verification done," creating a whole new identity to cross over to 
said a police officer. She completed the process by Pakistan with her two young daughters and marry 
last Oct, went to Abbottabad on a one-month visa her Instagram boyfriend. An FIR has now been filed 
with her daughters and married the man. While in Thane against the 23-year-old for allegedly 
staying there, she applied for a six-month visa forging documents to obtain a passport and a 

extension but failed to secure Pakistani visa under a fake 
it. Sources said she came identity.
under central agencies' lens As per a senior police official, 
a f t e r  the  Ind ian  High  the woman, who hailed 
Commission there alerted from UP, moved to Thane 
them to the bid to extend her last year to live with her 
visa. They said the agencies mother to escape her 
kept tabs on her there, but her allegedly abusive husband. 
fraud was exposed only after She soon befriended a man 
she returned to Thane from Pakistan on Instagram 
sometime around Nov last and eventually fell in love 
year after her mother took ill.with him. After some time, 

The FIR was registered on July 20 against the woman the two decided to get married and live together in 
and the shopkeeper who helped procure the fake Abbottabad, Pakistan, where the boyfriend stayed 
documents for cheating and forgery as well as under and worked.
relevant sections of Indian Passport Act. No arrest Worried that her marital status would come in the way 
has so far been made, even as the probe is underway.of her new love and that her husband would track her 

An official laid the blame at police's door, saying had down, the woman decided to create a new identity to 
they been more diligent with the verification, she avoid getting caught, said sources. "To make this 
could have been caught earlier. (*Name changed to possible, she allegedly changed her name, obtained 
protect identity)fake Aadhaar and PAN cards and forged new birth 

Struggles of Chennai's trans community: 
Harsh reality of limited opportunities

City biz chambers hail rationalisation of  duties

Banaskantha.The new case is a six-year-old have been sprayed in over 62,000 birth certificateLearn about the recent Ahmedabad. Acute encephalitis syndrome 
child from Chandkheda, sources said. Two homes.We also published the following restrictions on name corrections for birth (AES) cases in the state crossed 100 on 
of the girls, both about 11 years of age and articles recently Health ministry reviews certificates in Ahmedabad. The Ahmedabad Tuesday. The state added 13 new cases in 24 
from Sardarnagar and Amraiwadi areas, are Chandipura virus, Acute Encephalitis Municipal Corporation has limited changes hours, including two from Ahmedabad city, 
under treatment at private hospitals, they Syndrome cases in Gujarat, Rajasthan and to just one-time corrections to address the taking the tally to 101. The state also 
added. Teams of Ahmedabad Municipal MPLearn about the recent review of increasing number of modification reported death of two patients, one each 
Corporation (AMC) carried out a Chandipura virus and Acute Encephalitis requests.from Ahmedabad city and Gandhinagar 
fumigation and sanitation drive and sprayed Syndrome cases in Gujarat, Rajasthan, and district. Of total cases, 10 are from MBMC to own Ghodbunder road between 
organophosphate insecticides in the Madhya Pradesh by health experts. Sabarkantha, nine from Ahmedabad city, Gaimukh and Ahmedabad highway 
affected areas. The teams also told the Discover the importance of investigating and six each from Aravalli, Mahisagar, junctionFind out about the transfer of 
residents to report any case if the symptoms AES cases and the known viral causes. Find Kheda and Mehsana among others. Of the ownership of Ghodbunder road stretch for 

department officials said. “So far, the are similar to that of encephalitis.The out how AES affects children under 15 years 38 deaths so far, five are in Panchmahal, upgrades. The road will be widened to 
statewide sanitation drive has covered 4.16 central team began visiting the affected of age. Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation followed by three each in Aravalli, Rajkot, accommodate growing traffic and will 
lakh houses with mud walls. Insecticides areas on Tuesday, the state health new rule allows only 1-time corrections in A h m e d a b a d  c i t y ,  M o r b i ,  a n d  feature an elevated metro rail route.

Ahmedabad. People of Ahmedabad rejoiced as the 
skies opened on Tuesday, albeit for a short spell of 
rain, bringing much-needed respite from heat and 
humidity. The city received light showers, 
recording 5mm cumulative rainfall. According to 
India Meteorological Department’s (IMD) 
forecast, Wednesday too may bring light to 
moderate rain.

It started raining around noon and continued till 2 
pm in most parts of western Ahmedabad. Bavla 
received 18mm of rain and Daskroi recorded 
39mm.

The IMD forecast for Wednesday indicated chances 
of heavy to very heavy rain in Surat, Navsari, 
Valsad, Porbandar, Junagadh, and Devbhumi 
Dwarka, and heavy rain in Vadodara, Narmada, 
Bharuch, Dang, Tapi, Rajkot, Jamnagar, Gir 
Somnath and Kutch.

Porbandar and Dwarka flooded in heavy 
rainDiscover the impact of heavy rain in Dwarka, 
Porbandar, and Junagadh districts of Saurashtra. 
Schools closed and hundreds rescued as towns 
face flooding and infrastructure damage. Stay 
informed on the latest updates.

Goa orange alert: Heavy rain forecast till saturday 
by IMDIMD issues orange alert for Goa with 
heavy rain predicted till Saturday. Residents 
advised to take precautionary measures and stay 
updated with local authorities' alerts. Fishermen 
urged to avoid the sea until July 21. Stay informed 
with regular weather updates and follow safety 
guidelines.111807908

Brace for heavy rain till weekend: IMDStay 
informed about the orange alert issued by the 
India meteorological department for heavy rain in 
Goa. Precautionary measures are advised due to 
the risk of water logging, lightning strikes, and 
potential flash floods. Fishermen should avoid 
the sea until July 21. Monitor weather updates for 
safety.

PMLA court rejects 
extension of  hosp stay 

for bizman
Mumbai. Observing that luxury under the 

guise of hospitalization cannot be accorded to 
the accused, a special PMLA court rejected 
the plea of 80-year-old Bandra businessman 
Manoharlal Agicha, arrested in a Rs 149 crore 
money laundering case, who sought an 
extension of his stay at a private hospital.

The court had initially granted Agicha the relief 
of private hospitalization in March, after 
which he sought repeated extensions for 
treatment. The court has directed him to be 
sent to Arthur Road jail. The judge referred to 
the latest hospital report which stated that a 
surgical option was available, but a decision 
was not yet taken as Agicha desired a few 
more weeks of medical management. “This 
itself demonstrates that there is no urgency 
for the surgery of the applicant. As far as 
providing medicines is concerned, that can be 
facilitated in the jail itself by the authorities,” 
the judge remarked. 

Bombay high court grants interim stay on 
Indrani Mukerjea's travel permitBombay 
high court temporarily halts Indrani 
Mukerjea's travel to Europe in Sheena Bora 
murder case. CBI petition to be heard on July 
29. Stay updated on the latest developments.

Russian court jails US reporter Gershkovich for 
16 years  af ter  convict ing him of  
espionageLearn about the case of US reporter 
Evan Gershkovich sentenced to 16 years in a 
Russian prison on espionage charges. The 
Wall Street Journal calls it a sham trial. 
Governments and the EU condemn the 
sentence as politically motivated. Find out 
more here.'How is this plea maintainable?': 
Supreme Court rejects convicts' petition in 
Bilkis Bano caseSupreme Court dismisses 
plea by Bilkis Bano case convicts challenging 
remission cancellation. Convicts' request for 
larger bench denied. Get the latest updates on 
this legal development.

FIR as Thane woman 'fakes identity' to 
visit Pakistan and marry Insta pal
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EDITORIAL 6

observed that the electoral outcome was a THE BJP-led Centre’s decision to lift the ban on 
‘reality check’ for overconfident BJP workers. government employees from participating in 
Last week, RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat activities of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
apparently alluded to Prime Minister (RSS) is an attempt by the ruling party to reach out 
Narendra Modi when he talked about the to the Hindutva organisation and convey the 
human ambition to become a superman and a impression that everything is hunky-dory within 
god. Moreover, Sangh leaders have sent out a the Sangh Parivar. Asserting that the move would 
message that their organisation will not play strengthen the country’s democratic system, the 
second fiddle to the BJP.RSS has accused erstwhile (read Congress) 

Dependent on allies for the first time in a governments of furthering their political interests 
decade, the BJP seems keen to make by imposing the ban. Attacking the Centre, the 
concessions for the sake of staying in power. Congress has said that the new order would test the 
With the RSS centenary coming up next year, neutrality of public servants.
the ruling party is expected to go all out to Relations between the BJP and the RSS are going 
appease Bhagwat and Co. Lifting of the ban through a rough patch, particularly after the 
will help in ironing out some of the saffron party fell short of a majority in the Lok 
differences, even as the onus is on the Sabha. The BJP’s below-par performance in the 
government to address concerns and allay parliamentary elections has given ample fodder to 
fears over the contentious decision’s impact the Sangh top brass to fire no-holds-barred salvos. ‘arrogant’ party that claimed to be ‘Ram Bhakt’ from 

on governance.RSS leader Indresh Kumar said Lord Ram had stopped an attaining a majority, while Sangh mouthpiece Organiser 

Hasina must learn 
from Rajapaksa ouster

Nepal’s political churn a test for its ties with India

stuck to my guns, but let me briefly witch doctors to the Red Indians, I had just joined the police service and was posted as 
describe first-hand accounts from these Druids in England, soothsayers in the Kapurthala SSP in 1971. I happened to visit my 
satsangs of the baba (our agencies kept ancient Greece — but the evil they village over a weekend, expecting a lazy morning and 
us abreast). Virtually a galaxy of VIPs, sowed has been the same through day. However, I was woken up well before sunrise by 
including secretaries to the Government history. In Russia, Rasputin cast an evil an old family helper, who informed me that one Jeetu 
of India and their wives, Union shadow on the rule of the Tzars. When Jatt from a neighbouring village wanted to see me. I 
ministers and other top-ranking persons one Rasputin or godman reaches the recalled that Jeetu was a minor-league soothsayer 
were in attendance. What were they top, other minions mushroom across who helped people locate their lost/stolen cattle. 
doing? Some of these otherwise snooty the land.In the early part of the 20th Jeetu seemed visibly embarrassed as he told me that a 
memsahibs were massaging the century, the Sikhs had to launch a full-pair of his oxen had been stolen from his haveli. I 
master’s feet, and others were doing fledged movement to free their shrines asked him to report it to the police; he very 
‘champi’ on his head, etc. One had to from the mahants, who had been hesitatingly told me that it would be bad for his 
blink one’s eyes and pinch oneself to propped up by the British and had business as a soothsayer if he sought the help of the 
believe that this was happening in real converted the historic gurdwaras into police. Anyway, his cattle were found and his 
time.These godmen exercised influence personal fiefdoms shorn of their reputation remained intact. Now, it is generally 
in national-level policymaking, both religious and historic presence. And so believed that such activities remain confined to the 
economic and political. There were the great game continues — charlatans, poor and uneducated — let me dispel you of any such 
godmen who operated many rungs godmen, politicians pitted against the delusion. After many years and many experiences in 
higher than the Delhi master and their common man. The men of science and the police service, let me cut to the chase. This is a 
bejewelled fingers wrought many a an even temperament are in a hopeless story of our country and its various soothsayers, 
miracle — to name a few, Dhirendra minority. Such is the scourge of these shamans, babas and how, from being harmless petty information is used to woo them or blackmail them. 
Brahmachari, Maharishi Mahesh Yogi and babas that the poor especially are held by them in a manipulators, they rise to control the very levers of Security details are attached to them. And depending 
Chandraswami come to mind. Moving back again to vice-like grip of ignorance and hope. The only power.I was posted in Delhi as the head of a premier on the scale, the weightage of the baba goes up or 
the present, the landscape is dotted with deras and remedy for most of our problems, including this one, force at the turn of the century. After a couple of days, down. Today, they have started going a step further 
babas of various hues and sizes. There are ordinary is education of the highest quality made available to a retired senior officer came to me and virtually by fighting elections themselves — the politician 
village-level babas, besides those at the city, state, all. Education removes all these cobwebs and ordered me to accompany him to a very well-known himself is threatened. Remember the disco baba and 
regional and national levels. Most of them are part develops a scientific temperament. Above all, it baba. I told him that I knew the gentleman and that I the havoc he caused in Haryana? He appeared to 
miracle men, part politicians, part businessmen, part teaches us to question everything and everyone in would not go to him. One had observed his progress alternate between the jail and his ashrams as per his 
real estate holders and, above all, great influence order to come to rational answers, and that is why from the tehsil level to the district and onto the state whims and fancies. Then there are the various babas 
peddlers. The poor go to them for minor daily needs, these babas demand unquestioning faith and capital, where he was known to be a small-timer, confined on charges of rape and murder, for whom 
the rich to get richer, the politicians to get votes and politicians prefer to keep the masses ignorant — peddling falsehoods to novices (most locals knew of the jail is also an ashram.
thus power. Trust me, the bigger the dera, the greater neither wants or encourages the spirit of enquiry. In him and in Punjabi style had given him a comical Lest the reader get the mistaken belief that this is 
the vote bank and bigger the number of politicians in conclusion, I can only turn back to Rabindranath moniker). His move to Delhi was a masterstroke and happening only now in India, let me disabuse you of 
attendance at election time. Please do not think I’m Tagore and his timeless wisdom: “Where the mind is he literally struck gold by being this novel, bold that. There are many such cases in the history of the 
exaggerating. State intelligence departments have without fear… where knowledge is free… into that godman. My former boss was taken aback by my world where superstition, fear and poverty have been 
carried out a census of these deras and their heaven of freedom, my father, let my country refusal and further impressed on me that my presence manipulated by godmen to pursue their goals. They 
approximate following and financial holdings. This awake.”had been especially requested by the man himself. I went by many names — shamans to the Mongols, 

Reaching out to RSS

POLITICAL street violence in Bangladesh has 
been a recurring event for nearly three decades. 
But even by these standards, the killing of over 
100 people, many of them student protesters shot 
dead by the police, is a new low in the five-decade 
history of the country. With this, Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, who in January won a fourth 
consecutive term in office in an election 
boycotted by the Opposition, on a barely 40 per 
cent turnout, has entered politically hazardous 
territory.The Bangladesh Supreme Court’s order 
slashing the quota of 30 per cent of government 
jobs for descendants of freedom fighters, and 
bringing down all reservation to a total of 7 per 
cent from the previous 56 per cent, may not end 
the Bangladesh leader’s troubles.

The protests against the quota for freedom fighters 
are just one manifestation of deep anger against a 
Prime Minister who was once hailed as a model of 
democracy and secularism in the Islamic world, 
but who has since consolidated her hold on power 
in the manner of an authoritarian – describing the 
Opposition as ‘terrorists’, jailing its leaders, 
lashing out at critics as ‘traitors’ to the nation, 
muzzling the media, and being accused by rights 
activists of using enforced disappearances and 
extra-judicial killings to silence them. Hasina, 
who has survived more than one assassination 
attempt, would like the world to see her as the last 
woman standing between Islamist extremism and 
her fragile country. But even her supporters are 
finding it hard to justify her methods.

Writing in these columns recently on the 75th 
anniversary of the Awami League, the party of 
Bangladesh’s liberation that Hasina has led for 
four decades, Mahfuz Anam, editor of The Daily 
Star, described how it had lost its way badly. The 
Awami League, he wrote, “today is its own judge 
and jury. It is a typical example of a political party 
living in its own bubble. And since it has 
monopoly control on all the levers of power, the 
bubble, as fragile as it is, can also be dangerous. 
This is so because the reality presented by the 
bubble can form the basis of decisions that can 
fatally harm us all.”Hasina has been in office 
continuously since January 2009. Her landslide 
victory in the December 2008 elections came 
after a tumultuous period for the country and was 
hailed internationally as a win for progressive 
forces in Bangladesh. But a mutiny by officers of 
the Bangladesh Rifles in February 2009, a month 
after she was sworn in, shook her government.

Hasina survived that crisis, with Delhi holding her 
hand. In the 15 years since then, Bangladesh’s 
economic turnaround and its solid progress on 
human development indicators — the country is 
set to graduate from the Least Developed 
Category in 2026 — won her much international 
admiration, at the same time as her increasingly 
authoritarian political style drew criticism and 
made her unpopular at home.The 2012-13 fast-
tracking of a process to punish Pakistan’s Islamist 
collaborators during the 1971 Liberation War, 
which led to the execution of six Jamaat-e-Islami 
leaders and one of the opposition Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) after a quick trial and 
conviction by a special court, fuelled polarisation 
in the polity. The Jamaat-e-Islami was banned, 
and the BNP has since boycotted two elections — 
in 2013 and 2023 — over its unmet demand for a 
caretaker government to oversee the electoral 
process. The party contested the 2018 election, 
but its leader, Khaleda Zia, was convicted and 
jailed, and not allowed to run.The Hasina 
government’s counter-terrorism response after a 
wave of Islamist-linked killings of secular 
activists culminating in the 2016 terrorist attack 
on a cafe in Dhaka, is seen to have been effective. 
But Hasina’s one-party rule and the government’s 
single-minded focus on wiping out the political 
opposition have led to a vacuum in the polity that 
is being filled by a yearning in large sections of 
the public for Islamic governance. This is 
especially so as Bangladesh’s economic dream 
run has now run out of gas, literally. Russia’s 
Ukraine war slowed down the country’s post-
pandemic recovery, with a direct impact on the 
citizens. Food inflation is high. An acute 
unemployment crisis has worsened people’s 
lives. And a young population is demanding 
political accountability from an unresponsive 
government. This is why the quota in jobs brought 
students out on the streets, resulting in last week’s 
bloodshed.

Another way for Nepal to balance its trade WITH a new Prime Minister at the helm, Nepal 
would be to stop importing petroleum products has had its 30th change in the head of 
from India and import them from elsewhere.government since the 1990 Jana Andolan — 

which instituted constitutional monarchy — India is the sole supplier of oil to Nepal. PM 
and the 15th since the 2006 Loktantra Andolan, Narendra Modi and Oli had jointly inaugurated 
which abolished the monarchy and established a South Asia’s first cross-border petroleum 
parliamentary republic. In the last nine years, products pipeline from Motihari in India to 
the government has changed eight times, with Amlekhgunj in Nepal in September 2019. This 
KP Sharma Oli of the Communist Party of was built by the Indian Oil Corporation ahead 
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist), Pushpa of schedule to ensure regular and affordable 
Kamal Dahal of the Communist Party of Nepal petroleum supplies to Nepal.
(Maoist Centre) and Sher Bahadur Deuba of the Not only is India now importing Nepalese 

agreed upon. For the last two years, the Nepal Nepali Congress successively becoming the electricity, but it is also on the verge of agreeing 
Electricity Authority has been selling surplus PM. Ideology has nothing to do with political to the wheeling of Nepalese electricity to 
electricity produced at its hydropower plants in changes in Nepal.Oli has become the PM for the Bangladesh, the first such trilateral arrangement 
Kaligandaki, Trishuli and Devighat to India through fourth time, with a comfortable majority. He won among any three countries in South Asia.India could 
the Indian Energy Exchange at a remunerative price the floor test in the 275-member Pratinidhi Sabha do more than any other country for transit and 
of over Rs 6 per unit. The India-Nepal Joint Vision (House of Representatives) on Sunday with more connectivity with Nepal. Under the Belt and Road 
Statement on Power Sector Cooperation adopted in than two-thirds majority, with 188 votes in favour of Initiative, China had promised the construction of a 
April 2022 envisages three activities: the joint the Vote of Confidence motion tabled by him. Trans-Himalayan Multi-dimensional Connectivity 
development of power sector projects in Nepal, Former Ambassador to India and retired Kathmandu Network, but there is no evidence of it on the 
building cross-border transmission infrastructure University professor Lok Raj Baral recently ground. India has offered to effectively end Nepal’s 
and bi-directional power trade. But some hostile described Nepali politics as being “full of landlocked situation by building a rail link to 
elements in Nepal are opposed to it.It is interesting absurdities” and termed the frequent changes in its Kathmandu and providing Nepal access to the Bay 
to recall that when Chandra Shekhar, arguably the government ‘pantomime’ or ‘nautanki’. In his first of Bengal through waterways. The Final Location 
most Nepal-friendly Indian PM, visited Kathmandu tenure, Oli was annoyed with India. He made Survey report of the Raxaul-Kathmandu rail link 
in February 1991, he spoke expansively about the several anti-Indian moves. For example, he claimed has been with the Government of Nepal since June 
potential of India-Nepal cooperation in the that Thori (near Birgunj) was the real Ayodhya — last year.
hydropower sector at a press conference, after the birthplace of Lord Ram, an avatar of Lord China’s 2016 Transit and Transport Agreement with 
which he asked a young Nepali journalist, Vijay Vishnu. Some news outlets reported that Nepal’s Nepal gives the latter access to several Chinese 
Kumar, to stay and have tea with him. The first thing archaeological department was considering ports. But in the past eight years, the routes have 
PM Shekhar said was, “Don’t believe a word of excavation in the region. He further claimed that remained unutilised because of long and 
what I just said for public consumption.” Seeing that ‘Singhadeva Jayate’, and not ‘Satyameva Jayate’, uneconomic distances. Nepal’s third-country trade 
Vijay was perplexed, the then Indian premier appeared to be India’s national motto. He got continues through the Indian ports of Kolkata and 
recounted his upbringing in a hut in a Ballia village Nepal’s map and Constitution changed to extend its Visakhapatnam. Should Nepal require ports on 
in eastern Uttar Pradesh that had no electricity. His boundary with India north-westward and not India’s western coastline, such as Kandla, for its 
father had told him then that India would soon be northward, enlarging the disputed area manifold and exports to the Gulf, West Asia, Africa or Europe, 
free: “Tab hamara mitra desh Nepal unnati ke path making a resolution difficult.The general India would facilitate it. Under an India-Bangladesh 
par hoga aur hamen bijli dega. Ab hamare baal safed perception that Oli is pro-China is incorrect. A arrangement, the two countries have agreed to give 
ho gaye par Nepal se hamare ghar bijli nahin ayi. nationalist politician, he would want Nepal’s Nepal transit facilities through Kakarvitta-Fulbari 
Nepali apne ko andhere mein rakhenge aur hamein stability and development. Having close ties with (Phulbari)-Banglabandha to the ports of Chittagong 
bhi andhere mein rahne denge!”India would be a prerequisite for that. While India and Mongla.The frequent change of leadership in 

This anecdote illustrates how things have changed. has no issue with Nepal maintaining good relations Nepal leads to endemic political instability. India is 
While India has supplied electricity to Nepal over with China, what makes the India-Nepal slowly learning to shield its bilateral relationship 
the past few decades, the power trade between the relationship unique are the ties of geography, history from the vicissitudes of Nepal’s domestic politics. 
two nations is beginning to reverse its course. Nepal and culture and the open border between the two With their cultural closeness, Indians and Nepalese 
has started producing electricity, and India buys countries.This could be further transformed through are guilty of a degree of complacency towards one 
only the surplus, whose export will redress Nepal’s initiatives on electricity trade, climate change another. They should, instead, invest more in each 
trade balance and improve its public finance. cooperation and connectivity that have already been other.

India could do more than any other country for transit and connectivity with Nepal.

BJP lifts ban in a bid to placate Sangh

Editorial

Babas demand unquestioning faith and politicians prefer to keep the masses ignorant — neither wants or encourages the spirit of enquiry.

Education is the antidote to deras and babas

New Delhi, Thursday, 25 July 2024 THE SIKH TIMES





NATIONAL 8

New Delhi:The Supreme Court's verdict under the present system. "The showing us any direction, then where 
about the NEET-UG paper leak has put Supreme Court has asked the IIT Delhi will we go? Is there a pressure on the 
an end to the controversy officially but to look into the matter as to how to deal gove rnmen t?"VCK MP Tho l .  
the opposition in not ready to accept with these issues (paper leaks)....Why Thirumavalavan termed the verdict 
the verdict in its current form. The in every examination during this shocking. "Supreme Court direction is 
opposition said that the National government there are leaks in every not in favour of the students who are 
Testing Agency needs to be revamped exam? The question is who is involved affected by this NEET scam...The 
as it is not capable of conducting and for whose benefit are the leaks victims have to go for appeal. That is 
national-level exams in the current happening? Who are the people the only solution," he said.
format. The Supreme Court, in its without merit who got jobs? The What Government Said
verdict yesterday, concluded that the National Testing Agency(NTA) needs BJP leader and Union Education 
paper leak took place at local level in to be completely revamped. You Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said 
Bihar while maintaining absence of cannot hold an all-India exam of this that the government is committed 
any systemic breach. The apext court magnitude under a present NTA towards  a  ' ze ro-er ror '  exam.  
rejected the demand for holding a re- system," Sibal said.He said, "The Dharmendra Pradhan said, "For us, 
examination for over 24 lakhs students government is for everyone and it zero tolerance of any kind of breach is 
who took the NEET-UG 2024 exam. should think for every section of our our priority when it comes to exams for 

Former Congress leader and Rajya youth who is sitting for this students, be it for higher education or 
Sabha MP Kapil Sibal said that the exam."Shiv Sena-UBT Rajya Sabha jobs. So, the Modi government has 
National Testing Agency (NTA) needs MP Sanjay Raut said, "Supreme Court brought into effect a strict law like the 
to be completely revamped, adding should know what is going on in the Public Examinations (Prevention of 
that the government cannot hold an country. Supreme Court was one last Unfair Means) Act....Presenting our 
All-India exam of this magnitude ray of hope. If that ray too is not side before the Supreme.

What Is LBSNAA? 10 Things To Know About 
IAS Training That Drives India's Bureaucracy

NEET-UG Row: BJP, Opposition Spar 
After SC Verdict; NTA Faces Heat

New Delhi. The Lal Bahadur Shastri IAS training process that underline service ethics. It aims to produce 
National Academy of Administration its pivotal role in shaping India's officers who are not only efficient 
(LBSNAA) is once again at the bureaucracy. administrators but also empathetic 
center of attention, this time due to its Established in 1959, LBSNAA is leaders committed to public welfare.
newly implemented social media named after Lal Bahadur Shastri, the Training Phases
guidelines. These rules come in the second Prime Minister of India, and The training at LBSNAA is divided 
wake of a controversy involving serves as the premier training into two rigorous phases designed to 
trainee IAS officer Pooja Khedkar, institution for Indian Administrative prepare officers comprehensively for 
who recently found herself under Service (IAS) off icers .  The their roles:Phase 1: This foundational 
scrutiny for her social media academy’s mission is to train civil phase introduces officers to public 
activities. Located in the picturesque servants in public policy and administration, law, economics, and 
town of Mussoorie, Uttarakhand, administration, instilling values of Indian polity. 
LBSNAA is where the future integrity, commitment, and service. Through a blend of classroom sessions, 
bureaucrats of India are groomed. As Purpose and Mission field visits, and hands-on training, 
debates rage on about privacy, LBSNAA’s primary objective is to officers are taught to navigate the 
transparency, and professional equip IAS officers with the necessary complexities of governance and 
conduct, it is crucial to delve into the skills and knowledge to manage p u b l i c  s e r v i c e .  T h i s  p h a s e  
significance of LBSNAA and the public administration effectively. emphasizes the development of core 
extensive training it provides to The academy focuses on fostering a administrative skills and a thorough 
India’s top civil servants. Here are ten deep understanding of governance, understanding of the country’s socio-
essential aspects of LBSNAA and the policy implementation, and public political landscape.

Kanwar Yatra pilgrim dies as 
speeding bike hits sleeping 
devotees in UP

"Will March To Delhi," Say Farmers After 
Meeting Rahul Gandhi At Parliament

Telangana, Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka. continue march towards Delhi..." he told . steep fall in crop prices - to be based on 
Senior Congress leaders KC Venugopal Earlier, sources said the farmers spoke to the Swaminathan Commission's C2+50 

and Deepender Singh Hooda were also Mr Gandhi about issues in their formula, which factors in cost of capital 
part of the meeting, as were MPs respective states, and also asked him to and land rent when calculating support 
Amarinder Singh Raja Warring and prices.
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa.There was The government, however, is reluctant to 
confusion before the meeting as the drop the existing A2+FL+50 per cent 
farmers were not allowed inside. "We method.Apart from changing the 
invited them... but they are not allowing formula, farmers also want legal backing 
them inside Parliament. They are for this purchase price; at present the 
farmers, maybe this is why..." Mr government is not obliged to buy, for 
Gandhi said."...you will have to ask the example, 10 per cent of a paddy crop at 
Prime Minister the reason for this...” the floor price.In 2020/21 lakhs of 

Rahul Gandhi will raise the voice of farmers gathered to march on Delhi, 
farmers inside Parliament..." Mr prompting the government to set up war-
Warring told NDTV after the meeting. zone like defence measures around the 
On reports the farmers are planning national capital. The 'farmer army' - New Delhi: Farmers pushing the 

introduce a private member's bill to fulfill another march on Delhi, he said, "They complete with tractors and supplies for a government to revamp the MSP, or 
long-standing demands - to revise MSP have all rights to come to Delhi and months-long siege - was held to minimum support price, policy met 
and ensure legal backing. These demands protest (and) if a private member's bill is makeshift camps blocking key roads into Congress MP Rahul Gandhi inside the 
have been at the core of their protests required then we will bring that too."One the city.The furore over the protests also Parl iament complex Wednesday 
since it began in 2020.Farmer unions of the farmers, Jagjit Singh Dallewal, made international headlines and sparked morning.Mr Gandhi, who is also Leader 
across the country want the MSP - a said the government had failed, so far, to bitter fights between the ruling Bharatiya of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, met a 
purchase guarantee  set  by the  fulfill assurances. "Swaminathan report Janata Party and the opposition, led by delegation of 12 farmer leaders from 
government to protect agriculturists from implementation is a must. We will Mr Gandhi's Congress.Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, 

New Delhi. Heavy rainfall lashed Delhi-NCR areas 
on Wednesday morning, bringing much-needed 
relief from the humid weather.The India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a 
'yellow alert' for the national capital and its 
adjoining areas, indicating the possibility of more 
showers later in the day. A yellow alert means 
heavy rainfall between 6 cm and 11 cm.The 
maximum and minimum temperatures will likely 
hover around 36 and 27 degrees Celsius.

The forecast shared by IMD in a post X (formerly 
Twitter) includes regions such as Delhi University, 
Civil Lines, Kashmiri Gate, Seelampur, Shahadra, 
Vivek Vihar, Patel Nagar, Red Fort, Preet Vihar, 
Budha Jayanti Park, and President House.The Air 
Quality Index (AQI) of the national capital was 
recorded in the "good" category with a reading of 
40, according to the Central Pollution Control 

Board.he weather body has also predicted heavy 
rainfall over parts of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, and 
Maharashtra on July 24.The northwestern state of 
Rajasthan is likely to experience hot, humid 
weather until tomorrow.In northeastern India, 
"fairly widespread light to moderate rainfall" is 
predicted over the next five days, the IMD said in 
its weather bulletin.

A 'yellow' warning of heavy rains at isolated places 
has also been issued throughout Himachal Pradesh 
for the next four days till July 27.Meanwhile, in 
Chandigarh and Punjab, the IMD has predicted 
"above normal" temperatures with high humidity 
in the next two days.The weather bulletin predicted 
light to moderate rainfall in other parts of north and 
south Odisha over the next two days, with similar 
conditions expected on July 25 and 26.The weather 
body has also predicted heavy to very heavy 
rainfall in the North Goa and South Goa districts 
from July 24 to 25.

Heavy rain lashes Delhi-NCR, 
more showers predicted

New UK Foreign Secretary arrives in 
Delhi on 1st visit, free trade deal in focus

New Delhi. UK Foreign Secretary David driving forward the clean energy transition 
Lammy has arrived in New Delhi for a two- and creating opportunities for British and 
day visit to India in the first high-level Indian businesses.
discussion between the two sides after Keir He will discuss partnering on Indian-led global 
Starmer's Labour government came to power initiatives to build clean power access, 
in the general elections."Warm welcome to climate resilience in the global south and 
UK Foreign Secretary David Lammy as he small island states.The UK Foreign 
arrives in New Delhi on his first official visit Secretary is also expected to underscore the 
since the assumption of office. The visit will importance of the 'Living Bridge' between 
strengthen the Comprehensive Strategic the UK and India. It represents the 1.7 
Partnership between the two countries and million people with Indian heritage that have 
will make the 'living bridge' between India made their home in the UK and make an 
and the UK stronger," the External Affairs exceptional contribution to British 
Ministry tweeted.During David Lammy's life.David Lammy will meet business 
visit, he will highlight the importance of the leaders to highlight how the UK and India are 
new partnership with India with a focus on working together on shared ambitions such 
economic, domestic and global security. as cutting-edge science to encourage Lammy and External Affairs Minister S Birmingham. We have shared interests in the 

"I am travelling to India in my first month as innovation, boost trade, and improve the Jaishankar."India is  the emerging green transition, new technologies, 
Foreign Secretary because resetting our livelihoods of working people in both superpower of the 21st century, the largest economic security and global security," 
relationship with the Global South is a key countries.After the India trip, the UK country in the world with 1.4 billion people David Lammy said.The UK Foreign 
part of how this government will reconnect Foreign Secretary will travel to the ASEAN and one of the fastest growing economies in Secretary will also hold high level meetings 
Britain for our security and prosperity at Foreign Ministers' meeting in Laos wherehe the world. Our Free Trade Agreement with climate and business leaders.It has been 
home," David Lammy said.The long- will advance UK economic partnerships and negotiations are the floor, not the ceiling of learnt that David Lammy will galvanise 
pending India-UK Free Trade Agreement unveil new cooperation on climate and our ambitions to unlock our shared potential support for accelerated action on the climate 
(FTA) will feature in the talks between David health.and deliver growth, from Bengaluru to crisis with India as an indispensable partner - 

New Delhi. One Kanwar Yatra pilgrim was killed and 
another injured in a hit-and-run accident in Uttar 
Pradesh's Muzaffarnagar on Tuesday night, police 
said.According to police, a speeding two-wheeler hit 
the devotees while a group of pilgrims were sleeping on 
the roadside.”It was found that 3 Kanwar devotees who 
were carrying Kanwar were tired and lay down on the 
side of the road and a Kanwar devotee was sitting there. 

A speeding bike hit the sleeping devotee and went 
away," police officer Ramashish Yadav told news 
agency ANI.

In this accident, one pilgrim died and one was injured and 
is undergoing treatment in a hospital, he added.

UK Foreign Secretary 

David Lammy has 

arrived in Delhi for a 

two-day visit to India. 

His visit marks the first 

high-level discussion 

between the two 

nations after Keir 

Starmer's Labour 

government came to 

power in the UK 

general elections.

Sources said the 

farmer leaders have 

asked Rahul Gandhi 

to introduce a private 

member's bill to fulfill 

a long-standing 

demand - recalculation 

of MSP.

Sacred Spaces: Understanding 
the 5 Roles of  Indian Temples 
in the Spiritual Landscape
New Delhi:For ages, temples have formed an integral part 

of India's cultural and spiritual landscape. These 
hallowed locations fulfill several functions in the 
spiritual and social lives of millions of people, making 
them more than merely sites of worship. These are the 
five main functions that temples fulfill in the spiritual 
life of India.

Fundamentally, temples are locations where believers 
congregate to worship and ask for divine favors. They 
offer a hallowed setting for rites, prayers, and 
celebrations that deepen the devotee's relationship with 
God. While providing comfort and hope to those who 
attend, the everyday rites and festivals observed in 
temples contribute to the care for.

Guardians of Customs and Culture
An essential role of temples is to preserve India's rich 

cultural legacy. They conserve art, music, dancing, 
architecture, and old customs that have been handed 
down through the ages. India's artistic ability and 
historical history are attested to by the elaborate 
designs, artwork, and paintings discovered in its 
temples. Temples are frequently used as locations for 
cultural gatherings and performances, which preserves 
old artistic forms.

Spiritual Learning Centers
In India, there are a lot of temples connected to spiritual 

learning and education. They offer spiritual assistance 
to seekers by hosting talks, seminars, and lectures on 
religious literature, philosophy, and ethics. To mold the 
moral and spiritual principles of education and mold the 
next generations of educators, temples also manage 
educational institutions.

Social Services and Community Hubs
Temples frequently serve as communal hubs, bringing 

individuals together for events both social and altruistic. 
They offer locations for social events like festivals and 
celebrations, which promote a feeling of togetherness 
and community. Numerous temples engage in 
charitable endeavors, providing the underprivileged 
with shelter, food, and medical attention to uphold the 
values of compassion and service.
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The Budget introduced 
significant financial support 
for higher education loans 
while imposing a 
substantial cut on the 
University Grants 
Commission (UGC) budget 
by over 60%.

NEW DELHI.  Finance Minister Osimertinib: This is a targeted prescribed?
Nirmala Sitharaman announced a therapy used to treat non-small cell Trastuzumab Deruxtecan: This is 
major relief for cancer patients in lung cancer (NSCLC) with commonly prescribed for patients 
the country in the Union Budget specific mutations in the EGFR with advanced HER2-positive 
2014-25.The budget proposed to gene. It is particularly effective breast cancer who have not 
exempt three crucial cancer aga ins t  cancers  tha t  have  responded to other treatments. It is 
treatment medicines that are developed resistance to earlier relatively new but has shown 
needed for patients in India from generations of EGFR inhibitors. significant promise in clinical 
customs duty.What are these drugs D u r v a l u m a b :  T h i s  i s  a n  trials.
used for specifically?Trastuzumab immunotherapy drug that works by Osimertinib: This is widely 
Deruxtecan: This is an antibody- blocking the PD-L1 protein, prescribed for patients with EGFR-
drug conjugate used primarily to helping the immune system to mutated non-small cell lung 
treat HER2-positive breast cancer attack cancer cells. It is used to cancer. It is often used as a first-line 
that has spread to other parts of the treat non-small cell lung cancer treatment and is also prescribed for 
body (metastatic). It is also being ( N S C L C )  a n d  u r o t h e l i a l  patients whose cancer has 
studied for use in other types of carcinoma (bladder cancer). progressed despite other EGFR 
cancer, such as gastric cancer. How commonly are these drugs inhibitors.

Explained: How will Budget 2024 impact 
your mutual fund investments

Experts welcome budget relief for cancer 
patients, urge higher health spending

be facilitated through e-vouchers, 12,000.08 crore. Additionally, the 
directly benefiting one lakh students budget for school education has 
annually with an interest subvention increased by over Rs 535 crore, 
of 3%.The Budget introduced benefiting Kendriya Vidyalayas, 
significant financial support for Navodaya Vidyalayas, NCERT, 
higher education loans while PM Shri schools, and state 
imposing a substantial cut on the governments.
University Grants Commission UGC chairman M. Jagadesh Kumar 
(UGC) budget by over 60%. said an allocation of Rs 47,619 

Despite significant  budgetary crore to higher education marked 
reductions in some areas, the overall an 8% increase over last year’s 
allocation for the Ministry of budget. He said the UGC budget 
Education has been pegged at over includes three components: UGC, 
Rs 1.20 lakh crore, down from the Central universities, and deemed 
revised estimate of Rs 1.29 lakh universities. From 2024-25, 
crore in the previous financial year. funding for colleges affiliated with 

Central universities will shift from The  UGC fund ing  has  been  
Te c h n o l o g y  ( I I Ts )  h a v e  a l s o  UGC to Central universities dramatically reduced from the previous 
experienced a marginal budget cut from budget line.year’s revised estimate of Rs 6,409 NEW DELHI. Union Finance Minister Rs 10,384.21 crore to Rs 10,324.50 crore to Rs 2,500 crore, marking a Significant financial aidNirmala Sitharaman announced an crore.60.99% cut. The budget for Indian Budget introduced significant financial allocation of Rs 1.20 lakh crore for 

The budget for Central universities has Institutes of Management (IIMs) too has support for higher education loans while education in the Union Budget for 2024-
seen a significant increase by over 28%, been cut for the second consecutive imposing a substantial cut on the 25. The salient point of the proposals is 
rising to Rs 15,472 crore from the year, dropping from Rs 331 crore to Rs University Grants Commission (UGC) that loans up to Rs 10 lakh for higher 
previous revised estimate of Rs 212 crore. Indian Institutes of budget by over 60%.education in domestic institutions will 

Education loans up via e-
vouchers, UGC budget cut

ICICI Bank, Dabur, HUL and more: 
These stocks in focus after Budget 2024
NEW DELHI.   highlighted some stocks that are retaining a target of 4.5% for The Union Budget 2024 

poised to benefit from the strategic FY26.He noted that a big focus of announcements have put the spotlight on 
measures announced in the budget. the budget is on sectors like several sectors and stocks, with most 

agriculture,  education, and experts calling it a balanced plan.Sujan The brokerage firm’s key picks include 
employment generation to drive Hajra, Chief Economist & Executive Astral, Crompton Greaves Consumer, 
economic advancement and Director at Anand Rathi Shares and Stock Dabur,  Finolex Cables,  Hero 
inclusivity.Brokers, said the budget reflects a MotoCorp, HG Infra, HUL, ICICI 

strategic “balancing act, meticulously Bank ,  M&M,  NCC,  Neogen  The anticipated boost in consumer 
maintaining fiscal health while Chemicals, PNC Infra, SBI, Sagar spending, especially at the 
v igo rous ly  pu r su ing  economic  Cements, Senco, Siemens, Shilchar grassroots level, is expected to 
growth”.“Infrastructure, manufacturing Technologies, Spandana Sphoorty, catalyse a sustained recovery. 
and housing—critical engines driving the Sumitomo Chemicals, Suzlon, and Income-tax relief measures for the 
nation's long-term economic strength, are Ultratech.“We believe equity markets new tax regime are designed to 
key focus areas in this budget. Parallelly, will credit this government’s further stimulate consumption 
the government has, aiming to boost adeptness in navigating the complex demand, particularly for lower-
consumption, crafted specific initiatives landscape of economic governance income groups.
especially for the weaker economic amid fiscal prudence. We believe this “The budget prioritises sectors such views, opinions, recommendations, and 
sections and lower- and middle-income budget will benefit industries such as a s  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  b y  
classes, through a sharper focus on agro-chemicals, automobiles, capital employment generation, broadening the experts/brokerages in this article are their 
agriculture, employment incentives, goods, cement, infrastructure, FMCG, base for economic advancement and own and do not reflect the views of the 
welfare programs and tailored income- metals, retail and renewable energy,” ensur ing inclus ivi ty  in  growth India Today Group. It is advisable to 
tax relief,” Hajra said.“As such, we Hajra said. trajectories. This strategy is anticipated to consult a qualified broker or financial 
believe this budget sets the stage for the “ The IT sector might grapple with catalyse a sustained recovery in advisor before making any actual 
next five years of the Modi 3.0 implications of changes to the share- consumer spending, especially at the investment or trading choices.)How will 
government with structural growth in buyback policy, whereas the financial grassroots level. Further, the income-tax Budget 2024 impact stock markets?In 
focus and would be positive for sector largely remains neutral. Further, relief measures announced for the new addition, Hajra highlighted that the 
consumption- and infrastructure- we believe the change in the indexation tax regime could boost consumption budget maintains fiscal prudence by 
oriented sectors,” he added. norm for real estate may not impact end- demand, especially at the bottom of the reducing the fiscal deficit target by 20 

Anand Rathi Shares and Stock Brokers also user demand,” he added.Disclaimer: The pyramid,” Sujan Hajra said.basis points to 4.9% of FY25e GDP and 

New Delhi.  Benchmark stock market indices 
opened slightly lower a day after Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presented the 
Union Budget 2024.

The S&P BSE Sensex was down 48.96 points at 
80,380.08 at 9:24 am, while the NSE Nifty50 fell 
15.90 points to trade at 24,463.15. All the other 
broader market indices also opened traded flat.

While most other sectoral indices gained, Nifty 
realty fell after Sitharaman proposed to remove 
the indexation benefit for some asset classes like 
gold and property.Experts believe that there 
could be a short-term impact on realty stocks due 
to the move.On the other hand, consumer-
oreinted stocks are likely to rise as a result of the 
government's announcement related to income 
tax. The new tax regime has been sweetened 
slightly, with marginal revision in the tax slabs 
and a hiked standard deduction.

The top five gainers on the Nifty50 were ITC, 
Titan, HDFCLife, Tata Motors and Tech 
Mahindra. On the other hand, the top losers were 
Tata Consumer Products, HUL, Bajaj Finance, 
Nestle India and Britannia.Dr. V K Vijayakumar, 
Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit Financial 

Services, said, "Now that the steep increase in 
STCGs tax and the marginal increase in LTCGs 
tax on equity is a reality, investors should focus 
on investing in stocks which can deliver superior 
returns. In the present context FMCG stocks 
l o o k  a t t r a c t i v e  f r o m  t h e  v a l u a t i o n  
perspective.""Watch out for stocks like ITC and 
United Spirits. It is important to understand that 
the Budget strengthens the India Growth Story 
with focus on growth with financial stability. 
The fiscal consolidation being attempted 
through the Budget is a big positive that should 
not be missed amidst the concerns of increase in 
capital gains tax. Another important factor is that 
the removal of indexation benefits on gold and 
real estate will make equity a superior asset 
class, relatively," he added.

"The higher tax on F&O trading is intended to 
discourage the excessive speculation in this 
segment and, therefore, is a welcome move."

Electronics sector gets 
biggest PLI allocation

Sensex, Nifty open lower 
after budget day; realty 

stocks fall, ITC gains

tax categories, including long-term holding more than 65% in debt 
and short-term capital gains, marginal securities.These are taxed at the 
t a x  r a t e s ,  a n d  i n d e x a t i o n  marginal rate without any distinction 

between short-term and long-term 
investments.Gupta pointed out that 
this category remains unchanged 
from the previous year.

The third category encompasses funds 
that do not fit into the first two 
categories, such as gold index funds, 
gold ETFs, funds of funds investing 
in equity, international funds, and 

New Delhi. The Union Budget 2024 conservative or hybrid funds.
has introduced significant changes to 

Gupta said, “These have a taxation in the taxation of mutual funds, aiming 
short term at marginal rate and long benefits.With this Budget, all of this to simplify the tax structure and 

term is 12.5% where long term means gets simplified and the concept of provide clarity for investors. These 
more than two years.”Discussing the indexation goes away,” Gupta noted.changes impact various types of 
impact of these changes, Gupta said How will Budget 2024 impact your mutual funds differently, altering how 
the benefits for long-term investors in mutual fund investments?Under the they are taxed in both the short and 
the third category.“If you are a long-new tax regime, there are now three long term.
term investor, instead of attracting the main categories for mutual fund Radhika Gupta, MD & CEO of marginal rate of taxation, they now taxation.The first category includes Edelweiss Mutual Fund, discussed the attract 12.5% capital gains tax over a equity mutual funds with more than overall announcements in the budget two-year long term,” she said.Overall, 65% equity holdings."They are taxed on social media platform X and also she indicated that the Budget 2024 as capital assets—20% in the short shared a video explaining the changes simplifies the tax structure for mutual term and 12.5% in the long term, with in mutual fund taxation following the funds and provides significant long term being anything held for Union Budget 2024. benefits for long-term investors in more than one year,” Gupta said.She explained that before the Budget, specific categories.The second category consists of funds mutual funds were subject to varying 

Gold, silver price : Precious 
metals record hike on MCX

NEW DELHI. Both gold and silver prices recorded a 
hike on the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on 
Wednesday, July 24, 2024.Gold futures, maturing on 
August 5, 2024, stood at Rs 68,865 per 10 grams on the 
MCX, after recording a jump of Rs 355 or 0.52 per cent. 
The  p rev ious  c lose  was  recorded  a t  Rs  
68,510.Meanwhile, silver futures, maturing on 
September 5, 2024, witnessed a marginal hike of Rs 287 
or 0.34 per cent and were retailing at Rs 85,206 per kg 
on the MCX against the previous close of Rs 84,919.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN MAJOR CITIES
The gold and silver prices in India depend on several 

factors, including the value of the rupee against the 
dollar. Global demand also plays a key role in 
determining the trends observed in the rate of precious 
metals.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN INTERNATIONAL 
MARKET

Gold prices inched higher on Wednesday, with investors 
awaiting U.S. economic data that could influence the 
Federal Reserve's rate-cut timeline, news agency 
Reuters reported.According to the latest metal report, 
spot gold rose 0.3 per cent to $2,416.62 per ounce by 
0402 GMT, while, U.S. gold futures gained 0.4 per cent 
to $2,417.10.Among other precious metals, spot silver 
gained 0.2 per cent to $29.28 per ounce. 

New Delhi. Congress's Rajya Sabha MP and former 
Union Finance Minister P Chidambaram has 
questioned the employment-linked incentives (ELIs) 
announced by the government in Budget 2024, saying 
the projected figures of beneficiaries are "highly 
exaggerated".

Speaking to India Today TV, Chidambaram said he 
doesn't believe that the government will be able to 
create two crore jobs in a year as mentioned in the 
Budget."I don't believe the numbers. 210 lakh, 30 lakh, 
50 lakh, adding up to 290 lakh. I think this is another 
jumla. Like they said that they will create two crore 
jobs a year. I don't believe this," he said.In her Budget 
speech, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
announced three employment-linked schemes. One of 
the schemes is aimed at first-time employees 
registered with the Employees' Provident Fund 
Organisation (EPFO) and offers up to Rs 15,000. The 
Finance Minister said the scheme would support 
young professionals earning up to Rs 1 lakh per month 
and would benefit 210 lakh youths.

Chidambaram said it would be important to see how 
many industrial units, enterprises, and businesses are 
brought under the scheme."I want to see the actual 
recruitment, and only then I'll believe these numbers. 
These are highly exaggerated numbers. Suddenly, how 
do they hit upon 290 lakh jobs?" he asked.The former 
Finance Minister further said the government, in this 
Budget, finally acknowledged that unemployment and 
inflation were points of concern, something he said 
were mentioned prominently in the Congress's election 
manifesto.

"We have been saying that for the last several years. 
Unemployment is the number one challenge and 
inflation is number two. I am glad the government has 
finally, although belatedly, acknowledged it after they 
learnt a lesson in the (Lok Sabha) election," he said.

Another 'jumla': P 
Chidambaram on job creation 
promises in Budget 2024

Budget 2024: Radhika Gupta, 
MD and CEO of  Edelweiss 
Mutual Fund discussed in detail 
the changes in mutual fund 
taxation following the Union 
Budget 2024.

NEW DELHI. In the Budget, the finance minister has 
allocated Rs 12,493.02 crore for the Production 
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme across different 

sectors for this financial year.
The Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology (MeitY) has received the largest share, 
with Rs 6,200 crore earmarked for electronics 
manufacturing.For large-scale electronics 
manufacturing, the government has earmarked Rs 
6,125 crore, while the incentive for IT Hardware is Rs 
75 crore. Over and above, for the development of 
Semiconductors and Display Manufacturing 
Ecosystem in India, Rs 6,903 crore has been allocated 
in this Budget.Another significant chunk has gone to 
the automobile sector. The scheme for the automobiles 
and its components has been increased to Rs 3,500 
crore, a 624% jump from Rs 484 crore in the revised 
estimates of 2023-24. The reason being, as per the 
economic survey released on July 22, 2024, the PLI 
scheme for automobiles and auto components has 
attracted investments of Rs 14,043 crore till March 
2024, accounting for 20% of the total committed 
amount of Rs 67,690 crore.

The PLI scheme was introduced to promote domestic 
manufacturing and has achieved success in mobile 
manufacturing. India’s mobile phone production has 
grown from 5.8 crore units in 2014-15 to 33 crore units 
in 2023-24, with exports increasing to nearly 5 crore 
units.Subsequently, the government has expanded the 
P L I  s c h e m e  t o  1 4  s e c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
telecommunications, white goods, textiles, medical 
devices, automobiles, specialty steel, food products, 
solar PV modules, advanced chemistry cell batteries, 
drones, and drug manufacturing industries.

This year, the government has allocated Rs 2,143 crore 
for PLI in the pharmaceutical industry, Rs 57 crore for 
drones and drone components, and Rs 298.02 crore for 
ACs and LED lights. However, no allocation has been 
made for PLI scheme to promote telecom 
manufacturing.

Mobile manufacturing
Mobile phone exports have risen significantly, from Rs 

1,556 crore in 2014-15 to Rs 1,28,982 crore in 2023-
24, while imports have decreased from Rs 48,609 
crore to Rs 7,665 crore during the period
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New Zealand has raised a complaint 

about Canada to the international 

Olympic Committee after the 

women's football team's training 

was disrupted by a drone. The drone 

operator was found to be a member 

of the Canada women's fooball team.

NEWS BOX

wider Canadian Women's football team, 
to be detained."Following this, Team 
Canada issued an apology and launched 
an investigation into the matter.The 
C a n a d i a n  O l y m p i c  C o m m i t t e e  
acknowledged the incident, specifying 
that it involved "a non-accredited 
member of the Canada Soccer support 
team." They stated that they are currently 
"reviewing next steps with the IOC, Paris 
2024, Canada Soccer, and FIFA.In a 
statement they released, the Canadian 
Olympic Committee said they stand for 
fa i r-play and are  shocked and 

was flown over the training session on July d i s a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  w h a t  h a s  
22 and the incident was immediately happened."The Canadian Olympic 
reported to the police. This was followed New Delhi New Zealand's Olympic Committee stands for fair-play and we are 

by the detention of a support member of the Committee (NZOC) reported that their shocked and disappointed. We offer our 
Canada team, who was the operator of the women's soccer team experienced a heartfelt apologies to New Zealand 
drone."On July 22, a drone was flown over disruption during a training session due to a Football, to all the players affected and to 
the New Zealand women's football team drone operated by a staff member from the the New Zealand Olympic Committee," 
training session in St Etienne," the NZOC Canadian team, whom they are set to play they said in a statement.Canada and New 
said on Tuesday. "Team support members against in Group A on Thursday. The NZOC Zealand will lock horns during the 
immediately reported the incident to police, promptly reported the incident to the Olympics on July 25 in their opening match. 
leading to the drone operator, who has been International Olympic Committee's (IOC) Both teams are in Group A, which also has 
identified as a support staff member of the integrity unit.The NZOC said that a drone France and Colombia.

the outside,  people get  an New Delhi  Former India pacer 
impression about it. It's not just Ashish Nehra has claimed that he 
Gambhir and Kohli, there are so doesn't see any problem between 
many players who have had on-field Virat Kohli and Gautam Gambhir 
spats in the past, but when they play as they will start sharing the 
together for a team, they have done dressing room once again. 
well as a player, as a coach-captain, Gambhir will be taking over as 
as a coach and senior player," said the India coach from the Sri 
Nehra .Gambhi r  i s  up f ron t ,  Lanka tour, where Kohli would 
transparentbe part of the ODI squad. Both 

men have had on-field spats Nehra also said that Gambhir is 
during the IPL, but seemed to always upfront and transparent and 
have buried the hatchet during the speaks his mind all the time.
2024 season as they were seen "Gautam Gambhir is upfront, 
h a v i n g  w a r m  transparent which is great. He keeps 
conversations.Gambhir had it clear and speaks his mind. That's 
shutdown the chatter about his very important. Yes, I agree, 

cause."Virat Kohli and Gautam Gambhir equation with Kohli during his first press everybody has their own style (of coaching), 
are two very passionate individuals. conference and Nehra feels there will be no to operate with the coach, captain and 
Whenever they play for a team, they can animosity between the two inside the player. I don't see any problem with these 
turn up against the opposition. But, when dressing room. Speaking to India Today's two and where they are in their careers," said 
they are together in a dressing room, they sister channel Sports Tak, the former pacer Nehra.India will start the tour of Sri Lanka 
are together, united for the team. You're said that both men are very passionate on July 27 with the T20I series. Kohli will be 
talking about Virat Kohli, who has an individuals. Nehra feels that once both of expected to join the squad before the ODI 
experience of over 16-17 years, Gautam them come into the Indian dressing room, series begins on August 2.
Gambhir is also experienced. The things on they will be united for the team's 

'Don't see any problem between Virat Kohli 
and Gautam Gambhir': Ashish Nehra New Delhi Chelsea manager Enzo Maresca 

isn't expecting any issues within the squad 
once Enzo Fernandez links up with them 
following the racism row after Argentina's 
Copa America 2024 win. Fernandez was seen 
on his Instagram live for singing an offensive 
racist song directed at French players and 
their African roots. Chelsea defender Wesley 
Fofana would go on to accuse his teammate of 
uninhibited racism.Fernandez would go on to 
apologise for his actions and all reached out to 
his teammates to express his regrets over the 
incident. The midfielder will now join the 
team ahead of the pre-season and face his 
teammates for the first time since the 
incident. Chelsea boss Maresca is, however, 
expecting the midfielder to be welcomed 
back with no issues and said there will be no 
issues amongst the squad.“I don’t think so to 
be honest. At the end, they are all human 
beings. There is no bad intention from any 
one of them. I don’t think when Enzo is back, 
we will have any problems. The player and 
club clarified the situation.“It’s great the 
player did the statement to apologise. The 
club did the same. There is not something to 
add to the situation. It’s clear and clarified,” 

said Maresca.
Hope everyone will be on same page
Chelsea captain Reece James commented on 

the matter as well and said he had spoken to 
Fernandez and the people affected about the 
matter and it would stay within the club. The 
Blues skipper is also hoping that everyone 
will be on the same page and everyone can 
move on from the situation.“It’s obviously a 
really difficult situation. I think Enzo 
(Fernandez) quickly acknowledged he did 
wrong, put his hand up and apologised to the 
club, the team and the people offended."“I 
have spoken to Enzo and everyone involved 
but those conversations have to stay in house. 
He hasn’t arrived yet so I don’t know if there 
is anything to amend. I hope everyone will be 
on the same page and we can move on from 
the situation,” said James.Chelsea will face 
Wrexham at the Levi's stadium on July 25, 
Thursday in their first pre-season game in the 
US. 

Hardik's recurring injury concerns that have welcomed the decision to appoint Shubman New Delhi  Former India fast bowler and 
put him on the sidelines frequently over the Gill as the vice-captain in both T20Is and Gujarat Titans head coach Ashish Nehra said 
last four to five years.No, I am not surprised. ODis, saying the Gujarat Titans captain will he was not surprised by the Indian 
When it comes to cricket, these things keep only improve with experience across all management's decision not to appoint 
happening. Yes, Hardik Pandya was vice- three formats. Nehra and Gill worked Hardik Pandya as the new T20I captain. 
captain in the World Cup, but at the same together as the captain and coach for the Nehra said he understood the thought 
time, there is a new coach who has come in. Titans in 2024."They have made Shubman process of chief selector Ajit Agarkar and 
Every coach and every captain have Gill in not just one format, but in all three newly-appointed coach Gautam Gambhir in 
different thoughts. At this time, his formats. That means you are looking ahead.picking Suryakumar Yadav as the new T20I 
(Gambhir's) ideas are toward that direction," skipper.Hardik Pandya, who led India in "Shubman Gill is a work in progress. He is 24-
Nehra told India Today's sister channel T20is in 2023, was Rohit Sharma's deputy in 25 years old now. He will get better as we go 
SportsTak."I think Ajit Agarkar and Gautam the victorious World Cup campaign in June ahead. He has the desire to play all 3 Rishabh Pant has captained, KL Rahul has 
Gambhir have made it clear, that's good. He in the USA and the West Indies. While formats, he has the heart to learn. He is not captained," he added.
is playing one format, 50-over also, he is Hardik was expected to replace Rohit as someone who thinks that whatever he is COACH NEHRA THRILLED FOR 
playing less. Hardik Pandya, in white-ball T20I captain after the latter retired from the doing is right. He is not that kind of guy. Be it SHUBMAN GILL
cricket, will remain a very, very important format, the BCCI announced Suryakumar as a youngster or an experienced player, he Notably, Hardik Pandya tasted success in his player for Indian cricket. When you have the new T20I captain for the upcoming three- likes to have a discussion and learn," he first assignment as the captain of an Indian him, you can have 4 fast bowlers, he brings match series in Sri Lanka.Ajit Agarkar, said.Team India arrived in Sri Lanka on Premier League (IPL) franchise in 2022 at in a different balance to the side and keep in speaking to the press on Monday, said that Monday and began training for the Gujarat Titans. He formed a good working mind, that there's no impact player in the team management wanted Hardik upcoming T20I series, starting July 27, on relationship with Titans' coach Nehra. The international cricket.Not just Hardik Pandya to focus on his fitness and backed Tuesday. Coach Gambhir and captain two oversaw GT's run to glory in IPL 2022 Pandya, but when you have so many Suryakumar to shine in his new role. The Suryakumar oversaw their first training and the team also reached the final of IPL in matches, there will be changes. Even former fast bowler pointed fingers at session together in Pallekele.2023.Meanwhile, Ashish Nehra also 

tournament opener, India went on to 
beat the UAE and Nepal.

Smriti Mandhana led the team against 
Nepal after Harmanpreet Kaur was 
rested for the match. India were in the 
mood to experiment with their batting 
order as stand-in captain Smriti decided 
against opening the batting.Shafali 
Verma made t special by hammering 81 
off just 48 balls, hitting 12 boundaries 
and a six. She stitched a 122-run 
opening stand in just 84 balls with 
Dayalan Hemalatha, who made 47 off 
42 balls.Jemimah Rodrigues, batting at 
No. 4, chipped in with a 15-ball 28 as 
India posted 178 for 3 on the board.

In reply, Nepal managed only 96 for 9 in 
their quota of 20 overs. Only four of 
their batters got to double-digit scores 
as the Indian spinners spun a web 

Dambulla. Nepal captain Indu Barma came around them. Deepti Sharma continued 
up with a heart-warming gesture after their her fine form in the Asia Cup, picking 
Women's Asia Cup 2024 match against another three-wicket haul while Radha their final Group A match to seal a spot in the young Nepal cricket team players did not 
India, gifting stand-in captain Smriti Yadav and Arundhati Reddy chipped in with semi-finals of the Women's Asia Cup. While miss an opportunity to get photos clicked 
Mandhana a special Buddha statue. The 2 wickets.it was intense on the field, India and Nepal with Smriti Mandhana. The Indian batting 
'token of love' was handed over to Smriti India and Pakistan qualified for the semi-players kept it light off it. Smriti Mandhana star took time out to pose with every player, 
Mandhana dur ing the  post-match finals from Group A. While Pakistan are and Indu Barma went on to pose for a who requested a photograph with her.India 
presentation ceremony in Dambulla, Sri likely to face Sri Lanka in the semi-final, photograph with the former flaunting the ended the group stage of the Women's Asia 
Lanka on Tuesday, July 23. India might face either Bangladesh or special gift from the Nepal cricket Cup in a dominant fashion, winning all three 

India defeated Nepal in a one-sided contest in Thailand on Friday.team.Soon after the post-match formalities, games. After outclassing Pakistan in the 

I am not surprised: Ashish Nehra reacts 
to Hardik Pandya T20I captaincy snub

Asia Cup 2024: Smriti Mandhana gifted 
'token of  love' statue by Nepal captain

Paris Olympics 2024, football: New Zealand 
report Canada to IOC after drone incident

New Delhi.  England pacer Jofra Archer is 
aiming to play in the next edition of the Ashes 
and claimed he would use the rest of the 
current year to proving people wrong. Archer 
has made a slow and steady return to the field 
after struggling with a lot of injury setbacks 
over the past few years. The pacer has 
returned to T20 cricket, but is yet to make it 
to the longer formats.Recently, Ben Stokes 
said that Archer won't be rushed back into the 
longest format of the game. Speaking to BBC 
in an interview, Archer said that he wants to 
use the rest of 2024 to make sure making it to 
the Ashes series will remain a possibility. 
The pacer said he is tired of seeing people 
make fun of him on social media with 
regards to his fitness and want to prove 
everyone wrong."I am going to use the rest of 
this year to make sure that is at least a 
possibility. I'm tired of going on Instagram 
and seeing posts saying 'he's going to be on 
the physio's bed in the next two weeks' and 
stuff like that. I want to spend the rest of the 
year proving some people wrong and 
hopefully play in another Ashes," said 
Archer.Archer said that he aims to manage 
himself as best as poosible and get through 
until the start of the Championship next year. 
The pacer plans to use those games and keep 
building up towards his return to Tests."I will 
manage myself as best as possible and get 
myself [through] until at least maybe the start 
of the Championship next year.

England pacer Jofra Archer sets 
sights on playing in the next 
Ashes series

New Delhi. Indian men's hockey team captain 
Harmanpreet Singh has said that the team 
wants to dedicate their Paris Olympics 2024 
campaign to retiring goalkeeper PR Sreejesh 
and win a medal for him. Sreejeh, who has 
been one of India's best goalkeepers of all 
time, decided to bring down the curtains on 
his playing career after the event in Paris. The 
36-year-old had played a pivotal role in 
India's bronze medal win at Tokyo.

Sreejesh had initially suggested he could play 
well beyond the Paris Olympics but then 
went on to announce his decision before the 
games started. Harmanpreet, who is set for 
his third Olympics alongside Sreejesh, 
penned an emotional message for the India 
goalkeeper on his Instagram account. The 
India captain said that Sreejesh has been an 
inspiration to the team. Harmanpreet also 
remembered the 2016 Jr. men's World Cup 
where Sreejesh served as a mentor to the 
team and helped them lift the title.

Harmanpreet said that the team wants to 'win it 
for Sreejesh' and they're more encouraged to 
stand on the podium once again at the 
Olympics."'Paris 2024 will indeed be a 
special tournament. We have decided to 
dedicate our campaign to the legend PR 
Sreejesh. He has been an inspiration for all of 
us and I still remember his mentorship in 
2016 Junior World Cup when we lifted the 
title. It was the beginning of many of our 
careers in International hockey. We want to 
‘Win it for Sreejesh’ and we are all the more 
encouraged to stand on the podium once 
again.'

What Sreejesh said about his retirement
Sreejesh opened up about his retirement on 

social media and said he looks back at his 
career with immense pride and his journey 
has been nothing short of extraordinary.

"As I prepare for my last dance in Paris, I look 
back with immense pride and forward with 
hope. This journey has been nothing short of 
extraordinary, and I am forever grateful for 
the love and support from my family, 
teammates, coaches, and fans."

'Don't think Chelsea will have any 
problems when Enzo Fernandez is 

back': Maresca

ZWomen's Asia Cup 2024: India 

batting star Smriti Mandhana was 

gifted a special Buddha statue by 

Nepal cricket team after their 

game in Dambulla on Tuesday. 

Smriti also agreed to pose for 

photographs with the Nepal 

players after India's 82-run 

victory.

Paris Olympics 2024: India wants to 
win medal for PR Sreejesh, says 
Harmanpreet Singh

Eoin Morgan denies reports of  
becoming next England white-
ball coach
New Delhi Former England captain Eoin 

Morgan has denied reports suggesting that 
he could replace Matthew Mott as the next 
white-ball coach on July 23, Tuesday. 
England's defence of both their world titles 
ended in poor fashion as they had a 
horrendous campaign in India last year 
during the ODI World Cup. This was 
followed by a semi-final exit at the hands of 
India in the T20 World Cup 2024, as the 
pressure has started to mount on 
Mott.Reports in the British media has 
suggested that Mott would leave the post 
and England have started to sound out to 
possible candidates. Morgan has been one of 
the names linked with the job, but quickly 
dismissed the suggestions. Speaking to Sky 
Sports, while commentating for the 
Hundred, Morgan said that it was actually 
news to him.

"This news is actually news to me," he said. 
"It's obviously not nice when a coach comes 
under fire and there is a lot of speculation 
about his future, but only time will tell what 
will happen."

I want to coach down the line
Morgan admitted that he would want to coach 

the team down the line, but the timing at the 
moment is correct one. The former England 
captain said that he has a young family at the 
moment and wants to spend time with 
them.Morgan also said that he is enjoying 
his commentary duty as well.

"I've been asked a lot [in the media] over the 
past couple of months about the role, and if I 
would take it on," Morgan said. "My answer 
has simply been that the timing for 
everything in my life at the moment is not 
right. Yes, I want to coach down the line. But 
I have a young family, and I spend a lot more 
time at home and watching cricket doing this 
[commentary]. I'm absolutely loving what 
I'm doing," said Morgan.
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