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CBI arrests school principal,
vice-principal in NEET paper leak case

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, June 28: The CBI on

Friday arrested the principal and vice-prin-
cipal of a school in Jharkhand’s
Hazaribagh in connection with the NEET-
UG paper leak case, officials said. Ehsanul
Haque, the principal of Oasis School, was
made the city coordinator of Hazaribagh
for the medical entrance exam conducted
by the National Testing Agency (NTA) on
May 5, they said. Vice-principal Imtiaz
Alam was designated as the NTA’s observ-
er and the centre coordinator at the Oasis
School, officials said, adding the CBI is
also questioning five more people from the
district in connection with the paper leak
case. The federal probe agency arrested
Haque and Alam after detailed question-
ing, they said. Both the accused came
under scanner during a probe by the Bihar
Police’s Economic Offences Unit (EOU)
which was investigating the case earlier.
The team had found burnt question papers
of NEET-UG during a raid at a hideout of
the solver gang, officials said. In a state-
ment, the EOU had claimed the “leaked”

NEET-UG question paper was allegedly
obtained from the Oasis School in
Hazaribagh by the notorious Sanjeev
Kumar, alias Lutan Mukhiya gang.
It had said the investigators had
matched a partially burnt question
paper found from the Patna safe
house with the reference question
paper provided by the NTA, con-
firming the leak’s origin. However,
it could not clearly establish who
was behind the alleged paper leak,
officials said. According to them,
the probe had also shown that laid
down guidelines for opening the
question paper boxes were not
properly followed by the authori-
ties in Hazaribagh. In media inter-
views, Haque has maintained that
the box carrying the question
papers could not be opened because its
digital lock, which was supposed to unlock
automatically, had malfunctioned.
Following this, he contacted the NTA,
which asked him to use a cutter to open
the box, Haque has claimed. The boxes
carrying question papers have two

locks—a manual one that must be opened
with a key and cutter and a digital lock that
opens with a beep sound 45 minutes

before the examination. The CBI has reg-
istered six FIRs in the NEET-UG paper
leak case which included its own FIR on a
reference from the Union Education
Ministry and five from the states where it
took over investigation. The probe agency
has taken over one case each in Bihar and

Gujarat and three cases in Rajasthan. On
Thursday, CBI made its first arrests in the
NEET-UG paper leak case, taking two peo-

ple in custody in Patna while
three candidates in Gujarat
who had allegedly solicited
help to clear the exam
recorded their statements
with the probe agency.
NEET-UG is conducted by
NTA for admissions to
MBBS, BDS, AYUSH and
other related courses in gov-
ernment and private institu-
tions across the country. This
year’s exam was conducted
on May 5 at 4,750 centres in
571 cities, including 14
abroad. Over 23 lakh candi-
dates appeared for the test.

The first CBI FIR was registered on
Sunday, a day after the ministry
announced it would hand over the probe
into the alleged irregularities in the con-
duct of the exam to the central agency.
The demand for a CBI probe was raised by
a section of protesting students. 

Cab driver dead, 6 injured as portion of roof
collapses at Delhi airport’s Terminal-1

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, June 28: A cab driver

died and six people were injured after
a portion of a canopy at Delhi airport’s
Terminal-1 collapsed on cars amid
heavy rain early on Friday, leading to
suspension of flight departures,
according to officials. Heavy rain
pounds Delhi as monsoon arrives;
waterlogging, traffic snarls, power cuts
add to chaos Delhi Fire Services
(DFS) officials said three fire tenders
were rushed to Terminal-1 (T1) of the
airport after a call about the incident
was received around 5:30 am. Besides
the roof sheet, the support beams col-
lapsed, damaging the cars parked in
the pick-up and drop area of the termi-
nal. A search operation was conducted
to make sure no one was trapped
inside the damaged vehicles, they said.
The injured have been admitted to
Medanta Hospital near the airport.
One of them was rescued from a car on

which an iron beam had fallen. He was
later identified as Ramesh Kumar, they
added. Work was under
way to clear the debris.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (IGI) Usha
Rangnani said due to heavy
rain, the shed outside
Terminal-1 of the Indira
Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA), spanning
from departure gate no. 1
to gate no. 2, collapsed
around 5 am, damaging
four vehicles. One person
died and six people were
injured in the incident. All
the injured are stable, she
said. Teams of Delhi
Police, DFS, Central Industrial
Security Force and National Disaster
Response Force are present at the
spot, the DCP said. A police official
said the deceased was identified as
Ramesh Kumar (45), a taxi driver and

a resident of Rohini in Delhi. The
injured have been identified as

Santosh Kumar Yadav (28), Subham
Shah (30), Dashrat Ahirwar (25),
Arvind Goswami (34), Sahil Kundan
(27) and Yogesh Dhawan (44). They
are residents of Delhi, Gujarat and
Madhya Pradesh, the official said.

Civil Aviation Minister K Rammohan
Naidu visited the airport Terminal-1

and took stock of the situ-
ation. “Personally moni-
toring the roof collapse
incident at T1 Delhi
Airport. First responders
are working at site. Also
advised the airlines to
assist all affected passen-
gers at T1,” he said in a
post on X. “The injured
have been evacuated to
hospital. Rescue opera-
tions are still ongoing,” he
added. The Civil Aviation
Ministry said flight opera-
tions at T1 have been sus-
pended till further notice.

“Heavy rain in early morning today has
resulted in the collapse of the canopy
of #DelhiAirport Terminal 1. As a
result of which flights to & from
Terminal 1 have been closed till fur-
ther notice.

Lok Sabha adjourned till Monday amid
uproar over NEET paper leak controversy

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, June 28: The proceed-

ings of the Lok Sabha were adjourned
until Monday as the opposition demand-
ed for a discussion on the National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET)
controversy. The Opposition,
led by the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
called for a debate on the
alleged leak of the NEET-UG
medical exam and other com-
petitive tests. The BJP-led
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government has
expressed its readiness to
address any questions regard-
ing the exam controversies.
This morning, Congress MP
KC Venugopal submitted an
adjournment motion to discuss
the unprecedented cases of paper leaks,
including NEET-UG and UGC-NET. The
Opposition aimed to highlight the ‘fail-
ures’ of the National Testing Agency

(NTA), which conducts over a dozen
national competitive exams. ”I have
received 22 notices on the NEET paper
leak case. The President has already
indicated in her speech in paragraph 20
that there would be a fair investigation

into the irregularities in NEET. The
members could raise any issue during
the Motion of Thanks to President’s
address,” Speaker Om Birla said before
adjourning the house until 12 pm. But

the Opposition was adamant with their
demand for a discussion on NEET.
When the session resumed, the Speaker
adjourned the House till 11 am on July 1.
Earlier, Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi had demanded that the Speaker

allow the adjournment motion
for discussion on the NEET
issue before the President’s
address, calling it the most
important issue. However,
Speaker Om Birla rejected the
demand, stating that an adjourn-
ment motion could not be per-
mitted in the middle of the dis-
cussion on the President’s
address.  “All the opposition par-
ties in a meeting have decided
that there is a need for a healthy
and respectful discussion on
NEET as this matter is related to

youth. The Parliament should send a
message to them that India’s govern-
ment and the opposition are jointly work-
ing to address their concerns,” Gandhi
told media persons.

Former Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren walks out of jail
after High Court grants bail in money-laundering case

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
Ranchi, June 28: Former Jharkhand

Chief Minister Hemant Soren was released
from Birsa Munda Jail here on Friday after
the high court granted bail to him in a
money-laundering case linked to a land
scam, an official said.  Falsely implicated,
I was forced to spend 5 months in jail:
Hemant Soren As Soren stepped out of
the jail, a large number of JMM support-
ers cheered and raised slogans in favour
of him. Soren’s wife Kalpana Soren, a
JMM legislator, thanked the judiciary
and people for their support. “Heman
Soren was released from the jail after
completion of legal formalities,” the offi-
cial said. Soren, on his release from the
jail, was seen waving at people and seek-
ing blessings from his father and JMM
supremo Shibu Soren. A single bench of
Justice Rongon Mukhopadhyay granted bail
to the former chief minister of Jharkhand
earlier in the day. “...The petitioner is direct-

ed to be released on bail on furnishing bail
bond of Rs 50,000 with two sureties of the
like amount each,” said the order passed by
Justice Mukhopadhyay. Soren, the execu-
tive president of the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha (JMM), was arrested by the

Enforcement Directorate on January 31 in
connection with its investigation into the
money-laundering case. The 48-year-old
politician had been lodged in Birsa Munda

jail. “The court has held that prima facie he
is not guilty of the offence and there is no
likelihood of the petitioner committing an
offence when on bail,” Soren’s senior coun-
sel Arunabh Chowdhury told PTI. West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee

welcomed the court’s order granting bail
to Soren. As the order granting bail to
Soren came, JMM and Congress workers
were seen here distributing sweets among
themselves. During the hearing, ED’s
counsel SV Raju argued that if Soren is
released on bail, he may commit a similar
offence, referring to cases against ED offi-
cers in the SC/ST police station. “Though
the conduct of the petitioner has been
sought to be highlighted by the
Enforcement Directorate on account of
the First Information Report instituted by
the petitioner against the officials of the

ED but on an overall conspectus of the case,
there is no likelihood of the petitioner com-
mitting a similar nature of offence,” the
court said.

Yediyurappa, aides paid money
to sexual assault victim, mother

to buy their silence
Bengaluru, June 28: The Criminal Investigation

Department (CID) probing charges against former
Karnataka chief minister BS Yediyurappa of sexually
assaulting a minor girl, has alleged in the chargesheet
that the BJP leader and three other accused paid money
to the alleged victim and her mother to buy their silence.
The 81-year-old Yediyurappa has been charged under
Section 8 (punishment for sexual assault) of the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act and Sections 354-A (sexual harassment), 204
(destruction of document or electronic record to prevent
its production as evidence) and 214 (offering gift or

restoration of property in consideration of screening
offender) of the IPC. The other three co-accused -- Arun
YM, Rudresh M and G Mariswamy, who are aides of
Yediyurappa -- are charged under Sections 204 and 214 of
the IPC in the chargesheet filed at the Fast Track Court
1 for POCSO Act cases here on Thursday. According to
the chargesheet, on February 2 this year, at around
11.15 am, the 17-year-old alleged victim, along with her
54-year-old mother -- the complainant -- visited
Yediyurappa at his residence in Dollar's Colony here
seeking help in getting justice in a previous case of sex-
ual assault (on the daughter) and other issues. While
Yediyurappa was speaking to the mother, he was holding
the victim's right wrist with his left hand, it said.
Yediyurappa then called the minor inside a meeting
room next to the hall and locked the door. He then asked
the victim whether she remembered the face of the per-
son who had sexually assaulted her earlier to which the
victim replied twice saying that she did, the chargesheet
said. After this Yediyurappa asked her what her age was
then, to which she replied six-and-a-half; at this point he
tried to sexually assault her, the CID alleged. It said the
horrified victim pushed Yediyurappa's hand, moved
away and asked him to open the door. Yediyurappa then
opened the door and exited after putting some cash in
the hands of the victim from his pocket. He then told the
victim's mother that he couldn't help them in the case
and also gave her some money from his pocket and sent
them away, the chargesheet said.

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, June 28:

The Congress party has
launched a scathing attack
on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his
government following the
tragic roof collapse at
Terminal 1 of New Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA). The inci-
dent, which was triggered
by heavy rains, resulted in
the death of one person and
left five others injured.
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge
minced no words in his
condemnation, attributing
the collapse to “corruption
and criminal negligence.”
“The shoddy infrastruc-
ture, falling like a deck of
cards, is a glaring testa-
ment to the past ten years
of PM Modi’s governance,”
Kharge stated. He pointed
to a series of infrastructure
failures, including the
Jabalpur airport roof col-

lapse, poor condition of
new roads in Ayodhya,
leaks in Ram Mandir,
cracks in Mumbai Trans
Harbour Link road, col-
lapse of 13 new bridges in
Bihar between 2023 and
2024, submersion of the
Pragati Maidan Tunnel,
and the Morbi bridge
tragedy in Gujarat. “These
stark instances expose the
tall claims by PM Modi and
the BJP of creating ‘world-
class infrastructure,’”
Kharge added. The
Congress president
recalled the Prime
Minister’s statement dur-
ing the inauguration of
Delhi Airport’s Terminal 1
on March 10, where PM
Modi referred to himself as
a “doosri mitti ka insaan” (a
man of different mettle).
Kharge criticised this as
false bravado and accused
the Prime Minister of
indulging in ribbon-cutting
ceremonies merely for
electoral gains.

CSIR develops compact, low-cost
tractor for small farmers to

replace bullock plough
Chandigarh, June 28: A compact, affordable

and easily maneuverable tractor catering for small
and marginal farmers that could help them
increase agricultural productivity while keeping
their costs low has been developed by the Council
for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)..
Marginal and small farmers comprise over 80 per
cent of cultivators in India and a large proportion
of them still depend on bullock-pulled tilling
implements in which operational costs, mainte-
nance costs and poor returns pose a challenge.
Though power tillers are replacing the bullock
pulled plough, they are cumbersome to operate.
Commercially available tractors in the market, on
the other hand, are unsuitable and unaffordable
for most small farmers. In order to address these
challenges, CSIR’s Central Mechanical
Engineering Research Institute (CMERI) devel-
oped a compact and affordable tractor of low
horsepower range to meet the requirement of the
marginal and small farmers, according to a state-
ment issued by the Ministry of Science and
Technology today. CMERI is also discussing
licensing the technology to local companies for
large scale manufacturing so that the benefits can
reach the local farmers and awareness is being
spread about it among farmers’ associations and
self-help groups, the statement added. 

Woman on IndiGo’s Varanasi-
Mumbai flight booked for

misbehaving with cabin crew
Mumbai, June 28: A woman passenger

on board IndiGo flight 5292 from Varanasi to
Mumbai was booked for allegedly abusing
and misbehaving with cabin crew over a
change in seat, police have said. The inci-
dent took place on Monday, a police official
said. “The flight with 175 passengers took
off from Varanasi 29 minutes late. The
woman, occupying seat 9, asked for a
change in seat but refused when the crew
asked her to take seat 15. Some 15 minutes
later, she went to the lavatory and then start-
ed abusing and misbehaving with the crew,”
the official said on Thursday. “Though crew
members initially ignored her rants, she
continued to shout at them. After the crew
as well as some other passengers com-
plained about her behaviour, she was
declared an unruly passenger after follow-
ing the due process for such a move,” the
official said. She was handed over to Sahar
police after the flight landed at Mumbai air-
port and based on the complaint of a crew
member, she was booked under provisions
of the Indian Penal Code and Aircraft Rules,
the official said.  

Congress slams Centre over
Delhi airport roof collapse

New Delhi, June 28: The
Delhi Police on Friday made its
first arrest in connection with the
recent murder of a man at a food
outlet in west Delhi’s Rajouri
Garden, officials said. The arrest-
ed accused Bijender (27), a resi-
dent of Rohtak in Haryana, is the
one who allegedly brought the
two shooters in his vehicle at the
spot to commit the murder, a sen-
ior police officer said. The police
said three other suspects, the
woman who accompanied the vic-
tim at the outlet and the two
shooters, are still at large. The
incident took place on June 18
around 9.30 pm at a Burger King
outlet on the Najafgarh Road in
Rajouri Garden, the officer said.
Three people came on a motorcy-
cle and parked outside the outlet.
One person remained outside to
keep surveillance and as back-up
with a weapon, while two of them
went inside and indiscriminately
fired around 40 rounds at the vic-
tim who died on the spot, he
added. The victim was later iden-

tified as Aman Joon (26), a resi-
dent of Jhajjar in Haryana. He
was sitting with a woman inside
the outlet when the incident hap-
pened. Later, a criminal gang
based outside India took respon-
sibility of eliminating the man,
the officer said. During investiga-
tion, the shooters who were
involved in the incident were
identified as Ashish, Vikas, and
Bijender. On Friday, the police
got inputs on the whereabouts of
Bijender and nabbed him from
the Rohini area. A sophisticated
pistol, eight live cartridges, and a
motorcycle have been recovered
from his possession, Special
Commissioner of Police (Special
Cell) R P Upadhyay said. He was
previously involved in five cases
of murder, attempt to murder, and
cases under the Arms Act,
Upadhyay said. During interroga-
tion, Bijender disclosed that the
murder of Joon was committed in
a pre-planned manner allegedly
on the direction of a criminal
gang based abroad, 

Delhi Police nab man who
brought shooters to outlet
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Noida. This was a gang that capitalised on purpose of cheating), 471 (using as complainant had gone to the sub-
surging interest in real estate around the genuine a forged document) and 406 registrar’s office to sign the sale deed 
upcoming Noida International Airport, (criminal breach of trust) of the IPC. along with the buyers, Madhur Goyal 
offering land to the gullible and and Hardik Goyal of Panipat. He had Ashok Kumar, additional DCP of Great 
enthusiastic. With the airport poised to taken Sharma with him. All the Noida, said, On June 26, Jewar police 
unlock significant real estate value, paperwork had been done and the station received a complaint from 
finding customers wasn’t difficult. land sale was fixed at Rs 2.38 crore Gautam Singh, who said the accused 

and Rs 15 lakh had already been Till the law caught up when seven of them had fraudulently tried to sell a 14-
transferred to the fake seller’s Kotak were arrested in Greater Noida on bigha land in Kanpur village in 
bank account,” the additional DCP Thursday in a police probe into a Rs 2.4- Rabupura. The land belongs to 
said.ACP Sarthak Sengar said when crore land deal. The land did not belong to Vaibhav, Gaurav and their mother 
the suspects landed up at the sub-them, but they posed as its owners and Neeraj.”Pratham Bhati, according to 
registrar’s office, Sharma, who knew were armed with fake registration papers the complaint, posed as Vaibhav and 
Vaibhav, immediately raised an to back their ruse.Identified as Neetu, a woman accompanying Bhati 
alarm. “The suspects fled, after Jaiveer Singh, Bhura Kumar and Pinku identified herself as Vaibhav’s 
which the complainant approached alias Devicharan of Jahangirpur in mother Neeraj while striking the land 
police,” Sengar said.Police said they Bulandshahr, and Saurabh Kumar, Rahul deal. They took an advance of Rs 15 
had found cash, a fake Aadhaar card, Bhati and Pratham Bhati of Gautam Buddh lakh.It was pure coincidence that on 
seven mobile phones and a cancelled Nagar, the accused have been charged the day of signing papers, Gautam 
cheque on the gang members. The under section 419 (cheating by Singh, who had facilitated the deal, 
absconding suspect is Rinku. We are personation),  420 (cheating and had asked Yogesh Sharma to 
also looking for the woman who dishonestly inducing delivery of accompany him. Sharma’s presence 
posed as the landowner’s mother,” property), 467 (forgery of valuable prevented the deal from going 
said Sengar.security, will, etc), 468 (forgery for th rough .  “On June  24 ,  the  

NEWS BOX

Fix city’s waste woes in a week: CM to MCG

Looking for land near airport Beware who you’re buying it from

Gurgaon: Chief minister Nayab Singh Saini 
flagged off 50 new electric vehicles in the 
city on Thursday to streamline doorstep 
waste collection. This is the first time that 
electric vehicles will be utilised for 
doorstep waste collection in the city. With 
this, the fleet of garbage pickup vehicles 
ha s  expanded  t o  ove r  500 .By  
incorporating electric vehicles in the 
waste collection process, officials said the 
civic body aims to not only expedite the 
collection of garbage but also contribute 
to environmental conservation efforts.

“Electric vehicles that we have flagged off 
won’t only speed up garbage collection 
from households, but will also help the 
environment,” CM Saini said during the 
launch.On June 19, Gurgaon divisional 
commissioner RC Bidhan flagged off 350 
vehicles for primary waste collection. 
The corporation has also constituted 50 
teams to identify gaps in door-to-door 

clarity on their respective jurisdictions, private vendors. But now, the new general secretary of Sector 9A RWA.waste collection. Based on the findings of 
making it difficult for residents, they said. vendors are not turning up because they The CM also inaugurated cloth bag vending this survey, MCG will hire more vehicles 

don’t have the required manpower and “Door-to-door waste collection is not at all machines on Thursday. These machines to strengthen doorstep waste collection.
vehicles. MCG had sufficient time to happening in our sector despite the will be installed across public places in Residents, however, said doorstep waste 
make arrangements for this before the corporation’s tall claims of gradually the city soon. Residents can get cloth bags collection is irregular in various parts of 
elections when they issued the adding vehicles to their fleet. Earlier, by inserting a Rs 10 coin or using UPI. the city since the private agencies hired by 
preliminary termination notice to Ecogreen covered 70% of the sector and CM Saini also inaugurated sanitary pad MCG don’t have requisite manpower and 
Ecogreen,” said Lalit Suraj Bhola, the remaining 30% was covered by the vending machines.vehicles. The new agencies also have no 

Saini flags off 50 EVs for doorstep waste pickup

meeting.Taking note of a complaint on Gurgaon. Chief minister Nayab 
illegal encroachment of a pond in Singh Saini on Thursday gave MCG 
Nurpur Jharsa village, the CM ordered officials a week’s time to fix the 
disciplinary action against the GMDA city’s sanitation system. The CM 
patwari concerned for incorrect land wi l l  r ev iew the  san i ta t ion  
measurement. Saini also directed that arrangements after seven days.Saini 
water shortage in DLF City-1 be issued these directions while 
resolved within two months and listening to grievances at the 
instructed the developer to strengthen grievance redress committee 
its water storage and supply system in meeting held in the city on 
the area.Several complainants were Thursday. The CM returned as the I will personally inspect the city's 
absent from the meeting. When the CM panel’s chair after two years. Former cleanliness arrangements next week,” 
asked the officials about these cases, he CM Manohar Lal Khattar chaired its Saini said.He also directed the 
was informed that the issues had been meetings till Sept 2022, when he chose takeover of maintenance services of 
resolved. Saini then personally called to focus on Faridabad and a minister Mayfield Garden by MCG within a 
up the complainants to verify their was given charge of the panel.Saini’s week. If the builder fails to deposit the 
grievances. Residents like Bhagmal move has been welcomed as the city amount required for upgrading 
Yadav from Kanhai village and grapples with civic problems that deficient infrastructure in the private 
Hoshiyar Singh from Prem Nagar prompted the state govt to declare a colony, its properties will be attached. 
Kasan received calls from the CM solid waste exigency earlier this Eight private colonies were taken over 
inquiring whether their complaints month.Out of the 20 complaints on the by MCG three years ago, but Mayfield 
were satisfactorily resolved, officials agenda of the meeting, which was held Garden was left out as the developer 
said.As the meeting started, a group of at the Freedom Fighter District had not paid the pending infrastructure 
residents from Old Gurgaon protested Council Hall in Civil Lines, he development charges.In response to 
in front of the venue and demanded a resolved 19 on the spot and directed complaints of illegal encroachments 
face-to-face meeting with the CM. The action on one of them by the next on vacant plots in the Housing Board 
protestors raised issues of cleanliness, meeting. The CM instructed officials Colony in Dhankot village, the CM 
water shortage and other civic to  ensure  tha t  the re  a re  no  directed the formation of an 
concerns. After the meeting, the CM shortcomings in the city’s cleanliness. investigation committee headed by the 
met the protesters and assumed that “MCG officials have been given a deputy commissioner and ordered that 
their complaints will be looked into.week's time to fix sanitation problems. the matter be deferred until the next 

Water leaks from transport office 
roof, officials rush to protect files

the washroom the other day, but in Tadepalli due to lacking Noida. Monsoon isn’t here, but it’s raining 
there was none.This is an building development plan woes at the transport department’s office 
important office. It must have approval. The structure was in Sector 33.After the early-morning 
basic facilities at least,” said demolished as CRDA acted in showers on Thursday, water has started to 
Gaurav Kumar, a visitor.Noida c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  percolate through the ceiling, causing 
Authority had earlier developed a law.111200675officials to run for cover — carrying with 
traffic park in Sector 108 on them important files and papers. Some A new registry office for flats in 
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  corners of the office — running out of a Greater Noida West, but in 
d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  p a r k ,  rented building — have turned into DadriShashi Bhanu Mishra, in 
constructed at a cost of Rs 80 puddles.The office is frequented by collaboration with the Dadri Bar 
crore, includes facilities like a around 500 people daily for registering A s s o c i a t i o n ,  l e a d s  t h e  
track for practical driving tests, a new vehicles, transferring papers, implementation of a new sub-
railway track for toy trains, an obtaining NOCs and processing driving registrars office in Dadri, 
administrative complex, an licences.part from the leaking roof, the addressing the community's 
auditorium, a cafeteria, solar office also lacks basic amenities for demands for enhanced service 
blinkers, traffic signals, an auto visitors such as drinking water, delivery. The initiative aims to 
number plate reader, and life-washrooms and a proper waiting streamline property registration 
sized models of pedestrian area.Siyaram Verma, assistant regional processes, ensuring accessibility 
crossings, roundabouts, foot transport officer (ARTO), agreed. “The and efficiency for Greater Noida 
overbridges and underpasses. problems at the transport office. But in building is old and in dire need of repairs. West residents.Watch: NSUI 

keeping with the terms and conditions of Every monsoon, we have a leaking roof However,  when Noida became a members lock NTA office in Delhi amid 
the agreement, the transport department is that threatens to damage important files. commissionerate in Jan 2020, the traffic protest over NEET-NET paper leaks rowI 
responsible for repair work inside the We have been making arrangements to park made way for the police chief’s protested NEET-UG exam irregularities 
office building. We can address issues protect these papers. It’s the Noida office.Transport commissioner L at NTA's Okhla office, demanding 
outside the office, if any. If the campus is Authority that owns the premises. We Venkateshwarlu said he had asked accountability. The demonstration 
waterlogged, we will look into it.”have requested the Authority and officials to find a suitable compound for a included NSUI members raising slogans 

transport commissioner to get the new office last year, but there has been inside the building. The exam had 24 lakh We also published the following articles 
building repaired and set up amenities for l i t t le progress.Vijay Rawal,  the candidates,  with accusations of recentlyYSRCP office demolished as per 
visitors,” he added.In the absence of a Authority’s deputy general manager irregularities and question paper leaks in law, says urban authorityI saw the 
washroom, visitors depend on a public (civil), said, “We are aware of the states like Bihardemolition of an illegal YSRCP building 
toilet near the building. “I wanted to use 

Gurgaon: Haryana govt on Thursday appointed two state 
civil service officers as additional commissioners of 
MCG to ensure the execution of Solid Waste 
Environment Exigency Program (SWEEP) for July.

Vatsal Vashist, a 2002-batch officer who is the secretary 
of the Haryana Right to Service Commission, and 
Samwartak Singh Khangwal, a 2004-batch officer 
who holds the positions of special secretary and 
vigilance officer at HAFED, have been assigned the 
additional charge for the month of July.YS Gupta, 
additional director of the urban local bodies 
department, will accompany the two officers to 
oversee the programme.The Governor of Haryana is 
pleased to depute Shri Y.S. Gupta, Additional Director, 
Urban Local Bodies (HO), Haryana to the Municipal 
Corporation, Gurgaon to look after the work of 
‘SWEEP-Solid Waste Environment Exigency 
Program’ with immediate effect in addition to his 
present duties for a period of one month,” read the 
order on Thursday.Raising concern at waste collection 
in the city, the chief secretary had on June 12 declared a 
solid waste exigency. A committee was subsequently 
constituted to oversee the implementation of 
programme. TNN

We also published the following articles recently
Fix citys waste woes in a week: CM to MCGI resolved 

civic complaints, directed maintenance takeovers, and 
enforced actions in Gurgaon. The sanitation system 
will be fixed within a week, and water shortage issues 
addressed promptly. Residents' grievances were 
personally verified, ensuring effective redressal of 
civic concerns.111326249

50 MCG teams set to monitor waste pickupMCG teams 
are surveying to streamline waste collection in 
Gurgaon, deploying vehicles and manpower. Fines 
issued for littering as part of SWEEP campaign. 
Sanitation operations improved with 700 vehicles for 
waste collection. Traders engaged for proper garbage 
disposal in bins, aiming for a cleaner city.111197638

Haryana CS announces awareness programs on new 
Criminal lawsVarious training programs have 
equipped personnel for the implementation of new 
Criminal Laws in Haryana. The initiative includes 
awareness drives, virtual court preparations, and 
distribution of informative booklets among field staff. 
The state is actively preparing for the changes to 
ensure a smooth transition.

2 officers to oversee garbage 
collection in city for a month

Protected Landfill waste 
polluting waterbodies in 

Aravalis, say locals
Gurgaon. Garbage is being illegally dumped at 

waterbodies near the Bandhwari landfill, locals 
have alleged. The Aravali land near Bandhwari is 
protected under Section 4 of the Punjab Land 
Preservation Act (PLPA), which makes the forest 
department’s approval mandatory to carry out 
any non-forest activities.

“Waterbodies in the Aravalis, which once served as 
a source of water for the local wildlife, are now 
being polluted and filled with spillover garbage 
and leachate from the landfill. This is deeply 
concerning,” said Gajraj, a resident of Bandhwari 
village.Villagers said they also spotted heaps of 
compost dumped in the Aravalis along the 
Gurgaon-Faridabad road. “A large quantity of 
compost has been dumped into pits in the 
Aravalis and also on the side of the road. No 
action has been taken on the ground so far,” said 
Sunil Harsana, an ecologist and wildlife expert 
who lives in Mangar.

When TOI approached the forest department, 
officials said they will investigate the matter and 
take appropriate action against those responsible 
for the environmental violations. Locals, 
however, were sceptical and sought immediate 
measures to stop the dumping of waste and 
encroachment of forest land. “Given the landfill’s 
proximity to a richly biodiverse forest area with 
abundant wildlife, we will get it checked soon as 
such activities will damage the ecosystem," 
Gurgaon divisional forest officer Rajeev Tejyan 
said.Experts pointed out it is crucial for the 
authorities to prioritise the protection of the 
Aravali ecosystem and take stringent action 
against those violating environmental laws. 
Gurgaon transports around 1,200 metric tonnes 
(MT) of waste daily to the landfill, while 
Faridabad dumps another 1,000 MT.Between 
June 1 and June 25, Gurgaon sent 16,745 MT of 
garbage to the landfill, and 8,293 MT was 
transported there from Faridabad.In May, a total 
of 52,699 MT was dumped at the site — 32,335 
MT from Gurgaon and 20,364 MT from 
Faridabad.We also published the following 
articles recentlyWorker (24) buried under waste 
at Bandhwari landfill site in Gurgaon, diesThe 
Bandhwari landfill tragedy highlights the urgent 
need for improved safety measures and stricter 
enforcement of safety protocols to protect 
workers. The incident serves as a grim reminder 
of the risks faced by sanitation staffers in 
hazardous work environments.111158300

Arrange your own vehicles, staff for daily waste 
dumping at landfill, MCG tells MCFAmid waste 
management disputes, MCG halts receiving 
Faridabad's waste at Bandhwari. Specialized 
machinery is required for unloading the 
significant daily waste from Gurgaon and 
Faridabad. 

Labourer shot dead after 
casteist slur, cops deployed

Infectious diseases data not 
on portal, 20 labs get notices
Gurgaon. A total of 20 registered laboratories were 

served notices by the health department on Thursday 
for failing to report notifiable infectious diseases.

The health department identified this lapse during routine 
inspection.The city currently has a total of 150 
registered laboratories. Notifiable infectious diseases 
are those that pose a significant public health risk and 
require immediate reporting.“We have directed these 
labs to upload the data about infectious diseases on the 
integrated health information platform (IHIP) portal 
within 48 hours. In case any of them fails to do so, we 
will take action against them. It is mandatory for labs to 
upload details and inform the health department within 
24 hours of detection of any infectious diseases,” said 
chief medical officer Virender Yadav.Laboratories play 
a crucial role in disease surveillance, conducting tests, 
and quickly reporting positive cases to health 
authorities. Failure to report can delay essential public 
health action to control disease spread.The health 
department has urged all labs to have the infrastructure 
and trained staff to identify and report notifiable such 
diseases.The department also directed the labs to 
maintain accurate records and provide timely 
information to the authorities.The CMO stated that the 
health department will regularly inspect laboratories 
and enforce strict actions against those violating 
reporting guidelines. He also urged the public to 
cooperate with health authorities and report any 
suspected infectious disease cases to the nearest 
healthcare facility.We also published the following 
articles recentlyUnderstanding heart health in men and 
combating cardiovascular diseases with proactive 
health managementIn India, cardiovascular diseases 
pose a significant threat, particularly affecting men. 
Biological factors, risky behaviors, and comorbidities 
contribute to this vulnerability.Regular health 
screenings and a heart-healthy lifestyle are crucial for 
early detection and prevention of heart diseases

S Police were deployed to quell tension in Fatehpur 
Billoch village near Ballabhgarh after a 30-year-old 
Dalit labourer was allegedly shot dead by a member of 
another community on Wednesday night. Another Dalit 
man was also injured during the firing.

Devender, the deceased, had left home on a bike around 
7.30pm on Wednesday and was intercepted by accused 
Om Prakash along with nine others, all members of his 
family, shortly after.“Om Prakash’s family intercepted 
Devender and shot him. After Devender collapsed in 
the lane, the accused kept firing into the air while 
raising objectionable comments against our 
community,” Sundar Lal, Devender’s cousin, told cops 
in his complaint.Hearing the gunshots, other people 
from their community began to gather, and the accused 
opened fire on the crowd, Lal alleged. Another Dalit 
man, Babulal, was shot in his jaw.A police team 
reached the spot and the two men were brought to a 
nearby hospital where Devender was declared dead. 
Babulal is currently undergoing treatment and his 
condition is stable, police said. “We have deployed 
adequate police force in the village to prevent any 
untoward incident. The motive behind the attack is yet 
to be ascertained,” said ACP (Tigaon) Rajesh Kumar 
Lohan.A case has been registered against 10 accused 
and unknown persons under sections 148 (rioting 
armed with deadly weapons), 149 (unlawful 
assembly), 302 (murder), 506 (criminal intimidation), 
Arms Act, and SC&ST (POA).

We also published the following articles recently
4 members of family dead after fire breaks out at house in 

Delhi's Prem NagarIn Prem Nagar, a tragic fire claimed 
the lives of Heera Singh Kakkar, Neetu, Robin, and 
Lakshay, with Sita Devi unharmed on the ground floor. 
The fire, triggered by an inverter, led to a fatal outcome 
despite rescue efforts.111245844

Locals clash with police after Dalit man dies in custody in 
UP's FirozabadIG Zone Agra Deepak Kumar oversees 
investigations into Akash's passing in Firozabad, 
amidst a violent protest and police clashes.

New Delhi, Saturday, 29 June 2024

Woman tourist from Haryana washed
away in Parvati river near Manikaran

in Himachal Pradesh’s Kullu
Manali (HP), June 28: A female tourist from Haryana

was washed away after she slipped in the gushing
waters of the Parvati river while taking photographs
near the riverbed near Manikaran in Himachal
Pradesh’s Kullu district, police on Thursday said. The
incident occurred on Wednesday evening when the cou-
ple—Ajay and his wife Kavita—from Jhajjar in Haryana
were taking photographs along the Parvati river around
6:30 pm, an eyewitness said. The body of the deceased
was recovered on Thursday. Kavita slipped on the slip-
pery stones on the riverbank and fell into the fast-flow-
ing Parvati river. She was carried away by the strong
currents despite rescue attempts. The body of Kavita
(31) was recovered during the rescue operation near
Suma Ropa, about 4 km from the spot where she fell,
police said. The deceased’s husband identified her body,
they said.

Name Change
I, NO-15210352F Rank-HAV
Name-RAMAVTAR SINGH S/o
KRISHAN SINGH R/o VPO-
BUHANA, DISTT-JHUNJHUNU,
RAJASTHAN-333502 have
changed my minor son’s name
from SUBHAM SINGH to SHUB-
HAM SINGH  for all future purpos-
es vide Affidavit dated 28/06/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, Kunal Kumar S/o Rajat Kumar
Sharma R/o WZ-572Q, WZ-Block,
Naraina, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110028 Have Changed My Name
To Kunal Kumar Sharma For All
Future Purpose.

Name Change
I, Akshay Shree Kanitkar S/o
Shree Kumar Kanitkar R/o Flat No-
903,Tower-1,Unitech The Palms,
South City-1, Sector-41, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001, Have Changed
My Name To Akshay Kanitkar For
Future Purpose.

Name Change
I, RAJAN KUMAR KAPOOR S/O
KRISHAN KUMAR KAPOOR
residing at  H NO-22/G-2, BLOCK-
B, DILSHAD GARDEN, SHAH-
DARA, DELHI110095 have
changed my name to RAJAN
KAPOOR all future purposes

Name Change
I, Nonita Malik Datta W/o Abhishek
Datta R/o AIRLINES Apartment, H.No-
401, Plot No-5, Sector-23, Dwarka, Raj
Nagar-II, South West, Delhi-110077,
Have Changed My Name To  Nonita
Malik For All Purpose.

Name Change
I, Prem Sancheti W/o-Madan Lal
Sancheti R/o 492,Sainik Vihar pita-
mpura, North Delhi have changed
my name from Prem Sancheti  to
Prem Devi sancheti for all future
purposes.

Name Change
It is for general information that I,
RAJESH PRAKASH SEMWAL S/o
BHAGWATI  PRASAD SEMWAL,
permanent R/o  P.O Lambgaon,
Jakhani, Tehri Garhwal, Uttrakhand-
249165, and present R/o Qtr.
No.99, Type-3, North West Moti
Bagh, New Delhi-110021, declare
that name of mine has been wrong-
ly written as RAJESH PRAKASH  in
my service record. The actual name
of mine is RAJESH PRAKASH
SEMWAL, which may be amended
accordingly

Name Change
I, MADHUKAR KASHINATH D
Father of No-15684117L Rank-HAV,
Name-DIVEKAR YOGESH M
Presently residing at VPO-KADE-
THAN, TEHSIL-DAUND, DISTT-
PUNE, MAHARASHTRA-412215
have changed my name from MAD-
HUKAR KASHINATH D  to MAD-
HUKAR KASHINATH DIVEKAR for
all future purposes Vide Affidavit
dated 28/06/2024 before Notary
Public Delhi.

Name Change
I, DIVEKAR MIRA M Mother of No-
15684117L Rank-HAV, Name-
DIVEKAR YOGESH M Presently
residing at VPO-KADETHAN,
TEHSIL-DAUND, DISTT-PUNE,
MAHARASHTRA-412215 have
changed my name from DIVEKAR
MIRA M to MIRABAI  MADHUKAR
DIVEKAR for all future purposes
Vide Affidavit dated 28/06/2024
before Notary Public Delhi.

Name Change
I, NEETA MANHAS Wife of No.
14834998M Rank-SEP/MT Name-
NARDEV SINGH MANHAS
Presently residing at VILL-GHO
MANHASAN, PO- GHO-BRAH-
MANA, TEH-RAMGARH DISTT-
SAMBA, JAMMU AND KASHMIR-
184120, have changed my name
from NEETA MANHAS to NEETA
KUMARI for all future purposes vide
Affidavit dated 28/06/2024 before
Notary Public, Delhi.

Name Change
I, AARTI DEVI  W/O RAJIV KUMAR
residing at C-536 POCKET 11
JANTA FLAT JASOLA VIHAR
DELHI-110025  have changed my
name to AARTI permanently.

Name Change
I, VENKATAIAH Father of NO-
16123638W Rank-NK Name-JALAM
MALLESH R/O VILL- THUMMALA-
PALLY, PO- VANGOOR, DISTT-
MAHABUB NAGAR, TELANGANA-
509349 have changed my name
from VENKATAIAH to JALAM
VENKATAIAH for all future purposes
vide Affidavit Dated 28/06/2024
before Notary Public, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mr.
Ashwani Mishra is the owner of
Freehold Residential Property no.
RZG/D-10, admeasuring 50 Sq.
Yards, out of Khasra no. 22/23 &
33/3, Situated in the area of Village
Dabri Delhi State colony known as
Sagarpur West, New Delhi-110046.
By Virtue, Regd. GPA & Will dated
18.09.2014 as doc. no. 1902, book
no.4, vol. no. 1737, page no. 90 to
92, on 18.09.2014, SRO-IX, New
Delhi/Delhi. in the Chain Document
below mentioned documents not
available i.e. Death certificate &
SMC of Late Mr. Inder Narain, died
on 14.05.2009 now our client is
declaring that that any other Person
does not have any right over the
said property, and Upper Ground
floor without roof rights Sold too bee
Mrs. Sonam Kaur and same has
been finance by Piramal Capital &
Housing Finance Ltd. Branch:
Dwarka Delhi.   If any person is hav-
ing objection right of claim against
the said property, contact to under-
signed along with supporting docu-
ments within 07 days from the date
of publication of this notice and or
the same to the undersigned if
found by anyone. Thereafter no
claim shall be entertained.

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

Name Change
I, NEETU W/O CHANDER
PRAKASH R/O A-1/15-B, KESHAV
PURAM, NORTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110035  HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO NEETU VANVARI
FOR ALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

Name Change
I, Mukesh Rajoriya S/o-Budh Sain
R/O 4/7/B Rama vihar block -C
Modh Pur Majri,Rama vihar North
West Delhi -110082 have changed
my name from Mukesh Rajoriya to
Mukesh for all future purposes.

Name Change
I,SANSAR son of Shri Ram Singh
Yadav resident of House No. RZF-
582, Raj Nagar-II, Palam Colony, Lal
Bahadur Shastri Marg, Palam Village,
South West Delhi-110045, have
changed my minor son name from
RISHI YADAV to RANVIJAY SINGH
YADAV for all future purposes.

Name Change
I, BHAGYASHRI spouse of No.
2807460X Rank-HAV, Name-
KALBHOR VIKRANT SHREERANG
R/O VILLAGE - HARPALWADI,
POST-PAL, TEL-KARAD, DIST-
SATARA, STATE AHARASHTRA,
PIN NO-415014, have changed my
name from BHAGYASHRI to
BHAGYASHRI VIKRANT for all future
purposes. Vide affidavit No IN
DL09557878231863W dated
27.06.2024 before Public Notary Delhi.

Name Change
I Deepak Chabra s/o Mahesh
Chander Chabra R/o D4 Gitanjali
Enclave Malviya Nagar Delhi 1100 17
have changed my name to Deepak
Chhabra for all future purposes.

Name Change
I, Rita Rajoriya w/o- Mukesh R/o
4/7/b Rama Vihar Block -C Modh
Pur Majri,Rama vihar North West
Delhi -110081 have changed my
name from Rita Rajoriya to Reeta
for all future purposes.

Name Change
I, BALA BAI mother of No.
JC462095F Rank-SUB, Name-
BHUJANG CHINGALI R/o VPO-
SAMBRA, TEH & DIST-BELA-
GAVI, (KARNATAKA)-591124 have
changed my date of birth from
26/02/1957 to 14/06/1953 for all future
purpose. Vide affidavit No IN-
D L 0 7 7 0 7 2 1 7 2 2 6 6 3 5 W d a t e d
27.06.2024 before Public Notary Delhi.

Name Change
I, ANJANA mother of No. 2809057K
Rank-L/NK, Name- MOTE AMOL
PANDURANG R/O VILLAGE
TANALI, POST THAPHAKIRI SHET-
PHAL, THAL PANDHARPUR, DIST
SOLAPUR, STET MAHARASHTRA,
PIN CODE 413317, have changed
my name from ANJANA to ANJANA
PANDURANG MOTE and date of birth
from 17/04/1968 to 01/06/1950 for all
future purposes. Vide affidavit No IN
DL08482014966124W dated
26.06.2024 before Public Notary Delhi.

Name Change
I, MANISHAspouse of No. 2809057K
Rank-L/NK, Name- MOTE AMOL
PANDURANG R/0 VILLAGE
TANALI, POST THAPHAKIRI SHET-
PHAL, THAL PANDHARPUR, DIST
SOLAPUR, STET MAHARASHTRA,
PIN CODE 413317, have changed
my name from MANISHA to MAN-
ISHA AMOL MOTE for all future pur-
poses. Vide affidavit No IN
DL08494254292101W dated
26.06.2024 before Public Notary Delhi.

Name Change
I, SURATIYA mother of No.
15615720H Rank-HAV, Name-
SIPAHI LAL R/o VILLAGE, GONAD,
POST, RUKHAMA KHURD, TEH,
KARWI, DIST, CHITRAKOOT, UP
PIN 210205, have changed my date
of birth from 01/07/1952 to 06/12/1940
for all future purposes. Vide affidavit
No-IN-DL07095719943042W dated
22.06.2024. Public Notary Delhi.

Lost & Found 
Original DDA NOC for electricity and
water connection of C-2/91-B,
Keshavpuram, Delhi have been mis-
placed. May be returned if found.
9718487076
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Bolivians show solidarity with President 
Luis Arce amid self-coup allegations

US SC blocks opioid settlement that gave 
immunity to Purdue co's Sackler family

Russian satellite breaks up in Space, 
forces ISS astronauts to shelter

China: In a First, Two Former Defence Ministers to Be 
Tried for Corruption, Expelled from Communist Party

World.  Joe Biden and Donald Trump will clash with each 
other at the much-awaited first presidential debate on 
CNN Thursday. This is the first time that there will be no 
live audience to cheer or boo the speakers. There will 
also be a mute button -- which was introduced in 2020 
from the second debate after Trump and Biden talked 
over each other in the first debate.CNN's debate night 
control room will mute the microphones of candidates 
when it is not their turn to speak.

How will the mute button work?
Behind the podiums, there will be two green lights which 

are a signal that his microphones are on. When the lights 
are off, the microphone is mute. CNN showed how the 
mute button will work and how will viewers see it on 
their screen. When a candidate speaks, the microphone 
of the other remains off and at that time if the second one 
interrupts the first one, his voice will not reach the 
viewers -- he will only be seen miming.

— CollinRugg (@CollinRugg)
But as they are be standing at lecterns that are only 8 feet 

apart, they will hear each other, even if on mute.
In the demo video, CNN reiterated that both the campaign 

agreed to abide by these rules. "By agreeing to 
participate in this debate, both campaigns and 
candidates have also agreed to abide by these rules," 
CNN said.The 90-minute debate will include two 
commercial breaks, and campaign staff cannot interact 
with their candidate during the break, the network said. 
The second debate between Biden and Trump is slated 
for September on ABC.

CNN moderators Jake Tapper and Dana Bash, already 
accused by Trump's campaign of spreading fake news 
against Trump, will use "all tools at their disposal" to 
ensure a civilized discussion.The debate starts at 9 pm 
and will continue for 90 minutes -- with only two 
commercial breaks. This is a normal length for a 
presidential debate, but the commercial breaks are 
noteworthy: General-election debates in past cycles, 
sponsored by the Commission on Presidential Debates 
rather than an individual news organization, did not have 
them. The candidates will not be allowed to talk to their 
aides during the commercial breaks, but they will have 
time to take a breather and collect themselves in a way 
they would not have in past years.

How mute button will work at 
tonight's Biden-Trump debate

Russian pranksters release clip 
of  hoax video call with UK's 
David Cameron on Ukraine

Male, Maldive. Maldives police have arrested two 
serving ministers for allegedly performing black 
magic on President Mohamed Muizzu, local 
media reported on Thursday.

Shamnaz Saleem, who was a state minister at the 
Environment Ministry, her ex-husband Adam 
Rameez, who was serving as a minister at the 
President’s Office, and two others were arrested, 
local media said quoting the police, which, 
however, declined to share any information about 
the reasons or the alleged performance of black 
magic.“Shamnaz, alongside two other 
individuals, was arrested on Sunday. All three of 
them have been remanded in custody for seven 
days. She was suspended from her post on 
Wednesday as per the Environment Ministry,” 
news portal Sun.mv reported, adding, Rameez 

too has been suspended on Thursday.
Incidentally, both Shamnaz and Rameez have 

worked with Muizzu as members of the Male 
City Council when he was serving as the city’s 
mayor.Media reported that after Muizzu assumed 
office as the President in November last year, 
Shamnaz was appointed as a state minister first at 
Muliaage, the official residence of the president 
and then transferred to the Environment Ministry.

“Rameez, during his time at Male City Council, 
was known as a close aide of Muizzu, who was 
the mayor at that time,” Sun.mv said further and 
added, “However, he has been absent from the 
public light in the past five months or so.” Neither 
the Maldives government nor the President’s 
office has made any official comment on the 
issue.

the presidential palace and La Paz, Bolivia Supporters of 
u n l e a s h i n g  t e a r  g a s  o n  Bolivia’s president rallied 
protesters.Senior Cabinet  outside his palace on Thursday, 
member Eduardo del Castillo giving some political breathing 
did not elaborate on the other 15 room to the embattled leader as 
people who were arrested on authorities made more arrests in 
Thursday other than to identify a  c o u p  t h a t  s h o o k  t h e  
one civilian, An-bal Aguilar economically troubled counry a 
G³mez, as the "mastermind" of day earlier.Bolivia’s government 
the thwarted coup. He said the announced that a total of 17 
alleged conspirators began people had been arrested for their 
plotting in May.alleged involvement in the 

attempted government takeover, Riot police guarded the palace 
bewilderment on Wednesday as including the army chief, General Juan doors and Arce — who has struggled to 
military forces appeared to turn on the José Zºñiga, and former navy Vice manage the country’s shortages of 
government of President Luis Arce, Admiral Juan Arnez Salvador, who foreign currency and fuel — emerged 
seizing control of the capital’s main were taken into custody the day on the presidential balcony to condemn 
square with armoured vehicles, before.The South American nation of Zºñiga and declare that "no one can 
repeatedly crashing a small tank into 12 million watched in shock and take democracy away from us".

Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote the ruling, fellow conservative Chief Justice Washington. The US Supreme Court 
which was joined by fel low John Roberts, and liberal Justices on Thursday blocked OxyContin 
conservative Justices Clarence Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan. maker Purdue Pharma's bankruptcy 
Thomas, Samuel Alito and Amy "The decision is wrong on the law and settlement that would have shielded 
Coney Barrett, as well as liberal devastating for more than 100,000 its wealthy Sackler family owners 
Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson. "The opioid victims and their families," he from lawsuits over their role in the 

sa id . rdue  f i led  for  nation's deadly opioid 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy e p i d e m i c .  T h e  5 - 4  
in 2019 to address its decision reversed a lower 
debts, nearly all of which court's ruling that had 
s t e m m e d  f r o m  upheld the plan to give 
thousands of lawsuits P u r d u e ' s  o w n e r s  
alleging that OxyContin immunity in exchange for 
helped kickstart an paying up to $6 billion to 
opioid epidemic that has s e t t l e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
caused more than half a lawsuits accusing the firm 
million US overdose of unlawful misleading 
deaths over two decades. marketing of OxyContin, 
At issue in the case was a  p o w e r f u l  p a i n  
whether US bankruptcy medication introduced in 
l a w  l e t s  P u r d u e ' s  1996.

Sacklers haven't filed for bankruptcy restructuring include legal protections The ruling represented a victory for Prez 
and have not placed virtually all their for members of the Sackler family, Biden's administration, which had 
assets on the table for distribution to who have not filed for personal challenged the settlement as an abuse 
creditors, yet they seek what bankruptcy. The decision has broader of bankruptcy protections meant for 
essentially amounts to a discharge," he implications for other bankruptcy debtors in financial distress, not 
wrote.Justice Brett Kavanaugh wrote settlements involving claims of mass people like the Sacklers who have not 
a dissenting opinion that was joined be injury.filed for bankruptcy. Conservative 

the People’s Liberation Army’s all- announcement said as high-Beijing, China Two former Chinese 
important Rocket (Missile) Force and ranking officials of the Party and defence ministers, Wei Fenghe and his 
was personally picked up for the top the military, both lost faith and successor Li Shangfu, who worked under 
defence post by Xi himself, went loyalty. Their actions failed the President Xi Jinping’s watch were on 
missing last year, sparking speculation trust  of the Party Central  Thursday expelled from the ruling 
that he was being investigated for Committee and the CMC, and Communist Party and are set to be 
corruption and indiscipline.Both severely contaminated the political prosecuted in what was regarded as the 
served as State Councillors, the top post environment of the military, worst scandal to hit the People’s 
in the party and as a member of the bringing enormous damage to the Liberation Army.The Communist Party 
Central Military Commission (CMC), Party’s cause, the development of headed by Xi, has expelled Gen. Wei, 70, 
the overall high command of the PLA national defence and the armed and Gen. Li, 66, for alleged corruption 
headed by Xi. forces, as well as the image of and launched prosecution proceedings 

s e n i o r  o f f i c i a l s ,  X i n h u a  against them after investigations Both were deprived of their qualification 
reported.Wei’s violations are reportedly found both of them indulged in as a delegate to the 20th CPC National 
extremely serious, with a highly c o r r u p t i o n ,  s e p a r a t e  o f f i c i a l  Congress, according to a meeting of the 
d e t r i m e n t a l  i m p a c t  a n d  announcements said.The year 2023 will Political Bureau of the CPC Central improper benefi ts  in personnel  

tremendous harm, according to the also go down as the worst year for Committee.His sacking followed a major arrangements for themselves and others, 
investigation findings.Chinese ministers as three of them shakeup in the PLA Rocket (missile) took advantage of their posts to seek 

including former Foreign Minister Qin Force in which its commander Li Yuchao The Political Bureau has decided to benefits for others, and accepted a huge 
Gang besides Wei and Li disappeared and political commissar Xu Zhongbo forward their suspected criminal case to amount of money and valuables in return.
from public view.Li, who went missing along with others, were replaced without procuratorial organs of the military for Media reports here last month said Wei, 
last year following an investigation into any official explanation.Their summary examination and prosecution.whose prolonged absence from the public 
alleged corrupt practices, was expelled dismissals sent shockwaves among the Li and Wei are just the latest senior PLA has sparked speculation about his fate, 
from the party on Thursday for serious Chinese officialdom besides raising officers to be brought down in the was reported to be politically safe after 
violation of Party discipline and the law, questions over the process of selection of ongoing anti-graft campaign. Nine his name figured in the tributes paid to a 
the state-run Xinhua news agency officials for key jobs by Xi. generals, including previous and serving senior Chinese legislator who passed 
reported.A similar announcement said In a similar announcement, the CMC’s commanders of the PLA Rocket Force away.But not so as the party came down 
Wei too was expelled from the party and disciplinary and supervisory agency and the Air Force as well as several CMC heavily on him too saying that a 
to be prosecuted.Wei served as Defence launched an investigation against Li and o f f i c i a l s  w i t h  t h e  E q u i p m e n t  disciplinary and supervisory probe 
Minister from 2018-23 and Li barely Wei. The investigation found that they Development  Department ,  were launched against him found that he had 
served a few months as his successor.Li, a seriously violated polit ical and dismissed from the National People’s seriously violated party discipline and 
Chinese aerospace engineer who headed organisational discipline. They sought Congress in December.i n d u l g e d  i n  c o r r u p t i o n . T h e  

Le Pen threatens to challenge 
Macron's control on military

WASHINGTON. Nasa awarded SpaceX $843m to build 
a vehicle capable of pushing the Internation Space 
Station into Earth's atmosphere for its planned 
destruction around 2030, it said on Wednesday, a task 
originally meant for Russia's thrusters.

Under its new Nasa contract, SpaceX will build what the 
space agency called the US Deorbit Vehicle to deorbit 
the ISS and avoid risks to populated areas, with Nasa 
taking ownership of the craft and handling the 
deorbiting operation.The football field-sized research 
lab, led primarily by the US and Russia, has been 
continuously staffed with govt astronauts during its 
some 24 years of operation, but its aging components 
have led Nasa and its foreign partners to set 2030 as a 
planned retirement date.The first segment of the ISS 
was launched in 1998. Weighing 430,000kg, ISS is by 
far the largest single structure ever built in space. Based 
on past observations of how other stations such as Mir 
and Skylab disintegrated on atmospheric re-entry, Nasa 
engineers expect the orbital outpost to break up in three 
stages. First, the massive solar arrays and the radiators 
that keep the orbital lab cool will come off, then 
individual modules will break off from the truss.

World.  With just three days to go until France's 
landmark legislative election, far-right politician 
Marine Le Pen on Thursday raised the question of 
who would be in charge of the military if her party 
takes over the govt after the two-round balloting.

The early elections are plunging France into uncharted 
territory, and political scientists are scrambling to 
interpret how exactly Prez Macron and a PM who is 
hostile to most of his policies will share power if Le 
Pen's National Rally wins majority in the National 
Assembly. Macron has three years to serve out his 
term as prez.Le Pen has repeatedly said that Jordan 
Bardella, her protegee, will lead France's next govt if 
their party wins. She suggested in an interview that 
Bardella, 28, will also take over at least some 
decisions on France's defence and its armed forces. 
"Serving as a commander-in-chief of the armed 
forces is an honorary title for the president since it's 
the PM who actually pulls the strings," she 
said.France's constitution states that "the President 
of the Republic is the head of the armed forces". 
However, the constitution also states that "the PM is 
responsible for national defence." Constitutional 
experts say the exact role of PM in foreign policy and 
defence appears to be subject to interpretation. 
Historian Jean Garrigues said "the president is the 
head of armed forces, (but) it's the PM who has the 
armed forces at his disposal". In practice, he said this 
means that "if the prez decided to send troops on the 
ground to Ukraine, the PM would be able to block 
this decision."

Elon Musk's SpaceX gets $843m to 
help discard ISS around 2030

World.   Russia faced strong criticism from A Russian Earth observation 
Western countries when it destroyed one satellite, RESURS-P1, which was 
of its defunct satellites using a ground-declared dead in 2022, has disintegrated 
based anti-satellite (ASAT) missile, into more than 100 pieces of debris in 
creating thousands of pieces of orbital orbit. The break-up occurred on 
debris. While the RESURS-P1 passed Wednesday, near the International Space 
over the Plesetsk rocket site during the Station (ISS), causing the astronauts on 
initial break-up window, there was no board to take shelter in their spacecraft for 
immediate indication that Russia had about an hour as a precautionary measure. 
launched a missile to strike the satellite.US Space Command stated that there was 

When satellites reach the end of their no immediate threat to other satellites.
operational life, they either remain in 

The cause of the satellite's break-up is 
orbit until they eventually descend into 

currently unknown, and Russia's space 
Earth's atmosphere and burn up, or they 

agency, Roscosmos, has not provided any 
are moved to a "graveyard orbit" 36,000 

comments on the incident. LeoLabs, a US 
km from Earth to minimize the risk of 

space-tracking firm, detected the satellite 
colliding with active satell i tes.  

releasing fragments until 6 pm Mountain 
Roscosmos decommissioned RESURS-

Time. US Space Command confirmed 
P1 in 2021 due to onboard equipment 

that the event generated "over 100 pieces 
failures and had been lowering its altitude 

of trackable debris."Large debris-
for an eventual atmospheric reentry.

generating events in orbit are uncommon 
associated with satellite collisions and establish such a system, which does not The incident highlights the growing need but are becoming a growing concern as 
space warfare. Space advocates and currently exist, to ensure the safe and for an international mechanism to space becomes increasingly crowded 
lawyers have been calling for countries to sustainable use of space for all.manage space traffic and address the risks with vital satellite networks. In 2021, 

Shamnaz Saleem, who was a state minister at the 
Environment Ministry, her ex-husband Adam Rameez, 
who was serving as a minister at the President’s 
Office, and two others were arrested, local media said 
quoting the police

New Delhi, Saturday, 29 June 2024 THE SIKH TIMES



STATE 5

KOTTAYAM: Despite two months passing since MVD officials said that they would send a letter to 
the state government issued an order formulating the government seeking clarification on the 
the State Motor Vehicle Aggregator Policy, based implementation of the new policy. “The 
on the Motor Vehicle Aggregator Guidelines- government order did not specify the authority 
2020 of the Union Ministry of Road Transport responsible for issuing aggregator licences. 
and Highways (MoRTH), there is still confusion According to the order, it will be either the 
surrounding its implementation. The policy aims government or an authority appointed by the 
to streamline the operation of public transport government that will determine the licence 
vehicles, particularly online taxi services.While issuing authority. We will soon send a letter to the 
the motor vehicles department (MVD) says government seeking clarification on the matter,” 
further clarity is needed regarding the policy, said an official.
many online taxi vehicles have failed to obtain Meanwhile, the taxi drivers’ union has approached 
the necessary aggregator licence, which is the government and MVD seeking urgent action 
essential for safeguarding the rights of both to ensure the strict enforcement of the aggregator 
passengers and drivers. Despite the existence of policy throughout the state. “Currently, online 
the government order, compliance with this taxi services, including Uber and Ola are 
requirement has been lacking.It was on operating unauthorisedly without aggregator 
November 27, 2020, that MoRTH shared the policy. It is imperative that measures are taken 
Motor Vehicle Aggregators Guidelines-2020, promptly to address the situation and uphold the 
with the state governments and Union territories standards set forth in the State Motor Vehicle 
so that they could use it for issuance of licences as Aggregator Policy,” said Manoj Pallikkunnel, 
well as regulating the business being conducted chief patron, Keraleeyam Taxi Drivers 
by the Cab Aggregators (CA). After four years, Organisation.The new policy ensures various 
on April 8, Kerala rolled out its aggregator policy safety measures for passengers including 
‘to ensure the conduct of responsible, effective ensuring appropriate functioning of the GPS 
and efficient conduct of business by the installed in the vehicle and providing efficient 
aggregators and urges every statutory authority resolution of any issues that may develop in its 
to implement this policy in letter and spirit.’ functioning. 

Karnataka: After cotton candy & kebabs, lens now on pani puri

Andhra to disburse Rs 4,399.89 crore in 
pensions door-to-door on July 1

VIJAYAWADA: The State government 
has made all arrangements for the 
disbursal of Rs 4,399.89 crore towards 
social security pensions (NTR Bharosa) 
to all the 65.18 lakh beneficiaries at their 
doorstep in a single day on July 1.Chief 
Secretary Neerabh Kumar Prasad said 
employees of village/ward secretariats 
will commence the distribution of 
pensions at 6 am. Each employee will be 
allocated 50 houses. Employees of other 
government departments will also be 
d e p u t e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  i f  
needed.Holding a video conference with 
all the District Collectors from the State 
Secretariat on Thursday, he said the 
enhanced pension amount of Rs 7,000 
for beneficiaries under Category I (aged 
and widows, and 11 sub-categories) will 
be disbursed at their doorstep. The sum 64.75 lakh beneficiaries in cash at their Aadhaar Based Face Authentication or 
includes enhanced pension of Rs 4,000, doorstep directly. The remaining Rs Real Time Identification of Beneficiary 
along with three months arrears of Rs 30.05 crore will be credited into the bank S y s t e m  o r  P e n s i o n e r  F a c i a l  
1,000 each.Similarly, for the partially accounts of 43,000 beneficiaries residing Authentication. The Collectors should 
disabled beneficiaries, who come under outside the State under the Direct Benefit take all the precautionary measures to 
Category II, will be given the enhanced Transfer mode.Directing the District ensure the successful disbursal of 
pension of Rs 6,000 from Rs 3,000. Collectors to withdraw the money from pensions to all the beneficiaries in one 
Permanently disabled beneficiaries banks on June 29 itself, the Chief day, the Chief Secretary said.Special 
under Category III will be given Rs Secretary said they should strive to Chief Secretary (Housing, Village and 
15,000, which has been enhanced from complete the entire exercise on July 1 Ward Secretariats) Ajay Jain, Principal 
Rs 5,000. Beneficiaries under Category itself and issue the pension distribution Secretary (Panchayat Raj and Rural 
IV, who are suffering from chronic certificates. If the distribution of Development) Shashi Bhushan Kumar, 
diseases like renal ailments and pensions is not completed on July 1 due Secretaries (Finance) Saurabh Gaur and 
thalassemia, will get the enhanced to any unavoidable reasons, it can be Satyanarayana, Director (Village, Ward 
pension of Rs 10,000 from Rs 5,000 per continued on July 2, he said.The pension Secretariats) Siva Prasad and other 
month, the Chief Secretary explained. amount will be disbursed at the doorstep officials took part in the video 

Out of the total Rs 4,399.89 crore, a sum of of beneficiaries through Biometric conference.
Rs 4,369.82 crore will be disbursed to Authentication or IRIS Authentication of 

Karnataka: LS polls 
verdict forces Congress 
to rethink civic, ZP-TP 

election plans
MYSURU: The BJP-JDS alliance winning a 

majority of seats in the recently-concluded 
Lok Sabha elections and delivering its best 
performance in the Vokkaliga-dominated Old 
Mysuru region, has made the Congress rethink 
about holding the much-awaited elections to 
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike, 
Mysore City Corporation and zilla and taluk 
panchayats.Though there was pressure from 
within the party to hold BBMP, corporation 
and zilla panchayat polls, the Lok Sabha 
election verdict has dented the morale of 
Congress leaders and workers. As the BJP-
JDS managed to get the lead in 146 assembly 
segments, BJP and JDS camps are in an upbeat 
mood and have further cemented their 
alliance, announcing they will go together in 
the panchayat elections.

Sources in the Congress revealed that legislators 
and leaders are in no hurry for elections as an 
internal survey does not give a favourable 
opinion. The BJP-JDS would do well in 
southern districts and wrest power in 
corporations and panchayats if elections are 
h e l d  n o w,  w i t h  i t s  s e a t - s h a r i n g  
arrangements.Mysuru City Congress leaders 
had prevailed on Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
to hold the corporation election ahead of Lok 
Sabha elections, claiming they would win 
more than 35 of 65 wards. The Congress had 
won 24, BJP 21 and JDS 18 wards in the 
corporation. But BJP MP Yaduveer 
Krishnadutta Narashimaraja Wadiyar’s 
emphatic win has made Congress leaders 
change their tone.

A senior leader said despite putting up a good 
fight in the Lok Sabha election, Congress will 
find it difficult to win more than 12-13 wards if 
elections are held now. BJP has managed to 
improve its vote share from 53,000 to 62,000 
votes in Hindu-dominated areas like NR 
Mohalla, Kesare, Yaraganahalli, Raghavendra 
Nagar and others.

Congress legislators in Mysuru, Mandya, Kolar 
and other districts are also not in favour of zilla 
and taluk panchayat polls as JDS and BJP 
candidates have not only won but also got the 
lead in a majority of assembly segments. 
Pleading anonymity, they said the tempo of the 
BJP-JDS victory would subside in a few 
months, and the Congress has started holding 
booth and ward-level meetings to introspect 
and organise the party.

\Though zilla and taluk panchayat elections 
depend on local issues and local candidates, 
they feel it is best not to rush, as the JDS is 
ready to compromise to any extent with the 
BJP to defeat the Congress. Legislators and 
leaders in Bengaluru have also expressed their 
opinion to the CM on Congress prospects in 
the Palike election.Sources said JDS leaders 
GT Deve Gowda, Sa Ra Mahesh and others 
have decided on seat-sharing arrangements 
based on the strength of the two parties, with 
the only objective of winning elections and 
coming to power in ZPs and city corporations.

Resistance from Jacobite 
faction halts church handover, 

Kerala govt tells High Court
KOCHI: The state government has informed the Kerala High Court 

that the order to hand over churches to the Orthodox faction of the 
Malankara Church cannot be implemented due to stiff resistance 
from the Jacobite faction.Jacobite faction members, including 
women, children and elderly, have camped in most of the churches, 
and are agitated and aggressive, the court was told. Some protesters 
have even threatened to commit suicide if the order is enforced. 
Officers face significant resistance from children and women, which 
is preventing them from carrying out the court directive.

he government pointed out that it is inappropriate to use excessive 
force to implement the ruling. Officers retreated without physically 
handing over the churches, considering the potential for serious law 
and order issues. Dispersing Jacobite faction members without using 
force was not feasible.Despite attempts by the district administration 
and police to implement the court order, they failed due to strong 
protests, the HC was informed.

Police officers are continuing their vigil, the government submitted. 
There is a possibility of unpleasant incidents, clashes, and even 
murders or suicides in the districts where the disputed churches are 
located. 

Therefore, police must be prepared. The matter needs to be treated 
cautiously and diligently, and efforts to implement the court order 
will continue.The affidavits of the state government were in 
response to a contempt case filed for not implementing the order at St 
Thomas Orthodox Syrian Church, Cherukunnam; St Mary’s 
Orthodox Church (Odakkali Palli), Odakkali; St John’s Besfage 
Orthodox Church, Pulinthanam, Muvattupuzha; St Mary’s Orthodox 
Syrian Church, Mangalam Dam; St Mary’s Orthodox Syrian 
Church, Erickinchira; and, St Thomas Orthodox Syrian Church, 
Mazhuvannoor.

wastage of public money."When TIRUCHY: Aiming to promote the 
enquired, a senior corporation habit of reading among residents, the 
official told TNIE, "We will see corporation set up two street libraries 
what can be done to save the in the city. While the library at 
libraries. If there are no Officers Colony, which opened first in 
possibilities, we will explore December 2018, continues to offer 
options to put the space to use for books  l ike  those  helpful  in  
some other purpose."p repa ra t i on  fo r  compe t i t i ve  

examinations, local residents say it Street libraries?
A street library is a library, built by sees only a few visitors nowadays. 

a corporation or any local body, What is more is the reading area is 
on a vacant space beside a road to barricaded. The library at Burma 

reading space. Currently, there are two promote reading habit among Colony is no better as locals say the 
of them in the city.On the library at residents. The books for the libraries facility has been off-limits for over a 
Burma Colony, T Balaji, an elderly are mostly donated by local residents. year.On the library in his locality, G 
resident, said, "As there are visitors, the Anyone can take books from them and Ramakrishna, a resident of Officers' 
corporation has ignored its maintenance also donate them.The library in Colony, said, "We don't know why the 
and kept it under lock and key. Officers Colony was constructed at a corporation barricaded the reading space 
Compared to the street library at cost of Rs 20 lakh and can stock about but who cares about it when hardly any 
Officers Colony, this is a small one, and 500 books. It was opened in December people visit the library? All the books, 
it's constructed in a congested area. 2018. The Burma Colony library was however, are in good condition, and the 
Therefore, it was not getting any visitors constructed for Rs 14.30 lakh and can corporation should send them to KSCs." 
from the very beginning. Thus, the stock about 300 books. It was opened KSCs are knowledge and study centres 
authorities ignored it and it turned in August 2019which offer free internet access and 

Soaring vegetable prices 
in Andhra burden people

proper authorization from the Directorate of School PUDUCHERRY: The Puducherry Department of 
Education, Puducherry.In total, 66 schools have School Education has ordered the closure of 33 more 
now been ordered to shut down due to their illegal unrecognized private schools on June 25, while 
operations. Running a school without recognition cautioning parents against admitting their children 
violates the "Puducherry School Education Act, to such institutions.This decision follows an earlier 

1987" and the "Pondicherry School 
Education Rules, 1996," she said.Under 
Section 18(5) of the Right of Children to 
Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 
2009, individuals running schools without 
obtaining a recognition certificate are 
subject to a penalty. The responsible parties 
face a fine of one lakh rupees, with an 
additional penalty of up to ten thousand 
rupees for each day the school continues to 
operate in violation of the rules.The 
Department has strongly advised parents to 
ensure their children are admitted to schools 
that are properly accredited by the 
Directorate  of  School  Educat ion,  
Puducherry, to avoid potential issues and 
ensure compliance with local education 

regulations.directive on December 15, 2023, which also ordered 
Should parents choose to ignore this advice, the the closure of 33 unauthorized schools operating 

school management or the parents themselves will within the Union Territory.P. Priyatarshny, Director 
be held fully accountable for any future lapses or of the Department of School Education, emphasized 
discrepancies, she said.that these schools have been functioning without 

GUNTUR: Soaring prices of vegetables and 
essential commodities are burdening the 
common man, who are struggling hard to 
get things in order. With tomatoes 
surpassing Rs 100 per kg, other vegetables, 
including beans, bottle gourd, chillies, 
brinjal and okra, have also increased by 
two-fold due to a lack of supply.Similarly, 
the prices of mint and coriander leaves also 
climbed up the price chart in the last couple 
of weeks. The prices of vegetables, oils, 
pulses, dal and groceries have increased in 
the past few months burning a hole in the 
pockets of the common man.Expressing 
her ordeal, A Rama Lakshmi, a 34-year-old 
teacher, said, “Usually the monthly 
expenditure of our family of four on 
groceries is between Rs 4,000 to Rs 5,000. 
Now, it is exceeding Rs 6,000 to Rs 7,000. 
The prices of almost everything have 
increased, making life difficult for 
us”.Following this, the Guntur district 
administration swung into action to curtail 
the spiralling prices by reducing the costs 
of basic essential commodities. Plans are 
on anvil to provide tomatoes at fixed prices 
through market intervention.As the prices 
of tomatoes have increased from Rs 60 to 
Rs 90 in Chittoor market due to less yield, 
the officials informed that with the Rs 5 
lakh revolving funds allotted by the State 
government and marketing department, 
the vegetables will be sold in the local 
markets at the same price as sold at 
Chittoor market.Very recently, the prices 
monitoring committee held a review 
meeting and discussed the measues to be 
taken amid the soaring prices.They 
instructed the officials to take stern action 
against the traders for hoarding and 
creating artificial scarcity in the market.

Tiruchy's street libraries lose charm 
as corporation turns blind eye

Free run for online taxis in Kerala as 
Vehicle Aggregator Policy fails to take off

BENGALURU: Following the ban on use of the samples from various spots like wedding halls approaching, the demand for sweets typically 
artificial colours in cotton candy, gobi and shopping malls apart from street vendors surge. At such times, sellers usually receive 
manchurian and recently kebabs, the state health outside malls, parks, educational institutes and substantial orders. To proactively protect 
department is now likely to regulate the sale of offices.Asked about the department’s next focus consumers from potential additives, stringent 
pani puri, suspecting that carcinogenic colouring in the interests of public safety, the official said measures are being planned and will be 
agents are mixed with the water used in the there is a possibility of regulating the sale of implemented in advance, the official added.The 
preparations.Speaking to TNIE, officials of the Indian sweets. continuous testing initiative not only aims to 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India “The department is actively picking up random educate citizens about the risks associated with 
(FSSAI) said they have collected over 200 food samples that are often consumed, and the street food and the potential presence of harmful 
samples of pani puris across the state and are next target could be sweets, particularly jalebi, chemicals, but also serves as a warning to vendors 
currently awaiting the test results.A senior FSSAI laddu and jahangir, which are notable for their and sellers to strictly adhere to food safety 
official mentioned that the department collected bright colour,” the official said.As festivals are regulations. 

Puducherry education department orders 
closure of  33 more unrecognized schools
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EDITORIAL 6

political power, but the Opposition also CONGRESS leader Rahul Gandhi has taken charge 
represented the voice of India’s people. as the Leader of Opposition (LoP) in the Lok 
Congratulating Om Birla on being re-elected as Sabha. This is the first constitutional position for 
the Lok Sabha Speaker, Rahul expressed hope Rahul, who has been in politics for the past two 
that the Opposition would be allowed to speak in decades or so. No less important is the fact that the 
the House.Congress, the single largest Opposition party, has 

It will be Rahul’s responsibility to walk the talk on got this post after a gap of 10 years. This is because 
his assurance that the entire Opposition would of the party’s good performance in the recent Lok 
assist the Speaker in the functioning of the Sabha elections after the back-to-back debacles in 
House. With the BJP no longer all-powerful in the the 2014 and 2019 polls. It was shortly after the 
Lower House, the scion of the Nehru-Gandhi rout in 2019 that Rahul had stepped down as the 
family needs to seize every opportunity to corner Congress president. Since then, he has been 
the government on contentious issues such as the reluctant to take up any party post. Speculation that 
Citizenship Amendment Act, the National he was not keen to assume the mantle of the LoP 
Register of Citizens and the Agnipath scheme. has now finally been laid to rest.
Much depends on him to ensure that the A resurgent Opposition is banking on Rahul to 
Opposition engages in a constructive debate with spearhead its fight against the BJP-led NDA 
the government and resists the temptation of government both in Parliament and outside. In his 
staging walkouts at the drop of a hat.first speech as the LoP, he said the government had 

Canada’s provocations 
know no bounds

PLA reorganisation has implications for China’s neighbours

counts of high-quality research outputs in the last Academy of Scientific and Innovative Research INDIA is facing its worst-ever crisis in higher education. How should India react to China being named the science 
calendar year (January 1 to December 31, 2023). It is an (487).Among the research subjects in which China leads Admission tests for entry into medical colleges and superpower or a global leader in research? An easier 
indication of research performance at the institutional the world are physical science, chemistry and earth and research institutions have been affected by serious option, which the government has exercised in the past 
level. The list is based on the publication output in 145 environment sciences, while America and Europe retain questions about the credibility of the process. Among the 10 years with such indices, is to reject the research index 
natural science and health science journals selected by an their lead in general biology and medical research. China tests hit because of the leak of question papers is the or point holes in its methodology. But this is not going to 
independent panel of scientists.In the research output of dominates in research papers relating to applied qualifying test for research fellowships in national change the situation on the ground or alter the global 
countries, China is at the top and ahead of America, sciences. China has invested hugely in some big science laboratories and lectureship in sciences in Indian perception of Indian science.
Germany, the UK, Japan, France, Canada universities. Top institutions like the Indian Institute of A saner approach would be to welcome the 
and South Korea. India is at the ninth Science and Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) fact that India figures in the top 10 
position on the list. It’s good news that India depend on the National Eligibility Test (NET) for their countries and seek ways to improve that 
figures among the top 10 countries in terms intake of entry-level research students. Qualifying in position further. We also need to see what 
of high-quality research output, and its NET is a prerequisite for PhD admissions and teaching China has done right and where it has 
change in share from last year is marginally jobs in universities. The timely conduct of the faltered. In recent years, the Dragon has 
higher than that of China. However, the examination and its integrity have a direct bearing on the invested heavily in initiatives like the 
picture gets dismal for India if we look at the future of higher education and research in India. China Nine League or Project 211 to 
institutional-level output. Of the top 10 While the Central Government and its agencies grapple develop its universities and government 
scientific institutions globally, seven are with the unprecedented situation, the global research labs into world-class research institutions. 
from China. The only non-China landscape is changing fast, and India is lagging badly The Indian initiative to develop IISERs as 
institutions in the top 10 are Harvard (at No. behind its neighbour China. Two prestigious research universities has paid rich 
2), the Max Planck Society (ranked third) publications — the scientific journal Nature and the dividends, but we need to do much more to 
and the French National Centre for international weekly The Economist — have declared nurture research in middle-ranking 
Scientific Research (seventh). The MIT the emergence of China as a global research leader and a universities. China has gone wrong with 
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology) science superpower. India has long taken pride in the initiative to provide cash incentives for 
and Stanford University are at 14th and 15th possessing the world’s third-largest pool of science and the publication of research papers, which 
positions, respectively. The Chinese technology manpower and claimed success in sectors led to unethical practices. India should 
Academy of Sciences tops the chart.Among like atomic energy, space and vaccine development. This refrain from doing so.The general 
the top 500 institutions, Indian research is changing. China has surged ahead of not just India but stagnation on several fronts — research 
universities are ranked much lower — also the US and Europe as well in several key sectors and funding as a percentage of the GDP, 
Indian Institute of Science (174), IIT-on important parameters like the publication of scientific funding mechanisms, creation of new 
Bombay (247), Council of Scientific and papers.The science and technology prowess of any research institutions, promotion of 
Industrial Research (CSIR) as a whole nation is determined by the expanse of its higher research in universities, and so on — is 
(275), Tata Institute of Fundamental education and research infrastructure and its ability to worrying. The institutions that are 

projects as well, like the world’s largest filled-aperture Research (283), Homi Bhabha National Institute (296), produce high-quality research. The output can be supposed to generate new ideas and public discourse — 
radio telescope and a massive underground dark-matter Indian Institute of Science Education and Research measured in many ways — the publication of scientific national science academies, the office of the Principal 
detector. Several Chinese laboratories have dedicated (IISER) Kolkata (321), IIT Guwahati (355), Indian papers, the number of patents, international awards like Scientific Adviser, the technology forecasting agency 
groups working on quantum computing. In space, China Association for the Cultivation of Science (363), IISER-the Nobel Prize, technology transfer to industry and and others — appear to be in deep slumber or busy 
is at least 10 years ahead of India, having sent its first Bhopal (379), IIT-Kanpur (405), IIT-Madras (407), IIT-contribution to society. The annual listing of research conducting celebratory events of the government by 
manned spaceflight in 2003. It is already building a space Delhi (428), IISER Pune (439), Jawaharlal Nehru Centre leaders, published by Nature, uses research publication setting up selfie points. The reports on China’s 
station. Recently, it executed a robotic sample-return for Advanced Scientific Research (450) and the as its main criterion. It ranks 500 institutions based on leadership in science should serve as a wake-up call.
mission from the Moon.

Rahul as LoP

ON June 18, a year after the killing of Hardeep 
Singh Nijjar in Surrey, British Columbia, the 
Canadian authorities allowed a ‘mock trial’ in 
front of the Consulate General of India (CGI) in 
Vancouver. According to a report carried by the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC), “an 
effigy of Modi, dressed in prison stripes, was 
paraded down the street in a makeshift cage 
before the mock trial began”. Photographs of the 
encaged effigy were carried in the Canadian 
media.This outrageous protest was organised by 
supporters of Nijjar, who was declared a terrorist 
under Indian laws a few years ago; he advocated 
violent secessionism. Once again, Canada 
ignored this while giving permission for the 
outrage against a foreign leader. So did the 
Canadian Parliament. It paid homage to Nijjar on 
his death anniversary. It is one matter for the 
Canadian Government to consider the killing of 
its national by proxies of foreign agents as a 
violation of its sovereignty and quite another for 
its Parliament to honour the memory of one who 
advocated violence. Canada simply does not get 
this basic fact.Canada also does not appreciate 
what its veteran journalist Stephen Maher has 
noted in his recently published book on Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, The Prince: “The dream 
of an independent Khalistan in Punjab, an idea 
long dead in India, lives on in the minds of many 
Canadian Sikhs.” Instead of giving its people a 
reality check, Canada has not discouraged 
violence and separatism among some of its 
misguided people.ndia’s reaction to Canada’s 
recent provocations was subdued. The Ministry 
of External Affairs’ spokesperson said on June 21: 
“We naturally oppose any moves giving political 
space to extremists and those advocating 
violence.” He also reiterated the government’s 
serious concern over Khalistani and anti-Indian 
activities in Canada. The spokesperson should 
have specifically denounced Canada for allowing 
the highly objectionable protest in front of the 
CGI. And, this occurred after Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi shook hands with Trudeau at the 
G7 summit in Italy recently. While Modi merely 
tweeted a photograph of his interaction, Trudeau 
told CBC on June 17: “Now that he is through his 
election, I think that there is an opportunity for us 
to engage, including on some very serious issues 
around national security and keeping Canadians 
safe and the rule of law”. These are obviously 
code words for the Nijjar killing. Trudeau can 
hardly expect that Modi will be willing to 
‘engage’ after what he allowed on Nijjar’s death 
anniversary.Trudeau has subordinated his India 
policy to his politics. Canadian Sikh votes are 
vital for his Liberal Party. Maher notes in The 
Prince: “The Liberals want Sikh votes. The 
Conservatives are after the Hindus.” Besides, 
Trudeau is dependent on Jagmeet Singh’s New 
Democratic Party for a majority in Parliament; his 
own party is in a minority. Thus, more than the 
claim that seeking secession is not against 
Canadian law, it is Trudeau’s political 
compulsions that have consistently led him to 
ignore India’s concerns.

Soon after returning home following the G20 
summit in New Delhi in September last year, 
Trudeau informed the Canadian Parliament that 
the country’s agencies were “actively pursuing 
credible allegations of a potential link between 
agents of the Government of India” and Nijjar’s 
killing. He gave no information or evidence to 
back his claim. Initially, he secured the support of 
the Opposition parties, but later they asked 
Trudeau to back his claim with evidence. On its 
part, India dismissed Trudeau’s assertion as 
‘absurd’. Bilateral relations hit a new low as 
Canada expelled an Indian diplomat and India 
responded in kind. Later, India asked Canada to 
heavily reduce the strength of its diplomatic staff. 
Canada reluctantly complied. An early 
improvement in ties is unlikely, considering 
India’s sharp remarks on the anniversary of the 
Air India’s Kanishka bombing of June 23, 1985.

APPARENTLY undeterred by the turbulence in the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA), sparked by the 
disappearance of China’s then Defence Minister Gen Li 
Shangfu and the ‘removal’ soon thereafter of the 
Commander and Political Commissar of the PLA Rocket 
Force and at least 11 other Generals, Chinese President 
Xi Jinping has effected the largest reorganisation of the 
PLA since 2016. It demonstrated his grip on the PLA. It 
showed that the PLA officers have imbibed lessons from 
their close study of the wars in Ukraine and Gaza. One 
major lesson has been the importance of propaganda and 
the ability to craft and shape popular perceptions. In 
Gaza, for example, Israel found that it lost global popular 
support, which had suddenly and overwhelmingly 
shifted in favour of Palestine. This was one backdrop 
that possibly precipitated the dissolution of the PLA 
Strategic Support Force (SSF) and the establishment of 
the PLA Information Support Force (ISF).

ISF. He simultaneously announced the establishment of 
the PLA Aerospace Support Force and the PLA 
Cyberspace Support Force and the dissolution of the 
PLA SSF. The order of precedence for the new services, 
important for the hierarchy-conscious PLA, was original units. The leadership elements would largely The main functions of the PLA ISF, as presently 
indicated as thus: the PLA Aerospace Support Force, have been left undisturbed. The Commander and discernible, includes communications, including 
PLA Cyberspace Support Force, PLA ISF and the Joint Political Commissar of the Aerospace Force and satellite communications, analysis of battlefield 
Logistics Support Force. Each of these is now an Cyberspace Force could similarly have been left in environment and target data, and maintenance, 
independent entity at the Deputy Theatre Commander- place.Earlier, speaking at the National People’s disruption and monitoring of cyber and communications 
level, reporting directly to the Central Military Congress on March 7, Xi had focussed on the building of channels. Many of the entities integrated into the ISF are 
Commission (CMC). They have single missions and are strategic capabilities in emerging fields, the need to from the SSF.Available information shows that the 
focused on one aspect of warfare, which would be understand developments in emerging fields, and agencies integrated into the PLA ISF include the 
intended to make command and control, as well as their efficient integration of new productive forces and new headquarters of the now-disbanded SSF, the Information 
performance, more effective.Among the reasons for the combat forces.Xi also underscored the importance of and Communication Base, and the Information and 
reorganisation would be that the capital-intensive PLA innovation and deepening reform of the national defence Communication Brigades of the Xinjiang and Tibet 
SSF encompassed a range of varied aspects of modern science and technology industry system. He stressed the Military Districts. Additionally, it encompasses the 
hi-technology warfare capabilities, probably making it importance of “integrating preparation for maritime Target Data Battalion, Battlefield Environment 
difficult for the PLA SSF Commander to pay adequate military warfare, safeguarding of maritime rights and Battalion, Communications Support Battalion, 
attention to the individual specialised forces under his development of the maritime economy”. He Spectrum Control Battalion, and the Intelligence 
command. At a time of rapid advances in technology and simultaneously highlighted the importance of a network Analysis Centre of the Joint Staff Department of the 
battlefield tactics evolving on the battlegrounds in space defence system and enhanced safeguards for CMC. Certain functions and capabilities from the 
Ukraine and West Asia, which the PLA leadership has national network security.The reorganisation has Battlefield Situation and Strategic Early Warning Sub-
been studying and analysing very carefully, this would implications for China’s neighbours. Creation of the ISF Centres of the Joint Operations Command Centre of the 
be an impediment to the PLA becoming a world-class implies increased attention to signals and electronic CMC, as well as the Battlefield Situation Battalion, 
military capable of fighting and winning wars.As the monitoring, interception and disruption capabilities. It Information Service Battalion, and Command 
conflicts in Ukraine and West Asia have also shown, the will probably be responsible for disinformation Operations and Maintenance Battalion of the Theatre 
battle of perception has become very important in campaigns and will enhance its cyber warfare Command Joint Operations Centres, have also been 
present-day warfare to win popular support and capabilities. The ISF will be under pressure to show integrated. Furthermore, some forces from the 35th Base 
influence outcomes. Information warfare and shaping results, and cyberattacks and disinformation campaigns and the Satellite Communications Centre of the former 
scenarios has been noticeably prominent and successful against targets — Indian, South Asian, South East Asian, SSF, along with the Battlefield Environment Research 
in both these conflict zones. Reorganisation of the SSF etc. — can be expected to increase. The Dalai Lama’s Institute and the Network Information Research Institute 
will ensure focused attention and better utilisation of establishment would equally be a target. An important of the Systems Engineering Research Academy of the 
funds for each force. Since all forces are specialised, area of focus for the new force will be the maritime Academy of Military Sciences, are now part of the 
they will establish separate training establishments so domain and particularly the Taiwan Strait and South ISF.Most personnel of these formations and units would 
that professionally competent personnel are available. China Sea.have been retained and moved to the ISF with their 

As the conflicts in Ukraine and West Asia have shown, the battle of perception has become very important in present-day warfare to win popular support.

Opposition banks on him to corner govt

Editorial

China has surged ahead of not just India but also the US and Europe on important parameters like the publication of scientific papers.

India losing ground on global research front

New Delhi, Saturday, 29 June 2024 THE SIKH TIMES
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T20 World Cup 2024: Harbhajan 

Singh slammed Michael 

Vaughan over his claims 

regarding Guyana pitch 

favouring India. The former 

India cricketer asked Vaughan 

to talk logically and accept 

England's defeat over India.

NEWS BOX

New Delhi. Unbeaten India are back in a men's performance by Axar Patel with three early run presents Rohit an opportunity to finally 
wickets ensured India's comprehensive redeem himself after losing two ICC finals T20 World Cup final after a 68-run mauling 
victory over England by 68 runs.Rohit-led albeit in different formats. When asked of defending champions England in a lop-
India also achieved a remarkable hat-trick, about the title drought, Rohit has vowed to sided semi-final in Guyana. India's pursuit 
reaching the final of all three major ICC bring the trophy home, expressing of an ICC title appears on track after Rohit 
tournaments in one year: the World Test confidence in his team's ability to deliver a Sharma and his men bowled England out for 
Championship, the ODI World Cup, and the strong performance in the upcoming final. 103 after first posting 171 for 7 in 
T20 World Cup. With this achievement, "It is a very satisfying win. Everybody Providence, Guyana. The mismatch from 
Rohit Sharma also tags along with former worked incredibly hard, and we adapted Adelaide 2022 was turned on its head and 
New Zealand skipper Kane Williamson in well to the conditions, which has been our the title clash against a formidable South 
the elite club of captains, who have led their recipe for success. When you play according African team presents an opportunity for 
national cricket teams to ICC Finals across to the conditions, everything falls into place. 

India to break their ICC trophy drought.
all formats—Tests, ODIs, and T20Is. Initially, we aimed for 140-150 runs, but as 

India faced a daunting challenge batting first partnerships developed, we pushed for 20-CAN ROHIT ACHIEVE REDEMPTION?
in the semifinals, having previously lost all 30 runs more. Our bowlers were The Indian fans had to suffer twin heartbreaks five ICC tournament encounters under exceptional, executing their plans at the hands of Australia, first in the WTC similar circumstances since 2021. However, effectively, particularly our spinners who final in England and then the 2023 World crucial contributions from Rohit Sharma capitalized on the conditions by targeting the Cup final at home. But now, the unbeaten (57), Suryakumar Yadav (47), and a stellar stumps."

calls there. But, yes, I think the benefit of 
hindsight and reflecting, I would have got 
Moeen [Ali] in the game of course. So, yes, 
bits and pieces here and there,” Buttler said 
in the post-match press conference.Lots of 
challenges and adversity'

Buttler said that he was proud of England 
making their way through to the semis. In 
the Group stage, England were in danger of 
getting knocked out, but they showed grit to 
advance in the tournament. The captain 
praised his team for showing a lot of 
character  through “adversi ty and 
challenges”.“Yes, I think reaching a semi-
final of a World Cup is an achievement. We 
wanted to obviously go all the way. That 
was what we came here for. We faced lots of 
challenges and adversity throughout the but India put up a formidable score of 171 New Delhi.  Skipper Jos Buttler said that 
whole tournament and we've stuck together for 7.Thereafter, the Brits could only England did not have luck going in their 
well and played well enough to get to this manage to score 103 in 16.4 overs and lost favour while bowling in the powerplay 
stage. But unfortunately, at this stage, we've the match by 68 runs. Buttler also said that during the T20 World Cup semi-final 
fallen short,” Buttler added.England could have used Moeen Ali early against India. Buttler suggested that had 

After their exit from the T20 World Cup, in the match when the pitch showed signs of some ‘close calls’ gone in favour of the 
England will lock horns with the West indifferent bounce.Three Lions, it could have been a different 
Indies in a 3-match Test series, starting July story altogether. After opting to bowl first at “A little bit of both. I thought they played well 
10 at the iconic Lord’s Cricket Ground in the Providence Stadium in Guyana, as well. I thought we bowled a little bit 
London.England's bowlers bowled their hearts out, without luck in the power play, a few close 

England bowled without luck: Jos Buttler 
reflects on defeat to India in semi-final

New Delhi.  Former Pakistan pacer Shoaib 
Akhtar backed Rohit Sharma to win the T20 
World Cup 2024 title. On Thursday, Rohit’s 
India upped their game and booked their berth 
in the final of the mega event in the West 
Indies and the United States. The Men in Blue 
defeated Jos Buttler’s England by 68 runs at 
the Providence Stadium in Guyana to advance 
to their third final after 2007 and 2014.Akhtar 
said after missing out on winning the World 
Test Championship and the ODI World Cup 
last year, Rohit deserves to win the T20 World 
Cup. The Rawalpindi Express praised Rohit 
for his mindset of putting his best foot forward 
and wanting to win. He also hailed Rohit as a 
‘selfless’ skipper for putting the interests of 
his team ahead instead of personal goals.

“I was always in favour of India winning the 
tournament. I was hurt last year when India 

could not win the World Cup as they should 
not have lost it because they deserved to win,” 
Akhtar said on his official YouTube channel.

Rohit Sharma has repeatedly said he wants to 
make an impact and win the trophy and so, 
deserves to win the cup. He is a big player, and 
it should end on a big note. He is a selfless 
captain, plays for the team and is a complete 
batter,” Akhtar added.

T20 World Cup Coverage | Points Table | T20 
World Cup 2024 Schedule | Player Stats

Apart from being a successful skipper, Rohit 
has also been India’s standout batter in the 
tournament. In 7 games, he has scored 248 
runs at an average of 41.33 and a strike-rate of 
155.97 with 3 half-centuries and a top score of 
92 against Australia to his name.

Rohit will be looking to carry his form when 
India face South Africa in the final on 
Saturday at the Kensington Oval in 
Bridgetown, Barbados.

NEW DELHI. 

He continued taking indirect digs at the Indian 
team and tweeted, "India throughly deserve 
to be in the final... The best team in 
tournament so far... Was always going to 
hard for England on this pitch... India just so 
much better on lower slower spinning 
pitches ..A user on 'X' was unhappy with 
Vaughan's comments and tweeted that "Now 
you won't cry about the ICC giving semis to 
India in Guyana." However, Vaughan 
remained firm on his stance and mentioned 
that England would have won the semi-final 
had they played at the Brian Lara Stadium in 
Trinidad and that Guyana was a "lovely 
venue pick for India."Former India cricketer 

Harbhajan throws fire-ball at VaughanHarbhajan Singh has slammed Michael 
The Providence Stadium is known to be a slow Vaughan for his constant remarks regarding 

track and despite winning the toss, England pitch bias towards India. India thrashed 
captain Jos Buttler opted to bowl first. England in a one-sided affair by 68 runs at 
Meanwhile, Indian captain Rohit Sharma the Providence Stadium in Guyana on June 
had mentioned at the toss that they wanted to 27, Thursday. The men in blue stormed into 

and asked Vaughan to talk logic and not should have been the Guyana one... but bat first only. Despite the multiple rain the final of the T20 World Cup 2024 as they 
nonsense. In a fiery remark, he asked because the whole event is geared towards delays, there was nothing on offer for the had a perfect payback against England. 
Vaughan to accept that England were India it's so unfair on others." This remark spinners and slowly it became clear that the Vaughan took to 'X' to yet again call out the 
outplayed by India and move on.Vaughan came after Afghanistan suffered a 9-wicket pitch was suiting the spinners. The Indian venue bias for India after they beat England. 
made headlines for claiming that the ICC has l o s s  a g a i n s t  S o u t h  A f r i c a  i n  spinners gave England a run for their money He claimed that the Guyana pitch was the 
a bias towards the Indian team and wrote Trinidad.Vaughan's complaint regarding as they exploited the conditions really well most suitable for the Indian team. Harbhajan 
after semi-final 1 that "Surely this Semi India bias and helped India win the match.gave a befitting reply by retweeting his post 

New Delhi.    

That was the plan. The wicket was 
stopping and keeping low, so tried to 
bowl in the right areas. The wicket was 
slow, so I tried to bowl slower in this 
match, it worked for me. Wouldn't have 
worked had I bowled quicker, would 
have been easier for their batters," Axar 
Patel said in the post match presentation 
ceremony.

"Our batters told us that the wicket wasn't 
easy, so 160 was a good total according to 
us. That partnership (between Rohit and 
SKY) was magnificent, they scored the 
occasional boundaries and rotated the 
strike. Not thinking about Barbados at 

India all-rounder Axar Patel was the moment, will celebrate this player of 
the star of the show on Thursday, 27 June, as the match award first," Axar concluded.If 
India decimated England in the semi-final of India are to win the T20 World Cup 2024, 
the T20 World Cup 2024. India exacted Axar Patel has to fire, just like he did in 
revenge on the English side with a stunning the semi-final of the tournament. 
68-run win over the defending champions. It Bowling in the powerplay and the ability 
was England who had knocked India out in a to float throughout the batting order, 
show of domination back in the semi-final of Axar Patel has acted like a crisis man for prowess with the new ball and his range- Axar, Buttler top-edged the ball into the the ICC tournament. On Thursday, India Rohit Sharma in this tournament. Whenever hitting capabilities.However, after he did not hands of Rishabh Pant, which turned out to paid that back with some interest as the India have been put in trouble - be it the top-bowl in the powerplay in the first two be a massive psychological boost for the bowlers ran riot against the famed England order collapse against Pakistan, or today in a matches of the tournament, many questioned Indian team. Axar then picked up the wickets l ine-up at Providence Stadium in high pressure situation against England, the rationale behind him playing in the XI. of Moeen Ali and Jonny Bairstow to break Guyana.Axar Patel, the third-choice spinner Axar has not only taken the job, but has also Axar was handed the new ball today and he the back of the England batting line-up.in the side behind Ravindra Jadeja and tried his best to level the game. On Thursday, showed his cricketing intelligence to eke out Speaking at the post-match presentation Kuldeep Yadav, showed his worth in the what India saw from Axar would give the three wickets on the track. Against a strong ceremony, Axar said that he knew that he slow and low pitch in Guyana, bowling a team a lot of confidence, not only for the opening partnership of Phil Salt and Jos needed to bring the pitch into play get sensational 3-wicket spell. Coming into the final on Saturday, but also in the near future Buttler, Axar used the angles in his crease to wickets."I have bowled in the powerplay in tournament, many believed that Axar was as the Indian team transitions into a new era.get the wicket of Jos Buttler.Trying to sweep the past, so I had to bowl in the powerplay. the best all-rounder that India had, due to his 

'Talk logic, not nonsense': Harbhajan Singh 
slams Michael Vaughan over Guyana pitch claim

Guyana pitch his best friend, Axar Patel slows 
things down to decimate hapless England

T20 World Cup: Captain Rohit Sharma scales 
new peak, gifts himself redemption chance

GEORGETOWN. The wait kept getting 
longer. The world's eyes were on the weather 
radar and as the clouds seemed to keep 
moving away, the smiles were back on the 
faces of the fans who have been trooping into 
Guyana from across the United States and 
other parts of the world. The toss got 
delayed, the super-soppers were on, but 
nothing mattered more than the hot sun that 
was burning in full glory after morning 
showers.

But as the teams got on to the field and started 
to prepare themselves for a long day, quite a 
few questions about how the tournament has 
been scheduled surfaced.

To start with, there is no reserve day between 
games in the knock-out stage, which is 
beyond belief for anybody who is associated 
with cricket in this part of the world. To 
compensate for that, the rule of the 
tournament was amended at the 11th hour, 
with two days to go for the match, allowing 
four hours of extra time.

Pakistan, who had been knocked out in 
Lauderdale because their game could not be 
started despite a hot sun blazing through the 
day, are justified to ask a few questions after 
rules got amended before the semis.

While that's one issue, the fact that India knew 
way before the World Cup started that their 
semifinal would be played in Guyana has 
also come up for discussion. India captain 
Rohit Sharma tried to shut it down saying 
that "it's the same for all teams" and that 
"England have enough experience of playing 
in these conditions", the theory that India got 
a bit of unfair advantage cannot be disputed.

Former England captain Michael Vaughan 
didn't mince his words when he said that the 
T20 World Cup is "purely set up for India" 
and ICC should have been a bit more "fairer" 
to other countries because this is not a 
bilateral event."Well, it's their tournament 
isn't it? Literally it's that. You know that. 
They get to play whenever they want, they 
know where their semifinal is, they play 
every single game in the morning so people 
can watch them at night, obviously in India 
on TV," Vaughan said during a podcast with 
Australian great Adam Gilchrist on the 
YouTube channel Club Prairie Fire.

Scheduling of  T20 World Cup 
under scanner

New Delhi.  RCB poked fun at England fast 
bowler Jofra Archer after India made their 
way through to the final of the T20 World 
Cup 2024. On Thursday, June 27, India beat 
the Three Lions by 68 runs in the semi-final 
at the Providence Stadium in Guyana. With 
the win, India also qualified for their third 
final in the history of the mega event after the 
ones in 2007 and 2014. When the Men in 
Blue were closing in on victory, RCB took it 
as a chance to troll Archer.

IND v ENG, T20 World Cup Semifinal: 
Highlights

The IPL team dug out an old tweet from the 
English speedster from March 2013 that 
read, “Run Out”. England suffered 2 run outs 
of Liam Livingstone and Adil Rashid in the 
semis. Referring to the same, RCB replied to 
Archer and wrote, “Run Outs”.Archer had a 
decent day with the ball after he got the 
wicket of Suryakumar Yadav to finish with 
figures of 4-0-33-1. Thereafter, he scored 21 
off 15 balls with 1 four and 2 sixes, but his 
effort went in vain. Chasing 172, England 
were bowled out for 103 in 16.4 overs.After 
the game, Rohit said that the victory over 
England was ‘satisfying’. The Indian skipper 
said that his team has adapted well to the 
playing conditions in the West Indies and the 
USA.“Very satisfying to win. Worked very 
hard as a unit and it was a great effort from all. 
We adapted really well, conditions were 
challenging. That's been the success story for 
us so far. If bowlers and batters adapt, things 
fall in place,” Rohit said in the post-match 
presentation ceremony.India’s final against 
South Africa is on Saturday, June 29 at the 
Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados. 
Both teams are unbeaten until now in the 
tournament Rohit Sharma deserves to win 

T20 WC: Shoaib Akhtar praises 
'selfless' India skipper

ZT20 World Cup 2024: India decimated 
England in the semi-final of  the T20 
World Cup 2024. Axar Patel was key to 
India's success as the spinner ran 
circles around the England batters, 
helping India beat the opposition by a 
massive margin of  68 runs.

IND vs ENG: RCB poke fun at Jofra 
Archer on old tweet after India seal 
T20 WC final berth

Well-played boys, goodnight in-
laws: Yuvraj Singh's cheeky 
tweet after IND's win vs ENG
New Delhi.  Former India cricketer and 

ambassador of the T20 World Cup 2024 
Yuvraj Singh put up a cheeky tweet on 'X' 
after India's win in the semi-final match over 
England. The 2007 T20 World Cup winner 
Yuvraj took to 'X' to congratulate the Indian 
team and took a sly dig at England as he said 
"goodnight in-laws". Yuvraj is married to 
Hazel Keech, who is an actress and model 
who was born and brought up in Britain and 
hence, Yuvraj has connections with England. 
However, Yuvraj was elated with India's win 
as they knocked England out to storm into 
the final of the T20 World Cup 2024.

India managed to avenge the loss of the T20 
World Cup 2022 semi-final as they beat 
England by 68 runs at the Providence 
Stadium in Guyana on June 27, Thursday. It 
was payback time and the Indian team 
delivered and how? It was a one-sided affair 
in the semi-final as India put up a dominating 
show with the bat as well as the ball.

Yuvraj Singh's tweet
After putting to bat first, India's batting stepped 

up as a unit as they scored 171 runs on the 
board. The batting was led by Indian captain 
Rohit Sharma, who scored 57 runs from 39 
balls and Suryakumar Yadav steadied the 
ship with a 47-run knock. Hardik Pandya, 
Ravindra Jadeja alongside Axar Patel 
provided India with a strong finish.England's 
batting succumbed to the Indian spinners as 
Axar Patel and Kuldeep Yadav picked three 
wickets each to bundle England out for 103 
runs.Rohit found the semi-final win to be 
really pleasing and mentioned that the Indian 
team really put in a lot of hard work.
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