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AAP Minister Atishi begins indefinite hunger
strike for more water from Haryana

Simmi Kaur Babbar
New Delhi, June 21: Delhi Water

Minister Atishi on Friday began her
indefinite hunger strike in south Delhi’s
Bhogal to press on her demand for more
water from Haryana. Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s wife Sunita Kejriwal,
along with AAP MP Sanjay Singh and
Delhi Minister Saurabh Bharadwaj, were
present as Atishi began her fast. Sunita
Kejriwal read out a message from the
chief minister, who is currently lodged in
Tihar jail, in which he expressed hope
that Atishi’s ‘tapasya’ would be success-
ful. The chief minister said he was
immensely pained by seeing on TV the
plight of the people facing water shortage
amid the ongoing intense heatwave, he
said. “It’s our culture to provide water to
the thirsty. Delhi gets water from neigh-
bouring states. We hoped support of
neighbouring states in such intense heat.
But, Haryana reduced Delhi’s water
share. “Although there are governments
of different parties in the two states but is
this time for politics over water,” he said,

referring to the BJP that is in power in
Haryana. Earlier, Atishi, accompanied by
Sunita Kejriwal, Singh,
Bharadwaj and other lead-
ers paid tributes to
Mahatma Gandhi at
Rajghat before heading to
Bhogal. There is such
intense heat in Delhi and
the water requirements of
the people have increased.
In such times, the people
need more water, but there
is a shortage. All the water
in Delhi comes from its
neighbouring states, Atishi
said as she began her indef-
inite fast. She said her
appeal to the Haryana gov-
ernment and a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for help did not yield any result and
Delhi was not getting adequate water. “I
am left with no choice now but to start an
indefinite hunger strike as I am unable to
watch the plight of the men, women and
children of Delhi. This indefinite Jal

Satyagrah will continue till Delhi people
get water from Haryana,” she said. Delhi

gets 1005 MGD water which is supplied
to people in the city. For the last two
weeks, Haryana is giving 513 MGD
instead of 613 MGD water to Delhi. More
than 28 lakh people face shortage when
Haryana stops 100 MGD of water, she

said. Haryana has further reduced the
release of Delhi’s share from 100 MGD to

120 MGD in the last two days,
she claimed. In the morning,
the minister said she would
begin her indefinite hunger
strike in Bhogal as, despite all
efforts, the Haryana govern-
ment was not releasing the
full share of Delhi’s water. “I
will start ‘Pani Satyagraha’
from today... I will start an
indefinite fast at Bhogal,
Jangpura from 12 o’clock until
the people of Delhi get their
rightful share of water from
Haryana,” she said on X earli-
er in the day,” she said on X.
The minister has claimed that
Haryana for the last two
weeks was releasing 100 mil-

lion gallons per day less water to Delhi
against its share of 613 MGD, as a result,
28 lakh people in Delhi were affected.
Delhi is facing an unprecedented heat-
wave as a result the water demand has
increased.

In India and across globe, people perform
‘asanas’ to mark Yoga Day: PM Modi

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, June 21:Millions across

India and the globe stretched, twisted and
breathed in and out on the International
Day of Yoga on Friday, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi leading the cele-
brations in the country from Kashmir.
While the main event was held at the Sher-
i-Kashmir International Convention
Centre (SKICC) on the picturesque banks
of the Dal Lake in Srinagar, people marked
the day by performing 'asanas' in yoga ses-
sions organised across the length and
breadth of the country, with one also being
held at sea on the aircraft carrier INS
Vikramaditya.     The world is looking at
yoga as a powerful agent of global good,
Prime Minister Modi said and described it
as not just knowledge but also a science.
"When people talk about yoga, most of
them think it is a spiritual journey as if it is
to find Allah, Ishwar or God...Leave aside
the spiritual journey which can happen
any time later. For now, you can focus on

personal development and yoga is part of
that," he said while addressing a gathering
at the SKICC on the 10th
International Yoga Day. The
prime minister's event was
scheduled to be held in the
open but early morning rain
forced the event indoors.
Unmindful of the rain, scores of
students were amongst those
who joined Modi in performing
various 'asanas' on the occasion.
They also requested him for
selfies and he happily obliged.
In Delhi, President Droupadi
Murmu along with officials of
the President's Secretariat per-
formed yoga at the Rashtrapati Bhavan.
"Yoga is a way to physical, mental and spir-
itual well-being. Let us resolve to adopt
yoga as an integral part of our day-to-day
living," the President said in a post on X
and shared pictures of her doing yoga.
This time the theme for the International
Day of Yoga -- celebrated to raise aware-

ness about yoga's physical, mental and
spiritual benefits -- was ‘Yoga for Self and

Society’. While in Rameswaram in Tamil
Nadu, a group of people performed 'Jal
Yoga' in the water, personnel from the
armed and paramilitary forces did 'asanas'
in the snow-capped mountains of Siachen
and in the sand dunes of the Thar Desert
in Rajasthan. The day was observed in all
states with chief ministers, ministers and

governors participating in programmes.
Union ministers, including Amit Shah, S

Jaishankar and Rajnath Singh,
were also part of yoga sessions
organised in different cities or
by their ministries. In ethnic vio-
lence-hit Manipur, Chief
Minister N Biren Singh at an
event asserted that his govern-
ment would lay the path for bet-
terment of society. Speaking at
the state-level Yoga Day func-
tion in Imphal, Singh said the
current situation in Manipur is a
turning point for indigenous
people and their future and if
things are tackled wisely, a safe

and secure future is guaranteed.
Recognising its universal appeal, in
December 2014, the UN proclaimed June
21 as the International Day of Yoga. The
draft UN General Assembly resolution
establishing the International Day of Yoga
was proposed by India and endorsed by a
record 175 member states.

Election Commission to update voters’ list in Jammu
and Kashmir, Haryana, Jharkhand, Maharashtra
Navdeep Singh Sahni

New Delhi, June 21: The Election
Commission on Friday said it has initiat-
ed preparations for forthcoming assem-
bly elections in Haryana, Maharashtra
and Jharkhand with updation
of electoral rolls in these states
along with that in Jammu and
Kashmir. July 1, 2024, will be
the qualifying date for roll
updation. For the just-held Lok
Sabha polls, the voters’ list was
updated with January 1 as the
qualifying date. Qualifying date
helps establish number of vot-
ers on a given date in a state or
in the country. The term of the
existing legislative assemblies
in the three states are going to
end on November 3,
November 26 and January 5,
2025, respectively and elections to these
legislative assemblies are required to be
conducted before the completion of their
terms. Besides, assembly elections in

Jammu and Kashmir are also to be con-
ducted for constituting a new house after
delimitation of constituencies, the EC
noted. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had said on Thursday that assembly elec-
tions would be held soon in Jammu and

Kashmir and plans are underway to
restore statehood to the union territory
in the near future. In his first visit to the
valley after becoming the prime minister
for the third consecutive term, Modi

emphasised the importance of enabling
the people of Jammu and Kashmir to
elect their representatives for the assem-
bly. “Witnessing the huge participation of
the people of Jammu and Kashmir in the
recently concluded Lok Sabha elections,

the Commission has also direct-
ed for the updation of electoral
rolls in the UT with July 1, 2024
as the qualifying date,” the poll
authority said. In an indication
that assembly polls in Jammu
and Kashmir are imminent, the
Election Commission had on
June 7 said it has decided to
accept applications seeking allot-
ment of ‘common symbols’ from
registered unrecognised parties
in the Union Territory with
immediate effect. An official had
explained that under Para 10 B

of the Election Symbols (Reservation &
Allotment) Order, 1968, any registered
unrecognised political party can apply for
a ‘common symbol’ six months prior to
the end of the term of a House. 

Jammu and Kashmir Administration empowering youth
with skills for Viksit Bharat: LG Manoj Sinha

Tejinder Kaur Babbar
Chandigarh, June 21: The Jammu

and Kashmir Administration is
empowering the youth of the
UT with skills for Viksit
Bharat, Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha said while speaking at
the ‘Empowering Youth,
Transforming J&K’ pro-
gramme in Srinagar
addressed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his
first visit to the Valley after
becoming the Prime Minister
for the third time. Addressing
the gathering, Lt Governor
Sinha said, “Under the guid-
ance of the Prime Minister,
the J&K Administration is
empowering youth with skills for
Viksit Bharat." "Today higher educa-
tional institutions and government
agencies are providing them with

necessary resources, opportunities
and support to realise their full
potential and contribute to nation-
building,” LG Sinha said. “Grateful to

Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
gracing the inaugural ceremony of
‘Empowering Youth, Transforming
J&K’ and dedicating a host of proj-
ects in critical sectors like water,

roadways, health and agriculture,”
he said. The LG said that in pursuit
of building a bright and empowered
future for the young generation, the

J&K Administration had
undertaken a series of ambi-
tious initiatives focused on
skill development, innovation,
research and providing them
all the necessary support to
build start-ups. “In the past 4
years, multifaceted strategies
have led to notable advance-
ments in youth entrepreneur-
ship. More than 40,000 youth
have been employed in the
government service over the
past 4 years,” LG Sinha said.
“We are working with dedica-

tion to unlock the potential of our
youth so that they can contribute
towards inclusive growth and pros-
perity of Jammu and Kashmir,” the
LG said.

India criticises Canadian parliament
observing ‘one-minute silence’ in

memory of Hardeep Nijjar
New Delhi, June 21: India on Friday was critical of

the Canadian parliament observing "one-minute
silence" in the memory of Khalistan extremist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, who was gunned down in Surrey, British
Columbia, in June last year. "We naturally oppose any
moves giving political space to extremism and advoca-
cy of violence," External Affairs Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said. In an unusual move, the Canadian
parliament observed "one-minute silence" two days ago

in memory of Nijjar.
The relations between
the two countries
came under severe
strain following
Trudeau's allegations
in September last year
of a "potential"
involvement of Indian
agents in Nijjar's
killing. New Delhi
rejected Trudeau’s

charges as "absurd". India has been maintaining that
the main issue between the two countries is that of
Canada giving space to pro-Khalistan elements operat-
ing from Canadian soil with impunity. Foreign
Secretary Vinay Kwatra last week said India's main
issue with Canada continues to be the political space
that Ottawa provides to anti-India elements which advo-
cate extremism and violence. India has repeatedly con-
veyed its "deep concerns" to Canada and New Delhi
expects Ottawa to take strong action against those ele-
ments, he said. Nijjar, who was declared a terrorist by
India, was shot dead outside a gurdwara in British
Columbia on June 18 last year. The murder is being
probed by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 
YSRCP leader Mudragada Padmanabham
changes name after failing to defeat Pawan

Kalyan in Assembly poll
Amaravati, June 21: Senior YSRCP leader Mudragada

Padmanabham has officially changed his name to
‘Padmanabha Reddy’, fulfilling his pledge made during
the election campaign, after he failed to ensure the defeat
of Janasena chief Pawan Kalyan in the recently concluded
Assembly polls. The septuagenarian changed his name
following the victory of Kalyan in Pithapuram Assembly
constituency. In the run-up to the polls, the YSRCP leader
had challenged that he would defeat Kalyan.  “Nobody
forced me to change my name. I have changed it on my
own volition,” Reddy said. However, he complained that
the Janasena chief’s fans and followers were allegedly
abusing him. “The youth who love you (Kalyan) are
incessantly dropping expletive messages. In my view this
is not right. Rather than abusing, do one thing…eliminate
us (all family members),” said Reddy. Reddy, a prominent
Kapu community leader and former minister has cam-
paigned for Kapu reservation.

Sanjay Kumar
Amritsar, June 21: After

the controversy around the
conduct of NEET (UG) exam
this year, the cancellation of
the UGC-NET examination
on June 20 by the National
Testing Agency (NTA) has
sent a wave of disappointment
among the candidates, who
sat for the test. The Education
Ministry said that the exami-
nation was cancelled as the
NTA had found errors of a
technical nature and said that
the integrity of the exam may
have been compromised. The
exam was conducted just a
day before its cancellation on
June 19. After the widespread
criticism over the conduct of
NEET, doubts have been
raised over the way NTA
chose to conduct the UGC-
NET exam. “Post Covid, the
UGC-NET was conducted in
online mode, and there was
never a question raised. Why

did the NTA decide to con-
duct the exam in offline mode
this year and immediately
found errors or doubts of
cheating? Also, the entire
effort from the side of stu-
dents and NTA has now gone
waste since the exam was
compromised,” said Vriti
Madaan, who gave the UGC-
NET exam for the second
time this year. Vriti said that
she had high hopes this year
as she had done well in the
exam. “So much hard work
and efforts go into preparing
for the exam, so these inci-
dents create a negative
impact on students,” she said.
Vriti Madaan also said that
now her PhD will be stuck for
another few years. “Since the
UGC has now made it manda-
tory to clear the UGC-NET
for lectureship or PhD, the
cancellation will further delay
the completion of PhD and
another academic year will go
waste.” 

No evidence against opposition
leaders held by central agencies in

Jharkhand and Delhi
Mumbai, June 21: Shiv Sena (UBT) leader

Sanjay Raut, on Friday, claimed that there was
no evidence against opposition leaders arrest-
ed by the central agencies in Maharashtra,
Delhi and Jharkhand, a remark coming a day
after Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
was granted bail by a court. Talking to
reporters here, Raut drew parallel to his own
arrest by the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
for alleged money laundering and that of
other opposition leaders like Kejriwal, former
Jharkhand chief minister Hemant Soren, for-
mer Maharashtra ministers Anil Deshmukh
and Nawab Malik in different cases. “There is
no evidence against (opposition) leaders in
Maharashtra, Delhi and Jharkhand who were
arrested by the central agencies,” Raut said.
The arrests in the alleged ‘khichdi’ and
COVID-19 scams in the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation were also made due to
political reasons, the Sena (UBT) MP
claimed. He also alleged that Kejriwal’s only
crime was that his party defeated the BJP in
2015 and 2020 Delhi assembly polls. “This is
why he was implicated in false cases,” he said.
Kejriwal was granted bail in a money launder-
ing case stemming from the alleged excise
policy scam on Thursday. 

Left organisations, farmers
want UAPA charges against

Roy revoked
Amritsar, June 21: The members of Left organisations

along with farmers staged a protest against the BJP-led
NDA government at the Centre demanding withdrawal of
UAPA charges against writer and activist Arundhati Roy
and former professor Dr Sheikh Showkat Hussain. The
protesters said that the Central government was trying to
muzzle voices of dissent and that the cases against the two
activists were politically motivated. Rattan Singh
Randhawa, a farmer leader, said that the case against both
the activists has been framed in connection with a seminar
which was held 14 years ago. He added that Arundhati
Roy has been charged for making a ‘separatist’ speech in
the seminar. “It is interesting to note that in the last 14
years, nothing has happened for which the speech given
by Roy could be held responsible,” he added. Balkar
Singh Dudala, another farmer leader, stated that earlier
the BJP government had sent 16 intellectuals to jail on
false charges in the Bhima-Koregaon case. The govern-
ment is using draconian laws to silence all those who
speak against it, he added. Dudala said student activists
like Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam and others also have
been behind the bars for many years. Dr Satnam Singh
Ajnala said that Prof GN Saibaba was recently acquitted by
the judiciary after he spent 10 years in jail under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. 

After NEET controversy,
cancellation of UGC-NET
exam disappoints pupils

New Delhi, June 21: India
ranks third in the growth rate of
women researchers, according to
a report from scientific informa-
tion disseminator Elsevier, which
also underlined that gender equali-
ty in the domain remains “unac-
ceptably far away” globally. At two
per cent, India's yearly growth rate
of women's share of active
researchers over the last decade
was the third highest, behind
Egypt and the Netherlands only,
the report titled 'Progress
Towards Gender Equality in
Research and Innovation - 2024
Review' said. Analysing inclusion
and diversity across disciplines
and geographies over 20 years, the
report found that in India, women
now make up 33 per cent of active
researchers, compared to 22 per
cent in Japan and 30 per cent in
Egypt. India is now the world's
third largest research producing
country, it said. "India's rapid
growth in women researchers
highlights the ongoing gender
equity efforts are truly encourag-
ing," said Prof Sandeep Sancheti,

Vice President of Research
Relations and Academic Affairs at
Elsevier India. "While we have
made significant headway in creat-
ing a more inclusive academic
environment, challenges still
remain," said Sancheti. Gender
parity (40-60 per cent representa-
tion is defined as parity zone in the
study) among researchers in
health sciences was achieved in
2022, with women representing 41
per cent of all active researchers in
India, according to the report. In
life sciences, gender parity was
achieved in 2021. As of 2022,
women researchers in life sciences
represented 43 per cent of the
active ones, it said. The authors
found that as of 2022, globally
women researchers represented
41 per cent of those active, with a
strong representation in health sci-
ences. They added that while
women have made gains in the last
two decades, the progress has not
been uniform across fields. For
example, in physical sciences
women made up only 33 per cent
of the active researchers. 

India 3rd in growth of women researchers
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Gurgaon. Dust storms, thunderstorms, week with the ains,” an IMD official urbanisation, leading to the loss of 
and a cloudy night brought down the said.According to experts, the green space. Concrete buildings and 
maximum temperature to 39.8 degrees monsoon has been stagnant at the pavements are known to be heat 
Celsius on Thursday, giving the city a boundary of West Bengal and Assam absorbing, limiting cooling and 
brief respite from the heatwave. This since May 31. “Since no western creating urban heat islands and warmer 
was the first time in 39 days that the disturbance was seen in north India nights. This, in turn, decreases the 
day temperature was less than 40 during the past 20 days, hot weather diurnal temperature range — the 
degrees Celsius. Before this, it was conditions are continuing. Delhi-NCR difference between daytime and night-
39.7 degrees on May 12.The minimum is warmer because of very large time temperatures,” said Dr Anushiya 
temperature too dropped by 6.7 concrete zones, where added heat is J, a research scientist at the Centre for 
notches on Thursday. At 28.1 degrees released from air conditioners, Study of Science, Technology and 
Celsius, it was 3.1 notches below compared to surrounding rural areas Policy.The minimum temperature in 
normal, compared to Wednesday’s which are greener and relatively Delhi dipped to 29.6 degrees Celsius, 
34.8 degrees.The city is expected to cooler,” Dr K J Ramesh, former IMD two notches above normal in contrast 
witness high temperatures again in a director general of meteorology, told with 35.2 degrees on Wednesday. Base 
day or two, according to the India TOI.“Concrete surfaces release heat station Safdarjung recorded a 
Meteorological Department (IMD). from their surfaces at night, while ACs maximum of 40 degrees Celsius, 

continue to warm the outdoors the against 43.6 a day earlier.Strong winds On Wednesday, the city had recorded a 
whole day. Such a scenario makes w i t h  n o r t h e r l y  a n d  e a s t e r l y  ‘very warm night’ for the first time this 
night temperatures warmer and the components swept the region thereby season as the minimum temperature 
difference between maximum and cooling down the city from Wednesday was 7.6 notches above normal for this 
minimum temperatures becomes less,” night onwards.“The temperatures time of the year.“The city is likely to 
Ramesh added.According to experts, started falling from Wednesday witness cloudy skies for the next six 
the compounding effect of global and evening under the impact of a western days. On Friday, one or two spells of 
local factors could be the reason disturbance and easterly and northerly rain or thundershowers are likely, but 
behind Delhi’s sustained heatwave. winds. There are chances of very light mercury will go up after that. The 
“The 2023–24 El Niño, which rain and thundershowers on Friday as maximum temperature will be around 
increased temperatures across the well. The heatwave is likely to return 43 to 44 degrees Celsius, while the 
globe, ended recently. Further, the on June 23,” an IMD official said.The minimum will be in the range of 30 to 
transition to cooler temperatures due to maximum and minimum temperatures 31 degrees. Delhi-NCR usually sees 
La Niña is likely to occur only by July- in the capital on Friday may hover monsoon by June 27. We expect the 
Sept. Adding to these are certain local around 40 and 29 degrees Celsius, region to get respite from the heat next 
factors such as Delhi’s rapid respectively.

NEWS BOX

2 trucks collide, driver (20) who dozed off dies

Storms bring max temp below 
40°C for the first time in 39 days

existence, more than 3,000 recovery certification, showcasing their dual role people worldwide receive a cancer Gurgaon. By next month, the Haryana real 
certificates are pending for execution. as creators and performers.111034545 diagnosis. Modern lifestyle disorders, estate regulatory authority (HRera) will 

mental health problems, smoking, have a team of seven members that will Recovery certificate is the amount that is to How Yoga enhances cancer treatment and 
drinking, and other factors significantly work exclusively to recover dues such as be paid by developers for delayed recoveryEach year, more than 18 million 
contribute to the rise in cancer cases.charges for delayed possession from possession of property.Kumar said the 

developers.Pending dues by developers regulator will try to improve its past 
amount to Rs 750 crore in the city. record in collecting pending dues, though 

it could still take time as the team was Officials said on Thursday that the authority 
being constituted.“If needed, the has invited applications to hire 
authority will also tie up with the police specialised staff for the first time. The 
department and create a lock-up facility team will be headed by a revenue officer.
and vehicle for execution of the pending “We have already invited applications for 
recovery certificates,” he said on t h e  p o s t  o f  d i s t r i c t  r e v e n u e  
Thursday.We also published the office/tehsildar, judgment writer, 
following articles recentlyMP Shettar stenographer, reader, record keeper and 
focuses on completion of long-pending clerk. We hope to constitute the team by 
projects in BgaviNewly elected MP July 15,” said HRera chief Arun Kumar.
Jagadish Shettar focuses on completing The power to execute recovery certificates 
long-pending development projects in was taken from HRera and delegated to 
Belagavi, including the Belagavi-deputy commissioner of Gurgaon, who is 
Dharwad new railway line and projects also head of revenue department, two 
initiated by former MP Suresh years ago.The deputy commissioner 
Angadi.111045698managed to recover Rs 150 crore of the 

Stray Kids' track Back Door attains gold pending Rs 900 crore amount.On May 15, 
certification from the Recording Industry Haryana govt empowered HRera to once 
Association of America (RIAA)Stray again execute recovery warrants r 
Kids' hit song 'Back Door' was certified certificates issued by the regulator.
gold by RIAA, marking their fifth gold In the last six years, since H-Rera came into 

Soon, 7-member Rera team to 
recover dues from realtors

Noida. A 20-year-old man died after discovered that Kumar was stuck people died and 18 sustained injuries 
falling asleep while driving a milk inside the damaged cabin of the milk in a truck collision near Muradnagar, 
truck, leading to a head-on collision truck.The SHO added, “With the help UP, involving Eicher Canter from 
with another speeding truck in Greater of locals, the injured man was rescued Sonipat, Haryana. Victims identified. 
Noida’s Dankaur area. The incident from the damaged cabin and rushed to Injured individuals treated at local 
occurred around 5.30 am near a private a nearby private hospital, where he health center and referred to hospitals, 
hospital.The driver’s helper who was was declared dead.”Both Kumar’s with nine in critical condition sent to 
also in the milk truck as well as the helper and the driver of the other truck GTB Hospital, Delhi.12 pilgrims 
other truck's driver both sustained r e c e i v e d  t r e a t m e n t  a t  t h e  injured as bus rams into truck in 
m i n o r  i n j u r i e s . A c c o r d i n g  t o  hospital.Police found during the Chandauli12 pilgrims from Jharkhand 
Munendra Singh, SHO, Dankaur, the investigation that Kumar had fallen and West Bengal were injured in a bus-
deceased, Sunny Kumar, was a native asleep behind the wheel and collided truck collision in UP while heading to 
of Dhamrawali in Bulandshahr.“On with an oncoming truck.“Around Kedarnath. Survivors mentioned 
Thursday morning, we received 5.30am, when Kumar, who was stopping in Gaya for dinner break 
information that two trucks, including driving the milk truck, fell asleep and before the accident.12 pilgrims injured 
a milk truck, collided head-on on collided head-on with the opposite as bus rams into truck in Chandauli12 
S ikandrabad  road  unde r  t he  speeding truck near a private hospital pilgrims from Jharkhand and West 
jurisdiction of Dankaur police in Dankaur,” said SHO Singh.We also Bengal were injured in a bus-truck 
station,” said SHO Singh. Upon published the following articles collision in Chandauli district, UP, 
receiving the emergency call, a police recentlyFour labourers killed in truck while on their way to Kedarnath shrine 
team hurried to the scene and collision in UP's GhaziabadFour in Uttarakhand.

City set to get its first govt-run old-age home
people with income less than Rs 2 lakh plans and centrally sponsored schemes. institute amnesty schemeFC Goa, Gurgaon. The district administration is 
per annum. The other category is for The committee includes members from Dempo Sports Club, and others are planning to start an old-age home in the 
those who have an income above Rs 2 key organizations such as SAMETI- addressing age fraud in Indian football, city under the Samarth Vriddh SEWA 
lakh per annum but have been deserted Goa, District Rural Development emphasizing that it is a systemic issue Ashram Scheme to provide residential 
by their family members or have no one Agency, and Goa State Horticulture involving adults. Efforts to tackle the services to elderly persons who need it. 
to care for them. Under the scheme, Corporation Ltd. problem include calls for AIFF to This will be the first govt-run old-age 
elders who fall under the first category implement an amnesty scheme for home and the administration has invited FC Goa, Dempo join hands with others to 
will be given a free-of-cost stay. Those honest age disclosureproposals from NGOs, trusts, societies, fight age fraud, appeals to AIFF to 
with income above Rs 2 lakh would be and corporates under their Corporate 
covered under the ‘Pay and stay’ Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative.
scheme. The charges will be fixed by the Deputy commissioner Nishant Yadav had 
local administration.Besides, the old-informed the director general Ashima 
age home will also admit senior citizens Barar about the plan on Thursday. The 
who require a short stay on the order of scheme is aimed at the rehabilitation and 
district magistrates, courts, and police. support of destitute senior citizens in the 
In case of an emergency, beneficiaries state.Yadav said that criteria have been 
can be provided the facility on the set for the scheme and the old-age homes 
recommendation of the SDM or area will be operated in buildings owned by 
district welfare officer.We also the Haryana govt. “The initiative aims to 
published the following articles provide a comfortable and safe 
recentlyKundali Bhagya fame Sanjay environment for the elderly who require 
Gagnani celebrates Fathers Day at an assistance and care. The old-age home 
old age homeSanjay Gagnani, known will offer various facilities and services 
for his roles in Kundali Bhagya and to ensure the well-being of its residents, 
Naagin, touched hearts on Father's Day such as nutritious meals, medical care, 
by visiting an old age home, spending recreational activities, and social 
quality time with residents, and interaction opportunities,” Yadav said.
distributing gifts.Panel set to oversee To avail of the benefits of the scheme, the 
agri schemes, farmer welfareGoa's state beneficiaries should have the Parivar 
government has established a state-Pehchan Patra (PPP).The scheme 
level steering committee, chaired by the divides the beneficiaries into two 
chief secretary, to oversee annual action categories. The first category comprises 

Noida. The forest department seized dozens of 
endangered turtles from a pet shop at Jagat Farm, 
Greater Noida on Thursday. The seized turtles 
included five Black Indian Russell Neck turtles, two 
Red Indian Russell Neck turtles, two endangered 
Black Spotted Turtles, and three American Singapore 
turtles, said an official.“We have registered an H2 case 
(preliminary offence reported for further 
investigation), against the accused, who runs a shop in 
Jagat Farm and was caught selling two parrots and 12 
turtles, of which nine were Indian species and three 
were exotics. We are currently investigating the case 
and will be sending the turtles for lab tests,” said 
Anamika, forest ranger officer.

The raid took place based on the complaint lodged by 
Kaveri Rana Bhardwaj, an animal activist, on June 
20.Included on the red list of the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the Black Spotted 
or Spotted Pond turtle is heavily smuggled — earlier 
for its meat, now as an exotic pet. This medium-sized 
freshwater turtle with a black shell with yellow streaks 
is native to South Asia.

We also published the following articles recentlyUPSC 
Prelims 2024: Noida-Greater Noida Metro to Start 
Early on June 16Noida-Greater Noida Metro will start 
services at 6 am on Sunday for UPSC civil services 
(prelims) exam on June 16, adjusting from the usual 8 
am start on the Aqua Line.111016328

How Chennais Rs 1,000-cr exotic pet industry 
operatesChennai has emerged as a hub for wildlife 
trafficking, particularly in the pet trade, with large 
markets and breeding farms contributing to a booming 
illegal exotic pet industry.Amul seeks return of ice 
cream tub from Noida customer for investigation after 
centipede complaintAmul responds to a complaint of a 
centipede in an ice cream tub in Noida, assuring 
quality and safety from production to sale. The brand 
emphasizes its commitment to customer satisfaction 
and product integrity

Protected turtles seized from 
a pet shop in Greater Noida

Builder’s NOC must for 
buyers to pay lease rent 

YEIDA to take call at meet
Noida: Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development 

Authority (YEIDA) is likely to table a proposal at 
its next board meeting to make it mandatory for 
builders to bear all costs related to common area 
and not transfer the amount to homebuyers.Most 
group housing projects in YEIDA area are 
incomplete because the Authority needs to collect 
Rs 4,000 crore from developers in total. To 
facilitate the buyers, YEIDA has made a provision 
that allows them to pay lease rent and additional 
farmers’ compensation directly to the Authority. 
But for this, the homebuyers need to get an NOC 
from builders. In Noida and Greater Noida, 
however, there is no provision for direct payments 
by homebuyers.Builder’s NOC must for buyers to 
pay lease rent? YEIDA to take call at meetOfficials 
said most buyers have not managed NOCs from 
their developers, many of whom have been 
demanding that customers pay for common area 
amenities and penal interest too, if any.

Sources in the Authority said the board would take a 
call on whether to do away with the provision of 
taking an NOC from the builder or initiate talks 
with realtors. The meeting is scheduled for later 
this month.A total of 37 agendas will be placed for 
discussion at the meeting.Among other issues, the 
board will consider extending the deadline for plot 
owners to complete construction by this year. 
Officials will also take a call on whether to partially 
cancel the lease deed of builders who did not opt 
for the govt’s rehabilitation package for stalled 
projects in the state.YEIDA is also likely to make 
contractors responsible for executing a project 
liable for its maintenance too for five years. As of 
now, there is no mechanism to ensure proper 
maintenance of civil work by agencies that have 
constructed them.A plan to construct two ramps to 
Film City from “23km” on Yamuna Expressway 
will also be discussed. The project — to be built for 
Rs 20 crore — will provide direct connectivity to 
residential sectors 18 and 20 too.Various land 
allotment schemes, including those related to 
6,000 plots of 30sqm size, and milk and vegetable 
booths in residential sectors, will be discussed as 
well. A proposal to hand over the construction of an 
interchange connecting the Eastern Peripheral 
Expressway with the Yamuna Expressway to 
NHAI will also be presented.Officials will also 
initiate talks on Suraksha Group’s payment plan 
for the Authority. Suraksha, which has taken over 
Jaypee Infratech Ltd (JIL) projects, has proposed 
to pay Rs 490 crore as first installment for farmers’ 
compensation by Sept 30, instead of the required 
Rs 133.5 crore.In return, the company has sought 
an assurance from YEIDA that it will not challenge 
the NCLAT order on farmers’ compensation, 
provide possession of all land acquired from 
farmers, and withdraw pending litigations against 
the erstwhile company, among other conditions.

Snag in high-tension cable 
sparks 12-hr outages

Offered herbal medicines, 
but not delivered; 11 arrested

GHAZIABAD. Trains on the country's 
first Namo Bharat (rapid rail) corridor 
will soon run from Sahibabad to Meerut 
South.The commissioner of metro rail 
safety (CMRS) has cleared the third 
section of the corridor - after Sahibabad-
Duhai and Duhai-Modinagar North - for 
commercial operations. This 8km 
section from Modinagar North to Meerut 
South will increase the span of train 
operations to 42km, taking it above the 
50% mark of the 80km Delhi-Meerut 8km section has been completed. A 
corridor, which has a completion date of decision on its inauguration is likely 
mid-2025."The section will cut the travel soon," an NCRTC official said.Meerut 
time from Sahibabad to Meerut South to South will be the district's first station on 
nearly 30 minutes. State and central the rapid rail corridor which will also 
govts have been told that work on the have metro services. 

B’luru cops reach Noida, 
serve notice to YouTuber 
booked for Rahul remarks
Noida. Three cops from Karnataka Police arrived at the 

Sector 55 house of YouTuber Ajeet Bharti on Thursday 
and handed him a notice that asked him to appear at a 
Bengaluru police station in seven days in connection 
with his remarks on Congress leader Rahul Gandhi last 
week.In a post on X, Bharti said some cops from Noida 
also arrived at his house after a call from him and took 
away with them the three men who were in civvies.

“Noida Police swung into action as soon as I informed 
them. A work that could have been done by an e-mail, 
three cops were sent to do that. @noidapolice sent as 
many as 5 officers and some constables to take them 
away. Thank you @Uppolice, @myogiadityanath, and 
Noida Police,” Bharti posted.On June 15, a complaint 
was lodged against Bharti at High Grounds police 
station of Bengaluru by BK Bopanna, secretary of 
Congress’s legal cell in the party-ruled Karnataka.

Bopanna referred to a recent video posted by Bharti on X, 
claiming that Congress leader Rahul was planning to 
rebuild the Babri Masjid at the site of the newly 
inaugurated Ram temple in Ayodhya. Bopanna alleged 
the video amounted to hate speech and could 
potentially hurt religious statements.

An FIR was registered against Bharti under sections 
153A (promoting enmity between different groups on 
the grounds of religion, race, place of birth, residence, 
language, etc.) and 505 (2) (statements creating or 
promoting enmity, hatred, or ill-will between classes) 
of the IPC.The notice that was handed to the YouTuber 
at his Noida house referred to the complaint.

“...for the purpose of the investigation of the said case, 
you are hereby directed to appear before the 
undersigned investigation officer at 11.00 am at the 
High Grounds police station within 7 days of receipt of 
this notice,” the notice said.Cops at Bengaluru’s High 
Grounds police station ruled out any argument with 
their counterparts from Noida.“There was no tussle 
with Noida cops. Ajeet Bharti was causing trouble 
while accepting the notice. Noida police merely 
assisted us in this regard,” inspector Bharath Basvaraj 
told TOI from Bengaluru. “We are not required to 
inform Noida police while serving a notice. This would 
have been done if we were to make an arrest,” he added.

An officer from Sector 58 police station confirmed 
getting a call from Karnataka cops as well as Bharti. “A 
team reached Ajeet Bharti’s house and the notice was 
handed over to him peacefully. There was no tussle. We 
reached the spot because Bharti claimed he was being 
threatened. They came to only serve him the notice, not 
arrest him,” the officer added.

Gurgaon. Residents of Ramprastha City in Sector 37 D 
faced a 12-hour power outage starting at 11pm on 
Wednesday due to a fault in a high-tension (HT) line. The 
blackout, which lasted until 11am on Thursday, was 
exacerbated when the society’s backup diesel generators 
had to be stopped as they overheated within 45 minutes of 
the initial outage.Frustrated residents were left in near-
total darkness, with only sporadic, rotational power 
supply provided to individual towers after an outcry. No 
adequate arrangements were made by the developer to 
mitigate the issue, residents alleged.The township, 
launched in 2008 and comprising multiple phases with 
three occupied societies (Atrium, Edge, and View), faced 
a similar issue earlier with a 21-hour outage in April.“At 
the time of possession in 2017, we were promised round-
the-clock electricity, but the situation has only worsened 
over the years,” said Saurabh Mittal, RWA general 
secretary of View. “We are struggling to get basic 
amenities, despite being charged heavily. A similar 
situation prevailed in April when there was no electricity 
for over 21 hours and they were out of diesel stock for the 
generator,” he added.Ravi Kumar, a resident of Edge, 
said, “Last night’s power outage left my family, 
including my elderly parents, without electricity for 
hours. Despite trying to contact the maintenance office, 
no one was available to answer my calls. The office was 
unstaffed, leaving us without support during a critical 
time. To make matters worse, the power backup system 
was not working, leaving us without electricity the whole 
night.”Ashutosh Thakur, general secretary of Edge, 
highlighted the critical risks posed to those reliant on 
refrigerated medicines and the dangers for residents in 
high-rise buildings when elevators are out of service. 
“Over 1500 families living in the township have been 
grappling with various issues for years due to the 
negligent attitude of the developer’s facility 
management. Despite paying Rs 30 per unit for backup 
power, the developer has failed to ensure a reliable 
supply.

IDs,” an officer said.A preliminary probe Gurgaon. Operators at a call centre in 
revealed that the call centre was Sector 18 were arrested for allegedly 
operational for around a year. They were cheating people by selling them herbal 
paid a salary of Rs 15,000 monthly and sexual medicines online. The scam was 
also received a 5% share of the money busted on Thursday. A total of 11 people, 
swindled from victims, said an official. including four women, were arrested 
The police team seized seven mobile from the call centre, cops said.On the 
phones, SIM cards, and 2 CPUs. A case instructions of their employers, the 
has been filed against the accused under arrested accused allegedly posted 
IPC sections 420 (cheating) and 120 B advertisements for herbal sexual 
(criminal conspiracy). tnnWe also medicines online. When potential 
published the following articles customers contacted the numbers given 
recentlyRacket selling 'herbal pills' via in these ads, the accused took orders 
Google ads to boost sexual health from them and instructed them to deposit 
bustedGurugram Police raided a money into various bank accounts but 
fraudulent call center in Sector 18, never delivered the products. “The 
apprehending 11 individuals for accused also deceived people by 
deceiving people with fake herbal charging them GST, packing, and 
remedies for sexual health improvement.courier fees through QR codes and UPI 

50% of  Namo Bharat rapid rail corridor ready; 

trains from Sahibabad to Meerut South to run soon

New Delhi, Saturday, 22 June 2024

Offered herbal medicines, but not delivered; 11 arrested
Gurgaon. Operators at a call centre in Sector 18 were arrested for allegedly cheating

people by selling them herbal sexual medicines online. The scam was busted on
Thursday. A total of 11 people, including four women, were arrested from the call centre,
cops said.On the instructions of their employers, the arrested accused allegedly posted
advertisements for herbal sexual medicines online. When potential customers contacted
the numbers given in these ads, the accused took orders from them and instructed them
to deposit money into various bank accounts but never delivered the products. “The
accused also deceived people by charging them GST, packing, and courier fees through
QR codes and UPI IDs,” an officer said.A preliminary
probe revealed that the call centre was operational for
around a year. They were paid a salary of Rs 15,000
monthly and also received a 5% share of the money swin-
dled from victims, said an official. The police team seized
seven mobile phones, SIM cards, and 2 CPUs. A case has
been filed against the accused under IPC sections 420
(cheating) and 120 B (criminal conspiracy). tnnWe also
published the following articles recentlyRacket selling
'herbal pills' via Google ads
to boost sexual health
bustedGurugram Police
raided a fraudulent call
center in Sector 18, appre-
hending 11 individuals for
deceiving people with fake
herbal remedies for sexual
health improvement.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for the general public information
that in the Aadhar card No. 5680 5466
4666 of my Client Rama W/O Sh.
Heera Lal R/O 123, jhugi wcj  Block-
26, Lodhi road, Prem Nagar, central
Delhi - 110003 , the name of my client
wrongly mentoioned as Neeru instead
of Rama and Rama & Neeru is the
same and one person, the actual;
name of My client is Rama, Which
may be amended accordingly..

SANJAY KUMAR Advocate 
Ch.No. 934,

Patiala House Courts, Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
I hitherto known as Rajiv Kumar Singh
S/o Raghubir Singh R/o C-121, Minto
Road Residential Complex, Minto
Road,Delhi-110002 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known as
Rajiv Kumar.

Name Change
I, No. 15439203A Rank-NK Name-
KAMBLE GANESH ARJUN perma-
nent address is-VILL-BRAMHA-
GAON, POST- MOUJ, TEH-BEED,
DIST-BEED, MAHARASHTRA-
431122 have changed my name
from KAMBLE TEJASHWINI to
KAMBLE TEJASHWINI GANESH
for all future purposes vide Affidavit
Dated 21/06/2024 before
Executive Magistrate, Delhi.

Name Change
I, RAGINEE SINGH wife of NO-
15215689N Rank-NK Name-
SHIVAJI SINGH R/O VILL-RAUNA
KHURD, PO-BELA, TEH-
VARANASI, DIST-VARANASI,
UTTAR PRADESH-221101 have
changed my name from RAGINEE
SINGH to RAGINI SINGH for all future
purposes vide affidavit dated
21/06/2024 before Notary Public, Delhi. Name Change

I, NO-7781348A Rank-HAV Name-
SUJEET KUMAR is legal father of
NIPUN presently residing at VPO-
AJAIB, PS-MEHAM, DISTT- ROHTAK,
HARYANA-124111 have changed my
minor son’s name from NIPUN to
NIPUN DALAL for all future purposes
vide affidavit dated 21/06/2024 Before
Executive Magistrate, Delhi.

Name Change
I, NO-7781348A Rank-HAV Name-
SUJEET KUMAR is legal father of
KOMUDI  presently residing at VPO-
AJAIB, PS-MEHAM, DISTT-
ROHTAK, HARYANA-124111 have
changed my minor daughter’s name
from KOMUDI to KAUMUDI DALAL
for all future purposes vide affidavit
dated 21/06/2024 Before Executive
Magistrate, Delhi.

Name Change
I Kapil Kumar s/o vijay Garg R/O 814,
Krishna Nagar Sec 20 B, Faridabad
Haryana have change my name to
Kapil Garg for all purposeName Change

I, Pankaj Upadhyay S/o Late
Sh.Purushotam Upadhya R/o 7/8,
Jantar Mantar Road, New Delhi,
NDMC, Central Delhi, Delhi-110001
have changed my name from Pankaj
Upadhya to Pankaj Upadhyay for all
intents and purposes.

Name Change
I, Harshvardhan Maheshwari S/o
Ram Avtar Maheshwari R/o B-44,
First floor, Ardee City, Sector-52,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122003, Have
Changed My Name to Harshvardhan
Totla For All Future Purpose

Name Change
I, Jasmeet Kaur Bhatia W/o Gagan
Preet Singh R/o A-1st-90, Madangir
Phase-1, New Delhi-110062 have
changed my name to Jasmeet
Sadana for all future purposes

Name Change
I, Parveen Kumar S/o Sh.Sahab Singh,
R/o H.No-112, Mundhela Kalan, Delhi-
110073, Praveen Kumar and Parveen
Kumar Both are Same Person

Name Change
I Vaani D/O Ankur Singhal R/O Flat No-
F1001 pioneer Park, Sector-61,
Gurgaon Haryana, 122001 Have
Changed My Name To Vaani Singhal
For all Future Purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client BALDEV RAI  S/o SURJAN
RAM , R/o I-1/T -30 ,Sanjay Park
,BALJEET NAGAR , Central Delhi .
Delhi , 110008 , has Disowned his son
PRINCE from his movable /immov-
able Property . My client will not be
responsible for his any acts in future.

Dheerendra Kumar Yadav
(ADVOCATE)

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I MD
NAUSHAD S/O MD MUSHTAK,R/O
HOUSE NO 20 ,G/F, POCKET 8,
Nasirpur, South West delhi, Delhi,
110045 declare that name of mine has
been wrongly written as MOHD
NAUSHAD in my minor son
Shahnawaz Hussain aged 15 years in
his 10th class educational document
,The actual name of mine is MD
NAUSHAD,respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
Krishan Kumar S/O Gordhan R/O
S.R.S-43, Peera Garhi,Sunder Vihar,
S.O West Delhi ,Delhi - 110087
declare that name of mine has been
wrongly written as KRISHNA KUMAR
in my 10th class educational docu-
ment, The actual name of mine is
KRISHAN KUMAR, respectively
Which may be amended accordingly.

Lost & Found 
I  Zeba Parveen , W/O Liyakat Ali. R/o
41/262, Apar kot , Loni , Ghaziabad.
UP- 201102 , I have lost my property
papers on 08/04/2024 ( Janta Flat
No.292, block- D, Pocket 11, Jasola
New Delhi). It includes Demand letter,
Possession Letter, NOC ( Electricity &
Water) and Site possession. If some-
one found it then please call on this
number. Mobile No. 8860625019

‚Êfļ¡ÁŸ∑§ ‚ÍøŸÊ
◊Ò¥ ‡Ê’Ÿ◊ ⁄UÊáÊÊ ¬%Ë •Ê»§ÃÊ’ •ÊÁ‚»§, ÁŸflÊ‚Ë
•Êß̧ ywx, ‚ÈãŒ⁄U Ÿª⁄UË ÁŒÑË-~x ÉÊÙ·áÊÊ ∑§⁄UÃË „Í°
Á∑§ ◊⁄U ¬Ê‚¬Ù≈U̧ ‚¥.Vxzwwv~} ◊¥ ◊⁄UÊ ŸÊ◊ òÊÈÁ≈U¬Ífļ∑§
‡Ê’Ÿ◊ (Shabnam) Œ¡̧ „Ò ¡’Á∑§ ◊⁄UÊ ‚„Ë ŸÊ◊
‡Ê’Ÿ◊ ⁄UÊáÊÊ (Shabnam Rana) „Ò, ÿ„ ŒÙŸÙ¥
∞∑§ „Ë ◊Á„‹Ê ÿÊÁŸ Á∑§ ◊⁄U „Ë ŸÊ◊ „Ò–

Name Change
I, RAVANAMMA M/o No.14829561P
Rank HAV/MT Name RAMESHBABU
PAGIDI R/o VPO- CHOLLAVEEDU,
TEH-RACHERLA, DIST-PRAKASAM
(AP)-523372, have changed my
name from RAVANAMMA to PAGIDI
RAVANAMMA for all future purposes.
Vide affidavit No- IN-
DL05560886323163W dated
19.06.2024 Public Notary Delhi.

Name Change
I HUMERA W/o Mohd Amir
R / o  P - 8 6 / A  N a f e e s  R o a d
Pehalwan Chowk Batla House
Jamia Nagar New Delhi -
110025. That my name has been
wrongly mentioned in my
passport  no .  J1297432  as
Humera Alias Gudiya, my
correct Name is Humera and
my Date of birth has been
wrongly mentioned in 10th &
12th certificate as 20.05.2000 my
correct Date of birth  01.04.1998
for all future purposes. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Information is given to general pub-
lic at large that our client Mrs.
Sharmila Sood w/o Mr. Vineet Sood
is the owner of Freehold Residential
Ground Floor having area measur-
ing 1500 sq. ft, along with
Basement no. 1 (Front), built on Plot
no. 14, Block III, situated at Eros
Garden Colony, Faridabad,
Haryana-121009. By Virtue,
Transfer Deed dated 13.04.2022 as
Doc no. 350, Book No. 1, Vol No.
0/10 Page no. 87.5/28-30 SR-
Badkhal., in the chain document
below mentioned not available i.e.
Probate Order of Deed of Will dated
17.05.2020   now our client is
declaring that that any other Person
does not have any right over the
said property, and Same property
sold too be Mr. Ajay Khatana and
same has been finance by Piramal
Capital & Housing Finance Ltd.
Branch: Jhendewalan, Delhi.   If any
person is having objection right of
claim against the said property, con-
tact to undersigned along with sup-
porting documents within 07 days
from the date of publication of this
notice and or the same to the under-
signed if found by anyone.
Thereafter no claim shall be enter-
tained.

[NAVEEN KUMAR VERMA] 
Advocate

F-211,sector-3 Vaishali Ghaziabad 
Uttar Pradesh-201010, Contact at 09958871432 

Name Change
I, Ritu Verma W/o Sandeep Tak R/o
56, Ward No-06, Jai Dev Colony, Haily
Mandi, Gurgaon, Haryana-122504,
Have Changed  My Name To Ritu For
All Future Purpose
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Mob in Pakistan kills man, hangs his 
body for 'desecrating' Quran: Report

Navigating through darkness: Ukraine’s emergency 
blackouts return after Russia pounds infrastructure

Donald Sutherland, the towering actor whose career 
spanned ‘M.A.S.H.’ to ‘Hunger Games,’ dies at 88

Seoul  South Korea's foreign minister Cho Tae-yul and 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken condemned the 
new treaty between Russia and North Korea as a serious 
threat to regional peace and stability, Seoul's foreign 
ministry said in a statement on Friday.

The two in a phone call on Thursday also discussed ways 
to respond to the pact, and agreed to closely monitor the 
situation, the foreign ministry said.Blinken said the 
United States supports South Korea's responses to the 
agreement, in which Moscow and Pyongyang said each 
country would provide immediate military assistance if 
either faces armed aggression.Cho said any cooperation 
to help strengthen North Korea's military capabilities is 
a clear violation of the U.N. Security Council resolutions, 

according to the statement.The United States will 
consider various ways to respond to the threat to 
international peace and stability from Russia and North 
Korea, Blinken was quoted as saying by the 
ministry.South Korean National Security Adviser 
Chang Ho-jin said on Thursday that Seoul will review 
the possibility of supplying weapons to Ukraine in 
response to the landmark pact.

South Korea, US slam new 
Russia-North Korea treaty, say 
'threat to regional peace'

Historic flooding in China's 
Guangdong kills nine, warnings 
issued for other parts of country

BEIJING: Nine people have died and six are 
missing after downpours caused historic flooding 
in rural parts of Guangdong province in southern 
China, while authorities warned Friday of more 
flooding ahead in other parts of the country.

Four people died and four are missing, in Meixian 
district in Guangdong's Meizhou city, state 
broadcaster CCTV reported Thursday night. 
Another five are dead in Jiaoling county, which is 
also in Meizhou.

The heaviest rains were from Sunday into Tuesday, 
toppling trees and collapsing homes. A road 
leading to Meixian district completely collapsed 
during the heavy rains. The Songyuan river, 
which winds through Meizhou, experienced its 
biggest recorded flood, according to CCTV.

The estimated direct economic loss is 3.65 billion 
yuan ($502 million) in Jiaoling county, while in 
Meixian district, the loss is 1.06 billion yuan 
($146 million).Other parts of the country also 
face torrential rains and extreme weather in the 
next 24 hours, with the National Meteorological 

Center issuing a warning for several provinces in 
the south and a few individual places in the north.

Henan and Anhui provinces in central China, as 
well as Jiangsu province on the coast and the 
southern province of Guizhou, all are expecting 
hail and strong thunderstorms, according to the 
forecast. Rainfall could be as high as 50 mm to 80 
mm (1.9 to 3.14 inches) in one day in Henan, 
Anhui and Hubei provinces, the National 
Meteorological Center said.

Last week, it was southern Fujian and Guangxi 
provinces experienced landslides and flooding 
amid heavy rain. One student died in Guangxi 
after falling into a river swollen from the 
downpour.

transferred to the Madyan 
Hospital, the DPO said.The 
mob then set the police 
station on fire. Later, some 
people entered the police 
station, shot the suspect, 
dragged his body to 
Madyan Adda and hanged 
i t  t he r e ,  Zah idu l l ah  
said.Eight people were 
injured in the unrest 
triggered by the incident. 
Heavy police deployment 
has been made in Madyan 

pages of the Holy Quran in Madyan 
and efforts are being made to bring the 

tehsil of Swat on Thursday night.The Peshawar.  A man was killed by an angry situation under control, he added.
suspect was taken into custody and mob for allegedly desecrating the Holy 

Chief Minister KPK Ali Amin Gandapur brought to Madyan police station. A Quran in the scenic Swat district of 
has taken note of the desecration mob gathered outside the police station Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in northwest 
incident and sought a report from the and demanded that he be handed over. Pakistan and eight people were injured 
provincial police chief.The CM After the police refused to do so, the in the ensuing unrest, police said.
directed the IGP to take emergency mob opened fire and the police District Police Officer (DPO), Swat, steps to control the situation and urged retaliated. One person was seriously Zahidullah said the man from Sialkot people to remain calm and peaceful.injured in the exchange of fire and was district of Punjab allegedly burnt some 

KYIV. During daytime, entire districts launched its full-scale invasion of attacks on its power infrastructure have 
of Ukraine's capital are disconnected Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022.He said that intensified since March, forcing 
from the power grid to save energy. he wanted a new life despite the war — utilities to ration household supplies 
Traffic lights stop, choking traffic, to live side-by-side with old friends over the last three months. The 
accompanied by the constant rumble of and reside in a milder climate — but he country’s top officials repeatedly 
generators installed outside cafes and hadn't foreseen the inconveniences of called on allied countries to provide 
shops.Ukraine, including Kyiv, is living without power. Rudoy bought an more air defense systems to protect its 
struggling to cope with a new wave of apartment on the seventh floor of a power plants from Russian missiles 
rolling blackouts after relentless newly built 25-story high rise with no and drones, but tangible damage had 
Russian attacks took out half the gas system or water supply that's already been inflicted.
country’s power generation capacity. wholly dependent on electricity. The blackouts in Kyiv are the worse 

Residents and businesses of Kyiv are “I have to adjust my life to the blackout since the early months of the war when 
adapting to the absence of electricity schedules, otherwise it is impossible to Russian strikes on the country’s power 
using generators, power banks, and live normally — not even to use a toilet grid led to major winter-time blackouts 
flashlights and even recalculating their at times,” Rudoy told The Associated that led to authorities setting up 
bathroom visits. Heavy damage Press.A friend in a nearby district communal heating areas and hundreds 
inflicted to the country’s power system typically has power when he doesn’t, of emergency points where residents 
has left millions feeling uncertain which makes his life easier. Work often could drink tea, recharge their phones 
about Ukraine’s ability to meet the gets done at a cafe that has a generator, and get help.As of today, due to missile 
national electricity demand after the but there’s a catch.“Even if you find a and drone attacks, we have lost 9.2 
warm weather months are over and the free table at a cafe nearby, working gigawatt of electricity (generating 
weather turns cold.“I light my generators are very noisy and spread capabilities),” Ukrainian Prime 
apartment as our grandparents used to diesel fumes," he said. "That’s why not Minister Denys Shmyhal said in early 
— with candles and small flashlights,” many cafes that operate during June. Despite having the capacity to 
said Rudoy, a 40-year-old insurance blackouts are actually good to work import 2.2 gigawatts of electricity from 
agent from Israel who relocated from in.”Ukraine is struggling to meet European countries, Ukraine is 
Tel Aviv to Kyiv in 2023 after Russia electricity demand as systematic importing 1.

Hezbollah and Israeli forces have 
exchanged near-daily fire since 
Hamas's October 7 attack on 
southern Israel triggered the Gaza 
war, and the bellicose talk has 
escalated along with the strikes.

Fifteen people shot during 
Juneteenth celebration in 
Oakland, California

A Muslim mob in Pakistan 
torches a police station and 
lynches a man after accusing 
him of  blasphemy

PESHAWAR, Pakistan. A Muslim mob in 
northwestern Pakistan on Thursday broke into a 
police station, snatched a man who was held there 
and then lynched him over allegations that he had 
desecrated Islam’s holy book, the Quran.The 
attackers also torched the station in Madyan, a 
town in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, and 
burned police vehicles parked there, according to 
local police official Rahim Ullah.

The slain man, Mohammad Ismail, was a tourist who 
was staying at a hotel in the town when some locals 
turned on him and accused him of blasphemy.

Ullah said police officers took the man to the station 
for his protection but the mob swelled and pursued 
them. The mob then attacked the station, snatched 
Ismail, beat him to death and then burned his body 
and left it on the road.Additional police forces have 
arrived in Madyan to bring the situation under 
control, Ullah said.It wasn’t immediately known if 
any of the attackers were arrested.Attacks on 
people accused of blasphemy are common in this 
conservative Islamic nation where charges of 
blasphemy can carry the death sentence. 
International and national rights groups say 
blasphemy accusations have often been used to 
intimidate religious minorities and settle personal 
scores.Last month, a mob in Pakistan’s eastern 
Punjab province attacked a Christian man, Nazir 
Masih, 72, after accusing him of desecrating pages 
of Quran. He later died at a hospital.

OAKLAND, Calif. Fifteen people were shot after an 
illegal “sideshow” took over a peaceful Juneteenth 
celebration in Oakland, California, police said 
Thursday.Investigators are seeking multiple shooters 
— more than 50 shell casings were recovered at the 
scene — following the violence Wednesday night at 
Lake Merritt, but no arrests had been made by 
Thursday afternoon.About 20 vehicles -- mostly all-
terrain vehicles and dirt bikes — arrived around 8:15 
p.m. Wednesday and started a sideshow on the north 
side of the lake as 5,000 people attended the Juneteenth 
event.Sideshows, also known as street takeovers, 
involve stunts like doughnuts, drifting and burnouts. 
Street takeovers often involve hundreds of spectators. 
Cars block access to an intersection, stopping traffic in 
all directions and making it harder for police to respond. 
It’s become a widespread problem around the country, 
including Oakland and other cities across the 
USOakland Police Chief Floyd Mitchell on Thursday 
said one person walked across the hood of a sideshow 
vehicle. Multiple occupants got out and attacked the 
person, whose ijuries required them to be hospitalized.

Some of the people in the crowd also attacked police 
officers, Mitchell said during a news conference. A 
woman was taken into custody for assaulting an officer 
while the officer was giving first aid to a gunshot 
victim.Detectives are combing social media for leads 
to the shooters’ identities, Mitchell said.

At least one gunshot victim was in critical condition. The 
victims’ ages ranged from 20 to 30 years old. Other 
injuries included the loss of fingers and minor gunshot 
wounds.“The opportunity to celebrate with your 
family and friends should never be marred by gunfire,” 
Mitchell said.June 19, or Juneteenth, marks the day in 
1865 enslaved people in Galveston, Texas found out 
they had been freed — after the end of the Civil War, 
and two years after President Abraham Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation.Juneteenth was 
designated a federal holiday in 2021 and has become 
more universally recognized beyond Black America. 
Many people get the day off work or school, and there 
are a plethora of street festivals, fairs, concerts and 
other events.

generous.”Before transitioning into a Angeles, a series of war films changed NEW YORK. Donald Sutherland, the 
long career as a respected character actor, his trajectory.His breakthrough was Canadian actor whose wry, arrestingly 
Sutherland epitomized the unpredictable, “The Dirty Dozen” (1967), in which he off-kilter screen presence spanned more 
antiestablishment cinema of the 1970s. played Vernon Pinkley, the officer-than half a century of films from 
He never stopped working, appearing in impersonating psychopath. 1970 saw the “M.A.S.H.” to “The Hunger Games,” has 
nearly 200 films and series. release of the World War II yarn “Kelly’s died. He was 88.Sutherland died 

Heroes” and “M.A.S.H.,” a smash hit Thursday in Miami after a long illness, Over the decades, Sutherland showed his 
t ha t  c a t apu l t ed  Su the r l and  to  according to a statement from Creative range in more buttoned-down — but still 
stardom.“There is more challenge in Artists Agency, which represented him. eccentric — roles in Robert Redford’s 
character roles,” Sutherland told The “Ordinary People” and Oliver Stone’s Kiefer Sutherland said on X he believed his 
Washington Post in 1970. “There’s “JFK.” More, recently, he starred in the father was one of the most important 
longevity. A good character actor can “Hunger Games” films.actors in the history of film: “Never going to kill me for it,” Sutherland told 

show a different face in every film and not daunted by a role, good, bad or ugly. He The New York Times in 1981. “My father A memoir, “Made Up, But Still True,” is due 
bore the public.”loved what he did and did what he loved, always said, ‘Keep your mouth shut, out in November.“I love to work. I 

If Sutherland had had his way, Altman and one can never ask for more than that.” Donnie, and maybe people will think you passionately love to work,” Sutherland 
would have been fired from “M.A.S.H.” have character.’”Sutherland began as an told Charlie Rose in 1998. “I love to feel The tall and gaunt Sutherland, who flashed 
He was unhappy with the director’s engineering student at the University of my hand fit into the glove of some other a grin that could be sweet or diabolical, 
unorthodox, improvisational style. But Toronto but switched to English and character. I feel a huge freedom — time was known for offbeat characters like 
the film caught on beyond anyone’s started acting in school theatrical stops for me. I’m not as crazy as I used to Hawkeye Pierce in Robert Altman’s 
expectations.Sutherland identified with productions. While studying, he met Lois be, but I’m still a little crazy.”Born in St. “M.A.S.H.,” the hippie tank commander 
its anti-war message. Outspoken against Hardwick, an aspiring actress. They John, New Brunswick, Donald McNichol in “Kelly’s Heroes” and the stoned 
the Vietnam War, he along with actress married in 1959 but divorced seven years Sutherland was the son of a salesman and professor in “Animal House.”“Donald 
Jane Fonda and others founded the Free later.After graduating in 1956, Sutherland a mathematics teacher. Raised in Nova was a giant, not only physically but as a 
Theater Associates in 1971. Banned by attended the London Academy of Music Scotia, he was a disc jockey with his own talent,” Sutherland’s “M.A.S.H.” co-star 
the Army because of their political views, and Dramatic Art to study acting. He radio station at age 14.“When I was 13 or Elliott Gould said in a statement to The 
they performed in venues near military began appearing in West End plays and 14, I really thought everything I felt was Associated Press as many paid tribute. 
bases in Southeast Asia in 1973.British television. After a move to Los wrong and dangerous, and that God was “He was also enormously kind and 

A man was fatally attacked by an 
enraged mob following allegations of  
desecrating the holy Quran in the Swat 
district of  Pakistan's Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. The incident, which 
occurred on Thursday night in Madyan 
tehsil, also resulted in injuries to eight 
individuals amidst the ensuing chaos.

Israel-Hezbollah hostilities fan fears of widening Gaza war
Letymbiotis dismissed as "totally offensive in Gaza has killed at least Experts are divided on the prospect of a 
groundless" any suggestion of possible 37,431 people, also mostly civilians, wider war, almost nine months into 
involvement in a conflict related to according to the health ministry in the I s rae l ' s  campaign  to  e rad ica te  
Lebanon.Warplanes from the British Hamas-ruled territory.The latest toll on Hezbollah's ally Hamas, the Palestinian 
airbase in Cyprus have, along with US Thursday included at least 35 deaths over militant group in the Gaza Strip.

the previous day, the ministry said.The Hezbollah and Israeli forces have 
Huthis and Hezbollah both say they are exchanged near-daily fire since 
acting in response to Israel's actions in Hamas's October 7 attack on southern 
Gaza.On Tuesday, Israel's military Israel triggered the Gaza war, and the 
announced that "operational plans for bellicose talk has escalated along with 
an offensive in Lebanon were the strikes.Israel's main military backer 

BEIRUT. Israel and Hezbollah traded approved and validated".The same the United States has sought to 
fresh cross-border fire, as fears of a day, Hezbollah published a video discourage any expansion of hostilities 
regional conflict grew after Israel showing drone footage it purportedly along the border.In a meeting with 
revealed it had approved plans for a recorded over northern Israel, visiting Israeli officials in Washington, 
Lebanon offensive and the Iran-backed including parts of Haifa's city and Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
militants vowed to blanket their foe in port.US envoy Amos Hochstein on a underscored "the importance of 
rockets.Hezbollah said it fired dozens of trip to the region called for "urgent" de-avoiding further escalation in Lebanon 
rockets into northern Israel Thursday in escalation, while the UN special and reaching a diplomatic resolution 
retaliation for a deadly air strike in south coordinator for Lebanon Jeanine Hennis-forces, attacked Yemen's Iran-backed that allows Israeli and Lebanese families 
Lebanon that Israel said killed one of the Plasschaert  said there was "no Huthi rebels who have for months been to return to their homes", according to a 
group's operatives. Hezbollah also inevitability to conflict" as she visited UN targeting Red Sea shipping.statement.In a televised address on 
claimed several other attacks on Israeli peacekeepers in the country's south.The On Thursday the US military said it had Wednesday, Hezbollah chief Hassan 
troops and positions over the course of the cross-border violence has killed at least destroyed several Huthi drones, a day Nasrallah had warned "no place" in Israel 
day.The Israeli military said its jets had 479 people in Lebanon, most of them after its forcesstruck two rebel sites in would "be spared our rockets" if a wider 
struck two weapons storage facilities and fighters but also 93 civilians, according to Yemen.war began.He also threatened nearby 
several other sites belonging to the group, an AFP tally.Israeli authorities say at least Cyprus if it opened its airports or bases to 'Urgent' de-escalation
and that it had fired artillery "to remove 15 soldiers and 11 civilians have been Israel "to target Lebanon".European The October Hamas attack on Israel 
threats in multiple areas in southern killed in the country's north.Weary Union member Cyprus houses two resulted in the deaths of 1,194 people, 
Lebanon".Just before midnight, the army residents of Beirut on Thursday British bases, including an airbase, but mostly civilians, according to an AFP 
said it had "successfully intercepted a downplayed the chances of war in they are in sovereign British territory and tally based on Israeli official figures.
suspicious aerial target that crossed from Lebanon, which political deadlock has no t  cont ro l led  by  the  Cypr io t  The militants also seized hostages, 116 of 
Lebanon".And early Friday, Lebanese left essentially leaderless while a five-government.On Thursday, Cyprus whom remain in Gaza although the army 
media reported fresh Israeli strikes in the year economic meltdown continues.government spokesman Konstantinos says 41 are dead.Israel's retaliatory 
country's south.
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CHENNAI. Leaders of various political parties all individuals involved in the business.VCK 
condemned the Kallakurichi tragedy and many chief Thol Thirumavalavan expressed deep 
of them have urged the closure of all Tasmac sorrow over the incident and said total 
outlets besides taking stringent action to prevent prohibition is the only way to put an end to such 
recurrence of such incidents.BJP state president tragic incidents. TMC(M) president GK Vasan, 
K Annamalai, CPI state secretary R Mutharasan, who visited the hospital, blamed the government 
PMK founder S Ramadoss, CPM state secretary for inefficient administration.Ramadoss on 
K Balakrishnan, DMDK general secretary Thursday called for the resignation of the chief 
Premalatha Vijayakant, VK Sasikala and others minister and ministers Muthusamy and Velu. He 
criticised the authorities for their ‘lethargic also sought the support of other parties to defeat 
response’ to the illegal sale of spurious t h e  D M K  i n  t h e  Vi k r a v a n d i  b y -
liquor.While Annamalai demanded a CBI election.Premalatha Vijayakant condemned 
inquiry into the tragedy and the resignation of government’s `10 lakh compensation saying it 
Minister for Prohibition and Excise S could be misconstrued by people as an 
Muthusamy, Balakrishnan called for arrest of encouragement to take risk of consuming illicit 
district SP and the Collector holding them liquor since their families would get `10 lakh if 
accountable for the incident.After visiting the they died.Naam Tamilar Katchi leader Seeman 
victims in the hospital, Annamalai urged CM MK criticised the government for its inaction in 
Stalin to visit Kallakurichi and listen to the preventing illicit liquor sale. He said Stalin 
grievances of the affected people. He criticised should show the same amount of interest shown 
the state’s prohibition policy and demanded the in Vikravandi bypoll in addressing such serious 
immediate closure of 1,000 Tasmac outlets.In a issues.AMMK general  secretary TTV 
statement, Mutharasan described the incident an Dhinakaran also demanded severe action against 
inconsolable tragedy. He accused the district those responsible for the crime.Tamilaga Vettri 
revenue department and police of tacitly Kazhagam president and actor Vijay visited the 
supporting the sale of illicit liquor, which, Kallakurichi hospital and met the victims 
according to locals, has been going on for undergoing treatment. Earlier, in a statement, 
years.Balakrishnan emphasised that action Vijay accused the government of indifference in 
should not be limited to sellers but also include controlling the sale of illicit liquor.

CB-CID launches probe into Kallakurichi hooch tragedy; PEW top brass moved

A sorry tale of  overnight orphans: Five below 15 
years lose parents to illicit liquor in Kallakurichi

(25) has left his two sons, aged seven and 
five without a home, as his wife allegedly 
left the family four years ago.“Their 
mother left without a word while the 
father died after consuming hooch. I 
request help from the government so that 
they could survive,” said Praveen’s 65 
year-old mother, who did not want to be 
named.A few metres away, S Tamilarasi 
(32), who works as a security guard at the 
Kallakurichi government medical 
college and hospital, had to rush her 
father into the critical care on 
Wednesday.“My father is a daily wage 
worker and he used to drink regularly. 
Out of habit, he consumed it early in the 
morning on Wednesday. We took him to 
Kallakurichi GH in an hour. We had to 
take him to Jipmer in Puducherry later, as 
his condition was critical. He was 
declared dead at 4 pm on Wednesday,” 

have lost their parents in the village as on KALLAKURICHI. Every street in she said.“He held my hands when closing 
Thursday. Activists have demanded the Karunapuram village has the purple tent his eyes for the last time. Since I work at 
government to take care of these mounted, with the entire neighbourhood the hospital, I see and handle dead bodies 
ch i ld ren’s  accommodat ion  and  echoing the funeral laments of families, everyday but this was unlike anything 
education, and to prohibit the sale of for over 19 people from the locality died that I ever had to deal with,” said 
liquor and hooch.on Tuesday and Wednesday.“My parents Tamilarasi.When the people were 

were quarrelling over something on “My father drank hooch and my mother preparing to bid adieu, heavy rains lashed 
Tuesday when my father drank the arrack mistook it for water, leaving both of them – a sign that villagers took as a universe’s 
from the packet. He left some in the pack dead. All I ask from the government is to show of sympathy. As the sun set in 
and my mother in the heat of the moment, provide us a house, take care of our Karunapuram, rain came to a halt and 
mistook it for omam (ajwain) water and educational expenses. Above all, shut pyres were lit. A total of 19 bodies were 
drank it. They both fell sick within a few down all Tasmac shops and stop hooch cremated, and buried at different places 
hours. We took them to Kallakurichi GH, sales,” says S Harish (15), Kokila’s along the banks of Gomuki river and 10 
but they died leaving the three of us brother.Harish and Kokila, along with others in Siruvangur and Kottaimedu.
orphaned,” said S Kokila (16), the eldest their 14-year-old brother Ragavan are “The hope is we don’t have to stand for a 
daughter of R Suresh (37) and S. Vadivu left in the care of their grandmother bandobast for such an incident ever 
(34), who died on Wednesday. Muniamma.Meanwhile, the first death in again,” uttered a policewoman who was 

the tragedy, that of G Praveen Kumar At least five children below the age of 15 witnessing the funeral procession.

Two men hacked 
to death with 

swords in 
Gomtipur

Ahmedabad. A feud spawned from a fight last 
week led to two men — Amir Ansari and Tabrez 
Pathan — being murdered in Gomtipur on 
Wednesday night. The two warring groups had 
gathered on Wednesday to work out a 
compromise. The victims had allegedly gone to 
the meeting armed with swords.According to the 
FIR filed by Imtiaz Ansari, he and his friend 
Amir had an ongoing dispute with Kamil 
Maniyar from an earlier altercation.On 
Wednesday night, Imtiaz, Amir and Tabrez had 
gathered in Gomtipur. Amir got a call from 
Kamil, saying that his brother Sameer wanted to 
reach a compromise and called them to a certain 
spot. The complainant and his group met Sameer 
Maniyar, Kamil Maniyar, Sahil Maniyar and 
Shaqeel Maniyar. The meeting did not amount to 
anything and as they were about to leave, the 
matter got violent. As Amir and his friends tried 
to escape, Sameer and Sahil allegedly chased 
them down and attacked them with metal pipes. 
Sameer allegedly grabbed a sword from Amir 
and struck him several times. When Tabrez and 
Imtiaz tried to save Amir, Kamil allegedly 
grabbed Imtiaz’s sword and stabbed Tabrez in 
the chest.

The complainant, Imtiaz, was also allegedly struck 
but managed to get away. When Imtiaz regained 
consciousness, he was in Civil Hospital, from 
where he filed a complaint of murder against 
Sameer, Kamil and Sahil from there.

Gomtipur police inspector J P Chaudhary said 
Sameer Maniyar has been arrested. He claims the 
killings were in self-defence, as Amir Ansari and 
the others had come prepared to kill them. She 
added that Amir Ansari was only recently 
released on bail by the high court.

We also published the following articles recently
When Imtiaz Ali reacted to requests to make films 

like Jab We Met: 'This is not why I'Imtiaz Ali, 
known for his unique narratives, has created 
timeless classics like Jab We Met, Rockstar, 
Tamasha, and Highway, with Jab We Met having 
a dedicated fan base even after 15 years

Ashwathy Ash-Sameer Ahamathu starrer 
'Modhalum Kaadhalum' to go off-air soonThe 
popular Tamil serial 'Modhalum Kaadhalum' is 
concluding its journey, leaving behind cherished 
moments for viewers. Led by Ashwathy Ash and 
Sameer Ahamathu, the show has captivated 
audiences since April 2023.111052423

From Gauahar Khan, Anushka Sen, Reem Sameer 
and others: TV celebs express their love and 
gratitude on Fathers Day 2024Global celebration 
of Father's Day on June 16th honors fathers and 
father figures for their love and support. 
Celebrities share heartfelt tributes on social 
media, expressing gratitude and memories. Arti 
Singh, Tina Datta, Anushka, Rithvik, and Anita 
Hassanandani post touching messages. Gauahar 
celebrates her husband's role as a father

Varsities don’t have 
Lokpals despite mandate

Ahmedabad. Last year, the University Grants Commission (UGC) 
had directed all universities in the country to appoint Lokpals or 
ombudsman and publish the details on their websites. A year later, 
four public universities — Saurashtra University, MS University, 
Gujarat Ayurveda University, and Swarnim Gujarat University — 
along with 108 state universities and over 47 private universities in 
Gujarat have not made appointments. Observing this, the UGC has 
reiterated its order for appointment of Lokpals.

Six private universities in the state have also not complied with the 
order. These are Anant National University, Gandhinagar University, 
Indus University, Karnavati University, Sarvajanik University and 
KN University.Sources said that as varsities frequently face 
difficulties in resolving complaints, the UGC had mandated setting 
up of grievance redressal centres a year ago and appointment of a 
Lokpal six months ago.After the UGC’s directive, the state’s 
education department instructed 14 state universities to to set up 
grievance redressal cells and appoint a nodal officer before the new 
academic session begins. Despite the implementation of a common 
act in the state, state universities have not adhered to the UGC’s 
directive, sources said.We also published the following articles 
recentlyAncient center of learning: Interesting facts about Nalanda 
universityPrime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the new 
campus of Nalanda University in Rajgir, Bihar, emphasizing its 
advanced infrastructure and symbolic rebirth of an ancient center of 
learning.'Nalanda University symbol of India's academic heritage', 
says PM Modi: Top quotesPrime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the new campus of Nalanda University in Bihar's Rajgir, 
emphasizing the historical and cultural significance of Nalanda.

Fire can't destroy knowledge: PM Modi at Nalanda university 
campusPM Modi inaugurated a new Nalanda University campus 
near the ancient ruins in Bihar's Rajgir. 

to Bombay Housing Board (BHB). societies issued eight separate notices to Mumbai. Bombay High Court has ruled 
Subsequently, BHB entered into 10 BMC and Mhada to complete the that common plots (utilities and 
separate building plot conveyances with acquisition of the plots reserved for amen i t i e s )  i n  Juhu  Vi l e  Pa r l e  
the societies. Later, three more various purposes such as a library, Development (JVPD) vest with 14 
conveyances  were  execu ted  in  playground, municipal retail market, DP housing societies, and not state housing 

Road, garden, recreation ground, authority Mhada.Justice Bharati 
among others.Upon receipt of the Dangre’s order early this week said 
purchase notices, acquisition Mhada has no right, title or interest in 
proceedings were commenced by these plots after execution of the 
the additional district collector for registered common plot conveyance 
the reserved common plots. In 2017, along with individual plot conveyances 
though, the acquisition proceedings was done in favour of the 14 
were suspended as BMC and Mhada societies.One of the societies had legally 
(formerly BHB) claimed the challenged Mhada’s claim over these 
common plots belonged to Mhada plots.JVPD today is an upscale 
and the co-owner societies were neighbourhood and home to Bollywood 
tenants.Subsequently, Vithalnagar producers, superstars, rich businessmen 
CHS Ltd, one of the co-owners, first and professionals.The ready reckoner 
approached Bombay High Court to rate for a plot in this area is about Rs 1-
decide on the ownership of the 1.5 lakh per square metre while the cost 
common plots.The court in its order of a residential flat is approximately Rs 1956.Upon execution of the conveyances, 

observed: “Since the corporation, 65,000 per square foot.Around 1950, govt BHB conveyed, sold and transferred the 
without raising the challenge to the of Bombay acquired about 223 acres for plots constituting the JVPD housing 
Deed of Conveyance and transfer of housing schemes in Juhu and Vile Parle scheme to the left bank of Irla Nullah 
land in favour of societies by the Board, on both banks of the Irla Nullah at the absolutely to each co-owner society for 
which act the Board indulged in with request of the Juhu Vile Parle consideration.The area was spread over 
prior permission from the Government Development Cooperative Housing six lakh square yards (123 acres) and the 
of Bombay. After the lapse of almost 64 Assoc ia t ion  Ltd .The  p la in t i ff s ,  societies paid Rs 60 lakh to BHB.BHB, 
years, it is not open for the corporation to Vithalnagar CHS Ltd, Juhu Vile Parle along with individual plots, had conveyed 
adopt such a stand premised on its own Cooperative Housing Association Ltd, common plots which included 18 amenity 
reading of deeming of vesting of the and others, said in 1951, govt issued an plots, 16 utility plots, 40 feet internal 
open lands in its favour once the scheme order for the development of the land, and roads, and canalization and creek of 
was completedhanded over the execution of the scheme JVPD.Between 2010 and 2011, the 14 

BTP uses AI drones to 
manage traffic

VILLUPURAM . PMK founder S Ramadoss on 
Thursday called for the resignation of Chief 
Minister M K Stalin and ministers Muthusamy and 
Velu, holding them responsible for the hooch 
tragedy deaths in Kallakurichi. He also sought the 
support of other parties to defeat the DMK in the 
Vikravandi by-election.

arrest anyone, Kallakurichi’s minister-in-charge Speaking at a press conference in Thailapuram, 
Velu and Rishivandhiyam MLA Vasantham 
Karthikeyan interfere and secure their release. The 
ruling party fully supports hooch sale and has strong 
connections with the sellers,” he alleged.Ramadoss 
also called for the prohibition of liquor in the state 
and urged the government to announce it in the 
assembly session.Touching on other important 
issues, Ramadoss said, “I have met the CM and 
urged him to conduct a caste-based census but he 
claims only the central government can do that. The 
state government must pressure the centre by 
passing a resolution in the assembly session for the 
same. Tamil Nadu MPs must voice this in parliament 

Ramadoss said, “The deaths show the failure of the and this way it can be achieved in a month.
state government and the police department. Last 

”Ramadoss alleged that the state government is year, 30 people died in similar tragedies at 
planning to stop the Magalir Urimai Thogai scheme Marakkanam of Villupuram and Madurantakam of 
for some beneficiaries by issuing new instructions to Chengalpattu. The government should have 
officials.We have formed working teams for the awakened then and taken steps to prevent hooch 
victory of our candidate in the Vikravandi by-sale.”He added that the collector initially claimed 
election. Soon, alliance party leaders and I will hooch was not the reason for the deaths but then had 
campaign there. The DMK’s defeat will start from to accept the truth after the death toll increased. “The 
this election, and for that, opposition parties must government did not take necessary measures to 
support our candidate in this by-poll,” Ramadoss control the sale of illicit liquor that is manufactured 
said.in Kalvarayan Hills round the clock. If the police 

ZRamadoss also called for the prohibition of  

liquor in the state and urged the government 

to announce it in the assembly session.

BENGALURU.To equip drones with advanced 
sensors for monitoring traffic flow, detecting 
congestion, and providing real-time data to 
enhance traffic management, the Bangalore 
Traffic Police (BTP) in collaboration with 
Nitte Meenakshi Institute of Technology 
(NMIT) launched the AI Drone Swarm 
Initiative.A drone swarm typically consists of 
multiple drones working in coordination, 
communicating with each other, and sharing 
information to achieve a common objective. 
These drones can be the same type or different, 
ranging from small quadcopters to larger 
fixed-wing drones.The drones were 
developed by 40 engineering students from 
NMIT under the guidance of Dassault System 
Foundation, which aims to push the 
boundaries of knowledge, and inspire a 
passion for engineering and science among 
young students at schools and universities.

Chief Guest MN Anucheth, Joint Commissioner 
of Police - Traffic, mentioned that these drones 
will enable the city traffic police to ticket 
vehicles for overspeeding on the airport road.

Discussing the technology’s impact on traffic 
systems, the senior official added that the 
technology will serve as one of the input tools 
for the ASTraM application, a smart traffic 
engine which offers comprehensive insights 
into the road traffic scenario.

Common JVPD plots belong to 14 hsg societies, not Mhada: HC Oppn parties in Tamil Nadu slam ‘lethargic 
response’ to illegal sale of  spurious liquor

CHENNAI. The CB-CID has started inquiry into w i l l  be  t aken  aga in s t  j u r i sd i c t i ona l  shifted out incumbent SR Senthil Kumar, asking 
the Kallakurichi hooch tragedy. An FIR booked by officers.Meanwhile, the state moved out two top him to report to the DGP’s office in Chennai.
the district police has been transferred to the officers heading the Enforcement Bureau which is Sources said DGP Shankar Jiwal sent out a directive 
agency.In the case filed based on a complaint by S responsible for cracking down on illicit liquor in to all district SPs to crackdown on any sale of 
Dhinakaran, police have named K Govindharaj, the state.Home Secretary P Amudha ordered the loose alcohol and conduct intensive prohibition 
his wife Vijaya and K Thamodhiran of transfer of Mahesh Kumar Aggarwal IPS, ADGP raids. District police officials have ben told to 
Karunapuram village as accused under sections heading the Enforcement Bureau (earlier known ensure that leftover methanol in factories or 
for culpable homicide not amounting to murder as Prohibition Enforcement Wing ), to the office of industries be properly accounted for and 
and TN prohibition Act. The three have been the DGP/Head of the Police Force in Chennai. destroyed and not given to anyone.
arrested.The FIR, citing the complainant, detailed A Arun, ADGP Law and Order, will be heading the The district police already have a Standard 
how the hooch sold by the accused led to the death Enforcement Bureau in place of Aggarwal. The Operating Procedure and intelligence collection 
of his father Sekar and several others in government also transferred G Gopi, DCP pn sale of illicit alcohol, which has been reiterated 
Karunapuram. A senior police official said action Kilpauk, as SP of the Enforcement Bureau and by the DGP, sources said.

Kallakurichi hooch tragedy: Ramadoss calls 
for resignation of  CM Stalin, two ministers
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closely with all nations to tackle this globalTHE Hardeep Singh Nijjar case continues to 
threat. The message to Canada was crystaldefine and undermine India-Canada relations, 
clear: don’t give pro-Khalistan elements awith the Canadian Parliament marking the first 
platform to target India.anniversary of his murder with a moment of 

After his recent meeting with Prime Ministersilence in the House of Commons on Tuesday. 
Narendra Modi in Italy, Trudeau said thatThe bilateral relationship has been in freefall 
there was an ‘alignment’ between the twoever since Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
nations on several ‘big issues’ and he saw anTrudeau dropped a bombshell in September last 
opportunity to engage with the new Indianyear, claiming that the alleged role of Indian 
government. This was seen as a significantgovernment agents in the Nijjar case was being 
step forward. However, the Canadian PMprobed. The radical Sikh leader, who had been 
has taken two steps backwards by lettingdesignated a terrorist by India’s National 
domestic political considerations worsen hisInvestigation Agency, was shot dead outside a 
country’s relationship with an old ally. Thisgurdwara in Surrey, British Columbia, on June 
is a perilous course being pursued by the18 last year. New Delhi has been pressing 
Canadian government. The relentlessOttawa to furnish concrete evidence of an 
appeasement of radicals will not only do‘Indian hand’, even as the Canadian police have 
irreparable damage to India-Canada ties butarrested four Indian nationals in connection evoked memories of the June 23, 1985, Kanishka 

also put a question mark over the Maple Country’swith the killing.In a sharp response to the commemoration bombing, while asserting that India stood at the forefront 
commitment to fighting terrorism and extremism.of Nijjar’s death, India’s Consulate General in Vancouver of countering the menace of terrorism and was working 

Need to shun the ‘bad 
apple’ theory

Inequality, joblessness a drag on India’s economic growth

(in Ireland) were able to end secessionist movements till 1977 owing allegiance to its movement, albeit under signed during the rule of Prime Minister Yitzak Rabin of FOR many hawks in India, extreme right-wing Israel has 
with means that were decidedly ‘un-Israeli’ in different names. Labour is predicated on an approach the Labour Party. Rabin was later assassinated by a been the role model of a decisive and aspirational 
approach.ndia and the UK had deployed militaristic based on Israel-Palestine peace talks, pragmatism in radicalised Jew. The dovish Rabin was formerly a religio-nationalist state. For them, the simplistic 
steel in the conflict region but had in parallel invested in foreign policy, welfare statism, and even relative decorated General of the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF), framework of ‘my enemy’s enemy is my friend’ works 
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  which had won wars and conducted subliminally in the spirit of majoritarianism.
accommodation and inclusivity, daring operations, yet he represented a Founding fathers of the ‘Idea of India’ were deeply 
allaying concerns of disgruntled moderate, restorative and statesmanlike sympathetic to the suffering of Jews but were 
citizens. These countries had face of Israeli politics.simultaneously opposed to the forcible usurpation of 
signed accords (Punjab Accord, The principal Opposition leader now is Arab lands, especially as Arabs were not responsible for 
1985; Mizoram Peace Accord, Benny Gantz, yet another retired General Jewish woes. Mahatma Gandhi had said, “Palestine 
1986; Good Friday Agreement, of the IDF and no longer part of the belongs to the Arab in the same sense that England 
1998) and patiently agreed to National Unity Government (formed after belongs to the English or France to the French. It is 
honour genuine grievances. It the October 7 attack). He, too, personally wrong and inhuman to impose Jews on the Arabs. What 
wasn’t an immediate return to and politically, eschews and disavows the is going on in Palestine today cannot be justified by any 
normalcy, but the sincerity of failed ‘Israeli way’ of Netanyahu. Though moral code of conduct.” Even foundationally, India was 
o u t r e a c h ,  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  Israel is still in the war mode and angry at partitioned between a nation based on religion 
r e d r e s s a l  a n d  p e r s i s t e n t  the Hamas attack, there is a huge (Pakistan) and the other based on secularism and 
engagement (despite many violent groundswell about the failed policies and inclusivity; hence, India could not make common cause 
disruptions and missteps) finally c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  N e t a n y a h u ’s  with yet another nation created in the name of religion 
won the day for India and the UK. counterproductive belligerence that (Israel).Zionism’s’ aggressive ethno-nationalism 

The Palestine-Israel violence has created a tinderbox-like situation and led fascinated the Hindu Mahasabha, as both sides possibly 
been continuing for decades. On to endless bloodshed. Israel was at its perceived a common enemy in the largest minority 
October 7 last year, Hamas carried most peaceful (relatively speaking) after denomination. This fascination overrode the inherent 
out a brutal terror attack, killing the signing of the Oslo Accords.contradiction of many Hindutva ideologues valourising 
over 1,400 Israelis, and then the Hitler’s Nazis, a pathological anathema to Jews or any Seeds of the Israeli template were sown by 
I s r a e l i s  r e t a l i a t e d  right-thinking individual. But today, when the legacy of the hawkish and warmongering Prime 
disproportionately by butchering the Mahatma itself is getting contested in India and the Minister Ariel Sharon, initially from 
over 36,000 Palestinians in the alternative persuasion is dominating, the reverence for Likud (he later formed the Kadima party), 
Gaza Strip. The Palestinian death the ‘Israeli way’ is understandable.This captivation who earned notoriety as the ‘Butcher of 
count is increasing by the day. extends to the Israeli handling of the insurgency in Beirut’. The Human Rights Watch 
Beyond the unending blame game, Palestine. There is a perceived ‘emulation worthiness’ of recognises him as a war criminal; Netanyahu has only moderation — whereas the ruling Likud party is 
the truth is that Israel has failed to guarantee security and the ‘Israeli way’ when contextualised to any societal worsened that construct of ‘muscular’ politics that aggressive to the point of being predatory, proudly anti-
peace despite its fabled ‘Israeli way’ — both sides have strife or disaffection in the Indian context. Hotspots such seems very impressive in the beginning but comes at a p e a c e ,  a g a i n s t  a  t w o - s t a t e  s o l u t i o n  a n d  
not beenmore polarised, hate-filled and vengeful in 78 as Manipur and Jammu & Kashmir seemingly need to be very heavy price in the long run. India must separate the exclusivist/majoritarian in instinct. PM Benjamin 
years.handled with Israeli methods (a euphemism for the wheat from the chaff and seek guidance from its own Netanyahu personifies Likud and the ‘Israeli way’ 

‘scorched earth’ approach). However, history is Perception of the hyper-muscular Israeli methods is winning ways of ending societal disaffection, as phenomenon by insisting that Israel is “not a state of all 
instructive — the Israeli style has been an unparallelled flawed, as Israeli history has witnessed many opposed to getting galvanised by failed and vacuous its citizens”, implicitly denying dignity to native Arab 
disaster in handling societal discontent. Only countries ideological differences. The principal Israeli party muscularity of the ‘Israeli way’, as there is no bravery, Palestinians, with whom the Oslo Peace Agreements 
like India (in states like Mizoram and Punjab) or the UK (Labour) once ruled the roost, with all Prime Ministers morality or constitutionality involved in it.  were signed in 1993 and 1995. The agreements were 

The Nijjar factor

LAST year’s crash involving three trains in 
Balasore, Odisha — which left 296 people dead 
and more than 1,000 injured — was attributed to 
human error. It was expected that this accident 
would make the Railways review its systems of 
operation and maintenance for enhancing safety, 
and specifically for minimising the possibility of 
accidents resulting from human error. That hope 
seems to have been belied.On the morning of June 
17, a goods train hit the stationary Kanchenjunga 
Express in West Bengal’s New Jalpaiguri, leaving 
10 dead and around 40 injured. Among those 
killed were the driver of the goods train and the 
guard of the express train. This accident, too, is 
being blamed on human error.Even as the 
Commissioner of Railway Safety’s statutory 
inquiry is in progress, we can try to piece together 
what happened from the information available in 
the public domain. It is now known that automatic 
signalling between Rangapani and Chatterhat 
stations failed at 5.50 am on June 17 due to 
lightning; this failure was communicated to the 
Signal Department at 6.05 am. As the snag was 
likely to be prolonged, the department, as per 
General and Subsidiary Rules, should have 
declared it as such, which would have changed 
the mode of working from the automatic block 
system to the absolute block system and perhaps 
avoided the accident. It is not known yet why this 
was not done.Consequently, the section contiued 
to work as per automatic signal rules, which 
authorise drivers to pass defective signals. Since 
automatic territory rules were in force, the drivers 
were required to follow the protocol for moving at 
a speed not exceeding 15 kmph after stopping for 
a minute at every red signal. Six trains followed 
this protocol, including the Kanchenjunga 
Express, but the container goods train did not do 
so, which led to the mishap.If the goods train 
driver had followed this instruction, he would 
have avoided the collision. Clearly, the speed of 
the goods train was well above 15 kmph. Loco 
drivers’ spokespersons are suggesting that the 
‘paper line clear’ (a ticket issued to the loco pilot) 
may have been unnecessary as drivers are 
allowed to cross red signals, whether defective or 
not, at cautious speeds as the whole purpose of 
automatic signalling is to squeeze as many trains 
as close to each other as possible. According to 
them, the ‘paper line clear’, if given, would have 
implied a situation where the driver need not have 
followed the normal protocol and proceeded at a 
normal speed. Apparently, there is ambiguity in 
the working rules of the new system of signalling 
(the automatic system, opposed to the absolute 
block system which permits only one train 
between two stations). Inadequate understanding 
of these rules among different categories of 
staffers could also have been a factor.

Why is it so difficult to curb accidents attributable 
to human error? Despite the efforts of the 
Railways to bring in new technologies for 
reducing human intervention, like the 
indigenously developed automatic train 
protection system Kavach — which prevents an 
accident resulting from the human error of 
passing a signal ‘at danger’ — the proportion of 
accidents linked to human lapses continues to 
hover around 50 per cent. If Kavach had been 
installed on the section concerned, it would have 
prevented the collision but could not have 
stopped the driver from making a mistake. The 
reason why it is so difficult to eliminate human 
error is because this is not the basic cause of the 
failure but a symptom of a deeper problem 
plaguing the system. This is something that the 
Railways has yet to recognise. It looks at human 
error through the prism of the ‘bad apple’ theory 
— it believes that the system is basically safe but 
for those few unreliable people in it who should 
be identified and made an example of. Getting rid 
of these people does not remove the problem 
because it is systemic, and there are always others 
to step into the shoes of the ‘bad apple’.To reduce 
accidents put down to human error, the railway 
top brass needs to recognise that identifying those 
responsible for the accident should not be the 
conclusion of the investigation but its starting 
point. The management should ask itself what 
factors led the employee to make the trade-off 
between safety and other goals. And how much of 
this could be the outcome of its own decisions. 
After all, all levels of the organisation have to 
negotiate multiple system goals, some of which 
may put undue pressure on those directly 
involved in running the train.

that country had jobless growth during 2003-04 and job- which expanded very fast in the initial years of post-CONSTRAINTS on India’s growth trajectory are not 
loss growth after 2012-13. The workforce being released reforms period, has been facing a squeeze now under the allowing its economic potential to be fully realised. 
from agriculture because of mechanisation is not being fast-rising cost of private education and healthcare at Consequently, the economy has been recording growth 
absorbed in industrial or service sectors. The quality of corporate hospitals. The working poor are in a dire rates much below the potential rate for a period spanning 
employment has also deteriorated with the replacement situation and deprived of quality education and more than a decade since 2011-12, excluding the Covid 
of regular jobs with contractual ones. affordable healthcare. The government’s commitment to years (2020-21 and 2021-22).

This has contributed to making the agrarian crisis serious, In the first half of the 20th century, the gross domestic providing free food to 80 crore people is indicative of the 
and, consequently, rural unrest in India has grown. product (GDP) of India grew at a rate of around 1 per alarming state of economic affairs. This is going to create 
Agriculture, which employs more than 44 per cent of the cent, which was matched by the growth rate of the a crisis of underconsumption and inadequacy of demand 
total workforce, is facing a crisis of survival for 84 per population, keeping the per capita income constant and that may push the economy towards a slowdown.

he fiscal and monetary policy has very low. For three decades (1950-51 to 
contributed to widening gaps in 1980-81), the GDP grew at an average 
income and wealth distribution. annual rate of 3.5 per cent, while the 
The major burden of taxation falls population grew at an annual rate of 2 per 
on common people via the GST, cent or more, marking slow growth in the 
while corporate income taxes have per capita income. But the 1980s observed a 
been lowered from 35 per cent to jump in the annual GDP growth rate from 
25 per cent. Business companies 3.5 per cent to 5.5 per cent, recording a 
have been given huge subsidies in period of accelerated growth rate. The 
the name of incentives. When 1990s brought a breakthrough in the form of 
corporates are not willing to share economic reforms that unlocked the growth 
their prosperity even with their potential. The economy recorded a growth 
employees, how can one expect rate of 8 per cent or above for nearly eight 
them to share it with common years between 2003-04 and 2010-11.

The high growth trajectory prompted several people, as borne out by a lack of 
economists to work out the potential growth adherence to the corporate social 
rate of the economy. Dani Rodrik and responsibility norms? A crude 
Arvind Subramanian (2004) projected a depiction of this was observed in 
potential growth rate of above 7 per cent up t h e  C o v i d  p e r i o d ,  w h e n  
to 2025. Tushar Poddar and Eva Yi (2007) companies refused to pay their 
predicted a potential growth rate of above 8 workers during the lockdown. 
per cent until 2020. C Rangarajan and DK And they were forced to trek 
Srivastava (2017) estimated it to be 8 per hundreds of kilometres to their 
cent to 8.1 per cent up to 2029-30. These villages in UP and Bihar. Several 
estimates indicate that the Indian economy among them died on the way back 

cent of the peasants. Unfortunately, the country has no has the potential to grow by around 8 per cent for the home.
employment policy in place. The youth unemployment is Along with burgeoning unemployment and widening medium and the long period. But this potential growth 
alarming at 22.84 per cent at the country level, but in income and wealth inequality, the problems related to rate could be achieved for only eight years between 2003 
certain states like Punjab and Kerala, it was nearing 30 climate change have been fast emerging on the scene. and 2010-11.Although the government claims that India 
per cent in 2022. This is why the youth of this country are Unseasonal rainfalls and floods have been common. This can become a $25-trillion economy by 2047, it seems to 
racing to immigrate, even to conflict zones like eastern is accompanied by a rise in the temperature amid a ignore the fact that the economy continues to perform 
Europe and West Asia. Without providing employment heatwave with an acute shortage of water, both for below its potential level. This is why efforts have not 
to youth, the country cannot take advantage of the drinking and irrigation. No one is serious enough to been made to identify the reasons behind the trend. This 
demographic dividend of the young population. prepare a roadmap to deal with pollution and water needs to be understood so that India is able to march 

Another constraint has been created by the fast-widening scarcity. This can create a crisis with ramifications for towards becoming a developed country.The post-2010-
income and wealth inequality. Less than 1 per cent of the agriculture production activities in the severely affected 11 period has thrown enough statistical evidence about 
individuals are able to corner more than 40 per cent of the areas.It is the right time to recognise the gravity of the constraints that the economy is facing in achieving 
national income while 50 per cent of the population has problems such as unemployment (especially among the the potential growth rate. The most formidable challenge 
just 13.1 per cent of income. The wealth distribution is youth), inequality of income and wealth, and is created by the burgeoning unemployment in the 
even more skewed than income distribution. The 50 per environmental degradation. The lack of proper attention country. The recent periodic labour force surveys have 
cent low-income population has only 5.9 per cent share to these issues would result in major constraints on the brought out that the country had the highest 
in the national wealth, while the top 1 per cent of the growth of the economy, and the projected targets would unemployment rate in the last 40 years in 2022 at 6.4 per 
population has a 40.5 per cent share. The middle class, prove to be a mere mirage for the country.cent, excluding the Covid years. This is due to the fact 

It is the right time to recognise the gravity of problems such as unemployment, inequality of income and wealth, and environmental degradation.

Canada pursuing a perilous course

Editorial

India must separate the wheat from the chaff and seek guidance from its own winning ways of ending societal disaffection.

The misplaced fixation with Israeli belligerence
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New Delhi:  Amid the rising Meanwhi le ,  the  cent re  
wheat prices, the Centre assured that the government 
stated on Thursday that it has has procured more wheat 
sufficient wheat stocks to for the central pool than last 
intervene in the market to year.
ensure the stability of y June 18, Centre had 
consumers in the country.A procured around 266 lakh 
meeting of the committee of metric tons (LMT) of wheat 
ministers was held on in  the  2024–25  rab i  
T h u r s d a y  u n d e r  t h e  marketing year, which 
chairmanship of Union began on April 1, slightly 
Minister of Home Affairs higher than 262 LMT in the 
and Cooperation Amit last year.
Shah.After the meeting, " A f t e r  m e e t i n g  t h e  news agency PTI reported.s of June 20, 
Amit Shah directed officials to keep a requirement for PDS and other welfare the average retail price of wheat was Rs 
close watch on the prices of wheat and schemes, which is approximately 184 30.99 per kg, an increase from Rs 28.95 
ensure to undertake suitable policy LMT, sufficient stock of wheat is per kg compared to last year. Similarly, 
interventions.According to the official available to undertake market the price of wheat flour rose to Rs 36.13 
data, wheat prices have spiked by up to interventions as and when required," per kg from Rs 34.29 per kg last year, 
Rs 2 per kilogram from a year ago, the Centre said. according to the data PTI reported.

NEET row: Accused Amit Anand with Bihar 
Deputy Chief  Minister, RJD shares pic

Centre says ample wheat stock available 
amid price surge, weighs intervention

from which those messages were New Delhi: A day after Bihar Deputy 
sent.He said, "It needs to be Chief Minister Vijay Kumar Sinha 
thoroughly probed. Why is the RJD claimed that the arrested prime 
l e a d e r  ( Te j a s h w i  P r a s a d )  suspect in the NEET "paper leak" is 
maintaining a stoic silence on linked to officials associated with 
this?"RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav, the 

party hit back with a photo of Reacting to Sinha's allegations, the 
another accused, Amit Anand, with RJD termed it as a "bundle of lies" 
Deputy Chief Minister Samrat and said the BJP leader is simply 
Choudhary.In an X post, the party trying to divert the attention of 25 Addressing a press conference on 
said the minister was being lakh NEET aspirants from their core Thursday, Sinha claimed that the 
felicitated by the accused, but has demand to cancel the exam held on official was in constant touch with 
deleted all his photos with him.The May 5.NEET-UG 2024, conducted Sikander Prasad Yadvendu, the 
main accused in the NEET exam by the National Testing Agency arrested prime accused in the 
paper leak scam with the Deputy (NTA), took place at 4,750 centres in case."The official associated with 
Chief Minister of Bihar," RJD 571 cities in which more than 24 lakh Y a d a v  u s e d  t o  a r r a n g e  
tweeted."The so called powerful candidates appeared. The results accommodation for Sikandar at guest 
minister who was felicitated by the were declared on June 4.However, houses in Patna and other places. I 
accused has deleted all his photos immediately after the results were have details of messages which the 
with him from his social media announced ,  s t uden t s  r a i s ed  official had sent to the persons 
handles, but don't worry, we have allegations of irregularities when 67 c o n c e r n e d  f o r  a r r a n g i n g  
them all.""Send this to your worried students achieved top scores, amidst accommodation for Sikandar," the 
counterparts the other Deputy Chief claims of question paper leaks in Deputy Chief Minister said.Sinha 
Minister," the party added. Bihar.claimed he has the mobile number 

Youth Congress protests 
outside Education Minister's 
residence over NEET 'paper 
leak'

Rise In Nighttime Warming Impacting Sleep 
Quality, Health In India: Report

its warmest night in at least 12 years, with 54, 31, 30, and 26 days added by New Delhi: With Mumbai seeing the 
the mercury touching 35.2 degrees climate change, respectively.Higher highest changes in the nighttime 
Celsius, says the India Meteorological nighttime temperaturs can cause temperatures, India continues to suffer a 
Department. This is the city's highest physiological discomfort and impact severe heatwave, a new analysis on 
minimum temperature since 1969. human health by preventing body Friday showed climate change added 

The analysis shows that nearly 50 to 80 temperature from cooling off during nearly 50 to 80 nights each year where the 
days each year were added above this the night, increasing mortality temperature exceeded 25 degrees 
threshold by climate change in cities risks.There is also a growing body of Celsius, with serious impacts on sleep 
across Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra, e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a s  n i g h t t i m e  and health.
Tamil Nadu, Punjab, Jammu and Climate change is leading to a rise in temperatures rise, it is adversely 
Kashmir, and Andhra Pradesh between nighttime warming, which is impacting affecting the quality and length of 
2018 and 2023.Among the metro cities, sleep quality and human health in India sleep.minimum temperatures exceeded 25 
Mumbai has seen the highest changes in Poor sleep adversely affects physical and and across the globe, said the analysis by degrees due to the influence of climate 
the nighttime temperatures, with the city mental health, cognitive functioning and C l i m a t e  C e n t r a l  a n d  C l i m a t e  change, including Jaipur, with an 
experiencing an additional 65 days of even life expectancy. Hot nights can have Trends.Nighttime temperatures have additional 19 hot nights attributable to 
w a r m e r  n i g h t s  d u e  t o  g l o b a l  disproportionate impacts on vulnerable increased even more rapidly than daytime climate change.Meanwhile, in both 
waming.West Bengal and Assam are the groups, including the elderly and people, temperatures as the world heats up due to observations and in the counterfactual 
regions that have been most impacted, who do not have access to proper cooling climate change, primarily caused by cl imate ,  the  night t ime summer 
with cities like Jalpaiguri, Guwahati, mechanisms.These findings come during burning fossil fuels like coal, oil, and gas. temperatures across India often exceed 

As one of the countries most vulnerable to Silchar,  Dibrugarh and Siliguri  a week that saw new records for 20 degrees over the entire summer 
the impacts of the climate crisis, India has experiencing between 80 and 86 nighttime heat in several Indian cities.On period.The cities that had the largest 
experienced a significant rise in additional days each year above the 25 June 19, Delhi shattered the all-time high number of days where the minimum 
minimum nighttime temperatures over degrees threshold due to climate change, minimum temperature record, with the temperature exceeded 20 degrees due to 
the last decade due to climate change.The on average.Several cities saw between 15 mercury reaching 35.2 degrees climate change are Gangtok, Darjeeling, 
national capital on June 18 experienced and 50 additional days where the overnight. Shimla, and Mysore, with an average of 

New Delhi: Six policemen were injured - disturbing 
videos showed one cop with a blood-stained 
uniform and a bloody handkerchief wrapped around 
his head - in Maharashtra's Jalgaon after a mob bent 
on extracting vigilante justice laid siege to a police 
station late Thursday night.

The protests followed the rape and murder of a minor 
girl last week.The cops had arrested the accused and 
brought him to the Jamner Police Station, after 
which a restive crowd gathered and began 
demanding the accused be handed over to them.By 
10 pm the crowd turned violent, throwing stones 
and setting a two-wheeler on fire. Videos seen by 
NDTV show the aftermath of the clash - a charred 
motorcycle and debris on the road.Sources said the 

police managed to disperse the mob with 
difficulty.The injured cops were admitted to a 
district hospital."15 people were detained for stone-
pelting and the public is urged not to take the law 
into their hands... the accused will get the harshest 
punishment," District Superintendent of Police 
Maheshwar Reddy,The trigger for last night's 
violence was the rape and murder of a six-year-old 
girl in Jamner, allegedly by a 35-year-old man - 
Subhash Imaji Bhil - who had been on the run till his 
arrest Thursday.Bhil had been hiding in Bhusawal, a 
small town approximately 30 km away.On being 
told of his hideout, local cops quickly reached the 
spot and arrested him, but a large crowd gathered 
then too. Fortunately there was no violence at that 
time.Mr Reddy had visited the spot then too and 
appealed for calm.

After the Jamner clash, however, a large number of 
security personnel have been deployed in the area 
and there is, for now, peace. The suspect will be 
produced in court later today.

After 6-Year-Old's Rape, 
Murder, Mob Targets Cops 
To Get Hands On Accused

Bhagwant Mann orders transfer of 10,000 
cops over nexus with drug peddlers

not solve the reigning drug menace in the stated that drugs were coming from New Delhi. Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant 
state.While there is no denying the fact Gujarat, which is under investigation.In Mann has ordered the transfer of at least 
that there are black sheep within the police 2023, the BSF and Punjab Police downed 10,000 police personnel in an unprecedented 
force, all cops are not corrupt. Similar or recovered 107 drones used for drug move to crack down on the drug menace in 
action was required in the jails, which transport. Drug seizures in Punjab have the state.Chief Minister Mann said that the 
have become dens of drugs. The increased fivefold over the past seven transfers were made because several police 
government should have first identified years, from 179 kg in 2017 to 1,346 kg in personnel were part of the drug pedlar nexus.
the tainted cops before ordering the 2023.He said that because of the nexus, many of the 
transfers," Shashi Kant said.While Officials stated that rising drug costs and accused have been let off the hook, and the 
confirming the transfer orders, Deputy seizures have led to a demand for cheaper, complaints against them had been ignored 
Inspector General (DIG) Border Range deadly, and spurious drugs.Over 280 drug for many years."Many of the Moharrir head 
Rakesh Kaushal said that linking the addicts have died in the past three years, constables (MHC), station house officers 
transfers with the drug problem is with 14 deaths in the past fortnight alone. Task Force (STF) and the intelligence wing (SHO), and constables have been stationed at 
wrong."The decision to order transfers was An affidavit submitted by the Punjab Police have prepared a list of 9,000 street-level the same police station for many years and 
made in 2020 but was delayed and is now to the Punjab and Haryana High Court states pedlars.have formed a nexus with the drug smugglers 
being implemented. These transfers are that drug overdoses claimed 159 lives in there. They manipulate the procedures to DRUG SMUGGLING NETWORK 
administrative and not related to the alleged 2022–23, 71 in 2021–22, and 36 in 2020–21.save the accused. I have asked the Director EXPANDS, HIKE IN DEATH RELATED 
involvement of cops in drug smuggling," Bathinda and Taran-Taran are the worst General of Police (DGP) to immediately TO DRUG OVERDOSE
said Rakesh Kaushal.Meanwhile, Punjab affected, with 38 and 30 deaths due to drug Despite the Punjab Police's claims of taking order mass transfers," Bhagwant Mann said.
DGP Gaurav Yadav has said that the police overdoses, respectively. Ferozepur reported strict action against drug smuggling,  major rejig within the police department left 
seized the properties owned by drug 19 deaths, Amritsar 17, and Ludhiana 14. criminals have expanded their networks. the cops fuming. Speaking with India Today, 
smugglers worth Rs 200 crore in the last two Other areas, including Batala, Hoshiarpur, Using drones and sea routes, smugglers are former Punjab DGP (Prisons) Shashi Kant 
years.Apart from identifying the 750 Kapurthala, and Khanna, also reported increasing drug supplies within the state. said that the state government's decision can 
hotspots, DGP Gaurav said that the State multiple deaths due to drug overdoses.Addressing the media, Bhagwant Mann backfire as merely transferring the cops will 

New Delhi:The Youth Congress on Thursday protested 
outside Union Education Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan's residence in New Delhi, citing discrepancies 
in the conduct of NEET and NET examinations. They 
demanded the examinations be cancelled promptly to 
ensure justice for the lakhs of students affected.Youth 
Congress National President Srinivas BV alleged that 
the exam "scam" not only cheats students but also 
betrays the country's future. He accused Pradhan of 
misleading the nation despite knowing that the NEET 
paper was not leaked."Dharmendra Pradhan should not 
only resign but also face rigorous questioning. There is 
no exam in the country without rigging. Students are 
expressing their frustrations on social media - 'Once 
again, government leakage'," he stated.

Youth Congress National Secretary Mohammed Shahid 
echoed concerns about "paper leaks, rigging, and 
corruption becoming commonplace in exams like 
NEET", questioning the National Testing Agency's 
integrity.The Indian Youth Congress urged the central 
government to promptly review exam-related issues, 
resolve complaints, initiate Supreme Court-supervised 
investigations, and ensure justice for students.

During the protest, Delhi Police detained numerous 
Youth Congress workers.Meanwhile, Minister 
Pradhan admitted the UGC-NET paper leak as an 
"institutional failure" of the NTA, announcing a high-
level committee to recommend reforms. He reassured 
addressing concerns of deserving NEET candidates 
who succeeded through hard work.The Union Minister 
added, isolated incidents of malpractices should not 
affect lakhs of students who cleared the examination 
rightfully.At a press conference here, Pradhan also 
appealed to the opposition parties not to politicise the 
issue and said strict action would be taken against those 
found guilty, including "top" officials of the NTA.

Chief Minister 
Mann said 
that the 
transfers were 
made because 
several police 
personnel were 
part of the 
drug pedlar 
nexus. 

Dead Rat Found In Sambar At 
Popular Ahmedabad 
Restaurant, Video Goes Viral
New Delhi: India's real-life culinary nightmare, after 

featuring a human finger and a centipede inside ice 
cream, continued with the discovery of a dead rat in a 
bowl of sambar in one of Ahmedabad's popular 
eateries. This shocking incident at Devi Dosa 
restaurant in Nikol follows closely on the heels of 
other recent distressing discoveries, including a live 
cobra found inside an Amazon package in Bengaluru. 

The latest incident unfolded when a customer at 
Ahmedabad's 
Dev i  Dosa  
f o o d  j o i n t  
r e p o r t e d  
finding a dead 
rat in their 
sambar. The 
c u s t o m e r  
informed the 
A m d a v a d  
M u n i c i p a l  
Corporation 
(AMC) and in 
response, the 
H e a l t h  
Department  
i s s u e d  a  

notice to the restaurant's owner citing severe health 
and hygiene violations.

Speaking to ANI, Bhavin Joshi, Food Safety Officer at 
the AMC, issued a stern appeal: "I appeal to all the 
business operators of Ahmedabad Corporation to be 
very careful with the food they serve to the customers 
so that such incidents can be avoided."The video of 
the customer showing the dead rat swimming in the 
sambar has gone viral on the internet, earning a lot of 
views. "Please I request food and drug department 
don't take money under the table and don't approve 
such hotels," a person commented on social media. 
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The suggestions 
included widening 
market access, 
providing tax 
incentives, and 
boosting fund 
allocations for NBFCs.

while the tsunami of millionaires that UAE remains the world’s number one NEW DELHI: New Delhi: 4,300 
fled Russia following the outbreak of destination for migrating millionaire. It millionaires projected to leave the 
the Ukraine war appears to be abating said that UAE is poised to welcome a country in 2024 -- compared to 5,100 
with only 1,000 projected to relocate record net inflow of 6,700 his year last year, the Henley Private Wealth 

alone. Among the reasons why Migration Report 2024, has 
UAE is the most preferred s a i d . T h e  r e p o r t  b y  t h e  
destination are the country's i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n v e s t m e n t  
zero income tax, golden visas, migration advisory firm said that 
luxury lifestyle, and strategic China is again on track to be the 
location. biggest millionaire loser globally, 

Sunita Singh-Dalal, Partner with an anticipated net exit of 
leading the Private Wealth & 15,200 HNWIs th is  year  
Family Offices at Hourani in (compared to 13,800 in 2023). 
Dubai points out in the report, India on the other hand has 
“the evolution and development stemmed its wealth exodus, 
o f  t h e  U A E ’ s  w e a l t h  dropping down to 3rd place after 
management ecosystem is t he  UK wi th  ju s t  4 ,300  
unprecedented. In less than 5 millionaires projected to leave 

this year (compared to 8,500 in 2022 years, the UAE has introduced a robust the country in 2024 (compared to 5,100 
and 2,800 in 2023), the report added. regulatory framework that provides the last year). 

Why Are Most Indian Millionaires South Korea’s HNWI flight is expected wealthy with a range of innovative 
Choosing UAE To Migrate?to rise with a forecast loss of 1,200 solutions to protect, preserve and 

The Henley & Partners report says that millionaires (compared to 800 in 2023) enhance their wealth.”

THESE Paytm Wallets To Be Closed From 20 July 2024 --
Check Important Notice By Paytm Payments Bank

Why Are Most Indian Millionaires 
Choosing UAE To Migrate? Explained

u/s 2(84) of the GST Act which states that regulations, a Related Party Transaction reflective of what would be charged to an New Delhi. The Goods and Services Tax 
persons shall be deemed to be related if encompasses any exchange of goods or independent, unrelated entity under (GST) marks a pivotal transformation in 
they fall under any of the categories services between affiliated entities, comparable circumstances.  This the landscape of taxation, fundamentally 
below:Officer or director of one business encompassing entities subject to common framework ensures the equitable and altering the way taxes are assessed and 
is the officer/ director of another business control or those where familial ties market-driven valuation of transactions, collected. Enacted to establish a unified 

influence management or ownership. The thereby mitigating the risk of tax evasion tax regime, GST consolidates a multitude Businesses legally recognized as partners
through manipulative transfer pricing of indirect taxes into a cohesive An employer and an employeeAny person 
practices.Even in the absence of framework.Delving into its intricacies, who holds at least 25% of shares in 
tangible consideration, Schedule I of the particularly concerning Related Party another company, either directly or 
GST Law mandates their taxation based Transac t ions ,  ho lds  pa ramoun t  indirectlyOne of them controls the other 
on the open market value. This concept, importance for businesses endeavouring directly or indirectlyThey are under 
while theoretically sound, introduces to navigate the realms of regulatory common control or managementThe 
practical complexities. Determining the compliance and financial prudence entities together control another 
open market value for related party effectively. entityThe promoters or managerial 
transactions is no simple feat. GST implementation & Objectives: persons are members of the same 
Subjectivity and potential disputes familyPersons include a legal person Introduced in India in July 2017, GST 
cloud the process.who can be individuals, HUF, a amalgamates an array of levies such as 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C h a l l e n g e s  f o r  company, a firm, an LLP, a cooperative Value Added Tax (VAT), Service Tax, and 
Businesses:society, a body of individuals, a local Excise Duty into a singular tax structure. 

taxation of Related Party Transactions authority, a government, or an artificial The imposition of GST on related party This sweeping reform aimed at 
under GST is contingent upon the nature juridical person. It also includes entities transactions introduces considerable eradicating the cascading effect of 
of the transaction and the relational incorporated outside India. Persons who administrative challenges for businesses. multiple taxes, fostering the creation of a 
dynamics between the involved entities.are associated with one another’s Key points include:Meticulous Tracking more integrated and harmonized national 

Valuation & Documentation Challenges:business or are a sole agent or sole and Documentation: Companies must market.For businesses, this monumental 
The GST implications concerning Related distributor or sole concessionaire shall be diligently monitor and record all intra-shift necessitated a comprehensive 

Party Transactions predominantly deemed to be related. group transactions to comply with GST restructuring of their tax reporting and 
revolve around the valuation and regulations. This involves maintaining compliance apparatus, ushering in a new Taxation of Related Party Transactions:In 
documentation of these transactions. It is detailed records of transaction values, era of fiscal governance.Definition and the realm of Related Party Transactions 
imperative that such transactions are parties involved, and the nature of each S c o p e  o f  R e l a t e d  P a r t y  within the ambit of GST, precision is 
valued at an 'Arm's Length Price' – a price transaction.Transactions:Related persons are defined paramount. In accordance with GST 

GST dilemma: The burden of related party transactions

Pre-budget meet: Fin sector seeks stable tax 
policy on capital gains, sec transactions

RBI regard ing  excess ive  bank 
dependency. NBFCs are seeking clarity 
on GST for loans and servce charges, he 
said.

Meanwhile, asset management companies 
discussed issues concerning GIFT City 
and strategies to retain capital within the 
country. In an another meeting, Vivek 
Jalan, Chairman of National Fiscal 
Affairs and Taxation Committee, Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
suggested that the expenditure on 
scientific research should be incentivised 
so that Indian corporate spend more on 
R&D expenditure to manufacture 
indigenous products.

NEW DELHI: Financial industry leaders , To streamline the reconciliation process 
in the second pre-budget meet held on under income tax, he proposed to link 
Thursday, sought for stable and long- PAN and TAN, akin to the PAN-Aadhaar 

capital within the country, particularly in MD of Muthoot Group, highlighted the term tax policies on capital gains tax, linkage. He also requested to remove the 
relation to GIFT City.Arun Kohli, MD need for widening the market and shares transactions, and clarity on requirement for payers to issue TDS/TCS 
and country head of Morgan Stanley p r o v i d i n g  t a x  i n c e n t i v e s  t o  GST.The suggestions included widening certificates and consider prescribing 
India, emphasised the importance of companies.Raman Agarwal, FIDC market access, providing tax incentives, Form 26AS (generated through secure 
stable and long-term tax policies. Experts director, suggested increasing funds and boosting fund allocations for safeguards). He also proposed to cover 
also shared insights on capital gains tax allocation from SIDBI and NABARD to NBFCs. Discussions touched on GST the cases of excess payment of custom 
and taxes related to the purchase and sale refinance NBFCs, considering the rise in implications for loans and service duty, resulting in refund to the importers 
of shares. George Alexander Muthoot, NBFC loans and concerns raised by the charges, as well as strategies to maintain under faceless e-assessment.

NEW DELHI: Capital markets regulator SEBI 
(Securities and Exchange Board of India) has 
given green light to the country’s largest 
electric two-wheeler maker - Ola Electric - for 
launching an initial public offering (IPO). This 
would be the first when an EV start-up will be 
listed on the bourses.

Ola Electric’s IPO is a combination of a fresh 
issue of equity shares up to Rs 5,500 crore and 
an offer for sale (OFS) of 9.52 crore equity 
shares by promoters and investors, as per draft 
red herring prospectus (DRHP) which was 
filed with SEBI in December 2023. The 
company will be aiming for a valuation of 
approximately $6 billion through its IPO.The 
company’s promoter Bhavish Aggarwal will 
offload 4.7 crore shares through the OFS in the 
IPO, which is 50% of the total OFS. SoftBank 
Vision Fund and Tiger Global, among other 
investors, will participate in the OFS. Ola 
Electric has exercised the option to raise Rs 
1,000 crore through the pre-IPO placement, 
and in that case, the fresh issue size will be 
reduced to that extent.

Ola Electric said they will be launchin a slew of 
new products, including new electric 
motorcycles, in the coming financial year. “We 
expect to begin delivery of motorcycles in the 
first half of fiscal 2026…We plan to further 
expand our product portfolio to cover mass-
market motorcycles, targeting a wider range of 
consumers across product types and price 
points in the long term,” it said in the draft 
papers.

Currently, the SoftBank-backed company 
competes with Bajaj Auto and TVS Motor and 
three electric scooters - S1 Pro, S1 Air, and S1 
X - in its portfolio. As per DHRP, proceeds 
from the fresh issue will be used for capex to be 
incurred by the subsidiary, OCT for the Ola 
Gigafactory project, payment of debt by 
subsidiary OET, investment into research and 
product development, expenditure for organic 
gro initiatives and general corporate purposes.

The company’s revenue grew in FY23 to Rs 
2,630.9 crore as against just Rs 373.4 crore in 
the previous fiscal. It, however, reported a loss 
of Rs 1,472 crore in FY23 as against a loss of Rs 
784.1 crore in FY22. Sebi has also approved.

SEBI approves Rs 5,500 
cr IPO of  electric 2-

wheeler manufacturer 
Ola Electric

deposits or allowing credit transactions partner banks, or refunds are permitted New Delhi: Paytm Payments Bank has 
after March 15, 2024.Customers have to be credited. Withdrawal/debit said that certain types of wallets will be 
been barred to deposit or add money to mandates through automatic UPI closed with effect from 20th July.In a 
y o u r  P a y t m  P a y m e n t s  B a n k  mandates, NACH mandates, EMIs, notice on its website, Paytm Payments 

will also continue to get Bank has announced the 
executed till there is balance dates for Closure of 
available in your account.inactive Paytm Payments 

The directive does not impact your Bank wallets with nil 
existing balances in Account or balance.
Wallet and your money is safe Please note that all wallets 
with your Bank," says PPBL in which do not have any 
its FAQs section.transactions for the last 1 

year or more and have nil How to close Paytm Wallet?
You can close the Paytm Payments balance, shall be closed 

B a n k  Wa l l e t  ( M i n i m u m  w.e.f. July 20th, 2024. 
KYC/Full-KYC) by following Communication will be 
the below mentioned steps:Go sent to all impacted users 
to the Paytm Payments Bank and users will be given 30 

Wallet section on the Paytm AppClick Account/Wallet after March 15, 2024. days' notice period, before closing their 
on "Need help with non-order related However, there is no restriction on wallet," said the PPBL notice.
queries"Click on "I want to close my withdrawal of money from your Notably, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
Wallet".existing balance even after March 15, had in March issued a directive 

Your Wallet will be closed within 2 2024. restricting Paytm Payments Bank 
working days.Interest, cashbacks, sweep-ins from Account/Wallet from accepting new 

Flipkart Minutes, 15-Minute 
Delivery Vertical Entering 
Market: Reports

New Delhi: The quick commerce market in India that is 
currently dominated by Zomato-owned Blinkit, Zepto, 
and Swiggy owned Instamart will most likely have a 
new entrant -- Flipkart Minutes --as per media reports.

An exclusive report filed by Business Today has said that 
Walmart-owned Flipkart is eying the quick commerce 
market with its upcoming vertical Flipkart Minutes that 
will deliver goods in 15-minutes. BT, quoting sources 
said that Flipkart Minutes could be launched as early as 
middle of July.

Flipkart had in 2020 announced the launch of its 
hyperlocal delivery service 'Flipkart Quick' enabling 

customers to receive grocery, fresh vegetables, meat 
and mobile phones in 90 minutes. In a bid to compete 
against Amazon Fresh and Dunzo, Flipkart Quick was 
to debut in select locations in Bengaluru. However, the 
attempt did not take off as planned.

In related news, ASK Private Wealth Hurun India Future 
Unicorn Index 2024 was released yesterday that said 
that 25 future Unicorns, 5 Gazelles, and  20 Cheetahs 
dropped out of the index list. Zepto, Porter, and Incred 
Finance achieved unicorn status, while Dunzo among 
17 others made exits of future Unicorns Index.

NEW DELHI. lya Sutskever, one of the founders of 
OpenAI who was involved in a failed effort to push 
out CEO Sam Altman, said he’s starting a safety-
focused artificial intelligence company. Sutskever, a 
respected AI researcher who left the ChatGPT maker 
last month, said in a social media post on Wednesday 
that he’s created Safe Superintelligence Inc. with two 
co-founders. The company’s only goal and focus is 
safely developing “superintelligence” – a reference 
to AI systems that are smarter than humans.The 
company vowed not to be distracted by 
“management overhead or product cycles”, and 
under its business model, work on safety and security 
would be “insulated from short-term commercial 
pressures”, Sutskever and his co-founders Daniel 
Gross and Daniel Levy said in a prepared 
statement.The three said Safe Superintelligence is an 
American company with roots in Palo Alto, 
California, and Tel Aviv, “where we have deep roots 
and the ability to recruit top technical talent”.

utskever was part of a group that made an unsuccessful 
attempt last year to oust Altman. The boardroom 
shakeup, which Sutskever later said he regretted, 
also led to a period of internal turmoil centred on 
whether leaders at OpenAI were prioritising business 
opportunities over AI safety.At OpenAI, Sutskever 
jointly led a team focused on safely developing 
better-than-human AI known as artificial general 
intelligence, or AGI. When he left OpenAI, he said 
that he had plans for a “very personally meaningful” 
project, but offered no details.

Days after his departure, his team co-leader Jan Leike 
also resigned and levelled criticism at OpenAI for 
letting safety “take a backseat to shiny products”. 
OpenAI later announced the formation of a safety 
and security committee, but it’s been filled mainly 
with company insiders.

OpenAI Founder Sutskever 
Sets Up New AI Company 
Devoted to 'Safe 
Superintelligence'

NEW DELHI. PhonePe, Cred, BillDesk and Infibeam 
Avenues are some of the major fintechs that will be 
affected after the RBI’s latest regulation requiring credit 
card bill payments to be routed through a centralised 
billing network comes into force from July 1, according 
to an Economic Times report.The Reserve Bank of 
India earlier directed that all credit card payments must 
be processed through the Bharat Bill Payment System 
(BBPS) after June 30.So far, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank 
and Axis Bank have not activated BBPS. These banks 
have issued a combined over 5 crore credit cards to 
customers.As these lenders have not yet complied with 
the directions, fintechs like PhonePe and Cred, which 
are already members of BBPS, will also not be able to 
process payments on credit card dues for them after 
June 30. So, lenders need to comply with the RBI norms 
till June 30 for these fintech to operate seamlessly.

“The payments industry has sought extension of the 
deadline by 90 days,” the chief of a major payments 
firm quoted by Economic Times as saying.Currently, 
according to the ET report, only eight banks have 
activated bill payments on BBPS, as against a total o 34 
banks that are allowed to issue credit cards.The lenders 
who have activated BBPS include SBI Card, BoB Card, 
IndusInd Bank, Federal Bank, and Kotak Mahindra 
Bank.

Why Has RBI Mandated Centralised Payment of 
Credit Cards?

Industry players said that it aims to provide the RBI with 
better visibility on payment trends, apart from allowing 
the central bank to track and resolve fraudulent 
transactions.

Credit Card Bill Payments Via 
Cred, BillDesk, PhonePe To Be 
Stopped After June 30, If...
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