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14 Naxalites, including
11 with cumulative

bounty of Rs 41 lakh

Sanjay Kumar

Bijapur, May 13: 14
Naxalites, including 11 car-
rying a cumulative bounty
of Rs 41 lakh on their heads,
were arrested in
Chhattigarh’s Bijapur dis-
trict, a police official said on
Monday. These ultras, com-
prising six women and
eight men, were part of the
outlawed Left Wing move-
ment’s ‘military company
number 2’ and ‘Gangaloor
area committee’, the official
said. They were held on
Sunday from forests of
Mutvendi and Pidia villages
under Gangaloor police sta-
tion limits by a joint team of
the District Reserve Guard
and district police, a state-

each,”

Sharmila

the

tary company number 2,
and Mangli
Gangaloor area committee
with reward of Rs 8 lakh
the release said.
“Gangaloor area committee
members Bichchem Uika,

Lakshmi Tati were carrying
rewards of Rs 5 lakh each.
Four cadres were having
bounties of Rs 2 lakh each
and two had rewards of Rs 1
lakh each,” it added. Based
on their questioning, four
tiffin bombs, two cooker
bombs, detonators, cordex
wire, gelatin sticks, fire-
crackers and other Maoists-
related materials concealed
by them were recovered,
release

Avlam of

Simmi Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, May 13: A voter turnout of
more than 62 per cent was recorded on
Monday in the fourth phase of the Lok
Sabha polls in 96 constituencies spread
over 10 states and Union Territories amid
incidents of violence in Andhra Pradesh
and West Bengal. According to the
Election Commission, a voting percentage
of 62.31 was recorded till 5 pm. The voting
will continue till 6 pm. Jammu and Kashmir
witnessed the lowest voting percentage till
5 pm with 35.75 per cent of voters exercis-
ing their franchise, while West Bengal
recorded the highest with 75.66 per cent.
Among other states, Andhra Pradesh
recorded 68.04 per cent polling, Bihar
54.14 per cent, Jharkhand 63.14 per cent,
Madhya Pradesh 68.01 per cent,

Kursam and

said.

their faces to compare with the photo iden-
tity cards. In Andhra Pradesh,
the TDP and YSRCP traded
charges and accused each other
of resorting to violence, espe-
cially in Palnadu, Kadapa and
Annamayya districts.
also wrote to the EC, alleging
poll code violations by rival TDP
in several assembly segments,
including  Vemuru,
Icchapuram,
Macherla,

Palakonda and Pedakurapaudu.
Polling for 175 Assembly seats |,
and 25 Lok Sabha constituen- i\
cies in the coastal state is taking

place
YSRCP alleged that TDP leaders captured

YSRCP

Darsi,
Kuppam,
Markapuram,

simultaneously. The [

ment, police said, adding the voter also

asking burqga-clad women voters to show Tenali MLA A Shiva Kumar allegedly man-
handled a voter in Tenali following an argu-

Lok Sabha elections 2024 Phase 4:
Over 62 per cent turnout

The YSRCP alleged that party agent
Suresh Reddy was stabbed at Mandi

Krishnapuram  village in
Chittoor's Gudipala mandal. It
- also alleged that TDP support-
| ers attacked party member B
= Anji Reddy at Aravallipadu in
<~ | the Darsi constituency. TDP
= I MLC Mohammed Ahmed
o Shariff wrote a letter to Chief
Electoral Officer Mukesh
Kumar Meena, complaining
{ about alleged attacks by YSRCP
cadres on TDP supporters at
Rentala village in Rentichintala
mandal of Palnadu district. TDP
activists allegedly damaged the
vehicle of senior YSRCP leader
Nandigam Suresh, the YSRCP

said in a statement. It further alleged that

Maharashtra 52.49 per cent, Odisha 62.96
per cent, Telangana 61.16 per cent and
Uttar Pradesh 56.35 per cent. BJP candi-
date in Telangana's Hyderabad Lok Sabha
seat K Madhavi Latha was booked by elec-
tion authorities after a video clip surfaced
online in which she was purportedly seen

Incidentally, security forces
had gunned 12 Naxalites in
a 12-hour long operation in
the forests of Pidia village
on May 10 and had rounded
up several persons from the
site on suspicion.

five polling booths in the Vemuru con-
stituency as it requested additional police
forces and immediate action. The ruling
party also claimed that the polling officer
of booth number 57 in Kuppam colluded
with the opposition TDP leaders to allow
them to rig elections. YSRCP leader and

Haven't received anything
worthy of being probed

by Indian agencies
Mumbai, May 13: India has not received

ment from Bijapur police
said. “Eleven of the 14
Naxalites were carrying
cumulative reward of Rs 41
lakh. These include Renu
Kovasi, a member of mili-

Kodur

Supreme Court notice to Himachal Pradesh
High Court on plea of two district judges
questioning HC collegium picks

New Delhi, May 13: The Supreme Court on

retaliated. At Dalavaipalli village in Railway
constituency,
destroyed while cars belonging to the rul-
ing party and TDP were damaged, a police
official said. A TDP agent was attacked at
Nakkaladinne village in Myduruku con-
stituency, leading to his hospitalisation.

TDP supporters attacked party member B
Anji Reddy at Aravallipadu in the Darsi con-
stituency, resulting in a head injury.
Meanwhile, TDP supremo Chandrababu
Naidu alleged that there was “no peaceful
atmosphere in the state for people to exer-
cise their franchise”.

an EVM was

Congress' 'guarantees' will help
change lives of women: Sonia Gandhi

Monday sought a response from the registrar gener-
al of the Himachal Pradesh High Court on a plea of
two senior most district and sessions judges alleging
that their merit and seniority were not considered by
the high court collegium in selection of names for
HC judgeship. A bench comprising justices

anything which is specific and worthy of being
pursued by its probe agencies, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on Monday said over a
fourth arrest made by Canada in the killing of
Khalistan separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar.
Jaishankar said New Delhi is open to an inves-

Navdeep Singh Sahni

New Delhi, May 13: Congress parlia-
mentary party chairperson Sonia Gandhi
on Monday assured people that the
"guarantees" listed by the party in its

woman from a poor family," she said in
her message, an appeal to people voting
in the ongoing fourth round of the seven-
phase general elections to support the
Congress. Sonia Gandhi said the

Information, Right to Education or
through schemes like Food Security, the
Congress party has empowered millions
of Indians. The 'Mahalakshmi' is the lat-
est guarantee to take our work forward,"
Sonia Gandhi said. "In this difficult time,

Lok Sabha poll manifesto will change
their circumstances in this "difficult
time". In a video message, which was
shared by the Congress on social *#
media, she said women of the coun-
try are facing tough times in the
wake of a "severe crisis" and the
party's 'Mahalakshmi scheme' for
them will help change their lives.
"My dear sisters, women have made
a huge contribution, from the free-
dom struggle to the creation of mod-
ern India. However, today our women
are facing a crisis amid severe infla-

tigation if Ottawa has any evidence or informa-
tion related to any violence which is relevant to
be investigated in India. ""We have not received
anything which is specific and worthy of being
pursued by our investigative agencies and [ am
not aware that anything has changed in the last
few days in that regard," the minister said in
response to a question during a press confer-

Hrishikesh Roy and Prashant Kumar Mishra took
note of the submissions of senior advocate Arvind
Datar, appearing for the two district and sessions
judges, that the judicial officers, who are junior to
them, had been recommended for the high court
judgeship under the in-service quota. The petition
was filed by Chirag Bhanu Singh and Arvind
Malhotra, who are presently serving as the district | epce here. As a consular practice, it is informed
and sessions judges at Bilaspur and Solan, respec- to the government or the embassy of the coun-

— try of origin when arrests of foreign nationals
are made, Jaishankar said. Nijjar, 45, was killed
outside Guru Nanak gurdwara in Surrey,
British Columbia, on June 18, 2023. A fourth

Congress' "guarantees" have already

I want to assure you that the hand of
Congress is with you and this hand
will change your circumstances.
Thank you. Jai Hind," the former
Congress president said, referring to
her party's symbol. Her appeal was
shared by  Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge, former party
president Rahul Gandhi and party
general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
| Vadra on their X handles. Rahul
Gandhi, while sharing his mother's
message, said, "Women from poor
(A families remember - your one vote is

unblemished records,”

names of other judicial officers.

tively in the state, alleging non-consideration of their
names by the high court collegium for the judgeship.
The senior lawyer referred to a collegium resolution
of January 4, 2024 of the apex court and the subse-
quent communication of the Union Ministry of Law
and Justice to the Himachal Pradesh High Court and
said that as per these, the names of the petitioner
judicial officers should have been considered by the
high court collegium. “The petitioners are the senior
most judicial officers in the state and they have
Datar said. The plea ques-
tioned the selection process of the judicial officers by
the high court collegiums for elevation to as HC
judges and said their merit and seniority were
ignored despite the issue being specifically referred
to in the apex court collegium's resolution. The plea
said the apex court collegium's decision to send their
names for reconsideration by the HC collegiums was
followed by a communication from Union law minis-
ter to the Chief Justice of the high court urging him
to reconsider the names of the petitioner judicial offi-
cers. It alleged that the high court collegiums did not
consider these and proceeded to deliberate upon

Indian national has been arrested by Canadian
authorities in connection with the Killing of
Nijjar, a week after police arrested three
Indians linked with the high-profile case that
has severely strained India's relations with
Canada.

Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, May 13: The Supreme
Court on Monday issued notice to the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) on former
Jharkhand Chief Minister and JMM
leader Hemant Soren’s petition chal-
lenging his arrest in a money-launder-
ing case linked to a land scam. A Bench
of Justice Sanjiv Khanna and Justice
Dipankar Datta asked the ED to §
respond to Soren’s petition by May 17,
the next date of hearing. Initially, the
Bench was not inclined to take up the
matter before May 20 but it agreed to
list it on May 17 after senior counsel
Kapil Sibal submitted on behalf of
Soren that the whole exercise would
become infructuous if there was delay
in deciding the petition as the Lok’
Sabha election would be over. Sibal A
sought to emphasise that Soren’s prayer
for release was covered by the top court’s
May 10 order granting a three-week

Naresh Malhotra

Bengaluru, May 13: A Special Court
for Elected Representatives on Monday
granted bail to JD(S) MLA H D
Revanna in connection with a kidnap
case. The 66-year-old former Minister
was arrested by the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) in an alleged
case of abduction of a woman, linked to
the allegations of sexual abuse of
women by his son and Hassan MP
Prajwal Revanna, on May 4. The special
court judge Santhosh Gajanan Bhat
heard the matter and granted condition-
al bail to Revanna. While granting the
bail, the court invoked conditions, as
per which Revanna will be given bail
upon executing Rs 5 lakh bond, he
shouldn't be allowed to leave the coun-
try, and he should not try to influence
the victim or other related parties to the
case. According to sources, he is likely
to be released from prison on Tuesday.
Revanna's three-day police custody

ended on May 8, following which he
was produced in the XVII Additional
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
Court, which remanded him to
seven days' judicial custody, till
May 14. The case was registered
following a complaint by the
woman's son, who alleged that
his mother was sexually abused
by Revanna's son Prajwal. The
woman was allegedly abducted
to prevent her from testifying
against Prajwal, police sources [
have said. The SIT has also
secured the custody of Revanna's

tion. To do justice to their hard work

and penance, the Congress has come up
with a revolutionary guarantee," Sonia
Gandhi said. "The Congress'
'Mahalakshmi' scheme guarantees that

changed the lives of crores of families in
Karnataka and Telangana, where it has
also implemented the scheme. The
Congress is in power in these two south-
ern states. "Be it MGNREGA, Right to

equal to Rs 1 lakh annually in your
account.” "The Congress' 'Mahalaxmi'
scheme is going to be a lifesaver for
women struggling amid terrible inflation
and unemployment.

SC issues notice to ED on ex-Jharkhand
CM Hemant Soren’s petition

interim bail to Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal to campaign in the ongo-
ing Lok Sabha polls. Polling for 14 Lok
Sabha seats in Jharkhand is scheduled to
be held in four phases ~ May 13 (4 seats),
May 20 (3 seats), May 25 (4 seats) and

June 1 (three seats). Earlier, Justice
Khanna asked Sibal if Soren was in pos-
session of the land in question. "I was

never in possession of the land...

JD(S) MLLA HD Revanna granted bail in
kidnap case by Bengaluru court

Revanna engaged senior counsel C V
Nagesh for his bail plea, Special Public

we will give Rs 1 lakh every year to a

Class 10, 12 supplementary exams
to be conducted from July 15: CBSE

New Delhi, May 13:The supplementary
exams for classes 10 and 12 will be conducted from
July 15, Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) officials announced on Monday. Over 1.32
lakh candidates have been placed in the supple-
mentary category or compartment in class 10,
while the number of such candidates in class 12 is
over 1.22 lakh. Based on National Education
Policy, 2020 recommendations, the CBSE had last
year changed the nomenclature of the compart-
ment examination to supplementary examination.
According to CBSE Examination Controller
Sanyam Bhardwaj, class 12 students will be
allowed to improve their performance in one sub-
jectin the supplementary examination and class 10
students will be allowed to improve their perform-
ance in two subjects in the supplementary exami-
nation. “Three categones of students will be ehgl-
ble to appear in the supplementary examina-
tions—class 10 students who were unable to pass
two subjects and class 12 students who were
unable to pass one subject and were placed in com-
partment category; students who were declared
pass by replacing sixth or seventh subject; and
class 10 and 12 students who were declared pass
but wish to improve their performance in two and
one subject respectively,” Bhardwaj said.

Scattered incidents of
violence mar 4th 1phase polling
in Bengal: Dilip Ghosh

Kolkata, May 13: Scattered Stones were hurled at his convoy,
incidents of violence marred the following which some of the cars
fourth phase of Lok Sabha polls of the security personnel tailing
in the eight parliamentary con- his convoy were damaged. Ghosh
stituencies of West Bengal on was also heckled by the TMC
Monday as TMC and BJP work- activists, sources claimed. “Police
ers clashed in various parts of vio- are just mute spectators. The
lence-hit Birbhum and TMC has let loose a reign of ter-
Bardhaman-Durgapur seats. ror. Since morning, TMC goons
Although the poll panel claimed have beaten up our polling agents
that voting has been peaceful so and are not allowing polling to be
far, it said it had received 1,700 free and fair,” Ghosh told
complaints till 1 pm from differ- reporters. Ghosh's convoy was
ent political parties alleging EVM  again attacked at Kalna gate in
malfunctioning and agents being Bardhaman-Durgapur constituen-
stopped from entering booths. cy. Ghosh said he had gone to a
Clashes broke out between sup- booth there following allegations
porters of TMC and BJP in of TMC not allowing BJP's booth
Monteswar's Susunia area of agents. Bricks were pelted at his

nothing to do with the land. This state-
ment can be recorded," Sibal told the
Bench. Soren has challenged the May 3
order of the Jharkhand High Court dis-
missing his petition against the arrest.
He has also sought interim bail for cam-
&8 paigning in the Lok Sabha election till
the court delivers its verdict on his
plea against arrest. Soren was arrested
on January 31 in the case after he
resigned as Jharkhand chief minister,
and party loyalist and state transport
minister Champai Soren was named
his successor. Soren is lodged in judi-
cial custody at the Birsa Munda
Central Jail in Ranchi. The ED has
alleged that “huge amounts of pro-
ceeds of crime” were generated by
Soren through manipulation of official
records by showing dummy sellers
and purchasers in the guise of
forged/bogus documents to acquire
huge parcels of land having value in
crores of rupees.

I have

tered it by saying, SIT recorded state-
ments both under CrPC sections 161
(examination of witnesses by
police) and 164 (statements
recorded by Magistrate) and the
8 victim has given a statement
against Revanna. The SIT advo-
cates also argued that the bail
application was moved when the
accused was already in custody
and hence the matter is not main-
tainable. However, the Judge dif-
fered with this argument and
said “.....you please argue on the
merit of the case.” Nagesh fur-
ther added that the victim's son

confidant Sathish Babanna in
connection with the case. The k
SIT arrested Babanna on May 3 and
subsequently rescued the woman
allegedly from a farmhouse in
Mysuru's Hunsur taluk on May 4,
hours before the arrest of Revanna
from his father and former PM H D
Deve Gowda's residence in
Bengaluru's Padmanabhanagar. While

Prosecutor Jaina Kothari and
Additional Public Prosecutor Ashok
Naik argued on behalf of SIT. Nagesh
claimed that there is a political conspir-
acy behind Revanna's arrest and the
victim has recently said in a video that
she has not been abducted by Revanna
or his family. Kothari and Naik coun-

lodged the complaint saying his
mother had not come home and he also
mentioned that she had gone with the
known individual on a motorbike. “How
is it interpreted as kidnap? It is not a
case of kidnap.” Naik said that the vic-
tim and her family have been threat-
ened by the accused and the victim
needs police protection.

Bardhaman-Durgapur Lok Sabha
seat around noon, as BJP candi-
date Dilip Ghosh was on his way
to a polling booth following com-
plaints of booth jamming. As
Ghosh was on his way, TMC sup-
porters blocked his convoy and
squatted in front of his vehicle,
starting a protest against him.

convoy leading to serious injury
of central police personnel
deployed in his security, sources
claimed. “This is for the second
time that my convoy was attacked
today. Two of my security person-
nel were injured and had to be
taken to hospital for treatment,”
Ghosh said.

GEED 00 ' GIED ©0 O G 0 ¢ . ¢ GImmm—



@ New Delhi, Tuesday, 14 May 2024

CM: Govt to procure
rain-soaked paddy

Hyderabad: Chief minister A Revanth Reddy
on Sunday said farmers need not be worried
if their paddy stocks at the procurement
centres are soaked due to untimely rain and
directed officials to buy the moisture-
containing produce.

The CM enquired about the damages caused
due to strong winds, rain and lightning
reported from several districts, including
Adilabad, Medak and Sangareddy. He
directed the district collectors of the rain-hit
districts and officials to be on high alert as the
India Meteorological Department ( IMD)
has given forecasts for further rains in the
next few days. “Extend all help to the people
hit by rains,” he said. The CM expressed grief
over death of two people due to lightning in
Medak district. He said the goWe also
published the following articles recently

IMD forecasts rain for next two days may
lower heat, raise humidityIMD forecasts 2
days of light to moderate rainfall,
maintaining temperatures. Humidity may
rise to 85%. Private forecasters anticipate
increased rain intensity. Trough may bring
thunderstorms, changing wind direction to
southeasterlies. Isolated spells expected.

4 killed in lightning strikes in 3 UP
districtsFour deaths and seven injuries
occurred in Kushinagar, Gorakhpur, and
Maharajganj due to lightning strikes. The
victims included Abhimanyu, Sanjay
Kumar, and Vikram Manjhi, with further
details of the incidents and responses from
authorities.

Rain likely on poll day, IMD issues yellow
alert in TelanganalMD's yellow alert for
heavy rains and thunderstorms in Telangana
on May 13 may disrupt voting. Hyderabad
and numerous districts, including Ranga
Reddy and Medak, are expected to be
affected, with lightning and gusty winds.
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Optimal age for motherhood is 21: ICMR report

Bengaluru: New research from
the National Institute for
Nutrition under the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) indicates that 21 is
the ideal age for a woman to
get pregnant and begin
motherhood. This claim is
supported by evidence
showing the biological and
social factors that align at age
21 to meet the demands of
pregnancy and childbirth.

At 21, awoman’s cervix is fully
mature and her pelvis has
finished developing, reducing
risks during labour and
delivery. The chances of
contracting sexually
transmitted infections such as
chlamydia, gonorrhoea,
syphilis and infections
causing cervical, vaginal or
vulvar cancers are also lower
compared to younger ages.

Gynaecologists also say
instances of preterm babies
and chances of infant
mortality are high with teen
pregnancies. As per the ICMR report,
undernourished women are at higher risk
of giving birth to babies with small
gestational age or low birth weight (under
2.5kg), or even preterm babies.Although
the state govt says it has, through
awareness and health schemes, ensured a
reduction in cases of low weight at
childbirth, its latest Economic Survey
points to low birth weight being a major
cause of infant deaths in 2020.“The ideal
age for pregnancy differs for each
individual, but for many, 21 represents a
balance of physical readiness and

emotional maturity for parenthood,” said
Dr N Shailaja, a gynaecologist and
member of the American Aesthetic
Association.By 21, a woman’s skeletal
growth is complete and her hormones have
stabilised, minimizing risks of anaemia
that can impact proper cell formation in the
baby and deplete haemoglobin levels in
mother and child. The report highlights
teen pregnancies are more difficult
because of the competing nutritional
demands of the adolescent’s development
and the pregnancy’s needs.

To optimize maternal and infant health for
pregnancies at age 21 and older, the

research recommends
maintaining a nutrient-rich
diet, taking iron and folic acid
supplements, and getting
regular physical activity and
sunlight exposure.

— Tvisha SinhaWe also
pubished the following
articles recentlyTips to deal
with physical and mental
discomforts during
pregnancyDuring pregnancy,
discomforts like nausea, back
pain, and swollen feet are
common. Hormonal changes
cause mood swings and
anxiety. Symptoms like
morning sickness and
heartburn are discomforting.
Insomnia, emotional
sensitivity, and weight gain
intensify with pregnancy
progression. Support and
monitoring are crucial.

ICMR warns against protein
supplements: All about the
potential health risksICMR
cautions against protein
supplement consumption,
emphasizing potential risks like kidney
damage, digestive discomfort, and
nutrient imbalances. Proper protein intake
balance is essential for overall health and
well-being.

India's apex medical research body releases
diet plan for all age groupsICMR-NIN's
dietary guidelines for Indians stress
balanced diet, food safety, avoiding
processed foods. Recommendations cover
all age groups, emphasizing healthy
lifestyle choices and proper nutrition
intake to prevent diseases and promote
overall well-being

Puducherry residents demand new shed, more taps
at purified water distribution units

The units operate between 7 am-12 pm and 4 pm-7 pm, besides being open for half a day on

Sundays and closed on public holidays.

PUDUCHERRY: The residents from several areas in
Puducherry have demanded the government install
sheds and more water taps at several of the 69
purified drinking water distribution units established
across the region. A majority of the residents, who
purchase purified water for Rs 7 per 20-litre can and
Rs 3 for the lid from these units, belong to the lower
and middle economic strata and could not afford to
have water purifiers at home or spend over Rs 20 per
water can.The Puducherry government, in
collaboration with the Public Works Department
(PWD) and private organisations, established the
water distribution units, with five of the 69
maintained directly by the PWD and the rest by
several private entities. The units operate between 7
am-12 pm and 4 pm-7 pm, besides being open for half
a day on Sundays and closed on public holidays.N
Jeeva Lakshmi, a resident of Anna Nagar, said that

though the equipment is housed in closed sheds, the
water taps remain exposed. Because of this, the residents
have to wait outside, often in longer queues, despite the

B Coimbatore Tasmac staff restricted to official hours, sales likely to drop/IEENGNG

COIMBATORE: Tasmac employees in the

Coimbatore North District have been barred
from taking additional time for their clerical
and preparation works before and after the
permitted running time of the shop. As per an
order they should enter the shop only at the
sheduled opening time and are barred from
lingering after the closing time.The official
timings of Tasmac outlets are 12 noon to 10
pm.

However, the staff at the liquor outlets said
complying with the order is not practically
possible, and, if so, the sales time is likely to
drop significantly from one to two hours as

they have to complete all their work in the
shop within the timelimit as per the new
order.The new instruction was given on May
10, following a police inquiry held at Katoor

Nagar in Oupalam, said that it i
especially this year.

police station on Thursday (May 9). The

weather, added the resident. One Naratajan from Netaji

"During rainy seasons, rainwater fills our cans,
rendering them useless to carry purified water.
In our area, there's a large tree by the unit. Dried
leaves and bird waste often fall into our cans.

We have to empty and clean them each time,
which incurs an additional cost as the unit
operators do not provide a refill for free," he
said.The residents reportedly wanted the
unhygienic conditions of the units to be

addressed. They further raised concerns about
J difficulties in obtaining change as several units
~' are allegedly not accepting ten-rupee coins. A

senior PWD official said, "The purification

equipment is ten years old, limiting us to two
taps per unit. We have proposed a revamp, but
due to the elections, the approval is delayed.”
The residents' demands would be considered,
though there was no immediate plan to install

s difficult to wait in the heat,

sheds for taps, added the official. They are
considering issuing prepaid cards, the official said for the

ten-rupee coin issue, assuring to look into the matter.

"Business in outlets starts at 12 pm and goes on

on condition of anonymity.A John, secretary

Most candidates find
ComedK exam easy

Bengaluru: Over 1 lakh candidates participated in

the computer-based ComedK’s UGET-2024 exam
held on Sunday at 264 centres in 189 cities across
India, including 72 in Karnataka and 33 in
Bengaluru.UGET-2024, the gateway for
admissions to UG engineering courses in private
colleges of Karnataka and select colleges
elsewhere in India, by the ComedK, was held in
three sessions. About 88% of the 1.2 lakh
registered candidates turned up.Sarvasya MJ, a
candidate, said: “I wrote physics, chemistry, and
maths exams, and found it moderately easy.
Though I hadn’t prepared well, I found the papers
easier than last year.” Another student, Harshi A,
echoed the same sentiment: “It was a simple
entrance exam, so I studied the basic 12th grade
portions. I’'m writing JEE (Joint Entrance Exam)
too, so this was a good practice. There were no
issues at the centre.”“The preparation that went
into the exam was okay. I also wrote KSET
(Karnataka State Eligibility Test), so the
preparation was the same for this exam too. I think
physics and chemistry are doable,” said Dhruv
Shivaprasad, a candidate.Though the overall
impression of the test for most students was good,

15 &
!

some found physics paper lengthy. Aditi SH, a
candidate, said: “I’m preparing for NEET, so the
maths paper was a little tough, but I could manage
physics and chemistry, though I found the physics
paper quite lengthy...”The exam is for admissions
to about 20,000 UG seats in 150 engineering
colleges of Karnataka and 40 private universities in
India. The provisional answer keys will be notified
Tuesday along with forms for challenging them.
The final answer key is slated for release on May
21, followed by the scorecard release on May 24.

COMEDK UGET Admit Card 2024 out at

comedk.org: Direct link to download exam hall
ticketCOMEDK released UGET admit cards on
May 7, 2024. Applicants must log in to verify and
download the hall ticket. Contact authorities for
discrepancies. Admit card is essential for the online
exam.

COMEDK UGET 2024 exams to be held in three

sessions: Download admit cards from May 7 at
comedk.org, check details hereCOMEDK UGET
Admit Card 2024 available on May 7th. Exam on
May 12 in 3 sessions. Answer key on May 21.
Results on May 24. Exam in English, total 180
marks. For engineering, dentistry programs.

CUET UG 2024: Syllabus for English, Chemistry

and Physics; subjects with the highest number of
applicants for undergraduate examNTA to hold
2024 Common University Entrance Test for
Undergraduates from May 15th to 24th, covering
subjects like English, Chemistry, and Physics with
detailed syllabus information available for each
subject.

However, the

sources said the police team from the Katoor
station picked up the staff of the Tasmac shop
(No: 1543) for inquiry as they were in the
shop before 12 pm. Though they explained
that they were preparing for sales, the police
accused them that it was an offence as they
were at the shop before the permitted time.
Later the staff explained the nature of the
work and the need for their presence earlier
for preparation. Upon hearing the
explanation, police set them free and the issue
was settled.But after knowing about the issue,
the Coimbatore North District Tasmac

till 10 pm without any break. Therefore, the
staff should come to the store before 12 pm
and check the stock in the store, the details of
newly arrived stocks and maintain records.
Since Tasmac shops mostly operate in a
single room, it takes time to prepare the stock
for retail sale after disposing of empty cartons
and bottles and stacking the bottles to be sold
for the day.Similarly, after the sale, the day's
revenue should be tallied and compared with
the number of bottles sold. Therefore, an
average of one-and-a-half hours of
administrative and preparatory work is

Manager issued an order barring the staff
from entering the shop before 12 pm and after
10 pm. The staff strongly opposed it and felt it

would directly impact the liquor sales.

required before and after the sale every day.
We can't start selling without doing these
basic works. We are doing these works
beyond our work schedule," said a supervisor

of the TASMAC employees' association
affiliated with CITU, said it's practically
impossible to have staff come in just as
customers arrive at the opening time. "If this
order is implemented, the sales hours will
decrease and hence the revenue will fall in
each outlet. Obviously, it indirectly creates a
favourable situation for private bars. The
officers should consider the practical
difficulties in the operation," he said.When
asked, Manager M Vanilakshmi Jagathambal
said that the instruction has been given to the
staff to avoid law and order issues as the
model code of conduct is in force. "We
understand they should have some time for
their official work before and after the shop's
working hours.

staff at the
liquor outlets
said complying
with the order
is not
practically
possible

Forgotten survivors of Irshalwadi landslide shunned by candidates

Mumbai: Away from the high-pitched
electioneering in the hilly backyards of a
‘Third Mumbai’ connected to the island city
by the Atal Setu, are the forgotten people of
Irshalwadi in makeshift barracks on the
village's outskirts. This is the location in
Raigad district where over 80% of a village
was obliterated by a catastrophic landslide,
killing 84 people on July 19 last year. Of the
228 inhabitants from 43 families, 144,
including 23 children, survived. The bodies
of 57 of those killed still lie buried in the
landmass visible on the hill, as a daily
reminder of the tragedy. The villagers are part
of the Maval Lok Sabha constituency that is
going to polls on Monday, the fourth phase of
general elections in Maharashtra. Chief
minister Eknath Shinde Sena’s sitting MP
Shrirang Barne and Shiv Sena (UBT)’s
Sanjog Waghere are the prominent
candidates locked in battle. However, the
candidates have not been seen here.

UBT Sena spokesperson Harshal Pradhan
blames the govt for neglecting Irshalgad and

its survivors, but is silent on why candidates
are not approaching them. “Other than just
offering them homes and money, a serious
attempt should have been made by the govt
machinery to restore their day-to-day
livelihood and ensure that they move ahead
and make progress in their life.”Mangesh
Chivate, Officer on Special Duty to the CMO
on relief measures, however, said besides
new homes and compensation, govt was
trying its best to provide a livelihood to the
survivors by offering skill training and
creating better academic as well as job
opportunities for them in the viinity of the
village.The survivors say they will soon get
their new homes at the foothills this year and
have received some cash as aid from the govt
and NGOs, but their traditional way of life in
homes on the hilltop surrounded by farms is
gone forever. Before the tragedy last year, the
entire village practiced collective farming.

Ganpat Pardhi, the president of the union of

displaced villagers of Irshalwadi, who is
among 11 surviving families said, “Orphans

are now being taken care of by the close
relatives who are alive. However,
breathing new life into the day-to-day
chores of all whose morale has been low
is a challenge. We all need a strong
shoulder to get back to the original
livelihood we enjoyed,” he said,Pardhi,
like other survivors from affected
families, lives in the rectangular
container-shaped artificial barracks set
up on an area of an abandoned petrol
pump along the old Pune highway near
Chauk village.

Ganpat said all affected villagers, except
for 11 families whose homes remained
intact to a certain extent, have received
monetary help. “We too have lost livelihood
and homes like others because our buried
village and surrounding farms have been
closed owing to the risks,” says Rajendra,
Ganpat’s brother. Majority of youths here
used to earn Rs 500 to 1,000 daily by helping
trekkers to the fort atop the hill almost every
season. Temporarily, Ganpat has taken up a

job as a cook with a hotel nearby, while
Rajendra is a daily-wage worker.Gangu
Laxman Pujari, a 40-year-old farmer and
homemaker, lost seven of her family
members on that dreadful night and is taking
care of their orphaned children. Today, she is
struggling to make ends meet.“T am alive as [
was away from the village with my daughter
that night.
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NEWS BOX

‘Flats promised by June 30,
only 75% work done’: Buyers
profest

Gurgaon s Several homebuyers of Renuka Aashiyara, an
affordable housing project in Sector 37C, took to the
streets on Sunday against the builder due to delay in
handover their flats.Despite promises of possession by
June 30, the buyers remain doubtful as only 75% of the
construction is complete. They fear that even within
next six months, flats may not be ready.

In a display of protest, they gathered at the project site,
expressing dissatisfaction with the sluggish pace of
work and poor quality of construction. The frustration
of buyers prompted threats of an election boycott. The
project, which commenced in 2018, was initially
slated for completion by January 2023. However, the
deadline has been repeatedly missed, leading to
discontent among homebuyers. The builder’s
representative did not respond to TOI calls and
messages.We also published the following articles
recentlyLatentview Analytics posts flat net
profitLatentView Analytics saw a 2% increase in
FY24 profit to Rs 158 crore, but a 2.8% decline in
March quarter to Rs 45 crore. The company aims for
growth in CPG, North America market, and through
inorganic strategies. 109924320

Court notes charges of diverting buyers funds; MLA son
in ED custody till May 9ED extends custody of
Sikandar Singh Chhoker for misusing construction
project funds, spending on personal properties and
sisters wedding. Accused arrested under PMLA in
Haryana, facing investigations related to Gurgaon
projects.109929002

Work on construction of newPMC bldg to begin after
pollsPatna Municipal Corporation plans a modern
headquarters building at Hardinge Road, featuring
various amenities and offices for top officials. The
building will incorporate green measures, modern
technologies, and be completed in nine month:s. 1

Nuh runner bags gold in
NCAA meet

Gurgaon: The 19-year-old runner from Nuh, Parvej Khan
clinched gold in 1,500 metres and bronze in 800 metres
during the early hours of Sunday in the prestigious
NCAA Championships in Boston, US. With his
showmanship during the 1,500 metres preliminaries
going viral—he waved to the crowd while comfortable
winning the race, he told his father Nafees Ahmed, “It
was meant for entertainment and not disrespect.”

Parvej further said, “The 1500m finale came easy for me.
1 did not give my 100% all throughout, as I also had to
run 800m. I only changed gears in the last 200m.”

Nafees reminisced about his son’s dedication to running,
often prioritising it over academics during his school
years. Parvej’s journey from Nuh to the University of
Florida is a remarkable story. Nuh is amongst the most
backward districts in the country. Nafees says, “Nuh is
full of kids like Parvej. It’s just they can’t fight enough
for their dreams because of financial restraints.”

His journey to success began in the small village of

Chahalka in Nuh, where his father works as a farmer,

cultivating wheat and cattle fodder on a five-acre plot

shared with his brothers. Despite financial problems,

Khan harboured aspirations beyond the confines of his

village. His father recounts, “Neither my wife nor [ am

educated. We have always felt that there was no future
in sports. We wanted him to prepare for the army, and
we believed only that could solve our problems. And in
my village, there’s no sportsperson. But our son has
always been someone who wanted to do something
different.”Khan left for Delhi at the age of 13 to pursue
his passion for sports. Facing the challenges of limited
resources, Khan remained determined to achieve his
athletic dreams.A controversy arose when Parvej was
declared overage at the National Junior Championships
in 2021, but he was cleared to compete at the senior
level, winning gold in the 1,500 metres at the National

Open Championships in Warangal. Parvej’s success is

motivating the youth in Nuh, a region with untapped

potential. His move to Delhi for training, paved the way
for his scholarship offer from the University of Florida,
from another college of Japan and from the Indian

Navy, which he had qualified for. The family hopes he

will remain in the US until June to pursue Olympic

qualification, a shared dream they all hold dear. With
visitors pouring in to congratulate the family and

Nafees’s phone buzzing with well-wishes, Parvej’s

victory has brought immense pride to Chahalka village.

3 masked men chase, assault
MCG engineer on way home

Gurgaon: A junior engineer of MCG was chased and

assaulted by some masked men on Friday. Based on the

engineer’s complaint, the police registered a case and
launched a manhunt to nab the offenders.

During the early hours of Friday, when MCG’s junior

engineer, Tilak Sharma, was returning from his

workplace at the Bandhwari landfill to his home in

Gandhi Nagar near Sector 10, he was chased by three

masked men in a car. Tilak, who was riding a bike,

realised that he was being chased after reaching

Sikanderpur when the assailants in the car came closer

and asked him to stop the vehicle.

Alarmed, Tilak sped up his bike and continued to drive
towards IFFCO Chowk. The assailants in a white Swift
continued to chase him, and intercepted his bike when
he was about to get onto the Ghoda Flyover. “They
attacked me with sticks and left the place after
threatening to kill me. The vehicle's number plate was
covered with mud, and I was not able to see the number.
All three offenders had covered their faces with
masks,” Tilak alleged in his complaint to the police.

Based on the complaint, Sector 17/18 police registered a
case under sections 323 (voluntarily causing hurt), 34
(criminal act done by several persons with a common
intention), 341 (punishment for wrongful restraint),
and 506 (criminal intimidation) of the IPC. “The
complainant was not sure about who the assailants
were. We are collecting evidence to identify them and
solve the case. The victim suffered minor injuries after
the assault,” said ASI Rupesh of Sector 17/18.We also
published the following articles recentlyFamily in car
chased by 4 men in BMW in Greater Noida, 3 heldA
family in Greater Noida was chased by men in a BMW,
hurling stones. The incident captured on a dash cam
went viral. No legal action taken despite police
investigation into the incident near Expo Mart.Gang
chases bizman, damages his SUV in extortion bidSI
Praveen probes gangster Kaushal's extortion and
violence involvement.
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A labourer, an ex-guard & an MBA:a
Independents who threw hat in ringaza

Gurgaon: Anwar, a labourer from Nuh, Jai
Kanwar Tyagi (Dixit), a former security
guard at Raj Ghat, Kusheshwar Bhagat, a
pav bhaji seller, and Akshat Gait, a
corporate professional with an MBA
degree from Germany, are all vying to
represent the parliamentary constituency
of Gurgaon, throwing their hats into the
electionring as Independents.

Their chances of winning may be slim, but
there is no lack of optimism in them. The
four are among the 23 contenders from
the constituency where voting will take
place in the sixth phase on May 25. The
key contestants include Rao Inderjit
Singh (BJP), Raj Babbar (Congress),
Rahul Yadav Fazilpuria (JJP), Vijay
Kumar (BSP) and Saurabh Khan (INLD).

Anwar (34), who works at construction
sites to earn his living, said he filed his
nomination from the Nuh assembly seat
inthe 2019 state polls but drew a blank.

“Nuh is one of the most backward districts
of the country, and my objective is to
highlight its issues,” Anwar told TOL.

The district, which saw large-scale
communal clashes in 2023, has been a
Congress stronghold. But Anwar says all

political parties are supporting dynasts.

“These parties are too crowded and

controlled by a few families. [ am aware
of my prospects in the election but still
hope to create awareness among people
and encourage more youngsters to come
forward and participate in elections,” he

said.Jai Kanwar, who is contesting for the
third time, too feels political parties are
not working in the interest of the people.
“All are neck-deep in corruption and only
interested in pursuing their agenda,” he
said.In 2014, Jai Kanwar took voluntary
retirement from his job as a security guard

are

at Raj Ghat to contest the Lok Sabha
election from the Gurgaon
constituency. He filed papers again in
2019 but did not get much
success.Gait, in contrast, is a
newcomer. A salaried corporate
employee, the 36-year-old has thrown
his hat into the ring to work on
education and environment. His
corporate-salaried job has not held him
back. “Corporates get affected by
politics and so they work hand-in-hand
with the government. I have got
immense backing of my colleagues,”
he told TOL.Among the most educated
candidates in the fray for the seat, Gait
completed his BTech in computer
science from Pune’s Army Institute of
Technology and MBA from
Management Development Institute
(MDI) and an institute in Germany. He
currently works as a business

consultant with EY Parthenon.Apart from
filing nominations, the Independents are
yet to start canvassing. With limited
resources and manpower, most are
relying on their personal connections and
their simple and honest approach in this
election.

Hry sees 38% jump in plastic waste generation in a year 11-vear-old boy crossing

Gurgaon: The state has seen a steep rise
in plastic waste generation, with
1,79,406.5 tonnes recorded in 2023 —
a 38% jump from the previous year
(1,29,866.7 tonnes). Around 14% of
this ended up in landfills, according to
the annual report published by
Haryana State Pollution Control Board
(HSPCB).The state is recycling
approximately 78% of its plastic
waste. The report has indicated a surge
in plastic usage in the state, which is
likely contributing to increased
generation of plastic waste. The trend
is worrisome as it poses significant
challenges to waste management and
has potential long-term impacts on the
environment, experts said. The key to
addressing this issue lies in reducing
plastic usage and promoting
sustainable alternatives, they added.

Ashish Jain, director of Indian Pollution
Control Association (IPCA), an NGO,
said: “A city that is growing and
accommodating an urban population
and consuming lots of natural
resources leads to a lot of
environmental issues, including waste
management, air pollution, and
sewage. A holistic approach with the
integration of multiple departments
and a common action plan is needed.

6 more weeks for Hry to set deadline for wetland notification

Creating infrastructure for material
resource facilities (MRFs) to increase
segregation of waste will also help.”

Burning of plastic waste at landfills is

another area of concern, experts said.
“Landfills are often poorly managed,
and we see frequent instances of fires
breaking out. Plastics burning as part
of landfill fires are known to be
significant pollution sources leading to
toxic PM and gaseous emissions. So,
disposing of plastics in landfills should
be avoided as much as possible,” said
Dr R Subramanian, sector head (air
quality) at Center for Study of Science,
Technology, and Policy.Officials,
meanwhile, said efforts are being made
to enhance waste management
practices and increase the recycling
rate. According to HSPCB, a total of
18,023 challans amounting to Rs 1.5
crore were imposed by the urban local
bodies department on violators from
April 2022 to March 2023.“Door-to-
door waste collection and segregation
are being done through private bodies
in almost all municipal areas. All
municipal corporations have been
directed to set up MRFs as per
requirement and to manage their
plastic waste as per the Solid Waste
Management Rules, 2016 and Plastic

Waste Management Rules, 2016. The
ULB department has prepared an
action plan for plastic waste
management, which has already been
submitted to CPCB,” said an HSPCB
official. We also published the
following articles recentlyNGT bench
highlights shortcomings in state's
waste management strategiesNGT's
Prakash Srivastava-led bench
scrutinized state waste management,
highlighting flaws in waste data
disclosure and processing capacities,
emphasizing legacy waste, rural
management gaps, and sewage
concerns.109876065

Fire breaks out at plastic factory in
Delhi's NarelaMassive fire at a plastic
factory in Narela's Bhorgarh Industrial
Area, Delhi. Fire fighters on-site to
extinguish the blaze on three floors.
Cause of the conflagration still
unknown. More details awaited. Waste
piles up on rivers bank, outcry in
BicholimBicholim residents demand
BMC action against waste dumping.
Pollution concerns raised by
Chodankar. Falari plans penalties,
CCTV to address waste disposal.
External waste disposal challenges
cleanup efforts. CCTV to deter

o Y driving).
dumpers and minimize river impact.

road hit by bus, dies

Gurgaon: An 11-year-old boy died after being hit
by a bus coming from Jaipur while he was
crossing the road below NH-8 at Hero Honda
Chowk flyover on Saturday. Rajan was declared
dead at Civil Hospital. The driver fled the spot,
leaving the bus behind. Cops are yet to arrest
him.Rajan lived at Mohammadpur Jharsa in
Sector 37. He was with his 16-year-old uncle
when the incident happened. “At Hero Honda
Chowk traffic signal, the boys were trying to
cross the road to go to Subhash Chowk. A bus
coming from Jaipur hit Rajan. He suffered severe
injuries. Locals rushed him to Civil Hospital, but
he died,” ASI Anita Verma said.

Soon after the accident, the driver parked the bus
on the roadside ahead of Hero Honda Chowk and
fled the spot. Rajan’s father, Arun, lodged a
complaint with the police.

“We are from UP’s Shahjahanpur. We stay in a
rented home at Mohammadpur Jharsa. Around
10.30am on Saturday, I was informed by family
members about the accident. I rushed to Civil
Hospital,
succumbed to injuries,” Arun alleged in his
police complaint.

Based on Arun’s complaint, the police registered a
case under IPC sections 304-A (causing death
due to rash or negligent act) and 279 (rash

and I was informed that my son had

“The bus is registered in the city. It was a private

NAME CHANGE

NAME CHANGE

Gurgaon.The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has granted an extension of weeks to the Haryana govt for fil-
ing an affidavit specifying the timeline for declaring Najafgarh Jheel as a transboundary wetland during a hear-
ing. The counsel for NCT of Delhi had earlier informed the tribunal about its decision to declare the water body
as a wetland on Dec 22, 2023. However, the Haryana govt sought more time to file the affidavit in the case which
dates to 2014, when a Delhi-based NGO — Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage — filed an appli-
cation in the NGT demanding the lake be declared a wetland and adequate steps be taken to conserve it. “The
Haryana wetland authority has submitted that all the incumbent except member
secretary of the authority have been reshuffled in March. The member secretary
has been assigned parliamentary election duty in Sikkim since March 2024.
Therefore, the meeting could not be convened, and the affidavit could not be filed.
Having regard to the difficulty, which is expressed in the application for adjourn-
ment, the prayer is allowed and further six weeks are granted to the Haryana govt
to file the affidavit,” stated chairperson Prakash Shrivastava and expert member A
Senthil Vel in the order.The next hearing for the case is scheduled for July
30.Najafgarh Jheel, a significant water body located on the border of Delhi and
Haryana, is a crucial habitat for various species of
birds and plays a vital role in maintaining the ecologi-
cal balance of the region.Once notified as a wetland,
Najafgarh Jheel will be protected from encroachment,

pollution and other harm-
ful activities. The state
government will be
required to prepare a
management plan for the
wetland, which will
include measures for its
conservation, restora-
tion and sustainable use.
The management plan
will also involve the par-
ticipation of local com-
munities and stakehold-
ers, ensuring their
involvement in the con-
servation efforts.We also
published the following
articles recently'Vague,

NAME CHANGE

I, SHAHIN D/O MOHAMMAD
RAHISH R/O ?.??- 266, Link Road,
Madarsa Maharajpur, Bharat Nagar, |
E Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh -201010, declare that | have
embraced HINDUISM and renounced
MUSLIM with effect from 22-02-2024.

NAME CHANGE

I, PRAVEEN VERMA TILLU S/O
ROHTAS CHANDRA VERMA resid-
ing at WZ-69, WZ-BLOCK, SHADI
KHAMPUR, DELHI-110008 have
changed my name to PRAVEEN
VERMA for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

I, hitherto known as KM GOLA BANO
alias GULAKSHA D/o VAKEEL W/o
SHAKIL AHAMAD residing at Garaw
Garhi, Chhaura Gadaua, Hathras,
Uttar Pradesh - 204216 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as GOLA BANO.

NAME CHANGE

I, POOJA W/o DHARMENDER
SINGH R/o VILL-LUHARI, BAGH-
PAT, UTTAR PRADESH-250611,
have changed my name from POOJA|
to ANTU DEVI for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

I, MEHNAZ/MAHNAAZ W/O JAVED
KHAN residing at 69, RASHID MAR-
KET, KRISHNA NAGAR, DELHI-
110051 have changed my name to
MAINAZ for all future purposes

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR LOK SABHA ELECTION 2024

Name address of candidate - Punam Pandey, D — 182 A, Near Neki Ram Scgool, Raj Nagar
Part — 2 Palam Village, Bijwasan, Kapashera, South West, Nct Of Delhi — 110045,

I, PAWAN GOUR S/O MANOJ
KUMAR GOUR residing at H NO-370,
5, AZAD CHOWK, SANGAM VIHAR,
WAZIRABAD, DELHI-110084 have
changed my name to PAWAN
KUMAR GAUR for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE
1, hitherto known as RAJESH KUMAR
PAL S/O NATHU RAM R/O R-1/1 G/F,
SAURABH VIHAR, BADARPUR,
SOUTH DELHI, DELHI-110044 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as RAJU PAL.

NAME CHANGE

I, SHUHIB AHMED S/O NASIR
AHMAD residing at F-132-133, OLD
SEEMAPURI, PO-JHILMIL, DELHI-
110095 have changed my name to
SHOAIB for all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as RATAN KUMAR
AGARWAL alias RAM RATAN AGAR-
WAL S/o SHIV LAL AGARWAL per-
manent R/o Marwari Mohalla, Sadar
Bazar, Jamalpur, Munger, Bihar-
811214, and currently R/o J-93, 4th
Floor, Flat No.-12, Street No.-5, Near
Bangali School, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-
110092, have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as RAM
RATAN AGARWAL.

NAME CHANGE

I, BHAWANA W/O AJEET KUMAR
R/O A-1, Type - VI. (Tower-1),
NBCC-GPRA Complex, New Delhi,
Kidwai Nagar East, PO: Sarojini
Nagar, DIST: South West Delhi,
Delhi-110023 have changed my
name  from BHAWANA to
BHAWANA SAH KUMAR for all
future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

I, ANJANA DEVI W/o No. JC
522910W Rank SUB Name
MUKHTIAR SINGH, R/o VPO-
MALANGAN,  TEH-JHANDUTTA,
DIST-BILASPUR (HP)-174029 have
changed my name from ANJANA
DEVI to ANJNA DEVI for all future pur-
poses. Vide Affidavit dated 13/05/2024

before Notary Public Delhi.

NAME CHANGE
I, RAMANAMMA mother of NO-
15330311N  Rank- HAV Name-
JAGANNADHAM K, presently resid-

ing at H.NO-7-33, VPO-
LAKKAVARAM, TEH-CHO-
DAVARAM,  DISTT-VISAKHAPAT-

NAM, ANDHRA PRADESH-531075
have changed my name from
RAMANAMMA to KARRI RAVANAM-
MA for all future purposes, in my son’s
service record my date of birth wrong-
ly mentioned as 01/07/1953 instead of|
my correct date of birth as 01/01/1956
vide affidavit dated 13/05/2024 before

Notary Public, Delhi.

NORTHERN RAILWAY o

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Azadik,

Amrit Mahotsav

I, hitherto known as SATRUVAHAN
S/O NANKU R. YADAV R/O J-216,
MANGOL PURI, DELHI-110083 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as SHATR? VAHAN YADAV.

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Rani Devi W/o Sh. Upender Rai R/o
H. No. E-88, Gali No. 4, Mansaram
Park, New Delhi, hereby disown our
sons Sh. Rajesh Rai & his wife Sarita,
other son Rajender Rai & his wife
Aarti, younger son Dharamvir & his
wife Bhawna and our daughter
Priyanka from all my movable and
immovable properties for their gross
misconduct, harassment, and torture
inflicted upon me. Anybody transact-
ing with him will do so in their own risk.
RAJESH PANDEY Advocate
Chamber No. 116, Lawyers Block,
Saket Court Complex, Saket,
New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Amar Singh S/O Meva Lal R/O
13/143, Block No.13 Kalyanpuri, East
Delhi-110091 has debarred his
Daughter Sonam from his all moveable,
immoveable properties and severed all
her relations due to her bad conduct
and misbehavior. My client shall not be
responsible for any act of her in future.
Since she is not loyal for my client and
any bodies dealing with her would be at
their own risks and costs.
Pankaj Saluja Advocate
Chamber No:- D-402, Karkardooma
District And Session Court Complex,
Delhi-110032

Name of Work and

30-ELECT-11-T-R1-24-25-E3
Electrical work in connection with provision of IOT
devices for monitoring and control of Electrical General

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Vijay Pal son of shri Ram
Charan R/o F-537, Block-F, Aali Vihar,
Sarita Vihar, New Delhi-110076 has
disowned his daughter namely Kajal
from his all moveable and immovable
properties and also severed all rela-
tions with her. My client will not be
responsible for the acts and actions of|
his daughter, if any body deals with her.
AJIT SINGH TOMAR ADVOCATE
Office: E-27. SARITA VIHAR
NEW DELHI-110076

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that

Mrs. Asha Verma W/o Mr. Rakesh Verma

is intending to sell Residential House on
land area measuring 50 Sqg. Yards i.e.
41.80 Sq. Meters, Part of Khasra No.65

l. 3
baS(?less : ,D,elhl C,M Name of political party - Rashtravadi Loktantrik Party (India) its Location:- Assets like Lifts, Escalators, Platform (30/70%)
Aernd Ke]eral hltS Name of Constituency — New Delhi (04), Parliamentary Constituency election 2024 Lighting, Street Light, Substation etc. over Delhi
back at ED in counter- f{ Pimzlmf Pamll:;‘y, ‘fuf:undi:tale ll]:r I,]flellzlb()?'c Tiﬁnlfltmc:lt)l Ht(vuse orl,h‘e I‘Aleoptle'sglc(t:l,mn, Division.
- . . . ) eclare for public information the following details about my criminal antecedents: o
aff1dav1tKeJ.r%w.al S SC Pending cases Approx Cost of the works in:-| Rs. 599.57 Lacs
response criticizes arrest SL.No. | Name of | Case no. and dated Status of | Section(s) of Acts concerned and Address of the Office:- Sr. Divil. Elect. Engineer/General, New Delhi.
t- . Court cases (s) | brief description of offence(s)
1ming. 1 31-MM, | CNR NUMBER - Pending | IPC Bid Security:- Rs. 449800.00
South- DLSE020379462018 323,341,342,506,452,500 (creating Date &ti f submissi f
PUBLIC NOTICE East, Year - 2017 tukus and insulting and to cause te?u?er _!me ofsubmission o 05.06.2024, 12.00 Hrs.
My client Raj Kumari W/o Markandey TR e Opening of tender:- 05.06.2024, 12.00 Hrs
Tiwari Rilo H No.24, Sanjay Colony, 2 gQ-N]iM, gg?ENog)b;%%{jz-olg Pending IPE -3221.;-?.131,506,34:1(crcatlng P g : .06. , 12, .
Phase-ll, Okhla, South Delhi- 110020 Bost | Year 2017 w1 bty the ol niod Website & Notice Board:- www.ireps.gov.in & Sr. Divl. Elect. Engineer/
has disowned her daughter in law . . 8 e comp General, New Delhi.
Saket to cause him several injury.)

Min, situated at Mohalla Laxmi Nagar,

Modinagar Ghaziabad, Village Sikri Khurd,
Pargana Jalalabad, Tehsil Modinagar,

namely Khushu W/o Late Late Sh.

Manoj Kumar Tiwari from her all move-

able and immovable properties and
also severed all relations with her. My
client will not be responsible for the acts
and actions of her daughter in law, if
any body deals with her.
AJIT SINGH TOMAR ADVOCATE
Office: E-27. SARITA VIHAR
NEW DELHI-110076

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that |
ALESH D/O SURENDRA W/O
ASHISH KUMAR residing at C 57
STREET NO 7 JYOTI COLONY
SHAHDARA,NORTH EAST DELHI,
DELHI 110032,declare that name of|
mine and my father has been wrongly
written as ALESH KUMARI and
SURENDER KUMAR in my Obc cer-
tificate no OBC/04/42/21626/
26/7/2011/9421066832/11786 .The
actual name of mine and my father are
ALESH and SURENDRA, respectively
which may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO THE PUBLIC AT LAST THAT MY CLIENT'S SH.
RAM NIWAS SHARMA S/O SH. SANKARALAL SHARMA AND SMT. ASHA
SHARMA W/O SH. RAM NIWAS SHARMA BOTH R/O SUNDARAM APPART-
MENT, 122/1, ?2.?. BANERJEE STREET, RISHRA M, HOOGHLY, WEST BEN-
GAL-712248 AND AT PRESENT RZF-901/1A, RAJ NAGAR-II, PALAM COLONY,
NEW DELHI-110077, HAVE BEEN DISOWNED/ DEBARRED THEIR SON
NAMELY SH. KRISHNA KUMAR SHARMA S/O SH. RAM NIWAS SHARMA R/O
SUNDARAM APPARTMENT, 122/1, N.K. BANERJEE STREET, RISHRA M, S
HOOGHLY, WEST BENGAL-712248, FROM ALL THEIR MOVEABLE AND
IMMOVEABLE PROPERTIES AND BOTH THE ABOVE SAID CLIENTS AND 0
THEIR DAUGHTER NAMELY MS. PRIYANKA SHARMA (ANOTHER CLIENT)
D/O SH. RAM NIWAS SHARMA RESIDENT OF SUNDARAM APPARTMENT,
122/1, ?.7. BANERJEE STREET, RISHRA M, HOOGHLY, WEST BENGAL-
712248 AND AT PRESENT RZF- 901/1A, RAJ NAGAR-II, PALAM COLONY, NEW
DELHI-110077, HAVE CANCELLED ALL THEIR RELATIONS WITH HIM IN 0
FUTURE AS HE IS NOT OBEYING AND RESPECTING MY CLIENTS AND MY 0
CLIENTS WOULD NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ACTS COMMITTED BY
HIM AND IF ANY ONE DEALS WITH HIM SHALL BE DOING AT HIS/HER OWN 0
COSTS AND RISKS. MY CLIENTS SHALL NOT BE HELD LIABLE OR RESPON-
SIBLE FOR THE SAME IN ANY MANNER IN FUTURE.
PRITAM KUMAR & ASSOCIATES
Advocates & Legal Consultants Seat No.8, Hall No. 5, Third Floor, Lawyers
Chambers, Dwarka Court Complex, Sector-10, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075.

NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE

e-procurement system for supply of the following items:-

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement system
Principal Chief Materials Manager, Northern Railway, New Delhi-110001,
for and on behalf of the President of India, invites e-tenders through

District Ghaziabad, U.P. to Mr. Ankur S/o
Mr. Hariom Sharma and said property to
be financed by Satya Micro Housing
Finance Pvt. Ltd. Branch Ghaziabad and
the Original Sale Deed as Doc. No.10652,
Vol. no.2167, in Book No.1, on Page
No.65-78, on dated 24.09.2007 SR-Modi
Nagar and Sale Deed as Doc. No. 6075,
Vol. no. 2570, in Book No. 1, on Page No.
01-12, on dated 30.05.2008 SR-Modi
Nagar, pertaining by Mrs. Asha Verma W/o
Mr. Rakesh Verma to the aforesaid proper-

1444/24

Vo>~

Azadivg,
AmritMahotsav

. . _n Closing ty has been lost and FIR LR No:
No.[Tender No. Brief Description aty. Date 2024000036500 & 20240000366496
1 (09243004 | SYNTHETIC ENAMEL, INTERIOR, has been registered on 08.05.2024 with
FINISHING, WHITE 68081LTR | 04-06-24 Police Unit: Police Computer Center,
02 [09243015 | ENAMEL SYNTHETIC, EXTERIOR, Technical Services HQ, Lucknow. Any per-
FINISHING, GOLDEN YELLOW 29350 LTR | 06-06-24 || |son(s) found in possession of aforesaid
original sale deed, then kindly contact the
3 | 09232330A| TOP SIDE BEARER LINER 10976 NOS | 10-06-24 || | undersigned along with original property
4 (09242116 | KNUCKLE PIVOTPIN 32664 NOS | 17-06-24 document, within 07 days from date of this

° | o
5 09242134 | SHANK WEAR PLATE 31286NOS | 15-07 24 gg?sg‘;%zj:;f;@ggeg;ﬁzhﬁ

for details. 2. No Manual offer will be entertained.
Tender Notice No.: 13/2024-2025 Dated: 13/05/2024

NOTE-1. Vendors may visit the IREPS website i.e.www.ireps.gov.in E 3

1435/24

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE O

treated as null and void in respect of the
subject property.

[ASHWANI KUMAR] Advocate

Chamber No. 122,

Tehsil  Compound, Ghaziabad, U.P.
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NEWS BOX

Scottish man behind viral white-
gold dress admits he tried to
strangle wife

World Back in 2015, a 38-year-old Scottish man, Keir
Johnston, sparked a debate on social media over the
colour of a dress that was worn by his mother-in-law at
his wedding. The dress went insanely viral as some
people saw it as "black and blue", others thought that it
was "gold and white".

Eight years later, the same man behind the viral dress
pleaded guilty to endangering his wife’s life, and
admitted to attempting to strangle her.

Keir Johnston appeared at the High Court in Glasgow on
Thursday, where he pleaded guilty to a “terrifying”
attack on his wife, Grace Johnston, that left her “fearing
for her life”, but alive, according to The Daily
Record.Johnston, from the Isle of Colonsay, off the west
coast of Scotland, was remanded in custody until his
sentence next month, scheduled for June 6.

The debate over the dress’s true colours broke the internet,
drawing thousands of comments, including from
celebrities. Kim Kardashian also posted that she had
argued about it with her then-husband, Kanye West.

Ellen DeGeneres invited the Johnstons onto her talk show,
where they were given $10,000 and a trip to Grenada.

This week, the Scottish court heard that Johnston left his
wife fearing for her life, and had a history of domestic
abuse towards her.Chris Macintosh, prosecutor for the
Crown, told Lady Drummond and the court how Grace
lived in fear of her abusive husband. “There is no
permanent police presence on the island, and she was in
asituation where she felt trapped,” he said.

The court heard that Grace had once refused her husband’s
demands not to attend a job interview on the mainland.

Days later, he told her he was leaving her before the pair

got into an altercation where Johnston grabbed his wife

and threw her to the ground.“Johnston woke up and said

that he was going to leave her. She went outside the
property to stop him leaving. He followed her and
pinned her to the ground,” Macintosh said, according to
The Record.“He placed both knees on her arms, so she
was unable to move. He then began strangling her with
both his hands.

“She was initially able to scream and feared for her life and

believed Johnston intended to kill her as he was very
forceful,” Macintosh said that despite suffering severe
bruising, Johnston did not require medical treatment.

Lawyers for Johnston said he had accepted responsibility
for the assault. Lady Drummond denied Johnston bail
and placed him in custody, telling him, “Thave no need to
tell you that this is a serious and violent offence.

Hamas condemns Biden for saying
'truce tomorrow if hostages freed'

DOHA. Remarks by US Prez Joe Biden that a ceasefire
in Gaza would be possible if Hamas released its
hostages are a "setback" to negotiations, the
Palestinian militant goup said Sunday. "We condemn
this position by the US prez, we consider it a setback
from the outcomes of the latest round of negotiations,
which led to the movement's agreement to proposal put
forward by mediators," Hamas said in a statement.

Biden said on Saturdsay that a ceasefire in the Israel-
Hamas war would be possible "tomorrow" if Hamas
gave up hostages seized in its Oct 7 attack. The US prez
raised the topic of the hostages during a speech in
Seattle.Negotiations between Hamas and Israel for a
truce and hostage exchange deal, mediated by Egypt,
Qatar and the US, appear to have stalled amid Israeli
military action in the southern Gaza city. Hamas said
Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu had "rushed to
overturn" the talks by launching an offensive in
Rafah.s

UK foreign secretary says halting
arms sales to Israel would only
strengthen Hamas

LONDON. Halting arms exports to Israel is "not a wise
path" and would only strengthen Hamas, Britain's
foreign secretary said Sunday. Asked whether the UK
would follow the US in threatening to cut the supply of
offensive weapons to Israel if it carried out an attack on
the southern Gaza city of Rafah, Foreign Secretary
David Cameron said the two countries cannot be
compared because unlike the US, Britain supplies a very

9

small amount of Israel's weapons.

"The UK provides less than 1% of Israel's weapons and it's
not a state supplier,” Cameron told the BBC on Sunday.
"We have a licensing system and those licences can be
closed if it's judged there's a serious risk of a serious
international human rights violation."

US President Joe Biden has said that his government will
stop supplying weapons and artillery to Israel if its forces
launch an all-out assault on Rafah, the last major Hamas
stronghold in Gaza.Britain's opposition Labour Party
and human rights groups have argued that the UK should
follow a similar position and stop the sale of British-
made weapons or components in a Rafah offensive.

The US government said Friday that Israel's use of US-
provided weapons in Gaza likely violated international
humanitarian law. But it added that wartime conditions
prevented US officials from determining that for certain
in specific airstrikes.Cameron said the UK did not
support a major offensive in Rafah without a clear plan
about how civilians can be protected.The Campaign
Against Arms Trade nonprofit group estimates that the
real value of UK arms exports of Israel is at least 1 billion
pounds since 2015, much higher than government
figures.It says that British industry, namely BAE
Systems, provides about 15% of the components in the
F-35 stealth combat aircraft used by Israel. The group
alleges that the jets were used in recent bombardment of
Gaza. The full value of component and other licenses is
not known, it said.Cameron also said that putting British
boots on the ground in Gaza as part of international
efforts to deliver aid would be "a risk that we shouldn't
take".His comments came after reports that UK
authorities .

The epicentre was just off the Pacific

Across the border, Guatemala's national
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Vladimir Putin replaces Sergei Shoigu as
defence minister in surprlse move

Moscow Russian President Vladimir Putin
tapped a civilian economist as his surprise
new defence minister on Sunday in an
attempt to gird Russia for economic war
by trying to better utilise the defence
budget and harness greater innovation to
win in Ukraine.More than two years into
the conflict, which has cost both sides
heavy casualties, Putin proposed Andrei
Belousov, a 65-year-old former deputy
prime minister who specialises in
economics, to replace his long-term ally,
Sergei Shoigu, 68, as defence
minister.Putin wants Shoigu, in charge of
defence since 2012 and a long-standing
friend and ally, to become the secretary of
Russia's powerful Security Council,
replacing incumbent Nikolai Patrusheyv,
and to also have responsibilities for the
military-industrial complex, the Kremlin
said. Patrushev will get a new, as yet
unannounced, job.The changes, certain to
be approved by parliamentarians, are the
most significant Putin has made to the
military command since sending tens of
thousands of troops into Ukraine in
February 2022 in what he called a special
military operation.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said
the change made sense because Russia
was approaching a situation like the
Soviet Union in the mid-1980s, when the

military and law enforcement authorities |

accounted for 7.4% of gross domestic

product (GDP).That, said Peskov, meant #
it was vital to ensure such spending |

aligned with and was better integrated

into the country's overall economy,

which was why Putin now wanted a

civilian economist in the defence

ministry job."The one who is more open
to innovations is the one who will be
victorious on the battlefield," Peskov
said.Belousov, a former economy
minister known to be very close to Putin,
shares the Russian leader's vision of
rebuilding a strong state, and has also
worked with Putin's top technocrats who
want greater innovation and are open to
new ideas.Belousov has played an
important role in overseeing Russia's
drone programme.The shake-up, which
caught the elite off-guard, indicates Putin
is doubling down on the Ukraine war and
wants to harness more of Russia's
economy for the war after the West sought,

but failed so far, to sink the economy with
sanctions.

ECONOMIC WAR

Russia's economists have so far largely
ensured economic stability and growth
despite the toughest sanctions ever
imposed on a major economy, even
though the failings of the Russian military
were laid bare shortly after the
invasion."The proposal to appoint one of
the main court economists and the main
state minister in the economic bloc to
head the Defence Ministry may mean that
Putin is planning to win the war with the

former Russian diplomat who is now a
senior fellow at the Carnegie Russia
Eurasia Center.The winning strategy in
this case will not be mobilisations and
breakthroughs, but slow pressure on
Ukraine with the superior power of the
Russian military-industrial complex and
the economy as a whole, which,
apparently, is supposed to be made to
work more effectively for the front and
rear."Putin's move, though unexpected,
preserves balance at the top of the
complex system of personal loyalties that
make up the current political system.The
shake-up gives Shoigu a job that is
technically regarded as senior to his
defence ministry role, ensuring
continuity and saving Shoigu's face.
Valery Gerasimov, the chief of Russia's
General Staff and someone with a more
hands-on role when it comes to directing
the war, will remain in post.

Shoigu was heavily criticised by Russian
military bloggers for a series of retreats
the Russian military was forced to make
in 2022. Yevgeny Prigozhin, the leader of

defence industry plants and international
said Alexander Baunov, a

markets,"

6.4-magnitude earthquake strikes
near Mexico-Guatemala border

A strong earthquake measuring 6.4 on

the Richter scale shook the border of In Tapachula, near the border, civil
defence brigades were moving through
the city looking for signs of damage.

Mexico and Guatemala early Sunday,
driving frightened residents into the
streets.The temblor struck just
before 6 a.m. near the Mexican
border town of Suchiate, where a
river by the same name divides the
two countries.

coast, 16 km west-southwest of
Brisas Barra de Suchiate, where the
river empties into the sea.The
earthquake had a preliminary
magnitude of 6.4, according to the
US Geological Survey and a depth
of 75 km.n Mexico, there were no
immediate reports of damage, but
more mountainous, remote parts of the
border are prone to landslides.

disaster prevention agency shared
photos of small landslides on highways
in the Quetzaltenango region and large
cracks in walls in a hospital in San
Marcos on its social media accounts,

Didier Solares,

“Luckily, everything is good,” Solares

but there were no reports of deaths.

an official with
Suchiate's Civil Defense agency, said
so far they had not found damage.

said. “We are talking with companies,
to the (rural areas) via radio and there's
nothing, there's no damage thank
God,” he said.The early morning
quake still gave people a fright.

In the mountainous and picturesque
colonial city of San Cristobal, the
shaking was strong.

“Here we got up because we have the

seismic alert service,” said
resident Joaquin Morales. “The
alert woke me up because it comes
30 seconds before (the quake).”In
Tuxtla Chico, a town near
Tapachula, Mar-a Guzman, a
teacher said: “It was horrible, it
felt strong. It was a real
scare.”Later Sunday, there was a
swarm of at least two dozen small
earthquakes in Mexico's northern
state of Baja California, near the
US border.The largest of the
quakes was of 4.6 magnitude,

while the majority were between 2.5
and 3.7.No immediate damage was
reported in the sparsely populated
region roughly 50 m south of a
relatively unpopulated aea south of El
Centro, California.They did not appear
related to the quake in Suchiate, which
is almost 3,750 km to the southeast.

Major fire burns down shopping complex
with 1,400 shops in Poland's Warsaw

Warsaw,UPDATED A major fire broke
out Sunday morning in a vast shopping
complex in the Polish capital of
Warsaw that housed some 1,400 shops
and service outlets and where many
of the vendors were from Vietnam.

Huge plumes of black smoke could be
seen rising over the vast area. The |
fire department said that more than
80 per cent of the Marywilska 44 |
shopping complex burned in the
Bialoleka district of Warsaw, and
that the roof caved in.Police
reported no injuries, but traders
were in despair at the loss of their
livelihoods.The Gazeta Wyborcza
daily reported that some
Vietnamese vendors wanted to enter to
save their goods from the complex, but
were blocked by security guards.

The Association of Vietnamese
Entrepreneurs in Poland said the blaze
meant “great financial losses for

merchants”, calling it a “terrible

tragedy for thousands of merchants
and their families”.Chemical and
environmental rescue specialists were

industrial construction company listed
on the Warsaw Stock Exchange, owns
the shopping centre.Warsaw police
said it had begun investigating the

blaze, which began at
around 3.30 am, but hadn’t
yet determined the
cause.The Warsaw city
administration planned on

among the large numbers of rescue
officials who took part in the operation.
Authorities sent a text message
warning Warsaw residents about the
fire, and telling them to stay home with
the windows closed.Mirbud, an

Monday to discuss
financial support for the
small traders whose
livelihoods were destroyed.

Shopping centres and large
shops are usually closed on
Sunday because of a ban on
trade imposed by the
previous government, which had close
ties to the Catholic church.

However, small business owners are
exempt from the ban, and many of the
small shops at the centre worked on
Sundays.

the Wagner mercenary group and one of
Shoigu's fiercest critics.

Blinken questions Israel's
post-war plan as forces push
deeper into Rafah

World Israel’s offensive against Hamas

intensified further as Israeli forces pushed
deeper into the city of Rafah in southern Gaza,
with Palestinian health officials reporting 19
deaths and dozens of injuries.As Israel
expanded its operations, US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken reiterated America’s strong
opposition to a major military assault on the
enclave that houses over a million Palestinians,
saying that Israel would "be left holding the
bag on an enduring insurgency" without an exit
from Gaza and a post-war governance
plan.Meanwhile, ramping up the pressure on
Tel Aviv, Egypt on Sunday said it would
intervene in support of South Africa's case
against Israel at the International Court of
Justice.

Here are the latest developments in the Israel-
Hamas war:Israeli forces sent tanks into
eastern Jabalia in the northern Gaza Strip, with
heavy aerial and ground bombardments. They
also pushed deep into Jabalia camp, closer than
the first time when they invaded northern Gaza.
The Palestinian health ministry said the death
toll in the war had exceeded 35,000
people.Antony Blinken said the United States
was continuing to press Israeli leaders to
provide a plan for Gaza once the war is finally
over.

"Israel's on the trajectory, potentially, to inherit
an insurgency with many armed Hamas left, or
if it leaves, a vacuum filled by chaos, filled by
anac{chy and probably refilled by Hamas," he
said.

Citing the growing scale of Israel's operations in
Gaza and their impact on civilians, Egypt
pledged support to South Africa’s ongoing
lawsuit in the International Court of Justice
accusing Israel of genocide in Gaza.

"The intervention in this case comes in light of
the expansion in scope and scale of Israeli
violations against civilians in Gaza," the
Egyptian foreign ministry said, without
specifying what the intervention would entail.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in a
Memorial Day speech vowed to continue
fighting until victory in memory of those killed
in the war. Netanyahu said that Israel has
"completed about half" of its war against
Hamas in Gaza, "but we are committed to
completing this sacred task".

Meanwhile, pro-Palestine protesters disrupted
college graduation ceremonies throughout the
US over the weekend, with students walking
out in protest of commencement speaker Jerry
Seinfeld at Duke University and demonstrators
splashing red paint on the steps of a building at
the University of North Carolina.

Ex-US Marine pilot arrested in Australia had

links wnh Chlnese hacker:

Sydney,UPDATED A former US Marine
pilot fighting extradition from Australia
on US charges of training Chinese
military pilots to land on aircraft carriers
unknowingly worked with a Chinese
hacker, his lawyer said.

Daniel Duggan, 55, a naturalised Australian
citizen, feared requests by Western
intelligence agencies for sensitive
information were putting his family at
risk, the lawyer said in a legal filing seen
by Reuters.The lawyer's filing supports
Reuters reporting linking Duggan to
convicted Chinese defence hacker Su
Bin.Duggan denies the allegations that he
broke US arms control laws. He has been
in an Australian maximum security
prison since his 2022 arrest after
returning from six years working in
BeijingUS authorities found
correspondence with Duggan on
electronic devices seized from Su Bin,
Duggan's lawyer Bernard Collaery said in
the March submission to Australian
Attorney General Mark Dreyfus, who
will decide whether to surrender Duggan
to the US after a magistrate hears
Duggan's extradition caseThe case will
be heard in a Sydney court this month,
two years after his arrest in rural Australia
at a time when Britain was warning its

former military pilots not to work for
China.u Bin, arrested in Canada in 2014,
pleaded guilty in 2016 to theft of US
military aircraft designs by hacking
major US defence contractors. He is
listed among seven co-conspirators with
Duggan in the extradition
request.Duggan knew Su Bin as an
employment broker for Chinese state
aviation company AVIC, lawyer Collaery
wrote, and the hacking case was "totally
unrelated to our client".Although Su Bin
"may have had an improper connection to

(Chinese) agents, this was unknown to
our client", Duggan's lawyer wrote.
'OVERT INTELLIGENCE CONTACT'
AVIC was blacklisted by the US last year as
a Chinese military-linked company.
Messages retrieved from Su Bin's
electronic devices show he paid for
Duggan's travel from Australia to Beijing
in May 2012, according to extradition
documents lodged by the United States
with the Australian court.
Duggan asked Su Bin to help source

Lawyer

Chinese aircraft parts for his Top Gun
tourist flight business in Australia,
Collaery wrote.The Australian Security
Intelligence Organisation (ASIO) and
US Navy criminal investigators knew
Duggan was training pilots for AVIC and
met him in Australia's Tasmania state in
December 2012 and February 2013, his
lawyer wrote.ASIO and the US Navy
Criminal Investigation Service did not
respond to Reuters requests for
comment on the meetings. ASIO has
previously said it would not comment as
the matter was before the court.

An ASIO officer suggested that while
carrying on his legitimate business
operations in China, Mr Duggan may be
able to gather sensitive information," his
lawyer wrote.Duggan moved to China in

2013 and was barred from leaving the
country in 2014, his lawyer said.
Duggan's LinkedIn profile and aviation
sources who knew him said he was
working in China as an aviation
consultantin2013 and 2014.

He renounced his US citizenship in 2016 at
the US embassy in Beijing, backdated to
2012 on a certificate, after "overt
intelligence contact by US authorities
that may have compromised his family
safety", his lawyer wrote.
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Engg student found
dead in lake

Bengaluru: A 21-year-old engineering student
of a private college near Kengeri on Mysuru
Road was found dead in Jigani Lake on
Saturday afternoon.The body of Amruthesh
Pandey, who was a resident of Jigani Town
and third-year computer science student, was
noticed by a passer-by who alerted police.

Cops said Pandey, who stayed in the college
hostel, had not attended classes for the past
six months. He had returned home for the
summer vacation. His father, Vijay Shankar
Reddy, an employee of a private firm, told
police that he wanted to pay the college fees
for the next year but there was no proper
response from Pandey. He then checked with
the college and learnt that he had been
irregular in attending classes.Friday
morning, Reddy reportedly chided Pandey
for not attending classes. Pandey may have
jumped into the lake and killed himself
following the incident.Reddy and his wife,
Hemalatha Pandey, have been living in the
city for 20 years. A case of unnatural death
has been registered by Jigani police. Further
investigation is in progress and no suicide
note has been found, a senior police officer
said. We also published the following articles
recentlyAnanya Panday's 5-Year Bollywood
journey sparks emotions in mom Bhavana
PandeyAnanya Panday's journey from debut
to versatile talent is celebrated by her mother
Bhavana Pandey. Amid rumors of a split with
Aditya Roy Kapur, Ananya focuses on
moving forward, finding comfort in her new
furry friend.

Exclusive - Fahmaan Khan and Shagun Pandey
pay tribute to their moms with heartfelt
messagesFahmaan Khan and Shagun Pandey
honor their moms on Mother's Day. Khan
values a mother's love as a child's
superpower, while Pandey credits his acting
skills to his mother, the family's entertainer.
Both express gratitude and cherish memories
with heartfelt messages.Lee Sang Hee
revealed to have been married for 5 yearsLee
Sang Hee's heartfelt speech at the 2024
Baeksang Art Awards, expressing gratitude
to her husband, resonated deeply with the
audience, sparking emotional reactions.

Another star hotel asked
fighting couple, aide to leave

Kolkata: A day after a businessman from Gujarat and his aide from Mumbai were arrested for a severe
attack on the businessman’s wife at a star hotel in the city, police found on Sunday that the three had
recently put up at another star hotel, which had asked them to leave on the night of May 8 for their
constant rows, which had led other guests to expressed their displeasure. The wife, a transwoman, was
also arrested on Sunday under Foreigners Act for using fake citizenship documents.After being asked to
vacate that hotel, the three had checked into the star hotel on E M Bypass on May 9.Another star hotel

asked fighting couple, aide to leave

Police said the couple had legally got married on May 2. “But the Vadodara-based businessman claimed
they got married on May 6. Shortly, the woman apparently told him she faced multiple problems
adjusting to his demands and that she wanted to end their marriage. The woman said she felt like a victim
of marital rape,” said an officer, adding this led to the couple’s constant fights at the two hotels.On the
intervening night of Friday and Saturday, the woman was found severely injured in the hotel’s lobby and
she had claimed she had been assaulted by her husband and his aide. The two men were arrested from
near the airport and booked for attempt to murder and assault. “The men have been remanded in police
custody till May 16 and the woman till May 18,” said DC (East) Arish Bilal. Police are checking the
CCTV footage from the two hotels’ lobbies.

Aprobe has revealed the businessman’s family was upset with the wedding and that they had sent his aide,
who ran a security agency, to visit Kolkata and convince the businessman to break up. But with the turn
of the event, the aide told police, he had sided with the businessman.Cops said the woman was a
Bangladeshi national from Barisal who had illegally entered India through the Tripura border in 2012.
She lived in Guwahati for some time, used forged documents to get an Aadhaar card from Howrah and
started a sex-change procedure at a clinic in Delhi’s Rohini in 2013. In 2020, she shifted to Uluberia and
started living with a ‘guruma’. She then frequented dance bars in Bihar, Delhi and Goa. She had met the
businessman ata New Year’s party last year in Goa and the two decided to get married, police said.

Greater Hyd braces for fierce poll battle

STATE
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Rooftop solar panel users in
Kerala decry generation duty hike

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:

Consumers who have installed rooftop
solar panels have been dealt a severe blow
with a steep increase in -electricity
generation duty imposed on them. The
levy on consumers who generate energy
for their consumption has been raised from
1.2 paise to 15 paise per unit from April 1.

Moreover, consumer groups have decided to

move legally against the power
department, the KSEB and the chief
electrical inspector for violating the
central government’s decision that
generation duty should not be
collected for solar power, which is
renewable energy.The chief
electrical inspector had come out
with an order dated March 27
stating that electricity generation
duty would be imposed on all
licensees from the start of the
financial year. It was only when
consumers received their
generation bills this month that the |
additional burden came to light.

Besides this tariff, these consumers

also pay a fixed charge, meter rent, energy
charges, duty, fuel surcharge and monthly
fuel surcharge. One consumer’s Rs 2,380
bill included Rs 89.55 in generation
duty.Discussion threads on the Kerala
Solar Power Community Facebook page,
which includes those who have installed
rooftop solar panels among its 72,000
membes, have been deeply critical of the

electrical inspector, said that it was in 1968
that the state government promulgated the
Electrical Duty Act and Rules that said 1.2
paise per unit of power should be procured
from consumers.

Violates central directive’
“The 2023-24 state budget increased it to 15

paise per unit. This was despite the Centre
maintaining that consumers cannot be
charged generation duty for renewable

energy. For every Rs 6 per unit of power
generated, the duty has gone up by 11.5%.
For instance, a person who receives Rs
1,260 as generation bill will have to pay Rs
100-120 as generation duty,” Thomas told
TNIE.Chief electrical inspector G Vinod
said the 1968 Rules did not have any
mention of solar power. The electrical
inspectorate had proposed amending the
legislation.

move.Jameskutty Thomas, a rooftop solar “Since there have been many complaints

power unit owner who is also a retired

from consumers, we had apprised the state

government of the Centre’s
recommendation not to impose generation
duty. We are awaiting a policy decision.
Also, currently the full budget has not yet
been approved. Once the discussion arises,
we will highlight the issue again,” said
Vinod.According to the Solar Producers’
Association, the Kerala State Electricity
Regulatory Commission did not have a
role in the decision. The commission has
called a meeting of rooftop solar
panel owners 1in
Thiruvananthapuram on May 15.
Gross metering grouse
At the meeting, customers are also
expected to raise objections
against the introduction of gross
meters. They are peeved as a
decision to roll in a gross metering
system was called off after
widespread protests two years ago.
Those who feed solar power to
KSEB’s grid and use KSEB’s
power for household purposes
were thus far required to pay only
for the excess power used. This was
measured using the net metering system.
The board’s decision to switch to gross
metering has come under flak from solar-
power generators. They allege that this
will result in separate meters for solar
power and electricity used for household
purposes. Until now, a solar power user
who returns excess power to the KSEB
was getting 12.69 a unit. With the
introduction of gross metering, this is
expected to drop to 12.50-2.15.

2 women die of heart attack

VILLUPURAM: Grief-stricken, S Anita from Karuvepillaipalayam
near Thiruvennainallur Taluk appeared for her class 12
examinations on March 5, the day of her father's funeral. Not even
24 hours had passed since the girl lost her father, a 54-year-old
chilli vendor, in a road accident, the very night before her English
examination.A show of resilience, Anita kept on, to fulfil her
father's dreams, attempted her board examinations and scored 85%
-- 514 marks out of 600. "If my dad was alive, he would have made
sure I joined the college, as he did for all four of my sisters," she told

TNIE. She expressed her
desire to pursue a career in
Chartered Accountancy,
however, the family could
not afford to pay for her
undergraduate course. "My
mother is unable to source
the money required," said
Anita, a student from
Saravanambakkam
Government Higher
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Secondary School.Anita's father, M Subrayalu (51), made money

by selling red pepper, carrying bags of it on his bicycle. On March
4, as he was crossing the Tiruchy-Chennai National Highway near
Siruthanur, a car en route to Chennai reportedly struck him fatally,
said the police. He is survived by his wife Kuppammal and five
daughters, two of whom are married. Anita said her father had
dreamt of making her a police officer. Anita, as a last resort, has
now sought the assistance of the district administration and the
state government to pursue her higher education.

Health, environment &

infra are key demands in

youth manifesto

Mumbai: From enforcement of anti-littering

laws to open space development, from
increased importance to be given to water
quality index to accessible healthcare and
affordable student hostels in the city, a
manifesto developed by a youth-led
organization working on improving electoral
literacy, highlights some of the key issues
plaguing the city.The organization, based on
research, rigorous discussion and expert
inputs, have divided their demands in three
broad areas, including city & infrastructure,
healthcare and environment.Health,
environment & infra are key demands in youth
manifestoMark Your Presence, an NGO,
founded by Chaitanya Prabhu in 2018, is
primarily managed by young students from
across the city. The organization has been
working with young voters in creating
awareness and making college campuses voter
friendly. Ahead of the elections, based on
surveys with close to 1,000 students, it has
drawn up an action plan for the political
representatives.The idea was to bridge the gap
between the youth and their elected
representatives and to increase their
participation in the democratic process.
Prabhu, who conceived the idea of the
manifesto document about a year and a half
ago, said that many youths are politically
aware and are interested in participating in the
political discourse. “Documents like these are
a reflection of youth’s interest in the
democratic process,” he said. Among their long
list of demands, divided in three sections, the
students have asked for more open spaces,
more employment opportunities from
educational institutions, comprehensive waste
management infrastructure, regulation of
medical institutions, addressing the problem of
ageing population, government grants for
medical innovations, awareness workshops on
health insurance, timely alerts and information
on AQIs, better monitoring network, and
incentives for cleaner energy sources. The
NGO, which worked on the manifesto for over
a year, not only took opinions from a diverse
student population through questionnaires,
held focused group discussions, but also took
expert consultations.Housing expert and urban
planner Chandrasekhar Prabhu, former dean of
KEM Hospital Dr Avinash Supe and founder of
Vanshakti and environmental activist Stalin
Dayanand were part of the expert committee,
which contributed to the manifesto. The
organization also held workshops to ensure
that their manifesto resonates with the
grassroots. Feedback was also taken from the
stakeholders and incorporated in the final
document.

No reprieve from MCC for K’taka as

Hyderabad: Greater Hyderabad,
which has four Lok Sabha seats —
Hyderabad, Chevella,
Secunderabad and Malkajgiri —
is going to witness a fierce
election battle. The situation is
peculiar this election season
because of the candidates in fray:
Two MLAs, who are former
ministers, two women candidates
and senior politicians making
their debut in the general
elections, two of India’s richest
politicians, a Union minister and a
leader who has never lost an
election.While the two richest
politicians, Konda Vishweshwar
Reddy of BJP and G Ranjith
Reddy of Congress, are pitted
against each other in Chevella LS
constituency, Union minister and
BJP state chief G Kishan Reddy is
facing Congress and BRS MLAs,
Danam Nagender and T Padma
Rao Goud, both former ministers,
in the Secunderabad Lok Sabha
seat.Ranjith Reddy contested the
2019 polls and won on a BRS
ticket, and is seeking to retain the
seat again, but this time on a
Congress ticket.New faces &
veteransMeanwhile, BJP’s K

Madhavi Latha and Congress’
Patnam Suneetha Reddy are two
of the candidates making their
debut in the Lok Sabha polls.
While Madhavi is challenging
AIMIM’s Asaduddin Owaisi in
Hyderabad Lok Sabha
constituency, a seat dominated by
the MIM for the past 40 years,
Suneetha is pitted against veteran
politician and former minister
Eatela Rajender of BJP, who is
also testing his electoral fortunes
for the first time in parliamentary
election from Malkajgiri
constituency.Even Congress
candidate Sameer Waliullah from
Hyderabad and BRS candidate
Ragidi Laxma Reddy from
Malkajgiri are making their debut
in the Lok Sabha polls.While big
guns such as G Kishan Reddy,
Konda Vishweshwar Reddy,
Eatala Rajender, Danam
Nagender, T Padma Rao Goud
and BRS’ Kasani Gnaneshwar
from Chevella, have previously
tasted defeat in at least one
election — be it the municipal,
assembly or general polls —
Owaisi has never lost an
electionln the 2019 Lok Sabha

elections, all the four major
political players in the state had
shared the honours by winning
one seat each, with Owaisi
retaining Hyderabad, BIJP
Secunderabad, BRS Chevella and
Congress winning the Malkajgiri
constituency.We also published
the following articles recently

Chevella constituency of Telangana

Lok Sabha election 2024: Date of
voting, result, candidates list,
main parties,
scheduleSecundrabad Lok Sabha
constituency in Telangana
includes 7 Assembly segments.
BRS won 9 seats, BJP 4, Congress
3, and AIMIM's Owaisi emerged
victorious. In 2023, Congress
won 64 seats, BRS 39, BJP 8, and
AIMIM 7. CPI secured 1 seat.
Telangana votes on May
13.Malkajgiri constituency of
Telangana Lok Sabha election
2024: Date of voting, result,
candidates list, main parties,
scheduleMalkajgiri Lok Sabha in
Telangana, with seven Assembly
segments, saw Anumula Revanth
Reddy's 2019 victory. Lok Sabha
2024 fourth phase is on May 13,
expecting over 3.17 crore.

MLC elections are announced

Bengaluru: With LS polls in

Karnataka completed earlier
last week, the state
administration appears to be
on “paid leave” as the
Election Commission of
India (ECI) has refused to
consider relaxing the model
code of conduct in states,
where polls are over.nd
dashing any hopes of
Karnataka getting “specific”
relaxation, the MLC
elections to the graduates’
and teachers’ constituencies
announced on May 9 has
meant there will be no
reprieve in the situation
with all development works
forced to a standstill.“With
the ministerial meetings and
CM’s meetings with the
DCs coming under the
MCC, we asked for specific
relaxation of MCC to help
the state mitigate the
drought situation in
Karnataka rather than seek a

general relaxation,” said a
CMO official.It is said soon
after the second phase of
polling on May 7, CM
Siddaramaiah directed chief
secretary Rajneesh Goel to
write to the ECI seeking a
relaxation. But the MLC
election notification was
issued on May 9 and MCC
was put in force. “While the
model code of conduct is
important, in those states
where elections have been
completed, the ECI must
relax the MCC and open up
for at least basic
administrative
requirements,” said
economic advisor to the CM
Basavaraj Rayareddy.One
of the restrictions is that
MLAS cannot visit their
offices in the constituencies
or reach out to ministers to
seek assistance in resolving
their concerns.With close to
25 days left for the results

of the ongoing Lok Sabha
elections to be declared, it is
said govt is worried that the
lack of sufficient rains in
the state may raise concerns
about drinking water and
lead to yet another drought.
At the other end, if rains do
come in abundance, then
the govt may be left “ill-
prepared” to tackle any
floods which may occur.
However, sources say MCC
per se will not hurt any
works taken up to address
exigencies and that only
political decisions may be
hard to make due to ban on
ministerial meetings and
reviews of the ground
situation.We also published
the following articles
recentlyBJP's Kaiserganj
candidate for Lok Sabha
booked for violating
MCCFIR against BJP's
Karan Bhushan Singh for
violating Model Code of

Conduct with unauthorized
rally at Belsar Market amid
supporters. Investigation
launched post media
reports, District Election
Officer Neha Sharma noted
violations, leading to FIR
under IPC sections.

Working on sound ban

relaxation for indoor events:
CMCM Sawant is exploring
allowing indoor events to
play music beyond 10pm in
Goa. TTAG supports the
initiative and recommends
streamlining event
permissions and addressing
high copyright fees.

The most relaxed zodiac signs

on weekendsTaurus,
Cancer, and Virgos prefer
cozy weekends at home.
Libras seek balance with
friends. Pisceans are
creative dreamers.
Sagittarians recharge
outdoors, enjoying leisurely
activities, and exploring.

Tribal girl in Tamil Nadu tops class 10 boards from outside network coverage

TIRUCHY: “The number you’re trying to
reach is not available at the moment,”
echoes the recording whenever someone
attempts to contact R Dhanusha, a tribal
community girl from Sillaiyur village who
has secured a centum in mathematics in the
class 10 public examination.As there is no
mobile phone tower in her place, it’s quite
tricky to reach out to Dhanusha and her
parents, who are cashew farm workers in
the village at Vannadu panchayat, nestled in
the hills of Pachamalai. In order to talk to
TNIE, she had to walk over a kilometre to

get connectivity.A student of Government
Tribal Residential Higher Secondary
School in Chinna Illupur, Dhanusha is the :

only student among all the five tribal
residential schools in the Thuraiyur region
to score a centum in the boards this year. *
Scoring a total of 450 marks, Dhanushais
also the topper of her school. With her _
voice breaking up over the call, Dhanusha
said, “I travelled back and forth to my
village on weekends to work alongside my
parents in the agriculture field. When my
father goes to work in the downbhill area, I

take responsibility of the field along with
my mother.”

Rathika, mother of Dhanusha, said, “We are

her focused training.” He added, “If she had

cashew cultivators by profession. Along
with her studies, she helped us a lot with
work. Whatever she opts to study, we will
stand by her and help her achieve her
dream.”P Selvam, headmaster of the
school, said, “We are happy that our
student has achieved a centum. She has
scored 450 in the exam and topped in the
school. Hailing from a poor background,
she was able to achieve this through her
hard work under teachers’ guidance.

Since she is staying in the hostel, we gave

scored more than 90 in English, she might
have scored above 480, setting a record for
the highest marks scored by a student in the
school’s history. We are aiming for more
centums in the next year.” The same school
achieved two centums in Science last year
in the tenth public examination, as per
sources.Dhanusha said, “I want to become
a Collector (IAS officer) and do good for
the people in my area. I want to thank my
teacher R Suji and the headmaster for
making this possible.”
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On Mother’s Day,
and every day

EDITORIAL

Social erasure of women

THE SIKH TIMES (6

Remember that many women are still laapataa. Worse, they don’t even care to find themselves

Let us take a break from the daily exchange of

I can’t forget that ear twisting I got from mom. I
had taken a 10 paisa coin from her purse to buy a
kulfi without permission. Stealing is a bad habit
was a lesson learnt, the harder way at that tender
age of five. Her supervision and concern for me
hasn’t abated even after half a century of my
existence. As the saying goes, life doesn’t come
with a manual, but it does come with a
mother.Born in a middle class family in the
mofussil town of Nabha, she disregarded the
patriarchal societal diktats that discouraged
girls from various outdoor activities. Be it
playing hockey for college or attending NCC
camps or pursuing her passion for music, she
didn’t let gender hamper her dreams. Later, she
chose to teach instrumental music as a
profession, something that wasn’t common
amng girls from the so-called ‘good
families’.Finally retiring as a college principal,
she was an epitome of women empowerment in
her times.

Our father being in the Army was mostly away,
posted in field areas. The responsibility of
bringing up children singlehandedly fell upon
her. During my years in boarding school, she
would look me up every fortnight, travelling all
the way in a bus on Sundays — the only easy
day, perhaps, a working woman gets. When both
her sons got commissioned, mom got the
smartest salute from them. No doubt, a mother
can take place of all others, but whose place no
one else can take.

On entering teenage, I would get a pestering dose
of lectures against drugs and juvenile vices to
refrain from. ‘I have raised him this far, now I
entrust you with the responsibility of grooming
him for ethical soldiering’— she wouldn’t
hesitate even to ‘instruct’ my first commanding
officer, who had been my father’s subordinate in

the same regiment.A house proud octogenarian,
she still manages her kitchen. On my getting
married, she packed a ‘working kitchen’ for my
bride, with an advice that the ‘lady who manages
the kitchen, controls the house’. Even today, she
is our supplier of pickles, pinnis, homegrown
mangoes and homemade wine. Before
travelling, she never forgets to hand us an
artistically packed meal for the journey. Love is
invariably the secret ingredient in her
cooking.She taught me the concept of God and
that faith has always kept me anchored. A silent
prayer of gratitude is better than a prayer of
request, is what I learnt from her. Whenever the
sea of life got rough, and for some reason I found
God missing, I looked upon my mother to help
me steer the right course.

Now, in the evening of her life, we don’t have
much time left under her protective wings. |
dread the deafening silence that will follow once
she returns to her maker. To the world, she is our
mother, but to her family, she is the world.

I feel blessed that she has held my hand for such a
long time, a privilege that has been denied to

many.

I have nothing against lawyers per se, but I certainly
have strong reservations about their presence in
consumer courts, because it militates against the very
principle on which consumer protection
jurisprudence and the grievance redress mechanism
are built. They have not only slowed down the
adjudication process in the consumer tribunals
through repeated adjournments, but have also
brought all the trappings of the civil court, making it
difficult for consumers to fight their cases without
lawyers.Now they want the apex consumer court, the
National Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission, to have long summer and winter
vacations like the Supreme Court and the High
Courts and have sought the intervention of the Delhi
High Court to ensure that. If you look at the
Consumer Protection (Consumer Commission
Procedure) Regulations, first notified in 1987 (under
the Consumer Protection Act of 1986), later revised
in 2005 and notified again in 2020 under the new
Consumer Protection Act, 2019, none of them
provide for winter and summer vacations. The
Regulations mandate normal working hours on all
working days of the Central government in case of
the National Commission and all working days of the
state government in case of state consumer disputes
redressal commissions and the district consumer
disputes redressal commissions. So, declaring
summer and winter vacations clearly violates the law.

Yet, in a writ petition filed before the Delhi High Court,
the All India Bar Association of the National
Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission has
sought directions from the High Court to the Union
government as well as the National Consumer
Disputes Redressal Commission to restore the
summer vacation in the month of June and winter

disgusting barbs being flung by our venerable
political leaders at each other. The level of political
discourse has sunk so low by now that short of using
actual swear words, rival candidates have tried
everything else. So, a resolute silence over who will
win and who will lose the 2024 elections! As far as |
am concerned — and I’'m sure there are many like
me — we have all lost. Pity this proud democracy
and its citizens for having such a useless bunch of
leaders.That said, let me take you as far away from
this muck as I can by recommending a film that
needs to be seen and discussed for many reasons.
Called ‘Laapataa Ladies’, produced by Aamir Khan
and Kiran Rao, it is now available on Netflix for
those who missed it in cinema halls. Long, long ago,
Rabindranath Tagore wrote a story called ‘Nouka
Dubi’ (The Boat Capsized) that had a similar theme.
A barge carrying two sets of newly-wed couples
capsizes, and in the melee that follows, the brides
get exchanged. The story was made into a film and
although I never saw it, it always tickled my fancy.

After all these years, Kiran Rao has picked up the

same dilemma and brought it up to the present times
by including some interesting twists in the plot.
‘Laapataa Ladies’ is set in the rural backwaters of
the Hindi heartland, the last bastion of Hindu
orthodoxy and patriarchal families. Like many of
us, Rao says she always wondered what life in those
sad-looking stations that trains pass by must be like.
Dotting wind-swept fields and often a mere cluster
of mud jhuggis with thatched roofs, they belong to
an era that the rest of India left decades ago. Dusty,
dismal, with no visible signs of modernity (such as
electricity pylons, Internet towers and pucca
buildings), life here seems frozen in a time warp. As
we whizz past them in air-conditioned coaches,
munching snacks and sipping fruit drinks, it is
difficult to register this forgotten India that we all
prefer not to see or think about, and ever visit.

The main plot of Rao’s filmis a variation of the Tagore

story, where two brides — their faces covered by
veils — get mixed up in the confusion of alighting
from a train and end up with the wrong husband and
wrong villages. One finds a home in the wrong
sasural but the other — the really lost bride — has
neither a home nor a sasural and ends up sitting on
the platform of a tiny railway station, hoping that her
husband (whose name she does not utter) will find

Jumaican case turns spotlight on the menace

LESS than five months after a Nicaragua-bound
chartered plane, carrying mostly Indians, landed in
Mumbeai after running into trouble with the French
authorities, a flight with 200-odd Indians on board
was sent back to Dubai from Jamaica as immigration
officials detected discrepancies in the passengers’
documents. The group was reportedly transiting |
through the Caribbean country, with some of its |
travellers destined for Nicaragua ‘in the hope of
participating in a major housing development
project’.

The Nicaragua angle has again turned the spotlight on
the menace of donkey/dunki flights. Unscrupulous
travel agents arrange such flights to Central American
nations with the aim of facilitating passengers’ illegal
entry into the US. Nicaragua is popular among
migrants apparently due to the ease of obtaining
travel papers for the purpose. In January, the Gujarat
Crime Investigation Department had said that the 66
passengers from the state on the chartered flight that was

her. The efforts of the kindly station master and the
local thanedar come to naught for Phool (this
laapataa bride) cannot remember the name of her
native village or that of her husband’s village. Let
me not say more about the delightful twists and turns
that are negotiated by the scriptwriter and give the
plot away, but here are some points that moved me.

Tempting as it must be to resort to stereotypes when

creating low-level government characters, Rao
manages to mine their softer side to reveal that
humanity is still alive and kicking in India. Missing
people are not just grainy photographs published in
a remote corner of our newspapers, but lives that
have an individual story that can shake one. That
orphans, beggars and those with the least to offer are
often the most generous among us, and that
goodness is not yet completely buried by greed,
goons and government karamcharis.

Beyond this, the curious case of a girl who doesn’t

remember her own name brought to my mind those
countless women in our part of North India whose
names were erased by their roles. So, bahu,
bahurani, so-and-so ki amma, bitiya... all these
were ways of making young brides forget that they
had an identity of their own. Years ago, my nieces

Donkey flights

grounded at Vatry airport in France in December 2023 on
the suspicion of human trafficking had agreed to pay Rs

Long court vacation goes against consumer interest

Consumer Protection Act mandates that cases be decided as expeditiously as possible. It is ironic that lawyers are seeking directions that go against the law

vacation in the last week of December in
the calendar of the Commission, in
consonance with the calendars of the
Supreme Court and the High Court and
other tribunals and commissions working
under different ministries.It is truly ironic
that the lawyers, who are supposed to
uphold the law, are seeking directions that
go against the law!Unfortunately, the
consumer commissions at the national,
state and the district levels did violate the
Regulations of 1987 and 2005 and enjoyed
summer, winter and even Dasehra
vacations. In fact, a look at the National
Commission’s calendar shows the
declaration of summer and winter
vacations till the year 2020. The calendar,
however, changes from 2021 when the
National Commission decided to abide by
the Regulation notified in July 2020 and
put a stop to those vacations and asked the
state commissions and the district
commissions to follow suit. Initially, some
of the states were reluctant to comply,
forcing the consumer affairs ministry in
May 2022 to write to the chief secretaries

of the states and the state commissions, urging them
to comply with the Regulations in the interest of
timely disposal of cases.

The effect of this, along with facilities like e-filing and
videoconferencing, can be seen in the fact that the
consumer commissions are recording for the first
time a new, highly positive trend — the number of
cases resolved in a year is more than the number of
cases filed in that year. In 2023, for example, as
against 1.26 lakh complaints filed, the number of

cases disposed of was 1.36 lakh. The record of the
National Commission vis-a-vis the disposal rate was
even more remarkable. Consequently, there is a slow
decline in the number of pending cases before these
commissions in the last few years. From 5,60,700 in
2021, the number of pending cases came down to
5,43,3591in2023.

While consumers are upbeat about this, it is
unfortunate that the lawyers are seeking an interim
order from the Delhi High Court directing the
National Commission not to list any cases in the

-
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decided to create a family tree of the women in their
father’s family. They were young feminists who did
not like the idea that the official family tree they
were shown had only men in all the branches. So
they decided to ask their grandfather (the oldest
person in their family) to help them fill in the blanks.
Shockingly, he did not know his mother’s name
because she had passed away when he was just
three. His own sisters, surrogate guardians after his
mother’s demise, were known as Choti Di, Bari Di,
and referred to as only that. Other loving female
relatives were Chachi, Bua, Mami and so on. Their
names were laapata! When our family panditji
conducted any shraddh or puja, he only asked for the
names of the males on either side (the paternal and
maternal) to be recited. No woman was ever
remembered in such rituals after she died.

PN Haksar’s beautiful memoir (‘One More Life,

1913-1929°) is dedicated to all the nameless women
of his family who gave him such a memorable early
life, but who had no names other than the titles they
were given in the family.

Think about this social erasure of women and

remember that many women are still laapataa.
Worse, they don’t even care to find themselves.

60-80 lakh to agents to illegally migrate to the US.
Some passengers had allegedly paid an advance of
up to Rs 8 lakh. At that time, the Punjab Police had
formed an SIT to probe the case as several
passengers were from the northern state.

It is obvious that an international network of agents
— hand in glove with officials at every stage — is
helping illegal migrants move from one country to
another. The desperate travellers are risking life
and limb, besides their life savings, to reach their
final destination. Close coordination between
agencies of various countries is needed to bust the
flourishing human trafficking racket. It is a cause
for concern that many unauthorised agents
continue to ply their trade despite the frequently
reported cases of boat tragedies and grounded
flights. The Indian authorities must get their act
together as the repeated involvement of its
nationals in such illicit activities is an

embarrassment for the nation.

months of June and the last week of
December. In other words, the
lawyers now want a reversal of the
encouraging developments of the
last few years, just to suit their
convenience.With its promise of
simple and speedy consumer
justice, the Consumer Protection
Act mandates that cases be decided
as expeditiously as possible and
within three months. The law also
says that no adjournment shall
ordinarily be given. But,
unfortunately, adjournments have
been commonplace, thanks to
lawyers.

Studies on the working of the
consumer courts, by the Indian
Institute of Public Administration,
have consistently underscored this.
Pointing to frequent postponement
of the hearings as the biggest
impediment to speedy justice
before the consumer courts, its
report of 2020 said that in 71.8 per
cent of the cases filed before the

district commissions, adjournments, often given for
frivolous reasons, delayed the proceedings. In 25.6
per cent of the cases, such adjournments exceeded
seven!The study, which analysed the procedural
delay in the disposal of consumer complaints, also
blamed lawyers for introducing unnecessary
technicalities in the proceedings. Now, their writ
petition, seeking to restore the long vacations of the
apex consumer court, is certainly not in the interest of
consumers or consumer justice.
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Unmanageable hair screams the arrival of
monsoon, and such weather calls for some
extra attention to your tresses.

Dr.Sunaina Hameed, Consultant Dermatologist at
Whitefield Columbia Asia Hospital believes that acid
rain, dirty water and increased levels of humidity have an
adverse effect on the hair and scalp. However, a few
simple tweaks in your daily schedule can save you from
theseproblems.

If you get caught in the rain, wash your hair with a mild
shampoo as soon as possible. Don't forget to use a
conditioner after rinse. Also, limit the use of hair dryers
and opt for air-drying instead.

Apply warmargan oil to vour scalp and run a comb

Monsoon

care

-—

Lemons have different uses — they're beneficial for
your skin, hair and even nails. Read on to know how

youcanuse them...

E Have a lot of blackheads, which refuse to disappear
just by using beauty products? Lemon juice is an

effective way to prevent and remove blackheads.
Use a cotton soaked lightly with a few drops of Were You aware that the humble lemon,

lemon juice and gently apply on your face every apart from addlng taste to your fOOd is

alternate day.

B Skin feeling flaky or dry? Instead of using vour

normal moisturiser, head to the kitchen and make a

f
)

Make lemons
Your beauty must-have

also great for your skin and hair?

water ifthe paste is too thick.

R’ Another very effective moisturising
combination is lemon mixed with fresh
coconut water. Use i as a face wash every

: 3 . 1 o morning and see how fresh your skin feels.
through your hair to get the oil to r_each_up to th? tips. cream based conditioner and a leave-on hair serum to Ay i Get rid of those unsightly dark patches on
Smooth out wet and tangled hair using a wide-toothed  tame the frizz. Tone down the use of waxes and gels. : vou knees, elbows and toes by rubbing a
comb. This will help prevent hair fall and breakage. Donot tie or braid your hair when it is wet. P fresh lemon on them

Monsoon humidity can cause an itchy scalp and dandruff.
Natural cures include rubbing neem oil and lemon on
your scalp to get 1id of itchiness. In case these aren't
enough, use a mild ketoconazole or zinc pyrithione
(ZPTO) shampoo.

This season can leave your scalp prone to tiny painful pus
filled boils. This is a medical condition known as
folliculitis caused by bacterial or fungal infection in the
hair follicles. Use an anti-bacterial shampoo (like
Cetrilak) every day. In case it doesn't help, consult a
dermatologist for antibiotics.

Humidity can cause your hair to get frizzy. Use a heavy

Simple steps to glowing

Skin

Minimize the use of hot irons and curling irons during
this season.

Aloe vera gel is an excellent hair mask and beer is an
excellent conditioner. Use them once a week for
nourishment.

When you can't tame your hair on a bad hair day, just
accessorise! Use a scarfs, bandanas or colourful hair
bands as temporary fixes.

Curry leaf extract, neem oil, hibiscus extract, black tea,
henna, coffee powder, reeta (soapnut powder),
gooseberry and acacia (shikakhai) are excellent herbal
and home-based remedies to darken your hair.

Always remove make-up:
It sounds obvious, but one in five
women still admit to sleeping with
make-up on when away from home.
During summer nights, one is naturally
warmer and sweatier and if make-up is
left on overnight, and bacteria is more
likely to develop, leaving pores

paste out of honey and lemon juice and apply it all
over your face, hands and legs. Add a few drops of

R Fix vellow and brittle nails by mixing
lemon juice with a few drops of castor or
almond oil. Let the slick mixture sit on your
nails for about 20 minutes and wash off
with lukewarm water.

R Suffering from dandruff and a dry, itchy
and flaky scalp? Apply lemon juice on the
scalp and see how it gets 1id of flakes. Do

thisabout thrice a week for best results.

E You could also use lemon juice to exfoliate your lips.
Mix it with some sugar and rub your lips with it.

Reverse shampoo
routine for healthier hair

Want softer and bouncy curls?
Then try the reverse shampooing
technique.

One of the hottest haircare trends,

the conditioner and proper cleansing
from the shampoo, without leaving
behind any residue. "If not washed
well, conditioners at the end of a

Here are some tips to boost your
skin's health, reports
femalefirst.co.uk:

Drink lots of water:;

Every system and function in our
body depends on water. Skin is no
different. Dry skin has less
resilience and is more prone to
wrinkling, so ensure you take in
enough water to reach your skin
and keep it hydrated. Two to three
litres a day is usually aboutright.

Multi-task:

Looking after your skin doesn't have
to stop at home, so carry a multi-
tasking quick-fix with you in your
handbag for dewy skin on the go. A
water spray can be used to cool and
calm even the most sensitive
complexions. Not only does it tone
the skin, but it can also be used to set
make-up and refresh skin on a hot
day, as well as soothing and
softening skin on the go.

"

blocked and resulting in an increased

this method requires you to first
condition your hair and then wash
it off with shampoo. Experts and
those who have tried this method
swear by its results, confirming
that the hair is much shiny and
manageable than before.

Thelogic behind it

There are two ways of looking at
it. Anooradha Mittal, a hairdresser,
says, "When you douse your hair
with conditioner at the end of a
wash, you run the risk of not
rinsing it off completely. So,

routine leave behind a coating on
strands, which attract dirt and grime."

When your hair is wet, it's at a high
risk of breakage. A pre-conditioning
routine fortifies hair. You can even
leave a light conditioner on for about
half an hour before shampooing it
off.

This regime adds volume to hair,
makes it shiny and gives a soft
texture. It also makes your curls
frizz-free.

A mixture of a light conditioner and
water can act as a good detangler.

chance of waking up with bad skin
outbreaks - whether spots or dry
patches.

Stick to products meant for

your skin:

The internet can give out weird and
wonderful information, but not all of it
is accurate. Be aware that not
everything you read will work. A
common mistake is using toothpaste on

chances of vour hair becoming
greasy and accumulating dirt is
high. The logic behind
conditioning first is fo let the
conditioner do its job completely
— protect hair from chemicals
present in the shampoo and lock
the moisture and natural oils.
However, most salon experts
follow the process of applying a
conditioner towards the end."”
How toreverse hair wash

amount of conditioner on your palm
and apply it evenly. Avoid the roots
and scalp, and concentrate more on
the strands.

Leave it on for five minutes before
washing.

Shampoo the regular way and rinse
offall lather.

‘What are the benefits?

According to trichologist Srimadh
Bave, with this technique, your hair
gets the moisturising benefits from

Separate hair infto sections after
applying the mix and slowly remove
the knots.

The biggest advantages of reverse
hair wash? It's low maintenance
(because you are not buying any
extra high-end haircare product but
using your routine conditioner and
shampoo) and you spend the same
time putting this process into
practice.

It's not a bad idea after all to

go bare faced sometimes, but
make sure vou have healthy

and glowing skin. Ensure

drinking water and using
sunscreen to get that glow.

spots - toothpaste is meant for your
teeth which are one of the hardest
surfaces in your body. Using a product
on your skin which is actually intended
for the teeth will damage your skin and
cause it to completely dry out.

Wear SPF throughout the

year:

It's easy to assume that just because the
sun isn't out, you don't need to use a
product with SPF in it. But UVA rays
are constantly present, no matter the
season or the weather and these are
the ones that cause the skintoage
because they are able to
penetrate much deeper
into the surface of the
skin, damaging the

. cells beneath.

Wet your hair. Pour a coin-sized
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Hoax Bomb Scare Grips Delhi Hospitals,
Airport After Threats To Schools

New Delhi: Several hospitals in Delhi, along
with the Indira Gandhi International
Airport, received bomb threat emails on
Sunday, triggering a panic and sending the
security personnel into a tizzy. However,
subsequent investigations by Delhi Police
revealed the threats to be false alarms.

The fresh incident follows closely on the
heels of a similar incident over 10 days ago
when over 100 schools across Delhi-NCR
received hoax threat emails, prompting
widespread police response searches.On
Sunday, bomb threat emails were sent to 21
addresses, prompting the hospitals to notify
police, who along with bomb disposal
squads conducted extensive searches of all
the premises, yet no evidence of any
explosives was discovered.

Bomb Disposal Squad at the Hospital and

Delhi State Cancer Institute
(situated within the premises of
GTB Hospital). Nothing suspicious
was found," said Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Shahdara), Surendra Choudhary."I
have placed explosives inside the
building. They will explode... this
isn't a threat, you have a few hours
to defuse the bombs or else the
blood of innocent people inside the
building will be on your hands,"
read the email whose screenshot
was accessed by IANS."The group
called 'Court' is behind this
massacre,”" the email sent around

nothing threatening was uncovered.
got the checking done at GTB Hospital and "An email was received at the hospital

=¥
it 4.

-

email came from Hindu Rao and Aruna Asif
Ali hospitals. However, we searched over

there too as the email addresses
were mentioned in the email.
Nothing suspicious was found,"
added Mr Meena.

A senior Municipal Corporation of
Delhi official said that the
Additional Medical
Superintendent of Hindu Rao
Hospital, nodal officer, exigency
officer and security in-charge of
the hospital took another round of
the hospital premises and a few
openings were instructed to be
closed."Directions to increase
security checks at night and
increased questioning and

official.In Dwarka, the Dabri police station
received a call reporting a bomb threat
email directed at Dada Dev Hospital.Police
and hospital staff checked the premises of
the hospital. But nothing suspicious was
found in the hospital," said DCP (Dwarka)
Ankit Singh.The Security Operations
Control Centre at Indira Gandhi
International Airport received a threat
regarding the presence of an explosive
device on the premises. However, upon
investigation, nothing was
discovered."The Security Operations
Control Centre at IGI Airport has received a
threat email concerning an explosive
device within the premises. Enhanced
security protocols are now in effect, and
safety measures have been intensified.

Ataround 3.30 p.m. on Sunday, a bomb hoax
email was received at GTB Hospital, GTB
Enclave. Hospital authorities informed the
local police about that email. Immediately,
the police swung into action and called the

Woman claiming to be
Swati Maliwal alleged
assault at Chief Minister’s
home: Cops

New Delhi: Delhi Police received two successive calls
on Monday morning, both originating from the Chief
Minister's residence in Civil Lines, police sources
said. The caller, claiming to be AAP leader Swati
Maliwal, reportedly dialled emergency services after
allegedly being assaulted. According to police
sources, the call came around 9:30 AM. The caller
claimed she was assaulted by Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal's aide, Vibhav Kumar. A senior
Delhi Police official said, "One PCR call at 9:34 AM
has been recieved at PS Civil Lines from a lady
saying she was assaulted at Chief Minister's house.
After some time, MP madam came to PS Civil Lines,
but she left stating she will file a complaint later."

TWO CALLS TO DELHIPOLICE

India Today TV accessed the police diary entry
detailing the two PCR calls that were made from the
Chief Minister’s house. In the first call, the caller
claimed that they were at the Chief Minister’s
residence, where the Chief Minister had a fight with
his personal assistant, Vibhav Kumar.

Police said after they received the second call, they
made a correction in the diary entry. Identifying the
caller as a woman.

Prajwal Revanna case: 2 BJP
workers arrested for
circulating obscene clips

New Delhi: The Karnataka Special Investigation Team
(SIT) probing the alleged sexual abuse of women by
suspended JD(S) MP Prajwal Revanna, on Sunday,
arrested two men in connection with the leak and
circulation of obscene videos involving Hassan
MP.Chetan and Likith Gowda are BJP workers who
were taken to their residences in Yelagunda and
Shravanabelagola respectively, after their arrest for a
spot inquest.They underwent medical tests before
being produced in court last evening.

Pen-drives containing the alleged explicit videos
involving Prajwal Revanna, were circulated a few
days ahead of the first phase of Lok Sabha polls in the
state on April 26.Numerous flash drives with more
than 2,900 videos, purportedly recorded by sitting

i,

Hassan MP Prajwal Revanna himself, were
distributed across his constituency. Hassan district
went to the polls in the first phase.

These graphic videos, which eventually found their
way onto social media platforms, triggered public
outcry and put Karnataka politics on the boil. While
the Congress government has formed a SIT to probe
the cases, the BJP and JD(S) -- NDA partners -- have
demanded that it be handed over to the CBI, and
action against those behind the circulation of explicit
videos. The BJP and JD(S) leaders have alleged the
role of Congress leaders behind the circulation of
explicit videos.

3.05 p.m. on Sunday read.In north Delhi,
Burari Hospital also received a similar
threat, following which the police,
accompanied by bomb disposal squads,
conducted thorough searches. However,

regarding a bomb threat. Police and a bomb
disposal team conducted searches at Burari
Hospital. Nothing suspicious was found,"
said DCP (North) M.K. Meena."No
information regarding the bomb threat

inspection issued. OT, Emergency, CCU,
and Blood Bank are equipped for any
adverse event. The hospital is on high alert
for QRT activation. Hospital staff have also
been asked to be vigilan," said the MCD

Wearing Turban, PM Modi Serves
Langar At Historic Patna Gurdwara

New Delhi: Wearing a turban and
holding a pot of kheer, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi today served langar, a
communal meal, to devotees at the
Takhat Sri Harimandir Ji Patna Sahib
Gurdwara in Bihar's capital Patna. The
Takhat Sri Patna Sahib Gurdwara
holds profound significance as the
birthplace of Guru Gobind Singh, the
tenth Sikh Guru. It's construction was
commissioned by Maharaja Ranjit
Singh in the 18th century to mark the |
birthplace of Guru Gobind Singh.

PM Modi also helped the Gurdwara
management to cook food for the
langar.In peak poll season, PM Modi
last night held a roadshow in Patna.
The Prime Minister travelled a
distance of approximately one and a
half kilometers atop a vehicle adorned
with flowers and BJP symbols.
Accompanied by Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, Deputy Chief Minister
Samrat Choudhary, and State BIJP
President Ravi Shankar Prasad, PM

Modi waved at the crowds that
thronged the streets.

Speaking exclusively to NDTV during

the roadshow on Sunday, the Prime
Minister predicted a clean sweep for
the alliance in Bihar and said in Hindi,

0 i ¢ |
1 ™ i

"I have spoken to our allies in Bihar.
We had lost one seat (in 2019) and we
may not lose even one this time.""I
have come here very often for
organisational work and have visited
different parts of the state. [ have very
old connections here," PM Modi told
.Bihar is a key state in the 2024 Lok

Sabha elections. With its contingent of

40 Members of Parliament, Bihar

stands as the fourth-largest contributor

to the Lok Sabha. The recent political

landscape in the state has been marked

by tectonic shifts, with the most
significant being the return of
Nitish Kumar and his JD(U) party
to the NDA fold. "Bihar has infused
this resolve with new colours. It has
given it new strength. The
atmosphere across the country is
mirrored in Bihar too," PM Modi
told.

In 2019, the BJP and the JD(U) had
formed a formidable alliance,
contesting 17 seats each, while the

Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) had its

share of six constituencies. The BJP-

JDU combine emerged victorious in

all their designated seats. The

Congress clinched victory in

Kishanganj, leaving Lalu Yadav's
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) empty-
handed.

All About MDH And Everest, 2 Iconic
Indian Spice Brands Under Scrutiny

New Delhi: For decades, India's spice
makers MDH and Everest have been
ubiquitous in kitchens around the
world with their products being
essential ingredients in chicken and
fish curries and vegetable dishes.

A Hong Kong sales ban on some of
their products after a cancer-causing
pesticide was found has triggered a

wave of scrutiny, including in the £

United States, the Maldives, India
and Australia. Both brands say their
products are safe.Here are some facts
and background on the two
brands:"Mahashian Di Hatti",
Popularly Known As MDH* New
Delhi-based MDH started in 1919
and is a family-run business.

* It rose to popularity with ads and
packaging featuring its founder
Dharampal Gulati who sported a
handlebar moustache and a turban.
Gulati, often dubbed as India's "Spice
King", died in 2020.* MDH's website

says it has 62 products. It deals in
grounded spices, as well as spice
blends which were created after
"decades of research".* MDH has five
factories and its products are sold in

India and markets such as Australia, the
United States, Europe, Canada and the
United Kingdom through a network of
more than 400,000 retail dealers.*
MDH's revenue for 2022-2023 stood at

$260 million.Everest* Everest Food
Products started in 1967 with three
products. Its founder Vadilal Bhai Shah
started his business from a small 200
square feet spice shop.* With 52
products, Everest today has global
presence in around 80 countries,
including in North America,
Europe, the Middle East, the Asia
Pacific and Africa.* Some 20
million households use Everest
products every day and 3.7 billion
packs of its products are sold each
year, according to its website.
Around 620,000 outlets sell
Everest products in 1,000 small
twns and cities of India.* India's
Bollywood stars Amitabh
Bachchan and Shah Rukh Khan are
Everest brand ambassadors,
appearing together in many TV
commercials to promote its products,
especially those to make the famous
rice dish, biryani.stood at $365 million.

Legal action has been initiated. No
suspicious items have been found as of
now," said DCP (IGI Airport) Usha
Rangnani, adding: "Please remain calm and
disregard any rumours."

BJP vs NOTA, World Cup-Winning
Cricketers: Phase 4 Interesting Facts

New Delhi: Ninety-six Lok Sabha constituencies
across 10 states and Union territories including all
seats in Andhra Pradesh, where assembly elections
are also being held concurrently, and Telangana
will go to polls today. In the fourth phase, polling
will be held in 17 Lok Sabha seats in Telangana, 25
in Andhra Pradesh, 13 in Uttar Pradesh, five in
Bihar, four in Jharkhand, eight in Madhya Pradesh,
11 in Maharashtra, four in Odisha, eight in West
Bengal and one in Jammu and Kashmir.

The fourth round will be witness to some interesting
battles and the fate of several high-profile
candidates will be decided in this phase - World
Cup-winning cricketers Yusuf Pathan and Kirti
Azad, Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav and
AIMIM boss among others. The phase will also
see a curious battle between the BJP and
NOTA.Here Are Some Interesting Facts About
Phase 4:

1. High-Profile Candidates: The phase will see
several high-profile candidates - former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister Akhilesh Yadav, Mahua
Moitra - who was expelled as an MP last December
in the cash-for-query case, is contesting again from
West Bengal's Krishnanagar. Congress' Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury is contesting against BJP's
Nirmal Kumar Saha and Trinamool's pick and
former cricketer Yusuf Pathan. AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi will contest from his family
stronghold Hyderabad. Andhra Pradesh Congress
president YS Sharmila, the sister of Chief Minister
and YSRCP chief YS Jagan Mohan Reddy, is
contesting from Kadapa in Andhra Pradesh,
represented in the past by her father and former
Chief Minister, late YS Rajasekhar Reddy.

2.Richest Candidate In Fray: Pemmasani Chandra
Sekhar of the Telugu Desam Party (TDP) is the
richest candidate in this phase, with assets
exceeding ? 5,700 crore. He is closely followed by
Konda Vishwehwar Reddy of the BJP from
Telangana, with assets worth ? 4,568 crore. Mr
Pemmasani, in a conversation with NDTV, said
that he feels that his status as the richest candidate
should not count.

3.BJP vs NOTA: In Indore, the Congress has been
appealing to voters to select the NOTA option on
the polling day on May 13 after a last-minute
withdrawal of nomination by the party candidate
Akshay Kanti Bam on April 29, who later joined
the BJP. The appeal has drawn sharp criticism by
the BJP.4. World Cup-Winning Cricketers To Test
Poll Pitch: Former cricketer Kirti Azad, who was
part of the Kapil Dev-led team that won the 1983
cricket World Cup, is contesting from Bardhaman-
Durgapur. Yusuf Pathan, a member of the Indian
Cricket team that won the World Cup in 2011 has
been fielded from Behrampur seat in
Murshidabad.

#  Akhilesh Yadav To Asaduddin Owaisi:

Big Names Taking Poll Test In Phase 4

former Uttar Pradesh chief minister is
back into the parliamentary election

Among candidates
for the phase 4 of
Lok Sabha polls are
several heavyweights
whose poll
performance will be
watched closely
across the country.

New Delhi: A total of 1717 candidates are
contesting in the fourth phase of Lok
Sabha polls today, when 96 seats across 10
states and Union Territories are going to
polls. Among these candidates are several
heavyweights whose poll performance
will be watched closely across the
country.

Here's a look at some of the big faces in this
phaseThe Samajwadi Party president and

arena this time from Kannauj, a seat he
represented for 12 years -- from 2000-
2012. Held by Samajwadi Party for over
two decades, Kannauj fell to the BJP in
the 2019 election, when Subrat Pathak
defeated sitting MP and Mr Yadav's wife
Dimple Yadav by a slim margin of less
than 13,000 votes. The BJP has retained '
Mr Pathak as their candidate this time. £
The Kannauj battle is a prestige fight for 7
Samajwadi Party as Mr Yadav pushes to

win back the family stronghold

represented by his late father Mulayam
Singh Yadav. The BSP has named Imran
Bin Zafar as its candidate from Kannauj,

but it is likely to be a straight

between the Samajwadi Party and the BJP.
The firebrand Trinamool Congress leader,
who was expelled as an MP last December
in the cash-for-query case, is contesting
again from West Bengal's Krishnanagar,
which elected her in the 2019 election.
The seat has been with the Trinamool
Congress since 2009. The BJP has fielded

once

fight

Amrita Roy, a member of Krishnanagar's
erstwhile royal family. Ms Roy joined the
BJP in March this year. She made national
headlines when Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke to her over the telephone late
in March.The Trinamool has said Raja
Krishnachandra, once Krishnanagar's
king, "conspired with Mir Jafar, Jagat Seth
and Umi Chand and sold himself out to the
British like a spineless traitor". The ruling
party has said "'Rajmata’ Amrita Roy, his
family member, has shamelessly
embraced the Bangla-birodhi BJP, sealing
a pact to once again deceive the people of

Bengal".During the phone call with
the Prime Minister, Ms Roy said the
Trinamool is calling her family
"traitor" and added that
Krishnachandra Roy worked for
people and joined hands with other
kings of the time to save "Sanatan
Dharma". The CPM has fielded SM
Saadi, a former MLA, as its
candidate.Of the eight West Bengal
seats going to polls in the third phase
is Baharampur, the fort of Congress
leader in Lok Sabha, Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury. A five-time MP from the seat,
Mr Chowdhury is known to hold
considerable clout in the north Bengal
constituency. This time, he is up against
the BJP's Nirmal Kumar Saha and
Trinamool's pick, former cricketer Yusuf
Pathan. Of the seven Assembly segments
that are part of the Lok Sabha seat, six are
with the Trinamool Congress and the
ruling party in Bengal will be trying hard
to unseat Mr Chowdhury, among the
most-vocal critics of Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee.
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Tips to look flawless ;
and acne-free in *

summetr
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Ensure facial hygiens to avoid acne and rashes in
SuUmmer

Here are some tips that can help vou look flawless
and acne-free:

Watch yourdiet:

One should avoid food such as doughnuts, wheat
bread, soda and baked potatoes. Removing sugary
and starchy products from your diet will help you
control acne and will keep vou healthy in the long
Tun

Avoid stress:

Physical as well as emotional stress has been proven
totrigger acne breakouts in some people.

Wrong cosmetfics: Another common factor
responsible for causing acne is the use of certain
kinds of cosmetics and cleansing products. Avoid
using greasy of harsh products or those whose
mgredients you are allergic to. These produces tend
to clog your skin pores and irritate your skin, and
resultin acne breakouts.

Facial hygiene:

Wash your face with a gentle cleanser at regular
intervals. Splashing fresh water on vour facial skin
rejuvenates it and the hydration prevents acne and
pimples.

Include fruits and vegetables in your diet: These
foods not only work wonders for your overall
health, they are also vital sources of antioxidants,
vitamms and other essential nuirients that erase the
signs ofacneand heal acne-ridden skin,

Hydration:

Make sure you drink lots of water throughout the
day. Water flushes out toxins and other impuorities
from your system and keeps your skin cleansed and
hydrated. Avold a sedentary lifestyle: Try and
remain  physically active. Yoga and exercise
improve your skin and boost metabolism.

Wear comfortable elothing: Sport loose clothes that

hinch slower r:

ips o packing

Jewellery

for your travels

If you are an accessory lover,
chances are that while packing
for a vacations, you end up
carrying a fair bit of weight,
thanks to your jewellery bag.

the outfit,

BEAUTY

O

But with a few tricks, vou can easily
reduce your load. Just carry versatile
preces that you canmix and match.
We give vou a few tips on how you
can maximise the vse of a few chosen
pieces and iravel light,

Pick versatle and convertible preces:
These make packing convenient
because they do the work of more
than one piece. For instance, a
necklace can easily double up as a
stylish bracelet.

Pearl earrings: They won't get in
your way while you're navigating
through amrports. Besides, they add
sophistication to the overall look of

T_
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lve benefits of having

skin
So, you thought it
was downright bad
to have an oily
skin? Well, it's time
to think again. The
occasional
breakouts should
not demoralise.
Because, here are
a five benefits of
having an oily

harshness of

Makeup on acnhe?

Covering marks with makeup could
also boost one's confidence.

D Poonam Wadhwani, cosmetic
dermatologist says, "For acne prone
skin always apply makeup, which is
paraben-free or oil-free or lanolin-
free and non-comedogenic.”
Choosing the right product is
essential, emphasises Dr
Wadhwani. he adds, "If one
has oily skin, one should
never use a creamy,
hydrating moisturiser.
Bather, one should use a
primer, a good foundation

This could be tricky if vou are not aware
of the dermatological effects

When vou are suffering from acne you
need to be careful of what yon wear on
your skin because the wrong cream ot
powder can aggravate your condifion,
However, the right product can, not just
camouilage your acne marks but _
also lend an elusive iridescence ﬂ

to o shein.

Dr Sama Rais, consultant f -
dermatologist and
cosmetologist says that if one is i
suffering from mild acne one .|

do not irntate vour skin. Prevent acne breakouts by
avoiding the heat, friction and constant pressure
caused by restrictive headgear or other forms of
athletic gear. Switch to cotton clothing mstead of
wearing synthetic,

Clean up after exercise:

Make sure you shower after exercismg to get the
sweat and grime off as soon as possible, When you
sweat after a senous workout, there 15 an
accumulation of dead cells on the surface of vour
skin. It is essential to remove these immediately to
avoid blockages which can then lead to acne

Your favourite everyday
piece: Be it aring, a bracelet or
delicate chain, there are a few
preces that canadd to any look.
A dash of colour: Pick
jewellery with pop colours
because they have the ability
to instantly make a sumple
black dress chic.

Sparkle and shine: Add a
little sparkle to an outfit by
wearing a pair of hoop
earrings. It's easier than

‘z— N

]

must preferably apply light
makeup like a daily-wear

foundanon and a concealer whuch is

non-comedogenic. She adds,
you have acne you should
clogging of pores and so, must

heavy makeup that cakes up on your

face." However, she cautions,
initial phase, while unde

treatments, if 15 best fo avold makenp fill

theemiptions settle a bit."

In the later cowrse of the treatment
when you have only acne marks left on

and then dust powder on top
ofit,"

Dermatologist Dr Geeta Oberoi
calls attention to using minimal
makeup on skin that has acne. She
states, "Use light makeup to just
conceal the marks during the day. But
you need to make sure to keep your
face makenp free at night or when a
home, to aveid clogging of pores.” Dr
Ciberon also cautions, "Do not use ail
as a makeup remover if you have
acne, Opt for a double cleansing with

"When
avaid
not use

"In the
rgoing

breakouts.

-

Here are some easy tips to prepare vour hair
for the season.

-Cleansing

We often end up with vatious hair problems
during the summer - things like hairfall and
dandruff are common ocomrences due to the
build up of dirt and pollution on our scalp.

A dirty scalp tends to get really oily and will
make our hawr feel heavy and unflattering.
Therefore, it is imporant to wash our hair
tnore often i the suminer.

Use the Har Spa Rejuvenation shampoo two
to three times & week. The product 15 mfosed
with hydrating marine minerals complex and
essential nutrients that deeply nourish and
cleanse the scalp.

-Massage and Gondition

It always helps to massage your scalp during
the summer as it increases the blood flow,
leaves your hair beautifully nourished and
will also make you feel rejuvenated.

Omee you wash your hai, apply a generous
amount of the Hair Spa Rejuvenation
massage it with a conditioner to wet hair. The
conditioner is especially designed to
massage the scalp and moisturize the hair.
This prevents it from tangling, making it
softer and smoother.

-Protect

We all worry abour UV
protection for owr skin, but
what about the hair? UVA and
UVB rmays can also cause
damage to the cuticles leaving

your hair dry, frizzy and dull.
It's time to get creative with
that headgear. Experiment
with hats and scarves that will
not only make wvou look
sty lish, butwill also double up
and protect your hair from the
harsh sun.

- Use hair-friendly tools

packing another dress.

your skin, experts say, that if 18
completely okay to wear light makeup,

a cleanser 10 remove makeup
followed by a medicated face wash.”

anid styles

Since your har 15 already prone to so much
damage in the surmer because of all the heat
and humidity, we should ensure that all other
processes are smooth and hassle-free.

If you choose to blow dry your hair, avoid
heat and opt for the conl setting, [1's there fora
EHEL

Avoid metal or rubber when buying hair
accessories as they can easily entangle the
hair causing breakage. Cotton or plastic hair
bands will always be safer

Opt for loose styvles such as fishtail braids ora
glamorous messy bun that are really surmmer-
friendly and easily be created at home.

- Protect those tresses while
Swimming

There is no better feeling than taking a dip
mnto cool water during the scorching summer
heat.

The pool water is usually loaded with
chlorine and other chemicals that can cause
damage to the hair. While you may feel good,
youwill notice that your hair gets frizey.
When vou are in the pool, ensure that vou
cover up with a swimming cap.

Adter swim, care is also really important so
ensure that vou wash and condition your hair
with moisturizing hair produocts.

- 3tay healthy

1t's not only about what you put on vour hair
that matters, but also what you put inside
your hody.

Maintain a diet that is rich in Vitamins, ron
and Zinc that help in preventing your hair
from becoming dull, thin and dry.

Indulge in different kinds of berries and fruits
like kiwis, oranges and papava, while also
gorging on all things green. Spinach and
other leafy vegetables are really high in Iron
content and can do wonders for your hair
Drom't forget to melude 4 wide vanety of nuts

Cleanse and

condition your

hair well, use

the right tools

and protect it

from heat,

humidity and
pollution for a

healthy shine

on your mane.

in vour diet as they act as superfoods for you
hair. They are rich in Vitamm E which boost
blood circulation to the scalp and keeps the hai
follicles healthy.
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Blues In Indian Market:

Sensex Declines Qver 650
Points, Nifty Below 21,900

New Delhi. The BSE Sensex on May 13 declined 656.52
points to 72,007, while the NSE Nifty also dropped
174.15 points to below 21,900. Tata Motors, JSW Steel,
Tata Steel, SBI and NTPC were the biggest laggards
dragging the domestic equities market.The rupee also
opened on a flat note at 83.51 against US dollar.

Among the Sensex shares, 27 out of 30 shares were
trading in the red. Only Sun Pharma, Asian Paints and
Kotak Mahindra Bank were in the green.

V K Vijayakumar, chief investment strategist at Geojit
Financial Services, said, “There is confusion regarding
the reasons for the aggressive FPI selling in May. There
are media reports attributing the FPI selling to possible
setbacks to the NDA/BJP in the elections. It is
important to understand that the FPI selling is due to a
change in FPI stance from ‘sell China, buy India’ earlier
to ‘sell India, buy China’now. This change in stance has
been caused by the recent outperformance of China
(Shanghai Composite up by 3.96% and Hang Seng up
by 10.93% last one month) and underperformance of
India ( Nifty down by 2.06% last one month). This is
likely to be a near-term trend triggered by the cheap
valuations of Chinese stocks and the relative high
valuations of India.”

He added that it is important to understand that India’s
long-term prospects are much better than China’s.
Results of the autos sector are good. The sector is in a
cyclical uptrend.

Technical View

Nifty fell below 22,000 raising concerns of a drop to
21,500. There’s a slim chance of a short-term bounce to
22,400 early this week based on technical indicators,
but only if Nifty stays above 21,777 and surpasses
22,095. Anand James, chief market strategist at Geojit
Financial Services, said

“The break of 22000 in Nifty did bring in jitters, and the
recovery swing on Friday failed to push much above
our upside marker of 22095. Seen in isolation this
suggests that the 21500 trajectory that we had set out
with on Friday continues to be in play.”

Tata Motors Declines 7.7% To
Below Rs 1,000 On BSE: What

Brokerages Say?

New Delhi. Tata Motors on Monday declined 7.68 per
cent to below Rs 1,000 at Rs 966.40 apiece on the BSE
in the early trade, as its Q4 results missed Street
estimates and brokerage retained ‘Reduce’ position. Its
net profit during January-March 2024 soared over
threefold in Q4, with its share price rising on Friday.
However, it missed Street estimates on revenue and
Ebitda fronts.

Tata Motors’ total consolidated revenue from operations
during January-March 2024 stood at Rs 1,19,986.31
crore, compared with Rs 1,05,932.35 crore in the year-
ago period. Following the Q4 results, brokerage Emkay
Global retained its ‘Reduce’ rating on the Tata Motors
stock, with an unchanged target price of Rs 950 per
share.

It said Tata Motors’ Q4 earnings were muted, with limited
margin expansion across businesses, despite higher
volumes. While deleveraging progress continued, it
believes the best may be behind for all businesses amid
declining orderbook, normalising mix, flattish growth
outlook for domestic CV space; and moderating India
PV outlook.

Another brokerage Novuma also retained its ‘Reduce’
view. It said, “A muted showing in India CV is likely
due to loss of share to railways (DFC), slowdown in
infra spend and high base. We are building in a moderate
revenue/EBITDA CAGR of 8 per cent/13 per cent over
FY24-26E versus 21 per cent/25 per cent over
FY21-24. Tata Motors has rallied 15 per cent/ 60 per
cent in past three/six months, and l-year forward
EV/EBITDA is 6 times against 5-year mean of 5 times.
Retain ‘REDUCE’ with target at Rs 940 (unchanged).”

It added that Tata Motors’ revenue and Ebitda missed
estimates slightly due to lower-than-expected numbers
in India CV and PV divisions. JLR order book fell from
1,48,000 units in December to 1,33,000 units in March,
itsaid.

Indegene IPO Posts Stellar
45% Listing Gains

New Delhi. Indegene IPO on Monday posted over 45 per
cent gain on its listing day. The share opened at Rs
659.7 apiece on the BSE on the listing day as against
the issue price of Rs 452. However, after the opening,
the stock faced selling pressure and corrected around
10 per cent to Rs 594 apiece on the BSE.The initial
public offering (IPO) of healthcare tech firm Indegene,
which was open for public subscription between May
6 and May 8§, received a whopping 69.71 times
subscription. The Rs 1,841.75-crore IPO received bids
for 2,01,22,03,281 shares against 2,88,66,677 shares
on offer.

The portion for Qualified Institutional Buyers (QIBs)
got subscribed a whopping 197.55 times while the part

) for non-institutional
investors received

54.75 times

subscription. The

quota for Retail

Individual Investors

(RIIs) garnered 7.68

times subscription.

The IPO had a fresh

issue of up to Rs 760

crore and an offer for
sale of up t0 2,39,32,732 equity shares. The price range
for the offer remained Rs 430-452 a share. On Friday,
Indegene Ltd said it raised Rs 549 crore from anchor
investors.

Funds raised through the fresh issue would be used to
pay debt, fund capital expenditure requirements,
payment of deferred consideration for one of its past
acquisitions, fund inorganic growth and general
corporate purposes. Founded in 1998, Indegene offers
solutions that help enable biopharmaceutical,
emerging biotech and medical devices companies to
develop products, launch them in the market, and drive
sales throughout their life cycle. Kotak Mahindra
Capital Company, Citigroup Global Markets India, J P
Morgan India and Nomura Financial Advisory and
Securities (India) are the managers to the offer.

Aadhar Housing Finance allotment finalised. Check status

Aadhar Housing Finance [P0
oversubscribed 26.76 times
IPQ's grey market premium
stands at Rs 65

IPO funds to be used for lending
activities, corporate purposes

New Delhi The initial public offering
(IPO) of Aadhar Housing Finance closed
for public issue on May 10 with an overall
subscription of more than 26 times.The

IPO received an overall subscription of

26.76 times. The public issue was
subscribed 2.58 times in the retail
category, 76.42 times in the Qualified
Institutional Buyer (QIB) category, and
17.33 times in the Non-Institutional
Investor (NII) category.Investors eager to
check their allotment status can do so
online. They can log in to either the BSE
website or the KFin Technologies website
and follow a few simple steps.Steps to
check allotment through the BSE
website:Go to the BSE website by

New Delhi. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman believes the BIJP will
come back with a good majority. In
this interview with Prasanta Sahu and
Shobhana Subramanian, she says the
government will continue with
reforms and not let go of schemes
which empower the poor.

What’s your assessment of the Lok
Sabha elections so far?

I strongly believe we will come back
with a good majority. There is no
reason to think the mood has changed
just because the opposition wants it to
be changed. I don’t know from where
this negative campaign has started that
BJP may not get adequate numbers by
saying we didn’t perform well in the
first two phases. The Home Minister
has clearly said that the number of
seats (for BJP) will be 370-plus and
you will get to know that by 12.30 pm
on the counting day. The opposition is
only trying to mislead people.

Are we going to see an aggressive
agenda on privatisation going
forward?

Aggression need not be in your face...

clicking here.Click on'Equity".

Choose 'Aadhar Housing Finance' from the

list.Put in your application number and
PAN card ID.Confirm that you're not a
robot and submit.Steps to check
allotment through KFin Technologies
LimitedVisit the KFin Technologies
website.Select Aadhar Housing Finance.

Choose the Application Number/Demat

‘We will come back with a good majority ... no reason to
think the mood has changed’: Nirmala Sitharaman

We should have the right to choose the

Account/PAN option and enter the
details.Enter the Captcha.Click on the
'SUBMIT' option.Aadhar Housing
Finance IPO latest GMP

The IPO's grey market premium (GMP)

stands at Rs 65 as of May 13, 2024, at
10:55 AM.Based on the upper price band
of Rs 315 per share, the estimated listing
price is projected to be Rs 380, indicating

We need to look at it much more
carefully to what extent new
businesses have come in and
capacity has been increased.
The offer of a low tax regime
for new firms expired in March.
Anew call may need to be taken
in the Budget in July whether
we want to extend it further.
The lower tax rate for new
manufacturing firms was

right time. We can’t be unthinking
administrators. We are saying
minimum presence of government in
businesses.

To arrive at minimum presence, [ would
have to see how many of them have to
be disinvested, how many can be
amalgamated to create a scalable and
large unit and in some cases, the
strategic core has to be retained.
Recent privatisations have resulted in
the creation of more jobs (in Air India
for example).

ave you done a review of the 15% tax
rate for new manufacturing firms? Has
itworked?

announced just before Covid-19... To
be fair, I think many of them lost the
opportunity... we will take a carefully
considered decision.

Do you think the new income tax regime
needs to be sweetened a bit to bring the
remaining taxpayers into the fold?

I don’t know if it is due to a lack of
sweetening, they remain where they
are. The old tax regime existed with

exemptions added year after year. To |

wipe it all off from the old regime and
give some kind of sweetener in the new
tax regime will never really be
satisfactory. Each one of them has
been tailored differently.

a potential gain of 20.63% per
share.The IPO's price band is fixed at
Rs 300-315 per share. The basis of
allotment will be decided by May 13,
with the company making its stock
exchange debut on May 15.The book
running lead managers for the Aadhar
Housing Finance IPO include ICICI
Securities Limited, Citigroup Global
Markets India Private Limited, Kotak
Mabhindra Capital Company Limited,
Nomura Financial Advisory And
Securities (India) Pvt Ltd, and SBI
Capital Markets Limited.

The company intends to utilise the net
proceeds from the IPO to meet future
capital requirements for lending
activities and for general corporate
purposes.Established in 2010, Aadhar
Housing Finance Limited focusses on

providing housing finance solutions to
the lower-income segments.Financially,
Aadhar Housing Finance Limited has
shown promising growth, with revenue
increasing by 18.22% and profit after tax
(PAT) rising by 22.22% between the
financial years ending March 31, 2023,
and March 31,2022.

HDFC Bank Reduces
Notice Period From 90

Days To 30 Days

New Delhi.HDFC Bank, India’s largest private
sector lender, has reduced its notice period for
employees from 90 days to 30 days, according to
an FE report. The bank hopes that this change
will improve flexibility. This is the second
private sector lender to make this change after
ICICI Bank in 2020 cut the notice period from 90
days to 30 days. “This change in policy aims to
provide more flexibility for employees while
ensuring smooth transitions,” the FE report
quoted a senior HDFC Bank official as saying.

y | e |
st ¥= L} HDFC BANK

Auditor of Zomato’s Blink Commerce quits

NEW DELHI. Zomato on Sunday said

the auditor of its subsidiaries Zomato

We will

SAEL recently raised $1
billion for renewable energy
projects. Apart from solar
and waste to enerqy, in the
future, the company may
foray into solar with storage,
pumped hydro, etc.

NEW DELHI. Waste-to-energy maker
SAEL is exploring new ventures such
as solar with battery storage and
pumped hydro storage to further
solidify its position in the renewable
energy sector.

In an interview with TNIE, Chief
Investment Officer (CIO) Varun
Gupta discussed the company’s plans
to invest up to R 35,000 crore over the
nexttwo-and- a-halfyears.

SAEL recently raised $1 billion for

Hyperpure and Blink Commerce has
resigned with immediate effect, and the

-~

Batliboi & Associates, who was

group level,” Batliboi & Associates
stated.

HDFC Bank employees were informed of the
change in the HR policy by email on May 6,
according to the report citing sources.

According to the latest changes, employees under
probation need to serve a 30-day notice period.

However, employees, according to the report,

food tech company’s auditor
Deloitte Haskins & Sells will be
appointed in its place.

appointed as statutory auditors of
the two wholly-owned subsidiaries
for five years beginning April 1,
2023, till the conclusion of the 13th
AGM, resigned w.e.f. May 12,
2024, Zomato said in a regulatory
filing.

“Further to our various discussions
and email dated May 8, 2024, from
the Global Controller Finance,
Zomato Limited, we understand
that the holding company’s
management wants to align the
statutory auditor of the company
with the auditors of the holding
company responsible for the audit
of consol accounts to avoid some
duplication and bring some
efficiencies in the audit process at

employees can even be relieved in less than 30
days if their request is approved by their
reporting manager.Currently, Kotak Mahindra
Bank has a notice period of 90 days. Public sector
lenders like State Bank of India, Punjab National
Bank and Bank of Baroda also have the same
duration of notice period.The total number of
employees at HDFC Bank crossed the 2 lakh
mark to reach 208,066 in the third quarter of
FY24.In Q4 FY24, HDFC Bank reported a 37.05
per cent jump in its standalone net profit to Rs
16,511.85 crore. Its net interest income (interest
earned less interest expended) during the quarter
ended March 31,2024, grew 24.51 per cent to Rs
29,076.82 crore, from Rs 23,351.83 crore a year
ago, according to a BSE filing. For the full year
2023-24, Its net profit stood at Rs 60,810 crore,
which is 37.9 per cent higher as compared with
that in the year-ago period.

It also declared a dividend of Rs 19.50 per equity
share, or 1,950 per cent, for the financial year
2023-24. This was higher than the Rs 19 dividend
announced in the previous year 2022-23 and the
Rs 15.5 announced in 2021-22.

become a 10 GW renewable
player in the industry: SAEL's (10

renewable energy projects. Apart
from solar and waste to energy, in the
future, the company may foray into
solar with storage, pumped hydro,
etc.Currently, the company has four
gigawatts of utility projects and 2.3
gigawatts of module manufacturing
capacity. “To achieve completion of
our four-gigawatt capacity, our
capital expenditure (CapEx) would
be roughly around R18,000 to R
19,000 crore, which will be spent by
June 2025. So, in the next 15 months,
we would have incurred a CapEx of
closetoR 18,000 crore.

Meanwhile, we continue to build,
targeting a capacity of about another
3000 megawatts of utility projects in
the next 12 to 15 months. This will
bring us close to seven gigawatts of
projects across solar and investor
energy, requiring a combined CapEx
between R30k crore and R35k crore,
to be spent by around December
2026,” Gupta said.

“Adding on 2.5 gigawatts of module

manufacturing, we will become a 10
gigawatt renewable player in the
industry, positioning us among the
top four in the industry,” he added.On
the company’s plans to get into

battery storage, he said, “We are right
now going to get into solar with
storage. We are evaluating pump
storage. Then you will also get into it
eventually.”
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IPL 2024: Virat Kohli, Anushka
Sharma's reactions go viral after
RCB's win vs DC

Bengaluru RCB beat DC at the M

Ravindra Jadeja out or not out? Michael

Chinnaswamy Stadium on Sunday, 12 May.
With the win, RCB kept their playoffs hopes
alive in the Indian Premier League this
season. After bundling out Delhi for just 140
runs in the chase of 188, RCB players were
elated and started jumping around. As the
players celebrated the win, the broadcaster
panned to Anushka Sharma and Virat
Kohli.The star couple had relief all over their
faces after the team's win, as RCB managed a
sensational turnaround in the IPL 2024. Virat
Kohli pointed at someone in the ground, as if
signalling 'I told you so, we would turn this
ship around'. The credit for RCB's
thundering win went to Cameron Green for
his superb effort with bat and ball. On top of
that, Green was sensational in the field as
well.RCB continued their winning streak to
keep fighting for their playoff hopes with a
47-run win over DC on Sunday. With the win,
RCB jumped to 5th on the points table, which
seemed like a distant dream as they were
struggling at the bottom of the table earlier in
the tournament. Rajat Patidar's fifty and a
disciplined performance from the RCB
bowlers handed them the win in the end as
DC were punished for their errors.RCB play
their final group stage match of the
tournament against CSK, at home. In case
RCB manage to win with a big margin 18
runs or more, they will have a better NRR
than CSK, helping them qualify for the
playoffs.

Temples will be built for MS
Dhoni, he is the God of Chennai:

Ambati Rayudu

Chennai Ambati Rayudu said that temples of
MS Dhoni would be built in Chennai given
his performance for India and CSK over the
years. On Sunday, the Super Kings romped to
a5-wicket win over RR and took a step closer
to a berth in the Indian Premier League (IPL)
2024 playoffs. With 14 points and a net run
rate of +0.528 thanks to wins in 7 out of 13
games, CSK are placed third in the points
table.If CSK somehow do not qualify for the
playoffs, Dhoni has already played his last
game at the MA Chidambaram Stadium this
season. Temples of popular stars, including,
Rajinikanth and Kushboo have been built
over the years by fans. Rayudu said that
Dhoni may also be added to the list keeping
in mind the joy he has brought to India and
Chennai fans.He is the God of Chennai and I
am sure, temples of MS Dhoni would be built
in the years to come in Chennai,” Rayudu to
Star Sports. Apart from 5 IPL titles to his
name, Dhoni also won the Champions
League T20 twice.

“He is someone who brought India the joy of
two World Cups and has brought Chennai joy
with a lot of IPL and Champions League
titles. He has just been that one guy who
shows belief in his players, who has always
done it for the team, for the country and for
CSK,” Rayudu said.“He is a legend and
someone everybody celebrates in the crowd.
They might be thinking that this might be his
last game in Chennai,” Rayudu added.

After CSK’s win over the Royals, Dhoni and
the Chennai team took a victory lap at the
Chepauk, acknowledging the crowd for their
support this season. The crowd also showed
their admiration towards Dhoni and the
Yellow Army for entertaining them.

The Super Kings will next lock horns with Faf
du Plessis’ RCB on Saturday, May 18 at the
M Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru.

Mohammed Siraj's hilarious
running between the wickets;

netizens can't stop laughing

NEW DELHI. Arecent clip from match no.
62 of the Indian Premier League (IPL)
2024 has taken social media by storm,
showcasing Mohammed Siraj's hilarious
running between the wickets during the
game between Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) and Delhi Capitals
(DC).

In the viral video, posted on X (formerly
Twitter), the moment of Siraj's dismissal
during RCB's batting at M Chinnaswamy
Stadium on Sunday is captured.The
incident occurred when Mukesh Kumar's
delivery to Cameron Green resulted in
Siraj being run out after completing two
runs. Siraj, seemingly unaware of the
throw coming back to the bowler,
continued running, only to be swiftly run
out while attempting a third run.Netizens
couldn't contain their laughter as they
watched Siraj's unconventional running,
which saw him deviate farther from the
running path with each stride.

Meanwhile, in the match, DC, after winning
the toss, opted to bowl first. RCB's batting
lineup put up a formidable total of 187/9 in
their 20 overs, with notable contributions
from Rajat Patidar (52 in 32 balls), Will
Jacks (41 in 29 balls), Cameron Green (32
not out in 24 balls), and Virat Kohli (27 in
13 balls).

During the run chase, DC faced early
setbacks but managed to stage a brief
comeback, courtesy of a partnership
between Shai Hope (29 in 23 balls) and
Axar Patel (57 in 39). However, RCB's
bowlers maintained control over the
game, ultimately securing a 47-run

victory as DC was bundled out for 140
runs.With this win, RCB's IPL 2024
campaign gains momentum, positioning
them with 12 points and a chance to reach
14 when they face Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) in their upcoming match on
Saturday.

Hussey reacts to ‘obstructing field” dismissal

«Ravindra Jadeja was
controversially given run-out in

(SK vs RR match in Chennai. Jadeja

was given the marching orders

after the umpires adjudged that he

was obstructing the field during a
run-out attempt.

Chennai, CSK all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja
was given out by the umpire due to
obstructing the field on Sunday, 12 May.
Jadeja, while batting in the 16th over against
RR got hit by a throw from Sanju Samson
when the opposition captain was trying to
run him out in the non-striker's end.

The replays were closely examined and the
third umpire made the conclusion that
Jadeja had seen the direction of the ball and
would run in a manner to protect the stumps.
The decision on the big screen was out
which stunned Jadeja and the CSK fans
inside the stadium.

CSK all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja was given
out by the umpire due to obstructing the
field on Sunday, 12 May. Jadeja, while
batting in the 16th over against RR got hit by

a throw from Sanju Samson when the
opposition captain was trying to run him out
inthe non-striker's end.

The replays were closely examined and the

RCB players' epic dressing room
celebrations after win vs DCin Bengaluru

Bengaluru Faf du Plessis' RCB stayed alive
in the playoffs race after winning their
home game against DC on Sunday, 12 May.
This was RCB's 5th straight win in the
Indian Premier League as the side turned its
fortunes after a hapless start to the season.
Before the winning streak, RCB had lost 6
matches in a row, which got them to the
brink of getting knocked out of the
tournament.

However, the Bengaluru-based side made

some crucial changes in approach to turn
their fortunes around. The RCB side burst
into celebrations in the dressing room after
their win against DC on Sunday. The
coaching stafflauded each and every player
who did well and the celebration was like
none other seen so far in the Indian Premier
League's 2024 season. The video of the
celebrations was posted by the RCB social

media where the likes of Cameron Green
and Rajat Patidar can be seen enjoying in
full blast.Earlier, RCB head coach Andy
Flower had spoken about the change of
approach made by the top order, who
looked to be more attacking from the very
start. Flower had lauded the bowling unit as
well who were trying to be as attacking with
their lengths and options as possible.

"Faf and Virat particularly have led
from the front with their actions,
and the rest of the team have been
outstanding. I think we have seen an
uptick in the way that we've bowled
in the powerplay, and I think that's
been led by Siraj and Yash Dayal.
Both have been very skilful and
courageous with the new ball,"
Flower said in an RCB video.RCB
have a faint chance of qualifying
through to the playoffs stage if they

beat CSK at home in their final group stage

game in the Indian Premier League. The
team has risen to the 5th spot in the league
table with 12 points from 13 matches.

Ahead of RCB are SRH, CSK, RR and

KKR. KKR has already qualified while the

other teams are just one win away from the

playoffs spot.

Kylian Mbappe gets booed by fans in
final PSG home game vs Toulouse

New Delhi Outgoing PSG star Kylian
Mbappe was booed by a section of the fans
in his final home game at Parc des Princes on
Sunday, 12 May. Mbappe, who had
announced that he would be leaving the club
on a free transfer in 2024, caught the ire of
the fans. The 25-year-old's name was
announced ahead of the match when PSG
were announcing their line-up and the PSG
ultras let their feelings known for the player.

The video of the incident was captured by one
of the fans in the stadium. Incidentally, both
Lionel Messi and Neymar were booed by the
ultras before their exit earlier this season as
well. On the day, Mbappe's departure
became more painful after the team failed to
win its home game against Toulouse.

PSG vs Toulouse: As It Happened

Paris St Germain were left stunned after they
were beaten 3-1 by Toulouse on Sunday,
with the newly-crowned champions
slumping to only their second Ligue 1 defeat
this season.Luis Enrique's side struggled for
form after their midweek Champions
League semi-final loss to Borussia
Dortmund and remain on 70 points from 32
games, six clear of second-placed AS
Monaco with two games remaining."This
defeat spoils the party a bit. It's always

frustrating, even if you're champion, to lose
like that in front of your home crowd," PSG
forward Ousmane Dembele told Canal+.
"We need to rethink things after a defeat and
not lose like that at home, even if we are

champions."Kylian Mbappe, who
confirmed on Friday that he will leave PSG
at the end of the season, opened the scoring
after eight minutes with a fine finish into an
open goal following a pinpoint clearance
from goalkeeper Arnau Tenas.

"He gave so much to the club, he did so much,"
Dembele said referring to Mbappe.

"We're happy with everything he's done, he's

grown up well at PSG, he's achieved so
much, he's a PSG legend. We're proud of
him."Toulouse equalised five minutes later
through Thijs Dalling, who coolly slotted
home from close range before Yann Gboho
put the visitors ahead with a superb curling
effort into the top right corner in the 68th
minute.Frank Magri's stoppage-time strike
sealed the win for Toulouse, who are 10th
in the standings with 43 points.

PSG visit Nice on Wednesday before their
final league game against Metz and the
French Cup final on May 25.There's still
the Cup final, a big match against Nice. We
have to give 100% in every match and
show a good image of Paris St Germain,"

Dembele added.Elsewhere, second-half
goals from Kassoum Ouattara and Youssouf
Fofana earned Monaco a 2-0 away win over
Montpellier to secure second place and a
return to the Champions League.They will
return to the group stage of the Europe's
premier club competition for the first time
since the 2018-19 season.Ligue 1's second-
top scorer Jonathan David scored a first-half
brace to earn Lille a 2-1 win at Nantes to
close in a Champions League spot as they
climbed to third place, ahead of Brest on
goal difference. They are level on 58 points
with Brest.

third umpire made the
conclusion that Jadeja had seen
the direction of the ball and
would run in a manner to
protect the stumps. The
decision on the big screen was
out which stunned Jadeja and
the CSK fans inside the
stadium.This is not the first
time that Jadeja has been found
obstructing the field this
season. Against SRH in
Hyderabad Jadeja did
something similar and was
struck by Bhuvneshwar Kumar
on the back while trying to get
back to his crease. In that game,
Pat Cummins chose not to
appeal against Jadeja, who was
not looking in good touch while
batting in the first innings of the
game.
Jadeja's run out however did not
have much impact on the game
as CSK chased down 142 runs with 5
wickets and 10 balls remaining. The result
hurt RR's chances to reach the top of the
table in IPL2024.

Rajat Patidar's cover drive

was just like one from Virat

Kohli: Brett Lee

Bengalur Brett Lee was in awe of the cover

drive from Rajat Patidar during his innings
during the RCB vs DC match in Bengaluru on
May 12, Sunday and compared it to the one
from Virat Kohli. Patidar continued his form
against Delhi as he came to RCB's rescue with
his 5th fifty of the campaign. Amidst some of
the brilliant shots he played was a cover drive
he hit off Mukesh Kumar's bowling in the 5th
over of the game, which had left the pundits in
awe.Lee, while talking to JioCinema, after
RCB's 47-run win on Sunday said that if
someone was watching the highlights, they
would think it was a shot from Virat Kohli.
The Aussie pacer said that the shot was as
good as it gets and is hoping that Patidar can
continue his form.

"Well, the other thing, too, is that if you're just

flicked on your device, you'd think that's Kohli

right away.""It's his Sth 50 this season, you
know, we know he's played test cricket, but it
took him a while to get going. But the great
thing is that that cover drive he played that
when we were on air commentating about I
mean, that is as good as it gets. So good to see
that he's found some form. Uh, hopefully it can
continue," said Lee.

How well has Patidar performed this season?
Patidar had a rather slow start to the IPL 2024

season as he was coming into the campaign on
the back of a lacklustre India vs England Test
series. The MP batter had to step in as RCB
were having an issue with the poor form of
Glenn Maxwell.Patidar has taken up the role
of Maxwell and has started to attack the
spinners with ease and has hit more than 20
sixes against spin this season. Patidar, with his
52 against DC, has now scored 320 runs from
13 matches with a strike-rate of more than
179.Patidar will be key to RCB's chances of
making it to the playoffs as they will face CSK
in their final league game on May 18 in
Bengaluru.

Premier League: Arsenal secure hard-fought 1-0
win against Manchester to go ’rop again

New Delhi Arsenal's Leandro Trossard
capitalised on dreadful Manchester United
defending to secure a 1-0 win on Sunday
that saw his side provisionally overtake
Manchester City atop the Premier League
and guaranteed the title race will go down

to the final day.While Arsenal, who won for
just the second time at Old Trafford in their

last 17 visits, have 86 points with one game
left of the tightest title race in years, holders
City remain in the driving seat with 85
points and two matches to play.City, who
are aiming for an unprecedented fourth
consecutive English top-flight title, can
retake the lead when they play at Arsenal's
London rivals Tottenham Hotspur on
Tuesday.Trossard scored in the 20th minute
when Kai Havertz sauntered barely
challenged into space on the right before

sending the ball into the box for
Trossard to tuck home.Heads turned
to check for an offside flag but
Casemiro -- recently moved from
midfield into United's injury-
depleted back line -- had slowly
moved out from the box and kept
Havertz onside after goalkeeper
Andre Onana launched the ball
upfield.United manager Erik ten Hag
was left shaking his head in
frustration. The game swung from end
to end over a final tense few minutes,
with Onana leaping to push away shots
from Arsenal substitute Gabriel Martinelli
and Declan Rice.United, who were hoping
to bounce back after a woeful 4-0 loss at
Crystal Palace on Monday, are eighth with
two games left. They trail sixth-placed

Newcastle by three points in their quest for
a European berth next season, setting up a
key showdown when the Magpies visit Old
Trafford on Wednesday.Trossard's goal
was the 82nd Ten Hag's team have
conceded this season in all competitions --
their most in a single campaign since 1970-

71United enjoyed plenty of the ball
in the final third, and had 14 shots
to Arsenal's 11, but struggled to
create many quality chances.
h Alejandro Garnacho was United's
biggest threat, particularly in the
second half. He launched one shot
wide and sent another into the side
netting before hanging his head in
frustration.The visiting fans,
whose singing did not let up all
evening, erupted at the final
whistle after a game that was
tighter than predicted. Not even the
torrential downpour could dampen their
celebration after the job done by Mikel
Arteta's team.Arsenal host Everton in their
season finale, while City are at home to
West Ham United.
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Reveals 'Heeramandi’ Co-Stars Wed And Became
Pregnant During Filming: 'I'm Still Unmarried’

amisha Koirala, Adit Rao Hydan, Richa Chadha, Sonakeshi Smha, Samgesda
Sheich, and Sharmin Sepal, all featured I Sanjay Leela Bhansali's
Heeramandi, were reeently puests oo The Great Indian Kapil Show. Durng

their appearanee, the actors remimiseed ahout their ime working with Bhansali and

shared their expenenees. Host Kapil Sharma entertained with his sharp wit, eliciing

particulardy humomus responses from Sonaksh Sinha, which had everyene

Langhing When Kapil brought up Aba Bhatt and Kiara Advani's weddings as a

seguetn gquestion Senalkeshi about her owmn marniage plans, Sonaleshi responded

playfully, saymg, “JTale par namak chidal rahe ho” indicating thahis qustdon

was adding salt to her wounds, as she *desperately® wishes to petmarded She

cenbnued, “We've finished shooting Heeramandi and here T am, =51l not

marned. Even Sharmin gotmarted ™ Mamisha then ehimed in, highlighting,

“and Richa, she pot married and even beeame pregnant “Richa Thadha

humomusly remarleed, Tt was pood preparation for me. My eostumesin the

film weighed 30 kdlos. But when it came tme for my wedding athre, they

felt weiphtlessin companison. I eould eastly jump around and play; they

felt so lLight “Sharmin Sepal wed Aman Mehta in MNovermher 2023

Sharmin, Samjay Leela Bhansali's miece, portrayed the charaeter of

Malblgjaan’s danghter, Alamezeb, n Heeramandi. Richa Chadha and Al

Fazal were legally marded in 2020 and eelebrated their wedding n

prand stile in 2022 In February 2024, the couple shared the josyfal

news that they are expectng ther first ehild. Heeramandi is set apainst

the barlkdrop ofthe pre-Independenee era mthe 19408 It exploresthe

cultural reality of a prominent red-light district throngh the lens of

eourtesans and nawabs, The seoes boasts a star-studded cast,

ineluding Manisha Keirala, Sonakeshi Sinha, Adid Rao Hydan,

Richa Chadhs, Banjeeda Sheilh, and Sharmin Segal _

Mews 18 pave Showsha 4.5 stars and wrote, * Bhansali pens a near- "’-ﬁﬁ.-,-__ﬁ

perfect sereenplay, and it is this teh woting that already formes

an impresave foundation for the shew Each charaeter is

written with a lot of eourape, empathy, and sensitivity. Here,

each female character is so well-fleshed out, inehding those

inthe periphery, that they alldeserve a spin-off o ftheir oan. ™

It further read, ““With Heeramandi, Sanjay Leela Bhansal

creates a world that's exgquiste and is deh and vibrant o its

culture and texture. Inhabiing this meakn are some

characters that are as unapologetic, complex, and

imperfeet as a human ran be. Here, the women eall their

own shots and is unafraid of what the ervil society maght

think of them They'ne pitted against each other,

somedmes one even wishing for and conspinng against

another's dewnfall and shattering their self-worth,

pride and ego. They ean tear apart and even love like

tpresses. And when the nght time comes, they don't

bat an eyelid before fercely protecting cne another

Despite deep and dark ambibon plagung theirhearts,

they'we their conscienee clear Maybe that's why

Fareedan in a seene repomands a Botish officer for

robbmg heraunt Mallikagjaan off her *aabri” when all

she wanted was for her to hawe her “puroor

crumbled
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Called Her 'Maa' Yet: 'She Calls Me...

ollywood actress Dia Mirza Rekhi embraced motherhood much before she welcomed her son
Avryaan. The actress tirmed steproother to her husband Vaibhay Eekhi's daughter Samaia, who he

¢ had from his At wedding. Howesver, in anexclusive chat with Mews18 Showsha onthe occasion of
Mother's Day, Dia revealed that Samaira hasn't called ber “maa’ or ‘mumnma’ yet. Adding that Samaira

‘ i has her birth mather whao she calls “murmma’, Dia said she has no expectations from 3amaim to address
: ber as ‘mimnma.” o what does she address Dia as?The Thappad star resvealed Samaira calls Dia by her

A narne. “3he hasn't called me maa. There is no expectations from her to call me ‘maa’, ‘mumma’ ar
‘mother’. She hasa mother who shecalls *mumma’ or ‘mom”. 3he calls me ‘Dia,™ the actress told us.
She added that courtesy of Samiara, Aviaan also calls her by her first name once a while. “Thanks to

o her now Avyaan also calls me

4 ﬁﬁ‘ k. ‘Dia’ onee in a2 while. He says
-—"‘\ o ‘Dia mom’, it's too funny,” she

o | said with a laughDia also

%‘” recollected the fitsttime Avyaan

‘ called her ‘maa.” Confessing that

his first word was “Hpger’, Dia
revealed the first fime Asvaan
called her “maa’ was months later
“2h my god, I will never forget that
day. He sald mumma much later. 1
think it was a good three months after
he started to say words, It was a
beautiful moment because all the
flowers had started to bloomin the
balcony and there were lotz of
butterflies wisiting the flowers,
and he was in my arme,” she |
recalled] was showing him
the buterflies and I was
through the plants because there were three to four butterflies for him to geta closerlook atit
He suddenly looked at me and said, “Wumma’, Twaslike “Oh my god! What just happened.”
Interestingly, my Insband had his camera and he was recording me showing Avaan the
butterflies so wehave the whole moment on camneras. It was magical,” Dia added Dia
R welcomed Avyaanin 202 1, when shewas 39 vears old The actress has o ften shared
‘\ phatos and videos of the little one onInstagram.
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Alia Bhatt Says She's An
Overthinker While Ranbir
Kapoor Moves On: "This

Di[fem:e Provides Us Balance’

lia Bhatt mecently shared what she's

leamed from her husband Eanbir

Fapoor, and how they handle success
and failure. In an interview with Harper's
Bazaar India, she mentioned that Fanhir and
ghe deal with things differently. Alia said
“Fanbir and I handle things differently. T am
maore conterplative, a bit of an overthinker,
while be prefers to shake off the dust and mave
on quickly. It's this difference that helps us
support each other, providing balance whenit's
needed the most”She aleo menboned, “But
baoth of us choose to focus onwaork with a lot of
love and immense respect. We work ke itis a
part of our life  awvery mportant one but
not the whole of owr life”"Alla was asked to
narie a few Indian and global icons that served
as an inspiration to her The actress mentioned
FateWinslet and praised her forher "incredible
range andresilience. ™ She furtherexpressed her
love for Taylor Swift. Appreciating her, she
gaid, she transforms all expenences into
“heartfelt music™ She then added, “These
waornen embrace thelr jowrneys with such £lan
and ease  that authenticity 1= what 1 aim to
bring to my roles. “hMeanwhile, Alia made head
tumes in a sfunming saree by Sabyasachi at the
Met (Gala. Interestingly, Alia’s raditional attire
received the loudest cheers on the MetFala red
carpet. International paparazs couldn't contain
their exaternent as she posed. Meedless fo say,
her look was lowved by fans and her family,
including her mother-in-law Meetu Eapoor and
sister-in-law Riddhima Fapoor Bahni. Besond
her fashion choices, Alia aleo embraced her
Indian culture by warding off the evil e ina
quintessential desi way. She applied a kajal dot
behind her ear, a traditional practice. It can be
geen in a photo where she faces away from the
carnera.

Manisha Koirala On Shooting
For Heeramandi While

Recovering From Cancer:

"Would My Body Be Strong?’

ﬁ'\: 3 - ¥

anitha Floirala, who is bagldng in the

success of Heeramandi: The Diamaond

Bazaar, took to Inttagram to pen a
gratitude post She started the pogt with the
realisation that she newer thought that after
cancer and turning 50, her life would enter this
new phase. Sharng a photo of herself in her
Heeramand avwatar, the wrote, ©1 could never
have fmagined that after cancer and tuming 540,
iy ife would flawerinta this otherphase.

Citing two reasons for it, she continued
“Heerarmand has been a significant milestone
AL a 53sear-old actor who hat bagged an
important rolein a high-profile web series, Tam
overjoyed that I'm not stuck plaving
insigrificant peripheral roles, thanks to OTT
platforme and changing audience profiles.
Finally, female actors, techniciane, and other
professionals have started petting the long
overdue and well-deserved pood quality of
work and respect in a professional
ervironment. 1 am fortunate to be a partofthis
evolving era. “anisha wrote that as she recelves
praises for her performance inthe sefes, the is
reminded of the worries she had before starting
thooting.

8he added, “Today, when ] am recelving $o many
accolades, I can'thelp but remember the doubte
and anxiety that plagued me when I wag about
to start shooting. Still meovering from the
dreaded ©, would my body be strong enough to
deal with theintense shooting schedules, heay
cogtumes, and jewelry, and perform a mole
mquiring & rmch mance and effortlecs
effort?Opening vp on a partowarly tough
scene, the wrote, “The fountain sequence
proved the most physically challenging. It
required me to be immersed in a water fountain
for over 12 hours. That tested my resilience!
Even though Sarjay had thoughtfully ensured
that the water was warm and clean, over the
houre, the water tumed muddy, (because my
teamn members, the Cinematographer, and the
art director’s team were geting into the water
to weark around the scene )



