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No progress taking place under BJP government, 
unemployment highest in 45 years: Priyanka Gandhi

Simmi Kaur Babbar
Fatehgarh Sahib/Patiala, May 26:

Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Sunday lashed out at the BJP-led
Centre, asking why there is no prosper-
ity in the lives of people if the country's
economy is growing at a rapid pace.
Addressing her first poll rally in Punjab
in favour of party candidate from
Fatehgarh Sahib seat Amar Singh, she
also accused Prime Minister Narendra
Modi of “speaking lies and making hol-
low promises with the public only to cap-
ture power”. Attacking the Modi govern-
ment, she said 70 crore youth are unem-
ployed in the country and unemploy-
ment is the highest in 45 years. She said
30 lakh posts are vacant in the govern-
ment sector under the Modi regime. “At
stages, he (Modi) makes big claims that
the economy is growing at a rapid pace. I
want to ask if it is growing so fast and if there
is progress in the country then why there is
no progress in your (people) lives. Why did
your children not get employment?” the
Congress general secretary asked. “And

why inflation has gone up too much. If the
country is progressing fast then why are
steel factories here shutting down. Why the
industry is being weakened by imposing

GST? There is not even a single scheme for
the middle class and for your relief. Progress
is only being seen on TV, but no progress is
taking place in your lives,” she told the gath-
ering. The Congress leader accused the BJP
of not respecting the public at all. “They do
not speak about your problems. They do not

tell what they are doing to contain inflation
and bring down unemployment,” she said.
“They do not tell why women are feeling
unsafe in Punjab. They do not tell why the

drug problem has increased so much in
Punjab,” she added. The Congress gen-
eral secretary asserted it is only her
party which speaks about the public.
“Modi ji can do anything for power,” she
said and added that the PM removed
the “black” farm laws, referring to the
now-repealed farm laws, because of
elections and votes. “Whatever lies he
puts before you and makes hollow
promises only to capture power,” she
said. She also alleged that the BJP tried
to topple state governments. She fur-
ther alleged that the BJP took donations
from companies, which were raided by
the CBI, ED and Income Tax depart-

ment. Without naming anyone, she referred
to the registration of an FIR against the man-
aging editor of Ajit Group of Newspapers
Barjinder Singh Hamdard. “You have seen
here (Punjab) what happened to Ajit
Newspaper,” she said. The Punjab Vigilance
bureau has registered a case against

Hamdard and 25 others in connection with
alleged misappropriation of funds in the con-
struction of Rs 315 crore Jang-e-Azadi
memorial at Kartarpur in Jalandhar. “You
need to understand what is happening at the
Centre and what is happening in your state
and how you are being misled at every
level,” she told the gathering. In Patiala, the
Congress general secretary addressed an
all-women rally where she hit out at the BJP
on the issues of inflation and unemployment.
“Today, the biggest problem of women is
inflation. You (women) go to shops and you
cannot buy many things. Everything has
turned costly,” she said. Attacking Prime
Minister Modi, she said that he was saying,
“If you have buffaloes, the Congress will
steal.” "In order to create an illusion among
the women, he would say that the Congress
will conduct an X-ray and will steal your
'mangalsutra',” she said. “He would say they
(Congress) are anti-Hindu and it is written in
our manifesto that it will take your jewellery
and give it to others,” she said. “Whereas our
party is a party which is of Mahatma Gandhi.
His entire freedom movement was based on
teachings of Bhagavad Gita. 

Cannot be a more attractive scheme, agniveers
guaranteed government jobs: Amit Shah

Naresh Malhotra
New Delhi, May 26: Union Home

Minister Amit Shah has stoutly defend-
ed the ‘Agnipath’ scheme, saying there
cannot be a more attractive scheme for
the youth as it offers guarantee of a
full-term government job for
‘agniveers’ who retire following a four-
year tenure in the armed forces. In an
interview with PTI, Shah said he felt
pity for Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
who has promised to scrap the short-
term recruitment scheme if his party’s
alliance comes to power, as he speaks
without understanding the issue.
While 25 per cent of ‘agniveers’ will be
absorbed in the armed forces to serve
a full-term, Shah claimed the job
opportunities created for those retir-
ing after the four-year tenure will be
7.5 times their number because of
reservations for them in different state
police forces and Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF). “There cannot

be a more attractive scheme for the
country’s youth than Agniveer. It is a
very well thought-out scheme,”
he asserted. The short-term
recruitment scheme will also
bring down the average age of
armed forces personnel, Shah
said, adding a comparative
study of defence forces globally
would highlight that the aver-
age age is very high in India.
“Not only reservation, they
(agniveers) have also received
age and physical fitness test
relaxations. Their training peri-
od has also been done away
with as they would be already
trained on joining. So the 75 per
cent, who will retire in four
years, will have 7.5 times more
reserved space (employment),” he
said. Asked if it was a guarantee, Shah
said, “It is a guarantee if they want to
join. There is no compulsion. I will
speak to you with facts and figures. So

25 per cent will be absorbed there
(armed forces) and the rest if they

want government services can join the
CAPF, state police. They will get full-
term jobs with all due benefits like gra-
tuity and pension. Now tell me where
is the harm?” “This is a guarantee of
government job till 58 years,” he

asserted. The Congress has been criti-
cising the scheme, saying it harms the

future of youngsters aspiring
to join the armed forces by
retiring them after a short
tenure. The party has prom-
ised to scrap it. In this con-
text, the Home Minister also
made light of the Congress’s
several promises, including a
uniform Goods and Services
Tax (GST) rate. Attacking
Gandhi, who has been vocal
on the issue, Shah said, “He
(Gandhi) calls it a loot. You
call the law of the country
which was passed in
Parliament where you your-
self sit Gabbar Singh Tax. I

feel pity for him. No one in the
Congress party even advises him.” He
questioned as to how luxury items
consumed by the rich and things use-
ful for the poor can be taxed at the
same rate. 

7 newborns die in fire at children's
hospital in East Delhi’s Vivek Vihar

Navdeep Singh Sahni
New Delhi, May 26: A massive fire

broke out at a private children’s hospital
in east Delhi’s Vivek Vihar, leaving seven
newborns dead, officials said on Sunday.
The officials of the Delhi Fire
Services (DFS) said the blaze
broke out at the Baby Care
New Born Hospital at around
11:30 pm on Saturday and soon
spread to two other adjacent
buildings. Sixteen fire tenders
were pressed into service to
douse the blaze, Divisional
Fire Officer Rajendra Atwal
said. Oxygen cylinders kept in
the two-storey building explod-
ed due to which the adjacent
buildings were damaged, he
said. Another fire official said
two boutiques, a portion of
IndusInd Bank operating from an adja-
cent building and a shop on the ground
floor were also damaged besides an
ambulance and a scooty parked outside

the building. Condoling the death of chil-
dren, President Droupadi Murmu
prayed for strength to the bereaved par-
ents. Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal said
those responsible for negligence will not
be spared. Health Minister Saurabh

Bharadwaj also said strictest punishment
will be given to those found negligent or
involved in any wrongdoing. In a post on
X, Kejriwal said the government stood
with those who lost their children in the

fire incident, and added the administra-
tion was ensuring proper treatment to
the injured. He said the reasons behind
the fire were being probed and those
found negligent will not be spared. DFS
chief Atul Garg said 12 newborns were

rescued from the medical facility
but seven of them died. Five
babies are undergoing treat-
ment at another hospital, he
said, adding some of them have
received minor burn injuries.
The bodies have been shifted to
the GTB Hospital for post-
mortem, police said.
Meanwhile, police arrested the
owner of the children’s hospital,
officials said on Sunday. Dr
Naveen Kichi had been on the
run since the fire outbreak late
on Saturday, they said. Delhi

Police have booked him under Sections
336 (act endangering life of personal
safety of others) and 304A (causing
death by negligence) of the IPC at Vivek
Vihar police station.

Army Chief General Manoj Pande gets one-month extension
Tejinder Kaur Babbar

New Delhi, May 26: The government
on Sunday announced that a month-long
extension in service has been given to
Indian Army Chief General Manoj Pande,
who was to superannuate on May 31.
This is first time that an Army Chief has
been given an extension in service,
since the Indira Gandhi-led government
gave an extension to Gen SHFJ
Manekshaw in the euphoria of the post
1971 India-Pak war. The Ministry of
Defence on Sunday issued a statement
saying “the Appointments Committee of
Cabinet, met on May 26, 2024, approved
the extension in service of Chief of the
Army Staff General Manoj C Pande for a
period of one month, beyond his normal
age of superannuation (May 31, 2024),
up to June 30, 2024”. The MoD cited
Rule 16 A (4) of the Army Rules 1954 for
the extension. Chiefs of all the three serv-
ices retire at age of 62.  Lt General rank
officers and their equivalent in the IAF and

the Navy retire at 60 years of age. The last
time the rule was exercised was for
General Manekshaw. And in turn his suc-
cessor General GG Bewoor was also given
a year’s extension while Gen Manekshaw
was doing his extended period of service.

Gen Bewoor went on to become Army
Chief. The move of the Modi government
has thrown up many possibilities. A senior
functionary questioned “if the
Appointments committee of Cabinet can

meet and extend the service of Chief, it
could have very well appointed a new one,
unless they fear a political controversy”.
The ongoing elections cannot be the
excuse as the Navy Chief Admiral DK
Tripathi who took over May 1, was

appointed after the model code of
conduct was enforced. This one
month extension means the next two
seniormost --- Lt Gen Upendra
Dwivedi, the Vice Chief and Lt Gen
Ajai Kumar Singh, the Southern
Army Commander also retire on
June 30. But going by past records,
Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria
took over as IAF Chief on the last day
of service, September 30, 2019 and
served for two years. Going by the
case of Air Chief Marshal Bhadauria,
Lt Gen Dwivedi and Lt Gen Singh

cannot be ruled out. Lt General Dwivedi
and Lt General Singh are batchmates but
the former is senior as per the commis-
sioning seniority, that is when they passed
out from the military academy. 

Sanjay Raut claims Fadnavis,
Shah worked against Gadkari

in Lok Sabha election
Mumbai/Nagpur, May 26: Shiv Sena (UBT) leader

Sanjay Raut on Sunday claimed that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union Minister Amit Shah and
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis worked for Nitin Gadkari’s defeat in the Lok
Sabha elections. Raut’s claims have drawn sharp reac-
tions from the BJP, Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde and Congress’s candidate from Nagpur. Raut
alleged that Fadnavis had unwillingly campaigned for
Gadkari, who contested from the Nagpur Lok Sabha
seat, when he realised the Union minister couldn’t be
defeated. Nagpur is the hometown of both BJP leaders.
“Modi, Shah and Fadnavis worked for Gadkari’s defeat
in Nagpur. Fadnavis unwillingly joined the campaign
for Gadkari when he realised he couldn’t be defeated.
The RSS people in Nagpur are openly saying Fadnavis

helped the opposition to get Gadkari defeated,” he
wrote in an article in his party’s mouthpiece “Saamna”.
The Sena (UBT) leader alleged that Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde had distributed Rs 25-30 crore in every
constituency, and his machinery worked to defeat can-
didates of the NCP led by Ajit Pawar. Taking a potshot
at Yogi Adityanath, he said the Uttar Pradesh chief min-
ister will be replaced if the Modi-Shah government
returns to power after the Lok Sabha elections.
Elections to the 48 Lok Sabha seats in Maharashtra
were held in five phases from April 19 to May 20. State
BJP chief Chandrasekhar Bawankule said Raut had
become “delusional”. “The BJP is not a party but a fam-
ily. People who have always played politics of factional-
ism will never understand family bonds. Modi, Shah,
Yogi Adityanath, Gadkari and Fadnavis are part of the
BJP’s family. We always work on the principle of nation
first, then party and last self,” he said. For Raut, NCP
(SP) chief Sharad Pawar always comes first, his inter-
ests and Uddhav Thackeray come last, he said. “If Raut
has the courage, he should write a column about how
he tried to become the chief minister in 2019 (when the
undivided Shiv Sena joined hands with the NCP and
Congress),” Bawankule said. Congress candidate from
Nagpur seat Vikas Thakre said Raut had praised
Gadkari in the past and has, in his article, claimed that
the BJP leader would win the Lok Sabha polls and
hence, Fadnavis campaigned for him. 

Sanjay Kumar
New Delhi, May 26:

Three people died and
another was seriously
injured after a fire broke
out at a four-storey resi-
dential building in Krishna
Nagar area of East Delhi
on Sunday, officials of the
Delhi Fire Services said.
Officials said the charred
body of a 66-year-old
woman, identified as
Promila Shad, was recov-
ered from the first floor of
the building, while two
others, identified as 18-
year-old Keshav Sharma
and 39-year-old Anju
Sharma, were declared
brought dead by doctors.
Five fire tenders were
rushed to the spot, they
said, adding 14 vehicles
and two bicylces at the
spot were reduced to
ashes. This is the second
major fire incident in the
City in as many days. At

least seven newborns died
in a massive fire at a chil-
dren’s hospital in east
Delhi’s Vivek Vihar on
Saturday night.
Meanwhile, police said
another fire incident was
reported in the area at
Krishna Nagar police sta-
tion on Sunday. Chief of
Delhi Fire Services Atul
Garg said a call regarding
a blaze at a house near the
Bank of India, Krishna
Nagar was received at 2.35
am. “The flames were
doused by 7.20 am and it
was found that the fire
began in 11 two-wheelers
in the stilt parking of the
house and spread to the
first floor. The building
comprises ground (stilt)
plus four floors,” he said.
Officials said the second,
third and fourth floors
were affected by heat and
smoke. One charred body
was found on the first floor,
Garg said. 

Supreme Court to hear today
BJP's plea against Calcutta
High Court order on ads

during Lok Sabha election
New Delhi, May 26: The Supreme Court

will take up on Monday the BJP’s petition
challenging a Calcutta High Court order
restraining the saffron party from publishing
alleged derogatory advertisements against
the TMC and its leaders during the ongoing
Lok Sabha polls as they violated the Model
Code of Conduct. The BJP’s petition is listed
before a Vacation Bench of Justice JK
Maheshwari and Justice KV Viswanathan on
May 27. The top court had on Friday agreed
to consider the BJP’s petition after it was
mentioned before a Vacation Bench led by
Justice Bela M Trivedi for urgent listing. A
Division Bench of the Calcutta High Court
had on May 22 refused to interfere with a sin-
gle-judge order restraining the BJP from pub-
lishing ‘derogatory’ advertisements against
the TMC and its leaders, saying "Laxman
Rekha" should not be crossed and there
should not be any personal attacks. Refusing
to interfere with the May 20 single judge
order, the Division Bench had said the BJP
could move the single judge, seeking a
review or recall of its order. “You (BJP) are a
national party. 

Valmiki community members
protest illegal construction

Hoshiarpur, May 26: There was an uproar
in the Valmiki Ashram located on the local
Hariana Road when members of the Valmiki
community started protesting over the
alleged illegal construction being done on the
premises by some persons. On the occasion,
Valmiki Samaj leader Kamal Bhatti said there
is a huge statue of Bhagwan Valmiki in the
ashram, which is very old and every year the
birth anniversary of Valmiki is celebrated
here with great pomp. He said for the last few
days, some people were claiming this place
as theirs with the intention of taking over the
ashram land. In this regard, leaders and
members of the Valmiki Samaj in Hoshiarpur
had asked them to present documents relat-
ed to the land, but they did not do so. Now,
other party people had started illegal con-
struction by building a wall in the ashram at
night. Sant Girdhari Lal, Gaddi Nashin Pawan
Valmiki Teerth, Amritsar, Om Prakash
Gabbar, Vinod Kumar Billa, Surinder Kumar
and Ajay Khosla, who reached the occasion,
warned the police administration that if they
did not take strict action against the rival
party, the Valmiki community would hold
protests across Punjab.

3 die as fire breaks out at
residential building in East

Delhi’s Krishna Nagar

Sasaram (Bihar), May 26:
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Sunday hit out at
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for his ‘mujra’ remark against
Opposition leaders and said that
he “insulted Bihar” by making
such a comment. Addressing an
election rally in favour of Manoj
Kumar, Congress leader and
Mahagathbandhan nominee for
Sasaram Lok Sabha seat, Kharge
said, “Modi ji insulted Bihar by
using this word... it means mujra
happens here. This is an insult to
Bihar and its people. This is not
how a PM should talk. He should
be talking in a statesman-like
manner.” The Congress presi-
dent’s attack came after Modi
vowed to thwart alleged attempts
to rob Dalits and backward class-
es of reservation by INDIA bloc,
which he accused of being
“enslaved” and performing
“mujra” for its Muslim vote bank.
“Bihar is the land that has given a
new direction to the fight for

social justice. I wish to declare
from this soil that I will foil the
plans of the INDIA bloc to rob the
SCs, STs and OBC of their rights
and divert those to Muslims.
They may remain enslaved and
perform ‘mujra’ to please their
vote bank,” the PM had said
while addressing a poll rally in
the state on Saturday. Kharge fur-
ther said, “PM Modi considers
himself as a ‘Tees Maar Khan’ (a
person who glorifies himself). He
is under the wrong impression. It
is the people who are real ‘Tees
Maar Khan’. He (Modi) is like a
dictator. If he returns to power for
a third term, people will not be
allowed to speak freely.” He
alleged that the BJP was spread-
ing communal hatred to divert
the attention of the people from
issues that matter. “Neither the
PM nor other BJP leaders will
talk about issues such as growing
unemployment or price rise.
They are spreading communal
hatred. 

PM Modi’s ‘mujra’
remark an insult to Bihar



NILGIRIS: Tension prevailed at Semundi people started gathering in large numbers people as they have gathered in large 
village in Srimadurai Panchayat near to see the leopard. However, over 50 numbers to see the animal. Tranquilising 
Gudalur in the district after a leopard forest staff from O-Valley, Gudalur, is the only option in such a case, but it got 
took shelter in an abandoned house there Cherambadi, Pandalur, Naadukani, and delayed as the only Assistant Veterinary 
on Monday afternoon. The animal was Bitharkadu along with members from the Surgeon K Rajesh Kumar could reach 
tranquilised before it was captured and Flying Squad and Rapid Response Team Semundi on Saturday at 7 p.m. after 
released by the Gudalur forest division (RRT) managed the crowd and placed completing two elephant post-mortems 
personnel inside the reserve forest within barricades 600 metres from the house to at Theppakkadu and Thengumarahada. 
the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve.The prevent people from entering the house. Both are different areas within the 
leopard was found by a man who Ten members of RRT wore safety Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR)," said 
approached the house to take agricultural clothing to protect them from leopard a senior forest official
equipment. Labourers stock their attacks if the animal came out of the  After tranquilisation, the animal was taken 
equipment in the vacant house, aid forest house.  inside the cage which was kept ready. 
sources.Shocked to see the big cat "We laid a net in the surrounding area of the The animal was subsequently released in 
moving inside the house, the man locked house to prevent the leopard from the reserve forest in MTR.  "Though the 
the entrance door and also fastened it escaping. Trapping the big cat using the animal took shelter inside the abandoned 
with a rope. He subsequently informed net is not a viable solution since the house at 12pm, we set up generators and 
the Gudalr forest officials at 12 p.m. The animal may bounce back, and it would lit up lights to carry out the operation 
information spread like wildfire, and create unwanted tension for the local during the night," the official added.

Leopard enters abandoned house 
near Gudalur in Tamil Nadu

10 patients abandoned per month at 
Kovai GH, lack of ward adds to woes

medicines, etc. It is practically impossible members as they feel that they will be COIMBATORE: As the number of 
for the staff to care for every treated if left on the hospital premises. In abandoned sick elderly people at 
patient.”Sources said that recently a the last one year alone we rescued 176 Coimbatore Medical College Hospital 
hospital staff rescued an elderly destitute people and the the previous year (CMCH) is increasing, the hospital staff 

186 people were rescued. Out of and NGOs are finding it 
which 5 to 10 are rescued hard to help them after the 
monthly from the CMCH closure of the ‘unknown 
campus. We reunite 80% of patients ward’.Most of the 
them with their families and a destitute people are forced 
few die of sickness. Of the rest, to take treatment without 
those who are willing, we take caretakers and survive 
them to our home and others w i t h i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
remain in the hospital. We are premises. Some of them 
trying to tackle this issue as even die.A nurse said, “If 
much as possible but if the there is a ward to handle 
hospital reopens the unknown unknown sick patients, 
patients ward again, it will be many NGOs come forward 
easier.”t o  s e r v e  t h e m .  

Unavailability of the ward Sources said that the ward existed 
forces us to take care of such till pre-pandemic and NGOs- 
patients in regular wards and Helping Hearts and Change 
it is difficult to manage them Trust took care of such patients. 

abandoned man near the casualty ward without caretakers.” However, with the closure of the ward, 
and sent him for treatment.Before that, he abandoned patients have to be treated Another staff nurse said, “Mostly the 
was left for around two days without care along with other patients and that is family members of sick elderly people 
and the private security guards thought he difficult for volunteers to visit every ward abandon them within the hospital 
had a caretaker. As he does not remember and serve them.When asked, CMCH premises at night or they are rescued and 
anything except his name, the case was Dean A Nirmala told TNIE that they sent to the hospital by the public and as 
referred to the poice. However, he died closed the ward due to space constraints there is a shortage of staff, we are not able 
soon after.M Ganesh founder of Helping and are planning to open the ward after to give them special attention. Every 
Hearts NGO said, “Most of the elderly they get space in the new super specialty patient needs a caretaker to take them for 
people are abandoned by their family block.medical tests and bring them food, 

Hosp docs use novel 
method to save life

Mumbai: A novel procedure performed by 
neurologists in a public hospital saved a 59-year-
old woman, who was critical after an aneurysm 
in her brain burst open and caused a bleed.The 
BMC-run Cooper Hospital, Juhu, is now among 
11 centres across India to have used the new 
Trenza embolization device, said dan Dr 
Shailesh Mohite.The patient came to hospital 
with a headache and vomiting. Diagnostic scans 
revealed a ruptured aneurysm—when an artery’s 
wall bulges out so much that it becomes thin 
enough to burst open.Neurologist Dr Pradyumna 
Oak said coil implant devices are increasingly 
used to handle aneurysms with good outcomes.

“The device is inserted via a catheter to fill in a 
brain aneurysm. A coil stops the ruptured 
aneurysm from continuing to bleed,’’ he 
said.The procedure would cost over Rs 10 lakh 
in private hospitals, but Cooper Hospital only 
charged a nominal sum from the family for the 
device. The device alone costs Rs 2.5 lakh, but 
Rs 1.5 lakh came from the state insurance 
scheme and some more from private donors.

“Trenza’s advantage is that the patient doesn’t 
need to take aspirin or similar drugs to prevent 
blood clots. 

Other types of surgery would need the patient to 
take medications that could lead to re-bleeding,’’ 
said Dr Oak.BMC’s additional commissioner D 
Sudhakar Shinde said modern services are being 
provided to Mumbaikars.

“This successful procedure proves that complex 
surgeries are done in municipal hospitals at very 
reasonable rates and can benefit the common 
man,” said Dr MohiteNeuralinks first brain 
implant patient shares his fears about the 
deviceNoland Arbaugh, the first recipient of 
Neuralink chip, improved performance with 
Seo's help. Elon Musk and team founded 
Neuralink in 2016 to create a brain interface for 
medical needs.

Several injured passengers on turbulence-hit 
Singapore flight need spinal surgery, hospital 
saysSeveral seriously injured individuals from 
the Singapore Airlines flight that encountered 
severe turbulence will require spinal surgery at a 
Bangkok hospital following the incident earlier 
this week.

Two enthusiastic patients leave hospital for a few 
hours to vote in Mumbai86-year-old Vasant 
Savarkar voted in hospital pyjamas after being 
allowed to leave the hospital for two hours due to 
low oxygen levels. He is not interested in 
politics. In Ghatkopar (West), 74-year-old 
Kusum Gaikwad voted despite hospitalization 
for low haemoglobin levels. Her daughter Sujata 
Sonawane mentioned her stay at Nulife Hospital 
for restless feet.

Sr doctor arrested for crushing woman 
under car at Mumbai's Sion hospital

declined to comment, but sources close the hospital. Police said the accident MUMBAI: A senior doctor, who was in the 
to him said it wasn't a "hit and run" case. took place at 7.45 pm. Police said forefront of BMC's Covid response, was 
"The patient collapsed in front of his that on Saturday afternoon the arrested late Saturday evening after the 
car, resulting in a minor dash," said a hospital informed them the woman death of a 60-year-old Mumbra woman 
source. "The car must have had a speed died during treatment.whom he ran over in his car on the 
of 5km/hr at best," said the source. After Shaikh's son, Shahnawaz (30), said his premises of Sion hospital the previous 
the patient collapsed, Dr Derehelped mother had gone to Sion Hospital for evening, police said.Dr Rajesh Dere, head 
carry her to the emergency, the source treatment of her hand injury. Due to of the hospital's forensics department who 
said. The cause of death is reportedly an infection, she had been admitted was dean of the BKC Covid centre during 
"cardiogenic shock". to Sion hospital and was discharged the pandemic, was at the wheel, police 

Police said they received an emergency on May 16 after nearly a month, he said. Sources close to the doctor told TOI 
police report message from the hospital said.that the woman had collapsed in front of 
around 11 pm Friday of a woman found Shahnawaz, who works as a delivery his car barely a couple of minutes after he 
unconscious near gate 7 with injury to boy, said he slept around 1.30 am last started it.
the body and was admitted for night and his phone was in silent Police have not only registered a case of 
treatment. A police team reached the mode. "In the morning, I saw several causing death by negligence, and rash 
hospital and found her on ventilator, missed calls and a message from the driving, they have also invoked sections 
unable to speak. Police informed the police. I spoke to them and they said pertaining to furnishing false information.
Shaikh's son, Shahnawaz.Police my mother had met with an Police said doctors treating the patient, 

angle emerged.A police source said the officers said they didn't get correct accident," said Shahnawaz.The Rubaida Shaikh, did not disclose the 
doctor ran over Shaikh and immediately information from the hospital about how police said that Shaikh's body would be accident until officials became suspicious 
stopped the car. Security staff and others the woman was injured. During the probe sent to JJ Hospital, Byculla, for a post and accessed CCTV footage that showed 
ran to help. The woman was admitted to and study of CCTV footage, the accident mortem.a vehicle running her over.Dr Dere 

Mayiladuthurai sub-division and eight in MAYILADUTHURAI: Senior citizens across 
Sirkazhi sub-division. The SP directed the t h e  d i s t r i c t  h a v e  w e l c o m e d  t h e  
officers to maintain proper registers for the Mayiladuthurai police resuming their 
elderly at each station. The police are also initiative to conduct voluntary wellness 
issuing handbooks to houses of elderly checks at their residences. In the wake of 
people and sign them during the wellness burglary reports across the state where 
checks.  Inspector S Supriya from miscreants target houses of elders staying 
Mayiladuthurai station said, "We are also alone, the district police began conducting 
sensitising the elders to necessary wellness checks wherein a team led by 
precautions and to alert us if they are facing inspectors, sub-inspectors and constables 
troubles."The police also advised them to visited their houses and assessed safety."Our 
instal CCTV cameras at their houses for objective is to ensure the security of the 
additional security and noted down their elderly, especially those whose children are 
contact details. The initiative has elicited working away. We directed our officers to do 

that it was resumed in Mayiladuthurai after a world. We are also inquiring about their positive response from residents. Backing the checks regularly at houses in their station 
gap. "Through wellness checks, we will also requirements and assure legal support," the this, Selvakumari (72) who stays with her limits," Mayiladuthurai SP K Meena told 
reach out to reclusive and introverted elders SP added. husband Gandhi in Thirumanjana Veethi said, TNIE.Pointing out that the initiative is 

There are eight police stations in the who do not often connect with the outside "Both my children are away working.already in place across the state, the SP stated 

Shaina, Hardik, Aditi 
clinch double crowns at 
state meet
Bengaluru: Shaina Manimuthu scored a fine 

double, clinching the girls singles titles in the 
U-15 and U-17 categories at the State sub-
junior ranking badminton tournament in 
Davanagere on Saturday.Shaina won the U-
15 title after top seed Aikya Shetty retired 
from the final when Shaina was leading 21-
18, 11-5. The champion was in her element in 
the U-17 final as she secured a 21-19, 21-14 
w i n  o v e r  t o p  s e e d  D i y a  
Bheemaiah.Meanwhile, Mysuru’s Hardik 
Divyansh beat third seed Ishan Naik 21-17, 
21-19 to win the U-17 crown. His second 
crown came in boys doubles, where he 
partnered Amith Raj Natraj to down K 
Yadunandan and Vamshi A 17-21, 21-9, 21-
14 to emerge victorious. Aditi Deepak Raj 
also clinched a double with triumphs in U-17 
girls doubles and mixed doubles final.Boys: 
U-17: Final: Hardik Divyansh bt 3-Ishan 
Naik 21-17, 21-19. Semis: Ishan bt 9-Rishon 
Jerrin K 21-18, 21-14. Divyansh bt 11-
Shyam Bindiganavile 21-16, 18-21, 21-6. 
Doubles final: 9-Amith Raj Natraj / Hardik 
Divyansh bt K Yadunandan / Vamshi A 17-
21, 21-9, 21-14. U-15: Final: Sai Pushkar bt 
1-Shyam Bindiganavile 21-11, 21-23, 21-18. 
S e m i s :  S h y a m  b t  M e h u l  M a n a v  
Arulmurugan 21-18, 21-9; Pushkar bt 4-
Peeyush Tripathy 21-14, 21-19. Doubles 
final: 3-Peeyush Tripathy / Shyam 
Bindiganavile bt Harshavardhan S / Niketan 
Hari ND 21-11, 21-14.Girls: U-17: Final: 
Shaina Manimuthu bt 1-Diya Bheemaiah 21-
19, 21-14. Semis: Diya bt Lakshya Rajesh 
21-15, 21-17; Shaina bt 4-Aikya Shetty 21-
19, 21-18. Doubles final: Aditi Deepak Raj / 
Vriddhi Ponnamma BV bt Ishika Baruah / 
Lakshya Rajesh 11-21, 21-16, 21-15.

Mayiladuthurai police resume wellness checks on elderly citizens

Sources said that recently a hospital staff rescued an elderly abandoned man near the 
casualty ward and sent him for treatment.

The 

information 

spread like 

wildfire, and 

people 

started 

gathering in 

large 

numbers to 

see the 

leopard.

The police also 

advised them to 

instal CCTV 

cameras at their 

houses for 

additional 

security and 

noted down their 

contact details.
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car. No passengers were harmed but following articles recentlyGurgaon: A city-run Gurugaman bus 
the front side of the bus is completely rammed into a Mercedes parked on Speeding tomato truck rams bus, KTC 
damaged,” the bus conductor told Shankar Chowk underpass around 2.30pm driver hurtAn electric bus driver of 
TOI.o n  S a t u r d a y ,  d a m a g i n g  b o t h  KTC sustained injuries in a collision 

vehicles.According to the police, the bus The passersby informed the police and with a speeding tomato-laden truck 
had around 15 to 20 passengers on board near the Matol junction at the 
and the driver of the Mercedes was Verna-Pirni bypass. Tomatoes 
also in it when the incident scattered on the road caused 
happened.“My parking lights were traffic hindrance.Fallen tree 
on as I had to pull over to the side of branches damage car at VascoA 
the underpass because my car was car was damaged at Headland-
overheating. The bus driver was Sada after huge tree branches 
speeding and nearly caused a collapsed on it near the officers 
collision, but my car is a Mercedes, club on Sunday evening. Vasco 
which prevented a potentially fatal fire and emergency services 
outcome. Despite this, the car hit received an emergency call 
the wall twice before coming to a around 7pm regarding the 
standstill. The impact also jolted incident. No casualties were 
the passengers on the bus,” said reported2 dead as speeding bus 
Arun Mutgal, the Mercedes driver h i t s  a u t o  o n  M e e r u t  
who runs a business in the city.The highwayTwo people, including t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  s c e n e  
police stated that his car d been severely an 8-year-old boy, died in a road immediately.“We are examining the 
damaged at both ends.“I was checking the accident near Karua bridge on the situation. It is a case of an accident, 
passengers' tickets when the crash Meerut Highway in Bareilly while and a complaint has been submitted. 
happened. The driver lost control of the returning from a dip in the Ganga Further investigation is underway,” 
brakes before realising there was a parked river on Buddha Purnima.an official said.We also published the 

NEWS BOX

Urban women talk jobs, inflation 
stings in rural areas

City bus rams into Merc in Shankar Chk underpass, no injuries

degrees Celsius in Nuh. Relative Gurgaon: Many held their umbrellas 
humidity levels ranged between 20 and steady. Some huddled around coolers, 
47% across south Haryana.and others kept handkerchiefs handy, 

A voter in Nuh said he came prepared. “I wiping their faces and sipping water 
came to the booth early and carried my frequently.But the most striking sight 
own water bottle just in case there is a was in Faridabad’s Gaunchhi, where 
lack of water supply at the booth. Water groups of men supported striped 
is a huge issue even in the area,” said mattresses over their heads and another 
Abdul Kalim (68) at Pinangwan.crouched down to take refuge — all to 

Sachin Mallik, who lives in Nuh town, avoid the harsh summer sun as they 
said the weather didn’t deter him from waited in line to cast their votes.“We 
voting. “Despite the heat, many came have been standing for the last two 
out to vote as it is a powerful reminder hours. There is no arrangement of 
that democracy thrives when the drinking water. It is extremely hot here. 
electorate is engaged and determined to They just want us to vote but they will 
make  the i r  voices  heard ,”  he  never provide facilities to the poor,” said 
added.Election officials said no voter Voters in Gurgaon parliamentary Villa, Gurgaon.Data by the Met Kanhaiya Kumar (43), one of the men 
complained of serious health issues due constituency had similar complaints. department showed that temperature holding the mattress at the Government 
to heat, except some who felt dizzy and “It was too hot today, and in our polling reached a high of 44.4 degrees Celsius in Senior Secondary School polling centre 
tired waiting in lines.“The district booth, there were no arrangements. We Gurgaon on Saturday, the day all ten in Gaunchhi.Another voter Anand (24) 
administration took the help of societies had to wait for two hours in the sun to seats of Haryana voted in the Lok Sabha said. “We all have been standing for long 
to set up drinking water and coolers at all cast our votes,” said Parikshit Dubey, election. The maximum temperature was hours in this heat holding a mattress on 
polling stations. who was at a polling centre in Tattva 45 degrees Celsius in Faridabad and 46 our heads. What option do we have?” 

On a scorching May day, mattresses 
turn symbol of determination to vote

Gurgaon: Urban women voters part in bringing a leader in the govt country’s efforts at international level, 
weighed the pros and cons of the BJP’s who has done better than others by Priyansha Puri, 28, feels there is room 
10-year rule at the Centre, including far.”Krishna Chowdhary, 82, came out for improvement. “There should be 
instances of paper leaks and failed firmly against dynasty politics. “I more employment opportunities and 
recruitment exams, while rural women voted for the development of the most importantly, focus should be on 
prioritised curbing inflation. In rural country, employment for people, the safety and security of women. 
Gurgaon, they spoke of their struggles security for women and young girls, Women’s safety is lacking, especially 
to manage households due to the which are needed very badly in our in cities like Delhi and Gurgaon, and 
soaring prices of LPG, rations, and country,” said this resident of Ardee the government must work to improve 
vegetables.Despite these concerns, City, who also stressed on the need for on that,” maintains Puri, a resident of 
both urban and rural women favoured improvements in her locality.But Jalvayu Towers.For Praniti, a lawyer, 
a stable central govt led by a single retired govt teacher Swati Dangi, 70, equality of opportunity is a priority. “I 
large party rather than a coalition. voiced her concerns about the lack of have seen people who don’t even have 
They acknowledged that the past govt jobs and increasing number of any qualification, work experience or 
decade has demonstrated equality. cases of faulty recruitment practices skills required for the job, getting 
However, many rural women still and paper leaks. “It’s not necessary to selected in govt jobs through 
relied on the decisions of their male have a govt job; the youth just need a backdoor entry. Women anyway have 
family members when choosing which secure job. ‘Made in India’ is a good lesser opportunities – they first have to 
button to press on the EVM.Sarah init iat ive as i t  will  generate work and behave as per their parents 
Bedi, a 45-year-old entrepreneur, said, employment,” she told us, adding, or brothers, then as per their husbands. 
“Rao Inderjit has done nothing for “Nevertheless, the path towards We need to create equal opportunities 
Gurgaon. This place is not liveable. securing a govt job has become rocky. regardless of gender,” insisted the 31-
Women cannot walk or be out on the Paper leaks and postponement of year-old.Most rural women, however, 
streets after dusk; we always have to be exams are becoming bottlenecks were focused on rising prices and 
in alert mode,” she told TOI. “But, I’m t o w a r d s  s m o o t h  r e c r u i t m e n t  inequality in society and at home. 
a hardcore BJP supporter and despite process.While expressing pride at “Inflation has made it impossible to 
Inderjit being in the BJP and my strong India’s growing stature abroad, and run a household, both for housewives 
stance against him, I needed to play my increasing recognition for the and working women.

Better education, more jobs and support 
for startups: What first-time voters want

support, both financial and policy- equal opportunities to all, especially Gurgaon: A sizable number of young, 
wise. Though there are some govt those who can't pursue good career f i r s t - t ime  vo te r s  i n  t he  c i t y  
startup schemes, many can't access options due to financial reasons," said enthusiastically participated in the Lok 
t h e m  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  Surya Vihar resident Harsh Sharma Sabha  e lec t ions  on  Saturday.  
awareness."Though the initial (19)."The quality of education, Youngsters TOI spoke to said they want 
e n t h u s i a s m  w a s  s o m e w h a t  infrastructure, and teaching learning better education and job opportunities, 
dampened by lengthy queues and the process at govt institutions need to be a supportive startup ecosystem, 
sweltering heat, young voters were improved. Especially at the school women's safety and development of 
e x c i t e d  t o  c a s t  t h e i r  f i r s t  l eve l ,  people  prefer  pr iva te  civic infrastructure.

Devanshu Mishra (21) from Jalvayu ballot.Voting for the first time was a institutions over govt ones. This needs 
Towers said besides govt jobs, there is milestne for me, filled with a mix of to change," said Somya (21), a for the nation."New women voters 
also a need for more private job excitement and responsibility. As I resident of Sector 56 who too cast her voiced concerns over security and the 
opportunities. "We want secure private marked my choice on the ballot, I vote for the first time.need to make the roads safer for all. "I 

2.5L young voters in capitalIn Delhi, jobs too, and a good environment for couldn't help but think about the impact want all roads to be safer for women, 
2,52,038 first-time voters aged 18-19 startups. A lot of people in our age group my vote would have on shaping the especially after evening. In cities like 
braved long queues and sweltering heat have  ideas  for  new bus iness  future of my community and country. I Gurgaon or Delhi, we always travel with 
on Saturday as they made their debut at opportunities; what we need is a expect transparency, accountability, fear in the back of our minds, and our 
polling booths.Some new voters were favourable environment to nurture better job opportunities and a genuine parents urge us to come back home 
excited and confused about how it these ideas," Mishra added. commitment to serving the people from early. Whoever comes into power must 
would all work.the govt," said Anannay Singh Another first-time voter, Kamayani (20), work on this. As citizens, we want to feel 

Dhankhar (18), a resident of Palam Interestingly, today's youth aren't just a third-year design student who lives in safe. Sanitation services as well as civic 
Vihar.Anmol Garg (23), a Jalvayu parrotingtheir parents' political views. Tatvam Villas, said: "In applied amenities need to be improved as well," 
Towers resident who is in the real estate Akash Kumar, a 20-year-old BTech subjects such as design and technology, said Taneesha (20), who resides in 
business, said, "I am voting for a less engineering student from Kalkaji, there are not enough job opportunities Sector  52.Others  spoke about  
corrupt country. We, as citizens, run the looked ecstatic after casting his first in our country. So, students tend to reservation policies in academic and job 
govt, and it's our responsibility to make vote. "I listened to everyone's opinions-l a u n c h  s t a r t u p s  a n d  b e c o m e  platforms."Reservations should be 
it a better society. All the people must family, friends, you name it-but in the entrepreneurs. To nurture their based on economic status, rather than 
come out of their comfort znes to vote end, I did what I felt was right," he said.business, there must be more govt caste, in every sector. This will give 

Noida: A video of a man brandishing a knife and 
threatening to kill a shopkeeper in the city has been 
widely shared on social media. The accused is on the 
run, said a senior officer.Following a complaint 
lodged by the shopkeeper, Narender Kumar, an FIR 
was registered under relevant sections of the IPC at 
Sector 24 police station.The accused, Arun alias 
Dagi, can be seen standing in front of Kumar’s shop 
in Morna village, allegedly making inappropriate 
comments and gestures towards customers outside 
the shop.

According to Manish Mishra, additional DCP of 
Noida, Arun was intoxicated.“Kumar, who also 
lived in the same area, had requested Arun to leave 
as he was misbehaving with the customers, which 
led to a verbal spat between them,” said ADCP 
Mishra, adding that after a few minutes, Arun 
returned with a kitchen knife from his house to 
threaten Kumar.The video that shows Arun wielding 
a kitchen knife at Kumar was recorded by a 
neighbour.During the inquiry, it was discovered that 
Arun had been arrested for alleged involvement in 
another altercation in the area.

“Arun was out on bail. He is currently absconding,” 
said the senior officer.We also published the 
following articles recentlyKnife attack in Central 
China leaves eight deadA man killed eight people 
and wounded one more in central China. The 
stabbing occurred in Xiaogan, Hubei province, by a 
53-year-old attacker named Lu.

Nobody killed Rashmi Bhave: Her throat was slashed 
using surgical knifeThe closure report for the 
unsolved murder case of Rashmi Bhave, wife of a 
doctor from Gandhinagar, was accepted by a special 
CBI court after 11 years of investigation involving 
157 witnesses and 255 pieces of evidence.

Gulshan Grover shares anecdotes from Khiladiyon Ka 
Khiladi: Unfriendly Undertaker walked up to 
Akshay Kumar, gestured with his finger at his face 
and said, PangaActor Gulshan Grover discussed his 
collaboration with wrestler Brian Lee in the film 
Khiladiyon Ka Khiladi, starring Rekha and Akshay 
Kumar.

Asked to leave shop, man 
whips out knife

Weather Blows Hot, 
Turnout Turns Cold

Gurgaon: Long queues in the morning that got 
progressively thinner as heat and humidity peaked 
on a a scorching midsummer day meant the city 
recorded one its lowest turnouts in Lok Sabha 
elections as it voted in the sixth phase along with 
the rest of Haryana (nine more seats) and Delhi 
(seven seats).At 9pm, Gurgaon parliamentary 
constituency's overall polling percentage was 
60.7%, the lowest in 15 years and almost seven 
percentage points lower than 2019 (67.33%). The 
lowest turnouts before this the constituency, 
through its voting history, has seen were in 2009 
when it also recorded 60.7% and in 1991 (60.8%).

Weather Blows Hot, Turnout Turns ColdThe 9pm 
turnout number is a provisional one, with data still 
being added. Haryana's overall turnout was 65% 
on Saturday. Deputy commissioner Nishant 
Yadav told TOI that 15.6 lakh of 25.7 lakh voters 
in the electoral list cast their ballot on Saturday. 
This figure, he said, will go up as Saturday’s count 
does not include postal ballots.As has been the 
trend for much of the country, voters in rural belts 
turned up in booths in higher numbers. At 65.9%, 
Bawal saw the highest polling percentage among 
all nine assembly segments of Gurgaon. It was 
closely followed by Nuh, at 65.4%. Still, both 
these rural areas saw a dip of 6-7 percentage 
points in turnouts compared to 2019.

Voting in the two large urban segments of Gurgaon 
and Badshapur was sluggish despite polling 
booths being set up at condominiums, and vote-
from-home facilities being made availaTill 9pm, 
the Gurgaon assembly segment's turnout was 
53.6%, 7.5 percentage points lower than 2019’s 
turnout of 61.08%.Badshapur saw the highest 
drop in turnout among assembly segments. Its 
polling percentage was 55.6%, a difference of 8.3 
percentage points from 63.9% in 2019.

Asked about lower turnout despite attempts made 
by EC to counter what it called “urban apathy”, a 
polling official said that though Gurgaon’s voting 
percentage hadn’t increased from the last Lok 
Sabha election, it remained “above 60%, which 
was still higher than the figures in other NCR 
cities”. Faridabad's turnout was 60% on Saturday. 
Noida and Ghaziabad, the UP NCR cities which 
voted in Phase 2, registered a turnout of 53.6% 
and 49.8%, respectively.Delhi's overall turnout at 
10pm on Saturday was 57%. North East Delhi saw 
the highest turnout at 60.8%. New Delhi was the 
lowes t  a t  52%.His tor ica l ly,  Gurgaon  
parliamentary constituency has recorded turnout 
over 70% three times in Lok Sabha elections since 
1952. The highest was in the 1977 polls – at 
72.3%.

Woman electrocuted, family 
alleges dowry death

Bank frauds: Cops answer 
queries from senior citizens
Noida: Amid a surge in banking fraud cases, Noida 

police, in partnership with the Noida Federation of 
Apartment Owners Associations (NOFAA), held a 
workshop called 'Protecting Yourself from Digital and 
Banking Frauds' for senior citizens.The event took 
place on Saturday at Exotica Fresco ClubHouse in 
Sector 137.“The aim of the workshop was to educate 
and empower senior citizens with the knowledge to 
safeguard their personal and financial information in 
today’s digital age,” said ACP Shavya Goyal.Nearly 
100 senior citizens from Exotica Fresco and 
neighbouring housing societies attended the 
programme, which was conducted by Baljeet Singh, 
head of cyber crime cell in Noida, and ACP Goyal. The 
workshop covered topics like types of digital and 
banking frauds, common tactics used by fraudsters, tips 
for protecting digital identity, and safe online banking 
practices.“The awareness session concluded with a 
question-and-answer round with the experts,” said 
Singh.Emphasising the importance of banking safely 
and preventing cybercrime, Rajiva Singh, president of 
NOFAA, expressed gratitude to the police officials for 
their support.He said, “The authority will plan more 
such sessions in different condominiums.”

The workshop has enhanced the residents’ awareness 
about cybercrime and fraud prevention, ensuring they 
are well-equipped to protect themselves in the digital 
world, said Surojit Dasgupta, president of Exotica 
Fresco AOA.

Speeding car kills senior citizen inside Mumbai's Sion 
hospital: PoliceAn elderly woman lost her life at 
Lokmanya Tilak Municipal General Hospital, also 
known as Sion hospital, in central Mumbai. The 
victim's identity is unknown; she was struck by a car on 
the hospital premises. Investigations are ongoing.

Senior citizens step out to vote despite availability of 
vote-from-home facilityDespite the Election 
Commission of India offering the vote-from-home 
facility through postal ballot for elderly and PwD 
voters in Mumbai, many seniors still preferred to vote 
in person due to the hot weather conditions.Drunken 
driving: Senior citizens plea pending in court since 
2016Anjan Chatterjee filed an intervention in the 
Nagpur bench of Bombay high court in 2016, 
addressing the issue of drunken driving. He expressed 
disappointment over the lack of action, emphasizing 
the need for stringent measures. 

Noida: A 22-year-old woman was allegedly 
electrocuted at her husband’s uncle’s house in Dadri 
on Saturday. The husband has been taken into police 
custody, according to an officer.Her family has 
accused him of killing her over dowry, alleging he had 
taken several loans in her name and wanted them to be 
forgiven upon her death.The deceased, Samreen, had 
been married to Shoaib (25) for two years. They were 
living in BB Nagar, Bulandshahr.Based on a 
complaint lodged by Samreen’s father, Shahid (47), an 
FIR was registered against Shoaib, his father Nazakat, 
uncle Saqir, and aunt Rubina at Dadri police tation 
under charges of dowry death.Shahid said in his 
complaint that Shoaib had taken Samreen to his 
uncle’s house in the Nayi Abadi Madrasa locality of 
Dadri on Friday evening.

"On Saturday morning, the relatives told me that my 
daughter had died due to electrocution,” said Shahid, 
who l ives  in  Usman Colony in  Dasna ,  
Ghaziabad.Police were informed around 8am on 
Saturday. A team took the body into custody and sent it 
for postmortem.“The deceased’s family suspects that 
Shoaib and his family intentionally electrocuted her. 
They alleged that Shoaib had taken several loans in her 
name and intended to have them forgiven by causing 
her death,” said Ashok Kumar, additional deputy 
commissioner of police in Greater Noida.Shahid 
further told the police that Shoaib had visited his house 
on Friday afternoon, demanding Rs 2 lakh.

New Delhi, Monday, 27 May 2024

New Delhi Ramdas Malik, senior
leader of Bharatiya Janata Party, Delhi
Pradesh and co-head of the resource
department of the Election Management
Committee and a prominent social work-
er, woke up early in the morning to cast
his second vote in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Rajendra Nagar urged everyone to
go and cast their vote early for public
interest. After this, it was seen in the
New Delhi Lok Sabha constituency that
the people of Delhi participated in the
Lok Sabha elections with great enthusi-
asm and enthusiasm. Long queues of vot-
ers, including the elderly, senior citizens,
women and first-time voters, were seen
at various polling stations in the city
since morning. All the voters conveyed
the message that voting is an important
right and duty of every citizen. After cast-
ing their vote, many proudly displayed
the ink mark on their finger and encour-
aged their friends and family members to
vote as well. Various social organizations
and local groups also launched various
campaigns to educate voters about the
importance of voting. By the said journal-
ists, R.D. Malik said that the convenience
of voters has been taken care of and all means of communication have been used

to create awareness
about voting. Talking to
this journalist, Ramdas
Malik said that the peo-
ple of Delhi have
blessed all the candi-
dates of the party while
expressing their confi-
dence on the guarantee
of the Prime Minister,
while on the guarantee
of Arvind Kejriwal, he
said that Mr. He who
does not have his own
surety is himself on bail.
What guarantees will he
give to Delhi? He said
that in today's voting,
the people of Delhi have
completely rejected the
alliance of Congress and
Aam Aadmi Party. R.D.
Malik visited Rajendra
Nagar, Karol Bagh,
Patel Nagar, Moti
Nagar, Delhi Cantt, New
Delhi, Kasturba Nagar,
Malviya Nagar, RK

Puram, Greater Kailash Lok Sabha

Constituencies of New Delhi Lok Sabha
Constituency and inquired about booths.
Met the voters and provided drinking
water to the voters and solved many
problems.  R.D. Malik said that the vot-
ers of New Delhi Lok Sabha constituency
wished BJP candidate Basuri Swaraj and
hoped that Basuri Swaraj would win
and work for the development of the
city and the welfare of the people.
People also said that they are con-
tributing to strengthening democracy
by par ticipating in the elections.
Overall, the enthusiasm and par ticipa-
tion of the people of Delhi shows that
they are aware of their rights and duties
and are determined for a better future.
Ramdas Malik, his colleagues, friends
and BJP workers, the sugarcane resi-
dents of Rajinder Nagar area have
expressed their happiness and enthusi-
asm for the New Delhi Lok Sabha seat
candidate Basuri Swaraj by voting for the
first time in the Lok Sabha elections. He
gave the message that every person
should use his vote, regardless of which
candidate he votes for. Voting is an impor-
tant right that every citizen should exer-
cise. This time BJP has crossed 400.

A large number of votes were cast in support
of Bansuri Swaraj: Ramdas Malik

Buckwheat flour seized after food
poisoning cases fails quality test

Noida.A forensic report of buckwheat flour samples collected from Noida
and Greater Noida, following a series of food poisoning cases reported on the
night of March 8, indicated substandard quality, of ficials said on
Wednesday.The food depar tment collected buckwheat flour samples on March
9 after nearly 100 people were hospitalised in two separate incidents of food
poisoning, 25km apar t — a private hostel in Greater Noida and Barola village
— after consuming puris and pakodas made from buckwheat flour (kuttu ka
aata) on Shivratri.Administrative of ficias said that legal action would be taken
against Vivek Industries, the manufacturing company of Abhi Pure buckwheat
flour, and a Ghaziabad-based company, Dev Trading Company, which sold the
grains in the market. “The report revealed the presence of a high amount of
moisture and alcoholic acidity in the flour, leading to bacterial and fungal
growth. A case will be filed against both Vivek Industries and Dev Trading
Company in the ADM court in Gautam Budh Nagar,” said Archana Dheeran,
assistant commissioner (food) II, GB Nagar, adding that Abhi Pure buckwheat
flour was being milled in the Shalu flour mill in Barola, while the company was
operating under the name of Vivek Industries in Sector 73. "As per procedure,
the manufacturing company whose samples have been found substandard will
be ser ved notice.If they are not satisfied with the results, the manufacturer
can appeal for fur ther testing of the sample in Centre’s laborator y. If the
reports from the Centre also fail, the manufacturer will be imposed a financial
penalty by the ADM court," said Nitin Madan, the additional district magis-
trate. Over 100 sick after eating 'kuttu' flour in Punjab's JalalabadOver 100
people in Fazilka fell ill from consuming adulterated 'kuttu ka atta' during
Navratri fasting. They were treated and discharged by Dr Ankit Midha.
Investigation ongoing to take action against the adulterator.109211032
Primar y School in UP Under Fire for Insect-contaminated Flour in Mid-day
MealsIn Shahjahanpur, Ganeshpur Primar y School faced a notice for insects
in meal flour. Ranvijay Singh discovered insects due to fireplace cooking
despite gas provision, warning of strict action. Digital attendance issues are
also being addressed.109298574 Drone rushes tissue sample from Karkala to
KMC ManipalICMR used drones to transport tissue samples for cancer test-
ing, reducing transport time significantly. The initiative aims to improve
healthcare accessibility by transporting samples from secondar y to ter tiar y
facilities using aerial systems

NAME CHANGE
I, Dinesh Kumar Sharma s/o Satya
Prakash Sharma R/o F-12/751,
Second Floor, Ganesh Nagar No-2,
Shakarpur, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name to Dinesh
Sharma for all future purposes. 

NAME CHANGE
I SABANA KHATOON W/O ALI
AHMAD R/O H.NO-307A, GALI NO-
04, SURYA VIHAR PART-2, SEHAT-
PUR SECTOR-91, FARIDABAD,
HARYANA-121013 HAVE CHANGE
MY NAME TO SABANA KHATUN
FOR ALL PURPOSE.

NAME CHANGE
I Monika w/o Deepak Goyal r/o 1780
sec 9 faridabad haryana have
change my  name to Monika goyal
for all purposes  

NAME CHANGE
I, Amar Nath Khokhar s/o Ranbir
Singh R/o VPO Shamri Lochab,
Bairan, Sonipat-131306, Haryana
have changed my name to Amarnath
Khokhar for all future purposes.

"Form No. INC-26"
Pursuant to rule 30 the Companies (Incorporation) Rules, 2014] 

Before the Regional Director (Central Government) Northern Region, Delhi
In the matter of sub-section (4) of Section 13 of Companies Act, 2013 
and sub-rule (1) of rule 30 of the Companies (Incorporation) Rules, 2014

AND
M/S BETHARIA TRANSPORT PRIVATE LIMITED Having Its Registered Office AT
RZ-199 A C Raj Nagar-II New Delhi South Delhi, Delhi 110077

…......Petitioner

Notice is hereby given to the General Public that the above mentioned petitioner
Company proposes to make application to the Regional Director (Central
Government) under section 13 of the Companies Act, 2013 seeking confirmation
of alteration of the Memorandum of Association of the Company in terms of the
special resolution passed at the Extra ordinary general meeting held on 30th
November 2022 to enable the company to change its Registered Office from
"National Capital Territory of Delhi" to "State of Uttar pradesh".
Any person whose interest is likely to be affected by the proposed change of the
registered office of the company may deliver either on the MCA-21 portal
(www.mca.gov.in) by filing investor complaint form or cause to be delivered or
send by registered post of his/her objections supported by an affidavit stating the
nature of his/her interest and grounds of opposition to the Regional Director at the
address Regional Director, (Northern Region), B2 Wing, 2nd Floor, Paryavaran
Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodi Road, New Delhi 110 003 with the copy to petition-
er Company's registered office- RZ-199 A C RAJ NAGAR-II NEW DELHI South
Delhi, Delhi 110077 within fourteen days from date of publication of notice, by an
affidavit, the nature of interest and grounds of opposition to petition.

For and on behalf of 
M/S Betharia Transport Private Limited

Date : 25.05.2024  Sd/- (SURESH KUMAR) Managing Director
Place : Delhi  DIN: 09337881

‚Êfļ¡ÁŸ∑§ ‚ÍøŸÊ
‚fļ‚ÊœÊ⁄UáÊ ∑§Ù ‚ÍÁøÃ Á∑§ÿÊ ¡ÊÃÊ „Ò ◊⁄U
◊ÈflÁÄ∑§‹ªáÊ ‚Ã¥Œ⁄U ¬̋‚ÊŒ ¬ÈòÊ üÊË ¤ÊÈ◊ÊŸ ‹Ê‹
‡ÊÊ„ ¬ÃÊ Z-xxv ª‹Ë Ÿ¥’⁄U-vw ÁŸÿ⁄U DSM S∑§Í‹
ŸÊ⁄UÊÿáÊ Áfl„Ê⁄U ¬̋◊ Ÿª⁄U-x Á∑§⁄UÊ«∏Ë ‚È‹◊ÊŸ
Ÿª⁄U ÁŒÑË-vvÆÆ}{ ∞fl¥ ‚È÷ÊflÃË ŒflË ¬%Ë üÊË
‚Ã¥Œ⁄U ¬̋‚ÊŒ Ÿ •¬Ÿ ¬ÈòÊ ¬¥∑§¡ ªÈ#Ê ∑§Ù ©‚∑‘§
ŒÈÿ¸√ÿfl„Ê⁄U ∞fl¥ ŒÈ⁄UÊøÊ⁄U fl ªÒ⁄U ∑§ÊŸÍŸË
ªÁÃÁflÁœÿÊ ∑§⁄UŸ ÃÕÊ ◊⁄U ◊ÈflÁÄ∑§‹ªáÊ ∑‘§
ÁŸÿ¥òÊáÊ ◊¥ Ÿ „ÙŸ ∑‘§ ∑§Ê⁄UáÊ •¬ŸË ‚◊SÃ ø‹
fl̃ •ø‹ ‚ê¬ÁÃ/‚¥¬ÁûÊÿÙ¥ ‚ ’Œπ‹ ∑§⁄U ⁄U„ „Ò
‚÷Ë ¬ÊÁ⁄UflÊÁ⁄U∑§ ‚ê’ãœ Áflë¿Œ ∑§⁄U Á‹∞ „Ò–
ÿÁŒ ∑§Ùß̧ ©‚‚ Á∑§‚Ë ¬̋∑§Ê⁄U ∑§Ê ‹Ÿ ŒŸ ÿÊ
√ÿfl„Ê⁄U ∑§⁄UÃÊ „Ò ÿÊ ‚ê’ãœ ⁄UπÃÊ „Ò ÃÙ fl„
•¬Ÿ ¡ÙÁπ◊ ¬⁄U ∑§⁄UªÊ, ◊⁄U ◊ÈflÁÄ∑§‹ªáÊ ∑§Ë
ß‚◊¥ ∑§Ùß̧ Á¡ê◊ŒÊ⁄UË Ÿ„Ë¥ „ÙªË –

‡ÊÙ∞’ •ÁœflÄÃÊ
OFF: A-29, GALI NO. 02, SURAT VIHAR

MUBARAKPUR DABAS
NEW DELHI-110081

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information that I
GAYATRI DEVI PANT W/O Late
GANESH DUTT PANT R/O
271,BLOCK-B -5, SOM BAZAR ROAD
,SECTOR -5, ROHINI ,RAJA PUR
KALAN, ROHINI SECTOR-7, NORTH
WEST DELHI  DELHI-110085 declare
that name of mine has been wrongly
written as GAYATRI DEVI  in my
Hasband ppo no  20077030190020.The
actual name of mine is GAYATRI DEVI
PANT, respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

NAME CHANGE
I, RIPDAMAN SINGH VOHRA S/O
SURJIT SINGH residing at 21/36
3RD FLOOR WEST PATEL NAGAR
DELHI -110008 have changed my
name to RIPDAMAN SINGH for all
future purposes

NAME CHANGE
It is for general information that I,
SEEMA RANI W/o MANJEET
KUMAR DAGAR, R/o C-263, VPO-
Issapur, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110073, declare that name of mine
and my husband have been wrongly
written as SEEMA and MANJEET
SINGH DAGAR in my minor son’s
namely RAGHAV DAGAR aged 15
years in his School Records. The
actual name of mine and my hus-
band are SEEMA RANI and MAN-
JEET KUMAR DAGAR.
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Israel rejects Hamas's claim of 
capturing its soldiers in northern Gaza

North Korea accuses US, South 
Korea of flying spy planes, ships

6 killed, dozens injured as Russia strikes 
hardware store in Ukraine’s Kharkiv

 WORLD. A British man and his Nepali guide are 
believed to be dead after reaching the summit of Mount 
Everest on Tuesday. According to the BBC, Daniel 
Paterson, 39, from Wakefield, and guide Pastenji Sherpa, 
23, did reach the top of the mountain but later "fell 
towards the Tibet side through a very vertical steep."

The area that the two men fell from is known as the "death 
zone." As per Fox News, the "death zone" is the area on 
the mountain above 26,000 feet, where low oxygen 
levels can cause impaired judgment, severe altitude 
sickness and death after an extended period.The duo 
were part of a group of 15 who reached the summit of the 
world's highest mountain at 29,032 feet.

Mount Everest adventure company 8K Expeditions, 
which organized the expedition, said they were "caught 
by a sudden snow cornice collapse that affected the 
climbing group."''Despite exhaustive search efforts, we 
regret to confirm that Daniel and Pastenji were unable to 
be recovered from the following incident'', the company 
wrote in an Instagram post. The company said retrieving 
their bodies was difficult because rescuers could not 
access that side of the mountain and helicopters could 
not be flown there."On May 21st, at 4:40 AM, Daniel 
Paterson successfully reached the summit of Mount 
Everest — a monumental achievement and a testament 
to his strength and determination. Tragically, during his 
descent, Daniel went missing, and there has been no 
contact or sighting of him since,'' his partner, Becks 
Woodhead, wrote on a crowdfunding page this week.

British Climber And Nepali Guide 
Feared Dead After Reaching Mount 
Everest Summit

Tesla shareholders asked to 
reject Elon Musk's 'excessive' 

56 billion pay
Austin. Proxy advisory firm Glass Lewis said on 

Saturday it has urged Tesla shareholders to reject 
a $56 billion pay package for Chief Executive 
Officer Elon Musk, which if passed would be the 
largest pay package for a CEO in corporate 
America.The report cited reasons like the 
"excessive size" of the pay deal, the dilutive 
effect upon exercise and the concentration of 
ownership. It also mentioned Musk's "slate of 
extraordinarily time-consuming projects" which 
have expanded with his high-profile purchase of 
Twitter, now known as X.

The pay package was proposed by Tesla's board of 
directors, which has repeatedly come under fire 
for its close ties with the billionaire. The package 
has no salary or cash bonus and sets rewards 
based on Tesla's market value rising to as much 
as $650 billion over the 10 years from 2018. The 
company is currently valued at about $571.6 
billion, according to LSEG data.

In January, Judge Kathaleen McCormick of 

Delaware's Court of Chancery voided the 
original pay package. Musk then sought to move 
Tesla's state of incorporation to Texas from 
Delaware.Glass Lewis also criticised the 
proposed move to Texas as offering "uncertain 
benefits and additional risk" to shareholders.

Tesla has urged shareholders to reaffirm their 
approval of the compensation.In an interview 
this month, Tesla's board chair Robyn Denholm 
told the Financial Times that Musk deserves the 
pay package because the company hit ambitious 
targets for revenue and its stock price.usk 
became Tesla CEO in 2008. In recent years, he 
has helped improve results, taking the company 
to a $15 billion profit from a $2.2 billion loss in 
2018 and seven times more vehicles have been 
produced, according to an online campaign 
website, Vote Tesla.The proxy advisor also 
recommended shareholders vote against the re-
election of board member Kimbal Musk, the 
billionaire's brother, while former 21st Century 
Fox CEO James Murdoch's re-election was 
recommended.

tunnel and photos of military fatigue declined to be identified by name or Cairo. A spokesman for Hamas's armed 
and a rifle. Reuters could not nationality, said it had been decided wing said on Sunday its fighters had 
independently verify the identity of the that "in the coming week negotiations captured Israeli soldiers during 
person shown in the video nor his or will open based on new proposals led fighting in Jabalia in northern Gaza on 
her condition.The comments by Abu by the mediators, Egypt and Qatar and Saturday, though the Israeli military 
Ubaida came hours after prospects for with active US involvement"denied the claim.The Hamas armed 
a resumption of mediated Gaza wing spokesman did not say how many A Hamas official later denied Israeli 

soldiers had been abducted media reports the talks would 
and showed no proof of the resume in Cairo on Tuesday, and 
claim."Our fighters lured a told Reuters, "There is no 
Zionist force into an ambush date."After more than seven 
inside a tunnel. The fighters months of war in Gaza, the 
withdrew after they left all mediators have struggled to 
members of the force dead, secure a breakthrough, with 
wounded, and captured," Abu Israel seeking the release of 
Ubaida, the spokesman for Al hostages held by Hamas and 
Qassam Brigades, said in a Hamas seeking an end to the war 
recorded message broadcast and the release of Palestinian 
by Al Jazeera early on Sunday. prisoners in Israel.

The Israeli military on Sunday Nearly 36,000 Palestinians have 
denied the claim by Hamas's been killed in Israel's offensive, 

ceasefire talks grew on Saturday.An armed wing."The IDF (Israeli Defence Gaza's health ministry says. Israel 
official with knowledge of the matter Forces) clarifies that there is no began the operation in response to 
said a decision had been taken to incident in which a soldier was Hamas-led fighters attacking southern 
resume the talks next week after the abducted," the military said in a Israeli communities on October 7, 
chief of Israel's Mossad intelligence statement.amas released a video that 2023, killing around 1,200 people and 
agency met the head of the CIA and the appeared to show a bloodied person seizing more than 250 hostages, 
Qatari Prime Minister.The source, who being dragged along the ground in a according to Israeli tallies.

mobilising various aircraft Pyongyang. North Korea's 
with little or no time gap defence ministry accused 
throughout the day, carrying the United States and 
out aerial reconnaissance South Korea of ramping 
activities at a level comparable u p  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  
to wartime situations," Kim activities around the inter-
said in a statement published Korean border, warning 
by KCNA.that it will act if its 

sovereignty and security Those activities seriously 
is violated, state media infringe on North Korea's 
K C N A  s a i d  o n  national sovereignty and 
Sunday.North Korea's security, and will not be met 
vice defence minister w i t h  " o f f e n s i v e "  
Kim Gang Il said the US countermeasures, he said.
had flown at least 16 of its North Korean defectors and activists in "We will act immediately when 
R C - 1 3 5  a n d  U - 2 S  s t r a t e g i c  South Korea regularly send balloons the nation's sovereignty and security 
reconnaissance planes and RQ-4B containing anti-Pyongyang leaflets, interests are violated," Kim added.e 
drones over the Korean peninsula alongside food, medicine, money, mini also accused South Korea's navy and 
between May 13 and 24.Kim also radios and USB sticks loaded with coast guard of stoking military tension 
criticised propaganda leaflets sent in South Korean news and dramas. by stepping up patrol activities and 
balloons from South Korea, calling it a increasingly breaching the maritime "Even now, the US and South Korean 
"dangerous provocation." border.puppet air forces are continuously 

Zelenskiy issued a plea to Ukraine's rushed away from the scene of both s e v e r a l  c o l l e a g u e s ,  a n d  Kharkiv, Russia. Russian strikes on a 
Western allies to help boost air defences strikes and lay on their stomachs, fearing shoppers.Zelenskiy, in his nightly video crowded DIY hardware store and a 
to keep the country's cities safe. French a second strike, as has occurred during address, denounced the strike as "yet residential area in the Ukrainian city of 
President Emmanuel Macron, writing on several recent Russian attacks. another example of Russian madness. Kharkiv on Saturday killed at least six 
social media platform X, denounced the There is no other way to describe it."people and injured dozens, local officials "I was at my workplace. I heard the first hit 
a t t a c k  o n  t h e  s t o r e  a s  said.Six people were killed after two "When we tell world 
"unacceptable." separate early guided bombs hit the DIY hypermarket in leaders that Ukraine 
evening missile strike hit a a residential area of the city, Regional needs sufficient air 
residential building in the centre Governor Oleh Syniehubov said on defences, when we say 
of the city of 1.3 million, injuring national television. we need real decisive 
18 peple, Syniehubov said.The measures to enable us to At least two of the dead were store 
missile left a crater several metres protect our people, so employees. Forty people were injured, 
deep in the pavement at the foot of that Russian terrorists with at least three in serious condition. 
the building, which also housed a cannot even approach Sixteen people were still unaccounted for, 
post office, a beauty salon and a our border, we are Syniehubov said."The attack targeted the 
cafe.Emergency workers ushered t a l k i n g  a b o u t  n o t  shopping centre, where there were many 
away res idents  of  nearby allowing strikes like this people - this is clearly terrorism," 
apartment buildings. Some of the to happen," he said.Terekhov said.The past week has seen an 
injured had blood on their uptick in strikes on the city after Russian Writing later on Telegram, 
faces.Andriy Kudinov, director of troops stormed across the border, opening Zelenskiy noted air raid 
the suburban shopping centre, told a new front north of the city.Russia has alerts had been in effect 
local media the hardware store bombarded Kharkiv, which lies about 30 in Kharkiv for more than and ... with my colleague, we fell to the 
was full of shoppers buying items for their kilometres (20 miles) from its border, 12 hours and 200 emergency workers and ground. There was the second hit and we 
summer cottages.Huge clouds of dark throughout the war, having reached its 400 policemen remained at the scene were covered with debris. Then we 
smoke billowed into the sky over the outskirts in a failed bid to capture it in dealing with the aftermath of the started to crawl to the higher ground," 
shopping centre. Firefighters battled 2022.Just over the border, in Russia's attacks.Moscow denies deliberately said Dmytro Syrotenko, 26, who had a 
many small blazes. Within 90 minutes, Belgorod region, the regional governor targeting civilians, but thousands have large gash on his face.
m o s t  w e r e  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  said four residents died in Ukrainian been killed and injured during its 27-Syrotenko told Reuters he was taken to 
control.Rescuers, medics and journalists attacks on Saturday.President Volodymyr month invasion of Ukraine.safety by a rescue worker who helped him, 

Donald Trump's Historic Hush Money 
Trial Ends, Verdict Out Soon

WORLD. Rapper and singer-songwriter Nicki Minaj, 
who was detained by police in the Netherlands on 
suspicion of exporting "soft drugs", has been released. 
She has been fined and allowed to proceed on her 
journey, the Dutch Police said."Following 
consultation with the Public Prosecutor’s Office, the 
suspect received a monetary fine and is now permitted 
to continue her journey," the Royal Netherlands 
Marechaussee said in a statement.

She was detained while she was travelling to 
Manchester, England, for a concert on her 'Pink Friday 
2 World Tour'. The entire incident was live-streamed 
on her Instagram account. In the viral video, police 
officers can be seen surrounding Minaj and asking her 
to sit in their car.

Robert van Kapel, a spokesman for the Royal 
Netherlands Marechaussee, told NBC News that the 
Dutch police arrested a 41-year-old American woman 
at Schiphol Airport because of possession of soft 
drugs, adding it was prohibited to take such substances 
out of the Netherlands.Police did not confirm the 
suspect's name, but said she was still in custody 
pending an investigation.Multiple reports suggested 
that marijuana was found in one of Nicki Minaj's bags 
upon her arrival in Amsterdam. However, the rapper 
claims that the pre-rolls discovered in her bag actually 
belonged to her security team.In the Instagram Live 
video now viral on social media, the Grammy-
nominated rapper can be heard asking an officer, "Oh, 
so I’m under arrest?", to which he says, "Yes ma'am, 
you have to go inside". In the video, the rapper refuses 
to go to the police precinct without her lawyer.

Nicki Minaj live-streamed the entire incident on 
Instagram and kept her fans updated on X, describing 
it as an attempt to 'sabotage' her tour. The incident 
occurred at the airport as the 'Super Freaky Girl' rapper 
was preparing to board her flight to Manchester.

They've been trying to stop me from coming to every 
show. They took my bags before I could see them. Put 
it on the plane. Now saying they’re waiting on 
customs. 

This is what it looks like when people are paid big 
money to try to sabotage a tour after all else failed. 
Everything they’ve done is illegal," the singer can be 
heard in one of her videos.The rapper also said during 
her Instagram Live stream that she was asked to board 
a police van "and go into the precinct withno lawyer 
present"."They've been trying everything they 
possibly can to TRY to stop this tour," she said in a post 
on X.

"They're being paid big money to try to sabotage my tour 
b/c soooooo many ppl are mad that it’s this successful 
& they can’t eat off me. They got caught stealing 
money from my travel/jets. Got fired. Got mad. Etc," 
another post of hers read.

New York: The historic trial of Donald Trump enters its 
final act Tuesday, with closing arguments to the jury 
who must then decide whether to hand down the first-
ever criminal conviction of a former US president.

Less than six months before American voters choose 
whether to return Trump to the White House, the stakes 
riding on the verdict are hard to overstate -- for the 77-
year-old personally, but also for the country as a whole.

Trump is accused of falsifying business records to buy the 
silence of porn star Stormy Daniels about a 2006 sexual 
encounter between them that could have damaged his 
2016 presidential bid.If convicted, he faces up to four 
years in prison on each of 34 counts, but legal experts 
say that as a first-time offender he is unlikely to get jail 
time.

Crucially, a coniction would not bar Trump from 
appearing on the ballot in November as the Republican 
presidential challenger to Democrat Joe Biden.It has 
taken nearly five weeks, the testimony of more than 20 
witnesses and a few courtroom fireworks to reach 
closing arguments -- the last chance for the prosecution 
and defense to impress their case on the anonymous, 
12-member jury.As expected, Trump chose not to 
testify in his defense -- a move that would have exposed 
him to unnecessary legal jeopardy and forensic cross-
examination.For a man who has always prided himself 
on being in charge and in control, the role of silent, 
passive defendant did not come easily.At times it has 
been downright excruciating, especially when Trump 
was forced to sit and listen while Daniels recounted 
their alleged encounter in sometimes graphic detail.

Speaking to reporters before and after each day in court, 
Trump launched regular tirades against Judge Juan 
Merchan -- calling him "corrupt" and a "tyrant" -- and 
condemned the whole trial as "election interference" by 
Democrats intent on keeping him off the campaign trail.

The politics of the case were in full view in the final days 
when a coterie of leading Republicans -- including 
several vice-presidential hopefuls -- came to the court 
and stood behind Trump in a gesture of support as he 
spoke to the press.

Rapper Nicki Minaj briefly detained 
at Amsterdam airport for 'carrying 
drugs'

the Return of All Hostages”.ivisions abroad, to stop the war and allow crucial humanitarian aid.The top UN Jerusalem.Scuffles between Israeli police 
among Israelis have deepened over how humanitarian aid into the enclave that is court also said Israel must give war and protesters erupted in Tel Aviv on 
Netanyahu has handled the war against home to 2.3 million Palestinians, almost c r imes  inves t iga tors  access  to  Saturday after thousands gathered to 
Hamas after the attack that killed about 80 per cent of whom have been displaced. Gaza.However, the judges stopped short demonstrate against the government and 
1,200 people and saw 250 others taken of ordering a full cease-fire across the demand that it bring back the hostages Also, this week, three European countries 
hostage. Israel says around 100 hostages entire Palestinian territory, and Israel is being held by Hamas in Gaza.Meanwhile, announced they would recognise a 
are still being held in Gaza, along with the unlikely to comply with the court’s ruling.a small US military vessel and what Palestinian state, and the chief prosecutor 
bodies of around 30 more.“Basically appeared to be a strip of docking area South Africa accuses Israel of 
they are not doing enough in order for washed up on a beach near the southern committing genocide against the 
the hostages to come back, either with Israeli city of Ashdod, not far from the Palestinians during the war in Gaza, 
military force, with (a) hostages’ deal, US-built pier on which the Israeli military which Israel vehemently denies.“We 
negotiating. Nothing is being done,” said humanitarian aid is moving into the were hoping the war would end,” said 
said Snir Dahan, uncle of hostage Palestinian territory. Islam Abu Kamar, who moved from 
Carmel Gat, still in captivity in Gaza. Gaza City to Rafah following the Some protesters in Tel Aviv carried photos 

arlier in the week, the bodies of three ground operation launched by Israel of the female soldiers who appeared in a 
hostages killed were recovered from after the Hamas attack in October.video earlier in the week showing them 
Gaza, Israel’s army said Friday.he soon after they were abducted during the In the past two weeks, more than a 
army said they were killed on the day Hamas attack on Israel on October 7, million Palestinians have fled Rafah as 
of the attack and their bodies were 2023, which started the war between Israeli forces pressed deeper into the 
taken to Gaza. The announcement Israel and Hamas.Some held banners city. Israel’s takeover this month of the 
came less than a week after the army reading “Stop the war” and “Help”. They Rafah border crossing, a key transit 
said it found the bodies of three other called on the government to reach a deal point for fuel and supplies for Gaza, 
Israeli hostages killed on October to release the dozens of hostages still in has contributed to bringing aid 
7.round half of the 250 hostages taken captivity.The protesters also called for the for the International Criminal Court operations to near collapse, the UN and 
by Hamas and other militants have been resignation of Israeli Prime Minister requested arrest warrants for Israeli relief groups say.Israel says it needs to 
freed, most in swaps for Palestinian Benjamin Netanyahu and demanded new leaders, along with Hamas officials.On invade Rafah to destroy Hamas’ last 
prisoners held by Israel during a elections.“We all saw the video, we could Friday, the International Court of Justice stronghold. Egypt said it agreed to send 
weeklong cease-fire in November.not stay at home after the government ordered Israel to end its military offensive UN humanitarian aid trucks through the 

abandoned all these people,” said Hilit in the southern Gaza city of Rafah and to Netanyahu’s government has faced Kerem Shalom border crossing, Israel’s 
Sagi, from the group “Women Protest for open the nearby border crossing for increasing pressure, both at home and main entry point into southern Gaza. 

Israeli protesters demanding Benjamin 
Netanyahu's resignation clash with police

New Delhi, Monday, 27 May 2024 THE SIKH TIMES





EDITORIAL 6

has also pitched into the already muddied A coordinated move by Ireland, Norway and Spain 
debate.to recognise the Palestinian state may be largely 

India has maintained a consistent policy, symbolic, but it reflects growing public outrage 
advocating for direct negotiations to in Europe over the devastation and civilian death 
establish a sovereign, independent toll in Gaza, as well as Israel’s deepening 
Palestine coexisting peacefully with isolation. This decision followed discussions 
Israel. It has reiterated its long-standing among several European nations, rooted in the 
support for a two-state solution, though belief that a fresh thrust for a two-state solution 
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  M o d i ’s  t w e e t  is essential. The diplomatic move in favour of 
condemning the initial Hamas attack was Palestinian statehood signals a significant shift 
interpreted by some observers as a shift in in Europe against Israel’s excesses in Gaza, 
its stance.widely condemned as genocidal. Notably, 

Meanwhile, the International Criminal Norway, a key player in the Oslo Accords of 
Court has issued arrest warrants against 1993, has emphasised that recognising Palestine 
the Israeli PM and Defence Minister and is crucial for peace in West Asia, asserting that a 
three Hamas leaders for alleged war two-state solution is in Israel’s best interest. 
crimes. With the International Court of Ireland and Spain have echoed this sentiment, 
Justice hearing South Africa’s appeal to underscoring the need to break the cycle of 

Hopefully, it will inspire other Western countries to stop Israel’s attacks in Rafah, the global clamour for violence that has worsened since the October 7 attack by 
follow suit and step up international pressure for a accountability and justice is growingHamas and the subsequent Israeli counter-assaults. 
ceasefire and meaningful negotiations. Salman Rushdie 

Global headwinds 
bring India, US 

closer

Uttarakhand beset by Char Dham Yatra chaos, forest fires

currency reserves for several decades after the Second THE trend of rising gold prices in the last few months does 
World War. The dollar was considered the safest not reflect the usual market fluctuations of supply and 
currency to hold. Even till the 1990s, the share of dollar demand conditions for this ‘precious’ metal. But it 
in official foreign exchange reserves was 70 per cent, signifies not only the uncertain global economic 
according to the International Monetary Fund data. This conditions but also, even more importantly, the changing 
has now come down to 58 per cent of the global reserves. geo-political world order afflicted by conflicts. The spot 
The attempt by US strategists to weaponise the dollar gold prices hit a record of $2,431.29 per ounce on April 
through sanctions against Russia has certainly created 12. The rise in gold prices has become linked to three 
difficulties for some Russian citizens at home or abroad other global changes: the rise in demand for gold 
in their foreign exchange transactions, but it has failed to reserves by Central banks, the Russia-Ukraine war and 
subdue the Russian state, which has managed to bypass the declining reserves of dollar in the foreign currency 
these sanctions.The India-Russia trade in rupees and reserves by Central banks.
roubles for the purchase of oil by India from Russia along When Russia invaded Ukraine over two years ago, the US-
with some aspects of Russia-China and Russia-Iran led NATO military bloc did not want to participate in a 
trades are some examples of bypassing the dollar. The direct military confrontation with Russia because of the 
global confidence in the dollar has been eroded, which, potentially dangerous implications for Europe, and most 
in turn, has diminished one key aspect of America’s importantly, for Germany, the largest European economy 
source of power in the global political economy.Though that was critically dependent on Russian gas supplies for 
the dollar remains a strong currency, global trust in it as a its energy needs. This strategy of avoidance of direct 
reserve currency has suffered a decline. The narratives of military intervention by the US is also the product of the 
de-dollarisation or the alternative BRICS currency military and political failures of past US interventions in 
floated by President Lula of Brazil — and supported Iraq and Afghanistan.The Biden administration, in 
enthusiastically by Russia, silently by China and consultation with its key European allies, decided to use 

buying spree and reduce dependence on dollar reserves of China) was the largest official sector buyer of gold in hesitantly by India — along with the trend of increasing the economic weapon of sanctions to cripple Russia 
in their foreign currency reserves. The World Gold 2023.According to the World Gold Council, China’s net gold reserves are reflections of the declining importance economically and, through that, militarily. The US froze 
Council’s latest report, published in April, points out that purchases of gold were 7.23 million ounces, or 224.9 of dollar as a global reserve currency and America as the Russia’s dollar reserves in the hope that — since dollar 
in the first quarter of 2024, the demand by Central banks metric tonnes, the highest ever purchase in a single year most dominant global economic power.was the most accepted foreign currency in global trade 
to buy gold reached record highs. Four countries that since at least 1977. China’s continuous 18-month gold- Such epochal changes do not take place suddenly. There — Russia will be isolated economically and that this 
were especially noted to have led the high demand were: buying spree led to the accumulation of its gold reserves may even be reversals or — if Trump returns to power in isolation would create adverse domestic economic 
China, India, Turkey and Kazakhstan. No official equal to 72.8 million ounces of gold by the end of April. the US — an acceleration of decline in America’s conditions in Russia and possible domestic unrest, 
announcement from any of these countries would Its value is equal to a staggering $167.96 billion. That it’s influence because of his blinkered vision of American forcing Putin to halt Russian aggression and eventually 
suggest that they are buying gold because of their the demand by Central banks to increase their gold isolationism couched as American nationalism.to surrender to a ceasefire acceptable to the US.
concerns about possible dollar sanctions in future, but it holdings — which has been the prime mover behind gold It is not difficult to imagine that if there were to be peace in American economic and security strategists could not have 
is obvious that substantial gold reserves in an uncertain price rise — is also demonstrated by the fact that the the world, gold would lose the importance it has acquired imagined that weaponising the dollar would backfire. 
world ensure not only safety but also a sound investment. demand for gold for jewellery during this period had in the commodified world we live in because, as Karl This weaponisation of currency alerted the policy 

decreased as a result of high prices.Given the very tense relations between the US and China Marx theorised, gold had no use value, it only had strategists in all countries that had tense relations of one 
especially because of their clashing strategic interests in The increasing demand for gold reserves by Central banks exchange value. The fetish for gold will vanish if the kind or another with the US that they could one day be 
Taiwan, the Dragon has been the most aggressive buyer was accompanied by a decrease in dollar reserves. The global community were to fully grasp the shocking level subjected to dollar sanctions. This fear led the Central 
of gold of late. China’s Central bank (The People’s Bank dollar had an overwhelming dominance in global of environmental degradation caused by gold mining.banks of several important countries to go on a gold-

Two-state advocacy

RUSSIAN President Vladimir Putin’s recent visit 
to China underlines the depth of the gradually 
developing close relationship between Moscow 
and Beijing. This embrace has geopolitical 
ramifications both at the regional and global 
levels. From the Indian perspective, in view of the 
ongoing Chinese expansionism in the Himalayas, 
any Russian support to this adventurism would be 
detrimental to India’s security interests. Against 
this backdrop, there is a need to examine the 
possible trajectory of Indo-US defence 
cooperation after the elections in both 
countries.As far as the Indian elections are 
concerned, the indications are that the present 
dispensation is likely to retain power. In such an 
eventuality, it would be fair to assume that the 
current stance of New Delhi on India-US ties 
would continue, leading to a steady growth in the 
relationship.In the US elections — polling is due 
in November — it is too early to hazard a guess as 
to whether Joe Biden or Donald Trump will win, 
especially amid the latter’s legal troubles. In case 
of a Biden victory, the current set of US policies is 
likely to be followed through in relations with 
India. However, if Trump wins, some changes can 
be expected. The quid-pro-quo approach vis-à-vis 
European members of NATO that Trump 
followed during his presidency could well be 
adopted by him while dealing with India.

Irrespective of who becomes the US President, the 
competitiveness between an aggressive and 
expansionist China and the US is likely to grow, 
accentuating the geopolitical divide at the global 
level.n the regional sphere, the Indian growth 
story and Chinese aggressiveness have resulted in 
a confrontational situation, which has defied 
resolution despite 21 rounds of military-level 
talks. At the political level, too, no headway 
appears to have been made.

India is the only nation in the region which has 
physically resisted Chinese attempts at grabbing 
territory along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). 
In the Ladakh sector, China has steadfastly 
refused to withdraw from several areas it 
occupied, resulting in an eyeball-to-eyeball 
deployment. Further, Sino-Pakistan collusion has 
raised the possibility of a two-front threat to India 
in the sensitive J&K region.The commonality of 
perceived threats is a driver of closer Indo-US 
ties. It has taken the US considerable time to 
grudgingly accept the Indian stance of ‘strategic 
autonomy’ in view of the coinciding national 
interests. The grant of Tier-1 status to India in 
2018, the signing of four key foundational 
a g r e e m e n t s  ( t h e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
Interoperability and Security Memorandum of 
A g r e e m e n t ,  t h e  L o g i s t i c s  E x c h a n g e  
Memorandum of Agreement, the General 
Security of Military Information Agreement and 
the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement) 
and the commencement of the 2+2 dialogue 
between Quad partners is indicative of the 
growing Indo-US convergence.Over the past 25 
years, China’s defence budget has officially been 
3-4 times larger than that of India. Unofficially, its 
budget could roughly be one-and-a-half times the 
official figures. This has created a huge military 
capability gap between the two, which is partially 
offset by excellent and superior fighting ability of 
our soldiers. So, India has to tread carefully while 
dealing with the Chinese. Thus, in the Quad 
deliberations, India has steered clear of security 
issues in view of the Chinese sensitivities. This 
aspect has been well understood by India’s Quad 
partners.Defence trade between the US and India 
has increased substantially in the past 15 years. In 
2020, the US Congress authorised $25 billion 
worth of defence sales to India up to 2025-26. 
New Delhi is keen on joint research and 
production with transfer of technology (TOT) in 
defence equipment. However, an agreement on 
this issue is yet to materialise.It needs to be 
appreciated that technologically, the US is far 
ahead of India in advanced defence weaponry. 
Hence, any agreement in this field will entail the 
US sharing high-end technology details with 
India. 

of pilgrims and vehicles entering Uttarakhand as the state after election campaigning in Telangana and THE Uttarakhand Government led by Chief Minister 
present revenue-driven model was creating fresh Karnataka when senior bureaucrats received a rap on Pushkar Singh Dhami is responsible for plunging 
environmental challenges. Garbage disposal has their knuckles from the Supreme Court.the state into one disaster after another. The most 
emerged as one of the biggest challenges since most recent example is the gross mishandling of the high- These fires have dried up thousands of springs, which 
of this waste ends up polluting the rivers that profile Char Dham Yatra, considered a big money- are the only source of drinking water for the local 
originate from the higher Himalayas.spinner. It was inaugurated on May 10, and within its people and have converted this once-beautiful state 

first 14 days has left over 45 pilgrims dead and many The yatra was preceded by forest fires, which burnt into a veritable gas chamber, which is impacting the 
injured.In 2023, the yatra resulted in the death of down vast tracts of deciduous and oak forests. Forest health of its people. The young and elderly are 
over 200 pilgrims due to high-altitude sickness, fires had started simmering across the state in complaining of irritation in the eyes and are being 
landslides, etc. The administration had a good six November 2023. Lack of winter rain and the dry admitted to hospital because they are facing 
months to prepare for the 2024 event since the doors summer spell have seen them spread to practically difficulty in breathing.ut the most shocking part of 
of the four shrines were closed in early November. every forest-covered district from Pauri Garhwal to this saga is that the entire burden of controlling these 
They could have used this time to introduce basic fires has fallen on the 
safety measures such as widening shoulders of the understaffed 
the pathways leading up to the and ill-equipped foresters, 
shrines, ensuring basic health who are working 10 to 12 
facilities and preparing a roadmap hours at a stretch, armed with 
f o r  t h e  s m o o t h  f l o w  o f  little more than garden rakes 
traffic.Instead, on the first day itself and tree branches to control 
at the Yamunotri shrine, with a these fires that are racing 
carrying capacity of around 4,500 across the mountain slopes, 
people, there were about 45,000 devouring everything in their 
tourists awaiting their turn on a path.In a clear violation of an 
narrow, unsafe pathway, holding on apex court order, the state 
for dear life to a rickety bamboo government managed to 
railing where one false step would secure permission from the 
have seen them plunging down a Environment Ministry to do 
deep crevice. The traffic jam to get mining in its rivers as well as 
to Yamunotri was 45 km long and earn enormous profits from 
yatris complained that they had to the sale of dug-up minerals, 
wait 10-12 hours for darshan.The sands and stones. The rivers 
picture was no different in are  drying up due to 
Kedarnath, which on the first day deforestation, excessive 
saw a crowd of nearly 80,000 yatris mining and pollution. During 
making their way up to the shrine, the summer months, they are the Kedarnath and Badrinath valleys to the Kumaon 
only to be met by heavy snow and rain; hotels were little more than glorified nullahs. But the mining pits hills, including Nainital, Bhowali and Haldwani, 
charging astronomical amounts, which the majority dug in these rivers are so deep that several people across Bhimtal and Sattal right up to Munsiyari, 
could ill afford. The story in Badrinath was equally have drowned in them.which lies on the Nepal border. The fire-induced 
chaotic. Pilgrims braved the cold to stand in long n February last year, the CM went to New Delhi to haze was so thick that it led to the cancellation of 
queues from 2 am, and when the temple door’s meet Environment Minister Bhupendra Yadav in flights to the Naini-Saini airport in Pithoragarh.
finally opened, priority was given to VIP darshan. order to get permission to continue mining in four ccording to satellite pictures, and confirmed by the 
This so incensed the yatris that they broke into rivers (Kosi, Gaula, Sarda and Nandaur) for 10 Forest Survey of India, 40 per cent of Uttarakhand’s 
protests and anti-government sloganeering.With years. After his meeting with Yadav, he wrote on once-dense forests have been burnt to cinders and 
social media flooded with videos of serpentine social media: “Under the leadership of the double-yet we have a state government informing the 
queues and angry devotees, the state government engine government, we are always working towards Supreme Court that only 0.1 per cent of the forest 
threatened to take legal action against those the development and prosperity of the region.”cover has been affected. It was only when these fires 
spreading fake news or videos to defame the Unfortunately, Uttarakhand is facing the double reached Nainital that the Indian Air Force was asked 
yatra.Local residents have taken to social media, whammy of climate change and unprecedented to step in and assist in putting out these fires. Dhami 
demanding that the administration regulate the flow environmental disasters.and Forest Minister Subodh Uniyal returned to the 

The hill state is facing the double whammy of environmental disasters and climate change.

Three European countries recognise Palestine

Editorial

The fetish for gold will vanish if the global community were to fully grasp the shocking level of environmental degradation caused by gold mining.

The rise of gold and the fall of dollar
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around 5.30 am on May 21 and Kamet (7,756 metres) in Uttarakhand, New Delhi: When Pankaj Narvekar, an 
unfurled the Tricolour, becoming the Mount Kun (7,077 metres) in Ladakh assistant engineer with the Goa 
first Goan to scale the world’s tallest and Mount Kang Yatze (6,400 metres) g o v e r n m e n t ’s  P u b l i c  Wo r k s  
peak at an alt i tude of 8,848 in Ladakh. For Everest, Narvekar’s Department, was descending after 
metres.“Mountain climbing is my first summit above 8,000 metres, he summiting Mount Everest, an icy ridge 

trained for the past two years.collapsed near The Hillary Step in 
Last year, his daughter Gunjan, aged the “death zone”, considered the 

most technically difficult part of 12, had successfully climbed three 
peaks above 6,000 metres in the the climb. Within seconds, two 
Markha Valley in Ladakh.“Climbing climbers were dragged down the 
i s  a b o u t  e n d u r a n c e .  W h i l e  side of the mountain.“I was 
summiting, you have to often walk standing on the edge of the cliff 
for 18 hours in a day where oxygen when a cornice collapsed. It 
levels are low. Typically one has to happened right in front of me. Two 
train daily for five-six hours. I have of those climbers are now 

passion,” Narvekar told The Indian travelled half of the country. I started presumed dead. At that moment, my 
Express over the phone from with trekking first and gradually got only thought was whether I would be 
Kathmandu.Hailing from Porvorim into mountaineering in 2012. This year, able to reach home safely. The oxygen 
near state capital Panaji, he describes I climbed with supplemental oxygen. supply was also limited,” he 
himself as an explorer and traveller. He In the future, my plan is to scale recalled.Narvekar, 41, scripted history 
has successfully climbed Mount Everest without any oxygen.

when he summited Mount Everest 

"Grew Up Washing Cups And Plates As A 
Child": PM Modi At Mirzapur Rally

‘Saw death up close’: Assistant engineer with 
PWD department is first Goan to summit Everest

Mirzapur: Prime Minister Narendra Slamming the SP chief Akhilesh alliance) target. They want to loot the 
Modi said on Sunday that he grew up Yadav, the Prime Minister said that reservation of SC-ST-OBC. Our 
washing cup plates and serving tea, there are so many promising people Constitution clearly says that there 
adding that the relationship between in the Yadav community but he cannot be reservation based on 
Modi and tea is very deep."I grew up (Akhilesh) gave tickets only to his religion.
washing cups and plates as a child. I family members."These SP people  Samajwadi Party had released its 
have grown up serving tea. The used to release even those terrorists manifesto during the Uttar Pradesh 
relationship between Modi and tea is w h o  w e r e  c a u g h t .  T h e  S P Assembly elections in 2012. Then SP 
also very deep," PM Modi said while government used to suspend any had said in its manifesto, just as 
addressing a rally in Mirzapur today. police officer who was reluctant in Dalits and backward classes have got 

"No one wants to waste their vote on this. They had made the entire UP and the reservation, similarly, Muslims 
Samajwadi Party. No one will vote Purvanchal a haven for the mafia. Be will also be given rservation," he 
for someone who is drowning. The it life or land, no one knew when it added.
common man will vote only for the would be snatched away and in the "SP had said that it would even change 
one whose government is certain to SP government, the mafia was also the Constitution for this. SP had 
be formed. The country has come to seen as a vote bank," PM Modi announced that 15 per cent 
know the people of the INDI alliance said.He further asserted that CM reservation will be given to Muslims 
very well. These people are deeply Yogi is carrying forward the in police and PAC also. How these 
communal. These people are extreme 'Swachhta Abhiyan' very bravely. people were bent on snatching away 
casteists. These people are extreme The public was at the mercy of the SP the rights of SC-ST-OBC to please 
f a m i l y i s t s .  W h e n e v e r  t h e i r  government but now the mafia is their vote bank," the Prime Minister 
government is formed, these people trembling in the BJP government. said in Mirzapur.PM Modi also 
take decisions on this basis," he "The sacred Constitution of our emphasized that he is dedicated to the 
added. country is also on their (INDI poor, Dalits and backward people.

Leh-bound SpiceJet flight 
makes emergency landing in 

Delhi after bird-hit

Culprits Will Not Be Spared": Delhi 
Minister On Children Hospital Fire

stay here. Strict action should be Saurabh Bharadwaj, in a post on X, 
taken in this matter," Sumit, a said, "Very unfortunate incident 
relative of a newborn baby reported. I have asked the 
admitted at the hospital said.he Secretary (Health) to update me 
rescued newborns were shifted to about the current situation. 
East Delhi Advance NICU Culprits will not be spared. 
hospital.Strictest punishment will be 

All of them are on oxygen suport ensured  for  those  found 
and treatment is underway.While negligent or involved in any 
speaking to ANI, East Delhi wrongdoing."
Advance NICU Director Ramji Appropriate legal action is being 

New Delhi: After seven newborns lost Bhardwaj said that after the taken against the owner of the 
children. We removed all the twelve their lives in a tragic fire incident at a accident last night, 12 children h o s p i t a l  n a m e l y  N a v e e n  
babies from the hospital. But after New Born Baby Care Hospital in Delhi's came to them, out of which seven were Kichi.Atul Garg, Director of Delhi Fire 
arrival, they declared that 6 were dead. Vivek Vihar, Delhi Health Minister dead.Department told ANI that the operation 
That is a regrettable incident," Mr Garg Saurabh Bharadwaj assured of strict "The police took the children to GTB was very tough as there was a blast of 
said.A relative of a newborn who died in action in the case.According to the Hospital for post-mortem. The cylinders."It was a very tough 
the incident said that strict action should officials, 12 children were rescued from remaining five are admitted to us. Out of operation. We made two teams. One 
be taken in the matter.the incident site where one was already the five children, one child is very weak team started firefighting because there 

dead before the fire call was made.Six My brother's child was admitted here on whose weight is around 800 grams. He was a blast of cylinders, we can say the 
newborn babies lost their lives after the May 20. We went to the police station has been kept on a ventilator and his chain of blast of cylinders. So we had to 
fire broke out and five others have been and asked them for information, they condition is critical. Rest four are stable save ourselves also. We started rescue 
admitted to the hospital," Delhi Police asked us to go to the hospital for and their treatment is underway," he operations for babies as well.  
said. information. We were not allowed to said.Unfortunately, we could not save all the 

New Delhi:Union Home Minister Amit Shah has 
said that the Modi government's Kashmir policy 
has been vindicated by the successful polling in 
Jammu and Kashmir, where even separatists have 
voted "overwhelmingly", as he assured that the 
assembly elections in the region will be held 
before September 30.Once the elections are over, 
the government will start the process of restoring 
statehood to the Union Territory, Amit Shah said 
in an interview to PTI late Saturday.

"I have said in Parliament that we will give the 
statehood after the assembly elections," he said, 
adding that everything is going according to plan, 
such as the surveys of the backward classes and 
delimitation exercise of the Assembly and Lok 
Sabha constituencies."We have completed the 
delimitation process. Because the reservation can 
be given only after the delimitation process is 
completed. Because we have to know about the 
status of various castes (to give reservation). That 
has been done. Lok Sabha election is also over (in 
Jammu and Kashmir). Next is the assembly 
election which will also be held. We will 
complete the process before the Supreme Court 
deadline," he said.On December 11, 2023, the 
Supreme Court had directed the Election 
Commission of India to conduct elections in 
Jammu and Kashmir by September 30, 2024.

Commenting on the relatively high polling 
percentage in the Kashmir valley in the Lok 
Sabha elections, Amit Shah said he believed that 
there has been a big change in attitudes 
there."Voting percentage has increased. Some 
people used to say that people of the valley do not 
believe in the Indian Constitution. But this 
election was held under the Indian Constitution 
because Kashmir's Constitution is no longer 
there. It was scrapped. Election was held under 
Indian Constitution. People who sought a 
separate country, those who want to go with 
Pakistan -- even they cast their votes 
overwhelmingly, both at the organisation level as 
well as individual people," he said

Amit Shah said "it was a very big victory for the 
democracy and a big success of the Narendra 
Modi government's Kashmir policy, which it has 
been pursuing for the last 10 years." The three 
seats in the Kashmir valley -- Srinagar (38.49 per 
cent), Baramulla (59.1 per cent) and Anantnag-
Rajouri (53 per cent) -- have recorded the highest 
voter turnout "in many decades", the Election 
Commission said on Saturday When asked why 
the BJP did not field any candidate in the Lok 
Sabha elections in the Kashmir valley, he said the 
party was still working on strengthening its 
organisation in the valley.

J&K Lok Sabha Election 
Over, Next Step Assembly 

Election: Amit Shah

Severe Cyclone Remal to hit Bengal coast 
tonight, flights suspended in Kolkata

Khepupara (Bangladesh), 330 km south of disaster relief teams were kept on standby New Delhi:A low-pressure system over the 
Mongla (Bangladesh), 270 km south- at Haldia and Fraserganj in West Bengal, Bay of Bengal intensified into severe 
southeast of Sagar Islands (West Bengal), and Paradip and Gopalpur in Odisha. It said cyclonic storm Remal and is expected to 
390 km south-southeast of Digha (West all pre-emptive measures were taken to make landfall between the coasts of West 
Bengal) and 310 km south-southeast of ensure there was no loss of life or property Bengal and Bangladesh at midnight on 
Canning (West Bengal) as of 5:30 am at sea.In a statement, the ICG said that its Sunday, the India Meteorological 
today.With a wind speed of 110-120 km per remote operating stations at Haldia and Department (IMD) said.Remal, which 
hour, gusting to 135 kmph, Remal is Paradwip have been alerting fishing means sand in Arabic, is the first pre-
expected to cross the West Bengal and vessels and merchant ships about the monsoon cyclone in the Bay of Bengal this 
adjoining Bangladesh coasts between cyclone through VHF (very high season. The name was provided by Oman, 
Sagar Island and Khepupara on Sunday frequency) broadcasts. All its ships and following the regional naming system for 
midnight, the Met Department said. At the aircraft were kept on standby for search and c y c l o n e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h  I n d i a n  
time of the landfall, a storm surge of up to rescue operations.Meanwhile, the Ocean.According to the weather 80 and 90 kilometres per hour, gusting to significant damage to vulnerable 
1.5 metres is expected to inundate low- authorities of Kolkata's Netaji Subhas department, extremely heavy rainfall has 100 kilometres per hour. Heavy to very structures, power and communication 
lying areas of coastal West Bengal and Chandra Bose International Airport have been predicted in the coastal districts of heavy rainfall was predicted in a few places lines, unpaved roads, crops, and orchards 
Bangladesh.In view of the cyclone, the decided to suspend flight operations for 21 West Bengal and north Odisha on May 26 on May 26 and 27. in South and North 24 Parganas districts. 
coastal districts of North 24 Parganas and hours from Sunday noon as the state braces and 27. Parts of northeast India may also The National Disaster Response Force People have been asked to remain indoors 
South 24 Parganas in West Bengal are for Cyclone Remal.All cargo and container witness extremely heavy rainfall due to the (NDRF) has deployed 12 teams and five and not venture outside, particularly near 
under red alert on May 26 and 27 as handling operations at the city's Syama impact of Remal on May 27 and 28.In its additional teams have been kept on standby the sea.On the other hand, the coastal 
extremely heavy rainfall is predicted in Prasad Mookerjee Port will be suspended latest bulletin on Sunday morning, the IMD in West Bengal ahead of the cyclone's districts of Balasore, Bhadrak, and 
some areas.An orange alert was issued for for 12 hours from 6 pm on Sunday till 6 am said Remal moved nearly northwards at a landfall. The rescue and relief teams of the Kendrapara in north Odisha could receive 
Kolkata, Howrah, Nadia, and Purba on Monday due to the cyclone. Fishermen speed of six km per hour and intensified Indian Army and the Indian Navy have heavy rainfall on May 26-27, while heavy 
Medinipur districts, with the weather office have been warned to stay out of the north into a severe cyclonic storm. It lay centred been kept in readiness.The IMD has rainfall was likely in Mayurbhanj on May 
warning of wind speeds touching between Bay of Bengal until the morning of May 27.about 290 km south-southwest of warned of localised flooding and 27.The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) said nine 

New Delhi: A Leh-bound SpiceJet flight made an 
emergency landing in Delhi shortly after take-off after 
one of the aircraft's engine was hit by a bird, an airline 
spokesperson said. Flight SG123 took off at 10.29 am 
before making an air turn back and landing safely at 
around 11am.An airline spokesperson said, "SpiceJet 
B737 aircraft operating SG-123 from Delhi to Leh 
returned to Delhi after suffering a bird hit on engine 2. 
The aircraft landed safely in Delhi and passengers 
deplaned normally."Last week, two flights -- Air India 

and Air India Express -- were forced to make 
emergency landings due to technical errors.

On May 19, the Air India Express flight, travelling from 
Bengaluru to Kochi with 179 passengers and six crew 
members on board, made an emergency landing at the 
Bengaluru airport after a fire was reported in the right 
engine.Just two days earlier, on May 17, the Air India 
flight, which took off from Delhi with 175 passengers, 
turned back and landed in the national capital after a fire 
in its air conditioning unit.n May 1, a New Delhi-bound 
Vistara flight from Bhubaneswar returned minutes after 
takeoff and made an emergency landing after the 
aircraft was caught in a hailstorm and suffered damage.

According to the officials, 

12 children were rescued 

from the incident site 

where one was already 

dead before the fire call 

was made.

Food Safety Body Cracks 
Down On Commercial 
Sale Of Human Milk
New Delhi: The country's food regulator has warned 

against the unauthorized commercialization of human 
milk, stating that its rules do not permit the sale of such 
products.n an advisory dated May 24, the Food Safety 
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has advised 
all activities related to human milk sales to be 
stopped."FSSAI has not permitted the processing 
and/or selling of human milk under FSS Act, 2006 and 
rules/regulations made there under. Therefore, it is 
advised that all such activities related to the 
commercialization of human milk and its products 
should be immediately stopped," read the advisory.

Any violation of the rules will lead to action against the 
food business operators (FBOs), the FSSAI said in its 
advisory.The FSSAI,  which regulates  the  

manufacturing and sale of food items in the country, has 
also called on state and central licensing authorities to 
ensure licenses are not given to food businesses 
involved in processing or selling human milk.

he online sale of human milk has boomed with milk banks 
set up as non-profits collecting milk from lactating 
mothers and selling them at a profit. A simple Google 
search shows the numerous options one has to buy such 
products online, including Instagram handles and milk 
banks.

Milk banks usually process the milk collected from 
healthy donors (lactating mothers) and check 
contamination and nutrient contents before freezing and 
storing them. Most milk banks, which are attached to 
government hospitals, usually provide it for free, 
according to The Times of India.
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How RBI’s record Rs 2.1 lakh 
crore dividend payout to 
government may help 
improve India’s credit rating

have not received any response yet," was a ploy to lead to drop in prices of GUWAHATI. Small tea growers in 
working president of All Assam Small green leaves.Expressing similar Assam, who account for nearly half of 
Tea Growers' Association (AASTGA) concern, Jatin Chandra Bora, advisor the tea grown in this North Eastern 
Karuna Mahanta told PTI. of Lakhimpur district committee of state, are staring at uncertainty with the 

AASTGA, said, "This is a strategy to bought leaf tea factories (BLFs) to stop 
bring down the prices of the green procuring their green leaves from next 
leaves as such a decision creates month over quality compliance 
pressure on the grower to sell off regulations.The Assam Bought Leaf 
at whatever price is given."He Tea Manufacturers Association 
maintained that the small growers (ABLTMA) had announced shutting 
are now aware of harmful effects down its factories from June 1 as it is 
of pesticides and are ensuring on not possible to produce FSSAI-
producing safety standards-compliant teas from untested green 
compliant leaves."We have been leaves provided by small growers.
demanding for facilities for A Team Board India notification earlier 
testing the green leaves in the this year made it mandatory for 
factories itself. Currently, we have manufacture of only compliant tea by 

to send the samples to Kolkata and it Referring to the notification which also the BLFs.With no testing done of the 
takes long to get the results. By that made routing of 100 per cent dust teas green leaves, if the made tea is found 
time, the leaves have to be sold off through public auctions mandatory, he non-compliant  when sent  for  
already," Bora said.The ABLTMA had said it was decided last month to mandatory public auction, the failed 
last week said its member factories will maintain status quo till elections are teas will be destroyed with penal action 
not operate until compliant green over."The BLFs were to continue against the BLFs, as per the 
leaves are provided, which is nearly procuring green leaves as earlier. But notification.The small-scale planters, 
impossible for the small growers in the this sudden decision by the factories on their part, maintained that they are 
absence of testing facilities in the has taken us aback," Mahanta said.working on cent per cent compliance 
state."The BLFs do not use any The AASTGA has dashed off separate by all their members, while urging for 
chemical in the manufacturing process. letters to the state government and Tea more time to ensure it and seeking 
But we are being made to pay for non-Board, seeking their intervention while government intervention in the matter.
compliance by the growers," ABLTMA also expressing concern that this "We have written to the state government 
president Chand Gohain told PTI.unilateral decision of the ABLTMA and Tea Board to intervene. But we 

Nishant Pitti withdraws bid for bankrupt Go First

Assam small tea growers facing uncertainty as factories 
to stop production over quality regulations

G o  F i r s t  r e v i v a l  h a v e  NEW DELHI. When Prime Minister 10% CAGR in 10 years
crashed.Further, the credit profile of a Narendra Modi-led NDA came to power India’s aviation industry has witnessed a 
few existing players remains weak. in 2014, domestic aviation industry was compounded annual growth rate (CAGR) 
“While some airlines have adequate reeling under severe pressure following of 10% in domestic passenger traffic in 
liquidity and/or financial support the grounding of Kingfisher Airlines. the last 10 years i.e. between FY2014 and 
from a strong parent, supporting their Huge losses, piling debts, employee FY2024. This growth was supported by a 
credit profiles, the credit metrics and protests and promoter Vijay Mallya growing economy, improvement in 
liquidity profile of others will remain fleeing to the United Kingdom made all infrastructure and connectivity to 
under stress over the near term, the wrong headlines for the sector. regional centres. The number of 
despite some improvement relative to Against the backdrop, another private operational airports doubled from 74 in 
the last few years,” said Shah of airline - Spicejet - was facing turbulence 2014 to 148 in April 2023.
ICRA.Even the much-applauded as its new promoter - media baron Kinjal Shah, Vice President & Co-Group 

Partners, said that in the past, airlines UDAN scheme has its shortcomings. Kalanidhi Maran - realised why many Head - Corporate Ratings at ICRA 
worked hard to attract passengers, but The Comptroller and Auditor General billionaires avoid owning an airline. In Limited, said that this growth has to be 
now they are struggling to add more (CAG) in August 2023 had said that only less than a year since the new government looked at in two parts – pre-pandemic, 
capacity, which has led to high fares. 54 routes or 7% of all awarded routes came into power, SpiceJet was sold back that is, between FY2014 and FY2020, the 
Most airlines are already operating at under UDAN have managed to sustain to Ajay Singh.Fast forward to 2024 and domestic air passenger traffic reported a 
85% and above passenger load capacity, operations beyond the three-year the sector is yet out of the woods. In the CAGR of 15%, while the growth was 
indicating the need for increased capacity concession period. CAG had flagged that last 5 years, two major airlines – Jet impacted since FY21 as the restrictions 
to meet demand, added Priyadarshini. out that 52% (403 out of 774 routes) of the Airways and Go First - succumbed to associated with the pandemic stalled 

The big misses awarded routes were unable to commence financial woes while many smaller passenger movement during FY21 and 
operations. Additionally, the scheme’s While the government’s ambitious regional players vanished in the covid 19 FY22. The recovery in passenger traffic 
main goal to provide tickets at affordable connectivity scheme (RCS) – Ude Desh pandemic.The big change for the was significant with a CAGR of 35% 
prices has been questioned.K a  A a m  N a g r i k  ( U D A N )  a n d  industry, however, has been the between FY22 and FY24.“However, over 

privatization of highly loss-making Air Further, the most populous nation’s privatisation of Air India and the the same period, the growth in capacity, as 
India are touted as the big positives for the ambition to become a global aviation hub emergence of two strong players. Having denoted by available seat kilometers or 
industry, the collapse of numerous remains a project on paper and more than made combined orders of more than 1100 ASKMs grew at a CAGR of 8% and has 
a i r l ines  in  a  tough  regula tory  55% of its International travel is still planes, the Tata Group-led Air India and lagged the passenger traffic growth,” 
environment remains a big concern. catered by foreign airlines. The recent Interglobe Aviation (IndiGo) have set added Shah. The main reason for this is 
Despite a lengthy bankruptcy process, Jet effort by IndiGo and Air India to induct ambitions to define the world’s fastest- the collapse of several carriers.Pragya 
Airways 2.0 is yet to take off and hopes of more wide-body aircraft is likely.growing aviation market. Priyadarshini, Vice President at Primus 

Hits and misses of aviation sector in 10 yrs

Will Mumbai’s infra boom make the city more liveable?
Mumbai. our financial capital, long A recent brainstorming session led by other hand, the approach of another the passenger load.P K Das, planner and 

neglected, is experiencing a renewed n e w l y  a p p o i n t e d  M u n i c i p a l  panelist at the discussion, retired IAS architect, underlined that in a time of 
infrastructure boom. After frenetic Commissioner, Bhushan Gagrani, along officer R C Sinha, was of the hard-nosed heightened climate change, Mumbai was 
construction activity, the city has just with retired IAS officer who helmed the bureaucrat. His focus was entirely on hurtling towards disaster. The unbridled 
seen the inauguration of the coastal road. Mumbai-Pune Expressway, R.C. Sinha, project completion, with little stomach construction and high density of 
Built at a huge cost of Rs 13,000 crore, and architect-activist P K Das, generated for considering social costs or buildings had turned Mumbai into a ‘heat 
the part-underground, 11-kilometre i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t e r s . M a k i n g  a  environmental damage. While leading island’ significantly lowering the quality 
channel connects the extreme south of the presentation at the Mumbai Press Club, the charge for early completion of the of life of ordinary people. The current 
island city to midtown Worli, and then Bhushan Gagrani said the slew of Mumbai-Pune Expressway, he revealed philosophy was to “build more …and 
onwards to suburban Bandra via the sea- infrastructure projects taking off in the how the Dukes Hotel in the Khandala more”, a mania that seemed to think that 
link. This allows car traffic to bypass the city not only aid urban mobility but over Hills tried to block the work by moving the more you build, the faster will the city 
worst snarls during peak hours.The time will trigger a socio-economic the Bombay High Court against the solve its problems of housing and 
Dharavi slum project, awarded to the transformation. What would have blasting endangering the hotel structure. crowding.This has led to planning and 
Adani Group, is finally seeing happened had the Mumbai-Pune development entirely focused on the 240 “In reply, I gave the hotel notice that we 
movement. If it goes through, the 640- Expressway, built in the teeth of sq km of high-density, buildable areas. would acquire the hotel property under 
acre slum sprawl will be the city’s new oppos i t i on  in  2002 ,  no t  been  What is neglected is the city’s ecological the Land Acquisition Act, Sinha said. 
Manhattan with high-rise commercial constructed? he questioned. Today, infrastructure. The failure to integratethe “The hotel owner was on his knees 
buildings, and residences for over 60,000 because of its connectivity, Pune has 140 sq kms of waterfronts, mangrove apologizing; and he withdrew his 
families. The Mumbai Trans Harbour transformed into a hub for IT, R&D and outcrops, and other wetlands and creeks petition.”
Link (MTHL), now christened ‘Atal the auto industry. into urban planning “could lead to a bleak Sustainable growth
Setu’, India’s longest 22-km sea bridge, future and existential crisis for both the Ads by This brainstorming reflects the continuing, 
is commissioned, while dozens of glitzy people and the city.”Among the many Drawing a similar parallel, Gagrani sharp debate between development and 
flyovers are promising to make life easier debates that followed, the big one was on predicted the Coastal Road and the sustainable growth. Providing more and 
in the megalopolis.There is stout the ‘slow death’ of the municipalized bus MTHL would “transform the real estate wider channels for movement of 
o p p o s i t i o n  t o o .  P l a n n e r s  a n d  service run by the Brihanmumbai market over the next five to ten years, passenger cars does not reduce traffic 
environmental activists point to lopsided Electricity Supply & Transport  bringing equilibrium to both residential snarls. It only ensures more cars come on 
development favouring the top 10% car- Undertaking (BEST). Once the lifeline of and commercial sectors.” The bureaucrat the road, at the expense of public 
using, creamy layer. For the average Mumbai, the BEST provided efficient was arguing by connecting the island city transport. The coastal road, and the 
Mumbaikar, the living densities, the and cost effective last-line connectivity to its hinterland, the city’s footprint burgeoning number of flyovers are 
shrinking open spaces and the worsening to commuters between home and train would expand, thereby cooling high real examples of supporting increasing 
public transport, has made things more junctions, and then finally to their place estate prices that are currently riding on private transportation at the expense of 
difficult.Development trigger of work. the shortage of buildable land.On the buses and train traffic that carry 20 times 

Equity markets may witness a gradual up-move 
this week with some volatility as both election 
and earnings season are nearing their end, 
analysts said, adding that global trends and 
trading activity of foreign investors would hold 
significance in dictating investors’ sentiment.

Benchmark indices, which had a record-breaking 
rally last week, would also track global oil 
benchmark Brent crude and the rupee-dollar 
trend.The monthly derivatives expiry on 
Thursday may also fuel volatility in markets.

“We have reached the final curtain for the Q4 
earnings season. Many companies, including 
names like Tata Steel, will release their financial 
results this week. Positive earnings from the final 
quarter could provide strength to the market to 
continue its bullish momentum.

“We are very close to the Lok Sabha election 
results, and the election verdict will give a boost 
to FII flows,” said Pravesh Gour, Senior 
Technical Analyst, Swastika Investmart Ltd.

The results of the ongoing general elections will be 
declared on June 4.On the global front, the 
upcoming economic data from Japan and the US, 
along with movement in the global currency 
market, will also be important factors to consider, 
he added.This week, attention will remain on 
elections, global cues, and the final phase of the 
earnings season, Ajit Mishra, SVP, Research, 
Religare Broking Ltd, said.

On the March quarter results front, LIC, NMDC, 
IRCTC, and MMTC will announce their 
earnings this week.Overall, we expect the market 
to witness a gradual up-move and see some 
volatility this week as both election and earnings 
season are nearing the end,” said Siddhartha 
Khemka, Head, Retail Research, Motilal Oswal 
Financial Services Ltd.From the domestic 
macroeconomic data, GDP growth rate for the 
January-March quarter of FY24 will be 
announced on Friday. Last week, the BSE 
benchmark zoomed 1,404.45 points, or 1.89 per 
cent, while the NSE Nifty climbed 455.1 points, 
or 2 per cent.The 30-share BSE Sensex hit its all-
time intra-day high of 75,636.50 on Friday. The 
NSE Nifty breached the 23,000 mark for the first 
time on that day. During the day, the benchmark 
hit its lifetime peak of 23,026.40.

MUMBAI: The massive inflows into mutual funds, 
which have grown over 37% in April to cross the Rs 57 
trillion (Rs 57 lakh cr) mark, have also spawned an 
unsung hero — the B30 cities, which are those small 
cities and towns beyond the top 30 — whose collective 
AUM has surpassed the Rs 10-trillion-mark for the first 
time in April, gaining 44%.

The assets under management (AUM) of the 45-player 
mutual fund industry have seen an annual growth of 
37% and a monthly growth of 3.6% in April, to Rs 57.3 
trillion. In FY24, the industry clipped at over 37 % to 
scale past Rs 55.01 trillion mark. The total assets of B30 
cities, the next 30 growth drivers beyond the top 30 
(T30) cities, rose 3.43% to Rs 10.16 trillion, to cross the 
10 trillion for the first time, in April 2024 from Rs 9.83 
trillion in the past month, as per an analysis by Icra 
Ratings.On an annulaised basis, this was a full 44 
percent growth over April 2023, while the total assets of 
T30 centres grew 36%. Of the total AUM as much as 
41% still come from Maharashtra and Delhi is a pale 
8.4%, and 28 which are collectively known as the T30 
cities saw total assets rising 3.69% month-on-month to 
Rs 46.85 trillion in April from Rs 45.18 trillion in 
March.

AUM of  smaller towns rises 
to Rs 10L cr in Apr

NEW DELHI: The record Rs 2.1 lakh crore dividend 
that the government will receive from the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) is a positive development, as it is 
nearly double the amount budgeted from all financial 
institutions combined.Several factors could have 
contributed to the record profit, including the 
significant increase in interest rates in the United 
States, where the RBI invests a substantial portion of its 
$644 billion foreign exchange reserves (Rs 54 lakh 
crore), says says a TOI analysis by Mayur Shetty.

Additionally, the RBI has been actively buying and 
selling dollars this year compared to the previous year, 
as foreign institutional investors (FIIs) have been 
selling equities. Furthermore, the RBI's money market 
operations have played a role in its earnings. To combat 
inflation, the RBI has maintained liquidity in a deficit 
mode, providing opportunities to lend to banks.

RBI serves as both a regulatory body and a monetary 
authority, responsible for managing the money supply 
and overseeing foreign exchange markets. To stabilize 
the rupee against speculative inflows, RBI 
accumulates foreign currency reserves.

Also Read | Explained: How RBI managed to give the 
highest ever Rs 2.1 lakh crore dividend payout to 
governmentDuring challenging times, such as the 
global financial crisis or the pandemic, central banks 
expanded their balance sheets through quantitative 
easing, which involves injecting money into the 
economy by purchasing bonds from banks.

As a result, RBI earns profits from interest on domestic 
and foreign bonds, as well as from market operations. 
In its forex operations, RBI sells dollars it purchased 
during times of surplus when there is a scarcity, making 
a substantial profit as these sales are at prevailing 
market prices.However, generating profits is not the 
primary goal for RBI. The surpluses are a byproduct of 
RBI working towards its objectives of maintaining 
financial and market stability.It is often observed that 
RBI generates more profits during difficult times 
because it is during crises that the central bank's 
intervention in forex and money markets 
intensifies.Profit cannot be an objective for the central 
bank in its market operations, as RBI is the biggest 
insider in the market.While the RBI can create money, 
the dividends it pays to the government come from its 
actual earnings. A significant portion of these earnings 
is derived from higher interest income on foreign 
securities and profits from selling foreign exchange. 
This record surplus could aid India in improving its 
credit rating, the TOI analysis says.

NEW DELHI. The selling spree in Indian stock 
markets by foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) turned 
aggressive in May, standing now at Rs 22,046 crore 
with a few more days still to go as the month ends.

The consistent offloading of money from Indian stocks 
is partly attributable to a strong US dollar, sticky 
inflation, particularly in the food segment, and poll 
outcome-related anxieties.However, in the past few 
sessions, they seemed to have slowed down on 
selling, expecting a strong performance in the 
indices. Both Nifty and Sensex also touched all-time 
highs this week, accumulating huge sums of money 
for investors.A week ago, the total selling, 
cumulatively, was around Rs 28,000 crore, data from 
National Securities Depository Limited (NSDL) 
showed."The bumper dividend payout of Rs 2.11 
lakh crore from RBI to the central government for the 
fiscal year would have caused FPI to reconsider its 
strategy and temporarily halt selling," said Vipul 
Bhowar, Director, Listed Investments, Waterfield 
Advisors."The long-term outlook for foreign 
portfolio investment (FPI) flows into Indian debt is 
positive due to India's inclusion in global bond 
indices. However, near-term flows are being 
impacted by global macroeconomic uncertainty and 
volatility. The trend will reverse once the interest rate 
outlook becomes clearer," added Bhowar.According 
to VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, 
Geojit Financial Services, "The FII selling which 
began as a trickle in April turned into a flood in 
May."Going forward, as clarity emerges on the 
election front, FIIs are likely to buy in India since 
they cannot afford to miss the post-election results 
rally. Actually, the rally may begin even before the 
election results," he added.In April too, FPIs were net 
sellers in Indian stocks, as the ongoing geopolitical 
crisis in the Middle East then likely pushed investors 
to take money off their portfolios. FPIs, who 
continued to remain net buyers for the third month 
until till mid-April, have cumulatively sold stocks 
worth Rs 8,671 crore by the end of the month.

FPIs offloaded over Rs 22,000 

crore Indian stocks so far in 

May, pace lately slowed

Markets to Track Global Cues, May 
Witness Gradual Upmove Ahead of 
Lok Sabha Poll Results: Analystsallowed lessors to take back 54 planes NEW DELHI: EaseMyTrip’s chief Meanwhile, Pitti’s announcement about 

leased to Go First. This order, according executive officer Nishant Pitti on the withdrawal of the bid also comes a 
to experts, has the capability to derail Saturday said he is withdrawing the bid day after EaseMyTrip on Friday 

for the bankrupt airline Go First. reported a consolidated loss 
of Rs 15.07 crore for the “After careful consideration, I have 
March quarter and a full-year decided to withdraw from the GoAir 
profit after tax of Rs 103.46 bid in my personal capacity.
crore.This decision allows me to better focus 

Go First stopped flying on May on other strategic priorities and 
3, 2023, and its plea for initiatives that align with our long-
v o l u n t a r y  i n s o l v e n c y  term vision and growth objectives,” 
resolution proceedings was said Pitti, Founder & CEO of the 
admitted by the NCLT on travel port EaseMyTrip.
May 10 last year. Apart from More than three months back, Busy 
Ajay Singh-Busy Bee Bee Airways, majority-owned by 
Airways, Sharjah-based Sky Pitti, along with SpiceJet Chief Ajay 
One FZE had submitted a bid the revival process of airline as it would Singh, had put in a bid for Go First, 

for Go First.leave minuscule assets for the bidders which is undergoing an insolvency 
On April 8, the National Company Law who have shown interest in acquiring reso lu t ion  process .  I t  i s  no t  

Tribunal (NCLT) again extended the the airline.Following this order, Pitti immediately known whether Singh 
deadline to complete Go First’s had said he will consider any necessary would go ahead or withdraw his plans 
insolvency resolution process by 60 adjustments to its proposed offer for the as well.
days to June 3. Prior to this extension, grounded airline after reviewing the The latest move by Pitti comes less than a 
the deadline was April 4.court order.month after the Delhi High Court 
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KKR captain Shreyas Iyer and SRH 

captain Pat Cummins were seen 

being involved in a hilarious 

banter ahead of the all-

important Indian Premier League 

2024 final.

NEWS BOX

NEW DELHI.  champions CSK in their own den. The off the final over. However, Manoj Tiwary Former KKR captain and 
current mentor Gautam Gambhir was seen situation got tense after captain Gautam held his nerve against Dwayne Bravo and 
catching up with his old teammate Gambhir returned to the pavilion in the very guided his team home with back-to-back 
Manvinder Bisla ahead of the Indian first over itself. However, Bisla made sure to boundaries.
Premier League 2024 final. KKR will be keep his team’s current run rate in check KKR one step awayfrom third IPL title
locking horns with SRH in the final on with his magnificent knock. As a result, KKR won the match by five 
Sunday, May 26 at the MA wickets and two balls remaining as they 
Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai. clinched their first IPL trophy. Two years 
Ahead of the big game, Gambhir was 

later, the Kolkata-based franchise added 
seen catching up with Bisla, who 

second trophy to their cabinet under the 
played a major role in Kolkata’s first 

leadership of Gambhir by emerging IPL victory way back in 2012
victorious in the IPL 2014.Ten years 

Notably, The Haryana-born cricketer 
after their second triumph, KKR once 

played a match-winning innings of 
again find themselves on the verge of 

89 (48) with the help of eight fours 
lifting their third trophy as they make 

and five sixes to help KKR chase 
their fourth IPL final appearance. Under 

down 191 and clinch their first IPL 
the mentorship of their former captain, 

trophy in Chennai. Hence, the duo 
Kolkata have made a massive 

was seen catching up after a long 
improvement from their seventh-placed 

time reminiscing their memories at 
finish last season and are just one step 

the venue. KKR’s X handle shared 
away from attaining glory. The two-time 

the image of their catchup with the caption, The right-handed batter got involved in a 
champions will be eager to replicate their 

“ T h e  r e u n i o n  o f  o u r  c h a m p i o n  crucial 136-run stand off 82 balls with 
performance in the 2012 final at the same 

Knights.”During the IPL 2012 final, KKR Jacques Kallis (69 off 49) and brought KKR 
venue and take down SRH in the summit 

faced an uphill task of chasing down a into ascendancy. The game went down the 
clash.

massive score of 191 against the defending wire with Kolkata needing nine runs to win 

New Delhi. not have a good outing in Former England cricketer 
the ODI World Cup 2023 Michael Vaughan has taken a sly dig 
and will be desperate to at Pakistan after their meek display 
change their fortunes this in the first T20I against Jos Buttler's 
time around."I’m all for side. England had called back all of 
international cricket, but their players from the Indian 
now and aga in ,  th i s  Premier League for their T20 World 
tournament in particular, 

Cup preparation, which included the 
it’s so exposed to pressure. 

crucial T20I series against Babar 
These players are under a 

Azam's Pakistan. huge amount of pressure 
After Pakistan lost the second match at from fans, owners, and 

Edgbaston on Saturday by 23 runs, social media. It’s massive. I 
Vaughan said that some of the just felt particularly those 
players might have been better off in two, and Butler, probably 
the IPL 2024. Speaking at the Club not as much, but I still think 
Praire podcast, Vaughan felt that he could have stayed here,” 
England missed a trick by not letting preparation than playing a T20 game against Vaughan said.“But Will 
some of their players play in the IPL 2024.“I P a k i s t a n , ”  Va u g h a n  s a i d  i n  t h e  Jacks and Phil Salt, I think they’d have been 
think you’re going to miss the trick by podcast.Vaughan said that some of the better prepared staying here playing in the 
sending all their players home. You know, I England batters like Phil Salt and Will Jacks IPL, then going back to head and let’s play a 
think Will Jacks, Phil Salt, Josh Butler, in could have been better prepared in the high- game,” Vaughan concluded the former 
particular, playing in the IPL in the pressure IPL rather than playing Pakistan at captain.England play a total of 4 T20Is vs 
eliminators, pressure, crowd, expectation. I home. England will go into the tournament Pakistan. The first match of the series was 
would argue that playing here is better as the defending champions. The team did abandoned due to rain.

Jacks, Salt would have been better off  in 
IPL: Vaughan's dig at Pakistan

Chennai.It’s time for the ultimate showdown! 
The Indian Premier League (IPL) 2024 final 
between the Sunrisers and the Knight Riders 
on Super Sunday has all the ingredients to be a 
jaw-dropping affair. Although the legendary 
MS Dhoni and the Super Kings aren’t a part of 
the IPL anymore, the MA Chidambaram 
Stadium in Chennai is expected to be buzzing 
with cheers for KKR and SRH.It goes without 
saying that they have been the standout teams 
in the tournament by quite some distance. And 
it does not spring a surprise that the Sunrisers 
and the Knight Riders are in the final, 
especially because of the presence of two 
individuals, who have thrived under pressure 
over the years in crunch matches – Gautam 
Gambhir and Pat Cummins.

Gambhir brings back fortunes for KKR.
Gambhir and knockout matches share a 

romantic relationship and their bonding has 
never weakened. The architect of India’s 
World Cup wins in 2007 and 2011, Gambhir 
knows how to up his game in big matches. He 
did not win the Player of the Match awards in 
the finals at the Wanderers and Mumbai, but 
that does not undermine the importance of the 
knocks.

Gambhir brought the legacy to KKR after he led 
them to victory in 2012 and 2014. Before 
Gambhir joined them, the Knight Riders did 
not have an identity, having not qualified for 
the playoffs even once. From 2011 to 2017, 
Kolkata made the playoffs 5 times. When 
Gambhir was not there with them for 6 
seasons, they tried multiple captains, but none 
of them could win the title for them.

When Gambhir returned to KKR, this time as a 
mentor, fans could see a glimmer of hope after 
a couple of lacklustre seasons where they 
failed to go through to the playoffs. Albeit not 
as a player, Gambhir was expected to make an 
impact and bring a change to the team 
management and he hasn’t let the Knight 
Riders down by any means. There is now a 
realistic chance for him to win the IPL both as 
a player and mentor.

Cummins with the Midas Touch
Cummins, on the other hand, is going through a 

purple patch. Master of his own destiny, 
Cummins has flourished regardless of the 
teams he has played for. The Sunrisers had 
faced flak for naming him as their skipper for 
the 2024 IPL edition despite him not 
captaining a single T20 team earlier at any 
level. But he has made captaincy look like 
child’s play.He has made his own luck, so 
much so that someday, he may magically even 
pick up 5-wicket hauls as a left-arm spinner or 
score a hat-trick in a FIFA World Cup match. 
After winning the World Test Championship 
and ODI World Cup in the last 12 months has 
sky-rocketed his confidence.

NEW DELHI. 

exhibited their unfiltered self in a has continued his ‘Midas Touch’ 
fun video released by the IPL where and led SRH to their first IPL 
they pulled each other’s legs. The final after six years. Captain 
video captures fun banter between Cummins has been the second-
the two captains as Iyer joked about highest wicket-taker for his team 
riding an autorickshaw in his early with 17 scalps to his name in the 
days and hilariously charged the ongoing season and played a few 
SRH skipper INR 20 crore for a quick cameos with the bat as 
ride.During their conversation, Iyer well.On the other hand, Shreyas 
also asked Cummins about his IPL has also done a remarkable job 
triumph in his debut season playing after returning to his side 

Ahead of the all-important 
for KKR in 2014.Notably, Cummins following his last season’s 

Indian Premier League 2024 final between 
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Shreyas Iyer hilariously charges Pat 
Cummins Rs 20 crore for autorickshaw ride

IPL Final, KKR vs SRH: Pat Cummins looks to 
emulate MS Dhoni with prized trophy double

Reunion of  Champion Knights’: Gautam Gambhir 
catches up with Manvinder Bisla at Chepauk

Madrid  Toni Kroos bade an emotional 
farewell to Real Madrid fans at a sold-out 
Santiago Bernabeu on Saturday as the 
German midfielder played his final home 
game after a remarkable decade with the 
Spanish giants.

A goalless draw with Real Betis was largely 
irrelevant with Real confirmed as LaLiga 
champions  and  a l l  the  European  
qualification and relegation spots decided, so 
the evening was about celebrating the 34-
year-old Kroos.ne of Real's most successful 
ever players after making 464 appearances 
and helping them win more than 20 major 
trophies including four European Cups, 
Kroos announced that he will retire after this 
year's European Championship on home 
soil.He fought back tears as walked on to the 
pitch through a corridor formed by his team 
mates, who were wearing his number eight 
jersey as the fans held up a giant flag with his 
face and the words "Thank you, legend" 
which covered the south stand.In the 85th 
minute, Kroos broke down in tears when, 
after receiving another standing ovation as 
he was substituted, he embraced his three 
children who were crying on the sidelines.

The game was stopped for several minutes as 
Kroos hugged each of his team mates and his 
coach. After the referee blew the final 
whistle, Kroos, his family and team mates 
did a lap of honour as the fans serenaded him 
for almost 30 minutes."I can only say thank 
you to all the Madridismo, to the club, to my 
team mates, to the stadium," Kroos told 
reporters."I've always felt at home during 
these 10 years. I couldn't ask for more. They 
have been 10 unforgettable years.

LaLiga: Tonis Kroos in tears at 
emotional Real Madrid farewell

New Delhi .  KKR pacer Harshit Rana believes 
that assessing the conditions will be key to 
winning the Indian Premier League 2024 
title. Rana, who has been a key figure in 
KKR's death over bowling, will hope to win 
his first IPL title after what has been a really 
strong season for him. Speaking ahead of 
their clash vs SRH, Rana told Wisden India 
about his focus in the match.The fast bowler, 
who has been banned for a match due to his 
exaggerated celebrations, said that it has 
been intense for a bowler throughout the 
tournament.“The situations are extremely 
intense when we are playing on the ground. 
The earlier you assess the conditions and the 
wickets, the more advantageous it is for me. 
So, my first focus and priority are to find out 
what will work on this wicket," Harshit Rana 
told Wisden India.Asked about his training, 
Rana said that he has put himself under 
pressure and tried to simulate match 
situations so that he can excel under pressure. 
Rana has 17 wickets from 12 matches at an 
enviable economy of 9.41. Considering the 
amount of runs that have been scored in 
Kolkata this season, an economy of 9.4 and 
strike rate of 13.47 does not sound bad at 
all.It is tough but I have been working hard on 
these. I keep working on these in the practice 
sessions, and it becomes easier for me to 
implement them during the game. It is tough 
but as I have worked hard on it during 
training, I know exactly what to bowl when – 
I have put that pressure on myself to excel in 
various situations," Rana said.

IPL 2024 Final: KKR vs SRH Match Preview
KKR have reached the final by beating SRH in 

the Qualifier 1 at Ahmedabad. KKR would 
hope to beat SRH the third time in a row this 
season and clinch their third title in the 
history of the tournament.

Clash of Mentality Monsters: 
Gautam Gambhir, Pat Cummins 
face off in IPL Final showdown

KKR vs SRH: Harshit Rana focusing 
on assesing conditions ahead of  IPL 
Final

Rishabh Pant posts photo with 
India players before flying out 
for T20 World Cup
New Delhi.  India wicketkeeper batter and DC 

captain Rishabh Pant flew out with a part of 
the Indian team for the T20 World Cup 2024 
on Saturday, 25 May. Pant, alongside Rohit 
Sharma, Suryakumar Yadav, Mohammed 
Siraj, Shivam Dube, Jasprit Bumrah and 
Rahul Dravid were among the first members 
of the contingent to leave for the tournament. 
This was the first time that Rishabh Pant was 
seen alongside India players since his road 
accident in December 2022.

Rishabh posted a photo on his social media 
account before leaving and captioned the 
photo - back with the blues. Pant was selected 
for the Indian after he was able to prove his 
fitness in the Indian Premier League 2024. 
Not only did Rishabh bat well, he showed 
promising signs with his keeping and 
captaincy as well.The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India took to Twitter as well to post 
photos of India players waiting in the 
Mumbai airport lounge for their flights. 
Amongst the notable absentees from the 
Indian squad were Virat Kohli and Hardik 
Pandya. Sports Tak's Vikrant Gupta reported 
that Virat was stuck due to paperwork, while 
other media reports suggested that Hardik 
Pandya was in London and would join the 
India squad directly in the USA.India play 
their first match on June 5 against Ireland at 
the Nassau County International Cricket 
Stadium in New York. The stadium was 
recently built from scratch specifically for 
the T20 World Cup 2024.

WHEN WILL REST OF THE INDIAN TEAM 
FLY OUT?

Sanju Samson, Yuzvendra Chahal, Avesh Khan 
and Yashasvi Jaiswal will leave with the 
second batch of Indian cricketers. Chahal, 
Jaiswal, Avesh and Samson recently ended 
their Indian Premier League (IPL) 2024 
campaign after RR lost to SRH by 36 runs in 
the Qualifier 2 on Friday, May 24 at the MA 
Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai.
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